
THE ADVENTURES 

Of A 

TENDERFOOT 

• .. ..;.\ 

hy E. B. D'Hame/ 

Hislory of 2nd Regt. Mounted Rifles and Co. G, 33 Regt. and Capt 
Coopwood's Spy Co. and 2nd Texas in Texas and New Mexico. 

.iIA¡::" ......·VI 'f r"'F' ~,..~~•.• , : J"-""I,ti"~.~ • \ .:~"" ~. t ;'". ¡ . . " i .' •• '-.. -,� 

_DC*<.':-.·""~),·.:~  t~:..1:·~~,.11\"  ~j~:-F ~,t}'V
 

,' .. _', 

W. M. MORRISON-Books 
Box 3277, Waco, Texas 



Rr3 1\ 
DL'2¡-< f1 

.)'" 

'"",-' ..,� 

fACSIMILE Of SMALL, RARE EDITION, 

PUBlISHED IN 1914 

This Edition Limiled lo 175 Regular and 25 Special 

Copies in Lealher from Ihe Original 

1st Lieut. Enrique B. D'Hamel 

Co. G. 33rd Regt. Texas Cavalry 
By Permission 

MARIUS PERRON Of BOERNE Married Amelia Navarro 1863 

Born 1835 - Died 1914 

W. M. MORRISON-Books 

Box 3277, Waco, Texas 



(AII RilIhta Reoervedt 

THE ADVENTURES OF" A TENDERF001'. 

Earfy in tbe li""\~ll.  oí 1858, when I was about 
tW~Ílty·.three  years bId, living with my bl'others, 
Jolin, Joséph and Fern8udo,fol' sorne reason 01' 

otIler,. rny"hef!.d got too big fo! my hat, and J con· 
clu~ed,  like Q. donkey}- to lea,:,e Ravana, Cuba, where 
'Ve wei'e residing, for New OI'leans, La. 

I ~IIeaked on board of the American schooner 
"Salvador." Captain Hanson, an old friend, who 
:was in command, collecte.d from me regular -fare. 
We-made a quickcun ·to.New Orleans, four days 
from Ravana. 

On arriving at New Orleans I-found my brother 
Louis in bnsiness for h~rnself;  and owning a very 
prettyhouse, aif 150 .B.arrack _Street, with plenty 
of' accommodatlon~'for his family and myself. He 
furnished me a room, and at night Iwould eat 
witlÍ' the"famUy, '~hich'  gave iné board and lodging 
free. ~  

I fouud employment and earned a dollar and a 
qua~ter too a d()llar ál}d a half a day"acoording.. to 
'tbe work. ., 

My Jlle~l in the mOIlning was very early" before 
si~  o'eIoek, which I took irith-e'li'rencb Market~  At 
'11 .9'clock !tU th& large hot~18  gave a free lunch, 
coStiil8 ;15 eents.lnt~at way 1 managed to puB 
tlWüugii""""in the-~ay  otnieals. The m~ney  1 earned 
W'Q.8 :cmough oto c.lothe me .and 1 made a- good 
.appearanc~.  
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In the spring of 1859, 1 fonnd abetter job, whe~  

the river opened, as a Úlud .clerk on the New 
Orleans, Sto Louis & Sto Joseph Packet "i\1inni­
haha," Cllptain Richard Woolforkj Chief Officer 
and Mate, Toro: Henthornj :Mr. S. Hut~hinson, chief 
clerk and part ownerof the steamboat j Mr. James 
Degges, second clerk, and myself, very glad to be 
even a "mud clerk." 1 remained iÍl that capacity 
until the end of April, 1860. 

On the 14th of April,)860, the day He~ry  Clay 
statue was unveiled on Canal Street, our ateam­
boat was lóadedw.ith cargo for alllandings b2tween 
New Orleans and Sto Louis and Sto Joej most of 
the cargo being sugar in hogsheads for St. Louia 
where we were· several· day discharging. 

