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THE QCEEN OF THE ANTILLES. 21

the furtifications. During Leuesma's administration a
French party lanued in the eastern part of the island,
with the intentiou of plunuering the city of Santiago,
but they withdrew without doiug any damage. In
1675, the city of Santiago WIlS dcstroJ.cd by an earth
'1uake, a calamity from which the western parts of the
island ",el'e exempt. The first lines of the city of
~latanzas were traced on October 10th, 1693, in the
presence of the Captain-General and lllany other per
SODS of distinction. The etymology of the nLlme :\latan
zas is in dispute. Some ascribe it to tlle slaugLter of
Illdial1!1 at the time of the conquest of the bhuitl, con
tending t11at the snpposed Indian name YIl/llUrri, that
of one of the two rivel'S between which the city stands,
is in faet a synonym in bad Spallish for this general
massacre. Others COli tend with eq ual pertinacity,
t.hat it was the natives who killed the Spaniards while
passing from one side of the bay to the uther. Seven
of the Spaniards are said to have attempted to e::;cape,
but. were carried prisoners to a ueighboring Indian
town, where they were all put to death except one who
escaped to tell the tale of the JIatanza.

The treaty of peace between Spain and England in f
1G70 did nut put an end to the depredatiuns, but the
war of 1689 uetween France aud Euglund led to divis
ions alUong themselves and tlJeir decline may be dated
fl'om that time. The period followiug the treaty of
Ryswick in 1697 saw the passing of the buccaneers and
the Cuban settlements grew rapidly, at the same time
Cuba was comparatively free from the war ofthe Spanish
succession, in the beginning of the eighteenth century
and the agricultural wealth of the newer settlements
in the iuterior of the island began to compare favor
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PREFACE

It seems hardly necessary to give the raison ./'eire
of U Free Cuba." The student of history and of
events--as the word is used-justifies the contention
between Spain and Cuba, but yet there are not want
ing those, who, from lack of opportunity or time, or
both, are not familiar with the conditions that led to
it. The story of the monumental wrongs inflicted
upon Cuba by Spain, reaches back for more than a
century. Our own ~and, under less exacting con
ditions and with only a moiety of the taxation under
which Cuba has groaned, rose in righteous rebellion
and threw off the yoke of the oppressor. Bold
spirits in this garden spot of the world, smarting
under wrongs that would U stir a fever in the blood
of age," have been repeatedly banded together and
risen in arms against the tyranny that has denied
them political, civil and religious liberty j but with
one exception these uprisings resulted in failure and
defeat. The peace of Zanjon brought fair promise to
the Cubans. Ten years of tears were to be forgotten
in the honeyed words of governmental assurance, but
the reforms which followed had the same lack of sin
cerity that belongs to Spanish administration, and
the promises of free government were never fulfilled.
This, and the absolute certainty that no arbiter but
the sword could decide the question of freedom for
Cuba on the one hand, or unknown years of supine
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8 PREFACE.

submission on the other, again fired the hearts and
nerved the arms of those who are carrying on the war
that has already driven the Spaniards to the shelter of
the fortified cities along the coast. Spain, the proud
est nation in Europe, and the poorest-despite the
annual millions wrung from Cuba, appears to be going
to the wall. The successes of this anned contention
so far, are with the patriots. Their cause is just, they
are fighting for all that men prize most. More, per
haps there are, who may read of the excessive beauty
of this land where Nature has been most prodigal of
her gifts-where II all the men are brave and all the
women pure," and of her early history redolent of
Castilian adventurers who bore in one hand the
banner of the Cross, while the other held the sword
of conquest j while all may see through the smok.e
that obscures her lovely fields a reflex of America's
early struggles for independence. Humanity every
where is interested in the outcome of the present
conflict between Cuba and Spain. To lovers of free
dom ecpecially, this volume is offered.
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FREE OUBA.

PART I.

HI8TOBIOAL AND DESCBIPTIYE.

CHAPTER I.

'l'BE QUEEN OF THE ANTILLES.

CuBA, the "Queen of the Antilles," was the fifth of
the great discoveries of Columbus. Already he had
Been and named San Salvador, Conception, Exuma and
Isabella, and to his delighted imagination these seemed
veritable "islands of delight." Forgotten were the
hardships of the perilous voyage. To his grateful
senses the balmy breezes wafted odors sweet as those
of Araby the Blest, flocks of gaudy colored parrots ob·
scured the sky above the palms that waved their fringes
in the soft air, while strange plants and grasses trailed
in profusion to meet the soft lapping of the summer
sea. Although the" Great Admiral" skirted the whole
of the. southern and more than half of the northern
coast of Cuba, he made no attempt to plant a settle
ment there, even while regarding it as a continent and
not an island. In hOllor of the young prince John, heir
to the croWDS of Castile and l...eo11, Columbus bestowed
the name of Juana upon this newly discovered land, but
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12 THE QUEEN OF THE ANTILLB'S.

later it received the name of Fernandina, by order of
the king in whose name it was occupied and held. Sub
sequently the island was named Santiago after the pa
tron saint of Spain, and still later Ave Maria, in honor
of the Virgin; but eventually Cuba, the original desig
nation of the natives, superseded both the Spanish ones.
The wild natives received the strangers as beings of a
superior race and gladly exchanged gifts with them, reo
ceiving trinkets for the gold bracelets they wore and
indicating by gestures a land to the southwest in an
swer to inquiries as to where the gold came from.
This, the discoverer reasoned, must be the Indies of his
dreams, the Cipango to find which he had resolved

co To sail beyond the 8unset and the baths
Of all the Weatem stars. II

And so the adventurers hoisted sail and stood away
first to Spain to tell the wonderful story of still more
wonderful lands, to receive the highest royal favors, to
have confirmed in Spain the title to these new posses
siems by the Pope, who was supposed to have universal
temporal sovereignty; to pass in imposing processional
(If dusky natives, strange plants, skins of unknown ani
mals, alld birds of brilliant plumage before awe-struck
find admiring crowds, and then to brave again the ter
I'Ors of the main in search of the Eldorado that lay be
yond. For Columbus, before leaving his new found
paradise, had lured on board six men, seven women and
three children to deck his triumph-an act of perfidy
that admits of no palliation. Thus from the first did
t he Spallini'll begin n course of systematic trenchery in
his dealings with the nntives and in a few short months
this duplicity bore fruit. Of the handful of men left
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behind to garrison the rude fort, constructed from the
timbers of one of his wrecked ships, on the island of
Hayti, not one was left to tell the story of the inter
vening months when Columbus announced his return
to La Navidad by the thunder of his cannon. Spanish
perfidy and lust, supplemented by mutiny, had pro
duced quarrels that resulted in dividing the garrison
into two parties, and thus separated they were easily
despatched by the overwhelming numbers of the na
tives.

Cuba and Columbus are' indissolubly connected. It
is difficult to separate the two, yet Cuba received less
consideration at the hands of the first discoverer than
did her sister islands. Fairer than any, of larger area
and possessing the mountains and forests that the
others lacked, with a fertile soil that would as gladly
have taken to its bosom the wheat, sugar cane and
other seeds bestowed by the adventurers on more fa·
vored spots, the "Pearl of the Antilles" "in all tht
splendor of her tropical vegetation, was reserved for
the conquest of another knight of Castile. Columbus
twice visited the island after its discovery, once in 1494
and again in 1502, but contented himself with explor
ing the coast, following its windings and indentations
for more than twelve hundred miles. Had he continued
his voyage a day or two lODger he would doubtless have
compassed the island and probably discovered the North
ern Continent. He gave the name of Santa Catalina.
to the point a.t which he first touched the shores of
Cuba., some three hundred miles to the eastward of Ha
vana, in which city the ashes of the" incomparable Al
mirante OhriBtoval Oolon" rest in their ebony casket in
the wall by the side of the grand altar in the cathedral.
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Even death did not end the voyages of Columbus.
While his remains were first deposited in the Convent
of San Francisco at Valladolid in 1506, they were re
moved ill 1513 to the Carthusian Convent of Las
Cuevas at Seville. In the year 1526 they were trans
ported to Hispaniola aud interred by the side of the
grand altar of the cathedral of the city of San Domingo,
from whence as precious relics connected with the most
glorious epoch of Spanish history, they were borne in
1795 to the island of Cuba. The disintermellt was ac
complished in the presence of the highest civil, religious
and military authorities of the city, and the procession
that attended all that was mortal of the great captain
to the ship that was to bear it away, marched with
banners covered with crape, chauts and responses and
discharges of artillery, while the most distinguished per
sons of the several orders took turns ill supporting tile
coffin.

At Havana, the reception of the body was equally
imposing. All the honors that pomp Rud ceremonial
could bestow, were lavished upon him, who, but a few
short years before, after bringing to the old world the
freshness and fairness of the new, had been rewarded
with chains and neglect.

During the ceremony of takiug possession of the
island of Cuba, the natives gazed ill timid admiration
upon the splendid dress, the equipments and complexion
of the strangers. Themselves of a tawny or copper
hue with straight, coarse hair falling in long locks upon
their shoulders, they were no less objects of curiosity
to the Spaniards. Entirely naked, painted with a
variety of colors and devices, with agreeable features,
of moderate stature, but well shaped; they appeared to
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be a simple and artless people of gentle and friendly
disposition. For arms they bore lances pointed with
flint or the bOlle of a fish. They had no iI'on nor allY
knowledge of its properties. Now supposing that he
had landed on an island at the extremity of India,
Columbus gave them the general name of ludisna. All
were delighted with the beads, caps and other trifles
that were freely bestowed on them by the marvelous
beings, who to their imagination were inhabitants of
the skies. Nine independent chiefs or caciques ruled
the inhabitants of this summer land. All lived in peace
and tranquility, considerably removed from savagery.
Their religion inculcated a belief in an all powerful and
beneficent Being and the immortality of the soul, yet
was devoid of a priesthood with its attendant rites and
ceremonies. A simple and trusting people-yet they
early learned to know that their golden ornaments and
bits of gold which the white strangers were so eager to
obtaiu, were the magnets that drew these uninvited
vi.aitors to their shores; and pointing to them they
?;ould say, .. behold the christian's god."

To this people came in 1511, five years after the
death of Columbus, Don Diego Velasquez, an ex·
perienced and able commander, of high rank and fo1'
tune. Panfilo de Narvaez was the second in command
of this expedition, which was sen~ by Columbus' son and
successor, Diego, in the hope of obtaining gold. Baracoa
was their first settlement, then came Santiago and
Trinidad, founded in 1514. San Cristoval de la Havana
followed in 1515, receiving, however, the name of Bata
bano in 1519, while its first appellation was transferred
to the present capital. The year 1588 saw Havana
laid in ashes by a French privateer and again in 1554
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the city suffered the same fate at the hands of the
French.

As Velasquez had treated the natives humanely, their
subjugation had been quickly and easily accomplished,
and his immediate succeBBors pursued the same con
ciliatory policy. The rearing of cattle first occupied
the attention of the early settlers, and it was uot uutil
about 1524 that the cultivation of tobacco Rnd sugar
cane was begun. The growth of these pursuits led to
the introduction of negro sla\'ery into the island, aud
for a time the natives were left unmolested while the
field labor was performed by theil' darker skinned aud
more unfortunate brothers. Among the needy adven
turers who followed the standard and fortunes of Pi
zarro, was Hernando de Soto. Returning euriched with
the plunder of Peru he found favor with the Emperor
Charles V. and received from the hands of that mon
arch a commission as governor of Cuba and Florida.
It was under De Soto and his successors that the slavery
of Cuban natives began. It was a fatal policy, for they
in common with all American aborigines could not live
in slavery. They rapidly pined to death, and in a gen
eration or two were practically extinct, remnants of the
more barbarous mountain tribes alone remaining. Not.
withstanding the ravages committed upon Havana by
the French and by the pirates who infested these seas,
the fertility of its soil, its commanding position and fiue
harbor drew large numbers of immigrants to the capital
city. Following the instructions of his royal mastel',
De Soto began to fortify Havana, and the walls of the
Castillo de la Fuerza began to arise uuder his directiou.
Leaving this work to be completed by his lieutenants,
De Soto sailed for Fk>rida ill search of the El Dorado
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supposed to exist there, but the expedition miserably
failed, and the cypresses that fringed the Mississippi
witnessed the burial of the explorer beneath the turbid
tide of that mighty river. The year 1585 saw Havana
menaced by the renowned Captain Francis Drake, and
for more than a century after this period, the enemies
of Spain continually harassed the colonists. The
famous Castle of the Morro was begun ill 1589, as wae
the Bateria de la Punta; both reached completion in
1597, while the erection of the walls of Havana was not
undertaken until 1665.

In the course of the seventeenth century Havana
became the great rendezvous for the gold ships of Spain,
and the commercial centre of the Spanish possesfJions
in America. One of the results of the wars in which
Spain was incessantly involved during this period, was
the practical extinction of sugar and tobacco culture
at home, and their increased development in Cuba.
Yet these same wars severely affected the prosperity
of the island, and materially retarded its progress.
After the destruction of the Armada, in 1588, the
maritime power of Spain steadily declined, and the
capture of her treasure fleet by the Dutch in 1628, amI
the destruction of her naval fleet in the Downs, left
her 'Vest Indian colonies without other protection
than their own walls and fortresses afforded. About
this time the abritrary decree that the colonists should
restrict their commerce with Spain to the port of
Seville-the monopoly of which the needy govern
ment had sold-gave rise to an extensive smuggling
traffic, very profitable to the colonists and the foreign
adventurers who carried it on. The neighborillg
;sland of HiI:lpaniola had been abandollt:d by most uf
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its settlers, the few people that remained living mainly
from the herds of cattle, which now roamed in a wild
condition over the island. The peculiar method of pre
paring the meat of these animals was called" bucan
ning," and consisted of smoking the carcass. The
smugglers making their headquarters in the numerous
bays of this island adopted this method of preserving
meat for their ships and came to be known as " Buc
caneers." From sDlugglers to freebooters, was an easy
iransition and Spanish commerce began to suffer
severely. With forces recruited from English, French
and Dutch privateers they struck terror into the Span
ish Colonies, and became the bravos of the seas, with
ships, men and arms at the service of the highest bid·
del'. The most remarkable of these piratical leaders
were the Frenchmen, Lolonois, and the celebrated Mor
gan. Tortuga saw them with the French in 1641 and
1660, and Cromwell's English fleet was aided by them
in the occupation of Jamaica ill 1665. Previously, in
1654, the towns of Segovia in Honduras, Maracaibo
and Gibraltar in the gulf of Venezuela had been
sacked and plundered by the marauders, and the walls
of Havana were erected largely as a defence against
their persistent attacks. It was in 1670 that Don
Rodrignez de Ledesma assumed the functions of govel'·
nor and like hi:; immediate predecessor, he prosecuted
the work of fortification at Havana with the greatest
(\rder. He also prepared a naval armament for the pro
tection of the coast. It was at this time that the work
ing of the copper mines neal' Santiago was abandoned,
and that the reconstruction of the cathedral in that
city was begun; but the greater part of the slaves em
ployed in the mines were seut to Havana to work OIl



DOOR NEIGHBOR• 69

• f ll':\ are uudoubtedly crowned
'Ilugiu IUS natnre j but the difficulty

1'1 It uf fuel, amI the want of capital
U lei 'ut to explain why no t;eriout; at
I 1. 11 to ugage in any extensive miu

we tlep 8i~ of high grade iron ore
.. 'ithlJllle degree of success. The

II b II found in the mountains of
I till lIutiago de Cuba, aud in t;ome of'

III e t the pOl'ts of Tanamo and
J t b .. tel'll coast. The moun taiut; of
11 I lara. San J nan and Trinidad

II preciolls metals, but a good deal

P II ine marble is found at RegIa and
1 .1 ill tlte Sierras of San Juan and
l' it oc 'urs, there are indications of

iUlJall copper and iron pyrites,
fIll !lave also been found at Guana

ri l' to that of Hecla. Chalcedony
1 cured in the Sierra de Juragua, in

11 i lanu, in the lower Sierras of
i th bay of Nuevitas. Mines of
.. re at one time worked in the
tel but were speedily abandoned.
lnt and schists have been found
h 'chi tose formation shows it.~elf

the bahe of the mountains of San
'her great masses of slate are to

In c lor lmd of a pyritou8 and
11 .I\ited for writing upon. In

, thi.cK slate is foulld. fit for
• Ill. , -r I

"un ..... 'II·~ • btl t still uetter is lll'ought \ '0 1J ~ c





22 THE Ql1KKN OF THE ANTILLES.

ably with the shipmeuts of gold aud silver from th,
Spani~h colonies on the mainland.

The Casa de J..VinoB EspositoB, or foundling hospital,
in Havana, was fouuded in 1711 by Don Fray Jeron
imll de Valdes. and like a similar institution at St.
Piene in the island of Martinique, is only resorted to
by the white inhabitants, the presentation of a colored
iufant being a thing unknown. The first serious
rupture between Spain and the colonists, grew out of
making the tobacco trade a royal monopoly. This was
done in 1717. The people violently resisted this high
handed proceeding, and its enforcement was accom·
panied by sanguinary encounters between the military
and the civilians.

British traders took advantage of this state of affairs
'.0 introduce a system of successful smuggling, and
:he war of 1739 between England and Spain had its

rise in the friction and bloody encounters that ensued
from these conditions-a war which four years later
was absorbed in the general European conflict that
was terminated in 1748. Smuggling grew apace, and
assumel} such formidable proportions during the thir·
teen )'ears of peace that followed, that a system of
farming out the revenues from tobacco to private mo
nopolists, was substituted for the odio'us royal monopoly.
The gl'Owth of British commercial influence in Amer
ica, hand in hand with the extension of English colo
nies, kept the jealousy of Spain and France continu
aUy excited, and further trouble was the result. DOli
Juan de Prado Porto Carrero was governor of the
island when an English fleet of forty-four men-of-war
and some one hundred and fifty other vessels under
Admiral Pocock, carrying an army of fifteen thousand
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men under Lord Albemarle, appeared before Havana,
Although the Captain-General had been informed that
the Ellglh;h were preparillg for an invasion of the
island, he did not seriously believe that the invasion
would take place, and omitted to take measures for re·
sistallce until the hostile fleet appeared and prepared
to effect a landing. The chief object of this expedi
tion was, after seizing on the French possessions in the
'Vest Indies, to make II descent on Havana, which was
justly considered as the principal key to the vast pos
sessions of the Spani8h Cl'Own, in the two great divisiolls
of the American Continent; the possession of which
woultl effectually iliterrupt all communication between
the peninsula snd the gulf of Mexico, and thereby
gi ve the court of the Catholic king a distaste for tIle
alliance with that of St. Cloud. The siege of Havana
beglln June 3d, and the Morro Castle surrendel'ed on
July 30th, after a most stubborn defence in which the
Governor, Don Luis de Velasco fell mortally wounded
in the final assault. Hili son was afterward created
Vizconde del Morro, l\nd to commemorate his nl\me
it was ordered that in the Real Armada, there shoultl
always be a ship bearing the name of Velasco. The
1\[arqnis de Gonzales, the second in command also lost
his life in an attempt to rally the garrison.

After the fall of the Morro, the Punta Castle capitu
lated and negotiations for the sllrren<1er of the city'were
opened, resulting in its occupancy by the British on
August 13th. With the cl1pital, there was given up the
whole tenitory annexed to it, extending one hundred an.d
eighty milE'S to the westward, so that the conquest was
considerable, and in the light of subsequent events, the
consequences most decisive. The loss to the Spaniards
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in ships of war, merchant ships, money, tobacco and
other articles of value amounted to upwards of three
millions of uo11ars, which prize mone~' was equally
uivided between the military and naval arms of the
British service. The treaty of Paris in February, 1763,.
restored her Cuban colony to Spain, she giving Florida
in exchange, to the English. The port of Havana was
thrown open to free commerce during the occupancy
of the English and as the Spauish government, upon
their return, found itself practically unable to relltore
the old conditions, this occupancy proved to be of per
manent importance. It was on the 7th of July that the
keys of the city were formally delivered to the Conde
ue Ricla, who had arrived, accompanied by General
O'Reilly, on the 30th of June previous, bringing the
}lowen; conferred by the treaty for the restoration of
the British conqnests in the island of Cuba. .

It was during the administration of the first governor
that the new fortresses of San Carlos and Atares were
errected and the elliargement and rebuilding of the
Morro and the Cabanas were begun. The old hospitals
were placed on a better footing, new ones were built, a
custom house revenue created and the regular troops, as
well as the militia of the island, were placed upon a
respectable footing. In 1776, Don Antonio Maria
Bucarely assumed command. Bucarely paid great at
tention to the due administration of justice, and was
distinguished by the affability of his manners, and the
reaJiness with which he redressed the grievances of the
people. When afterward appointed viceroy of New
Spain it was announced to him by command of the
King, as an unexampled occurrence, that during the
whole period of his administration not a single com·
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plaint against him had reached the court of Madrid.
Another of his merits was the gentleness and address
witJi which he effected the expulsion of the Jesuits, who
had come to the island with Don Pedro Augustin
Morel, and had acquired there large pos~essions, The
church attached to their seminary iii that which is now
the Cathedral of Havana. On the promotion of
Bucarely in 1171, the Marqnis de Ie Torre was named
his successor, a!1d became oue of the mo~t popular
Captains-General who have ever administered the gov
ernment. He was replaced in 1111 by DOli Diego Jose
Navarro, who introduced great improvementti in the ad
ministration of justice. The base and deteriorated coin
which had been previously in circulation, was also
called in and abolished in the time of Navarro. In
the course of the war which had again broken out be
tween England and Spain, the latter saw an opportunity
to revenge herself and prepal'ed an expedition for the
recovery of Florida. But the peace of 1183 soon fo:·
lowed. Before Lord Rodney returned to Englanc,
Prince William Henry, afterward William IV., who
accompanied the admiral, obtained lea,-e to go on shore.
He was so delighted with the city of Havana and the
entertainments offered him, that lIe remained ther£.
three days and then was only induced to recmbark by
the threat that the squadron would sail without him.
It was said that a breakfast given the Prince, by Solano,
the Spanish General of Marines, cost $4,000. Don
Luis de las Casas became Captain-General in 1790 and
the period of his administration was a brilliant epoch in
the history of the island. To this ruler is dne the es
tablishment of the Sociedad Patriotica (Patriotic So
ciety) and the Casa de Beneficencia-a peuitentiar.r or
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Magdalen asylum, and seven hospitals, ontl of them
cuntaining a lunatic asylum. Iu place of a monument
to Las Casas, an inscription was conspicuously engraved
in the common hall of the school for boys, declaring
that on its erection it had been expressly dedicated to
the memory of the founder of the institution, reminding
the young pupils that he had not only been the founder
of the Casa de Beneficencia, but of the first public
library, and the first newspaper which had existed in
the island, and of the patriotic and economical society.
Las Casas increased the cOlllmercial prosperity of the
island, by removing, as far as his authority extended,
all the trammels imposed upon it by the old system of
privilege and restriction. During his term of office,
also, large sums were expended in the construction of
roads and it was Las Casas, also, who introduced the
culture of indigo. The hurricane which desolated the
island on the 21st and 22d of J line, 1791, afforded Las
Casas a fresh opportunity for displaying the great re
sources of his mind in the promptitude with which he
brought relief to the sufferers. The French revolution
having communicated its irresistible impulse to the
western parts of San Domingo, the cabinet of Madrid
took the alarm, and from Havana and Santiago, Vera
Cruz, Car1=&Cas, Maracaibo and Porto Rico, collected a
force amounting to six thousand men, the object of
which was to suppress the insurrection. A sanguinary
struggle ensued and the interest of the Spanish govern.
ment in the island of San Domingo was definitely ter
minated by the treaty of Basle, soon afterward con·
eluded with the French republic. It was to the ener
getic measures of Las Casas, at the time of this revolu
tion in San Domingo, that the i"land of Cuba was in·
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debted for the uninterrupted maintenance of its tran·
quility. It was near the close of the reign of Las
Casas that the remains of Columbus were transferred
from San Domingo and interred in the Cathedral of
Havana. On the occasion of his leaving the island in
1796 a formal eulogium on his merits as Captaiu-Gen
eral was recorded in the archives of Havana, in which
were enumerated the great benefits he had conferred
upon the community. In this farewell eulogium he
was also praised for the very questionable virtue of pro
moting the general prosperity, by the copious intro
duction of Bozal negroes from the coast of Africa, which
was stated to have greatly extended the cultivation of
sugar cane, the brElad fruit tree, the cinnamon tree and
other exotic plants of inestimable value. It is more easy
to sympathize in the praises bestowed upon him for the
great hospitality he showed to the unfortunate refugees
from San Domingo, and for the exertions he made
and the liberality he evinced in the iURtitution of the
Patriotic Society, the formation of a puIllic library,
and the publication of the Diario. Las Casas, in 1796
was succeeded in the government by t11e Count de
Santa Clara, a man of noble and generous llisposition
and affable manners. He gave no encouragement how.
ever to education, but labored to increase the defences
of the island. The redoubt of Santa Clara, among the
fortifications of Havana takes its name from him. Upon
his resignation in 1799, the Marquis de Someruelos suc
ceeded to the rulership, whose sway contin ned for a
much longer period than the five years to which, by the
practice, if not by a formal regulation of the Spanish
Government, the term of service of the Captains-Gen
eral of the colonies was usually limited. The public
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works whloh serve to oommeDlorate the administration
of Someruelos are the old theatre and the public ceme
tery, the chapel of whioh was ornamented with a paint
ing in fresco, representing the Resurrection, with the
motto" ecoe nunc in pulvere dormiam." Someruelos
wal considered stern and severe toward the poorer
clalses of society, and to reserve all his affability and
condesoension for the rich, yet on the occasion of the
great fire of 1802 which destroyed the populous suburb
of Jesus Maria, the Marquis went actually from door
to door to petition relief for the sufferers. It was dur
ing the rule of Someruelos that the French made a de
scent upon the island, first threatening Salltiago and
afterwards landing at Batabano. The invaders COll

sisted chiefly of refugees from San Domingo, but with
out recurring to actual force, the Captain-General pre
vailed on them to take tl1eir departure by II. peaceful
offer of the means of transit either to San Domingo or
to France. The news of the abduction, by Napoleon,
of the royal family of Spain reached Havana by a pri
vate opportunity, while the official intelligence arrived
on the 17th of July, 1808. The colonial government
immediately declared war against Napoleon and 011 the
20th, King Ferdinand VII., was proclaimed with gen
eral applause. The intelligence from Spain Rnd the
resolution of the Captain-General, were immediately
communicated to all the colonial authorities in Spanish
Amerioa. The events in the Peninsula soon began to
be felt in Havana; but the demands of the French in.
truders for the recognition of their authority, were dis
regarded, and the public despatohes which came from
them were destroyed. The Infanta Dona Culota
made similar pretensioDs, but these, like those of the
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French were firmly resisted. The foreign trade of the
island was reduced to such an extremity by the events
of the war, that the authorities began seriously to con
sider the expediency of throwing the trade open, and
admitting foreign supplies on the same terms with those
from the Peninsula. In March, 1809. a serious disturb
ance arose, the object of which was to invite the return
of the French to the island, but this popular movement
was speedily put down by firmness and resolution on
the part of all who had anything to lose, and by the
prompt offer of their personal services for its suppres
sion. Tranquility was restored with the loss of only
two or three lives, but not without the destruction of a
great deal of property. The French settlers in the
rural districts were the greatest sufferers. SOOIl after
these events a young man arrived from the United
States, of whose proceedings and character, as an emis
sary of King Joseph, the colonial government had been
previously informed. This unfortunate person, Don
Manuel Aleman, was not even suffered to land. The
Alguazils went on board; took possession of his papers
and his person; a council of war was immediately as
sembled; but his fate was determined beforelusnd;
and on the following morning, the 13th of July, 1810,
he was brought out to the Campo de mPnnta, and
hanged for his temerity. After this, the island of Cnba
enjoyed a degree of tranquility quite remarkable under
the circumstances of the sister colonies and this must
be ascribed to the political prudence and sagacity of
the Marquis de Someruelos. A negro conspiracy broke
out in 1812, which excited considerable alarm in the
minds of the landed proprietors, but it was summarily
pat down and the negro leader Aponte and his associ-
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~tes were treated with unsparing severity. The west·
em districts of the island were visited in 1810, by an
other of those tremendous hurricanes which sweep away
80 much life and property in tropical regions. The
city of Havana was filled with dismay and consterna
tion; the hopes of an abundant harvest were disap.
pointed; in the harbor, so renowned for its securitJ', the
ships of war were driven from their anchors; and no
less than sixty merchant vessels were destroyed. The
successor of Someruelos was DOll Juan Ruiz de Apo
daca, afterward Count of Benadito, who arrived 011

the 14th of April, 1812, and he, for the first time, com
bined the command of the naval force on the station,
with the office of Captain-General of the island. This
unprecedented combination arose from the fear of the
authors of the constitution of Cadiz, that their work
and their representative would not be well received in
this aristocratical colony. His first d!Ity on his arrival
was to proclaim the new constitution, and although it
produced an extraordinary sensation, it was not openly
resisted. The success of Apodaca in Cuba led to his
promotion to -the rank of Viceroy of Mexico j and all

the 1st of July, 1816, he was succeeded at Havana by
Lieutenant General Don Jose Cienfuegos. This Cap
tain-General made himself exceedingly unpopular at
Havana by the severe methods.of police he proclaimed
and enforced. He caused the streets of Havana to be
lighted, but this was only a part of the proceed~ng to
which the citizen8 objected. He insisted upon closing
up the public thoroughfares immediately after the con
clusion of the evening services in the churches, thus
from that eal'1y hour, confining the inhabitants to their
own particular quarter of the city, and giving rise to
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the very disturbances which it was the object of his
office to prevent: In August, 1819, he was ,'elieved by
the arrival of his successor DOll Juan Manuel Cagigal.
The following year was another period of trial and diffi
culty, but Cagigal succeeded by the prudence and deli
C,lCy of his conduct in avoiding the evils that arose
from the difficult and extraordinary circumstances in
which he fonnd himself plncerl. He was held in high
estimation during his reign, and on the termination of
his command, he applied for and received permission to
take up his abode in the island; dying in the town of
Guanabacoa, a simple but respected citizen.



CHAPTER D.

EARLY HISTORY.

NIOOLAS DE MAHY was sent out in 1821 as the suc·
cessor to Cajigal. Tumultuous conditions now pre
vailed in Cuba, owing to disturbances in Spain and the
sucoess of revolutions in Spanish-America. The new
Captain-General, although of advanced years and of a
temperament inclined to liberality, from a mistrust of
the consequences, strove to restrain the progress of thll'
liberal movement. His death, occurring in a littll
more than a year from his accession, cut short his polic)
of restriction, but his subordinate, Sebastian Kindelan,
who retained command until May, 1828, carried it out
along the lines indicated by his predecessor and in con
travention of the liberal constitution, for in common
with Mahy, the efforts of Kindelan were to reunite
the military and civil power in the hands of the
Captain-General.

The antagonism between the Spamsh troops and the
local militia, on this account were intense. Secret so
cieties had rapidly taken root in Cuba. Some like the
Italian Cal'bonari, others under the form of Freema
sonry, but all were being made the instruments of
social reorgauization. Adherents of absolutism and
the church found themselves opposing the zealous sup
porters of the iiberal constitution. From this time the
division of the people into two parties, the Cubans and
the Spaniards was clearly defined. In the ranks of the

(32)
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l~ubans were the moderately liberal members of the
community, as well as the more radical, and on the
other ~and the beneficiaries of former monopolies, in
=,'~ding those who were hangers-on of government and
,hurch officials were to be found in the Spanish party.

The compact of the Holy Alliance (made in Pari~,

September, 1815), now found itself impelled ill the in
terest of peace and the stability of existing dynasties,
to direct a French army to enter Spain, where these
objects were imperiled by the success of a popular.
movement. The .continental provinces had been affo~.

ing the Oaptains-General who were governing Spain, a
busy time in preven~ing the colony from fol~owing their .
examples, and the constitution itself was broken down
by the events which preceded the Congress at Verona
(October, 1822), where its demolition by force of arms
was decreed, in the face of a protest from England.
The Northern Powers called upon their servant France
to do their bidding and Louis XVIII. himself a Bour
bon and reigning under a constitution, addressed him
self to the task of reestablishing absolutism in Spain.
The year 1823, saw the work effectively done and Fer
dinand VII. ruled absolutely, and renewed despotism
800n made its weight felt in Cuba.

Marshall Francisco Dionisio Vives began in May,
1823, the work of saving Cuba from the danger of a
liberal government. In resistance to the new order of
things, a Secret association known as the "Soles de
Bolivar" was formed; but the plans of its leaders to
establish a Cuban republic were frustrated and the
principal spirit, Jos~ Francisco Lemus and a number of
other patriots were arrested and imprisoned. Others
preserved their liberty by escaping from the island.
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Restored absolutism having been formally proclaimed
in Cuba, one of the projects of the Holy Alliance was
now taken up by the King. This was to make an arse·
nal of Cuba. The intervention of the United States,
strengthened by the opposition of England who had
proceeded to back up its protest against the operations
of the Holy Alliance, by its recoguition of the Spall ish
American republics, frustrated this project. Various
uprisings on the pal't of the Cubans were attempted
from 1824 to 1830, but being imperfectly organized. all
failed to spread. The bitter antagonisms engendered
by these commotions, reached an extreme pitch and
even extended to the military. A Congress of Ameri.
can Republics, projected on the basis of President
Monroe's declaration of 1823, had been called to meet
in Panama in 1826, to confer regarding their.mutual
interests in view of possible European aggression.
This, and the turbulent condition of the island caused
the Spaniards to retain there, the troops intended for
further operations on the Continent. The first message
of President John Quincy Adams, (December, 1825),
informed Congress that the invitation to attend the
Panama Congress had been accepted and that commis
sioners would be appointed. - But this did not suit the
views of the representatives of the slave holding states
and while the commissioners were finally appointed, it
was with such closely restl'icted functionH that the atti·
tude of the United States deprived the Congress of all
influence or result. For the same reason, an invasion
of Cuba by Mexico and Colombia, organized by fugi
tive Cubans in 1826 and which \'Vas to have been under
the leadership of Simon Bolivar, was not undertaken
and Cuba and Porto Rico were abandoned to the un-
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disputed possession of Spain. By royal decree of May
28 the Captain-General of Cuba was empowered to try
political prisoners agreeably to the articles of war and
was clothed with all the authority of martial law; but
neither this nor the repeated failures of former revolu
tions deterred the Cuban patriots from further move
lUen t~ of a like nature. The ~ecret society of the
.. Black Eagle" was organized in Columbia and Mexico
by Cuban exiles, to start another revolution ill the
island, but this movement was rendered abortive from
the start by the hostility of the slave holding element
in the United States as well ll~ in Cuba itself. Th~

'conspirators in this movement were fel'l'eted out with
little difficulty, but while the military commissiunR
made short work of their trials, llnd despite the fact
that numbers were condemned to suffer lleath, the far
sighted Captain-General refrained from inflicting the
death penalty and in every installce their sentences
were mitigated.

A military expedition against Mexico was undertaken
by Vives after the fiasco of the Congress at Panama.
His views were, that an overturn of its government was
pussible, a.nd in such an event, the recovery of the
country for the Spanish crown was not improbable.
The landing at Tampico was made ill AIIgllst, 1828,
t he Spanish force of three thousand fi ve hII ndred ex
l'ecting to be augmented by Mexican accessions. These
expectations were not realized. Hemmed in by the
Mexican forces, what was left of the expedition sur
rendered their a.rms, ollly !itipulating that they might
be permitted to return to HavallR. Tllis was granted,
and in March, 1829, Havana saw their retllrn. Yives
was the first of the govel'llors of Cuua to \\ hom were
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accorded absolute power, and this was given him in
view of the extraonliuarj" couditions previliliug ill the
island at the time of his acceSl:iion, notwithstanding the
fact that these conditions had changed, aIHI that the
government as well, had varied frum au absolute to a
coustitutional form, his successors, up to the present
time, have had the same powers continued to them,
and all have enacted a despotism, mild or severe, ac
cording to their fear or temperament. Many, less wise
than Vives, did not use their power with the discretion
that marked his administration, but stretched their
powers until ebullitions of popular unrest were brought
about. A marked difference between tlle administra
tion of Vives and that of hill immediate successor,
Mariano Ricafort, was early observed. The wiser Vives
had not permitted the absolute control to pass out of
his own hands, but Ricafort permitted it to pass ill a
large degree to the venal and corrupt officials under
him. The death of Ferdinand VII. in 1833 terminated
a wretched reign; Isabella, his infant daughter, was
proclaimed queen, and Cristina, her mother, regent;
while Carlos and Francisco, brothers of the late king,
hegan what are known as the Carlist Wars. Demand·
ing a constitutional government as a return fur their
a~sistance, tIle Spanish liberals obtained it from tIle
queen regent, and absolntism in Spain was a thing of
the past. Not so in Cuba. True, the constitution WI\8

proclaimed and elections to the Cortes ordered, but the
powers of the Captain-General were not abated, but
confirmed. The" period of conspiracies" in Cuba, be·
gan with the accession of General Miguel Tacon, who
succeeded Ricafort in June, 1834. This was a time
when a liberal policy on the part of Spain could have
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brought about a relaxing of the strained relations that
,uisted between Cuba and herself, but instead they
were augmented by the arbitrary policy of Tacon.
That he was a del>pot is 110t to be dellied, yet the prison
of Havana is a monument of at least one good effeded
uy Tacon. It is situated without and near the gate of
La Punta, not far from the sea j the fresh breeze8 play
freely through it, and protect its unfortunate innmtes
from those pestilential fevers arising from crowded and
ill·ventilated rooms. It can contain five thousaud pris
oners and has had one thousand within its walls at olle
time. It is stated that its erection did not add to the
expenses of the city j that it was built by the labor of
the convicts, and with funds, which, before the admin
ilStration of Tacon, had been disllOne8tly appropriated
by the civil officers, and of which he depri red them.
Other benefit{l were improved streets and palleo8, uud
the sudden check which he put upon murder, rl,bLery
amI fraud. There are, perhavs, more anecdotes extulit
reganliug Tacon than there are of any other of the
Cuptains-General of Cuba, and all show contradictory
phases of the man's nature. His methods becoming
IlIlbearable, Spanish public opinion secured his recall ill
1838.

In the period that followed Tacon's administration,
.Juha progressed in material prosperity, her proximity
to the United States and the intercourse between tllo
two countries contributing largely to this result. I II

1845 the political agitation which procured the annexa·
tion of Texas, led to the wide discussion of a similar
fate for Cuba, and a popular movement to that end was
indeed started in 1846 dur:lIg the Mexican War. It
was in 1848, with the Mexicall conflict concluded, that

8
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,President Polk, through the American Minister at
~Iaurill, proposed negotiatiolls for the purchase of Cuba.
The refusal of Spaill was decideu, allu the project fell
to the groulld, the fall Lcillg accelerated by the anti
'slavery sentilDellt in the Uniteu States. The eyes (If
Cuban patriots had lung been fixed upon the Uniteu
~tates, huwever. They had been looking for tile
.. cloud no larger thall a man's hand:' Narciso Lopez
allli hill lU>llOciatell in the abortive conspiracy of 1847
WL're there ill exile, 1849 saw their hopes frustl'ated
by the Ullited States GoVel'llllleut, who prevented the
Lopez expedition from sailiug, but in M~y of the fol
lowing ~'ear, Lopez succeeded in lallding with Ilix hun
lIred men at Cardenas.' Recmbal'king, because favor
able conditiolls for the con till uance of the uprisiug
were not to be found at this point, the little expe
dition sailed for Key West, after barely escalJil!g a
Spanish war vessel, and there disbauded. Sporadic
uprh.iugs were now takillg place ill the iu.teriur
of the island anu to strengthen aud extend thelll,
Lopez got together another expeuition, and I;aili.lg froUl
New Odeans, landed neal' Bahia Honda-some,thirty
miles wellt of Havana, August 12th, 1851. The devoted
band was met by an overwhelming force of theil'
enemies, and Col. Crittellden, of Kentllcky, t.he secolld in
command, was cut oft' with olle hundred and fifty men,
from the main body. After a sallgllinal'y contest t]l('se
were forced to surrender, and Lopez with the remainder
of his forces were scattered in the woods, afler tile 10:>8

of all theil' ammunitioll by a tl'Opical storm. All wP\,e

either killed 01' takell prisoners; Lopez allu fifty of II is
Dleu were captured auu taken to IIanllilL, whele the lat
ter were shot, while Lopez was ganoteu. A cUllcel·ted
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movement between the patriots on the island and
others in the United State::!, next took place, but after
contribution of money had been secured, enlistment of
lllen and equipment of vessels provided fur, the United
States would not allow the movement to go on, alllI j

l\nother failure was added to the long list of similar at· I

tempts to free Cuba. General Quitman, of Mississippi,
was at the head of this movement in the United States.
The Cuban leaders were ferreted out, impl'i8onedand llo

nnmher of them were 8hot. In 1854, the slave holding
portion of the United States were disturbed by relUiOll
of a decree of Pezuela, the Captain.Gelleral of Cuba, rel
ative to the manumi:;:;ioll of slave8 of advanced years.
The" peculiar institution" was menaced and the situa
tiou was heightened by the detentioll of the ~teamel'

.. Black \Vul'l'ior," by the officials of Havana-violation
of customhouse regulations being alleged. Then, several
American vessels were searched by Spanish cruiser8,
on the high sea:!, <Iud American citizeu8 were anested
in Cuba on various formal charges. A war between
the United States and Sl'ain was imminent, but WRS

averted by the removal of Captain-General Pezuela.
The incident of the .. Ostend Manifesto" was bOl"ll
of thill complication, and upon the elevation of .James
Buchanan, who as Amp.rican Minister to England had
signed this document; to the Presidency of the United
States, the lluLject was again revived, only to be ob·
sCUl"ed hy the clouds of civil conflict that were gather
ing around the United States. EcllOes of these hap
penillgs reached the Cuban patriots, and each disap
pointment Jed to heroic but fntile efforts on their part,
to free their couutry fwm its bondage. Francisco
LeI1lundi succeeded Concha, w 110 in turn had sue·
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ceeded Pezuela. Now Conoha was recalled and the in·
\olerable rule of Lersundi ended in 1858. Cuba be
eame fairly quiescent until 1865, although the burden
of taxation was increased, and commercial intercourse
with Spain and foreign countries greatly restricted.
Little could be done in the way of commerce between
the island and the United States, as the tariff was
pl'actically prohibitory. During the period of the
American Civil War the moderate rule of two able and
liberal governors held in check the natural excitement
attendant upon such a conflict. Spain accorded the
l'ights of belligerency to the Southern States, a month
before thei!' first battle with the Northern States was
fought. and it required all the tact and discretion of
Francisco Serrano and the liberal-minded Domingo
Dulctl who succeeded him, to allay the irritation in' the
Nort1leru Stutes, developed by this pruceeding. The
allied expedition against Mexico in 1861 did not lessen
tIJis il'1'itation. With the withdrawal of Spain and
England, Napuleon III. WUl. left to continue the plan of
conquest and the death of Maximilian in 1867, passed
into history. With the close of the Civil War in the
Ullited States and the abolition of slavery there, the
liberal leaders in Cuba took heart, and the Spalih;h
Cabinet in power at this time, happening to be liberal,
a commission of inquiry was appointed to examine into
Cuban affairs. As might have been expected, the c!lm
mission was II. failure. Matters of vital moment such as
a constitution in place of an autrocratic Captain-Gen
eral, the right to petition, the al1mission of Cubans to
public office, unhampered iadustrialliLerty, the transfer
of landed property, without re~trictiolJ, the right of as
sembly, of a&luciatiou, of representation in the Cortes,
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. local self-government amI the freedom of the pretiS, were
ignored, aud only a few unimportant matterll were COII

tiidered. An additional tax of ten pel' ceut. was
Rlhled to the direct taxe;:;, however. Lersundi was
1I0W in control of the islaud, and under his ml\levolent
reign the condition of the Cubaull was hopeless. I

The revolution in Spain which resulted in the ex
pulsion of Isabella II. brought no abatement of bur
dens to the Cubans. Plaus for another insurrection
had been considered for some time, and were now
matuled. At Bayamo, Francisoo V. Aguilera, Manuel
A. Aguilerll. and Francisco M. Osorio were the leauers ;
Cllrlos M. CCllpedes in Manzanillo, Belisario Alvarez in
Holguin. Vicente Garcia at Las Tunas, Donato Mar
11101 in Jiguaui and Manuel Fernandez in Santiago, were
the patriuts that formulated the plans for the uprisiug
of 1868, now known as the" ten years' war." The in
tiurrection began on the Yarn vlantation October 10th,
by Cespedes ami one hUlldred aud forty men, who pro
claimed a Cuban republic. These were speeuily rein
furced from other districts, until upwards of ten
thousanu poorly armed and equipped men hnd collected.
Proper steps were taken to prolliUlgate a Declaratiou 1

of Independence, and to frame a constitution. After I

the repu18e of the troops lIellt agaiust the rebels, opera
tions were mostly along the line of the railway be
tween Nuevitas and Puerto Principe, and this county
the insurgents held during the winter of 186869.
One after another, the important towns of tIle interior
fell into tIle hands of the Cubans all the result of the
guerilla campaign led by Manuel Quesada, aud carried
on by a force of not over twenty-six thousand men,
against an army of one hUlldred and ten thousand



44 EARLY HISTOIW.

Spanish regulars and volunteers. Had it not been for
the Spanish fleet, the lone star of Culm would have
floated over the seaports. Dulce was now brought for
ward again as Captain-General and it was thought by the

\ Spanitih Ministry that his good "tauding with the
people would terminate the war. Dulce's offers of con
sideration of grievances and general amnesty were re
fUlled by the Cuban leaders, who now had their e~"e

single upon independence, and in ~'ebruary, 1869, a
Polallder named Roloff succeeded in driving the
Spanish forces from the district of Las Villas. The
Assembly of Cuban representatives that met on
April 10th at Guaimaro, elected Clspedes as Pre:;ident,
Manuel Quesada as Military Commander and framed a
Constitution.

The patriots were in gl"eat ueed of arms and ammuni
tion, despite the succes:;ful landing and distribution of
the supplie:; which had been brought by two expedi
tions from the United States; under Rafael Quesada
aud Col. Thomas Jordan, formerly of the Confederate
army, respectively, yet the Spaniard:; were beaten in
every encounter. The landing of supplies was au .. extra
hazardous risk" in these days, for the coast was pa
trolled by a large nnmber of light draft gunboats.

I n the fall of 1870, both armies cOlllmenced active oper
ations, after having reorganized their forces dul'ing the
summer months. Yellow fever had decimated the new
troops sent out from Spain, while the tone of the in
sUI'gent army had impro\'ed. The Spanish suffered a
severe defeat near Guaimllro on Jannary 1st, 1870, at
the hands of CuI. Jordan, who was now acting as a
general officer, and the hold of the patriots on the
eastel'll portion of the bland was strengthened. Mean-
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wllile, those among the Cuban population who ad·
IIl~red to the Spanish cause, were having matters much
their own way ill the western part of the island. They
were enrolJed in battaliolls uf different number~ amI
their ranks were filled out by arrivals from Spain, e~pe
('ially enlisted for the purpose, and each battalion was
COlIlllHl11ded by a colonel, often appointed from the arillto·
cmtic slave traders. Havana had some twenty thoullilnd
uf these gentry doing" home duty" iu and about the city,
alllI when the war in the field was not conducted ac·
cording to their ideas, very pronounced forms of insuh.
ordination were manifested. If they did not like their
officers. they deposed them, and those who were in dis
grace today, were ill favor to-morrow, aud many cities
inclnding Havana, were virtualJy at their mercy. From
killing and wounding large numbers of people, who
were leaving a theatre in Havana after the pel'formance
-it being alleged that the performance was- for the
benefit of the insurgent calise-in May, 1870, gutting
a caf~ aud killing a number of people, a little later,
(luring a street parade; they concluded iu June of the
~ame year that Captain-General Dulce was not till! "HIli

for the office, and so seut him back to Spain with milch
C'xpedition. General Lopez.Pinto, the commnlldcl' at
~ratanzas, they also relegated to the mother cOllntry
;j lid continued to commit untold excesses throughout
I ite country, while the Spanish governmellt meekly sub
Illitted to these outrages, Cabellero de Rodas, the RUC

cessor of Dulce, commended himself to these truculent
.. home guards" by the shooting of prisoners of waJ',
galore. This official advised the Spanish cabinet that
the war was approaching its end, but despite the rein
fnl'cements sent him, the Cubans invariably beat him
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in every engagement, so that he resigned after six
mouths of authority. The Couut of Balmeseda, who
assumed control of the islaud in December, 1870, was
powerless to stop the progress of the patriots, who were
especially successful in carrying off material of war, by
their incessant guerilla warfare. By September, 1872,
Balmeseda was compelled to provisiollully relinquish
his command to Ceballos, and in 1878 to General
Pieltan, definitely. His cruelties had beeu numerous
aud brutal euough to cauunize him in the mind8 of hi~

janissal'ies, if they had been accompanied b.y successe&
iu the field; but the insurgellts had inflicted tel'l'ible
losses upon the Spaniards by their tactics iu beating
the tilllaller and eluding the larger bodies of troops aIHI
in various other ways. Repeated efforts on the part
of General Pieltan to bI'iug the war to a close by nego
tiation, were unsuccessful. The Cuban patriots re
fused to accept peace without independeuce, and beHt
all their energies to the cOllflict, making the campaign
of 1873, the climax uf the war. They were battliug
against heavy odlls, yet Agramoute, Calixto Garcia aud
:Maximo Gomez gaiued most important successes in tbe
spl'iug of this yeur, and during the sumwer the iusur
gents uot only held the ground the,)' had gailled, but
uccupied additiuual territory. The "Virginius ind
deut" occurred iu tbis year and for a time it seemed
that war betweetl the United States and Spain coulll
burdl)" be averted. It was on Octooer 31st that a
Spanish gUllboat captured the steamer Virginius off the
island of Jamaica, regarding her as a .. filibuster." Al
though Captain Fry claimed an American register. the
number and character of her crew somewhat justified
her capture aud the steamer was taken to Santiago
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de Cuba and the crew landed on the following day. On
the 4th of November, three CuLans Bnd one American
were shot; on the 7th Captain FrJ' and thirty.seven
more men were excuted in the same way; and the next
day twelve more men met the same fate as their com
rades. The survivors, one hundred Bnd two in num
ber, would doubtless have been dit:;posed of in the same
way had it not been fur the interference of Commander
Lorrain of the Briti:lh sloop-of-war Niobe, who stopped
the bloody work j and after much <.liplomatic action the
Virginius and the remainder of her crew were sur
rendered to the United States steam..hip Juniata on
December 16th. The Virginius started for New York
in tow of the Juniata, Lut foundered off' Frying Pan
Shoals, December 26th. Before this matter of the Vir
gin ius was fully settled, General Jovellar arrived in the
island, to succeed General Pieltan, and soon it could be
seen that he was more able and competent to deal with
the conditions that confronted him, than any of his
predecessors had been. There had Leen some dil:lcorcl
among the Cuban leRders, as well as among their ene
mies nnd this was manifested at the congress which
lUet at Bijagual in December, 1873. Cespedes was de
posed, and retired to the eastern part of the -ililland,
where, at San Lorenzo, a. few months later he was sur
prised and mortally wounded by l\ detachment of
Spanil:lh troops. His death occurred March 22d, 1874.
Those who had deposed Cespedes, could not agree
upon his successor, and so, Salvador Cisneros, Marquis
of Santa Lucia, the prelliding officer of the CuLan Con
gre~, Lecame acting President of the R~puh)jc. The
deposition of C~spedc8 was intensely regl'ette<.l by a
large Dumber of the insurgent lcaders, and until mat-
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tel'S adjusted themselves, much dissellsion prevailed.
The ability of Cespedes was exceptional and his de
votion to the cause, secured to him the confidence of
his countrymen, in a very large degree. Dissensioll
prevailed likewise amollg the enemies of the Cuballs.
•JovelInr prepared to put down the l'ebellion. Every
able-bodied man was drafted into the militia, ten pel'
cent. of these levies, were sent into the field for service
and the entire island declared to be in a state of siege.
But the civilians l'ai~ed the most angry of protests and the
opposition of the home guards was so strong, that, at
his own request, Jovellar was recalled and General
Concha again appeared as Captain.Gelleral. Now the
campaign was pushed vigorously, and with troops rein
forced by arrivals from Spain, Concha met and defeated
a large band of the patriots, but this engagement crip
pled his own forces so badly, that the campaign was
practically fruitless.

For six weary years this war for Cuban independence
had dragged a,long and neither the Cubans 1101' theirfoes
could look forward to a successful termination of the
conflict that had alreal1y cost an enormous loss of life,
and millions in treasure. Without ships, the Cubans
could not drive the Spanish froIn the island, and the
Spaniards were unable to do more than keep the in
s1ll'gents at a distance. Spain, occupied with the
Cal'list war could not send reinforcements to the
island, and the troops of Concha were being hard
pressed by their foes. Hitherto, the western pOltion
of the island had escaped invasion, but now it was
seriously threatened, and had not dissension again
arisen among' the Cuban leaders the Spanish position
might have been renl1ered weaker than it was lIOW and
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the end of the war might have been reached. So, the
Cubans and the Spaniards, both perceptibly weakened,
allowed the year to pass, and there was little change in
the conditions until the autumn of 1876, when Geneml
Martinez Campos anived in t.he island, determined to
eud the wat', Campos was a general of distinction aml
renown, and with him came twenty-five thousand
veterans of the Carlist war, ready for a decisive cam·
paign.

The spring of 1877 found the insurgents pursuing
their guerilla warfare; the hot season was at hand and
Campoli looked to negotiation to end the war, par
ticularly as his troops were suffering terribly from the
climate. With Jovellar again occupying the office of
Governor-General, Campos devoted his energies to
op~ratiuns in the field, where general exham,tion pre
vailed on Loth sides, and wllere very little fighting was
going on.

In 1878, an armistice was agreed upon, and the
Cuban leaders met at Camagiiey to consider the over·
tures for peace offered by General Campos. General
Vicente Garcia, the successor of Cisneros as President
of the Cuban republic, and nine others, were appointed
a commission to confer with the Spanish commander,
and the meeting was held at Augustin, near Zanjon, in
the district of Camaguey. What is known as the
peace of Zanjon resulted from this conference, Feb·
ruary lOth,1878. By its terms, the Cubans relinquished
their fight for independence; and the demands of the
Cubans at the Commission of Inquiry in 1867, were
substantially conceded by Spain-at least, Spain /lgreed
to grant the reforms in question, in a slightly modified
form.
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This compact accomplished, Campos returned to
Madrid, but Canovas de Castillo resigned his ministr.r
rather than lay before the cabinet, of wlJich he was the
head, the plans which Campos had formulated for the
purpose of carrying out the reforms he had promised ill
the name of Spain, and which measures the Cubans had
imposed as a condition of layiug down their arms.
Canovas' resignation was in March, 1879, and im
mediately a new cabinet was organized by Campos,
who dissolved the Cortes and secured a majority repre
sentation iu the new legh;]ature. But Campos' plans
met with only lukewarm liupport from his colleagues, and
soon a split resulted in the llew cabinet, Campos resign
iug and Canovas returning to the ministry, while the
}Jromises made at Zanjon were ignored. The fiual
abolition of slavery was one of the results of the ten
years' war, this institutiou becoming extinct in 1887.
During the progress of the insurrection, the good offices
of the United States government were repeatedly
offered for the reestablishment of peace in the island.
President Grant in his mestmges of 1869 and of 1875 in
dicated this, and in 1876 a joint intervention of the
United States and the European powers, was proposed
by President Grant. Nothing came of this however,
although the question of recognizing the belligerency
of the Cuban republic, several times came before t]le
United States Congress, during the period named.
Several of the South American republics, did, however,
accord belligerent rights to the illsurgents and their in
dependence was recognized by Peru. How Spain kept
the promilles at Zanjon, has paslled into history, and an
other page in the book of dishonor and treachery has
beeu filled in. In her own haudwriting the natious Cllll
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see that Spain's losses in life as registered in the
archives at Madrid, were eight thousand officers and
illore than twenty thousand common soldiers; in
treasure, three hundred million dollars actually ex
pended and as much more by destruction in Cuba. The
Cuban losses in men were difficult to obtain, but were
probably not less than fifty thousand. During this
contest, the most intense bitterness prevailed on both
sides. No quarter was given, no prisoners were ex
changed; aU were slaughtered. The untold horrors of
the ten years that preceded the peace of Zanjon, far ex
ceeded those that have been recorded. From that
event, to the beginning of the present arllled contention
between Cuba aud Spain, ou February 24th, 1895, it
may be said that the efforts of patriotic and cultured
Cubans to obtain redress from the severity of iniquitous
laws, were never relaxed, and that the arbitration of
the sword was only invoked when aU other measures
had been tried and proved absolutely futile.



CHAPTER III.

OUR NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOR.

ONL'" one hundred and thirty miles from the light
houses and the sands of Florida, lies to the southeast
the long irregular crescent of Cuba. With seven
hundred and sixty miles for its greatest length and one
hundred and thirty-five miles for its greatest breadth,
it extends from 74° to 85° of west longitude, and from
19° 50' to 23° 10' of north latitude. Its convex
side turned to the north receives the swell of the
mighty Atlantic, broken only by the Bahamas, and to
the east across the narrow Windward Passage lies Hayti,
the Hispaniola of Columbus. Jamaica-once San
Jago, the property of England, dots the blue Caribbean
to the south, while on the west the finger of Cape
Antonio on the island points across the channel of
Yucutan to the mainland, with little more than a hun
dred miles between. Cuba in common with her sister
islands is almost entirel)' of coral or volcanic formation,
and any approach is attended with difficulty and danger,
~xcept in the case of the larger harbors. A cordon of
coral reefs guard nearly the entire extent of coast,
forming ml\ny lagoons and expanding into islands of
considerable size. One of the fortunate possessions of
Cuba is her large number of excellent harbors. That
of Havana, guarded by the frowning batteries of the
Morro and the Punta is one of the finest in the world.
S:tuated on the northwest coast of the island, its

(52)
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l>osition commanding both illiets to the Gulf of Mexico
gives it great political importance. The eutrance to
this magnificent bay is narrow, uut the water is deep
nnd the!e is no bar or other obstruction. \Vithin, a
thousand of the largest ships can ride in safety, while
vessels of the largest draught can come direct to tIle
wharves.

Cienfuegos on the southern coast can boast of more
than fifty square miles of safe anchorage. Others of
importance on the south are Santiano de Cuba, Man
tanUlo, Trillidad, Casilda and Guantanalllo, with more
than equal number Oil the northern coast illcluding
Bahia-Honda, Cabanas, Mariel, Matallzas, Nipe, Carde
nas alld naracoa. Something over forty-three thou
Hand square miles is tIle area of Cuba proper. The
Isle of Pines on the southwest contributes some twelve
hundred more, as Cuba has jurisdiction over this once
celebrated resort and hiding place for pirates. Nearly
the whole of the southern and a large portion of the
northern coast of Cuba are dotted with small islalHlH
amI keys, and everywhere the shores are fiat and hardly
above the level of high water.

The highest point of land on the island is the peak !of
Tarqnino, rising to about eight thousand feet 011 the
southeastern coast. Gran Piedra attains fifty-two hUll
dred feet. Ojo del Toro and Yunque each lift their
summits thirty-five hundred feet above tIle sea level,
while an almost isolated mass of which Poterillo is the
summit, riRes to three thousand feet immediately be
hind the harbor of Tl'illidad. Guajiboll, near the west
ern extremity of the island is the last of the noted ele
vations and reaches something more than twenty-five
hundred feet. Practically, the entire lelJgth of Cuba
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is traversed by a mountain range of valJ'ing height.
One part each of sanuiStone and of gypsum, not alike
however in proportion, and two parts of comp!\ct lime
stone compose the foundation of the western and cen
tral portions of the island, and as is usual in this forma
tion, the limestone oontains many caverns. To the
east of the central section the mountain ranges show
secondary formations of syellitic "lIU euphotide rocks
united in groups. Petroleum flows out of rents in the
serpentine with which the syenite strata is interoalated,
and springs of this fluid are found in abundance in the
eastel'll part of the island.

Of necessity the rivers of Cuba are of inconsiderable
length. They flow to the north and south, the largest,
the ('auto, rising in the Sierra del Cobre and falling into
the Bay of Buena Esperanza. Some sixty miles of this
dver are navigable.

The Sagua 1a Grande and Sagua la Chica are next in
importance and enter the Atlantio on the northern COft..,t.
Twenty-one miles for the former and a Iffi8 nnmber for
the latter is the extent to which they are navigable.
Smaller streams are the North and South Iatibonica,

I
the Cuyaguateje and the Sasa. There is a network of
streamlets iu the fertile valleys of the islands, and these
spread into swamps and marshes as they approach the.
coast assurnillg many of the characteristics of the ever·
glades of Florida. A notable instance is the Cienaga
ue Zapata on the southern coast. A magnificent cas
cade of nearly three hundred feet is formed by the river
Moa in a huge cavern in the hill bearing the same
name as the river.

As in other lands on the borders of the tropics, two
seasons take the place of the four belonging to the
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temperate zones-the wet and the dry. The former
lasts from April to October while the latter stands for
the early spring, autumn and winter of more northern
latitudes. From 70° to 95° of temperature is the
rauge on the lowlands along the sea ranges. That of
Havana averages through the year 77° and the climate
of the island ii:l, generally speaking, pleasant and salu
brious, the interior, or higher portions enjoying a more
temperate atmosphere than the coast lands. The yellow
fever which in the hot seasons afflicts the seaports more
by reason of lack of proper sanitation than from any
otLer cause, is entirely unknown in the interior, where
at elevations of over three h'undred feet the thermome
ter occasionally falls to the freezing point in winter.
The prevailing wind is the easterly trade, but cool
north winds or" northers" affect the western portions
oC the island for about forty-eight hours during the
months that intervene between October and March.

Hurricanes are not so frequent in Cuba ai:l in San Do·
mingo and other islands of the Archipelago. Wheu
they do occur, it is generally between the middle of
August and the middle of October. Slight shocks of
earthq uake are occasionally felt.

The mineral resources of Cuba have never been de
veloped. In the early history of the island, the pur
suit of gold and silver seems to have beeu the great ob
ject of the discoverers, and those who more immediately
followed them; hut though the precious metals un·
doubtedly exist, the quantity has never been sufficient
to repay the search. Some of the early writers such as
Anghiera aud Herrera, asserted that the island of CuLa
was richer in gold than San Domingo; but it may Le
doubted whether the gold sent from either of the islands

4
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to Spain during the early part of the oixteenth century
was really the fruit of labur and research. I t ill more
likely to have conoisted of tile accumulated wealth
of the aborigines ill previous centuriel:l, torn from
them by tyranny and rapiue at the periud of the con
quest.

If the alluvial deposits of the h;land ever contained a
Iiufficient proportion of gold to repay the labor of seek·
iug for it, either that proportion Ims diminiohed, 01' the
increasing value of labul' lias lIlade the search no longer
profitable. It il:l in sand of a gran itic quality that the
gold dust is usually found; and those part8 of the
iolllnd to which this description applies, are tile mouth8
of the rivers Damulli awl Cannadu which fall into the
bay of Jagua, and ill those parls of the river8 Sagua la
Grande amI Agabama wllich are lIearest to Escamur8.Y ;
also at the puint where the Saralllaguacan falls into the
bay of Nuevitas, and the rivers Holguin, Bayamo and
Nipa in the eastel'll pal't of tile island. Some speei
mens of the finest gold have beeu obtained from the
workings of the Agabama and Sagua Ill. Grande j b'ut at
an expense of time and labol' wllich would never re
munerate the parties engaged in it, unless through tile
introduction of modern amalgamating appliances. In
,1827, Don Jose Escalante announced the discovery of
silver and copper in tile lands of ~Ianicarragua. in the
jurisdiction of Villa Clara. The analysis of the first
excavations oy DOll Ramon de la Sagra gave great
lJromise of su~cess, affording no less than seven ounces
of t;ilver to the quintal of mineral j but tlle8e first ililli
cations wel'e not followed by corresp0J1(1i\l~ l'el;uIt,.;.

The presence of iron ill various parts of t he island, ill
beyoud doubt. Many portiolls of the great cOl'dillem,
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called the Sierra Maestra, are uudoubtedly crowned
with stones of a fClTugillous lIuture; but the difficulty
of access, the scal'city of fuel, antI the wunt of capital
are more than sufficicnt to explain why 110 serious at
tempt has heen made to engage in any exteusive min
ing operations, yet some deposits of high grade iron are
have been worked with s01l1e degree of success. Thc
native loadstone hall been found in the mountains of
Juragua, not fa l' from Santiago de Cuba, aud in some of
the riging gl"ouuds close to the ports of Tanamo and
Naranjo on the uortheastern coast. The mouutaim; of
Santa Egpiritu, Villa Clara, San Juan aud Trinidad
contain not only the precious metals, but a good deal
of iron.

A variegated serpentine marble is found at RegIa and
Guanabacao, as well as in the Sierras of San Juan and
Trinidad; and where it occurs, there are indications of
magnesia, with occasionally copper aud iron pyrites.
Specimens of chalcedony have also been found at Guana
baeao, said to be superior to that of Hecla. Chalcedony
has likewise been procured in the Sierra de J uragua, in
the eastern end of the island, in the lower Sierras of
Santo Espiritu, and in the bay of Nuevitas. Mines of
alum and copperas were at one time worked in the
mountains 01 Juragua, but were speedily abandoned.
Quartz and feldspar slates and schists have been found
in various places. The schistose formation shows itself
most conspicuously at the base of the mountains of San
Juan and Ttinidad where great masses of slate are to
be found of a dark blue color and of a pyritous and
bituminous quality well snited for writing upon. In
the quarries near Havana a thick slate is found, fit for
floors and pavemellts; but still better is hrought from
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the Isle of Pines. Marbles and jaspers of various colors,
and susceptible of the highest polish, are also to be
found in the Isle of Pines and in various parts of Cuba
as well. From the Cubre copper mines in the eastern

Ipart of the island, upwards of fifty tons per day of ore
are taken out. The richer part of this output is shipped
to Europe, while the poorer part is swelted at the
works. These mines are situated about twelve miles
from Santiago de Cuba, are of great extent and very
rich. Perhaps no better quality ofcopper ore is founu in
any portion of the world. Coal of a highly bituminous
nature abounds in Cuba. It affords a very strong heat
and leaves very little residuum in the form of ashes or
cinders. A mineral bitumen is found in different dis
tl'icts of the hiland. Sometimes it is in a liquid state,
like naptha, issuing from the fissures in the rocks; some
times soft, like wax or half melted resin, as at Guana
bacao and elsewhere, when it is called petroleum. It
was doubtless in this state that the first discoverers of
the island employed it in careening their ships; a fact
frequently referred to in accounts of the early voyagers.

The ;julia or !tulia from twelve to eighteen illches
ill length exclusive of the rat-like tail, is the only
peculiar quadruped kllown in Cuba. It is black in
~olor, feeds on leaves and fruits and lives .11 the hollows
of trees. Its flesh is sometimes eaten, but is insipid to
the taste. Of domestic animals the ox, the horse and
the pig, are by far the most valuable aud furm a large
prolJortion of the wealth of the island; there are sheep
and goats in inferior numbers and the number of
mules illcreases yearly. There are rabbits, and dogs,
and cats are sufficiently numerous. The bloodhound,
employed in early times in pursuit of the unfortunate
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abOl'igiues, and later to check the wanderings of the ne
groes, is not a native of the island, although it usually
bears the name of the Cuba bloodhound. The Perro
Jibaro is the common domestic dog, who has fled into
the mountains. Although at first of various races and
colors, when restored to a state of nature, they uniformly
become rough in the coat, nearly black in color, feru
cious and cal'llivorous, though not so fierce as the wolf
of Europe, and never turn on man until closely pressed
ill the chase. They live in the forests or in caverns,
and, although the constant object of uttack, they in
crease considerably in numbers, doing great damnge
to the pigs, sheep, goats and other inferior domestic
animals. The Gato Jibaro is iu like malmer the
domestic cat, who has fled and become wild, and ex·
ceedingly destructive in the poultry yard.

or domestic fowls, the cocks and hens of Europe are
by far the most numerous, and the English game cock is
prized for its decided pugnacity. The goose, the turkey,
the pigeon and the peacock are also well known, nnd
the parrot and parroquet are easily domesticated. The
sJlvun birds are numerous aud distinguishell by the
beauty of their plumage. Some two hUllllred species
are known on the island. Birds of prey are not uumer·
ous; and in Cuba as in other West I l1llian islands, the
lazy-looking, bald-headed vulture and the turkey buz
zard are protected by law and custom on account of the
important services they render by their prompt removal
of nIl sorts of carrion and other offal. The shortne8s
of the time required in consuming a d'ead ox, 01' a deati
mule, is almost incredible; although just before it fell,
not oue of these great, heavy-looking birds was to be
seen within the range of the visible horizon.
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The reefs and shallows, and the interior sandy beach
by which the island is lined throughout the greater part
of its circumference, but especially on the side of the
old Bahama Channel, the Isle of Pines and the Cayos
de Doce Leguas, are particularly favorable for the prll
duction of those species of turtle, from which the hl'~1

quality of tortoise·shell is procured. There are Ollll'I'

varieties of the Tortugo which illhahit the mouths or
I'ivers, and the lagoons, both salt and fresh. In deeper
waters, the crocodile and the caymall are found; the
latter more especially where the water is stagnant.
The manati belongs to the deep pools of frefih water,
and the iguana, a sort of lizard, to the banks of streams,
bays and lagoons. In some places the landcrab is so
excessively numerous, as to become troublesOlre, and
even dangerous to travelers on foot or on horseback.
For a mile or more at a time the whole surface of the
ground will be undermined by them, often producing
serious accidents by entrapping the foot of the traveler
or that of his horse. In some places the pigs feed on
these crabs, to the great injury of their health. The
common kind, the cangreja, is about seven illches in di
ameter, not including the extremities. These crusta
ceans cross the island from north to south every !'pring
when the rains commence. Oysters are numerous, but
of inferior quality, and may frequently be seen hanging
like fruit from the branches of the mangrove, a tree which
girdles the coast of most of tIle West India islands.

Snakes and reptiles are not very Ilumerous in Cuba.
The maia, twelve or fourteen feet in lellgth, and
eighteen 01' twenty inches in circumference, is gen
erally found in the Ileal' neighborhood of country
houses and other inhabited places, taking up its 10 dg-
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iug ill the roof, and preying on the poultry. It seldom
attacks man, and its flesh and fat are supposed to be
medicinal. A smaller snake, the jubo, about six feet
in length, is cOlll;idered more dangerous, and is also
Illore common than the lIlaja. It lives generally on the
surface of the ground, among stones and rubbish.

Among the insect tribe, the bee furnishes two impor
tant branches of export in its wax and its honey. In
the higher grounds, and the cultivated portions of the
island, the honey is of a delicious quality, but where
the bee feeds upon the flowers of the shrubs and plants
of the lower districts, the quality is very inferior.
There is another sort of bee, supposed to be indigenous,
called the abeja eriolla, much lighter in color, and with
a sting so short, that it scarcely makes itself felt. It
bnilds its hive in hollow trees in the interior of forests
or in clefts of the rock. Both the honey and wax are
clarker in color than that produced by the common bee,
alld possess balsamic qualities. The phosphorescent
iusects are also numerous in the island, and a dozen of
tile large sort called COC0!l0, when enclosed in a cage
prepared for the purpose, will emit so much light of a
hrilliant grecn color, as to enable one to read by it.
These insects may be preserved alive for three months
or 1110re, pl"Ovided they are frequently bathed, and their
favorite food, a piece of sugar cane stripped of its
Lark, is renewed at least daily. Among the noxious
insects, the ni[Jua, or jigger as it is called in the British
islands, is perhaps the most troublesome, and there is a
species of ant called the vivijagua which is exceedingly
clestrnctive in Cuba, particularly in orchards and coffee
plantations. The different members of the mosquito
family are an intolerable pest, and the sand-fly, though
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l:icarcely perceptible to the eye, is quite as troublesome
us the mosquito. The spider is, though, the most re
volting of the whole insect tribe, and its sting is 80

painful and poisonous al:i to produce fever. The scor
piuu it> very different from that of Europe in form, and
is much lells injurious. The centipede is neither so large
nor so common as ill many other West Indian islands.

A very large portion of the Island of Cuba is still
covered with dense forests, aud these are rendered
well nigh impassable by a luxuriant growth of tropical
plants and vines.

The palm is the regal tree of the island, the queen
of the forest. The common species, Palma Real
(oreodoxa t'egia) is found in all parts of the island, but
more largely in the western portion. It is intensely
and exclusively tropical; it gives no shade, and
bears no fruit that is valued by man; yet it has a
strange fascination over the eye and the fancy, that
will never allow it to be overlooked or forgotten. It
seems to be conscious of its want of usefulness for food
or shade, yet it has a dignity of its own, a pride of un
mixed blood and royal descent,-the hidalgo of the
60il. The palm not only furnishes by its flowers a
fruitful source of nectar to the bee, and by its seeds a
favorite food to animals, but ittlleaves and trunk pro
duce all the materials requisite to build a modest cot
tage. It vegetates in all soils on the il:iland, attains a
height of fifty to seventy feet, while the truuk, erect
and quite smooth, is but one or two feet thick. The
latter is covered by a perfect coat of minute white
lichen, giving it the look of unpolished marble, and is
sometimes variegated by patches of red and black
plants of the 8a~e species. It ends in a perfectly
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green top six feet long, composed of the footstalks of
the leaves, and enclosing' the embryo fuliage, which
when boiled is more delicate than the garden cabbage.
Each tree has twenty leaves, one of which is shed
auout every three weeks, leaving a circle of gum 011

the trunk which remains indelible, and by the number
of which the age of the tree can be calculated. It
bears fruit when it is eighteen years old, and lives
about two centuries; the one in the garden of the con
vent of Santa Clara, within the recollection of its sue·
cessive inmates, has nearly attained that age. From
the extremity of the green portion of the trunk, all
the leaf sterns spring in a single cluster. They are
about fourteen feet long, with stiff, lIarrow alld val'·
nished leaflets in a triple row, two slightly arched and
the third erect. The first circle of six stems arch
do\vnward, the second of a like number are horizon
tally arched, and the rest are more or less erect, with
their extremities ollly bent over; while from the centre,
a single unopened leaf, like a tall speal', shoots up ten
feet high. The whole tree resembles a marble column
supporting artifieial arches of foliage; and when in
flower, is a pel'fect model of the Corinthian colulllll.
There are several other varieties of palms indigenous
to the island, among \\' hich are the guano de cana,
chamerops; its leaves are preferred for thatching, and
on it the vanilla parasite, epidondruns, is alone found.
The guano de !Jllaraguano,. the guana de costa,. the mir·
a!J1La11o, chamel'ops antillarum, its leaves are very
strong and are used for making serones or sacks for
packhorses; the mana~a, the palma;'ata and the palma
epino,a. The cocoanut tree and the African palm are
found also everywhere.
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The granadillo, brya aoenus, grows in strong soil to
the height of twelve feet and is selected for its hard
uess aud beautiful color for walking sticks. The man
zanillo, llipomaue mallzilllillo, is found lIU the seacoasts
lIud low grounds, growiug to the Leight of twenty feet.
The fruit which l'ipens in A ugust, is used to poison
dogs. The iucaro bravo prieto, uenida, is a favorite
wood for buildiug, on account of its hardlless ulld
Qurability. It resembles somewhat the American live
oak, and attains tlIe height of forty feet and the
diameter of three feet; its fragant flower is pagerl)'
sought after by the Lee. The eoaTlo real, clJos piros
(ebony) grows over the whole island, and attains the
height of sixteen feet and the diameter of one foot; it
is blacker than the ebano carbolle,'o, and more sought
after. The lignuIIl vital or guaiac tree is also common
in many places. The 1Ilaiagua, hibiscus tiliaceus, is a
fine widespreading tree, growing to the height of
thirty-five feet and bears dull red flowers. It is re
markable for the strength of its bark, which is stripped
into l'ibbons, allli without any other preparation is

I twisted into thick ropes for wells allli ox carts, being
'stronger than hemp. There are others re\llarkable for
durability and beauty, but the most relllurlmLle tree in
Cuba is the jaguey macko, ficus indica, and it seldom
fails to attract the notice of e\"ery vil.ii tor. It is a par
asite at first, and frequently sends from the topmost
branches of tile giant ceiba, or cotton tree, a small
string down to tile soil; which, as it approaches the
earth, divides illto nllmerous tlll'cads, each taking root.
When about the thickness of a mall's arm, though
sometimes twenty feet frolll the trunk of the ceiba, it
sends off a great many horizontal side-suckers or roots
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nearly fifty feet from the grouud, all pointing toward
the trunk of its foster parent. They at length reach it,
encircle it on all sides, and increasing in strength and
size, destroy it in their close embrace. The ceiba de
cays and not a vestige of it is left; while the jague!l,
with its multiplied arms and roots soldered at every
point into a curiously wrought trunk, and its irregular
branches high ill air, forms the most hideously-shaped
tree of the forest. When once it takes root, no tree
can withstand its destructive grasp. It bears a fruit,
in May, that is greedily devoured by the bat; and on
incision of its bark a resin exudes, which mixed with
that of the maboa, is useu as bird lime and as a stimulate
ing plaster for the chest. Among other curious trees,
is the sand box tree, covered to its smallest branches
with a close mail of large conical thoms, and bearing a
pod of beans, so shaped that it makes a perfect sand
box j the trumpet tree, with a hollow trullk; the man
grove, sending down roots from every branch until it is
multiplied into a forest, growing from the sea; these are
but a few of the most curious. Probably the mahogany,
the cedar and the ebony are the most valuable, and
'large quantities of these" woods of value" are 'ex
ported.

Of the fruits of the island, the pine or allana and
the orange are placed in the first class. The fig
and the strawberry are to be found, although not so
common. The nispero, or sapote de la India, is also an
excellent fruit. There are, also, the melon of Castile
and the saudia, 01' watermelon, with plantains and
bananas in great variety, anu the reu" alld yellow mamey
apple, while the lemons and sweet limes of the islalld
are found in every tllickct. Among the roots used for
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fllml, the sweet and bitter cassava are perhaps the most
illJp:irtant. The sweet root is eaten as a vegetable, and
the bitter is converted into bread after its poisonolls
juice has beeu extracted. The bread is made iu the
form of very thin cakes. Of the sweet potato there
are varions sorts with an eqnal variety of names, The
yam abounds and is considered more nutritive than
any of the sweet potatoes From the sago plant, the
flour of that llallle is prod uced. Indian corn or maize,
is indigenous, and two crops of it are obtained in the
)'ear; and before it goes to seed, the leaves are an ex
cellent feed for horses. Rice is also produced in con
siderable quantities in many districts of the island,
particularly along the muddy belt surrounding the
coast. The grains are smaller than those of the
Carolina rice, but that produced in the island is pre
ferred by the inhabitants. Beans of various 80rts are
also produced, but the cultivation of wheat has been
abandoned. The cultivation of indigo has been re
peatedly attempted in Cuba, but never with much suc
cess. The cott.on plant thrives in many districts but
has never received much attention. Cocoa and
chocolate are also grown, but sugar, and tobacco are
the chief agl'icultural products of Cuba.

In furmer years, coffee was one of the leading articles
of export, but the growing of coffee has almost ceased
under the competition of Brazil and Java. The change
from coffee plantations to sugar plantations,-from the
cafetal to the ingenio, seriously affected the social, as
well as the econo~ic condition of Cuba. Coffee must
grow under shade. Consequently the coffee.estate was,
in the first place, a plantation of trees and by the hun
dred acres. Economy aud taste led the planters, who
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were chiefly the French refugees from San Domingo,
to select fruit trees, alld trees valuable for their wood,
as well as pleasing f~r their beauty and shade. Under
these plalltatious of trees, grew the coffee plaut, an ever
green, and an almost evedloweriug plant, with berries
IIf changing hues, which, twice a year, brought its fruit.o;
to maturity.

That the coffee migllt be tended and gathered,
avenues wide enough for wagons must be carried
through the plantations, at frequent intervals. The
plantation was, therefore, laid out like a garden, with
avenues and footpaths, all under the shade of the finest
trees, and the spaces between the avenues were groves
of fruit trees alld shade trees, under which grew,
trimmed down to the height of five or six feet, the
coffee plaut. The labor of the plantation was in tend.
ing, pic1dng, drying, and shelling the coffee, and gather
illg the fresh fruits of trees for use and for the market,
alld for preserves and sweetmeats, and in raising'Vege.
tables allll poultry, and rearing sheep and horned cattle
allll horses. It was a beautiful and simple horticulture
011 a very large scale. Time was required to perfect
til is gal'den-the Cubans called it paradise-of a cafe·
till; but when matured, it was a cherished home. It
required and admitted of no extraordinary mechanical
power, 01' of the application of steam, or of science be
Jonu the knowledge of soils, of simple culture, and of
plants and trees. The disastrous hurricanes of1843 and
1845, wldcb destroyed lUauy and damaged most of the
coffee estates, added to the lack of protection on the
part of the government, virtually put an end to the
coffee plantations, But the same causes of soil and
climate which made Cuba inferior in coffee growing,
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gave her a marked superiority in the cultivntion of
sugar. The damaged plantations were not restorcd as
coffee estates, but were laid dOWll to the sugar cane;
and gradually; first in the western and northel'1l parts,
\lnd then extending easterly aIHl southerly over thc ell·
tire island, exquisite cafetals have been prostrated aUlI
dismantled, the groves of shade and fruit trees cut
down, the avenues and footpaths ploughed up, and the
denuded land laid down to wastes of sugar cane.

Coffee was in habitual use at Constautinople at least
a century before a coffee house was heard of in
Paris or London. In 1672 at the fair of St. Germain,
coffee was first sold publicly j but it had previously been
introduced at the court of his Most Christian Majesty,
by Soliman Aga, and soon afterwards an Armenian estab
lished in Paris the first coffee house that ever existed in
We8teru Europe. As SOOll as it became less an article
of luxury and fashion than of comfort and necessity, the
greatest efforts were made by such of the European
lJowers as possessed colonies within the tropics to carry
thitller the coffee tree amI accustom it to the climate.
The Dutch were the first who succeeded. They carried
it from Mocha to Batavia, and from Batavia they
brought specimells to Amsterdam. The burgomasters
of that city, sent a tree as a present to Louis XIV., who
caused it to be carefully planted in the hothouses of
the Garden of Plauts. From thence in 1720 it W~
transferred to Martinique by M. Declieux, who was the
first to iutroduce it in America. Afler being natural·
ized in Martinique, the French planters of San Domiugo
followed the example; and fl'oll1 Sau Domingo it was
carried to Jamaica, from whcuee il spreal1 rapidly over
the whole of the West I lid ip..;.



CHAPTER IV.

CUBAN CITIES.

HAVANA first. San Cristobal de la Havana, if you
please, or with the becoming solemnity of formal official
documents" La Biempre Fidelissuna Ouidad de San Oris
tobal dB la Habana." An episcopal see as well as the
seat of government, with a population of some three hun
dred thousand souls. The average traveler approaches
the city for the first time with ideas of rather a romantic
character. There will be grim fortresses guarding a
magnificent bay, row upon row of palm trees and a pro
fusion of fruit and flowers surely, and all under a
tropical sun.

What he does see after passing the narrow strait,
under the batteries of the Morro and the Punta into
the harbor of Havana, is a low lying city of white, yel
low and blue houses with red tiled roofs, the towers of
churches rising above all, and long vistas of regulllr
lines of green trees losing themselves i.n the distance.
A quaint and novel scene, full of strangeness. Around
the walls of Havana cluster memories of haughty
Spanish dons, visions of gallant adventurers and ex
plorers, of murderous freebooters and gold-laden ships.
Brushing these aside as the steamer threads her way
among vessels flying the flags of all nations, until the
anchorage is reached, the traveler makes bis first ac
qllaintance with the boatmen of Havana and their
unique craft, which resemble a small canal boat with

(71)
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the top of a market wagon added. If not dazed by the
babel of hotel runners, the presence of the custom offi.
cials asking for passports, and competitive profanity
that would do credit to the mate of a Mississippi steam.
boat, get yourself and baggage over the side and entel
the comfortless boat of a hotel runner and commit your
self to his tender mercies. If you look back upon the
harbor you will see that it has the form of the ace of
clubs, the entrance being the handle; or of the sham
rock, when the stalk would be the handle and the three
internal bays, its leaves. The alleys and byways, as
they seem to you, through which you pass on first reach.
ing the shore, are here regarded as streets or even
avenues. If you are wise you will walk to the hotel
you have selected, gaining in this way strange yet agree
able impressions which will not be marred by the lapse
of years. You are now in the land of people" who
never learn and who never forget," and in an hour
you will see more ancient things in common use than
there are in Cairo. The prevalence of iron barred win
dows in human habitations will strike you disagreeably.
Everywhere it is the same, hotels, stores, dwellings
every window barred from top to bottom. Do not ex
peot glass in these windows, or a carpet on your room,
or a self-respecting mattress, or such a convenience as
a latchkey, for they are not here. You are not used to
variegated awnings stretched across the streets or the
funny names of the funnier stores, as the" Delicias de
las Damas" (ladies' delight), or U Palo Gordo" (fat stick)
-you are taking your first lessons in Havana life.

Here in Havana there are hotels and hotels. Though
very unlike the" Fifth Avenue " or the U Waldorf," every
taste and purse can be satisfied, and one soon finds the
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early morning chocolate or coffee, the cool salads and
fruits of the eleven o'clock breakfast, and the abundant
dinners at five or six o'clock, very pleasant and agree
able. One convenience you will certainly miss: there
is not a hotel elevatOl' in the city. Perhaps the most
lively part of Havana is the Paseo, lIear the Tacon
theatre, where the Hotel IlIglaterra fronts the Parque
Isabel. There the military band plays every night, and
from the balconies of the hotel the views of the entrance
to the harbor and of the" Prado" can never be forgotten.

Your first view of a volante will abide with you as
well. This is said to be the sole and only Cuban in·
vention and has been described as a "cross between a
mule litter and a wheelbarrow run backward," and it
has also been said" that there should be societies for its
gradual suppression as a horse-killer." Look at this one.
A pair of very long, limber shafts, at one end of which
is a pair of huge wheels, and at the other end a horse
with his tail braided and brought forward and tied to
the saddle, an open chaise body resting on the shafts,
about one-third of the way from the axle to the horse;
and on the horse is a negro, in large postilion boots,
long spurs and a bright jacket. Every third man, per
haps more, and not a few women are smoking cigars or
cigarritos. There are things moving along, looking like
cocks of new mown grass, under way, but presently you
see the head of a horse or a mule peering out from
under the mass, and a tail is visible at the other end,
and feet are picking their slow way over the stones.
These are the carriers of green fodder, the fresh-cut
stalks and blades of corn, and they supply all the
horses and mules in the city with their daily feed, as
no hay is used. There are also mules, asses and horses,

5
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with bananas, plantains, oranges and other fruits in
panniers reaching almost to the grouud.

From the sea, Havaua presents a picturesque appear
ance j the long lines of shippiug allli fortification5, with
the church towers as well, relieve the effect of the gaily
colored houses. Havana within the walls, is the old
part of the city, and although the walls are almost
entirely demolished, this part is still spoken of in this
way to distinguish it from the newer portion lying
without. The old city has streets of the narrowest
description, while the newer portion has wide thorough
fares, bordered with trees. The houses are for the
most part of stone and have flat roofs, as iu Spain.
The stranger will note the lavish use of white marbltl
and be surprised to learn that it is brought from Genoa,
in spite of the fact that the quarries on the island are
sufficient to supply the demand. Havana has been de
scribed as "a city of noises aud smells," and this will
be true, as long as there is unsatisfactory drainage and
no satisfactory cleaning of the lltreets. The refuse of
the city is placed upon the narrow sidewalks aud ill re
Imoved during the night in a perfunctory sort of way
by negroes. Much has been written about tile defenses
uf Havaua, and the Spaniards affect to believe them im
pregnable. El Morro and La Punta guard the entrance
to the bay, with the CabaiJa on the same side as the
Mono, and both to the east. The Castle of Atares at
the head. of the western arlll of the bay, cOllllllallds buth
the city and the neighborhood, alld the Castillo del
Principe, on an eminence to the west, is tile terminus
of the Paseo Militar. If not a military man, it was
formerly easy to obtain permission to visit the iuterior
of the Cabanas fortress, and the view from the outer
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parapet is one of the most varied and pleasing around
the city. Far down lies a forest of masts, the tops of
which are hardly on a level with the base of the for
Lress j and just beyond is the populous city, with its
solid blocks of turretted houses and occlIlJJiug every
space of the level land, and creepiug half way up its
hlllToundillg hills. Southward, the shores of the little
bay can be traced, everywhere studded with villas, its
bosom covered by a fleet of vessels from all nations,
riding secmely at anchor, and the summits of the ad
jacent heights crowned by forts, protecting yP.t com·
mauding the city. There are mauy beautiful drives
neal' Havana, f!'Om which fine views may be obtained
of the city and harbor. The Bishop's gardeu is well
worth a visit. It was laid out by Juan de Espada, who
established the public cemetery, and whose patriotism
was so manifest, that it excited the jealousy of the
mother country. He was recalled, but the Habaneros
could not consent to part with their worthy bishop j

nud a certificate, asserting that the state of his health
req uired him to remain, and signed by all the physicians
of Havana, obtained the desired favor.. No city in
America has such an avenue as the Paseo de Tacon,
aud you are told that like most of the glories of Havana
it is owing to the energy and genius of the man whose
name it bears, It is straight, very wide, with two car
riage-ways and two footways, with rows of trees be
tween and at three points has a statue and a fountain.
It is nearly three miles in length and reaches from the
Campo de Marte, just outside the walls, to the last
statue and public garden, on gradually ascending
ground, aud lined with beautiful villas, and rich
garden8 full of tropical tl'ees and plants.
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There is no better way to get an idea of the sights
of Havana than to hire a carriage by the hour and
drive in the early morning. Here is the Plaza de
Armas, with its garden of trees and rich, fragrant
flowers in full bloom, in front of the governor's palace.
It is also adorned with fountains and a colossal statue
of Ferdinand VII. At the cornel', is the chapel erected
over the spot, where, under the auspices of Columbus,
mass was first celebrated on the island. We are driven
by a gloomy convent, by innumerable shops, by drink
ing places, billiard rooms and the thick, dead walls of
houses, with large windows grated like dungeons, and
large gates showing glimpses of interior court YOl'ds,
sometimes adorned with trees and flowers. A charac·
teristic anecdote is related of an American sailor, who
saw several ladies looking out upon the street through
their grated parlor windows. Supposing them to be
prisoners, and sympathizing with their forlorn condi
tion, he told them to keep up a good heal't,-and then,
after observing that he had been in limbo himself, he
threw them a dollar, to the -great amusement of the
spectators, who understood the position of the inmates.
Horses and carriages and gentlemen aud ladies and serv
ants, all seem to use the same entrance. There is one
curious custom in Havana. In the chief room, rows of
chairs are placed, facing each other and always Innning
at right angles with the street wall of the house. As
you pass along the street yon look up this row of
chairs-for the windows come to the ground-and in
these the family and the visitors take their seats in
formal order. You are thus privileged to inspect all
the front parlors of Havana and can note each lady's
toilet and see who is visiting her. Thel"e are DO dis·
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tinctive costumes among the men. No Spanish hats,
or Spanish cloaks, or bright jackets, or waistcoa.ts, or
open, slashed trousers, that are so picturesqne in other
Spanish countries; their dress would excite no particu
lar comment in Paris, or London, or New York. We
drive through the Puerta de Monserrate, a heavy gate
way of the prevailing yellow or tawny color, where
soldiers are on guard, across the moat, out upon the
Paseo Isabel and are now without the walls. This
Paseo is a gl'and avenue runnillg across the city fl'Om
sell. to bay, with two carriage drives abreast, anu two
walls for foot passengers, and all lilled with trees in
full foliage. Here we catch a glimpse of the Morro,
and there of Presidio and here we are at the Tacon
theatre. The evening is the busiest season for the
shops and much of the business of shoppillg is done
after the gas is lighted. Volantes and victorias are
driving to and fro, and stopping at the shop doors, and
attendants take theil' goods to the doors of the CRr·
riages. Billiard rooms and cafes are filled, and the
evening is the principal time for walking and for pay
ing calls. The Cubans have a taste for grandiloquent
or pretty names. They name the shops after the sun,
moon alld stars; after gods and goddesses, demigods
and heroes; after fruits and flowers, gems and precious
stones; after favorite names of women, with pretty,
fanciful additions; and after all alluring qunlitics, nil
delights of the senses and nIl pleasing affections of the
miud. The wards of jails and hospitals are each known
by some religious or patriotic designation; and twelve
guns ill the Morro are named for the twelve apostles.
Every town has the name of an apostle or saint, or of
lOme sacred subject. The Fish Market is an object of
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no little Intereat In Havana, not only for the rloh
variety or beautiful fl.hell that ullually decorate Itllon8
marble table, but for the place itself IllJcl itll hlstor)"
It was built during the administration of General TI1COII,

hy a Mr. Marti, who, for a service \'elldered the gO\"
el"lll1lent in detecting a gang of smugglers, with whom
it was at least suspelited thllt he WI1S too well ac·
quainted, was permitted to monopolize the sale of fi:,;h
in the city for twenty years. Having the prices at hilt
own control, he made an exceedingly profitable busi.
ness out of it, and became one of the rich men of tile
island. He was also the proprietor of the Tacon
theatre, which is one of the largest in the world. aud
which also had a tweuty years' monopoly, without com
petition from any rival estaulishment. The Fish
Market is olle hUlltlred Ilud fifty feet in leugth, with
one marble table exteuuing from end to end, the roof
supported by a series of arches resting upon plain pil.
lars. It is open on one side to the street, lIud on the
other to the harbor. It is consequentl,}" well ventilated
and airy. It is probably the neatest and most invitiug
el!tablishment of the kind in any country, and all visi
tors to Havana should pay their respects to it.

.. No traveler, except for some special or overruling
reason, lelwes, willingly, Havana"; so wrote N. P
Willis, and the visitor to the capital city of Cuba, will
in a majority of instances, agree that this is true.
While Havana is not Cuba in the sense that .. Paris is
France," yet all the customs and manners of the island
are reflected there. Whether one drives or walks. he
is sure to find along such streets as Ricla, lined with
handsome stores; up Mercaderes street. with its offices
and warehouses; along O'Reilly street, which extends

I
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along aide the Governor's palace to the walls or the
city. IOmething new, novel, inspil'iting and instructive.
So it is as well with Obispo street, the" Calzada de
Oatians," the "Calzada del Corro," the Avenue of
Palms and other celebrated thoroughfares. One or
tIle most beautiful villas in the vicinity of Havana is
that of the Count de la Fel'llandina on the Paseo d&
Tacon.

The number of Irish families who have taken rank in
the Spanish service and become connected with Cuba,
is rather remarkable, Beside O'Reilly, there are
O'DonneJ, O'Farrel, and O'Lawlqr, descendants of
Irishmen who entered the Spanish service after the
battle of the Boyne, When you come to leave Havana,
you find that the strange and pictnresque character of
the city has interested you more than you think, and
regret the inevitable feeling that you can never relate
the tenth part of what you have seen and heard.

We will go to Matanzas, and by rail. There are two
roads, the longer one leaving from the station at Villa
Nueva, outside the walls, and the shorter from RegIa,
which is reached by ferry from the foot of Luz street,
Havana. Either route is beautiful. Matanzas is
situated on the northern shore, about sixty miles east
of Havana. It commands the resources of a rich and
extensive valley, and its exports of sugar and molasses
are very large, The bay of Matanzas is deep and
broad, and is defended by the Castle of San Severino.
The harbor at the head of this bay if! curiously pro·
tected against the swell of the sea, by a ledge of rocks
extending nearly across it, leaving a narrow channel on
each side for the admission of vessels. The city is
built upon a low point of land, between two small
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rivers-San Juan and YUlnul'ri-from which 80 heavy
a deposit of mud has been made as to materially lessen
the capacity of the harbor. The ancllOrage ground is
consequently about half a mile from the shore and
cargoes are lightered. Matanzas is the second city in
importance, and occupies the site of an Indian viIlage,
known to the eady discoverers. It has a fine public
square-Plaza de Armas,-churches, and the finest
theatre on the island. Near l\Jatanzas are the cele
brated "Caves of Bellamar," which can be reached by
a pleasant drive of an hour. Matanzas has quite a
Venetian look from some points, and altogether gi\'es
one a pleasing impression of beautifnlly built houl\es,
with plenty of colored tiles, in luxurious gardens. alld
across the bay the hills that overtop the valley of Yu
l11urri, beautiful beyond description.

Cardenas is a comparatively new place and is some
times called the American City, with some twenty-two
thousand inhabitants. It is finely situated at the head
of a beautiful bay, fifty miles eastward of Matanzas.
This bay was once a famous resort for pirates, who, se
cure from observation or willl{ed at by the well-fed offi
cials, brought in the vessels they had seized, drove them
ashore on the rocl{s and then claimed their cargoes as
wreckers, the murdered crew not being able to claim
even a salvage for their right.ful owners. In the ex
hibition of scenes like this, the bay of Cardenas was not
alone, or singular. MallY an overhanging cliff and
dark inlet of that blood stained shore could tell a
similar tale. Cardenas is the shipping point for a fine
sugar growing district, is well laid out with churches,
cafes, and numbers of finely built wharves.

What is regardel1 as the finest sugar plantation on
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the island-.the "Flor de Cuba," is situated in the
vicinity of Cardenas.

Sagua ]0. Grande is what might be called a large
town, of nineteen thousand inhabitants. It is situated
on the river of the same name and has railroad commu
nication with Villa Clara farther in the interior, and
with Cienfuegos on the southern coast.

Villa Clara. is a very old town, its founding dating
back to 1689. Probably it now has a population of
fifteen thousaud souls. W'ealth is abundant in this city
and the women are celebrated for their grea~ teauty.

Ciellfuegos, on the beautiful bay of Jaqua, on the
southern coast, has, like Cardenas, numbers of Ameri
can merchants. Its beauty is enhanced by the majestic
hills that encircle it, and it presents the appearance of
a regularly laid out city. The public square is perhaps
the largest in the island and is adorned with fine stat
ues. The Commandante of the district resides here.
and there is one really fine old church. From Cien
fuegoa one may go by fine lines of steamers to Bata·
bano, taking the Isle of Pines on the way, or westward
to Trinidad, Santiago de Cuba, etc. Trinidad is a
rambling sort of a town, about six miles distant from
the sea. The little village of Casilda is the port, and
lighterage is employed in hanulillg cargoes.

Trinidad is one of the oldest towns on the island, being
settled in 1513 by Diego Velasquez. In common with
other Cuban settlements, it suffered much at the hands
of pirates in its early days. and the bay of Casilda wit·
nessed the battle between the Spaniards and English,
in which, after three daJll' fighting, the English were
obliged to withdraw. W~ll built storehouses are char
acteristic of Trinidad, but the streets are crooked and
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narroW'. Some private edifices are really magnificent,
and the publio square, called the Plaza de Serrano, fJ
well laid out.

Around the Plaza de Carillo, which is very nearly
the centre of the town, is a broad stone paseo, and in
side there is beautiful shrubbery, vines and a graceful
arbor; with a profusion of gas jets at night. The
views and drives around Trinidad· are superb, particu
larly the drive to the "Lorna del Puerto." In the
winter, Trinidad is particularly gay and at any time
has a wonderful charm for the visitor. The gardens
of the Queen-" Jardines de la Reina "-are clusters
of small islands, some sixteen hours' steaming from
Trinidad. These keys-for tiley are not much more,
were named by Columbus. on his first voyage, and pre
sent a most agreeable appearance as the steamer thread~
her way between their alternately wooded and barren
shores.

Santa Cruz is the next stopping place, and Puerto
Principe, in the interior of the island, can only be
reached from this side of the island, at this point.
There is little in Santa Cruz to attract the traveler.

And now here is Manzanillo, on the bay of Guacaua
yabo, an old town, settled in 1790, and one that in the
early years suffered much from the buccaneers who
plied their nefarious calling in these waters. Very
much of the celebrated "Yara" tobacco is shipped
from here,' and there are sponge and turtle fisheries to
the westward. Manzanillo has thirteen thousand or
more people to promenade in the lJeautiful Plaza de
Armas, but there is little here to delay the traveler. and
now we must steam westward for awhile in order to
round tile Cape of the Cross, the extreme southern ex-
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tremlty of Cuba. Some of the hlghelt peaka in the
island I,e in the It Sierra Maestri," and here Ire .1

grand viewlI of mountain lIeenery .. I,e to be found in
the United Statell.

Santiago de Cuba is another of the Cuban cities
founded by Diego Velasquez, on his first voyage, in
1515, and the waters of its bay saw Juan de Grijalva
sail for Yucatan and Panfilo de Narvaez for Florida,
and witnessed the arrival of the first Bishop of the
island, Fr. Miguel Ramirez de Salamanca, as well
as that of Hernando de Soto on the occasion of his
assuming the command of the island. The French
captured the city in 1553, and at times, the attacks of
pirates nearly depopulated the city. It is now defended
by the Morro Castle. the batteries of Aguadores and
Estrella and the Cabanas. Santiago has suffered se·
verely from earthquakes, and to this day the inhabitants
rush into the streets and fall upon their knees at the
first sound of the" terre moto." The year 1608 saw

. the cathedral ruined by an earthquake and in 1766,
more than one hundred persons were killed and a large
portion of the city destroyed by another seismic dis
turbance. Hernando de Soto was the first" alcade "
(mayor) of the city and report has it, that the remains
of Velasquez were buried in the old cathedral. The
streets of Santiago de Cuba are regularly laid out, and
the stone houses are well built. Some of the streets
are very steep. climbing to the top of the hill, where
the plain called Campo del Marte commands superb
views of the bay and the mountain ranges. The grand
cathedral is on the eastern side of the "Plaza de la
Reina," (Square of the Queen) in the centre of the city.
and is the largest cathedral in the island. It has suf-
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fered from earthquakes, but is in fairly good repair.
The effect of the interior is best in the evening, when
the fading sunlight falls along the main aisle. The
altar and choir are very imposing and the chapels are
elegantly decorated. The large iron cannon, repeatedly
captured in a war in San Domingo, rests in a niche be·
low the cathedral. "Paseo de Concha" is a beautiful
drive, and it is very fashionable to be seen there on
Sunday afternoons. The aqueduct .. EI Paso de la
Virgen" supplies the city with an abundance of water.
If you take the steamer for a trip around the eastern
end of the island, you pass the beautiful bay of Guall
tallomo, one of the finest barbors on the coast. Cape
Maisi will try your abilities for staying on deck during
the rough seas that are often found there and Baracoa
will be reached in about sixteen hours.

Baracoa has certainly very little to recommend it
aside from the fact that it is the first settlement made
on the island of Cuba. Columbus, however, wrote of
it "the multitude of palm trees of various forms, the
highest and most beautiful I have ever met with, and
an infinity of other great and green trees; the birds
in rich plumage, and the verdure of the fields, render
this country, most Serene Princes, of such marvelous
beauty, that it surpasses all others in charms and
graces, as the day does the night in lustre. I have
been so overwhelmed at the sight of so much beauty
that I have not known how to relate it."

These words may be applied to many other points ill
this beautiful island where nature seems to have run
riot.

It was Diego Velasquez again, who settled this
town, and the name he gave it was " Nuestra Senora



CUBAN CITIES. 87

de la Asuncion" (our Lady of the Assumption). This
place was once the capital city of Cuba. a bishopric,
and the residence of the governor of the island, but is
now merely a shipping point for pineapples, bananas,
cocoanuts and such products; with a population of
about three thousand inhabitants. .

The town of Holguin in the interior is connected by
road, with the coast, at Jibara, which is a new port by
comparh;on with those we have seen. Here is a beautiful
and roomy bay, but without sufficient depth of water to
allow vessels to reach the wharves; so, as in so many
other ports on the island, lighters are employed to load
and unload the craft that visit Jibara in large numbers.
There is a toy fort, which is supposed to guard the har·
bor, and the surroundings are a paradise for a lazy man.

The town of Nuevitas is llmaH and unpretending,
but the bay is superb and the second in extent of
Cuba's beautiful harbors. It island-locked and reached
by a narrow strait four or five mil~s in length, and
while the water is not deep, it is deliciously inviting
by its clearness. The name of Puerto Principe was
given to this lovely spot, by Columbus, on November
14th, 1492. Anchoring here, the great captain erected
a cross as a visible sign of possession, and fOIl a number
of days afterwards explored the beautiful islands in the
vicinity, to wnich he gave the name of "EI Jardin del
Rey" (the King's Gardens). The original name of the
town was Santa l\Iaria, but no permanent settlement
was effected, until 1513. when on his memorable voy
age, Diego Velasq uez plan ted the colony there, that
was afterwards removed to the Indian village of Cao
nao, and a little later to Camaguey in the interior, now
known as Puerto Principe. The present Dame of t~
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town, in full, is San Fernando de Nuevitas, and as
such, its date is modern, only going back to 1819, when
it became the port of entry for Puerto Principe, forty
five miles distant. The exports from this place are
sugar, molasses and hides, and sponge and turtle fish
eries are carried on by an aquatic tribe, who live in
houses built on poles, and directly over the water.

