


CHAPTER VIII. 

Hillsborough county was a large county and tbere were 
many for and many against. It was a~  exciting election, but 
those in favor of division were successfu1. 

l'here were ma~y  exciting events bappening in Congress 
and slavery was brougbt out as an issue. Tbe, Nortb. and 
South were getting farther apart eacb day. Captain Boggess 
had been through tbe Mexican War and loved the :Bag. He 
was opposed to secession as he tbougbt tbe only way was .to 
fight for their rights under tbe ,stars and stripes. He bad an ' 
opportunity of engaging largely in tbe cattle business and he 
thought by moving off on the frontier tbat he would not have 
to go in the war. He moved ne,ar Fort Ogden, wbere be bas 
tived nearly ever since. . 

What a delusion! Aman was hunted, no difference wbere 
he went. There was a great deal of bad management and 
prejudice, one neighbor agai~st  tbe otber. ' Tbe people were 
poor, they were not able to move and maintain tbeir families. 
If they joined the Confederate army tbey would bave to move 
their families. They could go to Fort Myers and join the 
Federal army and be witb tbeir families. Tbe woods' were 
full of conscript officers. They allowed a man no time to 
prepare to move bis fámily. He was 'arrested and carried off 
at once. He bad no cboice; he bad no rigbts. At tl..e begin­
ning ~  good many volunteered. They were jealous of any one 
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remaining at home and tbey were tbe foremost men to arrest 
and carry any one. Age nor anytbing else had notbing to' 
'do with ·ít. Tbey were afraid that tbe man at bome would 
mark more cattle tban they did. He bad to go. AH had to go. 
None were exempt until they were carried hundreds of miles' 
to where beadquarters were, and but fe.w were exempt then. 
All had to go. 

Captain Boggcss had a family but be was not able to 
support thn.· "nd go to the front. He had no thought of 
going in lb '~:-opral  army, altbough a strong Union mano 
Tbere was ~,  ;', de put on in Cbarlottee Harbor. Refugees 
would lllEi} boats, go to a man's bouse in tbe night 
time, arrE:' I C?rry bim to the vessel to take the oatb. 
If he took lh ,el returned and it was found out he V!~s  

hung as a :~11' ;Jt 1 '1 ... ·~· Aman was between two fires and he 
did not y" ,",' .-{" 1, 1<.. do. A party of refugees went to 
Captain Bo:· -rr, ' t, 'l~C  one night to capture bim. He had 
just left and ;;f·'j missed catching him.. 

Captain Boggcss was electcd a member of tbe Legislature 
and he bad to go. He left bis family-told them to move at 
OL.::e to F(~+  Meade--which they did. That move kept them' 
from ca'jl ¡ íng h"'l, '.-;- (lf his killing some one. or they killing 
bim. 

Tbere WftS a hHfl~ hm enrolled that was subject to the 
orders of tl1f Qt1.2TI':: Ma~:tcr Department. It was their duty 
to gatlJer 2nd fm \\'a' d eaUle to the Western army. Beef 
cattle br(·, l.}li ~,~,,,,,  c:'.ch. 

The troops from Fort Myers would make raids up as higb 
as Fort Meade. There was a skirmish at Bow-legs Creek. 
One man was killed and one wounded. The Yank's went 
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at once to Fort :Myers. 
'fhe Confederates kept up gathering and forwarding cattle 

until the war was ended. The war here was with refugees 
and negroes. There was no general engagement. Major 
William Footman endeavored to capture Fort Myers. He made 
a complete failure. On the nigbt that thair anticipated attack 
was to be made it raine.d until the. 'YIafer was knee deep 
over thc entire country. Tl:.ey me.de. a feint of an attack next 
morning and killed a negro ~argeant  and captured five men. 

Major William Footman left the command and went on a 
cha~e  after somehorsemen tbat were herding cattIe. The 
Confederates had a brass six-¡:cunder and the Federal garrison 
had two. There was no dh:cipline displayed, and after 
firing at the fort and the fort returning their fire, it was seen 
that nothing Vlould be accomplished. The Confederates drew 
off to where the caUle were and killed some ofthem as they 
were short of anything to eat. After supper they resumed 
their march homeward.. The entire country was covered witb 
water. They halted for the night flve miles from Fort Myers. 
W hen morning came there was no enemy in sight and after a 
council . it was decided to abandon any further attempt to 
capture the place. It took the entire day to reach Fort 
Thompson, where they bad left their train. 

