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CORRECTIONS IN VOLUME III.

Pqe 8, title to portrait. For" HI/olor-General PrelIton
Bmith." read " BrigadJ8I'General Pre8ton Bmith."

Pa«e 19. tttle to portrait. For" Lleutenant-General B. F.
Cheatham," read "HI/olor-General B. F. Cheatham."

Pa«e 25, note to ploture. General Dllke wrItea that hl8
forcell were not engaged In the attack on Cage'. Ford.
The note 8hould read: "AooordJng to a note on the
lithograph. a detachmeut of Horgan'8 cavalry, and
of Infantry." etc.

Pa«e 37. Becond note, ~18t and 25th 1J:nelI. For " Llenten
ant Harmon," read " LleoteD.ant Harman."

Pa«e 60, title. For "John lll. Wl1ght," read "J. Hont,.
gomery Wright."

Page 112. 11th line. Omit the WOMB "who Joined me
here."

Pa«e fl3, 15th line. For" Cumberland Gap." 1"6114
"Cumberland Ford."

Page 1ft. ftn<t column, laBt line. For" 1877." read "1878."

Pa«e 188. title to pioture. For" From a photoIll'&Ph."
read .. From an engraving by H. B. Hall."

Pa«e 187, aooond artiole. lith line. For" LIeutenant
W. A. Dalley," read" captain W. A. Daney."

Pa«e :IJ'J, date In title to picture. For "May ~." read
uXayld."

Page D, 7th line from the lut. The reference to
Poague meana the Rookbrldge Artillery, and that
to Palmer. the llIt Richmond HowitBen, then under
HcCarthy.

Pa«e ~,. For" Bev. Dr B. T. LeoY." read "Bev. Dr.
B. F.Leoy."

Page~ note under portrait. For"The uniform i8 that
of a tle14-oftloer in the regular infantry. Early In
the war General BeynoldB waa Llentenant-Colonel
of the lith United Btatea Infantry... eto., read "The
nntform fa that of a tleld-oft!cer In the regular army.
Early In the war General Beynold8 wu promoted
trom Captain in the 8d Artillery to Llentenant
Colonel of the lith United Btatea Infantry." etc.

Page 817, II6COnd column. 10th line from bottom. For
.. 8tewart'8 and NloboU·.." read "8teaart·. and
Nloho1l8·•."

1lAme, II6CODd column. 25th line from the laat. For
"Bhaler'8 and Canda·.... read "Bbaler·. and Candy·s."
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read tbe "187tb.'·

Pa«e 3'J7. 8d line. For" Generals J. B. Andtll'llOn and G.
T. Robertson." read "Generals G. T. Anderson and
J. a Roberteon."

Pa«e lIIIlI. 18th line from top (also PIIgll t.87. tlrat column,
uth line from bottom). For" Colonel W. G. de
sa1J8llure." read "Colonel W. D. de BaullllUre."

Pa«e 37i. For" The batterle. were found and brought
up and Fitzhugh'•• We1r'8. and Parsons·.... etc.. read
"The batteries were brought up and FitBbugh's
Welr'•• Wbeeler's, ParaoDR·.," etc.

Pa«e 888, lItlOOIld column, ith l1ne. For" UnW Colonel
Devereaau: repeated it." r-d " UnW Colonel DeV61'
eaux 1"tlpeated It to Colonel Mallon."

Pa«e 89t. dncludlnl{ map) and~ 89li. Whenever the
"ThIrd Battal10n of the 18t Vermont Cavalry" fa
mentioned. read "Be60nd Battalion": and when
ever the latterfa mentioned, read "Third Battallon."

Page t.15. second columu. ftd line. Omit the statement
" neverthel688 neither Howard nor 8100mn 11'811 wei
oome in Meade'. army. and they both lIOugbt .orvice
in the West under 8herman." General Blocuw, on
July 9th, 1888. wrote: "My relationa with General
Meade were always pleasant. I never lIOught lMlmoe
at the WllBt, and regretted leaving the Easto"

Pa«e m. For" Colonel Lewis Merrall," read " Colonel
Lewis Merrtll.'·

Page t.llll. Note. For" Morriacn's 80th Louisiana." read
"Morrison's 81st Loui81ana.'·

8ame. Note, laRt line. For "IJeutenantrColonel Jay."
read "IJentenant-Colonel Ivey."

Page iW, tlrat column. For" Captain Saunden," read
"Captaiu E. J. Bandera."

Pa«e Mt., title to picture. For" Quinby's divi.lon of
HcClernand·. Corpll," read .. Qnlnby's dlvi8lon of
McPberllOn'. Corps."

Pa«e lillO, note to cut. The BIG,. of lite w..., WaR seized at
Indianola, To.... in April, Il1GJ. Bee Vol. I., P. 625.

PlIgllll68, undercut. For "Trenton." read "Benton."

Pa«e 1i69. ith line from the lut. For" on the 9th.'. read
uOD tbe8tb."

Pa«e tm, 8600nd column, last line. For" Acting M:allters
Milliken and Nicholls," read "Aoting Masters H1l1i
ken and Phillips."

Pa«e 580. flrst column, 7th line from bottom. For" In
thia way a belligerent v6lllMll was •neutrallBed,' " read
" Thus a belligerentveaael was It,.., .neutralized.'''

Pa«e 58'1,l~d to cut. For," Bee previous page," read
"Bee foot-note below."

Pa«e 599. roster, second column. For" 25th conn., Lleut.
Col. HalIOn C. Wlld," read "25th Conn•• LIeut.-Col
MallOn C. Weld."

Page 1120, 9th line from laat. For" Colonel Bradley of
the 5~d Illlnofa," road "Colonel Bradley of the 51.t
IllJnoI8."

PIIgll 8lIlI. Third note. For "November 25th." read
"November 2'lth."

PIIgll 686, II6COnd column, 11th line. For" Colonel J. G.
Wllder." read "Colonel J. T. Wilder." Fourteenth
line. For" Garrison Fork of Elk River. which Is
about four miles south of Tullahoma." read "Gar
1180n Fork. and pUllhed on to Elk RIver in rear of
Tunahoma."

Pa«e '129. second column. 9th line. For"82d Indiana."
read "88d Indiana."

Pa«e 780, aecond column. For" HI/ol.-Gen. Ambrose P.
8tewart," read .. Maj.-Gen. A,leJrander P. Btewart."



IN TMI V......

BRAGG'S INVASION OF KENTUCKY.

BY JOSEPH WHEELER. LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, C. S. A.

GENERAL BRAGG succeeded General Beauregard in command of the
Confederate troops at Tupelo, Miss., about fifty miles south of Corinth,

on June 27th,1862. The field returns of June 9th, a week after our army
reached Tupelo, reported it at 45,080. J This return included the Army of
Mississippi, reenforced by the troops brought from Arkansas by Generals
Price and Van Dorn, together with detachments gathered from various locali
~ies. About two thousand cavalry not included in this return also belonged
to the army. This was the maximum force General Bragg could expect to
concentrate at that point. General Halleck, immediately confronting Bragg
with the armies of Grant, Pope, and Buell, had in and about Corinth a force
of 128,315 men, of which the field return of June 1st showed 108,538 present
for duty. A division reporting 8682 for duty, under the Federal General
George W. Morgan, WaB at Cumberland Gap; a division with 6411 for duty,
under General Ormsby M. Mitchel, WaB in north Alabama, and three bri
gades were located at Nashville, Murfreesboro', and other points in middle
Tennessee. Buell soon started en route to north Alabama, General Halleck
remaining at or near Corinth with seventy thousand men for duty, a force
~trong enough to hold Corinth and west Tennessee, while Buell could menace
or even invade Alabama or north Georgia.

The changed condition of the opposing armies during four months should
now be considered. In January, 1862, the Confederates had held all of

J To prevent miseoneeption, and to avoid fre- returns of Confederate troops Ishall always include
quent repetitions, I will here state that through- all officers, all non-eommissioned officers, and all
out this paper when I mention the figures of field privates who are reported presentfor duty.-J. W.
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2 BRAGG'S INVASION OF KENTUCKY.

'"

Tennessee and most of Kentucky, and the Mississippi River from Columbus
to the delta. Now, after a series of Confederate reverses, both States were
virtually under the control of the armies under General Halleck, and the
Federal flotilla sailed unmolested from St. Louis to Vicksburg. The Federal
right was thrown forward into Mississippi. Its center occupied north Ala
bama, and its left was pressing the Confederates to the southern border of
east Tennessee.

The Confederate problem was ~o devise some plan to turn the tide of dis
aster and recover at least a portion of our lost territory. Our soldiers had
expected a battle at Corinth, in which they felt confident of as decisive a vic
tory as was won by them on the first day. of Shiloh; and the withdrawal to
Tupelo had at last forced upon them a conviction that the numerical prepon
derance of the enemy was such that they could not expect to cope success
fully with the combined- armies then commanded by General Halleck.

Already the army had suffered much from sickness, and we could hardly
expect any improvement while it remained idle in the locality where it had
halted after its retreat from Corinth. An advance into west Tennessee
would not afford protection to Alabama or Georgia. An advance into middle
Tennessee by crossing the river at Florence, Decatur, or any neighboring point,
would have the disadvantage of placing the Confederates between the armies
of Grant and Buell under circumstances enabling these two commanders to
throw their forces simultaneously upon General Bragg, who could not, in this
event, depend upon any material cooperation from the army in east Tennessee
under General Kirby Smith. There was another line for an aggressive move
ment. A rapid march through Alabama to Chattanooga would save that city,

protect Georgia from invasion, and
open the way into Tennessee and Ken
tucky, without the disadvantage of an

o intervening force between the column
commanded by Bragg and that under
the orders of General Kirby Smith.
This movement was determined upon
and resulted in what is called the
Kentucky Campaign of 1862.

Major-General E. Kirby Smith had
reached Knoxville March 8th, 1862,
and assumed command of the Confed
erate troops in east Tennessee. The
returns for June reported his entire
force at 11,768 infantry, 1055 co.v
alry,~ and 635 artillery. The occu
pation of Cumberland Gap, June 18th,
bya Federal division, and the approach
of Buell's forces toward Chattanooga

JUl' o. NOBTB IIlII8U81l'l'I ..urn WEST TUNB88B&. seriously threatened his department.

t Not including Allston's brigade.-EDITOR8.
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General Bragg recognized the inadequacy of General Smith's force, and on
June 27th he transferred the division commanded by Major-General John P.
McCown from Tupelo to Chattanooga. ~ Forrest and John H. Morgan had
already been sent into middle Tennessee and Kentucky, and the operations
of these enterprising officers materially lessened the pressure upon General
Smith. Correspondence between Generals Bragg and Smith resulted in an
order, dated July 21st, transferring the entire Army of Mississippi to Chatta
nooga. To mislead the enemy and to prevent an advance upon Tupelo,
Bragg had, on the 19th, sent Colonel Joseph Wheeler with a brigade of cav
alry into west Tennessee, and Brigadier-General Frank C. Armstrong with
a like force into north Alabama. Wheeler's operations in west Tennessee
may be briefly summarized as a rapid march from Holly Springs, Mississippi,
~General Kirby Smith, in a letterdated July 14th, 1862, estimated SteveDllon'sdivilrion at 10,000,

Beth's and McCown's at 10,000, Morgan's cavalry 1300. "OIBcial Records," Vol. XVI., Pt. II., p.
727.-EJ)ITOBS.
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4 BRAGG'S INVASION OF KENTUCKY.

to Bolivar, Tennessee; an attack upon the outposts at that plac'e; the destruc
tion of bridges on the line of communications of the troops at Bolivar and
Jackson; a number of slight affairs with the enemy's cavalry, and the burn
ing of a quantity of cotton in transit to the North.

One week was thus occupied behind the enemy's lines, the main object of
the movement being to create the impression of a general advance. On July
31st Bragg and Kirby Smith met at Chattanooga, and a joint movement into
middle Tennessee was determined upon, Price and Van Dorn being left to
confront Grant in northern Mississippi. On August 5th Bragg sent two of
his brigades (Cleburne's and Preston Smith's) to General Smith at Knoxville.
General C. L. Stevenson, with nearly nine thousand men, was ordered to watch
the Federal General G. W. Morgan, who occupied Cumberland Gap. General
Smith started on the 14th en route to Rogers's Gap, with 4 brigades, 6000
strong. The brigades of Preston Smith and B. J. Hill were commanded by
General P. R. Cleburne, and the brigades of McCray and McNair were under
command of General T. J. Churchill. General Henry Heth, with a force
nearly 4000 strong, was ordered to march direct to Barboursville by way of
Big Creek Gap, and the army was preceded by 900 cavalry under Colonel
John S. Scott. General Smith had at first contemplated cutting off the sup
plies of the garrison at Cumberland Gap, but learning that they were well
provisioned, and seeing the difficulty of supplying his own troops in the poor
and barren region of south-eastem Kentucky, he determined to push rapidly
on to the rich blue-grass country iiI the central part of the State. This deter
mination had been communicated to General Bragg, and a march toward
Lexington was commenced.

On the evening of the 29th, having reached. Madison County, Kentucky,
Colonel Scott found the enemy about half way between the small village of
Kingston and the town of Richmond. The force displayed and resistance
offered indicated that they were resolved to contest any farther advance of
the Confederates. Although his troops were quite weary and General Heth
was far to the rear, General Smith determined upon an immediate attack.
He was in the heart of Kentucky, and the Confederate commander rightly
judged that boldness was the surest road to victory.

Early on the 30th, General Cleburne, being in advance with his two bri
gades, found that the Federal force had moved forward and was in line of
battle about a mile north of Kingston and probably five miles south of Rich
mond. The extreme advance-guard of the enemy, about six hundred yards in
front of their main line, became engaged with Cleburne's leading brigade, com
manded by Colonel Hill, but after a light brush retired upon the main body
of the Federal army. Hill's brigade was soon formed in line behind the crest
of a low ridge which was nearly parallel with and about five hundred yards
south of the position occupied by the enemy. Cleburne also brought up
Douglas's battery, which he placed in a favorable position near the center of
his line. A fire of artillery and infantry commenced, and Captain Martin, with
a second battery, having arrived, it was also brought into action, and for two
hours both infantry and artillery were engaged from their respective positions.
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General Mahlon D. Manson, who was in command of the Federal anny
before General Nelson arrived, and who commenced the battle, now pushed
his left forward to turn our right. Cleburne met this with one reg
iment of Preston Smith's brigade, which had been fonned. behind a crest
in his rear, but the persistence of the enemy in that quarter made it neces
sary to reenforce the right with all of the reserve brigade under Preston
Smith.

In the meantime General Kirby Smith had reached the field with the two
brigades (McCray's and McNair'S) forming General Churchill's division. He
promptly dispatched that officer with one brigade to turn the enemy's right.
The Federal commander, apparently disregarding this movement, still boldly
advanced. his own left to carry out his plan of turning the Confederate flank.
This well-eonceived manoouvre at first seemed to endanger the Confederate
army, but Colonel Preston Smith with his brigade stood finn, and after a
severe struggle checked and finally drove back the advancing enemy. Gen
eral Cleburne, who up to this time had displayed. both skill and gallantry, was
severely wounded and left the field. General Churchill had now gained the ene
my's right, and by a bold and determined. charge threw the enemy into disorder.

Two miles farther north the Federal force made a stand, and McCray's
gallant brigade, by a rapid march, struck their right, while Cleburne's division,
now commauded by Colonel Preston Smith, moved to the attack in front. The
celerity of McCray's movements brought him into action before the other
troops reached the field, and he suffered from the concentration of a galling and
destructive fire; but the approach of Preston Smith, with troops cheering as
they advanced. again, caused a rout of the Federal anny, closely followed by our
victorious soldiers. When in sight of the town of Richmond the enemy were
seen forming for a final struggle upon a commanding ridge, which had been
judiciously selected. by the Federal commander, Major-General William
Nelson, both of the enemy's flanks being protected by skirts of woods.
General Smith promptly sent McNair's brigade again to turn the Federal
flank, and with the remaining force attacked directly in front. A warm fusil
lade lasted a few moments, when the Federal annyagain retreated. Early in
the morning Colonel Scott had been sent to gain the rear of the town. His
arrival at this moment increased the dismay of the enemy, and assisted
materially in securing prisoners. The reports of the division and brigade
commanders show that General Smith's entire force was about five thousand.
The enemy supposed it much greater, their estimate including General Heth,
but his division did not join General Smith until the day after the battle. ~
Kirby Smith's loss was 78 killed, 372 wounded, and 1 missing.

Nelson in his report speaks of his own command on the Kentucky River as
16,000 strong,\ and the official report of casualties is given as 206 killed, B44
wounded, and 4303 captured.. The Federal official reports admit that nine
pieces of artillery and all their wagon trains were captured by the Confederates.

} In a letter to Gilneral Bragg dated August 24th, 1862, General Kirby Smith saYI he will have
with him, in his advance to Lexington, "about 12,000 elfective men!'-EDITOB8.

, This is the total force lpoken of by Nelson as being on the Confederate tlank.- EDITORS.
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General Manson contends that the Federals en
gaged did not exceed 6500.'* General Horatio

G, Wright, who commanded the department, in his report of Sept. 2d, says:

" The force engaged in the battle in front of Richmond W80II utterly broken up, and after all
the exertions that could be made to collect the stragglers, only 80me 800 or 900 could be found.
The remainder of the force were killed, captured, or scattered over the country."

*According to the oftlcial reports the Union force omy beeR MtUltered i"to aen:iu a f~1IJ daya. Gen
engaged eonsillted of Manson's and Croft's bri- eral Nelson says in his report that he had ordered
gades, eight regiments and two detachments of in- General ManllOn not to fight, but to fall back, so as
fantry, one regiment and A battalion of cavalry and to concentrate on the Confederate 8ank. See the
two batteries of artillery, all MID troops fCM 1Iad previous note.- EDITORS.
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Elated with success, and reenforced by about four thousand troops just
arrived under Heth, the victorious army moved forward to Lexington, and
was designated by its commander as " The .Army of Kentucky." During the
month of September the greater portion of the army remained in that vicinity.

On September 4th Colonel Scott, with a brigade of cavalry, was ordered
to push on as near as practicable to Louisville, and to destroy the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. Heth, with a division of infantry and a brigade of
cavalry, marched north; some of his troops, on September 6th, reached the
suburbs of Covington, but his instructions were not to make an attack upon
the city. Smith used vigorous efforts to gather and concentrate supplies,
arouse the people, and raise and organize troops for the Confederacy.

General George W. Morgan (Federal), who was left at Cumberland Gap
with 8682 men, seeing these active movements in his rear, evacuated t'hat
position on September 17th and made his way through eastern Kentucky to
the Ohio River at Greenupsburg, arriving there October 3d..

While these events were happening, Bragg had organized his army at
Chattanooga. into two wings. The right, commanded by General Polk, con
sisted of Cheatham's and Withers's divisions of infantry and Colonel Lay's
brigade of cavalry. The left wing, commanded by General Hardee, consisted
of Buckner's and Anderson's divisions of infantry and Wheeler's brigade of /
cavalry. This entire force, on August 27th, reported 27,816 officers and men
for duty. J On the 28th the army was fairly in motion, but up to this time
General Bragg had not positively determined upon his plan of campaign,
and much depended upon the course pursued by the Federal army.

As early as the 22d General Buell had established his headquarters at
Decherd, on the Nashville Railroad, thirty miles north-west of Stevenson, and
had all the supplies at Stevenson transferred to that place. t Two parallel
mountain ranges, running north-east and south-west, separated him from
Chattanooga. A railroad, connecting McMinnville and Tullahoma, ran nearly
parallel to the north-west slope of these mountain ranges. Already he had
located General Thomas at McMinnville with Wood's and Ammen's divisions,
while the divisions of Schoepf, McCook, and Thomas L. Crittenden were
near the Nashville and Stevenson Railroad within easy call of headquarters
at Decherd. Buell seemed impressed with the belief that Bragg's objective
point was Nashville, and that he would take the short route over the moun
tain by way of Altamont, which movement, if made, would have placed Bragg
between the force under Thomas and the rest of Buell's army. To prevent
this Buell, on the 23d, ordered these five divisions to concentrate at Altamont.
General Thomas reached his destination on the 25th, but, finding no enemy
to confront him and learning that there was no enemy on the mountains, the
nearest Confederates being at Dunlap's in the Sequatchie Valley, he reported

}Thill return reportll a total of 431 omcera and
men in the cavalry. 8eptemberlOth(O. B., XVI.,
893) Colonel Joseph WheE'ler reported his com
mand on the march (apparently a part of it) all 700
strong, and (p. 890) part ofColonel Lay's brigade ill
mentioned &8 550 strong, August 27th.-EDITORS.

~On August 6th, during this advance from Ste
venson to Decherd, Brig.-Gen. Robert L. McCook
(of Thomas's division; brother to Alell:. MaD. Mc
Cook), who, being ill, W&II riding in an ambulance,
W8B mortally wounded by the enemy's BeOuts near
New Market.-EDITOR8.

~,
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these facts to Buell and returned to
McMinnville. Crittenden's division
halted near Pelham, and Schoepf at
Hillsboro'. McCook pressed on and
reached Altamont on the 29th, where,
on tbe 30th, Wheeler attacked his out
posts, and McCook retired down the
mountain. The same day General
Buell ordered his entire army to con
centrate at Murfreesboro'.

By September 5th, the five divisions
just mentioned had reached that place,
together with all detachments from
along the lines of railroad except
Rousseau's division, whicb, being on
the Nashville and Decatur Railroad,
marched directly to Nashville. The
strength of Buell's forces during the
months of July, August, and Septem
ber was estimated by witnesses before
the Buell Commission, in 1863, at from
45,000 to 59,309. His own returns for
June, deducting the force at Cumber
land Gap, showed 56,706 present for
duty, and his October returns, with

the same deduction, 66,595.l General Buell presented a paper to the Com
mission which does not question any of these statements regarding strength,
but states that he could not have concentrated more than 31,000 men at
McMinnville to strike the Confederate forces as they debouched from the
mountains; and the same paper estimated Bragg's army at 60,000, while his
returns on August 27th showed but 27,816 officers and men for duty. ~ These
facts prove the large preponderance of the Federals.

At Murfreesboro' Buell heard of Nelson's defeat at Richmond, and without
halting he marched to Nashville. On September 7th he intrusted General
Thomas with the defense of that city with the divisions of Palmer, Negley,
and Schoepf, while with the infantry divisions of McCook, Crittenden,
Ammen, Wood, Rousseau, and R. B. Mitchell, and a cavalry division under
Kennett, General Buell determined to race with Bragg for Louisville.

~ The October returns include the heavy relln
foreements, placed by General Buell at 22,000,
that were added to Buell's army on its arrival at
Louisville, at the end of September.- EDITORS.

~ In his oflleial report, dated November 4th.
1862, General Buell estimated his whole effective
force c,>n the 7th and 8th of October. at 58,000,
including 22,500 raw troops, with little or no
instruction. He also estimated the total Confed
erate force engaged in the invasion at from 55,000
to 65,000. In" The Army under Buell" (N. Y.:

D. Van Nostrand), General James B. Fry, Assist
ant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff of the Army
of the Ohio, after a careful study of all thE>
data, estimates the force with which Buell movE>d
against Bardstown (exolusive of Sill's division
that moved agaiust Frankfort) at 58,000; and
Bragg's, includiug Kirby Smith's, at 68,000.
By this estimate, when Sill joined the main
body of Buell's army after the battle of Perry
ville, the armies were about equal in number.

EDITORS.
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I t was a fair race, as on that day most of Bragg's army was BOuth of
the Cumberland River, at Carthage and Greensboro'. Bragg was nearest to
Louisville by some twenty-five miles, but Buell had the advantage of a bridge
at Nashville and the assistance of the railroad to aid in his march. With
seven hundred cavalry, I hastened to strike and break the railroad at points
between Bowling Green and Nashville, and otherwise BOught to retard the
northern march of the Federal anny. By the 12th it was evident to Buell
that no attack would be made on Nashville, and he ordered General Thomas
to join him with his own division, which had been commanded by General

rNlON PORT AT JIIUNPOBDVILLIi, CAPTURED BY BRAGG, SEPTElIIBER 17, Il1l12-TBB GREEN R[VSR BRIDGE
ON THB LEI"T. nOM A PHOTDGRAPH TAKEN l!l 1886.

Schoepf. Buell reached Bowling Green with his cavalry and two divisions
of infantry on the 14th, and turned his column in the direction of Mun
fordville. I interposed my cavalry on the Munfordville road, and also on
the roads leading to Glasgow, and reported Buell's movements to Bragg.
General Chalmers, with Bragg's advance, reached Munfordville at daylight
on the 14th and learned that Colonel Scott, with a cavalry brigade, had
demanded the surrender on the night previous., Chalmers was misinformed
regarding the strength of the garrison and the character of the defensive
works. He attacked with vigor, but was repulsed. He reported his force at
1913 men, and his loss at 35 killed and 253 wounded. On the 14th all of
Buell's six divisions had reached Bowling Green, and on the 16th he advanced
vigorously to succor the garrison at Munfordville, the head of his column
being opposed by cavalry. Bragg, hearing of Chalmers's attack and of Buell's
movements, ordered his entire army, which had rested two days at Glasgow,
to start early on the 15th en route for Munfordville. On the next day he
reached that place, boldly displayed his army, and on the 17th at 2 P. M. the
, The P08twas commanded by Colonel J. T. Wilder (17th Indiana), whose force consisted of four regi-

ment8 of infantry, a battery, and several detachments, aggregating about 4000 men.- EDITORS.

VOL III. 2.
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fort and garrison surrendered. The Federals reported their loss at 15 kill~

57 wounded, and 4076 prisoners. We also captured their armament, 10 pieces
of artillery, and 5000 stand of small-arms. As might be expected, the Con
federate army was much elated, and were eager to grapple with the dispirited
army under General Buell.

Bragg placed his troops in a strong position south of the river, using the
fort as a part of his line of defense. My command was thrown forward to meet
and skirmish with the enemy, who, on the 19th, commenced preparations for an
attack. On the 20th General Thomas joined the Federal army with his division.
General Bragg, in referring to the situation of September 20th, wrote:

" With my effective force present reduced by sickness, exhaustion, and the recent affair before
the intrenchments at Munfordville to half that of the enemy, I could not prudently dord to
attack him there in his selected position."

If Kirby Smith's command had been ordered from Lexington to Munford
ville even as late as the 12th, a battle with Buell could not have been other
than a decided Confederate victory. Bragg at first had determined to fight
with his four divisions, and no doubt would have done so had Buell advanced
on the 17th, or 18th, or 19th. Early on the morning of the 18th, General Bragg
sent for me and explained his plans. I never saw him more determined or
more confident. The entire army was in the best of spirits. I met and
talked with Generals Hardee, Polk, Cheatham, and Buckner j all were enthu
siastic over our success, and our good luck in getting Buell where he would
be compelled to fight us to such a disadvantage. It is true our back was to a
river, but it was fordable at several places, and we felt that the objection to
having it in our rear was fully compensated by the topographical features,
which, with the aid of the fort, made our position a strong one for defense.
So anxious was Bragg for a fight that he sent Buckner's division to the
front in the hope that an engagement could thus be provoked j but after the
arrival of General Thomas, Bragg did not deem it advisable to risk a battle
with the force then under his command, believing that another opportunit:r
would offer after being joined by Kirby Smith. He therefore withdrew to
Bardstown, sending to me, who still confronted Buell, the following order,
dated September 20th, through General Hardee:

"General Bragg directs that, if possible, the enemy be prevented from crossing Green
River to-morrow, and General Hardee instructs me to say that he expects you will contest the
passage of that river at Munfordville to that end."

Buell heard of Bragg's movements and pressed forward with determina
tion. My small brigade of cavalry contested his advance on the 20th and
21st, in efforts to comply with the instructions from General Bragg. On
the afternoon of the 21st, Buell's right approached the river above the town,
and at the s8rtne time he pressed forward his line of battle so rapidly as
almost to command the only ford by which I could cross Green River with
both artillery and cavalry. Allen's 1st Alabama Regiment, being directly in
front, was thrown into column and, charging gallantly, defeated the opposing
cavalry and broke through their infantry. Among our killed was the noble
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Lieutenant-Colonel T. B. Brown, but the charge sufficiently checked the
advance to enable the command to cross the ford in good order. The fol
lowing note, referring to this engagement, explains itself:

"HEADQUARTERS, SIXTH DrvunON, aRMY OF THE Omo, September 22d, 1862. GENERAL
WHEELER, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. GENERAL: I am directed by General Buell to say,
in answer to your request to admit the brother of Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, killed in the
affair of yesterday within our lines, he regrets he cannot, on account of the present state of
the service, accede to your wishes. General Buell has referred your note to me to give you
the desired information in regard to the fate of Colonel Brown. He was killed outright in the
handsome cavalry charge executed by your troops yesterday afternoon. His body was taken to
a neighboring house and cared for. He will be interred to-day, and doubtless in the vicinity.
His watch was taken charge of by an officer of rank in our service, and I will make it a
point to have it forwarded to you. I am not now informed whether there were any other val
uables on the person of Colonel Brown. I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
TH. J. WOOD, Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding."

The watch was subsequently sent to Colonel Brown's daughter.
On the 22d, with a clear road to Louisville, Buell moved with celerity in

tbat direction. My cavalry contested his advance, but the country was
too open to allow of effective opposition with so small a force. On the
25th the leading Federal column reached the city, and the seven divisions
were all up on the 27th. Bragg, Polk, and Hardee had been kept thoroughly
informed of Buell's march and of the exposure of bis flank, which presented
an inviting opportunity for attack, but so worn and wearied was the con
dition of our army that these officers did not feel justified in attempting
an aggressive movement. On the 28th Bragg left Bardstown with his
staff to confer with Kirby Smith at Lexington, and then proceeded to
Frankfort, where, on the 4th of October, a day was occupied in the instal- '
lation of the Hon. Richard Hawes as Confederate Provisional Governor of
the Commonwealth.

While these events were happening Buell was making active preparations
for an aggressive campaign. On tbe 26th Major-General Wright, command
ing the Department of the Ohio, went from Cincinnati to Louisville to confer
with him, and on the 27th General Halleck issued an order placing Buell in
command of the troops of botb departments, then in Louisville. There has
been much controversy as to the "strength of the opposing armies." After
tbe most careful study of Federal and Confederate official statements, I
have reached the following conclusions:

FEDERAL FORCES AVAILABLE TO MEET BRAGG. ott
Collected at Cincinnati ..
Collected at Louisville. . . . . . . . . .. . .
Carried to Louisville by Buell, September 25th to 29th .
Morgan's Seventh Division , .

45,000
30,000
54,198
8,084

Total under Buell's and Wright's command 137,282 J

ott It will be contended, with some force, that most meager guard would have sufficed to protect
a portion of these tl'oops was necessary to guard those cities had the main body moved vigorously
Cincinnati and Louisville. But on the other hand against the Confederates.-J. W.
it may be insiBted, just as strenuously, that the jBut see other estimates, p. 31.-EDITORS.
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To these we might with propriety add the 26,351 men which General Wright
could have drawn from his command in West Virginia.

These stupendous armies did not include the 12,397 troops left at Nashville,
which would make the entire force subject to Buell's and Wright's orders
176,030.

HAXDlIDrl CONFEDERATE FORCES.

General E. Kirby Smith's column taken to Kentucky .
Humphrey Marshall, from West Virginia. . . . . . . . . " .
Stevenson, joiningafierPe~e .
John H. Morgan .
Bragg's largest lorne before crossing Tennessee River - officers and

men, for duty. . . . . . . . . . .. . .

Bragg, Smith, and Marshall.. . . . . . . .. . .

10,000
2,160
7.500
1,300

27,816

48,776 \t

The above was the reported strength of the Confederate troops when the
campaign began, but to make sure and to compensate for any omitted cavalry
let us add 1000, making the entire force 49,776. The losses at Richmond and
Munfordville were very slight, compared to the daily depletion caused by
dropping out along the route. Some were allowed to organize in squads and
make their way back to east Tennessee; some sought shelter among the kind
and hospitable people; some struggled along with the ambulance trains, and
some were left at temporarily established hospitals, one of which, containing
two hundred inmates, was captured by the enemy at Glasgow.

This character of loss always attends a rapidly moving army, and its extent
can be realized when we see that Hardee's wing left Chattanooga 12,825
strong, was reenforced by Cleburne's brigade early in October; yet, even
with Cleburne included, Hardee, in stating officially the force with which
he fought at Perryville, says: "Thinned by battle and long and arduous
service, my effective force did not exceed 10,000 men." It will be seen, there
fore, that these causes reduced the Confederate ranks in much greater pro
portion than they were increased by enlistments and other accretions, and
General Bragg in his official report of the campaign assert·s that we were able
"at no time to put more than forty thousand men of all arms and at all places in
battle." This included Bragg's, Smith's, and Marshall's columns, and although
it is probably true that their aggregate strength in August was 48,776, it
would have been as difficult for Bragg and Smith to have concentrated that
number as it would have been for Buell and Wright to have concentrated the
163,633 which they commanded. Even with such a force available to drive
40,000 men out of Kentucky, General Wright on the 16th appealed to the
governors of Indiana, illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan for additional troops.
What troops came in answer to these calls I would not venture to say; but
leaving these and the troops in West Virginia under General Wright out of
the calculation, our strength, even after Stevenson joined us, was less than
half, and but little more than one-third that of the enemy, and that powerful
enemy was directly on its base of supplies, with unlimited. commissary and

t But see other estimates, p. 31.-EDITOBS.
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ordnance stores, while the Confederate army had no base, was living off the
country, and had no possibility of replenishing ammunition. Bragg felt very
keenly the misfortune caused by his inability to concentrate and gain a
victory over Buell before he should reach the reenforcements which awaited
him at Louisville.