A stranger in Puerto Principe will receive the im·
pression that he is in some forgotten land, at least one
hundred years behind the age. The heart of the graz
ing country is around this quaint town of .. Santa
:\Iaria del Puerto Principe," and much of the import4

anca of the town is derived from this fact. The
forty thousand people that comprise the populatioll.
are hospitable to a degree-a fortunate circulllstance
for the stranger, especially if he has letters of intro
duction-for there are no hotels, but the streets are
narrow and crooked and without sidewalks. There
are several old churches as quaint and ali queer as the
town itself, a theatre, and the public buildings are
rather above the average in Cuban toWllS.

The western part of the island contains the town of
Batabano, Guanajay, San Christobal and Pinar Del Rio,
1111 of which will afford the tourist many and pleasant
and abiding memories, and in whatever direction he
may travel, by rail, by steam, by volante or on horse
back, he will find more of color, fascination and interest,
than in any other land, unless it be Spain itself. The
country is strange and beautiful, and the habits of the
Cubans novel and striking.



CHAPTER V.

SIGHTS AND SCENES.

SAN DIEGO is the Saratoga. of the tropics, and tht'
wonderful curative properties of its springs are known
throughout the length and breadth of Cuba. These
marvelous baths are on the left bank of the Caiguanabo
river in the Vuelta Abajo. To reach this healing spot,
one must leave Havana early in the morning of Thul'l:;
days by the railroad to Batabano, changing cars at San
Felipe-and upon arrival take the steamer which con
nects with the train for Dayaniguas, reaching there the
next morning. Early on this day (Friday), under es
cort of a detachment of the mounted Guardia Civil the
trains of carriages leave for San Diego, which is reached
at half past nine o'clock, having stopped for breakfast
and ohallge of horses at Paso Real. The story of the
discovery of these waters,and the founding of the vil
lage, is, that a slave named Domingo being attacked
with leprosy was compelled to live apart from any hab·
itation in a hut built for him in the mountains. Pro
hiuited from approaching anyoue, the negro tired of his
solitary life, and went roamiug about in search of adven
tures. He finally made his auode in a cave and sub·
sisted 011 wild fruits and roots. One day while bath
ing to obtain some relief from the pain of his disease,
he discovered that the water of tile pool was warm alld
peculiar. Continuing these baths for a long time, his
disease left him, and iu good health he l'eturned to the

(89)
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house of his master, claimillg that a miracle had been
wrought upon him by St. Diego. It is pleasant to
learn that he. ended his days near his master in the full
possession of freedom. Soon the news spread and all
sorts and conditions of people hastened to try the mi
raculous waters. From the first simple huts of palm
leaves has grown a considerable town of handsome
houtles, a church and numerous hotels. Some two
thousand vitlitors reside there during the gay seaSOll.
Here is a fine opportunity for a stranger to study the
etiquette and manners of the best people of Cuba and
Havana. The government has assisted in building up
the town, and the dyke that has been constructed to
keep the waters of the river from the springs, is really
1\ skilful piece of engineering. These springs are four
in number and are known as the" Tigre," the" Tern
plado," the "Paila," and the" Santa Lucia." These
springs have an average temperature of about ninety
degrees and emit a great quantity of sulphuric acid gas.
All are enclosed under one roof and the tanks and
swimming pools are well appointed. In the neighbor
hood of San Diego a:-e the" Arcos de Caiguanabo"
caves formed by the passage of the San Diego River
through a peculiar natural formation of rocks. The
journey to these caves is generally made on horseback
and amid wild and picturesque scenes, and these con
crete petrifactions. the" doors," as they are sometimes
called, are well worth a visit, although inferior to those
of Bellamar near Matanzl\s.

The famous sanctuary of Nuestra Senora de la Cal'i
dad del Cobre is to the pious Cuban what Mecca is to
the Turk, what Rome is to the Italian. It is the resort
of pilgrims who make otferingti or pay vows made in
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some season of sorrow or calamity. The little village
is about twelve miles from the city of Santiago de
Cuba, at the Lase of the Cobre (copper) mountains on
the southeastern coast of the island. An old church
far up the mountain side was the home of the mirac
ulous image of the Virgin until the number of successful
miracles it wrought and the accumulated wealth from the
grateful offerings became so great, that the society of
priests who had it in charge determined to Luild a temple
that would be a worthy resting place for la BanctiBBima
Virgin. The legend which is always told in reverent
language is in effect that two Indians and a Creole saw
from their canoe while in the Bay of Nisse, a white
body floating in the water. Reaching it, they found
upon 1\ board an image of the" Sainted Virgin Mary"
fifteen iuches in height, with her precious child, of pro·
portionate size, on her left arm, and a golden cross in
her right hand. On the board was an inscription in
large letters, "I am the Virgin of Charity." These
good men bore the precious prize to the fold of Vera·
jagua, where under a shelter of palm leaves the mirac
ulous image received proper veneration. It was later
transferred to the church of Cobre and finally a temple
was erected for its special use.. On the principal feast
day, the image is arranged on a portable throne hand
somely ornamented with gold, silver, ivory and tortoise
shell, enclosed in a glass case around which twelve an
gels are arranged, with burning tapers ill their hands.
A sort of bille veil depends from the roof upon this
precious throne and on it are hung the innumerable
votive offerings. Two or three times a month one can
go by steamer from Santiago de Cuba to Havana, pass
ing entirely around the eastern end of the island and

6
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so double Cape Maisi, the most easterly point of the is
land, which was considered by Columbus to be the
eastern extremity of Asia.

The" Cave!! of Bellamar II are to the southeast of the
city of Matanzas, and every visitor to Cuba should see
them. The" Gothic Temple," though not equal in size
to its namesake in the Mammoth Cave of Kentucky, is
Infinitely its superior in richlJess and 8pleudor. The
effect, however, would be much more magnificent if IUl

additional number of lantel'lls were employed in produc
ing the wonderful play of color f.'om myriads of crystals
and columns. .. Columbus' Mantle" is shown and there
are .. altars" without number. Then there is the
.. Cloak of the Virgin" and the" Fountain of Snow,"
all lovely and striking objects. The usual time spent
in exploring these wonderful caves is about three hours,
and the safety of the visitor is heightened by ~he enter
prise of the proprietor, who has provided plank walks,
iron railings and strong bridges wherever necessary.
The Mammoth Cave is grand and solemn; here all is
light and fantustic. If one were ever peopled with
gnomes and demons, snrely this other must have wit·
nessed the revels of fairies and sprites, dancing to
dreamy music amid wondrous coloring. Some threll
miles have been explored, Rnd it is the intention of the
proprietor to illuminate it with gas, eventually. Some
portions now are lighted in that way.

By all means visit Rn .. ilJgenio," or sugar estate, and
if without letters of introduction to the administrator,
make the acquaintance of the engineer, who, being gen
erally an American or Englishman, will be pleased to see
strangers, and to provide them a guide, if he is unable to
do the honors of the place Itimself. Thousands of acres
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in Cuba are devoted to a single sugar plantation and
few fall below five hUlltlreu acres in extent. A tract
of sugar calle, bending its lilac plumes to the wind in
wave upon wave of beauty, it! a sight long to be re
membel'ed, but you wish to see the mallufacture of
sugt\r. When the cane it! ripe for cutting, it is attacked
uy companies of men, women alld children, \VOl'king
together, who use an instrument calleu a .. machete,"
which is something between a sword and a butcher's
cleaver. Two blows with this slash off the long leaves,
nnd a third blow cutt! off the stalk near to the groulld.
At this work the laborers move like reapers, in even
lines, at stated distances. Before them is a field of
dense, high-waving cane, and behind them strewn
wrecks of stalks and leaves. Ox-carts pass over the
field, and are loaded with the cane, which they carry
to the mill. The oxen are worked ill the Spanish fash
ion, the yoke being strapped upon the head close to the
horns, instead of being hung around the neck, as with
us, and are guided by goadll and by a rope attached to
a rillg through the nostrils. At the mill the cane is
tipped into large piles by the side. of the platform.
From these piles it is placed carefully by hand in a long
trough. This trough is made of slats, and moved by
the power of an endless chain connected with the ell
gille. From this trough it is thrown bet.ween heavy,
cylindrical rollers, where it is crushed, its juice falliug
into receivers below, and the crushed cane passing off
and falling into a pile on the other side. The crushed
ca~le (bllgazo) or .. ba.qa88e," falling from between the
rollers, is gathered into baskets by men and women,
who carry it on their heads into the fields and spread it
for drJing. There it it! watched and tended as care.
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fully as new-mown grass in haymaking, and raked into
~ocks or winrows all an alarm of rain. When dry, it
is placed under sheds for protection against wet. From
the sheds and from the fields it is loaded into carts and
drawn to the furnace doors, into which it is thrown by
the armful and raked about by long poles. Here it
feeds the fires by which the steam is made, the ma
chinery moved, and the cane juice boiled. The care of
the bagazo is an important part of the system; for if
that becomes wet and fails, the fires must stop, or re
sort be had to wood, which is scarce and expensive.
From the rollers the juice falls below into a large re
ceiver, from which it flows into great, open vats, called
defecators; these defecators are heated by the exhaust
steam of the engine let through them in pipes. All the
steam condensed forms water, which is returned warm
into the boiler of the engine. In the defecators, the
scum of the juice is purged off, so far as heat alone will
do it. From the last defecator the juice is passed
through three troughs into three large tanks, one of
which is for molasses, one for cane juice and one for
syrups. From these tanks the liquor passes to the
vacuum pans, which have for the most part succeeded
the large, deep, copper caldrolls, where a strong negro
stood, stirring the contents and skimming off the surface.
By the old method the juice was ladled from one caldron
to another, but is now pumped from one pan to another,
where latent heat is used to evaporate the cane juice.
From the last, or striker pan, a double-bottomed kettle
furnished with sufficient steam to keep the sugar warm,
next receives the mass, and here a certain amount of
crystalization takes place before it goes into the moulds
or lwrmaB, into which the molasses drains. The differ-
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ent grades of sugal' are prepared by tllis process. Of
necessity there are cooper, carpenter and blacksmiths'
shops, and gas, manufactured on the pl'emi8es, has been
introduced illto some of the best plantations, as an eco
nomical substitute for oil, for illuminating pllrposes. A
corral, or potrero, for the cattle employed 011 the place,
with buildings for the overseers and hands, also for stor- .
ing the necessary supplies; and the home of the planter
as well as the engine house, all make a settlement of
,}ol1siderable proportions. If the planter be an absentee,
,he principal dwelling,-almost a palace on some es·
tates,- is occupied by the adminiBtrador, who has the care
and management of the estate, where for four months
in the year, the steam engine plies, and the furnace
fires burn night and day. If you are fortunate enough
to have the hospitalities of the owner extended to you,
it will be difficult to realize in the stillness of the large
and comfortable sleeping-room assigned you, with brick
floor, glass windows, pure white bed lillen and mosquito
net, and ewer and basin scrupulously neat, that you are
far away in the hill country of Cuba. You will find
the garden in the morning an agreeable spot, with its
birds and flowers and aromatic trees. Here is a mignon
ette tree, forty feet high, and every part is full and fra
grant with flowers, 8S is the little mignonette in our
fluwer pots. There is t he allspice, a large tree, each
leaf strong enough to flavor a dish. Here is the tam
uind tree, under which you must sit, and there on the
'.1lspice tree is a chameleon, about six inches long and
}f a pea-green color. A t the corner of the house
stands a pomegranate tree, full of fruit, and there are
sweet oranges and sour oranges, and limes and cocoa·
nuts, and pineapples, ann an abundance of fuschias and
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cape jasmine, and the highly-prized night blooming
cereus. The most frequent shade tree here is the
mango. It is a large, dense tree, with a general resem·
blance to the linden. If you like, you can amuse your
self by learning the habits of the red ants, those fol'
midable enemies to all structures of wood. They eat

. into the heart of the hardest woods, not even the lig
num vitro, or iron wood, or cedar being proof against
them. Their operations are secret. They never ap
pear upon the wood or touch its outer shell. A beam
or rafter stands as ever with a goodly outside; but yo.
tap it, and you find a shell. Their approaches, too, aM
by covered ways. When goillg f!'Om one piece of wood
to another, they construct a covered way, very small
and low, as a protection against their numerous ene
mies, and through this they advance to their new
labors. They can sap the strength of a whole roof of
rafters without the observer being able to see one of
them, unless he breaks their covered ways or lays open
the wood.

Especially in the interior of the island, one may ob
serve that the moon displays a far greater radiance
than in higher latitudes. To such II. degree is this
true, that reading by its light is quite practicable, an~
in its absence, the brilliancy of the Milky Way, nnl
the planet Venus, which glitters with so effulgent,
beam as to cast a shade from surrounding objects, sup
ply, to a considerable extent, the want of it. Thes~

effects are undoubtedly produced by the clearness of
the atmosphere, Rnd perhAps, somewhat iucreased by
the altitude. In this region, the traveler from the
north is able to gaze, as it were, upon an unknown
firmament, contemplating sial'S that he had never be-
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fore been permitted to see. The scattered Nebulm in
the vast expanse above-the grouping of stars of the
first magnitude, and the opening of new constellations
to the view, invest with a peculiar interest the first
view of the southern sky. The Southern Cross, which
is regarded with somewhat of superstitious veneration
by the inhabitants of these beautiful regions as an em·
blem of their faith, is here seen in all its glory, elevat
ing the thoughts and affections of the heart.

The neighborhood of Havana abounds with pleasant
drives and delightful resorts, in which the invalid may
find the sweetest and most delicious repose, as well as
invigorating recreation; while the man of cultivated
taste, and the devout worshipper of nature may revel
in a paradise of delights. There are, likewise, many
delightful short trips that can be made with ease, and
of the most pleasing is an excursion to Guines. No
mention is made of ~Juines in the division of the island
by the first settlers from Spain, although near the
mouth of the river, which runs close to it, the town of
Havana was first built. It is probable that its origin is
of comparatively recent date; one of those places
which have gradually grown with the increased wants
of a thriving country. On the trip to this lovely spot,
the train does not carry you with much swiftness, in
deed it would be a loss to the passengers to go faster.
The country is too beautiful, too rich in verdure, too
luxuriant in fruits and flowers, and too picturesque, to
be hnrried over. Passing the suburbs of Havana the
road breaks out into the beautiful open country,
threading it.~ arrowy way through the rich plantations
aud thriving farms. whose vegetable treasures of every
description can scarc~ly be paralleled on the face of the
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earth. The farms which supply the markets of the city
with their daily abundance of necessaries and luxuries,
occupy the foreground of this lovely picture. They
are separated from each other, sometimes by hedges of
the fragrant white flowering lime, or the stiff prim-look
ing aloe, armed on every side with pointed lances, and
lifting their tall flowering stems, like grenadier senti
nels with their bristling bayonets, in close array, full
twenty feet into the air. Those who have not visited
the tropics can scarcely conceive the luxuriant and gi
gantic growth of their vegetable productions. These
hedges, once planted, form as impenetrable a barrier as a.
wall of adamant, or a Macedonian phalanx; and woe
to the unmailed adventurer, who should attempt to
scale or storm those self-armed and impregnable de
fences. Within these natural walls, clustered in the
golden profusion of this favored clime, are often seen
extensive groves of orange and pineapple, whose per
ennial verdure is ever relieved and blended with the
fragrant blossom-loading the air with its perfume, till
the sense almost aches with its sweetness-and the lus
cious fruit, chasing each other in unfading beauty,
through an unbroken round of summers. There is
nothing in nature more enchantingly wonderful to the
eye, than this perpetual blending of flower and fruit.
It is so with all the varied products of this favored
land. Crop follows crop, and harvest succeeds harvest,
in prolific beauty and abundance.

The coffee and sugar plantations, checkering the
beautiful valleys and stretching far up into the bosom
of the verdant hills, are equally picturesque, and beau
tiful as the farms we have just passed. They are in
deed farms on a more extended scale, limited to one
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species of lucrative culture. The gorgeous tints of
many of the ferns and flowers, and the yet more gor
geous plumage of the birds that fill the groves some
times with notes of harshest discord, fill the eye with
a continual sense of wonder and delight. There the
glaring scarlet flamingo, drawn up as in battle array on
the plain, and there the gaudy parrot, glittering in
every variety of brilliant hue, like a gay bouquet of
clustered flowers amid the trees, or the delicate, irised,
spirit-like humming birds, flitting, like animated flowerets
from blossom to blossom and coqueting with the fairest
and sweetest as if rose hearts were only made to fur
nish honeydew for their dainty taste-what can exceed
the fairy splendor of such a scene? 'The end of the
journey comes only too quickly. The village of San
Julian de los Guines is one of the pleasantest in the
interior of the island. It is a place of considerable reo
sort for invalids and has many advantages over the
more exposed places near the northern shore. The
houses are neat and comfortable and Guines boasts one
of the best hotels in the island. There is a large
church, cruciform in shape, with a square tower, painted
blue. This valley, or rather plain of Guines, is rich
and well watered, shut in on three sides by mountain
walls, and extending between them quite down to the
sea, a distance of nearly twenty miles. It is one of the
riche~t districts in the island, and in the highest state
of cultivation. It is sprinkled all over with cattle and
vegetable farms, and coffee and sugar estates of im
mense value, whose otherwise mopotono\1s surface is
beautifully relieved by clusters, groves and avenues of
stately palms, and flowering orange/!, mangoes and
pines, giving to the whole the aspect of a highly culti·
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vated garden. The retul'll trip is equally full of pleas
ure. No one wearies of gazing upon these lle\vand
strange scenes; the stations with the groups of peas
ants and negroes and fruit sellers that gather Mbout
them, and the stores of sugar and molasses collected
there; the ingenios, glimmering in the heat of the !'lIn,
with their tall furnace chimneys; the cane fields, acres
upon acres; the slow ox·carts carrying the cane to the
mill; then the intervals of unused country, the
jungles adorned with wild flowers, the groves of the
weeping, drooping, sad, homesick cocoa; the royal
palm, which is to trees what the camel or dromedary is
among animals-seeming to have strayed from Nubia
or l\lesopotamia; the stiff, close orange tree, with its
golden balls of fruit; and then the remains of a cafetal,
the coffee plant growing untrimmed and wild under
the reprieved groves of plantain and banana. At the
~hief stations on the road, there are fruit sellers in
abundance, with fruit fresh from the trees: oranges,
bananas, sapotes and cocoas. The cocoa is eaten at an
earlier stage than that in which we see it, for it is
gathered for exportation after it lias becolUe hard. It
is eaten here when no harder than a melon, and is cut
through with a knife, and the soft white pulp, mixed
with the milk is eaten with a spoon. It is luscious and
wholesome, much more so than when the rind has hal"
dened into the shell, and the soft pulp into a hard
meat. Now the ingenios and cane fields become less
frequent, then cease altogether, and the houses have
more the appearance of pleasure retreats than of work
ing estates.

The roads show lines of mules and horses loaded
with panniers of fruits, or sweeping the ground with
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the lung stalks of fresh fodder laid across their backs,
all moving toward a common centre. Pleasure car·
riages appear. Next comes the distant view of the
Castle of Atares and the Principe, and then the harbor
and the sea, the belt of masts, the high ridge of forti
fications, the blue, white and yellow houses with red
or brown tops; and now you are again in the streets
of Havana, among the motley multitude of whites,
blacks, Chinese, soldiers, civilians, priests, lottery-ticket
venders, and musicians, with uegging tambourines.

Another excursion is to the pretty village of Maria
nao )'eached by rail from the" Paradero de Marianao"
depot. The cars and the train service will be very dif.
ferent from which you have at home, and you will find
upon your arrival much that is typical of all the Cuban
villages you visit. Marianao is a Rummer resort, es
pecially for the wealthy people of Havana. There are
very handsome houses here and many oddities in roofs
and balconies; a mineral water fountain and the usnal
loungers about the small p08adalt. You can have a
bath in the surf if you like, and on your return, stop
at Puentes Grandes, about half way between Marianno
and Havana. This village is also a summer resort, and
contains the only nail factory on the island; where all
the operatives are Chinese.

Guanabacoa is a quaint old town which you mllst
visit and see the mineral baths and drink the waters.
This village was originally an Indian settlement, reo
ceiving the designation of a town in 1743. The min
eral baths of Santa Rita, can be taken daily, while
making your residence in Havana, for the distance is
short. In addition to the well built stone baths, with
separate rooms for ladies and gentlemen, are three
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shrines at which the faithful or devout can make their
offerings. There is the usual village church, which, here
is dignified by the name of Cathedral, and one or two
convents. Outside the village, and at some little dis
tance, is the old church and cemetery of Potosi, well
worthy of a visit. Oue may stop at RegIa on the way
back and inspect the sugar warehouses, said to be the
finest in the world.

There is so much that is novel and strange in Havana
itself, that volumes might be written concerning the
sights and scenes in the streets alone.

John Chinaman is very much in evidence in Havana,
and under a broad palm-leaf hat he has become a peri
patetic merchant; having served his time as a coolie on
a sugar estate, where he saved his earnings; or he has
acqnired his capital in some gambling transaction with
his fellows. John carries his stock in trade which con
sists of crockery, in two round baskets, one at either
end of the yoke that rests on his shoulders. Poultry
and fruit sellers, mounted on horses or donkeys, cry
the wares displayed in the panniers on either side of
the patient quadruped, and here is a " dulce" (sweet.
meat) seller, with basket on arm or head and a waiter
ill her hand. These dulces are for the most part, the
preserved fruits of the country. Everybody buys of
these neat mulatto women. The house roof in Havana
is called the terrace, and here, families as well as indio
viduals spend the warm nights, the breezes from the
sea being especially grateful. The baths of " El Lon
vre," outside the walls, Are superb, and the bath rooms
in tIle city are luxuriously cool and clean. At the
(Jampos Eliseos (Elysian Fields) one finds glorioua
baths in the artificial hollows in the rocks, with the sea
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Bowillg in and out. There are apparently Lells every
where in Havana, and until oue is accustomeu to the in
uescribable sounds fl'om every sized Lells, llis morning
slumbers are very much abridged. But there are com·
pensations, for the moruillg is the time to see at it:;
best, the motley of the Havana streets. To see anu to
taste the fruits of the country, go to the market places
of whlch, two are inside, and two are outside, the walls. '
Take the" Mercado de Cristina II for example. It is a
stone quadrangle occupying an entire square, aud for
it, the Havanese are indebted to Tacon, who seems to
have been at once, a model governor and a despot..
Stores for all sorts of merchandise as please the people
who come in from the surrounding country to sell their
products, face the centre of the square or Plaza,
which is filled, pile upon pile with the vegetable pro
ductions of the island. Swarthy Cubans, native
country people and negroes, preside over the stores of
fruit, vegetables and foduer. Perhaps it is here that
JOu will have your first experience of cocoanut milk,
fresh from the green fruit, and here in profusion you
will find the" anon, II the" Sapote " and the" mame!! colo
rado," in addition to pineapples, plantains and bananas.
There are no berries, but there is plenty of sugar cane,
of which the people are very fond.

The people of Cuba- have a mode of calling atten
tion by a sound of the tongue and lips, a sort of
" P-s-t I "after the fashion of some parts of Europe.
It is universal in the island; and it is used not only to
8el'V~nts and children, but between themselves, and to
strangers. They make it clear and penetrating, and it
is the mode of stopping a volante, calling a waiter, at
tracting the attention of a friend, or calling the notice
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of a stranger. Probably, if a fire were to break out at
the next door, the Cuban would call .. P-s-t !" They
beckon a person to come to them uy the reverse of our
motion. They raise the open haud, with the palms
ioutward, bending the fingers toward the person the}'
are calling. We would iutrepret it as a llign to go away.
Smoking is universal and all but constant. The cigar
is a great leveller; auy mall may stop anot.her for a
light. You will see the poor porters on the wharf, bow
to gentlemen, strangers to them, aud hold out a cigar,
and the gentlemen stop, give a light, alill go on,-all as
of course.

In the country IJing to the westward of Havana,
and known as the" Vuelta Abajo," 01' lower valley, is
grown the best touacco on the island. The" Vuelta
Aniba," or upper valley, furnishes a milder quantity,
and inferior grade. Other urauds of tobacco, as the
"Yara," .. Mayari" and" Gui~a" are grown in differ
ent portions of the island, and the" Yara" in particu
lar, has quite a market in Europe. The finest tobacco
iu the world, however, is that produced in the" V uelta
Abajo." Previous to 1815, the manufacture of cigars
in Cuba was subjected to monopolies and testl"ictious,
and so severe were the latter, that the planters rose up
in numbers and were only subdued by the Spanish
soldiery, after blood had been shed. After 1815, the
business of mallufacturing cigars rapidly increased and
became the second in 'importance on the island. The
manufacture of cigars is carried on most extensively in
Havana, where there are between' one hundred aud
two hundred factories. Some of these establishments
are the best appointed of their kind, in the world and
the stranger who pays them a visit will find very much
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to interest him there. The cigarette is oftener met
with in Cuba than the cigar. Men, women, and chil
dren, smoke, smoke, smoke. The" Royal and Imperial
Factory of La Honradez," is one of the best known
buildings in Havana, and the visitor to that city should
take an early opportunity to inspect it. Strangers are
treated with the greatest courtesy, shown throughout
the mammoth estaLlishment by polite attendants, to
whom you must not offer a gratuity; and on their de
parture, are presented with a package of cigarettes
clone up ill a fancy wrapper bearing the name of the
visitor, taken from the book where he registered on en
tering the factory. All this is done while you are in
specting the premises, and before leaviug you enter in
\his same register, any opinion you may have formed
of the establishment.



CHAPTER VI.

PASSIONS AND AMUSEMENTS.

CUBA, in common with other countries, has her pecu
liar passions, amusements and pastimes, and as the8~

are to a certain extent indications of national character.
t~ey are worthy of a certain amount of mention. Gam
ing runs in the blood and as there are large numbers of
men in Cuba who do not know the restraining influences
of home, they resort to what might be called a second
class cafli to gratify this passion. Gambling iii not &

statutory offence except as regards the celebrated
game of monte,. and it is not regarded as a vice that
may lead to ruin. With us the game of dominoes is
regarded as rather a childish thing for grown men to
amuse themselves with, but in the habitat of the Cuban
gambler it is a game of chance and therefore a passion.
These sunbrowned, tangled.haired and hard-featured
men rattle -the pieces with much gesticulation: with
faces wrought iuto intense thought-they pursue the
game amid much dispute; animated by undying hope.
The stakes are small but very interesting. The loss of
a dollar demands a veritable oration iIi explanation.
The scene is the same, every night in th~ year. The
flaring lights, the eager faces, the choice assortment of
naughty words and all without mystery or back-rooms.
And these devotees of the goddess of chance do not get
drunk-coffee is the beverage most in demand. There
are other pastimes, however, that in a Cuban sense are
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national passions. Sunday in Cuba exists in the alma
nacs and in the churches, but his first Sunday in
Havana will give an American an idea that it is a sort
of Fourth of July. This is the great day for cock
fights, bullfights and masquerade balls. First the gen
tlemen's Sunday game of cockfighting. On your way
to the" Valla de Gallos" you will meet many mounted
monter/)8 and each will have under his arm a palm
basket from which the head and neck of a game cock
protrude, the sides being gently pressed to his body,
keep his wings closed and secure him from the jolting
motion of the horse. Pay your money at the entrance
aud enter an amphitheatre of benches among a mixed
crowd-white, mulatto and black, all in clean attire
and intermingled without distinction of color. Some
are sitting, some standing and there is a box for the
judges who sit as dignified as if about to try one of
their own species for life or death. As for the motley
usemblage, nowhere else on earth eRn you see the in
most workings of the gambler's soul, more fully exposed
than in the features of the spectators. Here the excite
ment the game produces, is not concealed, but only
modified by the temperament and education of each in
dividual. 4s there are preliminaries to all battles,
these combats are no exception, but are often protracted
to annoying extent. Yet the sight of the birds seems
to rouse the latent passion in each bosom and the place
fills with tumultuous cries. Bets are freely offered on
all sides-a shake of the finger from one opposite and
the bet is accepted with a word being exchanged. One
is surprised how accounts are kept, for no money is
staked and no witnesses called. A nod or a shake of
the finger is the only pledge given, yet disputes never
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arise about it. The bets being taken among a veritable
pandemonium of sounds, the birds are pitted a.nd aU but
their owners retire from the enclosnre.

Thus fights are arranged in various ways. There is
Al cote;"o where the size and spurs of the chickens are
measured, A.l peso, or by weight, TapadoB where they
"go it blind," without seeing the chickens, IJe cuchilla
where artificial spurs are put on and Al pico, where they
fight without spurs. The whole of this preliminary
business is comical, yet it proceeds with the utmost .
gl·avity. The birds commence fighting as soon as they
are placed on the ground, and the now silent crowd
with outstretched necks, gaze intently upon them. Not
1\ sound is heard but the blows given by wings of the
birds, but a lucky gash from the spur of one sets all
voices again going and odds are freely asked and taken.
The victor being proclaimed, the same scenes will be re
newed as long as birds are offered and often the sport
lasts the entire day. The bets are paid without the
slightest reluctance, for to repudiate a gambling debt
would destroy the reputatilln of the lowest negro pres
ent. Cock-fighting is the amusement of high and low,
the rich and the poor, but cannot be compared with the
old days when the whole pa.·jl\h from the .robed priest
down, joined in the pastime.

To learn the character of another national recreation,
go to the Plaza de Toros, a woo<1~!l amphitheatre in the
suburbs of Havana, open at the top, with a circle of
rising seats. Here you will find fathers with their
children, for this most ferocious and cruel of amuse·
ments, is permitted by the chur~h, licensed by the
government and enjoyed by all. Cuban women do not
attend of late years, probably becaltH this form of
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amusement is on the decline. The bull fight has been
described a thousand times, but that in Cuba is a
tawdry and faded imitation of the old time pictures the
stranger has been accustomed to. Pass through a low
door under benches filled with an eager stamping mul-

ltitude and come out on the entrada de 8ombra, the shady,
side. Your ticket has cost you a dollar. There is a
band of course, although it may consist of two brass
horIH:I, a big and a little drum, but il:l a Land, and it
brays lllld thUlllp8 until the tiignal for throwing the
doors i8 given. Thi8 signal i8 not given, however, ulltil
tK>me oue in authority has obtained the key from the
key bearer whose permi8sion must be secured before the
performance call go on. Now the grand entrance of
all the performers takell place, with our friend the key
bearer at theil' head, most gorgeously arrayed and
monnted upon an alleged horse, Then the picadore8,
01' lancers also mounted, gotten up in stullnillg style,
wearing hat8 that are simply ilHlescriLable, and with their
le~ encased in a sort of al'lIl0r resembling that used
by cricketers, bearing long poles pointed with iron
in their hands; next the banderillero8 or the dartmell, on
foot, gorgeous as well in. velvet and gold, and then the
swordsmen (matadQr!!8 or e8pada8), the cynosure of all
eyes, as they are men of prowess and skill, with three
mules harnellSed together to drag oft' the carcass of the
bull after the fight is over. After the march around the
ring, the mules are taken out and at a signal the bull
enters only to be assailed by the banderilleroB who flirt
their gaudy cloaks at him, nimbly avoiding the chase
that generally follows. Thell two picadore8 with their
10llg poles pointed with short pieces of iron, not long
enough to kill, but ouly to drive oft' and goad, and
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mounted on two of the sorriest nags eyes ever held, pay
their respects to the bull who seems to have no other
desire than to get out. When he comes against a horse,
the horse stands still to be gored until driven off by the
punching of the iron pointed pole of the horseman.
Around the arena are sentry-boxes, each large enough
to hold two men, behind which they can easily' jump
but which the bull cannot enter; and from these the
cowards run out, flourish a red cloth at the bull and
then jump back again. Three or four of the banderil.
leros with darts in hand, run before the bull, entice him
by flapping their red cloths, and as he trots up to
them, stick banderillas into his neck. These torment
the bull and he tries to shake tbem off and paws the
gl'ound; but still shows no fight. He trots to the gate
and snuffs to get out. Some of the multitude cry
"Fuera el toro I" which meRns that he is a failure aud
must be let out, others are excited and cry for the killer
(matador) and a demoniacalscene follows of yells and
shouts, half drowned by the drums and horns. The
cl'ies to go on prevail; and the matador appears, dressed
ill a tight fitting suit of green small clothes, with a
broad silver stripe, jerkin and stockings-& tall, light
complexioned, elegantly made, glittering man, bearing
in one hand a long, heavy, dull black sword, and in the
other, a broad red cloth; next comes the harrying and dis
tracting of the bull by flags and red cloths and darts;
the matador runs before, flings his cloth up and down &

the bull trots towal'd it-no furious rush or maddened
dash, but a moderate trot-the cloth is flashed over his
face, and one skilfully dil'ected lunge of the sword into
his back neck, and he drops instantly dead at the feet
of the matador, at the very spot where he received the
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stab. Frantic shouts of applause follow; and the mata
dor bows around like an applauded circus rider and re
tires. The great gate opens and three horses abreast are
driven in, decked with ribbons, to drag the bull around
the arena. But they are such feeble animals that, with
all the flourish of music and the whipping of drivers, they
are hardly able to tug the bull along over the tan in a
straight line for the gate, through which the sorry
pageant and harmless bull disappear. Now some
nleagre, hungry, swarthy, sweaty, mean-looking degen
erates of Spain jump in and l'ake over the arena, and
cover up the blood, and put things to rights again, and
you have an opportunity to take a view of the company.
There are no women except a few mulattoes on the
8unny, or cheap side; a few officials, not of high de
gree; and the rest of the large company is a motley col
lection, chiefly of the middle or lower classes, mostly
standing 011 the benches and nearly all smoking.-

The music beats and brays again, the great gates open
andanother bull rushes in, distracted by sights and sounds
80 novel, and for a few minutes shows signs of power
and vigor; but as he becomes accustomed to the scenes,
he tames down and after several minutes of flaunting
of cloths and flags, and piercing with darts, and punch
ing with the poles of the horsemen he runs under the
poor white horse and upsets him, but leaves him unhurt
by his horns; has a leisurely trial of endurance with
the little red horse goring him a little with one horn,
and receiving the pike of the driver-the horse helpless
"and patient, and the bull very reasonable and temper
ate in the use of his power-and then is enticed off by
flags and worried with darts i and at last a new mata
dor appeSl'll--8 fierce looking fellow, dressed in dark
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green with a largl bead of ourling, Inak)', blaok balr,
Rod a skIn almolt al blaok. He makes a great strut
Rnd flourish, and after two or three attempts to get the
bllll head on, at length, getting a fair chance, plungelS
his black sword to the hilt in the bull's neck but there
is no fall of the bull. He has missed the spinal cord.
and the bull trots off, bleeding in a small lltream, with
a sword handle protruding a few inches above the hide
of his bare neck. The spectators hoot their contempt
for the failure; but with no sign of pity for the beast.
The bull is weakened, but trots about and makes a few
rUlls at cloths, and the sword is drawn from his hide
by an agile dart-sticl{er (bandarillero), aud given to the
black bully in dark green, who makes one more lunge,
with no better success. The bull rUlls round and reels
and staggers. and falli half down, gets partly up, lows
and breathes heavily, is pushed over and held down,
until a butcher despatches him with a sharp knife, at
the spinal cord. Then come the opened gates, the
three horses abreast, decked with ribbons, the hard tug
at the bull's body over the ground-his limbs still sway
ing with remaining life, the clash and clang of the
band and the yells of the people.

Will )'ou stay and see another? Perhaps it may be
more successful. But the new bull is a failure. After
all their attempts to excite him, he only trots round
and sniffs at the gates; and the cry of .. FlierR el
toro ! " becomes so general, with the significant triple
beat of the feet in time with the words, all ovel' the
house, that the gates are opened, and the bull trot$
through to his quarters. Bllt the manners, and cruelty
and impotency of this crowd! They cry out to the
spearmen and the dartmen, and to the tormentors, and to
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the bun, IDd to the horael, Ind to eaoh other, In I
Babl. of loundl, where no man'l voloe oaD poellbly be
distinguished ten feet from him, all manner of advice
A Ild encouragement or derillioll, like children at l\ play.

The next bull is treated to a refinement of torture in
llie form of darts filled with heavy Chinese crackers,
which explode on the neck of the pOOl' beast. Even
tllis does not make him really dangerous. The light
complexioned green and silver matador despatches him,
as he did the first bull, with a single lunge and-a
full and a quiver, and all is over!

The fifth bull i!J a failure, and is allowed to go out of
the ring. The sixth is nearly the same as the others,
harmless if let alone, and goaded into short-lived
activity, but not into nnything like fury 01' even a
dangerous animosity. He is treated to firecrackers,
Hnd gores one horse a little,-the horse standing. side on,
and taking it, until the bull is driven off by the punch
ing of the spear; and runs at the other horse. and up
sets the rider and the black-haired matador in green
tries his hand on him and fails again. and is hooted, and
takes to throwing darts, and gets a fall, and looks dis·
concerted, and gets his sword again, and makes another
false thrust; and the crippled and bleeding animal is
t hl'Own down and despatched by the butcher and his
short knife, Rnd drawn off by the three poor horses.
Tile gates close and you hurry out of the theatre, in II

din of shouts and drums and trumpets. the great crowd
waiting for the last bull; but you have seen enough.
Other strangers to the place leave too. The manners
111111 cruelty of the exhibition are commented upon, and
tile moral view is not overlooked or underrated.

If one is bibulously inclined, he will find every-
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where the wine of the country, or " Vino Oatalan.- It
is brought from Spain, however, and is \'ery cheap. It
is diluted with water, generally, though the better
grades are drank pure, and are preferred to French
clarets. ll;itlsh dIe is in common use, all over the
island. Coffee is one of the great drinks, whether taken
with or without milk, and a cup of Havana chocolate,
is a thing to be remembered. There is lemonade as
with us, .. Orehata," milk of almonds diluted with water
Ilnd sweetened with sugJ.r, .. Oebada," or barley water,
.. La Olticha;' .. Zambumbi.,," dlinks peculiar to the
island, "Agraz," from the juice of the unripe grape,
slightly acid, and pleasant, and llGc1.ra pilla," from the
pineapple rind, sweetened with sugar and fermented.
Ice is plentiful ill the island in ti,e principal towns and
cities, but in the interior, odd-Iookillg, porous jars are
used for the purpose of cooling the water. The din
ner at five or six o'clock, is the prinGipnl meal of the
day, those preceding it being light and suited to the
climate.

Havana has been the scene of tllany operatio
triumphs; during the winter, all the best troups visit
the city, and as a rule, opera is presented four times a
week during the sea.lion, with particularly full houses'
on Sunday nights. The Tacon Theatre is probably
the third largest in the world and as in other play
houses with a world-wide reputation, this, and the
other first-class theatres of Havana, present on special
occasions, all unrivalled spectacle of beauty. It is
claimed that on one occasion in the Tacon Theatre, not
less than seven thotlsalld people assembled at a
masquerade ball. This theatre contains three tiers of
boxes, two galleries and a pit, besides saloons, coffee-
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rooms, offices, etc. A trellis of gilded iron, by which
the boxes are balustraded, imparts to the house an un
usually gay and airy appearance. The pit-is arranged
with seats resembling a"mchairs, neatIr covered, and
comfortably cusllioned. The Havanese are a theatre
going people and bestow a liberal patronage upon any
company that is worthy of it. Many excellent dra
matic performances by Spanish or native companies are
given in all the theatres of the city. You will also like
the .. Teatro de Villanueva," where the stage is deep
and wide, the pit high and comfortable and the boxes
light and airy and open in f,'ont, with only a light
tracery of iron to support the rails, leaving you a full
view of the costumes of the ladies, even to their slip
pers. The boxes are separated from the passage-ways
in the rear, only by wide lattice·work ; so that the
promenaders between the acts, can see the entire con
tents of the boxes at one view; and the ladies dress,
and sit and talk, and use the fan, with a full sense that
they are under the inspection of a .. committee of the
whole honse." They are aU in full dress, dtcolletCett,
without hats; and there is evidently great attention to
manner, to the mode of sitting and moving, to the
music of the voice in speaking, the use of the hands
and arms; and perhaps, too, of the eyes. For the
Captain·General and family, there is a Vice-regal box;
hung with real curtains and surmounted with the royal
arms. Between the acts you will make the promenade
of the house. All parts of it are respectable, and the
regulations are good. There is one curious custom
in aU Spanish theatres. As no women sit in the pit,
and the boxes are often hired for the season, and are
high priced, a pOl,tion of an upper tier is set apart for
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thon wom.n and ohildren who cannot 01' 40 Dot
ohoon to get seatllin the boxes. Their quarter la Apar.
ated from the rest of the houae by iatelt, Bnd lllattended
by two or three old women, with a man to guard the
entrance. No mell are admitted among them; aud
their parents, brothers, cousins and beaux are allowed
only to come to the door, and must send in refresh
ments, and even a cup of water. by the handli of the
duenas. Military, on duty, abound at the doors and
in the passage·ways. There are enough of them
to put down a small insurrection on the spot.
To one who has attended masked balls in the United
States, there is nothing new in a mascara in Havana or
Matanzas. Elegantly dressed ladies with their escorts,
unmasked, attend those balls to see the merrymaking,
while dancers in every variety of costume, crowd the
floor. The most recherche affairs of this kind, are given
at the Tacon theatre, as there is less of liberty there
than at the Escauriza, for example. The favorite
Cuban dance is .the lanza and on the first Sunday night
of the carnival, all the theatres are crowded. The
mascara is a glare of light, a harlequin of color. for all
lire here in character, the devil and the monk, the rou6
and the peasant; the rich, the poor, the high, the low.

If you attend the grand ball of the island, the
.. Pinata," probably the most lasting impression you
will cany away with you, is, that you have never be
fore seen so many beautiful women together. Public
balls are held in every city and town in Cuba and all
classes freely intermingle at these events. The season
of Christmas, is here, as elsewhere, one of general rejoic
ing, but the most brilliant entertainments are always
given on Sundays, that daj' being especially set apart
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tor ImUHmenta of all kind., oock fighta, stare playll111
Ito.

Thl Carulval ill Havana, is a jO)'OUS and festive
time. Theatres Rre converted into ballrooms for the
maskel's,allll the streett! are filled with various grotesque
characters. The latter will frequently stop before the
grated windows of the parlors and dance to the music
of a guitar 01' tambourine. the whole family gatheriug
to behold them, while others, dressed as Turks, Jews,
and other nations, parade the streets, maintaining their
respective characters with considemble life. The scene
is quite different on Good' Friday, when all the church
bells are kept llilent, and in some places for their merry
peals is substituted a sound inteuued to represent
thunder. The yards of all the Roman Catholic ships
are crossed, and au effigy representing Judas is hUllg
by the neck from some cOllsl'icllOUS poiut. The crucifix
ion, burial and resurrection of the Saviour are also
acted, reminding one of the .. mystery" plays of the
dark ages, in which the Deity and all His attributes
were personated by men. Here, however, a miserably
cal'ved block of wood is shown as the image of our
Saviour, carried in a procession and bul'ied in the sep
ulchre. Nor are the country folks without their dances,
games and sports. Every village has its feast day for its
patron saint, which is celebrated with masses, followed
by amusements of all sorts. Processions of the Holy
Virgin or of the Patron Saint, are often met. These
have a band, of course, and all the people of the vil
lage tunl out to escort a little girl dressed as an image.
who is carried on a profusely decorated cart: some are
on horseback, costumed as Indians and Moors; Hnd
these precede and follow after the cart, which halts at
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the plaza, where the child recites her prologue (loa),
which is composed to celebrate the occasion. Then
there is the custom of forming altars on the third of
May-Santa Cruz day, in a sleeping room, where tho
guests dance, sing, play, eat and drink. This is kept
up for nine days, and each night sees a re-formed altar.
This work is done at the expense of a new godfather,
who also provides the entertainment. The first night,
the master of the house officiates, but by delivering a
branch of flowers to a guest that he chooses, places the
obligation upon the guest, who, after performing his
duties, selects another, in the same way. As each
strives to outdo the others in liberality, the festival usu·
ally ends with a full orchestra. and a splendid supper.
In the towns and villages of Cuba, the zapateo is a fa
vorite dance, and is peculiar to the island. It is a sort
of contra-dance, or reel, a~ld the women apparently try
to tire out the men, as all move through the peculiar
figures, to the sound of guitar and harp, and the songs
of the guajiroB.

Cuba is cursed, yes, cursed with lotteries. The cry
of the lottery ticket vendor is as common as that of a
newsboy in the United States; "Lotteria! Lotteria!"
in every pitch of which the human voice is capable.
You are solicited to buy whenever JOu appear upon the
street, by sellers of all sorts and conditions, of various
ages and of both sexes. They meet you at the doors
of eafcs, of hotels, of churches, and all assure you that
the numbers of their tickets are good, and will draw
plizes. The practice of investing in lottery tickets is
responsible for much of the indolence and indifference
to anything more than the daily wants of life, that arc
80 plainly discernible in the lower and middle classes.
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Nor is this passion confined to the lower and middle
classes. None are too poor, too ignorant, too dirty or
ragged, to purchase a ticket or a fraction of one i and
none are too ddinty, too elegant, too exquisite or too
beautiful to be interested in the drawings. All are
buoyed up by the hope of holding a lucky number, in
order to gratify some piece of extravagance, to plunge
into some new excitement, or to cease from work.
The few dollars that the poorer classes possess over
and above what they need for actual necessaries, find
their way into the coffers of the lotteries. The Royal
Lottery is drawn in Havana, about twenty times a year,
and the drawings are public and open. One child
draws the numbers from the globe and another child
announces the premiums, and when two hundred and
twenty-six numbers are drawn, the lottery is over. The
Royal Lo~tery was established in 1812, and has agents
in nearly every town of any size 'on the island, while
peddlers carry them about the country. It is a govern
mental institution and is housed in a mammoth estab
lishment.

, I t has been said that the .. machete" is the national
weapon of the Cubans. It is certain that it is service
able to them, not only as a weapon, but in a variety of
other ways. Without it, the Cuban would be help
less, as it is at once, axe, scythe, plane and penkuife as
well as weapon. It is a murderous implement, with
the broad part of the blade farthest from the handle of
bone, and its efficiency is ouly limited by the strength
and dexterity of the hand that wields it. Cuban patri.
ots have long employed it, and it is their most formid.
able cavalry arm.

Much as the inferior grades of society envy and dis·
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like those above them, they all display the same love
of show, the same passion for titles, trappings, and
badges of hall or, whether civil or military, whenever
they CaDle within their reach. Alld when attained,
either temporarily 01' permanently, their fortullate pos
sessors do not fail to look down on those beneath them,
with the same supercilious pride and self·gratulation,
which they so recently condemned in others.

With society constituted as it is, in Cuba, it is ex
tremely difficult for a stranger to acquire a knowledge
of the character of the inhabitants. He can ne\'er see
them as they see each other. He can rarely learn, from
his personal observation, anything of society as a whole,
though he may often have favorable opportunities of
becoming favorably acquainted with individual families,
Unless it be in some portions of the United States, and
the other West India Islands, there is nothing to com
pare with the free, open-handed hospitality which the
merchant 01' planter, of whatever grade, lavishes upon
those, who are commended to his regard by a respect
able introduction from abroad, With such a passport,
he is no longer a stranger, but a brother, and it ill the
fault of his own heart if he is 110t as much at home in
the family, and on the estate of his friend, as if it were
llis own. There ~s nothing forced, Dothing constrained
in this. It is evidently natural, heart)· and sincere, and
you cauDot partake of it, without feeling, however
modest you may be, that you are conferring a favor,
rather than receiving one, Many and many are ~be in
valid wanderers from home, who have known and felt
it, like gleams of sun:sbiue ill their weary pilgdmage.



CHAPTER VII.

THE MOTHER CHURCH IN CUBA.

CUBA is a land where Church-and-State rule is held
1\ vital principle of government; neither the native nor
the stranger can escape the pressure. Without the con·
sent and assistance of Mother Church one cannSJt marry,
and before entering the estate of matrimony, a Pr.otes
tant must actually unite with the church" Romana,
Apostolica, Catholica." It is better 1I0t to be born or
to uie outside of her records, and by them alone can
your legitimacy be pl'Oved. Mother Church has a gen
eral ovel'liight of evel'ything, everywhere on the is
land. Of her it has been truly said that .. she owns the
cemeteries practically, is interested in the sale of coffins
and management of hearses, buries the dead, licenses the
inhuming and exhuming of all bodies and is a sort of
orphans' court for the benefit of her self and the surviv
ing heirs. In every village she erects her cross, and
jangles her bells, and issues her pious and salutary de
crees. Everywhere, more common than even doctors,
are her black-robed and solemn-visagedservauts. Hold
ing fast to the end of all things with a tenacious grasp,
making herself the great indispensable in everything
that men most desire to attaiu Hud enjoy, she is, by the
consent and assistance of the govel'llment, more strong
than the government itself, and closes the long list of
her powers and terrors by a dread jurisdiction over the
world to come." There is au olu auage that .. the nearer

• (125)
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the church the farther from God." If this be true, the
inhabitants of Havana, with seemingly a church in
every square in the old city, within the walls, would
better make some provision for their future welfare.
There are among these churches some that are imposing
And interesting from their great antiquity, but the larger
part are far removed from architectural beauty and
many sadly need plaster and paint. The vestments
And lace are cheap, the jewels and gold, tawdry. The
Cathedral of Hnvana is a massive building, constructed
in the ecclesiastical style of the fifteenth century. It
is situated in the oldest and least populous part of the
city, near the Fish Market, and toward the entrance of
the fort. It is a gloomy, heavy looking pile, built of
the common coral rock of the neighborhood which
originally of a yellowish white color, becomes dark and
dingy with time. In the interior, two ranges of mass
ive columns support the ceiling, which is high and
decorated with many colors in arabesque, wjth many
figures in fresco. The sides are filled with the shrines
of various saints, among which that of St. Christoval,
the patron of the city is conspicuous. The paintings are
numerous and worthy of a second inspection. The
shrines display less of gilding and glitter than is usual
in other places and being of one style of architecture the
effect of the whole is decidedly pleasing. The windows
are small and high up toward the ceiling, letting in
the. "dim religious light" that pervades the building.
As· in all Romish churches the worsllipers are mainly
women, alld a large part of them are old and ugly.
There are though to be seen graceful, voluptuous figures
bending before their shrines, their beaming faces and
keen black eyes scarce hidden by their mantillas, ftm.
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nishing one a very plausible excuse for paying homage
to them, rather than to the saints, before whose shrine
they kneel. None of the churches are provided with
pews or seats, and only in a few can you find one or
two long benches for the accommodation of the male
portion of the community who do sometimes at
tend. The usual custom is for each pious dame to bring
or have brought for her by a negro, a small carpet or
rug, upon which she kneels. In many instances these
rugs are beautiful and costly. Occasionly a light cane
seated chair is brought with the rug, and in most cases
the negro, after placing it, retires from the body of the
church until the service is over,when.he enters, rolls up
the rug and with the chair, departs as he came.

In this Cathedral on the right side of the altar is
"The Tomb of Columbus." A small recess made in
the wall to receive the bones, is covered with a marble
tablet abont three feet in length. Upon the face of
this is sculptured, in bold relief, the portrait of the
great discoverer, with his right hand resting upon a
globe. Under the portrait, various naval implements
are represented, with an inscription in Spanish which
way be translated

o Remains and Image of the great Colombos!
A thoulIlUld ages may you endure, guarded In this Urn i
And in the remembrance of our Nation.

It is a pardonable assumption, however, for, where is
the nation under the face of heaven, that would not, if
it could, monopolize the glory of such a name. On the
left side of the high altar, opposite the tomb, hangs a
small painting, representing a number of priests per
forming some religious ceremony. It is indifferent as

8
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a work of art, but possesses a peculiar value aud iuter.
est, as having b"en the constant cauin companion of
Columbus, in all his eventful voyuges, a fact that is
recorded in an i1,scriptioll 011 a brass plate attached to
the pictme. Tbe grand altar ill very handsome, as is
also the choir ;'1 the real'. The church is shown to
strangers at an} hom of the day, by enquiring of an)'
one of the prie~ts )'ou llIeet in the courtyard, aud it ili
allio open every momiug and evening for mass. The
quaint towel' of the chmch of Santa Angel isone of the
first objects to attract the eye of the strauger as he
comell to Ha\"R1Ja, as it is close to the waUli in the upper
portion of the city. There is uothiug attractive auout
the chul'eh itself. The church of Sunta Catalina, at the
comer of Cc-mpostella aud O'Reilly streets was built ill
1658, It Cl)l1taills some very fine carviug in mahogany,
and the altars are very gorgeous in white enamel paint
and gilding. The church of San Juan de Dios, at the
corner of Aguiar and Elllpedrado streets, was built ill
1573, but aside from this fact .has nothing else to
recommend it. A stuall church at the corner of Aguial'
and Amargura possesses very handsome altars aud
a large liul'ar)' of religiol1s works. Another chUl"ch of
intC"est to the stranger is the large euifice on the comer
of Amargura and Cuua streets-the church of St. Angus.
tine, It \vellrepa}"s a visit, having been uuilt in 1608.
The altar piece is a mass of paintings in gilt frames,
and ah;o contains some alto relievoll of the crucifixion.

Santa elm'a is one of the wealthiest churches in
Havana and seems to attract more fair devotees at
early l1101'lling mass than the othel' ch tI1'ches. Yau
will find thill chmch or convent-fol' it is uoth-at
Ute cornel' of Cuba and Sui streets. By all means at.
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tend eady mass at Santa Clarn, aud probably when you
enter. the choir will be chanting, and prielitli in full
roUes officiating at an altar glittel'ing ill all the bl'illiaucy
oC innumerable leaves of liilver amI gold, that reflect a
thousand rays from the lights bU1'IIing al'uund them.
Hel'e you see persons licattered uver the tluor of tile
ehurch, many in a kneeling posture, theil' faces tUl'lleu
toward the altar, and apparently engaged in silellt
praJer. The meu, when uot thus engaged, stand 01' sit
011 benches ranged along the walls, while the wOlDen
are l:)eated on rugs spread on the stone pavement in
different groups. To those of our country, where the
synagogue, the cathedl'lll, aud the meeting house, are
somet.imes so close together that the Hebrew melody,
the Latin chant, and the simple, familiar hymn ascend,
blended in one strain, to Him, whose ears are open to
all, a description of the Roman Catholic form of wor
ship would be superfluous. But however little it may
vary in its articles of faith in different countries, a host
oC extraneous observances are thrust upon it by the
peculiar views and feelinglcl of its worshippers. The
interior of the building has but little to boast of, either
In its architecture or itli decorations. Roughly plastered
walllJ, with the rafters and roof coarsely painted, a few
,voodeu and wax images badly executed, some gilded
columns, and the tinsel spread above and around the
altar, are all that meets the eye. Still, here is more
apparent devotion than is seen in the splendid edifices
of ~'rance or Italy. As tha day progresses, the con
gregat.ion will increase until about one-eight of the
cIauI'ell will be filled and a perfect equality seems to
reign among all. Nearest the railing of the altar are
'Several negroes in common clothes, some with baskets
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on their arms, standing or kneeling, and behind them a
group of well dressed ladies are paying their devotions.
Then comes an intermingling of white, brown and
black, ill all kindll and qualities of habiliments. Next

I to a Seilora, whose liveried footman, kneeliug behind
her, proclaims her to be above the common sort, sits a
a decrepit old black woman, dressed in a coarse calico
frock, with a shawl over her head and shoulders, while
'close behind her, two young ladies kneel on a rug spread
by their gaily liveried footboy. The mustached ex-
quisite and the calutro kneel side by side, the red cloth
jacket of the latter, with its gold lace trimmings and
his heavy boots and immense silver spurs jingling at
every movement, contrasting strangely with the simple
dress of the former. During the service you may see a
St. Augustine monk, with a coarse blue gown and
white knotted cord girdle, take his seat in the con
fessional, an open stall placed against the wall, baving a
square grated aperture in each of its two sides j and
Jater a fair worshipper arises, and kneeling by the side
of the confessional, pour throl'gh one of the sieves a list
of her sins into the ears of the worthy confessor. After
fifteen minutes or so, there will be a mumbled prayer
Qr benediction, a few crosses hastily made, a pinch of
Imuff, and away goes the mouk into the sacristy, leaving
the fair penitent kneeling. Itis only when high mass
is performed, that the mUlIic is not inferior. On such
occasioos the orllhestra of the opera is employed.
When service is over, the people return in groups,
while some linger to finish their private devotions,
or exchange civilities with each other.

The Belen church is at the corner of Luz and Com
postella streets. This church and the buildings con-
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neoted with it, occupy nearly an entire square nnd
the church edifice has the largest dome and tower in
the city. The church and the hospitals connected with
it were erected in 1687 by the bishop of Compostella j

the front of the church is reached by a small but beau
tifal garden. The group of buildings compl'ising the
Belen are of the usual yellow or tawny color, and are
of a thoroughly monastic character. The Belen was
fint a Fl'8nciscan monRstery, then a barrack and was
then given to the JeliUits by the Government. This
company of Jesuits is composed of a rector and about
forty clerical and twenty lay brethren. They perform
every office, from the highest scientific observation,
down to the lowest menial offices in the cal'e of the
children i some serving in costly vestments at the high
altar, and others in coarse black garb at the gates. In
til. fint three years after they established themselves
in Havana, they formed a school of two hundred
boarders and one hundred day scholars, built dor
mitories Cor the boarders and a common hall, restored
the church and made it the most fully attended in tile
city; established a missionary work in all parts of tile
town, recalled a great number to the discipline of the
church, and not only created something like an en·
tbusiasm of devotion among the women, who are said
to have monopolized the religion of Cuba in past times,
but introduced among the men, and among many in
ftuential men, the practices of confession and com·
munioo, to which they had been almost entirely
strangen. The Belen contains l\ laboratory, an ol>
servatory and philosophic apparatus of the latest in
vention and in the best style of workmanship. There
ia also a museum of natural history and an interesting



134 THE MOTH EI~ ClIlIlWH IN CUnA.

cabinet of the woods of the island, in small blocks, each
piece btling polished on oue side and rough on the
other. The sleeping arrangements of the boys are
well adapted to the climate. There is a Illrg1
hall, with a roof about thirty feet from the Boor.
and windows near the top, to give light lind veutilatiop
above, and small port holes neal" the grollnu, to let ab
into the passages. The bedsteadll are of iron, and noth
ing can exceed the neatness and ol"der of the apart·
ments. The boys' clothes are kept in another part of
the house, and they take to their dormitories only th'
clothes that they are using. Each boy sleeps alone
Several of the Fathers sleep in the haH, in curtained
rooms at the end of the passageways, and a watchmau
walks his rounds all night to guard against £re and tel
give notice of sickness. The boys have a playground.
a gymnasium and a riding school. But although they
like riding and fencing, they do not take to the robus'
exercises and sports of American or English boys.
The roof of the Belen is Bat, which gives a pleasan1
promenade in the open air after the sun has gOlle down,
which is much needed, as the hllildillgs are in a dense
part of the city. The brethren of tllis order wear shor'
hair, with the tonsure, and dress in coarse cas.<:ocks of
plain black, coming close to the feet, lind buttoned close
to the neck, with a cape, but with 110 white of collar
above; and in these they sweep like black spectref
about the passllgeways and across the halls and court·
yards. Let us enter the church. It is not very large.
has an open marble floor, a gllllery for the use of th,
brethren and other men, allll a sumptllous higl. altor, Ily
which burns the undying lamp, indicatillg the presence
of the Sacrameut. In the vestl'y al~ kept the vest·
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menta for the lligh altar, some of which are costly and
gorgeous in the extreme, not probably exceeded by
those of the Temple at Jerusalem in the palmiest days
of the Jewish hierarchy. All are presellts from wealthy
devotees. One, an alb, has a circle of precious stones ~

and the lace alone on another, a present from a lady of
mnk, is said to have cost three thousand dollars. The
Belen is now the Royal College of Havana. The Cu
bans have a childish taste Cor excessive decoration.
Their altal'S look like toy shops. At the Belen there is
less of this; but the Jesuits find or think it necessary
to conCorm a good deal to the popular taste. In the
sacristy, near the Ilide altar, is a distressing image of
the Virgin, not in youth, but the mother of the mature
man, with a sword pierced through her heart. The
handle and a part of the blade remain without, while
the marks of the deep wound are seen, and the counte·
nance expresses the sorest agony of mind and body. It
is painful, and beyond all legitimate scope of art, and
huunts one like a vision of actual misery.

A strange, eventful history is that of the Society of
Jesus. Ignatius Loyola, a soldier and noble of Spain,
renouncing arms and knighthood, hal~gs his trophies
of war upon the altar of Monserrate. After intense
studies and barefoot pilgrimages, persecuted by reli
gious orders, whose excesses he sought to restrain, allli
frowned upon by the Inquisition, he organizes, with
Xavier and Faber, at Montmartre, a society of three.
From this small beginning, spreading upwards and out
wards, it overshadows the earth. Now, at the top of
succes.'l, it is supposed to control half Christendom.
Now, the order prescribed by state alld chUl'ch alike
and suppressed by the Pope himself, there is not a spot
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of earth in Catholio Christendom where the Jesuit can
place the sole of his foot. In this hour of distress, be
finds refuge in Russia and in Protestant Prussia. Then,
restored and tolerated, the order revives here and there
in Europe with a fitful light; and at length, blazes out
into a glory of missionary triumphs and martyrdoms in
China, in India, in Africa amI in North America.; and
now, in these later days, we see it advancing every
where to a Ilew epoch of labor and influence. Thor
ough in education, perfect in disoipline, absolute in obe-
dience,-8:s yielding, as indestructible, as all-pervading
as water or air. The Jesuits make strong friends and
strong enemies, Many, who are neither the one or the
other, say that their ethics are artificial, and their sys
tem unnatural; that they do not reform nature, but de
stroy it i that, aiming to use the world without abusing
it, they reduce it to subjection and tutelage; that they
are always in dangerous power, or in disgrace; and al·
though they may labor with more enthusiasm and self
consecration tlJan any order, yet such is the character
of their B)'stem, that these successes are never perma
nent, but I'esult in opposition, not only from Protes
tants and moderate Catholics, and from the civil power,
but from other religious orders and from the regular
clergy in their own church,-an opposition to which
they are invariably compelled to )'ield at last. In fine.
they declare that. allowing them all zeal, and all ability,
amI all devotedness, their system is too severe and· too
unnatural for permanent usefulness anywhel'e,-medi
cine and not food, lightning and not light, flame and
not warmth.

Not satisfied with this moderated judgment, their op
ponents have met them alwa)'s and everywhere, with
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uniform and violent reprobation. They say to them
the opinion of man 1188 condemned you I The just and
irreversible sentence of time has made yOIl a by-word
and a hissing, and reduced your very name, the most
sacred in its origin, to a synonym for ambition and de
ceit. Others, again, esteem them the nearest approach
in modern times to that type of men pOl'trayed by one
of the chiefest in his epistle: "In much patience, in
amictions, in necessities, in distresses, in strires, in im
prisonments, in tumnlts, in labors, in watchings, in fast·
ings, by pnreness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by
honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report, as
deceivers and Jet trne, as unknown and yet well
known, as dying and behold we live, as chastened and
110t killed, as sorrowful and yet always rejoicing, as
poor_ yet making many rich, as having nothing and ~'et

possessing all things."
There are numbers of other chnrches in Havana, but

with the exception of "La Merced," on Cuba and
Merced streets, they will not particularly interest the
traveler. .. La Merced" has a very venerable look
with its pillared front, dark from long exposure to the
elements. Within are handsome altars, and one very
luge painting giving 1\ miracuioul history of the patron
saint of the church, Saillt .. Merced," or mercy. The
Pl'Otestallt traveler will take away many oeld and curi
ous impressions of the chmches of Havana, and \vhen·
ever he has opportunity shonld attend service in some
of them at least.

Nothing but the absence of the carts that convey
merchandise to and from the warehonses, distinguishes
a Sunday in Havana from the week days, The stores
are all open, and behiml the counter can be seell the
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ready shopkeeper, his eyes closely observing each
passer-uy. The various trades and occlipations al'e pm
sued as on other days, The hammel' of the shoemaker
is heard, as he sits hy his door and compl'esses tIle sole
of the future shoe; the wheel of the razor-grinder
whirls as swiftly as ever, while he accompanies its hum
with 11 low song, tIle tailor plies his needle, the saddler
his awl, and the touacconist rolls the fragrant weed into
the much cherished cigar, while others are cutting the
wrappers. The vendor of lottery tickets perambulates
the streets as usual, with the opeu packages in hili hand,
offering the tempting bait to all, and pack-horses anJ
volalltes crowd the thoroughfares, At the gates of the
city a succession of volantes and victorias pass, freighted
with happy citizens, eager to enjoy the fresh air of the
country. In the afternoon, the paseos outside the walls
will ue crowded with citizens promenading, allll the long
avenues will be thronged with carriages, while the streets
will present the same appearance as in the morning.

When night sets in the citizens flock to the Plaza
des Armas, to listen to the militnry band. Prouauly

I every visitor who stays in Havana any length of time,
I visits the "Campolt Santos," the common cemetery ot
Havana, where all the dead of the city amI its large
8uburus nre interreu. The entrnnce to it is through
a pretty shrubbery of perpetual roses, papayas, pome·
granates, and other tropical trees, irrigated by rills
from an aqueduct, which supplies several small reser
voirs placed about the garuell ; while two large majagnll.
trees over tIle gate, and several tall palms interspersed
abont the garden, throw 11 gmteful sllade 0\'('1' all, and
add to the inviting freshness of tl,e spot. Thl'OlIgh the
centre of an oblollg uuilding, used for a chapel and
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dwelling house for the sexton, an arched passage leads
ioto the cemetery j a level square divided into foul'
equal parts by two trallsverse, flagged walks. Each
quarter is enclosed by a low, lIeat, irOll railing, and llas
in one corner a receptacle for the bones disinterred in
digging new graves. To soothe the friends of the de
ceased for the liberty thus taken with their remains,
four obelisks rear their tall forms, having inscribed on
them the comfortable assurance, .. Exultabunt ossa
humiliata." Some forty, or fifty tall pines of the
countr)', resembling cedars, throw a partial shade over
the walks, while the ground, bare of shrubbery, is
covered by a luxuriant. growth of grass. At the ex
tremity of the middle walk is a small, neat chapel, con
taining a few fresco paintings, and a chaste altar in the
form of a sarcophagus, supporting a small image of our
Lord cn the cross. Witllin and over the door and
porch .without, suitable inscriptions refer to the final
resurrection, and the happiness of those that die the
lleath of the righteous. Near the chapel, the ground
in the adjoining squares, contains numerous slaLs of
marble and other stones, covering the entrances to the

, ~l\u1ts beneath, with the names of the families to whom
they belong, engraved on them. On several arc coats
of arms in basso·relievo, but only a few have individnal
lIames inscribed on them, and there are very few
epitaphs. There is a notice placed at the entrance,
which threatens excommunication to aU who eat or
smoke in this place. The same placard, though, grants
an indulgence of forty days, to all who offer up prayers
for the dead here intel'l'cll. The cessation of burials in
the vaults of the Hav:llJa chlll'clles, was the work of ant'
of the bishops, Juan de Espada, who laid out this ceme-
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teIy and was a perfect Tacon in his own line. SQ,,4
after he had consecrated the ground, a nobleman died;
and al though the bishop was strongly urged to let him
be interred with his ancestors ill the church vaults. he
refused, and the body was sent to the Campos Santos.
With all its defects, it is the best on the island i those
of country villages have, not unfrequently. broken
temporary coffins lying about the gate, while over the
grounds have been seen half decomposed remains of the
buried. The better classes are, as elsewhere, enclosed
in coffins.

The great wealth once possessed by the monks in
Cuba is well known. They owned large tracts of the
richest soil on the island, and their reVeDl\eS from their
plantations were very great. But their possessions were
confiscated, and with them their power passed away.
Two of their establishments, St. Augustine and St.
Domingo, were converted into storehouses by th~ gov
ernment for its use, and severe restrictions were im
posed on all who retained the order. It must have reo
quired some glaring vices in these celibates, to encour
age the government to seize on their long coveted
wealth, and to have justified the measure in a Catholic
community. Many tales are told of the pranks these
worthy sons of the church played in their days. The
St. Augustine convent was so notorious for the joyous
life its inmates led, that many young men of the first
families entered it; not for the purpose of relinquish
ing the vanities of the world, but that they might enjoy
them more freely. The Belenites, especially, were cele
brated for their great wealth, having a revenue of
about a million dollars to be divided between twenty
two, of which their order consisted. They wel'e excel-
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lent boon companions, and the usual order of Curnish
ing the table was, by the steward receiving from each
monk a list of what he desired, so that the dishes were
as various as their respective tastes; and as each daily
invited his particular guests, and all sat down to a
common table, the most fastidious could have his palate
gl'8tified.

Of all these numerous churchmen, who must once
h.ave swarmed iu the city, but one or two may now Ve
seen passing through the streets; his humility UI1

affected, and apparently his greatest care being to pre
vent his large shovel-shaped hat from being knocked·
off by the passing throng.

In those parts of the island much traversed by
strangers, and where strangers have settled, the padre
is no longer seen at the cock-pit; but in the less
frequented spots, where the procession of the host still
brings everyone down on his knees, he is often fouud
among tho betters on that debasing sport. The cur
rent anecdotes of their vices, and which are freely cir
culated by their own parisboners, if true, in many cases
place them on a level with the lowest characters; still
lDany are found among them, whose gentle, manly de
portment, and devotion to their peculiar forms of wor·
ship, secure the love Rnd respect of their flock, and who
in other respects act the part of faithful pastors.



CHAPTER VIII.

THE ISLE OF PINES.

La Evangelista, discovered uy Columuus June 24th,
1494, is now known as the hIe 0'£ Pines, and lies south
of the western part of the island of Cuu&, to whom it
belongs. I t is about one hunured alld fifty miles
from Havalla. a journey of some ninety miles by rail to
Batabano, and the remainder of lhe way by steamer.
The island is in great repute as a resort for invalids
and the record of cures accomplished by its wonder
ful mineml springs, is astol1l1ding, and almost miracu
lous. Illvalitls flock to these healing walers as pilgrims
to a shl'ine. It is the" Lourdes II of the new world and
among its visitors are those from Em'ope and the United
States as well as from tIle Island of Cuba. The air is
of the purest, dry and balmy with the breath of the
gentle wind that comes over the forests of pine, bear
ing their fragrance alld healing. The quarries of the
island are celebrated for their fine marble and exq uisite
l'ock crystals as well as for the efficiency of its medicinal
springs. Santa Fe, is the point at wl.ich the steamer
will land yon, although you can land at Nueva Gerona
if you wish. The last named place is where a number
of troops are stationed, for the seat of government is
located there. Santa Fe is situated on the bank of the
river of the same name, some distallce from the land·
ing. It is a poor affair of a town, with wretched
honses built arouud a square ur plaza; as every Cuban
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town most have its plaza, so has Santa Fe hers, but
here it is given over to refuse, mongrel dogs alld stray
donkeys; instead of being the resort, the promeuade,
the common meeting ground of the people as on the
Island of Cuba. There is at least olle good hotel in
SllUta Fe, and living is not high. If )'ou come here to
Ill'ink the waters and take the baths, there is a sort of
routine to be observed. A glass of the water fil'st, then
,. bath at the" Templado," when the water has a tem
perature of about eightJ-two degrees, then another
glass after remaining in the bath for abollt fifteen min
utes. This is the program for the forenoon and for the
Afternoon alike. If it were possible to trl1nsplallt these
,.;priugs to the United States, such resorts as Saratoga
would have to look to their laurels. Tbere is nothing
of interest in Santa Fe for the invalid; books and
\uxuries must be brought by the traveler, else life will
be very monotonous. Lovely walks and drives are
frequent some way out of Santa Fe, aIHI cal'l'iages alld
horses are to be had at all times. The island is thinly
:nhabited and the haciendas (farms) which are few in
number, raise a few vegetables and some cattle. A
pineapple plantation is cultivated much as cabbages
.ne raised in the United States, and with the excep
tion of some in the eastern pal t of the Island of Cuba, it
is not common to find a plantation devoted exclusively
10 this purpose, except in the Isle of Pines. The visitor
to these shores, will find the inhabitants hospitable,
friendly and kind; natmally dignified, their knowledge
of the ways of the world is apparently very slight, aIHI
the innoceuce with which they allow children to go
...bout entirely naked, is one proof of this. This prac·
tille, however, obtains all over the Island of Cuba, as well.
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Naturalists will be interested to take the journey
to the immense swamp know as .. Cienaga," which is
the home of the largest of the crocodile family. This
swamp is on the southern coast of the island, and along
the shores of Cape Frances, are wOllderously beautiful
and rare shells, and cOl'sl formations.

In Cuba, the common name of the aligator is caiman.
But once you are in the Isle of Pines, do not leave it
without obtaining the beautiful views from the Crystal
Hills, nearly in the centre of the island aud about
twelve miles from Santa Fe. The road lies through
wild and beautiful scenery, llnd the summit once
reached, commands the finest views on the island.
To the south, the hills known as the Sierra de la
Canada, interpose their fifteen hundred feet of altitude
-behind them is the great swamp just mentioned; to
the north are the hills of Nueva Gerona, while east and
west, water and sky mingle across hill and valley. It is
intensely tropical and surpassingly lovely wherever the
e)'e rests. This island was once a celebrated resOl't or
hiding place for the pirates who infested the adjacent
waters. The bold buccaneers held high revel on these
Hhores, and here the booty taken from many a galleon
was hidden. An evil name in consequence seems to
have attached to the island, as the authorities make of
it a sort of penal colony, turning loose upon the vil
lages, without allowance or provision for support,
political prisoners and the scum of the population.

You leave Santa Fe by steamer, on the return trip
to Havana, and duly fiud yourself again in the small,
struggling village of Batabano, finishing your journey
by rail. Be sure that you have by no means exhausted
the ath'actions of Havana. You are tempted to prolong
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your stay in the capital city, but unless you decide to
remain permanently, there must come a time when fare
well must be said to the city and to the island, and you
will buy your cigars, your oranges and your sweet
meats and have them sent on board, with the souvenirs
you have picked up in many a quaint and curious place. I

This leave-taking is a strange process and has strange
effects. How suddenly a little of unnoticed good in
what you leave behind comes out, and touches you in
a moment of tenderness,.and how much of t.he evil aud
disagreeable seems to have disappeared, as you stare out
of your carriage to read the familiar signs, the names of
streets, and the pretty and fantastic names of the shops.
You think even the narrow streets have their ad
vantages, as they are better shaded, and the awnings
can stretch across them, though to be sure, they keep
out the air j and there will be a something regretted, a
sort of sad tinge to your thoughts as you stand on the
steamer's deck to get your last look at the lovely island
while the warm tropic breezes, recall pleasant, easy,
listless and interesting days and journeys.

To an American from the United States, Cuba is an
object of singular interest. His mind is occupied and
almost oppressed by the thought of the strange problems
that are in process of solution around him.

The educational system of Cuba under Spanish rule
is such that many of the wealthy population are not
liberally educated, and of the poorer classes, very many
are ignorant of the first rudiments. Over every effort
to instruct them the mother country watches with a
jealous eye; and Cuba, 80 long as she remains subject
to her, will have Cliuse to mourn over the ignorance of
bel' indigent classes.

9
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Too much praise cannot, therefore, be rendered to
those noble spirits among her citizens, who struggle
amid every obstacle to diffuse the blessings of educa.
tion among her population; for there have not been
wanting patriotic men, both in public and private life,
who struggle ever against obstacles, which no one liv
ing under a free government, can conceive. Although
frequently in indigent circumstance themselves, many
teachers have given their services gratuitoUt;ly to one·
half as many as all the societies and the government
paid for, and in many cases adopted the scholars, to
l'escue them from ignorance.

Cuba is linked to us by strong ties of intel'est, and a
constant secret tide of liberal views flows ever from
our Republic into her rising generation. Many of her
sons are educated among us; and everywhere on the
island will be found the Anglo-Saxon emigrant with his
restless spirit, forcing upon his adopted country the im
provements he has bronght from his native land. For
years the separation of Cuba from the mother country,
has been considered as withi'n the possibilities of time;
and the picture of her quondam sisters on the South
American Continent, has had a very alluring aspect,
and has served to arouse a spirit of emulation in the
bl·easts of Cuban patriots.



CHAPTER IX.

THE DECAY OF SPAIN.

THE pity of it I Spain, once almost peerless in her
royal splendor, aud with a power that overshadowed
Em"ope, is now barely able to hold a few fortified cities
in one of her insular possessions.

The loss of her dependencies on the South American
continent has seemingly rendered Spain more haughty,
and more arrogant, and she forgets the sad experiences
and lessons of her history, in the contemplation of Cuba
among the sisterhood of American republics.

One would almost think that in the matter of Cuban
affairs, the determination of Spain to hold on to the
administration of them, in order to enjoy the revenues
of the. island, would beget conciliatory measures at
least. But any lessening of the old arrogance is not
ill evidence, and at no time in the history of the" pearl
in the mire," as the itdand of Cuba is called by her
native writers, has Spanish oppression been more
severely felt than at the present time; and no better
summary of the present condition of Spain could be
given, than a recent editorial in The Evening Bulletin,
of Philadelphia:

•• No people in Christendom are in such miserable
plight as the Spaniards, not even the Italians or Turks.
It is one of the significant lessons of history that when
ever a continental people have given themselves up to
an alliance with the British they have descended the
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scale of well being. By giving themselves up, is
meant the conditions that exist between Britillh greed
and personal government. During the last two cen
turies of Spanish decadence British diplomacy has vir
tually ruled the Spanish Court. Spain gave promise
of resurrection for a year or two when the French ex
pelled the British in 1808. But the Bourbons were
willing to pay any price to get a new lease of power,
and thanks to Napoleon's Russian reverses in 1812, the
British were able to resume their sway in the peninsula
after 1815. Until the French revolution British influ
ence kept Italy in the same condition of suspended de- •
velopmeut. For a few years under the stimulus of
French ideas the Italian people were aroused and gave
promise of becoming worthy of their ancient lineage.
They, too, were thrown back into political, industlial
and moral slavery by the absolutist triumph of Water
loo. They were rescued by Napoleon III., and when
the empirE} fell the needs of the House of Savoy gave
the British a chance to plant her potencies at the Court
of the Quirinale, as the friend and protector of the
Savoy monarchy.

"The story is unvarying. Every power or people
accepting British alliance has sunk to national lethargy
or has been despoiled into nothingness, like Denmark,
Holland, Turkey. A blight and curse follows British
domination, as in Ireland, Iudia aud the Balkan States!
During the years, from 1815 to 1830, while the British
held the Bourbons on the throne of France, the char.
acter of the people changed almost beyond recognition.
Industry fell off, national enterprise was suspended,
internecine feuds divided all ranks. A half century of
Bourbonism, held in place by the British, would have
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made France what Italy and Spain-Turkey and Den
mark are to-day. It would be a long story to tell, the
amplification of the monstrous administration or mal
administration of Ireland.

"It was British intrigne and money that restored
the Bourbons to the misgovernment of Spain in 1875,
just as the people were on the eve of making the re
public a reality. Some of the story is told in Disraeli's
flabby novel, 'Lothair.' It was Disraeli himself who
engineered the plot, and his sketch of it is lifelike.
With the House of Bourbon ruling, Spain's affairs are
virtually guided by the British. All the commercial
interests of the monarchy are insidiously controlled by
British syndicates until it is safe to say that the Span
ish treasury is mortgaged to Great Britain. The Bour
bon kings knew so well their dependence upon their
greedy task masters, that they never ventured to go
far in a purely Spanish policy. When a ministry feels
the royal power declining too far, in the minds of the
people, 'insurrection' or attempts to assassinate roy
alty are invented to touch the popnlar heart.

"When Alfonso's excesses had, a few years ago,
chilled the ardor of even the most loyal partisans of
monarchy, a particularly odious attempt on his life was
made, at the very portals of the palace. In Spain, as
in Italy, men can be bought for any work. Even
Radicals can be procured to perjure themselves to the
strengthening of the Royalists, who threw the blame of
pretended attempts at assassination upon the Liberal
parties seeking to restore liberty to the masses. It
never seems, however, to strike the credulous public
that all attempts against the King fail, and in the most
awkward way, while the only attempts that succeed
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al'e those in which the lives of the Liberals or revolu
tionary statesmen are sought by the aristocratic cabals.
Years ago Prim was the only obstacle to monarchical
Bourbon restoration. He was cut off in a night, in the
public Ilighways, in the white marble porch of the
Cortes, and to this day there has been 110 one punished
for the crime. Yet the deed was done just as boldly liS

the ridiculous farce enacted a few )'ear8 later at the
royal palace porch. There was, however, this differ
ence: The one was done by the royalist chief:> openly,
the other by the royalist agents covertly. The people
in Spain who are tired of the Biblical puni:>hment
kings-have no wish to get rid of them by assassination.
The most effective way to abolish kings is found to be
to drive them out and pension them, as was done with
IsabtJIla.

"What with the miser)Y of high taxes and the cancer
ill Cuba, the Spanish people are ill a miserable plight.
The republican spirit is rising everywhere; hence th('"
junta found a little while ago that there was crying
need of an assassination! The little King, against
whom th13 most vehement Radical has no hatred wal.!
announced in peril of his life. A plot was invented
and the Spanish heart made ready for firing. But the
spark didn't catch. From one end of Spain to the other
it was recognized as a 'fake • plot, and the whole affair
smothered. But just in time to help the Royalists came
the belligerency resolution from Washington. Mobs of
so-called republicans were extemporized in all the large
cities to' outrage' the United States and prove to the
timid property owners the danger of entrusting the
affairs of State to such intemperate hot heads!

"With the press bound hand and foot, the masses
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never rea.d a line that the monarchical Tunta wish sup
pressed. Not long ago the military groups in Madrid
pretended to take offence at something said in a Liberal
paper; the editor was challenged by a score of military
men and his death was never punished. On the con
trary, a law was passed forbidding any allusion to the
army in the newspapers. British sympathy is with the
J UDts, and British aid uDstintedly ready when it is a
question of perpetuating the miserable rule of the
House of Bourbon. There can be no manner of doubt
that Spain would have sold Cuba long ago, or given the
people autonomy, were it not for the secret promptings
of the British.

"But in face of a threat to despoil Spain of Cuba,
republican vies with monarchist in patriotic fidelity.
The most significant evidence of this is the uprising in
Catalonia. The Catalans are the most independent
and democratic of all the peoples of Spain. It was in
Barcelona that the Federal republic was declared.. It
was Barcelona that withstood the French armies most
determinedly from 1808 until 1813. The Catalans now
proffer the governm~nt twelve thousand men to de
fend Cuba by war with this republic I But the
ministry-that is, the monarchy-does not want war.
The result would give Spain too clear an insight into
the incapacity of its Bourbon rulers. It would expose,
furthermore, the rascality that has been going on for
twenty years. For it would reveal an army as helpless
and ill-provided as the legions of Napoleon III. ill
1870.

.. In spite of enormous outlays. Spain is really a less
formidable power' than Holland, Belgium or Denmark
-'-80 far as an army and navy are to be counted upon
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for strength. In the travesty of war a few years ago,
carried on against the Riff coast marauders, Spain was
compelled to do her utmost, and then only succeeded
through the cooperation of the Sultan of Morocco, who
put his flying squadrons at the disposal of Martinez
Campos I Cuba has well-nigh drained Spanish re
sources. If the ministry are forced into war with us
by the anger of the people. we shall probably see the
same thing happen in Madrid, with the first serious de
feat that happened in Paris after Sedan. The mon
archy will be abolished and the republican government
will hasten to make peace on any decent terms obtain
able. It is the prevalence of this, rather than any in
clination to go to war, that represses that ardor of the
government presses and restrains the tone of the min
isters. They know that the first blow struck by the
Yankees would result in the downfall of the Bourbons
-perhaps the massacre of the plotting Junta which is
responsible for Spain's present decadence. Not the
least threatening menace to the monarchy is the silence
of Martinez Campos, who has his score to settle with
the rivals, who have succeeded in putting him under
a cloud."



CHAPTER X.

THE CUBA. OF TO-DA.Y.

By Captain Ricardo J. Navarro, of the Cuban Army.

THE word failure is written across the efforts of
Spain to quell the Cuban Revolution. When on Feb
ruary 24th, 1895, the war broke out, Captain-General
Callejas then in supreme command of the Spanish
forces, announced that it would be suppressed within
three months. He tried to treat with the insurgents,
but after two months was so far from having fulfilled
his promise that General Mal'tinez Campos was as
signed to succeed him. Campos was considered the
foremost of Spanish military heroes. He possessed a
thorough knowledge of Cuba and its people, having
fought several years in the last war, which he brought
to a. successful close by the treaty of 1878. After con
structing a trocha or military line across the island at
Haga, and believing that he had thus confined the up
rising to the eastern province, he wrote home: " All
da.nger is past."

Within nine months General Campos had been pur
sued into Havana by the insurgents who encamped
only twenty miles away. The Spanish people at
tributed his failure to a lack of severity. and named
to succeed him, General Weyler. whose cruelties dur
ing the previous war had earned for him the soubriquet
of" the butcher." The new commander promised the
Spanish planters they should begin grinding sugar cane
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within fifteen days. Yet at the end of that time, only
those who had paid taxes to the insurgent leaders were
allowed to grind by the Cubans. After fortifying the
trocha of Mariel, General Weyler asserted: that no in·
surgent forces would ever cross again into Pinal' llel
Hio. Yet a few days after, the Cubans broke the mili·
tary line and invaded that province. Another promise
made by this General was to complete the subjugation
of Cuba within two years. It is safe to assert that
this pledge will be broken like all former Spanish
pledges.

Most persons will no doubt be surprised to learn tha"
during the first year and a half of the war, with it,
scores of battles and hundreds of skirmishes, Bcarcel,
two thousand Cuban soldiers have lost their lives. Ac
cording to official statements reported from Havana to
l\Iadrid, the Spanish have lost during the same period
f\"Om wounds and disease no less than thirty thousand.
These statements seem incredible in view of the fact
that Spain controls all the seaports with a strong navy
and harbor fortifications, and that the Spanish army of
one hundred and sixty thousand men is well equipped
with arms and ammunition. The Cuban arm] on the
other hand, consists at most of but fifty thOusand or
Hixty thousand men of whom not more than half are
fully armed. The war has cost Spain $100,000,000.
The Cubans have spent less than $1,000,000. At thi.
rate any school boy could figure out that Spain and not
Cuba will be beaten within the two years' proposed
time.

It is not denied that several thousand Cubans may
have been pnt to death, but these were not enrolled in
the Revolutionary army. Some idea of the proportior.
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of 8uch deaths in a Cuban war can be formed from the
fact that during the former rebellion, although there
were never more than seven thousalld or eight thou
sand soldiers in the Cuban army at a time, no less than
thirteen thousand non-combatants were slaughtered.
The names of these thirteen thousand victims, furnished
I,y their relatives, are all printed in what is called" The
Book of Blood," published in New York a few years
ago. It IS more difficult to estimate the exact number
of Cuban soldiers who fell during the whole Ten Years'
War, but the most liberal estimates place the figure
considerably below half the number of non-combatants
killed. During that same period the Spanish loss, ala
though publicly stated to be some twenty-one thousand,
was afterward authoritively admitted to have been ovel"
olle hundred and eighty-seven thousand. Leon y Cas
tillo, the Spanish Minister for the Colonies, read these
figures in the Spanish Cortes from the private official
dispatches after peace had been restored. That tho
number of Cuban soldiers killed during the present war
is not here underrated might be proved from records of
losses in every engagement kept by Dr. Joaquin Case
tillo, Chief of the Sanitary Corps, and Colonel Federico
Perez, Aid de Camp to General Maceo, both of whom
are now in New York.

How is it possible that Spain with its splendid re
sources has achieved so little and lost so much? A brief
examination of the comparative physical and moral
conditions of the two armies; their respective organi~

zation, and methods of warfare will answer this ques
tion.

The Spanish soldiers are chiefly drafted out from the
peasant population. This is because the residents of

~ I
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cities g~t the benefit of many exemptions not within
the reach of the ignorant countrymen. These poor
creatures born in a cold, dry climate, and half nourished
on a purely vegetable diet, are utterly unfit to live in
the tropics. The hot and humid atmosphere of Cuba
and the hearty rations of fresh beef with which they
are then fed, renders them the easy prey of malaria,
dysentery and yellow fever. The weary stragglers
abandoned Oil every march by the roadside to die, swell
the figures of Spanish losses, although never included
in official bulletins.

Pitted against such sorry warriors, is the sturdy
yeomanry of Cuba. It is true they are both of the
same blood but there all resemblance ceases. Inured
to hardship from infancy, the Cuban thrives on coarse
fare, nor have the diseases peculiar to that climate any
effect upon him. As a horseman and lasso thrower, he
is fully equal to the American cowboy, while early
training and constant practice makes the machete, or
Cuban cutlass, an almost irresistible weapon in his
hands. Every native Cuban is besides a born hunter
and it has well been said that hunting is the School of
War.

But the greatest source of strength to the patriot
army is neither the dexterity nor the vigor of its troopers.
The secret of their success lies in the deep conviction
of the justice of their cause which is shared by the
humblest negro and the richest planter alike. It is
through this devotion to the cause of human freedom
as against tyranny, that they are willing to serve for
an unlimited period without compensation, cheerfully
facing hardships and death. This is in turn the weak
est point in the equipment of the Spanish invaders of
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Cuba. Forced into the service and roughly treated by
their officers, they fully appreciate the risk they run,
though many of them have but little sympathy for the
cause they support. Even the most enthusiastic are
actuated mainly by a hope of improving their fortunes,
and all sigh for the completion of their term of con
scription.

At first glance the Spanish army seems more per
fectlyorganized than that of the patriots. But this
superiority is more apparent than real. The conditions
which are peculiar to Cuba being exceptional, require
a special form of organization. Much of Cuba is a
jungle of tangled forest in which for stretches of sixty
and eighty miles, neither roads nor human habitations
are to be found. A European army is ill adapted to
operate such regions. Every Cuban is a guide, and
when ordered to do so may be relied on to strike out
for himself through those seemingly impassable wilds.
The Spanish columns have to march in solid ranks de
pendent upon the services of a guide whom they dis
trust and is liable to be picked off at any moment by a
rebel sharpshooter. Besides, the scarcity of towns in
the interior compel the Spaniards to take with them
huge trains of pack mules loaded with provisions which
they are not always able to protect. Among the
Cubans, each one is his own quartermaster, having
learned as a hunter to find his food in the forests. The
Cuban army is therefore unencumbered with a commis:'
sary department, and often marches forty miles a day.
A small band will go much farther. The Spanish army
seldom marches further than four leagues, or twelve
mile&, in a day.

The advantages of the Cuban military organization

•
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Ine shown in the tactics ordinarily pursued by them.
On account of their knowledge of the country and the
mobility of their forces, they are always able to engage
or avoid the enemy just as it suits the condition of thfll
moment. For the Cubans, repulse means only delay,
R. quick retreat and a possible engagement later. To
the Spanish, however, every battle presents one of two
I\ltematives, victory or annihilation. The rugged to
pography of the island renders lU'tillery a useless en
cumbrance in 11Iany districts. There are not only a few
instances where rather than carry heavy cannon over
cliffs or across gorges, they have spiked and abandoned
them. And without their gUlls the Spanish army is
seriously crippled, as they rely on them for support in
many of their manamvres.

Although the Cubans are deficient in artillery, they
more than make up for this in the clever alternate use
they make of cavalry and infantry against their less
rapid foes. Of course when a body of infantry is at
tacked by one of cavalry the universal tactics are to
form either a hollow or a solid square, in order to re
pulse the lat.ter by a concentration of their fire. On
the other hand, when fired on by infantry it is custom
ary to deploy, thus scattering the mark. In Cuba the
patriot forces are usually able to approach the enemy
under the cover and surprise them. The first move is
for the Cuban army to feign a charge. This causes the
Spaniards to mass their forces, affordiug an excellent
mark for the Cuban infantry ambushed at differeut
points. The effect is deadly, the ~Iausser rifles throw
ing a bullet which sometimes pierces three bodies befOl·e
its fOl'ce is stayed. Pallic ~tl'icken, the Spaniards
scatter to escape these volle}::! and are then charged. by
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the Cuban horse. In this way, they will alternately
mass and scatter, until either the Cubans' ammunition
ill exhausted and the engagement abandoned, or the
Spaniards are defeated.

When in too small numbers to attack the invaders ill
open fight, the Cubans will sometimes adopt an effec
tive method of harassing their enemies. They divide
their forces into two equal parts, one of which is seut
ahead a duzen miles along the line of march which the
Spanish are pursuing. The purpose of this manreuvre
is to give the advance force a chance to sleep and hold
itself in readiness for night service. Meanwhile the re
maining portion attack the enemy in' flank, front and
rear keeping up a running fire under cover of the
woods. The Spanish never daring leave the beaten
track, waste their ammunition shooting at random.
This is kept up all day. When night comes and the
weary Spaniards think their troubles ended, the frelSh
band of Cubans relieve their comrades. Darkuess
augments the horrors of the day.- The worn-ollt
Spaniards are forced to spend the whole night in ward
ing off the attacks of their active assailants. It is easy
to imagine the losses which three or four days' Illard}
under these conditions will inflict upon any army.

A striking illustration of the efficiency of this ma
llreuvre is afforded by Colonel Sanchez Echavarria's
retreat from Jiguani. Repulsed at that point, he
started for Bayamo with eight hundred men. After a
terrible march under a constant fire from two alternate
bands of only a hundred men each, he entered Bayamo
with scarely more than four hundred men. The rest
were left dead and wounded all along the road; their
arms and ammunitiou falling into the hands of the
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patriots. Countless instances could be cited of similar
engagements, which figure in the official reports as
Spanish victories. Such engagements explain never·
theless how the Spaniards, though eternally claiming
the advantage, have lost thirty thousand men to less
than two thousand on the Cuban side.
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PART II.

CAUSES AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE WAR
OF INDEPENDENCE.

BY R. M. MEReHAN'.

CHAPTER XI.

CORRUPTION OF THE SPANISH ADMINISTRATION.

BEFORE the commencement of the present war some
of us, natives of Cuba, who are conservative patriots,
might have preferred a legal fight to the appeal to arms.
Five years ago the writer, believing the revolution 00
be impossible, or rather, that it would be lacking in the
elements of success, endeavored to make manifest the'
advantages of securing for Cuba an autonomic adminis
tration within the Spanish Empire. The author be
lieved that, though Spain was unwilling to gr~nt such
concessions, she would, in the end, yield to the force of
circumstances. But those who were on the ground,
and felt the oppressor's yoke, it must be acknowledged,
were the only judges as to the limits and suffering and
endurance. They rose in arms on the 24th of February
of last year, and those of us who cannot look with in.
difference upon the affairs of our country are forced to
choose between two alternatives; namely, we must side
with our· compatriots, or we must side with those who
kill our compatriots. To present the problem in this

(165)
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shape, and there is no other way to present it, is to
resolve it.

:My business then is to rut in evidence the justice of
the cause of those who are willing to sacrifice their
lives for the independence of their country. The
Autonomists or JIome Rule party of Cuba have not
denied that this justice exists. They simply doubt the
expediency of the last resort. But they have never
dared to deny, as I shall show further on, that there is
a just cause to appeal to the Arbiter of War.

I shall take up first the corruption of the public ad
ministration in Cuba, and I shall not have to go back
to those times when, according to Lord Palmerston,
Cuba was" a centre of abominations."

CORRUP'fION IN THE ADMINISTRATION.

SO grave is the matter whereof I treat that I shall
prefer to employ the words of others.

Those who do not know that I never assert what I
cannot prove might suspect that I am carried away by
exaggeration or fiction. I therefore yield the floor ta
the very highest authorities in the, Spanish Govern
ment.

My first quotation * is taken from the Journal of the
Spanish (Jortes of the 28th of June, 1890. Thus spoke
Mr. Romero Robledo, who has been Colonial Minister
in the Spanish Cabinet, before the assembled Cortes of
the Realm.

" In these days it is scarcely necessary for bandits to

• The American reader will please understand once for all tllat the clvlll.!l
well as the military admlnlstl'atlon In Cuba 18 entirely In the hands of the
Spaniard.. That the employees snd omcers are appointed In Spain. Tllat tile
Whole machinery of the &overnment may be ""lId With propriety to be of the
SpanIards, by the Spaniards, and for the Spaniards.
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run the risk of the highway. Why should we expose our
selves to run counter to the rural police when a man can
quietly steal six and a half millions of dollars from the
thrice bolted public safes, and no one is arrested except
a poor porter who was absent from the building at the
time of the theft? Why run the risk of the highway
man when the Vice President of a Provincial Assembly
can commit a murder on his wife and marry his own
servant without anybody caring to expose the criminal
except that it is said that he is a public functionary? ..

The same Senor Romero Robledo in the same session
read a memorial letter addressed to the Minister of the
Colonies by General Salamanca, who was then Captain
General of the Island, January, 1890. The General
was an honest man, that is, he would not steal, though
he did give his sanction to some electioneering crooked
ness. He had set out to moralize the administration,
but his hopes were shipwrecked upon the shore of
traditional methods and the influences from Madrid
that are directed toward shielding both the offence and
the offenders. Perhaps the moral sufferings of the man
may have caused his brief sickness and unexpected
death. The letter in question speaks of the frauds upon
the revenues and says:

'It is the most scandalous thing ever seen; it is
really impossible to conceive ofit. Because, though we
may understand how frauds are promoted by organized
impunity, one cannot conceive how they can escape the
scrutiny of the Board of Accounts and the Ministry of
the Colonies, to both of whom the accounts of all
transactions are forwarded. If anyone were to dillclose
these things to the nation the frightful spectacle might
well bring about a cataclysm. The judicial proceedings in
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the cases of forgery concerning the Provincial Treas
uries were opened ill 1881. The Courts of Justice
issued the order of arrest against the parties that were
supposed to be culpable. But at the same time the
famous Royal Decree was issued, instructing that the
courts should not interfere in such cases, until the ad
ministrative proceedings were finished. The criminal
proceedings were thus stopped, the prisoners were set
free, and strange to say, for reasons unknown, the ad
ministrative process also ceased to move forward at the
aame time. Since then, nine years ago, no prosecuting
4ttorney has been appointed; and all this goes on with
the approval of the courts, of the intendents, and of
everybody, while some of the accused officers occupy
high positions in the government.

" War Account. from 1879-80. You have on your
desk the seven documents I forwarded through my Ad
jutant, Roquet, and you are aware of the importance
of the defalcation which, with so many others, sleeps
the sleep of the just. This was the cause why my
friend. Balaguer, suppressed by cable the Board of Ac
counts of the Island, which happened to be on the trail
of the delinquents. Since then the affair seems to
have been lost in some unfathomable well. The grav
ity of the business is that, as you know full well, the
process refers to enormous sums of money that cannot
be accounted for, and that are saddled upon imaginary
transportations of troops and furnishing of supplies.
Some respectable houses, one of which played, a very
important part at the time, are involved in this affair."

Mr. Romero Robledo said further: "I shall not read
all of the memorial, but I wish to bring befOl'e the con
gress one fact. What is the amount of these defalea-
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tions? They represent the sum of twenty-eight mil
lions, eight hundred and eleven thousanu, five hundred
and sixteen dollars. Did the government ignore this?
What has become of this amount? I cannot proceed.
I have no comments to make, but will simply auu that
when Mr. Sagasta landed in Cadiz with General Prim
ill 1868, the keynote of his manifesto was Long live
Spain with honor. A fine way, indeed, of honoring the
fatherland."

The sentences I am about to quote from Mr. Vega
de Armijo, ex.Minister of State, and from Mr. Moret,
who has also been Minister of State and of the colonies,
were spoken, not at the same session of the Cortes, but
some years previously. They were repeated, however,
by Mr. Romero Robledo during the session I am speak
ing of.

The Marquis Vega de Armijo said: "The immorality
of the administration in Cuba is a theme of general
conversation. Let us add, gentlemen, that the per
nicious influence of this immorality is also felt here."

Mr. Moret: "To eradicate this leprosy of adminis
trative immorality, which goes together with what is
called the system of bosses; to break down this repug
nant and unhealthy system of wheels within wheels,
which commences in the distribution of the spoils of
office, and goes on in the election of councilmen, the
election of congressmen, and involves, as a matter of
course, the rise of bureaucracy with its influence upon
the government and the judiciary; to break away from
all this we require a strong government."

Read now the following extract from the official 01""

gan, La Epoca, of Madrid, of August 28d, 1890:
n We have heard for the last three years in Parlia·
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ment, and we read in the public press, that the proceed
iugs instituted in the cases of fraudulent accounts of
the public debt seem to sleep the sleep of the just; that
evil tongues will say and repeat that the famous ex
Secretary of the Board of Public Debt carried out
his pilferings in connivance with important function
al'ies in the department of the colonies j that if the said
secretary were forced to speak, his revelations might
bring trouble upon many.

.. Another scandalous fraud was discovered in 1887.
The supposed authors, according to public rumor, live
in plenty and enjoy their summer vacations with the
best, as if we had no -government, no tribunals, no
anything; while honest employees live modestly or
are dismissed to make room for the favored pick
pockets.

"The (Jomercio and the Diario de la Marina, new&
papers of Havana, attributed the repetition of these de
falcations to the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators
who have been called • bandits with Royal Grants.' "

General Pando, who has resided many yeaJ"8 ill Cuba,
and who took an important part in the war of 1868-78.
presented serious charges against the government iu
the session of the Cortes of March 22d, 1890. I shall
copy an abstract of his long speech, as it appeared in
La Epoca of Madrid, on the following day:

.. A general, and a public man, endowed with great
energy and aptitude for the details of business, General
Salamanca, after sustaining a rude campaign in the
Senate against Cuban immorality, (that is to say, the
immorality of the Spanish administration in Cuba),
was for this very reason appointed by Mr. Becerra to
the chief command of the island of Cuba. One
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should suppose, in view of these antecedents, that
the new Governor-General would have the su.pport and
the facilities that it was possible to grant to him be
sides those that are inherent to his office, in order that
he might be able to struggle against the many-headed
Hydra with the same good will as his predecessors, and
with better success.

"This notwithstanding, the government of General
Salamanca has been very unfortunate. The corruption
has been greater than ever. The embezzlements have
been more scandalous, and the General has succumbed
in the struggle,-a victim of his temperament, of his
tireless energy, and perhaps other factol'8.

"The problem the General set out to solve has be·
come more threatening than ever, and the frauds reo
cently discovered in the accounts of the Board of Pub
lic Debt have culminated in the disappearance of its
secretary, Mr. Oteiza, and the successful l'equest for
his extradition.

"We are not surprised to have heard the question
asked by General Pando in yesterday's session of the
Cortes.

"It is very apparent, then, that no branch of the state
business in Cuba has escaped the pervading epidemic
of immorality. In the Internal administration, we
have the frauds that go by the name of Oteiza, and the
defalcations recently discovered in the subtreasury of
Matanzas. In the Judiciary we have judges financially
interested in cases that they are to pass judgment
upon. As to the Department of War, we find General
Pando asking in yesterday's session what action has
been taken upon the proceedings instituted in the cases
of swindles discovered in the disbursements for sup-
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plies and transportation of troops. As to the Custom
Houses, the same general inquired yesterday what was
the amount represented in the Havana Custom House
by wet paper, or drafts bearing imaginary names. This
amount is believed to reach the sum of five million dol·
lars. If we add to this the frauds in the public debt
and in the administration of confiscated property,
General Pando believes that we can strike a grand
total of forty million dollars as a fair estimate of these
pickings and stealings.

" What could the Minister of the colonies answer to
these overwhelming charges? That he is prepared to
continue the campaign of moralization in Cuba; that
he will furnish the Cortes with all the documents that
may be called for; and that he relies upon the assist
ance of honest men to carry out his good purpose.

" We find that the second part of the debate was
not less interesting than the first. General Pando,
after referring to the current rumor that General Sala
manca had died of poisoning, stated that when he was
exhumed by his son it was found that all the viscera
had been removed; and the General accused the gov
ernment of failing' to support the authorities in the
island whenever the local opposition became a political
power."

Mr. CastaBeda, who is a Spaniard to the marrow, ill
the session of the Cortes of June 24th, 1891, said:

"Can anyone doubt the immorality that exists in
Cuba? General Prendergast has sent you (the Min
ister of the Colonies) a list of three hundred and fifty
names of employees of the Custom Houses, and of the
administration, who have been prosecuted for defalca
tion and not one of them has been punished. This
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theft-for we must call things by their names-in the
Custom Houses increases the annual deficit. And
how can we put a stop to all this, when the embezzler
of to-day is found worthy of promotion on the morrow."

In the session of the Cortes of the 7th and 8th of
June, 1892, Mr. Romero Robledo declared in a speech,
that he had ordered a balance of the accounts to be
struck in the Cuban treasury, and the result had been,
that the amount of nineteen millions, three hundred
and thirty-two thousand, eight hundred and sixty-five
dollars should have appeared to the credit of the treas
ury, but, the orator continued:

"Now, these nineteen millions of dollars reduce them.
selves to about half a million of usefnl money. Useless
paper, imaginary sums of money transferred from one
cashier to another, mysteriously sealed packages that
contain worthless paper, some of which are dated as far
back as 1865-this is about all that can be found.

" No registry is kept of the transfer of property or
of the disposal of public lands. To determine whether
any such transaction has been effected, one has to in
quire from old employees of the estate, who mayor who
may not remember if the property was transferred or
sold. .

"In 1834 the government purchased a building to
be used for public offices in one of the Cuban prov
inces. The house was purchased for forty thousand
dollars in gold. Quite recently the building was con
demned as unsafe and the offices were ordered to be
removed. The house was sold for two thousand dol·
lars in paper (eight hundred in gold). The govern
ment offices remained where they were and now the
govemment pays seventy-two dollars a month for the
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rent of the house. An administrator of the treasury
ordered the building to be sold, and another adminis
trator bought it.

