


CHAPTER VIII.

Hillsborough county was a large county and there were
many for and many against. It was an exciting election but
those in favor of division were successful.

There were many exciting events happening in Congress
and slavery was brought out as an issue. The North.and
South were getting farther apart each day. Captain Boggess
had been through the Mexican War and loved the flag. He
was opposed to secession as he thought the only way was to
fight for their rights under the stars and stripes.
opportunity of engaging largely in the cattle business and he
thought by moving off on the frontier that he would not have
to go in the war. He moved near Fort Ogden, where he has
lived nearly ever since. ]

What a delusion! A man was hunted, no difference where
he went. There was a great deal of bad management and
prejudice, one neighbor against the other. ' 'The people were
poor, they were not able to move and maintain their families.
If they joined the Confederate army they would have to move
their families. They could go to Fort Myers and join the
Federal army and be with their families. The woods were
full of conscript officers. They allowed a man no time to
prepare to move his family. He was arrested and carried off
at oncé. He had no choice; he had no rights. At the begin-
ning a good many volunteered. They were jealous of any one

‘do with 'it.

He had an
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remaining at home and they were the foremost men to arrest
and carry any one. Age nor anything else had nothing to
They were afraid that the man at home would
mark more cattle than they did. He had to go. All had to go.
None were exempt until they were carried hundreds of miles -
to where headquarters were, and but few were exempt then
All had to go.

Captain Boggcss had a family but he was not able to
support thci- »nd go to the front. He had no thought of
going in tl'¢c “*rderal army, although a strong Union man.
There was & . de put on in Charlottee Harbor. Refugees
would mak. boats, go to a man’s house in the night

time, arre: " i c211y him to the vessel to take the oath.
If he took ilic :d returned and it was found out he was
hung as a #» at 1w A man was between two fires and he
did not Fr.ov wi- t¢ do. A party of refugees went to
Captain Bo: v+~ * L usc one night to capture him. He had

just left and ¢y missed catching him,

Captain Boggess was elected a member of the Legislature
and he had to go. He left his family—told them to move at
ovr2e to Fcr* Meade—which they did. That move kept them:
from caic} of his killing some one. or they killing
him.

There was a battal'an enrolled that was subject to the
orders of th¢ Quarts: Macter Department. It was their duty
to gather and fciwa'd cattle to the Western army. Beef
cattle brea ;hi & = cech.

The troops from Fort Myers would make ralds up as high
as Fort Meade. There was a skirmish at Bow-legs Creek.
One man was killed and one wounded. The Yank’s went

ing hivn, or
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at once to Fort Myers - ' - .

The Confederates kept up gathering and forwardmg cattle
until the war was ended. The war here was with refugees
and negroes. There was no general engagement. Major
William Footman endeavored to capture Fort Myers. He made
a complete failure. On the night that their anticipated attack
was to be made it rained until the water was knee deep
over the entire country. Ttey mezde a feint of an attack next
morning and killed a negro sargeant and captured five men.

Major William Footman left the command and went on a
chase after some horsemen that were herding cattle. The
Confederates had a brass six-pcunder and the Federal garrison
had two. There was no discipline displayed, and after
firing at the fort and the fort returning their fire, it was seen
that nothing would be accomplished. The Confederates drew
off to where the cattle were and killed some of them as they
were short of anything to eat. After supper they resumed
their march homeward. . The entire country was covered with
water. They halted for the night five miles from Fort Myers.
When morning came there was no enemy in sight and after a
council .it was decided to abandon any further attempt to
capture the place. It took the entire day to reach Fort
Thompson, wkere they had left their train.

There was plenty of corn but no bread stuff except some

that Captain Boggess had provided for his company and also

some salt that was his private property. Major Footman got
very mad at him for not distributing the salt promiscuously.
The Caloosahatchee River was swimming for half a mile and
only one small skiff boat to ferry 2co men over. Captain
Boggess had charge of the crossing to prevent disorder. It
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consumed the entire day to get over. The whole thing had
been a failure and with no bread or anything to eat but beef
and parched corn. The whole command was demoralized.
Their march was slow as all streamns were swimming and the
entire ground covered with water.