On board of the steamboat~  1 made the acquaint­
ánce oí a young Englishman, Harry Malam by 
name, who had been a dry goods clerk. When we 
arrived in Cairo, Illinois, we took on "two more 
passengers, young men j one Henry.Hall, a saddler 
by trade, and John Baxter, the son of a 'rich 
capitalist residhig in Pittsburgh, pa.During the 
trip to Sto Lou~s we became very ··chummy, and 
when we got there, we were struck with what was 
caBed the "Pikespeak gold fever" and concluded 
that when we got to Sto Joe, Mo., we would work 
our way to "Pikespeak or bust." Beforé leaving 
St. Louis, we put gur few dollars together and 
bought sorne mining tools and provisions. We were 
not the only ones who had the gold fever. Sam 
Wright, the chief engineer of the· "Minnihaha" and 
aB the other employees were also affected. Captain 
Woolfork, Tom Henthorn, Mr. Hutchinson ando the 
watchman were the only ones tbat remained aboard 
the boato 

After \Ve finished diseharging in St. J oe and 
Atchison we all went ashore and formed a campo 
We were several da.ys getting teams and wagons 
to cross the Plains from Atchison ·to· Denver, 
something over 700 miles. After a long tramp we 
arrived at- Denver on the 4th of July, 1860.. '"Ve 
remained- in Denver a day or two to get our bear­
ings for the gold diggings in the mountains, having 
had favorable information that gold was plentifu~  

in a gulch known then as Spanish Gulch, a hun­
dred miles more or less from Denver, over the 
mountain trail, and it took us three days to tramp 
that distance, a mountaineer would have made the 
distance in less th~n  two daJs. On arriving we 
fell into the, ;hands of claim sharks, who sold us a 
claim which afterwards proved to be a salted one. 
We started to work, hiring a couple of experienced 
miners to teách us how to drift and tunnel under 
the mountain. Harry Malam and Frank Hall had 
become quite expert, but J ohn Baxter and myself 
seemed ~>llly  fitted to wheel dirt. The boy,s agreed 
that 1 being a very good cook, should do the cook­
ing and wheel dirt. We aH did our best,and from 
the 8th Of 10th of July to the end of September we 
worked and then took stock, to find that all we had 
left were our toóls. '"Ve sold the tools for less than 
half of what they cost, divided the money and 
separated. 1 tramped to Denver and on the first 
week of October, 1860, 1 became acquainted with 
Mr. W. A. Buffom, correspondent for the New Yó~k  

iIerald and United States Consul at Smyrna, who 
\vas on a furlough travelling through the west in 
great style j he had a very fine ·ambulance with four 
fine Il}ules and a pony, the' outfit having costsome­
thing like $21500. Buffonl was in want of a Spanish 
interpreter and gave me the job at $15 a month 
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to accompany him down the Ri~  Granue to ~anta  

Fe., New Mexico. Ou1' agl'eement, dhl nót 1ast VCl'Y 

long. The fil'st day after travelling about20 miles, 
we camped· in a very pl~etty  spot with plenty of 
grass and water. 

Having takeÍl. Buffom's doúble-bárl'elled shotgun 
.without pérmission, I went scouting around and 
came back to camp with half a dozen. tine quail, 
which I gave to the driver who was aiso cook. 
~TJ1en Buffom discovered that I had given the birds 
to the cook to prepare fol' Bupper, he became very 
angry and overbearing, and tried to treat me as a 
servant; then I becflme angry añd seilt him to the 
devil, so separated then and there. Next morn~ng,  

he started with his outfit to travel down the Rio 
Grande, and after he had been gone sometime,' I 
started with aH my belongings (the suit I,stood 
'in and my Bowie knife) to tramp to El Paso, 
Texas, a distance,' as the roads ran then, of nbout 
eleven hundred miles, more 01' less. After tramp­
ing a,few days, I was overtaken by Col. Kit Carson, 
the great American Scout, who loo General Fre­
mont across the mountains to the Pacific, iand who 
there acquired the nick~ame  of the "Pathfin~er."  