In writing to the Government, September 25th, Bragg saY8 :

" I regret to saywe are sadly disappointed in the want of action by our friends in Kentucky.
We have 80 far received no accession to this army. General Smith has secured about a brigade
- not half our losses by casualties of different kinds.
Unless a change occurs soon we must abandon the gar
den spot of Kentucky...."

On September 18th, Kirby Smith writes to
General Bragg:

" The Kentuckians are slow and backward in rally
ing to our standard. Their hearts are evidently with
us, but their blue-grass and fat-grass are against us.
Several regiments are in process of organization, and
if we remain long enough recruits will be found for all
the disposable arms in our possession."

These letters illustrated why a victory over
Buell was necessary.

Although Kentucky maintained her neu
tralityas long as it was possible, the chivalric
spirit of her gallant sons was fully manifested UBUTENA!l"T-GBNEJUL B. XIKBY DITB,C. S.A.

• FROM A PBOTOGJUPB.
at the earliest opportunity - each obeymg
only the dictates of his own convictions of duty. While thousands united
their fortunes with the South, other and more thousands flocked to the
standard of the North.

The proud old families - descendants of the pioneers of the Common
wealth - each sent sons to do battle in the opposing armies. Friends,
neighbors, kinsmen, and even brothers bade each other adieu - one to the
Northern army, the other to the Confederate. ~ Wherever daripg courage,
rare intelligence, extraordinary fertility of resource, or fortitude under pri
vation and suffering were displayed, Kentuckians were conspicuous; and
when the fight was over and the battle-rent banner of the vanquisbed Con-

~ The remarkable division of sentiment, upon while his two distinguished cousins, the eminent
the issue presented by the secession of the South, Presbyterian divines, were uncompromising in
that existed in Kentucky is clearly illustrated by their devotion to the Union. The elder, and per
the course of some of her leading families. The haps more famolls of these CQusins, Dr. Robert J.
three most prominent families in the State were Breckinridge, had two sons in the Confederate and
the Breckinridges, the Clays, and the Crittendens, two in the Federal army; one of whom (Colonel J.
and each of them had representatives in both C. Breckinridge, now [18R8] of the regular army),
armies. Major-General Thomas L. Crittenden and in the fierce battle at Atlanta, July 22d, lR64,
Colonel Eugene W. Crittenden served in the army became a prisoner to his brother, W. C. P. Breekin
of the Nort.h, while their brother, Major-General ridge, the present member of Congress, who made
George B. Crittenden, served in the army of the as brilliant a record as a soldier as he has since made
South. Of Henry Clay's grandchildren, I recall asastatesman. They passed the nightfollowing that
three who espoused the Federal cause, and four sanguinary battle with as much warmth offraternal
who joined the Southern army. Vice-President affection as thongh visiting each other from neigh
Breclrlnridge and three sons adhered to the South, boring armies engaged in the same cause.-J. W.
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federacy furled about its shattered staff was buried in that grave from which
a resurrection is no less unwished .for than impossible, the survivors of
the contest from that State returned to their homes with no feelings of
animosity, no brooding hopes of vengeance to be wreaked upon their late
opponents.

On October 1st Buell commenced his march from Louisville upon Bragg at
Bardstown. On September 29th General Thomas had been assigned by Presi
dent Lincoln to the command of the army, but at Thomas's request the order
was revoked, and he was announced in orders as second in command.

Buell organized his infantry into three army corps, of three divisions each.
The First Corps on the left, under Major-General McCook, marched through
Taylorsville. The Second Corps, under Major-General Crittenden, marched
through Mount Washington, and the Third Corps, under Major-General Gil
bert, which formed the Federal right, took the route by way of Shepherdsville.
General Sill, of McCook's corps, reenforced by Dumont's independent division,
marched direct to Frankfort to threaten Kirby Smith.

Buell, in his official report, says:
" Skirmishing with the enemy's cavalry and artillery m&rked the movement of each column

from within a few miles of Louisville. It was more stubborn and formidable near Bardstown,
but the rear of the enemy's infantry retired from that place eight hours before our arrival, when
his rear-guard of cavalry and artillery retreated after a sharp engagement with my cavalry.
The pursuit and skirmishing with the enemy's rear-guard continned toward Springfield."

General Smith prepared to meet Sill and Dumont, and on October 2d Bragg
ordered General Polk to move the entire army from Bardstown via Bloom
field toward Frankfort, and to strike Sill's column in flank while Smith met
it in front. For reasons which were afterward explained that order was
not complied with, but, on the approach of Buell, Polk marched. via Perry
ville toward Harrodsblirg, where he expected the entire army would be con
centrated. ~ General Smith, confronted by Sill and Dumont near Frankfort,
had several times on the 6th and 7th called upon Bragg for reenforcements,
and Withers's division of Polk's corps was ordered to him. Reports reached
Bragg exaggerating the strength of the movement upon Frankfort. He was
thus led to believe that the force behind Polk was not so heavy as represented,
and on the evening of October 7th he directed him to form the cavalry
and the divisions of Cheatham, Buckner, and Patton Anderson at Perryville,
and vigorously attack the pursuing column. Since October 1st our cavalry
had persistently engaged the two most advanced. of Buell's columns.

The reader should now observe, by the map [po 6], that McCook's corps
approached Perryville by the road through Bloomfield, Chaplin, and Mack
ville, its general direction being nearly south-east. General Gilbert's corps
approached by the road from Springfield, its general direction being east, but
bearing north-east as it approached the town. Crittenden's corps, accom
panied by General Thomas and preceded by cavalry, having crossed Gilbert's
line of march, was on a road which runs due east from Lebanon to Danville.

.» General Polk, finding his own front threatened, availed himself of previous instructions as to how
he should handle his force in certain contingencies, and retired slo",ly.- EDITORS.
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At a point about five miles south-west of Perryville this road has a branch
which turns north-east to that place. Now remember that our stores and
supplies were at Bryantsville and Camp Dick Robinson about eighteen miles
east of Perryville, and that Kirby Smith was at McCown's Ferry, on the
Kentucky River, en route for Versailles, menaced by two divisions under
General Sill. Also observe the important feature that McCook was at Mack
ville during the night of the 7th, at which place a road forks, running east to
Harrodsburg and thence to our depot at Bryantsville; and also consider that
Mackville was as near Bryantsville as were our troops in front of Perryville.

On the 7th our cavalry fought with considerable tenacity, particularly in
the evening, when the enemy sought to get possession of the only accessible
supply of water. General Buell, in his report, says:

" The advanced guard, consisting of' cavalry and artillery, supported toward evening by two
regiments of infantry, pressed successfully upon the enemy's rear-guard to within two miles
of the town, against & somewhat stubborn opposition."

After dark, at General Hardee's request, I went to his bivouac and dis
cussed the plans for the following day. I explained to him the topography
of the country and the location of Buell's columns. I understood from him
that the attack would be made very early the next morning, and I endeavored
to impress upon him the great advantage which must follow an early com
mencement of the action. An early attack on the 8th would have met only
the advance of Gilbert's corps on the Springfield road, which was four or five
miles nearer to Perryville than any other Federal troops, and their overthrow
could have been accomplished with little loss, while every hour of delay was
bringing the rear divisions of the enemy nearer to the front, besides bringing
the corps of McCook and Crittenden upon the field. I explained, also, that
Thomas and Crittenden on the Lebanon and Danville road could easily gain
our rear, while all our forces were engaged with McCook and Gilbert. For
instance, if Crittenden turned toward Perryville at the fork five miles from
that place, he would march directly in the rear of our troops engaged with
Gilbert's corps. If he kept on toward Danville and Camp Dick Robinson,
our position would be turned, and a rapid retreat to our depot of supplies,
closely followed by McCook and Gilbert, would be the inevitable result. With
equal ease, McCook, by marching from Mackville to Harrodsburg, could
reach our depot, thus turning our right flank.

The reader will plainly see that Perryville was not a proper place for six
teen thousand men to form and await the choice of time and manner of
attack by Buell, with his tremendous army, and that every moment's delay
after daylight was lessening the probabilities of advantage to the Confeder
ates. The cavalry under my command was pressed forward at dawn on the
8th, and skirmished with the outposts of the enemy, until, on the approach
of a Federal brigade of cavalry· supported by a line of infantry, we charged,
dispersing the cavalry, and, breaking through both infantry and artillery,
drove the enemy from their guns and took 140 prisoners.

The Federal army was now being placed in line: McCook's corps on the
left, Gilbert's in the center, and Crittenden's corps, which reached 'the field
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at 11 o'clock,\ on the right, its
flank being covered by Edward
M. McCook's brigade of cav
alry. The management of the
Federal right wing was un
der the supervision of General
Thomas.

General Bragg reached Per
ryville about 10 o'clock. Gen
eral Liddell's brigade, of
Buckner's division, had been
advanced with his left near
the Springfield road, and his
skirmish line became engaged.
The cavalryon the Confederate
left apparently being able to
hold their own against the ene
my upon that part of the field,
Cheatham's division, composed
of Donelson's, Stewart's, and
Maney's brigades, was ordered
to the right, where, betweeI\ 1
and 2 o'clock, with its right
supported by cavalry, it moved
forward to the attack. Gen
erals Hardee and Buckner, see
ing Cheatham fairly in action,
orderedGeneral BushrodJ ohn
son's and Cleburne's brigades

forward. There being considerable space between Cheatham's left and
Buckner's right, General John C. Brown's and Colonel Jones's brigades, of
Anderson's division, and General S. A. M. Wood's, of Buckner's division, had
been placed in position to fill the vacancy. Adam15's and Powell's brigades, of
Anderson's division, were to the left of Buckner, and the line thus alTanged
with cavalry on both flanks gallantly advanced upon the enemy. Cheatham
was first in action and was almost immediately exposed to a murderous fire of
infantry and artillery, which soon spread to the left of our line.

Our artillery, handled with great skill, told fearfully on the enemy, Whl)

sought, when practicable, to take shelter behind stone walls and fen{'es.
Fortunately we were enabled to enfilade many of their temporary shelters
with a well-directed fire from our batteries, and this, added to our musketry,
was so effective that first one regiment, then another, and finally the entire
Federal line, gave way before the determined onset of our troops.

, Crittenden testified before the Buell Commission that his leading division" was in line of battle
between 10 and 11." This line was formed on the Lebanon pike about three miles from the battle
lIeld.- EDITORS.
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At one time Cleburne and Johnson seemed checked for a moment, as they
assailed a very strong position, the fire from which cut down our men and
severely wounded General Cleburne. But encouraged by the steady advance
on both right and left, these troops recovered from the shock, and with
increased speed the entire line overran the enemy, capturing three batteries
and a number of prisoners. Among the dead and wounded Federals lay one
who, the prisoners told us, was General James S. Jackson, the commander of
one of McCook's divisions. General Liddell, who had been placed in reserve,
followed the movement, and when the contest became warmest was sent to
reenforce Cheatham, where he did valiant service~

During this sanguinary struggle, our line had advanced nearly a mile.
Prisoners, guns, colors, and the field of battle were ours; not a step which
had been gained was yielded. The enemy, though strongly reenforced,
was still broken and disordered. He held his ground mainly because
our troops were too exhausted for further effort. At one point just at
dusk we captured a disorganized body, including a number of brigade and
division staff-officers. Soon darkness came on and we rested on the field
thus bravely won.

Our entire force engaged, infantry, cavalry and artillery, was but 16,000
men. Our loss was 510 killed, 2635 wounded, and 251 missing. Generals
S. A. M. Wood and Cleburne were disabled, and a large proportion of higher
officers were killed or wounded. Three of General Wood's staff were among
the killed.

General Buell lost 916 killed, 2943 wounded, and 489 captured by the
Confederates. General Jackson, commanding a division, and General Terrill
and Colonel Webster, commanding brigades, were among the Federal killed,
and Colonel Lytle was among the wounded.

At every point of battle the Confederates had been victorious. We had
engaged three corps of the Federal army; * one of these, McCook's, to use
Buell's language, was "very much crippled," one division, again to use his
language, "having in fact almost entirely disappeared as a body."

After darkness had closed a battle, it was a custom to send messengers or
notes to the nearest generals, detailing results, telling of this or that one who
had fallen, and asking information from other portions of the field. Resting r

quietly on the ground, the army expected, and would gladly have welcomed,
a renewal of the fight on the next day, but the accumulation of Buell's forces
was such as not to justify further conflict in that locality. Kirby Smith was
near Lawrenceburg with his own troops and Withers's division, and after full
consultation it was determined to march to Harrodsburg, where it was hoped
the entire Confederate force in Kentucky might be concentrated. I was
directed with the cavalry to prevent an advance on the road leading to
Danville. At midnight the troops withdrew to Perryville, and at sunrise
continued the march. It was long after this when the Federal pickets began
to reconnoiter, and it was fully 10 o'clock when, standing on the edge of the
town, I saw the advance of the skirmish line of Buell's army. Bragg prepared

'* Only a small part of Crittenden's corps was in action; see p. 31.-EDITORS.
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for battle on the Harrodsburg road, only eight miles from Perryville, and
awaited Buell's advance.

,/' Two days elapsed, and the Federal army evinced no disposition to attack.
A division of infantry and a brigade of cavalry fought me back to near
Danville, and at the same time Buell formed with his right within four
miles of that place, making a feint in Bragg's immediate front on the road
leading from Perryville to Harrodsburg. Buell, no doubt, hoped to cut him
off from the crossing of the Dick River near Camp Dick Robinson.

I sent General Bragg information of Buell's dispositions, whereupon he
issued orders to his army and wrote me as follows:

"HARRODSBURG, KY., October 10th, 1862. COLONEL WHEELER. DEAR COLONEL: I
opened your dispatch to General Polk regarding the enemy's movements. The information
you furnish is very important. It is just what I needed and I thank you for it. This infor
mation leaves uo doubt as to the proper C01ll"lle for me to pursue. Hold the enemy firmly till
to-morrow. Yours, etc., BRAXTON BRAGG."

Bragg had now determined to retreat to Knoxville by the way of Cumber
land Gap. It was evident that Buell's large army would enable him to select
his own time and position for battle unless Bragg chose to attack. Bragg
already had 1500 sick and over 3000 wounded. A severe battle would
certainly have increased the wounded to 4000 or 5000 more. The care of
such a number of wounded would have embarrassed, possibly controlled,
our movements.

Hardee 'states that he had but 10,000 men before the battle of Perryville,
and Bragg said that the three divisions which fought that battle had but
14,500. If that was correct they had now but 11,000.

It was too hazardous to guard our depot of supplies and contend with the
Federal forces within easy march. Our wagon trains were immense, and our
artillery large in proportion to other arms.

The enemy pushed up close to Danville on the night of the 10th, but we
easily held him in check until all our army had crossed Dick River. On the
11th we contended against a force of infantry, which finally pressed us so
warmly that we were compelled to retire east of Danville. Here the enemy
was again driven back, and we held our position near the town.

Before day on the 13th I received the following appointment and instruc
tions in a special order from General Bragg, dated Bryantsville:

"Colonel Wheeler is hereby appointed chief of cavalry, and is authorized to give orders
in the name of the commanding general. He is charged under Major-General Smith with
covering the rear of the army and holding the enemy in check. All cavalry will report to him
and receive his orders."

Compliance with the above of course involved considerable fighting, but by
using the cavalry to the best advantage, and adopting available expedients,
the movement of our infantry and trains in retreat was unmolested. These
engagements were constant, and were often warmly and bitterly contested.

The large trains of captured stores made the progress of our infantry very
slow, and the corps commanders sent freqnent admonitions to me urging the
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importance of persistent resistance to Buell's advance. In croBSing Big Hill,
and at other points, the trains hardly averaged five miles a day, and General
Kirby Smith at one time regarded it as impossible for the cavalry to save
them. In his letter to Bragg, on the 14th, he says: "I have no hope of saving
the whole of my train "; and in his letter on the 15th he says: "I have little
hope of saving any of the trains, and fear much of the artillery will be
lost." But fortunately nothing was lost. Our cavalry at times dismounted <

and fought behind stone fences and hastily erected rail breastworks, and when
opportunity offered charged the advan
cing enemy. Each expedient was adopted
several times each day, and when practi
cable the road was obstructed by felling
timber. These devices were continually
resorted to until the 22d, when the enemy
ceased the pursuit, and early in Novem
her the cavalry force, which covered the
retreat from Kentucky, reached middle
TenneBSee and was close to the enemy,
less than ten miles south of Nashville.

The campaign was over. Buell was
deprived of his command for not having
defeated Bragg, who, in turn, was cen
sured by the Southern people for his
failure to destroy the Federal army com
manded by Buell.

This campaign was made at a time
when the opposing Governments hoped
for more from their generals and armies than could reasonably be accom
plished. The people of the South were misinformed regarding the resources
at the disposal of Generals Bragg and Kirby Smith, and our first successes
aroused expectations and hopes that the Kentucky movement would result
in the defeat, or at least the discomfiture, of Buell's army, the possible inva
sion of the North, and certainly the recovery of Confederate power in the cen
tral and eastern portions of Kentucky and TenneBSee. They were sorely
disappointed when they heard of General Bragg's withdrawal through Cum
berland Gap, and could not easily be convinced of the necessity of such a
movement immediately following the hattle of Perryville, which they
regarded as a decisive victory. The censure which fell upon Bragg was
therefore severe and almost universal. It somewhat abated after the prompt
advance of the 8.rmy to Murfreesboro'; but to this day there are many who
contend that Bragg should have defeated Buell and maintained himself in the
rich and productive plains of Kentucky. On the other hand the Federal
Government was, if possible, more severe in denunciation of General Buell,
and held that, far from allowing General Bragg to cross the Tennessee River
and the mountains into middle Tennessee, Buell should have anticipated these
movements, occupied Chattanooga, and, as some even contended, marched
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20 BRAGG'S INVASION OF KENTUCKY.

his army toward Atlanta. The Government was convinced that he could
easily have met and halted Bragg as he debouched from the mountains before
entering middle Tennessee. It was emphatic in its assertion that ordinary
celerity on the part of General Buell would have saved Munfordville and its
garrison of 4200 men; that proper concentration would have destroyed the
Confederate forces at Perryville, and that the plainest principles of strategy
presented the opportunity of throwing forward a column to cut off Bragg's
retreat via Camp Dick Robinson, or that at least after the commencement of
the conflict at Perryville he should have pressed close to his antagonist and
forced Bragg to continuous battle, contending, as they did, that superior num
bers and proximity to his base gave the Federal commander advantages
that, if properly improved, would have resulted in the destruction of the
Confederate army.

Buell's strategy and tactics were the subject of Congressional investigation
and inquiry by a military commission. With regard to the adverse criticisms
on Bragg's campaign it must be admitted that there were opportunities, had
they been improved, to cripple, if not to defeat, the Federal army.

The failure to "concentrate and attack" tells the story of the campaign.
The first opportunity was on September 18th, when we caught Buell south of
Munfordville. Bragg could not have attacked at Altamont, because it will be
remembered that on August 30th, at the first appearance of our cavalry, the
Federal force retreated from that place down the mountain. Neither could
he have overtaken Buell's troops at McMinnville, because, fully three days
before Bragg could have reached that place, Buell had ordered all his army
to Murfreesboro'.

Those who contend that Bragg should have followed Buell to Nashville do
not consider that he would have found him in a good position, strengthened
by fortifications, and defended by 9 divisions of infantry and 1 of cavalry;
his available force for duty then being 66,595.

After the surrender of the Federal fort at Munfordville, it became painfully
apparent that a single mind should control the Confederate troops in Ken
tucky, and concentrate our entire force and attack the divided enemy; but a
condition existed which has been repeated in military operations for four
thousand years, and always with disastrous results. The troops in Kentuck~·

had two commanders. The troops of two different departments were expected
to cooperate.

Both Kirby Smith and Bragg were brave and skillful generals. The
devotion of each to the cause in which they were enlisted was absolute, and
their only ambition was to contribute to its ,success. In their characters the
pettiness of personal rivalry could find no place, and either would willingly
have relinquished to the other the honor of being the victor, if the victory
could only have been won.

It will be remembered how promptly, in the preceding June, General Bragg
had weakened his own army and strengthened Smith's by sending McCown's
division from Tupelo to Chattanooga, and again in August by sending th~

brigades of Cleburne and Preston Smith from Chattanooga to Knoxville;



BRAGG'S INYASION OF KENTUCKY. 21

h n ~ mi h was
r a rankf rt t.hat
r IT r ""nf r dhimpl' mpt

y with on f hi b t clivi
i u . That Kir y mith

w uld, a any tim ,have heen
l' adyand pr mpt to gin'

raO' an part 01' all f hiL
army th ' can 1 n doubt,
butwhen the decisive moment

h
PEAB-TBEE. ONE BUNDRED TEAM OLD, AT THE LEIIT OF

came, t e two independent BOU88EAU'8 P08ITION. PEBBTVILLE. FBOX A

armies were more than one PBOTOGBAPH TAK.BN IN 1885.

hundred miles apart, and neither commander could be informed of the other's
n('cessities. Bragg and Smith conferred together, but neither commanded the
other. If all the troops had belonged to one army, Bragg would have ordered,
and not conferred or requested.

To aggravate the difficulties inherent in the system of independent
commands and divided responsibility, Brigadier-General Marshall, who had
commanded in West Virginia, appeared upon the field of active operations
with 2150 men. He was an able and distinguished man and determined
in his devotion to the Confederacy. He wished to do his full duty, but he
appeared to feel that he could render more efficient service with a separate
command than if trammeled by subordination to a superior commander;
and his aversion to having any intervening power between himself and the
President was apparent.

While General Smith was anxious to cooperate, he nevertheless, in reply
to Bragg's request for cooperation, wrote indicating very forcibly that he
thought other plans were more important; and, in fact, the only cooperative
action during the campaign was Bragg's compliance with Smith's request to
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22 BRAGG'S INVASION OF KENTUCKY.

transfer to him two brigades on August 5th, and to transfer Withers's division
to him on October 7th.

In reply to the question as to what one supreme commander could have
done, I confidently assert he could have concentrated and attacked and
beaten Buell on September 18th south of Munfordville. He could then have
turned and marched to Louisville and taken that city. If it should be argued
that this plan involved unnecessary marching on the part of Kirby Smith,
who was then at Lexington, a supreme commander could have adopted the
one which was contemplated by Bragg early in the campaign. \

After the surrender of Munfordville he could by September 21st have
reached Louisville with all the force in Kentucky, taken the city, and then
risked its being held by a small garrison, while making another concentra
tion and attack upon Buell.

As an evidence of how easily we could have taken Louisville, it must be
observed that on September 22d Buell sent Major-General Nelson orders
containing these words:

"If YOIl have only the force you speak of it would not, I should say, be advisable for ~'ou to
attempt a defense of Louisville unleBB you are strongly intrenohed; under no circumstanoos
should yOIl make a fight with his whole or main force. The alternative would be to crOBB the
river or march on this side to the mouth of Salt River and bridge it 80 as to form a junction
with me. . . :" .

Nelson seemed to concur with Buell, and it was not until that officer was
but a day's march from Louisville that Nelson telegraphed the fact to General
Wright, saying, "Louisville is now safe; 'God and Liberty.'"
. In further corroboration of this, "Harper's History," p. 311, says:

" Just before the Federal army entered Louisville, on the 25th of September, the panic there
had reached its height. In twenty-four hours more Nelson would have abandoned the city."

But suppose neither plan had been adopted, the next chance for a supreme
commander of the Kentucky forces was to "concentrate and attack" Buell's
flank while his army was strung out en route to Louisville. Elizabethtown
would have been a good place, and had it been done with vigor about
September 23d it certainly would have resulted in victory. But at this time
General Smith's forces were all moving to Mount Sterling, 130 miles to the
east of that place (Elizabethtown), and General Smith was asking, not order
ing, General Marshall to cooperate with him. The next field upon which a
supreme commander had an opportunity to concentrate and attack was
at Perryville. Three hundred cavalry could have played with Generals
Sill and Dumont around Frankfort, and every other soldier, except a few

\ On the 1st of August GeneTaI Bragg wrote the fairest prospect of cutting off General Buell."
from Chattanooga to Richmond: "As some ten On the 12th Bragg wrote to Smith, at Knornlle,
days or two weeks must elapse before my means as follows: "On Friday I shall probably com
of transportation will reach here to such extent as mence crossing the river [Tennessee], by whieh I
to enable me to take the field with my main force, shall draw their attention from you.•.. I shall not
it has been determined that Gen('ral Smith shall desire t.o hold yon longer in check than will ('nable
move at once against General [G. W.] Morgan in me to get in motion to support you, for it would be
front of Cumberland Gap. Should he be success- too great a risk to allow Buell, by Tapid railroad
fnl, and onr well-grounded hopes fnlfilled, our en- movements, to get in your front. In the meantime
tire foree will be thrown into middle Tennessee with I hope yon will bring Morgan to terms."- EDITOR&.
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scouts, could then have struck Gilbert's corps as day dawned on the 8th
of October.

Since, in the final result, we neither defeated Buell nor took Louisville, it
is now evident that it was unfortunate Bragg did not foresee the end imme
diatelyafter his victory at Munfordville. He could certainly have crippled
Buell to some extent as he attempted his hazardous flank movement en route
to Louisville, and then, by a rapid march, he could have reached and
captured Nashville and returned and established himself at Bowling Green.

I have pointed out these
lost opportunities as an
additional proof of the
adage, as old as war itself,
"that one bad general is
better than two good ones."
The very fact that both the
generals are good. intensi
fies the evil; each, full of
confidence in himself and
determined to attain what
he has in view, is unwilling
to yield to anyone; but if
both are weak the natural

OOIllOliB 01' TBB OOKl'UlIlIUTE CBJOTEBT .4T PBUTVILLL
indisposition of such men 1'8011 .4 PBOTOOIUPB TAKElil Il' 1888.

to exertion, their anxiety to The cemetery Ie B1tuated on a lmoll a few roda lIOuth-eaat of the hill on
which General ;J. 8. ;Jackaon wu killed. After the battle 8qnlre Henry

avoid responsibility, and P. Bottom oll'ered the frlenda of the Confederatell any plot of groDDd
their desire in a great crisis they mtght ehooee on hie farm for a bnrlal epot. Theyehoee thle lmoll

beeau8e their dead lay tblekeat near Ita eaetern alope. In the Ilutumn
to lean on some one, will of 18lIll a fragment of a Urn_tone wall waa vlatble above the weede. At

that ttme 8qnlnl Bottom eald that ~ Contederattlll were burled here,
frequently bring about the of whom about 100 were IdentUIed. Only one headHtonewaeto be found.

IlDd that bore the name of Samuel H. Rauaow, of the lIt Tenn.. and
junction of two independ- W88 plaood there by hie wUe. several omeera were buried with the

ent armies without any unldeutUled dead.- EDITOB8.

deliberately planned concert of action between the commanders. Both
Bragg and Kirby Smith were men who had, to an eminent degree, those
qualities that make good generals, and, once together with their armies upon
the same field, victory would have been certain. Both fully appreciated the
fact that, when an adversary is not intrenched, a determined attack is the
beginning of victory. By this means Smith had been victorious at Manassas
and at Richmond, Ky., and by vigorous attack Albert Sidney Johnston and
Bragg had won at every point of battle at Shiloh, on the 6th of April. Later,
the Confederate points of attack were Bragg's scene of victory the first day at
.Murfreesboro', and the boldness of his onset gave Bragg his great triumph
at Chickamauga. Nothing was therefore wanting in Kentucky but absolute
authority in one responsible commander. Cooperation of the most cordial
character is a poor substitute. The word cooperation should be stricken from
military phraseology.

In writing to the Government on August 1st, after he had met General
Smith, General Bragg says: "We have arranged measures for mutual sup-
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DBFBJ(I& OJ' CAO&', roBD, ON TH& CU:IIIBBRLUm BIV&Jl, NBAR OALLATDr, l'OV&KBEll 21, llll12.
F1lOJI A LITHOO1lAPH.

Aooonllnlr to a note on the Uthograph, a detaoh- north Idde, the Oonfederates threw IhellB trom two a
ment of :Morgan" cavalry. and of Infantry, approached pounder howitll(ll'l! until their canuoneel'll were driven
Ooge'8 Ford at daybl"tlllJi: of November 21, 1862, hoping from the ple0t'8 by the musketry fire of the Ohloanl,
to 8urprltle the SlIt Ohio retrlment, whll'h had beeu en- under Llel1tenantrColonel Lllter, three of whom were
<.'amped on the south Iide of the Cumberland. nndlng wouuded. The Confederates made no aerlous attempt
that the Union troops had ohauRed their camp to the to CI'088, and lOOn wlthdrew.-EDlTOJUl.

port and effective cooperation." On August 8th Bragg Wlites to Smith: "I
find myself in your department; without explanation this might seem an
unjustifiable intrusion." While it is no doubt true that General Smith was
at all times willing to yield to the authority of General Bragg, yet the fact
that Smith was the commander of an independent department, receiving
orders from and reporting directly to the President, made him primarily
responsible to the Executive, and this limited the authOlity of General Bragg.
Nevertheless the Kentucky campaign was attended with great results to the
Confederacy. Two months of marches and battle by the armies of Bragg and
Smith had cost the Federals a loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners of26,530.
We had captured 35 cannon, 16,000 stand of arms, millions of rounds of
ammunition, 1700 mules, 300 wagons loaded with military stores, and 2000
horses. We had recovered Cumberland Gap and redeemed middle Ten
nessee and north Alabama. Yet expectations had been excited that were
not realized, and hopes had been cherished that were disappointed; and
therefore this campaign of repeated triumphs, without a single reverse,
has never received-save from the thoughtful, intelligent, and impartial
minoritY-any proper recognition.

VOL. III. 8
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MORGAN'S CAVALRY DU'RING THE BRAGG INVASION.

BY BASIL W. DCn, BBIO.6oDIER-OENERAL, C. S. A..

immediately very actively engaged with the enemy,
who, in coDBiderable numbers, had crolllled thc
river and advanced to Walton, twenty-five miles
80uth of Covington. }o'or several day8, 8kirmi8hing
went on con8tantly, and I was 8teadily driven
back, until I became convinced that it was an
advance in force. Ditlcovering, however, by care
ful reconnoill8ance that the entire Federal strength
COD8iBted of only 7000 or 8000 infantry, about
1000 cavalry, and 8 piece8 of artillery, Bnd that
troops were being transported in large numbers
by the river from Cincinnati, I became 8ati8fied
that the movement was intended to eover and
divert attention from the real coneentration at
Loui8ville, and waa not meant a8 a serious move
ment.on Lexington, and I 80 reported to General
Smith. Reports from my 8couts and from citizen8.
to the effect that these troops were quite raw and
inexperieuced, and that, on account of the omission
to 8cout or reconnoiter, the encampment at Wal
ton, where the enemy had halted, could be ea8ily
approached, induced me to attack the e'lIomp. By
a quick dash upon it, just after daybreak, I8eeured
90 or 100 prisoners, with very little 10BB on my
part; but found that no effort by a foree numer
ieally l'O inferior could compel the enemy to retire.

It waa important, however, that his eolumn
should be forced to fall back and not remain aa a
menace to Le:sington, whence it was di8taut only
two or three days' march. I learned that a regiment
waa organized for the Federal army out of some
"home guard" eompanies at Augu8ta, a small town
on the Ohio, about forty miles above Covington. I
was also informed that at that seuon of year, when
the river waa at a very low stage of water, it was
fordable immediately below thi8 place. Leaving the
greater part of my command in frout of the enemy
at Walton to ob8erve and follow him if he retreated,
I marched rapidly with 250 men to Augusta, be
lieving that the recruits there could be captured
or di8persed with ea8e, and without 108s on my
part, and that I could cro88 the river into Ohio,
enter the suburbs of Cincinnati, and induce such
con8ternation that the trooP8 at Walton would be
recalled. On the 27th of September I attaeked,
meeting, however, with fierce re8istance. Two
8mall river steamer8 were there, bulwarked with
bale8 of hay, and eacl~ carrying a 12-pounder how
itzl'r. On these boat8 were about one hundrl'd in
fantry. The" Home Guards," 400 or 500 8trong,
were enseonced in the house8 of the little town. I
planted two Bmall howitzers attached to my com
mand on a hill overlooking the village, and within
a half-mile range of the river. After the exchange
of a few 8hots on each 8ide, the boats, with the
troops upon them, steamed off in disgraceful panic.
I thouRht then that the affair was over, but when
I entered the town I found neat'I1 enry houae n
fortre88, and was met with severe volleys which did
much damage. Before I could overeome the resist

became ance of the inmate8, I was forced to burn Bome of
211

W HILE Bragg waa concentrating at Chatta
nooga, in August, 1~62, preparatory to his

march into Kentucky, Colonel John H. Morgan,
with his cavalry command, numbering some nine
hundred effectives, was actively engaged in middle
Tenne88ee, operating chiefly agaiD8t the Federal
garri80n8 in the vicinity of Nashville, and the
detachment8 employed immediately north and to
the eaatof that city. All of thelle were successively
captured or di8persed, and on the 218t of August
Morgan defeated and eompletely routed a select
body of cavalry, twelve hundred strong, sent under
command of General R. W. John80n to drive him
out of Tenne8llee. Of thi8 force 164 were killed
and wounded, and a much larger number, includ
ing John80n and his 8taff, were made pri80ners.