It appears to Captain Boggess now after this length of time
that the whole thing was providential. That the rain coming
on and preventing them from attacking the fort and saving
the lives of many, and it would have had no effect on the
result of the war.

The ordinance of secession was carried by a large majority.
And any one advocating the cause of the Union was in danger
of his life. Captain Boggess had been a Mexican Veteran
and he loved the flag and was bitterly opposed to seceeding and
advocated fighting for their rights under the flag.

To be situated as a Union man was in the South it was any-
thing but pleasant. If a man’s sympathies were with the
Union he could not forsake his family and all he possessad.
Captain Boggess let everything shape its own course and
abided by chance. He remained out of the army until he was
driven in to it by the force of circumstances. He, as it
happened, came out honorably. He did but little fighting,
and, in fa&, it was a war distin® from the real war. They
had a war among themselves. Those that had been neighbors
fighting with the Confederates. It was g war against refugees
and for the possession of this country. [The Federal troops,
mostly negroes and refugees. were stationed at Fort Myers
and the Confederate troops were stationed at and above Fort
Meade. About 100 miles apart, and but one or two families
living between the two stations. The refugees at Fort Myers
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had a regular line of communi, ation to the Confederate lines.

The troops at Fort:Myers made a move to go through the

='country to burn, destroy and. capture everything from Fort

Myers to Jacksonville. They marched up to Fort Meade with
1000 white and negro soldiers. There were but few men to
meet and repel them. The settlers kept up a regular scout on
the road all of the time. When the troops came the settlers
would show their men first in one -place and then in another.
And the troops thought they had a large force when in fact
there were but ten. They had long range guns and would
shoot when they saw the scouts. They decided to return and
they carriéed witk them all of the families, horses and tore
down the potato banks for the hogs to eat. Captain Boggess
had thirty men and followed after them putting up the fences.
The troops then made a raid from Bayport to Brooksville and
had some skirmishing, and captured some prisoners and also
some horses and negroes. The settlers kept up gathering and
driving lean cattle to the army of Tennessee. Nearly all of
the troops were ordered to Brooksville and it was the ultimate
intention to move them to Lake City. This order was never
given. The result of such an order is unknown. To order
soldiers from their families, as it would have been impossible
to carry them and the men would not have left them in the
hands of their enemies and negroes. The whole country
would have been demoralized. It would have been country
or families. It is fortunate it never was given as there would
have been a terrible state of affairs beyond comprehension.
Mr. Boggess was first lieutenant and quarter-master in
Company A, commanded by Captain F. A. Hendry, who
now lives at Fort Thompson on the south bank of the Caloos-
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ahatchee river.. He is one of the most popular men in the
state and would make a good governor as he is well qualified,

being well acquainted with the interests of the people.
High minded, honorable and well qualified by education and
experience to fill any office within the state, and he would
make an executive that the state would be proud of. Captain
F. A. Hendry is too modest to push himself before the public.

He has been in both branches of the Legislature and he will
represent his county as- long as he is a candidate. He is
charitable to a fault.

Lieutenant Boggess was at Brooksville for some six months
prior to the surrender. Was called to Tallahassee on a court
martial and had not been away from home f~ e four years.
When ke got off from under Major Foott mtended to
remain away as long as possitle. He b .wo passes on the
railroad and rode from Baldwin to Tallahassec; siopped off at
Madisonville and the news of General Le:’s surrcider was
received while he was there. He had know) ‘o1 sumc time
that his surrender was not far distant. There Lieu. .ant
Boggess met Mayor Titus who was with him in the Lopaz
Expedition to Cardenas, Cuba It was like two hrothers
meeting after 2 Jong separaiini:.