Ther'e was plenty of corn but no bread stuff except some 
that Captain Bogge.ss had provided for his company and also' 
some s.alt that was his private property. Major Footman got 
very mad at him for not distributing the salt promiscuously. 
The Caloosahatchee River was swimming for haH a mile and 
only one small skiff boat to ferry. 200 men overo Captain 
Boggess had charge of the crossing to prevent disorder. It 
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consumed the entire day to get over. The whole thing had 
been a failure and with no bread or anytbing to eat but beef 
and parched ·corn. Tbe whole command was demoralize.d. 
Tbeir march was slow as aH streatns were swim.ming and the 
entire ground covered with water. 

It appears to Captain Boggess now after this length of time 
that the whole thing was providentia1. That the rain coming 
on and preventing them from attacking the fort and saving 
the lives of many, and it would have had no effect on the 
result of the war. . 

The ordimmce of secession was carried by a large majority. 
And any one advocating the cause of the Union was in danger 
of his life. Captain Boggess had been a M~xican Veteran. 
and he loved the flag and was bitterly opposed to seceeding and 
advocated fighting for their rights under the llago 

To be situated as a Union man was in the South it was any­
thing but pleasant. If a man's sympathies were with the 
Union he could not forsake his fami.ly and all he possess~d.  

Captain Bogg~ss  let everything shape its own course .and 
abided by chanceo He-remained out of the army until hewas 
driven in to it by the force of circumstances. He, as it 
happened, came out honorably. He did but little figllting, 
and, in faét, it was a war distinc5t from the real war. They 
had a war among themselves. Those that bad been neighbors 
fighting with the Confederates. It was ~_war  against refugees 
and for the possession of this count_~y-,_JThe Federal troops, 
mostly negroes and refugees. were stationed at Fort Myers 
and the Confederate troops were stationed at and aboye Fort 
Meade. About 100 miles apart, and but one or two families 
living between the two stations. Tbe refugees at Fort Myers 

"
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had a regular line of communi- atlon to tbe Confederate liDes. 
,:.. The troops at Fort¡-Myers made a move to go througb tiie 
"country to burn, d~stroy  !;lnd. capture everything from Fort 
Myers to Jacksonviíie. They marcbed up to Fort Meade with 
1000 white and negro soldiers. There were but few men to 
meetand repel them. The settlers kept up a regular scout on 
the road all of the time. When the troops came the settlers 
would show their D;1en first in oneplaee and then in another. 
And the troops thought they had a large force when in faet 
there were but ten. They had long range guns and would 
shoot when they'saw the seouts.~  They decided to return and 
they carried witl themall of the families, horses and tore 
down the potato banks for the hogs to eat-. Captain Boggess 
had thirty men and followed after them putting up the fences. 
The troops then made a raid. from BaypoIt to Brooksville and 
had some skirmiship-g, and captured some prisoners and also 
some horses and negroes. The settlers kept up. gathering and 
driving lean cattle to the army of ·Tennessee. Nearly aU' of 
the troops were ordered to Brooksville and it was the ultimate 
intention to move them to Lake City. This order was never 
given. The result of sueh an order is unknow.n. To order 
soldiers from their families, as it would have been impossible 
to carry them and the men would not have 1eft them in the 
hands of their enemies and negroes. The ",hole country 
would have been demoralized. It would have been country 
or families. It is fortunate it never was given as there 'would 
have been a terrible state of affairs beyond coinprehen.sion. 

~r.  Boggess was first lieutenant and quarter-master in 
Company A, commanded by Captain F. A. Hendry, who 
now Uves at Fort Thompson on the south bank of the Caloos­
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ahatchee river.\ He is one of the most popular men in the 
slate -a:nd"wbuléÍ make a good governor as he is wel1 qualified, 
being well acquainted with the interests of the people. 
High minded, honorable and well qualified by education and 
experience to fill any office within the state, and be would 
make an executive t~at  the state would be proud of. Captain 
F. A. Hendry is too modest to push bimself before' the publico 
He has been in both bran.ches of the Legislature a,nd he will 
represent bis county as· lo~g  as be is a candió.ate. He is 
charitable to a fauIt. . 

Lieutenant Boggess was at Brooksville for some six mOlltlJ~  

prior to the surrender. \Vascalled to Tallaha.s~ee  011 a court 
martial and had not been away from bome f,," 'ln(> four years. 
When he got off from under Major FOO~l;!.  llltended to 
remain away as long as possi~le.  He h: . v,'q !'a.~SCS  on the 
railroad and rode from Baldwin to Tallaha~i~{'.¡..:; si:opped off at 
Madisonville and the news of General Le!:" ~tun. ~der was 
received while he was 1·here. He had know)! .. :)1 sUmL :. ¡í11(' 

that his surrender was not far distant. There Lieth :<..O.11t 

Eoggess met Mayor Titus who was with him in the Lopaz 
Expedition to Cardenas) Cuba.. It was like two hrothen 
meeting after 2. long separa:;n í; .. 