"But what more do you want? Do you believe we
have tax assessors and assessments in Cuba? We !JM"e
nothing of the kind. There are only certain lists writ
ten with pencil j upon which lists names come and go
at the will of the manipulators. Everything is after
this pattern. We have no register, no archives, no
basis of any kind for a business-like administration."

Now let us listen to what the Queen Regent has to
say upon the subject.

In a Royal Decree appearing in the Gazeta de Mad
rid of November 25th, 1~92, it was stated that there
was reason to suppos~ from official informatiGn re
ceived. that serious theft;o ~ere being committed in the
section of Passive (Jla8.~J, that is, in the payment
of pensions for military decorations obtained during
the last Cuban War of lR6J-78. Subsequent investi
gations made good these Sl'llricions of criminal specu
lations, which were spoken 0\ uy La Epoca of Madrid,
on the twenty-fifth of the sa'l'tJ month, as the" most
audacious frauds ever cOllceiv\'d." Listen to the hit·
tel' sarcasm used by the highest (\:t,.\t'rity of the realm
in regard to this matter.

"It is worthy of attention, first, ~Mt twelve yeara
after the war that desolated the island, \)uch a large
number of applications for pensions s~ou~d be pre
sented by soldiers who served in those trying limes, but
seem to have overlooked their rights, if wo are to
judge hy the silence they have kept during the yeaN
immediately following the rcturn of peace j second,
that the number of pensioners seems to increase as we
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recede further from that date. So that, while their
number in the province of Santiago de Cuba in 1887
was four hundred and fifty, we find it increased in 1891
to nine hundred and fifty, beside the hundreds of ap'
plications that have not been decided upon; and third,
that we find. against all the calculations of vital statis
tics, that the deaths have numbered no more than one
for the year 1889-90, two for 1890-91, and none for
1891-92. We may say therefore that the pensioners
seem to obtain together with their pensions, the privi
legeof immortality."

The Royal Decree further states that so 800n as the
order was given for pensioners to present themselves
in person to the Governor of the Province their num·
ber fell instantly from nine hundred and fifty nine, to
fi ve hundred and ninety three.

The reader should be here cautioned against believ
ing that, because these pensioners belonged to the
Spanish army, the people of Cuba were not affected by
these frauds. As we shall see when we come to study
the Budget, the moneys expended in the pension
bureaus are derived from Cuban taxes.

All these declarations from newspapers, members or
Parliament, Ministers, and even the Monarch, show
that the ulcer is broad and deep, and that the public
power has no means to heal it. To bring about the
punishment of Oteiza, the integrity of a Salamanca
was needed, and we have seen how dearly the latter
paid for his energy.

The extradition of Oteiza was obtained from the
United States and he was severely punished. He was
" rare exception in the midst of the general impunity
that prevails in such cases.
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In the session of the Cortes on the tenth of June,
1887, the Minister of the Colonies, Mr. Balaguer, in
answer to an interpellation made by the Autonomis~

Deputy from Cuba, Mr. Fernandez de Castro said:
" With respect to the proceedings opened in 1877 for

embezzlements committed through fraudulent payments
of employees of the Board of Accounts for the West
Indies, I may say, that all action is held in suspense in
expectation of the establishment of responsibility by
the Supreme Tribunal of Accounts. Other frauds
committed in 1878 are still waiting action by the same
Tribunal."

How is it that these proceedings could lay dormant,
as it were, for periods of nine and ten years. The
organ of the Autonomist Party, El Pai8, which now
supports the government, explained the whole thing in
the following manner in its issue of July 5th of the
same year:

"In the midst of this prevailing plague of dishon
esty, is it possible that public functionaries can commit
these crimes without the aid of accomplices? Cer
tainly not. If they are punished with severity, the
same rigor should be shown toward those who abet and
condone the crimes of the employees."

And unfortunately, to make matters worse, we find
that all, or most, of these functionaries and those who
are directly or indirectly their accomplices belong to
the family of our brethren from the other side of the
ocean; they come from the Mother Country, or carry
on from thence, in connivance with their pro~g6s, this
criminal industry. The immorality then appears to be
an important aid for the enrichment of those who
prey upon the Colony; or, perhaps the corruption is a
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political instrument with which to accomplish the degra
dation of the people and their perpetual domination.

In 1879 a Colonial Reform Commission appointed by
the Cortes declared:

.. But all reforms of the Impost System will be use
less, and will even work contrary to the purposes of the
government, if we do not put a stop to the ruinous
procedures of the public functionaries in other portions
of the community. The immorality of the administra
tion assumes every day more alarming proportions, not
only in extent, but also in the organized character of
the methods and its activity. The honest portions of
the population regard with regret the distrust that all
this entails, not only of the national treasury but of
the national honor."

I could fill volumes with documents referring to this
repugnant matter, but I suppose I may be relieved from
further reaping in this sadly fertile soil. Unless evi
dence be called for that the same maladministration
continues at the present time. In that case we may
follow one of the more recent disclosures to its foun
tain-head. In 1887 a speech delivered by Mr. Fernan
dez de Castro on the 18th of February, before the Au
tonomist Club of Havana, was denounced to the gov
ernment and proceedings were instituted against the
author, though he was a representative in Parliament.
In this speech we find the following paragraph:

.. There is a leak in the Custom Houses. The
revenues of the state which should be employed in the
public services for the public good, seem to disappear
mysteriously among the employees and some of the
newspapers. The public debt is augmented by embez
zlements committed by the very men who should en-
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aeavor to reduce it. They seem to uudertltaud thitl re
duction ill a peculiar way; namely, the reduction of
the public treatlury and of private debts. Here all ac
count.~ are mythical, couscience is a heavy load, COlll-

Imon decency, a troublesome luxury, public office, a
rich vein to be worked to make a fortune in the short
est time possible. There is in other words, ample op
portunity given to carryon with impuuit.r the occupa
tion of highwaymen."

This language is strong, but every woru of it is true.
The author repeated at a later date the same charges
before the Cortes on the 1st of July, 1887, and Generlll
Pando observed that Mr. Fernandez de Castro had 1I0t
gone far enough. The administration, however, seems
to have taken offence at the statement that some of its
employees made free with Jlublic property, aud instituted
proceedings against the offender. Now, precisely tiix
months after the date of the objectionable Iipeech, great
excitement prevailed in Havana because Captain.Gen.
eral Marin took military possession of the Custom
House, removed all the employees, and came in persoll
to investigate the cause of the great falling off in the
revenues. "Guards were placed," says a contemporary
jonrnal, "not only around the Custom House, but also
along the avenues leslling to it, and in all the railroad
stations of the city." A few days later, calls for a pub
lic manifestation were profusely circulated. They
were worded as follows:

•• Honest Spaniards.
Come to the meeting.
Bring flags with inscriptions.
Down with the thieves.
We want Salamauca."
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There were indeed several manifestation~ and tIle
government at Madrid became so much alarmed as to
consider the advisability of calling a spt:cial session of
the Cortes.

I shall -not stop to consider the details of this scan
dalous affair, but shall simply state that there was no
}lllllblunent inflicted, other than the removal from office,
and that it was clearly shown that lIearly all declara
tiolls of dutiable articles were more or less fal&ified.
The result was a rema:kably sudden increase ill the
revenues.

Unfortunately in Cuba these frauds, like Banquo·s
ghost, will never down. The ])iario de la Familia, of
Havana, in its issue of August 16th, 1894, showed con
clusively, that in the year ending June 10th, 1894, an
other branch of the external revenues had been de
frauded of one million dollars. This was easily demon
strated. One million two hundred thousand tons of
sugar had been exported: the export duties, at the
rate of one dollar per ton, should represent a corres
pondillg number of dollars, and yet only four hundred
alld ninety-eight thousand had beel~ ~ollected. A def
j,:it of seven hundred and two thousand is left that
l:<lllllot be accounted for.

"If we add to this sum more than four hundred
thousand dollars that are missiug in the export duties
011 tobacco, we have a deficit of more than one million
dollars this year; and it is very probable that it is no
less ill the previous years. 'Ve lIeed say llothing as to
the import duties, for everyone knows what is going on
there."

In a speech delivered by Mr. EtlWfu'lt Dolz, a. Span.
iard, in the Ateneo de M;uhid eru'ly in 18!J5, we find
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the following paragraph as black as anything written
by Dante:

.. That administration is a national disgrace, it is
corrupt and rotten to the core, it is a cancer demand
ing immediate extirpation, it is unworthy of a civilized
people. Were I not ashamed to draw the veil that
covers that great social ulcer, and were it not that I
am convinced that the existence of the trouble, and
the necessity of finding a remedy were well known, I
would give you such details as would sorely perplex
you; I could make revelations that would rouse your
indignation; I would lay bare everything that makes
up the plot and roots of that great public calamity.
But I must tell you one thing, I must expose at least
one fact that will lead you to form an idea of the con
dition of affairs: In the last twenty.five years, includ
ing the Separatist War, and the period immediately fol
lowing, the frauds in the Custom Houses of' Cuba
amounted to two hundred million dollars; that is a
total almost equivalent to the public debt of the coun
try. An amount, therefore, with which the debt could
be liquidated and the public budget relieved of this in
cubus. The public services could be improved, the
taxes could be reduced, and agriculture and the indus
tl'ies could receive the fostering care of the govern
ment. All these hopes, however, are swept away by
the black hand of immorality and fraud."

In the excellent book entitled Cuba and Ctiban.
which has reached seven editions in a few years, we
find that Mr. Raimundo Cabrera, the author, states:

.. Is it to be wondered, then, if we meet almost at
every turn, scandalous proceedings such as the falsifi
cation of the notes of the public debt commission? I.
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there any reason to be surprised because on one fine
morning we find the bolts and bars of the depot of
stamped papers filed f)'om within, and that a large
quantity of the same has been removed? Who cau
wonder if two different numbers appear at the same
time drawing the capital prize of $200,000 in the Na
tional Lottery? Who can wonder if the Criminal
Courts are crowded every day by criminal proceedings
for similar acts, for the stealing of stamps, and of lot·
tery tickete which should be burnt, for defalcations,
embezzlements and all sorts of inconceivable scandals,
great and small, that are committed in our public of
fices, and which, in the technical jargon of the initio
ated, are ingeniously labled by the names of Chocolates,
manganillas and filtrations f"

I have quoted this paragraph from the edition of
1889 in order that it may be seen that the frauds in the
drawing of the lottery which occurred on the 1st of
February, 1895 (twenty-three days before the begin
ning of the present insurrection) are not the first in the
history of that much troubled revenue.

My task might eud here. In order to justify the
present war for independence it is not necessary to re
mind the reader of the corruption which prevailed dur
ing the first half of this century and which is partially
set forth in a memoir written by Captain General Jos~

de la Concha, and dated December 21st, 1850; nor is
it necessary to expose the frauds that are going on at
the present time in the Antillan Colony in the several
branches of public debt, public estimates, commercial
legislation, elections and education. I shall however,
take up some of these, in special chapters, iIi deference
to the general interest that attaches at the present time

11
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to all matters concerning Cuba. The vindication of
the Cubans who are strnggling to put into effect the
great ideals of Bolivar, will be thus made more com
plete.

That the Spaniards should make great sacrifices to
maintain the Colonial spirit in the remnants of their
great transatlautic empire (though this is not done by
all of them, since we find not a few who have joined the
Cubans); that the Spaniards should unuerstand their
duty in this WRY, is reasonable; either from 1\ sincere,
though e1"l'ing and retrogade patriotism, 01' from a nat
ural desire to perpetrate interests that will crumble
through the Sepal'atist movement. Let us grant that,
but even if we do nut, the period of peaceful discus
sions between the colony and the Mother Country is
past. Any soldier of the Cuban Revolution who might
be reproached as having no justification for the llppeal
to arms might allswer: .. If our cause is not just, then
justice stanus with an administratiun whose lenders, from
the monarch down, have called it corrupt, confessing at
the same time their incapacity to purify it; if onr
ideal deserves abomination, then all respect and revet
euce is due to the high priests of plunder; if we mlltlt
repent and submit, it must Le because our consciences'
were wrong in rebelling against a government, which,
notwithstllnding the good wishes and rectituue uf sOllae
of its leade.os, (ornamental leaders) does not llhow an)'
honesty in its past history, none at the present time,
nor any guarantees for the future.

r- ".",



CHAPTER XII.

THE PUBLIO DEBT.

THE Cuban debt, or, more strictly speaking, the
Spanish debt in Cuba, exceeds one hundred and
seventy million dollars. (See addition at the end of
the chapter.)

L'EcolIomi.t Framcai. published in its issue of the
19th of January last that the debt amounted to nine
hundred and thirty million dollars. Had the publica
tion said pe.eta. instead of dollars it would have been
more nearly right.

In 1890 the Spanish Government did not know what
the amount of this debt was. Mr. Fabie, who was sub
sequently minister of the colonies, so confessed it be
fore the Upper House of Parliament on the 28th of May
of the sallie year. He gave as a reason for this igno.
ranee the emission" of false and illegitimate titles of the
debt which had been included in the general scheme of
conversion." This was about the time when Oteiza
was carrying on the operations which landed him in the
penitentiary.

About the middle of 1892 Mr. Romero Rebledo,
Minister of the Colonies, quoted the amount of the
debt at 1173,262,200. This gives us a ratio per capita
of 1106, basing our calculation on the population of
one million six hundred and thirty-one thousand six
hundred and eighty-seven, as given by the census of
1887. The amortization of the debt and the payment

(185)
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. of interests on the same weigh upon the budget of ex·
penses at the rate, in 1893, of 110,435,183, or at the
ratio of $6.89 for each inhabitant. With the exception
of France, I know of no country in which the public
debt imposes so enormous a sacrifice. In the Argen
tine Republic the ratio is 15.56; in Holland, $5.20; in
Italy, $4.51; in Belgium, 18.68 ; in Great Britian 18.52;
in the Spanish Peninsula, $8.28. In France and in
Cuba 16.89.·

But besides being excessively onerous, the debt is
unjustifiable in itself.

The first entry dates back to 1841. By an agree·
ment signed on the 17th of February, 1884, in Madrid,
Spain recognized a perpetual debt to the United States,
paying five per cent. interest. Spain was not able to
fulfill this agreement, and by a Royal Decree of the 2d
of April, 1841, it was ordered that the Cuban treasury
should pay these interests in the future. The principal
amounts to 1570,000, the interests 128,500. The source
of this debt has nothing whatever to do with improve.
ments for Cuba. It arises from damages suffered by
American citizens during the War of Independence of
Spanish America..

In 1850 the Budget of the Island did not amount to
114,000,000, and was kept within 117,000,000 up to
1865.

"After 1865 the Mexican Expedition, and the occu·
pation and war of San Domingo increased the expenses,

• These ligures. and othen that wl11 be used later on, have been taken from
statistIcs that were complied In Havana In 1891. and revlaed In 111M by Mr.
Manuel Valdes Rodriguez. Tbese I bave rectiOed \!Itb more recent data,
tbe sonrce of whlcb have been the Annualre de I'Xconomle Polltlqlle et de la
StaUsUque, by Maurice Blook; the Statesman', Year Book, and tile American
Almanao.
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and the revenue had to be made double that of 1850.
:But as this was not sufficient the debt was created that
has since weighed upon the Cuban treasury."

This statement is found in pages 29 and 31 of a
pamphlet entitled Ouba Su Pre8upuesto de Ga8to8
(Cuba and its Budget) published in Madrid in 1883 by
Mr. Mariano Cancio Villa-Amil, a Spania~d, who has
been intendent of the Cuban treasury. He did not
meution, however, the expenses of the war against
Peru; but this forgetfulness was remedied by another
Spaniard, an adversary also of the Cuban Separatists
and Autonomists, Mr. Perez Castaneda who spoke as
follows in the Senate on the 24th of June 1891:

"The Cuban debt was born in 1864 by a small
emission of 13,000,000, and amonnts to-day to the
fabulous sum of1173,000,000. • . • ••.• Where are we
to look for the origin of this Cuban debt? In the wars
of San Domingo, Peru and Mexico. And were not
these national questions? If they belong to the whole
nation why should Cuba pay the debt? But still
further, if we understand (and Spain, in her generosity,
would never consent to such a thing) if we understand
that the Cuban debt has been made to weigh exclusively:
upon the Colony as a punishment for the insurr~ction,·

then, why has not the same action been taken toward
the Basque Provinces which have been also in re
bellion? Has the debt incurred on account of the
Carlist War in the Northern Provinces, and the Com
munial insurrection of Carthagena been imposed exclu
sively upon those provinces? It would then be a mat
ter of common justice, and a very wise political measure
to bring about a unification of the national debts."

But Mr. Perez Castaileda also forgot another item of
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the debt; namely, "The advances made to the Peninsu
lar Treasury during the last Carlist Wars," accortling
to El PaiB of Havana, July 8d, 1892.

The loans obtained during the last Cuban War have
been much more expensive than what is customary, be
cause the government, guarding against the possibility
of the emancipation of the island, was not willing to
give the guarantee of the nation.

The debt has continued to increase in spite of the
fact tllat $115,386,804 have been paid between 1878
and the 30th of June, 1891, toward charges for interest
and management of the debt. See El Globo of Madrid,
October 27th, 1891. As the estimates show a yearly
deficit fluctuating between eight and ten millions of
dollars, we may safely estimate that in the four years
endiug in June, 1895, at least thirty millions of dollars
have been added to this burden. The same Mr. Cas
taneda, before quoted, has shown that iu the process of
conversion of a part of the debt in 1890-91 the amount
was actually increased by iSO,282,500 through a blunder
of the Ministel' of the Colonies, Mr. FabitS. This in
cludes twenty million four hundred dollars which were
part of the loan raised to withdraw the depreciated pn·
per of the Spanish bank of Havana. Instead of applying
the amount to the object for which it was raised, it was
diverted as a temporary loan to bridge over a crisis of
the Bank of Spain in Madrid. A similar loan of one
million dollars was subsequently made to the general
Transatlantic Company.

These conversions of the debt are frequently un
fortunate because they are not effected by carefully
studied provisions, but through an authority vested in
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the Minister of the Colonies, and vaguely implied in the
third article of the Law of Public Estimates.

When the Revolution of Yam broke out in 1868 the
debt aritlillg from the campaigns of San Domingo,
Mexico and Peru had not been liquidated. The Budget
of expenses established in 1850 had to be quadrupleu.
In 1874-75 the reveuues amounted to fifty and 1\

quarter millions of dollars and the expenses to forty
and a half millions. "Meanwhile," says Mr. Villa·
Amil, page 82, .. all reproductive services ceased, alllI
for thirty years the island fails to advance one step
toward civilization."

I shall return to this subject when I come to speak of
the Budget. I return now to the debt.

Heavy expenses were occasioned frolD 1861-65 by
the incorporation of Sall Domingo, the invasion 01
Mexico and the war in the Pacific againtlt Peru auu
Chili. If the object of these' en lerpri8es had been ta
foster the development of Cuba, it would have· been
)'easonable to demand that she should bare a propor
tiunate part of the expenses. Such was the case in
Cauada where the debt resulting from the construction
of railroads, canals and other public works in Manitoba
WI\S assumed by the Dominion. But the object of the
Spanish enterprise was to increase the power of the
~pl\uish nation, and the nation as 1\ whole sholllJ
JlllVe borne the burden, Cuba contributing her share of
the debt, and no more; but the whole arnonn~

why? Had our opinion been consulted, the great
llIajority of the Cubans would have expt'essed thei~

l>Jmpathies with the Dominicans, the Mexicans, the
Chilians and Peruvians. The government was wi&e
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enough not to ask our sanction for its arbitrary
action, knowing full well that the saddling of its
expenditures upon the Cubans could not meet with
our approbation. There was therefore no ground of
justification for the creation of the insular debt; it was
to bring no benefits to the Cuban people. These enter
prises had not our sanction; they were undertaken for
glory, for national pride, for the vindication of supposed
national rights, or what you will; they were certainly
national undertakings.

With respect to the debt occasioned by the insurrec
tion of 1868-78 the arguments of Mr. P~rez Castafieda,
above quoted, are unanswerable. It is well that they
have been advanced by a Spaniard, though they had
been suggested long before by many others, both
Spaniards and Cubans. And it is no use replying that
Spain contributed during the insurrection the blood of
her children, because there was a goodly part of the
Spanish population on the island that took up arms
against the insurrection; and if all the Spanish subjects
were not furnished with arms for this purpose it truly
was not becp.use of a charitable impulse to prevent the
shedding of Cuball blood, but simply because the
loyalty of the Cubans could not be trusted. I

If on the other hand we look at the imposition of the
debt upon the Cubans as a measure of chastisement,
then the blow was most unjust, for it fell equally
upon the friends and enemies of the National Govern·
ment.

It is precisely a feeling of resentment against this in
justice, that has led many Spaniards who are domiciled
in the island, and who feal' its independence, to harbor
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certain sentiments that are not compatible with the
sovereignty of Spain.

The Spaniardti are wont to defend this imposition of
the Cuban debt with a very transparent sophistry, to the
effect that Cuba does not carry any portion of the
national debt. We shall hear what Mr. Canovas del
Castillo, .. the Administrator of Spanish Decadence," as
he has been called, has to say upon this subject. He
delivered ])imself in the Senate session of the 22d of
February, 1888, as follows:-

"Justice will lead Mr. Jon'ln to inquire if this
enormous public debt (the national debt) which re
flects our history from the discovery of America to the
present time, and which could not be liquidated in toto
by all the resources of the Peninsula j he shall have to
inquire, I say, whether it is a debt of Cuba that the
Peninsula should pay, or whether it is a national debt.
I believe it should be paid proportionally by the in
habitants of the Antilles and of the Peninsula."

.. Mr. Jorrln must know that a part of this debt pro
ceeds from the Catholic kings and from Charles V, and
Philip II. - There is a very considerable portion (for
the expenditures were heavier then in spite of the fre
quent balancing of accounts) that belongs to the times
of Charles III. and Charles IV. when the protection of
our Americas, and of the Antilles necessitated the
maintenance of fleets that were out of proportion with
our means. Granting that much of this was expended
upon the American continent, and for which we had no
returns, still Mr. Jorrln must acknowledge that the con·
tinent was finally lost both to Cuba and to the Pen.
insula."
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It is very easy to attack this line of argument. I
shall limit myself to two considerations:

1st. The debt of Spain amounts to $1,211,453,629.

The charges for interest and the
management of the debt are es-
timated yearly at. • • . .• 56,752,355

The annual charges of the Cuban
debt amount to 10,435,183

Total. • . •

Population of Spain in Europe. •
" in Cuba.

Total

. $67,187,588

17,545,160
1,631,687

• $19,176,847

Let us say nineteen millions in round numbers, and
observe that I do not include Porto Rico and the
Philippine Islands. The sixty-seven millions of dollars
that are absorbed by both debts annually would cor
refipond to $3.53 per capita, which is very little more
than one-half what is paid now by the Cuban popula
tion ($6.39), and would be but a trifling increase over
what is paid now by the inhabitants of the Peninsula
($323.) Mr. Canovas has been often enough the head
of the Spanish Cabinet, and has had the authority and
the means to consolidate the two debts. If he has not
done so it is simply because he did not wish to do it.
What nonsense then to talk about the Cubans not
feeling the weight of the national debt. Do they
govern in Madrid; is it their fault or his?

My second argument is that Spain has withdrawn
from the island enormous sums of money. If the
Spanish statesmen did not choose to employ them for
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the liquidation of the Peninsular debt, that is none of
our business. The fact remains that the money was
taken from Cuba to Spain, and we do not count the
proceed II of manipulations that are non BanctoB.

In the session of May 9th, 1887, Mr. Jos6 del Perojo
stated in Parliament:

.. We have obtaineu more material produce from our
Colonies than any other nation. In the four centuries
since the discovery of America, the Spanish treasury
has received in the forlD of tithes and fifths more than
Jliue hundred and eighty millions of dollars, of which
one hundred and thirty-seven were contributed by the
hlanu of Cuba."

And I return IIOW to the history of this debt, to
which the insurgents are not willing to submit.

El Relator, of Bogota, in its issue of May 24th, 1890,
states:

"The history of the Cuban debt with its annual
charge of eight and one-half millions of dollars is as
follows:

.. All the expenses of the Dominican, Mexican and
Peruvian campaigns, together with the expenses of the
Spanish American Consulates are charged to the Cuban
treasury. During the last insurrection the treasury
adopted the system of furnishing officers with money
fill' the expense of the troops, and taking their receipts
as vouchern with a view to liquidate the amollnt at
stated periods. But this was Ilever done, and the re
ceipts accumulated in the treasury to the amount of
eighty millions of dollars that constituted an active
element in the Cuban debt. Though the frauo is evi
dent, these documents, apparently to help the pulllie
credit, have been accepted and paid for in currency or ill
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bonds that are quoted at good prices in the market.
These bonds after being paid for the second time, reo
turn to the market to be paid for once more. But this
seems to disturb nobody-it is a custom of the country.
The same treasury is responsible also for the frauds of
the lottery."

It was my intention to have done with the subject of
financial corruption, but it is impossible to approach
any of the avenues leading to the centre of govern·
ment, without encountering the stench of this hospital
of putrid sores.

Mr. M. Figueroa, spoke as follows in the session of
Congress of July 23d, 1886:

"For the benefit of my colleague I shan now ac·
count for a portion of this debt. It represents, in part,
the profits of a few individuals. The gentleman eel'
tliinly does not ignore the fact that criminal proceed.
ings have been instituted against contractors, and that
as a general rule all those who made contracts with the
government, accumulated enormous profits, Bome of
them honestly and others not. I am pleased to observe
signs of assent from General Daban. The truth is, that
the system of privileges could benefit only certain in
dividuals.

" I am not dominated by passion, and shall not throw
the responsibility upon Spain, but rather upon individ.
nal depravity and avarice, as well as upon the reproach
able conduct of some governing officers. We must ad·
mit, however, that during the progress of the war, we
were carried by a whirlwind. Take for instance the
following case, and I state it without fear of contradic.
tion. A train loaded with supplies for the army would
leave Havana and then stop at the station Las MinlL6,
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nine miles from the city. From thence it would return
to Havana with its cargo to start once more on the
same errand, never getting heyond the above named
station. The treasury, however, paid for each trip as
if the supplies had reached their destination. I have
the proofs of this transaction and am ready to submit
them. In this way you see a portion of the Cuban
debt may be accounted for."

Port 8criptum.-The above article was written early
in August, 1895. We have received since then other
data that may be epitomized as follows:

By Royal Decree, on the 27th of September, 1890,
one million seven hundred and fifty thousand Bills of
Credit of '100 each were issued, with l\ normal value,
therefore, of one hundred and seventy-five million dol
lars. These were to be applied, first, to the charges
of the floating debt that resulted from the annual
deficits of the Budget. SecoJld, to the resumption
of specie payment (these two objects have been ac
complished.) Third, to redeem the debt contracted
in 1882, (and this also has been carried ont almost to-

Itally.) li'Qurth, to the conversion of the issue of 1886,
, (this haa not been done), and fifth, charges of issue
and conversion.

In June, 1896, there were in circulation fifty-one mil
lion, six hundred and ninety thousand dollars in Bills
of the issue of 1890. Of the rest, eight hundred
and ten thousand dollal'B had been amortised, and there
were one hundred and twenty-two and a half millions
that were held in readiness for the conversion of the
debt of 1886, as above stated. But in the summer of
1895, the government asked the Cortes for authority to
suspend the conversion and raise funds for carrying on
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the war. The Cuban debt, therefore, amounts now to
nearly three hundred million dollars distributed as fol
lows:

Bills of Credit in circulation in June, 1895,151,690,000
Amount intended for the conversion of

the debt of 1886 aud diverted to war
expenses . . . . . . • . • . 122,500,000

The same debt of 1886, which amounted
in 1892 to • • 113,768,200

Total. • • .1287,958,200
The total will easily exceed three hundred million dol

lars if we take into consideration the existing debt to
the United States, the payments for infractious of com
mercial treaties, the claims for damages to citizens of
the United States. (The Mora claim of the last war
alone amounted to nearly one aud a half millions of
dollars); the surcharge for the failure to pay interests
which I believe to be inevitable, and other accidental
sources that I cannot foresee.

Suppose that things came to no worse a pass (and
this is scarcely possible) we would have, per capita
distribution of the debt at the rate of 1184.00. The
charges for interest and management of the debt
amounted in the Budget of 1895·96 to twelve millions
of dollars on a debt of one hundred and seventy-five
millions. If this is raised to three hundred millions
the annual charges will amount to t\\ CllLy millions,
which is very near the total of the reveuues obtained
ill recent years.

The deluge we may say. Fortunately Gomez and
Maceo, with their sixty thousand men, are building the
ark of salvatiun.



CHAPTER XIII.

NEGROES AND FOREIG:-lERS.

A NEWSP.\PER correspondent of the Gauloi8. of
Paris. quotes Mr. Canovas del Castillo as saying" that
the white race had taken no part ill the Cuban insur
rection."*

Those of us who read the papers that are published
in Cuba and the United States in the interest of the
Spaniards find therein facts that do not conform with
the statements of the Prime Minister. I shall make
some extracts from these, not, howen:!r. before remind
ing the reader that during the last war the same state
lDents were constalltly circulated by the Spalliards with
the view to debase the Cuban cause before the world.
It would be easy to quote numberless official decla
rations and newspaper articles of that date asserting
the insurgents were nothing but bands of negroes and
bandits. But we should rather attempt to contradict,

• The same statement was made by hUn In an Interview publlihed In lh,'
New York Herald. In anothpr pal't of thIs Interview, however, the Prhlll'
Minister com\llalns thllt Spain had been decleved by the Autonomists Who,
be hnplle~, w..re Sel.aratlsts In disguise. Are the AUlonomlsts then till'

Del;lOell T The SI,anlal'ds knew very well f!'OlIl the llel:lllulnl: that the Cultan
war was Dot a race war. In tbe pro\lagatlon of this falsl'hood they hO\ledln
obtaln two (,lIlls. !<'Irst, to throw discredit on the Cuban Revolntlon; this
they luceeeded In doing In some quarters; lIud second, to dl'aw the Cnbans
Into a dl5cll5llloD of the matter that might Ipad to their disparagIng the n('
IP'O and refllslnj( him nls Importance as a factor 10 the Cuban Revolution.
The eolored race naturally would have resented this and the object wonld
have been atL'\lned of creating dissensions In the Cuban army. In this the
SlIIlnlards bave utterly failed because the bond of union of the two races In
the ranks of the patrIots Is more strongly cemented than the Prime MInIster
IuIoWL

(197)
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from Spanish sources, similar statements made in regard
to the present uprising.

General Salcedo, who had recently arrived in Spain,
from Cuba, expressed himself as follows in the PUTvenir
uj Carthagena, December 12th, 1895: .

"It (the war) was an outbreak of an adventurous
spirit of the island with the hope of political aud
economic gains. The younger part of the population
took up arms and whites fought against whites in a
fratricidal strife."

LaB NovedadeB, a Spanish paper published in New
York, which draws much of its information from the
press in the island (under Spanish influences) gives us
the following data:

June 6th, page 8, column 4.-" After the fight at
Dos Rios, where Marti died, fourteen bodies were
found upon. the field, they were all whites and one of
them an American."

June 20th, page 1, column 1. "Santiago de Cuba,
June 12th.-Hundl'eds of Cubans have flocked to the
standard of Gomez in Puerto Principe. The Marquis
of Santa Lucia has taken the field with several deputies

. (of the Provincial Legislature) and young men of good
families."

The same, column 3. "Havana, June 18th.
Colonel Enrique Mola, one of the most prominent men
of Puerto Principe has gone with the revolutionists. Col·
onel Mola is a member of one of the best families of the
Province, and the Cubans attach much importance to
him, as they believe he will have many followers. He
took an active part in the last revolution and was \lhief
of the staff of General Maximo Gomez. Since the last
war he has been in business.
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The same paper, page 2, column 3, copying from
El Orden, of Caibarien, reports that a party of fifty.
three men had left the city of Remedios to join the in
surgents: .. Eight or nine of the party are white
youths of the best families of Remedios; the rest are
field hands, and a few are negroes."

June 27th, page 6, column 3. Copy of a letter from
Manzanillo, dated the llth.- . . . • •. "The most
distinguished of them are surrendering to the au
thorities. Vilalta, Plana, Cabrera and others from
Campechuela and from this city, with several students
of Cienfuegos and Havana. All the men who have sur
rendered are white men." These words are underscored
in Las loved a des, probably to emphasize the fact that
there are no whites among the insurgents. These must
have changed their color in passing from the insurgents'
camp to the city. It is to be presumed that those who
remain out will blacken their faces up to the date when
they may surrender or die.

July 4th, page 6, columns 3 and 4.-The paper copies
here a general order of the Spanish General Luque, ac
cording to which, the commandant of volunteers of the
Camajualli Regiment "who was at the same time
alcalde, and had charge of the depot of arms, had
joined the insurgents with seventeen volunteers."

El Pais, of Havana, in the evening edition of July
1st, mentioned the rumor that four hundred of these
volunteers had deserted the Spanish ranks, but the
paper was able to assert that there had been only
lwenty.seven desertions. It is very probable that the
number was larger, because it is scarcely possible that
tbe Lieutenant Colonel of the Regiment, Mr. Jose

12
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Linero, wonld have committed suicide because of the
desertion of twenty-seven men.

El Pais in its i&iue of June 25th, page 27, column 2,
reproduces an article from El Pueblo of Puerto Prin
cipe in which it is stated that" in that section of the
countt·~-, a number of respectable persons, all worthy c.f
the greatest consideration, have joined the rebels."

To these witnesses we may add the following which
is reproduced by the Star and Herald of Panama,
April 11th, from an American paper:

"Tampa, Florida, May 22d, 1895. The telegraphic
dispatches frOID Nassau (N. P.) to the New York Her
ald asserting that the negroes in Cuba are endeavor
ing to turn the present revolution into a Race war,
have been largely commented upon here.

"The Cubans in general, and La Nueva Era, pub
lillhed in Havana by a colored man, Morua Delgado,
deny this emphatically, aud they assert that the revolu·
tioil is a movement of the whites and blacks against the
Spanish government.

"Colonel Figueredo was questioned to-night on this
subject and said: It is merely a rumor started by tlll~

SpalJish government to discredit the revolution. There
are many negroes in arms, but the whites are undoubt
edly ill the majority.

.. Thllt the rumors are unfounded is proven by
papel'S recel1tly received from Havana, in which it
is repurted that the distinguished lawyer, Mr. Por
tuollllo, of Santiago de Cuba, a white man, has left the
city with thil'ty or forty young men of the best families
of the Province, to join General Guillermo MonclIl]lL,
who is l\ negl'O. There are many wl.ites in Geueral
Moncada's command."
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A great deal was made of the incident of the separa
tion of Mr. Eduardo Yel"O from the ranks of the revo
lution. Mr. Yero is a prominent journalist, and it was
said that he had been rejected by General Moncada
with these words, .. We want no whites here." The
truth has leaked out since, that Mr. Yero was unjust I,'"
suspected by the general of being in touch with the
Autonomist Party. Mr. Yero has since establishell
\'ery clearly the sincerity of his purposes, by taking all
active part in several expeditions to carry arms and
ammunition to Cuba.

.La NUefJa Era in its issue of June 16th states:

.. If there be anyone who, in spite of our arguments
to the contrary, still believes tha,t the war is a race
war, and that the greater number of its partisans, and
the chiefs of the movement, are blacks, we recommellll
to such the reading of the following account of the dis
tribution of the insurgent forces published in La
Lucka from data obtained by one of its correspondents
in the eastern department:

.. 'President and p61iobical leader, Jos~ Marti, wldte
General-in-Chief, Maximo Gomez, white.

'" First dh'ision covering the departments of Cu ba,
Guantanamo and Baracoa :

••• Major General Antonio Maceo, colored. Brigadier
General Jo~ Maceo, colored .. Pedro Perez, white .. Quill
tin Bandera, colored .. Alfonso Goulet, colored.. Felix
Ruen, colored.

.. •Second division, comprising the departments of
Manzunil1o, Bayamo, and Cauto .

... Major General, Bartolom~ Maso, white .. General
Joso Habi, colored.

". General officers; Amador Guerra, white .. Jesus
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RaM, colored,' J nan Vega, colored i Saturniuo Lora,
white.

". Third division, comprising the districts of Holguin,
Mayarl, Tunas, and Guli.imero:
I ".Major General (vacant) j Brigadier General, Fran
cisco Borrero, white.

'" General officers j Jose Miro, white,' Luis de Feria,
white; Angel Guerra, whiu i N. Marrero, white.' "

If we add up we find that there are twelve whites
and nine colored; the chief officers, with the exception
of three, being whites.

The divisions above named, belong to the eastern de
partment. Since the revolution extended to the cen·
tral and western provinces, no one has said that in the
latter sections the chiefs belonged to the colored race,
or even that a great number of the followers are col
ored.

The Cuban organs, Parria and Porvenir, published,
in their issues of the 10th, and 17th, of June, letters
from their correspondents, Mr. Jose Miro and Mr.
Juan Masp6ns Franco, in which letters it is stated that
the district of Holguin had furnished General Ma~o
"four thousand white recruits, all of which had been
Autonomists."

Lastly, the Duke of Tetuan, Spanish Minister of
State, repeated recently in an interview published in
the TempB of Paris some unwarrantable accusations.
El PaiB of Havana, commenting upon this interview
in its issue of November 20th, 1895, affirmed: "The
Duke is mistaken when he states that only negroes and
mulattoes have joined the insurrection. Unfortunately,
the phenomenon hM become a much more complex
one."

_ J
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There are negroes in the Revolution. The Illovetuent
could not successfully justify itself before the world
were the whites to exclude the negroes, when the ollly
practical result of the last campaign of 1868-78 was
the emancipation of the negroes. Cuba is the Mother
Country of the negroes as well as the whites. As the
Porvenir of New York observed in a recent issue: .. If
Ignacio Agramonto (a white leader) was loved aud reo
spected by all during the last war, so was Antonio
Maceo (colored leader)."

An interesting fact in this discussion, is, that the
Spaniards have also organized a negro militia when
they could, and that Eusebio Puello, a colored mau, was
made by them Commanding General of the important
distl'ict of Camaguey during the last war.

The lamented patriot Martf, who was the soul of the
present revolution, would never have undertaken the
task of liberating the island, if to do it he would have
had to sacrifice one race to another. Those of us who
know him well, are aware that his noble soul coulu
harbor no such bastard scheme.

It is true that in recent years there have not been
wanting in Cuba, some who were willing to instigate
the negroes to a racial movement, but these schemes
have been fruitless, the colored race having turued a
deaf ear to the" tempters.

In an interview with 1\lr. Canovas, previously referred
to, it is also asserted that the revolution is the work of
adventurers and foreigners. I know of no war, civil
01' international, or war of independence, in which
foreigners have not taken a part. Modern Greece is
proud of the support so generously given in her
struggle by Byron, and this undertaking is the purest
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glory in the life of the poet. Shall we have to remind
the Spaniards of the death of General Moore in the
CoruBa, and of the victories gained by Wellington on
Spanish soil for Spanish independence? Maximo
G()mez, the Commander-in-Chief of the Cuban forces
is not an adventurer. Though born in San Domingo.
he fought through the ten years' war in Cuba, allli
achieved distinctions for his military sagacity, hi::!
modesty, his discipline and hOllesty. Calumny itself
has not dared to touch his reputation. Laa NovedadeB
(a Spanish paper) has called him an honorable soldier
(June 18th). He was engaged until recently, in thl!
land of his birth, in agricultural pursuits. But he had
tendered his sword to the Cuban people after the peace
of Zanjun, and he has come now to fulfil his pledges.
We know how deeply he loves our country; how much
better than the plunderers of public property that Mr.
Canovas and Mr. Sagasta have not been able to send to
the penitentiary.

No Cuban as far as I know ever called the Count of
Casa·Mor6 an adventurer. He was born in Columbia
in 1816. He came to Cuba a poor but honest and
thrifty man. When he died in 1890 lie left several
millions of dollars. He interested himself in the
development of the island. though he was a supporter
of the absurd system of Spanish Centralization. I be'
lieve no one ever asked the followers of the reactionary
party, the Union Constitutional, if they did not have
in their ranks, among t1le Spaniards, one cnpable 01
guiding them in the place of a foreigner, Mr Mor~,

whom they chose as chief. and whom, I may add, was
during the last years of his life a propagandist of the
plan of annexation to thp. United States.



NEGROES AND FOREIGNERS. 207

When the Cubans have called for outside assistance, it
has been only in the form of military chiefs. They are
at the same time, glad to welcome with open arms
those who come to divide with them the sufferings of
the struggle. In the hour of peril however, they also,
like Marti, know how to give up their lives and can
say with the heroes of Byron,

'0 We have lived too IODg Dot to kDOW how to di.."



CHAPTER XIV.

POPULATION-RACES-D1MIGRATION.

IT is estimated that from nine to ten millions of peo
ple could easily live in Cuba, and yet we have scarcely
over one and a half millions of inhabitants. After four
centuries of possession the Spanish government can
ouly present a population of a little more than one mil
lion whites, and nearly one-half million blacks, or thir
teen inhabitants for each kilometre square. Wel'e it
that the government had not known how to stimulate
the healthy growth of the population, we should call it
incapacity. But the truth is that the state has pur
posely barred the increment of the white population
and favored that of the other races. This we should
call perversity.

Let us look for the proofs of our assertions in the
legislation and the acts of the government.

It virtually prohibited the immigration .not only of
white foreigners, but even of European Spaniards.
The state favore~ the importation of negroes, dragging
out of Africa, for Cuba alone, more than nine hundred
thousand of them. Spain violated its pledges after reo
ceiving from England in 1817, four hundred thousand
pounds to abolish the slave trade. Later on the gov
ernment attempted once more to perpetrate the infa·
mous institutions of slavery by the introduction of the
Chinese.

Up tQ tJw beginning of this century foreigners were
(208)
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positively prohibited from domiciling in the country.
Of this I shall not speak, for the same erroneous prac
tices in colonization prevailed then throughout the
world. But subsequently the human conscience saw
the light, and all Europe changed the system with the
exception of Spain, for whom history seems to shed no
light-this is true at least in American history-Spain
seems to have slumbered in the dark.

Let the reader decide if it were possible for foreign.
ers to settle in Cuba under laws such as these found in
the Royal Order of 1878 :

"Article 1st.-All aliens from friendly nations who
wish to settle or are already domiciled in the island of
Cuba, must give proof that they profess the Roman
Catholic religion j failing in which they shall not be
permitted to settle in the territory•

.. 2d.-Those who can comply with the above named
article wil1swear fealty and vassalage to the Governor.

.. 8d.-At the end of five years, and on condition of
residing on the island perpetually, they shall receive the
privileges of naturalization. • • •

.. 4th.-During the first five years they may be per
mitted to remove whatever property they brought with
them, but if they have accumulated any within the
territory they must pay for it at the rate of ten per
cent. • • •

"18th.-Foreign colonists shall not be permitted duro
ing the first five years to engage in maritime com·
merce; nor shall they own stores, warehouses or ships;
but they may operate in companies that are conducted
by Spaniards. • . •

.. 22d.-It is hereby declared that the customary se
questration of the properties of dead foreigners will
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never be put into effect except in the case of those that
are not domiciled. • . .

"28th.-All foreigners at present residing on the
island who are not domiciled, will leave within a period
of three months under penalty of punishment for dis
obedience."

One can understand that Spain should striv~ to main
tain religious unity in her dominions; but no matter
how devout a Roman Catholic a man may be who im
migrates in search of a fortune, or on account of politi
cal persecution, or to avoid conscriptions, or for hill
health or any other motive, he certainly does not wish
to swear fealty or vassalage to a strange government
on the date of his arrival, nor does he care to renounce

. forever the home of his youth. How can he, in other
words, submit to the humiliating articles above men
tioned?

In 1867, one year before the last revolution, these
laws were still in operation, and I do not know that
they have ever been rescinded. If they have not been
put in force in recent years, it was simply because their
object had been accomplished; namely, to curtail the
immigration of the whites.

With respect to the immigration of the Spaniards,
the obstacles were no less insurmountable. There was
a law to the effect that no Spaniard could leave the
peninsula between the ages of seventeen and twenty
three years without having deposited previously four
hundred dollars to pay for a substitute in the army.
Those not included within these ages were free to go to
foreign countries; but no one, no matter what his age,
could, according to the Royal Decree of the 24th of
December, 1834, ratified in July 1835, pass from the
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Peninsula to the West Indies unless" he present an
official declaration to the subdelegate of police of his
district, showing that he has no intention to abandon
his family, but that he has on the contrary, obtained a
legnl permit from the Sllme, for the voyage. That he
itS not, furthermore, endeavoring to evade Ilny law, or
authority, or military services; nor flttempting to
elude engagements or obligations that he may have
contracted. He must show that his reputation is good,
and that his presence ill not likely to be prejudicial in
the colonies; and finally, that there should be no
rational impediment to his departure." Anyone who
disobeyed these instructions, was to be sent back at the
expense of the skipper who brought him over.

It is for this reason that the Spanish immigrants have
preferred always the Argentine Republic and other
American countries. Though they do not find there
the protection of their own Bureaucracy, they find the
freedom and facilities for labor and thrift that they
lack in the colonies of their distrustful Mother Coun
try. According to the data obtained in 1885 (see P. S.
'.amas, Aper~ Economique et Financier de l' Amerique

'Latine, Paris, 1895, page 19) there were at that time
seventy.thousand Spaniards in the Argentine Republic,
forty-five thousand in Uraguay, twenty-three thousand
in Brazil, one thousand in Chili-a total of one hun
dred and eighteen thousand three hundred in the fout
republics. There is reason to believe that the numbel
would be more than doubled if we were to add the
Spanish immigrants in the other republics.

Let us add to this the degradation of labor in Cuba,
and we shall understand why there was not a greater
inorease in the population during slavery times. Ii
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was lIot to be expected that many white colonists
should be willing to become field laborers together
with gangs of slaves. The same influences were trace
able in the South before the war of secession.

I can show by the following arguments tbat the cli·
mate of Cuba has never had the pernicious influences
ascribed to it ih debarring the white man from agricul
tural pursuits:

lst.-According to the statistics or 1862, the total of
the population engaged in agricultural pursuits in Cuba
was 853,242, divided as follows:

Wbites, 53l per cent.
Freedmen, 12! per cent.
Slaves, 441per cent.
2d.-Out of 793,484 white inhabitants that resided

in Cuba 454,597 were engaged in agricultural pur
suits.

3d.-Of tbese there were 41,661 employed in sugar
plantations, and their number was subsequently in
creased.

4th.-In the District of HolgUIn there were thirteen
sugar plantations worked entirely by white hands of
variou~ nationalities. About two hundred such sugar
estates conducted by white labor alone, existed through
out tbe island.
. 5tb.-Stone cutting in the quarries, and railroad con
struction are labors requiring more muscular tension
and constant effol't than the raising of sugar cane.
Such labors were and are still done without inconven·
ience by European Spaniards, Canary Islanders, North
American Irishmen, and Germans.

6th.-Beside these, we have the construction of
roads, the labor about wharves and baking ovens, and
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loundries and several others that require great vigor.
Many of these require also exposure to the tropical
sun, and yet we find engaged in these pursuits white
men from all the nations of the globe.

7th.-In Porto Rico more than three-quarters of the
white population were engaged in agricultural pur
suits.-

When the progressive spirit of the age made it im
possible to continue the African trade, our masters
turned their eyes to Asia., and they brought to us gangs
of Chinese; from this, however, they had to desist ill
view of the active resistance of the country, the popu
lation having become alarmed by the degraded and
criminal tendencies of the new colonists.

Subsequently, efforts have been made to foster im
migration, but without success, for want of a careful
study of the problems involved. The government still
has a fear of foreigners, on account of international com·
plications that they may give rise to; and with respect
to the European Spaniards, the inducements offered to
them have not been sufficient. The government still
considers at the present time the advisability of import
ing Chinese. With us, it has come to be a proverbial
phrase that the Spaniards have done everything in
America they wished, except to raise Spanish children.
For this reason the Mother Country has been mistrust
ful of too great an increase of the Spanish population

-1I.I:amm thr PrOJlecto de Colonl%actOn A/r1cana en Cllba by Mr. JO'lC de
Frias. 1861. Communication from the" .Iunlll lie lllformncion" or 18G6. I
eould fnrther support my arllnml'nt with l"erl'rellcl' to thl' IHland or San no
mlnRa. but this would carry me aWRy ('min till' main oIlJ{'ct. Corsnlt Ban
Domingo. It, Pa,' and PI'I',ml. by Mr. Hazard: Thl' report or the comml!!
lion sent by the Unlll'd Stales 10 Han llollllnllo In 1871. and La Rep,.,bltca
PomCnac:oma by Mr. J0!6 Ramon Abad. chapter 7.
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ill Cuha. It has been looked Upoll as the clay from
which the future generations of Separatis~ wouhl be
moulded. General Salamanca established agricultural
colonies of Andalusians, but he failed for want of a
definite plan. For one thing the Andalusian is not 1Ill'
best immigrant. He was rejected, together with the
immigrant from South Italy, in the Argentine Re
public. Besides, the General established these colonies
in sections of the country where there were no roads,
nor any access to the ports through which they could
export their surplus.

We find almost every year in the Budget of expeuses
an item to favor immigration; but this is done only for
show, so says the organ of the Autonomists, El Pai., in
its it,;sue of the 6th of June, 1891:

.. To satisfy somebody, one hundred and fifty thou
salld dollars are ascribed to immigration. Year after
year we find even larger amounts destined nominally
for these purposes. But they have never been em
ployed for this object. They are included in the
Budget simply to deceive the credulous and ignorant,
and to transfer the amounts in good time to cover the
deficits that result in other sections of the Budget. It
is not always convenient to inform the nation as to how
much has been really expended in these other sec
tions."

Everything has concurred then to repulse the immi
gration of white laborers: first, the mistrustful spirit
of the laws, and then the lack of roadways and the
absence of public security, the country being infested
with bold l\nd unpunished bandits. Also the high price
,f \he necessaries of life brought about by the enor·
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mous taxation, and finally the conditiolls of the electoral
franchise, which as we shall see in other chapters, gives
the agricultural population scarcely any influence in
the I.egililature. The ferlile soil of Cuba then offers
no attraction to the European colonists.*

It has been always a part of the Machievelic system
of the governing classes in Cuba to maintain what was
called the •• Balance of Power between the Races." It
was always the purpose evidently, without giviug the
black race a preponderating power, to make it still au
element of danger, when the time came for the emanci·
pation of the colony. .. Cuba must be Spanish or she
must be African" was said in 1859 by Mr. Dionisio
Alcala Galiano. The moment has now arrived to raise
this scarecrow, and the Iberians and their allies in both
worlds, raise their voices prophesyi.ng the return to
savage life, as a recompense for the heroism with which
our combatants are sacrificing themselves for the Cuban
people.

-(There Is another procell.' by which Spllln has kept down the white Immigra
tion and the white population In Cuba-a process that Is more cnmlnal than
any that has been mentioned by the author; I refer to the yellow fevpr.
'ibIs question Is of vltallmllOrtance to us l1S Americans; not a.s casnal readelo~
Interested In the history of Cuban grievances; but l1S close neighbors to the
aland who have been so.oely tried oncc and again by thc Cilldclllic outbursts
from that centre. This grIevous ollence of matntalnlng a yellow feYer centre
at onr \'ery doors has eIerted a baneful lunuencil upon white Immlgra
\Ion, not only In Cuba but In the wholc extent of our South Atlantic and Gulf
.\ateA. Since we lucceeded In sfamplng out the dlsea.se aJI an epidemic from
our .hlllel', every epidemic In ollr SOllthem states has been Imported fwm
Cuba. Spain bas Dever taken a Ringle step to attempt at lea.-t the eradica
tion of the disease. The Spanish government In Cuba does not even Include
1& amons the communicable dlsea.~o !l1l11'S leaving Havana In the midst of
the ner recurring summer epidemics or yellow fever, are gl"cn clean bill. of
health by the Spanish autborlUes. And yet we seem to be willing to bolRter
up that pelt bOllse of political and Infectious corruption at our very doors.
NO'I'B BY TUB EDITOR.
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Statistics, however, present the following satisfactory
statement:

YEARS.

1804
1819
1830
1841
1850
1860
1869
1877
1887

WHITES.

234,000
239,830
332,352
418,291
479,490
632,797
797,596
985,325

1,102,689

BLACKS.

198,000
313,208
423,348
689,888
494,262
566,632
602,215
492,249
485,187

The above table shows that the colored population
increased during the existence of the slave trade; and if
we find at times .no evidence of this increase, it is be·
cause the government was not willing to report the
number of negroes at their true figure. In recent years,
however, there has been a gradual decline in the colored
population, with a greater increase in the white.

Those who fear that the independence of Cuba will
bring about massacres like those of the Island of San
Domingo, and that the pearl of the Antilles will be lost
to the' white race, have not taken the tl'Ouble to com
pare the difference of conditions existing in both
islands. In the Dominican Island six hundred and
sixty thousand negroes threw themselves upon a popu
lation of forty thousand whites and completely annihi
lated it. The proportion was of sixteen blacks to one
white. In Cuba the proportion now is of sixty-nine
whites to thirty-one blacks, or rather more than two
whites for one black. .

It is prophesied that racial conflicts will arise as soon
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as the independence of the island is established. No
one will pretend that a country that has existed during
four centuries, under the domination of the most in
capable of the colonizing powers, can reconstruct itself
with perfect symmetry, twenty-four hours after the ter
mination of a gigantic revolution. Yes, it is possible,
that in the first years we may have political commo·
tions; but on the one hand we do not have with us
religious antagonisms, nor have we Indians full of
rancor who dream of the resurrection of their past
power. All the aborigines of the Island of Cuba
pel'ished on the gallows, or by the sword and fire. It
is feared that the blacks will demand their places under
the triumphal arches, and that they will lay claim to the
title of liberators now, that they have conquered in the
bloody fields. And why not? If we are true republi
cans, b'ue democrats, we must grant them equal rights
before the law, and if they have, equally with the
whites, served their country, I see not why we should
object to them, or attempt to degrade them as in the
times of slavery.

Yes, the Cuban fatherland will have its rewards for
the negroes who gave their blood in the hour of need.
Have not the United States given them a place in the
councils of the nation, upon the judicial benches and in
other important public places. Have they not been ap
pointed diplomatic ministers abroad?

No one will be excluded for reason of color from the
public functions, and whereas the Spanish Governmen~

has disdained to raise the intellectual standard of _
negro (and even that of the whites) the republic will
repair this misdeed, will raise public schools every.
where throughout the island, and will furnish gener·

18
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ously the elements of civilization, in order that every·
one may be prepared for the exigencies of social life,
and the successful discharge of the duties of citizen
ship.

If it is maintained by anyone, that the illiterate
masses will pillY dangerously with the right of suffrage,
I shall remind him, that the same thing would have hap
pened under the Spanish domination, because universal
suffrage is already established in the peninsula, and the
clamors of public opinion would soon have forced the
government to establish it in Cuba. Three.quarters of
our Cuban population cannot read nor write and the
same is true of Spain. I fail to see what difference can
exist between the vote of an ignorant negro in Cuba
and the vote of the ignorant Spaniard in the Peninsula.
Even if we concede that the negro might be attracted
sometimes by the delusion of setting up a separate com
munity, we still must admit that similar circumstances
might prevail in the Mother Country because it is well
known that sectional feelings agitate deeply the Span
ish nation, and I am not sure but that the day may

Icome when the several Iberic states will reestablish
themselves as independent states, leaving without
citizens and without colonies the monarchy that has
persilltently misgoverned them from Madrid. The
continuation of Spanish domination in Cuba, brings
with it no advantages. The negroes may be as want
ing in education as you please, though not all of them,
for we know of many who give evidence of a high state
of culture j but I would ullk, are the Peninsular Span
iards domiciled in the bland, a legion of one hundred
and forty thousand sages? And furthermore, the ne
groes will not dominate everything in Cuba, nor will
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th"y pretend to such a thing, for tIle conquest of liberty
has been the w01,k of all; and the llegroes know this
welL Nor have they forgotten that they owe the abo
lition of slavery to the whites, and they are aware
of tho efforts made in behalf of their education; and to
killd16 within them Ii consciousness of the dignity of
lila n.

In r~?Ilrd to the temperament of the negroes of Cuba
I shall Jlot speak for myself, though I might attach

..mme importance to my judgment, certainly mOl'e than
to the jt.dgment of so many Spaniards, who, without
ever bavi,Jg visited the island, and having no reason
to devote a whole life gathering information as to
the condittCellS and the necessities of the island, make
bold to pr0l'hesy for Cuba the fate of Ha)·ti. This is
done without considering the fact, that in all that con
cerns the steol&Iings of the public revellues and other
important elements, Hayti stands to-day much above
Cuba. I shall desist, however, from giving my own
opinion, and shall yield the floor to a son of Cadiz, Mr.
J<'rancisco Augusto Conte, who lived in the colony since
1860 and died there in 1891, seventy years of age, He
was an acute observer, and in 1889, when the negro
question was being made a pretext to assail the
Home Rule Party, expressed himself in the following
terms:

•• The negro is a factor that we must take into ac
count, though he should never be looked upon as a per·
turbing element that should excite fears and apprehen..
sion. His social character, his intimate union with tile
whites in many affairs, the long infancy during which
he has lived Ilubject to the supremacy of the whites;
all these factors give a certain degree of moderation to
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his conduct, depriving him very generally of all ten
dency to violence, to envy, to hatred and desire for re
venge•

•• The negro is calumniated now as he was when, in
order to maintain the institution of slavery, we had to
assert that freedom would turn him over to a life of
vices and rapine. We believed then that he would
give up work, and would desert the fields. Experience,
however, has shown that the prophecy was false, aud
that the negro to-day has raised the standard of pro
duction on the soil far above the level of the days of
slavery." (Revista Cubana, x. 515.)

We bave no fear of the colored race. Above the nee
gro and the white man stands the law. The first steps
of the new organization may stumble here and there;
but I would ask, has the Spanish administration organ
ized anything on the island except a system of plunder
and rapine? There is no peace in Cuba, not evell the
peace of ignominious solitude mentioned by Tacitus.
During the present century we have had a large num·
ber of conspiracies and disturbances of the public or
der. About 1820 we had the so-called Yorkists, the
Anillero. and the Oadeni8taB,. in 1823, the conspiracy of
the .. S0168 de Bolivar;" from 1829 to 1831, the con
spiracy of the Black Eagle; iu 1850 and '51, the two

,~' unsuccessful invasiolls of the island by Narciso Lopez
at Cardenas and Bahia Honda, with the insurrections
of Joaquin AgUero, Isidoro Armenteros, and others in
Puerto PrIncipe, Trinidad and Bayamo; in 1854, the
cOllspiracy of Pinto; and between the two great up·
heavals of 1868 and 1895, we have had several at·
tempts led by G. Benitez, B. Peralta, Guillermo Mon.
rada, the Maceo brothers, Calixto Garcia, LimbaDo
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Sanchez, the brothers Sl'rtorius and others. Agitations
and alarms we have had during the same period in HoI·
guin, Las Tunas, Jinguanl, Bayamo, ManzanilIo, Santi·
ago de Cuba, Guantamano, Mayarl, Baracoa, Purnio,
Cruces, Puerto Escondido, Puerto Padre, Camagliey,
Rodas, Remedios. • • . •

If anyone imagines that the contin uation of the
Spanish power is to save us from the disturbances of
the South American Republics, let him first ascertain
whether the present condition of Cuba be not worse
than that of the Republics on the continent. 'Ve have
in Cuba no rest; we know not to-<1ay what awaits us
on the morrow. Were the present revolution to fail,
we should have another, and still another every ten or
fifteen years, or as soon as a new generation attains the
age of bearing arms. Mexico had to pass through the
same vicissitudes, and is to-day one of the most power
ful nations of the new world. France has finally estab
lished a republic after years of uncertainty and mis
fortune. Were the Spanish domination so attractive;
why is it that the whole continent from Mexico to
Patagonia does not submit to it once more? On the
contrary, we find the children of Spain wandering away
from under the wings of their government to settle in
these countries of the new world, that Spaniards al'e
wont to call restless, unsettled and ungrateful. San
Domingo has twice attempted'reincorporation with the
:\Iother Country, in 1809 and 1861. On the first occa
sion she gave it up, to place herself under the flag of
Columbia. On the second occasion, she repented also,
but it C08t her four years of struggle to throw off the
renewed yoke.

We should not forget in this connection that the
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Cubans enjoy advantages that ~heir sisters of the conti
nellt did not possess. They have been scattered by
misfortune over the world and have learned the appren
ticeship of liberty iri America and in Europe j they
have seen and felt the experience of anarchy and of
public order, in the nations where they have made their
temporary homes.

The history of Spanish domination in Cuba, furnishes
no ground for the belief that Spain will ever cease to
lIe what she has been in the p"st. Men like Florida
Blanca, Aranda and Sonora exist no more; or rather,
for I may not be unjust, broad-millded and wise StatPil
men do exist but, as Pi y Margal and Salmerun, tllf~y

are men who are never in power, or like Mr. Moret
who, though in the government, finds 110 one to sup
port his generous policy-passer solitariul in tecto. If
we are to wait for Spain to coloniz"' the island with
white people, and to prepare her for a republican form
of government, another period of four c.~nturies will go
by, and the same unsatisfactory state of a(fairs will COII

tillue after the sacrifice of ten or twelve generations.
Spain hilS given all she could give in Ameri,,·~ j we can
expect no more from her nature.

Whatever the dangers in store for us mao" be, they
can be no greater than those that surround llJ in the
present colonial system. We have to face rmolulply
the future j we must mllke a beginning without fear,
without vacillations. The Cubans sacrifice themselves
to-day, that their chihlren may not have to go through
the ordeal to-morrow. All revolutions have their draw
bllcks. The oppressed colony that dreads the perihs of
the struggle for emancipation. desf'rvps perpetual bond
age. When a cultured people are willing to confront
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death, it must be that they can bear the burden no
longer; and it is not noble, virile, nor patliotic, nor
magnanimous, to advise such a people to prefer the
present state of abjection, to vague uncertainties and
dangers that perbaps will never materialize.



CHAPTER XV.

INGRATITUDE OF THE CUBANS.

ON the occasion of the ninth anniversary of the
Spanish King, Alfonso XIII., on the 18th of May, the
usual solemn reception was held in the palace at Madrid.
Mr. Montero Rios, president of the committee of the
Senate, read a speech in which he mentioned" that
parricidal hands were lacerating the bosom of the
Fatherland on the other side of the ocean." The Mar
quis de la Vega de Armijo, president of a similar com
mission from the House of Deputies, simply expressed
his hopes of the prompt return of peace in Cuba. Of
the answers made from the throne I shall take a capital
point from the one made to the Senate. The president
of the Cabinet of Ministers must have been the author
of the following words there found:

"Upon Cuba's soil the victory to come will be shorn
of its sweetness because it will be obtained from un
grateful children, to whom Spain has granted all the
liberties that are enjoyed in the most civilized countries:
such as administrative and economic reforms, peace al:ld
lUI the elements of prosperity. In return for all this,
we hear unjustified cries of war."

These charges of ingratitude and parricide date back
from 1810. They have passed, however, sicut Rube.
without leaving a trace in the souls of the children of
Spanish America: simply because the great men who
founded the American Commonwealths owe their great;.

(226)
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ney to having dared to deserve these fictitious charges.
Sooner or later after the triumph of the Separatists
there will be no reason why a treaty of amity and com
merce should not be celebrated between the two peoples
who are now engaged in mortal combat. And we can
look forward to the day when every recurring 24th of
February will be celebrated by the Spanish Ministers in
flaming uniforms, calling npon the president of the Re
public of Cuba to congratulate him on the birthday of
the new nation. They wil1sure1:- wish us all happiness
iu the name of the Mother Country, as is done 110W in
all the other ex-parricidal countries. We need not
thet'efore wince under these accusations. Weare simply
assisting to the representation of a tragedy begun eighty
years ago, and we know that the vehemence and pas
sions of some of the actors in the play will be rectified
in the last act-we know how the play will end.

Still we must protest against these accusations; the
inhabitants of the continent did so at the proper time;
-it is now our turn.

An ex-minister of the colonies, Mr. Moret, has writ
ten for the E.pana Moderna of June last, an article
where he reveals great ignorance of the just causes that
have led to the Cuban Revolution. The pages are
written with the fire of Spanish patriotism, which I re
spect; but one oannot at the same time fail to enter
tain a feeling of compassion for the ingenious sorrow
expressed in these pages. We pity the ignorance which
has led the author to overlook other sorrows that are
more legitimate because they are more real; SOlTOWS

that are deeper because they are of longer standing, and
more ingenuous because they are the sorrows of the
1iotiml.
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No one maintains that the system of government now
existing in Cuba is the same dark despotism established
by Tacon, and which constitutes the history of the
island up to recent years. What we do maintain, is
that without the revolution of 1868, we never should
have gained certain rights that we were entitled to, nor
should we have seen the abolition of slavery. What
we do affirm, is that among the rights granted since
then to the Cuban people there are two wanting, two
without which no ~ople can be considered free; we
lack the right to manage the public interests, and we
lack, above all, the freedom of honest purposes.

Exclusive of the army there are one hundred and
forty thousand natives of the Spanish Peninsula in
Cuba. The Cubans are about one million, four hun,
dred, and their number would be much greater if many
of them (forty thousand in the United States alone) had
not preferred a permanent expatriation rather than su~
mit to colonial arbitrariness. How is it that. notwith
standing these figures, the Spaniards always carry the
day at the polls? How is it that the Spaniards have
the majority in thirty-one of the thirty-seven city coun
cils in the province of Havana? How is it that the
city of Havana with its two hundred thousand inhabi
tants, the capital of the island, the colonial centre of
culture and wealth, and which was until recently the
seventh commercial port of the world,-how is it that
of the thfrty-two aldermen of the city there are only
two or three that are natives of the island? Are all
the Spaniards wealthy, and so poor the Cubans that the
former can honestly defeat the latter through the privi
leges of the poll tax which amounts now to five dol
lars? And how ahout the seven hundred members of
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the National Legislature whose benches are promptly
emptied when Cuban affairs are up for discussion, be·
cause such affairs are too tiresome to listen to? How
about the reglamentary majorities, voting against their
consciences sometimes, those Cuban estimates that are
the master-pieces of Spanish Bureaucracy, and out of
the revenues of which, amounting ~o over twenty-five
millions oC dollars, seven hundred thousand only will
be devoted to public improvements?

Do you call it gratitude to consent to, and appland
8uch things? Do you call it loyalty to gather around a
flag under whose folds peninsular politicians carryon
theil' schemes of plunder, under appointments that are
made through nepotism or other sorts of favoritism, or
perhaps to get rid of the appointees in the Mother
Country; men whose nefarious practices are con
demned by the public power but without hopes of re
pression?

They say that we have a free press; that even Sep
aratist papers were allowed until quite recently; and
that we have the right of aSl;embly and free speech•..
. . . . . , What does it all signify, were it true that
we had such pl"ivileges. It would simply mean that we
had at last been given the right to complain. That
would be something, for up to the period of the last
war even the tears were illegal. But after all, when a
public plunderer like Oteiza and men of that stamp can
officially assault you and call for your money or your
life, does it make much difference if he says: "I do
not object to your crying out, but give me your money."
All the liberties of Cuba then can be gathered in one
phrase: the liberty to complain,' but the foundation, tIle
cause of the complaint exists now us it did before the
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revolution of Yara, and as it existed in the periOll! from
General Tacon to General Lersundi.

An impartial observer would soon find that the liber.
ties and the rights enjoyed in Cuba, are by no m9ans 88

complete as they are pretended to be. In 1882 the
newspapers El Triunfo and La DiBcfUi6n were sus·
pended for the reason that they had published speeches
delivered in the literary and social club, La Caridad
del Oerro. On the 15th of February of tbe same year
the distinguished journalist, Mr. Francis Cepeda was
deported to the Peninsula; in April of 1883, Mr.
Lopez, of the (]ttba Industrial was thrown into prisoll,
and, if I remember rightly, was also deported. We
read in the ReviBta de (Juba for the same month: "AI·
most all the liberal papers of the Capital, as well as of
the provinces, are either processed or subject to be
libeled." El Pai., a moderate paper par excellence, was
suspended toward the end of 1885 for having published
the news that the king, Alfonso XII., was ill; the saD!e
illness that subsequently carried off the monaroh. The
SRme paper has been again the object of numerous
prosecutions; one of them for stating that th'3 son of
the president of the Supreme Court of Havana had no
legal right to fill a certain position. In December of
the same year, the Gaceta Univer.al d, Madrid stated:
"Since General Fajardo has been governing in (Jubn
very few papers have escaped legal proceedings, and
journalists of all shades of opinions are now Buffel ing
sentence, in the prisons of the island." In the sumu'er
of 1890, Mr. Eduardo Yero, editor of El 'l'riunfo,..f
Santiago de Cuba was imprisoned; and the journal E,l
Pueblo of Puerto Principe was processed for no other
crime than the reprinting of articles from Spanisb
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l'8pers. :fu October of the same year the editor of La
Fraternici.Jd was also imprisoned, and Mr. M. A. Bal
maceda of the Oriterio Popular of Remedios was tried
by Court Martial for having made mention in his paper
of the massacre of medical students which occurred in
1871. In 1893 the ReviBta Oubana of Mr. Varona and
the Hola. Literaria. of Mr. Sanguily had one of their
issues suppressed. . .. But why continue? There
would be no end to the list. Had I the space to repro
duce the articles that brought the hand of the govern.
ment upon these journals, it would be found that in all
of them the objectionable features were, either expos
ures of the maladministration, or news such as that of
the illness of the king.

In regard to the claim that the publication of Sepa
ratist organs was permitted, we must state that great
were the efforts made by the government to suppress
them; but it was found that the Penal Code provided
no penalty except in the case of exciting to rebellion;
finally the Cortes were applied to, and a law passed
prohibiting the publication of Separatist journals.

In regard to the right of assembly we know that on
one occasion the Planters' Association received a mes
sage from the Captain·General prohibiting a meeting in
which it was proposed to lay a respectful remonstrance
before the sovereign. The Labor Association can also
testify that it was brullquely forbidden to hold a pro·
jected congress in January, 1892; and the whole island
will testify that in August of 1893 a circular order was
issued by the government, which made it practically im
possible to exercise the right of holding public meet
ings.

I have already stated that a speech of Mr. Fernando
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de Castro, though he was a representative in Parlia·
ment, was libeleu because he had dared to call things
by their right name.

The Reform measures voted by the Cortes in 1895 do
not constitute a Home Rule measure. Home Rule in
the English Colonies signifies that the colonists are free
to manage their own interests j whereas, in Cuba, the
proposed Coullcil, in spite of certain show of decentral
ization, would really maintain the same regime of spoli
ation that has existed in the past. The joke was so
transparent that it had much to do with the rapid
spread of the present insurrection which has been
termed a work of ingratitude.

Ingratitude I
And four-fifths of the fertile soil of the island lie un·

cultivated; and immigration has never been favored ill
good faith, for fear that the children of the immigrants
of to-day, might become the insurgents of the morrow!

And the twelve hundred miles of railway on the island
have been built by private enterprise, without the sup
port of the government!

And our commerce is sacrificed to that of the Penin
sula; and our sugar industry, depressed already by the
low prices, is further charged with numerous imposts,
including export duties and wnrfage, while other coun·
tries, and even Spain herself with respect to her own
manufacturies, protects the industry by means of boun.
ties. So that the sugar industry is impoverished by the
men who ought to enrich it, and the Ilet product of the
crops diminishes year after )'ear !

And our tobacco. acknowledged to be without a
rival, fillds itself evpl'}' year more and more excluded
from the markets of the wmld. Even in Spain the to-
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bacco monopoly ovens the doors to its importation only
half.wny. Our factories are closed, our workmen em
igrate to other countries, and the government, not
withstanuing all this, applies export duties on the ar·
ticle; and when treaties of commerce are made with the
Hepublics of the Plata, for the importation of dried
beef into Cuba, Spain demands, in return for concel>
sions, the lessening of duties, not on our products, but
on the Spanish wines!

And as to public education! It is most woefully
neglected. The school-teachers are not paid. The
Botanical Garden is turned into a wild forest. The
University has no museum, no laboratories, no parapher
nalia for teaching j so that professors have been obliged
to pay for sponges out of their own pockets, and the
Provost has been obliged to pay for stationery, aud
cleaning of his offices. It has come to pass even that
gas has been shut off from the building I

And as to the Cubans themselves. They either live
as outcasts in the land of their birth, mistrusted by the
governing classes for whom neither nature nor society
evokes the charms, the memories, the pleasures, the
tender emotions, nothing, in fact, of what inhel'ently
uelongs to the native soil; or else they wander like a
damned race over distant lands employing their ener
gies in foreign countries where they have received
honors that were never granted them by the nation
that Mr. Moret is pleased to call "Holy Spanish
Mother."

Weare accused of not showing our gratitude for the
gifts made to us by Spain. of her blood, her language,
bel' religious faith and her civilization. We are even
told that we rebel ill order to retrogade to barbarism.
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Are we forsooth descendants of t~e Aboriginal In
dians? Are we affected with atavism? Are we home
sick after the primeval forest?

No. We are descendants of the conquerers, and of
those who came after the conquest. The Spaniards of
to-dayare the descendants of those who stayed at home.
The civilization that our forefathers brought, is there
fOl'e our civilization, which we inherited as part of our
birthright; and far from striving to destroy it, we
have built upon that foundation, as is shown by the
fact that we constructed railroads ill 1837, whereas
Spain did not begin unti11848; as is shown also by the
fact that all the improvements of modern civilization, the
great inventions for the elaboration of sugar, the Bac
terialogical Institutes after the pattern of those of Pa&
tuer, are introduced into the island by Cuban enter
prise.

Nor are we in rebellion against the language; we do
not aspire to speak Caribbean. The American Conti
nent since its emancipation has given the beautiful
language of Castile, the best grammal'ian (Bello), and
the best lexicographer (Cuervo), that the language ever
had, as has been observed by an eminent model'll
writer, Mr, Enrique Pineyro.

Nor can anyone maintain that the revolution has a
religious character. Much would have to be said con
cerning those who have scandalized the Church on that
island; but it is sufficient to relate how Captain-Gen
eral Francisco Lersundi took it into his head to have
the church bells rung whenever he entered a city, and the
Bishop of Havana, Fray Jacinto MartInez who opposed
the pl'oCanation, had to leave his diocese, and wal repulsed
when he attempted once more to return to it. Othermat-
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ters relating to this question might also be touched upon
were I not. detained by a sentiment of respect. If we
are to judge by what has happened in other countries,
it is to be presumed that the cult will be environed by.
greater prestige in free Cuba, than in the present co]
OilY, Then we shall not have the importation of perui
cious examples, and the faithful will not feel hurt
in their patriotic sentiments by the ministers of the
Church, nor shall we have Spanish ministers of the
Gospel calling upon the officers as they leave for the
seat of war to bring back with them dozens of ears of
insurgents. (Historical).

But it is impossible to condense in one article a state
ment of all our grievances. The series I am writing
now has for its main object the presentation of these
grievances j and though I shall never be able to exhaust
this bottomless pit, it will be seen at least whether or
not the Cubans are justified in attempting to break the
)'oke of the government. I am told by many that what
lias been written already presents a suffident justifica.
tion. And yet. what I have written may be looked upon
merely as a prologue j-a few turbid waves breaking
011 the beach whilst the great masses roll in the abyss
below. And after all this, to be called ingrates. To
deserve the gratitude of a people it is not enough to
call for it in rage j-it is indispensable first to deserve
it with mildness.

14



CHAPTER XVI.

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL OBSTRUCTIONS.

SUGAR, MOLASSES, ALCOHOL.

The chief product of Cuba is sugar. The soil and the
,JIimate are adapted to the cultivation of the sugar cane.
Along the margin of the river Cauto cane stalks are found
that measure ten yards in length anu five inches in girth.
Recent crops lIave yielded over one million tons of Bugar,
while in the days of slavery the yield was one half less.
Thus the lie was given to those who prognosticated the
idleness of the freedman and the ruin of our principal
inllustry. These prognostications were made by tllOlle
who are ever willing to raise, for political pOl'poses, the
phantoms of the negro problem. Meanwhile, the negro
is a faithful laborer for the pl'ol'perity of the islancl ;
yesterday as a slave, to-day as a freedman, to-morrow
as a citizen of a free Hepublic. The sinister auguries
were not fulfilled; inlltead of them we have seen the
sugar industry divided in two distinct branches, the ag
,'icultural and the factory proper. The elaborators of
sugar do not now culti vate the cane; they purchase it.
paying for it in money or in sngar Itt the rate of fWIll
one hundred to one hundred 1t0l1 twenty-five pounds for
twenty-five hundred pounds of cane. Mr. J. S. Jorrfll,
president of the Soci, dad l!.'con,;micfI of Havana, writillg
to the president of the Provincial Junta of Agricl1ltl\l"P.
Industry and Cummerce, on tlte 10th of October Hs94,
stated: "Since au)' planters gave up the cultivation of

(238)
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the cane to devote themselves exclusively to the elabo.
ratiun of the juice in splelldid celltral factories, our field
laborers have, to a great extent, abandoned the rais·
i lIg of Illllall live stock, and the cuI tivatiun of corn and
Ill1uunas, to throw all their ellergy toward accommodat·
illg the supply of cane to the iucreasing demands of the
large factories.

The ruin of the sugar industry would bring about
the ruin of the country.

Sillce 1884 this industry has been passing through a
critical period. A specialist Oll this Ilubject, M. B.
Dureau, reports: "In 1880 the white sugar No.3, ad
mitted in the quotations of 1883, alld which has siuce
then been used as a standard of comparisoll, was sold at
the rate of 66.98 fraucs for one hundred kilos. In
1884 it fell to 45.65; to 33.15 in 1887. The price
rose to 42.62 in 1893, to fall in 1894 to the present
price of 27.75, which may be considered disastrous.

It is true that the Spanish government CRllnot be
Illamed for this cl'isis, but it is also true that instead of
providing the means to weather it, the government has
,lone everything to aggravate the crisis.

The cause of thit~ crisis has been the excess of pro
duction stimulated by bounties offered by several gov
ernments. According to the Review of tile Sugar Trade,
the world's output of sugar has reached the enormOUR
amount of eight million one hundred thousand tOllS,
whilst the consumption has been about six million eight
hundred and ten thousand. The production of beet
8ugar, wllich amounted ill 1853 to two hundred thou·
lland tOilS, has exceeded the amount of four million tons
iu 1893:94; whilst the production of cane sugar in the
two years mentioned shows the comparative small in-
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crease of from over one million two hundred thousand
to three million one hundred alld ten thousand. The
latter then has increased during the four decades ill
the proportion of 21, whilst the former shows an in·
crealle of twenty times the earlier production.

Not long ago Cuba stood at the head of the sugar
countries of the world; to-day it stands third or fourth
in spite of its great increase of production. The cane
sugar, it will be seen, represents only one-third of the
output of the world. This is the reason why Cuba has
lost ne-t.llly all the markets for her produce. It may be
said that the only market left to her is that of the
United States. In 1898, only twenty-one thousand
tollS of 8llgar were exported to Spain and twenty-four
thousand in 1894. Meanwhile the United States has
also bee~ active in stimulating the sugar production
within it&.~ territory. The government has not only
paid the li/anufacturers a bonus, but has also expended
many thousands of dollars in experiments for the de
veloprllent of improvements made in Europe in the cul
tivation of the cane and the elaboration of the juice. In
Cuba, the state does not spend money for such purposes.
Some individuals may have done so, but it may be read
ily understood that private efforts of this kind cannot
compete with those of our great neighbor. That na
tion evidently had for its object, to bring about the time
when she shall not have to go abroad for one single
pound of the two million one hundred thousand tons
consumed within its territory, and for which she now: .
pays from one hundred to one hundred and fifteen mil
lions of dollars. In August, 1894, the system of bounties
was suppressed by CongreBB, and in 1895 it was pro.
posed to pay 8 large sum of money to the Louisiana
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planters for investments they had made in anticipation
of the bounties. Without these, it wall impossible for
the southern planters to compete with otller producers.
During the last eight years, the cost of production in
Louisiana has been about five cents per pound, whilllt
the market price of sugar has not exceeded three cents
per pound. Congress finally decided to continue for
one year the present system of bounties, to bridge over
the difficulties temporarily. To gh'e up the bounties,
however, does not necessitate tbe abandoning of the in
dustry. There are two distinct policies leading to the
same end. The Republicans gave sugar a free entry
under the smalll'estrictions of the McKinley Law, but
they compensated the national fnctories with the bounty
of two cents per pound; the Democrats suppress the
bounty, but they impose upon foreign sugars a duty of
40 per cent. ad valorem. The tendency evidently is to
satisfy their own demands with their own produce.

Cuba would not have to wait for this consummation
before she lost the market of the United States. Beet
sugar is already sold in the United States, and as the
cost of production is very small, and as it is protected
by bounties from different governments, it is prepared
to compete with the Cuban sugar. Beet sugar is sold
in fact at 144.80 the ton, a price which is scarcely re
munerative in Cuba, where in 1878 the ton sold at the
price of $86.00. In 1883 the United States imported
twenty-three thousand five hundred and eighteen tons
of beet sugar from Europe; in 1890, three hundred
thousand tons; in 1894 Germany alone offered the
American refiners to supply them in four months with
all the sugar they needed during one year.

Here the Spanish Government oomes upon the scene.
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Anyone would suppose that a nation that is anxious
to produce upon the world the impression that she
treats her colonies as a mother would her children,
should have come.to the help of Cuba in this formidable
struggle. With a free field, that is, within sound
economic principles j in what we mlLY call a natural
competition, without artificial protections, no cOllntry
could compete with Cuba in the cheap production of
sligar. The beet plant could never conquer the sugar
cane; and this is the opinion of experts in the matter.
If the island fiuds herself threatened in this contest i~

is simply because Europe and the United Stutes favor
the industry with their bounties. If the disadvantage
on the part of Cuba consists in these bounties, the
remedy is clearly indicated. The good mother, Spain,
should grant the same protection to Cuba, that she may
hold her own in the struggle with her rivals. I should
state that in Cuba no one has eyer dreamed of obtaining
sU'ch concessions. They have, in fact, been considered
unnecessary. The proximity of the American markets
is such a favoring circumstance, that Cuba should easilr
take the lead over her rivals.

We were saying that Spain should protect the pro·
ducer in Cuba; and as it would be nonsense to take
with one hand what is given with the other, it goes with
out saying, that no imposts should be put upon sugar
that would render nugatory the benefits of the bounties.

The next step should have been to endeavor to open
new markets to Cuban sngars; and as Spain is ill need
of this product, why not commence with the Spani8b
market? Is there anything more natural than that the
nation should consume the articles that are furDislled
within her own territory?
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With these three auxiliaries Cuba could easily defy
all European competition; and the daughter would
proudly rise, full of gratitude toward the mother.

But let us see what the Government has done.
In the first place, bounties are paid; not to colonial

sugars, however, but only to those tbat Rre made in the
old country. And Cuba was very near baving to pay
very dearly for this, for we find in the Revista Mercantil,
of the 18th of January, 1895, published by Messrs. J.
M. Caballos & Co., that the American Government had
issued orders (which were later revoked) that Cuban
sugars should pay the one-tenth of a cent per pound
charged upon sugars coming from countries where
bounties are paid. In other words, they were about to
punish the Cuban producers, for the protection that is
received only by the Andalusian producers.

In the second place, Spain charges heavy consump
tion and freight duties upon Cuban sugars, in order
that they may not compete with the Spanish sugars, the
production of which scarcely reaches fifteen thousand
tons of beet, and about the same of cane sugar. In
1892, the duties mentioned amounted to $8.52 per
hundred kilos; later they were raised to $6.20, as I
shall explain later. When this increase was being
discussed in the Cortes the Diario de Barcelona, of
February 18th, 1892, addressing itself to the Minis
ters of the Colonies, said: .. If the new project of
law passes, the disloyalty of Spain toward Cuba will
be still greater than it has been in the past." With
these charges, twenty-five pounds of sugar valued
in Cnba at fifty-three cents will have to pay upon
renching Barcelona, six cenfR for freight and seventy
cents for duties of entry and consumption, that is
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seventy·six cents, or 148 per cent. The result of this
maternal and proteoting policy of Spain, ever watchful
for the happiness of the colony, may be seen in the
following figures giving the importation of Cuban sugar
in Spain.

YEABS.

1892
1894

TONNAGB.

58,000
24,000

VALUE.

$2,516,864
11,189,712

Thns we have our product, abandoned to itself,
struggling without bounty against its rivals, and 11.1·
most excluded from the Spanish markets. The" Holy
Mother" extends her arms and shows her claws when
the daughter knooks at her doors to seek refuge in her
motherly bosom. But this is not all; there is still an
other duty imposed upon the sugar of the island, the
so called Industrial duty which consists of ten cents
per hundred kilos on white or centrifugal sugar, and
five cents per hundred kilos on dark sugars and molasses.
And still further, an export duty must be paid at the
time of shipment. Add to all this, that nearly all the
imposts of the island weigh directly or indirectly upon
the agricultral products, in the shape of taxes on rural
estates in general, and sugar plantations in particular.
The following case is an interesting one. The ma
chinery for sugar estates, according to the tariff of
1890, was to be nearly free of duty; but the separate
pieces had to pay a high tariff. The exemption there
fore was ridiculous, because the owner could not bring
the machinery already mounted i nor could he import
the whole machinery when he needed some portion to
replaoe a broken piece.

_1



OOJDOROUL AND INDUSTRIAL OBSTRUCTION8. 245

At the beginning of 1895, it was announced that the
Industrial duty would be suppressed, and that the ex
port duty would be reduced by twenty-five per cent.,
but that these would be replaced by a duty on con
sumption upon eatables, drinkables and combustibles j

and furthermore, with the increase of fifteen per cent.
upon import duties. The result would be the" same
dog with a different collar," as our people say.

In regard to molasses and alcohol, I could scarcely
speak more eloquently than the official document of
the 7th of May, 1892, signed by several corporations
of Havana:

"The molasses and residues of the elaboration of
sugar are transformed into excellent alcohol, which is
the onl)' application that can be made of them at the
present time. They represent in Cuba an important
figure as we may say, that they correspond to about
eight bundred thousand tons of sugar. This portion
of our wealth has been subjected for many years in the
markets of Spain to the same duties imposed upon
foreign alcohols. In spite of these unfavorable
measures, the Cuban Aguardientes were forced to go
to theil' only market, the Peninsula j but llOW, even
that market, the only one that the want of foresight
of our legiHlators has left tor the Cuban alcohols, is to
be closed, with the sole object of stimulating the dis
tillation of the residues of the grape. In order to reach
their object, the use of the Cuban Aguardientes for the
preparation of Spanish wines has been prohibited. It
is proposed even to go further than this, though one
would scarcely believe it. It is proposed to put such
impost upon the Cuban alcohols as to exclude them
completely from the Mother Country. This will be a
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severe blow upon the sugar industry in Cuba, amI
upon the collateral industries of the distillation of
alcohols. There will be a loss therefore of about three
hundred thousand tons of molasses."

.. In this way, by the system of unjust protection and
prohibition a considerable source of wealth is com
pletely ruined."

Sad conclusions indeed for Spanish pride, must be
drawn from all that we have written. Though the
present revolution, now so full of strength and hope,
were doomed to failure, still Spanish domination would
he fatally wounded. In default of armed enemies, the
beet plant alone would bring about the independence
of the colony. The Viscount of Campo Grande has
already said in the Academia de Oie'1lcia. Morale. !I
Political of Madrid on the 28th of February 1888, and
has repeated in the Revi.ta Oontemporanea of the 15th
of September 1890, that Spain ought to give up the
island of Cuba. When competition shall have ex
hausted the production of the island, there will be no
revenues for the pilferings of the immoral admini8tra
tion; and when the day arrives when frauds shall be
impossible, what interest cnn an immoral administra
tion have in maintaining the Island of Cuba?

TOBACCO.

The tobacco industry so flourishing in former days,
represented in the \Vestern departments alone by an
invested capital of twellty-five millions of dollars ian
industry that paid sixty thousand dollars daily to in·
nnmrrable workmen, and which fed more than ninety
thousand persons, langui:;hcs now in pitiable decay.
Let us follow the incline plane down which this in-
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dustry gues to its ruin. Read the fullowing table taken
from the report of the Euglil;h Consul of Havana, Mr.
Alexander Gollan:-

Years.

1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894

Exported Cigars.

250,476,000
211,823,000
196,664,000
166,712,000
147,365,000
134,210,000

Value at the rate of
i-!oOO per thousaJld.

$10,019,040
8,473,920
7,866,560
6,668,480
5,894,600
5,368,400

The descending progression with reference to 1889,
is llS follows;-

Years. Cigars. Value.
1890 88,653,000 '1,546,120
1891 58,812,000 2,152,480
1892 83,764,000 3,350,560
1893 103,111,000 4,124,440
1894 116,266,000 4,650,640

895,606,000 (115,824,240

It will be seen- that the three hundred and ninety
five millions of cigars that have not been exported
have caused a loss of $15,824,240 in five years.

The exportation of leaf tobacco in 1893 was 340,134
kilos, and in 1894, 454,412.

The principal cause of the fall of this industry is, as
was well said by the Minister of tIle Crown, Mr. Leon
y Castillo, that Cuba could not be well governed by a
metropolis at the distance of forty.eight hundred miles.
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As the Havana tobacco enjoys universal reputation, it
has been weighted with heavy imposts principally in
the shape of export duties, at the same time that the
whole world is imposing upon it more or less prohib
itive duties. The value of the leaf instead of obtain
ing for it the markets of the world, has stimulated the
general desire to raise rivals against it.

In the session of the Cortes of the 9th of May, 1887.
Mr. Jose del Perojo said: "Given our export duty,
which establishes such marked differences between the
exportation of the tobacco leaf and that of the made
cigars, we can readily see the evil effects of our ruin
ous legislation, in the influence it has had upon the ex
ports of tobacco to the United States. The United
States receive 18,950,000 pounds of leaf tobacco; of
cigars only 988,898. This induBtry i, rapidly increa,i1lg
in the United States, principally on account of our export
duties,. and at the same time we have driven from the
island a large number of workmen who make a living
now in the United States by the manufacture of a
Cuban product. Thus we have not only diminished
the population of Cuba, but.we have at the same time
driven to the United States a measure of wealth and
prosperity that should belong to our Antillian Colony.
This industry was valued in the United States in 1880
at i118,000,000, a great increase over its value in 1870,
when it did not exceed $71,000,000. In 1880 the num·
bel' of workmen was 87,504, and to.day it is supposed
that they exceed 92,000."

These sensible observations were of no use.
Our war of 1868 drove to American shores a large

number of excellent workmen, and the art of the man
ufaot~re of oigars emigrated with them. When peaoe
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returned thiugs might have been brought back to the
state they were in before the war; but the enormous
revenuea extorted from the island, and the arbitrary
imposition upon Cuba of the totality of the debt, which
should be nationul, weighed upon the tobacco industry
as upon all the other manifestations of activity in CuLa.·
The United States were not slow in gathering the
fl'Uits of our frustrated struggle. And why not? The
fuult was not theirs but rather of those who played
into their hands. The customs duties demanded in
the United States for tobacco lear, are not as high as
those imposed upon cigars. The former is needed as
raw material, which is combined with American and
Sumatra tobacco to produce an article to which the
consumer has accustomed himself and which he can
obtain at a lower price. This article is fraudulently
designated as Havana tobacco.

With respect to cigars the question is quite a differ
ent one. One thousand imported Havana cigars pay
$58 duty. Hence the small extent of this importation.
The following table shows the importation into the
United States:

YBARS.

1889
1890
1891
1892
189S

LEA.I' TOBACCO.

15,600
7,100
7,100
7,900
8,900

CIGABB.

t3,600
8,900
8,300
2,800
2,700

The mo~t important measure that should have been
taken by the government in favor of the tobacco in
dustry, as in the case of the sugar industry,lbould
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have been to diminish tbe iuuumerable imposts t1lat
weigh upon thb produce from the field where it is cul
tivated, to the shop where it is manufactured. TLe
revenues obtained by taxation upon this depressed in-

! dustry, have certainly not been emplo,}'ed to construct
railroads, roads and bridges to facilitate the trauspol'
tation of the leaf. Mr. Tesifonte Gallego Gat'cia, a
Spaniard and au important official of the government,
ill his work entitled {}uba por Fuera states:

.. It is believed in Spain that because t.he Vuelta
Abajo District produces the best tobacco iu the world,
it must be auounding in wealth; but the truth it; that
of all the Cuban provinces, in this one we have the
greatest amount of lubor combined with the greatest
poverty."

The District of Las Villas will certainly not agree to
this, nor the once wealthy zone about Triuidad where
innumerable houses are going to ruin, nOl' the Province
of Camagliey. ~r will the Eastel'll Provinces be per
suaded that their condition h~ any better than that of
other districts. The distinguished traveler, Dr. L.
Montalle, related in 1893 to the Socit:dad Econt;mica of
Havana that men were found living in that district,
almost in the primitive state; fl'om which we may con
clude that the districts of Cuba, like the animals of La
fontaine: foUl; eta iell t j1'Qppi'B.

Another mealls of defence would have been to reduce,
or abolish the export duties now paid at the rate of
eighty cents per thousand cigars (olle thousand cigars
weigh from twelve to fourteen poundll). As the im
pOl'tation of the article was rendered mOl'e and more
difficult by foreign customs, the exportation from Cuba
llhouhl have been facilitated. But iu Madrid they
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never think of relieving the troubles of the Colony,
rather they seem to wish to make them worse. Every
one remembers how the manufacturies in Havana were
closed on the 12th of August, 1892, on account of the
industrial tax imposed by Romero Robledo, Minister
of the Colonies, because the increase of the tax made
it impossible to continue the manufacture of cigars on
a business basis. Mr. Bernardo Portuondo was
ashamed to have to confess in the Revisla de Espana,
at the beginning of 1885, that, if SulllC tobacco was ex
ported from the Eastern and Central provinces, it was
only under protection of frauds committed by the ad
ministration itself.

At the same time with the introduction of these
measures the national market should haye been opened
to this commerce. To this it is answered, that to re
nounce eighteen million dollars of the tobacco monop
oly in Spain would amount to reducing the revenues
of the Peninsula about one-eighth; the total revenues
for 1895·96 being 1151,703,444. The Autonomists
have answered this argument with the statement that
Spanish products are admitted almost free of duty in
Cuba; that if they paid duties, as they are paid from
Cuba to the Peninsula, it would be possible to reduce
the taxes on sugar and tobacco. The patriots now in
arms, go a little further, and maintain tllat with the in
dependence of the Island all these difficulties will be
definitely settled.

Another means of salyation might lJaye been found
in the celebration of spccial treaties of commerce, in the
interest of the tobacco industry; but when Spain is
willing, she canuot, aud when she can, she is not will
ing. Though the cOIllIJanJ that hulds the rents of the
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tobacco monopoly in the Peninsula buys annually three
hundred and forty thousand quintals of tobacco in the
United States, the American government has not
favored us in any way, because it endeavors to develop
and not to destroy its own tobacoo industry, and because
that commercial country has fl'equently been irritated
by the conduct of Spain, and her frequent endeavors
to impose heavy duties upon American products. Dur·
ing the existence of the Reciprocity Treaty many of these
American products- were admitted free of duty in Cuba,
with the decided opposition of the Spanish producers,
principally those of Barcelona. By some mistake or
for some other unknown reason, it appears that the in
terpretation of the treaty which obtained in Cuba, has
given rise to claims on the part of the United States,
which amounted, according to some, though it may be
exaggerated, to seven millions of dollars. When the

• Reciprocity Treaty was abrogated, Spain endeavored
once more to established its high protective tariff
against the products of the United States. These
threatened to retaliate, that is, to exclude from Ameri·
can markets the Cuban sugars, and the government at
Madrid was forced to yield. All this involves four
very bitter truths for the Spanish government: First,
that the United States do not have to make concession
to a nation that shows no good will toward them,
either commercially or otherwise. Second, that even
without this argument it would not appear reasonable
that the United States should diminish their imposts
on tobacco, when Spain herself taxes it beyond reason
and prohibits its free importation into the Peninsula.
Third, that in economic affairs Spain cannot do in
Cuba what she wills, except in so far as the United
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States permit it. And fourth, that the independence
of the island offers itself once more, as the only solution
of these conflicts.

The Republics of the Plata have excluded from their
ports the Ha.vana tobacco, in spite of the fact that Cuba
buys from them twenty-four million kilos aunually of
dried beef, at the cost of three million five hundred
thousand dollars. On the other hand, we find that in
1882 the Argentine Republic reported the importation of
one hundred and eleven thousand hectoliters of Spanish
wines, and two hundred thousand in 1893. It is evi-.
dent that when Cuba should be able to mal{e her own
treaties, she will not endeavor to offer wines that she
does not produce, but her own products. The Repub
lics of the Plata then will receive the tobacco from the
island, that we may buy from them their jerked beef.
This product also may be more cheaply furnished by
Colombia and Central America, as they furnished us
not long ago with live cattle. Furthermore, there is
no reason why this same business of drying beef may
not be established on the island. Far from all this,
tll6 efforts of the Spanish government have been directed
toward stimulating the cultivation of tobacco in the
Peninsula. They imagined in Spain that they would
obtain splendid results, that they would remedy the
critical condition of the wine industry, and that they
would enrich the provinces of Almerfa, Jerez, Jaeu,
Sevilla, Cordoba, Granada, Orense, and Pontevedra. A
bill for this purpose was presented in the Cortes. It
failed however, probably because a similar experiment
previously made in the Canary Islands gave such bad
results that, 8S was stated by .El IJia of Madrid: " It
is the rarest thing in the world to find a Canary Islander

15



256 COMMERCIAL AND JNDUSTRIAL OBSTRUCTIONS.

M) patriotic that he is willing to Dmoke his own to
bacco;" aud because tllis innovation would reduce the
revenues of the tobacco monopoly. The compallY hold
ing tile rents of this monopoly, is obliged to buy at
least three million kilos of tobacco in Cuba (and I have
read somewhere that this contract is 1I0t fulfilled). If
the Peninsula WIUJ to produce 8n abundant crop of to
bacco, it is evident that much less of the leaf would be
imported from Cuba. This certainly would not be a
great grievance for our protectillg brethren from the
other side of the water, but the inferiority of tile article
would leave it without sale, or would diminish tho
consumptiun, and nineteen millions of dollars are al·
ways nineteen millions.

COMMERCE.

The idea of establishing a coastwise or interstate
trade between Spain and Cuba might appear as the
manifestation of motherly affection on the part of the
Metropolis. Those, howe\'er, who kllow the economic
condition in Loth countries, and understand the ins ami
outs of this interstate C0I11111erCe, will think differenth·.
Could there be anything more patriotic, high-miJl(];d i

and just, than the admission of Cuban products free of
duty in the Peninsula, and the admission of Spani~h

products into Cuba on the same conditions? Certliinly
not. But let LIS for a moment look into this coastwi.'l6
trade as the SpaniarJs understund it.

The law governing export!> from Cuba to the Penin
sula was passed in June 80th, 1882, and that governing
exports from the Peninsula to Cuba was passed on
July 20th of the same Jear. They both implied a
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gradual reduction of duties with their total abolition at
the end of ten years.

Now come the ifs and the buts.
1st. Tobacco was excluded from the provision of the

law because it was already subject to special laws
governing the E,tanco or tobacco monopoly. Yet we'
know that the tobacco is second only in importance to
the sugar trade.

2d. The colonial products which were at once al
lowed free entry were of minor importance.

3d. The products of major importance were to pay.
hesirles the customs duties, which were to be affected
by the gradual reduction, a special impost called Tran,
itorio and the so called Municipal tax equal to the
Special tax. The amounts to be paid per one hundred
kilos al'e shown in the following table.

Amount
Products. Customs Special 1\1uuicipal calculated
100 Kilos. Duty. Duty. Duty. Total. per ton.

Sugar $2.40 '1.76 11.76' 5.92 '59.20
Coffee 4.00 5.40 5.40 14.80 148.00
Cocoa and I
Ch 1 18 5.00 3.20 8,20 11.40 114.00, oeo a

A guardiente. or sugar calle rum, was to pay for each
one hundreus liters 12.00 customs duty, and 75 cents
Special tax, to which were added subsequently Con
sumption and MUlIicipal taxes amounting altogether in
1892 to $S.JO per hundred liters. An attempt was
malle by Romero Robledo to raise this to '16.40.

4th. 'fhe Spauish products, on the other hand. en·
joyed the gradnal reduction of customs duties without
the additional Special and Municipal taxes.

5th. For Cuban products the reduction of customs
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duties was a figment. For instance, with respeot to the
sugar, we find that the high tariff was maintained on
all sugar transported in foreign bottoms. The sugar
trallsported in Spanish vessels, which was favorably
affected by the reduction, suffered on the other hand, a
Ilurcharge of the Special and Municipal tax from $8.62
to 16.20. The result was that actually Ii ton of sugar
paid '2.80 more after the reduction of customs duties
than it did Lefore.

The great principle, however, was saved. Who
talks of customs duties? No, sir, we bave nothing of
the kind. Our Colonial Provinces have been brought
into our Commercial Sisterhood. We have a coast·wise
trnde. You speak of special and municipal taxes.
Nonsense. They are int.ended only to protect Spani8h
productions, not to damage our" ever faithful" chil
dren. We do not impose special taxes on Spanish prod.
llcts because Cuba does not produce the same articles
that we do, and which would require protection. Cuba
does not produce wheat as Santander does; nor textile
fabrics as Cataluiia does.

What is the result of all this? Spain exported to
Cuba in 1889 merchandise worth thirteen millions ot
dollal'S, and in 1894, twenty.five and a half millions.
Whereas, Cuba exported to the Peninsula more than
eight millions in 1890 and lesB than six millions in 1894.

We are told that Littre was a great vegetarian. His
physician knowing the importance of animal diet for
the great philollOpher, arranged with the cook to playa
trick upon him, and he was served daily with finely
cooked meat balls well covered with fiour. The old
man would eat them smilingly and knowingly, his
bealth alld strength improving at the same time. He
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continued, however, to defend the vegetarian doctrine,
and the principle was saved.

So the Madrid government continues to rob our oom
merce, but the great pl'inciple of free trade with the
Colonies is maintained.

With the same view to protect Spanish products, and
to increase the customs revenues a heavy duty, amount·
ing to actual prohibition in some cases, is imposed upon
all foreign merchandise.

For instance. In order, to stop the manufacture of
soap in Cuba and to force the purchase of the article
in Barcelona, a duty of 86.68 per hundred kilos is im
posed upon American tallow in Cuba; whereas, the
same article pays only 20 cents import duty in the
Peninsula. See Diario de Irs Marina, October, 1891.

The following table shows some of the high protect
ive duties imposed in Cuba against foreign importa
tiolls. The table is taken from the report presented by
a Spaniard, Mr. Laureano Rodriguez, president of the
League of Merchants, Manufacturers and Planters
of Havana, before a conference held in Madrid under
the chairmanship of the Minister of tbe Colonies. See
Gactta d, Madrid, August 1st, 1891. I

CUSTOM HOUSE DUTIES.

Foreign Merchandise
Of Spanish Manut"acture, imported dire c t 1Y
or foreign, imported in- from foreilPl conn-
to Coba through Spain. tries.

Merchandise. Peset8ll (francs.) Peaet8ll (franCII.)
100 kilos of linen fabric,
crash, and others, of ten
threads . . • • • • • 1.27
100 kilos in Spanish
Creas of 16 threads. 8.88
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100 kilos of cotton goods
in damask, and others .
100 kilos of cotton hose,
100 kilos of cotton
stamped goous in per
cales of sixteen threads,
100 kilos of woolen
goods. . • • . • .
100 kilos in bags for su
gar and coffee. • . •
100 kilos in linen hand
kerchiefs of 20 threads,
hemmed. • • • • .

2.95
10.95

2.651

15.47

4.69

16.64

52.50
195.00

47.26

800.00

82.50

812.00

Thus the following anomaly has become legalized:
That merchandise of foreign origin may be imported in
the Peninsula to become there nationalized, and to be
subsequently brought to Cuba, thus benefiting the
Spallish custOIllB in Spain and in Cuba, but not benefiting
the Cuball pnrchaser who has to pay more than he would
if he could import directly from the foreign market.

In the report presented October 2d, 1890, by Mr. R.
Montoro to the ,(,,'ociedad Ec(/n'~mica of Havana, aud
accepted by the latter, we filld tIle following:

"A barrel of 110m purchased ill New York is shipped
to Spain, say to Salltander. From thence it is re
shipped to Cuba and when landed in Havana has paid,
all told, $8.79. The Bame burrel, if sent directly from
New York to Havana, would have to pRy '11.46. It is
good business then to take the longer route,-good
business for the speculator in Spain. It is not good
business for the consumer 110r fCJr the commerce of the
island."
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What are the consequences of such policy? First,
That American flours are not excluded f"om the island.
Second. That the Cuban is not supplied with fresh
flour. Third, That the price of the flour is increased
lIy freight charges and customs charges that benefit the
Mother Country alone. Fourth, No threat or harm to
our fraf~r1lal national flour is averted, for Spain does
lIot produce enough flour for the home consumption.
She has imported as much as twelve million dollars'
worth of flour in one year. Would it then not be Let
ter to allow Cuba to provide herself from the nearest
market by reducing the tariff against foreign products?
Oh, no. In that case the Spanish Custom Houses
would have been deprived of so much income from
foreign flolll"s. It makes no difference that the Cuballs
have to eat bread made of stale flour. Salus hispani
populi suprema l,.x cubana esto. The only salvation of
Cuba has been the attitude of the United States. This
goverument has put some check on the unbridled cu
pidity of the Spanish administration by repeated threats
of retaliatory measures against Cuban sugars. We can
thank the Americans if we do get fresh flours once in
1\ while.