Col. Carson was tra,velling in a wagon and insisted 
on my riding with him about forty miles to his 
ranch at Taos, where he was beautifully situated 
with rich lands and cattle, and 10oke!l_upoIl by his 
Navajo Indians as a God. After remaining at Taos 
a few days, having rested well, Ltramped to Santa 
¡'~é  where I remained a few daya; then on froro 
Santa Fé to Albuquerque, resting -ihere 2 days. 1 
tramped from Albuquerque. to Fort Craig which I 
w.as one side of the river, and on the other was ti 1 
small village of Mexicans and Indiana caBed 

Valyerde. This is the heginnin¡.!,' of· Dead )[1111'8 

deRert 90 miles from VaIverde to Da Anna. The 
activity of the Indiarrs made travellihg dangerous. 
The country from Albuqlierque. was lined with 
frontiet' ranches, plenty of cattle, sheep and goats; 
all the ranchmen had their ·own adobe houRes well 
whitc-washed a~d  heautifuL Every night I was 
invited to enjoy their hospitality, a goodsupper, 
generall~rconsisting of pig 01' kid roasted, tortillas, 
fri}oles, asaderas, and a good woolle:a matti'ess t~  

sIeep on. In the morning they gp.ve me my .break­
fast, and if th(' distance I had to travel was very 
gl'eat, would pnt :np a ·lunch for me to carry. 
EVt'ryone was most kind and Bimpatiro, and would 
lleV1~r  take a cent 01' allow me to, do any work; on 
the eontrary they seemed to be l'lorry for the forlorn 
Oringo. At Fort Craig, I·fell in with a MI'. Ruis, 
a :)fexican freighter with twelve large loaded 
wag'ons, having six and eight mules and horses fol' 
relays. MI'. Ruis invited me to join him and his 
earavan across Dead Man's desert, which was very 
dangerous on acconnt of the ~avajo  and Apache 
Indians who continued following us ~n  the hope 
of st.ampeding our stock. " ...e therefore had to 
be very vigilant and stand guard likesoldiers. It 
took several nights fo cover the ninety miles acroR-S 
the desert; water "'as searee as it seldom rainetl in 
t-hat conntr,v, but as the dews at night were Yf'ry 
heavy' and' the grass very fine, the stock' did not 
suffer. 'Ve g-ot aeross to Da Anna without any 
great diffienlty, with the exception of one ni~ht.  

when the Indians raided ns; we were prepared for 
the, attaek and Rtood them off, killing two; we were 
about fift.y and they did not bother us again. In 
Da Anna, I left ~1I-.  Rn~s  and tramped- to J.a 
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Sergeant to .put a man in my place, which cost 
$2;00 each time and to report sick. 1 atood this 
blac.kmail until the 26th of June, when 1 was told 
that if 1 did not answer· to theroll call 1 would 
be lynched that night. So at six o'clock in the 
morning of the 26th of J une l' left S~m  Antonio 
apparently to go hunting. En route, my father­
in-Iaw, Don Luicano Navarro'and sorne friends had 
ready for me a horse in good condition. AH that 
day and until lO P. M. 1 rode seventy miles to 
the ranch of my wife's uncle Don Antonio Navarro, 
wIlo kept me Iliddcn a few days and then 1 started 
for l\Iexico. Along the route Don Antonio had 
tnany friends to whose care 1 was committed: the 
first one, Sam Stewart, a prosperous ranchman¡ 
with a fine ranch at the crossing of the river 
Neuces. 1\11'. Stewart kept me over night, and at 
day-break the-next morning gave me a guide cost­
ing $15 to go acrosa the country to the Rio Grande, 
where 1 arrived that' same night at Col. Santos 
Benavides' rancho It was not safe to be seen by 
any of the ranchmen so 1 was kept hidden in the 
bushes until Col. Benavides could get one of his 
confid-ential men to take me across the Rio Grande. 
About ten miles ahoye Laredo, Texas, my guide 
made a raft of dry drift wood which he gathered 
from the bank of the river, placed my saddle, 
clothes and arms on it and leading my horse, swam 
to the l\lexican shore: then he returned to help me 
overo He found a long dry pole, and we, he on 
one end and 1 on the other, swam the river in good 
style. 1 was now in Mexico, safe from the jay 
hawkers; but not from Mexican bandits.After 
drying my horse and myself -1 mounted and in 
about two honrs 1 was in New Laredo, where 1 
found an old friend Henry McComb keeping a 