Lieutenant Boggess then weut to Lake City and was there 
the night that 100 shots were fired in honor of Lee's ~ltrrcnder.  

The town was packed to its íull capacity with people 311d 

there were more roen intoxicated than Lieutenant BOggd.~  

ever saw at one time, bewailing the surrender of Genera1 1,c-=:. 
To be honest the author really did not know whethcJ lo be 
sorry or glad, as no one knew what V/ould be the fate oí the 
South. He fulJy expected to have all that he ow:ned confis­
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cated. But he was whipped and glad the war was overo As 
it terminated as he always believed it would he was not dis­
appointed in the least. There was nothing for him to do only 
return to Brooksville. 

Lieutenant William B. Henderson, whb now lives in Tampa, 
carne to Brooksvi1le from Tampa the same day. .He had been 
told by the Federal officers that General Lee had surrendered, 
which he toldo Major Footman was intending to put him 
under arrest for te11ing the news. That night when they 
went to their room, as they roomed together, Lieutenant 
Boggess told him that he had also heard that General Lee had 
surrendered. Lieutenant Henderson asked why he did not 
verify what he told and Lieutenant Boggess told him that he' 
knew it would only make matters worse but that if a,nything 
out of the way was likely to happen he would then verify 
what he toldo 

In a few days Lieutenant Boggess' inet James Roberts, who 
had also been in the Cuba Expedition, and he said that he had 
his parole and that he had surrendered with General Lee. 
Lieutenant Boggess at once took him to Footman to convinGe 
him of the fact. 

Captain James McRay's son y,ras the quarter-master. 
There were c10thes that should have been issued to the 
men as they were needing them badly. He refused to issue 
them. Lieutenant Boggess made a requisition for them and 
be sti11 refused. Lieutenant Bogess told him in the morning 
he intendended to take them forcibly.. The quartermaster 
saw he was in earnest and the next morning issued them. 

.It was a grand sight to see the boys don their new kerseys 
and caps. This was only a few days before the surrender. 

.. 
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When 'Lieutellant Boggess rode up' to Captain Hendry's 
re3idence alter leaving Brooksville, he carne out to meet him 
and asked the news. Lieutenant Boggess told him he was a 
prisoner of war. He exc1aimed, "Tbank God it is over with 
one way or the other." . 

Lieutenant Boggess had moved Úom Manatee county up to 
Fort Meade in Polk and he at once moved back. His house 
and a11 fences had been burned by tbe refugees and be only 
han a raH pen built four feet aboye the ground: It bad a good 
bl'ard roof. He put plank over the rail fioor of this and himself 
and wife slept in it for years. They named it the Castle. 

In a short time Lieutenant D~Costa  was sent out with his 
negro C'ompany to parole aH. Some held back but Lieutenant 
Boggt'};. did noto He reported and was promptly paroled. 
He di '- ~ i{ed to ~e  paroled by a negro commander.I 

He was in the prime.of life, not one gray hair in his head. 
It was not long before many repoJ í.s were in circulation tha.l 
aH property w.)uld be confiscated. Lieutenant Boggess ha.d 
made a nice stock of cattle and during the war the calves had 
not been marked and as soon as he could split rails and build 
cow pens he went to hunting and rnarking and branding ane 
remained at home and attended to hif; ~  wn business. 

The refugees began fiocking back to their hornes. They 
were largely in the majority and they at once began to 
domine~r,  forniing, league::;, planning and plotting. After 
they went off and joined with the U nion forces the Confederate 
officials gathered their hogs and cattle and sold them. This 
Lieutenant Boggess had nothing to do with. The refugees at 
once went to the commanding officer at Tampa and they made 
out many fiétitious c~aims  and had the settlers summoned to 
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Tampa to court. Captain Boggess had thirty men with 
him on a scout and they met soon one morning four of the 
refugees that were coming from Fort Myers. They were riding­
and they had shoes that some of them sent back to their 
wives. The men ran them in a bay and surrounded it and 
captured them. The shoes were sold and the proceeds dis­
tributed among those that captured them. The horses were 
turned OVer to men that owned them. Matbew p~.  Lyons was 
one of the men captured and his b1ack stallion horse. He 
sued CaptaiIl; Boggess for three hundred dollars. and was rid­
ing the horse at the triU. Col. John A. Anderson went with 
Captain Boggess and introduced him to Major Cumbee, who 
had on1y a few days previous relieved Lieutenant Smith, the 
officer who -issued the summoQ.s. Captain Boggess exp1ained 
how matters stood to Major Cumbee and he to1d him to go and 
tell all of those that were summoned to go home. 