Lieutenant Boggess then went to Lake City and was there
the night that 100 shots were fired in honor of Lee’s surrender.
The town was packed to its full capacity with people and
there were more men intoxicated than Lieutenant Begguase
ever saw at one time, bewailing the surrender of Gencral Ice.
To be honest the author really did not know whethc, to be
sorry or glad, as no ope knew what would be the fate of the
South. He fully expected to have all that he owned confis-
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cated. But he was whipped and glad the war was over. As
it terminated as he always believed it would he was not dis-
appointed in the least. There was nothing for him to do only
return to Brooksville. .
Lieutenant William B. Henderson, who now lives in T'ampa,
came to Brooksville from Tampa the same day. "He had been

told by the Federal officers that General Lee had surrendered,

which he told. Major Footman was intending to put him
under arrest for telling the news. That night when they
went to their room, as they roomed together, Iieutenant
Boggess told him that he had also heard that General Lee had
surrendered. ILieutenant Henderson asked why he did not

verify what he told and Lieutenant Boggess told him that he’

knew it would only make matters worse but that if anything
out of the way was likely to happen he would then verify
what he told.

In a few days Lieutenant Boggess’ met James Roberts, who
had also been in the Cuba Expedition, and he said that he had
his parole and that he had surrendered with General Iee.
Lieutenant Boggess at once took him to Footman to convince
him of the fact. :

Captain James McRay’s son was the quarter-master.
There were clothes that should have been issued to the
men as they were needing them badly. He refused to issue
them. ILieutenant Boggess made a requisition for them and
he still refused. Lieutenant Bogess told him in the morning
he intendended to take them forcibly. The quartermaster
saw he was in earnest and the next morning issued them.
It was a grand sight to see the boys don their new kerseys
and caps. This was only a few days before the surrender.
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When Iieutenant Boggess rode up to Captain Hendry’s
residence afler leaving Brooksville, he came out to meet him
and asked the news. Licutenant Boggess told him he was a
prisoner of war. He exclaimed, “Thank God it is over w1th
one way or the other.”

Lieutenant Boggess had moved from Manatee county up to
Fort Meade in Polk and he at once moved back. His house
and all fences had been burned by the refugees and he only
had a rail pen built four feet above the ground: Ithada good
board roof. He put plank over the rail floor of this and himself
and wife slept in it for years. They named it the Castle.

In a short timz Lieutenant DzCosta was sent out with his
negro company to parole all. Some held back but Lieutenant
Bogges. did not. He reported and was promptly paroled.
He di-".ked to be paroled by a negro commander.

He was in the prime.of life, not one gray hair in his head.
It was not long before many reposis were in circulation thst
all property would be confiscated. Lieutenant Boggess had
made a nice stock of cattle and during the war the calves had
not been marked and as soon as he could split rails and build
cow pens he went to hunting and marking and branding and
remained at home and attended to his :wn business.

The refugees began flocking back to their homes. They
were largely in the majority and they at once began to
domineer, forming leagues, planning and plotting. After
they went off and joined with the Union forces the Confederate’
officials gathered their hogs and cattle and sold them. This
Lieutenant Boggess had nothing to do with. The refugees at
once went to the commanding officer at Tampa and they made
out many fi&itious claims and had the settlers summoned to
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Tampa to court. Captain Boggess had thirty men with
him on a scout and they met soon one morning four of the
refugees that were coming from Fort Myers.
and they had shoes that some of them sent back to their
wives. Tlie men ran them in a bay and surrounded it and
captured them. The shoes were sold and the proceeds dis-
tributed among those that captured them. The horses were
turned over to men that owned them.
one of the men captured and his black stallion horse. He
sued Captain Boggess for three hundred dollars and was rid-
- ing the horse at the trial. Col. John A. Anderson went with
Captain Boggess and introduced him to Major Cumbee, who
had only a few days previous relieved Lieutenant Smith, the
officer who "issued the summons. Captain Boggess explained
how matters stood to Major Cumbee and he told him to go and
tell all of those that were summoned to go home.

This was glorious news to them for some of them were sued
for large amounts. Mathew P. Lyons was there and Captain
Boggess gave him a nice talk and could scarcely refrain from
beating him. He has been always guilty of similar a@s: was
separated from his wife and he is now living on charity; is
not respe@ed by any one and he has a®ed so badly that he is
hiding from those he once endeavored to swindle. His family
will have nothing to do with him.

The refugees held a high hand and they have banded to-
gether, some of them, but all of their schemes have fallen to
the ground and good feeling prevails today. )

They were riding "

Mathew P. Lyons was

" CHAPTER IX.