Morgan had been notified of the intended inva
Irion of Kentucky, and part of hi8 duty waa the
de8truction of the railroad track and bridges
betweeu Na8hville and Bowling Green, for the
purpose of retarding Buell's movement8 when the
latter should begin his retreat to Louisville.

On the 28th of August Bragg croBBed the Ten
neBBee River at Chattanooga, and pushed north
ward. General Kirby Smith had previously entered
Kentucky, and had ordered Morgan to report to
him at Lexington, in the blue-gras8 region. Mor
gan marched from Hart8ville, Tenn., on the 29th
of August, and on the 4th of September reached
Lexington, already occupied by General Smith.
His eommand con8isted of the 2d Kentucky Cav
alry C. S. A., about 700 8trong, and GanO'8 squad
ron, of 2 companies of Texan cavalry, about 150
strong. It was very largely recruited, however,
during the occupation of Kentucky. A small
detachment of the 2d Kentucky, leaving Lexing
ton on the same day, made a rapid march of some
90 mileH, and captured the garrillon, 150 8trong,
of the 8tockade fort erected for the protection of
the railroad bridge over Salt River, 17 mile8
south of Louisville. The bridge waa burned in
pursuance of the programme to de8troy rail eom
munication between Bowling Green and Loui8
ville. By order of General Smith, the command
was then divided for 8eparate service. I was
ordered to proceed with 600 men of the 2d Ken
tucky to the vicinity of Covin~on, whence
General Heth, who had threatened Cincinnati,
was then retirin~. Colonel Morgan waa ordered,
with the remainder of the regiment, Gano'8 squad
ron, and all the cavalry recruitJ! then organized, to
march to the aSlli8tance of Genl'ral Mal'8hall in the
mountains of ea8tern Kentucky. The Federal
general, George W. Morgan, had evacuated Cum
berland Gap, and followed by Atevfln80n, who had
been instructed to observe and pursue him it he
moved, was makin~ his way to the Ohio. It waa
intended that Ma1'llhall and Morgan shonld inter
cept and arrest his march until Stevenson could
overtake him and attack him In rear.

The detachment under my command
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the houses, storm many others, and even double
shot the small field-pieces and lire them point-blank
from the street into some whose defenders were
unusually stubborn. The hand-to-hand fighting in
thiJllittle skirmish was the fiercest lever saw. In
many instances when the firing from the windows
W&II stopped by the volleys poured into them from
the streeta, the inmates still refused to surrender,
and the details of mv men who broke down the doors
and entered were c~mpelled to kill all they found
inside. Captain S. D. Morgan killed seven men
with his own hand, and was himself killed before
the house he entered was taken. In some houses I
88W blood dripping down the stairways.

My loss was 21 men killed and 18 wounded. A
very much larger number of the" Home Guards"
was killed, and I carried oft between 300 and 400
prisoners. The combat lasted not more than fif
teen minutes after I entered the town; but my
10&'1, the number of prisoners, and especially the
fact that I had nearly exhausted my ammunition,
decided me not to cross the Ohio and carry out the
movement on Cincinnati I had contemplated. I
knew, also, that 500 or 600 Federal troops at Mays
ville, not far distant, would be ordered immediately
to Augusta, and that my return by that point would
be intercepted. On the next morning I was at
tacked. at Brookville by these troops, under Lieuten
ant-Colonel H. B. Wilson, nine miles from Augusta;
but the atfair W&ll trifling, the loss on either side
slight, and I carried oft my prisoners. Four or five
days a.fterward I was ordered to return t() Lex
ington.

Col. John H. Morgan had been sent to eastern
Kentucky, &8 I have said, to intercept the retreat
of the Federal general, George W. Morgan. He did
not find Marshall in the vicinity where he was i:n
atrncted to seek him, nor, indeed, at all. Learning
that the Federal column was moving from Man
chester via Booneville to Mount Sterling, doubtless
to reach the Ohio at Maysville, Colonel Morgan ex
pected to strike the enemy between Booneville and
Mount Sterling. But General Morgan concentrated
at Irvine on the 21st, and moved toward Proctor.
The Confederate cavalry then moved as rapidly
as the mountainous country permitted, and receiv
ing further information that the enemy had turned
to the right and was at Campton, in Wolfe County,
81lcceeded. in getting directly in his front near
Hazel Green. From the 25th of September until
the 1st of October every eftort was made to arrest
or delay the Federal retreat. The roads were bar·
ri..aded, the column was att·acked in front and
flank, and the skirmishing W&ll continuous. Dur
ing that time the enemy progressed only thirty
miles; neverthelcs'l, John Morgan received no aid
as promised him, nor did Stevenson overtake the
Federal commander and force him to battle. At
noon, October the 1st, Colonel Morgan received
orders to withdraw from the enemy's front, and
rejoin General Smith" at Lexington, or wherever
lot: might be." He reached Lexington on the 4th
of October. I reported to him there the next day.
The town was about to be evacuated, and Gen
eral Smith's entire army, Stevenson having arrived,
"'&II marching to eftect a junction with Bragg. We

left Lexington on the 6th, and until the 10th were
employed in preventing the debouchment of Sill's
and Dumont's divisions (Federal) from the rongh
country west of Frankfort, where they were demon
strating to induce Bragg to believe that Buell's at
tack would be delivered from that direction when
the latter had in reality marched to Perryville.

After General Bragg had moved from Munford
ville to Bardstown, the entire Confederate strategic
line, including the disposition of the forces under
General Smith, may be described as extending
from Bardstown on the left Hank, via Lexington, to
Mount Sterling on the extreme right. It was one
admirably adapted for defense. However threat
ened, the troops conld be marched to the point
menaced by excellent interior roads, and favorable
ground for battle was available wherever attack
was probable. The base at Bryantsville W&ll

secnre, and was an exceedingly st,rong natural posi
tion. The aggregate strength of the Confederate
armies was little, if any, less than 61,000 men.

On October 1st Buell moved out of Louisville
with 58,000 eftective men, of whom 22,000 were
raw troops.

Under the impression that Buell was about to
throw his entire army upon Smith at Frankfort,
Bragg, on the 2d, ordered Polk to march with the
Army of the Mississippi from Bardstown via Bloom
field toward Frankfort in order that he might strike
the enemy in rear, while Kirby Smith should assail
him in front. Until the 7th he remained appar
ently under the impression that Bnell was advan
cing to attack Smith. But on the evening olthe 7th,
Gilbert, in command of Buell's center, came in
contact with Hardee near Perryville, and compelled
him to prepare for action. Ha.rdee called for reen
forcements, and Cheatham's division was sent him,
while the remainder of Polk's corps continued its
march toward Versailles with the view of joining
the forces under General Smith.

It thus happened that General Bragg, completely
misled by the mere demonstration upon Frankfort,
kept more than two-thirds of the entire force under
his control idly manmuvring in a quarter where
nothing could possibly be accomplished, and per
mitted less than 20,000 men to become engaged
upon afield where more than 45,000 of the enemy
could have been hurled upon them. Buell's whole
army (with the exception of the divisions of Sill
and Dumont-together 10,00001' 12,000 strong)
W&ll concentrated at Perryville on the 8th, and but
for the unaccountable circumstance that McCook
had been fighting several hours before Buell W&ll

informed that a battle was in progress, the Con
federate line would have been overwhelmed by an
attack in force. If such had been the 'I"esult at
Perryville on the 8th, and Buell had then gott~n

between the scattered remnants of the troops
that opposed him there, as he would almost
surely have done, he would have been master of
the situation, and nothing but disaster could have
befallen the Confederates. For on the 9th Sill
and Dumont were marching to rejoin the main
body, and in another day Buell could have had his
entire 58,000 - minus the loss sustained in the
battle - well in hand.
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After Perryville, Morgan was ordered to rejoin
the army, when everything was concentrated at
Harrodsburg, as if for a battle which General
Bragg could have won but never meant to fight.
When the army, leaving Harrodsburg, without
battle, began its retreat to Tennessee, Morgan,
assisted by Col. Henry Ashby with a small brigade
of cavalry, was employed in covering its rear.
This rear-guard was engaged very arduoWlly, and
almost constantly, in contact with Buell's advance
regiments until the 17th. At that date Morgan
received permission to retrace his march, capture
Lexington, which was, of course, in the hands of
the enemy, and then move southward, directly
across Buell's rear, doing the latter all possible
damage. Marching rapidly for twenty-lour hours,
he reached Lexington at dawn of the following
morning, and immediately attacked the 4th Ohio
Cavalry, which was encamped at Ashland -once the
residence of Henry Clay - about two miles from
the city. The enemy was defeated after a short
combat, and nearly six hnndred were made prison
ers. The loss in killed and wounded on either side
was slight. Resuming his march at noon that
day, Morgan encamped on the following night at
Shryock's ferry on the Kentucky River. At mid
JLight he was attacked by Dumont, and fearing
that he would be surrounded and entrapped in the
rugged hills of that region, he marched with all
speed for Lawrenceburg, four miles distant, reach
ing and pa88ing through that little town just as a
heavy Federal column, sent to intercept him there,
was entering it upon the Frankfort turnpike. Pa88
ingaround Bardstown on the next day, we encamped
between that place and Elizabethtown. We were
now directly in Buell's rear, and during the next
twenty·fourhours capturedmany laggards, and sev
eral wagon trains-one quite lruge and richly laden.

From the 20th to the 25th of October Morgan
continued to march in a south-western direction,
reaching Hopkinsville on the 25th. Here he had
entirely passed beyond the zone of Federal garri
sons in middle Kentucky, but still had arduous work
before him in Tennessee and in front of Nashville,
whither Buell, having turned aside from pursuit
of Bragg through the mountains of south-eastern
Kentucky, was now directing his course. After a
short sojourn at Hopkinsville for much-needed rest,
Colonel Morgan moved directly to Gallatin, Ten
nessee, with a view of completing the destruction
of the Louisville Ilnd Nashville Railroad in that
vicinity, and to that extent impeding the transpor
tation of troops and supplies to Nashville. While
engaged in this work he received orders from Gen
eral John C. Breckinridge, who was stationed with
a small infantry force at Murfreesboro', to coop
erate with Forrest in a movement intended to effect
the destruction of the rolling-stock of the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroad Company collected at
Edgefield, on the bank of the Cumberland River,
opposite Nashville. It was planned that Forrest
should make such a demonstration south of Nash-

*General Buell was succeeded in the command of
the trooPII ot the Army of the Ohio by General W. 8,
RolIecrans on the 10th day of October. Under General

ville that the attention of the garrison would be
attracted, while Morgan should dash into Edgefield
and burn the cars, several hnndred in number.

Leaving Gallatin on the night of November the
4th, Morgan entered Edgefield at daybreak the
next morning, and immediately attacked the 16th
minois and part of another regiment stationed
there. After a sharp fight he drove this force back
and obtained p08&e88ion of the cars it was intended
he should destroy. We heard Forrest's artillery
at the same moment on the other side olthe river.
But Nashville was so strongly fortified on that
side, and perhaps, also, the inadequacy of the small
force under Forrest to make any serious attempt
upon the place W88 so apparent, that although he
advanced resolutely upon the works, the movement
failed: a large portion of the garrison was dis
patched to reilnforce the detachment we had at
tacked; and before the work of demolition was
fairly commenced, a l'olumn of infantry streamed
at the double-quick over the pont~on-bridge, and
reenforced the troops with which we were already
engaged. The fight grew too hot to be maintained
so near to yet stronger hostile forces, and under the
heavy batteries which commanded the ground on
which we stood. Morgan accordingly withdrew,
followed a short distance by the enemy. Our loss
in killed and wounded was not so heavy as the en
emy's, and we carried off a few prisoners. OnlyI'
small number of the railroad cars were burned, and
the expedition was a failure. Rosecrans's army*
was now close at hand, marching npon three or fonr
roads leading into Nashville, and we were immedi
ately in its path. Crittenden's corps was in advance,
the major part of it marching on the Louisville and
Nashville turnpike. Morgan sent strong detach
ments to harass these troops, and, if possible,
delay their march. The leading division was am
buscaded near Tyree Springs, and a volley deliv
ered at seventy-five yards' range inflicted some
loss. Similar attacks were kept up all day on the
8th, but of course the efforts of so small a body
against more than twenty thousand men were
merely annoying. Early on the morning of the
9t~ Wood's and Van Cleve's divisions moved into
and on either flank of Gallatin, nearly surrounding
our people, who incautiously resisted the advance
of the central column too long, thus necessitating
brisk movement as well as sharp fighting to effect
an escape. That afternoon Morgan crossed the
Cumberland and ent'amped in a safe position be
tween Lebanon and Murfreesboro'. Morgan's loss
during the entire campaign, in killed and wounded,
was not more than one hundred. He had inflicted
8 mnch greater loss on the enemy, and had capt
ured nearly twelve hundred prisoners. He had
entered Kentucky with less than 900 effectives;
his command when he returned to Tennessee was
nearly 2000 strong. Itwas admirably mounted, and
well armed, and the recruits were fully the equals of
the original" Morgan Men," in spirit, intelligence,
and capacity to endure.

Orde1'8 of October ~th the Department of the Cum·
berland WM created, o.nd the troops within it were
dlllllgnated the Fourteenth Army COrpB.-EDrroll8.



THE OPPOSING FORCES AT PERRYVILLE, KY.,
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TIle composition. 10SlI88, and strength or eaoh army ... here stated give the gist of all tile data obtainable In the Olllcllll
Reoordo. K stands for Itllled; w for wonnded; m w for mortally wounde<l; m for captured or mInIng; c for captured.

THE UNION FORCES.
ARMY OF THE OHIO.-~.-Gen.Don Carl08 Buell: M",.-Gen. George H. ThomM, second In commllnd.

~: Anderson lPa.) Troop, Lleut. Thomas 8. Maple;
,th U. 8. cav. (8 OO'S) , Lleut.-C01. James Oakea. Ell
eon 10811: m, 1. UIltlUaeAed: 7th Pa. Cav. I' eo's), M",.
John E. W;ynkoop. Lolls: w, ': m,3=7.

FIRST ARMY CORP8, M",.·Gen. Alexander McD.
)(eCoolL
TRIaD DIVUION. BrIg.-Gen. Lovell H. RollNlllaU. 8tal1'

lolMl: m.l.
Ni..tI& 1lr&gfl.fh, Col. LeoDRnl A. HIU'r1lJ: 38th Ind., Col.

Be~am1n F. 8cribner; 2d Ohio, Lleut.-COI. John Kell;
3lId Ohio. Ueut.-COL OBear F. Moore (wand c), MI\!. Fred
erick J. Lock; Nth Ohio, Col. Joseph W. Fnzcll; 10th
Wis., Col. Altred R. Chapin; 6th Ind. Battery, Capt.
Peter 8lmonson. Bri~elo88:k, 121 ; w, U9; m, 61 =691.
BnatInnlA Brigtuk, Col. Wlillam H. Lytle (wand c),
Col. Curran Pope 1m w): i2d Ind., Col. James G. Jones;
88th Ind., Col. George Humphrey; 16th Ky., Col. Curran
Pope; 3d Ohio, CoL John Beatty: 10th Ohio, Lleut.-Col.
.Jneeph W. Burlee; 1st Mich. Battery, Capt. Cyrus O.
LoomLJ. Bri~e 1088: k, 193; w, 808; m, ~=822.

I'I1:ent"..ngAtA Brigarh, Col. John C. Starkweather; ~th
IlL. Capt. AUKW't Moulr; 79th P&.. Col. Henry A. Ham
brijtht; 1st WI8., Lleut.-C01. George B. Bingham: 218t
WiJI., Col. Be~amln J. Sweet; 'th Ind. Battery, Cllpt.
A...ahel K. Bush; 18t Ky. Battery, Capt. Dovld C. 8tone.
Brigadel088: )[,170; w, '77; m, 109=7.56. Unattaehw:
lid K)". COy. (6 OO'S), Col. Buckner BoIU'd; A, C, andH,18t
M1r'h., Eng'n and Mech's, MI\!. Enos Hopldns. Unot
tachedloas: w,18; m,'=22.
TK5TB DlVlllION, Brig.-Gen. James 8. Jackson (k). 8taff

10tl8: k,l.
TAirtlf"Ulirrl Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. William R. Terrill (k),

Col. Albert S. Hllll: 80th m., Col. Thomas G. Allen; 123<1
111., Col. Jame>J Monroe; Detachments 7th ond S2d Ky.
and lld Tenn., Col. Thoophilna T. Garrard; IOGth Ohio,
Col. Albert R. Hall; Panons's (improvilltld, Battery,
Lieut. Ch..,rlea C. Parll<Jns. Br!JI"ade 1088: k, 100; w, S36;
m, 91 =527. T1&irlU-/ourtA Brigade, Col. George Web8ter
(k): 80th Ind., LIent.-Col. Lewis Brook8; 50th Ohio, Col.
.Jonah R. Taylor, Lleut.-Col. 811as A. Strickland; 98th
Ohl... Lleut.-C01. Christian L. Poorman; 1218t Ohio, CoL
~'il11am P. Reid; 19th Ind. Battery, Capt. Samuel J.
Han1B. BrllpIde loss: k, 87: w, Me; m, 1'8 = 679.

SECO:ND ARMY CORPS, J MI\!.-Gen. Thomas L. Crlt
tenun.
FOUIlTR DIV1810N, Brtll'.-Gen. William 8. Smith.

TeRtI& BI"iga'u, Col. Wlillam Gro8e : !lUh m., Col. LouIs
n. Waters; 38th Ind., Lieut.-Col. O. H. P. Carey; 2Sd
Ky•• Lieut.-C01. J. P. JlI('kl!on; 8th Ohio, Llent.-Col.
Nlchola.B L. Anderson; ~th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Frederlek
C• .Jones; H, 'th U. 8. Art'y, Lieut. Samuel Canby; M,
'th C. fl. Art'y, Capt. John Mendcnhllll. Xinetunth
Brigtuk. Col. WlllIBm B. Hazen: llOth m., Col. Thomas
B. ('MeY; 9th Ind_, Col. WIlliam H. Blake; 6th Ky., Col.
Wolter C. Whitaker; 27th Ky., Col. C. D. Pennebllker:
,lilt Ohio. Llent.-C01. George 8. Mygatt; F, 18t Ohio
Art'y, Capt. Danlel T. Cockertll. Twenty-second Brigade,
Brtg.-Gen. Charle>J Crull: 31st Iod., Meut.-Col. John
O'IIborn; 1st Ky., LIeut.-C01. David A. EnYllrt; 2d Ky.,
Col ThomaB D. !'IedKwlck; 20th Ky., Lieut.-Col. Chorles
8_ lIaD11On; 90th Ohio, Col. IBaac N. R088; B, 1st Ohio
Art·,., Capt. William E. Standart. OOfHJ1'7l: 2d Ky.
14 ('0'111, Lleut.-COl Thomas B. Cochran.
'IrrD DIVUIOS, Brlg.-Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve.

Elneau. Brlgatk, Col, Bamuel Beatty: 79th Ind., Col.

Frederick Knetl.er; 9th Ky., Lleut.-eol. George H. Cram;
1Sth Ky., Lieut.-Col. J. B. Carlile; 19th OhIo, Lieut.-CoL
E. W. Hoillnsworth; 69th Ohio, Col. Jamtlll P. Fylre.
FourleentA Brigade, Col. Pierce B. Hawldn8: "th Ind.,
Col. Hogh B. Reed; 86th Ind., Col. Orville tl. Hamilton;
11th Ky., Lieut.-Col. S. P. Love; 26th Ky., Col. CIcero
Maxwell; 13th Ohio, Col. Joseph G. Hawlrln8. Twml".
third Brigad~, Col. Stanley Matthews: stith Ind., Col.
Bernnnl F. Mullen; 8th Ky., Col. Sidney M. Barnes; ~lst

Ky., Col. 8. Woodson Price; 618t Ohio. Lieut.-CoL
Riehard W. McClain; 99th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. John E,
Cummins. ArtiJI"ll: 7th Ind., Capt. George R. Swallow;
B, Pa., LIeut. Alanson J. Stevens; 3d Wis., Capt. Lucius
H. Drury.
SIXTH DIVISION, BrIg.-Gl'D. ThomM J. Wood.

FlfleenlA Brigad~, Brlg.-Gen. Mllo 8. HlI.f!call: l00th
Ill.. Col. Frederick A. Bartleson; 17th Ind., Lieut.-Col.
George W. Gorman; 68th Ind., Col. George P. Buell; 3d
Ky., Llent.-Col. WlIIlam T. Scott; 26th OhIo, MI\!. ChrIB.
M. Degenlleld; 8th Ind. Battery, Lieut. George Estep.
Twentieth BI-igade, Col. Charles G. Harker: 61st Jod.,
CoL Abel D. Streight; 73d Ind., Col. GlIbl'!'! Hathaway;
13th Mich., Lieut.-Cot Frederick W. Wordcn; Mth Oblo,
Col. John Ferguson; 86th OhIo, Lieut.-Col. WlIllam H.
Youug; 8th OhIo Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley. Tlrellty
first Brigade, Col. George D. Wagner: 1Mh Ind., Lleut.
Col. GU..tIlVU.. A. Wood; .oth Ind., Col. .lobo· W. BIRke;
67th Ind., Col. C)'ruB C. Hines; ~th K)·., Col. Loul8 B.
GrI/(8by; 97tb 01110, Col. J oh1l Q. Lane; 10th Jnd. Bat
tery, CIIpt. Jerome B. Cox. BrI~c los8 (wth Ind.):
w,2. Unattal'l,w: B, E, J, and K,18t Mleh., Eng'8 and
Mech's, Col. WlIIlam P. Jnnea; 1st Ohio Ca\". Illetach
ment!, M",. JOllle8 Lan/(hlln.

THIRD ARMY CORPfl, MI\I.·Gen. Chllrles C. Gilbert.
I'IH8T DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Albin 8chocpf.

First Brlf/ade, Col. MOIIC8 B. WlIlIcpr: 82d Iud., Col.
Morton C. Hunter; 12th Ky., Col. WllIlam A. HORkins;
17th Ohio, Col. John M. CollOp11; S18t OhIo, Llpnt.-Col.
Frederick W. Li"ter; 38th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. WIIIIIIIII A.
Choate. &eolld Brigade, Bri/(.-Gl'n. !';peed S. Fr)': loth
Ind., Col. WIlliam C. K1ae; Hth Ind., Col. Charles W.
Chapman; 'th K)·., Col. John T. Croxton; 10th Ky.. LIent.
Col. William H. H1LYS; lith OhIo, Lieut.-Col. George P.
Elite. Brigade 1088: k, '; w. 7 = 11. Th ird BrigarUl,
Brig.-Gen. Jame8 B. Steedman: 87th Ind., Col. Kline G.
Sbryock; 2d Minn., Col. .lamps George; 9th Ohio, Lll'ut.
Col. ChRrll'8 JORPph; stith Ohio, Col. Ferdlnund Van Der
vt'er; 18th U. S.. MllJ. Frederick TOWDllend. Brlf(ade
1088: w,8; 10,8=". Artillery: ith Mich., Capt. Josiah
W. Church; C, 18t Oblo, Copt. DanIel K. Southwick; I,
'th U. 8., Lll'ut. Frank G. Smith. Artlllery lOR"; w, 1.
OaDal'7l: 1Rt Oblo Idptachment), Col. Minor MlIIlken.
NINTH DlVI81ON, Brlg.-Gpn. Robert B. Mitchell.

Thirtieth Brigade, Col. !ollchael Goodln/(: 69th m., MI\!.
JORhua C. Winters; Hth m., Llellt.-Col. JlllUp8 B. Kerr;
75!h 111., Lieut.-Col. John E. Bennl'tt; 22d In,l.. Llput.
Col. Squirc I. Keith (Ie); Mh WI... Bottpr)-, Copt. OllCar F.
Pinney. Brijtade 1088: Ie, 121; w. 3U; m, 8t = '99. TM,..
tV-first Brlga,Je, ('01. William P. Carlin: 21.t m., Col.
John W. S. Alpxander; 38th nl., MI\!. DRnlel H.OllmH;
101st OhIo, Col. Leander Stem; 15th WIs.. Col. HUIlII C.
Heg; 2d Mlnn. Battpry, Capt. Wl1llam A. Ho!<'bkIB...
Brt/(ade 10"s: W,10. Thirtll-s,eond Brigade, Col. Wllllam
W. Caldwell: 26th TIt, Lieut.-Col. Jame8 A. McC'lplland;
stith IlL, LIeut.-Col. William P. Chandler; 818t Ind.,

IOf Ib.. oi.eratloDA of this corpe General Bnelluya, In hi. olllclal report: .. Ti,e corpe of General Crltten,ll'n dOlled 10. aod
W~f!I"'lI brl~. of Wood's division, bt'eame enga/fed and did I!"'ld senlee on the r1/fht of Mltchell'lI dlvllllon, but uowln.
IIOCJL1q "'the ......ertty of the ft«ht on the BtnDle left the ...., of the corps did not .et Into actlon."- EDiTOD.
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Lieut.-Col. .John Timberlake; 8th Kan. (battallon),
Lleut.-eol. .John A. Martin; 8th WII\. Battery, Capt.
8tephen .J. Carpenter. Oa~a'ry: B, 38th m., Capt. 8lWl
uel B. Sherer.
ELEVKNTH DJVIllION, BrIg.-Gl'n. Phllip H. SherIdan.

ThirtY-fillh Brigade, Lieut.-Col. RernRrd LlLlboldt: «tb
Ill., Cal't. Wall~e W. Barrett; 73d Ill., Col. .James F,
.JaqUC88; 2d Mo., Capt. Walter Hoppe (k); 15th Mo.,
Ml\! . .John Weber. Brigade 108s: k, 22; w, 102; m, 1 =
126. Thi,·tl/-rizth Brigade, Col. DanIel McCook: 85th nL.
Col. Robf'rt 8. Moore' 86th Ill., Col. Dllvid D. ll'OnK;
125th Ill., Col. 08ear F. Hannon; 52d OhIo, LIeut.-Col.
D. D. T. Cowen. Brigade 1088: k, 7; W, 63; m, 9 = 79.
Thtrty-.erenth Brigad4l, Col. Nlcholll.8 Greu8el: 38th Ill.,
Capt. 811a1l Miller: 88th 01., Col. FrancI8 T. Sherman;
218t Mich., Col. AmbroKe A. Stevens; 2Uh Wla., Col.
Charles H. Larrabee. Brigade 108s: k, 15; W, 124; m,
4 = 1'3. Artillery: I, 2d Ill., Capt. Charles M. Barnett;
G, 18t Mo., Capt. Henry Hl'seock. Artillery 1088: w, 8.

OAVALBY: Third Brigade, ('apt. Ebenezer Gay: 9th
Ky. (detachment), Lleut.-Col. .John Boyle: 2d Mich.,
Lieut.-Col. A.rchlbald P. ClWlpbell; 9th Pa., Lleut.-C01.
ThomallC. .Jame8. Cavalry 1088: k,4; w,13=17.

;t In Mardl,I888. General D. C. Buell wrote totbe edlton:
" Adopting th1. e.tlmate and ad,Un/{ 81ll'. DI \·I.lon, aay 7000,
wlllcb moved on tile Frankfort road and did not Join until
after the battle (i. e.. on the 11th), will make tile entire
army 61,000 before the battle and 67,000 alt·er. The corpe

Total Union 1088: killed, lI66; wounded, 2851 ; captured
or mleaing, 515 = 4211.

The most deftnJte Infonnatlon alforded by tbe" Oftlcilll
BecOl'd8" relative to t·he strength of the Union forcCll i ..
eontalned in the te8tlmony given before the Buell COUI'
mission by lIIl\lor J. M. Wright, Bilsl8tant adJutant-lCen·
eral at Buell's headquarters. On P"1t6 680, Vol. XVI_.
Part I., he 8ays: .. After the battle I do not think tht·",
werc more than fifty thou8and of the anD)' whIch 01>
peared In front of Perryville." Adding to thl8 nUl1lht-r
tho tOOO eBilualtlee 8U8tll1nl'd In the hattie, "Wonld mak..
the entIre Brmy at and about Perryville 64,000 8tronl\'. ;t
Perhaps not over one-half of these were actnally en
gal{ed. Henersl MeCook, eommanding the Fll'8t ('OTI'"
(whleh bore the brunt of tho fight), 8ay8 tbat .. Rou8
8eau had pre8ent on the field 7000; Jackson, 5IlOO; th..
brigade of Gooding [from Mitchell's divlalon of Gllbt'rl·..
eorp8]lWlounting to about l/lOO." The strength of Crlt·
tenden'A (Seoond) and Gllbert'8 (Third) COl'}lela not an)'
where olllolaUy 8tated. CrIttenden did not mIlCh the
field of action until t.he eonlllct was practically endf'd.
and only parts of Wagner's and Hazen's brlgadtlll of
hl8 ool'pll.beelWle 8l1ghtly engB8ed.

were 01 about equal etrenl{th. Gilbert told me I'N't"Dllr
that he eatlmale,1 hie co~ at about lR,OOO before tilt·
battle. About obe-thlrn 01 the w1.01" were raw troop...
Jackoon'. dlvl.lon WBB oompo..,d aImo.t enUreI)' of raw
l'eg!mentB."-EulTOllIl.

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
General Braxton Bragg.

ARMY OF THE MIB8IB8IPPI: Ml\!or-General Leoni·
dBil Polk. RIGRTWn'O,Ml\!.-Gen. BenJamIn F. Chootham.
ClU:ATHAII'8 DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Daniel S. Donel8on.

Ji'ir.' Brigad4l, COL John H. Bav"lt6: 8th Tenn., Col.
W. L. Moore; l~th Tenn., CoL R. C. Tyler; 16th
Tenn., Llent.-C01. D. M. Donnell; 88th Tenn., Col. John
C. Carter; 518t Tenn., Col. John Chester; Tenn. Bat
tery, Cspt. W. W. Carnes. BrlKade loss: k, 68; "W, 272;
m,7 = 347. &cond Brigad~, Brlg.-Gen. A. P. 8tewart:
4th Tenn., Col. O. F. Btrahl; ~th Tenn., Col. ('. D. Ven
able; 24th Tenn., Llent.-Col. H. L. W. Bratton; 318t
Tenn., Col. E. E. Tan81l; 83d Tenn.. Col. W. P. Jones;
MI88. Battery, Capt. T . .J. Stanford. Brigade loss: k,
82; w, 340; m, 28 = 428. Third BMgad4l, BrlK.-Gen.
GeorKe Maney; 41st Ga., Col. Charles A. 1\fcDan1el (WI,
Ml\!.John KnlKht; latTenn., Col. H. R. Field; 8th Tenn.,
Col. George C. Porter; 9th Tenn., LIeut.-Col. .John W.
Buford (WI, MlljorGeorge W. KelAOe; 27th Tenn .. Llent.
Col. W. Frler80n (W), Ml\lor A. C. A.lIen: M188. Battery,
LIeut. WllIlnm B. Tnrner. Brigade los8; k, 136; w, 517 ;
m, 3~=61l7.

CAVALRY BBlOADK, Col. John A. Wharton: 1st Ky.
(800'8),--; ~ ~thTenn.,--;8thTex.,--. Brigade
108s (not IIt'llarately reported).

LIWT WING, Ml\!.-Gen. William J. Hardee.
aKCOND DIVISION, Brtg.-Gen. .J. Patton Anderson.

Ji'ir.t Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. John C. Brown (WI, ('.01.
WIUlam Miller: 1st Fla., Col. William MIller; 8d
Fla., --; 418t MI"s., --; Pu.lmer's Battt'ry, -_.
Brigade 1088 (not 8eparately reported). Ruaud Bri
gath, Brlll'.-Gen. Daniel W, Adame: 13th lA, Col. R. L.
GIbson; 16th La., Col. D. C. Gober; 20th La., Col. Ang.
Belchard, Lleut.-C.ol. Leon von Z1nken; 26t.h La., Col. R.
W. Fl8k; Ift·h Battalion IA ShlU'P-shootcrs, Ml\!or.J. E.
Amlin; 5th Co. WWlhlngton (La. I Art'y, Capt. C. H.
8locomb. Brigade 1088: k, 6; W, 78; m, 68 = 152. TAW
Brigad~, Col. Bamuel Powell: 45th Ala .. --; 1st
Ark., --; 24th Mias., CoL WIlliam F. Dowd; 29th

~ Tile 'I....h Indicates that the nnme of Ih.. oomman<tlng om·
oer haa not been found In the II OfllC'1al Recorda."- F:DITOR8.

b In March, 1888, Geoeral Bnell wrote to the edltor8:
"11110 probably IUd not Inclnde the cavalry. It 10 .carcely
er",Uble that tbe three divlslo08 01 Infantry contained only
18,600.

Tenn., --; Mo. Battery, Capt. Overton W. Barn-t.
Brigade 1088 (not 8eparately reported). Fourtll Bri
gadfl, Col. ThoUlIUI M. Jolte,,: 27th 1\(lso., --; 3Ot1l
Mls8., --; 87th MI88" --; Ala. Battery (Lumo
den's). BrI~e lose (not separately reported).
THIRD DIVISION, Ml\!.-Gen. SImon B. Buckner.