This was glor'ious news to them for some of them were sued­
for 1arge amounts. Mathew P. Lyons was there and Captain 
Boggess gave him a nice ta1k and cou1d scarce1y refrain from 
beating him. He has been a1ways guilty of similar aél:s: was 
separated frem bis wife and he is now living on charity; is 
not respeél:ed by any one and he has aél:ed so bad1y that he is 
hiding from those he once endeavored to swind1e. His fami1y 
will have nothing to do with him. 

The refugees he1d a high hand and they· have banded to­
gether, some of them, but all of their schemes have fallen to 
the gróund and good feeling prevails today. 

"..- CHAfTER IX. 
¡ 

Before the war Capto Jas. 14cRay and Col. Jacob Summer­
lin opened up a cattle trad~  with the Is1and of Cuba. South 
Florida was now raising more catt1e than there was a market 
for and the trade was opened up again. Captain Boggess 
assisted in shippinp- a" steamer load to Cuba and while there 
made arrangements to continue shipping and during the year 
1867 he shipped twenty thousand be·ef cattle and made ten 
thousand dollars. Being in the catt1e business is a nice busi­
ness and exciting enough to be attraél:ive at aH times. 

From 1862 to 1867 tbere were but few cattle marketed and 
the prairies were covered with fine cattle that were wild, and 
it required aman that was a good horseman and that under­
stood the business tboroutThly to hand1e thetn. Rounding up, 
marking, and branding was begun in February and never stop­
ped until December. " 

Sorne of the shippers -let the Spaniards have - ten thottSand 
head and a1though they went to the City of Havana, identified 
the cattle and aH they effeéted nothing on1y a stay in Havana 
of six months. While there Captain Boggess leariled a great 
deal of the 1anguage and if he had remained some· langer 
would have known it perfeél:1y. 

While there he had a fearful experience. John M. Pearce 
and Captain Boggess were up late one night and stopped "in 
the park of the Pa1ace and 1aid down on the benches. Both 
of thern fell asleep and Captain Boggess was awakened by 
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four Spaniards handling him roughly. He fougbt them off 
and would grab hold of Pearce and pul1 bim off but be would 
crawl- back. Captain Boggess fought them and could knock 
one down e.very time be hit bim. One of them from behind 
him hit bim' on the cheek wiih °a machete ~nd  knocked him 
down. Captain Boggess bad p~l1ed  out bis °knifeobut could 
not open it. He kn~w  if th~y  found it on him it would go 
hard with him and he threw it ,,"way. Tbey all broke for tbe 
knife and he brokethe other Way and scaled tbe iron pickets 
ánd would have escaped but be ran into the patrols. There 
was no resort on]y to surrender. Those four followed him 
up"and tbey, witb a rabble oí a bundred, too~  bitQ. to Fort 
Cubanas, and tried to force bim to enter a trap door. "Tbis be 
did not intend to do. A long, yel~ow  slii~k  would run in near 
him and spit in bis face. He pointed to him but tbey all only 
latighed. Captain Boggess gave him a kick under his chin 
the next tim~  he cam~,  and sent him b3.ckwards a howling. 
This made them alllaugb and cry> "Bravo, Americano." 

Lieut~nant  Canock; of tbe army, kn~w  Captain Boggess 
wel1 and he heard of the trouble and cam~  and at once made 
them release him and sent two m~n  to escort bim back to 
where he had left Pearce. He was still there and asleep. 
He was awakened and witb Captain Boggess went to tbe 
Hotel San Isabel. There they had Captain Boggess' cheek, 
which was cut through to his teeth, dressed, by applying 
arnica; there is no scar. He appealed to the American Con­
sul, but they said that it was a case of mistaken identity. 
There was a reward of several thousand dol1ars offered for a 
roan that resembled Captain Boggess greatly. Therefore he 
bad no redress. 

Captain Boggess was in Havana wben tbe Steamsbip Vir­
ginius witb Captain Fry was captured at Santiago. Tbose 
were squally times. One morning Capto Geo. Booker and 
Captain Boggess were walking down tbe street and just abead 
of them tbere carne out of an alley a crowd of men, some óf 
tbem armed. Tbey began to heat three of tbe party down and 
witb tbeir bayonets and tbe butt' oí theh" guns tbey soon had 
tbem dead. Thi; was a common occurrence· Tbese tbree 
were insurgents that bad slipped in. Wben one was caugbt 
he was iusi.J.ntIy killed and bis body bauled out to wbere tbe 
dead' animals are bauled and tbrown dov/n for tbe dogs and 
buzzards to feast on. 