Before the war Capt. Jas. McRay and Col. Jacob Summer-
lin opened up a cattle trade with the Island of Cuba. South
Florida was now raising more cattle than there was a market
for and the trade was opened up again. Captain Boggess
assisted in shipping a steamer load to Cuba and while there
made arrangements to continue shipping and during the year
1867 he shipped twenty thousand beef cattle and made ten
thousand dollars. Being in the cattle businessis a nicé busi-
ness and exciting enough to be attra&ive at all times.

From 1862 to 1867 there were but few cattle marketed and
the prairies were covered with fine cattle that were wild, and
it required a man that was a good horseman and that under-
stood the business thorou~hly to handle them. Rounding up,
marking, and branding was begun in February and never stop-
ped until December. .

Some of the shippers-let the Spaniards have. ten thousand
head and although they went to the City of Havana, identified
the cattle and all they effe€ted nothing only a stay in Havana
of six months. While there Captain Boggess learned a great
deal of the language and if he had remained some longer
would have known it perfe&ly.

While there he had a fearful experience. John M. Pearce
and Captain Boggess were up late one night and stopped in
the park of the Palace and laid down on the benches. Both
of them fell asleep and Captain Boggess was awakened by
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four Spaniards handling him roughly. He fought them off
and would grab hold of Pearce and pull him off but he would
crawl back. Captain Boggess fought them and could knock
one down every time he hit him. One of them from behind
him hit him on the cheek w1th a machete and knocked him
down. Captain Boggess had pu_lled out his knife but could
not open it. He knew if thqy found it on him it would go
hard with him and he threw it gway. They all broke for the
knife and he broke the other way and scaled the iron pickets
and would have escaped but he ran into the patrols. There
was no resort only to surrender. Those four followed him
up and they, with a rabble of a hundred, took him to Fort
Cubanas, and tried to force him to enter a trap door. This he
did not intend to do. A long, yellow slink would run in near
him and spit in his face. He pointed to him but they all only
laughed. Captain Boggess gave him a kick under his chin
the next tim= he camsz, and sent him backwards a howling.
This made them all laugh and cry, “Bravo, Americano.”

Lieutznant Canock, of the army, kn2w Captain Boggess
well and he heard of the trouble and came and at once made
them release him and sent two m=n to escort him back to
where he had left Pearce. He was still there and asleep.
He was awakened and with Captain Boggess went to the
Hotel San Isabel. There they had Captain Boggess’ cheek,
which was cut through to his teeth, dressed, by applying
arnica; there is no scar. He appealed to the American Con-
sul, but they said that it was a case of mistaken identity.
There was a reward of several thousand dollars offered for a
man that resembled Captain Boggess greatly. Therefore he
had no redress. ‘
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Captain Boggess was in Havana when the Steamship Vir-
ginius with Captain Fry was captured at Santiago. Those
were squally times. One morning Capt. Geo. Booker and
Captain Boggess were walking down the street and just ahead
of them there came out of an alley a crowd of men, some of
them armed. They began {o beat three of the party down and
with their bayonets and the butt: of their guns they soon had
them dead. This was a common occurrence. These three
were insurgents that had slipped in. When one was caught
he was iastuntly killed and his body hauled out to where the
dead animals are hauled and thrown down for the dogs and
buzzards to feast on.

Col. John B. Bell, who had lived in the City of Havana for
fifty years, said that there was not an official in Havana, from
the captain-general down, that did not have a price and proved
his assertion to be correct in several instances.

The duty on American cattle is regulated by a body of
inspectors or the chief of that body. The chief has seven
assistants. When the butchers wish American cattle shipped
in they go before them and make the best terms possible by
paying the chief and his assistants. Then when the duty is
low cattle dealers rush in, and when they get well stocked-
the butchers again go before them and pay to have the duty
increased.