The above-mentioned Mr. Rodriguez presented in the
conference referred to, a letter from a ~panish mer·
chant to certain commercial houses in Havana. The
letter is as follows:

.. DEAR SIRS :-1 take the liberty to present for Jour
consideration a transaction that will be of mutual bene
fit if the matter is kept stl'ictly secret and you are well
I "('pared to undertake it. Trusting to your discretion,
J ~hall explain my idea. If you will receive merchan
dise from England by the steamers of the lines Serra,
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Flecha, Bandera Espafiola., etc., etc., I can arrange mat
ters so that the English merchandise which yon receive
shall appear, upon arrival in that port, as Spanish mer
chandise shipped from here. You will thus economize
the differential duties of the tariff between home and
foreign products. If you are disposed to cooperate
with me in this business, we shall decide upon a basis
of an equable distribution of the gains. Please answer
by return mail if you are prepared to take part in this
transaction in order to forward to you the necessary in
structions, and to advise you of the banking houses in
this port where it will be necessary for you to deposit
some funds."

El Economi3ta, of Havana, publishes in October,
1894, the following fact, which appears almost incred·
ible:

"During last Angust one thousand, nine hundred
and seventy-seven bags of Spanish beans were imported
from the peninsula. No one will believe that these
beans had been cultivated on Spanish soil, for we find
that during the same month forty-three hundred and
nine bags of the same were exported from Vera Cruz
to Spain. If these things can happen at the end of the
nineteenth century, what titles of justification has the I

Spanish Colonial Regime? "
On the 20th of the same month of August, 1894, the

Boletzn Oomercial, of Havana, reproduced the following
from a Barcelona paper:

"We have received several consignments (1175 bags)
of Spanish beans from Santander, grown in Mexico.
They sell four or five pesetas cheaper than the national
product, though we all know that Spain is the land of
the Spanish bean."
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.c this rate we may imagine that the day is not far
off, when even drinking water may be found to be
cheaper imported, than when taken from Spanish
rivers.

It is not my object to laugh at the agricultural, in·
dustrial and commercial decadence of Spain, which
dates from fllr back to the days when she drove the
most civilized portion of her population from her shores,
during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. If at thq
time of the emancipation from her power, of the Amer
ican continent, Spain had hastened to reestablish the
commercial relations with those republics where her
products were well known and appreciated, she might
have preserved permanently, markets that she is to.day
struggling to reconquer. But if it is true that I do not
delight in the misfortune of any people, not even the
Spanish people, much less can I delight in the misfol'
tune of Cuba. I cannot applaud the attempt to cor
rect the economic mistakes of present and past Spanish
statesmen, by the destruction of the producing power
of the land where I was born. Would to God that
Spain had ever enjoyed prosperity! Perhaps then she
would not have drained the resources of Cuba to such
an extent.

One thing that is not generally known in the South
American Republics is that Spain was the cause of the
American treaty of reoiprocity, by virtue of which sev
eral articles from these countries, such as coffee and
hides, were excluded from the United States. The
McKinley bill was being discussed by Congress at
Washington, and there was no reciprocity provision at
tached to it, when the Spauish Government ordered an
increase of twenty per cent. ill her Cuban tariff, and
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this surcharge, togctller with oth('r8 established about
the same time, urought abnut an illcrease of nearly
fifty per cent. in the customs duties. Mr. Blaine,
alarmed at 8uch action which practically exclnded the
Cuban markflt from t1le American commerce, started an
active campaign in hil:! speeches, and in his letters to
Mr. Fry, which resulted in the addition to the McKin
ley bilL of the Aldridge Reciprocity clause. In this
clause, a prohibitive duty was established upon sugars,
molasses, coffee, tea and hides from nations charging
certain customs duties to American products.

If we take into account the exemption from duty in
Cuba of Spanish products, and foreign prod ncts that
come through Spain, if we add to this the reduction
which wal:! imperatively demanded and obtained by the
American Government, and furthermore, if we take
into consideration the system of robbery that prevails
in Cuba, it is not surpril:!ing that the customs revenues
fell considerably. Hence the necessity of imposing
new taxes upon the elaboration and export of Cuban
products, as we have seen in previous chapters.

Is there 110 reason then to demand the independence
of the island? No matter how poorly my compatriots
may manage their affairs after they are free, I believe
that their system can never be as absll\'d li6 the one,
the principal features of which I have just pointed out.
It is not necessary to know much in order to govern
with a little more sense. The Chamber of Commerce
of Havana, composed of Spanish merchants, manufac
turers and shiprights stated in a memoir dated the 5th
of September, 1890:

" .... The tariff reforms established uy the law CI(

1882 benefit the product8 of the Metropolitan Provinces
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ooly, whilst the products of this island, such as sugar,
tobacco, aguardiente, etc., are subject, upon importa
tion in the Peninsula, to special taxes and other impostll
that re1111e1' the reciprocity proposed by the law entirely
illusory ....

.. On the other hand the exemption from duty estab
lished by this law hall not caused the slightest faU in
the price of the articles imported from the Peninsula
for our markets; .... either because the surplus of
the Spanish production, after satisfying the necessities
of the home market, is \"ery small or none at all; or
rat her, because, controlling the monopoly of these
lllarket.'4, the Spanish exporters endeavor to obtain from
them the greatest advantnges possible .... so that
the Cuban taxpayer, who iH always obliged to make up
the deficit causetl in the reveuues by the concessions
made to importations from the Mother Country, does
not receive even the natural IJenefit of the reduction
of prices which should foUow tIle concessions made."

One might suppose that the gentlemen who thus ex
press themselves were Cubans! These complaints will
Rccount for the fact that many rich Spaniards, under
the leadership of Count Casa-More, were inclined to
ask for annexation to the United States. It explains
also why they have not shown, during the present revo
lution, that wild frenzy against the Cubans with which
they scandalized the whole world dUl'ing the last revo
lution. And we understand finally why it is that many
of the Spanish volunteers have deserted with their arms
to the insurgents, as happened recently at Camajuanf.

The synthesis of the commercial legislation in Cuba
is found in the following lines delivered by Mr. Emilio
Terry in the Ateneo de Madrid on the 27th of January,
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1895, one month before the beginning of the present;
revolution.

"The commercial relations of the Antilles at the
present time may be described as follows: Freedom for
the products of the old country, which closes its markets
against us; restriction against the products of the
United States who consume the greater portion of our
products; and an almost absolute prohibition for the
products of other countries."

I shall add to all this that foreign houses are willing
to concede as much as six months' credit to the Cuban
merchants, whereas the transactions with the Peninsula
are made on a cash basis, or at the most, at sixty days'
sight.

I shall not conclude this chapter without presenting
some data concerning the export commerce of Cuba.
As we have no well organized statistical bureaus in tha
Island, It is difficult to obtain tables of this kind. It is
almost alwa)'s necessary to obtain them from private
individuals, or from consular reports. The following
data have been supplied by Mr. Pedro Lopez Trigo.

OUBAN EXPORTS DURING 1890.

Countries. Values.
United States, $58,557,641
Spanish Peninsula. 8,121,814
British America, 995,890
France, 788,851
Germany, 657,068
England, 894,616
Porto Rico, 261J,191
Columbia, 258,008
Mexico, 211,902
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Uruguay,
Canary Islands,
Hayti,
Venezuela.
Costa Rica,
DB1lish America,
Ban Domingo,
Holland,
Dutch Colonies,
~alearic Islands
'?hilippine Islands.

159~522

91,778
83,274
82,768
27,497
21,791
17,809
11,119
10,157

8,472
290

.226

.129

.47

.47

.39

.81

.25
.16
.15
.05

Total, '70,608,953 100.00

The exportation to Columbia was higher than in
1887 when it amounted to $129,076, and less than in
1888 when it reached the sum of $279,982.

The monthly circulation of values in Havana accord
ing to official data amounted to from one and a half to
two millions of dollars.

Siuce 1890 the exports have increased considerably.
fn 1891 they amounted to $89,862,514. In spite of

I,his the situation of the producers has not improved.
Ticcording to the statement of the Spanish paper, ])airio
de la Marina. The importation amounted to '56,265,
815; aud the difference of '33,59i,199 represents the
enormous amount of gold, with which the debt is paid
to foreign countries; and other things that I shall
mention in the chapter on currency and banks. This
explanation is not original with me. It will be found
in the issue of the same ])airio de la Marina of the 9th
of December, 1898. The ])iario is the organ of the
Spanish Reformillt Party.



CHAPTER XVII.

THE JUDICIARY.

I BELIEVE Cuba to be the only country in the world
where the administration of justice, is a source of
revenue to the State. I take at random two annual
budgets of recent years, and find in one of them that
the expenses for the year in this department, amounted
to $402,256, wllile the revenues from the sale of stamped
paper, amI from fines cullected, reached the amount of
1479,150. Another year, gives an expenditure of
1475,000 and an income of $750,000. The result of
this speculation, is a net profit of 17,000 for the first,
and $275,000 for the second year. As a consequence
of this, we find lwme very strange things reported in
Mr. Cabrera's book, .. Cuba and the Cubans."

It is known, for instance, that the clerks of the
COUl'ts have been obliged to render their services
gratis in criminal cases, and have even paid out of
their pockets for assistants, clerks and room rent. The
municipal judges are obliged, also gratis, to give pre
liminary hearings in criminal cases, and to take charge,
without pay, of the Civil Register. The only emolu
ments they are entitled to, are derived from the very
meager tariff of the Criminal Courts. Notwithstalld
ing all this, these positions are sought after, and they
al'e given as prizes to the friends of the Government.
because they offer chances for making big steals that
can only be exceeded by Ilia shameCulue88 of the pro

(268)



THE JUDICIARY. 269

ceeding~. Mr. Cabrera mentions the case of an
ignorant storekeeper, who left Iii::; taveru to sit on the
judge's Leuch, securing a much better profit there than
he did Lchind the counter. lIe mentions also the case
of fin escaped convict, who was fOI" mallY years a notary
puhlic and clerk of a court. The appoilltments to the
J udiciar)' department are made ill the ~lilJistry of the
Colonies: the presidents of the courts, the judges, tIle
magistrates, the district attorneys, the solicitors, the
proctors and the clerks of the courts: \lot one of these
appointments is made in Cuba, except the porter and the
constables; and even these must be retired soldiers.

To form an idea of what the administratiou of justice
is in that country, it is only necessary to mention the
fact disclosed by El Oorreo of Matanzas near the end of
October, 1893. A man named Patricio Criollo, suffered
twenty years' imprisonment in that city. He had beeu
sentenced to death in 1872, and the sentence had beeu
commuted to ten years' imprisonment. But the proper
authorities forgot to notify him of the action of the
court, and he remained ten years over his time await
ing sentence. Does not this read like a story of the
Bastile, or the dungeons of the middle ages?

The Judicial power is deprived of all independence'
To prove this, I have only to look into the mauuer of
appointmeuts of the municipal judges. According to
the law, the presidents of the Superior Courts, should
make the appointment from three names submitted by
the jndges of the lower courts. In practice, however,
things are done differently. The Captain-General
takes it upon himself to iudicate what names should
be placed upon the list, and the judges accept his in
dications. If they even attempt to show their inde-
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pendence by submitting a list of their own, it is simply
returned to them, with the statement that it is not
satisfactory. Now, as the Captain.General ill usually
under the influence of the Spanish or Reactionary
Party, it comes to pass that the lists are really made
up by the Central Committee of that party; they are
approved by the Captain-General, and then take their
normal course. What I have just related, does not refer
to the last century, but to the present time, as may be
seen in El Pail of March 29th and June 12th of 1890.

It was also in this same year, that a criminal court
ordered a certain prisoner to be released from prison.
The Governor immediately punished the three judges
by transferring one of them to another office, retiring
the second one and deposing the third.

Article 80 of the Constitution states: .. Magis.
trates and judges are immovable, Rnd they shall not be
deposed, retired, or transferred except in the CRses and
in the form prescribed by the law." But, I\S the govern
ment in the Colonial possessions is authorized .. to
apply ",ifh ,ueh modifieationa aa it may deem advi,able,
the provisions enacted for the organization of the ad·

! ministration of justice in the Peninsula," the govern
ment has, under the said rule, authorized the presidents
of courts, to suspend the judges of the lower courts at
the reqnest of the Captain-General.

With respect to the transferring of judges, the
organic law of the department, for the Peninsula, re
quires that said change shall never be made to a bench
of higher or lower category and emoluments than the
one vacated. In the West Indies, however, the gov
ernment sets this aside and does in this matter what it
pleases.
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Article 237 provides, that in the Peninsula the
removal to another district shall be made after con
sulting the Council of State, and by the decree of the
Cabinet, countersigned by the Minister of Justice. In
the Colonies the matter is disposed of ab irafo, without
even giving the interested party a hearing. We oan
relate in this connection some interesting occlll'rences
such as the following: El Triunfo of Santiago de Cuba,
edited by the fearless writer Mr. Edward Yero, related
on tIle 16th of June, 1892, that Mr. Louis Gaston,
judge of the southern district of that circuit, had made
up his mind to put a stop to the gambling that was
scandalizing the community. This action did not
pleas.e our moralizers. A short time afterward instruc
tions were received by telegraph, granting the request
of interchange of places between Judge Gaston and
the judge of Villuenda. Great was the surprise of Mr.
Gaston who had not requested an exchange nor any
thing else. Moliere could not have invented a more
interesting case of exchange malgre lui.

The Code of Justice assimilates the Antillian
Colonies with the possessions in Africa and in the
Southern Pacific, in that certain common crimes, to
gether with sedition, rebellion, and political crimes,
come always under the jurisdiction of the military, in
stead of the civil courts. This shows the most dis
graceful discrimination in favor of the Peninsula,
where all such case~ must be tried by ordinary
tribunals unless there be a state of siege.

But this is not all. The governor of the central re
gion, 1\11'. Juan Ales, Marquis of Altagracia, in the
summer of 1892 gave out an edict, such as no olle
would dare to publish in a civilized community at the

16
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present time, and for which 1Ie certainly could filllluo
authority in the above mentioned code. The edict
said in part :-

"Article III. The persons accused of theft 01' mur
der will be surrendered to the military tribunals."

In December, 1891, there was a strike of 10llgsllOre
men ill Cienfuegos, and the Civil Governor of Santa
Clara, Mr. Carvajal, could not thiuk of a oetter meaSllre
than to deport them all to the INle of Pines. Wheu the
governor's wrath calmed down, for it should be known
that temper is an intel'preter of laws in Cuba, when his
wrath smoothed down, the same governor suggested to
the Captain-General, who had in the meantime approved
of the measure, that only foul' of t1le men should be
so treated. The Pellal Code declares positively, that
deportations cannot be onlered except through Courts
of Justice, and only after COli viction of a crime.
Strikes, however, are not iucluded among crimes in any
Code.

A simple enumeration of the defects of legislation
would fill a book. Why mention, for instance, the un
limited privilege granted to reject judges in cases of
civil suits ?-a privilege, greatly apused by parties in
bad faith, who will establish themselves permanently
in houses for which they refuse to pay rent, l'ejecting at
the same time all judges before whom the suits are
brought.

With absurd and tyrannical. laws ; with faculty to
interpret t1lem arbitrarily, or suppress them ~t will;
with badly paid judges who are subject to the will of tl.e
Soldier Dictator who rules in Cuba, with all lH1Ch thillgs
in existence, no one will be surprised to heur that jUll
tice does not exist in Cuba. We have seen already
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how when Geutlral Marin took military possession of
the Custom House, everybody escaped punishment. The
weight of great influences, was more powerful than his
detel'miJolation to punish the guilty.

The Spanish writer, residing in Panama, to whom I
have already referred, endeavoring to refute what I have
said concerning the administrative corruption, writes al'
Collows:

'" What does Mr. Mcrch:i.ll prove by the authorities
'juoted, and m&ny others that he might find in the
Acts of the Cortes? Does he prove anything, exceIJt
that the government, and its prominent supporters
have endeavored to remedy an evil for which they are
in no way responsible. If Mr. Merclliin has proven
~nytlJing by his elaborate argument, he has certainly
,hown the rights, privileges and liberties that are en·
;oyed in the Spanish Provinces, to protest against abuses
ilommitted by bad governing officers, to ask for their
removal, and to apply the condign punishment. We
Qave the example of Oteiza, whose extradition was ob·
tained frOID the United States and the man was brought
to the convict's chain.

.. The pleasant memories of the days of Tacun(! !!!),
and the more recent times of the much lamented Sala
manca, and many others that might be mentioned, will
bear witness that not everything is corruption, amI
that if there have been immoral governors, as there are
3uch in all countries, there have also been men, who,
full of noble and righteous zeal, hRye deserved the cou
fidence placed in them by the nation, and have fulfilled
their duty to promote the happiness and prosperity of
the Provinces." •

Laa Nevedades of New York, evidently enjoyed tha
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l'eproduction of these specious paragraphs and de·
clared:

"These quotations from Spanish authorities, if they
prove anything, is precisely the opposite of what Mr.

'Merchan thought he was proving."
I As far as I myself am concerned, my quotations prove
my impartiality, and that I do preserve the" coolness
of judgment" that Las Nevedade, accuses me later of
losing, and that I am not guided by the stupid maxim,
that no credit whatever should be granted to the enemy.
Whatever good Spain has done, I shall be the last one
to deny, because it is not necessary to appeal to injus
tice in the defence of a just cause, and because it is
very evident that the little good done, is swept away by
the avalanche of evil,

I have affirmed three facts: First, that there is ill
Cuba, and that there always has been, the most pro'
found immorality.

2d. That Bome governors, certainly a small minority,
have endeavored to punish and remove it.

3d. That they have not been able to accompli.h their
object.

Of what use would it have been for me to maintain
that all the authorities in Cuba and Spain were thieves ?
I am not blinded by patriotism. It would be out of
place, however, for me to write here an eulogy of the
Spaniards who may have deserved one. I did not take
up the pen with that object, hut rather to expose as far
as tilDe and space would permit, the intolerable charac
ter of the Spanish administration in Cuba. I may say
in passing, that if all the Ministers of the Colonies, and
all the Captains-General had been honest and benevo
lent men, as we have had a few (rara ave.), the island
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would not be in arms to-day. The country would have
been governed with that justice that tempers evil laws,
and the system of public plunder and spoliation would·
never have been established.

What really happens in Cuba is that a clean adminis
tration is not possible under the Spanish regime. The
authorities that have endeavored to establish such ad
ministration, have either confessed their inability to do
so, or have succumbed in their efforts. Others have
fallen into the beaten track, and others have launched
themselves into the Sea of Corruption like a vessel
under full steam and with all sails set.

I shall DOW take up my assertions in detail.

1ST. THE EVIL SYSTEM.

That the Madrid Government is responsible for what
happens in Cuba, I shall prove with the arguments ad
vanced by Mr. Edward Dolz, a very respectable wit
ness who is not a Separatist, nor even a Home Ruler.
On the 19th of January, 1895 (too late!) in a brilliant
speech of great eloquence delivered at the Ateneo of
Madrid, Mr. Dolz explained how it was impossible to
extirpate the existing speculations, maintained within
my country by the Government.

"The immorality of the Spanish administration in
Cuba has various points of origin: the first of all is the
prevailing system. Public officers are appointed with·
out regard to aptitude, capacity for work, or honesty.
They have no stability ill office, and no responsibility.
Through favor and influence they are sent to distant
lands, where they run the risk of death from disease.
To reach them, they must abandon home, family and
private interests. Cases are on record where the ap·
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pointee has come to Cuba on the same vessel with an
Ol'der for his removal. Every transatlantic steamer
.that arrives there, recalls the sword of Dallloces to
some, or brings their doom to others. The great army
of employees live thus, between the uncertainties of to·
day and the privations of to-morrow. These men are
beset at the same time, by the temptations of hrihery
and the many alluring profits that promise to hasten
the gathering of the crops. These men reside, and dis
charge their functions, in unfamiliar places where they
constitute a floating population. and where it IllRy not
be to their interest to show themselves too honest. No
wonder that they are easily persuaded to change their
mornl standards, until they return to their homes and
families. And finally, though we may be ashamed to
tell it, the fact is, that those whom we see leaving the
island, loaded with plunder aud stigmatized by public
condemnation, very frequently give us the spectacle of
returning before long, to some more lucrative posi
tion."

20. CONFESSIONS OF IMPOTENCE.

In the session of the Spanish Senate of May Sd,
1890, Mr. Vasquez Queipo said:

.. Perhaps the measure adopted, had its origin in some
private remarks of my own, concerning a certain frand
in Cuba, involving about five million of dollars, which
occurred eight years ago, and which we seem to have
forgotten, though I raised my voice several times i~

Congress, to demallll an explanation from Mr. Balaguer,
then Minister of the Colonies. I told him at the time
that some poor clel'k might possibly be found guilty,
butno one else. Subsequently, I myself, seatedaajudge,
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had to pass sentence in the case. EverybodJ' was proven
innocent, except a poor clerk with a salary of $500 a
year."

In the session of June 3d, of the same year, one of
the Ministers of the Colonies, was asked if he had read
the report of a Commission" on the evils of the ad·
ministration in Cuba and their remedy." The Ministet
replied:

.. I have read the report. The signers of it complain that
bribery and all sorts of immorality, prevail among the em
ployees, but they do not know how to correct the evil. They
state further, that it ia not alwQYs pOBBible to make pub
lic the namea, in order that the guilty ahall be punished,
and they suggest as a remedy, what all of us have
thought of; namely, some guarantee of tenure of office,
and the selection of good and tried men. The report
does 1I0t pr~[:ose any other measure. Though it was
written by men of ability, still it gives no practical
solution of the problem."

A distinguished writer, Mr. Manuel Villanova,
writing in the Revista Oubana, X, 85. relates that Mr.
P. Savall, l\ district attorney for the district of Havana,
nIH] much esteemed by the Spaniards for his aversion
toward the Cubans, was called to the Captain-General '8

palace July. 1886, and was there told by General
Calleja that there was 110 use in llis trying to reform the
public administration, for even if the courts succeeded
in proving some men guilty, their punishment would
certainly be prevented by powerful influences. As Mr.
Savall related this to a Cuban frielld, he became indig
nant. and exclaimed,

.. I cannot understand how you Cubans are not
a1ways in arms."
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3D. CONQUERED IN THE STHUGGLE.

The punishment of Oteiza was an isolated case, and
there are suspicions, not started by me, that General
Salamanca was poisunctl by the accomplices of Oteiza,
in order to stop the work initiated by the General, and
to deter his successors from ever attempting in the
future, to enter the shop-temple with a lash in the
hand.

Captain-General Calleja had to resign his high office
because, after suspending three delinquent employees, he
found that orders from Madrid had simply transferred
the culprits from one office to another. This secret
was revealed by the Diario de Barcelona. A Col
lector of Customs, convicted of fraud, was transferred
with promotion to Porto Rico, and a substitute Custom
House Inspector involved in the same affair, was trans·
ferred to another place with a permanent appointment.

4TH. THE DEVIL AS PREACHER.

Mr. Romero Robledo was unusually energetic in de
nouncing the frauds committed during the adminis
tration of Mr. Sagasta. In good time the turn came
for Mr. Romero Robledo to listen to the following words
of Mr. Marenco, delivered in the session of the Cortes
of June 14th, 1892.

.. The source of all corruption is to be looked for upon
that blue bench (the ministerial seats.) Mr. Romero
Robledo, Minillter of the Colonies, has furnished the
Transatlantic Steamship Company with five millions of
pesetas. As he is a stockholder in that company, he
has furnished himself with a part of that amount.
Were there many ministerl:l like Mr. Romero Robledo,.
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all the national steamship companies would be in a
flourishing condition.

"For a similar transaction," added Mr. Pedregal,
"the Minister of the Treasury of Portugal was im·
peached."

Mr. Gabriel Millet, in a very interesting pamphlet
entitled" My Last Visit to Cuba," relates another Par
liamentary scandal, affecting the ssme minister and
unearthed by General Ochando. Mr. Millet says:

"The General qualified some of the appointments of
the Minister as corrupt, maintaining that the appointees
were not fitted for the positions. Among the ap
pointees, for instance, ·there were a barber of the Min
ister and a son of a matador."· He further added:
" In order to avoid all restriction in placing his porteges,
the Minister actually revoked the law that established
certain requirements for appointees to the Colonies."

"Do you wish still to know something more of this
minister?" continued the orator, "I can tell you that
he appoints as governors of provinces, the superintend
ents of his own estates. He has done so recently in
Matallzas. And do you wish to know what kind of
superintendents are employed by Mr. Romero Robledo?
Here I have a sentence passed upon one of them for
misappropriation of $118,000." The general pulled out
of his pocket, well filled with doouments, the sentence
and read it. The name given was that of Mr. Pablo
Gamiz, one of the attorneys for Mr. Romero Robledo,
and member also of the Lower House from the same
province of Matanzas."

" But this is not all. The well informed general, after
drawing a complete pen pioture of the Minister of the
Colonies, reminded hiB astonished hearers that the same
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Romero Robledo, Minister of the Interior, had stopped
by cable proceedings, that were being instituted in Cuba,
against more than forty employees of his department.

5TH. CORRUPTION IN HIGH-QUARTERS.

From an eloquent pamphlet, " Cuba VerBtU Spain.'·
recently written by Mr. E. J. Varona, I quote as fol.
lows:

"Every official who comes to Cuba has an influential
patron in the Court of Madrid, for whose protection he
pays with regularity. This is a public secret. General
Salamanca gave it out in plain words, Rnd before and
after General Salamanca, all Spain knew it alHl kllow!'
it now. The political leaders are well kEJWn who
draw the highest income from the office-llOlders of Cuba.
and who are, as a matter of course, the most fervent
advocates of the necessity of Spanish Rule in Cuba.
But Bureaucracy is so deep-rooted in Spain, that it hm>
succeeded in shielding itself even against the action of
the Courts of Justice. There is a Royal Decree (1883)
in force in Cuba, which provides that ordinar)' courts

I cannot take cognizance of such offences as defalcation,
.abstraction or malversation of public funds, forgery,
etc., committed by the officials of the administl'l\tion, if
their gnilt is not first established by an administrath'e
investigation. The administration is therefore its own
judge. What other security does the corrupt office
holder want? "

Does the New York paper, LaB NelJedadeB and its
Panama friend, see now that my quotations are to a
purpose?

They say that the same things happen elsewhere,
but we find that it has been asserted in the Cortes, in
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the Spanish press, in the Ateneo, and by all methods of
public expression. that in no country in the world is
the corruption as deep as it is in Cuba, nor as inveter
ate and irremediable.

Elsewhere, the same Spanish writer from Panama as
serted, that patriotism Khould illspire us to search for
the means of purifyiug the government, and not to dis
rupt national nnion for such a cause.

And when there is no meaus of purifying, wllat must
one do? The people who do not have to emancipate
themselves from other nations, change tlleir govern
ments when public sentiment is justly aroused by out
rages, and the impunity of the offenders becomes exas
perating. Do not my contestants know why it is that
President Alfaro is now victorious ill Eqlladol'? If
lhe French Republic has not fallen recently, as the
monarchies of the earlier part of tIle century did, it is
because the rottell limbs of the tree Ila"e heen pruned
without mercy. Were Spain to-day, a Roman colony.
she would certaiuly reuew OIlce more the Wars of
Viriatus, to get rid of the oppressive rapacity of tIle

,proconsuls. The only remedy for Cuba is to brenk
the Spanish yoke. LaB NevedadeB and its compeers
adviRe a humble submission. That may do for tIle
Spanish element, but will never do for the Cuban
Separatists.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

01U)(lNOLOGY.

I KNOW very well, that it is not customary in crimino
logic studies, to include the wrong.doings of the gov
emment. This seems to me unreasonable, and I shall
begin, as in courtesy bound, by giving our government
the place of honor.

At the end of the last revolution, the brave Chieftain,
Josu Maceo, capitulated to General Pando in the dis
trict of Guantanamo. The conditions were, to relin
quish all past claims on both sides, and to furnish
General Maceo passage to Jamaica on a foreign vessel.
The French and English Consuls figured as guarantors
of the agreement. The Spanish general invited Maceo
to breakfast at the sugar estate San Ildefonso. Maceo
was allowed to go to Guantlinamo, and he sailed from
that port in the English steamer, .. Thomas BrookB."
He had scarcely steamed four miles, when the ship
was stopped by two Spanish gunboats that had beeu
stationed for that purpose. Maceo was taken out of
the steamer, and transported to Porto Rico, to the
Chafarine Islands, and finally to the con victs station ill
Ceuta, Africa. On December 18th, 1892, Maceo wl'otL
a letter to the La Epoca of Madrid, where he gave the
details of the whole transaction.

Here is another one. On the 6th of February, 1891,
the bandits, Dumingo Montelongo Leon, Eulogio Riv
ero, and Francisco Delgado, alias Naflgo, took passage
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on the steamer II Baldomero Igleseas," that plies between
Havana, Colombia and Venezuela. They bad been par
doned by the Spanish government, on condition that
they sbould leave the island; and they bad, previous
to their departure, been allowed to appear without
molestation, on the streets of Havana. The vessel was
orowded with passengers, and their relatives who bad
come to see them off. Just before the start, the police.
dressed in citizens clothes came aboard to detain the
passengers. The friends of the passengers were ordered
to leave the boat, the doors were olosed, and guards
were placed at the gangway. The bandits were ordered
to surrender; they resisted, and a serious encounter took
place. Domingo and Eulogio, after being wounded,
threw themselves into passing boats, where they were
afterward killed by naval forces that had been called to
the assistance of the police. The third bandit was
also killed on board and with him, the two brothers of
the two men first mentioneCl.

It is a matter of record I that these men had sur·
rendered on condition that they be allowed to leave the
island. The most accessible document to prove this,
will be found in the speech of Mr. Moya, delivered in
the session of Parliament of June 23d, 1891.

It is difficult to decide which is tbe most scandalous
feature of this transaction: whether the degradation
of authorities who enter into compacts with highway.
men. or whether the violation of faith implied in tile
pardon, or whether the passport given to bandits I1l1cl

assaSsins to leave Cuba to go to a friendly nation, 01'

the combat prepared before hand, to take place in the
midst of a peaceful assembly.

Mr. Moret, deceived by fanciful information, denied
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in La Ellpaiia Modern!!, tllnt an~' executions of political
priliOnerll had taken place ill Cuba since the peace of
Zanjun.

This has been answered by my compatriots in the
following manuer. Mr. Varona, in the pamphlet al
ready quoted, " Ouba J'er8UB Spain" states:

"General Polavieja has declared with utmost cool·
ness, that in December, 1880, he had two hundred and
sixty-five persons seized in Cuba, Palma, San Luis..
Songo. GUllnt.i,namo and Sagua de Tlinamo, and trans
portcd the same day and the same hour, to the African
Island of Fernando Po. At the close of tIle insur·
rection of 1879-80, it was a frequent occurrence for tht
government to send to the Penal Colonies of Africa,
Cubuns who had capitulated, The treachery oC wi.ich
General Josu Maceo was a victim. carries Ut.o back to
the darkest times of the Wars of :Flander!\ and the
Conquest of America."

Cuba recalls with horror the dreadful 8sWSfilinatioll.
of Brigadier-General Arcflt1io Leyte Vidal. perpetrated
in the Bay of Nipe. in September. 1879. War had just
hroken out anew in the Eastern depart.t',ent. Briga
dier-General Leyte Vidal resided in Ma,l1ari, assured by
the solemn promise of the Spanish Co~nmander-in-Chief

of that province. that he would not J)(J molested. One
month had scarcely elapsed since th", uprhling, however,
when on a visit to Nipe. he was invited by the Com
mander of the gunboat "Alarm_" to take dinner on
board. Leyte Vidal went on boa:'d the gunboat but
never returned. He was strang',ed by three sailors, aud
Ilis body was cast into the sea. This criminal deed
was committed in compliance with an order from tIle
Spanish General, Polavieja. Fl'Uncisco Leyte Vidal. II
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cousin of Arcadio, miraculously escaped tlJe same tragic
fate.

Mysterious deaths of capitulated Cuballs, have been
frequent in Cuba. To one of these deaths was due
the uprisings of Tunas de Bayamo in 1879.

Mr. E. Trujillo in El Porvenil', of New Y01'1\, July
22<1, 1895, reminds us of the mas~ncres of hUlidreds of
citizens ordel'ed by General Polavieja ill 1879-80, two
"ears after the Zanjlin Agreemcllt, and he adds:

"The blood flowed from tIle Morro in Santiago to
~ha city ••.••. Polavieja deported to La Carracn,
C~uta, Chafarinas, more than one thousand peaceful
citi:ums, who Imd taken no part in the movement of
Augu':lt, 1879. Captain-General Blanco, meanwliile,
gave 1-;s consellt to these atrocities while he elljoyeu
life in Havana. We would ask Mr. Moret, also to in
quire into the conduct of affairs durillg the administra
tion of General Fajardo, six years after tIle Zalljlin
Agreement. We could tell him of the arbitrary sell
tences passad by General Pando, successor to Polavieja,
aud of the executions of Honachea, Limbano Sanchez
antI the companions of Calixto Garcia."

Mr. R. Garcia Garofalo writing from Mexico to the
same jOlll'ual stntes (A ugust 12) :

" During tlie command of Gelleral Federico Esponda
in the provinces of Sta. Clara, (1884), there was an in
significallt uprising in the estate Pepilla, of the Sagua
District. Victor Duran, an old Insurgent Chieftain,
and a few laborers, abandoned their work and gave a
few seditious cries. They had no arms, 110 horses; anu
it was evident for many reasons, that the movement
conld have no importance whatever. Ca}Jtain Domingo
R. Almeida was 8ent out against them with a company
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of troops. As the men were captured, they were
brought into Sta. Clara during the day and taken out
at night and sabered to death in the woods. About
eighty poor wretches were disposed of in this way,
without legal proceedings."

These examples set by the government, were
promptly followed by the subalterns.

Santiago de las Vegas, and Bejucal are towns of
twelve thousand and eight hundred inhabitants each,
situated within twenty miles south of Havana.

On the 6th of August, a ball was to be given in
Bejucal, anu many of the families from Las Vegas had
been invited, in return for a similar occasion which had
been recently celebrated in the latter place.

A few days before the sixth of August, mysterious
~nd anonymous papers were circulated in Las Vegas,
threatening the lives of some of the prominent citi
zens. "About three in the afternoon of the sixth,"
says La Evoluci.on of that city, "persistent rumors
were current, that were very disquieting to the indivi.
dual safety of those who proposed to attend the ball."
I should add that the Cuban element predominates
very decidedly ill Santiago de las Vegas.

At a quarter past six in the afternoon, the carriages
and omnibuses started from the city to Bejuca!.

Between seven and half past seven ••.•.• but
we shall take our description from the local paper, La
Evolucion:

"When the omnibuses arrived midway between
Santiago and the farm Los Cocos, a shot was heard and
then another. This was evidently a signal for thenA
saulting party-, the members of whioh, about ninety,
were hidden behind the fence and divided into three
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groups. These succeeded one another, firing in squads
for about fifteen minutes and winding up with a general
vo~ley. The men in the wagons called out in vain to the
cCtwards to come out in the road and show themselves."

One, Mr. Pedro Alvarez was killed and two others
.eriously wounded. I

The Mayor and the Municipal Judge were absent.
The Chief of Police was in town, but he took no part
to prevent or follow up the dastardly crime.

El Pais in its issue of the 12th of the same month,
supplements our information and gives expression to
our sentiments in the following language:

"Such infamous conduct makes the blood boil.
Abo\aot seventy or eighty fiends, after drinking deeply
in thp. Spanish Club, marched out ostentatiously" armed
with sticks, and carrying concealed weapons. They
paraded the streets insolently, and at the appointed
hour, placed themsebes on both sides of the road lead·
lng from Santiago to Bejucal. The first carriages to
arrive, were crowded with women on their way to the
ball. The valor of :;hese heroes, who were ready to
murder defenceless women, was only restrained by tIle
supplications of one of their own party who had some
friends in the carriages. Instead of bullets, however,
they launched upon them volleys of insults such as we
dare not print. TIlen followed the omnibuses with
twenty.four men, most of wbom were from sixteen to
twenty years of age. These were the object of the
ambush. One cannot help bringing to the memory the
massacre of the medical students of Havana. A can·
tinuous fire was kept up for some time. One, Alverez,
was killed, and two men were seriously wounded. For
tunately the sides of tho coach were made of metallio

17
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plates and a frightful butchery was prevented. After
accomplishing their purpose, though not as far as they
anticipated, the assassins returned quietly, as if they
had just performed some civic function. No one had
disturbed them in the execution of their crime, thongh
the shots were plainly heard in the city, and though
rumors of the probable disturbance must have reached
the authorities dUl'ing the day. Where was the police:
wllere the Military Commandant and the Municipal
Judge; where was the Mayor who represents the gov
ernment, and who is respollsible for the public peace?
His absence was probably intentional, to avoid coming
in conflict with his friends, if he had been forced to do
his duty. Had he been an Autonomist he would have
been deposed and imprisoned by this time. The only
authority who seems to have prepared for the occasion
appears to be the Priest of the parish. Evidently be·
lieving that his services would be needed, he stood
somewhere near the road, animated by the most fervent
evangelic zeal, ready to help the dying with his bless
ing. They all contributed their share, Borne with their
presence and others through their absence. And now,
Iwhat is the govemment waiting fllr? Why are not the
guilty arrested, beginning with the Mayor, whose reo
~ponsibility in the matter is most grave? What confi
uence can the government have in functionaries who
did not endeavor to !luppress this atrocious deed? To
day San tiago de las Vegas presents the appearance of a
beleaguered city. TIle rural police and the troops have
concentrated there. What for? To suppress, perhaps,
the just indignation of l\ people who have been deeply
aggrieved. Had the legal authorities taken the neces
sary precaution'J, the crime would not have been com-
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mitwtt After the event the precautions are worse than
useles8. These occurrellces remind lU~ of recent events
in Cienl\oJgo.,. There the mobs abolished the rights of
meeting and d public speech. The lives of Messrs.
Fernando de Ca~~ro, Figueroa alld othenl of our friends
were in danger. 'l'he 1\1ayor, Mr. Juan del Campo, did
nothing to restol~ order. Though his complicity in the
movement was evideut, not only was he allowed to re
main in office, but was decorated with the great cross
of I,abella Oatolica. This order was instituted by Fer
dinand VII., "to recompense the pure loyalty and
merits contracted in the defence of the Spanish Do
mains in America."

I can Add nothing to the just indignation expressed
in these lines. I shall only observe that if this crime
had been committed by Cubans they would have been
immediately court-martialed and punished. AI:! I said
in the last chapter, the military tribunals, even in times
of peace, have jurisdiction in these cases. It is need
less to say, however, that the military tribunall:! do not
sit for the Integristas (Spanish Party).

The aggrieved parties presented their complaint in
court, and the judge illstituted proceedings against
them, the aggrieved! A distinguished lawyer presented
himself to defelld them but he was not accepted. The
Supreme Court of the island intervened in his behalf.
TillIS far had the case progressed up to Octobel", 1889,
olle year after the event. Though I have read the
papers carefully sillce, I have not found that the heroe,
of Santiago de las Vegas have ever been punished.

I had forgotten to say, that these heroes were not
common people, but men who don the dress coat and
the high hat. Another iuteresting fact in the case, is,
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that the father of the dead man did not appear against
the perpetrators, because he was a member of the same
political party with them.

Mr. Moya, speaking in Parliament, session of Feu
ruary 23d, 1891, said:

.. With respect to individual safety in Havana, the
most scandalous state of affairs exists. Encounters
occur almost daily in the streets. Murders and rou
beries are committed in the theatres j the situation is so
grave, so threatening, that the moderate organ, El Pail
of Havana, has recently said: • We beg the Civil
Governor to listen to us. We ask not now for Au
tonomy, for liberty, for self-government, or for legisla
tive bodies; we simply ask for individual safety, for
protection of our lives and properties. This, at least,
one might ask from the head of an invading army in
a conquered country.' "

It is not in Havana alone that individual safety is set
at naught. Highwaymen have infested the island
from one end to the other for many years, robbing and
kidnapping persons for whose ransom sums have been
paid, varying from $500, to $30,000. Murderous at
tacks upon trains are the order of the day. The or
ganization of these bands is perfect, and exceeds any
thing we read of in Southern Italy, the Western
States of the American Union, Mexico, and even Spain.
The government has had as many as six thousand men,
besides the rural police and volunteers, out in pursuit
of these bold adventurers, and yet for every bandit
captured, we read of hundreds of poor farm hands that.
are beaten and insulted as harborers of criminals. All
this show of force has been 1\ source of squandering
and pilfering, as well as an offence to the community,
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because of the numerous executions 011 the publio road,
for supposed resistance or attempt to escape. Mr.
Gabriel Millet has written under the title of .. A Christ
mas in Madruga," a tragic description of the sufferings
of that town, inflicted under the pretext of the persecu
tion of bandits. It goes without saying, that the ban
dits were by no means the greatest sufferers. Early in
1895, the citizens of Sancti Spiritus and Camaguey, re
solved to band themselves together against the ruffians,
nnd they succeeded in clearing those provinces almost
completely. Of course, it will be said: the people must
give their support to the public powers. It should
be remembered, however, that to give such support the
citizens must be armed, and the permission to bear
arms is not easily granted to the Cubans. The perse
cution had to be official, but the officials did not know
how to carry it out.

And it is alleged by some, that Free Cuba will be
lost to civilization! Is this state of affairs that I am
now describing, is this civilization?

The report of the superintendent of the prisons of
Havana, 1891-92, Mr. Antonio CalbetO, declares that
the number of Spanish (Peninsular) convicts is greatly
superior to that of the white Cubans. The same state
ment applies to the earlier statistics. In 1892 there
were two hundred and ninety-five Peninsular, or Spanish
convicts, and two hundred and ninety-one white
Cubans., To understand the significance of these fig
ures we must remember that the Spaniards in Cuba
number one hundred and forty thousand, and the white
Cubans about one million. From the latter, of course,
we must exclude the groups that do not contribute to
the criminal classes, such as children.



CHAPTER XIX.

PRIMARY AND ADVANCED EDUCATION.

"LEARN to read, write and pray; that is all that aq
American needs to know." Thus the Viceroy, Fran.
cisco Gil y Lemus, delivered himself before the publio
schools of Lima, about the middle of the last century•
.. Spain has no use for sages," yelled out Mr. Pablo
Morillo in 1816 to the Colombians who were pleading
for the life of the sage of Popayan, Mr. F. J. Caldas.

Spanish Colonists in America were not allowed to
send their children to be educated in foreign countries.
Scarcely had Philip II. ascended the throne when he
gave out the Pragmatic of Aranjuez, prohibiting
Spaniards from going abroad for their education, and
ordering those who were already abroad, to return at
once to the Spanish Dominions. Toward the end of
the last century, Charles IV. ordered all Cubans who
were being educated in the United States, to return at
once to the island. Ferdinand VII., in 1828, issued a
similar order, in 'consequence of the complaint of the~

Spanish Minister in Washington to the effect, that th~

Cuban students were brought in contact with students
from Colombia and other rebel countries, in the schooll!
of the United States.

All this might have been excused, as the Spanish
poet, Quintana, hoped in his celebrated line,

co Faults of the timHl thf'Y were, and not of Spain,"

if Spain had devoted herself to develop school educa
t.ion in more recent times.

(296)
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If the present. system of education llad been carried
out strictly, we might be a long way behind our pres
ent needs, but still something would have been done
toward progress. But how could the proposed system
be put into operation, when the estimatell of expenses
of the Colony, amounting to $26,000,000, appropriate
only from six to seven per cent. for higher educa
tion (it is not expended for that purpose), and nothing
for primary education I

City Councils pay for the latter. They pay for it,
that is all; for the government reserves the right to
control and manage the schools in all particulars, even
in matters of hygiene. It is needless to say, that they
are sadly neglected, and that the City Councils can find
but little encouragement in such arrangements. The
result is that recently, in the Province of Havana alone,
the payment of country school-teachers had fallen in
arrears by $118,000. Some of them had not been paid
since 1887. A small amount of money is obtained by
them, by selling their scrip at fifty per cent. discount.

The government controls the selection of text-books.
Among these there is an interesting little text-book of
geography, written by one of our Transatlantic civil·
izers, who shows his knowledge of Cuban geography
as follows:

.. Guanabajoa.-a seaport south of Havana."
Someone with more wit than respect for official text

books has said: First, that the town of Gnanabacoa is
not called Guauabajoa. Second, that it. is not a sea
port. Third, that it is not situated south of Havana.
Correcting these small errors, the description is excel-
lent. . .

The government is obliged by law to appoint inspec-
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tors, and local and provincial committees, to visit the
schools, fix the days for examinations, and otherwise
direct the policy of the schools. Years, however, go by
without such appointments being made, and when they
are made, the persons selected are sure to know nothing
of pedagogictl, and one may be thankful if they know
even where the school is situated.

A Cuban who is a specialist on .this subject, Mr.
Valdez Rodriguez, writes: (see La Educaci6n Popular
en Ouba, 1891).

"Organization, system, methods, everything that is
required for the proper control of education is eitber
forgotten, or never was known."

In 1895, the Memoria-Anuario, or annual report 011

Education, for 1893-94, was publish~d in Havana.
From the data therein contained I have formed the fol
lowing table concerning elementary education.

NU1IBBB 0 .. PuBLIC 'PRIUTE I , TOTALS TOJ:
L8

Of BeverR~:~:s~~ncom'ISCHOOL8f::~:cAT:=~::GISCB:'U!' A~~~~.
. plete. Schools. tlchools.

Boys 260 195 258 21,313 13,978i 713 35,291
Girls 189 134 339 15,434 14,271 662 I 29,705
Mixed 132 169 -=_._. _._.':" 301 I~~
Totals 449 461 766 86,74728,249 1,676 64,996

.1786,764.79

.$472,870.88
• 113,637.01
. 150,256.90

. .• •

. . . . .

. .Total. • • • • •

The expenditures on public schools were distributed
as follows:
Salaries. . . . • . • . • .
For material • • •
For rent of buildings. • • • •
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If we study these numbers carefully we come to the
following conclusions:

1st. The private schools represent about forty-six
per cent. of the total number of schools. We should
state that we are now dealing with primary schools,
only. Were we to iQ-clude the higher. schools, then the
difference in favor of private institutes, would still be
much greater.

2d. The seven hundred thousand dollars officially
appropriated to primary education, represent only two
and a half per cent. of the thirty millions of dollars of
national and municipal taxes. I shall not inquire as to

. whether the seven hundred thousand dollars are actu
ally expended for the purpose for which they are ap
propriated. We can leave the unpaid school-teachers,
and the owners of houses occupied by schools, to answer
that question.

3d. Tbe number of public schools (910) represents
a ratio of one to eighteen hundred inhabitants, that is,
if we are willing to count the incomplete schools. A
complete school is one in which the following branches
are taught: Catechism, sacred history, reading, writing,
Spanish grammar and orthography, elements of arith
metic and weights and measures, elementary notions of
agriculture, industry and commerce. The schools
where all these branches are not taught are called in
complete. An old woman, for instance, living in some
poor hamlet, gathers about her ten or twelve children,
and teaches them to say their prayers, to read and
count, and that has the honor of being placed in a sta-
tistical table as an incomplete school. According to Ar
ticle CXXV. of the Educational Laws, there should be
in every town of five hundred inhabitants, one primary
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complete public school for boys, and one, which may be
incomplete, for girls. Incomplete schools for boys will
be only allowed, according to law, in towns of less than
five hundred inhabitants. In towns of two thousand
inhabitants, there should be two complete schools for
boys, and two for girls. In towns of four thousand in
habitants, three of each, and so forth, adding one school
of each sex for every two thousaod inhabitants. Al
most all of the four hundred and sixty-one incomplete
schools of the table, are found in towns of more than
five hundred inhabitants. The law, then, is not carried
out. In fact, if we count only the complete schools, we
strike a ratio of one school to every 3,634 inhabftants.
In Germany there is one school to every 700 inhabit
ant~; in Spain, one to 660; in England and Italy, ooe
to 600, and in France, one to 500. None of these coun
tries pay such a high rate of taxation as Cuba.

4th. The rate of school attendance, including both
the public and private schools, is four per cent. of tlle
popUlation. If we exclude the private schools, we get
a rate of two and one-fourth per cent.

Add, if you will, the number attending the higher
public schools, distributed as follows:
University. . . • • • . • . • • • • • 1,817
Academic Institutes . • • . • . . •• 8,416
The Normal School, (17 males, 221 females) • 292
The Industrial School. • • . • 42
School of Fine Arts • • • • • • • • • • 875

Total. • • • • • •
Primary Schools. •

Total. • • • •

. . . .. . . • • • 6,441
.86,747

.42,188
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Including all these, we obtain a ratio of 2.58 per
cent. This, in a country where slavery was recently
abolished, where numerous schools should have been
provided to educate the negro, and where only one·
quarter of the population can read and write.

5th. According to law there should be:
Primary Schools •
There are only. • • .

Schools to be established • .1,421
Mr. Valdez Rodriguez states:
"The condition of the public schools is most dis

couraging. The buildings are so ill adapted, that we
find some in the capital of the island, where there is
one common room for all the classes, thus giving rise to
the greatest confusion. The lack of space has sanc
tioned the practice of restrictiug the number of pupils
according to the space available. Some schools can
manage only twenty pupils. If we compare the num'
ber of children who actually receive any public instruc·
tion, with the appropriations made for this purpose, we
find our public education not only to be the worst, but
aillo the most expensive in the world."

According to the Educational Laws, in the capitals
of provinces, and in towns of ten thousand inhabitants,
one of the public schools should be a superior school.
In the capitals of departments and in cities of ten thou"·
sand inhabitants, there should be, besides schools for
very young children, night schools or dominical schools
for adults, with classes in drawing and industrial art.
There should be, further, at least one school for the
deaf and dumb, and one for the blind, in Havana. Also
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one normal school for each provincial capital, and one
of the same class for women.

Instead of this, we find that there is but one superior
school for girls in the whole island, and six for boys.
There· is DO school for very young children, unless we
call except the one established by Mr. C. C. Coppinger
in the Poor House and Maternity, of Havana. On the
other hand, there are twenty-four cities which, because
of their population, or because they are capitals of
Provinces ought to have such schools. Night schools
there are none, and normal schools only two in Havana,
one for men and one for women.

.. It may be said, then, that in Cuba everything per
taining to the primary education is in its incipiency."

Havana is proud of one institution-La Sociedad
Economica. This society may he looked upon as the
only influence that has been active in promoting the
cause of education, since the end of the last century.
This is not the place to describe the work of this insti
tution, but I shall state here, that had it not been for
the public spirit of this' society, and the generosity of
its members, the advancement of public education
would have been further retarded. In 1842 the govern·
ment deprived the society of its official character in
matters of education, and withdrew the small pittance
that was paid to it for this purpose, probably because
the Junta was moving a little faster than the govern
ment cal'ed to see. The Sociedad Econ6mica, however,
has Dot abandoned this field of labor; the actual presi
dent, Mr. J. S. Jorrin, has brought it once more to the
flourishing condition of its palmy days. Mr. Gabriel
Millet, the noble patriot, whose publications have been
more than once quoted ill these pages, has presented the
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society with books and works of art, and has founded in
perpetuity the annual prize-Luz Caballero Prize-of
gold and silver medals, with diplomas, for public school
teachers and distinguished pupils.

The government takes no part in these things, and at
times even looks upon them with suspicion.

Nearly all that has been done in Cuba for the cause of
education, has been done through private efforts. Some
individuals have donated buildings for the schools.
Others have presented them with teaching material,
others have raised subscriptions for their maintenance,
or to send young men abroad to study agriculture. Many
others have started schools either by donations of
Inoney. or teaching gratuitously. Theatres have been
raised. the proceeds of which were to be devoted to
public schools, and legacies have been left for the same
purpose. Many of the clubs maintaiu free schools, with
day and night classes.

"The Rev. Antonio Hurtado founded a school in
Villadara and maintained it during his lifetime. When
he died, the school was abandoned, and the building was
converted by the government into barracks for the
militia. Subsequently, the City Councils succeeded in
regaining possession of the property," says Mr. Cabrera
(" Ouba and the (Juba118.")

In the matter of legacies and donations, some Span
iards have contributed generously, and I am pleased to
record it, for we bear no ill toward them, but we would
rather see those who do not hate us. cooperate with us
under the new flag.

On the other hand, some Spanish Aldermen have in
terpreted certain legacies in a very original manner.
They have supressed a school maintained by the Board
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of Aldermen, and substitute(l ~('r It, the one provided for
by the Testator. Thul:l, the legacies become sources of
municipal economy at the expense of education.

On the 20th of January, 1894, Mr. Valdez Rodriguez
complained once more, that the material used in tIle
school was obsolete and that the buildings were not in
hygienic condition. He further added:

.. We cannot conceal that this branch of public serv
ice is in such a condition as to deserve the qualification
of disgraceful. Statistics and the plain truth would
easily dispose of our boasted culture,"

This was written one year before the present revolu
tion.

Academic and superior education are provided for in
six Institutes (which are supposed to imitate the
lyceums of France), and one University.

The distinguished professor, Mr. J. M. Zayas, devoted
in vain the last decades of his life to show the defects
of the organization of the academic Institutes, the cost
of which is out of proportion with the meager results
obtained in them. Mr. Zayas said, that these officin.l

. academies are mere offices where the Rector and the
Professors fill blanks and keep books relative to the
pupils, collect the matriculation fees, and care nothing
for the scientific and moral training of the Alumni.
There is, he stated no supervision of, and no stimulus
for, professors or pupils. The whole thing is a mere ma
chine, controlled by definite and fixed programs, imposed
by incompetent authorities. Very frequently the chairs
are filled by henchmen of the politicians of Madrid.-

• It happens orten enough, that the appointee remains In Spain and a
subBtHute, gpnerally a Cuban. takes hl~ place. In tlllll wille the chair may
be better nlied perbaps, but tbe payor tbe lubstltute II re4uce4 to •
minImum [Ed.]
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I pave on another occasion quoted the witty remark
of the Spanish professor, V. Fernandez Ferraz, who,
speaking of the official academic Institutes said:

"It is not a system of the present, nor a system of
the past. If I may be allowed to use a grammatical
term, I should say that it is an imperfect preterit."

I shall also repeat here, words that I have already
quoted from the speech delivered in 1885 by Senator J.
S. Jorrln.

"The revenues of the University have exceeded its
expenses during the year 1884 to the amount of t127,
000. This is not accidental but is rather a perennial
showing. The University, therefore. is not a burden
to the State."

And Mr. Jorrin did not include in this, a permanent
endowment of $1646,450 that belongs to the University
and which yields a revenue of '32,000.

In the estimates of expenses we find sums allotted
for the seminaries. "We know," says Mr. Cabrera
(LoB EBtadOB UnidoB, page 83) "that the seminary of
San Carlos of Havana is able to maintain itself with
its own revenues."

I would like to ask, whether there be another country
in the world where educational institutions are a source
of revenue to the state. I have already asked the
same question in connection with the administration
of justice.

As someone might imagine that this state of things
has changed since 1884, I shall show now how the
spirit of progress has affected our university. I quote
from the speech delivered in the Senate by Mr. Ortiz
de Pinedo, a Spaniard, in June, 1894.

H For the expenses of the Rector's office, in so im·
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portant a university as that, we allow two hundred
dollars a year; for the library, oue hundred and fifty
doIIarl:!, and one hundred for the laboratory of phar
macy. What follows? The expenses for stationery
Rnd care of the office have not been paid in two years.
The gas has been cut off from the building, and the
very worthy Rector has been obliged to obtain the nec
essary supplies through his own individual credit, as a
sort of charity toward the institution, and with the hope
of payment at some future time. Can you think of
this without a feeling of profound sorrow? The
library has discontinued all important subscriptions.
From one economic measure to another, it has come to
pass that, the library cannot even subscribe to the
official Gazette of Madrid."

41 As to the laboratory of pharmacy, what can it do
with one hundred dollars to-day, when all such teach.
ings should be objective and practical. Think of it.
One hundred dollars for this most important laboratory,
out of an appropriation of twenty.six millions of dol
lars. Any professor of chemistry will spend more than
that in his own private laboratory.

"Painful though it may be to expose the condition
these services are in, I must add that other depart.
ments have no appropriation at all. The faculty of
sciences cannot even provide sponges for the black·
boards.

"The Botanical Garden, which might be the most
beautiful in America, because of the character and lux
uriance of tropical vegetation, has nothing in it except
a keeper. It has returned to the condition of the prim
eval forest.

"I am told that the professor of natural history
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started once to give a scientific description of the
"ponge, forgetting that he had DO specimen with which
to illustrate his lecture, not even a blackboard sponge.
I suppose I had better not contiuue my exposures.

"Before concluding, however, I wish to RIlY that n
l'epl'esentative of that University who preceded me iu
the honored representation of that institution, has just
informed me that the Rector has not only engaged his
personal credit, but has paid out of his pocket the
minor expenses of his office."

Did these scathing remarks remedy the evil? I
shall not answer myself but shall leave it to El Pai"
an enemy of the Revolution. In its issue of June 1st,
1895, two months before the present outbreak, the
orgau of the Autonomists stated:

"Those of us who consider these important problems,
are dismayed by what we see about us. Our academio
and superior instruction is in no less pitiable state than
our primary education. The state does next to noth
ing to bring this important element of culture, to the
proper standard.

•• To say nothing of the miserable educational laws
which govern us, and seem especially adapted to stUllt
the intellectual development, we have to acknOWledge'
that our chief educational institute, lacks all the ele·
ments that are indispensable f01' the proper dischal'ge
of its functions."

All this, however, was not sufficient. The Uni·
versity was still to feel a heavier blow inflicted by the
Minister of the Colonies, Mr. Romero Robledo Oll the
19th of January, 1892. He deprived the University of
her right to confer the doctor's degree. His reasons
lor so doing were: first, economic reasons; second, to

18
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equalize the prerogatives of this university with those
of others in the Peninsula, none of which, except the
Central University of Madrid, enjoys the privilege
mentioned j and third, to oblige the Cubans who might
be candidates for doctoral honors, to go to Spain and be
come Spauiolized.

As to economic reasons, the saving would amount to
136,650, which, as Mr. Jon'in has shown, are not fur.
nished by the state, With respect to the privilege
granted to the University of Havana, it is perfectly
justified by the long distance from Madrid, with the
concomitant expenses and discomforts of the voyage.
For this reason, the privilege which was granted in
1728, had never been infringed upon, except in 1881,
(October 10th), when it was abolished as a measure of
revengtl, by the Count of Valmaseda who stated offi·
cblly, that the University" was a focus of rebellion."

On the 17th of November of that year the dec\'ee
was promulgated containing the above words that
pointed the institution of learning to popular fury.
On the 27th of the same month the massacre of the
medical students took place-a frightful crime-a blot
forever on the history of Spanish Domination in Cuba.

As to the desire to hispi\nicize the Cubans, it is a fact
that Cubans educated in the Peninsula, are apt to bring
home with them, tendencies more revolutionary than
the young men who are educated in the United States,
because in Spain, one inhales with every breath the spirit
of resistance and contempt toward all authority, whereas
in the United States, nobody thinks of rebelling against
the government. Cespedes was educated in Barcelona.
Marti was educated in Zaragoza.

The Minister, Mr, Romero Robledo, also stated that
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in exchange for the deprivation of this University
pl'ivilege, he would encourage the agricultural, chemical,
industrial and mechanical departments. He did noth·
ing of the kind, however; on the contrary, he abolished
the agricultural stations.

The real causes of the measure proposed were these:
The University elects one Senator who is always a
member of the Liberal or Autonomist Party.-

Now the Minister wished to fill the chairs with
Spauiards, which he could do by reduciug the numuer
of Cubans with doctor's degree, who are eligible for
professorial honors. Thus closing to my compatriots,
this one avenue that is still left them in the public
service.

Finally, the government had to abandon this measure,
because the students left the University in a body, and
the agitation became so great ll.8 to assume revolutionary
te\lliencies.

I shall not speak of other defects of the University
tlystem: the deficiencies from the scientific point of
view; the vacations and puulic feasts that take up
nearly one-half of the year; the disproportion between
the official teaching programs, and the time allotted for
them. Neither time, or space, will permit me to touch
upon the many faults, that have been pointed out by
Cubans and Spaniards. I shall conclude with an ex
tract from El Pai, October 4th, 1888.

.. The government takes no steps toward the prepara
tion of engineers, architects, pilots, agriculturists, mer
chants well informed in the elements of this honorable

-The reader may remember that In the recent election. under Heneral
Weyler,l.he Autonoml.t.~ have refllsed to itO to the polls, except In the election
or the representatIves of the UniverSIty and the 80cfedlJd Bconomlca. The,.
knew these to be the only elections ti,lly <!auld carr)', (Note by Tranalator.)

.
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profession, or machinists, or industrial experts well
trained in the complicated technique of modern in
uustries.· To learn something about any of these, the
candidate must go abroad. On the other hand, we en
deavor to ape in the most servile fashion, the organiza.
tions of diverse and ancient societies, as if we wished to
make good the phrase of Merival, recently applied by a
distinguished writer to the schemes of colonization of
our ancestors: to create an old society in a new
country."



CHAPTER Xx.

BANKS AND OURRENCY.

A MONETARY crisis reigns permanently ill tMs coun
try as the result of the utter disregard of all s)'stem Of

finance. With respect to silver, we have Spanish coin
of all kinds and dates, most of them worn and blurre<i
and representing values of one, two, four, fi\'e and ten
realu. We have Amelican medio. and reale. (half
dimes and dimes) or different valuation from that of the
Spanish coins. We have also coins from other coun
tries including those recently introduced from the Philip
pine Islands, which should be legally restricted to that
archipelago. The diversity of monetary systems repre
sented by these coins, would create a mare magnum even
if the situation were not aggravated by the fluctuations
of the value of silver in the markets of the world. The
only gold coins at present in circulation, are the centen
and the old onza-Spanish doubloon of $16 (worth '17
in Cuba) and of which but a few remain. The cellten
does not l'epl'eSent a multiple of the onza, nor are the
silver coins multiples of tIle centeno The latter has the
arbitrary value of es.30, to prevent its exportation to
Spain. The same system was adopted early in the cen
tury with the onza, valued in Spain at $16, in foreign
markets $15.50, and '17 in Cuba, beside an export duty.
It is a notorious fact that the absurd fiscal system of
that date, tended to stimulate rather than repress con
traband. Gold naturally was the favorite object of the

(818)
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contraband. The perturbing influences of such meas
ures upon the exchange, need 110 demollstration. Be
sides, the object in view can never be attained, for from
ten to twelve millions must be exported yearly to Spain to
pay the charges of the debt. &1' this purpose, custOI11S
duties are payable in gold. To this exportation of gold
should be added; first, about nineteen millions to settle
the balance of trade with Spain, from whence twellty·
five millions worth of merchandise is sent in exchange
for six millions worth of our own products; second,
the money that is carried home by returning emigrants
who have made a fortune; third, the paJ'ment of pen
sions or passive classes" that are rather active" as has
been observed by Mr. Govln; fourth, payments to
the Transatlantic Steamship Company; fifth, the
drafts that are sent by Spanish employees to maintain
their families in Spain, as well as to settle accounts with
political bosses who divy with them; sixth, the incomes
of wealthy planters, Cubans, Spaniards and foreigners
who reside abroad. We should note here, the foUy of
the arrangement by which the Cuban debt, being domi
ciled in Spain, the titles of it, owned by residents in
Cuba, must be collected in Spain. As a consequence
of all this we are not surprised to hear that the annual
interest paid for money was as high as thirty per cent.
in 1890, according to the statement made by the
Planters' Association in October of that year.

Before the war of 1868, the money in actual circula
tion in Cuba amounted to $30,000;000, or 820 per
capita. During the war there was an issue of treas
ury notes and Spanish bank notes to the amount of
'76,000,000. This anomalous currency depreciated
very rapidly. It was not in the form of gold certifl-
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cates, for they were not convertible; nor was it paper
money, for they lacked the character of forced paper
currency. This money never circulated except in the
provinces that were willing to take it; namely, the
Western Provinces.

The government and no one else could be blamed
lor this depreciation, because, though during the first
four years (1870-74) this currency was received at par
as legal tender for payment of public debts, we find
that on February 28th, 1874, these obligations were
ordered to be paid in gold. We find in an official doc
ument, signed by Spaniards, of March 20th of t.he same
year:

"The treasury promised to amortize these bank notes,
by means of a subsidy, especially granted for that pur·
pose. The subsidy has been collected, but the promise
has not been fulfilled. These notes were accepted on
the good faith of the government by the commercial
centres and the public. The latter find themsel \'es
now with a fine credit sheet on paper, but i.l truth
there is a serious loss of capital. Their hopes are grad.
ually vanishing. There is no basis for mercantile trans
actions; everything is left to chance, every{hing is
un usual and phenomenal." .

I repeat that this is an official document-a ~eportof
a commission of which a chief of administration, an
official of the bank, and a prominent Spanish l1'.erchant,
were members. Just before the resuluption of specie
payment (July 1892) this paper money was quoted at
1249 for $100 in gold.

At this time, the Spanish bank had already redeemed
the paper issued on its own account; and did so, taking
advantage of the current discount, that is, 'peculating
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with its own discredit. Later on the government
adopted the same immoral tactics.

On the 24th 'of October, 1891, the redemption of the
State notes was commenced by the- same bank; bllt
without taking the following precautions which had
been advised by experts in this matter; namely, to
balance the revenue and expenses in the Budget; to
domicile a portion of the debt; to reorganize the mon
etary and bank systems. It had been decided that
the notes of less than 15 value should be redeemed in
metal at fifty per cent. discount of their face value;

. and that larger notes should be redeemed by a sort of
gold certificate, which, however, not being itself re
deemable at the time, became subject to immediate de
preciation. The jobbing and speculation that followed
were scandalous. The notes of low denominations
were immediately cornered, and all small commercial
transactions became extremely difficult. Taking this
as an excuse, resumption was suspended on December
18th. The real cause, however, was that sufficient
metal had not been sent from Spain, because the Span.
ish bank of Madrid was seriously involved in specula
tions with the money destined to this transaction.

On the 12th of August, 1892, the redemption of notes
was resumed, and concluded on the twelfth of March,
1893 at midnight. The government had previously
given notice that, though it was believed that there
were 834,189,708 of paper in circulation, only 182,000,
000 (face value) would be redeemed, as it was believed
that there had been some fraudulent issues. The
type of the amortir&ation was now fixed at 1249 in
paper to 1100 in gold, but the holders of small notes
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were authorized to exohange them at fifty per oent. dis
count for silver ooin.

About four and a half millions of paper money failed
to appeal' for redemption.

The gains made by the bank, and especially by the
government, at the 6-xpense of the Cuban people were
enormous.

The oonversion being concluded, the Spanish bank
issued the sum of 16,000,000 in notes, redeemable in
gold at par. Of these, one-half was placed in circu
lation. Five months later, there was a serious monetary
crisis and many failures, due to the fact that American
sugar merchants to obtain better prices, had refused
to purchase the crop. It became impossible to obtain
gold at any price, with which to oover the engagements
of the sugar producers.

There are in Havana only two banks. The Spanish
Bank, with a capital of $8,000,000 gold, and the privi.
lege of emission; and the Bank of Commerce, with a
capital of $7,000,000, also gold. Observe how we have
moved backwards. Not Dlany years ago, we had the
Bank of San Jose, the Industrial, the Alianza, and the
Caja de Ahorros. Thirty years ago, these, or similar in-

. stitutioDs, reported a capital of 120,000,000 in gold.
The trouble began with the failure of the Bank of

Commerce, which was precipitated by the sudden with·
drawal of two large firms representing 14,500,000. The
Spanish bank sUflpended on the following month the
exchange of its notes, and, I find, had not resumed it,
when the present revolution broke out. Mr. Eduardo
Be~lido, manager of the important house of Rea Bellido
& Company of Matanzas committed suicide. This
house discharged the functions of a bank for the
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plauters oC that region, advancing money for the oper
ations of the sugar crop.

At this time the government owed the Spanish bank
several millions oC dollars (Revi8la Oubana XVIII., page
178.) Had the Government paid immediately all, or
part of the debt, that establishment might have been
able to come to the assistance of the Bank of Commerce.
Besides, the Spanish bank would have maintained the
credit of its notes, and would have paid its depositors
in full, instead of in part, as it was forced to do. But
the Government that has, or assumes to have, so many
powers in Cuba, when it wishes, did not now forward
the money, because the Cortes had not yet voted the ap
propriations. The greatest obstacle to good adminis
tration in Cuba is the dependence upon the good will of
the MetropOlis.

The country was practically left without banks. No
more deposits, no more checks, no more discounts, no
more payments and obligations, no more pledging of
sugar as collateral. • •• The few possessors of metal
coin, hoarded it, or put it in circulation at enormous
rates of interest. The absence of credit, made the want
of money more sorely felt, as happens always when
bnsiness is changed from a credit, to a cash basis.
Without advance of money, the sugar crop could not
be effected, and without sugar, the country could noL
live. It is estimated that there were not more than on~

dozen planters, who were in a situation to face this ca
lamity. Most of them bearded it, on the plan of tTampa
adelante (default ahead.) Many had to abandon the
grinding of sugar, for the absolute want of means, a,nd
others could not even pay the laborers to ..Uend to the
cane fields.
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Sllch was the state of affairs in 1894, just before the
outbreak of the Revolution.

Is it not evident that the Spauish chains must be
hroken? What worse than all this, if evil prophecies
were true, what worse than all this, could happen to
Cuba when she comes to govern herself?

I suppose if snch economic disorders had occurred
after our independence, we would have been told: "It
could not be otherwise; we told you 80; there yOIl have
the consequences of separation from the Mother Coun
tl'y; you know nothing, aud you can learn nothing of
the science of government."



CHAPTER XXI.

THE ELECTORAL FRANOHISB.

THE Electoral Franchise has been prepared, to insure
the supremacy of the Constitutional over the Autono
mist Party, in other words, to establish the dominatiou
of the foreigners. This is not only apparent in the
laws themselves, but was freely acknowledged by the
Minister of the Colonies, the Count of Tejada de Val
dosera. This gentleman had the audacity to say, that
the present electoral plan could not be altered, for it
had heen purposely prepared to secure the success of
one party-the party opposed to self-government of the
country. We have, therefore, as a basis of the whole
system, the con trol of the majority by the minorit,11 the
l'ight of voting as a privilege of birth, the domination of
one class or caste over another, the inferiol' class repre
senting the great insular community.

It is for this reason, that, in a country essentially
agricultural, the rural population, which is constituted
chiefly of Cubans, is all but deprived of the right of
suffrage. All the public eniployees, no matter what
their standing may be, if they receive a salary of one
hundred a year, are entitled to vote. The electoral
fl'anchise was alMo granted by the Cortes, without re
strictions, to the corps of volunteers, composed of
Spanish shop keepers and clerks, and whose name is in
separably connected with the bloody murder of the
medical students ou November 27th, 1871.

(820)
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After the war, the suffrage, which, with rare excep
tions, had never been granted before, was introduced in
Cuba. The law requires that one representative !ihouId
be elected for every fifty thousand inhabitants, as in
Spain. This, according to the census of 1887, should
give the island thirty-two deputies. The Royal DeereI'
of 1890, however, fixed the number at thirty. Up to
that date, only twenty-four had been allowed, in accord·
ance with the census of 1877, which is notoriously full
of errors. This is the first slice.

The Electoral law as applied to Cuba, was not the
same law which governed at the time in the Peninsula,
bllt rather a special proviso of the same, which imposed
many conditions upon the right of citizenship and suf
frage. To vote in the Parliamentary elections, it was
necessary to pay a direct tax of at least 125, which
amounts to five times what is required in the Mother"
Country. To vote in the Municipal and Provincial
elections, the law, as it rules in the Peninsula, was
modified by a special temporary clause, (it still prevails)
requiring a minimum of $5 direct tax. In Spain, the
franchise was granted to all those who could read and
write, or who paid a tax of any kind, no matter how
small.

At first, the people were satisfied to see in all this the
beginning of a new era. The extraordinary war taxes
still prevailing, the tax of twenty-five and five dollars
opened the polls to a large proportion of the Cuban
population. At the same time the Peninsulars, satis
fied at the advent of peace, did not think of electoral
intrigues, and the Autonomists made themselves felt as
a majority. They controlled during four years, the
Provincial ABBemblyof Havana. The Spanish Party
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became alarmed when they began to see the impair
ment of their power. Meanwhile, the system of taxa
tion was modified, because the exigencies of war ll8d
ceased, and the economical situation was very critical.

:The quota of $25 and $5 respectively became now ex
cessive. Nearly the whole of the rural population was
deprived of the fl'anchise, as it required the acknowl
edgement of a clear illcome of '1,250. This was far
beyond the means of a very large number of men de·
voted to minor cultures. The commercial and indus
trial classes were not so sel'iously affected. Not only
was a smaller number of them disfl'anchised, but they
also found, as I shall show later on, means to recoup
themselves, which were not within the reach of the
Cuban population.

The Minister of the Colonies, 1\Ir. Nui'lez de Arce,
saw the injustice that was being done, and promised to
l'elUedy it, but he finally did Bothing. The Autono
mists threatened to withdraw from the polls, but the
death of King Alfonso XII., in 1886, created such diffi·
culties, that they .collcluded, for patriotic reasons, not
to add to them by their action.

Another Minister, Mr. Balaguer, endeavored to fulfil
the promise made by the poet millister, the celebrated
author of the" Id)'I," amI lie presented for these pur
poses, a pl'oject of electoral laws in June 15th, 1886,
The committee in cllarge of it, however, was not even
allowed to report.

The following ministers, Becerra, Fabie, and Romero
Robledo, accomplished nothing, either because of the
opposition of the Spanish pal'ty, or because they were
not inclined to institute reforms.

Finally the Autonomist party withdrew from tbe
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polls on the 7th of January, 1891, and proceeded to ago
itate the country with All active propaganda. The
government became alarmed, and resolved to reducc
'he electoral quota, not to $10 as had been proposed by
Balaguer and Becerra, but to $5.00. This was evidellt
proof. that the government was not willing to yield to
peaceful petitions, but would bend before energetic ac
tion.

By tllis time, however, universal suffrage had been
established in the Peninsula since 1890, aud the Cubans
demanded that it be extended to the !slaud, because,
they said very justly,-if the law establishes that we al'e
as much' Spaniards as the Penillsulars, there is no
reason why we shall not enjoy the same rights with
them.

The Cubans insisted upon this, because they knew
that the electoral tax limit of $5.00 redounded to the
benefit of the Spaniards. To Le an elector, an ac
knowledged clear income of $250 was required for land
owners, $41 for city proprietors and only $27 for busi· .
ness men. In all countries where the electoral fran
chise has a tax limitation, the lowest limit is always put
upon landed proprietors, who represent a greater effOJ t
aud stability, aud not upon the industrial and commer
cial interests, that are more accessible all<Iunstable. In
Cuba these matters are reversed.

lu Spain, tweuty-two per cent. of the population en·
joy the electoral franchise, and in Cuba only four per
cent. It will be saitl, I suppose, tlmt the uegroes re
cently ('uHl1lciiJated, shonl(Inot enjoy this privilege. To
this I shall answer. by asking to be shown tIle evidence
of cultnre in the Spanish masses.

"With respect to political education," declared Mr.
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Fernandez de Castro in the session of the Senate of
JUlie 2<.1, 1890, L' I do not believe that the country peo
ple here, are in any way superior to the Guajirot* of
Cuba. During the ten years of constitutional life that
they have enjoyed, they have given evidence of wisdom
and appreciation of their electoral duties, at least equal
to those shown in the Peninsula."

On the 31st of May the Minister of the Colonies,
Mr. Becerra, said, referriug to the Peninsula:

"Gentlemen, what can be· expected of a Board of
Aldermen, (as we have a few in Spain) of which only R

few of the numbers are able to read j a Board, of Alder
men that is required at the same time by law, to have a
secretary who must understand the laws of public edu
cation and of construction, who must be familiaT with
architecture and the system of taxation, who must be
in fact a sage, with a salary of $50 a year."

The Autonomists were not afraid of the ignorance of
the rural population and the negroes. They asked res
olutely for the establishment of universal suffrage.
But let us concede that this extreme measure should
not be adopted, though it be contrary to our sense of
right. to see such distinctions between citizens of the
same nation. Why not at least grant the franchise to
those who could read and write, and to those who pay
any tax? Why were they unwilling to do this?
Simply, because under these circumstances, the Insular
population would have had control of the elections.
The number of Spaniards in Cuba does not exceed
one hundred and forty thousand. Though some of them
are very wealthy, and many are counts and marquises,

.1"be term GUaJ'ro corresponds very clOlely wltll tbe word "cracter I' u
It II used In some Southern States.
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the majority of them are poor, and engaged in lowly
pursuits. We have heard that the number of legiti
mate electors, not counting the partners of business
firms ad llOC, is less thar. twentJ' thousand; even if we
double that number, aud obtain the exaggerated esti
mate of fOl'ty thousand, we are still short of one-half of
the taxpayers, the number of which according to the of
ficial accounts, was in 1890 oue hundred and fourteen
thousand.

We see then, that these permanent provi.ional Elect
oral laws tllat have ruled in Cuba since 1879 are bad
enough. We can add to their defects, the innumerable
abuses that they lend themselves to, eithel', because of
their obsolete character, or because of their partisan in
terpretation, or, because of the deliberate purpose to
violate them.

One of the most common frauds, is the one com
mitted in the Provincial and Municipal elections, and
which goes bJ' the name of .ocio. de oca.ion (partners
ad hoc.)

In the circular of the 29th of August 1878, the Ca~
tain-General ordered, that it was only necessary for the
managers of business firms, to present to the Municipal
authorities, a list of the members of the firm, with their
quota of earnings, in order to decide. in connection with
the estimates of taxation, whether the said members
were entitled to vote. Some of these firms will.include
in their lists of members, the cooks, and dishwashers,
and sweepers of the house. Nobody takes the trouble
to inquire if these are bona fide members of the firm,
because the Government .is as much interested as the
merchants, in the success of the frauds. Thus a mob
of low alld ignorant fellows appear as partners of promi.

19
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nent business men and milliunaires, whilst the majority
of the Cuban people, excluded frum the polls, look ou
with astonishmeut at this auuse. A Royal Decree of
December 29th, 1892. ordered that, in connection with
the Parliamentary elections, the pruper credentials of
the members of non-anonymous societies must be filed
in a public register. This measure guaranteed to sOlDe
extent, the honesty of the lilit. The Central Committee
of the Autonomilit Party asl.ed the Minister of the
Colonies on the 3d of November, 1893, to extend the
same protectiun to the ~Iunicipal and Provincial elec
tions, but the Minister tUl'lled a deaf ear to their de
mands.

This conspicuous irregulal'ity existed up to the be
gilluing of the present year, 1895. It ill abolished by
the Abarzuza law, but we should observe that this law,
which was strongly opposed, was not sanctioned aud
pl'omulgated until after the outbreak of the Revolu
tion. (It has not been put illto effect.)

With respect to the common electoral frauds, It is
scarcely worth while to speak: Autonomists, for in
stance, will call in vain UPOII a Mayor to furllish them
with certificates that Ilre needed to prove, wit.hin the
specified t.ime, the light to vote. They present them- '
selves to be inscribed in t.he electoral lists, and they are
rejected. Some, because the)' cannot prove that they
are Spflnish subjects, though everJbody knows that
they were bom in the district and have never been out
of it; ot.hers are rejected, because there is no evidence
that they are taxpayers, though they may present the
actual receipts of payment i others, because they have
Dot brought with them tlleir professional titles, though
everybody kuows that they lire physicians, lawyets, ott.
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The candidates at the same time, are bt.itged as the
technical electioneel'iug phrase goes, that is, their mail
is intercepted, and the wil'esare always busy if they
wish to use them.

On the other hand, the Integri./a. (Spanish Party)
have things their OWll way. They include in their list'
every man who pronounces the .. c" and the .. z," •
th~ugh the Autollomists may present documents 'to
sho.v that they are legally disfranchised; they inscribe
the flames of individuals who pay less than t5 ornothing
at a J, 01' the names of inuividuals may appear, who al'e
out uf the country, or who have beeu long d~ad. Com
plair ts are brought to the governors of the PI'ovinces,
that t:8n be settled only by Cuurts of Justice, and they
are a.lll1itted as good by those officel's, aud decided by
them against the Autonomists. The mayors are for'
bidd£O to interfere with the official counting, yet they
will order the votes cast in difl'ereut districts for one
man, to be cumulated in one district to insure his elec
tiou there. The electoral lists can not be altered after
the fifteen day~ allowed by law for their rectification,
but the governors will frequently do this, to suit the
wig;Hls of the Inttgri.ta.. A Spaniard in the Province
of SanZa Clara demanded ollce the exclusion of twel ve
hU)ldred and ninety·five voters, on his mere statement
that they were not taxpayers, and the PI'ovincial Com
mittee rejected the names. The fraudulent additions of
Ilames to the lists, the excess of votes over the number
of voters. are common occurrences, and even the de
lotruction of the ballot·box is resorted to, when no other
means are offered to prevent uefeat.

• rile Cubans as R rille do nol ,'ro"""lIce Ihl!lle lel1ell prol:erly, They In
,artabl)' gin", Ihtm the 1IOIInd 01 .. so"
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Occasionally, it is the Captain-General who annula
the electoral lists, and sometimes with such flagrant
injustice, that his decision, as in the case of General
Salamanca with the lists from Santa Clara and
Remedios, has been reversed by Royal Order.

Mr. Segundo Alverez, a wealthy Spanish manufac
turer, owner of the cigar factor)' La Corona, Mayor of
Havana, and President oC tl.e Chamber of Commerce,
refused to run for Parliament, because he had no faith
in the official proceedings,-those were his words.

The governments of Europe who look with distrust
upon the independence of Cuba, fearing that the same
misgovernment of the Latin RepUblics will prevail
there, can they not see that Cuba already, is ver)' like
them? But I shall not say that. I have lived neady
a quarter of a century in Southern America, and I never
heard that tickets had been distributed freely at the
polls, with printed names upon them of witnesses, to the
effect that the bearer was of age. This was done in
Sagua la Grande iu Cuba.

The result of all this is as follows: In the Cortes
we have had on a few occasions of success, eight mem
bers (we usually have tbree or four) in the Lower
House, and three or four in the Senate, to sixteen, and
twelve or thirteen respectively, belonging to the Span
ish Party. With regard to the City Councils, the
reader will remember what I have already stated, or he
may follow Mr. Cabrera's statement, as to the case of
GUines. This Municipal district has a population of
thirteen thousand inhabitants. Five hundred of these
are Spaniards. The electoral census, however, in
cludes four hundred Spaniards and only thirty-two na
tives. It is needless to say that there is not ODe Cuban
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ill the Board of Aldermen. With respect to the Provin
cial Assembly. the same author reminds us, that out of
twent.>· members, only two or three are Autonomists.
The official organ of that Party, stated wi.th reason
enough on the 4th of February 1894. as follows: j

.. It is evident that the representative system here i,~

a farce. It becomes a centre of infection, an occasion
for impudent fraud, a stepping-stone to vulgar ambi·
tions. Why speak oC the will of the body of the elec
tors? BodJ of a courtesan! Abject will! The polit
ical parties that do not care to show the most scrupu
lous respect for tIle natural exigencies and conditions
of the electoral system. do not deserve to live. TIley
vitiate the free air that is needed for the hearty
growth and development oC civic organizations. In the
presence of such shameful frauds as those committed in
the districts of La Punta and Colon, the franchise and
the ballot box must be repugnant to an honest people.
The representation of the country is placed in impure
bands; it sel'ves only for the individual profit of rapa
cious adventurers.



CHAPTER XXII.

MUNICIPAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS.

To be a Provincial and Municipal elector, one must
pay $5 tax, must have resided \n the district at least two
years, or he must be a father of a family and keep a
house, or must be & professional man. The employees
of the National government, of tIle Province aud of the
Municipality, including those that have been retired,
can vote without any of the above req uisites. We see
at once the tendency to favor official preponderance.

I have said that the quota of i5 i8 required, but it
should be clearly understood that tIle law does not fix
any particular quota. The text of the law may be found
in the official Gazette of Havana. But the Captain
General then reigning, saw fit to e8tablish a minimum
of $5, and none of his followers ill these ten years, has
changed thill arbitrary ruling. (See El Problema Cul
onial ContemporClneo, Madrid, 1815. Conference deliv·
ered at the Ateneo by Mr. Eliseo Giberga.)

The functions of the Aldermen are very difficult.
They combine great responsibilities, with a lack 0'
means to discharge the dutie8.

"Councils," says the law of 1881, II will be respon
sible for the payment of taxes not collected at thE
proper time."

The Alcalde (mayor)- controls the Board of Alder.

-Alcalde 18 usually translated by mlll"or, but thl'! American reader Ihoulcl
uoderstaml that the Alcalde besides being the eltecutlve of tbe corporaUOD
18 also a representative of the Superior gavemment.-{Note by the Tranl\l,.
tor.)

(882)
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men. The governor of the Province appoints him out
of a Jist of three of their own members proposed by
the Councilmen. But the governor has the right to
go outside of this list, and even of the corporation,
when he believes that the interest of the locality de
mands it. Of course, he always believes so, when
the Cubans constitute a majority of the Coullcil. On
one occasion, the head of a squad of convicts, himself a
convict, was appointed to the place. The Aldermen
l'eceive no salary, but the Alcalde is paid by the
Council, and an opportunity is never lost of giving the
11~tegri8fa8 this plum.

General Polavieja, invented another method of get
ti ng rid of the Autonomist Alcaldes. Under the pretext
that the prevalence of brigandage required the pret!
ence of military authorities in the towns, he would reo
move the Autonomist Alcalde, and appoint in his place
l\ captain of the arm)' or of the rural police. These he
called mayors ill commission. There ill no authority
whatever for such appointments. Some Municipalities,
that of Cartagena for instance, in 1892 resented this
imposition, and made use of its prerogative, to raise a
complaint to the Captain-General. But as the Alcal
lIes have the authority to suppress all resolutions
passed by the Aldermen, the petition never l'eacht>d its
llcstination.

Ollly one-fourth of the mayors of the island are
Cubans.

The secretaries and treasurers of City Councils, are
Rlso appointed by the Governor from lists of candi
llates, submitted by the Aldermen.

The Governor has the authority to remove the
mayors and secretaries. He can suspend an Alderman
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for four months, (the Minister of the Colonies reserves
the right of removal). The Governor can appoint
councilmen when there is no quorum, or when they re
fuse to meet. He p,pproves or disapproves, the Munici
pal Budget. If he disapprove it, the corporation can
appeal to the Minister of the Colonies, but pending his
decision, the estimates, as modified by the Governor, are
adopted. Usually, the dtlcision of the Ministry arrives
too late; that is, when it can be of no use. The Gov
ernor can create Municipalities, or suppress them, or in
corporate portions of one City Council into another,
without consulting the corporations. To do this, he
must first ask for a report from the Executive Com
mittee of the Provincial Assembly, but the said Execu
tive Committee is also appointed by him.

The Electoral law does not facilitate the representa
tion of the minorities. Nor does it allow, as it does in
the Peninsula, the association of City Councils, for
affairs that are common to several municipalities, such
as the building of roads.

The law provides that there should be a City Coun
cil in towns of two thousand inhabitants, but another
law (of estimates) authorizes the Ministers of the Colo
nies, to suppress municipal organization, in any city not
having more than eight thousand inhabitants.

Such is, in a general way, the Antillian Municipal
System.

To give an idea of the class of mayors appointed by
governors, I shall quote from the following public ordi·
nance given by a Mayor of Porto Rico. The ordinance
was read by Mr. Moya in the Cortes:

"I have decided that hereafter, when my orders to
",uppress some part of a public festivity, be disobeyed
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by any con.siderable portion of the community, the city
bell shall be rung, to call upon all honest and peaceful
citizens to retire to their homes, with the understand
ing that the police will retire to their barracks, leaving
the people to themselves, and declining all responsi
bility as to the consequences."

Taking all this, and the Electoral laws, into account,
we can readily understand, how the IntegriBtaB can
manage to control the municipalities where the Cubans
are in majority, as in San Antonio de los Banos, Santi
ago de las Vegas, Giiiues Madruga, San Jose de las
Lajas. The reader can also understand now, why the
City Councils of Havana, and the different Provincial
Assemblies present the strange anomalies that we have
mentioned above.

It is needless to say that under such circumstances
the Municipal affairs are badly managed, and that
abuses are committed with impunity.

All the branches of Municipal administration are
neglected: cleanliness, street draining, hygiene, water
supply, the care of the poor, schools, police; everything,
in fact, that is essential in a city government. The
Vento Canal for the improvement of the water supply
of Havana, has been forty years constructi.ng. The
press of that city, constantly calls attention to the in
creasing mortality. The Diario de la Familia, described
that city about the middle of June, 1895, as "a city
without drainage, where the refuse finds no regular and
appropriate outlet, but rather accumulates in badly con
structed sewers, cesspools and letrines." In 1881, the
Provincial Assembly resolved to make an inspection of
the City Council of the Capital, but the Mayor and the
.Aldermen who were Integri8tQ8 objected, and were sup-
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ported by the Captain-General. The Assembly referred
the matter to the Colonial office, and u Royal Decree of
tlle 28th of May, declared that the Assembly should
have stated the reasons for such inspection. We lJeed
not say that the inspection was never made.

Councils will order sometimes arbitrarily that eighty.
five per cent. of the taxes be paid in gold. 111 other
cases, they will delay for years, the dispatch of ordinary
business, following in this, the example of the govern
ment. A short time ago, the City Council of Havana
was very near being suspended for this. Very near,
but not quite.

What does the reader think of the following abuses?
Councils are allowed to cover their deficits by special
assessments j but these must not exceed twenty per
cent. of the approved estimates. The municipalities of
Tapaste and San Jose de las Lajas, have been known to
make ficticious high estimates in order to swell these
assessments.

The Provincial Government is no better than the
Municipal.

The governor has precisely the same authority over
the Assemblies that he has over the City Councils.
He can suspend members as well 8S resolutions. He
selects the presiding officers from lists. or may disre·
gard these, and select an individual outside of the As
semhly. He appoints the Executive Committees. This
is a great power, for the Executive Committee decides
upon the qualificationll of voters. The governor, of
course, selects the Executive Committee among the
Integristas (Spanish Party) even though they may be
in the minority. The decisions of the Executive Com·
mittee, may be appealed from. to the Superior Courts of
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the district, but the members of said courts are rarely
Cubans, and their decisions usually tend to cut down
the number of Cuban voters. For this purpose, they
have disregarded the law that requires that employees
must be resident in Cuba, to have the right of suffrage.
And they have decided the question as to whether the
taxes paid to the Municipality should be counted to·
gether with the National taxes, in determining the right
to vote,-they have decided this question, I say, some·
times one way, sometimes another, according as the de
cision would favor the Spaniards or disfranchise the
Cubans.

In 1892, the Provincial Law of the Peninsula was re
formed. The Minister of the Colonies, Mr. Nuiiez de
Arce, tlied to introduce the same reform in the West
Indies, but he soon gave it up. It is painful to have to
censure the political inconsistencies, (and I have not
mentioned all of those he was guilty of in connection
with Cuba) of a man whom I admire as a poet, and
esteem as a gentleman, and to whom I am very grateful
for personal attentions. But why did he not add to
his literl1ry laurels, the honor of redeeming the injustice
done by his countrymen, to a people of his own race?
What a poem he might have written, wherein he might
have figured as the Redeemer of oppressed Cuba!

Neither the City Councils, nor the Assemblies, have
sufficient revenues for the discllarge of their obliga.
tions, among which, one C?f the most important is, to pro
vide for public education. We have seen how neglected,
this branch of public service is. The Assemblies de
rive their income from the Municipalities, bnt they may
also make special assessments. "There is not one single
public work in Cuba that owes its existence to the As-
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semblies." The Provincial Assembly of Havana has
"only been able to establish a School of Industrial Art,
in the portals of the palace occupied by that body."
Such il:l the uselessness of these corporations, that nearly
all of them in 1894 asked for their own dissolution.
Strange kind of suicide I Excepting for their Rppear
ance in public ceremonies, the country is scarcely aware
of the existence of these anaemic bodies.

Occasionally, the government yields to the Munici
palities some of its revenues. Whenever such sources
of revenue have become really profitable, the control of
the Municipality over them, has been withdrawn. Such
was the case, for instance, when the tax on alcoholic
drinks was raised by 50 per cent. Such is the case also
in the estimates for 1894-95 with the impost on meat
consumption. One serious obstacle to the proper ad
ministration of city finances, is found in the fact that
the municipal estimates cannot be made out until the
general or national estimates are finished, so that the
city does not know each year, what sources of revenue
may be utilized on the following year. The sources
usually open for this purpose Rre : imposts on industries,
on patents, an additional tax to the national taxes on
rural and city property, imposts on eatables, drinkables
and combustibles, personal papers, consumption of meat,
and finally, special assessments to cover deficits. Any
of these may be closed by Ministerial action. To com
plete the picture I have been drawing, I shall have to re
fer to some recent occurrences. One should think that
at least during the progress of the war, the government
should endeavor to prove to peaceful communities, that
it desires to respect the law and public opinion. Now
the method that the government has adopted, to do this,
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has been to order the retirement of one-half of all the
councilmen, and that the number be substituted by in
dividuals, taxpayer' or not, appointed by the governor.
This has been done ill opposition to Article XCII. of
the Electoral Law, which provides "that if at the ap
pointed date a new council be not elected, the old
council shall continue in office until a new one be
eJected."

The Integristas have been at their old tricks up to
the very last. In November, 1895, they succeeded in
excluding from the electoral lists, five thousand llames
of Cubans whose right had never been challenged.
This was done with the approval of the Committees
and Mayors.

All this is of little importance now to the Revolu
tionists. But it is one fact more to prove the irrecon.
cilable disposition of our enemies.



CHAPTER XXIII.

SPANISH BUREAUORACY.

II As long 8S there is a shoemaker of Castile with biB mnle fn the
province of La Mancha, 110 long will that shoemaker with his mule
have the right to govern the whole of America."

AGUIRRE, Auditor of Mexico.

EUROPEANS claim as an established fact, their supe
riority over Americans. especially SpauiNh Americans.

It canuot ue denied, that iu a general way, European
societies enjoy a higher civilization than we do. It
would be a disgrace, indeed, if this were not so, as they
represellt the accumulated efforts of centuries, and they
are the exponents of an illtellectual inheritance of an
dent parentage. But what may be true of societies is
not necessarily true of individuals. Because Europe is
more ad vanced than Latin America, it is no reason why
every European, should be a superior man to every
Latin American. Even if he were, we might be will
ing to grant it of a Frenchman, an Englishman, 01' of a
German, unt of the Spaniards, why? Is not Spain as
far behind in many respects as Latin America. and in
some respects more so? But even if Spain did stand
with those nations at the head of the world, her supe·
riority would give her no right to lay claim to the pre
rogatives that are ours, as men and citizens.

In the early days of the conquest, the disdain felt by
the Spaniards, was excusable because it was directed
toward the indigenous races. Not that the conquerers
were in every re!lpect snperior to the Indian, for we

(340)
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have good authority for the belief that the pre-Colum
bian civilization had some points of ad vantage over the
one imported by the Spaniards, uut that the latter be
lieved that they were superior, because they came from
a world where there certainly wcre superior men.
Those that came over, valued themselves equally with
those who were left behind, and thus they came to im
agine that they themselves were the ones that had reo
mained in the Mother Country-a strange delusion that
exists to this day. They compared themselves with the
Indians, and subsequently with the negroes, and felt
proud of their elevation.

With the march of time, the Anglo-Saxon has modi
fied, not his judgment, but at least his methods. He
continues to believe himself superior, and for this reason
has not mixed with the indigenous or the negro race.
The Englishman, however, without admitting an intel
lectual equality with these, has been prompt to concede
the equality before the law. The Colonial policy of the
British, is founded upon this acknowledgement.

Not so the Spaniards. Eight centuries of struggles
with the Moors, seem to have petrified in their brains
an idea of superiority that has become now impossible
to eradicate. Scat'cely had that struggle terminated,
when the Spaniards entered into a new one with the
American Indians. The enemy was a new one, but
the guiding spirit of the strife was the same, or rather,
it became intensified, because the new adversaries were
jnferior to those that had been conquered at Granada.
Once the Indian being overcome, the prejudgment of
Spanish preeminence, seeking new fields, fell upon the
Americans of European origin, who, as descendants of
the invaders, must be subject to tutelage.
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•
One other oiroumstance came to fix this acoursed

superstition j namely, the need of money by the Court,
to maintain its splendor and its European wars, and
the individual greed of the conquerors. It is evident·
that the continent could not be robbed of its wealth,
in the name of justice and equality. It must be
robbed, however, and to justify the plundering, it be
came necessary to invoke a right founded on superiority
of race.

There is a recent circular of a governor of the
Philippine Islands which exhibits the gestation of this
disdain that I am speaking of, as it rose and developed
in the early days of the American conquest. The cir
cular is worth reading:

" This Government observes with concern, that the
indigenous population not only fails to salute the Penin
sular Spaniards they meet on the streets, but also fails
to give homage, and the tokens of respect, to instituted
authorities. and to individuals who represent the public
administration.

"Whereas, This show of disrespect involves, also. an
. evidence of ingratitude on the part of the natives, to
I ward the descendants of the illustrious men. to whom

they owe their moral and religious education. as well
as the benefits of civilization, and

"Whereas, I am authorized by Article 610 of Title
5, of the Penal Code of these islands, I hereby order,

"First. That every Indian, without regard to cla88 or
social position. must uncover his head when meeting on
the street any public functionary of the Government or
of the J uuicial, Ecclesiastic or Administrative services.

"Second. In the same manner every Indian shall un·
cover his head on passing a Peninsular SpaD~
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"Third. An infraction of the law will be punished
by a fine of $5, or in default thereof, by imprisonment
and forced labor, to pay for the amount of the fine.

"Fourth. You will have announced, in the language
of the country, for three consecutive nights the above
order.

" You will acknowledge receipt of the same, and place
it on file as ordered.

"C.ABLOS PERARANDA.
"Lingayen, May 29th, 1891."

The poor Indians of th e Philippine Islands may
console themselves. We are familiar with such circu
lars in Cuba. Here follows one of not very old date.

The Governor of Sancti Spiritus reporting to the
Captain-General said:

"YOUR EXCELLENOY: A few days ago, on the occasion
of the laying of the corner stone of the religious school
belonging to the Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Mr. PilS y
Faura, delivered a speech in which he said: 'We
deeply lament that the benefits that this Common
wealth will derive from the establishment in our midst- .
of tIle Sisters of the Sacred Heart, will be restricted to
certain classes only, while the others (he alluded to the
Colored population) who live now as pariahs, are for.
gotten and left in their ignorance.' How can we,
Your Excellency, prevent such utterances. And this
is not all, for you should know that this writer has
dared to call common artisans and .laborers, by the
pompous title of Honest Children of the people."

There are many, who believe that previous to the
emancipation of the American Continent, the Spaniards
oom on American soil, were treated on an equal footing

20
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with those born in Europe. To disprove this, it il, not
necessary to consult the whole history of the Spanish
domination in America, nor is it necessary 'to read Lo.
Precur.ore. de la independencia de Ohile, by Amunate
gui, nor the Noticia. Secreta. of Mr. Jorge Juan and
Mr. Antonio de Ulloa. For this purpose it is only
necessary to read the Acts of the Regency and the
Cortes of Cadiz. The Decree of the Regency, issued
June 22d, 1809, declared that Americans should be
placed on an equal footing with the Peninsulars. It is
needless to say that they could not have been on an
equal footing, when such a decree became necessary.
The same was recognized by honest Quintana, in the
proclamation given by the Regency on the 24th of
February, 1810. Even then, however, certain limita
tions were placed upon the Electoral laws which did
not prevail in the Peninsula.

With respect to Cuba, it is also easy to prove, that
the differences established, were not the result of fears
that the island might follow the example of the Con
tinental countries. The erudite writer, Mr. Alfredo
Zayas, has sho.wn in his elaborate study entitled E.
paiiole. 11 (Jubano. (Spaniards and Cubans) that preju
dices and suspicions toward the Cubans, were enter·
tained as early as the Eighteenth Century. Mr. Zayas
has shown, that Captain-General Luis de las Casas was
distrusted and accused, because he identified himself
with Cuban opinion, in ever)·thing that tended to the
progress of the island. Mr. Zayas also reminds us, that
at the beginning of the present century Someruelos be
came mistrustful, and gave up the scheme for the
creation of a Rural Cavalry Militia, composed of na.
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tives. He finally created a corps of volunteers in
Havana composed of Spaniards.

We have been tllen, the object of eternal suspicion
even befOl'e the upl'isiug on the American Continent,
This being so, and the Cubans being looked upon lUI

disloyal, naturally all the prerogatives and the privi
leges wel'e granted to the Spaniardll " of the first class,"
that is, our transatlantic brethren.

We have a palpable proof of all this, in the matter of
public appointments. With very rare exceptions, the
Captains-General, the Intendents, the Bishops, the Dig
nital"ies of the Church, the Governors of the Provinces,
the Pl'esidents and Magistrates of the Courts of Jus
tice, the naval and military officers, even the constables
and porters are all Spaniards. The Cubans occupy
only minor clerkships of little importance aud less sal·
aries. When a Cuban is found occupying some exalted
position, it may be taken for granted that he has been
so appointed on the tacit or explicit understanding, that
he must have renounced his allegiance to the legitimate
aspirations of the Cuban people, not only toward inde
pendence. which goes as a matter of course, but also
toward a more moderate self-government within the
Spanish Empire.

We can find evidence enough of the exclusion of the
Cubans, iii any of the departments of the government.
Let us select, for instance, though it is one of tIle least
important, the department of communications--the pos
tal and telegraph services. Article VII., of the Statutes
of May 22d, 1890, reads:

"The post of Administrator-General, which also in
cludes that of Inspector-General of telegraphs, must be
filled from the staff of the Peninsula,"
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This means that a Cuban cannot be an Administrator
General.

Article XI. reads,
"Within the respective services into which the de

I partment is divided, the Chiefs shall be selected by
seniority, but in case of equality of dates, the prefer.
ence shall be given to an appointee from the Peninsula."

This means that he who is born in the heart of Spain,
always has the advantage.

According to the law of October 12th, 1890, certain
offices can only be filled by graduates of the ColoJtial
School, in the Central University of Madrid. Very few
Cubans, of course, can have this qualification.

The same law gave the Governor·General of the
Island, the authority to appoint residents of the Island
to be officers of the fifth class, but the Minister of the
Colonies; reserved the right to confirm or not these ap
pointments.

I must here quote the words of the Spanish writer
already referred to, Mr. Conte (see LaB a.piracione. del
Partido Liberal en Cuba. Chap. SO.):

I " As an evidence of the stupid policy followed by the
nation, in the matter of public appointments for the
Colonies, I shall refer without comment to the follow
ing facts. It is well known that Cubans were only ap
pointed to minor clerkships, from which they were
rarely, if ever, promoted. By Royal Decree of Oc
tober 2d, 1887, the Governor-General was aut.horized to
appoint officers of the fifth class, apparently with the
intention that they might be selected, by promotions,
from the minor clerkships. This was looked upon as a
change of policy in favor of the Cubans. The fact of
the matter was, that the officers of the fifth class OODe
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tinned to come from the Peninsula, for the Captain
General was practically forced to accept nominations
from the Mother Country. Very soon, however, it be
came unnecessary to beat the devil around the bush in
this manner. A subsequent Royal Order, authorized
the subsecretary of the Colonies, to sign these commis~

sions, and to declare vacancies at discretion. As a mat·
ter of fact,. the officers even of the fifth class are Span
iards. It is proposed now to abolish the minor clerk
ship, and transfer the officers of the fifth class, to that
position. So that even these insignificant appointments,
will be withdrawn from the Cubans."

This was published in Havana in 1890. On the 29th
ot May of the same year, the Marqnis of Moro asl{ed
in the Senate, why the Captain-General had been de
prived of the authority (we have seen that it never was
more than a nominal authority) to appoint subaltern
officers out of the resident population, " provided their
salaries do not exceed '1,800 a year?" And he further
asked why "all these appointments, and even those of
porters, are made by the Minister of the Colonies?"

That no reforms have been introduced since 1890, is
shown by the conferences delivered at the Ateneo of
Madrid in 1895. The fact was admitted there, by Mr.
Tiburcio Perez Castaneda of the Union Constitucional,
or Spanish Party.

To all this the IntegriBtaB will argue as usual: "Then
all that you want is public office." "And you, what
do you want?" we might very briefly answer.

The Cubans do not go across the sea to ask for posi
tions there; but in our own conntry, in the land of our
birth, fertl1ized by the sweat of our brows, where the
peblic treasury feeds on the wealth drawn from the soil
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by a few thousand Spaniards, and a million and a half
of Cubans j it is but natural that the natives should ask
themselves, whether they too, are not able to adu, sub
tract, multiply, divide, write documents, prepare stat
utes, formulate provisions, organize post offices and
telegraphs, apply customs duties, fill mayor's offices,
write pastoral letters.