Jo'ird Brigad~, Brlg.-Gen. 8t. .John R. IJddell: 2d Ark••
--; 5th Ark., Col. L. Feather8ton; 6th Ark., --; 7th
Ark., Col. D. A. GUle8lde; 8th Ark., Col. John H. Kelly;
MIM. Battery (Swett·e). Brtgade 1088: k, w, and m,71.
&cond Brigad4l, "Brig.-Gen. P. B. Cleburne (w): 13th Ark..
--; 15th Ark., --; 2d Tenn.. --; Ark. Baltt-I')
(Cslvert'8). BrllI"sde 1088 (not separately reported I.
Third Brigadfl, Brtg.-Gl'n. BU8hrod B• .Johnaon: 5tll
Confederate, Col. J. A. Bmlth; 17th Tenn., CoL A. "'.
Marks; 23d Tenn., Lleut.·CoI. R. H. Keeble; 2~th Tenn.•
Col. .John M. HUlth8; 3'Ith Tenn., CoL MORea Whit..,:
44th Tenn., Col. John S. f'ulton; Ml.ss. Batter)" (.Jelf..r
eon Art')'), Capt. Put. Darden. Brigade 1088: k, 30; w,
lOll; m, 9=_. 1"rmrth Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. 8. A. M.
Wood (w): 18th Ala., --; 33d Ala., --; 8d COll
federate, --: 45th MIM., --; 15th Battalion MI.....
BbarJ>-8hootcn, --; Ala. Battery, Capt. Henry c.
Semple. Brigade 10"8 (not lIeparate\,)' reported).

CAVALRY BRIGADE, Col. .J08ep)! Wheeler: 18t Ala..
Col. WUllam W. Allen; 8d Ala., ('01. .JlWleB Hagan: 6th
Confederate, Lleut.·Col.•Tames A. Pell; 2d Ga. (battal
Ion), Ml\!. C. A. Whale)': 8d Ga., CoL MartIn J. Craw
ford; 18t Ky. (6 eo'A), Ml\!. J. W. Caldwell. Brigade 10""
(not 8eparately reported).

Total Confederate 1008: killed, ~10; wounded, 28SIl;
ml88lng, 251 = 8396.

General Bragl!' reports (U Oftl<llsl Records," VoL XVI..
Pt. I., p. 1092) tbat .. our for008 • • . coml1.stet! of
three divlslone of Infantry (about 14,IlOO) and two ..mall
brigades of cavalry (abont l/lOO)." General Polk reporbl
(p. 1110): .. The whole of our force, Including all artWl,
did not exeeed 15,000." I

"However. tile ImporlAnt question Ia ae t", the force that
Brnlflf had 10 the field In Kentucky, for tllat"88 the fo",",
that woo to be expected lu a If"""t battle. That qu....Uon
I. not fully determined by omelal reporta, but a carefnl
etudyof the pnbUebed record. l18eme to pIKe It at not~
thAD 68,000 men."- EDrrollll.



ON THE IKIRM'," UN&'

EAST TENNESSEE AND THE CAMPAIGN OF PERRYVILLE.

BY DON CARLOS BUELL. MAJOR-GENERAI.. U. 8. V.

T HE invasion of Kentucky in the summer of 1862 by the Confederate forces
under General Bragg was one of the most prominent incidents of the war;

and both the officer who conducted it and the one who repelled it were the
objects of much popular displeasure on their respective sides. On the one
sine there was severe condemnation of the withdrawal, and on the other.
unmeasured dissatisfaction that the invaders had not been captured in a body.
Of course, there were in both cases numerous specifications to the general mat
ter of complaint. With reference to the result, it must follow that the critics
were wrong on one side or the other. It may even be that in the main, what
ever may have been the incidental blunders, they were wrong on both sides:
that is, that an invasion for a permanent occupation which lacked the support
of the population, and was opposed by an army able and ready to contest the
object, was wisely abandoned without further resistance; and that the con
testant, in the presence of a skillful and not inferior adversary, wisely took
his measures to make the result reasonably certain. The rashness of revo
lutionary ends might reject the former, but no rule of loyalty to the public
welfare would condemn the latter.

In giving here a brief review of the subject-which properly includes the
project for my advance into east Tennessee in the early summer-I shall
undertake no more than a simple outline of the essential facts~ and an expo
sition of the circumstances which controlled events.

The period immediately following the evacuation of Corinth, and lasting
through the summer, found the Western armies in a less satisfactory state
than at the first glance would be supposed. The early delusion of a ninety
days' campaign had not 80 completely passed away as not to give rise to dis
appointment in the ranks and among the people, at finding no signs in the

81
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32 EAST TENNESSEE AND THE CAMPAIGN OF PERRYVIllE.

South of reconciliation or submission, after the signal successes which the
Union cause had achieved; and it could hardly fail to happen that the dis
appointment would for a while act injuriously upon the temper and efficiency
of unseason"ed troops. It resulted, in fact, that the desire to get back to
friends, or to find relief for a time from the hardships and restraints of service,
caused large numbers to get away from the front on every possible pretext
-ouleave granted with or without proper authority, upon authority exercised
too loosely, and even without any authority; and when once away their return
was very difficult. Appeals were of little avail, and the recourse of sending
officers to recall the absentees was attended with poor results.

But absence from the colors was not the worst form of the evil. Duty of
every sort was performed with a sluggishness which greatly retarded every
sort of work, of which there was much that had to be done, and the service
of escorts and road guards was executed in very many cases with a fatal
laxity. An idea grew up that a soldier on parole was virtually released from
all restraint; and there was good reason to believe that large numbers of
stragglers were quite willing to find themselves for a moment in the hands
of the enemy, and that even the vigilance and resoluteness of es~orts and
guards were materially affected by the idea that captivity meant liberty and
relaxation. J

Even in the routine of camp life, the weariness and impatience manifested
themselves in some manner, actively or passively, in a protest against the
interior demands and the exterior restraints of discipline. The thousands of
letters which poured from the camps into the soldiers' homes and the public
press were mediums for these manifestations, which put upon the general in

~ To this rule there were of course honorable
exceptions. The following orders oonoerning
absentees and paroles were published in view of
these evils, which were seriously impairing the
strength and efficiency of the army:

.. HEADQUARTERS, AlllllY OF THE 01110,
"IN CAMP, NEAR FWRENCE, ALA., June 2'th, 1862.

"GENERAL ORDERS, No. 28: There are 14,000 ol1loors
and 80ldlers absent from theIr duty with the various
divisIons of this army. 4. e., the live dlvlslous Boutb
of the Tenneuoo RIver. Rome of tbem have gone off
wltbout any authority; otbl'rs wIth tbe perml88l0n ot
oftle·ers not authorized to grant It. In general, Blc·kncss
tB Irtvcn lIolI the caU8fl of abllence, but tn ver}' many CIlBCB

that cauae haB notorlollsly ceased to exIst, and men
remain I\way, drawIng tbe Bame pay M their comradC8
who Ilre faithfully pertormlng tbelr duty. To correct
thl8 abU86 It Is ordered--

.. ('tb.) All abeent ofttcers and 80Idiers wbo do not joIn
tbelr companlee and relrtments or are not satlstaetorlly
Ilt'connted tor lIolI above by the 10th or Jnly next. will he
reported on thclr muster-roll Il8 desr-rters, dating from
the time that tbey mBy bave been BbBent without
authority. By llOt of CougresB evl'ry de8erter fortelt41
BU ~Ialm ou the Government for pay and Bllowanoos,
hesldee belnlt ltable to arrest and trial by eourt-martlal.
Any person who apprehl"nds and retnrns a deserter to
the commandtng ol1lcer of a military post Is entitled to
a reward oUli. By command of lIIAJOa-GElIERAL BUELL.
J'AlIlBB B. FRT, A8818tant AdJutant-General, Cblef-of
Btatl."

.. HEADQUARTEB8, ARMY OF THE 01110,
"IN C'AlIlP, HUNTSVILLE, ALA., Augnllt 8th, 1882.

"GEKERAL OnDERS. No. n: Tbe sY8tem of paroll's
practiced In tbl8army blloll mn Into an Intolerable abl1RP.
Hereafter no ottlcer or Boldler belollglng to the fort'M In
thl8 dtstrlct will glve his parolc not to takl" np anns, for
the purpose of leavIng the enemy's linea wIthout the
8anctlon of the general commanding thl8 anny, except
when, by rellollon of wonnd8 or dIsease, he eould not he
removed witllOllt endall//(erlng hIs lite.

"Any parole Irtven In ·\10IM.lon of this order will not
be recognized, Bnd the pel'8On givIng It will he requIred
to perrorm mtlltary dnty aud take the risks prescribed
by the IaW8 ot war.

" Any ol1lcer or 8oldt"r of thIs command, beln//( In the
banda of the enemy and deslrlnl( to be relel\8lld ou parole
tor the purpost' of lea\1ng the enemy's lilli'S, will lUokp
application to the jl'enl'ral oommandln/l this army, 111
cl081ng In dllpU"ate the parole whIch he propo8CS to
give, and await Its approvRI.

"The 8anctlon of the ofttcl'r commandtng the to\"('e.~ hJ'
whIch he 18 held. belnl!' n(,~ps8ary t~ eft'r<'t the IIrrnnl«'
ment,should he forwarded wIth the appll~at1oll.Noeut'1,
appllcBtlon will he Bpproved whpn thr- ~apt.uro has rp
sllited from nejl'lect or mlshl'bnvlor on thp. part of the
prlsoner or of the command to whl~.h h(' helongl'd.

"Thc e\1dl'nr-o of a I!,wfnl parole will bl' tho parolf'
Itselt, bearlnll' the approval of the commandIng I«'flPral.

"The 8BmemlewlU be ohIWrved hy thIs army In l,urol
Ing prl80nN'I\ taken from the enemy. If thl'}' cmmot be
beld nntll the 8anctlon of such oftteerlUl the gllupral ,,~m
mandlnll' the enem}-'8 force8 may dp81gnate for thRt pur
pose Is obtained, they wIlIlJe releMed. By commRnd of
MAJOR-GENERAL BUELL. J'AMES B. FRY, Colonel and
ChIef-ot-Btatr."
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command the burthen of every complaint, and the responsibility of every
miscarriage. If a command started upon a march, every soldier would be
anxious to know how his haversack was to be replenished, but it never
occurred to him that there was a question as to how the depots were to be
supplied.

The Government, also, soomed to drop suddenly into a similar state of
disappointment, discontent, and inaction. It had not apparently been
imagined that the depletion which would unavoidably go on rapidly in the
ranks must be replaced, and when at length the work of repair was taken up
it was done by creating new regi
ments instead of replenishing the
old ones. A vast waste of time, and
material, and efficiency was caused
by this plan of throwing large
numbers of raw troops suddenly
into service in distinct bodies.
Moreover, party politics, which at
first, under a spontaneous burst of
patriotism, had put aside all party
distinctions, began now to resume
its old organization. That, of
course, meant old ambitions and
opposing policies with reference
to means, however united men
might be in motive upon the
one great object of preserving
the Union. No doubt all of these
causes worked to the same end.
At all events it resulted that dur
ing the summer of 1862, after the
withdrawal of the Confederates

BREVET lIAJOR-GENERAL JAMES B. }'RT. CHIEF-GF-8TAFB'
from Corinth, the armies were TO GENERAL BUELL; APTERWARD PROVOST-JlAR-

weaker numerically than they 8HAL-GENERAL. FROM A PHOTOORAPH.

had been or ever were afterward, and that the tone of the troops, though
always loyal, was in some respects seriously defective.

It was exactly the reverse on the other &ide. To the South the result of
the battle of Shiloh was the disappointment of a great hope almost consum
mated, rather than a discouragement. The first depressing effect of the
retreat from Corinth was more than compensated for by the splendid successes
which were considered to have been gained in Virginia. Their Government
acted vigorously. Their armies were speedily recruited, and never again
entered the field in as great re.lative strength and as high spirit as in that
summer. The army at Tupelo, no longer threatened, and under a new com
mander of established reputation for nerve and ability, paused for a moment
to discover an opening for attack or a call for defense, and the disposition
of the now unoccupied force under General Halleck soon pointed the way.
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As soon as the expulsion of the Confederates from the line of the Mem
phis and Charleston Railroad was consummated by the definitive retreat of
the Corinth army, the large Federal force that had been called together for
the operations on that line was redistributed for ulterior objects. About
65,000 men were retained under General Halleck's immediate command to
occupy the line from the Tennessee River to Memphis; the Army of the
Ohio was restored to its original departmental territory, to advance into east
Tennessee, perhaps even to penetrate Georgia; and the remainder of the foree
was sent to strengthen General Curtis in Arkansas. Thus the Army of the
Ohio was the only army in the West that was assigned to an aggressive
campaign.

The occupation of east Tennessee had from the first been a favorite meas
ure with the President, apparently more from political than from military
considerations. It had at one time been enjoined upon my predecessors in
specific orders, and was urged upon my attention by General McClellan in
the instructions with which I came to Kentucky. Some abortive steps had
been taken in that direction by General Sherman before my arrival, but vari
ous causes, which need not here be enumerated, compelled its postponement
then and afterward,-especially the inexpediencyof the attempt upon military
grounds under the circumstances, and finally the drift of events, which car
ried the bulk of the army to Shiloh and Corinth. A general view of the thea
ter of war, and a consideration of the geography of east Tennessee, will show
the importance of the lodgment that was now to be undertaken, and indicate
the opposition it was sure to encounter, unless seconded by operations of a
decisive character in other quarters.

East Tennessee is an elevated valley of great salubrity and considerable
agricultural capacity, practically inclosed, though with some natural open
ings, by a mountainous and rugged belt of country in which rise the sources
of the Tennessee River. The surplus of food products during the war was not
large, but was not without value to the South at first, when so much of the
country was absorbed in the growth of cotton. The railroad passing east and
west through the valley afforded the most direct and convenient communica
tion between Richmond and the Mississippi, while abreast of it, from Chatta
nooga, a branching railroad penetrated the Atlantic and Gulf States to the
coast, affordin~ a valuable system of internal communication for supply
or defense, and an equally effective line for external in vasion. On the
northern side, the valley had a strong defensive line in the difficult, though
not impracticable mountains, which, farther to the north, assume an expanse
and ruggedness that present what might be considered practically a secure
barrier between Kentucky and Virginia. East Tennessee might therefore be
regarded as a doorway to the rear of Richmond, and a commanding rendez
vous which looked down with a menacing adaptability upon the Gulf and
Atlantic States. In the latter light, more than as a means of defense, its
preservation was of vital moment to the Confederacy. The occupation of it
by the Federal force would be like the last stage in a regular siege, when the
glacis is crowned and batteries are established for breaching the walls and
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delivering the final assault. But the fact that it was the home of all that
was loyal to the Union ill the States in rebellion, seemed to blind the Govern
ment to the considerations which insured that it would be defended with all
the energy of self-preservation. rrhe powerful force and desperate battles
that were finally found necessary to secure the object, afforded a vindication,
to which nothing need be added, against the fatuity which demanded that
the Army of the Ohio, without supplies and with severed communications,
should accomplish it in the summer of 1862 with a movable force of 31,000
men against more than 60,000 that barred the way. [See maps, pp. 3 and 6.]

I was following the movements of the enemy retreating from Corinth,
when, on the 9th of June, I received notice from General Halleck that my
army was to resume its separate action, and advance into east Tennessee.
My divisions started in the new direction the next day, and on the 11th I
received my instructions verbally from General Halleck. I was to move
as diligently as possible to the object specified, but I was to repair the
Memphis and Charleston Railroad as I proceeded, guard it, and draw my
supplies from it. The inexpedieucy of these conditions, as I had pointed out,
was realized before the repairs were completed. The road, running along the
enemy's front, was peculiarly exposed to attack-was in fact attacked while
we were working on it and afterward; it was not supplied with rolling
stock, and we derived no benefit from it, though the repairs detained us
until the last of June. Foreseeing these embarrassments, I had given orders
for the repair of the roads south from Nashville, and for the accumulation
of supplies at that point. I desired also the option of making the advance
through McMinnville and Kingston, which I imagined might be found to
present decided advantages. It would avoid the heavy work on the railroads
to the Tennessee River, the bridging of the river, and the extremely difficult
ground that must at first be overcome by wagon transportation after crossing.
It would establish a junction promptly with the force under G. W. Morgan
operating against Cumberland Gap, and give actual possession of east Ten
nessee, which the mere occupation of Chattanooga would not. Halleck at first
assented to my proposition, but a day or two afterward withdrew his consent,
and enjoined that the movement should be made directly upon Chattanooga.

We crossed the Tennessee by extemporized ferries - three divisions at
Florence, arriving at Athens on the Nashville and Decatur Railroad on the 28th
of June, and one division between the 1st and 6th of July, by a very inefficient
ferry prepared by General Mitchel at Decatur.

General Thomas with his diVision was still detained on the Corinth road
under General Halleck's orders, and did not join at Huntsville until the last
of July; so that the available effective force for an advance when I reached
Huntsville on the 29th of June was between 24,000 and 25,000 men. The
IG,OOO already in middle Tennessee and north Alabama would still be required
to guard Nashville and keep open the communications. But there was much
to be done before an advance could be possible. We found ourselves already
at the very limit of our means of transportation. Nothing had been accom
plished in the way of repairing the railroads, and it required every wagon to
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haul supplies enough for the daily consumption. Much of the time there
after the troops were on half rations. We could gather some forage from the
country, but not enough for the animals.

Before my arrival General Mitchel had urgently reported demonstrations of
the enemy from the direction of Chattanooga. To the Secretary of War he
said, June 21st: "I am with difficulty maintaining my position in front of
Chattanooga. I will endeavor to hold my position until reenforcements
arrive." His nearest position was in fact at Battle Creek, twenty miles below
Chattanooga, with the Tennessee River and a mountain range intervening.
To me he telegraphed, June 21st: "I think everything depends on celerity of
movement. If we should be driven from Stevenson (the junction of the Nash
ville and Chattanooga and the Memphis and Charleston railroads), or even
from the position we now occupy (at Battle Creek, nine miles above Bridge
port), I should deem it a great misfortune." Partly therefore to oppose this
supposed danger, and especially to place a strong working force on the Nash
ville and Chattanooga Railroad, McCook's and Crittenden's divisions were sent
to Stevenson and Battle Creek. Nelson's and Wood's di"visions were for the
present kept on the Nashville and Decatur road; and the repairs by means of
the troops and by experienced hired hands were urged energetically. At the
same time mills were put to work to get out lumber, and the building of boats
for a bridge was commenced. We had no pontoon train, and the Tennessee
was a formidable river, requiring a bridge 1400 yards long.

The depredations of the small bands that had harassed Mitchel before my
arrival were continued afterward, and soon demonstrated the necessity of
defensive works for bridges and other vulnerable points. An inclosed earth
work of considerable strength, large enough for a regiment, was constructed
at Stevenson for the protection of the depot to be established there for the
advance; and a specific plan and instructions for small block-houses, or,
more properly speaking, picket-houses, at the less important points 'were
prescribed. An officer was specially assigned to the direction of these works,
and the supervision of the guards. Iron-clad dummy cars were provided for
such purposes and for express· service. Much of the road-repairing and
other engineering work was done and supervised by a splendid regiment of
mechanics and engineers from Michigan, under Colonel William P. Innes.

These, from among the thousand other details, al'e mentioned, because they
were infinitely important to our existence, and absolutely necessary for the
first step in advance. Clearly the means of transportation, which were barely
sufficient to provide us with a precarious subsistence where we were, would
be insufficient to carry us at least thirty miles farther away, across a broad
river and a mountainous country, into the presence of the enemy. The records
show that laborious and unceasing efforts were used to bring about the neces
sary conditions for a forward movement, and that every officer employed
in command or in staff positions was stimulated to the utmost by advice and
instructions for the object before us. We had been engaged in this earnest
manner just nine days from the time of my arrival at Huntsville [June 29th],
when I received a dispatch from Halleck, saying that my progress was not
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satisfactory to the President. I was so astonished at the message that I made
no reply until three days afterward, when I was called on for explanations. !

The road from Nashville to Stevenson was completed on the 12th of July,
and a train was started the next morning with supplies for the depot at
Stevenson. My attention had been attracted to the importance of McMinn
ville as an outpost. It was at the foot of the mountain on the direct wagon
road between Nashville and Chattanooga, and was the terminus of a branch
railroad, twenty miles east of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. I had
just organized a new brigade at Murfreesboro' to occupy McMinnville. On
the morning of the 13th Forrest, with a large body of cavalry, surprised the
bligade, killed and wounded some and ('aptured the rest, damaged the railroad
seriously, and produced alarm in Nashville, where the force was not large. ~

~"Official Records," Vol. XVI., Part n., pp.
1001, 122.

~ The following orders were published with ref
prence to this and similar affairs. It is proper to
add that a Court of Inquiry, iUl~tituted by General
Rosecrans, at the rl'qllest of General T. T. Crit
tenden, the commander of the brigade, after his
exchange, acquitted the commander of blame, on
the ground that he had only arrived the day before
the attack, and had showu commendable energy
in his new position. Colonel Duffield had also just
arrived. He appeared to have behaved well in the
attack, and was severely wounded:

.. HEADQUARTERS, AR:IlY 01' THE Omo,
.. IN CAJlP, HUNTSVILLE, ALA., .July ~lst, 186~.

.. GI:SERAL ORDERS, No. 32: On the 13th instant tbe
force at Hur1reellborongb, under command of Brigadier
General T. T. Crittenden, late colonel of the 6th Indiana
Rfltdment, and oonsiAting ot 8 companies of tbe 9th
HichiKan, II compaules ot the 3d Minnesota, ~ sections of
HeweU's (Kentncky) battery, 4 companies of the 4th
Kentucky Cavalry, and 3 companies ot the 7th Penu
l!ylvanJB CRvalry. was captured at that plooe by a torce
of the enemy's cavalry varioasly estimated at from
1800 to 35Oll. It appears from the best Information that
eBn be obtained, th..t Brigadier-General Crittenden and
Colonel Duftleld of the 9tb Michigan, with the six com
panlM of that regiment and all of the cavalry, were
surprised and captured early In the morning In the
hOll8eA Bnd street~ ot the town. or In their camp near
b)-. with but sllll(ht reslstanc~ and without any timely
warnJng of the pre_nee of the enemy. The reMt of the
foft'e, consisting of the 3d Minnesota and the artillery
nnder Col. Lester, left Its camp and took another posi
tion, which it maintained with but tew cllol!ualtles against
the ff\eble attacks of tbe enemy until about 3 o'clock,
wbl'n It w""" snrrenderod Rnd marched Into captivity,

.. TDlr.e It in all its features, few mom disgraceful
example<! of neglect of duty and IB<'k of I\'ood oondud
eall be found in the history of WIU'll. It fully merits the
f"xtreme penalty which the law provides for such mls
eonduct. The force was more tban suftlclont to repel
th... attack ..!fectually. The morUftc!ltion which the
army will teel at the result Is poorly compenllBted by tim
Pltertion wade b)' some - perhaps mauy - ot the officers
to retrieve tho dll!gn\ce ot the surprille. The action ftt
to be adopted with refprenc~ to those who arc blamable,
PJlpedally the officers hll\'hellt In command, cannot be
dct..nnlned wlthont further Investigation.

u In cootra8t to this shameful all'alr, the general com
manding tUM pleaenre in maldnl\' honorable mention
of the eonduct of a detachml'nt of twenty-two men of
C'omPllnJelI I and H, 10th Wisconsin Regiment. under the
rommand of 8erreants W. Ne1l!on and A. H. Maktnson.

The detachment was on dllty guarding a bridge east
of Huntsville, when it Wall attacked on April 28th by a
force of SOUle~ or 300 cavalry, which It fought for two
hoU1'8 and repulsed In the most signal manner. Buch is
the oonduct that duty and honor demand of every sol
dier: and this example Is worthy ot imimtion by b1gher
officers and larger commanD. By command of MAJOR
GENERAL BUELL. .JAIIES B. FRY, Col. andChief-(lt-Btait

.. HEADQUARTERS, ARJlY OF THE OHIO,
"IN CAMP, HUNTSVILLE, ALA., Angast 1st, ll18'.1.

" GENERAL OBDERS. No. 37: The ml\lor-geneml com
manding has to announce other instances of dlsgraoe
ful neglect and oontraat them with another ot gallantry :

.. The guard at Courtland Bridge, consisting of c~m

panlNl A and H, 10th Kentuoky, under the oommand
of Captain Davidson, and a part of Captain Eggleston's
company, 1st Ohio Cavalry, Wall completely surprised
and captured with but triftlng loss on the morning of
the 2llth ultimo, by a force of irregular cavalry. On the
same day the companies of Captains Boyl and Goben,
loth Indiana, which were ordered to protect two bridges
on the same road, respectively six and twelve mUes
east of Courtland, deemed it wiser to bring in an
empty train whloh came up .than to defend their poste,
threatened with an attack from the l!ame Irregular cav
airy; aud so put themselves on the train and an1ved
safely at Decatur, a few miles distant, without the lou
or Injnry of a mlm. On the same day, and on the same
road, eight miles from Decatur, a guard, conll1stlpg of
twenty-tonr men of C.ompany E, Slst Ohio, under the
command of Lientenant Hannan, were SUddenly at
tBCked by a ~eatly snperior force of the aame cav
alry. They defended themselves ,",Uantly, however,
and repulsed the enemy,ldlllng several of the number,
Llent. Harman and eleven of his men were wounded,
himself tn two plooes, and two ot hit! men were kllled.

.. The general snbmltl! these examples to the reftectlon
of the troopa. He reminds them that neglectandbad con·
dnct on the part ot guardl! brings dishonor upon tbem and
may even jeopardize the safety ot an army. If thpae ap
peals to tbelr persouallmd professional pride should tail
oftllelr object, be warns them that the pxtl'l'me l,pnalty
of the law mmt Intervene to punlah the guilty Bud save
the army from the jeopardy In which they p!lwe It. The
duty of guardln~ the communications of the anny Is
among the most Important with which an officer and his
troops oan be intrusted. VIgilance, detenuinatlon, and
the pl'l'paratIon of suitable detenses in the way ot in
t.reuchmputs or s1o<'·kades will prevent such attacks, or
enable a small force to repel B ~Bt1~· supprior one. Had
the order tor bridl\'e-KUards to tonlr, tbelr posts been
promptly execnted and proper vigilanoe been ob.eM"ed.
the attacks referred to, if made at all. would have had
very di1ferent l"Nlulta. Thia order and General Ordel'll,
No. ~. will be read at the head of every compauy and
detachment. By command ot MAJOR-GENERAL BUELL.
J.uuts B. FRy, Colonel and Chief-of-8tait"
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This was the first appearance of any large body of the enemy in our rear
south of the Cumberland, though Morgan was at the same time engaged in a
formidable raid in Kentucky. Nelson was immediately ordered to occupy
Murfreesboro' and McMinnville with his division, himself and one brigade
going by railroad. He had just reached Murfreesboro' with a portion of his
troops when Forrest, on the 18th, appeared again on the railroad between
him and Nashville, captured guards, and destroyed two more bridges. Work
was immediately commenced to repair the damage. It was completed on the
28th of July, and the shipment of supplies for the depot at Stevenson was
resumed.

As soon as my designs upon east Tennessee were known, the Confederate
authorities took prompt measures to counteract them. The sudden appear
ance of large bodies of cavalry under Morgan and Forrest on my communi
cations in Tennessee and Kentucky early in July, and the increased activity
of small parties, were a part of these measures. It was at first in contempla
tion to move the Tupelo army upon my rear in middle Tennessee, but the
wiser plan was adopted of concentrating in my front. One division of that
army, and reenforcements from other quarters, reached Chattanooga in June.
General Bragg arrived on the 30th of July, and by that time the transfer of
his force from Tupelo was about completed. The nucleus of a force under
Van Dorn and Price was left in Mississippi to neutralize the large Federal
force on the Memphis and Charleston road, an object which was accomplished
at first by inaction alone, and at last by bold though unsuccessful attacks
with inferior numbers.

The foreshadowing of an aggressive campaign from east Tennessee soon
began to be seen. By report, and actually, as the record now shows, the
objective was at first middle Tennessee and Nashville. Rumor, as usual,
placed the force that was ready for the work at very large numbers-80,OOO
or 100,000 men. I realized that the enemy in front of us was assuming formi
dable proportions, but I did not doubt that his strength was over-estimated,
nor that, if necessary, my own force would be increased, and therefore my
efforts for the accumulation of supplies for an advance were not relaxed.

On the 7th of August I informed General Halleck of the condition which
the campaign was assuming, and told him that my force should be increased.
I estimated the force opposed to me at sixty thousand men. The records now
show that it was greater. He answered on the 8th that General Grant would
turn over two divisions to my command" if I absolutely required them," but.
cautioned me not to ask for them if I could avoid it with safety. By the 12th
the accumulating evidence showed that the call could not be dispensed with,
and I requested General Grant to forward the divisions without delay. One
of them joined .on the 1st of September; the other did not arrive until the
12th, after the movement northward to follow Bragg had commenced. The
strength of the two divisionR was about 5000 men each.

Our communications south of the Cumberland had been made secure by. .
the distribution of the troops, but to the north the depredations were prose-
cuted with increased vigor. Our cavalry was totally insufficient to cope with
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these incursions, which it must be said, also, were seldom resisted by the
infantry guards with vigilance and resolution. On the 10th of August, Mor
gan again appeared on the railroad north of Nashville, captured the guard of
about 150 men at Gallatin, effectually disabled the tunnel north of that place,
and destroyed several bridges toward Nashville. Our communication with
Louisville, on which we were dependent for supplies, was thus, for the pres
ent, effectually severed. Work was immediately commenced to repair the
damage, but the constantly recurring presence of the enemy's cavalry inter
fered so effectually as to require a large increase of force from the front or
the rear for the defense. I had already strengthened the guards at Bowling
Green and Munfordville. To continue to draw from the front was not yet
to be thought of. On the 16th, therefore, I gave General Nelson a couple of
field-batteries and some experienced cavalry and infantry officers, and sent
him to Kentucky to organize such troops as' could be got together there to
reestablish our communications and operate against Morgan's incursions.

On the 18th a gu~rd of a regiment belonging to Grant's command was capt
ured without a show of resistance at Clarksville,*where a considerable quan
tity of supplies had been deposited for transshipment in consequence of the
suspension of navigation by low water in the Cumberland. Upon hearing of
Morgan's appearance again on the Cumberland north of Nashville, General R.
W. Johnson, a spirited cavah·y officer, under whose command I had assembfed
all the cavalry that was available, moved promptly in pursuit, and with his
inferior force attacked Morgan vigorously near Hartsville. Johnson was
defeated with a loss of 80 killed and wounded and 75 prisoners, himself among
the latter. The rest escaped and mRde their way as stragglers or in small
bodies to Nashville.

These details, harassing and disappointing to the actors at the time, are now
no less wearisome and uninteresting to the careless reader; but the considera
tion of them is essential to a COlTect appreciation of the campaign. It is a
story familiar to history of the crippling of an invading army by a successful
war upon its too long and inadequately protected communications, with an
enemy in its front. The line in this case was a single railroad, 350 miles long,
through a population either hostile to the invader, or at least in a consider
able degree friendly to his opponent. Under the circumstances that were
to ensue, it is not perhaps to be accounted a misfortune that the contemplated
advance was checked at the start. A Union army of 31,000 men at Chatta
nooga in July, 1862, without supplies, with its communications broken for
400 miles, and the Government on the Potomac appealing for 25,000 men
which could not be spared from Corinth, might well have been in a worse
condition than the stronger army in November, 1863, which was reduced to
h01"8e and mule meat for its ration, with its communications complete to
within 30 miles, and with an unoccupied army from Vicksburg and consider
able reenforcements from the Potomac hastening to its succor.
*For an explanation of the BlUTender see Vol. after the sUlTender the eolonel and all the line-otll.

XVL. Part I., pp. 862-869, "Otll.cial Records." eers present were cashiered by order of the Presi
Colonel Rodney Mason, 71st Ohio regiment, the dent, but this action was subsequently revoked, and
commander, had less than 200 effeotive men. Soon they were honorably discharged.- D. C. B.



40 EAST TENNESSEE AND THE CAMPAIGN OF PERRYVlLJ.£.

The reports of the superior force assembled in east Tennessee were con
firmed as the time passed, and there could be no doubt that our position in
middle Tennessee was about to be assailed. Already there were rumors of
crossing at Chattanooga, Harrison's Landing, and Kingston. These starting
points indicated no certain plan of attack. The enemy might descend the
Sequatchie and Cumberland valleys and enter at north Alabama, in which
case he would have a railroad for his supplies; or he might cross the mount
ains by direct roads toward middle Tennessee. In either case, Stevenson,
on the south side of a declining spur of the Cumberland Mountains reaching
to Huntsville, was unsuitable for our depot, and Decherd, on the north side,
was adopted instead.