aman atore. :MI'. McComb was a freighter and 
owneda train of wagons. When 1 was in El paso, 
MI'. McComb brought wr.eat from Chihuahua to 
Rart's Mills where we became acquaillted. 1 was 
able to do him sorne fávors, which he grandly re­
paid on my arrival in New Laredo. He, having 
received word that 1 was in danger of being kid· 
napped by the Pelados, hid me under the counter 
of the store. 1 had hardly gotten settled, when 
the chief of the.Pelados carne in and told McComb, 
"1 have been offered $100 to gtt the confederate 
that has just arrived, but if he i¡;¡ your friend 1 
will not undertake the job." You had better not 
try, was the reply,he is a dead 8hot, ymas es el que 
llaman el Gato Pelado (and more, he is he that is 
called the skinned panther) así si ariesgas tu 
pellego metete con el (so if you want to risk your 
skin,go for him). That night when the pelados 
w~re  asleep, MI'. McComb gave me a guide to get 
to Miel', México, where 1 arrived about 8 A. M. 
the next -morning. 1 found an. old friend, Don 
Narciso Leal~  who kept me llidden in his house 
nntil night when he gave me a guide 10 get tlo 
Camargo, wh~re  I-arrived safely and where 1 found 
lnany friends, merchants whom 1 had favored at 
different times. They kept me in Camargo a few 
days, when they 'secured a pass from the governor 
Don J ose M. Cortina, brother of the fhen bandit, 
Chano C~  who was at war wíth the Diaz 
faction. Georgé Cortina gave me an escort of ten 
men with salvo conducto (10 conduct safely) to 
Matamoros where 1 arrived in due time and where 
my soldier troubles ended. On arrival at Mata­
lnoros, 1 was fortllnate to get passage on a smalJ 
American achooner, with accommodations only rOl' 

the captain and his crew. When we got away 
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frofii thé aIÍúhorag~ándOlitto sea,-l JOlrnd therc 
Wer.e fortypasseÍlgers and we had tó lie: around tbe 
deck like so many animals. Luckily_we had a gO,od 
cook áIld_plenty of- provÚltons and arter fifteen.days 
we arrived at quaranti~e  seventy miles below New 
Orleans, where they kept- us fifteen days on shore 
in sorne 181'ge warehouse, after which they aUowed 
ns to departo I arriv~d at New O'rleans aH right 
and found my aisters Liz and Milly iJ} one of Phil 
Phillips' houses on Jackson Street between Ca-r­
ondelet and Baronne Street. 1 remained there 
until the 4th of September, when I managed t(} 
get aboard of the American Schooner Pinky, Cap­
tain Sisno, bound for Ravana) we hOO a quick run 
arriving in Rav~na:  on the 8thof September, where 
I. found my brothers prosperous and delighted to 
see·me back with them. The.y gave me employment 
and 1 was soon a new mano My wife aH this while 
having remained in San Antonio, I wrote her to 
seU out and join me inCuba where we had a happy 
home and so ended t.he· ups and downs of this old 
Confederate soldier. 

September, 1914. 

ENRIQUE B. D'HAMEL. 