The ambition to serve one's own country, is nothing
to be ashamed of, on the contrary it is honorable. If
our enemies see in it nothing but the pecuniary re
muneration, why do so many Spaniards come in search
of that remuneration? Indeed the question is not of
the mere filling of public offices. Many of us who
censure the favoritism shown by the government,
would not be willing to accept a public office from it j

but this does not remove the fact that the systematic
exclusion of our compatriots, is an undeservld humili
ation, and against this contumely, we raise our voices in
the name of principles, not of salaries. At the rise and
fall of every ministry, steamer aftel' steamer arrives in
the island with hordes of office-holders who come to
get their salaries from $SO upwards, and the departing
steamers carry back hordes of those who are out of
office, so that they cross in mid ocean like swarms of
locusts. One might imagine that the Philips of Austria
have come to life, and that the Spanish Moors Bre being
once more expelled from the Peninsula. These people
have no knowledge of the country and cannot love it.
They have no families there, no attachments of any
kiuds. They come with tile fixed ueterminatioll to
make a fortune, "honestly if they can, but at all events,
to make a fortune," liS Horace says; and the Cuban
watches from his native shore the coming and the
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going of the adventurers who, he well knows, will live
in state far above their wages, sapping the channels of
wealth produced by the labors of the Colonists.

Adventurers, yes! The Spanish General Azcarraga,
called them such, speaking before Parliament on May
24th, 1890:

" We practice as a system the appointing of ad
venturers to go to Cuba, who remain there a couple of
years and return to display their fine equipages and
gamble on the exchange. Men who lose their fortunes
as easily as they make them, and are sent back once
more to their plunder, or who, if they meet with some
mishap in their adventures, have instituted against them
legal proceedings that are soon forgotten, in the success
of some new promotion."

The monopoly does not exist only in the public
offices. El PaiB, March 8th, 1892, declared that it was
informed of the existence of commercial societies under
written agreement to give no employment to the natives
of the country. Even where there is no such agree
ment, this may be looked upon as the general practice.

III foreign countries, in the American Republics, in
Europe, it is, that the Cuban can find a field for his
energy, a reward for his efforts, laurels for his achieve
ments. In his native soil he belongs to an inferior
race. He is simply a material to be worked.

If the public officers who come from Spain were only
competent J Or if they were only incompetent, and
nothing worse.



CHAPTER XXIV.

THE LEGEND OF THE SUBSIDIES.

"Cuba lived fQr nearly three centuries ou subsidies appropriated br
the Spanish Treasury."-Fabie, Minister of the Colonies.

Meeting of the Cortes, July 15th, '91.

In his work on the needs of Cuba, (LaB NeceridadeB
de Ouba) Mr. Jacobo de 180 Pezuela strikes the following
fine balance of accounts (see page 38: )

From the date of the discovery of America to 1820,
Cuba cost Spain about $167,000,000. From 1821 to
1826, Cuba paid her own 4!xpenses. In 1827, Cuba be
gan to reimburse the nation, and it may be estimated
that she did so at the rate of $2,500,000 annually, until,
in 1865, she had paid 189,107,287, and still remained a
debtor in $78,000,000.

Before looking into this method of casting accounts,
let us take a. general view of the mean Colonial prej
udices of Spanish statisticians.

The antiquated notion that the only use that a
Colony can be put to, is the direct abstraction of money
for the Mother Country, was buried long ago in the
graveyard of history, by the nations that know what
they are about. Colonies are not founded nowadays
for exploitation, but to expand the influence of the race,
and of civilization; to develop commerce with mutual
benefit to the metropolis and the colony; to establish
an outlet for the excess of population; to diminish
pa.uperism; to spread the fatherland over the 8urface

(862)
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of the earth j colonization, then, has to-day a human.
itarian object.

In past centuries these were not the dominating
ideas. Selfishness ruled the hour then; but all nations
have modified their ways since that time with the ex
ception of Spain.

I find it stated in a masterly work of Mr. Jose del
Perojo, that England stands responsible for an outlay
on her colonies of £262,000,000, and that she expends
annually on her dependencies £2,200,000 without
counting the maintenance of maritime stations, arsenals
and fleets, which cost her £8,600,000. Holland pays
1,500,000 florins for the administrative service of her
colonies and covers their deficits amounting sometimes
to 15,000,000. France expends annually 92,000,000
francs on her possessions, without including Algiers,
China, Tonquin and Anam. After studying these fig
ures, can Spain still talk of the amount she .imagines
that Cuba owes her?

But now let us look more carefully into these fanci
ful accounts of Mr. Pezuela.

I shall begin by quoting from another book of the
same anthor-Diccionario GeograJico, EBtad'tltico, His
t6rico de Cuba by Pezuela, Vol. 111., page 375:

"The strongest head, the most patient and diligent
investigator, would be lost in the endeavor to clear up
the accounts of Cuba, during the first two centuries of
her colonial life. So confusing are the data concern
ing her revenues, her expenses and the subsidies re
ceived from the National Treasury." If it be so diffi
cult a matter, how has the author succeeded so well ?
How can the reader place any reliance on his state
menta?



854 SUBSIDIES.

To show the inaccuracy of his conclusions, 1 shall
divide into three epochs the history of the Spanish
domination in Cuba.*

First Epoch. From the time of the discovery of
I America to the date of the first Bituado. or subsidies
from Mexico.

Second Epoch. The Bituado•.
Third Epoch. After the last .ituado.

FIRST EPOCH. FROM 1492 TO 1556.

During the first nineteen years after the discovery,
Spain paid no attention to Cuba. The occupation of
the Island did not commence until 1511.

According to Mr. Pezuela, the government had to
forward '20,000 annually up to 1556 to cover the deficit
of the revenues. This makes a total of 35900,000 in
forty-five years.

But we find on page 738 of the same' dictionary of
Pezuela, that from 1525 to 1763, Cuba shipped to Spain
t1,185,OOO, which more than balances the account.

Even before 1525, Cuba had already paid money into
,the National Treasury. The latter was exhausted by
I the wars sustained in Europe. The pecuniary crisis of
the early years of the reign of Philip II. is 110t the onl,}'
one that Spain has been through. The Royal Academ,}'
of History has published a Royal Inatruction addressed
from Logrofio to the treasurer, Pero Nufiez de Guzman
in August 20th, 1521, calling upon him to forward to
Seville, all the gold, pearls and other products of the
revenues, that belonged to the Crown.

• Most of the data used In this cha.pter are taken from a valuable confer
ence published by Mr. Mauuel Vlllanov.. entl\led La lhptotacfon de tlmI
QllontG.
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If Cuba was a sOl}rce of expense, how is it that Pero
NiIl1ez was instructed to make remittances?

SECOND EPOCH. THE SITUADOS FROM 1556 TO 1810.

The complete account of the treasures that were sent
from Mexico to Cuba has never been published, nor is
it to be supposed that Spain would care much to have
exhibited her capacity for plunder. Whatever the
amount may have been, we are now especially inter
ested to learn something concerning the UHe it was put
to. Here follows the distribution made of the last
Bituado or subsidy received in Havana from Vera Cruz
on the 5th of July, 1810.

For San Domingo, $25,000.00
" Porto Rico, 25,000.00
" . Florida, 25,000.00
" Philadelphia, 91,619.25
" Fortifications, 16,666.75
" Deposit for the Pueblo Regiment, 16.666.62i
" Deposit for the Mexican Regiment, 16.666.62~

" General deposits for the Navy, 50,000.00
" Gratifications, 199.93f

" Total, $266,819.181

Such were the famous Bituado8. They were indeed
consigned to Havana as a distributing centre for San
Domingo, Porto Rico. Florida, the Mosquito Coast, etc.,
as had been ordered by Philip II., on September 18th,
1584. When these Mexican rents were behind time,
they were frequently advanced from the money chests
of Havana, and they were not always returned. Yet it
is pretended that the whole of the amount was ex-
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pended on Cuba. As we have seen, a goodly part was
devoted to the army and navy. and another portion to
fortifications. Spain was at war with other monarchies,
and she was obliged to defend her colonies against them,
as well as against the freebooters who attacked the
Island, in pursuit of ships laden with treasures. that
touched at the Cuban ports on the way to the Penin
sula. Other sums were devoted to pay annuities to
some of the conquerors. A Royal Order dated No.
vember 20th, 1536, at Valladolid, for instance, provided
for the annual payment of 1500 from the Cuban Treas
ury. to Hernando Col6n during his lifetime. There
were also the expenses of the Spanish Legation in the
United States, the factory of cigars, and the expeditions
of the Eighteenth Century against the English posses
sions. Is it any wonder that the revenues were not
sufficient?

That some portion of this outlay contributed to the
security of the island, there can be no doubt. But
these are national expenditures for the maintelll~nceof
the sovereign power, and the integrity of the territory;
they were not applied to develop the colony, as it is
evidently intended to make it appear. As to the in
cursions of the Buccaneers, it must be stated that in
defending themselves against these. the Cubans sacri
ficed also their lives and properties.

Nor should we forget that the fiscal accounts now
under discussion, never included the special subscrip
tions raised for the crown under the imposing name of
'Voluntary donations ;-the voluntary element was quite
mythical. There are records of such donations in l5.S0
under Charles V. In 1780 the king asked for a contri
bution of '1 from every freeman and $2 from every

_I
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nobleman. The Intendent, J. I. de Uniza, made the
voluntary tax include women, "for," said he, "though
the Royal Schedule appears to address itself only to
men, I bethought myself of the fact that this term is
used sometimes, to include the other sex." Thus gram
mar was made an accomplice of cupidity.

One of these voluntary subscriptions is dllscribed in
such amusing language, that we must insert the whole
quotation.

"Gordoqui observed that the king had deigned his
condescension to the patriotic intentions of his" dear
Spanish subjects" and had most graciously admitted
the great sums that their "well-known loyalty and
generous patriotism" had tendered for the support of
the war against France; and Garroqui further stated
that" as his majesty could not doubt for a moment but
that the sentiments of his loyal American subjects
would be the same; and as the distance of the Ameri
can possessions from the seat of government would de
lay a long while the tender of their donations, and their
proper application, he had resolved to authorize the
General Visitor and Intendent of Cuba, to order that
the money chests be opened to receive all the offerings
that the prelates, the religious communities of different
kinds, and all persons zealous in the service of their re
ligion and country, might be pleased to put at the dis
posal of his majesty for the prosecution of a war main
tained for the honor of God and His church and for hu
manity and public order. .. These donations commenced
on the 1st of July, 1793, and by 1798 they amounted
to '245,559 and one real, including $100,000 ceded by
the Ayuntamiento of Havana, as a surplus of the funds
devoted to the armament and outfit of the militia."
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A11 of this llappened long before 1827, which is the
date fixed by Mr. Pezuela as the commencement of re
imbursements by the colony, to the Metropolis. He fur
gets, however, to take notice of it, as he forgets alISo to
mention, the proceeds from the properties of the Jesuits
who had been expelled by Charles III., and he forgets
also the revenues of the indulto cuadrageBimal * which
had been extended to the Indies at the end of the
eighteenth century, and which were also thrown into
the Metropolitan whirlpool.

THIRD EPOCH. AFTER THE SITUADOS FROM: 1811 TO

THE PRESENT TIME.

Mr. Pezuela states, that after 1827, the remittances
from Cuba to Spain amounted to a total of $87,000,000.
We might take him at his word and let this go, but we
prefer to adhere to historical truth.

From 1823 to 1855, the Madrid government was in the
habit of drawing 011 the treasury in Havana. When
the drafts exceeded the amounts ill hand, it was custo
mary to charge the interest 011 the treasury of the
island. The total of these drafts amounted in 1855 to
$58.140,334. Since 1856, the Cuban remittances began
to figure in the Budget as an item, under the head of
BurpluB from the colonieB,. as if there could be a surplus

. in a country where there are no public works.
We can estimate then:

Dates.
Up to 1855.

1856.
1857.
1858.

Remittances.
858,140,884

8,052,145
8,129,858
4,084,889

• A t&J: on cbllrcb dl!pensatlonl.
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Dates.
1859.
1860.
1861. . . .
1862 and first half of '63
1863-64
1864-65
1865-66

Total.

Remittances.
5,693,770
3,413,317
1,444,346
1,109,039

21,707
1.051

2,125,485

182,165,436

859

• $ 199,079
1,776,825
2,791,788
3,370,475

• $8,138,167

Adding the remittances made up to 1868, the com·
mencement of the first Cuban war, we can make a
round total of '86,000,000, or three millions less than
the amount calculated by Mr. Pezuela up to 1865.
After all, it is very probable that neither Mr. Pezuela,
nor Mr. Villanova gives us a full insight into the true
amount of the extortion, but J shall take Mr. Villano
ova's figures, because they are somewhat lower.

The amounts paid by Cuba to maintain the Spanish
occupation of San Domingo and the invasion of Mexico,
are shown in the following table from the pamphlet La
Honra de Espana en (JulJa, published in New York by
myself in 1871. In

1861 .
1863-63.
1863-64.
1865-64. •

Total. •

According to Mr. Villa-Amil, the debt incurred on
tl4s amount had not been paid in 1868.

The Cuban estimates were also unduly charged with
the expenses of the war with Chile and Peru; with the
maintenance of the Diplomatic and Consular services in
America, and of the Penal Colonies of Fernando Po
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and Ceuta. These drains on the Cuban treasury, can
not be estimated at less than ten millions. The convict
settlements of Africa alone, demanded one million in
one year.

The so-called Cuban debt resulting from the last war,
consumes from $10,000,000 to $12,000,000 a year of the
revenues.

SUMMARY.

Remittances from Spain to Cuba up to
1820. . . • • . . . • • • • .1167,000,000

We have seen that less than seven per
cent. was invested in Cuba. I might,
therefore, deduct ninety-seven per cent.
I prefer, however, to err on the other
side, and shall only deduct seventy-five
per cent. Subtract, therefore. • • • 125,250,000

Amount invested in Cuba . • . • •..• 41,750,000
Remittances fmm Cuba to Spain from 1827

to 1868. . . . •• •..•. 86,000,000
Expeditions to Mexico and San Domingo

up to 1865. • . . . • • . . . • 8,138,167
Debts for the same j expenses of the war

in Peru and Chile j Diplomatic and Con
sular services in America, and African
convict services. . . . . . . . • 10,000,000

Interests on debt to the United States paid
since 1841 and in which Cuba is not con-
cerned. • . . . • . . . . •. 1,500,000

Charges of the debt incurred in the Cuban
War. (See chapter on Debt in this
book) . . • • . • . . •. . 145,000,000

Total contributed by Cuba to Spain. • .'260,688,167
Spanish expenses in Cuba . • . • • • 41,750,000

Balance chargeable to Spain • . • • .1208,888,167



L
D I vCoogle



b\Googlc



SUBSIDIES. 868

Deduct from this what you please, as the quota that
Cuba should contribute to the National debt, and other
general charges; but add all the ,expenses that, not be.
ing local, but rather pertaining to the State, should not
appear in the Colonial estimates of expenses j add also
the subscriptions raised in the island in times of need,- I

and I do not refer here to the many charitable subscrip
tions in cases of public calamities-but I refer to the
Napoleonic Wars, during which Mr. Pezuela estimates
that more than five thousand men were equipped and
maintained, by contributions from Cuba. Also, during
the war with Morocco, Cuba is said to have contributed
nearly as much as Spain, and she gave also generously
during the Carlist Wars. Add all this to the plunder,
both legal and illegal, and let any candid mind decide
whether Cuba, instead of being in debt to the Mother
Country, has not been really placed in a state of per.
petual plunder and rapine.

21
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CHAPTER XXV.

CUBA NOT A CHARGE TO THE NATION.

The attempt is being made, to create the impression
that Cuba is Ii charge to Spain, and that the latter's
motive for retaining the island is national pride alone.
Statements to this effect were made when the Will'

broke out, by Spanish statesmen, in interviews pub
lished in North American papers; and on tho 12th of
}4~ebrual'Y, twelve days before the uprising, Mr. Silvela
stated in the COl'tes, that for several years Cuba had
been living on the credit of the metropolis.

The truth is, that up to 1868, Cuba had been shipping
to Spain. the BurpluB of the OolonieB mentioned in the
last chapter. and that the Insurgents of Yam stopped
up thil~ outlet. If this is what the statesmen refer to,
then they have mistaken the part for the whole.

We have seen already how Cuban products have
Ito pay in Spain, transit and consumption duties. The
products' of minor importance are admitted free, but
the important ones pay more than their value in the
Cuban markets. The value of these importations in
1894, amounting to $6,000,000, we may estimate that
the duties imposed on them amollnt to about 16,000,000
also.

The tobacco monopoly in the Peninsula, yields about
'19,000,000 annually, as we are told by the manager of
this rent, Mr. Eleuterio Delgado.

The balance of trade, that is, the di1ference between
(864)
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the '25,000,000 worth of merchandise shipped from
Spain to Cuba, and the $6,000,000 sent from Cuba. to
Spain, amounted in 1894 to $19,000,000.

The frauds in the CUt;tomll, according to Mr. Dolze,
amount to '8,000,000 ~ Jear.

The amounts of other frauds ..... those who enjoy
the profits can tell us something about them.

Of courlle it is not easy to find data in the Custom
Houses of the Peninsula, with reference to foreign mer
chandise that is imported into Spain, to be reshipped
to Cuba as Spanillh merchandise. Some millions, no
doubt.

The total represents 152,000,000 annually, as a known
quantity, plus two rather disquieting unknown quanti
ties.

The sums forwarded by officeholders and merchants
to their families, make up a considerable item. All to
the employees, we can form some sort of an idea by
reading the following list of salaries paid in Cuba. The
list is taken from the Journal of the Cortes.

•

Captain-General • •
Director-General of Finance
Archbishop of Santiago
Bishop of Havana .
Commanding officer of the Navy
President of the Supreme Court •
Lieutenant Captain-General
Governor of Havana .
First Secretary of the Government
A Field Marshal
A Brigadier General
A Colonel .
A Lieutenant Colonel • •
A Brigadier on duty has besides a gratifica-

tion of. • • •

150,000
18,500
18,000
18,000
16,932
15,000
15,000
8,000
8,000
7,500
4,500
8,450
2,700

600
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Other Officers of Staff, a gratification of •
A Captain of a first-class ship
A Captain of a frigate
A First Lieutenant
A Second U • • •

A Chief of Administration of the First Class
" "" " " ... Second "
" "" " " " Third "

Collector of Customs
Postmaster •
Administrator of Lotteries

375
6,360
4,560
8,370
2,280
5,000
4,000
3,000
4,000
5,000
4,000

The Colonial office in Madrid receives $98,000 a year
from Cuba. Porto Rico and the Philippine Islands
contribute with separate quota.

Some of the colonial officers are furnished with quar
ters, and are well provided for their expenses. Accord
ing to Mr. Pezuela, in his book Nece8idade8 de Ouha,
the Captain-General received at that time 1)10,000 for
this object, besides a magnificent palace with lighting,
domestic service, forage, and a magnificent Ilummer
residence near Havana. The salary of the President of
the United States at the same time was $25,000. It
has been doubled now, but it is doubtful whether his
accessory allowances, can rival those of the Pro-Consul
of Cuba.

The force of circumstances, the increasing poverty of
the island, and the adage that no one can give what he
has not, have brought about some reduction in these
expenses. The Captain-General, for instance, receives
only $45,000. His secretary, $7,000 (the Vice Presi
dent of the United States only receives '9,000). This
reduction, however, was announced as temporary.
Gomez aud Maceo no doubt will settle the matter.

On the 20th of September, 1869, La Voz de C'tcba of

----'
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Havana, published an article which is quite applicable
to the present time. I copy the following paragraphs:

" Though the internal commerce of Spain amounts to
almost nothing, the export commerce with the Antilles
amounts to about 125,000,000. There are a thousand
ships engaged in this trade. The ports of Coruna,
Ferrol, Santander, Cadiz, Bilbao, Malaga, Valencia, and
Barcelona are the depots of this great traffic. Twelve
thousand seamen receive employment, and more than
oue hundred thousand Spanish artisans. All the
Spanish merchants of the Atlantic and Mediterranean
coasts, have branch houses in the ports of Cuba, richer
than those of the Empire of Brazil. All the money
in the wodd, cannot compensate us for the ruin of aU
this.

"The value of landed property in the hands of Span·
iards, amounts to millions of dollars, and the imports
and exports, amount to over $150,000,00. Were Cuba
lost to Spain, this whole Spanish popUlation would won·
der in misery over the globe."

I have said that these lines written a quarter of a cen
tury ago, are opportune at the present time. The Min
ister of the Colonies appointed an extra Parliamentary
Commission, early in 1895, to study the Cuban tariff, a
subject that has been studied, criticized and condemned
from time immemorial by Tnsular corporations, com·
missions of the Cortes, Committees of Information, In
tendents of the Treasury, and by the press and private
individuals. There is no nation in the world, where the
Ministers are more given to studying, and with less
profit than in Spain. At any rate, the Minister at the
time, Mr. Abarzuza, was once more on study bent, and
proposed to create the aforesaid commission. An In.
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dustrial Association of Barcelona however, telegraphed
at once to the Minister as follows:

"MINISTER OF THE COLONIES:

" This Association has seen with l'rofOllnd alarm
the project of tariff reforms for the Antilles, fearing
that uuties lDay be imposed on Peninsular products, 01'

removed from foreign products.
.. The life of our home production, and our export

tra(le is sustained by the West Indian commerce.
"The cotton manufacturers alone, export annually to

Cuba one million five hundred thousand pieces, and set
in Illotion eight thousand factories, and five huudred
thousand looms.

.. The labor crisis that might follow, and the great in
terests that are involved, advise that the Peninsular
producers be properly represented, in the debate on this
question of life and death.

.. Trusting to your patriotism and broad views,
" With great respect,

" President of the Ass'n, Romani."

Beside this, other industrial and agricultural associa
tions from Cataluiia, from Viscaya, Giiipuzcoa, Astu
rias, Malaga, Salamanca, telegraphed to the Minister,
expressing themselves in the same manner.

The reader, we hope, will now be able to think for
himself when he is told that Cuba is a charge to Spain,
that Spain has no need of her Colony, aud that she
strives to uphold her domination, simply for the sake of
historical traditions, glorious memories, national de
corum, etc. The reader will clearly see that there is
something behind all this. The truth is, that Cuba
could do very well without Spanish commerce. She
has markets of her own where she could sell and buy, at
better terms than in the Iberic peninsula. When
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Cuba shall be free, she may still find it convenient to
purchase the industrial and agricultural products of
Spain, but it certainly shall be on very different condi
tions from the present ones. The seventeen and a half
millions of European Spaniards, are indeed the ones
who feel threatened with poverty and death, if they
lose the forced clientage of one million two thousand
whites, and four hundred thousand blacks in Cuba.
2\c dixi.ti.

Before finishing this chapter I wish to make a cor
rection.

The Spanish paper last quoted, speaks of an exodus
of Spaniards, and of ruin. Phantoms of the mind!
We hate not the Spaniards because they are Spaniards.
All that we ask is, that they live in Cuba subject to the
law, and without humiliating us by the prerogatives
that are showered upon them, by the government. It
is against that government, that we are making war.
It is the government that we wish to get rid of. There
never has been, and I believe there never will be, a
Spaniard, who, if he wish to win the affections of the
Cubans either collectively or individually_ Clm not do
so very easily.



CHAPTER XXVI.

PUBLIC EBTIMATES-REVENUES.

IT is an axiom in economics, that imposts should not
affect capital, but only the profits of the capital. When
these are affected at a rate above twelve per cent. cap
ital suffers, emigrates, and society is thre~tened with
ruin.

According to the official data give by Mr. Bernardo
Portuondo, in the Revi.la de E'pa'iifJ (CIII., :431) the
clear income of Cuba, in her last period of prosperity,
did not exceed '48,500,000.

When the estimates of 1888 and 1889, were being dis
cussed in the Cortes on the 21st of May, 1888, the
Autonomist Deputy, Mr. R. Montoro, affirmed "with·
out fear of contradiction" that the proportion of the
general amount of the imposts, to the sum total of the
profits, or general iucome of the country, was sixty per
cent. or at least fifty per ceut. He referred to a report
of the Association of Planters of Havana, according to
which, official figures fixed at $39,600,000, the amount
of that general income, "and the imposts of all kinds
absorbed the whole of that income." The author
further quoted the opinions of several Spanish authori
ties. The Senator, Mr. Tunon, valued the general in·
come at from thirty-five million to forty-five million
dollars. The same opinion was expressed by Mr. Cal
betOn, and General Pando had spoken some days previ
ously, as follows:

(870)
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"It is impossible to abuse any more, I shall not say
the patience, but the blood of that country. We must
consider that as regards material life, the people ma)r be
said to be in their agony; and yet it is not so difficult
to save them. Their hopes must be kept up, for some
of them who have lost all hope in the future, are be
ginning to look elsewhere for salvation."

The Peninsular Senator, Ortiz Pineda, discussing
the Budget of 1890-91, insisted on the disproportionate
character of taxation in Cuba.

"If the taxable wealth of Cuba does not exceed fifty
millions, what shall we say of these estimates that ex
tort from the people, sixty per cent. of their earnings."

The Minister of the Colonies, Mr. Romero Robledo,
prided himself on the Budget of 1892, which had been
reduced to twenty-two millions, and was to be wound
up with a surplus: "The lowest Budget," lIe said,
"the Island ever had, not only since she has been ad
mitted to the sisterhood of Spanish Provinces, but even
before she had rl'presentation in the Cortes." We shall
see later on, the failure of the Minister. For the pres
ent, I shall give an abstract of the estimates of revenues
taken from the official Gazette of Madrid, of April 8th,
1892. I have not chosen the years in which twenty-six
or twenty-seven millions were squeezed from the island,
but rather the lowest estimate, that the reader may see
how the island is treated when she is being charged the
least.

ESTIMATE OF REVENUES.

8eetioa 1. TAXES AND IMPOSTS.

Crown revenuee. . . • . • . . • . . .
Impoeta on the miuing industry. . . •
Tu OIl ciV real eetate at 12 per cent. •.

'1,000,000
15,000

1,314,7'1'1
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Tax on nual property at 2 per cent•.
Tax on industries, commerce, arts aod profes-

sioo&. . . • . . ...
Tax on persooal pBllllell.. • .
Tax on alcoholic drinks. . .
Liceose for the sale of liquor...
Ecclesiastic aonuities.. . . . .
Overcharge of teo per cent. 00 passeoger traffic

240,IM

1,350,000
250,000

1,500,000
15,000
30,000

234,075

Total. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . $5,948,956
Reduction of 5 per ceot. on collection of per-

sooal paaaea.. • • . • 12,500

Section 2.

Total oC Section 1••

CUSTOlIIS.

$5,936,406

Import duties aod transit duties at ten per
cent••......•..•...•

Export duties.. . . ....•...
Wharfage. Loading aod uoloadioR •.
Ship passeoger traffic.. . . . . . . .
Mercaotile deposits, interests on promil8Ory

DOtes and fines. . . .

8,500,000
900.000

1,000,000
50,000

104,500

Section 3.

Total of Section 2.•

prSCAL 1II0NOPOLUC8,

. '10,554,500

Chapter 1. Stamped Paper.

Ordioary stamped paper. . . . . . . .
Postage stamps.. . . . . . . . . . .
Stamped paper for payment.l to the State.
Payment stamps .....
Telegraph stamps.. . . . . . . . • . •
Stamps for bills of health. • • . . . . .

.. "University matriculation papers
aod titles .......•

StalUPS for municipal finea•.
Postal cards .
Buill ......••.••

358,650
517,650
117,600
233,000

70,000
2,000

&9,000
:1,000
1,200
3,<0
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Transport-ation stampll.. . . •
8tampll on movablll8.
8tampe on insurance policies.. •

Total .•••••..•..••

Chapter II. POIt Omce.
F_ for lock boxes. . • . .
Conftscation or mail matter .
Foreign correepondence .
Newspaper postage .

Total •.••.

Grand Total •.
Premium reduction. •

Total of Section 3.

Section 4. LOT'l'EBIBS.

Liquid production of the 10tterS" accordiDg to
the preeent plan.. . . . • . • • . • • • •

373

160,000
218,000

10,000

fl,749,OOO

1,000

'1,000

'1,750,000
87,500

'1,662,500

3,500,000

Section 6. STATE PllopnTIBS.

Rente on property, aDnuities. use or dry dock.
Sahli oC property. public lands, condemned

property, vacant lots, Corestry prodnchl.
property oC relIgious orders. .

Total .......•.

138,100
37,000

f250,OOO

Section 8. ACCIDENTAL llBVBNUBS.

ReImbursements ou accounts, rstitDtlons, do
nations, protlts or u:cbanp, revenue hom the
telephone. •.••..••.•••••••

BUJlIIARY.

SectIon 1. TUell and imports•.
1& 2. en.toma. . . . .
II 3. FiIcal monopoliee. .

. .
0,936,456

10.554,500
1,662.500
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"
II

"

RBVUUE8.

4. Lotterlel. . . . . . .
6. State propertiell. • • .
8. Accidental revenuel. •

General total. . .

8,1500,000
250,000
42,900

. t21,948,358

These estimates, presented with much fl('urish of
trumpets were finally settled with a deficit of 17,000,
000. The estimates of 1893-94 increased the revenues
to 124,334,493, and gave a deficit of 15,661,768.

For 1895-96 we have in round numbers $26,000,000.
This of course does not include the expenses of the
present campaign.

In regard to the Municipal and Provincial estimates,
we may judge from the following estimates: The
capital city, in 1886, estimated its revenues at $2,733,
786; Guanabacoa 182,000 in 1890, and sometime
previously 1100,000; Trinidad, not a flourishing city,
$50,000 in 1890-91. The Provincial Assembly of
Havana, 1100,000 in 1891. Taking these into account,
we may safely estimate at $4,000,000 the Municipal
and Provincial revenues; thus making a total of 130,
000,000. If the clear income of the island does not
exceed $50,000,000, it is evident that the state revenues
consume sixty per cent. of the income. In order to
measure the monstrosity of the despoliation, let us ex
amine the percentage in other countries.

Germany, 8 per cent.
England, 9 "
Spain, • 12 "
Austria, • 14 "
France, • • 15 "
Italy, 18 "Cuba, • 60 1&
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Customs revenues, represent '10,500,000 in the
Romero Budget, and 111,500,000 in the Budget of
1893-94. Now the interests of Cuba would be better
served with free trade, or at least, with a small revenue
for the keeping of commercial statistics. Abolishing
the Custom Houses, and raising in a reasonable manner,
the direct taxes, which the Cubans have always favored,
sufficient revenue would be obtained for the public
business, llrovided the latter were managed, not as it is,
but on a business basis. The Integrists, however, are'
opposed to direct forms of taxation, because they would
increase· the number of Cuban electors. Cuba is an
agricultural country, that exports nearly all its products,
and imports all it consumes. Food, dress, tools, ma
chinery, all are brought from 'abroad, so that the customs
duties make life and labor dear. The object has been,
to favor the importation of Spanish goods, to' create
monopolies in favor of the Peninsula, when in truth,
the latter cannot meet the demands of the island, in re
gard to quantity, quality or price. Mr. Canovas pro
claims urbi et orbi, that there is no territorial tax in
Cuba, for the two per cent. tribute can scarcely be
called such. The land owner who cultivates his own
land, does pay two per cent. to the state; but he paJ's
also two per cent. to the Municipality, and this makes
four per cent. If he lease his land, he has to pay two per
cent.on the rents he receives, and the cultivator pays two
per cent. on the products. Each one of them pays be
sides, two per cent. to the Municipality. Besides these,
we have the stamped paper imposts, the rights of the
crown, and above all, the import duties that constitute
the greatest obstacle to the advancement of the Colony.
The increase of the sugar production signifies nothing,
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because the price has fallen ill proportion. It is alleged
that the custom duties callnot be touched, because they
are mortgaged for the payment of the debt, but we
have shown that this debt should not be cbarged to
Culm alone, but to the whole nation.

The tax on city property, which was fixed at twelve
per cent. in the Robledo Budget, has since been in
creased to sixteen per cent., I believe.

The Crown Rights that are collected on all tmnsfers
of property by sRle, inheritance or lease, are excessive
for a country where the change from slave to free lauor,
has produced variations of value, and modifications of
the methods of culture; a country, in fact where the
soil is of all property, the one of lowest value. The
said Crown Rights, also render very difficult, the divi
sion into smaller lots, of the large land grants made ill
the time of the conquest. The following dark picture
was made by Mr. Moya, in a speech on J ulle 23d, 1891,
before the Cortes. .

.. There are in Havana twenty thousand persons with
out work and without food. Many cigar factories have
closed. Five thousand cigar makers have emigrated
to Tampa, Key West and New York. Landed property
is valued at less than one third the value it had six
years ago. Houses in Havana that paid '60, $40 and
$30 pay now $20, '14 and $10. A caball!ria de ti!rl'a,
(thirty-three acres) for which 114,000 were paid six
years ago, can be bought now, for '800. But what
could be worse than the following: In Guanabacol\
lind Matallzas, houses have been offered recently, for
one-half the cost of material and workmanship, the
land being given away, and ')'et there have beeu no
buyers."
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H such be the case in Havana, it must be far worse
in Trinidad, Sancti Spiritus, Puerto Principe, Holguin,
Bayamo,- and in the whole of the central and eastern
Provinces of the island, that have always been especi
ally neglected by the Government.

The three and a half million, under the head of lot
teries, represents only the clear income expected from
the sale of tickets. We ought to have, as was done
formerly, the actual amount expended in these tickets,
in the list of revenues, and in the column of expendi
tures the total of the prizes. The truth is, that the
Government does not net the '3,500,000 that it used to.
In 1893-94 the estimate on this head, of '3,170,000, was
in fact reduced to'1,811,597. This is due to the many
mi.take. that have occurred recently, and which have
impaired the confidence of the people, in the manage
ment oi this official gambling affair.

El Pau, of February 1st, 1895, describes one of these
,candalous frauds as follows:

"The people of Havana, deceived repeatedly in re
~ent drawings of the lottery, have made a serious
demonstration in to.day's drawing. The number three
hundred and sixty-seven, had already been drawn with
1\ prize of '200, and later the same number was an
nounced once more with a prize of '100,000. The
public broke out in loud protestations. It was ex
plained that a mistake had been made in calling the
ball, but the people, sore over the recent frauds, were
not willing to believe the explanation and endeavored
to stop the continuation of the game. The Intendent
General of Finances had to present himself with armed
force, to conduct the performance. Several collisions
with the police have taken place during the day, and
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the people. who came to present their grievances to the
Captain-Geijeral, were dispersed by the police.

•, This has been a great scandal, and the discredit of
the lottery, will be correspondingly great."

Railway travelers have to pay 10 per cent. on the
schedule price. This yields $234,075. The transpor
tation stamps, I understand, are used for merchandise.
This amounts to '160,000. Yet the State has never
contributed a penny. to the construction of a single foot
of railway.

The settlements with respect to the church property,
have never been carried out in the island, though the
church has always been ready to liquidate these
accounts. About thirty years ago. the value of prop
erty belonging to religious orders was estimated at
$10,000,000. The sale of it was ordered by 'Royal
Decree in 1852 and 1862, but nothing has been done.
r do not know what arrangements have been made
with the church regarding rents, annuities and chap
laincies. r do know, however, tbat the church has
been collecting these revenues for many years. One
fine morning, howe.er, tho State declared that it owned
these rents. and issued the receipts for them. So that
in some cases, individuals have had to pay God and
Cresar at the same time.

After the peace of Zanjon. the Government ordered
the restitution of the property of sympathizers, that had
been confiscated during the last war. Though the
offices in charge of this matter were crowded with em·
ployees, or perhaps for the very same reason. the work
of restitution went on so slowly. that some property
holders had Bot come into possession of their own, four
teen years after the order was given. But the climax
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in this affair, was set by the order from the Govemment
to collect the taxes on the properties for the period of
the confiscation, a period during which the Government,
or somebody else, was enjoJing the use of the property.

The raising of live stock, the mining industries and
many other branches of production, should have, if time
and space permitted, speoial chapters in this book.
The lands devoted to the raising of cattle were deso
lated during the ten years' war. In a few years, how
ever, these plains were brought to their normal rate
of production, by individual exertion. Scarcely had
cattle raising returned to its former prosperous con
dition, when the imposts on consumption swooped down
upon the business, and more recently a capitation tax
has been further added. According to Mr. Montoro, a
head of cattle weighing over one thousand pounds has
to pay to the State and Municipality, more than forty per
cent. of its value, so that in fact every third head of
cattle belongs to the State. Mr. T. P~rez Castaileda,
states that in Pinar del Rio, as a result of these im
posts, and the consequent diminished consumption of
meat, the price of live stock fell from $22 to '12 a
piece. Matters are made worse by the importation of
meats from the United States, and the Republics of
the Plata. These are less heavily taxed than the home
products. We are all aware that free-traders demand
the abolishment of customs; and that Protectionists
tax foreign products, in order to exclude them from
competition with the home products. but the School of
Economics that charges more on the home, than on the
foreign product, is one without a name, as far as I know,
unless Spanish statesmen have invented one.

I do not wish to be understood as saying, that the
22
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system of taxation weighs only upon the natives oC the
country, but I call attention to the fact that the
merchant can charge upon the goods, the amollnt of the
imposts, and the industrial can do the same, whereas
the agriculturalist, must submit to the price imposed by
foreign competition. The Peninsular enjoys besides all,
the political compensations.

The gravest objections to these estimates, are that
they are not authorized by Cuba. It is a principle ac
cepted by civilized nations, that thtl people should only
pay for taXp.s that they vote for. These Cuuan
estimate!', Ilre made up in Havana by the Intendent
General (If Finance, without the interventioil of the
people. They are frequently forwarded to Spain with
out even hearing the report of the Council of Adminis
tration. Neither the Chamber of Commerce, Sodedad
EconfJmica, nor any other Insular corporation, is con
sult"d. The estimates are more or less amended by the
Minister of the Colonies; they are discussed before
e!t~pty benches in the Cortes, and are voted by two or
t',ree dozen individuals, who know nothing whatever of
fJuba. What does a deputy from Badajoz, know as to
whether an academic institute sllOuld he maintained, or
.holish~d in Sancti Spiritus? You might as well ask a
Cuban, as to whether a railroad should be built from
Arcentales to Memerea, or as to whether the salt ponds
of Torrevieja, should be sold or not. What do we know
as to where Torrevieja and Arcentales and Memerea
are?

With regard to the Cuban delegation in the Cortes,
we have seen that it represents neither the spirit, nor
L!J9 lentiments of the Cuban people.



CHAPTER XXVII.

PUBI.le ESTIMATES-EXPENDITURES.

BEFORE studying the recent estimates of expenses,
t will be interesting to look over those that have con
5llmed the revenues during the latter half of this cen·
Lury.*

DATEll. REVEIHTES. EXPENDITURES.
]850 '13,103,378 $13,734.518
1851 15,1148,440 15,072,436
]H52 15,781,487 ]5,~,512

18S:1 111.053,514 ]5,729,002
1854 16,710,070 16.921,929
]855 15,67'J,555 15,859,533
1856-57 311,330,021 28,961,659
Hef'Olld semestre of
]857 lIud whole of '58 3.1,993,346 33,856,640
1859 2S. 929, 688 26,42S,677
Itl60 2.',,929,688 25,6:iO,031
1861 26,057,058 2.'i,742,[)(J9
1862nnd lint
Remestre of]863 37,344,966 3.'),686.S88
lR63-64 23.78.1,802 26,697,1116
1864-65 3O,2S8,017 26,S7U.021
1865-66 31,857,673 26.212,284
1866-67 32,852,233 26,1180,597
1867-68 31,162,653 25.65.'),334

------ ------
Totals $422,469,589 $400,S25,366

-TI,e d~la UII to 1877-78 have been tlIken from the pamphlet Cr,I,a,B11 pre
",p"eslo tip Ou.lul by Mr. M~rt~un Cauctn de VIII~-Amll,a fom...r luteud~nto
GellerHI "f IIl1allce. Frolll 1878-791.. 188'l-B;llhe ,Iala a~ to reveuul'~are taken
f....1II Ih,· ." 11\1' "'''rk. Anll the eXIII'II~'" III' 101892-93 fnllll the Gueela rt. M,ut"ld
for AI.rll 1111.. IH92. They lll,pear then· "ver the slgnatllre "f Ihe MllIl.le.. 01
the CololIl~•. MI'. Romen' I "blell". The reVl'lIl1es "f lR92-9S RI'I' takell fr"lII
the !llUIII' "melal IIRper. The rev~lIn..s RIIII expelldlllll'es for 1893-94 lire lak~1I
frolll the _alii" 1I:",er, IS~lIe "f April 3l1th. IlI!l5. These estll1lnle~hnv"lI"IIH'en
"ballRed r"r Ill\I4-\¥\. TIles.. llre all "mclal Ilatn. I cllllnot say the !<lI1II" of Ihe
rennu..s from lR83-8-1 to l!l9J-92. A. fhp linin I have Rre somewhat ""nt..alll.,.
tory. 1 ha ve ~rererred to follow tI." ~RIIIIIl\lpl of eKpenllltures durlni the S1tme
nine years. The discrepancy. II there be lillY, lIIuSt be very sman.

(888)
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54,752,977

25,415,945
25,415,945
25,415,945
25,415.945
25,415,945
40,686,517
40.430,322
40,430,322
40,430,322
40,430,322

P29,487,530

1868-69 31,114,662
1869-70 31,114,662
1870-71 31,114,662
1871-72 31,114,662
1872--73 31,114.662
1873-74 51,197,358
1874-75 52,251,582
1875-76 52,251,582
1876-77 52,251,582
1877-78 52,251,582

Totals $415,776,996

1878-79 {GOld 45,423,506}
Paper 22,400,607

1879-80 {Gold 45,423,506} 54,752,977
Paper 22,400,60'7

1880-81 37,271,100 34,495,850.39
1881-82 37,271,100 34,435,850.29
1882-83 36,248,300 35,860,249.77
1883-84 34,180,880.89
1884-85 34,180,880.89
1885-86 31,169,653.4:J
1886-87 25,959,734.79
1887-88 251,000,000 23,367,093.43
1888-89 25,596,441.52
1889-90 25,596,411.52
1890-91 25,446,810.31
1891-92 25,446,810.31
1892-93 21,946,356 21,588,846.15
1893-94 24,334,493 26,733,322.00
1894-95 24,334,493 26,733,322.00

Totals $568,054,068 $540,238,141.85

The preceding table stands, without comment, as an
arraignment of the Spanish administration in Cuba.
In the last forty.five years it has extorted from the
country $1,400,000,000 as follows:

From 1850 to '68, $422,469,589
During the last war 1868 to '78, 415,776,996
From the peace of Zanjon to the
present time, 1788 to '95, 568,054,068

Total, t1,406,800,658 *
»We may sUbtraot 121.400,607 beeallM we find tbat amount, In paper, men

tioned twice, which would amount to about one·balf In COld. Thus we obtain
U1e total of '13,~lllOO,l*l.
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And yet not B shadow of official protection can be
found anywhere.

The regions where capitals are most scarce, those
that were laid waste by the ten 'years' war, exhibit, in
their decadence, eloquent evidence of what the state of
the whole island would be, if improvements had been
left to official initiative. The East, and Camaguey a1'e
completely neglected. There is not a single road there,
kept up by the government. The author of Ouba por
Fuera acknowledges this with astonishment and regret.
The last war should have taught the Government a les
son. For its own interests, if not for the development
of the country, for selfish motives, as B strategic meas
ure at least, roads should have been built to establish
communication between Bayamo and ManzanilIo, Puerto
Principe and Sancti Spiritus, Santa Cruz and Bayarno,
Las Tunas and Holguin, and Santiago de Cuba and
Puerto Principe by the way of Bayamo and Las Tunas.
H this pro~am appears too extensive for an adminis
tration that has squandered $545,000,000 in the last fifo
teen years, it might have undertaken one-half, one
fourth, one-tenth of the program; it might have built
something, anything, say one single railroad.

To the greater ignominy of the government, I shall
here present the defence made of it by Vazquez Queipo
in the session of the Senate of May 30th, 1890 :

"Your Excellency was bitterly lamenting that
greater sums had not been devoted to the building of
roads, and this can be readily explained. Few high
roads bave been built in Cuba, because the railroad was
introduced since 1838, while in Spain it was not intro
duced until 1846. Though we regret to say it, Cuba is
more advanced than we are, owing to the proximity of
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the United States among other reasons. Many im
provements have been introduced there first, though
they may have subsequently reached greater perfection
llere. At any rate, the railroad \Vas established at the
time mentioned, and if highroads have not been built,
it is because there was no need for them."

SOUle roads, however, have been built by individual
efforts, precisely because the Government never dreamed
of undertaking the task. Were it true that no more
roads were needed; were not the eastern part of the
island in such a condition, that traveling during the
l'lIiny season is an undertaking that would be a task for
Stanley and his African explorers; if it were true that
the Vuelta Abajo District is not destitute even of cross·
country roads; why then not undertake other improve.
ments? The deepening of navigable rivers, such as the
Cauto, the mouth of which has been obstructed since
1616; the drainage of swamp lands, the building of
bridges, lighthouses and walls, the improvement of
IIarbors, the development of schemes of immigration,
the establishment of institutions of agricultural credit,
the introduction of all the improvements in the culti
vation of the cane and the elaboration of sugar, sys
tems of irrigation, protection of forests, partition of
lands, the distribution of property belonging to the
Monastic Orders, the building of churches in new
towns, the founding of hospitals, Rsyl urns, schools,
libraries, museums, amphitheatres, laboratories, aque
ducts, parks, the development of the mining industries,
and so many other moral, intellectual and material im
provements, the concourse of which constitute the cul
ture of a people. If not for all this, what is the money
collected from the taxpayer for?
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Of the innumerable ups and downs of the Great
Central Railroad, projected to traverse the island from
east to west, the reader will be able to form an idea, if
he listens to another defender of the Government, Mr.
Herreros de Tejada, speaking before the Senate, May
31st, 1890:

"In colmection with these estimates, I would like to
call the attention of the Count Galarza to the wind
ings of the circumlocution office, through which the
project has had to find its way, for the last twenty odd
years. It was born in the shape of a bill before the
Cortes; then a series of conditions was prepared, on
which estimates were to be submitted. These condi
tions were declared off, because nobody made any bids.
The Minister of the Colonies at the time, instigated by
public opinion, appointed a commission to prepare new
proposals. Another Colonial Minister, submitted these
to the Colonial Council. The propositions were tllel'e
discussed, and together with a majority report, a minor·
ity report was presented, signed by a man whom we all
know as one well informed in Cuban affairs, and very
zealous in the prosperity of that island. Another
Minister of the Colonies, and this is the third, looked
into the matter, disapproved of the opinions of the rna·
jority and minority, and passed the document to the
Conncil of State, where, after carefnl consideration,
different opinions were given. AilOther Minister of
the Colonies, fourth,-finally formulated the scheme that
has recently been submitted for proposals•...."

Documents and more documents. Studies here and
studies there, and the lesson is never learnt. Mean
while the Cubans lose patience, like the countryman
who called again and again to see his bishop and was
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always put off, because the good prelate was busy study
ing. "I wish they would send us a bishop who is done
studying," he exclaimed. No Minister is satisfied with
the opinions of his predecessors, and tens of years go
by; the railroad is not built, and the people are paying
hundreds of millions in taxes. Early in 1865, the pre
liminary surveying for this road was commenced about
the oentre of the island. The present bill of conces
sions for the work, is dated August 22d, 1875. The
cost is estimated to be about $25,000,000. Had one
million a year been expended, the work would have
been finished long ago. Does the reader wish to know
the real obstacle, beside the general unwillingness to
promote the prosperity of the Colony, the real obstacle,
that has come in the way of this enterprise? It is
simply this; that the Government insisted upon offer
ing as a guarantee the revenues of the Colony, whereas
foreign capitalists insisted upon. the guarantee of the
national revenues, because, in case the island became
separated from the Metropolis, they could still look to
the latter for payment. When, after much difficulty,
bids for the work were obtained, they were so high that
they could not be accepted: they asked, for instance,
for a concession of ninety-nine years, and a guaranteed
interest of eight per cent. According to the Count
Galarza, the guarantee of the National Treasury how
ever, would have secured bids on a ooncession of
thirty-three years, and a guarantee of six per cent. in
terest. For this same reason, as I have stated else-

. where in this book, the charges of the Cuban debt are
so exorbitant. When the Count of Tejada de Val
dosera oame forward to explain and defend the refusal
of the national guarantee, he lost a splendid opportunity
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to hold his tongue. He said that the rate of eIght per
cent. was fixed by the law, and that this high rate in
dioated that the National Treasury would be responsi
ble; for, if it had been intended that the Peninsular
Treasury was to be responsible, the interest should have
been fixed at five or six pel' cent., the rate of interest
being lower in Spain than in Cuba. But, my dear sir,
if it were possible to obtain an advantage of two.or
three per cent. in favor of Cuba, why not give the
gnarantee that was asked for, and establish the payment
in Havana, or draw on the Cuban Treasury, asking per
mission from the Cortes, if it were necessary, which we
know it is not. Anybody would think of this, without
being a count or a minister.

How has Spain invested the millions in gold, that she
has extorted from Cuba? In military preparations,
they will answer. We ask then, where are the forts
that should have been built in the districts where the
first revolution" broke out, and where Spain knew the
second revolution would begin? She knew that it was
coming; General Arminan announced it in tlle Senate,
and Spain knew well enough that the people were not
satisfied. She feels now the consequence of her im
providence, neglect and disdain. Scarcely the first
rains begin, and the Spanish soldiers, fortunately for the
Cubans, have to close their operations, because the
horses stick in the clay pits and mud holes, because, in
fact, everything there, is just as Columbus found it.

Military expenses • . . . offices without end .•.•
splendidly appointed staffs, as if Cuba were a great
power . . . . oh, there is much to tell about all this,
but I shall leave it to the Integrista.. Mr. Vazquez
Queipo, in the same session of the Cortes of May 80th,
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stated that the military estimates are frequently founded
011 fictitious numbers of troops. He referred to the case
of General Lersundi, at the beginning of the last war.
who had only six thousand men on the island, and waR
figuring his expenses on a much larger number, esti
mated at between nine and ten thousand by different
Spanish authorities. (See Pasado y Pruente de Cuba
by General Acosta. y AlbeaI', and the Quincena de la
Voz de Cuba for April 30, 1869.)

I shall present now the Budget estimate of expenses
for 1893-94, which was ordered to be renewed for 1894
95;

General obligations. . .$12,983,970
Public worship and justice 999,735
The Army. . 6,197,135

" Treasury. • •. 704,352
" Navy. . • .. 1,094,071
.. Interior. . .. 8,977,034

Public Improvements. 826,922

48.38 per cent.
3.74 "

23.18 "
2.64 "
4.09 "

14.88 "
3.09 "

Total. • • • • • .$26,733,219 100.00 "

The principal item under the head of general obliga
tions, is the debt. The police and public order, swallow
lip one-half of what is destined to the Department of
the Interior. This item has been removed from the De
partment of War, where it used to belong, to reduce the
extraordinary proportions of the latter. As a matter
of fact, the debt and the army and navy, absorb eighty.
three per cent. and public improvements, only three per
cent. ! Even less than this, for we find that '281,899
of the sum estimated for this purpose, were not ex
pended.

In the last chapter, I gave a list of the revenues cal·
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culated for 1892-93. I proceed now to present the ex
penditures for the same year. The total of these, on
paper, amounts to '21,500,000, but I have alread,
stated that there was a deficit of $7,000,000.

ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURES.

SectioD 1.

SectiOD 2.

GBNBRAL OBLIGATIONS.

For the ColoniAl oftlce . .
II Pen.ions and Retired List.
II Indemnities and pensions.
II Charges of the debt.
II Other items.

Tolal ...
Di8connL •

PUBLIC WOBSBIP AND JUSTICE.

.' 100,308.3'
1,666,284.35

141,425.51
8,707,081.00

63,175.00

. '10,678,274.20
373,906.4~

'10,304,367.78

Courta and tribunals. . . . . . . . . . .'
Public worship, clergy, seminaries, preserva

tioD of churches and rectories. •
Expenditures on monastic property
Other 1tems .

409,256.00

339,069.03
87,694.00
13,661.00

Section 3.

Total.
DiIcouDt

ARMY.

., 849,580.03
134,238.20

, 715,341.83

Details Dot DecfBlar'Y. • •• • ••••• , 5,302,488.41'

Section 4. TREASURY.

Details Dot Decessary. . •. ......, 618,236.0(!

IectioD 5. NAVY.

Details DOt necessary ••••••••••• , 1,089.525.7'
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SectioD 6. INTDIOR.

GeIleral, regional and provincial governmen ta $ 187,150.00
Police and public order. • • • • • . . 2,138,491.97
Public health . . . . . . . • . . • • 23,240.00
Communicatious (mail and telegraphs) . 850,421.28
Other expenditures. . . . • • • . • • 88,410.00
Care of American CODBUlateB • • • • • 12,000.00
Secret eenice of Spanish Legation in Wash·

ington. 4,000.00

Section 7.

Total .
Discount.

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.

University of Havana-salaries .
.. .. .. -material.

Minee-ealaries . . .
U -material......

Maritime navigation. . . .
RailroadB-flubventions (sic)
Repair of building&. . . . .
Colonization and immigration.

Total •.
Discount

· $ 3,303,713.25
164,694.58

$ 3,139,018.67

· $ 134,142.00
2,750.00

14,550.00
1,500.00

188,500.00
000,000.00

17,000.00
150,000.00

• • 608,44200
38,574.40

• 469,867.60

SUMMARY.

Section 1. General obliptions. . . · $10,304,367.78.. 2. Public Worship and Justice . 715,341.83.. 3. Army. 6,302,488,49.. 4. Treasury. 568,236.00.. 6. Navy. 1,089,625.78.. 6• Interior. 3,139,018.67.. 7. Public ImprovemeIltB. 469,867.60

Grand Total , .. , $21,688,846.16
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The reader might suppose that the paltriness of the
appropriations for public improvements, is a consequence
of the late ~ar. The following estimates under this
head, for the years before the war, will disabuse his
mind on this score.

EXPENSES FOR PUBLIO IMPROVEMENT.

In 1860.
II 186l.
II 1862. . •
II 1867 and 1868 •

$1,148,662
999,867
990,467
677,128

It will be noticed, that the amount gradually de
creases before the war.

In 1882, $50,000 were appropriated to encourage agri
culture, especially the cultivation of cotton. In 1888
the amount was reduced to '20,000, and was abolished
in 1885, precisely when the crisis in the sugar business,
made it most important to encourage other sources of
revenue.

In September of 1890, an invasion of cholera threat
ened the West Indies. The Captain-General requested
from the government at Madrid, some assistance toward
adopting the necessary measures of prevention. The
minister was generous enough to send $15,000, which
were to include the revenues from the quarantine
station at Mariel. This amount, can scarcely be deemed
sufficient for a country with an active commerce, and
many ports of entry.

Those who prophesy that the independence of Cuba
will mark the beginning of civil strife, should consider
that a country with an annual appropriation for ex
penses of '26,000,000, of which '10,000,000 are ex·
pended in the army, navy and police, is really in a per.
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manent state of war. When such a state has lasted
over half a century, is it not time to put a stop to such
spoliation, in the conviction that whate'ver the future
may hold in store, it cannot be any worse than the
present and the past I

In the first section of these estimates, we find t9,000,
000 for the charges of the debt, and nearly '2,000,000
for pensions and indemnities. These expenditures
should be shared in by the nation, and should not be
charged to Cuba alone. In the Peninsular Budget, the
interests of the debt do not absorb more than thirty per
cent. of the revenues; in the Cuban Budget, at the pres
ent time, they absorb fifty per cent. Whenever an at·
tempt has been made to treat the Vasque Provinces in
this way, they have resisted forcibly, and the Govern
ment has been obliged to yield.

The Navy Deparment sends to Cuba, old and heavy
ships that are of no use elsewhere. They are expensive
ships, and the service would be much better, and more
economically discharged, by small, light draft boats.
This is the opinion of Mr. Fabie, expressed in the
Senate May 28th, 1890.

"In Cuba, there is such an excess of employees, that
with one-half of them a perfect administration could be
conducted j it certainly iii very imperfect now." This
is the opinion of the Count Galarza, expressed in the
Senate May 31, 1890.

It will have been observed that in section six-Interior
Department-there is an item of '16,000 for the Con
sulates of America and'the Secret Service at Washing.
ton. In the estimates of 1894-95, Mr. Becerra had
'20,000 appropriated for Secret Service alone. In war
times there is no limit to this item, This money goes
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to pay the miserable wretches, who, having no better
way to make a living, devote themselves to shadowing
Cubans in foreign lands. This fund is also devoted to
the payment of subventions to papers that are main
tained in the American Republics for the defence of the
cause of Spain against Cuba, aud to cover other shame
ful procedures that are hidden under the convenient
item of Secret Service.

I have already shown, that the itlland cannot bear this
burden, and that every annual appropriation is closed
with a deficit that is added to the floating debt, to be
transferred every three or four years to the interest
bearing debt. The total of the deficit from 1886·87 to
1889·90, according to official data, amounted to $13,
326,600-an annual average of $3,320,900. In subse
quent years the deficit has been almost trebled. In
Holland the minister, Mr. Hemskerk, when he read be
fore parliament the estimates for Java, said to the rep
resentatives of the colonies:

" Gentlemen, Holland prepares the estimates for Java
.md establishes the amount of her expeuditures. If
there be a deficit, it is evidence that we have made a
mistake; and if we have made a mistake, we, and only
we, should be responsible, not the colony." *

A thousand reasons could be adduced, why such high
~stimates should not be made: the low prices of sugar,
the scarcity of laborers, the lack of institutious of agri
cultural credit, the executions against delinquent tax
Fayers, the depreciation of property which, according
ro the Chamber of Commerce, exceeds seventy per
ce~t....

.J.not~er irregularity of these Colonial Budgets, is
II .peo,cb ...t Mr. JOSe tkl PcroJo before the Cortes May 9,1887.
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found in the extraordinary prerogatives that are saddled
on them, such as the authorization to convert the debt,
to raise loans, to suppress state councils, to alter the
monetaI')' system, to change the system of accounts, to
modify the responsibilities of the Superior Committee
of ACCOUllts of Madrid, to reform the courts of justice,
to change the orgallic laws of the Judiciary.•.• Tile
members of parliament, declare that all this should be
the object of carefully considered especial laws, that
these are questions that cannot be discussed as side
issues. The answer given to all this is, that it is neces·
Bary to hurry up, in order that the estimates may be for
warded to Cuba before the first of July. The Legisla
tures then vote everything that is asked of tbem, and
the minitlterial apprentice is thus armed with the power
of a dictator.

I call him an apprentice, be<!ause the portfolio of the
colonies is always reserved for the novices, and if the
reader does not wish to believe me, he can believe Mr.
Maluquer, who tells the same thing in the following
words:

"If Colonial affairs have all the importance that we
have been told, I fail to understand why it is that Min.
isters begin thei~ ministerial career, taking charge of
this portfolio, which is looked upon as a sort of appren
ticeship. " (Session of the sellate, June 2,
1890.)

Before concluding, I shall present a. comparative
statement of the amount of taxation paid per capita in
Cuba and in other countries.
France 18.23 United States 6.87
Chile . 17.20 Germany • • 6.50
England 16.91 Costa Rica • • • 6.00
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6.00
5.95
5.59
4.20
8.80
8.20
8.20

1 • 2.40
2.40

• 1.60
• 1.60

1.45

Honduras.
Switzerland
Sweden and Norway,
Nicaragua
Brazil . .
Guatemala
Mexico
Venezuela
Ecuador
Bolivia.
Paraguay
Colombia. •

Uruguay • 16.60
Cuba . . 16.88
Austria.Hungary 14.9fi
Holland . .. 14.87
Argentine Republic, 11.80
Italy . 11.61
Belgium 11.41
Portugal 10.71
Spain. 8.65
Greece 7.89
Salvador 7.60
Denmark 7.46
Russia 6.98

In these estimates, I have followed the Almanach de
Gotha of 1895, for the United States and the nations of
Eumpe, excepting Spain. The estimates of the latter,
I have taken froID a recent number of LaB Novtdade, of
New York. With respect to the Latin American Re·
publics, I do not place the same reliance upon the Alma
nach, and I have followed the .Aper~1t of Mr. Lamas, ex
cepting ill the case of Colombia, whose last Budget of
$28,966,000, in paper, I have reduced to gold at the
rate of two hundred and fifty per cent.

The Provincial and MunicilJal imposts, are not in
cluded in the statement. If they were, the taxation of
the island would be raised to '19.00 per capita.

From this comparison, we conclude that Cuba is one
of the most heavily taxed countries of the world, and
she does not receive, at the same time, a corresponding
compensation in improvements, safety, liberty, and self
government.

28



CHAPTER XXVIII.

THE TREATY OF ZANJ6N.
I

Dm the Government fulfil the pledges made in the
Compact or Agreemellt of Zanj6n?

Some maintain that it did not, others that it did.
Among the latter are to be found, of course, the sup
porters of the Spanish Government.

But what certainly is not a matter of course, is that
the chiefs of the Autonomist Part.v should affirm some·
t.imes, that the Government did fulfil its pledges, and
sometimes, all on July 9th, 1895, that it tlid not.

It is worth while looking into this matter a little.
The above mentioned Agreement, signed 011 the 19th

of February, 1878, by General Martfnez Campos on the
one side, aud the Commissioners of the Revolution on
the other side, had for its object, as we all know, to
bring to an end the said Revolution, without humiliat·
ing either of the contending parties. Article I. reads
as follows:

.. Concession to the Island of Cuba of the same politi- I
cal, organic and administrative conditiolls that are
enjoyed in the Islalld of Porto Rico."

Here was the deception.
Of this deception, we must in justice admit, as the

chieftains of the Revolution have admitted, that Gell
el'al Martfllez Campos was not culpable.

Let us look into the state of affairs in Porto Rico.
On the 27th or 28th of Augm;t, 1870, during the gov

ernment of General Senano, the Minister of the Colo
(400)
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nies Mr. Moret, issued a decree, establishing a scheme
of govemment for the Island of Porto Rico. The most
important article of this decree, Article XLVI., reads
as follows:

.. The Provincial AB8embly shall have for its func-
I
,

tions:
"lst.-To exercise control as herein ordained and,

according to the Municipal law, over matters relative
to Provincial and Municipal elections; the approval of
the estimates "and accounts of the Municipal Councils,
the revision and appellation of. the resolutions of these
corporations, and over other affairs of local adminis
tration.

"2d.-The nomination and suspension oC all its
functionaries and employees.

•• 3d.-All matters concerning the administration and
improvement of the island, except in matters that, ac·
cordiug to this Decree, the Municipal Decree, or Special
Laws, belong especially to the jurisdiction of City
Councils, the Civil Governor, or the Supreme Govern
ment.

.. 4th.-To dictate measures of a general character, in
matters of public instruction, public works, the found·
ing of banks and other associations, the raising of loaos
that shall not exceed 250,000 pesetas (francs) and other
similar prerogatives.

n The~ measures shall not be valid until they be
approved by the Cortes.

"If the term of one year shall pass, without the ap
proval of the Cortes, they shall be considered valid.

•• 5th.-To propose, io Hilts, to the Civil Governor,
the individuals who shall exercise the ecclesiastic func·
tions in the islaod.
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"6tb.-To inform concerning the establhihment of
new imposts, the modifications of old ones, and other
measures of a financial character.

"Article XLVII. The Resolutions of the Provincial
Assembly, shall be preseuted within three days to the
Civil Govertlor, who may veto them temporarily within
fifteen days, if they be contrary to laws and statutes of
a general character.

"Article XLVIII. The resolutions of the Provincial
Assembly, tlhall be forwarded by the Ch'il Governor, br
first mail, to the Superior Government, and the latter
shall, within the period of two months, either remo,-e
the temporary veto of the Governor, 01' aunul the il
legal resolution.

"If four months should pass since the order of suspen
sion, without any resolution being adopted by the Goven)
ment, the order of suspentlion will be considered void."

This bill was not precisely a Home Rule bill, but it
was a uecided step in that direction, and unquestion
ably a beginning of decentralization. 'We have to
say, however, that though the Decl"ee is dated 1870, it
was not put into effect until 1873, and that it WIlS an
Jlulled in 1874. It died the death of all liberal bills,
when General Pavia overthrew the Republic in June
3d, 1874. Porto Rico was immediately deprived of this
timid experiment in the line of Home Rule Govern
ment, and the island became subjected once more to
the arbitrary rnling of the Governors-General. This
was admitted by El Pai, on the 9th of July, 1895. III
1876, Spain adopted a new Constitution, but the abso
"lute form of government continued to prevail in Porto
Rico, and exi,ted there at the time when the Agreement of
Zajtm WQ' Bigned.
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The RevolutiolJary leaders did not know this. They
had cared little about the liberties enjoyed by Porto
Rico, becautle they were fightiug for the independence
of Cuba. Not having easy meaus of commullication,
they knew but little of what wal:l going on in the world..
They had heard that certain righttl had been conceded:
to Porto Rico, but they had disdained them as insuf·
ficient. When they signed the compact of Zalljun,
they certainly thought they would enjoy the same polit
ical reforml:l that they believed existed at the time in
the sitlter il:lland.

It is not to be wondered at, that the Cubans were
ignorant as to the present status of the Island of Porto
Rico when we· know that the Spanish General, Marti
nez Campos, and the then Captain-General of Cuba,
JovelIar, were also completely ignorant on the same
subject. Though it may seem incredible, I possess of
ficial documents to prove this. They have been pub
lished in Cuba in the interesting work of Mr. Juan
Torre LasqUl3ti entitled Ooleccion de dato8 hi8turico8,
geogrufico8 !I estadl8ticos de Puerto del Pr~ncipe !I 8U

iurisdiccirm (1880), and also in the book entitled Desde I

Yara hasta el Zaniun (1895) by the honest patriot, Mr. I
I

Enrique Collazo. In the course of the negotiations
that preceded the Agreement, General Martinez Campos
asked by telegraph Genel111 Jovellar on Februrary 9,
1878 as follows:

" .• This is the qoestion; neither they nor
I know the difference between the Constitution that
rules at present in Porto Rico, and the Constitution of
the Peninsula. 'Vhat we wish is, that, whenever the
Spanish Constitution be changed for a more liberal or
more conservative one, Cuba shall be treated in the
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same way as Spain.* It is important, however, to
know the differences, and I hope Your Excellency may
inform me of them, if you know them, or have the
means of finding out."

General Jovellar answered on the same day:
" I am very sorry not to be able to give the details of

the existing differences between the system of govern·
meut of Porto Rico, and that of the Peninsular Provin
ces, 8S I have not paid special attention to the subject;
but as the essential things for the prosperity of a peo
ple al'e the development of Provincial and Municipal
life, the representation in legislative bodies, and a fair
administration of justice, and whereas concerning all
these points the laws are the same, we may say that the
provinces in question are fundamentally assimilated,"

The Agreement therefore was drawn up on a false or
an unknown basis, but certainly with a more or less
implied understanding, that we were about to begin an
era of decentralization and liberty. In order to agree
upon the Russian or Autocratic System, which was ex
isting at the time in Porto Rico, it was scarcely worth
while to present the latter as a model-the system was
sufficiently well known in Cuba.

As a matter of fact then, Article I. of the Agreement
amounted to a surrendel' at discretion. The insur
gents, however, did not know they were surrendering
at discretion, nor would General Martinez Campos have
dared to propose such a thing, nor ill such surrender
implied in the above quoted answer of General Jovellar.
The Agreement was founded on a basis of liberty.

-For example. III tbe Peninsula unIversal suJr... bas beIlD reeetatlf estab
lIabed. and 10 Cuba tile restricted sullrap -ltII tile beaYf tal: prvyIaIoD. aWl
uAY. .
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Liberty was the inspiration of the compact, its cause, its
implied condition, its rai,on d' 2tre. To pretend sub
sequently, that Cuba was entitled to what Porto Rico
had, and no more, when what Porto had was absolutism,
iK a mockery, and it is this mockery that El Pai, wishes
UK now to believe is the correct thing.

This opinion of the Autonomist organ, is upheld now,
in opposition to positive declarations that have been
made by leaders of the party. Certain celebrated
conferences were held early in 1895 at the Ateneo of
Madrid. Colonial affairs were the subject of these dill
cussions. On the 24th of January, Mr. Rafael Montoro
spoke there as follows:

". . . . It has been stated here, and it is gen
erally accepted as true in the Peninsula. that when the
insurgents laid down their arms, they secured for the
Island of Cuba the Spanish Constitution with all its
complements. It is supposed, therefore, that from that
very moment, there began to exist a community of
political institutions in the Mother Country and the
Colony. "

•• . But this is not true.
" • Recent publicatiolls make it evident

tilat the contracting parties to that Agreement, did not
understand the nature of the Government existing at
the time in the sister island."

" • • . . Many who entered into that compact,
erroneously believed that the laws implanted by the
Spanish Revolution of September, were still in force in
Porto Rico. It was not so, gentlemen. In 1874, the
f'nptain·General of that island, Mr. Sans, with full
anthority from the Madrid Government, had revoked
the liberal laws of the Revolution of September with
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the exception of the provisions for the abolition of
slavery; and he had virtually placed the island in a
state of siege, nor did the promulgation of the Consti
tution of 1876 bring about any change. In Porto
Rico there was nothiug at the time other than an arbi·
trary government. The only concession, then, implied
in Article 1. of the Zauj6n .Agreement, was the repre
sentation in Cortes, which was the only political right
that the lesser Antille still enjoyed." See El Problema
Oolonial Oontemporaneo. Madrid, 1895, Vol. II. page
278.

By a Royal Decree of the 14th of May, 1878, the
laws of 1870 were established in Porto Rico, but so
completely altered in a reactionary sense, that they
really were not the same laws. This emasculated legis.
lation was practically what Spain implated in Cuba
after the Zanj6n Agreement. The restrictive laws, the
press censorship, the old economic system, slavery and
the autocratic powers of the Captain-General, continued
still in force.

But what is the use to point out discrepancies of
opinion between El Pais, and Mr. Montoro? This
very paper published the following very eloquent
phrases in its issue of August 5th, 1892. I

.. We Iive therefore under a dictatorship. A dicta·
torship that must be characterized as revolutionary, in
that it suppresses the legal forms of procedure, and to •
carry out its purposes, brings to life absolute powers or
procures others still more explicit. Such is the repre·
sentative government that was promised the country in
1878."

We have seen what were the assurances given by
General Jovellar to the Cubans in the name of the
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Government: development of the Municipal and Pro
vincial life, representation in Congress, propel' adminis
tration of jUlStice . . . . and the reader who has
followed me, knows what kind of justice is administered
in Cuba, and knows what the Municipalities and the
Provincial Assemblies are, and he knows how the
Cubans are represented in the COl'tes. The reader is
able, therefore, to form his own opinion, as to how the
Goverument has interpreted and applied the Zanjun
Agreement.

I shall insert in the present chapter the following
important document addressed in May 19th, 1878 by
General Martinez Campos to Mr. Clinovas del Castillo:

"The promises never fulfilled, the abuses of all
sorts, the neglect of public improvements, the exclu
sion of the natives from all branches of the adminis
tration, and many other faults were the causes of the
Insurrection. The belief, shared in by all our govem
ments, that the people could be terrorized into subjec
tion, and that it was a point of dignity, not to make
concessions until the last shot had been fired; these
factors, I believe, have kept up the insurrection. By
the continuation of such a sJstem, we never W09ld
have come to an end, even though we had packed the
island with soldiers. It is necessary, if we wish to
avoid our ruin, to adopt frankly liberal measures. I
believe that if Cuba cannot constitute an independent
state, she is more than prepared to constitute a Spanish
Province. And let there be a stop to the coming of
office-holders-all Spaniards. Let the natives have
their share, and give some stability to the tenure of of
fice."



CHAPTER XXIX.

SINISTER PROPHESIES.

THE Spanish Government leaves no stone unturned,
to combat the general sympathy that is felt toward our
Revolution. We must admit that this is natural, but
it must be admitted a180, that she can employ no other
means, outside of pecuniary means, except equivoca
tion and sophistry.

A famous Tl'ibuue, "whose name I care not to re
member," and whose glory has had a longer evening.
than was the splendor of its moruing light, prophesies
that Free Cuba would become a centre of conspiracies
against the neighboring Republics. Why is it then
that San Domingo has not been such a centre? I fail
to see where any such policy, could benefit the Cuban
people.

The relations of Cuba with these Republics are but
slight. Much the greater portion of our products finds
n. mn.rket in the United States. Cuba bought live
stock from Colombia to the amount of 12,000,000 all
nun.lly, but this commerce ceased ill 1884. The im
portation of straw hats has nearly ceased. The ex
portation of tobacco and cigarettes, must be falling off
on account of the recent protective tariff adopted by
Colombia. This traffic never exceeded more than a
quarter of million dollarl:l. There is no mercantile
reason, why Cuba should be interested in the rise amI
fall of one or the other of the political parties in Co-

(408)



SINISTER PROPHESIES. 409

lombia, let alone the natural desire to see the republi
can system prosperOUSly, and securely established in
those couutrietl. The same may be said of Venezuela,
Central America aud Mexico.

Beside, the transitiun from the Colonial to the Re
publican Regime, will tax sufficiently the activity of
the Cubantl, without thinking of adventurous under·
takings iu other countries. It will be necessary to es·
tablish a constitution, to enact laws, to establish a sys·
tem of taxation, to create a Municipal organization, to
repair the damage caused by the war. Time will
scarcely be long enough, for the labor of reorganization.

Would we be likely to abandon all these necessary
operations, to embark in schemes to upset governmenttl
from whom we have nothing to expect, and nothing to
fear? The natural sentiment that will arise in the
people of the new Republic of Cuba, will be one of
gratitude toward the sister Republics, for the sympathy
extended toward the present Revolution.

It is absurd to imagine that we have been simply
waiting to obtain our independence, to become robbers
ou the highway of nations. And what could we gain?
Wealth? The island is too rich, the soil too fertile to

.make any such filibustering undertakings profitable, in
comparison with the cultivation of the vast tracts of
land, that are still unbroken. The neighboring Repub
lics have nothing to fear from Cuba. They are not
easily frighteneu by threats of foreign invasion, not
even when Spain does the threatening.

The truth is, that Spanish Cuba is more uangerous to
the peace and the Sovereignty of the American Conti
nent, than Free Cuba. During the war of independence
of the Spanish Colouies, the Spaniards of Cuba con-
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tributed donations of money, and furnished men to
maintain Spanish sovereignty on the Continent. The
fleet sent from Spain to carryon the war, made Cuba
their base of supplies, and their recruiting station.
The port of Havana was the point of departure of the
expeditions of Isidro Ba1'l'adas, and Angel Laborde
against Mexico in 1829, as it was also the place of
meeting of the fleets of the Triple Alliance against
the same Republic in 1861. The Spanish expeditions
against San Domingo from 1861 to '64, against Chile
and Peru, and the threatened invasions of Ecuador in
1846 and 1852, all had their point of departure in
Havana. I do not know whether Spain has in good
faith, given up her dreams of the reconquest of America.
Dreams that were first revived by Ferdinand VII. with
the ridiculous cooperation of a common porter, Antonio
Ugarte, and which are unquestionably dear to the
popular mind, as was shown by frequent expressions of
the press in 1861. If Spain has resigned this ambition,
it has certainly done so with the same humor of the fox
of the fable; and the American nations can never feel
sure that a favorable opportunity, would not revive the
scheme. Were this the case, Cuba would be the centre
from which the fleets would sail, to renew the brutal
bombardments of Valparaiso and Callao. Free Cuba
would certainly not raise a finger, to help the Spaniards
in snch undertakings.

Were Great Britian to invade Venezuela, we may be
sure that the Spanish Antillian ports would offer them
selves, as a point of vantage for the British squadrons.
The telegraph has already been busy with reports of
understandings between Great Britian and Spain.

It ill 110 use saying that the times have changed, and
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that Spain harbors nothing but the kindliest feelings to
ward her old colonies.

I may be permitted to doubt this.
In the Preamble of the Law of Public Education for

Cuba and Porto Rico, Mr. Ramon M. de Araiztegui,
Secretary-General of Cuba, expressed himself as follows:

•• What fruit can we expect from bad seed thrown
upon virgin soil, and cultivated by evil-minded teachers?
Evil doctrines are found everJ'\vhere, even in the ele
mentary text books of geography. In one of them, we
read that the greatest event recorded in the history of
America during the present centul'y, is the Rebellion
of Bolivar. III this seductive form, the tender mind
of the child is prepared to admire the crime of treason."

Soon afterward, Mr. Antonio de Trueba, refening to
the publication of Mr. Aristides Rojas.on the" Vasque
people in the history of Venezuela," mentions Bolivar as
the liberator (El Libertador) and adds, that he uses the
term following Rojas, but not on his own account.
Later on, he writes in this sneering vein; "I hope that
no one has imagined, that I could contribute in any way

i to the glorification of the history of Latin-America."
, In 1892 the Union Oomtitucional of Havana, the
organ of tIle InteyristaB, fulminated its wrath against
the Colombians, who were described as ignorant
Indians. This was done, in answer to an article in
which the neighboring Republic was praised in a mim
ner, that was thought to be disparaging to the Spanish
Administration in Cuba.

Mr. Ment:ndez Pelayo, an eminent Spanish writer and
critic, retired from active politics, has not been able to
keep out of his writings, the evidence of rancor against
the emancipated colonies. In the first edition of his
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book, Oiencia Espanola, he states, that ingratitude amI
disloyalty are the fruits of the American soil. In llili
Antolo[lia de Poeta, lu"pa'llo-americano" he evinces a
hostile spirit against the dearest traditions of the Amer
ican peoples. He disdaius the greatest poets of the
New World as filibu,ter,. The same Mr. Rojas of Ven
ezuela, and my distiugnished compatriot, Mr. Enrique
Piiieyro, have taken occasion to criticise vigorously,
this outbreak of political hatred in the fields of literary
speculation, more especially since Mr. Men~l1dez y Pe
layo, was supposed to have undertaken the writing of
the Anthology, in the in terests of "peaoe and concilia
tion."

Mrs. Soledad Acosta de Samper in her Viqie a
Espana en 1890, writes as follows:

" Notwithstanding the undeniable kindly feeling with
which the Americans were received, who were invited
by the Mother Country to assist ill the celebration of
the Centenary of the Discovery of America, notwith
standing the extraordinary hospitality that was shown
to the foreigners in Madrid, and in spite of the evident
desire to entertain pleasantly the children who once re
belled against the authority of Spain, notwithstanding
..II this, it is very evident that they have not been sin·
ilerely pardoned. It was not rare to notice the uncon·
,cious cropping out of the bitter resentment, that dwells
even to this day, in the hearts of the vanquished in the
struggle for liberty.

" Even though we visited Spain at the time when we
might say she was engaged in flirting with the descend·
ents of her ancient colonists, and though she desired
to please them, still, in familiar conversations, in unpre·
pared speeches, sUlldculy a \Val d here, or an exchuna·
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tion there, allowed us to see that even the most en·
thusiastic Americanists, had 1I0t forgotten their com·
plaints against the emancipated children of old. Mean
while, the latter are proud to accept as their own, the
glorious memories of the history of Spain. They de·
light in the deeds of heroism accomplished by men of
their own Face, from the Navas de Tolosa to BaiUn.
But the Peninsulars cannot be brought to think in the
same way of American heroes, such as Bolivar, San
Martin, O'Higgins, etc.

"About these, the Spaniards are willing to say very
little or ellle to speak of them with hatred. The BO

called Americanists, exclude absolutely from their dis
cussions, all reference to the period of the War of In
dependence. Why should they feel irritated by the re
sults of the Revolution of Independence, when we are
all branches of the same tree?" Finally, even to this
date, January 16th, 1896, we find published in the
Heraldo of Bogota, the following paragraph from a let
ter written by a distinguished Colombian, who has re
sided sometime in Spain:

"To day, all the efforts of this nation are as one, to
conquer the Cuban patriots whose ideals are so worthy
of success. The war in Cuba, has been an excuse, to
sneer at our Spanish-American countries, and 11as given
the occasion to ridicule, and even to offend us. They
tell us that we have not progressed, that we are the
pariahs of the earth, that our governments are organ
~zed dictatorships under the cover of Republicanism,
9nd so on, with many other painful reflections on the
volitical statl1s of our Latin Republics."

A Spanish paper published in Mexico, points out an
other of the perils of Cuban independence, in the an-
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nexation to the United States, who would then easily
find the means to absorb the whole of the American
Continent.

I would like to know what island of Cuba did the
United States control, when, earlier in the century,
they took posse88ion of the vast Mexican territory.
Aud they were not then the powerful nation they are
now. In another work I examined carefully two Jears
ago, w.hat I called the territorial ambition of the United
States, and I believe that I succeeded in proving that
such ambition does not exist at the present time, in the
people or its Government. Among other arguments, I
quoted the recent evidence in the Hawaiian Islands,
and the Isthmus of Panama. But even if this appetite
of times gone by, the times of "lavery, was to be awak·
ened once more, the annexation could only be brought
about after consulting the wish of the interested people.
American laws would not permit it otherwise. Within
these conditions, the political change could not take
place, because the general sentiment of the Cubans is
against annexation. As to forcible occupation of the
island, no one will suppose the nation capable of such

I monstrosity. It is not the practice of the United States
to do such things, nor would modern civilization permit
them. Furthermore, if the United States made up
their minds to undertake this conquest, they could do
it just as easily were Cuba under the Spanish flag, or
were she an independent country. It would be very
easy to take advantage of the frequent sources of dis
agreement with Spain, to declare war with that country,
and plant the Star Spangled Banner on the fortifica
tions of the island. Who could oppose them? En
gland? The English Lion may accept a fight with the
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American Eagle, but certainly the time bas gone by
when she would provoke such ~ conflict. France? As
long 8S she has 1Iot settled her accounts with Germany,
she will avoid conflicts with powerful civilized nations.
Germany and Russia? They have no colonial interests
in America. And Russia, were she to draw her sword,
would rather do it in favor of her old friend, the
American Union. As regards a European coalition of
the great Powers, we know very well that the United
States has no fear of such coalition. The last European
coalition, that of the Holy Alliance, was broken up as
far as America was concerned, by a single message of
President Monroe.

It had better be known once for all that, if the Amer
ican Union has not taken possession of Cuba, it is sim
ply because it does not wish to.* I cannot see that
Latin·America is impl'riled by any spirit of conquest,
on the part of the United States. Were there such
a danger, it certainly would be neith£:r increased nor
decreased by the change of government in Cuba; a
bulwark arainst the United States, the island cannot
be, thougb Spain occupy it; a bulwark for their de-
fence. . they need no bulwark.

• An Interesting paper on thl! question may be (ound In the Revuede. deua
JlO1Ide. rot" 1893, by II ~. De Varlgoy.



CHAPTER XXX.

THE DESTRUC'fION OF PROPERTY.

LaoZB8 te den tos boeques, tos cadeaas
Hierro para lochar, las tempestades
80 foror, y el recuerdo de tus peo..
Odio mortal para que 00 te apiades..
Coovierte tus JM'f1luIcos eo almeoas,
Tus campos hilA, incendia lUll ciudadea
Y si ser grande y l'ellpelada quieres,
De ti 00 mAs la salvaci6u espefft.

Nulles de Arce, Lalllelltaci6r& de B,roa.

Traotl1atioo.-Take from your woods the shaft. of laoCf'll, aod from
yoor chaios the steel. From the tempesta, streogth j aod from the
memory of your sorrows, etemlll haired thllt you may feel 00 pity.
Let the mouotain rocks be yoor f,l8lof'llll. Ravage your fielda, burn
yoor cities, aod if you wish to be great Dud respected you, youreelf,
most 8trike the blow.

If the owners of sugar plantations be allowed to
gather their crops, the resources of our enemies will be
greater. Common seuse will dictate that it is to the in
terest of the liberating army, to deprive the Government
of these resources. Weare in times of war, not ill
times of peaceful crops. The order of the CUbllll
chieftaills to destroy the cane fields, not the machinery, ,
is a matter of necessity and self-preservation. The long
duration of the former Revolution, was in part due
to the failure to cany out this measure in the western
provinces.

All this is obvious, and yet it has brought upon the
patriots the accusations that they are incendiaries, brig
ands and enemies of civilizatiou.

This is not to be wondered at. The same aCClIsRtiollll
are made in all wars. The author of these lines had
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occallioll to answer such charges in an article written
for La &volflCio7l, of New York, on March 27th, 1871,
which is reproduced below. The article was written to
refute charges made by a Spanish paper, published also
in New York.

INCENDIARI8M.

Our colleague maintains that the system of burning
the cane fields, is a crime against society, and furthu··
more useless, as time has proven. And further adtltl,
that such crimiual conduct excludes our compatriots
from the number of those described by our colleague ill
a former itlsue as .. men who may appear one tlay
through force, or through law as criminals, and on the
next as heroes, without at any time ceasing to be honest
men, who serve their country honorably."

Does our colleague believe that the mere fact of set
ting fire to property, constitutes a crime?

The answer to this must be simply yes or no. We
expect nothing more from him, who prides himself on
being clear and to the point.

In our opinion voluntary incendiarism may, or may
not be, a crime. Among the many cases in which it
cannot be deemed as such, stands the one that interests
us now; namely, the employment of fire as a war meas·
ure, to damage the enemy, in defence of a good cause.

Our colleague, we hope, will admit this as an axio
matic truth.

If he does not, he will have to pull down many
statues that have been raised by gratitude and patriot
ism i and as he breaks them to pieces, he will find 1I0t
• rew that are venerated by his own countrymen.

Washington is universally acknowledged to be one
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of the noblest figures of modern bistory. Everyone
acknowledges him to be a model of honesty and patriot
ism. His enemies, however, in 1778 called him the de
Btroyer of citieB. This Dame had been given him before

!Sullivan, following his orders, laid waste the Genesee
Valley, burning all crops and towns, from that valley
to the Susquehanna.

When three years later, Mrs. Motte persuaded the
American patriots to set fire to her own properties in
South Carolina, when she sped the first inflamed arrow
that was to burn the buildings where the enemy had
fortified himself, she did an act that has received the
highest praise.

When Bacon burnt the city of Jamestown in Virginia
to prevent Berkley from taking possession of it, and
many of the patriots applied the torch to their own
properties, they acted not as criminals but as men of
noble courage.

The English General, Ross, entered Washington after
the battle of Bladensburg, and set fire to the national
buildings by order of his government.

Duriug the Civil war of the United States, Early
burnt two-thirds of the city of Chambersburg, because
it refused to contribute half a million dollars. During
the campaign around Vicksburg, General Grierson
burnt and destroyed property valued at 14,000,000.
The Confederates, when they abandoned Savannah,
burnt all the warehouses where cotton was stored, and
also destroyed a considerable portion of the oity.

Our colleague does not ignore, for it was published
in its own columns, that during the Franoo-Prussian
war, the French more than once set fire to their own
fields, in order to deprive the enemy of resources.
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From the history of Spain, we could site many oppor
tune examples, without going hack to the history of
the desperate heroism of Sagunto, and Numancia, in
their resistance to the Carthegians, and to Scipio, the
African. Nor need we recall the burning of Lisbon by
Henry II., nor the bishops who proposed the destruction
of Ubeda after its capture from the Moors, nor tile
wholesale destruction of the Vega of Granada.

In more recent times, when the Spanish people rose
as one man, to drive out the French invader, it is gener
ally admitted that the destruction of bridges, roallt~,

mills and warehouses, fields and villages" was an art
that the Spanish taught the Russians," and which tile
latter imitated in the burning of Moscow. In subse
quent years, up to the present time C'at'lists and C'hl'is
tines and all political parties that have risen in arms in
Spain, have made free use of the torch, including Gen
eral Narvaez, who no doubt is one of the men most ad
mired by our colleague.

But what more Deed we say? During the present
war were not the Spaniards the first to burn plallta
tions? Did they not burn the plantation of La Demnja
gua of Carlos M. de Cl-'spedes? Have we 1I0t read re
cently, official Spanish dispatches from Sancti Spiritus,
and Puerto Pri'ncipe, reporting the destruction hy fh'e
of every hut, ranch and plantation where the pntJiots
might find shelter?

The Cubans burn their own properties, that the
enemy may not utilize them, and they burn the enemy's
property, to cut off their resources and force them to
abandon the territory. There can be nothing more
reasonable.

No doubt, our colleague, unwilling to argue against
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rogic, will tell us now, that burning is all right when it
is done by the Spaniards, but all wrong when it is done
by the Cubans.

Such was my article written in 1871.
I might quote innumerable cases of destruction of

property as a military measure, such as the breaking of
the dykes in the Low Countries. As I am writing iu
Colombia, I shall refer especially to the bnrning of Patia.
by the patriots, and of Turbaco, just before the siege
of Cllrthagena. The historian, Restrepo, tells us how
Garefa Toledo set fire to his own plantations of Guayepo
and Barragan.

General Paez, in his autobiography, (Vol. I., page
175) says:

"I held a council of citizens of San Fentando, and
informed them of my resolution to abandon the town,
and allow the enemy to cross the rivers Apure and
Arauca, in order to draw him into the deserts already
mentioned. My proposition was unanimously adopted,
and they offered to burn the city to ashes, that tIle
enemy might not use it as a basis of important military
operations. They declared they were ready to set fire
to their own houses, and to join the liberating army.
This sublime resolution was put into effect as Boon as
the Royalist Army appeared 011 the left bank of the river.
Happy days were those when the true love of liberty
abided in men's souls.



CHAPTER XXXI.

HOHB BULE.

TIUll AUTONOHI8TS.-THEIR P A8T•

.. Hopi", agaiut lta]w."

THEBE was a time, when patriotism justified the ex
iatence of the Autonomist Party. It has had its day.
Cuba must ever remember with gratitude, the courage
with which the autonomists have defended our liberties.
That that gratitude might not end in reproach, one
thing has been wanting, the dissolution of the party at
the right time. The party has discharged all its duties,
except that it has not known when to die.

After the Zanjon Agreement, it was necessary that
the country should not be left entirely at the mercy of
the Integri,ta,. The problems of the abolition of slavery,
of the economic reorganization, of the permanent estab·
lishment of the recently gained rights, were still to be
solved. To the victors all these reforms were repug
nant, and if they had been left alone, the work of the
Revolution would have been lost. As to the Insurgents,
Bome ef them abandoned the island, not a few of them
with a fixed determination to renew the struggle, but
for the time being, without leaders and without organ
ization. Those who remained, devoted themselves to
recoup their lost fortunes, without daring tp lift up
their courage with warlike hopes.

Then arose the group which, at a preliminary meet
ing of organization, on August 9th, 1878, gave itself the
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name of Liberal Party. The suspicious, reactionary
party did not permit them to assume a more definite
title. The first campaign of the party was, therefore, a
struggle for the right to call jti>elf Autonomi8t. And
that was its first victory. There was much opposition,
on the part of the Spaniards, to cOllceue the legal right
of E'xistence to the Home Rule Party. The right within
the law was finally admitted, and the first great mass
meeting of the Autonomist Party was held on April
1st of 1882.

I have followed the vicissitudes of the careers of
these leaders, and their followers step by step; I have
felt the anguililh of sympathy for their labors; I have
supported with my mite their efforts, and I believe it is
an act of justice, to praise the courage they have shown
against the hostile demonstration of the selfish partisans
of the Colonial Regime. Their struggles it would be a
long task even to enumerate. In the space of seven
teen years, they have succeeded in bringing many
Spaniards to their way of thinking, not only in Culla,
but also in Spain, where they have been joined by a
considerable portion of the Republican Party, includ
ing such men as Salmeron, and Pi y Margall. The Au
tonomists gave the following summary of their triumphs,
in a manifesto issued on the 4th of April, 1895:

"The abolition of slavery, the promulgation of the
fundamental law of the state, the liberty of the press,
the freedom of speech, of education and of worship,
to the sa,me extent and with the same guarantees that
they are enjoyed ill the Peninsula. The right of public
trial, the civil marriage and the civil register, the ap
plication of all the modern, civil and penal legislation
adopted in the Mother Country;-a very important
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gain for a people who, until recently, had been gov·
erned by laws that did not belong to this century; the
suppression of differential and export duties; the re
duction of thirty-three per cent. of the taxes left by the
war; the public and official adoption by all parties, of
a portion of our economic system; and the abandon
ment of the principle of assimilation, in favor of an
especial decentralizing system, which will eventually
lead to the adoption of our whole program of Home
Rule."

Without attempting to detract from the glory of the
Autonomists, I must, however, bring forward some
qualifications to the above statement:

lst.-They cannot claim for themselves all tIle glory
of these achievements, I\S far as they go. This, they,
themselves, admit. A large share of the credit belongs
to the Revolutionists of 1868-78. The Autonomilits
have 'been simply the pacific followers of the Revolu
tion. The proof of this we find, in that the Reform
Party was unable to attain any concessions for Culm,
before 1868. The Commission of Information of 1866,
we all know to have been nothing but a snare. The
strength of the Autonomists lay in the fact, that Spain
was convinced that they represented a country that
could appeal to arms, and could defend itself without
being conquered.

2d'.-80me of the triumphs enumerated in the above
quoted manifesto, are open to the criticism that the
claims are too absolute. For instance, the import
duties have not been entirely abolished. They have'
been relJIaced rather by duties on consumption, and by
the increase of the import duties, as I have mentioned
in another part of this book. Besides, I should have



426 HOME RULE.

mentioned then, that a discount of one per cent., has
been further added to all payments made by the
State.

3d.-All that Spain has granted in the line of liber·
ties and rights, has beeu in the shape of such conce~

sions as would not interfere with her right of plunder.
She has refused to grant such concessions, as would
permit the country" to manage its own affairs honestly.
The Autonomist organ, El Pai" on the 11th and 26th
of January, 1890, has itself proclaimed the lameness of
their own victorieEl. On the first of these dntes appears
the following melancholy confession:

" Shall we have the strength necessary to persevere,
and bring to a happy finish, our generous enterprise?
Is it not possible that we mny have to give up our use
less efforts in this sterile fight? Is the hour approach
ing when we shall have to call upon our party to dis
solve, exhausted, and witllOut hope in the future?' Our
situation is indeed a grave one. The riform, obtained
after ten years of constant ,truggle have degenerated in 10

many privileges for the dominating caste. The popular
I bodies are in the hands of the Integri,taR. Fortune al
, ways perches on their banners-it is not in nill that
she is painted blind. The Cubans are driven from all
participation in affairs, as if they resided ill a foreign
land. The policy of the past is still in the ascendency
-the same fatal, uncompromising and exclush'e policy.
. . . They (the Peninsulars) still enjoy the privileges
of the old regime, beside those obtained by the falsifi
cation of the new one. They have lost nothing. They
have made gains in every direction. The country, on
the other hand, finds that it has been impoverished and
played upon."
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4th.-A caricature of Home Rule was to have been
granted recently, but it was neither disinterested in its
motives, nor sincere in its organization.

Let us look into the motives.
I On the 7th of December, 1892, the conservative
ministry of Mr. Canovas fell, and was replaced by the
Sagasta Ministry with Mr. Manra in the Colonial office.

Toward the end of 1892 Mr. Montgomery Gadd, an
agent of the Rothschilds, was in the United States in
vestigating monetary matters. He was ordered by his
principals to proceed to Havana, and obtain information
concerning a credit of three hundred million dollars,
that the Spanish Government was contemplating. One
third of this was to be destined to the treasury of the
Peninsula, and the remainder to the operations on the
Cuban debt (some sort of conversion, I suppose, to re
duce the charges of the same). The customs revenues,
and perhaps other Cuban rents, were to guarantee the
negotiations. But the English, French and German
banks were not satisfied with the guarantee of the Gov·
ernment alone. They wished to have the Colony share

till the responsibility, so that in the event of separation
from the Mother Country she (the Colony) should con
tinue to pay her share of the debt. To secure this de
sired end, it was necessary that Cuba should saddle upon
herself the load, and the only way to do this was to
give her representation, in some sort of governing
Council endowed with sufficient power to do so. This
is practically Home Rule. The Executive Committee
of the Autonomist Party, gave a very guarded answer
to these propositions, stating that they could only con
Bider the matter when it was presented by the legiti
mate authorities; nllmely, the Spanish Government.
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The lntegri.tQ' showed themselves frankly hostile to
the measure, as they do with every step that may lead
toward Home Rule. It is stated, that the United States
also objected to the plan, because they saw in it the
hand of England, endeavoring to secure, as chief creditor,
the same dominion she holds in Egypt, and secondarily,
to control the Panama Canal.

Such were the statements published in several news
papers of Havana; among these we may mention La
Luc'ha; fa Revista Cttbana in its issue of December of
1892; La Sitttaciun in its issue of February 11th, 1893 ;
and fa UniOn Oon,titttcional in its evening edition of
June 13th of the same year.

Since February, 1893, the press began to discuss the
reforms proposed by Mr. Maun., who, on the 5th of
June, brought before the Cortes his bill for a semi-Au·
tonomic organization. Thi8 WI\S vigorously opposed by
the Integri.fa., but was finally voted upon in a modi·
fied form at the beginning of 1895. Mr. Abarzuza was
then Minister of the Colonies. The Union Oon.tiftt
t!ional, in the issue above quoted, insists that the only
object of this reform, was to favor the plans of the
bankers.

With respect to the organization of the Chamber or
Council, the bill presents, among many other defects,
the following: Of the thirty members composing the
Conncil, the Government is to appoint one-haH and the
other fifteen are to be appointed by popular election.
The Governor-Geneml has the right to sllilpend any
number of the members of this Council, while the reo
mainder may continue to discharge the functions of the
hody. The Governor-General may even suspend the
whole corporation. It is by no means certain, that the
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Autonomists can secure the election of the fifteen elect
ive members, because the Ilitegri8ta8 are there to pre·
vent this, with the support of the Govel'Dment at the
polls. Now, if the Autonomists fill only four or five of
the places, and their occupantll are suspended by the
Governor-General, were the remainder to vote for the
above-mentioned credit negotiation, where will the Au
tonomists be? What will they do? Will they con
tinue still" to murmur their sad complaints in the halls
of Spanish legislation," as the brilliant and bitter phrase
of our Manuel de la Cruz puts it?

The authorization once obtained, the credit of the
country once compromised, we should not be at all sur
prised to see the Government suppress the Autonomic
comedy, and reestablish the old regime. All that would
be needed, would be to state, that the experiment had
pl'oved to be a dangerous one, that the integrity of the
territory was threatened, and the National Legislature
would soou comply. There are precedents enough, to
\varrant this supposition. 'Ve have already mentioned
how "the Reform Bill of Mr. Moret, was suppressed in
Porto Rico. There are no laws to stop an arbitrary
power, and the Autonomists know this only too well.
The promises of the Government have never had any
weight, nor can they have, as we have seen in the letter
of General Martinez Campos.

The Autonomists should never have accepted this
farce. Let the Spanish Government raise loans to its
heart's content, ~et them compromise the credit of tbe
country as far as they believe they can do it, but let
there he no Cuban vote in complicity with their schemes,
aJld let the foreign money-lenders understand that when
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Cuba shall be free, she l:lhall consider no obligations tha.t
have been contracted against het, will.

We shall now consider still further, the fallacies of
this so-called Home Rule bill. According to this meas·
ure, the general estimatel:l of the country, shall be pre
pared by the Intendent of Finance, the business of the
council being simply, to inform upon these financial
measures. The Superior Government can modify them
at will, and the Cortes must approve or disapprove. Of
what use, then, is this Council or Chamber to Cuba?
And yet the whole Cuban problem rests upon this finan
cial question. I do not fear to assert, that if reasonable
public estimates had been submitted since the Zanj6n
Agreement, there would have been no second revolution.

The Autonomists, convinced that Spain would never
satisfy their ideall:l, and seeing clearly through the in·
sincerity of this Home Rule bill. should not have stood
in the way of the Revolution. The Autonomists should
have acknowledged their impotence, should have dis.
solved their own party, and should have stood up. with
the country as one man, face to face with the Spanish
power.

This was to be expected of them especially, because
the Autonomists had never declared, that the Govern
ment did not deserve to be kicked out of the country.
In their protestations of peace, which we have no rea
son to doubt were sincere, they have expressed abhor
rence of war, for its consequences and because of the
uncertainty of the future, but there appears no denial
of a just cause of war, in the paragraphs I am about to
quote. The manifesto of the Executive Committee of
the party, of February 2, 1892, states:

.. The ominous days of absolute government, and of
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legislation by decrees, have come back to us. Notwith
8tanding the prerogatives of a Parliamentary govern·
ment. the tendency is still kept alive, to look upon the
colonies as Crowu property, subject only to the control
of the executive power. The Legislative power inter
venes, only secondarily, to save the appearances, and the
name of National representation, or to make good the
excesses of the Minister aud his delegates. Here, the
principle of authority, must stand above everything,
though the laws may suffe I·. What use then, to have
representatives and senators, if they are to be nothing
but figureheads? What guarantee can we expect of a
representative government. and what weight can we ex
pect our vote to have i\l Parliament, when the whole
life of the Colony, its interests, its rights, its well·being.
its culture. its future. must all depend upon the arbi
trary will of a government which is. in fact. irrespon.
sible? "

This is. indeed. a cry of despair. Either the prin
ciples of logic are a dead letter, or the people who ex·
press themselves in such language, must be writing theil'
wills to go to war. The same mailifesto, calls upon all
those who are dissatisfied, to join in the general propa
ganda of agitation, through the press and public plat
form. The Executive Committee were \lot blind to the
fact, that it is easier to let loose the popular wrath, than
to restrain it; and though they protested their sincere
love for peace, and a firm determination not to deviate
frOID the legal paths, (otherwise the members would
have been held as rebels) still the document continues:

"If during the agitation that we propose to keep up
throughout the island, the Government should interfere
systematically with our purposes. if the constitutional
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rights be trampled upon, we shall still have further
proof, that the policy of hatred and oppression, rules the
hour. The time may be at hand then, when the Party
shall dissolve itself, and the people may have to appeal
to aupreme mea.'Uru."

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
" Were this day to come, we, ourselves, convinced of

Qur impotence, will accept the dissolution of the Party
with profound sorrow. The mind recoils, and the heart
becomes oppressed, with the thought of our beloved
country left without a guiding hand, in the toils of tyr
almy, or perhaps .tained with the blood oj mortal con·
flict."

Similar opinions have been expressed, by individual
members of the Executive Committee of the Autono
mist Party.

Mr. Rafiel Montoro, who is the mouthpiece of the
Party, finished with the following paragraph a speech
delivered in the Tacon Theatre, on the 22d of February,
1892:

" But yesterday, and the general agitation might have
been quieted by modest and gradual concessions of re
forms. 'To-day, these concessions, these reforms, must
be far reaching. To-morrow, yes, I say it dispassion.
ately, they must be still more radical, and even then,
perhaps tl,ev will come too late. We may, or may not, be
then in public life, but the cry from all the. people, will
be heard clamoring for these reforms. Let our Gov
ernment remember the celebrated parable of the Sybil
of Lord Brougham, with its lessons to give way in
time and not resist the force of public opinion. The
people are still awaiting. clamoring for reasonable reo
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lorms; let not tlle Goverllment assume the responsibility
of driving them to go beyond this."

Mr. G. Millet, a distinguished member of the Auton
omist Party, expressed himself in similar terms, in a
pamphlet published in Madrid, in 1890.

"Let us not be deceived by delusions. The die is i

cast, and the struggle is on, between the 1\ietropolis,
striving to oppress and plunder, on the one lJand, aud
on the other the Colony refusing to die. It is not
difficult to see what will happen in the end, for history
leaves no doubt upon this question."

"It is impossible for two peoples t~ continue united,
though they be of the same race, when their interests
have become incompatible, and one of tlJem strives to
live and flourish at the expense of the other. Such a
union is an impossibility, even ill individual life between
father and son."

Another distinguished Autonomist member of the
Executive Committee, Mr. Fernandez de Castro, made
the following stirring address in a Popular meeting in
Havana:

"If the day were to come when it should be made
clear to us that the guarantees of our rights were a
cruel lie, and the consecration of our modest liberties,
nothing but a mockery; if the moment were to come
when the Cubans in sacred concert must appeal to
Heaven, for what they do not find on earth, to God for
what men will not give .•.. ah! then, gentlemen,
we who are the first to stand watch in the vanguard of
peace, and to take part in the struggles on the public
platform, we shall be also among the first to confront
death, for the honor of our families, the happiness of
our country and the triumphs of liberty."

i6
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Another Autonomist, member of Parliament, Mr. E.
Giberga, informed that body in very plain terms, 011

November 26th, 1894, that the Separatists would find
the people ripe for revolution, on account of the oppo
sition to the granting of reforms.

I imagine that the above quotations will be sufficient,
to convince the fair minded reader.

I am willing to accept if it is necessary, and only half
willing, that the burning phrases above quoted were
not intended as a direct appeal to arms, but it must
also be admitted, that they denounce the conduct of the
Government, as the determining cause of a possible up
rising. If the words do not call out plainly, To arm, I

They certainly do justify, in advance, uprisings that
perhaps are not wished for, they may even be dreaded,
but the justification of which, is clearly confessed.
Hence it is, that our profound thinker, Mr. Manuel San
guily, had sufficient grounds for the statement that the
most powerful factor of the present Revolution was, un
intentionally indeed, the "continuous and splendid
Autonomist propaganda." Hence it is also, that a very

i considerable portion of the data presented in this book,
has been obtained from the Autonomist organ, El
Pail. The Autonomists have justified the Revolution;
the Separatists are making it. The former are the
postulate, the latter the coIloral'Y of the war.

From all that I have said, we may conclude, first,
that the Autonomists have contemplated with fear the
advent of war, not because they considered it unjust,
but because they thought it dangerous. And second,
that the peaceful conquests of the Autonomists, which
they themselves acknowledged to be futile and which,
such as they were, were chiefly the result of the Revo-
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Jution of Yara j that their peaceful conquests. I say, did
not prevent the official pluuder of the island.