On the 19th of August I received information from General McCook, who
was at Battle Creek with his own and Crittenden's divisions, that the enemy
was crossing in force at Chattanooga. My plans were already matured and
McCook had his orders for such a case, only waiting the signal to act, which
was given on the 20th. He was to march with his division to the point at
which the Anderson or Thurman road between Chattanooga and McMinnville
crossed the Sequatchie valiey, watching and opposing the enemy OJ! that road,
and gradually fali back toward McMinnville until he joined the remainder
of the army. Crittenden was to follow him, and act similarly and in con
junction with him on the Higginbottom road, which crossed the valiey a little
lower down, and united with the Thurman road further north. They had
previously been provided with rockets and a signal code for communicating
with each other and with the rest of the army. The same day I went to Battle
Creek and then to Decherd to superintend the further concentration, for
which general instructions had already been given. Altamont, in advance
of McMinnville, was designated as the point of junction, though that could
have been modified, if desirable, after an examination of the locality. General
McCook proceeded up the valley some distance until he received information
on which he relied, that the enemy had already entered the valiey in force,
or would enter it before he could be intercepted. He therefore returned to
Crittenden at the Higginbottom road, which he deemed to be impractica.ble
for his artillery and train, and both divisions returned to Battle Creek, where,
after hearing from them, I sent them further orders. The information was
positive that the enemy was advancing on the Thurman road, where in fact
his cavalry was encount(lred; and under the orders for the concentration
Thomas went to Altamont from McMinnville with one division, but returned
to McMinnville. McCook arrived there a little later and remained until the
final concentration at Murfreesboro' under the orders of the 30th. A brigade
under Colonel W. H. Lytle, of Rousseau's division, was still retained at Hunts
ville, and two regiments under Colonel L. A. Harris were at Battle Creek~ The
failure of McCook's movement up the Sequatchie was unfortunate. It gave
a false impression of the enemy's progress, and of the route he was to pursue.
But for the erroneous information under which it was abandoned, it ought
to have led to important results. There would have been no advantage,
however, in retiring on the Higginbottom road without meeting the enemy_
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We were now reduced to ten days' provisions. Our railroad communica
tion north of Nashville had been broken for twenty days, and no effort was
being made at Louisville to reopen it. My orders to General Nelson had
been of no avail. In fact, on his arrival there he found Kentucky organized
into a separate department not under my command; and his report of my
instructions and his representations of the necessity of opening the road to
Nashville were answered with orders from Washington to first open com
munication with Cumberland Gap, where General G. W. Morgan was not in
danger, and had abundant supplies for the present. The result of those
orders, unnecessary for the relief of Morgan, and insufficient for stopping
Kirby Smith, was the defeat of Nelson at Richmond on the 30th. Ten days
had elapsed since the enemy's advance was positively reported, and there was
no more evidence of his approach than at first. He was, of course, to be
expected any day, but he might not come in two weeks.

Under the circumstances it was plainly necessary to concentrate nearer
Nashville, where we could get to work on the railroad, and at the same time
be ready for the enemy when he should come. Orders were accordingly
given on the 30th of August for concentrating at Murfreesboro' on the 5th
of September. Thomas, at McMinnville, was to march on the 2d, and other
commands according to their position. To the last Thomas had no defi
nite information of the approach of the enemy. It turned out that Bragg .
crossed at Chattanooga on the 28th of August, entered Sparta on the 3d of
September, and made his way to Glasgow, where he arrived on the 14th,
having crossed the Cumberland at Carthage and Gainsboro'. Something
of these movements, though not of the entire force, was learned on the 6th,
and that Bowling Green was threatened. Two divisions were, therefore,
moved across the river at Nashville on the 7th,- one to go to the protection
of Bowling Green, where there was a small garrison with some stores, and
the other to Gallatin, to gain information of the movements of the enemy in
the valley.

At the same time preparation was made to act with the remaining force as
circumstances might require. Two and a half divisions, including Paine's
division from Grant, which had not yet arrived, and a large number of con
valescents, were designated to hold Nashville, under the command of General
Thomas. It was ascertained on the 10th that the bulk of Bragg'S army had
marched north from the Cumberland, and my movable divisions were accord
ingly put in motion to follow. They were concentrated at Bowling Green on
the evening of the 15th. I there learned that the garrison at Munfordville
had been attacked, but the result was not certainly known. Bragg was
reported at Glasgow, and on the 16th I marched to give battle to him at that
place; but during the day it was ascertained that he had marched the day
before for Munfordville, the garrison of which, it was also ascertained, had
repelled the first attack, and my divisions were directed upon that point. The
next day, at Prewett's Knob, thirteen miles from Munfordville, I learned that
the garrison had that morning surrendered to Bragg'S entire army, and that
night Colonel Wilder reported to me with his command as prisoners of war.

VOL. III. <l.

-
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The enemy was now concentrated in front of us, and had taken up a posi
tion of unusual strength upon and behind a rather low crest on the south side
of Green River. My information of the aggregate force assembled in east
Tennessee was sufficiently accurate, but at first there was no means of know
ing what portion of it was with Bragg, and what portion had followed Kirby
Smith. The proximity of the last three days had given a better knowledge
of Bragg's strength. Colonel Wilder, who was competent, and had had some
opportunity for observation, estimated it at from 35,000 to 40,000 men, and
nobody estimated it at any less. I supposed it to be from 30,000 to 40,000. I

had with me 35,000 effective men, but
on being satisfied at Bowling Green
that no considerable force remained to
threaten Nashville, I called up Thom
as's division, and now determined, on
its arrival, to attack Bragg's position if
he should remain. Thomas arrived on
the 20th. There was some skirmishing
between the lines that evening, but
the enemy withdrew during the night.
His rear-guard was driven out of Mun
fordville the next day, and was pressed
by our advanced guard until he turned
off the main road toward Bardstown.*

There was no reason to hesitate at
this point as to the course which I
should pursue. I did not know where
Kirby Smith was, but the junction be

IIJlIGADIU-ilBIlERAL 1....11II 8. IAOKIlON, KILLED AT tween himself and Bragg was to 00
PBRRTVII.LE. FRO. A PIIOTOOBAPB.

considered as practically established.
United for battle they would outnumber me very greatly. Louisville also, in the
presence of this combined force, might be in danger. Besides, our provisions
were nearly exhausted; some of the troops were without rations after arriv
ing at West Point, twenty-five miles from Louisville. I therefore pushed for
ward to Louisville, the leading division arriving there on the 25th, and the
last on the 29th. The cavalry was kept as an outpost at Elizabethtown to
guard the flank of the passing columns and watch any possible movements
of the enemy toward Bowling Green. The large empty wagon train which
the exhaustion of our supplies at Nashville had rendered useless and insup
portable, had been pushed through from Bowling Green by the way of Browns
ville, Litchfield, and West Point, under a cavalry escort.

The army was now to encounter grave danger from the influence of Oliver
P. Morton, Governor of Indiana. He had from the beginning tried to retain
a quasi authority over Indiana troops after they had been mustered into the

*In his official report General Bragg stat.es that he •• offered battle" at Munfordville. No doubt he
was willing to fight on his own tenns at more than one point. But the general who offera battle is he
who stays to give or receive it.-D. C. B.

Digitized by GoogIe
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service of the United States and had joined my army. His interference was
injurious to discipline; but he persisted in order to preserve his influence with
the troops, the people, and the Government. The seeds of mischief, always
present in his extra-official conduct toward the Indiana troops, were now being
sown with a vigorous but crafty hand, in the counsels at Waahington and
among the executives of other States, to impair my authority and effect my
removal from command. General Nelson, an officer of remarkable merit, was
in command of the center corps of my army. He was assaulted and killed by
General Davis, accompanied by Governor Morton, the very day before the
army was to march against the invaders. Nelson, though often rough in
command, was always solicitous about the well-being of his troops, and was
held in high esteem for his conspicuous services, gallantry in battle, and
great energy; and his death caused much indignation among the troops that
knew him best. Davis, an Indianian, was unknown in my army except in his
own division, which had just joined while he was absent; but Morton's rela
tion to the affair brought to bear in Davis's behalf a State feeling inspired by
Morton and strengthened by his habitual intervention in favor of Indiana
troops against the rigidity of my control. The restraining influence of dis
cipline was all that prevented an outbreak between the friends of Nelson and
Davis, which might have added the most serious consequences to the criminal
occurrence.

Nothing but the law of violence could, under any circumstances, justify the
manner of the killing for the alleged provocation, and no mere merit of ordi
llary soldiership could ever atone for the sacrilege against discipline under
the circumstances which existed. The dignity of a State was abused by the
attitude of its governor in the affair, and the authority of the general gov
ernment was even more degraded by its condonement of the act - a con
donement made virtually, if not actually, at his dictation.*

Davis was immediately placed in arrest, and the case reported to General
Halleck, with the request that a court might be ordered from Washington
for its trial, as the operations then in progress made it impracticable for me
to spare the officers for the purpose at the moment. Instead of that, Davis
*Brie1ly stated, the particulan of the occurrence nounced him for appearing as an abettor of the in

are &8 follows: Nelson was in command at Louis- suit forced upon him, and retired toward his room
ville, and was laboring to put the city in a state of in the adjoining hall. Davis received a pistol from
defe-nse against the expected attack. A few days be- the hand of his other attendant, not Morton, and
fore my arrival he rebuked Davis, no doubt harshly, followed Nelson to the hall. Nelson, apparently
for what he considered a neglectful or inefficient dis- changing his purpose, returned before reaching his
charge of duty, and ordered him to report to General room, and &s he nearly rea.ched the end of the hall
Wright at Cincinnati. Upon my arrival Davis Willi where Davis was, the latter fired, inflicting &wound
onlered by Wright to report to me for duty with his in the breast, of which Nelson died in about half an
divisioD. 1D8tead of proceeding directly to Louis- hour, after receiving the ministra.tions of the church
ville, he went by Indianapolis and 19'&8 joined by and forgiving his slayer. It has recently been
Morton. With him and with another friend Davis made known for the first time in a published statfo
approached Nelson in t.he ve-stibule of the Galt House ment of the affair by General James B. Fry, who
at Louisville at breakfast-time, in the presence of at the moment pla.ced Davis in arrest, and as a
a considerable number of penons. The reception personal friend listened to his st.atement, that
which Davis's demand for satisfaction received was upon accosting NplRon. Davis filliped into his face
no doubt such &8 he had expected. What the by- a paper-wad that he had been crumpling between
standen witnessed and what 19'&8 reported at the his tingen. It was then that Nelson struck him. I
time was a slap from the back of Nelson's hand in was not aware of this circumstance until the ap
Davis's face. Nelson then turned to Morton, de- pearance of the statement referred to.- D. C. B.
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was released, ostensibly that the case might be turned over to the civil
authority; and thus the military authority of the Government was abased
over the grave of a high officer, whose slaughter by another officer under
such circumstances, and as a purely military offense, it had not the character
to bring to trial. J

In the midst of the excitement caused by the killing of Nelson, and thl'
active preparation that was going on for an advance against the enemy the
next day, an order was received from Washington relieving me from the eom
mand, and appointing General Thomas to succeed me. In a little while
General Thomas came to my room and stated his intention to decline the
command. I answered that I could not consent to his doing so on any ground
that was personal to me, and that if his detennination was fixed I must be
allowed to see the messa~e he proposed to send. He then prepared the fol
lowing dispatch to General Halleck:

"Colonel McKibbin handed me your dispatch placing me in command of the Department of
the Tennessee. General Buell's preparations have been completed to march against the enemy,
and I therefore respectfully ask that he may be retained in command. My position is very
embarrnssing, not being as well informed as I should be as the commander of this army, and
on the assumption of such a responsibility,"

I could make no personal objection to his reasons, but I encouraged him to
accept the duty assigned to him, saying that nothiug remained to be done but
to put the army in motion, and that I would cheerfully explain my plans to
him and give him all the information I possessed. He persisted, however,
and the message went off. I did not then know of the steps that were being
taken for my retention by both of the senators and two representatives
from Kentucky. t

Halleck replied to Thomas that the order had not been made by him or
by his advice, and he had no power to revoke it, but that he would sus
pend it until the question could be submitted to the Government, and that
Colonel McKibbin had been twice telegraphed to withhold the order. The
order was accordingly suspended. I at once resumed the reins of command,
which, indeed, had scarcely been laid aside, and proceeded with the prepara
tions to advance.

On my arrival at Louisville I had found a considerable number of newly
made regiments or fragments of regiments, which the crisis had hurried into

JThe following order annOllDced General Nel
son's death to the army:

.. HEADQUARTERB, ARKT 01' THE ORIO. LoI'IBVILLE,
8eptember 29th, 1862. GENERAL ORDERlI, No. '7A. The
general commanding announces with InexllreBlllble re
gret the death of Ml\lor-General William XI'IRon, whicb
occurred In this city at 8: 30 o·clock this mornlnl\'.

.. Tbe de('(\Med was bred a MUor. and ....as "n oft!rer of
the mLvy while holding a ('ommlll8lon lu the military
86rvlce. History will honor him 88 one of the first to
organize. by hlB Individual exrrtion. a military forcllin
Kentucky, biB nntlvlI State. to r""cne hcp from the vor
tex of I't'belUon. toward whl('h Bhe WRS drlftlnl\'.

.. He w a man of extenBh'e Information, comprehen-
sive vie s. and grt'nt energy aod force of charat'ter. By
biz nature he W1i8 intolerant of d1lIobedlenlll\, or neglect

of pUbllo duty: but no man WIWI mOn! prompt to n!('Oj!'·
nbe and f08ter merit In biB ln1erlol'll, and in bls own
conduot he set an example of that vigilance. Indus
try, and prompt attention to duty whloh he CXfl.('tetl

from ot.hers. In battle his cxample ....RB equally markro.
On more than one field - at ShUoh. Richmond. and
Ivy Mountain-he WB8 conRI'I(\UOUB for hiB gallant
bearing.

.. The fnneral of the deceased will take plaee at 3
P. K. to·morrow. at Calv/Lry Chur('h. Third street. B)'
command of MAJOR-GXNERAL BUELL. JAKEB B. FJlY,
Colonel and Chlef-of-l'!tatr."

t Dispatch from Senators Crittenden and Davis.
and Represf'ntativeB Mallory and Dunlap, to the
PreBidlmt (" Official Records," Vol. XVI., Part n.,
p.557).
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the State from Ohio, Indiana, and TIlinois. After designating a portion as a
guard for Louisville, mostly organized into a division under General Dumont,
the remainder of the new regiments were assigned to places in the old divisions;
the baggage, hospital, and supply trains were reorganized; the equipment of
the soldier was repaired; each man was provided with individual cooking
utensils, so as almost to dispense
with baggage-wagons; and on
the arrival of the last division, on
the 29th, the army was ready to
march on the next day. One day
was lost by the instructions from
Washington, but orders were
given for marching on the 1st of
October. The army was divided
into three corps: the First under
General McCook, the Second un
der General T. L. Crittenden, and
the Third under General Gilbert.
This corps was to have been com
manded by General Nelson. Gen
eral Thomas was announced as
s~ond in command in the army.
It is now proper to take a survey
of the military situation which
was before me.

My instructions of the 18th
of March placed General G. W. Morgan in command of the Seventh division
of the army, to operate in the Cumberland Gap road from Kentucky to east
Tennessee, and required him to take the Gap if practicable, and if not, to
hold the enemy in check on that route. The division was at first only
partially formed, and some time elapsed before it was in a condition to
advance. The Gap was naturally strong, and was occupied by a consider
able force. Morgan turned the position on the 17th of June by marching ~

through Big Creek and Rogers's Gaps. The Confederates thereupon evacu
ated the place without waiting for an attack, and Morgan took possession
on the 18th. It was at once strongly intrenched under the supervision of
an officer of engineers, but its importance in a general campaign was not in
proportion to the force to which its maintenance gave occupation. It was ~

chiefly as an encouragement to the loyal element in east Tennessee that the
possession of it was desirable. The campaign inaugurated by the Confed
erates in east Tennessee employed the troops of two military departments,
and labored under the incon.venience of cooperation between the two inde
pendent commanders, iustead of subordination to a single authority. It was
executed with a harmony and zeal unusual under such circumstances, but
perhaps lacked the consistency which either of the two leaders would have
been amply capable of imparting to it.
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The original plan W88 for a combined movement
into middle Tennessee for the recovery of Nwm
ville. The inusion of Kentucky W88 at first prob
ably Dot thought of at all, or at least only as a
later possibility. But as Bragg could not be ready
to cross the river from Chattanooga for about two
weeks after his arrival, it was arranged that in the
meantime Kirby Smith with his troops shonld at
tack and eapture Morgan at Cumberland Gap. The
strength of Morgan'lI fortified position, however,
with ~!Ooo good trooptl to defend it, was npon con
sideration deemed to preclude the attempt. The
alternative was to invest him on the south side
with 9000 men under Stevenson, while Smith with
12,000 should sE'ize and hold his commnnications
on the north; by which mesua, not being strong
enough to break his way out on either side, Mor
gan, upon the exhaustion of his supplies, wonld be
compelled to surrender. This plan being adopted,
Smith commenced his movement through Rogel'1l's
and Big Creek Gaps on the 14th of August, and
reached Morgan's rear at Barbourville on the 18th.

He now perceived that it would be impossible
for him to gather supplies for his command from/
that poor and exhausted region, and later his em
barrassment was increased by Morgan's occupa
tion of Rogers's and Big Creek Gaps. Nothing
therefore remained for him but to withdraw or
advance boldly into the rich portion of Kentucky.
Bragg W88 net at first in favor of the latter course,
until he should be prepared to follow up the pre
crlpitate movement which it was not doubted I
would make from middle Tennessee for the pro
tection of Kentucky. However, his concurrence
was readily yielded, for the proposition was allur
ing. The idea of invasion, which had now taken
ftrm root, was coupled with the chimera of an up
rising of the people and a transfer of the State to
the Confederacy. I never bad the slightest apprE'
hension of such a result. Boys might join John
Morgan's rovin~ cavaliers, and some mature men
might commit themselves with less romance to the
cause of the Confederacy, and these phenomena
would of conrse be multiplied by the backing of an
army. But when Kentucky so far overcame her
sympathy as to assume an attitude of nentrality,
she listened to a call of reason and interest, not
unmingled with genuine love of the Union, that'
was not to stop at half-measures; and as soon as
it became apparent that neutrality was impractica
ble, it was the deliberat~ choice of the mass of the
people - not any pressure of coercion - that ar
rayed her irrevocably on the side of the Union.
To that choice she was thoroughly loyal, and no
finer example of political and popular generosity
can anywhere be found than that wherein, at tht"
close of the conflict, she restored to all the rights
of citizenship and the ties of fraternity her expa
triated sons who for four years had made war
npon her.

Smith advanced hom Barbourville with 12,000 .
men on the 20th of Angust, encountered at Rogers
ville and Richmond the 5000 or 6000 raw troops
88sembled there, scattered them like chaff, mo.k
ing prisoners and capturing arms, proceedt"d to
Lexington, where he established his headquarters

on the 2d of September, lX!cupied Frankfort and
Cynthiana, and finally threw his pickets almost to
the gates of Cincinnati and Louisville.

ThetJe events produced widespread effect8. They
were the signal for the movement of Humphrey
Marshall with 3000 men int() Kentucky through
Pound Gap, and it would seem stimulated Bragg's
advance from Chattanooga. They changed tht'
concentration of my army from Mumeeaborp' to
N88hville,and would perhaps have caUBed thetranll
fer of half of it into Kentucky, which seemed W be
powerless, but for the sudden appeBrBnee of Bragg
in the Valley of the Cumberland endangering Nash
ville. In Kentucky and other homering Statell,
they produced an excitement which was intense in
some places, amounting almost to consternation.
Business at Cincinnati W88 for a few days entirely
suspended for the purpose of defense; intrench
ments were vigorously prosecuted at Covington
and Louisville by the labor of the citizens and the
troops, and raw regiments in the prlX!eBB of forma
tion were hurried into Cincinnati and Louisville
from Ohio, Indiana, and lliinois. The Government
of Kentucky sought refnge at Louisville, where on •
my arrival Nelson reponed a force of 30,000 raw
troops.

General Morgan at Cumberland Gap was promptly
aware of Kirby Smith's movement, and informed
me of it on the 16th of August. He had thirtY
days' provisions, and was instructed the same day
to hold his position. The exhaustion of hill sup
plies and the improbability of their being replen
ished in time made it necessary for him at last t()
withdraw, which he did on the night of the 17th
of September. He was pursued by Stevenson and
h~sed by John Morgan's ('avalry, but made hi!'
way successfully through Manchester, Boonetnrille.
West Liberty, and Grayson to the Ohio RiYer at
Greenup, where he arrived about the 2d of Octo
ber. Stevenson with his division joined Kirby
Smitb. near Frankfort about the time of my arrival
at Louisville, and was prescnt ill the operations
around Perryville.

On his arrival in centrll1 Kentucky, Smith issued
his proclamation inviting the people to join the
cause of their deliverance, and Bragg did the same
in pathetic terms at Glasgow. These appeals, like
many of the orders promulgated to arouse the ani
mosity and stimulate the valor of the Southern
troops, would give a sad impression of the condi
tion of the inhabitants, especially the innocent and
helpless, and of the brntality of the oppressor;
but they were not confirmed by the feeblenetls of
the response. There was a sweet sympathy, 80 the
Confederates thought, but that was all. The arms
in abundance, which Kentuckians were advised to
grasp, remaiued in the store-houses. Kentuckians
suffered just as Ohioans would have suffered with
armies in their midst, and they had as a body no
more thought of changing their colors. During the
whole oc('upation enoogh perhaps for a brigade
joined the invaders.

The arrival of Bragg at Bardstown gave the
Confederates virtual possession of the whole of
Kentucky east of the I.ouisville and Nashville
Railroad, excepting within the limits of Covington
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Ilud Louisville, and Smith called his troops to- at or north of P<lrryville was confl.rmed. McCook
gether near Frankfort to assist in the proposed was therefore promptly turned upon Perryville,
attack upon Louisville. That project was post- and Sill was ordered to follow him. Under a stub
poned after my arrival; but Polk, Bragg having born resistance from Polk, during the 7th, the
gone to Frankfort and Lexington, was ordered center corps halted in the evening about three
to oecupy Shepherdsville, Taylorsville, and other and a half miles from Perryville without water, of
near points around Louisville. Steps were being which it had had but little since morning, and the
taken to that end when, on the 2d of October, the corps was put in order of battle. It appeared
enemy's pickets announced to the leaders at Frank- now that the enemy was virtually concentrated in
fort and Bardstown the advance of my army in our front. Orders were therefore dispatched to
foree on four roads, threatening the whole of their McCook, who was supposed to be about seven
front, which covered a distance of sixty miles. miles back, on the left, and to Thomas, who had

The plan of my movement was to force the ene- been ordered to halt the right corps (Crittenden's)
my's left back and compel him to concentrate as for the night at Haysville, about four miles in rear,
far all possible from any convenient line of retreat, on the road from Lebsnon to Perryville. They
while at the same time making a strongdemonstra- were to march precisely at 3 o'clock in the morn
tion against his right, so all to mislead him as to ing, prepared in every respect for battle, and on
the real point of attack, and prevent him from arriving at certain designated points were to be
moving upon my left flank and rear. With that formed in order of battle on the left and right,
object General Sill, co=anding a division in Mc- respectively, of the center corps. They were then
Cook's corps, was ordered to move boldly toward to be made as comfortable as possible, but not to

., Franktort through Shelbyville, followed tempora- leave ranks. A reconnoissance was to be made to
rily by the division of raw troops under Dumont ascertain the position of the enemy, and as soon
which had been organized as a guard for Louisville. as that was done Thomas and McCook were to
McCook with hill. two remaining divisions moved report at headqnarters for further orders. ~. I
upon Taylorsville, where he halted the IHlcond night expected that these objects would be accomplished
in a position which pointed to either flank. The by 7 o'clock in the morning.
other two corps moved respectively through Shep- During the night it was ascertained that there
herdsville and Mt. Washington, to converge upon were some pools of water in the bed of Doctor's
Bardstown, and halted the second night at Salt Fork, which crossed the road in front of us, and
River. The enemy's pickets were encountered on of which the enemy's rear-guard held possession.
all of the roads within a few miles of the city, in- Colonel Daniel McCook, co=anding a brigade in
ereasing in strength as the movement progressed, Sheridan's division, was selected to attack the
and opposing a sharp opposition at Bardstown and enemy and get possession of the water, which he v
Shelbyville. Polk withdrew his army from Bards- did in a handsome manner at day dawn. Very
town on the night of the 3d, going throngh Spring- soon the enemy attempted to recover the lost posi
field, and Sill, against a considerable resistance, tion, but Sheridan's and Mitchell's divisions were
pnshed back the force in front of him toward moved to the front and defeated the design. From
Frankfort. These measures brought to a hurried that time a desultory cannonading was.kept up
completion the inauguration of Provisional Gov- between the two lines until it merged into the bat
ernor Hawes at Frankfort on the 4th, under the til', which suddenly burst forth fiercely at 2 o'clock.
supervision of General Bragg. Polk, on his part, The arrival of McCook's corps is dated from half
was pressed so closely that Hardee, who was bring- past 10 o'clock, but for the bulk of the corps it
ing up his rear, was compelled to make a stand at was later. He reported to me at abont half-past
Perryville and call for assistance. Assuming that 12, and I hastened his return to his command;
Smith was the object of my attack, and that my for though the time had passed when I had some
right and rear would thereby be exposed to Polk what apprehended an attack, while the center
at Bardstown, Bragg ordered Polk on the 2d to corps was alone, yet the occasion was l!ritical,
attaek in that manner, while Smith should attack and he had not rel!onnoitered his front. Thomas
my left, and that view of my design was persisted had not reported, and no final instructions for
in; so that only one of the two divisions which attack Muld be given. When McCook reached
were being pressed forward to reenforce Smith his corps, it had materially changed its ground and
W1Ul returned to assist Hardee at Perryville on the wR.8 not in position. Artillery guns were exchang
night of the 7th. ing distant shots, bnt evidently no one on our side

The strength of the opposition to Sill and the was expecting an attack. It came at about 2
continued presence of Kirby Smith about Frankfort o'clock, while a line was moving forward to take v

pointed to a concentration in that direction, at least possession of the water which could be discerned
north of Perryville; but on the 6th the information in the bed of Chaplin river, behind which the
Wall that Smith was moving upon Danville. Mc- enemy were formed for the assault.
Cook, who had been halted momentarily at Bloom- It turned out that Polk with three divisiolls, with
field until the question should be developed, was cavalry on both flanks, had determined to flght a ,_
therefore directed on Harrodsbnrg, and Sill was II defensive-otfensive" battle; but a8 the morning
ordered to join him by foreed marches. Dnring the wore away without the attack, which was awaited,
night the information in regard to Smith was con- Bragg came upon the ground and ordered an as
tradicted, and the expectation of a concentration sault. It was delivered mainly upon McCook, but

J.. otIlcial Recorda," Vol. XVI., Part II., p. 1180.
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also fell heavily upon Sheridan, who repelled it
handsomely on his side. McCook fought bravely,
and by flilbert'll order was reenforced with Good
ing's brigade from Mitchell's division; but he was.
swadily driven back for a mile, until the enemy's
pursuing line came within the enfilading fire of
Sheridan's artillery, which was delivered with great
effect across the intervening valley of Doctor'"
Fork. At 4 o'clock Captain Fisher of McCook'lI
staff arrived and reported to me that the left corps
had been sustaining a severe clin.fljct for a consid
erable time, and was being driven back. I was
astonished. Not a sonnd of musketry had been
heard, 'and my staff-officers had been at the front
until din ner-time. I had noticed a sudden increase
of cannonading at 2 o'clock, and General Gilbert,
who had come in from his lines and was getting
his dinner with me, immediately proceeded to his
command; but as the firing as suddenly snbsided,
and DO report came to me, I had ceased to think
of the occurrence.

Rellnforcements were immediately ordered to
McCook from Schoepf's division, which was in re
IICrve, and a staff-officer was dispatched to Thomas
with orders to move the right corps forward vigor,
ously and attack the enemy's left. Thomas conld
not be found until abont 6 o'clock, and owing to
the lateness of the hour the advance was Dot made;
bnt McCook was relieved by the succor sent to him
and the battle ceased abont night-fall. Further
orders were sent to Thomas at 6.30 P. M.:

OCToUB 8nI, 1862, 6.30 P. JI. GENERAL THoxAS, Bec
ond in Command: The First COrpll (McC.ook'8) on our
left baa been very heavily en~aged. The left and Cl'nter
of th18 corpe gained gronnd, bnt the right of it yielded a
little. Prees your line8 forward 88 far 88 p08lllble to
night, and get into position to make a vigoroWl attal'k
In the morning at dayli~ht. If yon have got your trooJ'"
Into. position which you deem advant~U81t will not
be advisable to make a change for tbe pnrpoee of comply
inK with the ~cneral'8Instructions tor yon seut by cap
tain Mack. Itmay bl' 88 well to halt thc division ordered
to thc center and let It wait where it Is for further orders.
The gl'neral destr6ll to see )'OU in person B8 aoon to-night
lUI your dntiee will permit yon to come over. Re8pel't
fully, JAKES B. FRY, Colonel ond Chief~f-Btd.

McCook had 12,500 men in the battle, and lost
in killed and wounded about 3000 - nearly one
quarter; Gilbert lost in killed Rnd wounded nearly
900, all of which belonged to Sheridan's division
and one of Mitchell's brigades; and about i50 in all
were taken prisoners; totall08s, 4348. The force

~ .. HATSVILLE, October 7th, 1862,6 P. K.-III.uOH-GEN
BHAL BUELL: About two ond a halt mill'8 west of th18
place i ran ~t a camp on the Holling Fork, where there
is Raid to be au abnndance of water. As there il no
water here, I propose to camp there. It will only throw
ns about one and a hult miles tarthl'r from Perryville.
It Willi reported to me on my orrival that the rebels bad
~.ooo pounds of pork at Lebanon. At ilrst I ordered a
rolrtml'nt to KG thl're and sotllC It. I attl'rward learned
that it belouged to a I'ompany of pork-packers. who
profeM to be Uulon lDl'n. I theretol"l' conclnded not
to send or 8elze It. B8 wc can ~et it at any time by send
inl{ for It. lIIaxey's briKRde is all;() I"PportNI as lea\'lnjt
Lebanon tcHtay tor Danville. via Rrndfordllville ond
Hl18tonville, with a tmln loaded with ftour and pork
from Lflbanon. Shall I send and Intercept him uow, or
captnre him hereafter' Very reepootfnlly, OBO. H.
TIIOHA.8."

actually engaged on the Union side numbered
about 22,000, though more came into position for
battle near the close. All of the force had a good
number of new regiments. One of McCook's di
visions was composed entirely of new regimt'ntll,
with one exception. ItIl division commander,
Jackson, and its two brigade commanden, Terrill
and Webster, were killed. The enemy claim to
have fought the battle, according to Bragg's re
port, with 16,000 men. His lOllS is reportt'd at
3396, of which 251 were prisonen. He captured
some artillery that he did not carry off, though he
exchanged some of his pieces for better ones.

Not long before the commt'ncemt'nt of this
partial but fierce contest, a staff-officer arrivro
from General Thomas and reported two divisions
of the right corps up - the last had not yt't ar
rived. The enemy was in front, and Thomas
thought it not advisable to leave to report in
pel'llon. The want of definite information from
both fianks, the failure of a meeting of the
two commanders at my headquartel'll for explana
tions and final orders, and the lateness of the hour
for effecting these preliminaries for the great bat
tle which was to be fonght, prec!uded the idea of
bringing it on that evening. That conclusion had,
indeed, been rendered probably unavoidable at
the time of McCook's arrival at my headquarters,
by two dispatches which had been received from
Thomas during the morning: One dated thE' 7th,
6 o'clock P. M., at Haysville, ~ saying that finding
no water at that point he would march the right
corps to the Rolling Fork for a camp; and the
other, dated on the Rolling Fork, October l'lth, 3
o'clock, A. M." reporting that my order to march
at 3 o'clock had just been received, that the corps
reached that place at 11 o'clock at night., and was
then camping, the trains being not all yet up, and
that he would be in front of Perryville as soon &8

possible. The staff-oftict'r Wll.S, therefore, started
back a few minutes before 2 o'clock with Borne
minorinstructions to General Thomas, and a desire
that he should report in pel'llon after night-fall.

Thomas, McCook, and Gilbert met at my hE'ad
quarters after dark, and after convel"llBtion upon
the events of the day, orders were given for battle
the following morning. Crittenden's corps on the
right was to move forward at 6 o'clock and enga~
the enemy, and the center was to do likewise as
soon as they were abreast. McCook was to close

, .. HK~DQUARTER!', UNITED 8TATES FORCES. ROLLr.<G
FORK, K)'., October 8th, 1862, 3 A. 1lI.-GENERAI. BUELL:
Your letter of InRtrucUon callie to hand at the time
indicated for the Sccond Corps to march. Have ,.;I\·Nl

the ncceRRary orders to General Crittenden. and will
take llO"ition before Perryville 811 soon B8 poMibll'. Tht"
roads OVl'r whIch we ml\rchl'd ye8tl'Ma)' Wl'1"(' t"xcN'C!.
in~l)' rough aud tortuous, and, with one l'xeeption,
without watf'r. Reached thie place at 11 o'..IO<'k lut
night, but all the trains are not up yet, I found. BII nlJ(ht
approached, thllt I.h.. troops must have water, which
eonld not be obtained short of Rollln~ Fork, 80mI' two
mllp8 out of our way, to Which place the command W&II

ordered, llnd we are uow camping. As soon BII I d..c-ided
to make Boillng Fork, I di8patehed meseengers to your
headquartl'rs, who mWlt have reached yon before thJIL
Respectfully, ctc., OEO. H. TBOXAIl, M",or-General. U.
8. Volunteers."
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in and remain in reserve. In fact, only one of his
divisions (Rol18lleau's) was in a condition to fight
B8 a distinct body. At that hour not a man in the
army who had any knowledge beyond the limit of
his own vision doubted that the whole Confeder
ate army was in our front, and that the battle was
to be renewed in the morning.

The right corps did not commence the move
ment until 9 o'clock, owing, &8 was afterward
explained, to Thomas's message to Crittenden by
signal, from my camp, only specifying that he
should be ready to advance at 6 o'clock; so that
the orders to advance had to be repeated when
it was discovered that the movement had not
commenced. It was then ascertained that the
enemy had withdrawn, and that only three of his
divisions had been present. The battle had en
abled him to perfect his junction with Kirby Smith
at Harrodsburg, as originally intended, and I did
not hesitate to await the arrival of Sill's division
before precipitating the anticipated battle. In
the meantime, the army was put in position for
any emergency, and reconnoi88ances were actively
employed to gam information of the movements
of the enemy.