Col. Jake Summerlin and Captain Boggess shipped to
Havana 110 head of fine steers. Captain ‘Boggess went with
them and they lost $1000 on them. Captain Boggess at the
same time made a contra® to sell 240 one and two-year-olds.
The duty on them was $1.95 a head. Some of the two-year-
olds were well grown and the inspe®or contended that he pay
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$3.50 per head for the whole lot. He shipped to J. C. Burn-
ham & Co. and Louis Gonzales, a Cuban, was salesman for
the house and he was shrewd. He made an arrangement that
went at the low duty and Captain Boggess was to give him a
black rooster for one cargo and a fawn that had the stripes on
for the other cargo, amounting to $320. '

On the first trip over Captain Boggess secured. a fine b%ack
Spanish rooster (he was a beauty) and by the time he arrived
in Havana the sailors had him good and gentle and he would
crow in their arms. The inspe&or always comes out in the
boat. As soon as he saw Captain Boggess he stood up an.d
enquired for his rooster. He was soon on board and had his
rooster in his arms. On the way up Captain Boggess and the
inspe@or stopped at a restaurant to get breakfast. The h_ouse
was large and full. The rooster would crow and there. was
not one man that did not go over and take the roo.ster in his
arms. The rooster was a great crower and he kept it up con-
tinually. : , . . .

The next trip Captain Boggess carried the fawn. It was a
beauty and he said he never saw anything to eq.ual the recep-
tion he met. It must have equalled the reception of Admiral
Dewey in New York. The igspe&_or was aleays glad to meet
Captain Boggess and afterwards he did him many favor§.
Captain Boggess often brought things over and had to s1.1p
them on board. He always found the man and offered. hlm
pay. If he gave him half an ounce and he was not s?.tlsﬁed
he would put one hand up and close one eye and Captain Bog-
gess would have to give him another to close the other.

CHAPTER X.

As soon as the cattle were on board, as a general thing,
Captain Boggess would have to make the settlement. He
started from Ft. Myers, intending lo return the same day, but
could not. When he left it was very warm and he left his
coat. By next morning there was a severe norther. blowing.
He borrowed a thick, flannel, double-breasted shirt from the
mate. When he got ready to leave all his men were gone.
After riding up fast for six miles and not overtaking them he
slacked up. Just as he rode into a wide slough there was an
alligator fourteen feet long. He began coming towards
Captain Boggess, ‘'snapping his ponderous jaws. “There was a
mangrove stump near by and the top was there also and cut
off, but the one that had trimmed it left the knots two inches
or more long. The Captain thought he would have some fun.
He hitched bis his horse to the stump, got down and picked
up the pole, intending to breach the alligator down in his
loins. However, he would turn as fast as the man could and
always had his head to him, ready for a fight. Captain
Boggess got tired of going around and gave him a punch with
the pole. As it hit him he grabbed it in his mouth and began
turning over. The Captain held the pole but of course could
not prevent it from turning, and the first thing he knew the
knots had caught the shirt and he could not loosen .it, and
had to fall down, his head to the alligator’s and hold the pole
to keep from being choked to death.
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The water was about six inches deep and there was some
stool mangroves where he fell. He had no way of ascertain-.
ing how many times he turned but it appeared to be thousands
and with lightning speed. When the alligator stopped his
face was up but he was nearly dead from strangulation, as he
could not breath when he wasg turning as he got his mouth
full of salt water. He took his knife, opened it and stuck it
in the ground, intending if the alligator began turning again
to cut the shirt off. "He gave one turn and cast an eye on the
alligator. He was lying still with his eyes shut. He held
the pole as still as possible’and gave another turn. This

relieved him greatly and he gave another and pulled the shirt .

loose. He then jumped, up grabbed his hat and knife, and the
’gator backed off the pole and came for him. He ran to his
horse, jerked his revolver out of the holster and by that time
the reptile was not more than six feet from him. He let him
have a bullet between the eyes and kept up shooting until he
emptied his revolver, which was a Navy six-shooter. He
then took his knife, cut him open on both sides, gave him a-
few licks with the pole, went to the horse, put the pistol in
the scabbard, took out a flask of gin he had in the saddle
bags, took a square drink, mounted and flew for Fort Myers
as wetl as a rat, nearly froze, all the skin off his face, but a
little wiser than an hour previous. He was wet and his hair
and eyes and clothes were stiff with mud.

The men inquired what was the matter but he told them his
horse fell in an alligator cave. It was some time before
Captain Boggess told any one as he felt ashamed of be1ng SO
foolish as to be fastened to an alligator.