Col. John B. Bell, who bad lived in the City of Havana for 
fifty years, said that there was not an official in Havana, from 
the captain-general down., tbat did not havé a price and proved 
bis assertion to be correct in several instances. 

Tbe duty' on American cattle is regulated by a body of 
inspectors or tbe cbief of tbat body. Tbe chief bas seven 
assistants. Wben tbe butcbers wisb American cattIe sbipped 
in tbey go before tbem and make tbe best terms possible by 
paying tbe cbief and his assistants. Then wben the duty is 
low cattle dealers rusb in, and wben tbey get well stocked· 
the butchers again go before tbein and pay to have the duty 
increased. o 

Col. Jake Summerlin and Captain Boggess sbipped to 
Havana no bead of fine steers. Captain -Boggess went wi1:h 
them and tbey lost $IOoo on tbem. Captain Boggess at the 
same time made a contrad to sell 240 one and two-year-olds. 
Tbe duty on tbem was $1.75 a head. Some of tbe two-year­
olds were well grown and tbe inspeétor contended tbat he pay 

"
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$3.50 per head for the whole loto He sbipped to J. C. Burn­
ham & Co. and Louis Gonzales, a Cuban, was salesman for 
the house and he was shrewd. He. made an arrangement that 
went at the low duty and Captain Boggess was to give him a. 
black rooster for one cargo and a fawn that had the stripes on 
for the otber cargo, amounting to $320. 

On the first trip over Captain Boggess secured a fine black 
Spanish rooster (he was a beauty) and by the time he arrived 
in Havana the sailors had him good and gentle and he would 
crow in their arms. The inspeél:or always comes out in the 
boato As soon' as he saw Captain Boggess he stood up and 
enquired for his rooster. He was soon on board and had his 
rooster in his arms. On tbe way up Captain Boggess and the 
inspeél:or stopped at a restaura~t  to get breakfast. The house 
was large and full. The rooster would crow and there' was 
not one man that d id not go over and take the rooster in his 
arros. The r~oster  was a great crower and he kept it up con.., 
tinually. 

The .next tiip Captain Boggess carried the fawn. It was a 
beauty and he said he never saw anything to equal tbe iecep­
tion he meto It must have equalled the reception of Admiral 
Dewey in New York. The inspeél:or was always glad to meet 
Gaptain Boggess and afterwards he did him many favors. 
Captain Boggess often brought things over and had to slip 
them on board. He always found the 'man and offered him 
pay. If he gave him haH an ounce and he was not satisfied 
he would }lut one hand up and c]ose one eye and Captain Bog­
gess would have to give him another to c10se the other. 

CHAPTER X. 

As soon as the cattle· were on board, as a general thing, 
Captain Boggess would have to make the sett]ement. He 
started from Ft. Myers, intending .to return the same day, but 
could noto When he left it was very warmand he left his 
coat. By next morning there was asevere norther. blowing. 
He borrowed a thick, fiannel, double-breasted shirt from the 
mate. When he got ready to leave aH his men were gone. 
After riding up fast for six miles and not overtaking them he 
slacked up. Just as he rode into a wide slough there"was an 
alligator fourteen feet ]on"g. He began coming towards 
Captain Boggess,snapping his ponderous jaws. There was a 
mangrove stump near by and the top was there also and cut 
off, but the one that had trim~ed  it left the knots two incbes 
or more long. Tbe Captain thought he wou)d have some fun. 
Re hitched his his horse to the stump, gót down and picked 
up the pole, intending to breach tbe alligator down in bis 
loins. However, he would turn as fast as the man could and 
always had his head to him, ready for a fight. Captain 
Boggess got tired of going around and gave him a punch with 
the poleo As it bit him be grabb.ed it in his mouth and began 
turning over. The Captain held the pole but of co~rse  cou le. 
not prevent it from t~rning,  and the first thing he knew the 
knots had caught tbe shiit and he could not loosen. it, .and 
had to fall down, his headto the alligator's and hold the pole 
to keep from being choked to death. 
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Tbe water was about six inches deep and there was some 
stool mangroves where be fello He had no way. of ascertain-, 
ing how many times be turne4 but it appeared to be thousands 
and with ligbtning speed. Wben the a11igator stopped his 
face was up but be was near1y dead from strangulation, as he 
could not breath when he waa turning as he got his moutb 
full of salt water. He took his kilife, opened it and stuck it 
in the ground, intending if tbe a11igator began turning again 
to cut thc sbirt off. .He gave one turn and cast an eye on the 
alligator. He was lying stHl with his eyes sh!1t.,He held 
tbe pole as sti11 as possible: and gave anotber turno This 
relieved him greatly andhe gave anotber and pu.lled tbe ,shirt , 
loose. He then jumped, up grabb,ed bis bat and knife, and tbe 
'gator backed off tbe pole and came for bim. He ran to his 
borse, jerked bis revolver out of the bolster and by ihat time 
tbe reptile was not mOJ;e than six feet from him. He let him 
have a bullet between the eyes and kept up sbooting until be 
emptied bis revolver, which was a Navy six-sbooter. He 
tben took bis knife, cut him open on botb sides, gave him a+ 
few licks witb the pole, went to tbe borse, put tbe pistol in 
t he scabbard, took out a flask of gin be bad in tbe saddle 
bags, took a square drink, mounted and flew for Fort Myers 
as wet as a rat, near.ly froze, a11 tbe skin off bis face, but. a 
little wiser tban an bour previous. , Hewas wet and his hair 
and eyes and c10thes were stiff witb mudo 