We had repelled the enemy's fierce attack when
it was supposed his whole force was in front of
us. My official report stated suceinctly the canses
which prevented us from winning a more fruitful
BDcce88, namely, the diftlcmlties whieh prevented
the troops from getting on the ground simultane
ously, and the fact that I was not apprised early
enoogh of the condition of affairs on my left
(" OfII.cial Reeords," Vol. XVI., Part 1., p. 1031).
When the orders in anticipation of battle were
given on the eveningof the 7th, McCook's exact posi
tion was not known. He was supposed to be about
&eveD miles in rear. The orders did not reach
him until 2: 30 o'clock, and he marched at 5. It
was 10: 30 when the head of his colnmn arrived.
The road was hilly and rongh, and the march was
understood to be made in the vicinity of the en
emy. It was therefore properly condncted with
prlldence, and was of course slow. The right
corps had been ordered to halt for the night at
Haysville, not more than four miles to the rear.
But on arriving at that point, finding no water,
General Thomas, who was comlucting the corps,
determined to go to the Rolling Fork to encamp.
He was told the distance was two and one-half
miles off to the right, but he did not arrive ulltil 11
o'eloek, after five hours of night marching. The
courier did not find him until 3 o'clock in the
morning, at which honr he was camping, his trains
being not all yet np. It is evident from his dis
patches that he did not realize the gravity of the
occasion. It was impossible. under the eircum
stances, that marches should be regulated with
reference to water. The center corps marched
with no a89urance of finding it, halted on the even
ing of the 7th without it, and only obtained it the
next morning by wresting it from the hands of the
enemy. Had the right corps been found at Hays
ville, it should have been in position for battle
by 7 o'clock, and, whatever else may have hap
pened, would have been in such connection with

headquarters by signals, as the other corps were,
that the orders of 4 o'clock for it to attack would
have been delivered immediately, and wonld have
given fully two hours of daylight for action.

On the other hand, had the battle on the left
been reported at 2 o'clock, when it commenced,
the succor which was ordered from the reserve at
4 would have come in the form of reenforcements
two hours earlier; and the orders which were sent
at the same time to the right corps would have had
at least that much more time for execution. I
make no prediction of all of the consequences
that might have flowed from these conditions. It
would have depended much upon the action of the
right corps. They ought to have been of a very
decisive character. For the rest, the reports show
that the left corps was not fully prepared for the
heavy blow that feH upou it, but the reverse which
it sustained was largely due to the rawness of the
troops. Fully one-half of the two divisions wlUl
made up of new regiments.

While the battle was in progress at Perryville,
Kirby Smith, still thinking that my movement was
upon his front, had prepared for a battle at or near
Lawrenceburg. His cavalry attacked Sill at that
point on that day, and the next day on the march,
but Sill extricated himself skillfully, and contin
ued his march, joining his corps at Perryville on
the 11th. Smith now discovered his mistake, and
dispatched Bragg 011 the 9th that he would join
him immediately at Harrodsburg, which he accom
plished partly on the 9th and fully on the 10th.
On the latter day a strong reconnoi88ance found
him in line of battle about four miles south of Har
rodsburg. He withdrew entirely on the 11th, fol
lowed by my cavalry toward Camp Dick Robinson,
where Bragg's whole force now took position, shel
tered in front and on his right flank by the perpen
dicular cliffs of Dick's River and the Kentucky. I
was moving on the 12th and 13th to turn his posi
tion and attack him on the left, when I learned that
he was withdrawing. General Bragg states in his
report that he was ready and desirous for battle at
this point and previously after Perryville, and I
have no doubt that was true, if he could have had
his own terms. His order for withdrawal was an
nounced 011 the 13th.

The pursuit was taken up that night, under the
supervision of Thomas, with Crittenden's corps, fol
lowed by the other corps. The details atford no
interesting or important Cact, except that the re
treating army was pressed into difficulties which v
involved it in great hardship and temporary dis
organization. The pursuit was continued in that
manner as far as London, and then, about the
20th, my several columns were turned by the most
direct routes toward the ground in Tennessee and
Alabama from which they had started six weeks
before, and where it was foreseen the enem)·would
soon again be encountered. The repair of the
railroad had been pushed forward with energy,
and the army was arriving at Glasgow and Bowl
ing Green on its route, when on the 30th of Octo
ber I turned over the command to General Rose
crans, in obedience to orders from Washington. It
would be useless to review the officio-personal part
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of the correspondence which immediately prl'ceded
that event between the Washington authorities
and myself, Qr even tbe oflicial part of it, relating
chiefly to the plan of a movement into east Ten
nessee, to which my succe8sor in a measure fell
heir. Tow.ard him, I may add, the transfer brought
no heart-burning on my part, and the prayer ex
pre8sed in my parting order was lIiucere, that the
army might, under his command, be the means of
speedily rE'storing the Union to its integrity.

In spite of my eonnection-I can 8carcely speak
of it as a personal interest-with the subje'lt, I ven
ture to Inake 80mI' observations that appear to ml'
proper with reference to the campaign which I
have ontlined. It l'xtended OVl'r a greater territory
and involved greater hazard on the side of the
Union than any other campaign of the war. In the
early part, and up to the time of my arrival in
Louisville, it was more neglel'ted by the Govern
ment than any other. It was distinguished also
from all otbers, l'xcept a part of Pope's operations
In Virginia, in the relative strength of the con
tending forces.

The important results, favorable and adverse,
were that the object for which I had started out,
the occupation of east Tennessee, was not even in
a condition to be attempted; and that on the other
hand, a formidable political and strategical scheme
which aimed at the conqnest and absorption of
Kentucky, was defeated with snbstantial disaster
t<l the invader, and at the close tbe Federal arms
returned with increaeed strength to the p08se8llions
from which they had been withdrawn to counter
act the invasion. It has been said that territory
was given up which was not recovered for a yea.r j

but that is not substantially true, except with ref
erence to Cumberland Gap, Rnd as to that, it is to
be reInarked that it had been held at a greater eost
tban it was worth, and that afterward it was no
obstacle when the advance into east Tennessee
was made with an adequate force. When the
army on the way back changed commanders at
Bowlin~ Green, there was no new obstacle to its
resumption of every position it had held in middle
Tennessee and Alabama. The enemy, with broken
fortune and relatively impaired strength, was
only on the south side of the Tennessee from
which he had started two months before. I do
not comment upon what was afterward done, or
raise the question whether it was desirable to
resume the position which had been occupied
as a point of departure; but if it was not desir
able to rl'snme it, certainly for stron(:(er rl'asons it
was not a position which it was advisable for me
to hold.

It the campaign, with no more advantageous re
sults, had be!'n marked by one general and destruc
tive, but not disastrous baUll', it would no doubt
have been recE'ived with more popnlar favor, and
perhaps even have been more easy of professional
praiFle. I Flhall uot insist on that point, but I shall
particularly make no apology for not having fought
battles where the issue was reasonably doubtful,
and where they in fact proved not to have been
necessary for the success of my cause. Besides,
in an open field, with capable commanders, it takes

two parties to inaugurate a battle - one to begin
the attack, and another to Iltand to receive it.

It was much talked of after the event, that Ken
tucky was known to be the immediate objeet for
which Bragg moved from Chattanooga; that it
was propuaed to me to concentrate at Sparta to
oppose him; and that that mountn.inons and c~m

paratively barren region could have been n.>lit'd
upon to support my army, with l."Xhausted maga
zines and in the presence of the enemy; but tht'
facts were as erroneous as the theorit'8 wt'rl'
fallacious. There was never at the time an int~lli

gent judgment or an acct'pted rumor that Bragg's
first object, if he had any, was any other than the
recovery of middle Tennessee and Nashville; and
if, under the circumstances, a proposition had beell
made to me to concentrate the army at Sparta, I
should have rejected it.

Various speculations and confident deelarstions
have been indulged in by critics on both sid('!;,
as to the results that would have flowed from cer
tain ditIerent action on the part of the two
commanders. Such opinions with reference to
extended operationll are seldom of any value.
They generally have no knowledge of the circum
stanoos which would have prevented thE' prescribt-d
action, and take no account of the modifying
influence which it would have had on the condud
of the opposiug commander. It is, thereforE', idle
to assert, as many have done, that Kirby Smith
could and should have marched into Louisville
after the battle of Richmond, or what would have
been the substantial fruit of that proceeding if it
had been accomplished; or that Brsgg and Smith
united would have overwhelmed me at Munford
ville. The disappointment of calculations pendi"g
the events, dords no stronger marks of fallibility
tban do assumptions afterward. Of the former
this campaign, like all campaigns, presents man}'
l'xamples. Thus, the military problem, &s it ap
peared to my mind, was to be solved by a com
bined descent of the Confederates upon thl' inferior
Union force in middle Tennessee. But instead of
tbat, an army, embarrassed in its situation, to be
sure, but intact and powerful, was left in the n.>&r,
and a distant invasion which had no wl'll-founded
prospect of succells was undertaken. Thl' bold
ness and formidable cbaracter of this altt'mativl'
appeared to give assurance that it would not be
abandoned without at least one vigorous blow in
attack or defense; but when prudential measures
were taken on tbe opposing side with refl'rence to
sucb a contingency, tbe invader, with a prudence,
not to be expl'cted from the audacity of his ad
vance, withdrl'w from the contest. On the other
side, to General Bragg's mind, as early as the 24th
of August, tbe army opposed to him was demoral
ized and in fnll flight, with doubtful prosppct of
stopping short of the Ohio; latE'r it was racing to
get the lead of him at Munfordvilll'; and at that
point, astonished to find himself not aUacked at
si(:(ht, he imagined that his opponent must 00 in
retrE'at by !lome secret route to the Ohio River.
But all of these impressions were delnsive. When
to his mind the opposinR army was in retreat,
it was awaiting his approach from behind the
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TeDnelt8ee River and the monntains. When he animosity, but it was more collective, and operated
irn.agined it trying to get ahead of him, it was more in sha.ping public policy than upon the
moving especially to keep him in front and away temper of the armies. The style of the orders and
from Natlhville, deeming the retention of that point proclamations issued by many of the Southern
of more consequenee than his transient intrusion generals shows how much they relied on the pas
upon Kentucky; always pursuing him, always sionate enthusiasm of their soldiers, and how they
aiming to get nearer to him, always willing to tried to stimulate it. They recognized that the
avail itself of advantages, and confident in the odds must generally be against them, and that
end of triumphing over him. they must find some means of overcoming the

A philosophical study of our civil con1lict must effect of the fact upon the spirits of their troops,
reeognize that infiuences of some sort operated and themselves set an example of ~udacity.

fundamentally for the side of the Confederacy in Of course the necessity of invasion against a
f'very prominent event of the war, and nowhere hostile population placed the Federal cause at a
with les8 effect than in the Tennessee and Ken- disadvantage which had to be overcome by
tuckycampaign. . They are involved in the fact that greater numbers. The simpler mode of life to
it required enormous sacrifices from 24,000,000 of which the bulk of the Southern troops were accus
people to defeat the politica.lscheme of 8,000,000; tomed made them more contented with meager
2,000,000 of soldiers to subdue 800,000 soldiers: supplies; the lack of resources of every sort pre
and, detleending to details, a naval fleet and 15,- eluded the luxurious outfit to which the Northern
000 troops to advance against 0. weak fort, mo.nned troops were accustomed; and thus the impedi
bylellS than 100 men, o.t Fort Henry ; 35,000 with mento. of military operations were more restricted
naval co3pero.tion to overcome 12,000 at Donel- without impairing their efficiency than in the
son; 60,000 to secure a victory over 40,000 at Northern o.rmies. It took some time to ero.dicate
Pittsburg Landing; 120,000 to enforce the retreo.t this inequality. Another Ilectiono.l distinction pro
of 65,000 intrenched, after a month of fighting duced a marked effect in the beginning of the war.
and manmuvring, at Corinth; 100,000 repelled by The habits of the Southern people facilitated the
80,000 in the first Peninsular co.mpaign o.gainst formation of cavalry corps which were com
Richmond; 70,000, with a powerful naval force paratively efficient even without instruction; o.nd
to inspire the campaign, which lasted nine months, accordingly we see Stuart, and John Morgan,
against 40,000 at Vicksburg; 90,000 to barely and Forrest riding with impunity around the Union
withstand the o.ssault of 70,000 at Gettysburg; armies, o.nd destroying or ho.rassing tbeir com
115,000 sustaining a frightful repulse from munications. Ll1.t~ in the war that agency was
60,000 at Fredericksburg. 100,000 attacked and reversed. The South was exhausted of borses,
defeated by 50,000 at Chancellorsville; 85,000 while the Northern cavalry increased in numbers
hpld in check two days by 40,000 at Antietam; and efficiency, and acquired the audacity which
43,000 retaining the field uncertainly against had characterized the Southern.
3A,000 at Stone River; 70,000 defeated at Chick- But still another inftuence must be found in the
amauga., and beleaguered by 70.000 at Chatto.- personal differences between tbe two sections,
nooga; 80,000 merely to break the investing line differences due chiefty to the more rural condition
of 45,000 at Chattanooga; 100.000 to press back of the South and tlle institution of slavery. In all
50,000, increased at laat to 70,000, from Chatto.- popular movements the Southern leader was then,
nooga to Atlanta, a distance of 120 miles, and and is now in a less degree, followed with an im
then let go -an operation which is commemorated plicit confidence which did not mean humility by
at festive reunions by the standing toast of " oue any means, but produced subordination. This
hnndrfld days nnder fire"; 50,000 to defeat the difference is illustrated by two historical incidents.
investing line of 30,000 at Naahville; and flnally . At Cold Harbor, the Northern troops, who had
120,000 to overcome 60,000 with exhaustion proven their indomitable qualities by losses nearly
after a struggle of a year in Virginia. The rule equal to the whole force of their opponent, when
whieh this summary establishes will not determine ordered to another sacrifice, even under such a sol
absolutely the relative merit of the different dier as Hancock, an9wered the demand as one
aehievements, but is not to be ignored in a jndg- man. with a silent and stolid inertia: * at Gettys
ment upon particular events. burg, Pickett, when waiting for the signal which

Individually, the Northem soldier was in no sense Longstreet dreaded to repeat, for the hopeless but
the inferior of the Southem. What, then, is the immortal charge againlit Cemetery Hill, saluted
explanation of this rule which is so nearly inVBl'i- and so.id, as he turned to his ready column: "I
able as to show that superior numbers were ~ener· sball move forward, sir!"
ally ell8entio.l to Union vietories, and the success of Nor must we give slight importance to the influ
'['"nion operations' Much W&S due to the character ence of the Southern women, who in agony of
of the ('Ionteat. Revolution is calculated to iu- heart girded the sword upon their loved ones o.nd
Rpire bold and desperate action, and wars of senti- bade tbem go. It was to be expected that these
ment, of tbe nature of which this partook more in various inftuences would give 0. eonftdence to lead
the South than in the North. are always marked ership that would tend to bold adventure, and leave
by unusual energy. In tbe North there was much its mark upon the contest.*Gl!Dcral Fmnclll A. Walker. iu hill .. Hllllory of the Second Anny Corps." says, p. 518, that Hancock declined
tb.. re8pOoUbiUty of renewing the attack &II ordered by Meade; and that the statement that the troopa retnaed to
lIdvance 1.1 erroneOU8.-EDITORB.
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ON THE FIELD OF PERRYVILLE.}

BY CHARI.E8 C. GILBERT, lIIA.IOR-GENERAL, U. 8. V.

A8 the Army of the Ohio, moving from Bardstown, approached Perryville
.1"1 on the 7th of October, 1862, McCook's corps formed the left, Critteu
den's the right, and mine-which was moving on the direct road by the way
of Springfield,' and was ahead of tbe otbers-the center. [See maps, pp.
6 and 24.] In my column, R. B. Mitchell's division had the lead; Schoepf
followed, and Sheridan brought up the rear. Our advance was vigorousl)'
resisted by Wheeler's cavalry, forming the rear-guard of Hardee's corps, which
was retiring before us. About 2 o'clock in the afternoon, when the head of
the column was nearing the line of Doctor's Creek, a tributary of the Chaplin
River, or more properly the Chaplin Fork of Salt River, the enemy, in force,
was observed lining the crest of the ridge on the farther bank, obviously
with the intention of disputing the possession of a few pools of water that
remained in the water-course, which was otherwise nearly dry. An excessive
drought had prevailed for months in this part of Kentucky. At sight of the
enemy, orders were given to form.Mitchell's division in order of battle across
th~ Springfield road and along some high ground on the right. When Schoepf
came up his division was massed in reserve in Mitchell's rear, on the left of the
road, and Sheridan, arriving after Wheeler had been dislodged and was being
pressed back toward Perryville, was posted in front and to the right of Mit
cbell. Before daybreak on the 8th, a position was gained that covered the
pools ill Doctor's Creek, and tbese formed our only water-supply for the next
two days, or as long as the enemy held tbe Chaplin River.
~ Condensed from General Gilbert's articles in the "Southern Bivouac," and revised by him.- EDITORS.
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ON THE FIELD OF PERRYVILLE. 5.3

During the night General Buell ordered McCook's and Crittenden's corps
to march at 3 o'clock in the morning of the 8th, and to form in order of
battle on the center corps-my own. The movements of these columns
were delayed, and General Bueil, apprehensive of an attack while the center
corps was isolated, directed me to select a strong position, and my troops
were soon moviIig out of their camps and taking positions for the main attack,
which it was supposed would come on about 10 o'clock. As that hour drew
near, I observed, in visiting General Sheridan's ground, that a part of it was
vacant, and that one of his brigades was in march on the road to Perryville,
and the remainder were preparing to follow. On inquiry it was discovered
that this movement was in consequence of some misunderstanding of orders.
General Sheridan was directed to recall the brigade, resume his position,
and limit himself to its defense until a general advance to attack in force
should be ordered. To this order was added the explanation that General
Buell was particularly solicitous that nothing be done to bring on a general
engagement until after the junction of the flank corps.

General Sheridan lost no time in reestablishing his division on the ground
to which he had been originally assigned. He had barely accomplished it
when he was attacked in force and a fight ensued, in which the loss was
severe on both sides. In the meantime the head of General McCook's
corps, coming over the Mackville pike, appeared on the high ground marked

TREE NEAR WHERE GElfBB.U.
JAIlIES 8. JACKSON FELL.
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54 ON THE FIELD OF PERRYVILLE.

VIBW LOOKING NORTH-E.l1lT FROM THE POllITION OF LOOIUS'8 SAlTEBT, THB CBNTER OF ROVf8E.U'1l
LINB [8EB MAP, P. 24, AND NOTB ON P. 5~1. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAIUtK IN 1llll5.

and front to examine some wood on that quartt:'r, and Captain Wickliffe,
with his company of cavalry, was sent to reconnoiter the ground to the left
of this line of skirmishers. At this time there was some light skirmishing
going on with Sheridan's division, at the head of the center corps, which was
still in column, as previously described; but this soon ceased, and General
McCook was satisfied that the enemy he found engaging my corps when
he arrived had retired from the field.

McCook's corps, as previously related, had been ordered to march at 3 A. M.,

but it was 2: 30 A. M. before the order reached General McCook, aud his
march began at 5 A. M. McCook had with him then two divisions, Rousseau's
and Jackso~'s. Rousseau's division took the lead on the march, but when it
arrived at Perryville only two of the brigades were present - the remaining
one, Starkweather's, having been thrown to the rear by the interposition of
Jack80n's division, which cut it off at Mackville. Without waiting for the
arrival of this brigade, Goneral McCook, after giving his assistant adjutant
general particular instructions to post Jaekson's two brigades on a command
ing piece of ground immediately to the right of the Mackville and Perryville
road, and to hold them in column so that they could be moved in any dire(~

tion as occasion required, turned over the command to General Rousseau,
and galloped off to l"('port to General Buell at headquarters. Buell was in
my camp, on the Springfield pike about two and a half miles distant from
McCook's position on the Mackville pike. At half-past 12 the Confederate~

advanced, and in a few moments the skirmishers and artillery were engaged.
The attack fell upon Sheridan's division at the head of my corps and upon
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ON THE FIELD OF PERR YVILLE.

POSITION 01' LOOMIS'S BATTt.:UY ON ROUS8t:AV'S LINE, LOOKING ACR088 DOCTOR'S CRERK.
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN 188l5.

Looml.8·e battery occupIed the bighest part of the ftlWk. The attack upon the posItion held by LoomIs's
ridge above H. P. Bottom's hOWle, at about the ceuter battery was made ch1efty from tbe ridge in the middle
ot RoUMean's Une (86e map, p. U). Lytle's brigade ex- dIstance ot the pIcture on page M. The Confederates
~ed trom the battery BCl'08ll the old Maclevllle pIke to gaIned tho north-eBllt sIde of tbat ridge by foUowtn~

the .. burnt bRm," Lytle's brt,cnad.e W88 _Ued from down the dry bed of Doctor's Creek under the shelter of
the direction of Bottom's house, aDd from tbe right 118 west bank:.- EDrooas.

the head of McCook's corps, now advancing from its first position at Russell's
house down the slope toward Chaplin River.

When General McCook returned to his troops after having reported at
headquarters, he found that General Rousseau had advanced the right of the
line about eight hundred or a thousand yards, and was occupying a com
manding ridge which was to the left of the Mackville and Perryville pike.
The enemy was firing on this line from three batteries, and Loomis's and
Simonson's batteries were replying. As there was no Confederate infantry in
sight McCook ordered the firing to cease, so as to economize ammunition, and
t.hen prepared to make a reconnoissance toward Chaplin River for water, as he
had just been ordered to do by General Buell. Riding off t.o the left, General
McCook found a commanding ridge about six hundred yards from the stream
and overlooking it. Sending for Generals Jackson and Terrill, he showed
them the water, marked his line of battle, and placed a battery on it with
strong supports. General Terrill was then ordered to advance a body of
skirmishers down the slope to the water as soon as the line was formed.
Not being apprehensive of an attack, General McCook then went back to his
right. It was now nearly 2 o'clock. At this time the line of the left corps
stood with its right on the Mackville and Perryville pike near the crossing .of
Doctor's Creek and its left near Chaplin River, its direction being about due
north and south. It was formed of two brigades of Rousseau's division

•
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ON THE FIELD OF PERRYVILLE.

FUlI-HOU8E OF H. P. BOTTOH. FROll A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IS 188ll.

The farm-hoUBe Btands nl'ar noctor'B Cr"I'k, under the ridge oeeupled by Ron88ean; and the view
lB from the old MookYllle pike. [See map, p. 2'-1

(Lytle's and Harris's) and Terrill's brigade of Jackson's division. Webster's
brigade of Jackson's division had not yet come into position, and Stark
weather's brigade of Rousseau's division had not yet reached the field.

Just previously to this the enemy, in pursuance of his plan of attack, had
begun to engage Sheridan's division, the head of the center corps. Mit<lhell's
division was at that time closing up to take position within supporting dis
tance of Sheridan. Caldwell's and Carlin's brigades of this division were to
the right and rear, under cover, and Gooding's brigade was north of Doctor's
Creek, near the stream. In this posit.ion the latter covered Sheridan's left,
and watched the interval between the two corps so long as the left corps
remained in its place in line of battle, and before it advanced to the front.
As Mit<lhell came into his position on the second line, the enemy appeared on
his right in force and engaged Carlin's brigade, but were repulsed. It was
now nearing half-past 2, and the enemy's entire line, from his left, where the
attack began on Sheridan, to his right, where it fell in heaviest force on
Rousseau, was in full progress, carrying everything before it. When Sheri
dan's assailants reached his main line he gave them a reception, cool, effect
ive, and disastrous, and when their repulse was complete a brigade from the
second line (Carlin's), which had been called up to assist in the defense, pur
sued the enemy to Perryville, thus turning his left and establishing itself on
his rear. General Sheridan's action was according to the sound principles
of the profession, and, as he was amply and promptly supported, the opera
tions on this part of the field, in which he had the lead, were fully successful,
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and his conduct here foreshadowed the exceptionally successful career that
lay before him.

General McCook was assailed by greatly superior numbers. His brigades,
which General Rousseau had put in motion to the front in his absence, were
surprised on the march by General Bragg's attack, and were taken in the act
of forming, and on ground favorable to the attacking party. Rousseau's right
brigade, the extreme right of the left corps, was attacked with great severity
aud pertinacity. Terrill's brigade on the left, and Starkweather's, which had
now arrived, were in turn heavily assailed. Being composed of entirely raw
troops, Terrill's brigade in a few moments gave way in confusion, losing Par
sons's battery of eight Napoleon guns. General Jackson, who was with this
brigade, was killed at the first fire. General Terrill did all in his power to
steady his men, but in vain. An hour and a half later, while still striving to
rally his broken troops, he was mortally wounded. t Starkweather's brigade
an(1 Stone's and Bush's batteries were on the extreme left and rear of Terrill's
brigade, and checked the attack.

General McCook, perceiving that he was assailed by at least three times his
number, sent an aide-de-camp, Lieutenant L. M. Hosea, to General Sheridan,
requesting him to look to the right of his line and see that it was not turned.
Just at this time Sheridan had his attention fully occupied with his own
right, where two opposing batteries were in position, and troops were mass
ing behind them to attack him front and flank. About half an hour lat~r

McCook Bent Captain H. N. Fisher, of his staff, to General Schoepf, com
manding the reserve of my corps, with an urgent request for reenforcement,
reporting that his reserves were all exhausted and his corps upon the point
of being compromised. General Schoepf was at the time on the march to
the front with two of his brigades (Walker's and Steedman's), and although
desirous of rendering assistance, he declined to take the responsibility of
changing his line of march. He referred the officer to me, but I was at the
time at General Buell's headquarters, where I had been since noon.

Owing to the conformation of the ground and to the limited use of artillery
on both sides, no sound of the battle had been heard at General Buell's head
quarters until the attack reached General Sheridan's position, which was
about half-past 3 o'clock. Then the cannon firing became so continuous and
was so well sustained and so different from the irregular shots, at wide
intervals, which had characterized' the "shelling of the woods" earlier in
the day, that it was readily recognized as a battle. It was near 4 o'clock
when there came up the valley of Doctor's Creek the sound of rapid artil
lery firing. It was too heavy and too well sustained to come from merely
"shelling the woods." Listening attentively for a moment, General Buell
said to me, "That is something more than shelling the woods; it sounds
like a fight." I at once mounted and set off at a rapid pace down the

3; Colonel Charles Denby, of the 42d Indiana
rl'gimeot, says:

.. It I. cnrlOlUl that the night before the battle [of
PerrYTflIej General.. JaokllOu and Terrill and Colonel
Weblter wei'll dJ8cI18a1og the ehances of being bit to

VOL. HI. 5

an enRagemllnt. Their opinion W&8 that men would
ncver be frhrhtened If they con81dered tbe doctrine of
probabuttlea and how aUght the chance W&8 of Bny .....-
partlculnr pl'rIlOn belD'; Jdlled. Theory failed, BB It ball
often done before; all three were Jdlled In the next
day'8 ftght... EDITORS.



ON THE FIELD OF PERRYVILLE.

BliGJ.GSK&lIT 01' BTARIWB.4.TIIEB'S BBIGADIll ON THE BXTBBJOI UNIOll LKI'T. PRO. J. Ll'l'BOGJLU"JL

General Jobn C. Starkweatber, In hIJl offlelal report, aJlpeal'Bn(lC8, one that Bbonld be held at all bazard8. I
BayB that the brigade. conBiBtlng at tbe~meof tbe 24.th plBC6d my command at onoc in JIOBltlon faolng the M
OUnolB,lBt and nBt WlBconBlo, and 7l1th PennBylvanla, emY'B right." General MoCook, in hIJl report OD tbepar1
"arrived OD the field of battle at abont I : 30 P. M., having taken by 8tarkweatber'B brigade. Ba)"B that the 21'¢
marched twelve mllee - abont three Dllles thereof being WlBconBin WaR Btatloned "in • com-field, 1y1ng down.
through fields, woode, eta. FInding tbe troopa already ·awalting the approach of the enemy, and when he a~

engaged well OD the right, ocnter. and left, and thJnIdng prooobed with biB overwbelmlng force th1B new regt
the extreme left JIOBltion mORt aooeBBible, and, hom ment poured into hIJl rankB a mOllt withering fIre."

road in the direction of the firing. Within a mile I met Captain Fisher com
ing at full speed and bearing General McCook's message. Instead of sending
Captain Fisher back to General McCook with my answer to his appeal for
help, I advised him to continue on and bear to General Buell the astound
ing news, and at once sent orders to Schoepf to go to the interval between
the two corps,-on the left of Sheridan,-and to Mitchell to close toward
Sheridan's right and support him. Directing my course toward the left, I
found Gooding's brigade of Mitchell's division still standing to the left of
Doctor's Creek, and at once put it in motion to the right to join the main
body of the division and be nearer Sheridan, who had just reported that he
was hard pressed in front and that the enemy was driving our left wing.
General Schoepf was now on the ground with his leading brigade (Walker's).
This he was ordered to deploy, to replace Gooding. In the midst of theS('
movements, another staff-officer, Captain W. T. Hoblitzell, came from the left
corps for help, with the information that the troops, though fighting 8tub
bornly, were falling back everywhere, and that if assistance was not speedily
afforded they must soon be driven from the field.

Up to this moment the fighting with Sheridan had been growing in inten
sity, and judging from the sound that it must soon culminate, I detained
Captain Hoblitzell to await the issue. It was soon perceived that the firing
was diminishing, and as there were no signs of defeat on our side, I turnro
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to Walker's brigade to send it over to the left wing, when I discovered it had
not yet deployed, and, moreover, did not seem to be sufficiently familiar·
with the tactics to make the simplest movements with promptness and in
telligence. Accordingly I sent my adjutant-general, Captain J. E. Stacy,
to recall Gooding and. order him to proceed under the guidance of Captain
Hoblitzell to report to General McCook. Gooding took with him Pinney's
Wisconsin battery. Within twenty minutes after receiving the order, Good
ing made himself felt on the flank of the Confederates, who had thus far
been steadily driving Rousseau's troops back toward the Russell House.
Within a few minutes after this brigade had started, Sheridan, having re
pulsed his assailants, turned his guns. and opened fire across the valley of
Doctor's Creek on Rousseau's assailants, who, in their advance, had come to
present their flank within easy range, and from his commanding position .
he df:\livered. a fire so effective as to force back the enemy in this part of the
field, to the great relief of the right of General McCook's line. Just after
Sheridan's artillery opened, General Steedman came up with his brigade of
Schoepf's division and kept on his course down Doctor's Creek. The enemy
had now been so far driven from McCook's front that they were beyond the
reach of Steedman's infantry; but, passing under the fire of Sheridan's guns,
Steedman halted and opened to the left with Smith's battery of his brigade.

Viewed from the Confederate stand-point, the battle of Perryville appears
to have consisted of an attempt to turn the left flank of the Union line, in
which, for the distance of a thousand or twelve hundred yards, the assailants ~

drove all before them. At this juncture, after a fierce fight, the attack came
to a stand, having expended its force, and the left of the Confederate line
was now itself driven and turned, and its line of retreat threatened. This
last the Confederates supposed had been effected by a fresh corps arriving
on the field from the direction of Lebanon. In abandoning the battle-ground
the Confederates, although obliged to leave their wounded behfud, moved
without any sense of humiliation, for they had made a good fight, and
appeared only to be withdrawing from the presence of a greatly superior force.

From the Union side, the battle takes this appearance: The center corps,
arriving on the ground alone on the afternoon of the 7th, met with consider
able opposition in establishing itself in position. This opposition continued
with ouly a brief interval till about 11 o'clock on the 8th, when the flank
corps began to arrive on the line abreast of the center. After the lapse of about
an hour four brigades from the left wing started to the front in quest of water.
This movement coincided with the advance of the Confederates in full force to
turn the left of the Union army. Those brigades were accordingly met and
overpowered and driven back to their places in line, and some of them beyond
it. But they made a most·obstinate resistance. In the center corps the
detachments thrown out to watch the approaches to the position held by
the leading division were driven in, and that division was attacked in strong
force and with great determination. But the assailants were repulsed and
driven from the field, and then the center corps contributed about one-third of .
its effective force to the relief of the left wing and saved it from destruction.



NOTES OF A STAFF-OFFICER AT PERRYVILLE.J

BY 1. 1IIlONTGOllUY WRIGHT, ILUOR, A88IBTANT AD1UTANT-GENERAL, U. S. V.

THE situation at Louisville in the latter part of
September, 1862, was not unlike that at Wash

ington after the first battle of Bull Run. The be
lief was entertained by many that Bragg would
capture the city, I\nd not a few had removed their
money and vliluables across the Ohio River, not
over-assured that Bragg might not follow them to
the lakes. Nelson had sworn that he would hold
the city so long as a house remained standing or
a soldier was alive, and he had issued an order
that all the women, children, and non-eombatants
should leave the place and seek safety in Indiana.
He had only raw troops and convalescent veterans,
and few citizens believed that he could hold out
against an attaek. His tragic death occurred a
few days later. ~

Buell's arrival changed the situation of affairs.
The uncertain defensive suddenly gave way to an
aggressive attitude, and speculation turned from
whethQr Bmgg would capture Louisville to whether
Buell would capture Bragg.