When he was choked down by the alligator’s turnmg he

82 RVETERAN OF FOUR WARS.

had no thought then of ever being alive to narrate the incident.
Previous to that time Captain Boggess had k*lled many with
his w whip and knife. He could when in practice cut out
an aliigator’s eyes with the whlp and then finish k1111ng ‘him
with his pocket knife. '

In those days theie wére millions of alhgators. Captam
Boggess says he has seep lakes of water of two acres in
extent that any one could have walked in all dire&ions on
their heads if they had been stationary. But owing to the
great demand for their hides they are now scarce and wild.

This country was full of panther and bear. Three men, of
whom Captain Boggess was one, chased a large bear and with
a knife tied on a pole, killed. him. Another large bear was
run down with horses. Cow whips were used to turn him
from the big cypress until one of the men threw a rope,
catching him around the neck, tying him to a tree. He then
caught him by the leg, throwing him down and cutting his
throat. He would have weighed 600 pounds.

L. H. Parker, Z. I. Curry and the Author found one and
gave chase, soon rounding him up with whips. Cutting a
pole and lashing a knife to it they would throw it and stick
the knife in him. The bear made a dash for Curry, jumping
up on his horse. Curry, by suddenly wheeling his horse,
threw the bear to the ground. They soon had him so weak
from running and loss of blood that they killed him. Also
another was killed in the same way. They never let one
escape that they found. They killed another that was very
vicious. He never attempted to climb. He was killed with
lightwood knots and pocket knives. The bears were generally
very fat and easy to tire. This one would weigh 8oo pounds.
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With a drag whip one could be turned in any d1reét10n A,

drag is a long whip.

In 1868 Capt. Lewis Lanier, Lewis Parker and the Au*hor
had driven off some of their cattle on the Caloosahatc,aee
River and could not find them. They had a cow pen opp<site
Fort Myers and decided that the cattle must be in the bay
country.. They made an qarly start down the river and soon
after starting struck fresh-jurned woods. When nearing the
bay they turned north and at noon had not reached the edge
of the burnt woods. They stopped for noon and started for
camp. They had only ridden a short time until they saw

some palmetto bunches that had not been burned, the first

they had seen aftsr reaching the burn. They had three dogs
with them that would catch anything that walked. They ran
in a clump of palmetto and out ran a panther. The dogs were
at its heels and it.ran up a pine tree in a short time. The
pines are not tall. This one was stooping and had dead snags
on the body until near the top where it had two forks.
They decided to chunk it out and while Touis Parker and
Captain Boggess threw pine nots, Captzin Lanier would hunt
and bring them to them. Parker and Boggess were both good
throwers aad could hit him but he was too high to knock out
and for fear of the dogs would not jump. Captain Boggess
remarked, "I wonder if any one would climb up the tree if he
will not jump.” Blount said “yes,” he saw a man climb to
one and it jumped out. This decided Captain Boggess as he
was always a good climber from a boy. He stripped to under
shirt and drawers. They were new and Mrs. Boggess always
felled the seams to prevent fleas from hiding in them. He
cut a pine pole. It was stubby and heavy, about nine feet
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long. Parker attached his knife to the pole and up Boggess'

went with the assistance of a pole to rest his feet on. When
he reached the first snags he reached down and got his pole.
Bearing it on a limb, he kept going up. “On nearing the fork
it was a solid climb of about fifteen feet. By this time "the
rain was pouring down, making it much more difficult to
climb. But he reached a snag just below the fork and
looking through the fork could see the panther standing with
hind feet on one limb and fore feet on the other. The Captain
wound his arm around the tree and worked the pole up. He
had an uncomfortable place to operate as there was nothing
for his foot to rest upon. ‘He had to sit on his left thigh. His
right foot was continually slipping down. He braced the pole
against a limb under the panther. The 'dogs were barking
and jumping up the tree, which attracted the panther’s atten-
tion. Boggess got the pole in position and -gave the animal
a jab. To his astonishment it turned and saw his head and
made dire®ly for him, with its eyes as big as saucers, its tail
bristled up and teeth shining. Captain Lanier yelled to Bog-
gess to give it another punch. The pole was so heavy that he
could not in the situation he was in and he let it drop. He
then threw his leg from over the snag and a knot caught the
drawers at the seam and stuck through. The seam made a
cord so large that he could not for his life break it. All of
this time the panther was getting nearer and every effort the
Captain made his body would get lower. He knew he could
not hold on a minute longer and grabbed the tree with his left
arm and with all the power he had in his right arm hit the
snag and it broke. He went down, but just how he never
knew. He broke for a tree, feeling the claws of that panther