Tbe men inquired wbat was tbe matter but be told them his 
borse fell in an alligator cave. It was some time before 
Captain .Boggess told any one as he felt ashamed of being so 
foolisb as to be fas tened to an a11igator. " . 

Wben he was choked down by tbe alligator's turning he 
.. 
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bad no tbought tben of ever being alive to narrate the incident. 
Previous to tbat time Captain Boggess had k.:Ued many with 
bis VI wbip and knife. He could wben in practice cut out 
an aldgator's eyes witb the whip and tben finish ki11ing "him 
witb bis pocket knife. 

In those days theJ e wére mi11ions of alligators. Captain 
Boggess says he has seeJl lakes of water of two acres in 
extent that any one could have waIked in all direétions' on 
their heads if they bad b~en  stationary. But owing to the 
great demand for tbeir !lides they are now scarce and wild. 

Tbis country was full of panther and bear. Tbree men, of 
whom yaptain Boggess was ón~,  chased a'large bear and with 
a knife tied on a pole, ki11ed. him. Another large bear was 
run down witb horses. Cow whips were used to turn him 
from tbe big cypress until one of the men threw a rope, 
catching him around the neck, tying bi~  to a tree. He then 
caugbt bim by the leg, tbrow;ng him down and cutting his 
throat. He would bave weighed 600 pounds. 

L. H. Parker, Z. 1. Curry and tbe AuthoI found one and 
gave chase, soon rounding hitil up with whips. Cutting a 
pole and lasbing a knife to it they would throVl it and stick 
the knife in bim. The bear made a dash for Curry, jumping 
up on his borse. Curry, by suddenly wheeling his horse, 
threw the bear to the ground. They soon had him so weak 
from running and loss of blood that they killed him. Also 
another was ki11ed in the same way. Tbey never let one 
escape that they found. "Tb~y  ki11ed another that was very 
vicious. He never attempted to climb. He was ki11ed with 
ligbtwood knots and pocket knives. The bears were genera11y 
very fat and easy to tire. Tbis one would weigh 800 pounds . 
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With a drag whip one' could be turned in any direélJon. A 
drag is a long whip.. _ 

In 1868 Capto Lewis Lanier, Lewis Parker and the Au~hor  

had driven off some of their catt1e on the Caloosahat~~ee  

River and could not find them. They had a cow pen opp(.::iite 
FortMyers and decided that the' cattle must be in the bay 
country." They made an ~arly  start down the river and soon 
.after starting struck fresh-qurned woods. .When nearing the 
bay they turned north an4 at noon had not reached the edge 
of the burnt woods. They' f)topped for noon and started for 
-campo They had only ri4den a short time until they saw 
some palmetto bunches that had not been burned, the first 
they had see-n after reaching the burn. They had three do-gs 
with them that would catch -anything that walked. They ran 
in a c1ump of palmetto and out ran S: panther. The" dogs were 
at its heels and itran up a pine tree in a short time. The 
pines are not talL This one was stooping and had dead snags 
on the body until near the top where it. had two forks. t-