The country through which Buell's army marched
is almost destitute of water, but at Perryville a
stream fiowed between the contending armies, and
access to that wat.er was equally important to both
armies. Buell accompanied the center corps (Gil
bert's), and the advanr.e reached this stream on the
evening of October 7th. From that time until the
stream was eroslled there was constant fighting for
access to it, and the only restriction on this fighting
was that it Ilhould not bring on an engagl'ment until
the time for the geneml attack should arrive. An
incident will illustrate the scarcity of water. lob
tained a canteenful, and about dl\rk on October
7th, after giving myself a good brushing and "
couple of dry rubs without feeling much cleaner,
my careless announcement that I was about to take
a tin-dipper bath brought Geneml Buell out of his
tent with a rather mandatory suggestion that I
pour the water back into my canteen and save it
for an emergency. The emergeney did not come to

me, but on the morning of October 9th that water
helped to relieve the su1Jering of some wounded
men who lay between the two armies.

At Buell's headquarters, on the 8th, preparations
were ~oing on for the intended attack, and the in
formation was eagerly waited for that Crittenden
had reachad his position on the right. Fighting
for water went on in our front, and it was under
stood that it extended all along the line, but no
bl\ttle was expected that day. McCook was I\t
Buell's headquarters in the morning, and received,
I believe, some oral instructions regarding the
contemplated I\ttack. It was nnderstood that care
would be taken not to bring on a general engage
ment, and no importance was attached to the
sounds that reached us of artillery-firing at the
front of the ceuter. Of course the young officers
of the statf, of whom I was one, were not taken
into conference by Genl'ral Buell, but we all knew
that the subject of attention that morning was
the whereabouts of Crittenden's corps, and the
placing it in position on the right for the general
engagement that was to be brought on as soon as
the army was in line. We 1\11 saw McCook going
serenely away like a general carrying his orders
with him.

In the afternoon we moved out for a position
nearer Crittenden, as I inferred from the direc
tion taken. A message eame from the line on
the left eenter to General Buell, and in a few mo
ments Colonel James B. Fry, our chief of staff,
called me up, and sent me with an order to Gen
eral Gilbert, eommanding the center corps, to
send at once two brigades to rellnforce General
McCook, commanding the left corps. Thus I came
to be a witne88 to BOme of the curious features of
Perryville.

I did not know what was going on at the left,
and Colonel Fry did not inform me. He told me
what to say to General Gilbert, and to go fast, and
taking one of the general's orderlies with me, I

JCondeneed from a paper In .. The Bouthern BIvouac." but I :lind I made a mtlltake." Davlll replled. dellbt'r-
EDITOBIl. ately... General Ne1Ion, I am a regular soldter, and I

~The fact8 tn relation to tbe ktlling of General WIll- demand tbc treatment dne to mc 11.8 a genl.'ral otllctlr."
lam Nelson by Genl.'ral Jell'el"llOn C. Davlll are recounted Dr. Irwin, Nelson's medIcal dtrector, WII.8 called tn by
by Genel"lll JamBII B. Fry In hta pamphlet, .. Killed by a Davis to be a wttn688 to tbe alteroatlon. In bte pl'68ence
Brotber Soldter," from wbtch the following BOOOunt 18 Nelson repeated the reprimand, and ordered Davie to
oondenBed: Davis, who had been on sick leave In report to General Wrigbt at Clnctnnatl. Davie repllt'd.
Indtana, hearing that IttlnfOral o:ll.lOO!'ll were needed abont .. Yon have no anthorlty to order me." Nelson turned
Clnetnnatt and Lonlertlle to _1st In repelling the to 11111 adJutant-general and HId... captain, If General
Invaalon of Kirby Rmlth Ilnd Bra~g, volnnteered bte DavIe d068 not leave the cIty by II o'clock to-ntght. gIl'e
eerviOOll. and 'Wailllent by General H. G. Wright at Cln- tnetructtone to tbe provost-mal'llbal to _ that he Ie l,"t
clnnatl to report to Nelson at Lonlavllic. The latter aeroM thc Oblo." Dllvis was hlKhly tnce1llled by the
BMlgned to Davlll the work of armln~ tbe ctttzena of manner and bellrtn~of Nelson. He wltbdrew, and that
Loutsville. A day or two aftenVRrd Davia callt'd at ntght reported to Wrllli'bt tn Clnctnnatl. Whcn Bu,'11
Nelson'a beadqnartel'll In the Galt Homle. Nelaon tn- reacbed Lonleville on Beptember 25tb. Wrigbt ordcrt'd
qntred, .. Well, D'Lvla, how are you lt6tt1n~ along wltb navis to return and report to Buell. He arrived at thc
your command'" DlLvIlI replied, .. I don't know," and GlLlt Roulle on the mornlnlli' of September 29tb. N('leon.
RBve atmllar anewel"llto t'Woor tbnlB queattonall.8 to tbe after breakfMt, WM 8tandlngln tbe hotel otll('e, and Wall
number of I'eldment8 and compantee he had or,ltanl£ed. leaning agato.t the counter when he waa a""ro....hl'd
Nelson, who WAll anll'llred lIy h18 seemtng Indtfference, by DavIa lu company with Governor Ollv('r P. Mol'
roee and emd... But yon ahonld lrnow. I am dlsap- ton, of Indtana. Dl\vIlI aceollted Nelaon wltb the re
poInted lu you, General Davie; I eelected you for tbts mark tbat Nel80n bad tnsnlted btm at the Illllt meettng
dutybecanse you were an olBeer of the regular army. and that he mUBt have IIBtlafactton, Nelaon told him

eo
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started on my errand. I tound General Gilbert at
the front, and all he had no sta1t-otllcer at hand at
the moment, he alIked me to go to General Schoepf,
one of his division commanders, with the order.
Schoepf promptly detached two brigadeII, aud he
told me I had better go on ahead and find out
wbere they were to go. Tbere Wall no sound to
direct me, and all I tried to take an air line I
passed outBide the Union lines and was over
taken by a cavalry otllcer, who gave me the pleas
ing iuformation that I Wall riding toward the en
emy's pickets. Nuw np to this time I had heard no
80tmd of battle; I had heard no artillery in front
of me, and no heavy infantry-firing. I rode back,
and passed behind the cavalry regiment which was
deployed in the woods, and started in the direction
indicated to me by the ofllcer who called me back.
At some distance I overtook an ambulance train,
urged to its best speed, and tben I knew that some·
thing seriOWI was ou haud. This was the first inti
mation I had that one of the fiercest struggles of
the war W/lS at that moment raging almost within
my sight.

Directed by the ofllcers in charge ot the ambu
lance!! I made another detour, and pushing on at
Kl'eater SPf'ed I suddenly turned into a road, and
there before me, within R few hundred yards, the
battle of Perryville burst into view, and the roar
of the artillery and the continuous rattle of the
mWiketry first broke upon my ear. It Wall the finest
8pe'Ctacle I ever saw. It Wall wholly unexpected,
and it fixed me with astonishment. It W&II like
tearing away a curtain from the front of a great
picture, or the sudden bursting of a thunder-cloud
when thl' sky in front seems serene and clear. I
had seen an unlooked-for storm at sea, with hardly
a moment's notice, hurl itself out of the clouds and
laab the ocean into a foam of wild rage. But here
there Wall not the warning of an instant. At oue
bound my horse carried me from stillness into the
uproar of battle. One turn from a lonely bridle
path through tbe woods brought me face to face
with the bloody struggle of thoWl&nds of men.

to go away. Davis preMed ht8 demand and NelllOn
llOJd••• Go away. ,.ou-puppy. I don't want anything
to do with yon." Davia. who had picked np a blank visit
in4I:: card and had lIqueezed It Into a ball &II be WllII talk·
lolt. "",ponded to the InSUlting words by IUpplnlt the
".ani Into Nelson's faoe. Nelson then slapped Davis In
tbe face and aaId to (lovemor Morton, .. Did you come
here. Bir. to _ me InsulWd '" "No," replied Morton,
wherenpon NellIon walked towani hla room on the 011100
floor. Alter the slap Davis &liked for a pistol, and a
I'rfend borrowed one and handed It to Davis, who started
toward Nelson's room and mf't him In the corridor
near the foot of the staircase, aJlparently ..n his way to
BneU'B apartment upstall'll. Wben a ylU'll. apart Davis
f1rt'd. Nelson walked up.tall'll and fell In the hall nellr
BaeU's door. To the proprietor of the hotel NelBOn
....Id. "Bend for a "Ieruman; I wish to be baptized. I
have been balIely muml'red." General T. L. CrIttenden,
...ho WAIl at the bl't'llkfBSt table. hurried to the oorrldor,
and. t&k1nllJ' Nl'lson's hand, Bald, .. NelBOn, are you serl
0UA)y hurt'" Nelson replied. "Tom, I am muniemd."
When 8nrllCOn Robert Morray arrived Nelson wB8ly1n~

on the lloor of a room near where he had faUen.lnsensl
ble. The 1UDJl11 pistol-ball entered Jo.st over the heart.

Waiting tor news to carry back, I saw and heard
some of the unhappy occurrences of Perryville. I
saw young Forman, with tbe remnant of bis com
pany ot the 15th Kentucky regiment, withdrawn
to make way for the reenforcements, and all they
silently passed me they seemed to stH.gger and
reel like men who had been beating against a great
storm. FQrman had the colors in his band, and he
and several of his little group ot men had their
hands upon their chestB and their lips apart as
though tbey had dilJiculty in breatbing. They filed
into a field, and witbout thought of shot or shell
thl'y lay down on the ground apparently in a state
of exhaustion. I joined a mounted group about a
young ofllcer, and heard Rumsey Wing, one of
Jackson's volunteer aides, telling of that general's
death and the scattering of the raw division he
commanded. I remembered how I had gone up to
Shiloh with Terrill's battery in a small steamer,
and bow, as the first streak of daylight came, Ter
rill, .sitting on the deck near me, had recited a line
about the beauty of the dawn, aud had wondered
how the day would close upon us all. I asked about
Terrill, wbo now commanded a brigade, and was
told that be had been carried to the rear to dil',
I thought of the accomplished, good, and brave
Parsons,- whom I had seen knocked down seven
times in a fight with a bigger man at West Point,
without ever a thought of quitting so long as he
could gl't up, aud who lived to take ordel't' in
the church, and die at Memphis of the yellow
fever, ministering to the last to the spiritual
wants of bis parishioners,-and I allked about
Parsons's battery. His raw infantry support had
broken, and stllnned by the disaster that be thought
had overtaken the whole army, he stood by his
guns until every horse and every man had gonl',
and tbe enemy was almost t~uchinghim, and had
been dragged away at last by one of bis men who
had come back to the rescue. His battery was a
wreck and no one knew then wbere he W&ll. And
so the news came in of men I knew and men with
friends about me.

In less than an hour Nelson was dead. General Fry WRB
In the grand hall of the hotel at the time of the eD
counter. On bealiug tbe llOund of the pl8tol he made
his way throngh the orowd that had 8urrunnded Davis
and arrested him In the nllme of General Baell. Fry
took Dav18's arm, IUtd they went to Davis's room on an
upper lloor. Wben tbe door w..... elosed Davl8 IlB1d he
wanted to relate the facts while they were fresh In bl8
mind, anol amonl( other details mentlonell the IIlpplng
of the paper Into Nelson's face. Geneml GUbert W&ll

appointed t:J succeed Nelson, and two dayB afterward
the W'!DY marched for Perryville. Baell coald not then
spare 01lleel'll for a court-marttal, and 8UICIftlRted to
Halleck that a trial by commission appointed "from
WlUIhlngton should talce "IIW(\ Immediately. As no
chllrlll's were preferred BltalnBt Davis within the period
fixed hy mlUtary rule8, "he WIUl rel6lUled by onier of
Geneml Wright.

On October 27th, 1862. General Davis WAIl Indicted
by a grtlnd jury for man8laughter, and was admitted
to ball In the sum of five thon88nd ,10111'1'8. The call1'l
was ooutlnued from time to time untU May 24th, 18M,
when "It W&ll stricken from the docket., with leave to
relnatate."-EDITORS.



CUMBERLAND GAP.

BY GEOBGE W. HORGAN, BRIGADIER-GENEILU., U. 8. V.

ON the 11th of April, 1862, with the Seventh Division of the Army of the
Ohio under my command, I arrived at Cumberland Ford with orders

from General Buell to take Cumberland Gap, fourteen miles to the south
ward, and occupy east Tennessee, if possible; if not, then to prevent the
Confederates from advancing from that direction. [See map, p. 6.] This
movement and Mitchel's advance into northern Alabama formed detached
parts of the general plan of operations arranged between General Buell and
General Halleck.

The division under my comma»d consisted of four brigades, commanded
by Brigadier-Generals Samuel P. Carter and James G. Spears, Colonel John
F. De Conrey, 16th Ohio regiment, and Colonel John Coburn, 33d Indiana
regiment. (CObunl'S brigade was afterward commanded by Brigadier-Gen
eral Absalom Baird.) During the preceding winter, Carter had occupied a
position near the ford and threatening the Gap.

The condition of Carter's brigade was deplorable. The winter's storms,
converting the narrow roads into torrents, had practically cut him off from
his base of supplies, and, in spite of all he could do, his troops were half
famished and were suffering from scurvy. Of the 900 men of the 49th
Indiana regiment, only 200 were fit for duty.

Reconnoissances at once satisfied me that the fastness could not be taken
by a direct attack, nor without immense loss. I determined to try to force
the enemy to abandon his stronghold by strategy.

The position of. the Confederate commander in east Tennessee, Major
General E. Kirby Smith, was a difficult one. A large majority of the people
of east Tennessee were devoted to the UnioR, and the war there had become
a vendetta. The Union men regarded the Confederates as criminals, and
were in turn denounced by the Confederates as insurgents. Kirby Smith
recommended the arrest and incarceration in Southern prisons of leading
citizens, not in arms, as a means of converting the majority to the South
ern cause. )

For a distance of eighteen miles north of Big Creek Gap, a pass south
west of Cumberland Gap, the Confederates had. heavily blockaded the narrow
and abrupt defiles along that route. The work of clearing the blockades
was thoroughly done. But while Spears was thus engaged Kirby Smith
advanced with a large force of infantry through a bridle-path called Wood
son's Gap, to (lut him off. The attempt might well have succeeded but for the

j On our 8ide act8 not le88 vigorou8 were resorted was that they had arre8ted T. A. R. Nelson, while
to. A few days after our occupation of Cumberlaud on hi8 way to take his 8eat in the United State8
Gap, June 18th, General Spears, without authority, Congres8, a.nd had 8ent him to Richmond. Their
IIIlnt out in the night, captured and wanted to bang lives were 8aved by my interposition, and they were
a number of Confederatf> citizen8, wh08e olfense 8ent 1108 pri80ners to Indianapolis.-G. W. M.
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heroic act of Mrs. Edwards, a noble woman, whose heart was whoHy in the
Union cause, although she had a son in each of the opposing armies. Well
mounted, she passed the mountains by another path, and, by incredible
efforts, reached my headquarters in time to enable me to send couriers at full
speed with orders for Spears to fall back toward Barboursville, until his
scouts should report that Smith had recrossed the mountains.

In order to succeed in the task committed to me it was necessary to compel
Kirby Smith, who was at this time concentrating his whole army in my im
mediate front, to divide his forces.
To this end I urged General Buell
to direct General O. M. Mitchel to
threaten Chattanooga, and thus
draw the main force of the Confed
erates in that direction.

About four miles south of Cum
berland Ford is a narrow defile
formed by an abrupt mountain on
one side, and the Cumberland River
on the other, through which passes
the State Road to Cumberland Gap,
and on the edge of the defile was an
abandoned cabin, known as "The
Moss House," situated at the junc
tion of the State Road and a path
way leading to Lambdin's on the
main road to Big Creek Gap. On
the morning of May 22d I sent
forward the brigade of De Courey, RIlIG4DIEll-GBlQIJUL GEORGE W. KORGll.

with a battery, with orders to 00- FROK A PHOTOGJUPH.

eupy the defile, and, as a stratagem intended to puzzle Smith, to construct a
fort at the junction of the pathway and road.

I threw forward a strong party of pioneers to widen the path leading to
Lambdin's, so as to enable my artillery and train to move forward. The
mountain was steep and rugged, and skill and toil were necessary to the
accomplishment of the work. Twenty-two guns, 2 of them 30-pounder and
2 2O-pounder Parrott's, had to be dragged over the Pine and Cumberland
mountains, at times by means of block and tackle, at others by putting
in as many horses as could be used, and again by men-200 at a single
piece - hauling with drag-ropes. The pathway leading from the Moss House
had been made the width of a wagon, but two teams could not pass each
other there.

On the 6th and 7th of June Buell caused diversions to be made by an
advance of part of Mitchel'8 command to the river opposite Chattanooga,
and Smith, with two brigades, hastened to its rescue. The brigade of De
Courcy had gone forward; Baird occupied the defile at the Moss House,
and Carter was assigned to hold the defile till the last moment, and then
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bring up the rear of the column. On the 9th of June General Buell tele
graphed me from Booneville, Mississippi:

" The force now in Tennessee is so small that no offensive operation against east Tennessee
can be attempted, and you must therefore depend mainly on your own resouroes."

And on the 10th:
"Considering your force and that opposed to you, it will probably not be safe for you to

undertake any offensive operations. Other operations will soon have an influence on your
designs, and it is better for you to run no risk at present."

It was, however, next to impossible to change my plans at this moment,
and move back on a road such as described. We therefore continued to toil
forward over the almost impassable mountains.

Thinking that the series of feints against Chattanooga that were being
made at my request indicated an advance in force, Kirby Smith now con
centrated for defense at that point, after evacuating Cumberland Gap and
removing the stores. This was just what I wanted. On the evening of the
17th of June, General Cart,er L. Stevenson of the Confederate forces sent
Colonel J. E. Rains to cover the evacuation of Cumberland Gap,t which had
been commenced on the afternoon of that day; Rains withdrew in the night
and marched toward Morristown. Unaware of that fact, at 1 o'clock on the
morning of June 18th we advanced in two parallel columns, of two brigades
each, to attack the enemy; but while the troops were at breakfast I learned
from a Union man who had come along the valiey road that Rains had with
drawn and that the gap was being evacuated. The advance was at once
sounded, the Seventh Division pressed forward, and four hours after the
evacuation by the Confederates the flag of the Union floated from the loftiest
pinnacle of the Cumberland Range. The enemy had carried away his
field-guns, but had left seven of his heavy cannon in position, dismantling
the rest.

At the request of Carter, his brigade was sent forward in pursuit of the
enemy as far as Tazewell, but the enemy had fallen back south-eastward to
the Clinch Mountains. Cumberland Gap was ours without the loss of a
single life. Secretary Stanton telegraphed the thanks of the President, and
General Buell published a general order in honor of this achievement of the
Seventh Division.

Lieutenant (now Colonel) William P. Craighill, of the Corps of Engineers,
a soldier of distinguished merit and ability, was sent by Secretary Stanton
to strengthen the fortifications at the Gap, and he soon rendered them
impregnable against attack.

My hope and ambition now was to advance against Knoxville and arous{>
the Union men of east Tennessee to arms. I urgently asked for two additional
brigades of infantry, a battery, and two regiments of cavalry, and, thus reen
forced, pledged myself to sweep east Tennessee of the Confederates. My guns
were increased from 22 to 28, and a battery of east Tenlle~see artillery was
organized, commanded by Lieutenant Daniel 'tVebster, of Forster's 1st Wis-

:; The Confederate forces covering the mountain and river passes north of Knoxville at this tim..
were under General C. L. Stevenson, First Division, Department of East Tennessee.-EDlToRs.
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PLUf OF THE COllnDBUTB WORK8 A.T CUIiBERLASD GAP• .JUNE 14, 11lll2.
FROII A DRAWIl<G BY CAPTAIS W. F. PAlTERBON.

consin battery. Four thousand stand of arms, destined for east Tennessee, but
left at Nicholasville and Crab Orchard during the winter on account of the
impassable state of the roads, were now sent forward to Cumberland Gap
with a large supply of ammunition, and magazines and an arsenal were got
ready for them. A vast store-house, capable of containing supplies for
20,000 men for 6 months, was also built by Captain W. F. Patterson. The
nerves and muscles of every man were stretched to the utmost tension, and
the Gap became a vast workshop. Captain S. B. Brown, assistant qual'ter
master and acting commissary of subsistence, a man of fine intelligence
and great energy, put on the road in small trains over four hundred wagons,
and by this means the various munitions of war were dragged from the blue
grass region through the wilderness to Cumberland Gap.

Colonel De Conrey and Captain Joseph Edgar (afterward killed in action
under De Courcy at Tazewell) were detailed as instructors of tactics for the
officers of the new regiments of east Tennessee troops, who were brave,
ambitious men and anxious to !C'arn. Forage was collected with difficulty
by anned parties.

About the middle of August Stevenson went into position in my immediate
front. On the morning of the 17th I received intelligence, probable in its
character, that Stevenson would attempt to carry the Gap that night. At
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2: 30 A. H. on the 18th reveille was sounded, and the lines were manned, but
the enemy did not attack. It was evident that he intended a siege.

On the 16th Kirby Smith crossed the mountains south of us, into Ken
tucky, occupied Cumberland Ford, and sent a demand for the surrender of
the Gap, to which I replied: "If you want this fortress, come and take it."

Smith's position was critical He had no base of supplies; the valley in
which his troops were concentrated was soon exhausted; the longer he
delayed pushing toward the blue-grass region, the greater would be the
force he would have to meet on reaching there. Having completely cut me
off from my base, he therefore pushed forward toward Lexington, leaving
Stevenson still in front of me.

The Confederates were invading Kentucky in three columns: Bragg on
the left, Smith in the center, Humphrey Marshall on the right, while John
H. Morgan hovered like an eagle on the wing, ready to pounce upon any
weak point. They now regarded the capture or destruction of my division as
certain. OW' situation was indeed critical. We had been three months in
this isolated position. Our only reasonable hope of succor had been destroyed
by the defeat and dispersion of Nelson's force at Richmond on the 30th of
August. [See p.4.] We were destitute of forage. The horses of the 9th
Ohio Battery literally starved to death, and their skeletons were dragged
outside the lines. Our supplies of food were rapidly becoming exhausted.
De Courcy had been sent to Manchester, sixty miles distant, in the hope of
obtaining supplies, but there was scarcely. sufficient for his own brigade.
Enveloped on every side by the enemy, absolutely cut off from my base of sup
plies, and with starvation staring us in the face, I assembled a council of war,
and, stating the situation in a few words, asked for the opinions of the mem
bers. Spears, Carter, and Baird (De Courcy being absent) gave it as their
opinion, in which I concurred, that retreat was inevitable. In fact, I had
already marked out in red chalk on the map of Kentucky my line of retreat,
just as it was afterward carried out. Holding out the idea that we were
seeking to obtain supplies by way of the barren wilderness through which I
purposed to reach the Ohio, I had previously caused Lieutenant-Colonel George
W. Gallup, of the 14th Kentucky, a soldier of rare merit, to send me at inter
vals men of his command familiar with the country through which each day's
march would have to be made. The information given me by those brave
mountaineers was discouraging. The want of water, the rugged character of
the defiles, the almost absolute want of supplies, were stated by everyone,
but the opinion was expressed that a few wagons, laden with half a ton each,
might get through. My topographical engineer, Captain Sidney S. Lyon, a
man of fine intelligence and skill, had been the geologist of Kentucky, and
was familiar with every foot of the State. Pointing out to him the region
I had marked across the map I said, " Can I take my division by that route
to the Ohio River '" "Yes, possibly, by abandoning the artillery and wagons."
However, there was practically no choice. To retreat on Lexington would
have placed my division, with its reduced numbers, between Stevenson in
our immediate rear, Smith in our front, Bragg on our left, and Humphrey
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A, Battery No.1; B, Battery No.2; C, Fort McClellan; D. Battery No.3; E, Fort HaUeck; 1, lilt Tenn_ Regt.;
2, 2d Tenn_; 6, '9th Indiana; 6, Uth Kentucky; 8, Headquartc1"ll Provost Guard; 9,3d Kentucky;

10, S3d Indiana; 11, Geneml Baird's Headquarte1"ll; 12, Uenersl Carter'1l Headqnarte1"ll;
13, House U8ed as General Morgan's Headquarters.

Marshall on our right, with the passes of the Wild Cat or of the Big Hill to
overcome. I therefore determined to retreat by the red-chalk line, and at all
hazards to take my artillery and wagons with me.!

Stevenson, who knew as well as I did that I must attempt a retreat, was
vigilant and energetic. From a knob on the east flank of Baptist Gap, with
the aid of a good telescope, he could see all that was going on in Cumberland
Gap. His line was nearly a semicircle, the opposite points of the diameter
resting on the mountain's base to the right and left of the Gap. His policy
was to starve us out.

During the night of the 16th of September, a long train of wagons was sent
toward Mauchester under the convoy of Colonel Coburn's 33d Indiana, two
companies of Garrard's 3d Kentucky regiment, and the 9th Ohio Battery.
This eutire night and the following day, every preparation was made for the
retreat. Mines had been constructed to blow up the magazines and arsenal
and fire the vast store-houses constructed and under construction. Every
thing moved with the precision of a well-constructed and well-oiled piece of
machinery, until late in the afternoon of the 17th, when a report came from
our signal station on the crest of the mountain that a flag of truce from the
enemy was approaching. This was in reality a party of observation. I there
fore sent Lieutenant-Colonel Gallup, with a small escort and a few shrewd
officers, to meet the enemy's flag outside our picket lines. The officers on

~ The retreat was made across Kentucky by the way of Manchester, Booneville, and West Liberty
to Greenup on the Ohio River. [See map, p. 6.] -EDITORS.
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either side were laughing and joking together, when suddenly a glare of
fire shone from the valley at the foot of the Gap and a volume of smoke
curled over Poor Valley Ridge. One of the Confederates exclaimed, "Why,
Colonel, what does that mean f It looks like an evacuation." With admirable
coolness and address Gallup replied, "Not much. Morgan has cut away the
timber obstructing the range of his guns, and they are now burning the brush
on the mountain-side." This off-hand explanation was apparently satisfac
tory, but the fact was that some reckless person had fired a quartermaster's
building,-a criminal blunder that might have cost us dear.

On the night of the 17th, Gallup, with a body of picked men, was left to
guard the three roads leading from the camps of Stevenson, and to fire the
vast quartermaster buildings, as well as the enormous store-house, nearly
completed, on the crest of the mountain, and near the gap. The arsenal,
containing four thousand stand of small-arms, and a large amount of shells
and grenades, had been mined, and trains had been laid to the magazines.

At 8 o'clock that night my command wheeled into column with the cool
ness and precision of troops on review; and without hurry, without confu
sion, with no loud commands, but with resolute confidence, the little army,
surrounded by peril on every side, set out on its march of more than two
hundred miles through the wilderness. Toward morning Gallup fired the
vast buildings and the trains leading to the mines. The shock of the explosion
was felt fourteen miles away; the flaming buildings lighted up the sky as
though the Gap and mountain crests were a volcano on fire, and from time to
time till after dawn we heard the explosion of mines, shells, or grenades. At
Manchester we halted for a day and a half, to concentrate the command, and
to organize for the march before us. A day or two before a soldier had
murdered a comrade in cold blood, under circumstances of great aggravation.
I had ordered a court to try him. The sentence, of com-se, was death, and
at the very moment of the execution the firing of our troops could be heard
repelling the dash of Stevenson's cavalry on the wagon train of Spears.

I fully expected to be met by the enemy in force at Proctor, where the deep
and abrupt banks would have rendered the passage of the Kentucky River
perilous and difficult if disputed. We accordingly moved by two nearl)~parallel
roads, and the two columns reached Proctor almost simultaneously. I at once
threw a brigade, with a battery, across the river, and gave the command half a
day's rest. The previous day and night the ever-vigilant John H. Morgan,
with his daring followers, had been at Proctor, had burned the steam flouring
mill and its valuable contents, and had then withdrawn to Irvine, thirteen
miles away.

In order to deceive the enemy as to my intended line of march, I directed
Captain George M. Adams, Commissary of Subsistence, to send an officer
toward Mount Sterling with written authority to purchase supplies. He set
out, wearing his uniform, and attended only by two or three soldiers, know
ing with certainty that he would be taken prisoner, and his papers seized.
He was, of course, captured, since the Confederates wore concentrating at
Mount Sterling, believing my objective point to be Maysville.
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Two roads run from Proctor to Hazel Green: the Ridge road, then destitute
of water, and the North Fork road, which had water, but which the torrents
of the previous rainy season had greatly damaged and in parts destroyed.
De Courcyand Spears marched by the former, while Baird and Carter, wit.h
the wagon train, took the latter. It was largely through the energy of Baird
that the wagon train was saved. After a day's halt at Hazel Green to rest and
refresh the half-famished men and animals, the march was resumed toward
West Liberty, supposed to be occupied by Humphrey Marshall. However,
he was not there. During this march, John H. Morgan attacked the rear of
De Conrey's brigade and scattered a lot of cattle intended for the use of the
retreating column. Morgan then passed around us and commenced blockad
ing the defiles between West Liberty and Grayson and destroying everything
that could feed man or beast. He did his work gallantly and well. Frequent
skirmishes took place, and it several times happened that while the one Mor
gan was clearing out the obstructions at the entrance to a defile, the other
Morgan was blocking the exit from the same defile with £:'normous rocks and
felled trees. In the work of clearing away these obstructions, one thousand
men, wielding axes, saws, picks, spades, and block and tackle, under the gen
eral direction of Captain William F. Patterson, commanding his company of
engineer-mechanics, and of Captain Sidney S. Lyon, labored with skill and
courage. In one instance they were forced to cut a new road through the
forest for a distance of f~ur miles in order to turn a blockade of one mile. At
Grayson, however, on the 1st of October, John Morgan abandoned the con
test, to seek a new field for the exercise of his superior partisan skill and
high courage; and on the 3d we reached the Ohio River at Greenup [see
map, p. 6], without the loss of a gun or a wagon, and with the loss of but
eighty men. Not only that, but, as General Bragg states in his report, we had
detained General Kirby Smith, and thus prevented the junction of the Con
federate armies in Kentucky, long enough to save Louisville.

THE oPPOSING FORCES AT CUMBERLAND GAP, JUNE 17TH-18TH, 1862.

U100lf FOllCE8.-8BVENTR DIVI8ION, ARMY 011' THE
ORIO. Brlg.-Gen. George W. Morgan.

'I'I«J&lJI-!ouro. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Samuel P. Carter:
49th 1Dd., Llent.-COL James Kelgwtn; 3d Ky., Col.
T. T. Garl'Drd; 18t Tenn., CoL Robert K. Byrd;
2d Tenn., CoL Jamllll P. T. Carter. TUJmtv-ftf/h
Brlgdde, Brlg.-Gen. James G. Spean: 3d Tenn.,
CoL Leonidas C. Honk; 4th Tenn., Col. Robert Johnson;
5th Tenn.• CoL Jamllll T. Bhelley; 8th Tenn., CoL Joseph
A. Cooper. TINnly-nnh Brigade, Col. John F. De
Conrey: 22d Ky., CoL Daniel W. Lindsey; 18th Ohio,
Lleut.-eol. George W. Balley; j24 Ohio, Col. Lionel.&..
Bb.-loon. TUJenJy-trerJenth Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Absalom
Balrd: 33d Ind., Col. John Coburn: ath Ky., Col. John
C. Cochran; 19th Ky.. CoL William J. Landmm. Ar/U
krJI. Capt. JllCOb T. Foster: 7th Mich., Capt. Charles H.
Lanphere: 9th Ohio, Lieut. Leonard P. Barrows; 1st W18..
L1e1lt. J"ohn D. Anderson; Blege Battery, Lieut. Daniel
Webllter. Oallal",: Ky. Battalion, Lieut.-Col. Reuben
Huoday. XII. Enginee,.", Capt. Wll1lRm F. Patterl\on.

OoIn'JlDBBATK FORcE8.-Thelr oompo8ltlon 18 not
I!tated in the" 01Bdal Records." During the month of
.IDly Brtg.-Gen. Carter L. Btevenson, F1l"11t Division, D&-

partment ot EMt Tenneuee, WILlI In position confront
ing Morgan at Cnmherland Gap. The strength ot th18
dlvl8l0n WBlI stated by General Kirby Bmlth on the 2jth
ot the month to be 9000 elfectives... well organized and
mobilized, and In ltOod condition tor acttve service."
The organization on the 3d 01 JDly WIUlI\8 tollows :

SUond Brigade, Col. James E. Rains: jth Tenn., Col.
J. A.McMnrry: 11th Tenn.. CoL J. E. Rains; j2d Ga..
Col. R. J. Henderson: 3d Gil. Battalion, Llent.-Col. M.
A. Btovall: 29th N. C., Col. R. B. Vance: Ga. Battery,
Capt. J. G. Yeiser. Th.ird Brigade, BrIg.-Gen. B. M.
Barton: 80th Ala., Col. C. M. Bhelley; 31st Ala., Col. D.
R. Hnndley; 'lith Ga., Col. A. John80n; 824 Ga., Col.
W. Boyd: 9th Ga. Battalion, MI\I. J. T. Bmlth: Va. Bat
tery, Capt. Joseph W. Anderson. Four/h Brigade, Col.
A. W. Reynolds: 20th Ala., Col. I. W. Garrott; 36th Ga.,
Col. J. A. Glenn; 39th Gn.. Col. J. T. McConnell; j3d Ga.,
CoL B. Hams; 39th N. C.. CQI. D. Coleman: 3d Md. Bat
tery, Capt. H. B. Latrobe. Fif/h Brigade. (',01. T. H.
Toylor: 23d AI..., Col. F. K. Beck; .ath Ala., 0<>1. M. L.
Woods; 3d Tenn., Col. J. C. Vaughn; 31st Tenn., CoL
W. M. Brlldtord: 89th Tenn., Col. J. B. Cooke: Tenn.
(Rhett) Battery, Capt. W. H. Bnrronghll.