Are these two facts sufficient ground for them to
maintain that the Government hat! fulfilled the pledges
llnde at Zanjon? Do they justify the stand oC the
\utonomists, in the present conflict, in opposition to
he founders of the Cuban nation?

"'-~_.-.



CHAPTER XXXII.

HOME RULE-THE AUTONOMISTS-THEm PRESENT
AND FUTURE.

It was a vain delusion of the Executive Committee
of the Autonomist Party, to imagine that they could
stop the Revolution. The people who confided to
them the direction of their affairs, withdrew the powers
they gave, from the moment they took up arms. From
one end of the Colony to the other, the patriotic camps
are filled with Autonomists. Everybody knows that
the Junta (Executive Committee) has been left alone.
What are its members waiting for? What curatorship
are they discharging, when their pupils have already be
come of age?

Another fiction of their brain, is the belief that their
present status can be continued indefinitely. The In·
tegristas are bringing strong pressure upon Martfnez
Campos to force him to adopt severe measures. Were
the General to die, or to resign, or were he to be sent
home by the irreconcilable party as General Dulce was,
then the personal safety of the Autonomists will be
imperiled, aud they will either have to wander in peni.
tence through foreign lands, or they will have to join
the ranks of the Revolution.

Many of my compatriots are quite ready to say harsh
words against the Autonomists. I listen to them with
deep pain. I can not censure these expressions, but I
shall nut repeat them, because there is in the human

(438)
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heart, a natural resistance not unmixed with pain, to
condemn to-day, what was sincerely loved yesterday.
And beside, now that the Autonomist group is break
ing up and swelling the ranks of the patriots, [ hope
that when the penitents are received with open arms,
there shall be no cruel words between tlJem that must
be forgotten. The Autonomists have said too much
that needs pardoning. I can imagine their profound
sorrow when Cuba shall look upon them as strangers
or enemies, and Spain shall regard them as useless
auxiliaries, who rendered no aid in the hour of danger.

The Autonomists maintain, that the countl'y is op
posed to war, and that for this reason, the Government
will triumph. They believe that in the days of peace
to come, they will secure the happiness of the Colony,
with the accomplishment of their ideals. They believe,
on the other hand, that they see danger in the inde
pendence of the island.

To discuss calmly these questions at the present
moment, when the blood of our heroes colors the banner
of Yara, a Separatist must indeed make a great ef}"ort.
I shall make the effort. I shall forget that I was born
in Cuba, I shall forget, if that is possible-and they
seem to forget it I-that those who perish on the road
side, under the shadow of our palms, and those who
march to the scaffold are their brothers and my broth
ers.

I shall suppose I am an Egyptian, a Tartar, or what
you will, but that I know something of the old Cuban
contention. I see from one end to the other of that
island, more than sixty thousand men in arms who
fight bravely, victors to-day, vanquished tomorrow, but
never despairing. I see their hosts, coming to the very
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gates of the Capital. Not all of them are armed, some
of them have only their bare hands, trusting to capture
their weapons from the enemy. Spain has an army of
one hundred and sixty thousand men, between troops
of the line and Spanish volunteers. She has the best
modern machinery of war arsenals, abundantly sup
l'lied with ammunition, as if she wel'e bent on the re
conquest of the new world. She has at her command,
artillery and well mounted troops of cavalry. She en·
joys international facilities to pour all these elements
into the island. The cities are hers, the fortresses are
hers, the revenues are in her power, she commands a
powerful fleet to patrol the coasts in pursuit of armed
expeditions, every ship commanded by a Goliath of the
sea, to use a caustic expression of Piileyro. The ex
peditions, however, do make a landing almost any
where. From fields and villages, legions come to give
information of the movements of the enemy, or to
bring supplies, or to offer recruits. From the seaports,
on whose loyalty the Government prides itself, ships
sail incessantly with their human cargo of Cuban
prisoners, for the Penal Colonies of Africa. The forts
and prisons of the Colony are packed with prisoners
apprehended in the cities. What does this signifJ?
If the country disapprove of this conflict, why does it
not rise en malle, to chastize the disturbers of public
order? Why does it not pursue them as wild beasts?
Why does it not save the state, the sacrifice of depriv
ing so many unhappy Spanish mothers of their beard
less boys, who come to die of yellow fever, or to leave
their torn and wounded limbs, a feast for buzzards 011

the wayside?
That the Government will conquer? I oontinue to
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be a Tartar, and I observe. Everything is po88ible, but
the proud prophesies of crushing the rebellion within
six months, have not been fulfilled. Within a few days,
the 24th of February, the first anniversary will have
been reached and the Revolution is stronger than it
was in the beginning, stronger than it ever was in her
best days of the former struggle. The wiuter season
that was to be so fruitful in Spanish victories, is haIr'

-through. The rainy season will begin in March and
the yellow fever will begin its work of de\'astation in
May . . As the Cubans have no salaries to pay, as
they have no military administration to rob them, their
expenses are not to be compared with those of the
enemy. Such as they are, they are sufficiently covered
by contributions from the compatriots who reside
within, and without the island, as well as the generous
donations of the people who sympathize with our
cause. Meanwhile, the Government has exhausted the
metalic reserve of the Bank of Spain, and seems to be
getting ready to appeal to the use of paper money.
The Spaniards can get no revenues from the island, as
the insurgents have put a stop to sugar grinding, and
the money chests of Europe will soon close against
Spain, in view of her threatening insolvency. But if,
after all this, the Revolution were to be put down,
others and still others will follow, for the love of in
dependence is not a passing caprice but a natural and
)ll"Ofound sentiment, that is transmitted from genera
tion to generation.

With respect to Home Rule, Spain will have now the
same reasons to object to it, that she has had in the
past. She cannot bring herself to give up her tradi
tions of dictatorship, and submit to a legal regime, th.at
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would force her to accept anything that was Cuban.
She cannot give up the commercial monopolies, which
are the life of the Peninsular Provinces. She cannot
abandon the spoils of office which she distributes to hench
men of Spanish politicians. Were she some day by
force of circumstances, brought to accept the Autonomic
government for the island, she would be ever ready to
'suppress it, at the first opportunity.

With regard to the dangers that may follow the
establishment of an independent government, they are
but exaggerations of fear. But suppose such fear to be
well founded; between two evils we must choose the
lesser evil, and Spanish domination is certainly the
greater of the two. It is evident that she has not made
Cuba happy; and it is temerity to seek good, where we
know it does not exist. I am not a pessimist, but if
Cuba were condemned to eternal misery, let her suffer
among her own people, who will partake with her her
sorrows, and not make of her the spoil of foreign adven
turers. Misfortune brings with her, a train of duties
that civic virtue must bear. When a country suffers,
it certainly will find no consolation in forging tighter
the bonds of tyranny, but rather, it should receive new
life, from the air that Liberty breathes. Without ad
mitting that the Autonomists are in possession of all
the intelligence, science and illustration of Cuba, we
may concede that many of them are men of learning
and ability. Let them put their capacities at the service
of the new Republic, and they will contribute to our
salvation. Only by so doing. can they prevent their
ancient laurels from turning to thorns.

And now I resume my Cuban personality once more
to bring to the mind, an idea of an old master who was
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also a mllster of the Autonomists. The illustrious
Count of Pozos Dulces used to say, that 81lain had
played in America the part that Cain plays in the
Bible. The Autollomists came to public life, proclaim
ing themselves as the defenders of Abel. Let them
now thiuk, w]lether in this supreme crisis of their
country, they care to figure in history with their hands,
like those of Cain, stained with blood.



PART III.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

THE PROSPERITY OF CUBA.

BY F. G. PIERRA.

CAail"fllml oj the RefIOlutionary QnnmiU~ in the United StaleI/.

THE advocates of Spanish rule in Cuba, frequently
point to the prosperity of the island, as a proof that the
Spanish regime, far from having been illjurioUS, has
been beneficial to the country.

How far that prosperity is, or has ever been l'eal, and
to what extent it has been promoted by the Spanish
government, we shall presently see.

Everybody knows that sugar and tobacco are the two
principal products of the island. They alone, rept'e
t;ent about ninety per cent. of the total production of
the country, which, so far, is purely agricultural.

When the revolution broke out in February, 1895,
with few exceptions, tbe planters of Cuba were in a
state of insolvency. On a great many of the estates
work had been partially suspended, and in some alto
gether, because the owners, already overburdened with
debts, could not obtain further advances with which to
pay their laborers. The Spanish government itself,
many times declared then, that the main cause of the
illsurrection was the economic condition of the country,
and that if a great many country people had joined the

(444)
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Cuban army, it was because they found no other em
ployment. In order to remedy the evil consequences
of that condition, as far as it might be possible, GeR
eral Martinez Campos, immediately after his arrival,
projected several public works in various parts of the
island, and announced that the unemployed field labor
ers would find in them, occupation and a means of liv
ing. Some of the works were actually begun; but as
money was not overabundant they were soon discon.
tinued, while others were never attempted not only on
account of the scarcity of funds, but because it was ob
served that with or without public works, the laboring
classes continued to swell the ranks of the Cuban army.

Was the condition of the Cuban planters more sound
ill the preceding years?

At the termination of the war in 1878, with the ex
ception of a few Spanish magnates who had risen to
opulence through the wholesale confiscation of Cuban
elltates during the ten years' war, aud of which, by cor
ruption and fraud, tlley had become possessed, all the
lauded proprietors of tbe island were, if not utterly in
solvent, on tIle very verge of it. Had not foreign capi
tal, allured by illusory returns, then flowed into the
country, univen;al bankruptcy would have been imme
diate and inevitable. But fresh capital could not avert
the crisis which was sure to corne sooner or later, under
the Spanish regime. The fatal issue was delayed for a
few years; but it came at last with irresistible force.
From 1868 to the present day, considered as a whole,
Cuba has been in a state of insolvency. For the Span
iards, those were, no doubt, prosperous times, because
many of them became wealthy by ruining the country.

There have been periods, of course, when the island
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has enjoyed relative prosperity. Such a prosperity as
is possible where slavery constitutes the dynamic or
moving force of the economic organism: an artificial
and deceptive prosperity, brilliant and dazzling but un
substantial and fugitive. In a wOld, the prosperity
which the Southern States of the Unitel!. States enjoyed
before the war of secession. Without entering into a
long and tiresome economical investigation, we find no
better way of explaining to the American reader the
real nature of what has been called prosperolls timet! in
Cuba. It is a condition whose essential elements are
apparent economical well-being and moral and intel
lectual degradation.

But, except in one respect to which we shall pres·
ently refer, that apparent prosperity has in no way been
promoted or facilitated by the Spanish Government,
whose policy has only tended to obstruct and paralJze
the vital forces of the country.

Between 1795 and 1805, in consequence of the great
disturbances in the neighboring island of San Do
mingo, thousands of their planters, who at the time
were the most intelligent in the West Indies, came over
to Cuba with what they were able to save from the
wreck of their fortunes in the former island, and de.
voted themselves to the cultivation of the sugar cane
and coffee. To what extent they contributed to the
development of Cuban agriculture, is shown by the
simple fact that while the production of sugar in 1795
was only of 81,000,000 pounds, in 1805 it had risen to
72,000,000 pounds, while that of coffee, which in 1805
amounted to 6,900,000 pounds, in 1815 had reached
91,800,000 pounds. Can the Spanish Government claim
any share in the promotion of that change? None, in-
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deed; but it did have in obstructing and arresting it
when a few years later those French agriculturists were
ordered out of the island, and either lost their estates by
confiscation, or were compelled to sell them for one
tenth of their value. Two of those estates, sold at auc
tion by the Government, were bought by the maternal
grandfather of the writer of these lines, and are still the
property of the family. The price paid, scarcely cov
ered the cost of the buildings.

Another event which toward the end of the first
quarter of this century brought beneficial results to
Cuba, was the immigration in consequence of the Revo
lutionary war, from Mexico, New Granada, Peru and
other continental colonies, of thousands of persons both
of intelligence and of pecuniary means. Did the Go·v
ernment promote it? Far from it; those persoIls were
looked upon with suspicion, because it was feared that
they might be infected with the revolutionary fever
which prevailed on the continent.

But the period of so-called great prosperity in Cuba,
is that between 1840 and 1860. It has been depicted
bJ' the Spaniards with the most brilliant colors, as one
of overflowing wealth, unlimited abundance, and uni
versal weU-being. Did the Spanish Government con
tribute to bring about that condition, or did it have
anything to do with it except to use and abuse the ad·
vantage which it offered for greater corruption and
larger plunder? A simple statement will answer the
question.

In the decade of 1830·40 slavery was abolished in
the British 'Vest Indies, aud in the next decade in the
French West Indies. Their system of labor was ut
terly disorganized thereby and their agricultural pro-
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duction suffered a great reduction. So great, indeed,
that while ill 1830 the sugar exported from the British
West ludies amounted to 112,500 tons, in 1840 it did
not exceeu 41,000 tons. Jamaica -alone ill 1830 sup
plied 100,200 hogsheads, wh~reas in 1844, it contrib
uted only 34,400. On the other hand, the_pl'Oduction
of Cuba, which in 1830 amounted to no more than
97,500 tons, in 1840 had risen to 125,000, in 1855 to
381,000, and in 1860 to 564,000 tons. At the same
time the cousumption of that product was progreStling
rapidly everywhere. Sugar was becoming more and
more one of the necessaries of civilized life. In Grellt
Britain in 1844 the consumption amounted to 206,000
tons, and in 1855 it had reached 416,000 tous. In the
United States, the American reader knows how it has
increased from year to year. Cuba, therefore, had the
advantage of providing a rapidly increasing consump.
tion, precisely when the supplies furnished by her com
petitors were rapidly decreasing. This meant for the
Cuban planters, a ready market, high prices and a large
profit. For the Spanish Government, it meant a large
field for rapine and plunder, and it so well improved
the opportunity, that the Cuban proprietors, even under
those most extraordinary and advantageous circum
stances, were able to capitalize scarcely anything. It
would be interesting to know what influence, the pa
ternal government of Cuba had, in emancipating slavery
in the British and French West Indies, and in increasing
the consumption of sugar in the United States, and ill
Europe.

But we have said that in one respect, the Spanish
Govemment did contribute to that precarious aDd un
certain prosperity, and we are perfectly willing to give



THE PROSPERITY OF CUBA. 449

it full credit. It was by promoting the introduction of
African slaves into the island while all other civilized
nations were attempting to bring to an end, or had en
tirely prohibited, that nefarious traffic, and by conniv
ing at their importation even after the wicked institu
tion had been abolished in the other West Indies, al
though Spain had solemnly covenanted absolutely to
forbid it, and had received the sum of four hundred
thousand pounds sterling ('2,000,000) for performing
that most humane and Christian duty. When the Gov
ernment ceased to charge an import duty upon the
slaves introduced into the island, the Captain-General
and his subordinates demanded and divided among
themselves a contribution of from '51 to t68 per head.
What was ",>t publicly imposed, was privately exacted.
The duty was paid all the same; but instead of being
turned into the National Treasury, because interna
tional obligations did not allow it to be done, it was
paid into the private pockets of the high officials, and
the importation of slaves continued to flourish.

Such was the valuable contribution made by the
Spanish Government, to the prosperity of Cuba. A
direful contribution, indeed, but one worthy of the COII

tributor. Spain may pride herself upon having made
it; but we Cubans, even at a time when we had the
misfortune of being the owners of slaves, have always
looked upon it as the greatest curse which our op·
pressors have brought upon us, and declared more than
once, not only our willingness, but our earnest desire to
forego a prosperity based upon the monstrous institution
of slavery. The first act of the revolutionists of 1868
was to proclaim itS immediate abolition.

T!le preceding statement of facts, shows how utterly
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groundless are the assertions made by the Spaniards, to
the effect that the prosperity of the island, whatever it
may have been at certain periods, was due to the efforts
and the influence of their government. But we have
yet something else to offer, in disproval of those asser
tions. Spaniards themselves, will bear witness to the
truth of our remark, that if Cuba has prospered, it has
happened not because of the good agencies or the favor
of the Spanish Government, but in spite of its obstruct
ing and enervating policy.

In the session of April 27th, 1811, of the extraor
dinary Cortes held at Cadiz, the Spanish Minister of the
Tl'easury, after reading an official document relative to
the condition of Cuba, remarks: " Therefore, that rich
possession, (Cuba) which excites the cupidity of all the
European nations, is no more than one·ninth part of
what it ought to be, and would have been, under a good,
wise administration. With, little diligence, it might
have been transformed into a powerful kingdom, if to
its great natural advantages, the Government had joined
its helping hand,"

In the session of December 9th, 1837, of the Spanish
Corles, the Spanish deputy, Senor Benavides, who had
lived in, and was familiar with, the condition of things
in Cuba and Porto Rico, said:

" It will be said perhaps, that those provinces have
prospered under such a system. No sir. Those are
two distinct facts, and in no way is the one the con
sequence of the other. Who can even imagine the
degree of prosperity, which they (Cuba and Porto
Rico) might have reached, under wise laws and regula
tious? If we turn our regards to Cuba, are we not sur·
prised to see how the most sacred laws are neglected
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and forgotten, and how the evil acquires greater propor
tions every day, precisely when the Government abouM
display the greatest zeal in order to restore the empire
of those laws? Truly, sir, the situation has been so
aggravated there, during this last year, by a system of
terror which proceeds against private gentlemen with
out hearing them, confiscates their estates and deports
their persons to remote countries, that it is a grave
charge against preceding administrations, and will be a
grave charge against the present one if it does not
remedy the evil."

In the same session, the Spanish Deputy Seiior,
Alejandro Olivan, said:

"And here, it is proper that I take notice of an ob
jection already refuted· by Seilor Benavides, and a
hundred times repeated in regard to our colonies. It is
said that those possessions, and especially Cuba, have
reached a prodigious state of prosperity, and that all in
novation will expose us to leave the certain for the un
certain. In such an assertion, there is both a mistake
and a fallacy." Then he goes on to show why in spite
of the bad government, Cuba had prospered, and re
marks: "It could not be otherwise with I'espect to
Cuba: it has prospered, certainly, but it might have
prospered a great deal more."

From a different point of view, the same declarations
were made by Seuor Nicolas Maria Rivero in the ses
sion of the Cortes of March 19th, 1847, while in one of
the sessions of March, 1849, the Minister of the
Treasury, Senor, MOll, declared that they "did not
know anything about those countries (Cuba and Porto
Rico) and had to be guided by those who had visited
them."

26
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In support of our assertion that the prosperity ui
Cuba was more glittering than real, and that, such as
it wall, the Spanish Governlllent had contributed noth
ing to it, we could yet offer the testimony of a Spauillh
writer, Senor Miguel Rodriguez Ferrer, in 1850 aud
later, lI.ud of another eminent Spanish journalist and
author, Senor Dionisio Alcala Galiano, in 1858; Lut
this chapter has already grown too 101lg, and the au
thorities quoted fully anllwer our purpose, namely, to
prove that from the begillnillg of the pI'esent centurJ',
to within a few years, Spaniardll of note have recog
nized and acknowledged a fact, which the advocates of
Spanish misrule now attempt to deny. Cuba owes
nothing to Spain. Her rule in the island has been one
of oppression, tyranny and wholesale plunder. What
evel' progress in the path of civilization the Cubans
have accomplillhed, they owe to their own ullaided
efforts, freqnently obstructed, and elltirely nullified, by
the ignorance, pride, greed and stupidity of the Mother
Country.

_I



PART IV.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

IN REBEL CAMP AND SPANISH PRISON.

B, QrptaiA RiCflTdo E. NamlT:O. oj tIle Cuball ..4rm,.

ANYONE accustomed to army life in Europe or the
United States would be astonished tv witness the
arrangements of a force of Cubans for camping out.
The way in which, though lacking any commissary de
partment, tents or blankets, they are able to provide
f/lr themselves at a moment's notice, is one of the
striking features of their organization. At the calls of
.. Halt!" .. Dismount!" .. Tether I" the horses are
secured in suitable places, minus bits and saddles.
The uninitiated would be nonplussed at the order of
.. Forage I" that follows, there being no grass or fodder
of any kind visible with which to feed the horses. The
leaves of the RamO'I& trees, however, furnish them with
an abundance of nutritious food.

Each horseman then unrolls from the saddle a light
hammock, which he stretches between two trees. A
short thin branch is curved across each end of the ham
mock, and over this support he spreads his rubber over
coat, thuR affording a dry soft bed, the waterproof
cover of which defies rain.

The bugle sounds again" Rations! " and excepting a
faw who remain for sentry duty, the men scatter into

(465)
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the forest, each being expected to provide his OWll food.
After a while they reappear, one by one, bringing their
booty. The first may have shot a wild fowl, such as the
Guinea hen, which abounds there; the uext brings in
a hat full of wild yams, looking very much like good
sized sweet potatoes, while a more fortunate one, trio
umphautly presents as his contribution to the repast a
small species of opOtltlum, called the iutia, considered a
delicacy. A good laugh greets the luckless trooper
who can show for his exertions nothing better than a
few cocoanuts or wild oranges. With many a jest the
provisions thus gathered are bartered and distributed,
6rl>t setting aside a choice portion for the officers and
sentries. Fires are lighted in various parts of the
camp, where the food itl cooked, care being taken to
have no flame or smoke, which might detect them to
the enemy. From the mirth which aboundtl bere, as
with soldiers in every quarter of tbe globe, one
would suppose that sumptuous viands were being pre
pared.

After supper, comes the most cheerfnl bour of day,
for the soldier. The pickets having been relieved,
friends gather in little groups about the expiring
embel's, cigars and cigarettes are lighted, and amidst
appreciative laughter or quizzical remarks, eacb recounts
his personal adveutures during the day. No drunken
ness is possiblo since abstinence is absolute and un
avoidable. Having no commissary department, and tbe
operations being carried on chiefly through uninhabited
districts, there is no chance of getting intoxicants. No
such difficulty debars the use of tIle weed. Tobacco
grows wild in all parts of Cuba, and although inferior
to the world renowued Vuelta Abajo leaf, is still very
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much appreciated by any trooper whose supply of culti
vated tobacco has been exhausted.

The convivial campfire scenes may be broken upon
by the clatter of 600fs. There is a lull ill the conver·
sation, because it may be some superior officer. Should
it prove to be a scout bringing in an alarm from the
advance pickets, or a messenger bearing despatches..
the soldiers crowd around and ply him with question.
In the former case he maintains a discreet silence.
simply asking for the officer on guard to whom alon&
he must report. Then the questioners know that some
thing serious is in the ~ind, and many who were deeply
interested in the story a few minutes before, profess to
have heard distant firing. As they failed to mention
it at the time they heard it, their pretensions are
greeted with a shower of bantering comment. If en
the other hand the new arrival is simply a bearer uf
despatches, he will cheerfully give all the unoffidal
news he may happen to have heard, and in his turn ask
not a few questions. Many little personal messages are
entrusted to him by friends in the camp from which he
hails. After an engagement, such a messenger often
knows the names of those in other columns who have
fallen. The jokers of a few moments before are melted
to pity as they hear the list rehearsed. A despatcll

bearer is always treated with lavish hospitality by the
men, who quarrel as to which shall lead away his horse,
and vie with each other in presenting him with the best
cigar.

Every camp is sure to have its humorist, of whom
the rest are very fond. He tells Munchausen stories
about his own adventures, which are meant merely to
entertain, and is always concocting some mischief
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calculated to keep the boys in a roar of laughter. Woe
be to any man who has made himself unpopular to the
corps. As he gets into his hammock that night, he
is likely to be let fall into the muct, and is very apt to
find the water in his canteen salted when next he takes
a drink. This is the work of the camp jester. Such a
man sometimes gains more than a local fame, and is
occasionally asked as a loan for an eveniog by some
neighboring camp, if their witty man happens to be
under the weather.

At nine o'clock the bugle gives the sign for retiring, by
sounding •• Silence! " From that moment the ooly
thing heard is the regular tread of the sentry, unless
account be taken of a varied concert of snores, that soon
mingle with the hundred and one strange noises of a
tropical forest.

The fires are allowed to go out in a Cuban camp,
their only use being to cook the victuals. Unlike most
tropical countries, Cuba has no wild beasts to ~e kept
off by fire light. Even the serpents fQUJ'ld "n the
island are quite harmless. III fact, the only noxious
creature in all Cuba is a small scorpiun, even the sting
of which is scarcely more annoying than that of a bee.
No case is known in which the bite of a serpent, or tlJlJ
sting of a scorpion has terminated fatally.

The notes of •• Reviel !" intelTupt the slumber of the
camp at five o'clock, A. M., and soon the signal" Uations! ..
sends the men scurrying through the woods for their
breakfast. •• Saddle" and "1\Iount" follow each other
immediately after the meal, for it is very nnusual for'
Cuban force to remain encamped in one place any
great while.

To a practiced eye following the trail, it will be eUl
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to determine whether the camp just vacated has been
occupied by Cubans or Spaniards. The predominance
of cigar stumps as compared with cigarette ends, the
absence of empty cans alwayR found in an abandoned
Spanish camp, and the rejected portions of sugar cane
bearing marks of Cuban teeth, as contrasted with the
cut stalks left by Spaniards, all help to identify this as
a Cuban bivouac.

The universal sympathy for the Cuban cause is mani
fested wherever the column moves, by stealthy con
tributions of tobacco and ratio'ns, from the farmers.

Scenes as heretofore described, might be met 'with
in any part of the Island of Cuba, but the rougher ex
periences of camp life are of course more common in
the eastern and mountainous portion of the country.
Enough has been told, to show that even ill the least
cultivated regions the soldier's life is full of a pleasur
able interest, and not devoid of comfort. All this,
taken in connection with the congenial surroundings,
and the broth~rly consideration for the commonest
soldier, shown by all the Cuban army officers, proves
that the active service has its bright side. Far differ
ent is the lot of those no less patriotic officers, who
are detached for secret service in the cities.

The introduction of arms and medicines from abroad,
the transmission of secret correspondence by mail, and
otherwise, the enlisting of occasional valuable recruits,
have all to be cal'l'ied on under the very nose of the
enemy, who generally occupies the cities. It is worse
in Havana than anywhere else, because there the Span
iards are more numerous, and every third person is
a spy. This service is almost sure to lead to capture,
and probably to the death penalty. A few, it is true,
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have been sent to Cevta; but this fate, however, they
consider far worse tban execution.

The prisoner is conducted to the headquarters of the
military police, and thrown into a cell, loatbsome be·
yond description, to await the collecting of evidence by
the spies. This" Bartolina," lasts anywhere from a
week to a month or two, during which time he is
treated as no heretic was ever treated by a Spanish in
quisitor in the dark ages. He receives insufficient
nourishment,-no bed, no bath, no clean clothes.
Every indignity is heaped upon bim by his co\vardly
jailers, who humiliate his pride and wound his dignity
to such an extent, that at last the very sentence of the
impending court-martial is a relief. His companions in
prison, are the murderers, thieves and pickpockets of
Havana who are to be sent to the penal colony on the
Isle of Pines. The food is revolting, and only a prisoner
with a long purse, can get anything better by bribing
the soldiers to smuggle it in.

Even these horrors pale when compared with those
undergone by the unfortunate prisoners who are
brought into Havana from the country. These, after
being handcuffed and tied one to another by the el
bows, are forced to make terribly long marches, under
ever inconvenience that the fiendish mind of the pol.
troons wbo convey them, can devise. Cries of fatigue
or protestations of inability to keep on are answered by
blows, and in certain cases by actual death. In the
month of August, 1895, a chain of twenty-two prison
ers were started from Santa Clara to Havana. Among
them were two brothers by the name of Fernandez.
After baving marclled about twenty miles on foot,
urged on by the kicks and blows of their guanU,
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Diego, the younger, whose feet were swollen and
sore, complained to the officer that he could go no
further.

"Well, cut the rascal down," was the answer.
The brutal order was obeyed by the corporal who

cleft the prisoner's skull with one sabre blow across the
face. Another blow severed the ropes which bound him
to his brother whose hand received a slash in the opera
tion. While the body of Diego Fernandez lay upon
the ground, the soldiers of the guard vindictively prod
ded it with their bayonets one after another as they
passed by.

When the evidence against a prisoner is thought to
be complete a court-martial is convened. The prisoner
is marched in between two soldiers with fixed bayonets.
The officer who conducts the prosecution, makes the
accusation, which generally astonishes the prisoner, be
cause it includes things which he has not dreamed of
doing. The presiding officer asks a dozen or two ques
tions of the accused. It is forbidden to retain counsel.
Iustead, the court assigns to some Spanish officer, en
tirely unknown to the prisoner, and usually hostile, the
task of defending him. This officer makes no study of
the merits of the case, and contents himself merely
with a plea for a lighter sentence, than that demanded
by the prosecution.

While the court deliberates, the pl'isoneris conducted
back to his cell. The verdict which ,vas a foregone
conclusion is arrived at in a few minutes. The secre
tary of the court then reads the sentence to the con
demned man in his dungeon and the curtain falls on
this shameless travesty of justice.

Next day, the convicted prisoner is taken over to the
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Morro or Ciibana Castles, when he is either shot ill the
castle moat, or aWClitsthe first steamer to Ceuta, the
African prison.

Many of the th~ngs describede.bove have C~D\"

within the writer's own experj4\n~e.



PART V.

THE CUBAN REYOL UTIOH OF 1896.

BY GoNZALO DB QUESADA.

CIl6a.. ClJarglde AJfain at Washi..('km.

CHAPTER xxxv.
TIIB l1PBI81NG.

ON the 24th of February, 1895, the Cubans renewed
the struggle for their independence. The revolution
did not have its origin on that memorable day; it was
born three-quarters of a century ago, and this final
effort was but a continuation of the attempt, full of dar
ing and of suffering, full of hardship and of heroism of
the islanders of the Caribbean Sea, to write with their
generous blood, the last chapter in the sublime story of
American freedom.

In the Cuban Army of Liberation there were d~

scendants of those who fought under Bolivar, of those
who conspired in 1823, of those who in 1826 were the
first martyrs to the sacred cause. The children of the
butchered Cubans who fought under Lopez and Aguero
were continuing the noble work; many an American
recalling the horrors committed on the gallant Crit
tenden, gave his life willingly to avenge the death of
his countrymen; the youth of the capital, vying with
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the robust one of the interior, before leaving wealthy
and comfortable homes, at the seat of the execution of
Pinto, Estrampes, Goicuria and the innocent students,
reverently made their vows to sacrifice everything, for
the same ideal for which the martyrs perished, for that
ideal which cannot be destroyed in the Cuban con
science by the garrote, by the noose, by the sword, by
the torments of the Middle Ages.

This movement was fortunate in having as its organ
izer a man, tried and proven, who had Buffered already
in the war of 1868 to 1878, and who by the vigor of his
intellect, by the energy and tenacity of his character
and the enthusiasm of an apostle, personified the pres
ent generation and was the best suited to unite the
veterans and the new blood, in the common, arduous
labor of emancipation. This extraordinary man was
Jose Marti; he was the father of this revolution; until
his death-the history of the uprising and his are one;
now that he is no more, his memory, his name and
Cuba are so intimately connected that he has become,
like our tricolor flag, the symbol of our aspirations.

When the revolution waned and the treaty of El
Zanjon was signed in February, 1878, many thought
that Spain, profitting by the lesson she has received
costing millions of dollars and thousands of lives, would
keep her promises and that the island would obtain by
peaceful propaganda, home rule, or at least liberal re
forms.

Marti was one of the few who did not believe in the
capacity or intention of Spain to give what she herself
did not enjoy. He, of Spanish parents, had been a
victim, when only fifteen years of age, of the terrors of
the Spanish prisons; he had fearleasly e.p..ed them in _
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Madrid, but his scathing words of condemnation had
not ameliorated the pitiable condition of his compan
ions. He had studied in Spain, and knew by his own
experience and observation that the old Monarchy was
corrupted to the core, with no germs of vitality to r.e
geuerate the lazy, ignorant and bigoted inhauitallts,
and that the leaders and politicians were mer~ bureau
crats, with no enlightened policy either at home or
abroad, and aimiug only at exploitation; he divined
with his prophetic intuition, that war would some day
come, and that while it was patriotic not to put any
difficulties in the way of those who sincerely believed
in Spain's repentance, it was the paramount duty of the
true lover of the peoples' welfare, to prepare for the
future the necessary elements, and to accumulate the
means for the armed protest of the Cuban nation,
which must occur sooner or later.
- With this firm conviction, Marti commenced his work

on his return to Cuba after the peace. He was very
soon banished to Spain whence he escaped to the
United States early in 1879. General Calixto Garcia
also arrived about this time in New York. He had
been captured in Cuba after failing to kill himselfwhiJe
surrounded, had been kept in a fortress in Spain and
now was ready to fan again the smouldering fire.
With Marti, he planned an expedition to Cuba. Garcia
landed, but found the country weary of turmoil and
bloodshed, longing for quiet, and hopeful of autonomist
success, and was forced to give up.

From this time dates the home rule party, started by
a group of men who held that the island's liberty could
be attained by demanding it in the cortes of the metrop
olis, and not by forcibly conquering it.
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Despite the efforts of the peace party, however, there
were revolutionillt leaders who were ready to try again.
In 1884, Generals Gomez and Maceo visited the U llited
States and Central America with a view of preparing
for an invasion. The movement was opposed bitterly
by the home rule party in Cuba and WII.8 abandoned.
Small and ill advised attempts at revolution followed
from time to time after that, notably those headed by
Limbano Sanchez, Benitez, Bonachea and Aguero, who
paid tbe~r patriotism with their lives.

The home rulers, in the meantime, were attempting
to get what concessions they could from Spain aud
were educating the Cuban masses by their preaching.
In 1889, they became restless; Cuba was growing un
easy again. The concessions, small and unsatisfactory
at all times, began to be regarded as sops, which Spain
distributed to keep the country quiet. They gave :10

promise of more liberal treatment; the Cubans were
shamefully- cheated at the polls, their few representa
tives went discouraged to the Spanish parliament.

For fourteen yeRrs the home rulers, led hy such men
as Galvez, Govin, Montoro, Figueroa, Castro and
Giberga made most vigorous fights at the polls, and,
notwithstanding conservative frauds, elected their best
orators. It was to no purpose.

The home rulers spoke to empty benches in Spain,
and no party there, with the exception of the impotent
republican minority recognized them. They succeeded,
nevertheless, in forcing the conservatives in Cuba to
modify their policy and aided manfully to complete the
emancipation of the negro, following the Cuban consti
tution of 1869, which declared that .. aU men are free."
With the economic party they obliged the government
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to celebrate the Spanish-American treaty, without
which the fate of the island was sealed.

The conservaties divided into two groups, one lean
ing toward union with the Cubans on economic ques
tions and hoping secretly for the annexation of Cuba
by the United States. They were demoralized by the
refusal of the liberals from the polls, the autonomists
having declared that unless the obnoxious suffrage laws
which gave the Spaniards a sure majority and dis
franchised the Cuban rural population were not abol
ished they would never go to parliament again.

The Spanish liberals really formed the economist
party to obtain commercial concessions and secure Ii

treaty with the United States, and by joining hands
with the Cubans they forced Spain's hand in the matter.

But this, like the other efforts to restore quiet and
content, proved a failure. The Cubans complained
that in return for the treaty and its benefits to the
island. Spain imposed new taxes. which more than coun
terbalanced all the good that had been done. Repre
sentatives were sent to the Spanish Cortes again, the
home rule contingent demanding, as of old, electoral
reform sufficient to guarantee just representation.

It was then that the Cuban Revolutionary party be
gan to gain prominence and asserted boldly that peace
ful measures, looking to freedom and equality, had
failed. and that Cuba must take up arms llgain and
drive the Spanish soldiers into the sea. It was then
that the admirable labor of Marti appeared on the
surface. that his personality loomed on the horizon,
growing -more gigantic 8S every day brought a new
disillusion to the Cubans; his fervid eloquence com
menced to move the heads and minds of his country
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men, he laid his plans to raise money, to stir up the
native population by secret agents-'-in a word, to pre
pare the ililand for one grand united effort to be free.

In 1894, the reform wing of the Spaniards joined the
Cubans against the ultra conservatives. They sccured
some reforms, as yet unimplanted, but t.hey were a
farce as the proposition is the establishment of a coun
cil in Cuba, with scarcely any powers, in which the
Spanish element will predominate, although constitut
ing a small minority of the population. The council
was to consist of thirty members, of which fifteen were
to be appointed by the Crown and the remainder were
to be chosen by a qualified election j moreover, the
council might be dissolved at pleasure by the Captain
General, who had the most absolute veto prerogative.

The home rulers who wanted universal suffrage, as it
exists in Spain and real de centralization, were disap
pointed in these concessions which were after all due
to the constant menace from the revolutionary elements
abroad and were yielded to, grudgingly, to avoid an ao
tual uprising. Marti had not been idle in the mean
while. All over America, where his brilliant articles
were read and his clarion voice heard, Cuba's wrongs
had been related truthfully and eloquently: he consoli
dated with his prestige and integrity all the Cubans
without, and by subtle conspiracy was undermining the
Government within.

The revolutionary clubs, with the exception of Los
Independientes, had disappeared, but now the patriots
reassembled as if brought together by some magic wand.
It was in 1892, on April 10th, that the Cuban Revolu
tionary party was formally declared instituted. It had
been the outcome of Marti's trip to Florida j it waa I

I





ql byCooglc



THE Ul'BIBING. 471

destined to be the instrument with which the great
orator was to wrest from Spain her last colony in
America.

The following was its public program :
Article 1. The Cuban Revolutionary party is estab

lished with the object of accomplishing, by the united
efforts of all men of good will, the absolute independ
ence 01 the island of Cuba, and with the object of aid·
ing a similar movement for Puerto Rico.

Article 2. The Cuban Revolutionary party does not
intend to precipitate war in Cuba inconsiderately, nor
to begin, at the expense of the country, a movement
crudely organized and inharmonious, but to bring about
an organization approved by all the various elements
aud in accord with them all, which will undertake a
war, brief in duration, whole hearted and single aimed,
for the purpose of establishing peace, opportunities of
work and consequent happiness, for all the inhabitants
of the island.

Article 3. The Cuban Revolutionary party will
bring together all the revolutionary elements now ex
isting, and without degrading compromises with any
man or body of men, will unite in the common move·
ment all the elements, so that the war may be con
ducted in a thoroughly republican spirit Rnd method,
with the sole aim of establishing a nation able to guar.
antee the happiness of its own children and to fulfil in
the history of the Continent the difficult duties that its
geographical situation entails.

Article 4. The Cuban Revolutionary party does not
propose to perpetuate in the Cuban republic, under Dew
guises and with new words, the spirit of tyrannical
authority and the bureaucratic composition 01 the
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colony. but to found and to insure in the untrammeled
and free exercise of the legitimate rights f)f man a new
nation. si.Dcere in its democract". "'1I1e by hOllesty. stabil
ity and hard work to cope with tolle dangel's that nearl)'
always attend a novel condition of society existing
among a people suddenly brought out of bondage into
freedom.

Article 5. The Cuban Revolutionary party does not
propose to give over Cuba to the oppression of a domi
nant victorious party that will look on the island as its
prey by right of conquest. It only seeks to insure by
all legitimate means which the freedom and protec
tion of foreign countries offer it, the war which will
be for the dignity and welfare of all the Cubans;
and to deliver to all the inhabitants a liberated coun
try.

Article 6. The Cuban Revolutionary party is estab
lished to found one free united country in which the
elements of organization. will from the first work to
gether to overcome the dangers threatening them at
home and abroad, and to substitute reform and good
order for the economic disol'der in which the financial
system of the island is now. and to prepare it for its
immediate development. I

Article 7. The Cuban Revolutionary party will en
deavor not to utter an indiscreet word. or do any indis
creet action which might attract the ill-will of other
peoples or countries with whom it is the duty of Cuba,
not only from motives of prudence. bot of affection. to
maintain friendly relations.

Article 8. The Cuban Revolutionary party has for
its purposes:

Fir,t. To unite in a continuous and common effort
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for Cuba's liberty all the Cubans residing in foreign
lands.

Second. To encourage sincere and cordial relations
among the political and historical factors and agents in
and out of the island which can contribute to the swift
success of the war, and to aid aud strengthen all the i

institutions that after the war shall be established and
founded in consequence of it.

Third. To disseminate in Cuba the knowledge of
the spirit, aims and methods of the revolution, to bring
all the inhabitants of the island to one mind with a
spirit favorable to victory, in order that war may speed
ily be conducted without unnecessary risk to Cuban
lives.

Fourth. To collect funds for the realization of that
program and to open every possible source of revenue
for the war. And

Fifth. To establish discreetly with countries friendly
to us, relat.ions which will tend to accelerate with the
least possible blood and sacrifice, the successful issue of
the war and the foundation of the new republic which
is indispensable to American equilibrium.

Article 9. The Cuban Revolutionary party will act
in conformity with the secret laws approved by the or
ganizations which founded it.

Under the secret statutes. more than two hundred
clubs were formed in the United States, Mexico, Cen.
tral and South America; these clubs. wherever there
are more than two in the same city, elected their presi
dent to a Council of Advice, which was the highest au
thority in the locality, and dealt directly with the execu
tive of the Cuban Revolutionary party. The execu
tive power was vested in the delegate chosen by the clubs,
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who had a vote for every one hundred members. The
other officers were the treasurer, appointed in the same
manner, and the secretary, who W88 designated by the
delegate. ,

Jose Marti was the delegate until his death and Ben·
jamin J. Guerra and the author of these lines, the treas
urer and secretary respectively. For three years Marti
incessantly traveled through the Continent, consolidat
ing the party; he published" Patria," the mouthpiece
of his teachings in the press; he made hundreds of
speeches; messages were sent to the island; the old
warriors were aroused; General Maximo Gomez, exiled
in Santa Domingo, Wl\8 named as the chief military
commander by the leaders; money was collected; arms
and ammunition were bought; the tireleBS nnd wonder
ful activity of Marti was drawing together the threads
of the delicate fabric just at the opportune moment,
when the Cubans, weary of broken promises, were ripe
for action. Spain had delayed too long. Jose Marti
had measured his time and was ready.

Yet the Cuban Revolution was destined to find ob
stacles even in its inception. Attempts to send war
material did not meet always with success; treachery
or cowardice destroyed the careful and Napoleonio
plans of Marti. He chartered two fast yachts, the La.
gonda and Amadis, and the fruit steamer, Baracoa j

these three veBBels were to sail on convenient dates
from Fernandina, Florida. One was to bring to Cuba
from Costa Rica, Generals Maceo and Crombet, the
other from Santo Domingo, Generals Gomez, Borrero,
Marti, Collazo and Rodriguez, and the last one, from
Key West, Generals Roloff and Sanchez, and all loaded
vtb nfles and cartridges were to arrive simnltaneously
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in the provinces of Santiago, Puerto Principe and
Santa Clara, where the patriots advised beforehand
would have cooperated and taken the Spaniards by sur
prise. But on the eve of the departure of the first
steamer, it was seized by the United States authorities.
Several months afterwards the arms wl3re returned
to their owners by the Government; still the traitor
had done his work, inasmuch as it delayed the landing
of the chiefs, caused unnecessary expense and delay to
the Cuban patriots and confirmed the suspicion of the
Spanish Government that the Cubans were planning a
new insurrectionary movement. The alarm sounded
all through the country; the papers published sensa
tional articles and Spain hastened to take measures to
crush the movement, which they thought was for the
moment indefinitely postponed i but Jose Marti had
built better than he knew. His seeming failure had
convinced the most skeptic that he was not a dreamer
and a poet alone; the organization of the revolution
was accomplished. His work had been so complete,
his preaching so ardent, the faith of his people in him

..so increased, that the revolutionary elements of the
island urged him to give the word-they could not
wait any longer i the Government was ready to im-'
prison the leaders of the conspiracy and the deposits of
arms were being discovered.

THE UPRISING.

It was then at the end of January when Marti sent
me South to demand from my liberal countrymen an
additional sacrifice, and to replenish the exhausted
treasury; it was on the day of Marti's departure from
New York for Santo Domingo, where he was to meet
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General Gomez, with Generals Ma)'ia Rodriguez and
Enrique Collazo, that he intrusted to me, for their safe
transmission, the five secret orders demanded by the
chiefs in Cuba, to fix a date for the uprising. The doc
uments reached their destination. The time fixed was
February 24th. On the 28d, Captain-General Calleja.
issued a proclamation suspending constitutional guar
antees, and on the 24th put into effect the public order
law throughout the island, which provides for the im
mediate punishment of anybody taken in a seditious
act. Until then, only twenty-four men had defied the
authorities at Ybarra in Matanzas, and some trouble
was reported in the Eastern department. It seemed as
if the unanimous movement which was expected in
Cuba had collapsed.

The departure from Santiago of such men as Sanchez,
Echeverria and Yero, who were told by the Govern
ment to leave the city, and who, it had been expected,
would Ite leaders, caused some vacillation in the first
moments. The imprisonment in Havana of General
Jose M. Aguirre and other chiefs, deprived the West
ern provinces of the necessary military directors, aud
declarations by the Spaniards, that the revolution was
crushed in the other provinces, disheartened the con·
spirators. In Santa Clara the arrest of General Fran·
cisco Carrillo prevented any demonstration against the
Government, and the province of Puerto Principe reo
mained quiet, for the patliots there had no arms or am
munition and they could not take the field, although
they were heart and soul with the cause. The first
declaration of the Madrid Government was made on
February 25th by Senor ALarzuza, the Minister of the
Colonies, who announced that martial law had been
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proclaimed in Cuba "in order to check the brigandage
which the Cuban secessionists, prompted by Cuban
refugees in America and by agitators in the island, were
carrying on for political purposes."

Nevertheless, the authorities at Havana displayed
great activity and took prompt measures to suppress its
further spread. The regulars were placed under arms,
all available gunboats were sent to patrol the coast and
many arrests were made of prominent Cubans, who
were supposed to be implicated. While the official rep
resentative of Spain, in Washington, was telling the
world of tbe collapse of the revolution, the war WI\S

acquiring strength every day in the Eastern depart.
ment, where the insurgent movement was headed by
General B. Masso in Manzanillo; by General Rabi ill
the Baire and Bayamo districts; by P. Perez and E.
Brooks in Guantanamo, and in Santiago de Cuba by
General Moncada (a) Guillermon with the flower of
Cuban youths.

They refused all overtures made by home rule mem
bers, sent by the Spanish Government, to induce them
to surrender and declared their determination of fight
ing to the end for the independence of their country.

Spain, which had at the beginning of the uprising
twelve thousand men in active service, saw the gravity
or the situation and commenced the embarkation of
large reinforcements. Early in March, more than seven
thousand men were despatched in haste, and, notwith.
standing the repeated statements that the end of the
war would be a question of weeks, the already bank.
rupt monarchy of Spain had to send nearly one
hundred and fifty thousand men to the island of Cuba,
and by the commencement of the next winter cam-
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paign had landed two hundred thoUBa.Dd men, an
unprecedented figure in any revolution, aud almost
twice as large as the number of soldiers employed by
Great Britain in the War of Independence in the thir·
teen colonies.

The troops were hurried over as fast as they could
be embarked, for although General Lachambre Wall

.. negotiating for the surrender of the insurgents of the
East," Guerra in Manzanillo, Perez in Guantanamo, and
new bands, which daily arose all over the country, kept
the garrisons busy trying to prevent the Cuban patriots
from capturing arms and ammunition and horses with
which to mount their cavalry. TheslU'renderofColoma,
Marrero, Arango, the capture of that true patriot, Juan
Gualberto Gomez, who after being set at liberty under
the provision of the proclamation of the Captain-Gen
eral, was, under pretext of having brought supplies of
war, sent to the African penal settlement of Ceuta,
where he was tortured and incarcerated in jail; the
dispersions of insurgent troops, the abandonment of
some positions, were all magnified through the des
patches in order to convince the American public that
the Cuban Revolution was a mere movement of a hand·
ful of negroes and bandits and the work of some Iwt·
heads.

The following proclamation, given by General Masso,
then the most prominent figure of revolution shows
how false these assertions were and how the Cubans, de
termined to oust the Government, desire the union of
all the honest elements of the island:

.. To the Spaniards-You will fully agree with us in
the righteousness of our cause, but we cannot appeal to
you to help us to defend it; that is left entirely to yoOJ'
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judgment and your inclinatiolls. Bear in mind, however,
that while you remain friendly to us, we will consider
you and treat you as Cubans and shall respect your
lives, that of your families and your interests. Believe
me, finally, that in addressing to you thus, I oLey
equally to my natural sentiments and to the programme
of our revolution. We want the independence for alll
Country and Liberty.

"General headquarters of the Manzanillo Department,
24th of February, 1895. The Commander,

"BARTOLOME MASSO."

Many skirmishes took place, especially in the East
e1'l1 provinces, during the months of March and April.
On Sunday, March 10, the first considerable encounter
of the war took place at Los Negros, between a force
of one thousand Spaniards under the command of Gen.
Garrich, and a party of seven hundred Cubans, under
Col. Goulet. The Spanish troops ~ere signally de
feated, the patriots capturing a great number of rifles.

The uprising was increasing, and under date of March
4, Martial·law was declared in the provinces of Santiago
de Cuba, Santa Clara and Matanzas; still the Cuban
patriots were fighting on the defensive, waiting for the
landing of the Generals, who were to take the supreme
command of the forces, and in order to give the war
that unity of character which it lacked. All the en
deavors of the Cubans were then directed to the safe
arrival in the island of those distinguished chiefs, and
while the war office at Madrid was hurrying the prep
arations for sending more soldiers and war materials,
the Cubans abroad were collecting the means with
which to give the army of liberation their veteran lead.
ers.

On April 1, Generals Maceo and Crombet and about
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twenty expeditionists wllO had left Costa Rica and
boarded the schooner "Honor" in Fortune Island,
landed near Barncoa and immediately proceeded to
join the Cuban Army, which was wonderfully increased.
as soon as their presence was known in the island j ten
days afterwards, the civil head of the revolution J0s6
Marti, General Maximo Gomez, the General-in-Chief,
and his Lieutenants Borrero and Angel Guerra, arrived
un the Cuban shore near the Jojo River, between Cape
Maysi and Guantanamo.

Spain at the same time sent to the island Marehal
Martinez de Campos, in the hope that his grent prestige
would soon bring the revolution to an end, or at least
restrict its growth. The Spanish Government dissatis
fied with the way the war had been conducted by Cal·
leja, had resolved to change commanders. During Gen.
Calleja's term the Cubans had won many notable vic
tories, such as Campechuela and Ramon dQ las Yaguas j

SplIin lost her best ship, the" Reina Regente," which
with four hundred and twenty unfortunates had gone
to the bottom of the sea on the west coast of Africa i

a mob of army officers had threatened the peace of Ma
drid, and Spain became involved with the United States
through the Allianca incident, which resulted in the !'e

caU of Muruaga, the Spanish Minister in Washington,
Rnd the resignation of the Sagasta Liberal Government.

On the 8th of March, the Allianca, an American
merchant steamer, plying between New York and
Colun, was fired on when more than six miles from the
Cuban coast, near Cape Maysi by a Spanish man-of.war,
which suspected that the vessel wa.'! carrying contra·
band of war to the Cubans. Captain Crossman, not
withstanding the solid shots fired on his vessel, refused
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to stop, and being swifter than the Spaniard, soon
dropped the man-of-war astern. Captain Crossman
protested before Secretary of State Gresham, who sent
a vigorous note to the Spanish Government, in which
he said:

.. Forcible interference with them (American Com
mercial steamers) cannot be claimed as a belligerent
act, whether they pass within three miles of the Cuban
coast or 110t, and can under no circumstances be toler·
ated when no state of war exists.

"This Government will expect prompt disavowal of
the unauthorized act, and due expression of regret on
the part of Spain, and it must insist that immediate and
positive orders be given to Spanish naval commanders
not to interfere with legitimate American commerce
passing through that channel, and prohibiting all acts,
wantonly imperiling life and property lawfully under
the flag of the United States."

Spain finally responded, and in the middle of April,
Mr..Enrique Dupuy de Lome, the present Spanish
Minister to the United States, presented the apology of
his Government to the United States.

The downfall of the Liberal Ministry brought
Canovas del Castillo and the conservatives to power
in Spain. General Martinez Campos. who had just
been installed as Captain-Geneml of Madrid, was now
called to crollS the ocean. He said, on March 7, .. all
danger iii past." Premier Canovas del Castillo, on
'March 28, had I:omewhat modified his opinions. .. It is
undeniable," he declared, in an interview, .. that the
situation in Cuba is very serious. The Government
must use all means to crush ont tlte rebellion speedily
acd thoroughly."
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The coming of Martinez Campos was heralded as
tbe beginning of the eud of t)le revolution. He had
been the restorer of the monarchy ill Spain; he had
succeeded in getting the Cubans to accept the com
promises of El Zanjon; he had fillished tLe war with
Morocco j he was spoken of in Spain by tbe Prime
Minister as "Our Glorious Campos." He departed
from Madrid on the 3d of April, 1895, surrounded by
the members of the Cabinet, a large number of Depu
ties, Senators, Gellerals and other prominent persolls
who bade him farewell at the station, the platform of
which was packed with ent.husiastic citizens, cheering
him and Spallish Cuba. How different flOm his return
from unconquerable Cuba at the end of nine months,
defeated, dh;couraged, hooted, hissed, with nothing
but an angry rabble to insult and scoff him!

On April 16, General Campos arrived with new re
inforcements, able generals, unlimited power and credit.
The Chamber of Deputies approved on the day of his
departure, the reform of the Penal Code for Cuba,
which inflicted severe punishment upon the promoters
of rebellion and separatism, and discontinued all puLlic
reunions ill Cuba. At the time of his landing, the
revolution could be said to exist only in the Eastem
department, for in other places t1lere were mere
bands of patriots, and the Cuban Generals who had
landed, needed some time to organize the poorly armed
Cubans.

The first work ullllertaken by :\Iarti and Gomez, was
that of organization and reconstruction. They issued
some able documents of high political siguificauce,
such as the one respecting property. The re-affirmauce
of the SpotOl'UO decree. declal'illg that anybodj" who
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would come to the Cuban ranks to propose anything
but independence, should be summarily tried and exe
cuted, and a general manifesto to the people, in which
these noble words occur:

! " The war is not a capricious attempt to found an in-
dependence, more to be feared than useful. It is not
against the Spaniard established ill Cuba, whose rights
and liberties will be fully respected, and who will be
welcomed as a citizen of the Republic; nor will it be
the cradle of disturbances which are alien to the
tried moderation of the Cuban character, nor of
tyranny." * * *

Further on, Marti appealed to the Spanish soldiers,
"not to assassinate in manly bosoms the freedom to
which they themselves aspire," but to "fraternize with
the Cubans, and enter into the fold of the Republic."

Campos' first plan was uaturally to confine the revo
lution to Santiago, and then to deal it a deathblow be·
fore it could spread. He immediately took measures
to stem the rising tide. He saw that the Junta Central
of the autonomist party, which had issued a manifesto

I against the revolutioll, was a staff without an army,
i which spoke for a score of individuals, and not for a
people, and that they had deceived him as to the ex·
tent and proportions of the rebellion. He found no
hospitals, no commissary departments, but, on the c()n·
trary, everything was in disOl·der.

Campos visited all parts of the island, endeavoring
to correct the many abuses, and to carry out a policy
of comparative conciliation, in spite of his numerous
enemies in the Spanish ranks, who wanted him to in
stitute a reign of terror.

He threw two military lines, or trocha8, between
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Santiago and Puerto Principe, and prepared to make
good hill boast, that the war would be terminated by
November.

Generalll Gomez allll Marti, at the same time started
on their westward jourlley, passing from camp to camp.
illspectillg the forces alld acq uaintillg themselves witlt
their subordinates. General Antonio Maceo took com
mand of the six thousalld men, which comprised the
Cuban army at Santiago. He sent Jose, his brother,
to meet Gomez and Marti, and with the battle of
Arroyo Hondo they celebrated their arrival in Guanta
namo. III the first days of May, Generals Marti,
Gomez, and Maceo held a conference at Mejorana, in
the province of Santiago. It was then determined
that Gomez and Marti should push to the West, enter
Camaguey, which was waiting only for their presence
to support the movement, and constitute the provisional
civil government.

In pursuance of this plan, the Cuban General-in
Chief moved first toward Holguin, where he was wel
comed by Colonels Miro and Manduley, with thousands
of recruits. At this time, Marti and Gomez issued
their manifestos to Cuba, and to the world. Tllp.
latter appeal, by a terrible coincidence, was publishetl
in New York on May 19, the very day its author
fell, pierced by Spanish bullets in the battle of Don
Rios.

In that remarkable document, Marti explained the
object of the revolution, the character of the revolu
tionists, the power of Cuba, the difference between
Cuba and Spain, the ability of the natives, the pros
pects of success, and most eloquently appealed for
sympathy. Hl're are some extmcts :
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111'IIIose who judge superficially, or have a brutal
GOntem~t--dishonol"able only fOl' the ignorance which
it reve"ls-for heroic virtue, which they know not how
to respect, Imch ones may forget with incredible for·
getfulness, the intellectual and vigorous struggles of
Cuba for its liberty during all this century. Such may
assert. that the Cuban revolution is the insignificant
desire merely of a class of the poorer Cubans in for
eign eountties, or the uprising of the negroes. They
may assert, that the revolution means the immolation
of the country, to a fanciful dream of illdependence
an independence which the conquerors would not be
able to retain.

On the contrary, the natives of Cuba, dignified by
the trials of war in their own country, by years of
hOhest labor in others, have reached a level, morally,
industrially, and politically that is not lower than that
of any other nation. The Cuban suffers with inex·
pressible anguish, when he beholds the fertile soil of his
u,land useless under oppression, when his own dignity
is constantly subjected to insult. He suffers when he
finds himself, born in free America, compelled to yield
up to tyranny almost all his toil produces."

* * * * * *
"Cuba desires that the world may be able to carry

its industries to that island, that her hidden treasures
may be brought forth. Cuba desires that her products
may be sold in the markets of America, according to
her natural right. She d~sires to buy there, too, but
to-day her Spanish masters forbid it. The Cubanll ask
nothing of the world, save that it should have knowl·
edge of their sacrifices, and that it should respect them.
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The Cubans are giving their blood for the benefit or
the world."

* * * * * *
"The Cuban people are bleeding to.day from Spanish

Lullets, only for the 8a1\e of opening three continents
to that one land. Cuba is the independent Republic,
that is to offer a free trade to all the people or the
worhl. To the people of the Spanish Americas, we say
nothing of their aid, for tIte people who will deny U8

help, will seal up their own dishonor. To the people of
the United States we say nothing, excepting that they
will du what is right. These legions of men are fight
ing fur the same principle, for which those who fought
yesterday, struggled."

* * * * * *
"Shall Cuba then be compelled to lead her life

under the harassing domination of Spain? Shall she
then be forced to give tribute to SpaiD, to maintain in
lazy luxury the favored class. Shall this be,-and by

. the culpable permission of the free nations? Shall Cuba

. yet assist that splendor which paraded its pomp un·
troubled, while Cuba was bathed in the blood of battIe?
Will the sister Repnblics restrain their aid from bleed
ing Cubn? Will they fail to aflsist that island because
of the false pretext of her enemies, that she has not
capacity for self-government?

.. Will they not choose rather to be allies of her deserv
ing cause, rather than the accomplices of an arrogant
oligarchy? Cuba has been forced to pay all Spain's
war taxes, even that for the expenses or the Cuban
revolution itself. Such a tax is more degrading, aDd.
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harder to be borne, than the stamp tax, or the tea tax,
which precipitated the revolution, and such a burden
should engage the cordial sympathy of the free States."

General Gomez, from Mayari, sent to the New York
Herald a letter, dated the 4th of May, which is the
synthesis of the Cuban General's plan of operations so
successfully followed out during the coming tweh·e
months, and ended as follows:

" To maintain the war until Spain, from physical and
financial exhaustion, be compelled, as she was in Santo
Domingo, to give up the fight, Cuba Libre will not
need such a large military force, for, with our superior
knowledge of the island, its every bridle path and
secret mountain pass, we can with one and the same
army, of much less strength numerically, assisted as we
are by these important ad vantages, and by all the
natural resources of the island, compel the Spanish
army of occup'ation to keep strictly with the army of
operation, harassing the enemy upon every IIand, by
our alternate movements of sudden dissemination and
quick concentration."

From Holguin they went south to meet General
Masso, who was coming from Manzanillo and Bayamo.
Gomez and Marti were to proceed aft el'Wll rd to the
central province. After a cordial interview with Masso,
they encamped on the right bank of the Cauto river.
The Spaniards were informed by spies of the presence
of the Cubans, and attempted to surprise and capture
them.

A battle was the result. While General Gomez was
defeating the enemy by a flank movement, General
Jos6 Marti, with a few followers, rushed to the front.
He could not remain behind, even at the request of

28
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Gomez; he was too brave to stand quiet, and see others
fight for the flag of which he had just spoken with so
much enthusiasm. Spurred 011 hy his feal'1essness, he
rushed to within a few feet' of the enemy's liue.

The slim body of the pure and devoted patriot, rolled
from the saddle never to lise again; his magnificent
head fell on the bosom marked with the lead of tyranny,
his sublime face disfigured by the bullet which silenced
forever the tongue of fire and redemption. The mehm
cholie eyes of the poet were to dream 110 more, the lips
of the orator were sealed, the elleJ"getie arm of the
soldier lifeless, the spacious forehead 1I0t to be illumined
again with the ideal of the statesman and liberator.
J ostS Marti was dead! !

Those were indeed the darkest hours of Cuba's revo·
lution. The symbol had fallen, alld the Spanish gov
ernment believed that with it the spirit of liberty had
perished. How mistaken they were, subsequellt de
velopments have proven. The death of Marti instead
of discouraging the patriots, served to strengthen them.
They had risen not to follow a man, however great, bllt
to defend their right..q; Guillermo Moncada and FloI'
Crombet had fallen already, bnt new generals had
taken their places; it was Marti's glorious spirit thllt '
had inspired their patriotic hearts, and that immortal
sonl did not cease to move them, when his cold corpse
was exhibited by the Spanish tyrant; he had to be
avenged, and the only way to accomplish it, was to ob
tain the independence of the land for which he died a
martyr.
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

FIRST BATTLES.

NOTWITHSTANDING the opening of the rainy season,
which considerably lessened his prospects of a speed)'
victory, General Martinez Campo!:! cabled that the revo
lution was weakening. Yet in the early part of May,
the battle of Jobito was fought, in which Spanish
Colonel Bosch was killed. The following is a descrip.
tion of this encounter given by an eyewitness :

"Jose Maceo was quart.ered some distance back of
the Perseverancia plantation, his men being encamped
in the form of a great triangle, one side of which was
open. The Spanish unsuspectingly entered the trap,
and were quickly surrounded. Seeing that a detach
qlent of his men was holding its own, General Maceo
did not utilize his full force. Being short of ammuni
tion, the insurgents played a waiting game, and when
the Spaniards had used up the larger part of thei!"
ammunition in useless "firing, the Cubans charged on
them with drawn machetes. It was a terrific onslanght.
The insurgents, crying out, " Cuba Libre," dashed into
the: enemy, slashing right and left, until the Spaniards
becam~ demoralized and retreated in a panic.

"I know for a fact, that the Cubans lost only-four
teen, killed outright, while thirty-two were wouilded,
and the Spanish loss was five times as great. What
little ammunition the insurgents had, was well used.
If they had had plenty of ammunition, or if Maceo lIad

(491)
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been willing to sacrifice a large number of his men,
there would Dot have been a Spaniard left. As it was,
I aID aule to report, and my information is verified by
secret government reports, that the Spanish loss ex-
Iceeded two hundred and fifty dead and wounded.
There were only six hundred troops employed, each
man carrying one hundred rounds of ammunition. A
convoy of ammunition, which was hastily sent to the
soldiel's from a neighboring town, was captured by the
insurgents,"

In the meantime, General Maximo Gomez, un
daunted by the misfortune of Dos Rios, was making
his way west. He diverted the attention of the enem,)',
by tIle march of Antonio Maceo in the north of San
tiago, and suddenly turned the military trocha, and
entered the southern part of the province of Puerto
Priucipe, early in June. The former Marquis of Santa
Lucia, Lope Recio, ex-Vice President of the Home
Rule Committee, and hundreds of young men of the
best families immediately joined him.

All the proposed railroads and improvements, which
Campos had offered the people as an inducement to re
main peaceful, were aballdoned; the Spanish General
had lost his initial campaign, and he had to declare II.

state of siege in the fourth province of the island
Puerto Principe, on the 17th of JUlie, 1895. Efforts
were made by prominent inhabitants of the province,
at the instigation of the government, to convince the
Cuban chief, of the impossibility of defeating the
Spallillh troops. This so enraged Gomez, that he gave
notice that he would shoot any person who broached to
him, the subject of treaty or compromise.

The Cuban General b,)' a circular march in Puerto
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Principe, captured, with their garrisons and arms, the
towns and forts of Altngracia, EI Mulato, and San
Jeronim, collected all available horses to mount his
men, nnd then relapsed into apparent inactivity, which
lasted for several months.

He was accused of doing nothing, but his wonderful
march and occupation of Matanzas, Havana auu Pinnr
del Rio provinces, proved subsequently, that he was
preparing 1\ great blow to Spain in these summer
months, during which yellow fever was doing as effec
tive work l\S the Cuban rifle and machete.

The Cubans abroad, had, at the death of Marti, with
commendable unanimity, called to their head, TOlllillJ

Estl'adl\ Palma, ex-President of the Cuban Republic, a
man of unquestioned patriotism and integrity, who II:lU
the entire respect of Cubans at home and abroad. l\k
Benjamin J. Guerra, whose careful administration hill!
earned repeated reelection, continued ill his PORt as
treasurer, and the writer was made secretary.

The Cuban revolutionary party had for its principal
labor, the landing in Cuba, of the leaders still abroall,
the sending of arms, and the general political repreHCu
L'\tion of the unorganized revolution, so as to pave tllC
way for the future work of the government's represen
tative. The party was very fortunate in its endeavors.
Arms and ammunition were safely sent to Cuba, alUi
Generals Roloff, Sanchez, Rodriguez, Castillo, Lacr<,t,
Aguirre, CanilIo, Torres and Colonel Francisco S:lI1

chez lanned in the island, wllere they assumed tlte
heads of their respective columns. Carlos Manuel 110
Cespedes, the SOli of the martyr president, also joined
the army, with a supply of war materials.

Of the cnrgoes which arrived later and the impor-
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tance of the landing of such leaders as General Garcia,
we will speak further on.

The Cubans continued to run the blockade suc
cessfully, notwithstanding the fifty odd cruisers and
gunboats which patrol the coast. TLeil' greatest
struggle was against certain constructions of the
Neutmlity laws by the United States authorities, but
in every case they were victorious, and the law as it
now stands, admits of the shipment of arms and ammu
nition, and the sailing of men with arms and ammuui
tion, so' long as there is no drill, or military organiza
tion. In no case, can the vessel carrying the supplies, or
the supplies be confiscated, except wheu the vessel is
fitted as a cruiser. The only mishap of the )'ear was
the mishap to the steamer Hawkins, with its valuable
cargo and ten lives. This disaster was pretty well
fastened on the paid agents on the enemy.

The month of July was eventful. In the province
of Santa Clara, more than ten thousand patriots flocked
to the standard of Generals Roloff, Sanchez aud Rod
riguez, and notwithstanding the eighty-seven thousand
Spanish soldiers which had arrived up to July, the rev·
olution-instead of diminishing-was growing every
day. Spain saw her tl'easury depleted by $1,500,000
that she had to pay to the American citizen Mora, for
damages which his property had snffered in tIle last rev
olution; this claim had taken twenty-six years of
diplomatic correspondence. to finally settle it. But
the great blow which the Government cause received,
was the defeat of General Martinez Campos, at
Bayamo.

This was the first time that Campos had fought the
Cubans, and in his report, made several days after the
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encolluter, he confessed that the" rebdll were well
llupplied with ammunition, and knew well what they
were about."

General Campos, under the pretext of visiting Man·
zanillo and correcting the abuses reported, of ill-treat
ment aud starvation of Spanish soldiers by their supe
rior officers, had prepared a plan by which he proposed
to catch General Gomez between two fires, anuihilate
him, and then strike at General Maceo, and thus kill
the revolution. He was to leave Manzanillo with one
thousand five hundred men. General Lachambre was
to support him with an equal force from Bayamo, while
General Suarez Valdes was to come from the north, with
two thousand men. The Cuban!! aware of these move
ments, united the forces under Goulet, Guerra, Masso
and Rabi, in all about three thousaud men, and de
ployed them so as to prevent the three Spanish columns
from unitiug, and to surround each one separately, thus
destl'OyiJlg the Spaniards' plan.

I yield the pen to one, who beillg present, gave an
exact description of that memorable battle:

.. Geneml Campos started for Bayamo with one bat·
talion, known as Isabel the Catholic, three companies
of the Sixt.h Peninsular Battalion, olle company of en
gineers, two companies of mounted guerrillas, and 1500
regulars. The insurgellts had taken up an advanta
geous position, and deployed their lines across a stock
farm. The Spanillh forces on leaving l\IanzaniIlo, took
fil'st the road leading to Peralejo. iustead of following
the road which it would ha"e beeu natural for them to
take. The troops were gnided hya negro seventy-folll'
years of age. who was well aC'1uniutecl with tl'e locnl·
ity. The column, sUtlpecting tl'eachery, tnrned to the
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left, taking a path through the woods to avoid crossing
a plain. This changed the plan of the Cubans, who
were stationed around the plain, intending to surround
the Spanish, when Maceo's cavalry could have cut them
to pieces with their machetes.

Just befure the meeting with the Cubans, the Spanish
were marching in the following order: First, twenty
five explorers; second, a vanguard of 500 men uuder
General Santocildes; third, in the centre at a distance
of about a mile, General Campos with a large body of
troops, and then, closing the line, a strong rear guard.
The Cubans did not capture General Campos, because
they mistook the "explorers" for the vanguard, and
allowed them to pass. When the vanguard appeared,
they made the attack, mistaking that body for the cen
tre of the column where they supposed Martinez Cam
pos to be.

The fight lasted six consecutive hours, partially on
level, open ground, and partially on wooded hills. Vic
tory looked alternately in favor of the Spaniards and
the Cubans.

Campos and Santocildes were both in the midst of
tllis terrible fight, from which the Spalliards could not
extl'icate themselves. It was here that one bullet
struck the heel of Campos' boot, and another wounded
his horse so severely, that it had to be killed. In the
second charge made by the Spanish cavalry, General
Santocildes was killed, while gallantly endeavoring to
protect the commander·in-chief. From the scurrying
about of the staff officers, it was quickly perceived by
the insurgent General Maceo, that some important per
sonage of note among the Spaniards had gone down,
and this knowledge seemed to spread with electrical
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swiftlless among the Cubans. They were seized with
a fl'euzy of mingled delight and courage, and they re
newed their onslaught on the hapless Spanish columns
with relentless vigor.

General Camp0l:! was then obliged to take personal
command of the troops. His presence imbued them with
new courage, but Maceo pushed the attack so fiercely,
that the Spalliards were compelled to form a hollow
square, in the centre of which they pla.ced the body of
Santocildes to prevent it from capture, as the insur
gents seemed bent UpOll securing it, suppolling it wus
Campos. As soon a~ he rea.lized the severity of the at
tack, he ordered the hOrBeK and mules to be killed and
breastworks made of their bodies. The rear guard,
badly cut up, had arrived in time to take part in forlll
ing the square. Twice the Cubans broke the square,
which finally fought itself out of the fatal position, ill
which it had been forced to do nearly all of its fighting
for several hours. Maceo joined all his forces after the
slmttered Spanish column began to move toward Bay
amo, and continued the fight. He kept his cavalry
'charging, while his infantry poured a continued fusil
lade into the Spanllih right flank. This was contiuued
until within one mile of Bayamo. At that point, a
large building afforded cover to the retreating Span
ianis. Many passed through it, and when the Cubans
arrived there they fOllnd thirteen officers and two chiefs
dead. It was past six o'clock in the afternoon, when
Maceo ordered the firing to cease, and the slaughter
was stopped.

Campos only saved himself by a ruse. Taking ad
vantage of the Cuban's well-known respect for the
wounded, he had himself placed within a covered



498 FIRST BATTLES.

stretcher, which they allowed to pass without looking
inside of the cover. When outside of the Cubau line&,
he was obliged to walk on foot to Bayamo, through six
miles of by.paths under cover of the darkneBS, only ac
companied by his colored guide.

The prillcipalloSBes in this battle were, on the Span
ish side, General Santocildes, his aide-de-camp, and all
his staff except a lieutenant-colonel and a captain; two
lieutenants were mortally wounded, and another lieu
tenankolonel and a captain seriously wouuded, and over
800 dead and wounded soldiers. The Cubans had
Colonel Goulet and Colonel Machado killed, Colonel
Gongora wounded, and about fifty men killed and
wounded."

A most beautiful inciuent of the battle was tbe fol.
lowing letter that General Antonio Maceo addressed to
Captain-General Martinez Campos:

" To HiR Excellency, the General Martinez (Jampo,:
"DEAR SIR :-Anxiolls of g-iving careful and efficient

nttendance to the wounded Spanish soldiers that your
troops left behind on the battlefield. I have ordered

I that they he lodged in the houselJ of the Cuban fam·
ilies that live nearest the battle grounds, until you send
for them. With my assurance that the forces you may
send to escort them back, will not meet any hostile
demonstration from my soldiers, I have the honor to
be, sir,

(Signed)
" Yours respectfully,

.. ANTONIO MAOEO."

This i'J the kind of war the Cubans made; they set
at liberty the prisoners, they allowed the Spanish offi
cers who surrendered to keep their side arms; they
oared for the wounded and buried the enemy! What a
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contrast to the conuuct of the Spanish troops I The
Red Cross Society was never admitted by the Govern
ment; on several occasions Cuban hospital-camps were
captured and their iumates cruelly put to death; Major
Garrido in the East and General Luque in Sauta Clara
were never punished for these butcheries; our soldiers
were given no quarter; our leaders were submitted to
a mock trial and executed. Let the world judge who
were the bandits and the cut-throats!

The great victory at Bayamo was followed by that of
Sao del Indio, on August 31st, 1895. It was the aim
of the Spanish to capture General Jose Maceo, who
was ill at Casimba. A Spanish deserter, who had joined
the Cubans, gave information to the authorities. Under
Colonel Canella and Major Garrido, a column of 1,200
soldiers, with two field pieces and a cavalry squadron,
left Guantanamo toward the ruins of Ramon de los
Yaguas. Advised of this movement, General Jose
Maceo sent some sharpshooters to harass the enemy, and
dispatched a courier to his brother, General Antonio
Maceo, informing bim of the expected attack. Gen.
Antonio Maceo was at this time at Puerto Escandel,

'seven miles distant from Santiago de Cuba. He imme
lliately placed 1\ portion of his command in marching
order, to proceed to the assistance of his brother. This
force was composed of part of the Second and Third
Brigades of the First Division, under Brigadier-Gen
erals Cebreco and Perez, aggregating about 2,000 men.
They marched all night, and until four o'clock the fol
lowing morning, when they halted within a short dis
tance of the enemy, near Ramon de los Yaguas.

At dawn, a scout informed tho general, that the
Spaniards were marching along the" La Pimienta '0 road
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toward the Insurgent hospital. Orders were issued to
Brigadier-General P. Perez, to occupy the height of
Lucucu, on the left bank of the Baconao river, to pre
vent its occupation by the Spaniards. TlJis movement
was successful, in spite of the strenuous efforts of the
enemy. General Jose Maceo, meantime, in spite of his
illness, occupied the right bank of the same river, pre
venting the Spaniards from crossing to attack the hos
pital. Brigadier-General Cebreco occupied the heights
of "San Prudencio," and opened fire on the Spaniards.
This obliged the Spaniardt to retire from their position.
They regained it, only after a heavy artillery fire. The
Cubans made a second and more determined attack,
forcing the Spaniards back and driving them from their
position. General Antonio Maceo stationed himself,
with his staff, to the right of the enemy, thu8 surround
ing them on three sides, and exposing them to a dan
gerous fire. He then attacked the centre of the Spanish
column.

The fighting was heroic on both sides. The Span
iards steadily resisted the charges of the Cubans, and
prevented the success of their desperate attempts to
capture the field-pieces. For several hours the fighting
was continued, both sides showing great courage and
determination.

During his charges. General Antonio Maceo obtained
possession of the Indio heights, and the cro$sing of the
Baconao river at Camacko. He left the road by which
the Spaniards had arrived, purposely open, baving laid
a trap there for them. He had stationed forces, UDder
Lieutenant·Colonels V. Miniet and Demetrio Castillo.
in advantageous positions along this road. The Span
ia!da fell into this trap. took to tbe road and were
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llteadily driven back by Maceo. As they retreated, the
forces uuder Miniet and Castillo llarassed tllem con·
st.'\ntly, inflicting gl'eat damage, and killiug and wound·
ing a large number of soldiers, Theil' retreat was so
hast)" that they were compelled to abaudon more than
bixty dead, carrying with them eight)" wounded men on
stretchers. It was three o'clock in the afternoon, when
the battle ended, after ten hours of fierce and constant
fighting.

The Spaniards, on their retreat, took the road to
Guantanamo, through .. La Fortuna" and" Casimba."
After one hour's march, as they were passing by " La
Tontina," they walked over a subterranean torpedo,
previously prepared and placed there, which exploded,
killing and wounding over sixty men of the vanguard,
and causing tel'l'ible panic among the rest, who fled in
all directions. They were pursued and incessantly
harasseu by the Cubans, till uight overtook them at the
Yaglla heights and compelled the firing to Iltop.

That night both generals camped within sight of the
Spauillh sentries.

At dawn of the following day, September 1st, the
Spaniards resumed their march, and the Cubans con
tinued with greater vigor their attack upon the rear
guard, killing and creating havoc among the retreating
Spaniards. They compelled them to cross through
Vueltas Cortas to reach Iguanabano, where another
fierce fight occurred, the Spaniards making a stubborn
resistance. General Jose Maceo's horse was shot from
under him, and there were many dead and wounded 011

both sides. The Spauisrds were finally compelled to
withdraw. Believing themselves totally lost, they
burned their provision train, fearing it wouhl full into
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the hands of the Cubans. TIle fighting coutinned to
the very gates of Guantanunw, where the Spaniards
were safe for the time being.

The verified losses were: On the Spanillh side, nine
officers of rauk killed and thirteen wouuded; two 11l1II·

dred soldiers killed and two hundred and thirty-sevell
wounded.

On the Cuban side, one captain killed; one lieuten
ant-colouel and two majors wounded; eleven soldiers
killed and thirty wounded.



CHAPTER XXXVII.

THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

JOSE MARTI was the head of t1le preliminary civil
~rganization, and he, immediately upon landing with
Gomez in Cuba, issued a call for the selection of repre
sentatives of the Cuban people, to form a civil govern
ment.

Hill death postponed for a time, the election of these
men, but in the beginning of September, 1895, the call
previously issued was complied with.

Representatives from each of the provinces of the
illiand, making twenty in· all, were elected to the Con.
stituent Assembly, which met at Jimaguayu, on Sep
tember 13, to establish a civil government, republican
in form.

The delegates proceeded to the election of officers for
the following session, which resulted after thorough
discussion, in the adoption of the Constitution of the
Provisional Government of Cuba.

The Constituent Assembly then proceeded to elect
the Government Council by secret ballot. The follow
ing officers were chosen by a majority of votes and duly
installed:

President, Salvador Cisneros, of Puerto Principe.
Vice President, Bartolome Masso, of Manzanillo.
Secretary of War, Carlos Roloff, of Santa Clara.
Assistant Secretary of War, Mario Menocal, of Ma.

tanZaB.
(508)
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Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Rafael Portuondo, of
Santiago de Cuba.

Assistant Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Fermin Valdes
Dominguez, of Havana.

Secretllry of Treasury, Seveno Pina, Sancti Espiritu.
Assistant Secretary of Treasury, Joaquin Castillo, of

Santiago.
Secretary of Interior, Santiago J. Canizares, of

Remedios.
Assistant Secretary of Interior, Carlos Dubois, of

Baracoa.
The election of the General-in-Chief and the second

in command, with the title of Lieutenant-General, was
then held, and resulted in the unanimous election of
Maximo Gomez and Antonio :Maceo, respectively. On
the same day the Constituent Assembly by acclamation
chose as Delegate Plenipotentiary of the Cuban Re
public abroad, Tomas Estrada Palma.

Thus in the clamor of war, the Cubans prepared
themselves fOI' peace. The names of the men who
composed the assembly, should prove to anyone who
knows anything of the island, that the best elements
of Cuba's population, were with the revolution.

The President was the ex-Marquis of Santa Lucia,
of the most distinguished aristocracy of the island; a
venerahle man of seventy years of age, cultured snd
upright, who had devoted half 1\ century of his life to
the cause of liberty. He renounced his title of nobil
ity when he joined the revolution of 1868, in which be
was at the time, head of the Civil Government, andloat
his vnst estates by confiscation.

Bartolome Masso, the Vice President, was aaot1tll"
veteran, respected even by tlle Spaniards, a ",.n.to4e

&t
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planter, esteemed for his liberal ideas, and his sterling
character.

Of General Carlos Roloff, Secretary of War, the
only disparaging remark heard, was that he was a for
eigner. Spain forgets what she owes to the English
swords. But Roloff was more Cuban than Polish. I
When a child, he established himself in the island, at
Cienfuegos, where he attained a commendable position.
In 1869 at the head of the yonng men of the most
prominent families of the city, he joined the patriots.
and nntii the end of 1878, occupied the first rank, both
for his bravery, and his military talents.

The Assistant Secretary of War, Mario Menocal,
was a relative of United States Chief Civil Engi
neer Menocal, of Nicauragua Canal fame, and was a
Civil Engineer himself, a graduate of Cornell Univer
sity.

Rafael Portuondo y Tamayo, the Secretary of Foreign
Relations, was a lawyer of ability, who received his ed
ucation in the United States and in Europe, and be
longed to old and prominent families of wealth, and
accomplishments in the liberal professions.

Fermin Valdes Dominguez, the Assistant Secretary
of State, was a physician of standing. He bal'ely es
caped when the students of the University of Havana,
his companions, were murdered in 1871 by the Vol
nnteers; he, after years of penal confinement was set
at liberty. It was due to his efforts that the hand.

o some marble monument in the Havana cemetery was
erected, as a denunciation of the horrible crime, as a
memento of patriotism and love to those who were
" innocents! ..

Severo Pina, the Secretary of the Treasury, was a
29
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lawyer of considerable practice, and a brother-in-law of
General Serafin Sanchez.

Joaquin Castillo Duany, Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, was a graduate of the Medical School of the
University of Pennsylvania, having been one of the
physicians who volunteered to accompauy the Jeanette
Relief Expedition, to the North Pole.

The Secretary of Interior was Dr. Santiago Garcia
Canizares, who was Port Physician under the Spanish
Government, and was ably assisted by Carlos Dubois,
of Baracua, a young man of intelligence and activity.

The General-in·Chief, Maximo Gomez, although
born in Santo Domingo, was a thorough Cuban in as
pirations, feelings and associations, his wife and chilo
dren being Cubans. He went to the island in 1867
when the Spanish troops retired from Santo Domingo ;
in 1868, he cast his lot with the patriots. and was de
prived of his rank as Major in the regular Spanish
Army. In 1873, he was Commander-in-Chief. As a
guerrilla tactician he WOI1 world-wide fame; he was a
man of why constitution; his sixty years having not

'

dimmed the eagle eye, nor lessened the energy of the
superb horseman.
, Gen. Antonio Maceo, the Lieutenant.General, was a
~Iulatto. He came of a family of heroes, having had
fi ve brothers in the last war. Maceo had. on his body
twenty-three wounds. By his bravery and talents, he
rose from a common soldier to Major-General, in the
last war. After the treaty of EI Zanjon was signed,
he still held out for a year.

The Government passed laws dividing the republics
into states, districts audprefectures, regulating mar
riages, establishing post offices and for the collection of
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taxes. The Cuban Government also publisheu two
newspapers, issued Htalllps of val'ious llenominations and
placed bonds, with which to obtain sufficient funds to
bring the war to a rapid termination. In short, all
civil fnnctions compatible with a state of war, were ex
el'cised.



CHAPTER XXXVIll.

CONTINUAL SUCCESS.

GENERAL CAMPOS now prepared himself for the
winter campaign, in which he hoped at least, to weaken
the revolution. At all events, it was necessary to
crush it in Santa Clara., and prevent the carrying out
of General Gomez's order, forbidding the making of the
sugar crop, the destruction of which, meant the total
financial ruin of Spain's credit, and consequently, her
inability to float loans with which to continue the
struggle.

These orders of General Gomez, entailing as they did
in case of disobedience, the loss of property, was a sub·
ject of great criticism, by those who do not know the
importance of depriving the enemy of nine-tenths of
the capItal with which it was to make war on liberty,
but judged only of the direct tax imposed on sugar, an
infinitesimal amount, compared to what Spain derive~

froUl the endless-chain taxation of millions. Tile
moti ves underlying these apparent harsh decrees are
here given in their own words. The preliminary warn·
ing of July 1, said:

"GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIB
EHATION,

"NAJASA, Camaguey, July I, 1895.
.. To the Planters and Owners of Cattle Ranches:

" In accord with the great interests of the revolution
(510)
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for the independence of the country, and for which we
afe in arms:

" Whereas, all exploitations of any product whatso
ever, are aids and resources to the Government that we
are fighting, it is resolved by the General·in-Chief to
issue this general order throughout the island, that the
introduction of articles of commerce, as well as beef
and cattle into the towns occupied by the enemy, is
absolutely prohibited. The sugar plantations will stop
their labors, and whosoever shall attempt to grind the
crop notwithstanding this order, will have their cane
burned aud their buildings demolished. The persoIl,
who, disobeying this order, will try to profit from the
present situation of affairs, will show by his conduct
little respect for the rights of the revolution of re
demptiOIl, and therefore shall be considered as an
enemy, treated as a. traitor, and tried as such in case of
his capture. .. MAXIMO GOMEZ,

.. The General ill-Chief."

Nevertheless throughout the country preparations
were made for the grinding of the crop. A peremptory
order, of which the following is a copy, was then
issued on November 6:

"HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBERATION.
"TERRITORY OF SANOTI SPIRITUS, Nov. 6, 1895.

"Animated by the spirit of unchangeable resolution
in defence of the rights of the revolution of redemption
of this country of COIOllists, humiliated and despised by
Spain, and in harmony with what has been decreerl
concerning the subject in the circular dated the 1st of
July, I have ordered the following:

.. Article 1. That all plantations shall be totally de
stroyed, their cane and ontbuildings burned, and rail
road connections destroyed.

.. Article 2. All laborers who shall aid the sugar
faotories-these sources of supplies that we must de-
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prive the enemy of-shall be considered as traitors to
their country.

"Article 3. All who are caught in the act, or whose
violation of Article 2 shall be proven, shall be shot.
Let all chiefs of operations of the army of liberty
comply with this order, determined to unfurl triumph
antly, even over ruin and ashes, the flag of the Republic
of Cuba.

.. In regard to the manner of waging the war,
fullow the private instructions that I have already
given.

.. For the sake of the honor of our arms and your
well-know conrage and patriotism, it is expected that
yon will strictly comply with the above orders.

"M. GOMEZ,
.. General-in-Chief."

On the 11th of November the following proclamation
was issued:

.. HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBERATION,
"SANCTI SPIRITUS, November 11, 1895.

.. To Honest Men. Victims of the Torch:
.. The painful measure made necessary by the revolu

tion of redemption, drenched in innocent blood frolll
Hatuey to our own times, by cruel and merciless Spaiu
will plunge you in misery. As General-in-Chief of the
Army of Liberation, it is my duty to lead it to victory.
without permitting myself to be restrained or terrified,
by any means necessary to put Cuba in the shortest
time, in poslIession of her dearest ideal. I therefore
place the responsibility fur so great a ruin 011 those who
look on impassively, and force us to those extreme
measures which they then condemn, like dolts and
hypocrites that they are. After RO many years of sup
plication. humiliations. contumely. banishment, and
death, when this people. of its own will, has arisen in
arms, there remains 110 other solution but to triumph,



CONTINUAL SUCCESS. 513

and it matters not, what wealls are employed to accom
plish it.

.. This people cannot hesitate between the wealth of
Spain, and the liberty of Cuba. Its greatest crime
would be to stain the land with blood without effecting
its purposes, because of puel"ile scruples, and fears wllich
,10 not concur with the character of the men who are
ill the fi~ld, challenging the fury of an Rrmy which is
one of the bravest ill the world, but which in this war
is without enthusiasm or faith, ill fed and unpaid.
The war did not begin February 24; it is about to be
gin now.

.. The war had to be organized; it was necessary to
calm, and lead into the proper channels, the revolutionary
spirit always exaggerated in the beginning by wild
enthusiasm. The struggle ought to begin in obedience
to a plan and method, more or less studied, as the re
sult of the peculiarities of this war. This has already
been done. Let Spain now send her soldiers to riYet
the chains of her slaves j the children of this land are
in the field, armed with the weapons of liberty. The
struggle will be terrible, but success will crown the
revolution and the efforts of the oppressed.

" MAXIMO GOMEZ,
" General-in-Chief."

The Cuban General having perfected all his arrange
ments, instead of waiting to be attacked, took the of
fensive, and so upset all of Campos' preparations.

General Rodriguez was. placed in command of the
Third Army Corps, and Gomez ordered General An
tonio Maceo, with about four thousand men, mostly in
fantry, to follow and join him at Sancti Spiritus, on
the western boundary of Santa Clara, where Generals
Roloff, Sanchez, Perez and Lacret, were waiting, under
orders, for the advance of the Commander-in·Chief.
Between the provinces of Santa Clara and Puerto
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Principe, there was a line of forts extending from the
town of J ucaro to the town of Moron, called the trocha.
To prevent the entrance of Gomez into Santa Clara,
General Martinez Campos, reinforced the garrisons,
and placed strong columns along the line, to fill up the
gaps. General Gomez, with a few hundred men, suc
ceeded by a series of manreuvres in getting through
this line and falling upon the town of Pelayo captured
the forts which guarded it, together with the entire
garrison, and a large amount of arms and ammunition.

He then moved north in the Province, of Santa
Clara, into the district of Remedios, moved west, re
crossed the trocha and there joined forces with General
Antonio Maceo.

The column of invasion under the latter, started
from the province of Santiago de Cuba; Maceo marohed
his soldiers through the entire province of Puerto
Principe, although four large Spanish columns were
sent to interrupt his progress. These he succeeded in
eluding, defeating them, however, on several occasions.
The oombined forces of Maceo and Gomez, by a series
of strategic movements, again succeeded in passing
the frocha, their rear guard defeating Colonel Segura,
inflicting heavy loss, and capturing millly mules laden
with arms, ammunition and supplies.

On the arrival of the combined forces in Santa Clara,
Gomez, taking charge of all the forces in the district,
divided them, sending flying columns in advance, under
Generals Suarez, Perez and Lacret, despatching others
to Sagu&, in the north, and toward Trinidad, in the
south; Maceo's forces made a demonstration on the
city of Santa Clara, which was now Martinez Campos'
headquarters, while Gomez threatened Cienfuegoe.
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In all the operations which now followed, General
Gomez had ample forces in his rear, 80 that his retreat,
if made necessary, would not be cut off.

Immediately on the threatening of Cienfuegos, Gen
eral :\Iartinez Campos removed his headquarters from
Santa Clara to Cieufuegos, allll thence despatched a
large number of troops, to form a line between Cien
fuegos, Las Cruces and Lajas, to impede the westward
march of the Cuban arlllY. Still advancing westward,
and ordel'ing a concentration of his troops, Gomez
outflanked the Spanish command, his rear guard dis
tracting their attention and engaging them severely at
Maltiempo.

From the official report of this balitle,-now in the
archives of the Cuban Delegation in this country,-by
General Miro, Chief of Staff, I quote:

"On the 14th of December, the army entered the
district of Cienfuegos, and on the next day there was a
fight at the Mal Tiempo plantation, in which the Span.
ish column was completely routed, and one after
another, the squares formed to hold back the Cuban
cavalry, were broken. Two llUndred and ten men were
cut down with machetes; one hundred and ten Mauser
rifles, thirty Remillgtons, ten thousand cartridges, the
baggage, mules, medicine chest, papers, and banner
were captured. From the papers that were taken, it
was discovered that the Spanish forces consisted of de
tachments from the Canary regiment of infantry, and
the 'Trevino' cavalry. Generals Gomez and Maceo
in person, led the Cuban charges.

"The Cuban los8 was twellty-seven ; among the killed
was Lieutenant-Colonel Jose Cefi y Salas. After a
short rest, employed in caring for the wounded, and in
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dividing the spoils captured from the Spaniards, another
hostile column appeared in front, and was attacked by
General Maceo's escort.

.. A body of infantry was quickly formed, and armed
with the rifles just captured, which, planted on a little
height, riddled the enemy with bullets for half an hour,
and forced him to retreat ill haste, while the cavalry at
tacked him on the flanks. General Gomez, who had
marched on with a part of the troops, fell in with an·
other column of the enemy, and with the assistance of
Zayas' brigade, that joined him at the l'ight moment,
did great damage to the enemy's forces. Meanwhile
the real' guard under Colonel Pedro Diaz, held back
the Spanish troops that came to the rescue. When
camp was pitched, the Cubans had been seventeen honrs
on 'horseback.

.. General Maceo sent out a number of flanking col
umns to march parallel with the body of the troops,
and ordered General Lacret to advance rapidly to the
North, into the province of Matanzas. Couriers were
sent back to Camaguey, to direct General Rodriguez to
to cross the trocha with the second contingent from the
East, and to form a junction in that district. The
situation of the Cuban forces on entering the most
populous alHlrichest district of the island, was as follows:
Qnintin Bandera. north of Trinidad; the forces of
Legon and Castillo against Sancti Espiritns and the
tl'ocha; the troops of Pedro Diaz, Zayas, Rego and Cor
tina respectively, toward Remedios, Santa Clara, Cien·
fuegos and Sagua. Artega's forces were also sent to
ward Cienfnegos, I\nd RlIfael Cardenas was ordered to
enter the districts of Cardenas, and Colon."

Martinez Campos again changed his headquarters,
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moving to Colo11, in the pl'Ovince of Matanzas, trying
vainly to stem the tide. lie had prepared what he
thought was asure "rat trap" he hoped that the Spanish
forces to the rear of the Cubans, would be able to co
lIperate with him. But every means of communication
by railroad, telephone or telegraph, had been completely
destroyed by the Cubans in their progress west; no
word could be sent, nor soldiers transported quickly
enough for a combined attack on the front and rear of
the Cubans. General Maceo, sometimes in the van, at
others in the rear, skilfully directed the march. His
strategy consisted in a series of zigzag movements, al·
most always from east to west, approaching as Ileal' as
possible to some hostile district, and then retreating
from it and continuing the advance. While his column
was braving the enemy's forces to throw them off the
track, and defeat them in detail, General Gomez made a
rapid flank movement with five hundred horsemen to
the village of Roque, which he entered in triumph.

From this time on, the figlJting was very sharp, the
order of Gomez, concerning tile grinding of the sugar
crop, was evidently being disobeyed ill Matanzas and
Santa Clara. The torch was applied, with the result,
that only a sixth of the harvest was realized that year.

With calls f01' the protection of the plantations in
the said provinces. the cities of Santa Clara and Colon
threatened, with all communications to the East, except
by water, cut off, and with the Cuban forces advancing
in oblique directions to the West, General Campos was
in a sea of troubles.

On the 23d of December, he took personal command
in the field, for the secOllll time. The battle of Coliseo,
lasting an hour, was the result. The Spanish forces
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consisting of two thousand five hundred infantry kept
up a tremendous fire, but without being able to ad
vance. Martinez Campos again changed his head
quarters to Jovellanos, then to Limonar, to Matanzas
and -finnlly to Havana, where he actively engaged in
fortif~'ing the land approaches to the Capital, while he
concentrated as many troops as possible, sending to the
most easterly province, that of Santiago, for all the
troops that could be spared from that district, and
hurried to the neighborhood of Batabano as many bat
talions as possible, withdrawing even a large numbet
of the marines from the fleet, to assign them to shore
duty.

This line of Batabano was broken too. Engage
ments and skirmishes were of daily occurrence; the
Cubans driving the Spaniards back.

At Calimete, on the 29th of December, a battle was
fought, with the Spaniards formed in tllree squares.
One of these was broken, the men cut down with
machetes, a greater number retreating. After an hour
and a half of fighting, the Cuban infantry decided the
battle.

The new year, found the patriots in the province of
Havana; they took several towns, such 8S Guira de
Melena, Gabriel, Alguizar, Ceiba de Agua, Vereda
Nueva and Hoyo Colorado. In some of these places,
the volunteers of the garrisons, did not oppose a
declaration of the people in favor of independence.
At Hoyo Colorado, the town proclaimed itself for the
revolution, the volunteers tore off their uniforms, and
gave up their arms.

On the 7th of January, outside of the town, a great
parade of all the forces of the Army of Invasion

,
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united there took place. They numbered eleven thou
sand seven hundred men.

In accordance with the new plans of operation, the
forces then separated, General Gomez with seven
thousand horsemen and five hundred infantry, march
ing back to the province of Matanzas, while the rest
under General Maceo, contiuued to advance toward
Pinar del Rio. The advance guard on that day, came
very close to Marianao, and at night could make out
the lights of Havana.

While General Gomez constantly operated within
thirty miles of Havana, General Maceo tl'iumphantly
paraded through Pinar del Rio, after breaking the mili
tary line at Mariel. The seaport of Cabanas surren
dered in spite of the presence of a Spanish cruiser, San
Diego de Nunez and Bahia Honda followed. On the
18th, the battle of Las Taironas took place with a
Spanish column of three thousand men; it was a stub
born contest, but the Government troops were unable
to check Maceo's advance. On the 20th of January,
the Cubans entered the town of Guanes, which gave
them an enthusiastio reception, the church bells pealing
a welcome. From the funds of the municipality, some
salaries were paid, specially those of schoolmasters,
whose salaries had not been paid by the Spanish
authorities, for eighteen months. The public authori·
ties remained in their respective positions, and the
mayor was appointed prefect of the district.

Mantua, the most westerly town, fell on the 23d,
into the hands of the Cubans. The people of Mantua
gave them a similar reception to the one at Guanes.
General Maceo, accompanied by his chief of staff, was
present at a council meeting, where minutes were drawn
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in whic11 the council adhered to the principles repre
sented by the Cuban army; the council, judges, mayor,
and principal dignitaries, were all Spaniards, and the
mayor was appointed prefect of Mantua. In the even
ing, a ball was given in the hall of the Spanish Casino,
in honor of General Maceo, which the belles of the
city attended. The beautiful standard of the Cuban
army replaced that of Spain, which covered the picture
of the youthful King, hung iu the dais.

General Miro, speaking of this invasion, under date
of January 23, said in his official despatch:

"The brilliant success of the expedition is due to
the rapidity of the marches and the splendill physical
condition of the men, who were in the saddle for six
teen or eighteen hours a day, during a whole month.
The flanking parties, acting at great distances, were
very effective in the Matanzas and Colon districts, acting
often independently of the main body. The political
tact shown by Generals Gomez and Maceo, has greatly
aided the revolutionary cause, convelting into active
sympathizers, very many persons of Spanish origin who
were previously hostile. Whole districts, inhabited by
uncompromising Spaniards, have declared themselves
for the principles of the revolution, on becoming COil

vinced of the purity of the Cuban illeal, and seeing the
honest behavior of the army. In the province of
Pinal' del Rio, known as tIle black continent, many
Asturians, formerly hostile, have accepted office under
the republic, and are contributing to its cause."

The army was well provided fOl' during the campaign;
in the rapid marches in Cienfuegos and MaUlnzas, ten
thousands remounts were obtained, and the troops were
clothed anew. The Cuban losses'were in all, thirty-
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nine killed, of "buill twelve were superior officers, lind
ten officers, and seventy officers and ninety privates
wounded. The Cubans captured more than two thou
sand rifles from the enemy, and nearly one hundred
thousand cartridges. At this time, the Cubans had
sixty thousand men under arms; twelve thousand
joined them in the invaded provinces. General Mar
tinez Campos made gigantic efforts to prevent the pas
sage of Maceo into the provinces of Las Villas and
Occidente, and his military plans were well conceived.
Dismayed as he was after the fight at Coliseo, at seeing
all his efforts useless to bar out the invasion, it is not
surprising that the steps he took later were blunders.
The Spanish infantry always fought bravely, but it
showed no enthusiasm; the cavalry never 'measured
arms with the Cubans. On two occasions only, the
affairs at Manacal and at Calimete, were the Spaniards
the attacking party j in all the other fights, they kept
behind protections.

During the campaign, the cane fields of all the sugar
plantations, in the districts through which the army
passed, were bumed-a painful necessity, but thereLy
the government was deprived of,the rich reveuue it
counted upon, from the sugar crop. Martinez Campos
and his lieutenants, declared solemnly that the suga]
crop would be harvested; but the invading army
demonstrated that it had at its command the mean,
of rendering ineffective, the most positive assertions
of the Spanish Government. The results of the in.
vasion may be summed up in General Maceo's own
words:

.. The campaign of invasion with its glorious result.
due to the occurrence of circumstances of many kinds,
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must necessarily mark a turning point in the relations
between the Spanish elements in the island, and the in
depelldent Cubans. Those, who to-day refuse to un
derstaIHl our objects, and the political design of the
campaign, wili recognize in the end, what are the ne.
cessities of war, and that this people must be free. They
will eagerly seek for some meam; of escape in the future,
from auother blow like that of the war of 1868. With
no guarantees from the Spanish government, with their
sugar property destroyed, and the republic strength
ened on all sides, will come the conviction from the
eloquent teaching of deedH, infusing into the most
optimistic minds the idea that we will employ the
efficacious treatment used in this campaign, periodio
ally, and with even greater vigor, until the solution
desired by Cuba is attained. Ou the other hand, truth
always makes its way, and in the end, even those will
see it who have lived among the delusions, created by
an oppressive and detestable government, which im
pO\'erished the very men who have helped support it.
The Spaniards who are still hostile, will become sup·
porters of our cause, when they recognize as man)'
others have already done, that the revolution only aim~

to overthrow the Spanish dominion in the persou of its
officials, and by no means to drive awa)" the sons of the
peninsula, whose social life is intermingled with ours,
and whom we wish to see also sharillg our political
life, without the unjust privileges which have been
granted to them hitherto."

General Martinez Campos, after his defeat at Coliseo,
could no longer remain in command. He had lost the
only thiug which could keep the volunteer. mob in
'Jheck-the faith of the regular army in him. Notwitb-
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standing the official and personal confidence expressed
to him by the Queen Regent, on December 27, the arti
ficial popular demoustration in his honor on' his re
turn to the capital, when the very men who, weeks
after demanded his resignation saluted him as .. our
grand old Commander," the opiuion of the Minister of
War, Azcarraga, that, .. his recall would be the first
great victory of the Cubans before tHe country, the
United States and the world," and meStlages of con
gratulations from the Cabinet, the rabid intransigents,
who were not satisfied with his conduct, who wanted
not only clliefs killed, as Mujica, Acebo, Amezaga and
Gonzalez had been, but wholesale massacres, as those
ordered by Garrido, Tejeda, the ex-convict, Benitez,
Molina and Luque, and who clamored for a reign of
terror, forced the Madrid authorities to oust Campos,
for not complying with the demands of those, who
would have made of him, not a general, but au assassin.

General Sabas Marin, who took the command ad
interim of General Martinez Campos, thought he might
catch General Maceo between Candelaria and Artemisa,
but the three columns which advanced on the Cuban
forces were not only routed, but the operations of the
invading army continued with increasing success.

30



CHAPTER XXXIX.

WEYLER SUCCEEDS CAMPOS.

GENERAL VALERIANO WEYLER, of dark memory in
the last ten years' war, as a lieutenant of the ferocious
Valmaceda, s~cceeded Campos. There are no words
strong enough. with which to describe the cowardly acts
of this mOllster, during his subordinate commands.
His victims were defenceless men, and his greatest
feats were to insult, outrage, and torture the Cuban
womell. He represented a cruel and brutal policy, and
for that reason was sent to Cuba; the wholesale mur
ders with which he crushed anarchism ill Bal'celona
were thought by his admirers, to be a good way of ob.
taining the pacification of the patriots in Cuba. The
whole press of the island about two years ago, in times
of piece, when he was proposed for Captain-General,
protested against his appointment as an insult alld
provocation to the Cuban people. General Campos
speaking of his companion in arms said: .. Even the
dead will rise against him." He is a Torquemada lUlll

an Alba combined; he is called the" Hyena of Spain;-'
those who know of his deeds best, prefer to designate
him as the" butcher!"

The following decrees, interpreted in the Spanish
style of duplicity and barbarity, scarcely convey aD idea
of his proposed measures to "exterminate" the patriots ;

" PROCLAMATION."

"Don Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau. Marquis of Tell\'
rift"Q, Governor and Captain-General of the Island of

(526)
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Cuba, General-in-Chief of the army, etc., desirous of
waruing the honest inhabitants of Cuba and those loyal
to the Spanish cause, and in conformity to the laws,
does order and command:

.. Article 1. All inhabitants of the district of Saucti
Spiritus, amI the Provinces of Puerto Principe, aull
Sautiago de Cuba, will have to concentrate in places
wldch al'e the headquarters of a division, a brigade, a
column, or a troop, a,nd will have to be provided with
documentary proof of identity, within eight days of the
publication of tllis proclamation in the muuicipalitieN.