L

| ” [

A VETERAN OF FOUR WARS. L ' 8c

tearing him to pieces. He happened to run to the same tree
that Parker said he got behind to prevent seeing him fall and
be killed. Captain Boggess remarked, "Well, I shall never
climb to another panther.” He took up twpo knots and threw
at it, hitting it both times. He passed under the panther and
saw blood on the palmetto. He had stuck the knife in it but
hit the breast bone. That is why it did not jump. All at
once it turned around and out it jumped, the dogs at its heels.
Boggess grabbed a pole and Parker did also, and both ran
after the dogs. In a short time they turned and came directly
back. Boggess stood with his pole ready to break it down in
the loins, but when in a few feet of %im it turned and ran up
a tree, stopping at the first limb. Parker and Boggess began
to throw knots at it, and Captain Lanier brought the pole that
had the knife lashed to it and he punched at the panther. It
caught the knife in its teeth. He gave the pole a sling.and
down came pole, panther and all. The dogs covering it, with
a pole Boggess hit it on the head and Parker with the knife.
They killed it. The panther was a female and she measured
nine feet from tip to tip. The Author never felt prouder of
any feat than he did then, standing on that panther.

It continued raining. They got lost, remained out all night
with nothing to eat for men, horses or dogs. They arrived at
camp early next morning, where they had plenty, and dried

themselves and went to sleep. They had left some cattle in
the pen, those they turned out.

Previous to this trip Nelson T'illis had been over there and
his dog had a fight with a panther in which the dog was killed.
He had set fire in the woods to burn the panther up. Being a
dry time there was a black burn for twenty miles square.
The panther they killed was the same one. .

. some things defficient.

CHAPTER XI.

F. C. M. Boggess moved from Fort Meade in 1861 and has'
lived in Manatee and DeSoto counties up to the present time.
He has been engaged in nearly every occupation but has not
been fortunate in ‘emassing a fortune. He accidentally shot
himself in the knee in August, 1869 and the bullet is still
embedded in the bone but the time is drawing near when he
intends to have it extra&ted.

He married the second time, Miss Paulme R. Seabrook of
Bluffton, South Carolina, on January 10, 1874. They have
only three children, Mamie I., Frank S. and Georgia E.
Mar- e I. i« married to Earnest E. Brown and lives at Carl-
ton's Mill, in Osceola county, Florida. They have two child-
ren, a girl five years of age and a boy three years old. Mamie
is 24 years of age, Frank S. is 23. . He married Miss Clayton
Garret, of DeSoto county, Florida. = Georgia E. is-fifteen and
single and resides with her parents on Peace River, at the
site of the origiral Fort. All the children were born at the
present homestead. Frank S. owns a place near Fort Ogden
and he will make it his future home. -

If Captain Boggess has any enemies he is not aware of the
fa&t. He is a member of the School Board of DeSoto county.
The schools are all in a flourishing condition. But there are
One is that the amount of money is
not sufficient to run the schools five months and they should
extend to ten months. There are sixty-eight white and two
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colored schools in the county. ,

DeSoto county is a splendid place to live, good climate,
very healthy and good lands that produce free but require
fertilizing. There are fine bodies of pine and cypress timber.
The county is rich in phosphate deposits. There will be
more oranges shipped from here this season than from any
county in the state. _ ‘

The frequent freezes have. retarded the planting of young
groves, although it is no colder now than it has been for fifty
years.
extensively. -

Captain Boggess has always been patriotic—was educated
to be that way, to respect old age and all officials. Believes
in his country and wants it to be the greatest country on the
earth, and there is no reason that it should not be. It has
stood longer than republic ever did and if we can’ keep
down fanaticism, anarchy and cow-stealing there is no reason
that it should not stand a thousand years.