They decided to chunk it out and while touis Parker and 
Captain Boggess threw pine ~ots,  Captain Lanier would hunt 
and bring them to them. Parker and Boggess were both good 
throwers a:.ld could hit him but he was toq high to knock out 
and for fear of the dogs would not jump. Captain Boggess 
remarked, "1 wonder if any one would climb up the tree if he 
wi11 not jump." Blount said te yes," he saw aman climb to 
one and it jumped out. This decided Captain Boggess as he 
was always a good climber from a boyo Hé stripped to under 
shirt and drawers. They were new"and Mrs. Boggess alway's 
fe11ed the "seams to prevent fleas from hiding in them. He 
cut a pine poleo It was stubbyand heavy, about nine feet 

long. Parker attached his 'knife to the pole and up Boggess" 
went with tbe assistance of a pole to rest his feet on. Wheti 
he reached the first snags he reached down and -got his poleo 
Bearing it on a limb, he kept going up. - On nearirig th~  fork 
it was ft solid climb of about fifteen feet~  - By this -time -the 
rain was pouring clown, making it much more difficult to 
climb. But he reached a snag just below the fork and 
loo~ing  through the fork could see the panther standing with 
hind feet on one limb and fore feet on the other. The Captain 
wound his arm around the tree and worked the pole up. He 
had an uncomfortable place to operate as there was nothing 
for his foot to rest upon. -He b;.ad to sit on his left thigb. His 
right foot was continua1ly slipping down. He brace-d the pole' 
against a limb under the panther. The 'dogs were bar~ing  

and jumping up the tree, which attraéted the panther's atten­
tion. Boggess got the pole in position and -gave the animal 
a jab. To his astonishment it turned and saw his head aIid 
made direél:ly for him, with its eyes as big as saucers, its tail 
brist1ed up and teeth shining. Captain Í,anier ye1led' to Bog­
gess to give it another puncho The pale was so heavy that he 
could not in the situation he was in and hé let it drop. He 
then threw his leg from over the snag and a knot caught t.he 
drawers at the seam and stuck through. The seam made a 
cord so large that he could not for his life break it. A1l of 
this time the panther was getting nearer and every effort thé 
Captain made his body would get lower. He knew he could 
not hold on a minute longer and grabbe~  the tree with his left 
aim and with a1l the power he had in his right arm hit tbe 
snag and it broke. He went down, but just how he never 
knew. He br~ke  for a tree, feeling the c1aws of that panther 
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tearing him to pieces. He happened to run to thp same tree 
that Parker said he got behind to prevent seeing him faH and 
be killed. Captain Boggess remarked, ftWel1, 1 shaH never 
climb to another panther." He took up two knots and threw 
at it, hitting it both times. He passed under the panther and 
saw blood on the palmetto. He had stuck the knife in it but 
hit the breast bone. That is why it did. not jump. AH at 
once it turned around and out it jumped, the dogs at its heels. 
Boggess grabbed a pole and Parker did also, and both ran 
after the dogs. In a short time they turned and came direéUy 
back. Boggess sto'od with his pole ready to break it down in 
the loins, but when' in ª' few feet of 1im it turned and ran up 
a tree, stopping at the first limbo Parker and Boggess began 
to throw knots at it, and Captain Lanier brought the pole that 
had the knife lashed to it and he punched at the panther. It 
caught the knife in its teeth. He gave the pole a sling. and 
down came p~le,  panther and aH. The dogs covering it, ~:ith  

a pole Boggess hit it on the head and Parker with the·. knif'e. 
They killed it. The panther was a female and she measured 
nine feet from tip to tipo The Author nevero felt prouder of 
any feat than he did then, standing on that panther. 

It continued raining. They got lost, remained out aH night 
with nothing to eat for men, horses or dogs. They arrived at 
camp early next morning, where they had plenty, and dried 
themselves and went to sleep. They had left sorne caU]e in 
the pen, those they turned out. .. 

Previous to this trip Nelson Tillis had been over there and 
his dog had a fight with a panther in which the dog was killed. 
He had sel fire in the woods to burn the panther up. Being a 
dry time there was a black burn for twenty miles square. 
The panther they killed was the same one. 

.. 
... 

CHAPTER XI. 
. ... ­

F. C. M. Boggess moved from Fort Meade in r86r and has 
lived in Manatee and DeSoto counties up to the present ~ime.  

He has b~en  engaged in nearly every occupation but has not 
hcr:n íortunate in 'emassing a fortune. He accidentally Sl10t 
himself in the knee in August, r86g and the bullet is stil} 
embedded in the bone but the time is drawing near when he 
intends to have it extraéted. 

He married the second time, Miss Pauline R. Seabrook, of 
Bluffton, South Carolina, on January ro,' 1874. They have 
only three chíldren, Mamie 1., Frank S. and Georgia E. 
Mar-e 1. i~ married' to Earnest E. Brown and lives at Carl­
tOD'S MilJ, in Osceola county, Florida. They have two child­
ren, a gir] five years of a.ge and a boy three years old. Mamie 
is 24 years of age, Frank S. is 23.. He married Miss Clayton 
Garret, of DeSoto county, Florida. ' Georgia E.is· fifteen and 
single and resides with her parents on Peace River, at the 
site oí the origiLal Fort. All the children were born at the 
present homestead. Frank S. owns a place near Fort Ogden 
and he will make it his future home. J 

. lf Captain Boggess has any enemies he is not aware oí the
 
faét. He is a member oí the School Board of DeSoto c:::>unty.
 