.. Article 2. To travel in the country in the raditis
covered by the columns in operation, it is absolutely
indispensable to have a pass fl'OlD the mayor, military
commandants, or chiefs of detachments. Anyone lack
ing this, will be detained and sent to headquarters of
divisions,01' brigades, and thence to Havana, at my dis
position, by the first pussible means. Even if a paSH i~

exhibited, which is suspected to be not authentic 01'

grauted by authority, to persons with known sympathy
townrd the rebellion, or who show favor thereto, rigor
ons measures will result to those responsible.

,. Article 8. All owners of commercial establishments
ill the country districts, will vacate them, and the chief~

of colulllns will take such measures as the success (If
their operations dictates, regardiug such places which,
while useless for the couutry's wealth, serve the enemy
liS hiding places in the woods and in thE! interior.

"Article 4. All passes hitherto issued, hereby become
null and void.

.. Article 5. The military authorities will see to the
immediate publication of this proclamation.

.. VALERIANO WEYLER."
"HAVANA, February 16, 1896."

The second proclamation is as follows:

" PROCLAMATION."

"Don Valeriano Weyler Nicolau, Marquis of Ten8-
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riffe, Governor and Captain.Gelleral of the Island of
Cuba, General-in·Chief of the army, etc:

"I order to avoid suffering and delay, other than
that essential in time of war, and the summary pro·
ceedings illitiated by the forceg in operation, I dictate
the following proclamation:

"Article 1. In accordance with the faculties con
ceded to me by rule two, article thirty-one, of tIle mili·
tary code of justice, I assume, as General-in-Chief of
the Army operating in this island, the judicial attributes
of H. E. Captain.General.

.. Article 2. In virtue of rule two of said article. I
delegate from this date, these judicial attributes, to the
commanders-in-chief of the first And second army corps,
and tu the general commanding the third division, that
is, in Puerto Principe.

.. Article 3. Prisoners caught in action, will be sub
jected to the most summary trial, without any other
illvegtigatiun except that indillpeDsable for the objects
of the tria1.

.. Article 4. When the inquiry is finished, subject to
consultation with the judicial authorities, the proceed
ings will continne during the course of operations, and
in the presence of the judicial authority, with an audio
tor, the selltence rna.}' Le carried out. When said au·
thority is not present, the process will be remitted to
him, and the culpable parties detained, at the locality
where the divillion or brigade headquarters is situated.

.. Article 6. The military juridic functionary of what
ever rallk, who accompalliell in the operations the judi.
cial authorities, when the latter thus decides, will act
as auditor, dispensing with the assessors' Assistance at
court-martial, during operations, in cases where 110

other m£>mber of the juridic body is at hand.
.. Article 6. When the. sentence is prollounced. if the

sentence be deprivation of liberty, the culprit will be
brought to Havaua, with the papers in the case, 80 that
the testimony can be issued as to the penalty, and the
sentence be carried into effect.
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"Article 7. The said authorities will l,l' acquaiuted
with all cases initiated against the accused ill war.

.. Article 8. I reserve the right of promoting and sus
taining all questions of competence, witll otlier juris
dictions, as alt;O with the military, and to determine iu
hibitions in all kinds of military processes., iu the terri·
tory of the island.

.. Article 9. I reserve likewise the facuIty of assum
ing an inquiry into all cases, when it is deemed con·
venient.

.. Article 10. No sentence of death shall be effected,
without the ackuowledgment by my authority, of the
testimony of the judgment, which must be sent to me
immediately, except when no means of communication
exists, or, when it is a case of insult to superiors, or of
military sedition, in which case sentence will be carried
out, and the information furuished to me afterwards.

.. Article 11. All previous proclamations, or orders,
conflicting with this, on the question of the delegation
of jurisdiction, in this island are hereby rendered null
and void.

"VALERIANO WEYLER."
" Havana, February 16, 1896."

The third proclamation is as follows:

" PROCLAMATION."

"Don Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau, Marquis of Tene.
riffe, Governor and Captain.General of the Island of
Cuba, General.in-Chief of the army, etc:

.. I make known that, taking advantage of the tem
ponuy insecurity of commuuication between the dis
trict capitals, and the rest of the provinces, notices
which convey uneasiness and alarm, are inventecl and
propagated, and some perRons, more oaring still, have
taken advantage of this, to draw the deluded and the
ignol'ant to the rebel ranks. I am determined to have
the laws obeyed, and to make known by special meant;,
the dispositions ruling and frequently -applied during
such times as the present, through which the island is
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now passiug, and to make clear how far cel·tain points
go, in adapting them to the exigencies of war and in
use of the faculties conceded to me, h,' number twelve,
article seven, of the code of military jilstice, and by the
law of public order of April 23, 1870. And I make
known, order, and command that the following cases
Ilre subject to military law, among others specified by
the law:

.. Clause 1. Those who invent or propagate by any
means, notices or assertiolls favorable to tbe rebellion,
shall ue considered as being guilty of offences against.
the integrity of the nation, and comprised' ilJ article
t.wo hundred and twent),-three, clause six, of the mili·
tary code, whenever such notices facilitate the enemy's
operations.

.. Clause 2. Those who Aestroy or damage railroad
liues, telegraph 01' telephoue wires, or appltrll.t UII COIl

uected therewith, or those ,"'110 iuterru{lt cOlllllluuica
tiolH~, by opening bridges, or destroying highways.

"Clause 3. Incendiaries in t.own or country, 01' those
who cause damage, as shown in caption eight. article
thil·teen, volume two, of the penf\.l code ruling in Cuba•

•• Clause 4. Those who sell, fa~ilitate, convey, or de
iiver arms 01' ammunition to the altem)", or who supply
such by Rny other means, or tho~ ",ho keep such in
their power, or tolerate or deal iu such through the
customs, and employees of customs who fail to confis
cate such importations, will be held rflt:;ponsible.

•• Clause 5. Telegraphists who divll1~e telegrams re
ferring to the war, or who send them tQ pel'80nS who
should not be cognizant of them.

.. Clause 6. Those who through the pr'lSfl, or other
wise, revile the prestige of Spain, her arms the volun
teers, or firemen, or any other force that couperates
with the army.

.. Clause 7. Those who by the same meam. t1ndeavor
to extol the enemy.

.. Clause 8. Those who supply the enemy with. bOIM&.
cattle, or any other war resources.
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"Clause 9. Those who Ret as spies; and to these the
utmost rigor of the law will be applied.

.. Clause 10. Those who serve as guides. unless sur
rendering at once and showing the proof of force
majeure, amI giving the troops evidence at once of loy
alty.

•• Clause 11. Those who adulterate army food, or
conspire to alter the prices of provisions.

.. Clause 12. Those wlJO by means of explosives. com
mit the offences referred to in the law of June 10, 1894,
made to extend to this islaud by the royal order of Oc
tober 17, 1895, seeing that these offences affect the
public peace, and the law of April 23. 1870, grants me
power to leave to the civil authorities the proceedings
in such cases as are comprised in captions four and five
and treatise three of volume two of the commou pellal
code. when the culprits are uot military, 01' when the
importance of the offence renders such action advis
able.

.. Clause 13. Those who by messenger pigeons, fire.
works, or other signals, communicate news to the
enemy.

•• Clause 14. The offences enumerated, when the law
prescribes the death penalty or life imprisonment, will
be dealt with most summarily.

.. Clause 15. All other proclamations and orders pre.
viously issued in conflict with this. are annulled by this

.. VAI..ERIANO WEYLER."
.. HAVANA, }'ebruary 16,1896."

From the first proclamation it can be seen that the
three Easterly provinces were in possession of the Cu.
bans, and that the provisions were a subtle covering, to
kill with impunity, the peaceful inhabitants of the Re·
public.

By the second, he suspended judicial functions and
invested himself and the military authorities with the
right to dispose of the life of any prisoner.
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But the third was the most refined product of WeJ
ler's method; in fact under it, no Cuban could escape.

Fortunately for the cause of indepelldence, Weyler
could, as Campos has expre811ed it, .. do no more" than
lIe; .. the people are with the Cubans." "The sad
scenes of the last war, such as the shooting of the stu·
dents," were not tolerated by civilized America. But
these bloodthirsty measures only served to increase the
ranks of the Cuban army, which daily became more
powerful, by the capture of arms and ammunition.

When General Weyler took command, his plans
could be summed up as follows:

1st.-To "clean out of rebels," the provinces of Pinar
del Rio, Havana and Matanzas by the 15th of March.

2d.-To have the sugal' planters grind by that time,
thus accomplishing what Campos was not able to do,
and proving to the world that the Cubans could not
carry out their decrees.

3d.-To weaken the revolution in the other territor
ies, prevent the landing of war material, and so pre
pare his campaign of two years' duration in which he
hoped to end the war.

4th.-To influence public opinion in this country, and
cooperate with Minister Dupuy de Lome to prevent,
at all hazards, any expression of sympathy from the
Senate and House of Representatives in favor of the
struggling patriots.

Jn all this he signally failed. The military opera
tions during the ensuing months were very successful
for the patriots. The Spaniards having withdrawn
most of their troops to the West, left the Eastern provo
inces abandoned; the Cuban forces, taking advantage
of this condition of affairs, surprised the few small
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garrisons left, and Rllenes in Baracoa, Perez and Jos~
Maceo in Guantanamo, Demetrio Castillo and Francisco
Sanchez Echeverria in the neighborhood of Santiago,
Rabi in Manzanillo and Rojas in Holguin, increased
their respective commands by the accession of Spanish
soldiers, who joined them with arms and ammunition.
In Camaguey, General Jose M. Rodriguez harassed the
enemy constantly, and by brilliant attacks cut down
several detachments of Spanish soldiers. In Las Villas
there was constant fighting, the Spaniards being unable
to make any headway i men of position who were wait
ing to see how the tide would turn, left their homes to
lead new groups of patriots i in the district of Cien
fuego~, Rego, famous for his magnanimity at Cantabria,
in Sancti Spiritus, General Serafin Sanchez, in Santa
Clara, Vidal and the Nunez in Cardenas, Lacret, kept
thousands of Spanish troops running hither and thither,
in the vain attempt to protect the plantations, and to
prevent the Cubans from entering and sacking the
towns. The province of Matanzas, which has the
largest number of sugar plantations, was no more con
tested ground, but a stronghold of Cuban independ
ence, and every day reports were received of engage
ments with tae numerous forces of the patriots. But
the triumphs, which determined the complete defeat of
Weyler, were the second march of General Antonio
Maceo to Pinar del Rio, and the admirable tactics of
General Gomez.

The .. cleaning out of rebels" and the cc grinding of
cane" in the Western provinces by the 15th of March,
was not accomplished.

General Antonio Maceo, after leaving Mantua, pro
oeeded East again, having obtained the unanimous up-
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rising of Pinal' del Rio, where the Spaniards claimed to
have him completely penned up. The battle of Paso
Heal was one of the most stubborn of the war. Gen
eral Luque was in command of the Spanish troops i

after twenty-seven hours of almost continuous march
ing he came up with the Cuban troops, commanded by
Generals Maceo, Zayas, and Colonel Sotomayor, a gal
lant Chilian. The Cubans in possession of the town,
fired from the tops of the houses and along the fences
around the city. The Spanish vanguard, under Colonel
Hernandez, attacked the vanguard, centre and rear of
the Cubans, who held their ground, retreating to other
positions as the enemy advanced. The patriots now
entrenched themselves in a heavy palm grove. Bya
feint movement of the Cubans, the Spaniards were
brought face to face, with one thousand inlmrgent cav
alry, ready to attnck. Lines of battle were formed two
kilometers in length. There were two companies of
Savoy, and one company of the Galicia battalions, uu
del' Colonel Hernandez, and three companies of the St.
Quintin battalion, commauded by their colonel, besides
three companies under Col. Frances in the centre, with
one piece of artillery commanded hy Col. Levon.

In the above order, the Spanish forces advanced from
one position to another, firing volleys. They were met
by the Cubans, three hundred yards from the palm
trees. The rebel cavalry charged, coming as far as the
bayonet points of the Spanish soldiers.

The Spanish infantry fought bravely, being formed
in a straight line with a second line of squares. The
Cuban horsemen caused great havoc in the squares.
Gene!'al Luque was shot through the right leg: two
majors, several officers and about two hundred were
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killed aud au equal nnmber wounded. The Cuban loss
was about sixty two. Afterwards, followed the victories
of Candelaria and Rio Houdo.

On the 10th of Februal'y another important engage
ment occurred in Nueva Empresa, neal' Candelaria.
Maceo. intrenched in an advantageous position, was
waiting for the troops under General Cornell. The
fight lasterl three hours, lind at times was desperate.
The Cubau lusses were" six, counting allloug them Gen
eral Maceo's bugler, who died heroically, pierced by
bayonets. struggling against a group of Spanish sol
dier!!. On the Government sirle, the losses were con
siderable, General Comell being wounded in the breast.
Just about this time, in Palo Prieto, province of Las
Villas. a glorious victory for the Cuban arms was ob·
tained by General Serafin Sauchez, after five hours of
stl'llggle; the Spauiards lost two hundt'ed aud thirty
five men; the Cubans sixty-four.

General Maceo entered the "province of Havana on
the 12th, completely destroying the military combina
tions oC General Marin, without firing a single shot,
the Cubans crossed the terrible wall. Man)' skirmishes
took place, until the 18th, when General Maceo, llesir
ous oC striking a blow at the prestige of Weyler, re
solved to attack the City of Jaruco. One after anothl'r
the different garrisons of the place fell into the hands
of the Cubans.

The Guadalajara battalion of Spanish regulars, as
sisted the local volunteers, in the defeuce of the cit)'.
Maceo entered the city at the head of Cl'om three to
four thousand men, after having encountered tllf'
Guadalajiul\ companies this side of the tOW1I, at sevell
o'clock in the eve1ling.



,

586 WEYLl.:R 8UCCIruDS CAMPOS.

The Spanish companies waue a stout resistance, but
they were fighting against heavy odds. They managed
to kill one of Maceo's men and captured oue wounded
insurgent, besides several horses. The Spanish troops
106t one volunteer, who was killed, and six men of the
Guadalajara battalion were wounded.

The small Spanish garrison was finally forced back
into the city, but between eight and nine o'clock are·
inforcement of cavalry and artillery arrived, having
been hurriedly started east from Havana. The artillery
opened fire, throwing shells toward Maceo's troopers.

Maceo then fell back into the city and began to burn
houses right and left. The volunteers, who had reo
treated illto the town ahead of him, kept up a desultory
fire from several houses. The light of the burning
town could be seen for many miles. Eighty rifles and two
thousand rounds of ammunition were captured. At
the same time, a traill with reinforcements was compelled
to retu1'O. General Maceo, met, the day after, General
Gomez, who took position at the vanguard near the
sugar plantation of Moralito. They opened fire on the
strong column of the enemy, which was fought for half
an hour by the General·in·Chief. Geuerall\faceo came
galloping to his aid with cavalry of the East, and the
brigades under Zayas and Bermudez, charging then}
immediately. The battle lasted two hours, with grent
vim on the part of the Cuban horsemen. By the line
of fire of the enemy, it was judged that there were two
Spanish columns. An hour afterwards, the battle was
renewed, a league distant from the first encounter.
The enemy's columns did not ad vance.

The Cubans continued east. On the 20th, was the
skirmish at El Gato, iu which the Spanish were worsted.
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The enemy, when it entered the plantation El Guto,
gave itself up to all kinds of outrages, asoassinatillg
the owTler alld his family, and several peaceful people.

The Cuban army spent the next few days in march
ing thruugh the provinces of Havana and Matanzas.
Geneml WeJler announced that the Cuban forces were
demoralized, aud in bad plight were marchillg toward
the east, giving out a proclamation, the" Te Deum "
alune failing to solemnize his imaginary victories. Ac
cording to official reports, General Gomez was fleeing
through the forests of the Siguanea; Maceo also, with
small forces, was following the same steps. Of the
furces that had been in the province of Pinar del Rio,
the Government said, only small fleeing bands were
left, avoiding meeting the loyal Spanish troops. But
this was all false. General Gomez was diverting the
attention of the enemy by a movement toward Colon,
while General Maceo remained in CoHseo, where the
military combination of General Martinez Campos
failed, 011 the 23d of December, 1895. On the first an·
uiversary of the revolution, not a shot was heard.

On the 25th of February, a fierce battle took place at
.. La Perla," the Cuban calvary reaching to within ten
metres of the Spanish square; for two hours the fight.
ing weut on, being renewed in the afternoon in the
hills of Guamucaro. The town of Santa Cruz, situated
on the northern coast, was captured four days after. The
ganison uf thirty men surrelldered, and afterward were
set at liberty. Thil'ty rifles aud one thousand six hun
dred rounds of ammuuition, fell into the hands of the
patriots. The Spanish General Prats, coming up after
the engagement, burned all the huts of the neighbor·
hood, and the peaceful dwellers were assassinated.
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IJetters from Spauish soldiers, taken some days after
from thc enemy's correspondence, related the details of
these atrocities, and contained statements like this:
'. That the epoch of tolerance had euded ; tmd that allY
one found in the country has his head cut oft'." It
was these horrible abuses, and those of PUlIta Brava
And Guatao, which will be described in another chapter,
that caused General Maceo to write the following de
nunciatory letter to Weyler:

'GEN. VALERIANO WEYr,ER, HAVANA:
•• Iu spite of all that the press has publi8hed about

vou, I have never been willing to believe it, aIHI to hase
my judgment of your conduct on its statements; I
thought it impossible for a soldier holding your high
Tank, to commit so many atrocities and crimes, which dis
honor any man of dignity. The accusations seem to
me rather to be made in bad faith, or to be the utter·
ances of personal enmity, and I expected that you
would take care to give the lie in due form to your de·
tractors, rising to the height required of gentlemen,
and saving yOllfself from any imputation of that kind,
by merely adopting iu the treatment of the wounded,
amI of prisoners of war, the generous course that has
beeu pursued from the beginning, by tLe revolutionists,
toward the Spanish wounded and prisollers.

.. But unfortunately, Spanish domination must al.
ways be accompanied by infamy, and although the
errors and wrong acts of the last war, seemed to he
corrected at the beginning of this one, to.dRy it has
become manifest, that it was only by closing our e}'es
to invariable personal antecedents, and illconigible
traditional arbitrariness, that we could have imagined
Spain would forget forever, IH~r fatal chlll'actel'iRti<' of
ferocity toward the defenceless, and of ass:lssination
with impunity. .

.. But we cannot help believing evidence; ill my
llIarch, dul'ing tlJe period uf tLis campaign, I :lee with



WEYLER SUCCEEDS CAMPOS. 539

alarm, with horror, how the wretched reputation you
enjoy, is confirmed, and how the deeds that disclm;e
your barbarous irritation are repeated. What! must
even the peaceful inhabitants, (I say nothing of the
wounded and prisoners of war) be sacrificed to the
rage, that gave the Duke of Alba his name and fame?
Is it thus that Spain, through you, returus the clemency
Hnd kindness with which we, the redeemers of this
suffering people, have exercised in like cil'cumstances?
What a reproach for yourself aud for Spain! The
license to burn the huts, assassinatiolJs like those at
Nueva. Paz, and the villa El Gato, cOlUmitted by
Spanish columns, in particular those of Colonels
Molina and Vicuna, proclaim you guilty before all
humankind j your name will be forever infamous, here
and far from here, and remembered with disgust and
horror!

•• Out of humanity, yielding to the honorable and
generous impulses which are identified with both the
spirit and the tendency of the revolution, I shall never
nse reprisals that would be unworthy of the reputation
and the power of the liberating army of Cuba. But I,
nevertheless, foresee. that such abOIlIinable conduct on
your part and on that of your Illen will arouse at no
distant time, private vengeances to which they will fall
victims, without my being able to prevent it, even
though J should punish hundreds of inlJocent persons.

.. }1'or this last reason, since war should only touch
combatants, and it is inhuman to make others suffer
from its consequences, I invite you to retrace your
steps, if you admit your guilt, 01' to repress these
crimes with a heavy hand, if they were committed
without vour consent. At all events. tflke care thatno
drop of "blood be shed ontsirle of the battlefield j be
merciful to the mnuy unfortl1liate peaceful citizens.
III so doing you will imitate in houorable emulation,
our conduct and our proceedillgs.

.. Yours,
.. A. MACEO."
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Durillg the first week of March, Genel'al Maceo
retu1'IleJ to the province of Havana, in spite of llumer
ous forces under Generals Aldecoa and Linares, who
could not check him. The Lieutenant-General made a
junction with General Lacret, at Diana, and togethel'
returned to Matanzas, where at Galeon, they met on
the very day appointed beforehand, the General-in
Chief and General Quintin Bandera at the head of the
infantry of the east. The troops were enthusiastically
reviewed 011 the 10th of March early in the morning.
On the same day, the General-in-Chief, with his escort
and some cavalry, countermarched toward the centre of
Matanzas; the infantry of the East remaining with
Maceo, for a second invasion of Pinar del Rio.

This new invasion was due to the proclamation of
Geueral Weyler, which declared, that there remaining
only small hands in the provinces of Havana and Pinar
del Rio, he considered those terlitories as pacified; that
the insurgents captured-belonging to thalle groups
should be treated as bandits and "incendiaries, and that
the owners of sugar plantations should commence
grinding in a few dayll.

In order to counteract these assertions, made for the
express purpose of influencing the action of both
Houses at Washington, and to show how far fl'olD the
truth were the statements of the Spanish Captain.Gen
eral, the Cuban leader again determined to enter the
so-called trap of the Government. The subsequent
destruction of property, if due to anJbody, is due to
General Weyler, and to the firm determination of the
Cubans, to carry out the circular order dated at M.i
Rosa, the Headquarters of the Liberating Army, OD

January 10, 1896, which is as follows:
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" Inasmuoh 8S the work of grinding sugar is now sus
pended in the western districts, and as, consequently.
the bnrning of the cane fields is no longer necessary, I
hereby order as follows:

"Article 1. The lllll'lling of calle fields is positively
and aUlwlutely prohiuited,

" Article 2. AllY persoll, whatever his rank or pOSi
tion in the army, who disobey8 this order. shall be
treated with the utmost ~everity of military discipline,
and of the moral order of the revolution.

.. Article 3. The boiling houses and machinery of
8ugar estate8 shall 'Je destroyed, in case their OWlIel'S or
manngers shall attempt to l'el>Ume work, notwithstand
ing thi~ oreler for the protection of property.

.. Article 4. The persons and agricultural property of
all pellcenble inhabitants of the island of Cuba, what
ever their nationality, shall be ioespected.

,. The General-in-Chief,
.. M. GOMEZ."

General Maceo now rushed straight across the Havana
province, swerving here and there, only to dodge tile
Spani8h column. The feeble resistance encountered,
barely checked the impetuous advance of the Cuban
forces. On the 18th of March, after leaving Generals
Lacret and Zayast who countermarched to their re
spective territories, the invading arlll)' ad,'anced toward
Batabano, which was attacked at about eight P. 1\1.;
three columns went into the very heart of the cit,}",
and one as far as the beach, which was shelled by tIle
Spanish gunboats in the Ilal'bor. The Cubans destroyed
everything in their path; the cavalry placed on the
railroad, preventing the Spanish from being relieved,
At midnight, almost all Batabano was buming, and tile
patriots retired with fifty rifles, much provision, and
many cartridge~ captured from the euemy, besides. all

8t
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the infantry were clothed. After meeting General
Diaz at Alquizar, they passed the" trocl,a" by Majana ;
aud subsequendy engagements took place at .. Neptuno,"
.. Esponda," and "Galope."

On the 17th, three Spauish battalions, under com
mand of Colonel Suarez Inclan, encountered the Cuban
forces near Candelaria. Colonel Inclan had a formida
ble artillery force. General Maceo opened the attack,
completely encircling the Spanish column, and not
withstanding the fact that the enemy brought his artil·
lery into play, the Cubans repeatedly charged with the
machete. General Maceo, placing himself at the head
of the infantry, rushed to the seat of battle, followed
by his escort and by a squadl'On of the East. General
Miro, the Chief of Staff, overpowered the enemy on one
of the flanks, while Maceo broke its front. The Spanish
column became disorganized, Colonel Inclan pushing
toward Candelaria, after two hours of hard fighting.
General Maceo tried to push him to the left, so that
t.he Spaniards would oe cut down by the Cuban cavalry,
ovhich he had placed at a convenient point; but the
orders given were misinterpreted by his Aid-de-Camp,
and the Spaniards found the road clear to Candelaria.
To this they owe their salvation; the cannon escaped
because of a wire feuce, but many mules and horses
laden with arms, ammunition and grenades were taken.
The Spanish los8 was very great.
. In the battle of Cayajab08, on the 18th, the Govern

ment had three hundred killed and wounded; the
Cubans were behind walls which served them 88

works.
The military accident of the 14th W88 of dire conse·

quence to the loyal troops. It grew out of a misunder-
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otalldillg of the reply to a challenge all(l resulted in the
killing and wounding of many Spanish soldiers. A
small band of Cubans had set fire to the cane and build
ings, on a sugar estate near l\larianao, province of
Havana. The smoke attracted the attention of two
columns of Spanish troops, WllO were advancing in
search of the Cubans. The column which first arrivell
on the estate, entrenched themselves as a precaution
against any sudden attack from the insurgents, who
were supposed to be uear. The second column, con
sistillg of the San Quintin Battalion, arrived on the
scelle after dark. As they approached the elltrench·
meuta of the first column they were hailed by the usual
.. Alerta ! .. from a picket, and responded by calling out
the name of their battalion-Sall Quintin. The picket,
cunfused by the sutlden appearance of the column, mis·
understood the reply, taking it from the similarity of
sound to be Quilltin Bandera, the name of one of the
patriot leaders. He at once concluded that the in
surgents were moving to attack the column to which
he belonged, and, without further parley, discharged
his piece and fell back to the entrenchments, where
the report of his rifle had caused all the troops to seize
their arms, and prepare to repel an attack. The second
columll had in the meantime continued to advance,
supposing that they had come upon the Cubans, for
whom they were looking. They'had not gone far, be
fore the first column poured a volley into their ranks.
The second column returned the fire, and then, in reo
Bl'onse to an order, fixed their bayonets and rushed
forward to take the entrencluuents by storm. As tlley
went over the tmtrenchments, the first column poured
II.1I0ther volley iuto them, and then when the troops
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came into close quarters it was discovered, from the
uniforms, that a fatal blunder had been made.

Ou the 1st of April, the military situation could be
summed up as follows: The Cuban army had com
pletely foiled the plans of the Spanitlh General. Gen
eral Antonio :Maceo using rigorous measures, had
stopped all the sugar gl'indiug which had commenced
in the province of Pinal' del Rio, which was overrun
from one end to the other b.y Cuban forcell uuder
Bandera, Miro, Socarras, Delgado aud Sotomayor, and
General WeyleI' strengthened his military trocha be·
tween Maliel and .Majana-the shol'te!5t distance be
tween the northern and southern coast of the islaud,
covering the twenty-one miles with forts, trenches 8ud
eal,thworn, and concentrating nearly fifty thousand
men on that liue, in the expectation that General
Maceo would try to cross it, and would be caught in
its meshes. General Maceo, at about teu miles to the
west of the trocha, said that when he got ready, and
when it was oonveuient for his plaus, he would cross it
without any molestation or serious 101S8. Iu the
province of Havana, the Cuban commands, under
Generals Aguirre, Diaz, Collazo, and all the subor
dinate chiefs, occupied the province, being within a few
leagues of the capital, and prevented railway traius
fl'om running to auy considerable distunce. The sum
mary execution of a sugar planter, who pe"rsisted in
disobeying the orders of the Republic, was of salutary
effect, and no plantation afterward attempted to make
the harvest.

The same thing may Le said of the province c f
Matanzas, where Genel'al Lacret and his suLordinllot~

Aruieva, Cardenas, and Roque raided the villages UI:U



townt;, alld had ausolute vossessiou of the iutel"ior.
General Gomez, who separated from Maceo at .. El
Galeon" marched eastward to Sallta Clara, where'the
Cubans attacked alit! elltel'cd tIle capital of that prov
ince, on the morning of the 24th of March, under
Leoncio Vidal, while the Geueral·in·Chief was' eu)
camped withill a few leagues of the city. Another
fatal mistake was committed by the Spaniards, although
it was attributed to a trick of General Gomez. It is
tlaid, that illstead of fighting the Svanish himself, he
camped between a column under command of Colonel
1I0lguill on one side, and General Godoy on the other.
Theil he sent word first t.P Holguin, then to Godoy,
that he was there. Th~se officers immediately got
their respective commands under way, with the inten
tion of giving the Cuuans a lesson. While each was
marching to the attack, Gomez, with his forces, quietly
slipped away to the southeast. Holguin was the first
to get to the late camp of the patriots, and just as he
was luoking around for the enemy, General Gudoy
came up with his columns, opening a furious fire ou
Colonel Holguin's commalld, who promptly returned.
it; thus, these two forces fought for about twenty min·l
ntes before they discovered their mistake; then they
(tropped. their gUliS, and threw themselves into each
other's arms, crying like children; while Gomez, then
on his way to Sancti Spiritus, was enjoying his clever
piece of strategy. In this action there were about one
hundred and fifty men killed and wounded on both
sides. Generals Sanhcez, Zayas, Perez, Nuiiez, Rego
and other acth-e officers of the Cuban army, controlled
this province, and were preparing for a westward ad
vance to support the other corps in the most wes~rn
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districts. In Puerto Principe, General Rodliguez, aud
afterward General Suarez, who succeeded him, had
little to do, as the Spanish forces did not dare to leave
the few towns in their possession. In the province of

\Santiago de Cuba, Generals Rabi, Jose Maceo, Cebreco,
and Colonels Sanchez, Echeverria, Estrada, uud Rueues,
wel'e holding their own successfully, and \IIenaciug the
few garrisoned seaports. In a word, the Cubans con
trolled more than three-fourths of the island, with an
army consisting of over sixty thousand men, more than
half of whom were well armed and equiPved.



CHAPTER XL.

FILIBUSTERING EXPEDITIONS.

THE effectiveness of the Cuban army was greatly in
creased after the beginning of the second year of the
war, by the landing of several large cargoes of arlll~

and ammunition, besides veteran leaders. In the
pt'ovince of Pinal' del Rio, frequent arrivals of war
material reached tile thousalld~ of men still unarmed in
that province. Geueral Enriq ue Callazo, after many
attempts to reach the island, finally arrived neal'
Cardenas, in tile middle of March, with Brigadiero

General Vazquez, and about sixty young men of the
best families of the i~land. He took a large cargo, a
great part of which he saved. From la Coronela,
Cardenas, under date of April 3, he wrote this most in
teresting letter, which we copy entirely, as it gives a

- l1Iost faithful description of the status of the Cllban
Hevolution and an eloquent story of his lauding:

.. I Jlave been more than agreeably surprised since
my arrival here; no olle outside of the island clln
iniagine the magnitude or power of the revolutiou.
The power of the Spanish Governmeut does not ex
tend beyond the ground that their soldiet's OCCUP)', aud
that only while occupied, and, therefore, they live well
entrenched in the cities they inhabit.

.• Not an estate grillds without our perllliS8ion. Even
•.Porfugalefe,' belonging to Don Manuel Calvo (the
cllief supporter of the Spanish Government in Cuba),

(549)
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has, nicely framed and bung up over the entrance to
the estate, Maximo Gomez's order for its protection.

.. Since my arrival here, I have seen many Spaniards
that live out iu the country i they are respected by our
forces. They are bound to work, 80 as not to die of
hunger, and as they callnot make a living in the towns,
are bound to work in their fields. We respect them,
and do not interfere with them, and yet every now aud
then they fall victims to Weyler's companions, whose
couduct is all the more vile and infamous, because it is
so hJ'pocritical. He protests publicly against these
outrages, but his private orders are to the contrary.

.. The.v call us incendiaries, and yet they burn every·
thing they come across, where they know that the poor
owners have not the means of letting the outside
world know what is going on. The greater part of the
killed that they report, consist of the 'pacifico.,' who
live in the country by the permission of the Spanish, in
order to gain their living, and not starve in the cities.
These are the victims, and these are the ones who go
to fill up the number of their so-called' killed in battle.'

" The wake of the Spanish troops can be followed by
burnt remains of all the small huts, and the destruction
of every farm, or bit of land that is under cultivation.
Every horse, or animal that they come acr088 is killed,
so as to prevent us from utilizing them.

.. I will now take up the history of our landing. I
gave Pedro Vasquez orders to go ashore with six men,
to reconnoitre and find out exactly where we were.
While be was gone, the other boats were lowered and
loaded. Vasquez had not returned, and, judging from
his silence that everything was all right, the other
boats, with forty men, were sent ashore. Our pilo;
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had illlStructions to take us to a given point, and we
were allchored, as he said, at that place. Some time
havillg passed, and none of the boats returning for the
balance of tile cargo, and no signs being made, I was
getting quite anxious, for, with forty men ashore alld
four boats, I ought to have had some information.
About tllat time, one of the boys returned in a boat,
sa~'ing they were completely worn out buffeting with
the wavelS; that the coast, although a sand beach, was
unapproachable without great rkk, for the waves were
very high, and breaking heavily, to such an extent that
the three large boats, as soon as they touched the beach,
had been capsized. It was impossible to get them oft
again, and they were soon beaten to pieces. He also
brought the startling information, that they had landed
at a small town, that he thought was Varadero, and
about sixty yards from a Spanish fort.

"My feelings cannot be described. All my carefully
studied plans, so well executed, so ably seconded by
my friends, and all to be lost at the very brink of suc
cess, through a mistake of our pilot, a mistake that
very probably would cost us all our lives.

"At first I tho'ught of bringing back the men, and
returning the next day to land the balance, but I im
mediately gave up the thought, it being utterly im·
possible. Our large boats were wrecked on tIle beach,
and the men could not be quickly brought back. The
other alternative was to take the balance of the men
ashore. join my men and together run the chance of life
and death. It was impossible for me to abandon them
in their perilous position.

.. Upon my reaching the beach, I found them fighting
with the waves, and landing everything from the cap-
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sized Loats. A large trench was dug, and everything
was buried in the sand. We then prepared to march
inlnnd, for we were ill It vcry dangerous positiou, as we
were upon a nal'l'OW tongue of laud with only one exit,
and that very difficult. Fortunately 1\lenoc81 knew the
place and acted as a guide, but we had hardly advanced
forty paces; wlleu two shots were fired at us from one
of the houses. The few that were in the front returned
the fire, and then fell back on the main body. I then
left Pedro Vasquez in charge of the men, and went
with six men to reconnoitre, feariug that those shots
might mean all ambuscade, but found that such was not
the case. No more shots were fired, and by daybreak
we were out of our narrow prison.

"Before 8 o'clock that moming we met the Cuban
forces uuder Lieutenant-Colonel Cepero, Commallder
Miqlleliui and Captain Tavio; they had heard of (lur
lalHling, and with the utmost rapidity had marched to
our assistance.

"The Spaniards waited until daybreak before they
left the fort, and when we returued, they were digging
up and loading an ox wagon and mule cart with the
arms and ammunition. They were immediatel)' at
tacked and we recovered everything. We then at
tacked the fort, and were fighting for some time; the first
to hit the target was Candido Crespo, and he captured
the rifle and hat of the soldier he killed.

"That same evening, we started on our march in
land, and before dusk fell in with Lacret, who was
coming to meet me. There are about 12,000 Cubans
ill the field in this district, 4,000 of whom are mounted.
This mounted division is in three brigades, one IIndt'l"

Colonel Pepe Roque, one under Eduardo Garcia, nlld
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Brigadier Pedro Vasquez has been put in command of
the third.

" It is difficult to state exactly the number of men in
this vicinity, but from the data I have, and that I am
certain is not exaggerated, Matanzas provillce has 10,
000 mell, 12,000 ill the provillce of Havana, and 17,000
ill Vuelta Abajo (province of Pinal' del Rio), a total of
39,000 mell. In Las Villas, Camaguey and Orientf
there are many more."

The most daring, and pel'haps the most successful
venture of this kind, was the olle which occurred sim·
ultaneously with the above. It was uuder the general
supervil;ionof Brigadier Emilio Nuiie2., but nllder the
immediate command of Major Braulio Pena, a brave
and able officer of the last war. With but eight men,
amongwholll wall the famous O:,goodof the Pennsylvania
football team, Pei'ia landed in Puerto Principe, nearly four
hundl'ed J'ifles, one·llalf a million rounds of ammunition, a
two pounder Hotchkiss alld a vast quantity of munitions
of war, at two in the afternoon, unmolested by any Span
ish cruiser. Everything on board of the steamer which
took the stout·hearted crew, was saved and was placed
in the hands of those men, who when they rose, had
only the few cartridges that Caridad Aguero, a woman
who recalls Spartan valor by her deeds, had brought in
her trunks, after the uprising, at the peril of her life.

But the great blow to the blockading fleet,-which
during the year hl\ll lost the Sanchez Barcaiztegui at
the harbor of Havana, with Admiml Parejo, officers and
crew abonrd, and shortly after the Cristobal Colon on
the Colorado reefs, watching for filibustel's,--was the
landing in Cuba, of the distinguished veteran, Major
General Calixto Garcia.
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As soon as the old warrior heard of this revolution,
he placed himself at the orders of Marti. Hill health,
and the vigilance of the Spanish authorities in Madrid,
did not pel'mit him to reach New York until some
months after the uprising, As soon as he arrived, he
asked the Cuban Revolutionary Party to send him to
the island. His first attempt was on the unfortunate
Hawkins which the Spaniards scuttled, not stopping at
the murder of ten men, who were drowned, in order to
prevent General Garcia from landing on Cuban soil.
Geueral Weyler knew what the powers of the able
tactician was capable of, and the affectionate hold
which he still has on his fellow citizens in the Eastern
Department. Every precaution was taken on sea, by
the cruisers and gunboats, and in the United States, by
the Spanish Minister and his paid detectives, to thwart
the plans of the Cubans. But, as with the other expe·
ditions, the patriots finally triumphed, although after
unnecessary expense and hardship, due to certain in·
terpretations of the neutrality laws. The Spaniards
were hardly celebrating their criminal victory of the
disaster of the Hawkins, and proclaiming that with it,
the resources of the Cubans bad been exhausted, Rnd
that for the time being no cargo of arms and ammuni
tion, nor General Garcia could be sent to the island,
when the Spanish Minister was nervously going up the
steps of the State Department, of which he has become
a permanent fixture, asking that the English steamer
Bermuda, off Liberty Island, should be detained. It
seemed as if Spain believes that the Federal anthorities
and the United States Revenue cutters, should do
their police duty. The Spllni8h Legation was elated to
know, that on the 24th of Fcbruary, the vessel in ques·
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tion had been detained until the authorities were satis
fied, that the plans of the supposed expedition had
been frustrated. The arms and ammunition were
seized, and General Calixto Garcia, Benjamin J. Guerra,
Captain Samuel Hughes, Captain John D. Hart, Captain
John Barbazon and Bernardo Bueno were held for trial,
for violation of the neutrality laws. They were tried
on the 6th of April before Judge Brown and were ac
quitted on the 10th, after the jury was out only ten
minutes. As he did not appear, General Calixto Gar
cia's bail of $2,500, was forfeited. He was in Cuba,
and on the vel'y day of the decision, the following
letter was received by the Cuban Delegation, and pub.
lished in the American Press:

"To the people of the United States of America:
.. I am well aware of the obligation under wlJich I

am to present myself for trial for my alleged violations
of the laws of your country. I have not remained to
take the consequences of my act, simply because I be
lieve I have a higher duty to fulfil as soldier and as a
Cuban. Having struggled for the independence of my

:couutry ten years, anu afterwards upheld the idea for
which we then fought, I consider it the highest and
most sacred of my duties to combat, shed my blood,
and if it be necessary to die, in order to obtain the in
dependence of my country.

.. I am sure that if I fall, my death will expiate be
fore JQur eyes, whatever offence for which I should be
trieu there j if I survive, I give you my word as a man
and soldier, that I will return to your country, and will
willingly submit to the results of your laws.

.. My conscience tells me that in proceeding thus, I
will satisfy the laws of justice, and that the citizens of
the United States will so judge my conduct.

(Signed,) .. CALlXTO GARCIA."
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Mr. DupuJ' de Lome aud his hirelings could not pre·
vent the General from leaving the United States on the
15th of March. Brigadier Emilio Nuiiez was too cun·
ning for the Spauiards; by a happy combination, on the
25th, General Calixto Garcia, Geueral Avelino Rosas,
a well·known military leader of Colombia; Col. Jose
Rodriguez, and ninety men of the most aristocratio
families of the island, lalllled 011 the Eastern coast of
Cuba, at the same time that the largest cargo of war
material that has ever entered the island, consisting of
thousands of rifles, a million cartridges, cannons and
accoutrements, was safely delivered iuto the hands, of
the thousands of patriots who were anxiously waiting.
The third aim of Weyler was frustrated, and the Cuban
army received not only a valuable contingent of ex
perienced chiefs, but the nece!'sary means with which
to keep up the struggle for many montba.



CHAPTER XLI.

SPANISH CRUELTIES.

No sketch of the Cuban Revolution would be com·
plete, without, at least a succinct account, of the cruelty
and desperation with which Spain carried on the
war against the patriots. The Government opened
all the prisons of Cuba, and Spain, and oflered freedom
to the convicts, on condition of their taking up arms
against Cuba. Shiploads of these criminals, and all
grades of low outcasts were sent to the island, not
only from Spain, but also from Central aud South
American republics, to enlist in the Spanish forces, as
guerillas and irregular troops.

Among these.criminals was the famous Lolo Benitez,
recently killed, who with the title of Lieutenant-Colonel,
committed all sorts of vile outrages on defenceless men,
women and children, both native and Spanish; his fol
lowers were all of the very lowest criminals, turned
loose to prey upon the country. We have already
touched on the conduct of the Spanish soldiers toward
the Cuban hospitals. The Spanish Government, anx~
ious that no knowledge of their actions should reach
the civilized world, refused the Red Cross Society
permission to establish a service on the island, for the
benefit of the sick and wounded of both sides.

Late in the month of August the insurgent leader
Jesus Rabi, captured the town of Baire, surprising the
garrison. Forty-six of the Spanish soldiers joined the

(057)
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insurgents of theil' own free will. The others preferred
the liuerty which was offered to them, after their arms
had ueen taken. The Cubans had not been in posses·
sion of the town 101lg, however, when a body of Span
ish troops under Major Garrido, known on account of
his cruelty, as Valmaceda, one of the greatest tyrants
that ever ruled the island. appeared, having been sum
moned to reiuforce the garrison.

The)' succeeded in driving out the Cubans and were
so enrage1l at the sight of the dead and wounded, they
saw on the ground about them, that they began a
slaughter rivaling the Port Arthur massacre. The
Spanish bntchered all who happened in their way, not
even sparing inoffensive citizens attempting to flee.
Patricio Garriche, a leading citizen, who was at wOl'k
at the time, was killed. Senora Vera was compelled to
look on while the soldiers butchered her six-year-old
daughter Juanita, after which they ended the mother's
frenzied grief by puttillg a bullet through her brain.
The house of Sei'lora Alejandrina Ribot, a widow, was
visiletl and $1,000 in American gold was stolen. Major
Garrido said he took the money, because it was being

I kept by the widow for the insurgents, to be used for
purchasing arms and ammunition. The unfortunate
woman was killed by bayonet thrusts for remOl1strat
ing. Senorita Dolores Medero, a young girl, was
hanged and a placard pinned to her dress, reading,
.. Death to sympathizers with insurgents." She was
believed to be betrothed to a young Cuban insurgent
officer, aud for that reason was made a victim of Spiluish
cruelty. A Frenchman named Lanet was villited by
the maddened troops, who destroyed his estates valued
at $500,000, but spared his life.





TilE: PRADO AND THE: FOUNTAIN OF INDIA. HAYAll'A.

FORT ST. JOSBPH. BETWBEN MANZANILLO AND ~Y~O k



SPANISH CRUELTIES. 661

The difference between the Chinese Port Arthur and
the Cuban Port Arthur is that the Japanese soldiers.
inflamed by the sight of their slain countrymen, could
not be held back by their officers, whereas the Spanish
troops were urged on by their commander, who is saill
to have distinguished himself above all his men, for
barbarity. That was the recompense of the Spaniarus,
for the magn811imous treatment accorded to their pris
oners by the Cubans, of which the following is an in
stance given b.y an American correspondent, who can
not be accused of partiality:

He said: "On one occasion, twenty-six Spanish sol
diers were captured in a small engagement near Sagua.
They were placed in line in front of the headquarters
of General Maceo, and when the chief stepped up in
front of them they expected instant death. They had
been told various stories of cruelty by their officers,
and the limbs of everyone, with t1le exception of a
veteran surgeon, trembled with fear. • Well, there is
one of two things for )'ou fellows to do,' said General
Maceo; • you can either stay here, or go back to your
own people. Now, which do you want to do?' They
were struck dumb with astonishment, alld several tried
to kiss the hand of their preserver. They held a con
sultation among themselves, and finally it was decided
that the surgeon and fifteen of the soldiers, would re
turn to their own forces. The remaining eleven de
cided to join the forces of the rebels, and General
Maceo paroled these men, after writing a letter explain
ing to the Spanish commander the bravery of bis men,
and how they had been compelled to surrender. He
then sent them back rejoicing, accompanied by an
Armed escort, carrying a flag of truce."

82
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In another defeat that the Spall ish suffered at the
banus of Colonel Alfredo Hego, at the sugar estate of
.. Cantabria," district of Cieu fuegos, the illsurgents took
sixteell soldiers prisoners, two of them badly wouwled.
Colonel Rego bad the wounded ·soldiers treated, alld t hell
sent a communication to the nearest Spanish officcl',
asking that a detachment of soldiers be seut to reo
ceive the prisonel's. Thi:l was accepted by the Govern·
ment officer, who wrote in answer the following letter:

"ARMY HEADQUARTERS AT CUMANAYAGUA.
"Mr. Alfredo Rego:

"My DEAR SIR:
.. I· had the pleasure to receive your

polite no.te. I see by it the gellerosity of your heart,
and I thank you in the name of my superior officers, to
whom I will communicate your humanitaria.n act.

"I send the committee desired, to bring back the
prisoners. It takes this letter to JOU. and is composed
of Benito Mesa and Telesforo Ramil'ez. I beg you to
give them the necessary aid, promisiug you that your
men will be respected by this garri:lon.

"Yours truly,
(Signed) "JosE BRETONES, Lieutenant."

But such acts in conformity to the following circula.r,
have not been imitated by the Spaniards.

The noble spirit of the revolution can be judged by
this order:

"GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBER
ATION,

.. CAMAGUEY, August 1, 1895.
"In order to esta.blish in a clear and preci!~e mlllJlI('l'

the mode of procedure toward the cbiefs. ofIit-ers Rill!

soldiers of the monarchy captured in aetioll or opera
tions, and toward those who voluntarily surrender to
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I

l

our colulllns or authorities, I have deemed it convenient
to ordet' as follows:

"Article 1. Ail prisoners captured in action, or by
the troops of the Hf'public. will he immediately relea~ed

I\nd returned to tlleir ranks, ulIless they volunteer to
join tile al'lIIy of liberation. The abandoned wounded
\Vill be gathered and attenJed to with all care, and till.'
unburiecl deud interred. .

.. Article 2. All persons who shall be arrested.
tharged with committing the misdemeanors in the cil'
~ular of July 1, by violatiug or disregarding the said
order, will be summarily proceeded against.

" Article 3. Those of the pl'isoners who are chiefs or
officers of the army of the monarchy, will be respected
And considered according to their rank and treated ac
cording to the valor with which they may have resisted,
.and will all be returned to their ranks if they so desire.

"Article 4. Those who volunteer to join the ranks
of the Republicans, and appear before our columns and
.authorities, will have their option in the mode of serv
ing the cause of the Republic, either in arms, or by
more pealeful occupations, civil or agricultural pur
.mits.

"I communicate this to you for your instruction and
10: your rigid eompliance. Country and liberty,

.. MAXIMO GOMEZ,
" General-in-Chief."

On the othfll' hand, all the Cuban prisoners were exe
..uted and as an _\merican said:

"There is supposed to be a general understanding
Among commanders of Spanish columns, that 110 pris
.:>ners are to be tabn in engagements in the field. An
Cuban patriots who fall into the hands of the troops,
through being wounded or from other cause, are likely
to be shot at once, and connted with the number killed
in hattIe."

Two days after th..J tJngagement of General Linares



664 SPANISH CRUELTIES.

and the Cuban leader Rabi, in Descanso del Muerto, an
officer of the column of General LiJ;lares took as pri&
oners, four peaceful citizens whom he met near the
sugar estate of Hatillo, and then uotified the General

!of theil' arrest. The General, angered by the defeat he
had received in his encounter with Rabi, ordered the
men to be shot immediately. Three of them were shot.
The other, who is the uncle of a well-known lawyer in
the city of Santiago, escaped because ·he screamed so
loud that he attracted the attention of Lieutenant-Col
ouel Tejeda, who was acquainted with him. and assured
the General that the prisoner was a peaceful man.

An ele"en-~'ear-oldboy whom the Spaniards captured
on November 19th, having been wounded on the road
leading to Cartagena, shortly after the engagement with
Auiceto Hernandez's band, was tried at MatanzRs by
court-martial on the 12th and sentenced to life impris
onment and perpetual chains.

Early in November, while General Lacret was invad
ing the province of Matanzas, the Spaniards under
Colonel Molina attempted to stop his march. Au en·
gagement took place at Cayo Espino in which the gOY
emment troops were worsted. Colonel Molina, enraged,
entered the saw mills there, belonging to two Spaniards
nallled Gonzalez. The families who inhabited the mills,
touk refuge in a deposit of sawdust. Thel'e they
thought they would be free from Spanish bullets. The
Spanish soldiers followed them and shot iuto these in·
nocent people under the pretext tllat they were insur
gents in arms. When the Spanish had finished their
outche1'y, there were thirty bodies in the pile of saw
dust, among them several women and children. Colo·
uel Molina was not even reprimanded.
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The massacres at the towns of Punta Brava and
Guatao, twelve miles from the capital, were some of the
most disgraceful scenes of this revolution. The Cubans
were in possession of the town, when a Spanish column
appeared. The troops found a group of Cubans at a
stone bridge on the highway, at the eastern entrance of
Punta Bravs, at four P. M., and some desultory firing
followed. No losses occurred on either side.

The Cubans retreated south along the road leading
to Guatao, a small town one mile distant, leaving the
road before arriving at the town, and scattering in all
directions.

The Spanish column kept the road and entered
Guatao, firing right and left at everything in sight. A
milkman, leaving a wagon in front of his house an
eighth of a mile outside of the town, was shot and
woullded. He ran and concealed himself in the
hOllse. Some troops left the line, broke into the house,
alld shot the man dead in his room. The people of
Guatao fled to the woods, or h~d in houses upon the ar·
rival of the troops, who fired indiscriminately.

The town contains about forty houses, many of tllem
only thatched huts. Several men were shot while I'lIlI

ning toward the woods and others in places of conceal
ment. Some were too old to run. One man, sick with
erysipelas, was killed in bed. The troops entered the
houses and shot men in the rooms. One woman, whose
husband hid in a bedroom, stood in the front door
pleading for life, but was struck by the butt of a musket
and knocked insensible. Then a soldier broke down the
door and shot her husband. One man fifty-eight
years old was killed. All were peaceable citizens.
The three brothers, Chaves, cigarmakers, working ill
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Havana, left work in that city, Saturtlay noon, and
went to GUll.tao in the afternoon to visit their mother.
One was shot dead runuing to the woods, and two
were taken prisoners.

Troops brought the .bodies of the dead from the
houses and fields, and placed them on the ground in
front of the main store. The prisoners who were
captured in houses and fields, without arms, were
piniolled and compelled to walk to Marianao. They
were bruised, all~ illtreated on the way, aud required
medical atteudauce upon their arrival. Three physi
cians of the Red Cross Sqciety went to Guatao, and
found thirteen dead, and no wounded. The bodie&
were buried in the cemetery at Guatao. Five
prisoners taken on the moruing of the fight on the out
skirts of Punta Brava, were killed in the fields, making
eighteen peaceful citizens slain. The authors were
never punished.

Not only were Cubans the victims of Spanish
brutality, but American citizens were shamefl1ll.l'
treated. They were thrown into jail for supposed con
spiracy; the American newspaper repurters were
hounded, persecuted, impril;Qned 01' expelled from the
island. In ~ome cases the Americans were threatened
with execution. The case of the Delgados wllich oc
curred in March, and for which General Melgl1izo was
promoted, was a good example of the high handed way
in which Spain carried on the war in the jnterior oC the
island. JOlle Gregorio Delgado, an American citizell,
who had a claim againllt the Spanish Govel'1lment since
the last war, for several hundred thousand dollars, was
occupying a combined sugar and cattle estate, knowlI
as .. Dolores" near Bainoa, about fifty miles frolU
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Havana. He was in the 'plantation with his son, Dr.
Jos~ Manuel Delgado, who, though born in Cuba. is
also an American citizen, and a grad uate of a New York
medical college. .

On March 4, General Antonio Maceo, with a foree of
about four thousand men, arrived near Bainoa, and
halted on the Dolores estate, which was occupied bJ'
the doctor. his father, two servants, and about fifty col.
onos (tenants), at eleven o'clock in the morning. An
hour and a half later, General Melguizo's Spanish coi·
umn came up in pursuit. Their advance guard ex
changed a few shots with Maceo's rear guard, and then
the insurgent chief and his force rode away.

Dr. Delgado, and seven colonos who were ploughing
in the fields, ran to the house for shelter from the flying
rifle balls. Meantime, the doctor's father, noticing the
approach of a Spanish captain with a detachment of
troops, rail out of the house to invoke their protection.
As he came up, the captain asked, .. What are you run
ning away for?"

The old man explained that he was 110t running
away, but was running to meet the Spanish troops.

The soldiers then accompanied him hack to his
house. As they entered the front door Dr. Delgado,
the son, followed by the colollos and three women,
who had run for refuge from the huts to the planta
tion. entered hurriedly through a back door.

Oue of the colol1os was Venancio Pino, seventy
three years old. The women were his wife, his
daughter and his daughter-in-law. The Spanish Cap
tain turned to old Mr. Delgado and demanded:

.. Who are these persons?"

.. This :s my son and these are tenants of our
estate," said the elder Del~ado.
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U I am Jose Gregorio Delgado, an American citizen,
and these papers will show it," replied the old man. He
then produoed papers of Amerioan citizenship, and a let
ter recently received from Consul-Geneml Williams,
assuring him that, Il8 an American oitizen, his horses
were exempt from levy.

Dr. Delgado, the son, also stepped forward promptly
and showed his proofs of American citizenship. The
Spanish Captain perused the papers, and said:

"These are the worst poBBible credentia.l.8 you could
have on you. It's the same old story of American citi
zenship. Come along with us, all of you."

Under guard the whole party started SCl'Ol!8 the fields
toward headquarters. Dr. Delgado protested against
the three women being arrested, and the Captain said
they could go back to the house. They did so, and the
same privilege was granted to the elder Delgado. He
graBp~d the hand of his sou, then started back to his
home, the walls of which had been chipped and splintered
here and there by rifle bullets.

His son and the colonos were conducted to the presence
of General Melguizo. Old Mr. Delgado and the women
sat trembling in the house. Then they heard the sound
of a sharp volley, followed by several scattering single
shots. ¥r. Delgado was apprehensive, and after another
half hour of suspense he ventured out cautiously. Not
far away he met Venancio Pino staggering toward the
house, covered with blood and nursing an arm that had
been shattered by a rifle ball. Delgadosaid-u But where
are the others? "

"Dead-all dead," moaned Pino. "They stood them
up, bound with ropes, and shot them to death."

DeJaado aJ.most swooned. " And my BOD," he groaned.
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CI They have not killed him? ImpoBSible I "
II Alas, he was the first to die," ea.id Pino. The fa.ther

waited no longer. He rushed out of the house in the
direction taken by the troops. A quarter of a mile away
he met Pedro Gomez and Augustin MatamOr&8, frightened
colonos, who took him to the scene of the ma.s8&cre.

There 1&y the bodies of the six slaughtered tenants, &11
dea.d, shot through and through and then sla.shed with
machetes. They were Simon Guerra, seventeen years
old i Lito Guerra, fourteen years old, brother of Simon i
Jua.n Martinez, eighteen years old i Juan de Dios Tavio,
twenty-two years old j Eduvige Tavio, twenty yea.rs old,
brother of Juan i Gregorio Pino, thirty-eight years old,
son of Venancio Pino, the old man who escaped with a
shattered arm.

Lying on a cot provided from a hut of one of the ten
ants of the estate, the father found his son, Dr. Delgado.
Above him stood two sta.lw&rt countrymen, armed to the
teeth and ready to defend the little life he had left. He
smiled as he recognized his father, and with a surgeon's
instinct he directed them to bring phenic acid and arnica,
and told them how to carry him ba.ck to his home so as
to cause his shattered body the least poBSible pain.
From Venancio Pino, and a day or two 1&ter, from his
wounded son, old Mr. Delgado lea.med what had hap
pened after the prisoners had been taken before General
Melguizo.

The Captain arraigned his .prisoners before the Gen
eral, and two soldiers tied them together with a piece ot
rope taken from one of the huts. Dr. Delgado again pro
duced his American papers and protested that he wa.s a
peaceful planter, and left his plough at the aound of the
dring by the advancing column. Melguizo laughed.
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Cl You rebels always come to us with that tale of Ameri
can citizenship," he said, "and, as for your papers, they
will not serve'you here." Melguizo, as he spoke, cuffed
the Doctor roughly on the face with the palm of his hand,
and then turning to the Captain he said, "Take them to
the rear."

A sergeant with a guard of twelve volunteers took the
prisoners in charge, the Melguizo bugler sounded the
advance and off rode the column. The eight prisoners,
tied together, were placed in a row. The twl"lve volun
teers formed a platoon in front of them, the Remington
rifles came to a level and the sergeant unflinchingly gave
the word. The rifles cracked and every man of the eight
fell. Dr. Delgado,Venacio Pino and Simon Guerra. alene
were not killed by the first fire, but one or two of the
others moved spasmodically. The volunteers then
advanced and fired at these individually.

When every one of the bodies had ceased to move, the
volunteers approached and tumed all the victims over
on their backs. One of them detected that Dr. Delgado
was still breathing.

" This fellow is not dead," he said, and drawing his
machete he raised it aloft and prepared to finish his work.
The weapon caught in a vine, and that broke the force
of the blow, and also broke the weapon. Half of it, how
ever, inflicted an ugly wound on the Doctor's head..

The day after Dr. Delgado had been taken back on a
stretcher to his home, friends told his father that the
Spaniards hearing how he had survived, and ·fearing
trouble from the fact ofhis American citizenship, intended
to come back and despatch them both.

These facts having been brought to the attention of the
American Consul, he obtained the stopping of the pro-
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ceedings which were, in progress in the Dolores planta
tion. Dr. Delgado was then removed to the Capitol, where
he slowly recovered from his wounds. The Spanish
Government, as usual, disavowed the outrage, but re
warded the General in command, and will pay, a quarter
of a century hence-if ever-an indemnity for the
attempted murder.

The jails in Cuba were filled with men bowed in years,
youths, merchants, professional men, clerks, and farm
laborers, of all colors, gathered in and thrown together
with little or no evidence of having aided or taken part
in the insurrection. Every steamer that departed for
Spain carried banished Cubans to the unhealthy, solitary,
inhuman penal colonies of Africa, there to die a
slow death of starvation, sickness and misery. The Fair
Isle of Pines was settled with husbands driven from
their wives, with children taken from their mothers in
the stillness and darkness of night. General Weyler,
now satisfied that this Government would not interfere
in his scandalous acts of brutality continued his methods
of carnage; he did not change his role ·of the General
who does night fight-but assaesinates; he followed his
maxim of extermina.ting every Cuban, whether it be
man, woman or child, so as not to leave the seed for
future movements against Spain. But he could not con
quer souls which had made a compact with immortality,
and from behind the iron bars, from the' stifled voice of
the victim, from the last breaths of the gloomy dun
geons, came that sublime cry which was raised triumph
antly by the courageous army of liberation: " Long live
free Cuba I Cuba shall be free I



CHAPTER XLIL

BANKRUPT SPAIN AND CUBA ABROAD.

ONI!: of the most potent allies on the side of the
Cubantl, wai:l the economic situation of Spain. Not
only had Spain to pay interest on her enormous debt,
but ou that of Cuba. of nearly $300,000.000. Thill
obligation in which the Cubans had no participation.
cilme from the expenses of all the adventures of Spain
in this continent. her efforts to reestablish her power.
and her war on the Cuban people in 1868. Besides.
the il:llRllders paid for all the Ministers in America. Bud
the secret funds on which they grew rich.

The Economist, a leadillg financial paper of London.
of February 8, 1896 in lUI article which cannot be ac
cused of partiality, summed up this'most transcenden
tal aspect of the Cuban struggle. after showing how
.. the conHequences of this outbr~ak of separatism were
beginlling to tell in a very perceptible way on the finan
ces of Cuba, and those of Spain herself," how, notwith·
stallllillg the loans from the llanque de Paris anu Pays
Bas, Spain had .only at her disposal .£8,500,000 sterling-.
nomiual Cuban five per cent. bauds, to cover the future
eXpell5eS of the Cuban war. which already IJad cost
i60.000.000. The wI'iter went on to say: .. By de
grees, the expenditure has risen in Cubll. to about a
million sterling per month. and it will, of course, be in·
creased when the Spanish Goverment forwards to the
colony, in February, the reinforcements, amoulltillg to

(572)
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twenty-six thousand Olen, that the new Viceroy has
asked for, to bring up the army of occupation to one
hundreu anu forty thousand Spanish troops. At the
present moment, the Cuban treasury is said to be in a
position to dispose of about £4,200,000.

.. All told, these four milliolls sterling may suffice to
cover the expenses of the war, until the month of :\la)'.
Fresh advances will then have to be made by the Bank
of Spain, most probauly on the remainder of the Cuban
five per cent. bonds; as it is now hardly likely, that tIle
Guvernment can get a Parliament elected quickly, 01'

easily enough before the spring, to vote supplies for
Cuba. .

.. But not much call be expecteu from suoh devices, in
the present state of the colony, when all the six prov
inces are overrun by the rebels, when the work on
the sugar, coffee and tobacco plantations has been al
most everywhere suspended, when trade and the cus
toms revenue are declining and disaffection has as
sumed very formidable proportions, even in towns."

Four mouths passed and the state of affairs was still
worse. The securities were more depressed and were go·
ing down, the expenses increased, and the Bank of France
1I11lI of the Low Countries refused to lend any more
money. Spain was forced to place her bonds among
ller own institutions and not very successfully at tlmt.
The Cortes elected on the 16th of April, and which pl'O
Yoked such protests in Spain, on account of the shame
ful fraud:!, found itself, with the treasury, in a terrible
conditioll. Besides, there were 110 resources from Cuba,
nor any expectation of any in the future, after the de
struction of property ill the !lrecc<ling l1lollthl'.

The econQmic couditioll in the peninsula was most
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harassing; all the youllg and able men had gone to the
war Ot" emigrated; the field!:! were deserted, the few in
dustries abandoned; capital was timid; the enormous
taxes continued, poverty stared the country people ill
the face; and in the cities of the classic land of the
beggar, there were hundreds of invalids, who had re
turned from the Spanish army in Cuba, and who had
to ask alms to live.

That was the way Spain, tyrannical to her colonies,
took care of her defenders.

THE CUBAN CAUSE ABROAD.

The Cuhan Revolutionary Party had prepared the
ground for the future work of the Cubans abroad. It
had presented the complaints of the Cubans many
yearli before the nprising; it had. through the power
ful and eloquent tOllgue of J OSC Marti, aroused the
sympathy of all liberty lovillg people.

Such a struggle, for the same cause for which their
forefathers had fought, could not fail to enlist them in
behalf of the patriots.

Mr. Tomas Estrada Palma, Delegate Plenipotentiary
of the Cuban Republic abroad, in the exercise of his
power of designating diplomatic agents, appointed rep
resentatives of the Revolutionary Government of Cnba
in different countries. In Chile, and other nations of
South America, Doctor Aristides Aguel'vo, ex-Professor
of the University of Havana, did most excellent work.
Mr. Nicolas de Cardenas, of the blnest blood of the
island, was cordially received in Peru, while in Brazil,
the voice of that most illustrious of Democrats, Qnint
in Bocayuva, appeared to the great Republic of the
south, in most touching and fervid words, for help in
favor of Cn ban liberty.
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Rafael Maria Merchin, the distinguished Cuban
publicist, exiled for many years in Colombia, exposed
in a clear aud incontrovertible manner the stupid, cor·
rupt aUll rapaciou~ government of Spain.

General Rafael de Quesada, in Venezuela, as well as
Francisco Javier Cisneros, veterans of the last war, by
)heir well de~erved positions, were able to accumulate
:eRource~ with which to carryon the struggle.

Yet, General Eloy Alfaro, the President of Ecuador,
bad the hOllor to be the first to address the Mother
Country. asking that justice be done to the Gubans, in
• letter addressed to the Queen Regent of Spain, dated
"he 19th I.lf December, 1895.

In Central America, the active diplomatic agent of
Jhe Cuban Republic, Joaquin Alsina, found also that
~hose cour.tr:es were in complete accord with the aspir
",tious of Cub.!; despite the efforts of Spain, under the
pretext of lit~rature and of traditions. to deprive the
Cubans of thu help of Spanish Americans. Nicolas
Dominguez Co\.van, Yzaguirre and Palma, in Mexit:o
&md Central Amtlrica respectively, also did their part
In this labor of cOldiality.

In Europe, whtlr& Spain was most anxious that no
uews injuriolls to hE'r interests should reach. Dr. R. E.
Betances, the venerable and beloved Porto Rican
Patriot, in Paris, asaisted by Bobadilla, Mestre alld
others, as well as Jose de Zayas, in London, gradually
placed the Cuban qu~stion in its true light before the
European public, and lI.nmasked the deceptions of tho
Spanish Cabinet, and of its salaried Press, who only
strive to keep up price~ of Spanish securities in the
Stock Exchanges.



CHAPTER XLIII.

CUBA BTILL VICTORIOUB.

THE CAMPAIGN IN PINAR DEL RIO.

FROM April to December 1896 the military plan of
the Spanish was to crush the revolution in Pinar del
Rio. After pacifying this province they would march
east, pushing the patriots until they would be confined
to Santiago de Cuba and Puerto Principe. We shall
see how they failed in their efforts.

For the purpose in view, General Weyler constructed
the military Trocha, between Majana and Mariel, where
the island is about twenty miles in width, and reen
forced the old one of Jucaro and Moron, which marked
the goal of his ambition; the first was to pen General
Antonio Maceo, the second was to isolate the two east
ern provinces under the complete control of the Cubans,
from the other provinces.

General Antonio Maceo became the bull's eye; his
forces must be destroyed first; so the Spanish placed on
the forts and ditches separating Havana from Pinar del
Rio, twenty thousand soldiers-more than twice Maceo's
army, besides, several Spanish columns were to con
stantly give battle to the Cuban lieutenant-general.
A large navy patrolled the coast to prevent any aid
from coming from abroad, and the ports aud towns in
the interior were heavily garrisoned and fortified with
artillery.

For nine months Maceo foiled all their plans. In
(676)
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the last days of March, Colonel Sanchez Hechavarria
fought the Cub~ns at Paso Real without gaining any
advantage. During April, General Maceo took the
offensive j he attacked the suburbs and forts of the
city of Pinar del Rio, the town of Sumidero, and de
feated the Spauish battalion Wadras at Guane. Gen
eral Bermudez, one of his lieutenants, was recruiting,
and others were burning San Nicolas, Melena del Sur,
Guanabo and Hoyo Colorado. The Spanish were
changing generals with no result, for while the Spanish
hospitals were beiug crowded with sick and wounded,
Maceo was capturing Palma and burning Pijiragua,
while Bandera was attacking Guayabo and Candelaria.

On the 13th a most important engagement occurred
at La Lechuza, lasting seven hours. Colonel Devos left
Mariel with troops of the Alfonso XII. battalion to at
tack the Cubans. Against them Maceo sent his van
guard of two hundred men to lead them to the position
chosen by Maceo to give them battle j here they were
surrounded by the patriots j Devos was compelled to
form his troops into squares and retreat precipitately
to San Claudio. The Spanish were reenforced by
Generals lnclan and Suarez, I;>ut the Cubans pursued
them to the coast where the Spanish wounded were
embarked under the protection of the gunboa.t Alerta.
The Spanish lost over seven hundred and fifty men;
a.nd it was said that the Spanish columns failed to co
operate, and that this caused the defeat j Colonel
Hechavarria was tried for his failure to be present with
his troops, but was acquitted.

Maceo occupied the hills the rest of the month, the
Cubans continuing to harass the enemy, destroying
the tobacco crop. General Weyler announced the sur·

88
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render qf one thousand men and the semi-pacification
of the island.

THE "OOMPETITOR" INCIDENT.

On the 30th there occurred' an incident which might
have been the cause of war between the United States
and Spaiu. had the latter followed her usual course of
murder. The American schooner Competitor was cap
tured by Commander Buitron, of the Mensagera, on the
north coast of Piilar del Rio. The Competitor had left
Key West with Colonel Monzon and about forty men,
with a cargp of arms and ammUIlition. After landing
thirty-seven men safely, and all the cargo but thirty
eight thousand cartridges, the Spanish veBBel appeared,
and the Competitor, after hoisting the American flag,
was boarded and captured by the Mensagera. On the
vessel there remained Alfredo Laborde, mate, Teodoro
de la Maza, Dr. Elias Bedia, John Milton, of Kansas,
and William Gildea, an Englishman. These were
taken to Havana, after being submitted to all kinds of

I
hardships. On the 8th of May they were tried by a
Council of War, although four were Americans j on
the 10th they were sentenced to death. The United
States protested vigorously, not only against the form
of trial. but as to the penalty imposed, holding, that if
there was no war in Cuba, the offence was only a case
of contrabrand. General WeY.1er wanted the men
executed, but on the 12th, Spain, which shoots with
impunity defenseless and innocent Cubans, yielded to
the power of the stars and stripes, and postponed the
sentence. The men are still confined in the prison at
Havana.
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BATTLE OF CACARAJICARA.
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With the arms and ammunition brought by the Com
petitor, General Antonio Maceo whipped the Spaniards
un the 3d of May, at the battle of Cacarajicara. Three
columns were to attack Maceo in his entrenchments,
unuer Generals Inclan, Gelabert aud Bernal. The last
failed to appear. The Spaniards lost many officers
killed and wounded, and were repuilled with a 1088 of
two hundred dead and over three hundred wounded.

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS.

During the rest of May, there were encounters with
General Serrano at Candelalia, attacks on the Trocha,
and continuous skirmishes. General Weyler, on the
16th, issued a decree, ordering all grain in Matanzas,
Villas, Havana and Pinal' del Rio to be brought within
twenty days to the fortified towns. On the 24th he
left by sea for Bahia Honda, but returned on the 25th,
his ship having grounded.

In an engagement of the 26th, Generals Bermudez
and Maceo defeated, at Guacanamar, General Suarez
Valdes, who was twice wounded while leading his men
against the Cuban cavalry.

In June and July, months in which the Spanish were
unable to operate, Maceo assumed the defensive, while
Weyler was sending columns after columns to no pur-.
pose. On the 25th of June, the Cubans received the
first expedition of importance, in this province; Julian
San1lga, l\ well·known lawyer of Pinal' del Rio, and
Colonel Francisco Leite Vidal, a veteran of the last war,
landed six hundred Maulisers, five hundred thousand
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cartridges, and a large quantity of dynamite and medi
cines. This time the whole cargo was landed.

Several engagements occurred during July, but none
of great importance. Sickness was doing the work of
the Cubans, and the steamer Triton was carrying hUll
dreds of sick and invalid to Havana.

General Maceo wrote, on the 26th, the following,
addressed to the American people:

MAOEO'S ADDRESS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

"I would not like them to have to shed their blood
for our liberty; we are capable alone-provided that
within the laws of nations we can obtain all the elements
which we need-to expel from Cuba the ruined power
of Spain in America. What only worries me are the vic
tims which the Spaniards make of poor and inu9cent
families which they assassinate daily. I wish that in
this sense the Americans would interpose their good
offices so that tlle Spanish wild beasts will cease in the
butchery of defenseless people. For the sake of hu
manity this intervention should be favored by all civ
ilized countries and nations interested in the moral and
material progress of mankind."

BANDERA CROSSES THE "TROCHA."

The only notable incident in August was the passage
of tile so-called impregnable Trocka, by General Quin
tin Bandera, with fifty meu, thus discrediting Weyler's
assertions.

In the first week of September, General Rius Rivera,
a llistinguished leader of the last war, who had been
sen t for by Maceo to take charge of the forces of Pillar
~el Rio, landed with a magnificent expedition consisting
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of over one thousand rifles, one dynamite cannon and half
a million cartridges. All the efforts of the Spanish to
prevent this valuable war material from safely reaching
the Cubans, were of no avail. General Maceo and the
expeditionists reached Montezuelo on the 23d. A
Spanish column was encamped there. General Maceo
fought them all night, and the following day, the
Spaniards under Colonel San Martin, being unable to
construct a fort they intended, abandoned horses and
provisions. Hundreds offamilies joined General Maceo
on his march, fearing not only starvation due to the
wholesale devastation of the fields by the Spanish, but
death at the hands of the cruel Spanish guerrillas.

On the 27th, General Maceo received news that at
Majana-two leagues distant-there was a Spanish col
umn in combination with another waiting to attack him
on the road. The Spanish held the heights. Colonel
Juan Ducasse, with a Cuban detachment, succeeded in
routing the enemy. At the same time that this engage
ment was fought, the Cubans, under Colonel Torres, were
meeting over four thousand of the enemy. The firing
continued several days, and the Spaniards lost a flag
and a large number of officers and soldiers.

BATTLE OF CEJA DEL NEGRO.

On the 4th of October, was fought the battle of Ceja
del Negro. Three thousand Spanish, under General
Bernal, were waiting for the patriots. General Maceo,
already advised of their presence, marched at the head
of his brilliant staff, as the vanguard. General Maceo
ordered Colonel Llorente to take a position at the cen
tre, the Brigade of the South to attack the enemy by
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the left Hank, and Brigadier Sotomayor, the Chilian, to
use his artillery on the left.

The firing commenced at nine in the morning. An
hour afterwards, another column of two thousand men
exchanged shots with the Cuban outposts, on the road
to Vinales. The Spanish intended to attack the pn
tl'iots on the front and rear. General Maceo saw the
danger. He ordered his artillery to fight the enemy
011 the rear, where Generals Bermudez and Diaz held
them at bay. General Rivera and Colonel Vidal Ducasse
continued to battle with the first column. Both Span
ish columns finally gave up and retreated, one to Pinar
del Rio and the other to Vinales. The Spanish aban
doned their dead and carried off a large number of
wounded. Several pr~soners were captured by the
Cubans, and then liberated. Seventy Mauller" twelve
thousand cartridges and twelve mules loaded with all
kinds of provisions and merchandise, were the spoils.

On the 8th, at Galalon, three thousand men attacked
Maceo, but after a day's combat retreated, leaving
seventy dead. The total loss of the Spaniards up to
that time, in sick and wounded, was calculated at seven
thousand.

General Antonio Maceo, on the 22d, held a grand
parade, and delivered the command of the troops of
Pinar del Rio, to General Rius Rivera.

While Gonzalez Munoz was attacking the Cuban p0

sitions, Maceo was bombarding Artemisa. He used
the dynamite cannon, already tried with succe88 in the
previous battle. About nine o'clock in the night the
first shot was fired at a very short range. The Span.
iards answered with artillery also. At the fifth shot
from the dynamite gun, the cries were so heartrending
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that Gellel'al Maceo ordered the bombardment to cease,
the Spaniards having refused to allow the Cuban
families to leave. More than thirty were killed, and a
large number wounded by a bomb which exploded in
the Spanish arsenal. Next day was the engagement at
Soroa, which lasted the whole day, the Spanish losing
over five hundred men.

WEYLER TAKES THE FIELD.

On the 9th of November, General Weyler. forced by
Spanish public opinion, and ordered by his government
to do something before the publication of the message
of the President of the United States; went to Mariel
by sea. General Arolas went to enforce him with six
thousand men and six pieces of artillery, and Weyler
sent General Echague to storm the hills of EI Gober
uador. General Maceo completely repulsed the Span
iards, who, seeing General Echague badly wounded,
were demoralized.

Weyler returned to Havana on the 24th, having
failed totally to dislodge Maceo, but repeated cables
from Madrid forced him to again return to the province
of Pinar del Rio on the 28th of November.

THE WAR IN OTHER PROVINCES.

While General WeJler devoted his attention to Gen
eral Maceo, and employed nearly one-third of his army in
this task, the Cubans were profiting by it in the other
provinces. In Havana and Matanzl\s where it was
thought that owing to the level ground it would be
impossible for the patriots to hold their own; they
maintained themselves skirmishing and harassing the
Spaniards. The Cubans under General Aguirre and his
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subordinates, Acosta, Aranguren, Arango and Castillo,
kept their forces within a radius of twenty miles from
the capital and sometimes entered the suburbs of
Havana itself; trains wel'e derailed and towns captured
and burned. Marianas. Balatario, Vieja Bermeja,
Guira de Melena, Ceiba de Agua, Jamaica, San Felipe,
Alquizar, Pozo Redondo, CaBas, Vega, Cojimar were
raided. One of the most andacious episodes of the war
was the landing of sixty-four Dlell and three hundred
and fifty rifles and four hundred thousand cartridges
by Dr. Joaquin Castillo, nine miles from the Morro
Castle. What more eloquent proof of the impotency
of the Spanish navy, and the determination of the
Cubans to assist their brethren in arms; than this chal
lenge at the very gates of Havana r

DEATH OF GENERAL ZAYAS.

On the 1st of August, the Cubans received a blow to
their cause in the province of Havana, in the death of
General Juan Bruno Zayas, the youngest general in
the Cuban army. General Zayas was scarcely twenty
one years old, but had shown extraordinary military
talents; he had made the invasion with General Maceo,
and after returning to Matanzas, was trying to attack
the trocha in Havana province, cooperating with Maceo.
He was betrayed by a peasant, and while in a hut near
Quivican with three of his companions, one thousand
five hundred Spanish surrounded him. Only a small
detachment was near at the time. The Spanish
knocked at the door of the hut, and when Creneral Zayas
opened the door he was shot through the head. Not
withstanding the heroic efforts of his few companions,
his body remained in possession of the ep.emy, who dis-
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figured it with bayonet and machete thrusts. In
November, a Spanish column under Moncada had nn
engagement with Arango in the Grillo hills alld was
badly defeated.

IN MATANZAS.

In Matanzas, Generals Lacret and Betancourt,
Clutilde Garcia and Jose Roque, remained firm against
all odds; their subordinates following the same active
tactics of the other provinces, wasting very few car
tridges and tiring the enemy. The cane-fields were
continually destroyed, here as well as in the other
provinces, and not one week passed that trains were not
dynamited, and bridges blown up. On the 22d of
June, Major Ricardo Trujillo with a handful of men
but with four hundred Maussers, four hundred thousand
cartridges, medicines, etc., landed on the northern
coast near Cardenas; all the efforts of the Spanil:ih to
prevent the patriots from being helped from abroad
were futile.

After this expedition the Cubans fought with re
newed vim. General Lacret, meeting in July, the
combined columns of the Spanish generals, Prats and
Molina near Bolondron, and caused them a large loss
of wounded were added to the hundreds of victims of
yellow fever in the crowded hospitals of Cabezas, Al
fonso XII. and Matanzas; Major Garcia took Magagua ;
Itabo was raided; between Santa Ana and Ceiba Mocha
a fierce engagement occurred on the 6th of August;
Clotilde Garcia defeated on the 20th the Spanish at
San Jose de los Ramos; and there were skirmishes dur
ing the rest of the autumn, at Conchita, Cuzco, Costa·
nera, Sabanilla and Aguada de Pasageros.
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GOMEZ ATTACKS SANTA CLARA.

After General Gomez separated from General Maceo
he marched east through Matanzas and Santa Clara.
The Spauiardtl fortified Ciellfuegos, but Gomez attacked
Santa Clara, the capital of the province on the 2d of
April, surprising the six thousand men there under
General Bazan, and raided aud sacked the town for 11\"e

bours. The Spanish generals were soon after recalled.
General Gomez continued toward Puerto Principe.
Geueral Zayas on the 8th of April entered the town of
Remedios, obtained a large quantity of provisions, and
hurned several houses. On the 11th, Brigadier Jose
Gonzalez fought the Spaniards in Camajuani, where
a dynamite Lomb placed by the Cubans, exploded,
causing KI·eat havoc among the enemy. Las Cruces
Wl1I'l taken by the patriots on the 24th of April, and the
~wn of Mordazo was raided on the 26th of June.

LANDING OF GENERAL BETANCOURT.

Nothing noteworthy occurred in the province until
the arrival, in October, of the expedition under General
Miguel Betancourt; who brought one thousand and
thirty-nine rifles, six hundred thousand cartridges, a
dynamite cannon, machetes, medicines and dynamite.
After landing, they were fiercely attacked by the Span
ish, and a very small number of rifles fell into Hie hands
of the" enemy; the rest were delivered to General
Francisco Carrillo, commanding the province.

DEATH OF GENERAL SANCHEZ.

With General Serafin Sanch('z, the Inspector General
of the army, who had lU"rived there early in November
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to prepare for Gomez's winter march, they attacked EI
Condl1do and fought a fierce battle near the river Zaza,
ill the pass called Las Damas. General Luque and
Culonel Lopez Amor, with four thousand SlJaniards
attempted to prevent the march of the Cuhaus, and to
capture the convoy of arms. General Sanchez, while
repulsing the cbarges of tbe Spaniards, was shot
through both legs and his horse killed; he refused to
leave the field and at the head of the Cuban horsemen
he fell, shot in the head. The Cubans bought the
victory dearly, for not only was this constant patriot
and distinguished commander killed, but General Fran·
cisco Carrillo was wounded in the cheek. The Cubans
prepared themselves for the announced coming of
General Gomez in December, and gave no rest to the
Spanish commanders. General Jose Maria Rodriguez
had already crossed the province in November, moving
to Matanzas.

IN PUERTO PRINOIPE.

In Puerto Principe-or Camaguey, as called by the
Cubans-there were hardly any operations on the
Spanish side; the patriots being unmolested. The
Government of the Republic had its residence in this
state, and throughout the year issued decrees regulating
the different departments of the civil administratiou.
On the 16th of May, General Juan Fernandez RllZ, l\

veteran of the last war, witJt one hundred men and a
valuable cargo landed in this province.

BATTLE OF SARATOGA.

General Gomez entered Puerto Principe on the 28th
qf May. On the 9th of June, he commenced the sum·
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mer campaign with the important battle of Saratoga.
In the morning of that day, General Gomez saw the
Spanish flanking him on the left j he countermarched,
and at five in the afternoon he could see them in their
camps at Saratoga. He immediately opened fire, and
hearing that they had over five hundred cavalry, or
dered two sections of Cubans, under Colonels Sanchez
Agramonte and Calunga, to engage them if possible,
but the Spanish did not answer the challenge of the
Cuban horsemen. General Gomez now laid siege to
the Spanish forces under General Jimenez Castellanos,
who had entrenched themselves. All night, and the
following day, the Cubans poured a galling fire on the
Spanish mass. On the 11th, after receiving seven hun
dred fresh troops under General Godoy, the Spanish
resolved to extricate themselves from their perilous
position. General Gomez, unable to continue the siege
as his men were completely worn out after forty hours
of constant firing, sent small groups to molest them on
their way. After the Spanish abandoned their position,
the Cubans confirmed the great loss of the enemy;
over two hundred had been killed. The patriots lost
eleven dead and thirty nine wounded.

IN SANTIAGO.

General Gomez now marched to Santiago Province,
and early in July met the Government and General
Calixto Garcia, for the p~rpose of conferring as to the
future campaigns of the army and conduct of the rev
olution. General Maximo Gomez, together with Gen
eral Garcia, operated all the month of August, around
Cambute, Holguin and Gibara j and afterwards, Gen
eral Gomez returned to Puerto Principe, for his sum-
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mer headquarters, and prepared his plans for the dry
season. The Cubans were not idle in the province;
General Rosas attacked General Godoy who was taking
a convoy to Cascorro and Guaimaro on the 10th of
August, and the Spaniards abandoned many mules
laden with valuable merchandise.

LANDING OF CABRERA.

General Maximo Gomez was welcomed on his arrival
in Puerto Principe, by the landing of a large expedition
on the northern coast, in the latter part of the month,
under the command of Colonel Rafael Cabrera. Ca
Lrera brought nearly one thousand five hundred rifies,
over half a million cartridges and a cannon, besides the
usual medicines and dynamite. General Gomez then
attacked Cascorro, but his principal object was to make
General Jimenez Cas~llan08 leave the capital of the
province and fight. Gomez succeeded in whipping the
Spanish general, with about two thousand of the famous
cavalry of Camaguey. On the 13th of October, Gen
eral Garcia reached Blanquizal,and the combined Cuban
forces were moved toward Guaimaro. General Gomez
watched the city of Puerto Principe, while General
Garcia besieged the town of Guaimaro. For several
days the Cubans waited, until the provisions of the
garrison were exhausted. On the 16th, General Gomez
ordered the siege to commence in due form. The Gov
ernment of the Republic had arrived to witness the
operation. On the 17th. the first shot from the cannon
ably placed by Major Winchester Osgood, announced
at six in the morning, the beginning of the glorious
battle. After fourteen shots had been fired, General
Garcia ordered the assault. Fort Mella was abandoned
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by the Spaniards; Lieutenant Miranda raising the lone
star flag on the citadel. All the families of the town
left at the request of General Garcia.

DEATH OF MAJOR OSGOOD.

On tIle 18th, trenches were made around Fort GonfRll
and the twelve pounder belched forth fire. Fort La Pa
loma was also attacked. During the day, and at the very
moment when he' was firing Ilo last shot at the fort,
Major Winchester Osgood fell over the piece with 1\

fatal bullet ill his brain. Brave American soul, the
emulator of Lafayette! On the 26th, a bomb killed the
Spanish commander. On the 27th, the town was bom
barded by the two pieces, Fort Tarragons suffering
lUuch. At seven in the evening, a cannon shot an
nounced a general attack. Forti Tarragona sunen
dered to General Cebreco. At midnight, the church
which was fortified also, gave up. with the rest of the
block houses. There only remained in the hands of the
Spanish, the hospital and the Cuartel. The next day.
the Cubans with the Government at the head, entered
in triumph; and finally the last stronghold gave up to
General Garcia. The Cubans captured nearly three
llUlldred Maussers, over one hundred thousand car
tridges. and other spoils. The following official docu
ments show the terms of capitulation, and the treat
ment of the prisoners and sick by the Cubans. A vote
of thanks was granted by the Government, there assem~

bled, to the distinguished General Garcia.

THE SURRENDER OF GUAIMARO.

"Minutes of the surrender of Guaimaro:
In Guaimaro. on the 28th of October, 1896, tJlere
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being present ill the garrison quarters of this town,
Colonel Mario G. Menocal, of the Cuban army, Chief
of Staff of the Military Department of the East, and
Captain Jose Rosario Baez, of the Spanish Army.
The latter said that his situation being unbearable,
owing to the siege of this fortified town, since the
17th instant, by the forces under Major General Calixto
Garcia Iniguez, Chief of the department, he surren
ders the fortified town und~r the conditions offered
respecting his life and those of his troops under him.
The officers and other forces which defended the forts
of the town having given up in the same manner.
Rosario is to keep his own arms and his property and
that of his subordinates. Rosario delivers forty
MaUller riBes, eight boxes of ammunition for the same,
two bugles and 11,580.40 in silver, which he says was
given him as a deposit by the Commissary of War.

.. Mr. Garcia Menocal representing Major General
Calixto Garcia Iniguez, ratifies the above conditions
and acknowledges receipt of the fortified town, and the
effects and money mentioned, stating that when Cap'
tain Rosario surrendered, the Cuban forces were in
possession of the fortifications and troops that defended
them and occupied the town.

U And so that it shall appear from the proceedings,
they sign two of the same tenor. M. C. Menocal
Jose Rosario.

This is a copy, the Chief of Department.
Major Manuel Rodriguez.

"In the free town of Guaimaro, on the twenty-eighth
day of the month of October, 1896, Doctors Eugenio
l\lolinet, Colonel, Chief of the Sanitary Department of
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the Army of Liberation of Cuba, alld Femando Perez
de la Cruz, Physician of the First Class of the Sani·
t81'y Corps of the Spanish Army, having come together.
agreed to draw the following minutes, in which it it;
stated that at two o'clock in the morning of the same
day, and before the surrender of the garrison, neutral·
ity was granted to the hospital of Guaimaro, in con
formity to what was determined in the International
Congre~s, which took place in Geneva, in which it was
declared in a solemn manner that the wounded, field
hospitals and sanitary employees would be respected.
This neutrality was granted not only on account of the
petition made by the head of the hospital, but also be·
cause of the desires of Major General Calixto Garcia
Iniguez, Chief of the Military Department of the East,
who desires that it shall be known that it is his firmest
intention to respect the treaty above referred to, al·
though the Spanish government has not wished to ac
cept said treaty with respect to the Cuban army.

" At the request of Dr. Fernando Perez de la Cruz, he
was left ill charge of the cure of the sick and wounded
of the said hospital, leaving him all the meaus which
he deemed necessary fur the care of his sick and
wounded. He was also offered all the means, personal,
as well as medical, of the Cuban Army. The said
doctor of the Spanish army was provided with all the
means to transport his sick and wounded to a place
where they can be gathered by forces of his army.

.. And so that it shall appear from the proceedings, we
sign the present minutes, in duplicate.

Country and Liberty,
Dr. E. Molinet.-Fernando Perez de la Cru~
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"In the cattle farm U EI Platano," State of Camaguey,
on the 2d of N:>vember, 1896, Dr. Eduardo Padro,
Lieutenant Colonel of the sanitary department of the
army of liberation of Cuba, and Dr. Manuel Huelva
Romero, physician of the first-class of the Spallil'h
al'my being present. Dr. Padro said that by order aud
representation of Major General Calixto Garcia Inigue~,

chief of the military department of the East, and by
virtue of a oommunication that the said superior chief
had Bent and was sent to the chief of the Spanish
army, Adolfo Jimenez Castellanos, in regard to the
univel"Sal laws of war that the Cuban army observes,
although they are not obsened by the Spanish army,
he delivered in this act to Dr. Huelva twenty.two siok
-and wounded, five sanitary employees, foul' civilians,
Dr. Fernando Perez de la Cruz, and an officer of the
first-class of the military department, Julio Perez
Pitarch, said individuals being all taken prisoners in
the field hospital of the Spanish army, to which they
belonged, in the capture of the town of Guairnaro by
the Cuban forces under the orders of Major General
Calixto Garcia Iniguez, which took plaoe on the 28th of
last Ootober. And Dr. Manuel Romero said that in rep
resentation of the Spanish general, D. Adolfo Jimenez
Castellanos, and in conformity with what has been de
clared by Dr. Padro, he admits the receipts of the sick,
wounded and other prisoners mentioned, declaring that
among the wounded there is a chief and an officer, and
in order that it shall appear from the prooeedings for its
proper use, they drew up the present minutes, making
two of the same tenor.

Dr. Eduardo Padro-Dr. Manuel Huelva."
j
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As a result of the surrender of Guaimaro, and the
engagements around Cascorro, Minas and San Miguel de
Nuevitas, these places were abandoned by the SpanilSh
troops, and the whole central province was virtuaU)' in
possession of the Cubans; the Spanish forces being
confined to the city of Puerto Principe, and the two
ports. General Garcia then returned to Santiago
Province, and General Maximo' Gomez and the Govern·
ment finished their preparations for the westward
march. The province of Santiago de Cuba continued
to be Cuban territory, with the exception of the ports

_and a few inland towns. Since the landing of General
Calixto Garcia, who was appointed to the command
of the eastern military department comprising Cama
guey and Santiago, the operations of the Cubans
were uniformly successful and brilliant. General Jesus
Rabi proved a most able auxiliary, and took a prominent
part in aU the successful engagements. On the 15th
of April, the Cubans burned in the Manati river the
Spanish steamer Rosalia.

LANDING OF PORTUONDO.

In the latter part of May, Lieutenant Colonel Rafael
Portuondo Tamayo, Secretary of Foreign Relations,
who had been in the United States on leave of absence,
returned to Cuba with the largest expedition ever
sent to the island. He landed near Santiago de Cuba,
saved the one thousand two hundred rifles and six
hundred thousand cartridges and a very large amount
of war material. This, and the subsequent cargos
which arrived in the province, placed it on such a foot
ing that the war could have been sustained there for
five yenrs. Some ports were held by the Cubans;
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Maravi for instance being occupied for some time, the
Spauit>h with their gUllbuats forcing it to be e~cuatetl

finally. On the 17th of June, a Spanish vessel grounded
011 the Cauto and was destruyed by the Cubans; the
members of the crew were set at liberty.

DEATH OF GENERAL JOSE MACEO.

The 5th of July was a sad day for Cuba, General
Jose Maceo being killed in the engagemeut of La Lorna
del Gato. On the 4th, the anniversary of American
Independence, all was joy in the camp, the day being
celebrated as a national feast; and on the following
morning General Jose Maceo marched to meet the
Spanish under General Linares, who were burning and
devastating the county. Maceo charged them with
his staff and part of General Cebreco's cavalry. The
Spauish fled before the Cuban horsemen's charge.
Maceo attempted to carry the enemy's position byas
sault, and charged several times. During one of these
furious onslaughts, Maceo, who was riding a superb
white horse, was struck in the head by a bullet which
lodged in the brain. He was taken from his horse and
brought to the town of Tiarrba, held by the Cubans,
whet'e he died shortly afterward without uttering a
word. Generals Cebreco and Periquito Perez continued
the fight, and their men, exasperated by the death of
the brave leader, inflicted a defeat on the Spanish
troops, who lost eighty dead and one hundred and sixty
wounded. The news of the death of General Maceo
was received by Generals Gomez and Garcia, as they
marched toward Santiago, brilliantly operating llgainst
the enemy. During the latter part of August, General
Garcia captured the strong fort of La Lorna de Hierro.
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near Auras, after using successfully a two pound
Hotchkiss. The two expeditions mentioned, in combi·
nation with that of Puerto Principe, on the southern
coast of Santiago de Cuba on the 21st and 26th of
August, completed a total of four thousand rifles and
two million cartridges, sent in three weeks to the island
by the Cuban Delegation in the United States, under
the able direction of the Chief of Expeditions, General
Emilio Nufiez, and assured the continuance of the war
for the Cubans, to the end of the summer of the follow
ing year. This was the way the Cubans answered the
extraordinary effort made by Spain who reenforced her
army with thirty-five thousand recruits, but which in
reality only served to cover the losses of the Spanish
during the eighteen months of war. Once the material
of war was safely distributed, General Garcia marched
toward Camaguey, to cooperate with General Maximo
Gomez.

FROM SECRETARY OLNEY'S REPORT.

As a summary of the military situation at this time.
no more impartial one could be found, than that of the
Secretary of State, the Hon. Richard Olney, presented
in his report to the President of the United States,
dated the 7th of December, 1896. The following par
agraphs are quoted:

.. Confined in the outset, as in the ten years' insur
rection which began at Yara in October, 1868, to the
eastern portion of the island, where the topography
and absence of settled centres especially favored the
desultory warfare apparently normal to this class of
contests, tIle present insurrection very early took pro
portions beyond those of its predecessor and therewith
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assumed an aggressive phase, invadillg the populolls
central and western districts. Passing the defensive
lines or trochas traversing the islund frolll llorth to
south, formidable bodies of the revolutionary forces
early in the year established themse] ves in the rich
sugar-planting districts of Santa Clara, Cienfuegos, and
Matanzas, made hostile forays almost in sight of
Havana itself, and, advancing westward, affected a
lodgment in the fertile tobacco fields of Pinar del Rio,
which has so far resisted all efforts of the Spanish
forces to overcome.

"No prominent seaport has been attacked by the in
surgents or even menaced beyond occasional raids upon
the outskirts. A large part of the twenty-two hun
dred miles of the irregular coast line of enbll., com
plising the comparatively unsettled stretches of its
western extremity and the inhospitable mountain shores
of its eastern part, is practically in the hands of the
revolutionists. The character of these I\hores, filled to
the westward with shallow indentations inaccessible to
any but light vessels of small tonnage, and to the east
ward with rocky nooks dangerous to approach by night
and affording insecure anchorage for larger craft, lends
itRelf peculiarly to the guerrilla warfare of tlle interior,
so that the insurgents, being relieved of the need of
maintaining and garrisoning points upon the coast, are
effectively able to utilize a considerable part of it as
occasion offers, to communicate with the outside world
and to receive· clandestine supplies of men, arms and
ammunition.

.. Although statistics of their military strength are
attainable with difficulty and are not always trust
worthy when obtained, enough is certainly known to
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show that the revolutionists in the field greatly exceed
in numbers any organization heretofore attempted;
that with large accessions from the central and western
districts of the island a better military discipline is
added to increased strength; that instead of mainly
dl'awing as heretofore upon the comparatively primi
tive population of eastern Cuba, the insurgent armies
fairly represent the intelligent aspil-ations of a large
proportion of the people of the whole island; and that
they purpose to wage this contest, on these better
grounds of vantage, to the end and to make the present
struggle a supreme test of the capacity of the Cuban
people to win for themselves and their children the
heritage of self-government.

" A notable feature of the actual situation is the tac
tical skill displayed"by its leaders. When the disparity
of numbers and the comparatively indefensible charac
ter of the central and western Vega country are con
sidered, the passage of a considerable force into Pinar
del Rio followed by its successful maintenance there for
many months must be regarded as a military success of
a pronounced character.

.. So, too, the Spanish force, in the field, in garrison on
the island, or on its way thither from the mother
country, is largely beyond any military display yet
called for by a Cuban rising, thus affording an inde
pendent measure of the strength of the insurrection.

" From every accessible indication it is clenr that the
present rebellion is on a far more formidable scale as to
numbers, intelligence, and representative features than
any of the preceding revolts of this century; that the
corresponding effort of Spnin for its repression has
been enormously augmented; and that, despite the con-
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Btant influx of fresh armies and material of war from
the metropolis, the rebellion, after nearly two years of
successful resistance, appears to-day to be in a condition
to indefinitely prolong the contest on its present lines."



CHAPTER XLIV.

THE POLICY OF EXTERMINATION.

ALL the decrees and measures of General Valeriano
Weyler during the year 1896 were directed to devastate
the island and exterminate the Cuban people. Over
one hundred and fifty political prisoners were executed
in the city of Havana, not to speak of the thousands
of defenceless people butchered in the country and who
afterwards appear as slain in battle. The newspapers
of the United States were full of these horrors, giving
names, places, and dates, and a.ll possible evidence as to
their genuineness.

In the western provinces the wholesale murders were
most common. Such an impartial and talented ob
server as Mr. C. E. Ackers of the London Timu~

speaking of the so·called pacification of Pinar del Rio
by General Weyler, in a most comprehensive article
dated at Havana, said: " Judging by what has taken
place in Pinar del. Rio, during the months of November
and December, the word pacification means the exter
mination of the inhabitants and the complete desola
tion of the country.

"General Weyler ordered the inhabitants to concen
trate in the towns, under pain of being considered as
rebels if they failed to obey this mandate. Now the
policy governing the treatment of rebels is, that only
dead rebels are good rebels; that policy was carried out
to the letter in General Weyler's recent campaign in

(600)
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Pinar del Rio. Dwelling-house, farm.buildinge--every.
thing, in fact, of value WlUl demolished, cattle and
horse. were killed, property of all kinds destroyed.
The excuse for this wanton destruction was that if not
destroyed these things would benefit the rebels. In
theM circumstanoes no aane man can think of pacifica
tion-rather must he qualify luch proceedings as a war
of extermination. TheBe same measures have now
been applied to the province of Havana; later on they
will take effect in Matanz88 and Santa Clara. They
have only one result-the women and children are
driven into the towns, to die of atarvation, the men join
the fighting ranks of the rebellion. The worst enemy
of Spain could not have devised a better means to
stJoengthen the rebel ranks than this method of General
Weyler'. for paoifying the island of Cuba. [t is brutal
and barbarous, it caules indignation amongst friends
and foell, it destroys the la8t remnants of loyalty left
amongst the Cubans, it makes rebels of many Spaniards
who otherwise would never have thought of aiding
or abetting the revolt." In another paragraph he
said:

.. The policy of the authorities in Cuba for the past
twelve month. has oemented an,d intensified the hatred
ot the Cubans for Spanish rule. What is now passing
in connection with the concentration of the population
into the town., is only on a par with what has ocourred
previously. Hundreds of prisoners of war have been
tried by summary QOurt martial and have been shot;
thousands of periODS, on the mere suspioion of sympa
thy with or complicity in the rebellion, have been trans
ported to the Spanish penal settlements without even
the show of a trial. Everywhere homes have been
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broken up and families ruined through the arbitrary
and tyrannical action of a government that pays small
heed to justice, and knows not the meaning of mercy
or pity."

In Bainoa, in Songo, and in Matanzas provinces, the
Spaniards have shown their ferocity and cruelty toward
the aged and the sick and wounded in the hospitals.
In Sagua, the blood thirsty Carreras, killed some pad.
flcos. He had them bound with ropes before the exe
cution and afterwards, in order to obtain a reward
photographed the victims, and published a reproduction
of the photograph in the newspapers, placing under
each body a supposed name of a Cuban leader. But
the Spanish hero forgot to take off the ropes which
bound the arms and legs of the unfortunate peaSants
and the original picture, obtained by Mr. Dawley,
reached the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations,
an incontrovertible proof of the murder, which in the
Spanish official reports was announced as a most glori
ous victory.

On the 80th of November, 1896, the New York
World published a long list of atrocities, and offered the
State Department all the documents in its posse88ion
to substantiate its assertions. Among them was a let
ter found on the dead body of a Spanish officer which
said:

.. Now all the prisoners have their heads cut off.
Now all the columns carry a detail of men dre88ed in
the clothes of the country, with concealed arms.
They enter all the farms and ask if anyone wishes to
go Ol1t Rnd kill them, because now the columns have
secret orders to kill all whom they take prisoners,"

In Guanabacoa, Major Fondeviela perpetrated the
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most horrible crimes, refusing even burial to the
slaughtered, saying that .. Cuban carcasses are for dogs
and pigs."

Cuban women were imprilioned in order to influence
their husbands in the fields; ladies of the best families
and highest social positions were coufined in filthy jails.
in company with degraded women and criminals.
United States Senator Hernando de Soto Money, 011

his return from the island, eloquently summarized this
sad aspect of the barbarous Spanish warfare iu the fol·
lowing paragraphs, which are quoted to show that it is
not the Cubans who condemn Spain, but fair and un
biased judges:

U It is a fI"equent occurrence to see people march
through the streets of Havana to the steamer, to be
sent for life to the Chaft"arine Islands, off the north
coast of Africa, or to Ceuta or to Fernando Po, off the
west coast of Africa. The horrors of this deportation
are inconceivable in America. There is now in ·jail
1.Jpon the island of Cuba, the accomplished wife of a
rebel general. who, unless some interference is made in
her behalf, will soon be sent to one of these settlements
for life. She will be without means of support, for
Spain does not feed her convicts, and her fate will
really be worse than death. Her offense lies in writ
ing'to her huSband a letter becoming a good and faith·
ful wife."

"Another matter which has injured the Spanish
cause in Cuba., is the cruelty and savage inhumanity of
their methods" They never take prisoners. They
butcher the wounded of the enemy with their ma-
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chetes ou the field of battle. Every insurgent is killed
who cau't get away. Weyler makes uo secret of this.
The Spanish policy would seem to be one of extermina
tion.

.. An English gentleman at Havana, becoming shocked
at the atrocious method of the Spanish and their butch
ery of wounded rebels, went to Weyler and offered at
his own expense, to fouud a Red Cross Society to ac
company the Spanish troops to the field as hospital
people. The Ellglishman offered to pay all expenses
and to take care of the wounded of both sides with
equal impartiality. Weyler cut him short.

... No,' said he, 'we want llO Red Cross Society. We
will dispatch the wounded rebels as they deserve.
They are traitors and deserve death. As for my own
wounded, I can take care of them myself.' II

.. Coutinuing on Weyler's hospital methods, I might
say that it is the invariable Spanish custom to destroy
insurgent hospitals wherever they find them. They
cut down the nurses, the doctors, and kill the patients
in their cots. They make a clean sweep. The Spanish
victory is decisive whenever they find an insurgent
hospital."

.. Public sentiment in Cuba gets much of its inspir
ation from the harsh cruelty of Spallish measures. I
have already shown that the Spaniards take no prison
ers, bnt kill the insurrectionists 8S soon 8S captured;
that they slaughter the sick in hospital cots, strike
down the nurses by their side j that' Pacifico.' f01
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slight or no cause are dragged from their hOIDe8 to be
butchered; that others are deported to be lost for life
ill horrible Spanish penal colonies on the coast of
Africa. It is these things which set the Cuban temper
on eJge and make even the women resolve to perish 01'

free their homes from Spanish rule." .

DEATH OF ANTONIO MACEO.