The Anti-Expansionists will cut but a small ﬁgure.-.'WeA

have already expanded and we will keep on expanding.
Should China be parcelled off the United States will stand
ready to get a good slice. The last war has taught the
American people that we are the foremost nation on the earth
and that where the stars-and stripes are hoisted they will
remain for all time to come. )

This is the second book that Captain Boggess has written.

The other was on Florida. The writer has avoided saying

anything much about Florida in this and itisonlya remi-’

niscence of his life. He could have made it more extended
but this gives the adventures in a condensed form and the
writer trusts that no one will regret the price paid for it.
Kindest regards to all readérs of this little sketch.
T Respectfully,

‘:%dﬂct.d % M g%a;z}edd

Orange raising will in a short time be engaged in

-

Appendix.
_<>_ - . + .
The Senjinole Indians. .
The Seminole tribe of Indians that formerly occupied nearly
all of the state of Florida and that was at one time considered

to be the most wartlike tribe if not the largest in the southern
states, has diminished in numbers until today there are not

.one thousand, all told, remaining in the entire state of Florida.
‘They have been driven through the entire state until now

what few remain are in the Everglades. They do not take
kindly to any aid offered by the ,overnment, and as to teach-
ing them in schools there has been but little progress made.
![‘hey have had an agent and .acey have had a saw-mill that
l'hey might build houses, but very little advance has been
bade in civilizing them. They prefer to be left alone to
make their own living, which is done by means of the rich
hammock lands that the squaws cultivate and the men hunt
otter, coons and alligators, all for their skins. They also
hunt plume birds for their plumes and the traders buy the
skins and plumes and sell them what they want. They own
now breech-loading guns and are good marksmen. They kill
rattlesnak:s and round skin them and get one dollar each for
their skins. _ . L

They have been driven by the encroachments of the whites
and the cattle eat up their crops as they have only primitive
fences out of poles and brush which the cattle and hogs break
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fhrough and destroy their ¢rops. ~ On some of thé_';hajnim'o.cks;

they had orange groves. These the people have bought from
them until there are now none of them living north of the
Everglades. L B

They increase slowly. It would be better if the govern-

‘ment would make a yearly appropriation and pay them the
money and let them spend it gs suited them. The cost would-

not be so great and be of m'téh more benefit to them.. There

‘is no danger of their going on the war-path ever again.” .

There is a society formed to look after them and their

‘intere~ts and it has done more good than all the government

has. If the Indians are mistreated the society investigates it
at once. Capt. F. A. Hendry and myself are two of the
members. The president and others live at Kissimmee City.

The I.dians treat all who arppen to go to their homes well

but are suspicious of strangets. The old warriors know all’

of the pioneers and they have more confidence in them than
strangers. F.C. M. BOGGESS.

Of the omngc', the lands being wéll . A adia
1 i ’

RDVERTISEMENTS. .o Fen
J. L. SAULS, ‘GO TOTEE
_ Lawyer °
Ofilce in (‘.ourt’llousc, Champlon ST
Arcadia, - - - Florida.

Job Rooms,.
Arcadia, Fla. . &

awre

ELAM B. CARLTON,
. Attorney-at-Law,
. Real Estate, N
Arcadia, - =~ Florida.

When you want. anything
' Printed.

crtaodazume vLlolan L

J. C. MATHEWS, M. D. ' THE
Physician and Surgeon, L
Office at . Jake Wey’s Drug Store, DeSOtO County

- Arcadia, Fla.’ - N -
Champion,

~ Allthe

‘DeSoto County News:

FOR SALE.

) Orange,'gral)e fruit groves, im-
proved and nnimproved lands, phos-
rhate, furpentine and grazing
1mda, Tl

Peace River Valley is the home

$1 a year.
Florida.

adapted Lo the growing of citrus

::l-uil,S, pinentpples and vegetables; — — 4

o1 shipping to northern markets, . | § - . s

Large and small improved places ! Wanted. 5,000 Subscribers

and land in quantities to suit pur-| . to the best local

chasers. ~ ‘ paper in DeSoto County.  Send
F. C. M. BOGGESS, {51 to The Champion, Arcadia,

Fort Ogden,” - - Florida.'Fla., and receive it for 1 year.