The schools are aH in a fiourishing condition. But there are
 

. some things defficient. One is that the amount of money is
 
not sufficient to run the schools five months and they should
 
extend to ten months. There are sixty-eight white and two
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colored schools in the county. 
DeSoto county is a splendid place to .1ive, good climate, 

very healthy and good lands that produce free but require 
fertilizitig. There are fine bodies of pine and cypress timber. 
The county is rich in phosphate deposits. There will be 
more oranges shipped from here tbis season than from any 
county in the state. . 

The frequent freezes have', retarded the planting of young 
groves, although it is no colder now tban it has been for fifty 
years. Orange raising will in a short time be engaged in
extensively . . . .' . ... .' , ..- ..,'_. ..... ,," ~ -" 

Captain Boggess has always been patriotic-was educated 
to be that way, to respect old age and all officials. Believes 
in his country and wants it to be the greatest country on the 
earth, and there is no reaspn that it should not be. It has 
stood longer than republic ever did and if we can' keep 
down fanaticism, anarchy and cow~stealing  there is no reason 
that it should not stand a. thousand years. , 

The Anti-Expansionists will cut but a small figure. '" We 
have alteady expanded and we will keep on expanding.' 
Should China be parcelled off the United States will stand 
ready to get a good slice. The last war has taught the 
American people that we are the foremost nation on the earth 
and that where the stars 'and stripes are hoisted tbey will 
remain for all time to come. . 

This is the second book that Captain Boggess has written. 
The other was on Florida. The writer has avoided saying 
anything much about Florida in this and it is only a remi-' 
niscence of his life. He could have made it more extended 
but this gives the adventures in a condensed form and the 
writer trusts that no one will regret the price paid for it. 

Kindest regards to all readérs of this little sketch. 
. . Respectfully,' 

Jf'¡-a-nctd Yf: v/t: '$7?e~á.  

Appendix. 
--0-­ J. 

The Se111inóle Indians. , 
Th~  Seminole U:ibe of In~iatts  that former1y occupied near1y 

all of the state of Florida and that was at one time considered 
to be the most warlike tribe if'not the'la.rgest in tbe southern 
states, has diminished in numbers until today there are not 

,one thousand, all told, remaiñing in the entire state of Florida. 
,They have been driven through the entire state until now 
what few rem.ain are in the Everglades. They do not take 
kindly. to any aid offered by the b ')ve~ent, and as to teach­
ing them in schools tbere haf~  been but Httle progress made. 
Irhe:y have had an agent and .,aey have. hado a saw-mill that 
fuey might build houses, but very liule advance has been 
hade in civilizing them. They prefer to be left alone to 
I 

rilake their own living, which is done by means of the rich 
hammock lands that the squaws cultivate and the men hunt 
otter, coons and alligators, aH for their skins. They also 
hunt plu~e  birds for their plumes and.. the traders buy the 
skins and plumes and sell.them what they want. They own 
now breech-10ading guns and are good marksmen. They kili 
rattlesnak;s and round skin them and get one dollar each for 
their skins. ,. 

They have been driven by the encroachments of the whites 
and the cattle eat up their crops as tbey have only priÍnitive 
fences out of poles and brush whic>:t the cattle and hogs hreak 
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through and destroy théi~  crops:--"eii 'some oI the..'hanimocks 
they had orange groves. These the people have bought from 
them until there are now none of them living north of the 
Everglades. '. ..' _ 

They increase slowly. It wou"1d be better if tbe govern­
ment would make a yearly áppropriation and pay tbem the 
money and let them spend it Q.S suited them. The cost would· 
~o~  .be S9 greal and be of m·tqh more benefit to tbem._- Thére 

. is no danger oí their going Oll the war-path ever again.· 
There is a society formed to look after th~ni  and their 

intere~t.s  and it has done more good than aH the government 
has. If thé Indians are mistreated the society investigates it 
at" once~Capt. F. 'A. Hendry and myself are two of the 
members: The pre~ident  and others live' at Kissim1J;lee City'. 

TheI...i.dians treat aH who ~.drppen  to go to their homes well 
but a're suspicious of strang(.~·ls.  The oldwarriors know alf 
of the pioneers and they havé ¡llore confidence in them than. 
strangers. F. C. M. BOGGESS. 
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