General Antonio Maceo at the beginning of De
cember, 1896, resolved to give the Spaniards a surprise
in Havana province. Weyler was busy looking for
him in the mountains of Pinar del Rio, forced to again
take the field by the clamor of the Spanish populace,
and the urgent requests of the home government to do
something before the publication of President Cleve
land's message, and the re-assembling of Congress.
General Antonio Maceo finished the organization of the
Cuban forces in the province of Pinar del Rio, and
placed them under the able leadership of General Rius
Rivera, who was his trusted friend and companion in
the last war; and whom he especially requested the
CuLan Delegation to send to Cuba for this special com
mand. The prefectures had been well established
throughout the interior, ample deposits of provisions,
and cattle driven to secure places; assured the main
tenance of the army for many months; and the arms
and ammunition recently landed, placed the Cuban
army in splendid condition for a successful defense.

On the 4th of December, 1896, General Maceo crossed
the trocha, and appeared in the province of Havana with
about forty men, among them Generals Miro, his chief
of staff, und Pedro Diaz, Lieutenant Francisco Gomez,
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the son of the General-in-Chief, and Colouel!> J ustiz and
Nodarse and other membe~ of his staff. Maceo's in
tention was to concentrate the Cuban troop!>, suddenly
enter and burn one of the suburbs of tbe capital, while
General Weyler was huntiug for him in the hills; and
then, marching east to meet General Maximo Gomez,
who was coming west, arrange with him for the winter
campaign in the Western Military DepRlotment. On
the 5th, the Cubans celebrated the paSl>ing of the so
called impenetrable trocha and on the 6th and 7th
General Maceo met about foul' hundred men uuder
Sanchez and Acosta.

On the moming of the 7th, the Spanish Major Cirujeda,
left Punta Brava with about six hundred of the San
Quintin regiment, famous for their cruelty. He
marched to the coast, but hearing shots in the direction
of Hoyo Colorado, he went to tllat town and break.
fasted. There he was informed that at the plantation
San Pedro, between Waj~y and Govea, there was a
concentration of Cuban forces.

When the Spanish troops arrived, they were saluted
by continuous firing from behind a stone fence which
the Cubans were stoutly holding. .

Geneml Maceo had divided his forces into two wings,
and these wel'e flanking the Spanish and hemming them
in. It was then that General Maceo, who was holding
the centre exclaimed, " this goes well," and at the Lead
of his staff ordered what he thought would be the
decisive move: the charge" al machete." At the head
of his gallant officers he spurred his magnificent steed,
fifty paces from the enemy successive and furious dis
charges from the rifles of the Spanish infantry laid him
low, with most of his compallions by his side. A bul-
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let had entel'ed the brave chieftain's chin, broken the
jawbone and had come out by the shoulder, another
had pierced his abdomen. The famed and true Maceo
was no more! The Cubans, thrown into a momentary
panic by the loss of Maceo, retreated, leaving the bodies
on the field j General Miro saw that if he tried to recover
the body of Maceo immediately, the Spaniards would
suspect that some leader of importance had fallen, and
would l'edouble their efforts to keep it and kill every
one of the staff. The Spaniards, in their cupidity
looked less at the papers and docllments on Maceo's
corpse, and on that of his companion, than at the
valuables on the dead General. They stripped him of
everything that could be melted in the jewelry shops of
Havana. Some suspicions having arisen as to the
identity of the bodies, they were tied to horses' tails and
dragged for some time. General Miro, who had now
gathered some troops under General Diilz, was fighting
the Spanish in their retreat; finally the pursuit be
coming too hot, the Government troops abandoned the
bodies. The Cubans recovered the curpse of their be
loved chief and that of the gallant young Gomez, Gen
eral Antonio Maceo was then buried in a secret place,
uya committee of Cuban officers, under oath not to re
veal' the sacred ground. At the inhumation, General
Miro saturated his handkerchief in the noble blood still
dripping from the mortal wounds, and said: .. I shall
keep t/.is to sMw it to the Oubans if at any time they/eel
discouraged; this blood will remind them of him who per
Bonified Cuban loyalty and patriotism, it will teach tltem
to fight till their independmce is attained, or to die like
the hero Antonio Maceo, in the epic struggle,. but nel1e1'
BUrrender I "



608 THE POLleY 01' BXTERMINATION.

WEYLER FINISHES HIS FrRST YEAR'S CAMPAIGN,

By the accident of war which caWled the death
of General Maceo, General Weyler receiveu a new
lease of life in his position; for there was so much dis·
content at his military failure and the barefaced rob
bedes in the administration, that Spain was demanding
his l'ecall. General Weyler returned to Havana. in
tl'iumph. He now announced that he would pacify
Pinal' del Rio where there were, according to him, hut a
few hWldreds of rebels. The following lucid resume of
the movements of Weyler, is fl'om 'he pen of the cor
respondent of the London Time,. Mr. Aclcers said:

" General Weyler completely failed to take "d"ant&ge
of the sIwck caused to the rebels by the loss of their
bollIest'leader. Then the Spaniab oommander in-chief
decided that, Maceo being dead, the rebels in Pinar del
Rio were no longer an importll.nt factor, basing this as
sumption on the faot that the insurgents made no
further attempt to concentrl;lte. A more fatal error
General Weyler could not have committed. No rebels
in Pinar del Rio have surrendered, no arms have been
cmptured, only some two hundred and fifty men have
been killed or taken pl'isoners by the Spaniards. Gen
eral Weyler, is, however, acting as thougb the rebels
had suffered a decisive defeat, and is withdrawing some
twenty-seven thousand men from Pinar del Rio for
service in Havana, Matanzas, and the eastern prov
inces. Reliable information from Pinar del Rio is to
the effect that once the withdrawal of these twenty
seven thousand Spaniards is effected, the rebels will
assume a more aggressive policy, the more especially 60

as they have been reenforced by over one thousand men
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from the east. The rebels in Pinar del Rio will, there
fore, be quite as strong as they were six mouths ago,
and, moreover, all reports tend to show that they have
sufficient food supplies in thill dil,trict for several months
to come, in spite of SV8uitih official declarations to the
contrary. Dr. Zertucha, who surrendered after the
death of Maceo, estimates the number of I'ebels in the
fighting ranks now in P!nar del Rio as between seven
thousand and eight thousand, well armed, and with a
fair supply of amlUuuition. In these conditions the
rebels are in a pOllition to carryon a guerrilla warfare
for years, if necessary, against a very large body of
troops, always provided that ammunition can be ob·
tained and food is available. Expeditions have brought
and will continue to bring the former, the country con
tains the latter, so far as cattle, and other food animals
and edible roots are concerned."

This was exact. General Rius Rivera who suc
ceeded to the command and General Jos6 Maria Rod·
riguez, the supreme head of the Cubans in that prov
ince, fullowed the work mapped out by Maceo and the
patriot forces were stronger than ever. On January
the 6th, a cargo of over one thousand rifles, half a mil
lion cartridges, a cannon, and dynamite, was landed in
the western extremity of the island, under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel Rafael Perez Morales.

General Weyler's work in this province as well as in
the others, was one of extermination of the inhabitants
and destruction of property.

Iu Havana and Matanzas continuous skirmishes oc
curred. General Weyler marched through them con
tinuing his .. pacification," but after announcing it,

SO
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every day. the cable reported engagements even at the
gates of the capital.

The tactics and activity of the insurgents in these
districts was thus described by Mr. Ackers. the fearless
correspondent of the London Time8:

.. In the province of Matanzas there are some eight
thousand rebels scattered over the country in small
groups, in Havana. about six thousand, in Santa Clan,
probably ten thousand or mOore. The instructions is·
sued by the l'ebel commander-in·chief to the different
commanders ot these districts are of a most positive
character. The insurgents are to avoid fighting on all
possible occasions; they are only to return fire when
such is absolutely necessary in self-defense; wherever
they can do so they are to prevent any work being dOlle
on plantatious; they are to harass columns of troops
when suoh can be done without any great danger to
themselves."

The early days of December, 1896, found General
Maximo Gomez alld the Cuban Civil Government in
Sancti Spiritus. Eastward from the Juc&ro and Moron
trocha8, Cuba wasfl·ee. Twenty-five thousand patriob
under the direction of General Calixto Garcia held the
Spanial'ds ill the principal towns, prevented convoys
from relieving these island garrisons, captured arms
and ammunition and sunk with torpedoes such gun
boats as the Reclampago, in the Cauto River. Puerto
Pl'incipe aud Santiago were so completely in the power
of the Cubans that the war could have been prolonged
for ten years ill those provinces. even if the revolt had
ueen crushed west of the J ucaro trocha.

Genera.l Weyler, with one thousand five hundred
men marched into Santa Clara and established his
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headquarters in the capital of that province. Opposed
to him in February, 1897, was the wily Cuban general,
Gomez, who with a large force opel'ated within a radius
of forty miles from the Spauish leader, never allowiug
himself to be drawn into a decisive battle, however..
During the encouuters, General Weyler's own camp I

was fired upon, 80 near were the opposing forces.
At the end of the first year of hiB operations, Gen

eral Weyler was further from subduing the islaud than
ever; his army was reduced by disease and bullets, aud
all kinds of abuses in his management. of affairs, had
been unearthed.

On the other hand, the Cubans on the second anni
Vel'8llry of the uprising (February 24, 1897), had a com
plete civil organization, an effective army of thirty-five
thousand well equipped men, and active agents abroad
ready to send thousands of rifles and millions of car
tridges to the islalld. Coufident of ultimate triumph,
and with the pellinsula clamoriug for peace; the Cubans
would not accept anything at the hands of Spain, but
their independence. They regarded Spain as hopelessly
bankrupt and that her financial Waterloo arrived with
the loan she wrung from the peninsula in November,
1896, after her failure to negotiate one in foreign
markets.

In commenting on this loan, an English authority
bore out the Cuban contention, saying: .. The cost of
maintaining the Spanish army in Cuba increases
steadily as the food supplies of the country become ex
hUlUIted; aud all necessaries and provisiou~ have to be
imported from abroad. To continue the war until the
eud of this year, Spain will require 110 less a sum than
illOO,OOO,OOO-and mOl'e if all obligations are to be met,

- I
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the arrears in Cuba now amounting to $41,000,000.
With '100,000,000 Spain will, by one means or another,
sustain the war for the next eleven months, and thi~

sum she can obtain by the sale of the government
rights in the tobacco and salt monopolies of the
peninsula. When the proceeds of these two valuable
assets are expended, the end of Spani~h dominion in
Cuba will be near at hand, unless the unexpected hap
pens and the rebels are completely annihilated before
that date. III all human probllbility. however, this lat
ter contingenc1 will not occur, and we may therefore
e~pect to see the Cuban republicau government in
stalled in Havana in about eighteen months from
now.



CHAPTER XLV.

IN TlIB UNITED STATES.

Cuban sentiment in the United States is worthy of
extended mention j because there were but few c1asseB
hampered hy any feal" oC claimli fl"om Spain, or of bOllJ
hnl'lIllIent of portli by tiJat weak and decrepit natioll,
hilt also, heCalllitl herculean etl'orUl were made by Spain,
to deprive tile Cuban::! of the moral SUppOl't of the
American Republic: a million dollars were sent to the
Spanish Minister, at Washington, for special expenses
in illlluencing public opinion, and preventing any reso
lution being takell, favoring the cause of the island.
But all to no purpose; such assertions as-that the
revolutionists were only bandits, outcasts and negroes
were disproved hy the facts themselves. In ~'lo)'iua,

_ whel'e Cuban emigration was so numerous, cities 61'rang
up whel"e there were only sand banks, built hy the
activity of these so-called lazy and incapahle men; tbe
hanished Cuhans governed themselves; no thieves 01'\
1IIu1'uel"ers weut iuto the jail::!; .in the legislature, Cubans
finch as DI". Moreno, Colonel Feruando Figueredo allll
Corbet made laws; in Jacksonville, Huau was made
Mayor; Marti City was founded by the Patriots, as
Kcy West was the work of Cubans like Gato, Recio aud
Poyo. And all these men worked, without ever being
di::!couraged, for their native country, and were the Lest
examples of the energy aud enterprise, with which the
new Republic started.

613
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In every city of the United States, where tuere were
Cubans, they have strove their best, to have the DaDle
of their land respected; whether it was in commerce or
ill professions, if they did Dot attain the highest places

I -at least they occupied such as they were 1I0t at>hamclI
uf. Brigadier Emilio NUiiez, who wiellled the sword,
lIS well as he prepared the plans which pl'Ovided his
couutry with the necessary arms, was a respected mer·
chl\nt of Philadelphia; and the Presidellt of the Clubs
ill that city, was no less than the falllous Professor of
Pathology of the University of Pellns.rlv811ia, Dr. Juan
Guitems.

InNew York Dr. J oaquill Castillo, the subdelegate,
was a most faithful and active auxiliary to Mr. Palma,
and Colonel Manuel Sallguily, one of tIle most brillillllt
writers of America, ElII'iqne Jose Varoua, the ouly
Philosopher of Spall ish coulltries of this epoch, Nestor
Ponce de Leon, the Bibliophile and author, and such
men as the Poet SeHeu, the Journalist Trujillo, ZRJas,
Zaldo, GntielTez, Piena, Drs. Luis, Miranda, Henlla,
Portuoudo, Menocnl, Figueroa (Sotero), Rivas, Ponest.,
the Agramontes, and that most venerable ano perse
vering of patriots, Juan Fraga, all, with their lIames
and prestige, contribute4 to the success of the WOI"k of
the Cuban Delegation. All over this country, through
out its length and breadth, from every city, fl'OUl eve!"y
town, f!"Om every hamlet, there came the word" God·
speed" to the fighting Legions of Cuban Emaucipators.

Boards of Trade, organizations of every kiud, the
Legislatures of many states, wherner a group of t!"ue
Americau hearts were aSl'cmlJled. tlll'ir sentiments were
expressed in no unmistakable te1"l118. The American
Press, without any division of section, party or creed.
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declared that it was the ardent wish of the Mother
Republic to see Cuba throw off, once for all, the yoke
of medieval Spain.

Early in December, 1895, Mr. Tomas Estrada Palmll.
the Delegate Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Culm,
went to Washington, in order to obtain justice for his
country. He was accompanied in this work by the
Honorable Horatio S. Rubens, an American, who III

Cuba will never be able to repay for his services and
I>acrifices, th3 friend of Jose Marti, the liCelong alll]
brotherly companion of the author of these lines, 'lnd
the counsel of t,he Cubans from the time of the notori
ous .. Lagonda " and" Baracoa " affairs, to date. The
writer was chosen by Mr. Palma as Secretary of Lega
tion; and on the 11th of April, was promoted to
charge d'affaires and acting Minister at Washington,
and Mr. Ricardo Diaz Albertini, a most cultured
gentleman, was made second Secretary of Legation.
Mr. Palma presented to the State Department, an able
and moderate document, in which he pleaded fol' recog
nition of belligerency, and concluded, after examining
all the aspects of the case, with the following words:

.. In view of the history of this revolution as herein
stated, in view of the causes which led to it, its rapid
growth, its successes in arms, the establishment, opera
tion, and resources of the Government of the Cuuan
Republic, the organization, number, and discipline of
its army, the contrast in the treatment of prisoners to
that of the enemy, the territory in its control and suu·
ject to the carrying out of its decrees, of the futility of
the attempts of the Spanish Government to crush the
revolution, in spite of the immense increase of its army
in Cuba and of its blockade and the many millions
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spent for that purpose, the cruelties which on the part
of the Spanish have especially characterized this san·
guinary and fiercely conducted war, and the damage to
the interests of the citizens of this country under the
present conditions, I, as the duly accredited representa
tive, in the name of the Cuban people 'in arms who
have fought singly and alone against the monarch of
Spain for nearly a year, in the heart of a continent de·
voted to republican institutions, in the name of justice.
in the name of humanity, in the name of liberty, peti
tion )'OU, and through you the Government of the
United States of America, to accord the right of bel
ligerency to a people fighting for their absolute inde
pendence."

IN CONGRESS.

On the 3d of December, 1895, Mr. Call, of Florida,
the constant champion of Cuba, in the Senate, pre
sented the following resolution:

" Resolved, etc., That the Government of the United
States recognizes a condition of public war between the
Government of Spain and the Government proclaimell
and for some time maintained. by force of arms by the
people of Cuba; and the United States of America I

hereby declare that they will maintain a condition of
strict neutrality between the contending powers and
accord. to each all the rightlJ of belligerents in the ports
and. territory of the United States. The Congt'ess of
the United States protest and remonstrate against tIle
barbarous manner in which the war in Cuba has bepn
conducted, and the President is hereby authorized to
take such steps as may be expedient, in his judgment.,
to secure an observance of tIle laws of war as recognized
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by aU the civilized nations," on which he spoke on the
6th, two days after, saying:

"This Government is actually giving aid and com·
fort to the Spaniards against the Cubans. It is the
power of this Government, that to-day maintains the
Spanish army in the Island of Cuba. It is this Govern
ment which is responsible for the outrages. I do not
mean to say that it is the President, or his Cabinet, but
that it is this Goverument, and the attitude it occupies
in all its branches, in not declaring that those people
are entitled to belligerent rights in our ports and terri
tory, which to-day is maintaining the power of Spain in
the Island of Cuba.."

The resolution was referred to the Committee of
Foreign Relations. On the 29th of January, 1896,
Senator Morgan, of Alabama, reported the following
from the majority of the Commission:

"Resolved by the Senate (the House of Represen
tatives concurring,) That the present deplorable war
in the Island of Cuba, has reached a magnitude that
concerns all civilized nations to the extent that it
should be conducted, if, unhappily, it is longer to con·
tinue, on those principles and laws of warfare that are
acknowledged to be obligatory upon civilized nations
when engaged in open hostilities, including the treat
ment of captive~ who are enlisted in either army; due
respect to cartels for exchange of priRoners and for
other military purposes; truces and flags of truce; the
provision of proper hospitals and hospital supplies, and
services to the sick and wounded of either army; be it
further

"Resolved, That this representation of the views
and opinions of Congress be sent to the President; and
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if he concurs tllerein, that he will in a friendly spirit
use the good offices of this Government to the end tha.t.
Spain shall be requested to accord to the armies with
which it is engaged in war, the right8 of belligerents, II
the same are recoguized under tbe laws of nations,"
supporting it with a report, which expressed that:

"The devastation of Cuba ill the war that ill now
being waged, both with fire and sword, is an anxioU8
und disturbiz{g cause of unrest amoug the people of the
United States, which creates strong groullds of protest
against the continuance of tIle struggle for power be
tween Culm and Spain, which is rapidly changing the
issue to one of existence on the part of a great Humber
of the lIative population.

" It is neither just to the relations that exist between
Cuba and the United States, nor is it in keeping with
the spil'it of the age or the rights of humanity, that tbis
struggle should be protracted until one party or the
otller should become exhausted in the resources of men
alld money, thereby weakening both until they may
fall a prey to some stronger power, or until the

\ stress of human sympathy or the resentments en·
gendered by long and bloody conflict, should draw
into the strife, the unruly elements of neighboring
conn tries.

" This civil war. though it is great in its proportions,
and is conducted by armies that are in complete
organization, and directed and controlled by supreme
military authority, has not the safeguard of a cartel
for the treatment of wounded soldiers or prisonen at
war.

.. In this feature of the warfare. it becomes a duty of
humanity that the civilized powers should insist IIpon
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the application of the laws of war recogllized among
civilized natiolls, to both armies. As our own people
are drawn into this struggle on both sides, alld enter
either arlllY without the consent of our Government,
and ill viulation of our laws, their treatmellt when the.)'
may be wounded or captured, although it is not regu
lated by treaty and ceases to be a positive care of our
GoVel'lllUent, should not be left to the revengeful re
taliations which expose them to the fate of pirates or
other felous.

.. The illability of Spain to subdue the revolutionists,
by the measures, and within the time that would be
reasollilble when applied to occasions of ordinary civil
disturbance, is a misfortune that cannot be justly
visited upon citizens of the United States, nor clln it be
considered that a state of open civil war does not exist,
but that the D1o\"ement is a mere insurrection, and its
supporters a mob of criminal violators of the law, when
it is seen that it requires an army of olle hundred
thousand men and all thl naval and military power ofo
a great kingdom even to hold the alleged rebellion in
check.

.. It is due to the situation oC affairs in Cuba, that
Spain should recognize the existence of a state of war
in the island, and should voluntarily accord to the
armies opposed to her authority, the rights of belliger.
ents under the laws of lIations."

Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania, presented the views
of the minority, accompanied by a most lucid and com
plete sketch of the political history of Cuba. from 1869
to date. He went over the steps taken during General
Grant's administration and declared:

"The danger and the scandal of the Cuban situa·
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tion have beeu such as can be compared with nothing,
but the condition of Armenia. So serious did they be·
come, and so imminent was the peril, that in 1894.-95,
the Spanish Government at last adopted measures
looking to the partial satisfaction of Cuban demands.
These measures we need not discuss. They wel'e held
by the old insurgent party to be illusory and deceptive.
Anothel' attempt at independence was decided upon,
and ill February, 1895, the present" sanguinary and
fiercely couducteu war" broke out, "in some respects
more active than the last pl'eceding l·evoIt." In thus
characterizing the situation in Cuba as a state of war,
President Cleveland, like Secretary Fish, has cleared
the subject of all preliminary doubts. A state of war
exists in Cuba. With that, and with that alone, we
have to deal.

.. The precedents are clear, and if our action were to
be decided by precedent alone, we should not be able
to hesitate. The last great precedent, was that of the

. civil war which broke out in the United states in the
spring of 1861. In that instance, without waiting for
the outbreak of actual hostilites, further than the
bloodless attack at Fort Sumter and its surrender,
April 13, 1861, the British Government issued its pl'a
clamation of neutrality ou the 13th of May following,
before it had received official information that war ex
isted, except as a blockade of certain insurgent ports.
The French Government acted in concert with Great
Britain, but delayed the official announcement until
June. The Spanish Government issued its proclama
tion of belligerency June 17; and the first battle of
our war was not fought until July 21, or known at
Madl"id until August.
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" In this great instance. the outbreak of insurrection
and the recognition of belligerenc~·. were simultaneous.
The Uoited States protested against the precipitancy
of the act, and have never admitted its justice or
legality. Neither in 1869, nor in 1895. did the Presi
dent enforce the precedent against Spain. in regard to
the insurrection in Cuba. Not even ill 1875. when the
insurgents held possession of a great part of the island
and seacoast. with no restraint but the blockade, did
the United States recognize their belligerency.

.. Yet belligerency is a question of fact. and if de·
clared at all it should be declared whenever the true
character of neutrality requires it. or the exigencies of
law need it. The nature of such action may be politi.
calor legal or both. As a political act. impartiality re
quires, that belligerency should be recoguized wIlen.
ever existing in fact. its denial is equivalent to taking
part with one of the belligerents against the other. In
such cases the unrecognized belligerent has just ground
for complaint. The moral support of the neutral
government is given wholly to its opponent. That the

ICuban insurgents were belligerents in fact. as early as
, 1869. was expressly Rtated by Mr. Fish when he ex
plained the meaning he attached to his phrase regard
ing "the civil war now ravaging the island." The
word war in such conditions necessarily implies the fact
of belligerency. President Cleveland. in his annual
message of last month. informs us that the present war
is more active than the last preceding one.

.. Nevertheless, our Government has still refrained
from what 1\Ir. Fish called" any public recognition of
belligerent rights to the insurgents." No legal neces·
sity arose to require it, and the political exigency was
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not absolute. Yet. after the victor)' of Bayamo in the
month of Jnly last, when the insurgents defeated and
nearly captured the Captain-General, Martinez Campos,
amI gained Illilitary possession of the whole Eastern
half of the isll\ud, the fact of their belligerency was
estahlisllcd. and if further evidence was needed it was
fully given by the subsequellt victory at CoHseo on the
2-1th of December, when the insurgents drove the Cap
tain General back to Havana and gained military con
trol of the Western provillces.

.. If the Govel'llment of the United States still re
frained frol1l recognizing the belligerency of the iusur
gents after this conclusive proof of the fact, the l'eason
doubtless was that in the absence of any legal com
plicatiuns, the question became wholly political, and
that its tme solution must lie not in a recognition of
belligerency, but ill a recognition of independence•

.. Iu 1875, when the situation was very far from be
iug as serious 8S it is now, President Grant, after long
consideration of the difficulties involved in public
action, decided against the recognition of belligerency,
as an act which might be delusive to the insurgents,
and would certailliy be regarded as unfriendly as Spain.
He decided upon a middle course, The documents
above quoted show that he proposed to the Spllllil!h
GoVel'llmellt, a sort of intervention which 8hould es
tablish the independence of Cuba by a friendl), agree·
mellt, In doing so, he not only necessarily recognized
both parties to tIle cOIlBict as on an equal plalle, but
he also wfll'lled Spain, t1Jat, if Buch lJIediation should
not be accepted, direct illtervention would probably 1>6
deemed a necessity 011 the part of the United Stat€'s.

.. Spain prefene(l to pl'OlIJi:sc til the insurgents, tel'DlS
80 favol'aule as to caUl>e, for a time, the cessation of
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hostilities. Since then, twenty Jears hnye passed.
The insurrection, far from haYing ceased, bas taken
the proportion of a war, almost as destructive to our
own citizens, as to the contending parties. The inde
pelllience of Cuba was then regarded by the President
of the United States. as the object of llis intervention,
and has become far more inevitable than it was then.
Evidently the Government of the United States can
do no less, than to take up the subject precisely where
President Grant left it. and to resume the friendly
meditation which he actually began, with all the conse·
qDences which necessarily would follow its rejection.

•• Confident that no other action than this, accords
with our friendly relations with Spain, our just sym
patby wit.h the people of Cuba, and with our own dig.
nity and consistenc)', I recommend the following reso
lution to the consitlemtion of the Senate:

•• Reliolved, That the President is hereby requested
to interpose his friendly offices with the Spanish
Government, for the recognition of the independence
of Cuba."

.. On February 5th, Mr. Morgan reported the follow
ing concurrent resolution, as a Ilubstitute to the
previous one of the majori.ty."

.. Resolved, by the Senate ,(the House of Representa
tives concurring), That, in the opinion of .Congress. 1\

condition of public war exists between the Govel'1l
ment of Spain, and the government proclaimed and for
some time maiutained by force of arms by the people
of Cuba j and that the United States of America should
maintain strict neutrality between the contending
powers, and accord to each aU the rights of belligerents
in tile ports aud territory of the United States:'
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Senator Call, on February 20th, offered an amend·
ment reading thus: "That the United States recognize
the independence of the Republic of Cuba, proclaimed
at Jimaguayu under the presidency of Cisneros, KilO.

under the provisional constitution and form of Govern
ment proclaimed at Jimaguayu, on May, 1895:'

On that day, the debate on the war in Cuba com·
menced in the Senate. Senator Call again spoke. giv.
ing a historJ" of the island. Senator Lodge in an elo
quent and erudite peroration, defended Cuba and argued,
that with more reasons should the United States extend
the 8ympathies, "to an Armenia at our own doors" to
that other far away, the victim of Eastern despotism.

These paragraphs were applauded enthut>iastically :
.. Spain may ruin the island. She can never hold it,

or govern it again. Cuba now is not fighting merely
for independence. Those men are fighting, everyone
of them, with a price on their heads and a rope around
their necks. They have shown that they could fight
well. They are now fighting the battle of despair.
That is the condition to-day in that island. And here
we stand motionless, a great and powerful country not

I six hours away from these scenes of useless bloodshed
and destruction.

* * • * • *

\

\

\

.. In Cuba there is useless bloodshed, brutality,
cruelty, and destruction of life and pt'operty-all the
horrors that can accompany a savage war which is not
submitted to the rules of civilized warfare. Is our
civilization in the United States to break down, as the
civilization of Western Europe has broken down before
Armenia? J do not believe it to be possible. Of the
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sympathies of the American people, generous, liberty
loving, I have no question. They are with the Cubans
in their struggle for freedom. I believe our people
would welcome any action on the part of the United
States, to put an end to the ~rrible state of things ex
isting there. We can stop it. We can stop it peace
fully. We can stop it, in my judgment, by pursuing a
propel' diplomacy, and offering our good offices. Let it
once be understood that we mean to stop the horrible
state of things in Cuba, and it will be stopped. The
great power of the United States, if it is once invoked
and uplifted, is capable of greater things thau that.

• • * * * *
"We have the power to bring it to an end. I be

lieve that the whole American people would welcome
steps in that direction.

"Recognition of belligerency as an expression of
sympathy, is all very well. I think it is fully justified
by the facts in Cuba, but I should like to see some
more positive action taken than that. I think we can
not escape the responsibility which is so near to us.
We cannot shrug our shoulders and pass by on the
other side. If that war goes on in Cuba, with tile added
horrors which this new general brings wit:, him, the re
sponsibility is on us; we cannot escape it. We should
exert every influence of the United States. Standing,
as I believe the United States stands, for humani+.y and
civilization, we should exercise every influence ot' our
great country to put a stop to that war which is now
raging in Cuba and give to that island once more, peace,
liberty, and independence."

Senator Morgan, of Alabama, in a speech lasting
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several days, went over the whole ground of the Cuban
question, supporting his views with documentaryevi
dence froUl Spanish sources and with American quota
tions. lie was frequently interrupted by the fewop
ponents of the resolution, but he answered their objec
tions with most convincing facts. His memorable speech
constitutes by itself, a most thorough review of the
grievances of the Cubans, the history of the-war, tlu;
legal status of their case, and their justified claims for
recognition.

In the subsequent speech which he made, when the
report of the Conference Committee was made to the
Senate. he tore to pieces the ridiculous document which
Mr. Enrique Dupuy de Lome, the Spanish Ministel',
sent to the State Department. Senator Morgan bore
the brullt of the debate, alld by his undaunted and pel'.
sistent advocacy of the Cuban cause, gained the sincer
est and most eterual grl\titude of the Cuban people.

Senator Gray, of Delaware, who had so ably de
fended General Carillo and his companions, at Wilming
ton, Del., and who, therefore, could by personal knowl
edge, judge the men eugaged in the revolution, said in
his speech:

" Cuba is again gravely disturbed. An insurrection, I

in some resrects more Rctive than the last preceding
revolt, which continued from 1868 to 1878, now exillts
in a large part of the eastern intel'ior of the island,
menacing evell some populations on tIle coast. Besides
derallgiug the commercial exchanges of the i8lan~ of
which our cf,untry takes the predominant share, thi,;
flagrant condition of hostilities, by arousing sentimental
sympathy, and ':nciting adventurous snpport among onr
people, has entailed earnest effort on the part of tbiI
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Government, to enforce obedience to our neutrality
laws, and to prevent t1le territory of the United States,
from being abused as a vantage ground, from which to
aid those in arms against Spanish sovereignty.

* * * * * *
"Though neither the warmth of our people's sym

pathy with the Cuban insurgents, nor our 1088 and ma
terial damage consequent upon the futile endeavors
thus far made to restore peace and order, nor any shock
our humane sensibilities may have received from the
cruelties which appear to especially characterize this
sanguinary and fiercely conducted war, have in the
least shaken the determination of the Government to
honestly fulfil every international obligation. yet it is
to be earnestly hoped, on every gronnd. that the devas
.tation of armed conflict may speedily be stayed, and
order and quiet restored to the distracted island, bring
ing in their train the activity and thrift of peaceful
pursuits.

"Mr. President, we might as well be ashamed to own
our own mothers. as to attempt to deny or conceal the
origin of our own free institutions. They sprung from
revolution; they were achieved by our fathers with
arms in their hands, and from that day to this, there
never has been the suggestion that the flag of freedom
had been unfurled anywhere, that the hearts of the
American people did not go out in sympathy and en·
couragement, to the people struggling to uphold it
Therefore it is becoming in us, and entirely within lIli
the proprieties which should govern a great nation like
this, which, I admit, should in its foreign relations and
in the conduct of its dil'lornatic intercourse be moder-
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ate, self· respecting, and selI-restrained-that we should
give expression, dignified and proper expression, to the
sympathy of the American people for the struggling
patriots who are llOW upholding the cause of self-gov-

Iernment in that fair island on our southern borders."

* * * * * *
Senator Stewart, of Nevada, spoke in these strong

terms:
"We cannot stand by longer and permit the existing

condition to continue, without receiving and deserving
the reproach of all mankind."

On the 24th of February, 1896, Senator White, of
California, submitted this amendment:

" Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representa
tives concurring), That the Senate contemplates with
solicitude, and profound regret, the sufferings Bud de
struction accompanying the civil coufiict now in pro-'
gress in Cuba. While the United States have not in
terfered, and will not, unless their vital interests so de
mand, interfere with existing colonies and dependencies
of any European Government on this hemisphere,
nevertheless, our people have never disguised and do
not now oonceal their sympathy for all those who strug
gle patriotically, as do the Cubans now in revolt, to ex
ercise, maintain, and preserve the right of self-govent
ment. Nor can we ignore our exceptional and close
relations to CU9a, by reason of geographical proximity,
and our con~equent grave interest in all questions af
f~cting the control, or well-being of that island. We
trust that the executive department, to whose investi
gation and care our diplomatic relations have been
committed, will at as early a date as the facts will
warrant, recognize the belligerency of those who are
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maintaining themselves in Cuba in armed opposition to
Spain, and that the influence and offices of the Uuited
States Illay be prudently, peacefully, and effectively ex
erted, to the end that Cuba may be enabled to establish
a permaneut government of her own choice."

In speaking of this resolution, he presented to the
Sonate a masterly brief on the laws of neutrality.

In the course. of Senator White's speech he said:
.. I do 1I0t believe that the Cubans han achieved inde·
pendence, and will Dot vote tllat to be a fact which I
know not to be a fact." This called for one of the
most ardent pleas for Cuba, and was one of the most
beautiful pieces of spontaneous oratory. Quivering
with emotion, Senator Vest answered:

"I do not agree with the views of the Senator from
California, as to the recognition of the independence of
a foreign country, or a foreign people struggling for
their rights to self-government. If the doctrine be cor·
rect, that all vestige of military power on the part of
the mother country, or the couutry that seeks to put
down the insurrection, must be swept away before we
can act, then our action is simply brutum fulmen, alld
amounts to nothing. The people themselves, have HI
ready strllck the blow that made them free, and we rnn
onl)' accept results, and say that the fiat of the god of
battles, has been put upon their endeavor to assert theil' .
right to govern themselves. If we as the great He
public of the world, mean to stand by these people who
are imitating us, and endeavoring to make a government
for themselves like that of this country, we mllst help
them in their hour of need, and if we do not go so far
as to do it by arms, whioh is not advocated by anybody
in this Chamber or out of it, we can at least do it, by
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stating to the world, that we believe the attempt of the
monarchy of Spain to suppress this insurrection, as they
term it, this endeavor to form a republic upon the
Island of Cuba, is absolutely hopeless and desperate, 88

I believe under God it is tCHlay. There will never
come the hour when Spain can reassert her dominion
over the Island of Cuba. It is impossible that she
should do so, and I speak from the great teachingB of
history and experience.

•• Sir, the course of Spain upon this continent is
marked with blood. There was a time when the Span
ish dominion extended almost from the southern limits
of the United States, to the farthest and southernmost
point in South America. No American can ever forget
those burning pages of Prescott, that describe the con
quest of Mexico and the conquest of Peru when the
Spaniards, with the lust for gold and the lust for blood,
marked their terrible pathway across the countries lying
south of us. Of all those vast dominions won by
blood, won through torture and fire, there remains to
day to this toothless old wolf, the single island of Cuba.
And Spain to-day, like Giant Despair in that wonder
ful picture of Bunyan, almost helpless, sits at the door
of the dark cave of despotism and grins with impotent
rage at the procession of splendid Republics, that march
on in the progl'ess toward civilization and liberty.

"Mr. President, that wolf can never retain that
single cub. Never can Spain hold the island of Cuba.
within sight of the Republic of the United States, bllt
five hours away from us, after she has lost all the South
American provinces, after she has been unable to hoM
one foot of soil south of 118, in all the wide area of the
aouthern half of this continent."
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A:;ked by Senator Lindsay what proportion, if any,
of the people of Cuba are in sympathy with Spain in
her attempt to suppress this revolution, Senator Vest
concluded with this fervid period:

.. None from my information, and I have read from
the Spanish press, for the Cubans have no press. From
the Svanillh press, under the espionage of the Spanish
authorities, it can be proven that every Cuban is in
sympathy with the patliotic endeavor to achieve inde
pendence and self-government, upon that island. No
instance can be found, in which a people combined and
confederated and unanimous as they are, a mnlion and
a half of people, have ever been subjugated except by
extermination. Why, sir, what American boy does not
recollect that burning oration of Henry Clay, the great
orator of the West, when he spoke for Greece in 1824,
and when he predicted that so long as Thermopylae
and Marathon were there, no Greek would lay down
hill nrms before the Turkish power?

.. Weare told now that these are negroes, mulattoes,
Indians who are fighting for independence. So much
the more cause why we should sympathize with them,
allll say God help them in their dire extremity. Lib
erty lives with the poor and the oppressed, not with
the wealthy and the powerful. It throbs in the breast
of the caged bird, and has gone with martyrs to the
stake, and kissed their bUrJling lips as the spirit wiuged
its flight to God. Liberty cannot be extinguished,
when a people are unanimous in defence of the rights
which God has given them. If these people, ignoraut
and poor, struggling against this despotism, have im
itated us, why shQuld we content ourselves with the
poor expression of sympathy with their cause?
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"It is a mere farce for us to do anything else than
declare before the world, that we believe the cause of
the Spaniard is hopeless in the island of Cuba.

* * * * * * * *
"We are confronted now with one overwhelming,

overruling, absolute, and determinate question in thi:s
deLate. Shall we, the gl'eat exemplar of republican in
stitutiulls throughout the world, declare that in our
opinion the people of Cuba are able to maintain their
independence and have achieved it? Are we to wait
until that island is desolated by fire and sword? Are
we. a Christian and God-fearing people, to stand silent
and dumb, while the Spanish Governor, called a gen
eral, declares that he jntends to pen up the people of
CulJa, and butcher them into subjection to the Spanish
throne? Sir, if we do it, God will curse us. If we do
this thing, and stand here until a desert has been made
of that splendid island, you may be certain that the
time will come when there will be retribution npon us
as n. people, because we have not been true to the task
assigned us by Providence, because we have not cher
ished the legacy of self-government, as bequeathed to us
by our fathers."

Ou the same day the chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the House of Representatives, Mr.
Hitt, of Illinois, submitted the following report, greeted
with great applause:

"The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was
referred House resolutions Nos. 34, 47, 89, and 157,
having fully considered the same, and the numerous
petitions relating to the same subject, report the follow
ing concnrrent resolutions, as l], substitute for the sev
eral said resolutions, and recommend their adoption.
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.. Resolved by the House of Representatives (th~

Senate concurring), That in the opinion of Congress a
state of public war exists in Cuba, the parties to which
arc entitled to belligerent rights, and the United States
should observe a strict neutrality between the belli,ger
ents.

.. Resolved, That Congress deplores the destruction
of life and property, caused by the war now raging in
that island, and believing that the only permanent solu
tion of tIle contest, equally in the interest of Spain, the
people of Cuba, and other nations, would be in the 8S

tablishment of a government by the choice of the people
of Cuba, it is the sense of Congress that the govenl.
ment of the United States should use its good offices
and friendly influence to that end.

"Resolved, That the United States has not inter.
vened in struggles between any European governmeut,
and their colonies on this continent j but from the very
close relations between the people of the United States
and those of Cuba, in consequence of its proximity and
the extellt of the commerce between the two peoples,
the present war is entailing such losses upon the people
of the United States, that Congress is of the opinion
that the government of the United States should be
prepared to protect the legitimate interests of Ameri
cans by intervention, if necessary."

On the 28th of February, the Senate declared itself
to be in favor of granting belligerent rights to the
struggling patriots in Cuba. It was a memorable ses
sion; the galleries listened with close attention, ap
plauding aU sentiments favorable to liberty j they were
crowded to the utmost, and long files of people waited
at every door for an opportunity to listen to the debate.
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Senator Lindsay, of Kentucky, took an advanced posi
tion as to the duty of the United States toward Cuba,
and brought forth one of the most powerful arguments
ad v8nced in the debate, that the United States, by M)-·

ing repeatedly to Spain" Your possession of the island
shall be protected against all foreign countries, e\'en if
it be necessary to call upon the naval and milita,"y
resources of this country to protect you," could 1I0t

shrink from the responsibility, and duty, it incurred
toward the people of Cuba. The following paragraphs
are a synthesis of his position:

"Having assumed that position seventy years ago,
having sustained that position through all the years
that have intervened since 1823, having declared that
Cuba can not have good government at the hands of
France or Great Britain or any other liberal and pro
gressive country, have we not at the same time assumed
a duty cOl"relative in its extent, to the claim that we as
sert? Can we say to the people of Cuba, can we say
to the civilized world, that unless Cuba unaided can se
cure her independence, she shall remain for all time to

Icome, under all circumstances, in every contingency,
subject to the rule of Spain, and ut the same time shiI-k
the responsibility of saying to Spain, •III consideration
of this guaranty we have the right to demand that JOu
shall gi ve to the people of Cuba some sort of respecta.
ble gove1'llment, some sort of protection to person and
property, l\ system of ndministl'ation that to some ex·
tent cOlllmel\lls itself to the enIiglltened civilization of
the age ill which we live'? J insist that ~e, having ns
serted these great rigllts, having claimed t1.is high au.
thority, having become sponsor to the world, that Spain
shall contillue to dominate this island, can 110t escape
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responsibility, if we fail to see that Spain treats the
people with some degree of justice. A11 during these
seventy years that we have been guaranteeing Spain's
possession, upholding Spain's authority over Cuba, af
fairs have been growing steadily worse.

.. I do not pretend to say that Spain would not give
Cuba good government if tihe could, but that the finan
cial condition of Spain, has reached that point at which
she can not live, without virtually confiscating the fruits
of the labor of all the people of Cuba, and if the im
positious in the way of taxation annually taken from
the people of Cuba under the Spanish Government,
have not been exaggerated by Senators on this floor
who profess to speak b.r authority, then [ say that in
each year the profits which result from every Cuban's
labor, the profits which result from every Cuban enter
prise, and the profits which follow the cultivation of
the richest soil upon the face of the earth, are taken
from the people of Cuba and turned into the coffers of
Spain, to enable that country to maintain its standing as
a European power. Cuba can not get good govern
ment at the hands of Spain, because Spain'8 condition
will not permit her to give it good government.

• • • • • •
"If it be true that it is but a question of money,

then why should not an overture be made to Spain, not
in an offensive way, not with any view to ultimate hos
tilities, but in the interest of common humanity, and
why shall not Spain treat, upon the hasis of affairs aa
they exist, for the sl1l'render of her control over this
island for a consideration which the Cuban l,eople may
be able to pay? In the past, propositions like this have
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been made, and have not been regarded as cause for of·
fence. Why, then, shall not the United States not
only propose to Spain that she shall, for a fair consider
ation, part with her right to dominate Cuba, but, if
uecessary, announoe that the Government of the United
States, having that deep and abiding interest in Cuba
outlined by Mr. Adams, and by all his successors, 'will
guarantee that Cuba shall keep, and perform the oblig-c\
tions she may thus incur? Something must be done.
It will not do to say that we merely hope for the close
of a useless, unnecessary and wicked war, which can
terminate only in the abject subjeotion or annihilation
of the Cuban people, or in their independenoe. We
can not longer answer at the bar of public opinion, nor
to our own oonsciences, by claiming that we are not our
brother's keeper. We have made ourselves the keeper
of this brother, and If we shrink from the duties W~

have thus voluntarily assumed, the blood of that brother
will cry out from the ground against us."

The venerable Senator from Ohio, Mr. Sherman, who
since the last revolution has been one of the truest
friends of the Cuban oause, said that he felt that the
time had come when the United States must intervene
to put an end to crimes almost beyond description. Hc
referred to several pamphlets presented by Mr. Estrada
Palma, the agent and representative of the Cubans in
this country. Mr. Sherman said the statement showed
the organization of a Legislature, of the army, of the
President-the latter a man of high character. It was
as complete an organization as the United States h&d
dt1l1ng the Hevolutionary War.

The rules of war obscl'verl by the Cubans wcre hu
mane and honorable, showing none of the barbarous
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ferocity of the Spanish troops. The Senator read from
the orders of General Maximo Gomez, showing the hu
muue treatment ordered for prisoners. It was in stlik
ing contrast with the murderous comse of General
Weyler, the Spanish commander.

Senator Sherman scathingly denounced General Wey
ler, and said:

.. Now we come to the saddest aspect of this ques
tion. Spain has evidently withdrawn Campos, who
was a friendly, fair, and open ruler. and who sought in
every way he could, to bring about some agreement be
tween the two countries, because they are now two sep
arate countries. Campos was withdrawn, and there was
put in his place a Spanish general of renown, who has
been long in the army, is well known, and of late has
been christened' the butcher.' Events have happened
within the Il\8t thirty days that have changed the whole
of my feeling in regard to this matter. This mall
Weyler, if we can judge by what he has done, and if
he is to be judged by what he threatens to do, is one
of the worst men who could be sent there to pacify a
people or to compel them to sUrl'ender. His warfare is
massacre. He openly avows it.

• • • • • •
.. We have seen that this actual tragedy has already

commenced. I read in the morning paper-it is open
to all-the account of abont the first battle which has
been fOlJght there since the arrival of this general, and
the murder of llnoffending prisoners. I wish to say
upon my own responsibility, that if this line of conduct
is pursued by Spain in Cuba, and the people of the
United States are informed of its conditions as they
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are narrated daily in the public papers, there is DO

earthly power that will prevent the people of the l"uited
States from going over to that island, running all over
its length and breadth, and driving out from th~ little
Island of Cuba these barbarous robbers, and imitntOlli
Df the worst men who ever lived in the world.

• • • • • •
.. But Cuba lies right at our shore. A few hours

will carry us across to Havana, the capital of that
beautiful island, which is rich in productioll, which
contains the best sugar lands in the wodd, a country
capable of holding five million people and giving them
active and prosperous employment-people of a gClltle
and kindly race, not disposed to warfare, unless it be to
resent intrusion and tyranny.

.. Sir, whatever may be the result of the adoption of
this measure, I desire to take my share of responsibility
in connection with it, and with a confidence in the
judgment of the Almighty Ruler of the Universe, I be
lieve it will be wise if we can assist, and all the other
nations of America concur, in securing to the people of
Cuba the same liberties we now enjoy."

Mr. Gallinger, of New Hampshire, graphically de
scribed the wrongs which Spain inflicted 011 Cuba, and
ended his remarks with the following phrases:

.. I shall vote for the strongest resolution that is now
before the Senate or that may be presented to this
body, and that vote will be cast with a feeling of pride,
and in the hope that it may do something tOW:lrd
securing for the people of Cuba, the God-given blessings
of freedom, self.government, and national independence.
I am grateful that as a Senator from one of the origiual
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thirteen states, I am permitted to-day to voice tIle senti
mentsof the patriotic descendants of Stark and Webster,
in behalf of human liberty and humall rights, I esteem
it a glorious privilege to be permitted to leave tlie
legacy to my children and children's children, of having
united my voice and given my vote in un effort to reo
lease a liberty-loving people from the ignoble bondllge
of oppression and cruelty. It will be a mighty gain to
education, to religion and to civilization, when the
Republic of Cuba takes its lJlace among the nations of
the world."

Senator Frye, of Maine, in his short speech, expressed
the indignation of the American people lit the un
wart'anted seizure in the United States ports, of vessels
c81Tying supplies to the Cubans. These were his burn
ing words:

,. I am weary and heartsick to see this splendid
Republic of ours, its foundation stones the equal rights
of man, doing day after day and month after mont II
police duty for the most wicked despotism there is
to-day on this earth. When I read two or three days
ago, that a vessel carrying arms, ammunition, supplies,
and a few men to aid the Cuban insurgellts, had been
successfully seized by the United States of America, I
recognized the fact of the supremacy of law; but I was
mortified and humiliated beyond expression, and I
should have been delighted if I could have read in the
very next item that Almighty God, without destroyillg'
innocent human life, hlld sent a commotion of natul'£',
a grand tidal wave, or a spout of water, and had sellt
skyw&t'd the seizing vessel, and had sent the SUCCOI'

ing ship Cubaward; I should have rejoiced beyond
measure.
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.. Sir, I never can forget what I felt when I read io
the press years and years ago, that a poor black muo
escaping from slavery, bad been seized by a United
Siates marshal, aided by a regiment of United States
soldiers, in the streets of Boston, l'ight in front of the
Cradle of Libel'ty, and had been manacled and sent
back into slavery. I recognized that the law had been
villdicated; but there was 110t a humane or a Christian
man 01' wOlllan ill the entire North, who would not hava
thanked God, who would 110t have rejoiced without
limit, if He, in His divine providence, had right at that
time, paralyzed the strong arm of the law, and the poor
slave had gone free.

n Sir, I say I am tired and wearied with doing polico
duty for thill despotism of Spain, and I look upon these
resolutions and the action of Congress now, as the first
step in calling a halt.

.. My creed in these regards has no thirty.niDe
IIrticles. It is a very brief one. These insurgeuts ill
this bea utiful, but ill-fated and cruelly misgoverlled
island, have my profoundest sympathies. I cannot for
get, as the Sell8tor from Massachusetts (Mr. Lodge)
just said, that where we had one just cause to rebel
against the Mother Country, these men have llCOl'es u
just for their rebellion; and I shall do or say or vote
anythillg, consistent with the honor and the integrity
of the Republic, which shall, in my opinion, promote
the success of the Cuban patriots, who al'e to-day 1'0
bravely struggling to wrest liberty from the iron grasp
of a cruel and relentless despotism."

Mr. Caffery, of Louilliana, was the only one who de
fended Spain. Mr. Allen, of Nebraska, who presented
this resolution:



IN THE UNITED STATES. 641

II Resolved, etc., That the President of the United
States be, and he is hereby, authorized and requested
to issue a proclamation, recognizing the Republic of
Cuba as it existll 111luer the COllstitution and form of
goverJIment proclaimed at Jimaguayu, unuer President
Cislleros, in the mouth of May, A. D., 1895, as a free
auu independent nation, and according the envoy ex
tmol'dinary alld miuister plenipoten tiary of said Re·
public, all the rights and privileges accorded to the en·
voy extraoruinary and minister plenipotentiary of the
Govel'llfilent of Spain," closed the debate, refuting the
feeble arguments of his colleague, his opinions are em
bodied in these words:

II I urn decidedly iu favor of the adoption of a reso·
lution, that will not only recognize the belligerent
l'ights of tIle Cubans, but which will recognize their
complete independence, and will invite the President of
the United States, as the recognized head of the ex
ecutive department of our GoYernment, to issue a
proclamation to this effect, and to admit to our diplo.
matic circles a representative of the Republic of Cuba
upon terms of exact quality witll the representative of
the Government of Spain. If r had it within my power,
I would go further than this. I would say to Spain,
.. Your treatment of the Cubans for the last fifty yeanl
has been brutal and inhuman; you have shocked the
moral sense of the civilized world, you have put your·
self in an attitude to in vite the lllli versal execration of
all good people, and all civilized nations; you have
stifled the .cries of the Cubans for liberty, and havt'
drenched every acre of their soil with the blood of in·
nocent men, women aud children, and now, in the
spirit of our free institutions, the people of the United
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States. being the chief guardians 1I11l1 advocates of
pupular liberty upon this helllisl'here. will require you
to relax Jour hold upon these people. and give to them
that freedom and right of self.government. that is in
alienable to all people."

1\h. Pasco. of Florida. wanted the resolutions made
joint. so as to enlist the President in this actiou :

.. The reasou against adoptillg a • joint' resolution,"
. said ~Ir. Sherman... is that the president would Le

compelled to act within tell days, while a •concur
rent' resolution will express the wish of Congress, allli
allow tlle President to act when circumstances war
ran t."

1\11', Cameron offered an amelltlmeut for exteudiug
the frieudly offices of the UuileJ States to Spain, for
the recognitioil of the indepeudence of Cuba,

.. I am authorized by the Committee on Foreign
Relatious to accept that Rmeudment," said l\h. Sher
man. Mr, Sherman moved to lily on the table the reso
lution of 1\11'. White, of Califol'llia. Tl,e 1lI0tion to
table prevailed, yeas, 57 , naJs. 12. This hfl'onled the
first test of the Senate, against a limited sJmpathetic
resolution.

MI'. Allen's resolution was also tabled, the \'otes ue. l

ing 52 yeas; 17 na~'s, The \'ote now came, on tlle~

resolutions recommended b,y the committee;
Resol ved by the Senate (the House of Representa.

tives conclll'l'ing). Tlmt, in tile opinion of Congress, l\

condition of pnblic wlIr exists hetween the Govel'llmeut
of Spain and the Governlllent proclaimed and fOl' some
tillle maiutained by fOl'ce of arms by tLe people IIf
Cuha; alld that the United States of AmeJ'il'a t;IJOuld
maintain a strict neutrality Letweeu the coutemling
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powers, according to each all the rights of belligerents
in the ports aud terrritory of the V nited States.

Resul ved further, That the friendly offices of the
United States should be offered by the President to the
Spanish Government for the recognition of the inde
pendence of Cuba.

The roll call proceeded amid breathless interest-the
vice-president announced the result:

.. Yeas-Hepublicans: Allisou, Baker, Brown,
Bunows, Cameron, Cannon, Cal'ter, Chandler, Clark,
Cullom, Davis, Dubois, Elkins, Frye, Gallinger, Gear,
Hawley, Lodge, McBride, McMillan, 1\1autle, ~1itchell,

(Ore.), Nelsoll, Perkins, Pritchard, Proctor, Quay,
Sherman, Shoup, Squire, Teller, Thurston, Warren and
Wilsou .

.. Democrats: Bacon, Bates, Berry, Call, Cockrell,
Dalliel, Faulkller, Gibson, Gorman, Gray, Hill, Irby,
Jones, (Ark.), Lindsay, Martin, l\1il1:l, Morgan, Pasco,
Roach, Smith, Turpie, Vest, Walthall and White.

.. Populists: Allen, Butlel', Jones, (Nev.), Kyle, Pef.
fer aud Stewart.

•• Nays-RelJublicans: Hale, Morrill and Wetmore.
"Democrats: Caffery, Chilton and George.
"Populists: None.
"Total-Yeas, 64: nays, 6,"
For one instant, there was a lull, and when the gal.

leries realized that the Cuban Resolutions had been
adopted, tlley uurlit into loud applause, which was with
difficulty checked by the vresiding officer. The people
of Spain interpreted tile passage of the resolutions as
au iusult, aud popular demonstrations against the
United States, were inuulgell in through the Peninsula.
()ue of the must \'iolent WlIS at Barcelona, where ten
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thousand persous, headed b,r members of the Chamber
of Commerce, attacked the United States Consulate.
Other outbreaks occurred of less importance and the
press was most violent against this country; but Spain
apologized for all. This iutimidation did 1I0t deter
the House of Representatives frol11 passing the resolu
tions reported to that body by its committee i Messrs.
Hitt, Smith, Cummings, ~Ic('reary, Adams, Sulzer,
Thomas, Woodman, McCall and others, made short
but eloquent speeches in llupport of the action recom·
mended. l\Iestlrs. Boutelle, Turner, Tucker, and Draper
were agaiust them. The resolutions put to vote resulted
in their passage by an overwhelming majority of 263,
against 17. The announcement of the result was re
ceived with tremendous applause, by both House aud
galleries.

The resolutions now went to a Conference Committee
of both bodies, which accepted the House ResolutiolJs,
these were brought bl'fore the Senate on the 10th of
March.

The Spanish Minister in the meanwhile, against all
propriety and diplomatic usage, entered the newspaper
areua, to discuss the action of Congress, and to
criticize the statements of several Senators; and after
ward, Mme. de Lome, also, allowed herself to go into
print. The wtiter answered the gentleman in a num
ber of letters, to which he could not reply. This trick
of Mr. Dupuy de Lome, diverted the attention from
the Cuban Resolutions. His strictures were warmly
answered by Senators Lodge, Teller, Chandler and
Morgan.

The limited number of Spain's friends now deter
mined au a polic,Y of filibustering, possible anI,)' under
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the rules of the Senate. Mr. Hale, of Maine, changing
his opinions expressed as to the Allianca affair, when he
declared:

.. It is but a question of time when the United States
must take possession of the Island of Cuba. It not
on1)' is a very desirable piece of property, but it!
llatlll'"lIy belongs to tllis country. It would be worth
fully :fc500,OOO,OOO to the United States. It would
never do for Spain to try to dispose of it to some
other lIation, for the United States would not permit
such negotiations to be consummated. The United
States should take early steps to acquire possession of
Cuba, either by annexation or otherwise,"-now be
came the decided knight of fair Castile, and of her
tyr8nll)' in America, and together with Senator Hoar,
who before was willing to vote for Senator Cameron's
resolution favoring independence; alld Senator CafferJ',
who repeated his previous attacks against the patriots,
Senator Chilton, who opposeu any action because" we
have at home • wrongs which need assistance,' we have
at home • rights which lack assistance,' we have at
home •a good that we may do.' That work now de
mands our whole time, our whole treasure, alld ouri
whole capacity," aIHI Senator Palmer, made useless all
the efforts of the stalwart champions of Cuba, Mor
gan, Gray, Sherman, Lodge, Call, Chandler, Stewart
and Allen to get to a vote.

In this discussion, two powerful voices were raised
in Cuba's behalf. Senator Hill with these ringing
words:

.. While the true policy of this government is that
I)f peace--llot peace at any price, but peace with honor
-and while our general policy is that of non-inter-
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vtantion in tIle affairs of oUler countries, yet let me re
peat what has been so often stated here and else
where, that as one of the free States among nations
one of the greatest of Republics-it is impossible that

, om principles, our sentiments, and our example should
not produce effect upon tIle opinions and hopes of s0

ciety throughout the civilized world; and if other
peoples, no matter in what quarter of the globe.
whether near our own shores or in the distant waters
of the Pacific, imbued with the same spirit of liberty,
catclling the ill~piratioll of our success, desire to found
a repuhlic and throw off' the shacklEs of a monarchy. if
we can nnt consistently give them a helping hand. at
least we should not retard them; we should not crush
them; we should not f.'own upon them; we should
110t stand lip so straight as to lean over backward
against tllem in the exercise of a strict and cold
neutrality; hilt on the contrary. we shollld enconrage
and che<>r them in all the ways and methods permiJr
sible lIndel' the wise rules of intel'l1ational law. In
sllOrt, such efforts on our part, a~ well as our sympa
thies, should be el(,tended to e\'ery people struggling
to be free from the burdens, oppressions, and wrongH
of monarchial government.

U We can not ignore tIle fact that we set them their
exam pIc. 'Ve are responsible for the lessons we have
taught the world. We established the doctrine that
the right of revolution fllr just cause, exists. Who so
craven as now wants to abandon it?

• * * * * *
.. The people of the United States have chosen tlJelr

side ill that great conflict which is constantly beiDg
85
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waged, sometimes quietly, secretly, and peacefully,
sometime!! openly, through revolution and bloodshed.

• • • • • •
.. CuLa now wants to join the procession of republics,

that it lIlay receive with us the blessings of liberty allll
good government. God grant that she may succeed.
Bnt whether she succeeds or not, we shall at least
have the proud cOllsciousness that we have discharged
our dut)' to it, to maukind, and to liberty.

.. Ltt us discharge our duty as we understand it, amI
as we see it at this time. Let the future take care of
itself. What position we may safely, wisely, aud con
sistently take ill this crisis, I have already indicated.
Let us go no further at this time. Let us not alltici
pate events, but leave future conditions and situations
to be solved when they arise. In cOllclullion, permit
me to quote the appropl'iate wordll of Daniel Webster
ill his great llpeech in the House of Representatives in
1823, in behalf of the virtual recognition of Grecian
independence, when he said:

U What part it becomes this country to take, on a
question of this sort, so far as it is called upon to take
:my part, can not be doubtful. Our side of thill ques
tion is settled for us, even without our own yolition.
Our history, our situation, our chal'acter, necessarily
decide OUI' position, and our course, before we have even
time to ask whether we have an option. Our place is
Oil the side of free institutions." And Senator Mills
who exclaimed:

.. How proud we must be as American citizens, to
stand guard over that atrocious villain, who is again in
Cuba in his work of death and desolation, but who
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would not be there to.day, if the United States would
draw her sword, as it is her duty to do. If we will not
permit England, France, or Germany to extricate these
wretched and persecuted peeple from the clutches oC
Spain, our honor demands that we shall do it ourselves.
With what lofty pride our American mothers, wives.
and daughters, must look upon the eDl'apturing scene of
a Span ish bullfighter -at the head of a horde of armed
brigands, demanding of a helpless, innocent girl to de
cide between her life and her honor r How their eye...
must burn with unwonted brightness, and their cheeks
suffuse and glow with gratified pride, when they look
on Weyler, with the Stars and Stripes above his head
and falling in rich folds around hi!.' shoulders, and the
royal bird of Jove fanning his cheeks with the feathera
of his outstretched wings, while he bids an innocent
girl to choose between his, and the embrace:s of his brn
tal minions. How proud must all our men be, sons of
the sires who hung that standard in the st.,rDll' of a
hundred battles, who saw it ride in triumph on land.
and lakes and oceans, and never once did the smen of
the stain of dishonor rests within its folds, now see it
guarding the wretch who slaughters unarmed men, vio
lates unprotected women, and gives their homes to the \
flames, and their flesh to the eagles. Oh Columbia, gem
of the ocean, your children have boasted of their civili·
zation, their freedom, their prowess. How is the
mighty fallen, the strong staff broken, and the beautiful
rod r Columbia, the mighty God who called thee out
of the deep, placed in your hands, the burning brand to
enlighten the world, and lead its downtrodden humanity
to higher aud better altitudes. You were never in
tended for a jailer. Your fair waist was never designed
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to be encircled hy the belt of a Spanish bullfighter, nor
your fail' hunds to carry the keys of Spanish dungeons,
where victims of despotism were loaded with chains,
because, taught by your precepts and example, they as
pit'ed to climb to the mountain tops where you stood."

After three weeks of dilatory tactics on the part of
the opponeuts of any measure of sympathy whatever,
the friends of Cuba grasped the situation created; they
then became conviuced that the aim of Spain was to
prevent the passage of any resolution. Mr. Dupuy de
Lome was publicly telegraphing: That a reaction had
occurred in the House and among the people of the
United States, and that the matter would be dropped.

But the joy of Weyler, and tbe Minister, W8.& of short
duration; the resolutions went again into conference,
and tbe House Committee finally accepted the Senate
Resolutions.

They were reported on the 3d of April. Mr. Hitt,
in an able speech, explained the reasons that had de
termined the Conference Committee to change its first
stand, and paid a glowing tribute to the heroism and
virtues of the Cuban soldiers, closing his applauded ora·
tion thus:

" We are under no obligations to favor Spain and op
pression, as against Cuba and freedom. The truth is,
that in sucb matters as these, there are no friendships.
Friendship is no sentiment, any more than would be
aversions and hates, OQ which to base a national policy
or a national movement. The prime consideration in I

question like this, is justice-fairness to all. Enlightened
selC-interest 8S to our own people, and all tllat concern.
them, should guide us in the discharge of our duty. It
is our duty now, to say we believe that these people
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struggling as did our fathers, should be recognized as
men carrying on war, as belligerents. When this ut·
terance has gone fmID the representatives of the people
to the White House, I have faith to believe that the
Executive will heed the voice of this nation, expressed
by such vast majorities in House and Senate, and by
every sign that indicates the wish of the American
people.

The cause of Spain is manifestly waning from week
to week. The rainy season will soon come Oil, and then
the stars in their courses will fight for Cuuan freedom.
An end will come to Weyler boasts and savageries.
Our action here will speedily be followed uy results
great and practical, and the sufferings of those unfor
tunate people, their tortures in prison pens, and lonely
marshes, and mountain retreats, will come to an end.
They will see the sun rise-the morning of a new and
brightel' day-and we shall all be glad to say, that we
hailed the coming of free Cuba."

A li\'ely tilt between Mr. Boutelle, a champion of
Spain. anll Mr. Smith, a most devoted one of Cuba, in
which the latter got the honors, was the feature of the
debate.

Messrs. Skinner, Knox, Adams, Cockrell, Woodman,
Newlands, Stewart, of New Jersey; Walsh, Dockery,
Baker, Avery, Pickler, Milliken, Mahon, Buck, Brod
erick, all spoke in favor of Cuba; Messrs. Gillet, Ellett,
Turner and Tucker against the resolutions. In no
words pronounced in either House, was the justice of
Cuba's cause more vividly depicted than in these grand
phrases of Mr. Quigg, of New York:

"They cOllle to us with a petition for fair play.
They do not seek to involve I1S ill their quarrel. They
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ask no favor. They ask simply-and this is the sig
Ilificance of our resolutions-that we shall hold the
scales even, between them and their enemy. If we re
fllse this reasonable request; if we deny to them the
position that their cause justifies, and their valor has
won; if we declare them to ue wanton reuels, nay,
plundering distUl'uers of the public peace, I bay we
shall be false to our history, false to the genius of our
people, and false to the mission that it is ours to sene
in the development of mankind.

"Gentlemen say, do Ilothing. But we can not do
nothing. We are not on earth to do nothing. And
by doing nothing what the) mean is, to do sOIlIl.'thing
that is very bad indeed. By doing nothing, the} mean
that we shall take the part of Sllain, as against this
struggling colony, our ueighhol' and our friend. By
doing nothing, they mean that we shall take the part
of despotism, as against liberty. To do nothing is to
accept the Spanish view-that the insUl'gents are not
entitled to belligerent rights, that their armies are brig
ands, their ships pirates, and their flag not an emblem
of national life, but of anarchy and of crime.

* • • • • •
.. There are only one or two other points that I de

sire to notice. It has been said that the Cuuan forces
fight in disorder. So did the farmer lads at Bunker
Hill. They say the Cuban Government frequently
moves. So did the Continental Congress. They say
that the Cuban armies are little bands of gnelTillas. So
were Marion's men. So was Sumter's brigade. So, in
ueed, were all the armies of the Revolution, the tdal
\lumber of whom are 1I0t half the force that is lJaw
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en~~,,<.. for Cuha free? I say to the gentlemen, that
it is not for U!\, the sons of the ragged and forlorn
miserables who froze at Valley Forge, and starved in
the swamps oC the Carolinas, but out of whose glorious
aspiration and noble daring free government was born,
to sneer at the distresses through which the men of
Cuba, brave with the same hope, fierce with the same
passion, are fighting their hard way to freedom!

.. Cuba ought to be free, Mr. Speaker; Cuba must be
free. Aye, and by the favor of a just God, to wholll
serfdom is hateful, and all is good that tends to the ad
vancement and improvement of His creatures, Cuba
shall be free!"

On Monday, April 6th, Ji"twithstanding all of '!tIl'.
Dupuy de Lome's prophecies, the Cuban patriots
achieved the greatest moral victory of their struggle.
By 246 yeas, against 27 na~'s, the House of Representa
tives concurred with the Senate in declaring that the
Cubans were entitled to belligerency, and that the good
offices of the United States should be interposed for
the independence of the island.

The people of the American nation publicly con
demned Spanish oppression, and proclaimed that the
cause of Cuba was the cause of liberty, of humanity and
of civilization r



CHAPTER XLVI.

THE UNITED STATES .AND SPAIN

AFTER the passage in April, 1896, of the resolutions
favoring Cuba, in Congress, it seemed according to the
President's message that "it was intimated by this
Government (the United States), to the Government of
Spain, some months ago, that if a satisfactory measure
of home rule were tendered the Cuban insurgents, and
would be accepted by them upon a guaranty of its
execution, the United States would endeavor to find a
way not objectionable to Spain, of furnishing such
guaranty. While no definite response to this intima
tion has yet been received (December, 1896), from the
Spanish Government, it is believed to be not altogether
unwelcome, while, as already suggested, no reason is
perceived why it should not be approved by the in
surgents."

Spain with her accustomed tactics gained time until
February, 1897, always promising certain reforms but
never admitting that she wonld grant real home-rule.
Canovas, the Spanish Prime Minister, said that" Cuba,
can never be given • Oanadian' self-government; " and
as to the guaranty proposed, he haughtily answered:
.. Spain cannot undertake to be guided in her domestic
affairs by any other Government, nor can she allow any
foreign agitation to influence her in dealing with her re
bellions colonies. Spain is not Turkey."

The Cubans could not and would not accept 8ny
(65"8)
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thing but their absolute independence. Article XI. of
their constitution reads: .. The treaty of peace with
Spain which must necessarily have for its basis the
absolute independence of the Island of Cuba, must
be ratified by the Government council and by an as
sembly of representatives, cOllvened expressly for that
purpose." No Cuban in the civil or military d'Jpart
ment of the Republic would accept any compromise.
neither did they esteem it other than impracticable for
the United States to enter into any kind of a protect
orate.

Speaking ill the name of Cuba., the legation at
Washington said;

.. The Cubans will not give up their anns until they
have obtaiued their salvation. The President himself
questions • the reasonableness of unconditional sur
rellder on the part of insurgent Cubans before their
autonomy is conceded.' It has cost many lives and
mallY sacrifices to arm the Cuban patriots, and it is in
deed foolish to suppose that when they are 80 near the
goal of their ambition, they would give up the means
with which they have reached the point where Spain is
willing to compromise and acknowledge that she is im
potellt to subdue them in the field of battle.

"The Cubans know that when Spain is willing to give
Cuba 'genuine autonomy' it is because Cuba is lost,
and she wants, by some trick or pressure. to make the
Cuuans pay the enormous Spanish debt. The Cubans
are not so simple as to accept half a loaf when they can
have the whole. It would be suicidal for them to accept
a debt of hundreds of millions of dollars when they can
commence their life as a lIatioll free from all bUl·den~

without ollligatiulls \\ Ilich would choke, if IIl1t kill
entirely, for many years the !,rllsperity of their island.
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It is better that they should l.'tal've and die in foreign
couutries, giving their last mite to uuy arms and ammu.
nition, that they should fiU the African peual colonies
with physicians, lawyers, and plauters; it is wiser that
they should pay their tribute of blood in the plains and
mountains of their native laud, than they should be for
ever crushed by financial difficulties, than see the pro
duct of their labor and industry go to pay interest on
the very money which has served to keep them in bond
age. And, above all, the Cubans are determined to fall
like men, rather than shamefully and with cowardice
renounce by enteriug into and accepting au agreement,
wllich would mean the abandonment forever of the
high ideal of complete emancipation.

.. To all such projects the Cubans will respond now
and always with their motto •Independence or Death.' "

Months passed without any result, and the adminis
tration of Mr. Cleveland gave place to that of his suc
cessor, without having done anything for struggling
Cuba, leaving the solution of the problem to the new
ad ministration.

DIPLOMATIC HISTORY OF 1896, REVIEWED.

The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, consist
ing of Messrs. Sherman, Lodge and Hoar, visited Presi
dent Cleveland in June, 1896. After this interview
the Cuban agitation in Congress sullsided.

The arrival of General Fitzhugh Lee in Havana to
take the place of Mr. Ramon O. Williams as United
States Consul, was thought to be the beginning of au
entirely different policy toward Spain j but unless it
was that IIlore energy in the defence of American citi
zens imprisoned in Cuba was shown; no change was
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apparent. General Lee returned to Washington in
November, 1896, and it was said that if the Government
had followed his suggestions, an energetic intervention
would have been the result.

Mr. Hannis Taylor, United States Minister at Madrid,
hud various conferences in July, 1896, and later, at San
Sebastian, with the Spanish Premier, whose only aim
was to postpone any categoric answer, so that the Ameri
can government would continue its expectant attitude.
while Spain was trying to sound European Govern
ments as to their support in case of any action by the
United States. A memorandum drawn to that effect
was written by the Duke of Tetuan, the Spanish Min
ister of Foreign Relations, and was ready to be sent,
when Mr. Taylor discovered its existence; it was then
withdrawn.

President Cleveland issued about that time, another
proclamation in regard to the violation of the neutrality
laws, which was satisfactory to Mr. Dupuy de Lome,
the Spl\lIish Minister at Washington. From that time,
the Cuban patriots were the victims of a most aggress
ive persecution by the United States authorities; on

I mere warrants sworn by detectives under Spanish pay,
or by the Spanish authorities, Cubans were thrown into
jail at night and obliged to give cash bail for their re
lease; their vessels were libelled; and all obstacles put
ill the way of patriots who endeavored to strictI)' comply
with the law. Yet, no jury convicted a single Cuban.

All the conventions which met in the summer of 1896
to nominate presidential candidates, expressed their
sympathy for Cuba, following the resolutions passed in
almOl~t all the state legislatures and party conventions.
The Republican Platform had the following plank:
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.. From the hour of achieving their own independence
the people of the United States have regarded with
sympathy the struggles of othel' American peoples to
free themselves from European domination. We watch
with deep and abiding interest the heroic battle of the
Cuban patriots against cruelty and oppression, and our
best hopes go out for the full success of their deter
mined contest for liberty. The Government of Spain,
having lost control of Cuba, and being unable to pro·
tect the property or Ii ves of resident American citizens,
or to comply with its treaty obligations, we believe that
the Government of the United States should actively
use its influence to restore peace and give independence
to the island."

On these American principles, Hon. William Mc.
Kinley was elected President of the 'United States ill
November, 1896.

Ou the eve of the opening of Congress, all the 6th of
December, and the publication of tlle President's annual
message, the writer, as charge d'affaires of the Cuban
Republic, published the following:

.. December 6, 1896.-The Cuban Legation in this
country will strive, during the session of Congress
which begins to-morrow, to continue alld hring to 1\

llecisive end the labors which it initiated last year. A
concurrent resolution, substantially declaring the belig.
erency of the Cuban patriots and recommending that
the good offices of the United States should be directed
toward obtaining the independence of Cuba, was passed
then, and in three test votes-two in the House and one
in the Senate-the unanimous sentiment of the Ameri.
can people was expressed in no unmistakable terms.

.. Since then the Cubans have become every dn,
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stronger. Notwithstanding two hundred tllOu8<'111(1 men
sent by Spain, the Cubaus occupy the interior, have
captured important towns, and even s.eaport~. Thou·
sands of arms and several pieces of artillery have been
sent, enabling the army of liberation to operate from
Point Maysi to Cape San Antonio"

"We can claim that Cuba is free to-day. We call
assert that Spain is trying, unsuccessfully, to reconquer
Cuba. She is attempting to exterminate a people, 1I0t
to subdue a revolution. Our civil government, SIl

preme in three·fourths of the island; our complete
military organization, our humanity to the vanquished
foe, are proofs of the existence of a responsible, deter
mined, rising nationality where there was yesterday an
oppressed colony.

"This nationality cannot he crushed, even by the
landing of new European armies on a territory over
which the Monroe Doctrine is perfectly applicable.
With Rl:l much reason as when the French troops were
made to withdraw from Mexico, can the United States
urge the evacuation of Cuba by Spanish armies, or re
quest that Spain shall fight her battle with the troops
she has already on this side of the ocean.

"Cuba is not struggling for herself alone; she is
fighting for the salvation of the continent. Should the
Cubans be defeated after a long and barbarous war,
Spain would have to keep in the island an immense
standing army to prevent any future uprising. This
quarter of 1\ million of men-this large navy-would be
a menace to Spain's old colonies. The Monroe Doc·
trine did 1I0t prevent Cuba from being Spain's centre of
operations against Latin·America. The United States
could not allow at her very door such an eternal threat
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to her republican institutions. The recognition of the
independence of the Republic of Cuba and her bellig.
erent rights is, therefore, a political necessity for the
security of the continent.

"The United States, in the name of justice aud
Americanism, has seen fit to settle the bouudary ue
tween a British colony and a sister Republic. With
more justice, and in a matter entailing the highest of
American principles-liberty-the United States can
~nd this war of invasion and subjugation carried on by
the Spanish Monarchy against what was her exploited
colony of Cuba. The United States have precedents
and reasons for such action. The interests of her citi
zens are involved, the American people insist that it
shall be done, the facts warrant it, humanity clamors
for it.

"As to the Cubans, we shall continue to affirm our
independence with our armies in the field; we tlhall
send to our brethren, without violating any laws and
patiently overcoming unjustifiable obstacles put in our
way, the elements of war; we shall present the truth
to the press and opinion of the country-press and
opinion which cannot be bought by gold nor influenced
by power; we shall point to the indifference of the reo
publican world, our devestated fields, our ruined indus
tJies, our massacred non-combatants, the hundreds of
victims of African penal colonies, the thousands of fami
lies destitute, banished, dying of hunger and cold; we
shall appeal not for mercy, but for fair play.

.. This Cuban Legation, representing an unconquer.
able, gallant, and brave people, will do its best to con
tdbnte to the rapid termination of the cruel war, will
work unceasingly to see the independence of the Re-
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public and its belligerent rights proclaimed by America,
and will enlist in its noble aim the sympathy of every
true and liberty-loving American heart."

CUBA IN THE MESSAGE AND IN CONGRESS.

We have already noticed some paragraphs of the
President's message published the same day of General
Maceo's death; we have only to touch briefly upon
some of its more salient points. On the whole, the ut·
terauce of the Executive was unfavorable to Spain.
The only exception taken by the Cubans to the facts
stated ill this lengthy document was the following:

"It ill reported, indeed, on reliable authority that, at the demand
of the Commander-in-Chief of the insurgent army, the pUlatbe
Cuban government bBII now given up all attempt to exercise its tIlne
tionll, leaving that government confelllledly (what there 18 the best
reason for snpp08ing it always to have been in fact) a government
merely on paper."

General Bartolome Masso, the Vice President of the
Cuban Republic, in a letter addressed to the writer,
under date of the 31st of December, wrote :

" My attention haa been called to Mr. Cleveland'lIl1tatement that
we have given up the idea of civil government, and aa to this point
I have al80 received 80me letters, from friends in WBllbin~n,who
believe there are diMensions among us.

"Both Mr. Cleveland and tbeothers are badly informed, the Gov.
ernment Council is in the full exercise of all its prerogativ... and to
it all other powers are 8ubordinate, aa our coDBtitntion prescribes.
Withont weaknellll, it makes itself respected, and slight dift'erencea
that occnr are BOOn overcome, aa we are all inBpired by the high_
patriotic aims,"

The truth of the matter was, that the Cuban Civil
Goverument had since September 13th, 1895, exercised
all its functions in its different departments, collected
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taxes, established post offices throughout the country
and orgauized a s,)'stem of prefectures. It was the
nucleus of a more effective administration, yet an or
ganization adequate and sufficient in a state of wal'
not an institution on paper.

Mr. Cleveland thus expounded the principal argu
ment fol' American intervention:

.. The spectacle of the utter ruiu of an adjoiuing country, by na
tore one of the mOllt fertile and charming on the globe, would engnge
the serious attention of tbe Government aod people of the United
Statea in any circumstances. In point of fact, tbey llave a concero
with it wbich ia by no meana of a wholly sentimental or pbilan
thropic character. It lies 80 near to oa 88 to be hardly tiepurated
from our territory. Our actual pecuniary intereat in it is secoud
only to that of the people and Government of Spain. It is rea80n
ably estimated that at leaat from $30,000,000 to 150,000,000 of
American capital are invested in plantations and in railroad, mining,
and other h08ineB8 enterpriaea on the island. The volome of trade
between the United States and Cuba, which in 1889 amoonted to
aboot $64,000,000, rose in 1893 to about .103,000,000, nnd in 1804,
the year before the present in8nrrection broke out, nmonntE'd to
Dearly.96,ooo,ooo."

The President in conclusion made these significant
remarks·

"When the inability of SpaiD to dealllu_fnlly with the insur
rection h88 become manifest and it ia demonlltrated that her BOver
eighty ia extinct in Coba for all porpOilea of ita rightfnl existence nnd
when a hopele88 atrnggle for its reestabliahment hall de~enerated
into a strife wbich means nothing more than the t1sele88 Ill1cl'ifice of
human life and the utter destruction of tbe very subject-matter of
the conflict, a aitnation will be presented in which nor obligation8 to
the sovereignty of Spaio will be IInperseded by higher obligation",
whicb we can hardly hesitate to recognize and dischargE'. Deferring
the choice of waYII Bnd methoda ontil the time for action arrives, we
should make them depend npon the precise conditions then existing;
and tbey should not be determined upon without giving carefnl heed
to e,·ery consideratiou involving oor honor and interest or the inter-
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nalionnl dnly \Ve owe to Spain. Until we face the contil1~'ell<"ie!lsug
gested, or tbe sitnatinu is by otber incidentB imperalively ch"n~,

we sbonld coutinne in the line of condnct heretofore pursued, thuB
in all circumstauCeR exhibiting onr obedience to the requirl"ments oC
pnblic law and our regard for the duty enjoined npou us by Ihe posi
tion we occupy in the family of nations.

" A contemplation of emergencies tbat may arise slloulil pillinly lead
ns to avoid their crention, either through a careless dil'll'l'j!llrd of pl'l'8"
ent duty or even an undue stimulation and ill-timed lX1lreBRion of
feeling. But I bave deemed it not amiR8 to reminillbe Cougress that
a time may arrive when a correct policy and care for our interests,
as well as a regard for the interests of other nations and their citi
zens, joined by considerations of humanity and a desire to see a rich
and fertile country, intimately related to uB, Iftved from complete
devastation, will constrain our Government to lIUch Rclion RS will
subsene the interests thus involved aud at the same time promise to
Cuba and its inhabitants an opportunity to enjoy the blessinge of
peace."

In the Senate, on December 9th, these resolutions
wel'e presented:

By Senator Cameron:
,. 1leBolrea by tM Senate and H_ of Rrprelle1ltatir.lfll of tAe U,.iU4

Stata of .A.merica in CrmgreBB tJB8embled, That tbe indepeudence of the
Repnblic of Cuba be, aud the l!IUIIe is hereby, acknowledged by the
United States of America.

" Reaolvea, That tbe United States shonld use ita friendlyo.l!lces with
tbe Government of Spain to bring to a close the war between SpaiD
aud Cnba."

By Senator Mills:
"Baolvea by t1&e Senate and H_ of Repreaentati_ of tM U"iltd

Statea of .America in Congr/'lIII aMtfIlbled, That the Pl'l'Ilident of the
United States is herehy i1irected to take poBBeB8ion of the Island of
CnbA witb the military nnil nRval fOrCeR of tbe United BIRtes lind
bold the 88me nntil thl' people of Cnba ClIn OrgAnize n /lovemDlent
deriving ita powers from tbe consent of the governed aud arm and
eqnip such military and naval forces as may be neceesary to IleCllnl

them against foreign in vasion."
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By Senator Call :
.. Buolved by the Senate and Hmui' of Rl'preaelltatil'l's of the United

Stain of .i1merica in CoAgreaa lJIIIembkd, That the Ullitl'd Slatts of
America recognizes the Repnhlic of Cnba BB a free and indept'ndent
Government and accords to the people of Cuba all the ril(hts of a
Ilovereign and independent govemment in the ports and within the
jurisdiction of the United States."

On the 10th Senator Cullom introduced another
joint resolution:

.. 1leIJolved by the Senate and H_ of Repreaentatires of the United
BhJ.tes ill Omgre88 IUlIlembled, That the extinction of Spanish title and
the termination of Spanish control of tbe islands at the gateway of
the Gnlf of Mexico are necessary to the welfare of those islands and
to the people of tbe United States."

In its support he delivered a very eloquent speech in
which he went over the history of Spain and its domi
nation in this Continent.

Here are some of his sentiments :
.. The United States most to-morrow, if not to·day, give vitality

to her sympathy for the oppressed and the weak. I dtsire to nrge
nnd to claim 8 policy and the adoption of a doctrine for onr nation in
advance of that whieb hBB heretofore been snnclioned. The United
Statts, by virtne of onr history, of onr origin, onr growth, and rec
ojtllizillg oor prond and proper place in the honorable annals of the
world, is the chosen country to pnt a new chapter into the code of
international statntes and to declare a new and advanced watchword
for the civilized world. If we fail to keep np witb tbe march of
sentiment and to mold into effective law sncb aalntary principles as
we solemnly believe arejnst and right, and 8Uch as are demanded by
the progress of the world, we shall ntglect a high dnty and privilege
and omit a sublime opport,nnity.

II This great continental question, therefore, whtn stripped of all its
complications, becomes, in plain and simple langn8Jte, Shall Cnba be
free? This country will never consent to the transformation of Cnhn
into a slave pen for the holding in servitnde of the captured patriot.
and insnrgents wbo are fighting for the dearest rights of men. We
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will not I'Crmit that island, a land which hM thc brighttst rlOSSibili
ties (or a people of intelligence and enterpriM', to be made the abid
Inll place of death and destmction. Sbe lies too near our land of
freedom to remain tbe military prison of the moet cruel and unre
lenting policy on earth."

Senator Call advocating his resolution also made a
strollg appeal aud ended his peroration with these
word~:

" Mr. President, there seems to me to be no two sidell to the ques
tion of the duty of the Government of the United Slates to recognize
the iudelH'tHlence of the Island of Cuba and its Government, and to
accord 1o Ih"m all the righta that belong to au iudependent nation, in
the ports and jurisdictiou of the United States. It 18 not a question
for us to cOllsider whether or not that will lead to war. I do not bt-
lieve it \\ ill. It is a recognized right of nations to do this. There is
no right (,n the part of Spain, and no legitimate canse of otfeulllC.
Really, it Is to her Interll8t that the Government of the United States
should take this IICtion, and that in some form the war should be
terminated witbont further ruin and furtber destruction of property,
aud wilhout further excitement of the people of the United Siales, by
the continued imprisonment of AmeriCRD citizeDa, without sumcient
CRUse. "

On December 15th, Senator Morgan speaking on a
resolution introduced by him the day before in regard
to the correspondence in the" Competitor" Case, made
one of his earnest pleas for Cuba.

He said in the course of his oration:

II Spain mllst see, 88 Europe BeeR, that thll despotic sevetity or
Bourbon rule, 88 it h88 been manifested in all ber history, can Dot
be maintained by sheer force Against the native Cobaua, whoee eyee
are consulntly fixPll upon t·he flag tbat repreM'nta the pt'TSOoal lIud
political liberties of onr great Republic, and WhORe denrest hopes are
excited in their (rf'e Rnd welcome a.q!IQCintion wllh oor prO!'pt"rOlll!l
and happy people. We can not become the propagandisbl or tbe de
fenders of absolutism in govemment; neither CRD we withhold our
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sympathiea from thOlle wbo seek tbe liberties we eujoy lIud suITer in
tbe snpport of the right of tbe Cuban pt'ople to throw off the KJllI.
ing yoke of bondage to a foreign people 3,000 miles dilltant from
tbem, wbo bold them aa feudatoriefl of the Spauillh Crown.

.. If, for just cause, Spain haa been compeHed to abdicate ber sov·
ereignty iu all the twelve great Stales iu Spuuillh A'uerica, there is
no rllllllOn why we should deny to Cuba the right of home rule And
IlOvereign Independence, for reAllOns more jUllt and cau_ more im
perative, than any otber 8panillh.American State b811 ever claimed aa
the gronnd of revolt.

"No State In Spanisb America waa ever forced to endure BDch op
pre8llionB, In peace or war, as tbe President in bls me888ge bu jnatly
charged to Spanillb role In Cuba.

"Will the United States, in order to protect ber owu people In
Cnba, or to promote or protect tbelr commerce with tbat !t'land, en
gage witb Spain to bold tbOlle pt'Ople to their alle-,,(iance or Ilubmill
Ilion to tbe Spanillh Government? If the Cubans refull8 to 8('C8pt
onr tiiendly intervention, and reject tbe olive braucb tbat tbe Presi
dent is seemingly ready to extend to them, wbat will we do abont il ?

.. We can not be hereafter more indifferent to their fate than we
have proven ourselves to be, lu tbe executive dt'pllrtment of onr
Government. We can not be more active Rnd vi~'nnt thRn we have
been In Ilbnttlng them off from the _IRtance of our flMple. Our
ears cannot be more deaf tban they bave been to the pleadinKJI of boo
manity in their behalf. We can let them alone, declare &lid main
tain onr neutrality in tbe war, and tbat III all they IIlIk at onr hands.
Bnt we can npver interfere with annll for the oVt'rthrow of the
Cobaull or their Republic, or to compel their surrender to Spain."

The Senate Committee 011 Foreign Relations re.
ported on December 21, without a dissenting voice the
resolution of Senator Cameron modified to read:

".&aoltoM by thl' 8ennle and HOVM of Repre3eJltatire3 of 1M UnitM
.%rtea of America ill Congreu IlMt'7IIbled, That the iudependence of the
nppuhlic of Cuba be, and tbe Ilame is bereby, acknowledged by the
United Slates of America.

.. Be it furthn- rl'801lV'd. That tbe United Btates will nse ite friendly
officee with the Government of Spain to bring to a clOlle the war be
t"eeu Spain and tbe Republic of Cuba."
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The exhaustive report accompanyillg it, was cOllsid
ered to be one of the ablest polith:al documellts of the
last quarter of a ceutury. It reviewed all the cases of
illBurgent peoples claiming independeuce by right of
revolt, and treating of Cuba, said:

"Into tbis American system, thns created by Monroe in 1822-23,
and embmcing then, besides the Uuited Statei', only IJnenoe Ayr~,

Chile, Colombia, nud Mexico, various otber commnnities have since
claimed, and in most cases have received admission, until it DOW in
c1ndes all Sonth America, except the Gnianas i all Ct-ntral America,
except tbe British colouy of Honduras, and the two hlack Republica
of Spanish Sautb Domingo and Haiti in the Antilles.

.. No serions qnestion WI18 again raised with auy European powe,
in regard to the insnrrection or independence of their American plll!I'

_ions, until in 1869, a rebelliou broke ont in Cnhn, IInrl the intmr
gentB, after organizing a government and declaring their independ
ence, claimed recognition from tI,e United Stalel!.

"The Government of the United Bt.'ltes bad always regarded Cuba
118 within tbe spbere of ita most active aud scrions inten-st. Aa
early 118 18'>...5, wben tbe newly recognizl'd fltatt's of Colombia and
Mexico were SIlPposed to be preparing an t'xpedition to revolutionize
Cu1.lll and Pnerto Rico, the United States Government interposed ita
friendly offices with those Governmenta to request their forbearanCf'.
The actnal condition of Spain sct'med to make her retention of Cnba
impossihle, in which case the United SIHles wonld have bEom obliged,

I for her own safety, to pren'llt the hIland from falling illto the hands
of a slronger power in Enrope. That tbis emergency did not occur
may have been partly due to the energy with which Monroe an
nounced 'onr right and onr power to prevent it,' and hisdeterminalion
to U!<C all the means within his l.'ompelency • to goard against and for
fend it.'

"Tllis right of intervention in matters relnting to the l'xtemal re

lations of Cllha, atl..'lt'rted and exerci"Cd seventy yt'sm 81(0, hlUl bt'en
asserted and exercised at every crisis in whicb the island blUl been
involvpd.

II Whl'lI the Cllll,~lI insllrl(entll in lAG!} llppl'nlf'l! to till' Unitf'd
Fltatt'>1 f,·r re"'!!lIilion. l'n-lli.II·nt Cralll ndmitlHI '''ejustice of tile
claim, Rnd dir..eted lhtl milliliter of tbe Uniled Slates nt Madrid to
interpose our good offices witb the Spanish Government in order to
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obtain by a friendly arrangement the Independence of the Island.
The story of that intervention i8 familiar to every member of the
Senate, and was made the blUlis of ita reaolution llUlt Be88iOIl, request
ing tbe PrtlIideot once more • to interpoee bis friendly offices with
the Spanish Government for tbe recognition of tbe iudependence of
Cuba.'

.. The rellOlotion tben adopted by Congress was perfectly under
stood to carry with it all the consequences which necessarily would
follow the rejection by Spain of friendly offices. 00 this point the
situation needll no fortber comment. The actiou taken by Congress
in the last _ion was taken • on great consideration aud on jU8t
principl('ll,' on a rigbt of intervention exercised twenty seven years
RiO, and after a patient delay nnexampll'd in history.

"The interval of nine months whicb has elapsed since that action
of Congress, has proved the necessity of carrying it out to comple
tion. Iu tbe words of the President'8 Annual MeIl8llge: •The 8ta
bility two Y88I'8' dnration has given to the insorrection i the feasibil
ity of ita indefinite prolongation iu the natore of things, aud R8

shown by past experience i the ntter and imminent ruin of the
island nnless the preseut strife is 8peedily composed' are, in our
opinion, conclosive evidence tbat • the inability of Spain to dealsnc·
c_fully with the insurrection haa become manifest, and it is dem
onstrated that tbe sovereignty is extinct in Cuba for all purp0&e8 of
ils rightfol existence, * * * a hopel_ struggle for its reestab
lishment has dep:enerated into a 8trife which means nothing more
than the nsell'lllll sacrifice of hnman life and the ntter destrnction of
the very snbject-matter of the conflict.'

, "Althongh the President appeal'8 to have reached a different con
,",usion from OUI'8, we believe this to be the actnal situation of Cnba,
and, being unable to see that further delay could lead to any other
action tban thnt which the President anticipattlll, we agree with the
couclnsion of the message, that, in 8nch case, oor obligation8 to the
soYereignty of Spain are' aupefseded hy bigber ohligntions whicb we
can bardly hesitate to recogoize and discharge.' Following closely
tbe action of President Monroe in 1818, Congress haaaiready de
clared in effect its opinion that there can be no rational interference
t'xcept on the hasis of indppl'nr1l'lH'e.

"In 1822, all now, Imt with morl' forcp, it was ohjectt'd, as we have
shown, that the revoltt'd Rillft's Imd no governments to be recognized.
Divisions, and even civil war, l'xisted among the insnrgentl them
selves. Among the Cuban8 uo !lucb difficulty il known to exist. In
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Septl'ml"'r, 1895, nil we know by official doeumentll priDted OD the
Ilpot, the inllnrgent government was regularly organized, a eoulltitu
tiou adopted, a prellideDt elected, and, in due conne, the varioul
braDchell of administration eet in motion. Since then, 80 far all we
are informed, thill government hu continued kI perform ita fnnclions
undisturbed. On tbe military side, u we officially kDow, thf'Y bave
ol"Jl1luized, equipped, and maintained in the field, snfficient fol'Cell to
hIIftle the exertions of 200.000 Spanish soldiers. Ou the civillride
tbey hRVe organized tbeir system of administration iD every prov
ince for, u we kDOW oftlcially, they I roam at will onr at least two
thirds of tbe Inland country.' Diplomatically tbey have maiDtaiDed
a regnlarly accredited representative In tbe United States for tbe
past year, wbo bu never ceased to ask recognition aDd to offer all
polIIlible iuformatioD. Tbere is no reason to snp~ tbatany portion
of tbe Cuban people wonld be dillllBtisfied by onr recoguizing tbeir

• repl't'8flntative in tbis couDtry or that they dillllgrtle in tbe earnllllt
wish for that ~ilion. The IllUDe tbiDg could hardly be said of
all the coDDtries r6(.'ogDlzed by Monroe in 1822. Greece had no such
stability wben it wu recognized by EDgland, RD8Ilia aud FraDce.
Belginm bad DothiDg of the sort when she Wall recognized by all (he
poWl'rs In 1830. OC tbe Statllll recognized by' the treat.y of Berlin in
1878, we need hardly say more than that tbey were the creatuTllII of
intervention.

"The only qnelltioD tbat properly remaiDs for Congrp88 to coDsider
is the mode which should be adopted for the step wbicb CODgIaB is
pledged nl'xt to take.

"The Government oC the United States entertains none hut tbe
frlendllellt feelings toward Spain. Its most aDxions wish is to avoid
even the appearance of an uDfriendline88 wblch is wbolly foreign to
ita thooght. For more than a hnndred years, amidst diVl'rgeDt or
clashlug iutereste, and under frPqoent and IIevere stmine, tbe two
Governments bave succeeded in avoidlDg collision, and there Is no
friendly oftlce which Spain could uk, which tbe United Statetl,
within tbe limite of their established prlDciples aud policy, would
not be glad to extend. Iu the preeent instance they are actuated by
aD earnest wisb to avoid tbe danger of _miDg to provoke a con·
flict..

"The practice oC Europe iD regard to intervention, as in tIle in
stances cited, has been almost invariably harsh aDd oppr688ive. The
practice of the Uoited States had been almost Invariably mild and
forbearing. AmoDg the precedents which have been so nuweroual.r
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cited there can be no doubt as to the choice. The most moderate ill
the belt. A.mong these, the attitude taken by President Monroe in
1822 ill the only attitude which can properly be regarded 88 obliga
tory for a lIimilar litnation to-day. The course pursued by the
United States in the recognition of Colombia ill the only COUflle

which Congre8ll can conllilltently adop.t."

Senator Mills and Morgan made a supplementary
report.

The cause of Cuba looked bright indeed; but some
days before the presentation of the report, Secretary of
State Olney made a public statement, declaring that
any resolution passed by the Legislative branch would
not have the force of law; because in these matters the
Executive was the proper department of the Govern
ment to make such recognitions. This raised a novel
point as to the respective powers of Congress and the
President, and the main question was obliged to await
the debate on the constitutional point raised.

Up to February 10th no vote had been taken on the
Cameron resolution in the Senate.

On the 21st Senator Hill presented the following
resolution:

II 1leIIolt'td by tk 8en4te, tk., Thllt it ill bereby declared that a IItate
of public war exist! in Cuba, and tbat tbe parties thereto are entitled
10 and are hereby accorded belligerent right! in accordance witb tbe
principals of internationalla", and the United Statell will preaer\"e a
strict neutrality between the belligerenlll."

And Senator Chilton offered this amendment to the
Cameron resolution:

II Strike out nIl after the reeolving c1aUllC and inllt'rt.
"'That it is hf'rehy df'clnrf'd that a condition of pnh1i(' wnr "xill!"

between the Government of Spain nnd the government procluimecl
and for BOrne time nmilltllined by force of arms by the people of ClIllfI,
and tbat the Ullit,'d States of America IIhol1ld maintain a .trict
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Ill,ulralily hdweeu the contending powers, accordilll{ to t>,.d. all
tht: right'! of belligerents in the ports and territory of the Unitt'll
Slales.' "

Congress adjourned till the 5th of January, li:l97.
The followillg quotation is from the long allJ \e

hement speech of Sena.tor Mills in behalf of the
Cuba.ns, January 12th:

.. Do we owe no duty to the poor, struggling people whom SpaiD i.
butchering every hour? We have said for one hundred years, and
we say it to-day, and the President repeats it in lhis very message,
that we will let no other power interfere in Cuba. We will not let
tbem go and assume a protectorate over that island. We have so
IBid; we have shut them out from all honl!e8 of refuge j we have con
demued them to slavery and to the despotism of the a-m who
occupies the throne of Spain. We have done it i and we repeat it
day by day, and yet shall we sit still, in the Senate and in the Bonae
of Represeutatives and in the Executive chair of this natiou aud talk
about our duty to Spain? We owe no duties to a deapot,
except the duties that we have covenanted in treaties that we
have made with her, and which she has persistently refused to
execute."

Senator Turpie on the 25th and 26th delivered a
characteristic arraignment of Spain and a full review
of the legal and political situation. He concluded his
speech thus:

.. Mr. President, I favor first a recognition of the independence of
the Cuban Republic. I believe that would be tbe most patriotic,
the most thoroughly American method of disposing of this question;
and if economy is to be considered, it is also the most facile and
It'ast expensi ve method of terminating this condition. I believe next
in the declaration of belligerency, placing the combatants upon
equal footing; that it is due from the Uuited States, having regard
to its history, its rauk aud station among the family of nations,
to acknowledW' the great right of revolution and self-government in
Bny people upon any island of this hemillphere, or in any part of the
continent.
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"I belie\'e in recognition because recognition i8 I't'euforcement. It
is reeofon-ement to the side and cause of freedom in thi8 hemi8plJere.
If the Cohan patriots lIUcceed, we may then clnim tbat we werefriend8
of that republic, friends in need, friend8 in the bour and day of
danger. If fuilure befall them, which may God averl, oor acLiou will
lose nothing of grace or grandeur, and we 8ball have kept faith wi.tb
that generou8, quenchle811 8pirit of liberty which has placed our OWII

feet i.n 80 large room, and in the way of 8uch 1\ high cllreer, tbnt we
can not forbear, we can not be sileut ; we m08t cry out, in the word8
of Lincoln, tbe great emancipator, '1 willh that all men everywbere
migbt be Uee I' "



CHAPTER XLVII.

BP..lIN'S SHAM REFORHB.

IN the beginning of February, 1897, such was the
discontent in Spain on account of the prolongation ot
the war, the want of prospect of its speedy termination,
the pressure brought upon the Spanish Government by
the United States and Spain, the fear of the new Re
publican administration coming in without Spain hav
ing done anything, even in name, toward satisfying the
complaints of the Cubans and thus making an effort to
gain the good will of the foreign powers; that so-called

'reforms were proclaimed for Cuba; the Spanish Gov
ernment having already granted some to Puerto Rico,
two years after the Abarzuza plan had been adopted in
the Cortes, and there being no war in Puerto Rico to
prevent their establishment. If the reforms given to
the latter were objected to by the Autonomists of the
island, those which were intended to be implanted in
Cuba were no less condemned as insufficient to bring
about any weakening of the revolution.

Senator Rafael Labra, the leader of the West Indian
Autonomists in Madrid, said: .. The reforms are utterly
meaningless as long as the limited suffrage places them
at the mercy of the reactionary party in Cuba and
Porto Rico. Its greatest defect is the failure to ex
tend the electoral suffrage, which will prevent its being
satisfactory to the Autonomists, and to all those in the
colonies who are sure to understand that, as I have

(672)
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already indicated, the calTying out of the reforms, de
pellds wholly upon the reactionary party.

.. The next defect is, the fact that the Governor-Gen
e~ all his deputies and the chief officials of the islands,
are not under the control of the local Assembly and
Councils, but can even checkmate their action. An
other defect is, allowing the Governor and other au
thorities to appeal not to the Imperial Parliament. but
to the Minister of the Colonies, when they disagree
with the insular Assembly.

"Again, the budget, tributary and tariff powers
granted to the insular Assembly, with all the comertla
title check, and cutler drawback, included in the reforms,
may yet lead to conflicts not easy to settle."

None of the prominent Spanish generals thought that
the reforms would in any way exercise an influence in
the termination of the war. Silvela, an independent
chief of the Conservatives, considered them deficient.
Martinez Campos did not believe them good enough to
finish the war in Cuba. All the Madrid papers, ex
cept government organs, attacked them as inefficient,
a.nd their utter failure was predicted.

As far as the Cubans were concerned, their opinions
were condensed in the words of their representative
abroad the Hon. Tomas Estrada Palma:

"Had genuine autonomy instead of sham reforms
been offered to the people of Cuba, before they rose in
arms, the Cubans would surely have accepted it, and
therefore bloodshed and total devastation of the island
would have been averted. Were Cuba now to accept
autonomy from Spain it would be a virtual Burrender
on the part of the Cubans. The insurrection is as strong
.. ever. The fact that Spain gives what she pleallft
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to call reforms, reveals that she begins to yield. When
she sees that these reforms do not cause the patriots to
surrender, she will make further concessions, but it
will all be in vain. The patriots know that they are on
the eve of triumph, and will not abandon the field until
the independence of Cuba has been accomplished."

THE FUTURE.

We have briefly gone over the Revolution commenced
by a handful of brave hearts against the secular power
of Spain j we have seen the patriots daily grow in
strength, not only in numbers, but in armament. Spain
has changed her generals, has sent thousands of boys
to unknown graves, has ruined herself, has turned from
her policy of comparative intoleration, to that of exter·
mination, and yet the Cubans have evaded the blockade
of vessels of war, and have landed their veteran leaders,
have bought and captured thousands of arms; have
occupied almost all the island with the exception of the
seaports; have beaten the--regulars j have confined the
Captain-General to his palace in the Capital, from
where he does not dare to come out j have established
a civil government; have made a humane war; have
conquered the sympathy of the world by their courage,
perseverance, union and dignity j have thwarted all the
contemptible tricks of Spanish diplomacy; and have
proven to the world that from one end of the island to
the other, the spirit of rebellion against despotism and
exploitation, is unconquerable, and that Cuba's heart
beats with only one ideal, her absolute independence!

For that ideal, their homes are deserted, they wander
in foreign countries, with their thoughts fixed in the
brother who falls far away in the Eastern mountains, or



8P.A.I~'S SIIA.H BEFOlUIS. 675

on the Central plains, by the bullet or sword j in the
lion who runs away to enlist under the glorious flag of
the solitary star; in the aged father who is tortured to
death in the dismal dungeons, and undismayed, they
persist in their labor j nothing can discourage them, no
human power can make them yield-they will do their
duty to their country and to America I And such suf
ferings will not be in vain, for at no distant date this
virgin, scarcely covered by the torn garments which her
enemies have left upon her body, lacerated by the whip
and marked by the iron of slavery, this kneeling virgin,
which now implores with outstretched arms, with wring
ing hands of despair the free nations of this conti
nent, as yet indifferent to her wails and agonies; this
virgin with hair dishevelled, with black eyes lustreles9
with the tears she had shed for her faithful children,
cheeks pale with anxiety, lips moist still with the blood
of the wounds that she would heal with her mothei'ly
kisses; this virgin, Cuba, will be consoled by her Latin
sisters, and that Columbia, so magnanimous, so gener
ons, so hospitable, so responsive, so sympathetic, to the
miseries and to the struggles of an oppressed people,
aspiring to throw off the yoke, the United States will
rise in the grandeur of her stately figure; she, the
personification of the Goddess of Liberty, with hair
tinged with the sun's rays, with clear eyes of eagle
look, with beautiful lips full of words of encourage
ment, with turgent bosom thrilled with indignation and
pity, she, the true friend of the down trodden and un·
fortunate of the world, will see that justice be done;
she will extend the helping hand; she will welcome
Cuba into the family of American commonwealths, aa
the radiant, the heroic, the worthy Republio of Cuba I