THE BATILE OF FREDERICKSBURG.

BY JAMES LONGSTREET, LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, C. 8. A.

N the early fall of 1862, a distance of not more than
thirty miles lay between the Army of the Potomac and
the Army of Northern Virginia. A state of uncertainty
had existed for several weeks succeeding the battle of
Sharpsburg, but the movements that resulted in the
battle of Fredericksburg began to take shape when on
the 5th of November the order was issued removing
General McClellan from command of the Federal forces.

The order assigning General Burnside to command
_,....... .....,. ...................... was received at General Lee's headquarters, then at Cul-

..........,.. -,.., peper Court House, about twenty-four hours after it
reached Warrenton, though not through official courtesy. General Lee, on
receiving the news, said he regretted to part with McClellan, "for," he added,
"we always understood each other so well. I fear they may continue to make
these changes till they find some one whom I don't understand."

The Federal army was encamped around WalTenton, Virginia, and was soon
divided into three grand divisions, whose commanders were Generals Sumner,
Hooker, and Franklin.

Lee's army was on the opposite side of the Rappahannock River, divided
into two corps, the First commanded by myself and the Second commanded
by General T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson. At that time the Confederate army
extended from Culpeper Court House (where the First Corps was stationed)
on its right across the Blue Ridge down the Valley of Virginia to Winchester.
There Jackson was encamped with the Second Corps, except one division
which was stationed at Chester Gap on the Blue Ridge Mountains.

About the 18th or 19th of November, we received information through our
scouts that Sumner, with his grand division of more than thirty thousand
men, was moving toward Fredericksburg. Evidently he intended to surprise
us and cross the Rappahannock before we could offer resistance. On receipt
of the information, two of my divisions were ordered down to meet him. We
made a forced march and arrived on the hills around Fredericksburg about
3 o'clock on the afternoon of the 21st. Sumner had already arrived, and his
army was encamped on Stafford Heights, overlooking the town from the
Federal side. Before I reached Fredericksburg, General Patrick, provost
marshal-general, crossed the river under a flag of truce and put the people
ill a state of great excitement by delivering the following letter:

"HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARYY OF THE POTOllAC, November 21st, 1862.
"To THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF FREDERICKSBURG. GENTLDrEN: Under cover

of the houses of your city, shots have been fired upon the troops of my command. Your mills
and'manufactories are furnishing provisions and the material for clothing for armed bodies in
rebellion against the Government of the United States. Your railroads and other means of
transportation are removing supplies to the depots of such troops. This condition of~
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must terminate, and by direction of General Burngide I accordingly demand the B111'r6nder of
your city into my hands, as the representative of the Government of the United States, at
or before 5 o'elock this afternoon. Failing in an affirmative reply to this demand by the
hour indicated, sixteen hours will be permitted to elapse for the removal from the city of
women and children, the sick and wounded and aged, etc., which period having expired I
shall proceed to shl'll the town. Upon obtaining pOBBesBion of the city every necessary means
will be taken to preserve order and secure the protective operation of the laws and policy of
the United States Government. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

"E. V. SUMNER,

"Brevet Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding Right Grand DiviBion."

While the people were in a state of excitement over the receipt of this
demand for the surrender of their town, my troops appeared upon the heights
opposite those occupied by the Federals. The alarmed non-combatants heard
of my arrival and immediately sent to me the demand of the Federal general.
I stated to the town authorities that I did not care to occupy the place for
military purposes and that there was no reason why it should be shelled by
the Federal army. We were there to protect ourselves against the advance
of the enemy, and could not allow the town to be occupied by the Fed
erals. The mayor sent to General Sumner a satisfactory statement of the
situation and was notified that the threatened shelling would not take place,
since the Confederates did not purpose to make the town a base of military
operations.

Before my troops reached the little city, and before the people of Freder
icksburg knew that any part of the Confederate army was near, there was
great excitement over the demand for surrender. No people were in the place
except aged and infirm. men, and women and children. That they should
become alarmed when the surrender of the town was demanded by the Fed
erals was quite natural, and a number proceeded with great haste to board a
train then ready to leave. As the train drew out, Sumner's batteries on Staf
ford Heights opened fire on it, adding to the general terror, but fortunately
doing no serious damage. The spectacle was nothing, however, to what we
witnessed a short time after. About the 26th or 27th it became evident
that Fredericksburg would be the scene of a battle, and we advised the
people who were still in the town to prepare to leave, as they would soon
be in danger if they remained. The evacuation of the place by the dis
tressed women and helpless men was a painful sight. Many were almost
destitute and had nowhere to go, but, yielding to the cruel necessities of
war, they collected their portable effects and turned their ba.cks on the
town. Many were forced to seek shelter in the woods and brave the icy
November nights to escape the approaching assault from the Federal army.

Very soon after I reached Fredericksburg the remainder of my corps arrived
from Culpeper Court House, and as soon as it was known that all the Army
of the Potomac was in motion for the prospective scene of battle Jackson
was drawn down from the Blue Ridge. In a very short time the Army of
Northern Virginia was face to face with the Army of the Potomac.

When Jackson arrived he objected to the position, not that he feared the
result of the battle, but ·because he thought that behind the North Anna was
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a point from which the most fruitful results would follow. He held that we
would· win a victory at Fredericksburg, but it would be a frnitless one to us,
whereas at North Anna, when we drove the Federals back, we could give
pursuit to advantage, which we could not do at Fredericksburg. General
Lee did not entertain the proposition, however, and we continued,our prep
arations to meet the enemy at the latter place. 1:;(

At a point jnst above the town, a range of hills begins, extending from the
river edge ont a short distance and bearing around the valley somewhat in

the form .of a crescent. On the opposite
side are the noted Stafford Heights, then
occupied by the Federals. At the foot of
these hills flows the Rappahannock River.
On the Confederate side nestled Fredericks
burg, and around it stretched the fertile
bottoms from which fine crops had. been
gathered and upon which the Federal troops
were to mass and give battle to the Confed
erates. On the Confederate side nearest
the river was Taylor's Hill, and south of it
the now famous Marye's Hill; next, Tele
graph Hill, the highest of the elevations on
the Confederate side (later known as Lee's
Hill, because during the battle General L('t'
was there most of the time), where I had
my headquarters in the field; next was a
declination through which Deep Run Creek

BRIGADlEJl-()ENBRAL JUXCT GREGO. C. 8. A., passed on its way to the Rappahannock
lULLED AT FRKDERICIUlBURG. River " and next was the gentle elevation at

FROX A PHOTOGRAPH.

Hamilton's Crossing, not dignified with a
name, upon which Stonewall Jackson massed thirty thousand men. It was
upon these hills that the Confederates made their preparations to receive
Burnside whenever he might choose to cross the Rappahannock. The
Confederates were stationed as follows: On Taylor's Hill next the river and
forming my left, R. H. Anderson's division; on Marye's Hill, Ransom's and
McLaws's divisions; on Telegraph Hill, Pickett's division; to the right
and about Deep Run Creek, Hood's division, the latter stretching across
Deep Run Bottom.

*Thl\t General Lee was not quite satisfied with
the place of battle is shown by a dispatch to the
Richmond authorities on the second day after the
battle, when it was uncertain what Burnside's
next move would be. In t.hat dispatch he says:
.. Should the enemy cross at Port Royal in force,
before I can get this army in position to meet him,
I think it more advantageous to retire to the
Annas and give battle, than on the banks of the
Rappahannock. My desi~ was to have done so
in the first instl\nce. My purpose was changed
not from any advantage in this position, but from

an unwillingness to open more of our count!')· to
depredation than possible, and also with a vil"w 01
collecting such forage and provisions as could be
obtained in the Rappahannock Valley. With the
numerous army opposed to me, and the bridges
and transportation at ita command, the crossing of
the Rappabannock. where it is narrow and wind
inK a8 in the vicinity of Fredericksburg, can be
made at almost auy point witbout molestation. It
will, therefore, be more advantageous to us to draw
bim fartber away from his base of operations.-

EDITORS.
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On the hill occupied by Jackson's corps were the divisions of A. P. Hill,
Early, and Taliaferro, that of D. H. Hill being in reserve on the extreme
right. To the Washington Artillery, on Marye's Hill, was assigned the
service of adYising the army at the earliest possible moment of the Federal
advance. General Barksdale, with his Mississippi brigade, was on picket
duty in front of Fredericksburg on the night of the advance.

The hills occupied by the Confederate forces, although over-crowned by the
heights of Stafford, were 80 distant as to be outside the range of effective fire
by the Federal guns, and, with the lower receding grounds between them,
formed a defensive series that may be likened to natural bastions. Taylor'S
Hill, on our left, was unassailable; Marye's Hill was more advanced toward
the town, was of a gradual ascent and of less height than the others, and we
considered it the point most assailable, and guarded it accordingly. The
events that followed proved the correctness of our opinion on that point.
Lee's Hill, near our center, with its rugged sides retired from Marye's and
rising higher than its companions, was comparatively safe.

This was the situation of the 65,000 Confederates massed around Fred
ericksburg, and they had twenty-odd days in which to prepare for the
approaching battle. •

The Federals on Stafford Heights carefully matured their plans of advance
and attack. General Hunt, chief of artillery, skillfully posted 147 guns to cover
the bottoms upon which the infantry was to form for the attack, and at the
same time play upon the Confederate batteries as circumstances would allow.
Franklin and Hooker had joined Sumner, and Stafford Heights held the
Federal army, 116,000 strong, watching the plain where the bloody conflict
was soon to be. In the meantime the Federals had been seen along the banks
of the river, looking for the most available points for crossing. President
Lincoln had been down with General Halleck, and it had been suggested by
the latter to cross at Hoop-pole Ferry, about 28 or 30 miles below Freder
icksburg. We discovered the movement, however, and prepared to meet
it, and Burnside abandoned the idea and turned his attention to Fredericks
burg, under the impression that many of our troops were down at Hoop-pole,
too far away to return in time for this battle.!

The soldiers of both armies were in good fighting condition, and there was
every indication that we would have a desperate battle. We were confident
th~t Burnside could not dislodge us, and patiently awaited the attack.

On the morning of the 11th of December, 1862, an hour or so before day
light, the slumbering Confederates were awakened by a solitary cannon
thundering on the heights of Marye's Hill. Again it boomed, and instantly
the aroused Confederates recognized the signal of the Washington Artillery
and knew that the Federal troops were preparing to cross the Rappahannock
to give us the expected battle. The Federals came down to the river's edge
and began the construction of their bridges, when Barksdale opened fire with
such effect that they were forced to retire. Again and again they made an

~ It ill more than probable that Burnside accepted the proposition to move by Hoop-pole Ferry for the
purpoee of drawing some of our troops from the points he had really selected for his crossing.- J. L.
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lSOTE.-Tbe baltt!tle8 which had position on tbe outBkirt8 of the town In rear of Sumner'8 attllc-k were WatAlnnan·...
KI1lI8eroW'8, Kirb)O'8, Hazard'8, Frank'8, Arnold'8, Phlllips'B, and Dicken8on's. In plaeing the Union artm..ry ..

have followed an omctol map made under direction of General Henry J. Hunt, chief of artlllery.- EDITORs.
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effort to cross, but each time they were met and repulsed by the well
directed bullets of the Mississippians. This contest lasted until 1 o'clock,
when the Federals, with angry desperation, turned their wQole available force
of artillery on the little city, and sent down from the heights a perfect storm
of shot and shell, crushing the houses with a cyclone of fiery metal. From our
position on the heights we saw the batteries hurling an avalanche upon
the town whose only offense was that near its edge in a snug retreat
nestled three thousand Confederate hornets that were stinging the Army
of the Potomac into a frenzy. It was terrific, the pandemonium which that
little squad of Confederates had provoked. The town caught fire in sev
eral places, shells crashed and burst, and solid shot rained like hail. In the
midst of the successive crashes could be heard the shouts and yells of those
engaged in the struggle, while the smoke rose from the burning city and the
flames leaped about, making a scene which can never be effaced from the
memory of those who saw it. But, in the midst of all this fury, the little bri
~de of Mississippians clung to their work. At last, when I had everything in
readiness, I sent a peremptory order to Barksdale to withdraw, which he did,
fighting as he retired before the Federals, who had by that time succeeded in
landing a number of their troops. The Federals then constructed their pon
toons without molestation, and during the night and the following day the
grand division of Sumner passed over into Fredericksburg.

About a mile and a half below the town, where the Deep Run empties into
the Rappahannock, General Franklin had been allowed without serious oppo
sition to throw two pontoon-bridges on the 11th, and his grand division
passed over and massed on the level bottoms opposite Hamilton's Crossing,
thus placing himself in front of Stonewall Jackson's corps. The 11th and 12th
were thus spent by the Federals in crossing the river and preparing for battle.

Opposite Fredericksburg, the formation along the river-bank was such that
the Federals were concealed in their approaches, and, availing themselves
of this advantage, they succeeded in crossing and concealing the grand
division of Sumner and, later, a part of Hooker's grand division in the city
of Fredericksburg, and so disposing of Franklin in the open plain below as
to give out the impression that the great force was with the latter and about
to oppose Jackson.

Before daylight on the morning of the eventful 13th I rode to the right of
my line held by Hood's division. General Hood was at his post in plain
hearing of the Federals south of Deep Run, who were marching their troops
into position for the attack. The morning was cold and misty, and every
thing was obscured from view, but so distinctly did the mist bear to us the
sounds of the moving Federals that Hood thought the advance was against
him. He was relieved, however, when I assured him that the enemy, to
reach him, would have to put himself in a pocket and be subjected to attack
from Jackson on one side, Pickett and McLaws on the other, and Hood's own
men in front. The position of Franklin's men on the 12th, with the configu
ration of the ground, had left no doubt in my mind as to Franklin's inten
tions. I explained all this to Hood, assuring him that the attack would be
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on Jackson. At the same time I
ordered Hood, in case Jackson's
line should be broken, to whoel
around to his right and strike
in on the attacking bodies, tell
ing him that Pi('kett, with his
division, would be ordered to join
in the flank movement. These
orders were given to both divis
ion generals, and at the same
time they were advised that I
would be attacked neal' my left
center, and that I must be at
that point to meet my part of
the battle. They were also ad
vised that my position was so
well defended I could have no
other need of their troops. I then

.., . > ~:-' returned to Lee's Hill, reaching
FRONT OF THIl: MUrll: JUN810N. FROM.A. there soon after sunrise.

WAR-TUIB PHOTOGRAPH. Thus we stood at the eve of
the great battle. Along the Stafford Heights 147 guns were turned upon us,
and on the level plain below, in the town, and hidden on the opposite bank
ready to cross, were assembled nearly 100,000 men, eager to begin the com
bat. Secure on our hills, we grimly awaited the onslaught. The valley, the
mountain-tops, everything was enveloped in the thickest fog, and the prep
arations for the fight were made as if under cover of night. The mist brought
to us the sounds of the preparation for battle, but we were blind to the move
ments of the Federals. Suddenly, at 10 o'clock, as if the elements were
taking a hand in the drama about to be enacted, the warmth of the sun
brushed the mist away and revealed the mighty panorama in the valley below.

Franklin's 40,000 men, reenforced by two divisions of Hooker's grand
division, were in front of Jackson's 30,000. The flags of the Federals fluttered
gayly, the polished arms shone brightly in the sunlight, and the beautiful
uniforms of the buoyant troops gave to the scene the air of a holiday occasion
rather than the spectacle of a great army about to be thrown into the
tumult of battle. From my place on Lee's Hill I could see almost every
soldier Franklin had, and a splendid aITay it was. But off in the distance
was Jackson's ragged infantry, and beyond was Stuart's battered cavalry,
with their soiled hnts and yellow butternut suits, a striking contrast to the
handsomely equipped troops of the Federals.

About the city, here and there, a few soldiers could be seen, but there was
no indication of the heavy masses that were concealed by the houses. Those
of Franklin's men who were in front of Jackson stretched well up toward Lee's
Hill, and were almost within reach of our best guns, and at the other end
they stretched out to the east until they came well under the fire of Stuart's
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mE 8UKKBll' RO~D UNDEB IURYE'8 HILL. FROM ~ PHOTOGRAPH TAltBN IN 111N.

n

In the w.ckground Is _u the contlnuatlon ot Hanover
atreet, whioh on the lett ascend8 the hill to the Harye
XaDldon. The Uttle square fteld U6Illn the tork made by
the tanner road and the Telegraph road (see map, p.
7.). Nearly all that remalned In 1886 of the tamous ston&
wall 18 _n In the right ot the pIcture. The hoI'll6s are
In the road, whIch Is a l'-Ontlnuatlon ot the street Bouth
ot Hanover street, and on whIch 18 the brick house men
tloueclln General Couch's artlole. The house In whloh
General Cobb dtecl would be the next object tn the right
of the ploture it the foreground were extended. And b&
yond that house, tollowing thtl Telegraph road south,
there 11'88, at the time of the battle, a long stretch of
ston&-w&ll (see map, p. 14), 11ttle If any ot whIch 11'88 to
be _n In 1886, the stone havIng boon used for the gat&
hOWMl of the National cemetery.

In hi8 olllelal report General Kershaw, who suooeeded
General Cobb, thUB deecriooR the Rltuatlon during the
battle in that part of the road 8ClCln In the pIcture: .. The
~ 18 about 26 feet wide. and Is taced by a Rtone-wall
about 4 feet high on the city side. The road havIng
~ cut out ot the sIde ot the htu, In many places th1e
la8t wallis not v1elble above the surface of the ground.
The ground !aile off rapldty to almost a level 8urf800,
which extends about 1150 yards, then, with another
abrupt fall of a few feet, to another plaIn whloh extends
some _ yarde, and then falls off abruptly Into a wide
ravine, whioh extends along the whole tront of the olty
and cU8ehargee Into Hazel Run. I tound. ou my arrival,
tbat Cobb'. brigade, Colonel HoHlUati commandtng, 0c
cupied our entire tront, and my trooJl8 could only get
IDto poetttOD by doub11ng on them. Th18 W88 aooord
lugly done, and the formation along most of the line
dal'tDgthe enpgement 11'88 cOD.8eCluently foUl' deep. All

an evidence ot the oooloe88 of the command, I may men·
tlon here that, uotwltb8tandtug that theIr tire 11'88 the
most raptd and oontlnuous I have ever witne83ed, not a
man 11'88 I~ured by the tlre ot h1e comrad6ll. • • • In
the meantime line after line of the enemy deployed In
the ravine. and advanced to the attack at Intervals of
not more than fttteen minutes unW about 4: 80 o'olock,
When there 11'88 a lull of about a half hoUl', during whit'h
a mlUl8 of artillery 11'88 placed In posItion In front of the
town and opened npon our posItion. At thIs time I
brought up Colonel De BaU88nre's regiment. Oul' batter
tes on the hill were lilent, having exhausted their am
munttton, and the WaahJngton ArtUlery were re11eved
by a part of Colonel Alexander's battalton. Under cover
ot thIs artlUery tlre, the most formidable oolumn of at
taok 11'88 formed, wbloh, about IS o'oloek, emerged trom
the ram" and, no longer Impeded by our artillery,
Impetuously 8888I1ed Oul' whole tront. From thIs time
until after IS o'o1ock the attack W88 contlnuou8, and the
ftre on both Iide8 terrtftc. Some few, ohlefty ollleen, got
withiu 30 yarde of Oul' 11nes, but In every Instance their
columns were shattered by the time they got within 100
paoea. The IIr1ng gradually sub8tded, and by 1 o'clock
Oul' plokets were establ1ehed within thIrty yards of thOlle
ot the enemy.

.. QUl' ohief loss after getting Into politlon In the road
11'88 trom the tlre of 8harIH1hooten, who OClClupled some
bu1ldtnga OD my left ftank In the early part ot the en
gagement, and were only Iilenced by Captain [W.) Wal
lace, of the 2d RegIment, directing the continuous ftre of
one oompany upon the butldtngs. General Cobb, I learn,
11'88 killed by a shot from that quarter. The regiments
on the hill BUffered moet, u they were 1688 perfectly
oovered."- EDITOBI.
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horse artillery under Major John Pelham, a brave and gallant officer, almost
a boy ip years. As the mist rose, the Confederates saw the movement against
their right nea-r Hamilton's Crossing. Major Pelham opened fire upon Frank
lin's command and gave him lively work, which was kept up until Jackson
ordered Pelham to retire. Franklin then advanced rapidly to the hill where
Jackson's troops had been stationed, feeling the woods with shot as he
progressed. Silently Jackson awaited the approach of the Federals until
they were within good range, and then he opened a terrific fire which threw
the Federals into some confusion. The enemy again massed and advanced,
pressing through a gap between Archer and Lane. This broke Jackson's line
and threatened very serious trouble. The Federals who had wedged them
selves in through that gap came upon Gregg's brigade, and then the severe
encounter ensued in which the latter general was mortally wounded. Archer
and Lane very soon received reenforcements and, rallying, joined in the
counter-attack and recovered their lost ground. The concentration of Talia
ferro's and Early's divisions against this attack was too much for it, and the
counter-attack drove the Federals back to the railroad and beyond the reach
of our guns on the left. Some of our troops following up this repulse got

too far out, and were in turn much
discomfited when left to the enemy's
superior numbers, and were obliged to
retire in poor condition. A Federal
brigade advancing under cover of
Deep Run was discovered at this time
and attacked by regiments of Pender's
and Law's brigades, the former of
A. P. Hill's and the latter of Hood's
division; and, Jackson's second line
advancing, the Federals were forced to
retire. This series of demonstrations
and attacks, the partial success and
final discomfiture of the Federals, con
stitute the hostile movements between
the Confederate right and the Federal
left.

I have described, in the opening of
this article, the situation of the Con

HIIUSE B'" THE 8TOSF.-WALL, Ill" wRlcn GENERAL federate left. In front of Marye's Hill is
COBD DIED. FROIl A WAR-TI:KE PHOTOGRAPH.

a plateau, and immediately at the base
of the hill there is a sunken road known as the Telegraph road. On the sidE'
of the road next to the town was a stone-wall, shoulder-high, against which
the earth was banked, forming an almost unapproachable defense. It was
impossible for the troops occupying it to expose more than a small portion
of their bodies. Behind this stone-wall I had placed about twenty-five hun
dred men, being all of General T. R. R. Cobb's bri~ade, and a portion of th€'
brigade of General Kershaw, both of McLaws's division. It must now be
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understood that the Federals, to reach what appeared to be my weakest
point, would have to pass directly over this wall held by Cobb's infantry.

An idea of how well Marye's Hill was protected may be obtained from the
following incident: General E. P. Alexander, my engineer and superintend
ent of artillery, had been placing the guns, and in going over the field with
him before the battle, I noticed an idle cannon. I suggested that he place it
so as to aid in covering the plain in front of Marye's Hill. He answered:
" General, we cover that ground now so well that we will comb it as with
a fine-tooth comb. A chicken could not live on that field when we open
on it."

A little before noon I sent orders to all my batteries to open 'fire through
the streets or at any points where the troops were seen about the city, as a
diversion in favor of Jackson. This fire began at once to develop the work
in hand for myself. The Federal troops swarmed out of the city like bees out of
a hive, coming in double-quick march and filling the edge of the field in front
of Cobb. This was just where we had expected attack, and I was prepared
to meet it. As the troops massed before us, they were much annoyed by the
fire of our batteries. The field was literally packed with Federals from the
vast number of troops that had been massed in the town. From the moment
of their appearance began the most fearful carnage. With our artillery from
the front, right, and left tearing through their ranks, the Federall;! pressed
forward with almost invincible determination, maintaining their steady step
and closing up their broken ranks. Thus resolutely they marched upon
the stone fence behind which quietly waited the Confederate brigade of
General Cobb. As they came within reach of this brigade, a storm of lead
was poured into their advancing ranks and they were swept from the field
like chaff before the wind. A cloud of smoke shut out the scene for a
moment, and, rising, revealed the shattered fragments recoiling from their
gallant but hopeless charge. The artillery still plowed through their retreat
ing ranks and searched the places of concealment into which the troops had
plunged. A vast number went pell-mell into an old railroad cut to escape
fire from the right and front. A battery on Lee's Hill saw this and turned
its fire into the entire length of the cut, and the shells began to pour down
upon the Federals with the most frightful destruction. They found their
position of refuge more uncomfortable than the field of the assault.

Thus the right grand division of the Army of the Potomac found itself
repulsed and shattered on its first attempt to drive us from Marye's Hill.
Hardly was this attack off the field before we saw the determined Federals
again filing out of Fredericksburg and preparing for another charge. The
Confederates under Cobb reserved their fire and quietly awaited the approach
of the enemy. The Federals came nearer than before, but were forced to
retire before the well-directed guns of Cobb's brigade and the fire of the
artillery on the heights. By that time the field in front of Cobb was thickly
strewn with the dead and dying Federals, but again they formed with des
perate courage and renewed the attack and again were driven off. At each
attack the slaughter was so great that by the time the third attack was
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BBIGADIEB-Ot:l'I:HAL THOll AS H. B. eORR, C. 8. A.
I'BOII A PHOTOGRAPH.

repulsed, the ground was so thickly strewn with dead that the bodies seri
ously impeded the approach of the Federals. General Lee, who was with me
on Lee's Hill, became uneasy when he saw the att8<'ks so promptly renewed
and pushed forward with such persistence, and feared the Federals might
break through our line. After the third charge he said to me : " General,
they are massing very heavily and will break your line, I am afraid." "Gen
eral," I replied, "if you put every man now on the other side of the Potomac
on that field to approach me over the
same line, and give me plenty of am
munition, I will kill them all before
they reach my line. Look to your
right; you are in some danger there,
but not on my line."

I think the fourth time the Fed
erals charged, a gallant fellow came
within one hundred feet of Cobb's
position before he fell. Close behind
him came some few scatteIing ones,
but they were either killed or they
fled from certain death. ~ This charge
was the only effort that looked like
actual danger to Cobb, and after
it was repulsed I felt no apprehen
sion, assuring myself that there were
enough of the dead Federals on the
field to give me half the battle. The
anxiety shown by General Lee, how
ever, induced me to bring up two or Before the war, General Cobb WIUI a lawyer. He WaB

three brigades, to be on hand, and born In Georp 11118'.lO. In 1861 he pUbUsbed a
.. Digest of th.. LRW8 of Georgia."

General Kershaw, with the remainder
of his brigade, was ordered down to the stone-wall, rather, however, to carry
ammunition thaD as a reenforcement for Cobb. Kershaw dashed down the
declivity and arrived just in time to succeed Cobb, who, at this juncture, fell
from a wound in the thigh and died in a few minutes from loss of blood.
[See also p. 94.]

A fifth time the Federals formed and charged and were repulsed. A sixth /
time they charged and were dliven back, when night came to end the dread
ful carnage, and the Federals withdrew, leaving the battle-field literally heaped
with the bodies of their dead. Before the well-directed fire of Cobb's brigade,
the Federals had fallen like the steady dripping of rain from the eaves of a
house. Our musketry alone killed and wounded at least 5000; and these,

} In his ofticial report General Lafayette Me- ground at something over one hundred yards off,
Laws says: ., The body of one man, believed to and extending to the ravine, commencing at the
be an oftieer, was found within about thirty point where our men would allow the enemy's
yards of the stone-wall, and other single bodies column to approach before opening tire, and be
were scattered at inoreued distances until the yond which no organized body of men Wall able to
main ma8II of the dead lay thickly strewn over the PUs."-EDITORS.
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with the slaughter by the artillery, left over 7000 killed and wounded before
the foot of Marye's Hill. The dead were piled sometimes three deep, and when
morning broke, the spectacle that we saw upon the battle-field was one of the
most distressing I ever witnessed. The charges had been desperate and
bloody, but utterly hopeless. I thought, as I saw the Federals come again and
again to their death, that they deserved success if courage and daring could
entitle soldiers to victory.

During the night a Federal strayed beyond his lines and was taken up
by some of my troops. On searching him, we found on his person a memo
randum of General Burnside's arrangements, and an order for the renewal of
the battle the next day. This information was sent to General Lee, and
immediately orders were given for a line of rifle-pits on the top of Marye's
Hill for Ransom, who had been held somewhat in reserve, and for other guns
to be placed on Taylor's Hill.

We were on our lines before daylight, anxious to receive General Bmnside
again. As the gray of the morning came without the battle, we became more
anxious; yet, as the Federal forces retained position during the 14th and 15th,
we were not without hope. There was some little skirmishing, but it did not
amount to anything. But when the full light of the next morning revealed
an abandoned field, General Lee turned to me, referring in his mind to the dis
patch I had captured and which he had just re-read, and said: "General, I
am losing confidence in your friend General Burnside." We then put it down
as a ruse de guerre. Afterward, however, we learned that the order had been
made in good faith but had been changed in consequence of the demoralized •
condition of the grand divisions in front of Marye's Hill. .During the night
of the 15th the Federal troops withdrew, and on the 16th our lines were
reestablished along the river. *

I have heard that, referring to the attack at Marya's Hill while it was in
progress, General Hooker said: "There has been enough blood shed to satisfy
any reasonable man, and it is time to quit." I think myself it was fortunate
for Burnside that he had no greater success, for the meeting with such
discomfiture gave Mm an opportunity to get back safe. If he had made any
progress, his loss would probably have been greater.

Such was the battle of Fredericksburg as I saw it. It has been asked why
we did not follow up the victory. The answer is plain. It goes without say
ing that the battle of the First Corps, concluded after nightfall, could not have
been changed into offensive operatiolls. Our line was about three miles long,
extending through woodland over hill and dale. An attempt at concentration
to throw the troops against the walls of the city at that hour of the night
would have been little better than madness. The Confederate field was

*General Lee explained officially, as follows,
why he expected the attack wonld be resumed:

"The attack on the 13th had been 80 eMily repulsed,
and by 80 small a part of our am.y, t,hat It WRlI not sup
poeed the enemy would Ifmlt h18 elforts to an Rttempt
which, In view of the magnitude of his preparations and
the extent of his force, seemed to be comparatively tn
Blgnltleant.

.. Belfevlng, therefore, that he would attack ns, It WRB

not doomed expedient to lOBe the advanta{fe8 at our P<N'I
tlon and expOBe the trooptl to the tire of his InaaeeNdble
batteries beyond the river by advancing agalnllJt hJm;
but we were nece8!larlly Ignorant of the extent to which
he had Bulfered, Rnd only became .......ar" of It whpn. on
the morning of the 16th, It WI\8 dlllC'ovel'l\d that be had
avalled himSelf of the darkness of night. and the prev
alenl'e of ... violpnt Btonn of wind and rain, to I'et't'08I
the river. The town WDB Immediately reo<',cupled and
our position on the river-bank resumed." EDITOB8.
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arranged for defensive battle. Its abrupt termination could not have been
anticipated, nor could any skill have marshaled our troops for offensive oper
ations in time to meet the emergency. My line was long and over broken
country,-so much so that the troops could not be promptly handled in offen
sive operations. Jackson's corps was in mass, and could he have anticipated
the result of my battle, he would have been justified in pressing Franklin to the
river when the battle of the latter was lost. Otherwise, pursuit would have
been as unwise as the attack he had just driven off. The Federal batteries
on Stafford Heights were effectively posted to protect their troops against our
advance, and Franklin would have been in good defensive position against
attack on the next day. It is well known that after driving off attacking
forces, if immediate pursuit can be made so that the victors can go along with
the retreating forces pell-mell, it is well enough to do so; but the attack
should be immediate. To follow a success by counter-attack against the
enemy in position is problematical. In the case of the armies at Fredericks
burg it would have been, to say the least, very hazardous to give counter
attack, the Federal position being about as strong as ours from which we had
driven them back. Attempts to break up an army by following on its line of
retreat are hazardous and rarely successful, while movements against the
flanks and rear increase the demoralization and offer better opportunities
for great results. The condition of a retreating army may be illustrated by

Digitized by GoogIe



The lIOutbern slope of Willis's Hm III _n In the background.

WBLJ'OBD'& lULL ON HAZEL RUN AND THE TELEGRAPH BO£».
PROM A W.ul-TIME PHOTOGRAPH.

THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.

a little incident witnessed thirty years ago on the western plains of Texas.
A soldier of my regiment essayed to capture a rattlesnake. Being pursued,
the reptile took refuge in a prairie-dog's hole, turning his head as he entered
it, to defend the sally-port. The soldier, coming up in time, seized the tail as
it was in the act of passing under cover, and at the same instant the serpent
seized the index finger of the soldier's hand. The result was the soldier lost
the use of his finger. The wise serpent made a successful retreat. The rear
of a retreating army is always its best guarded point.

During the attack upon General Jackson, and immediately after his line
was broken, General Pickett rode up to General Hood and suggested that

the moment was at hand for
the movement anticipated
by my orders, and requested
that it be executed. Hood
did not agree, so the oppor
tunity was allowed to pass.
Had Hood sprung to the oc
casion we would have envel
oped Franklin's command,
and might possibly have
marched it into the Con
federate camp. Hood com
manded splendid troops,
quite fresh and eager for
occasion to give renewed as
surances of their mettle.

It has been reported that
the troops attacking Marye's
Hill were intoxicated, having

been plied with whisky to nerve them to the desperate attack. That can
hardly be true. I know nothing of the facts, but no sensible commander
will allow his troops strong drink upon going into battle. After a battle is
over, the soldier's gill is usually allowed if it is at hand. No troops could
have displayed greater courage and resolution than was shown by those
brought against Marye's Hill. But they miscalculated the wonderful strength
of the line behind the stone fence. The position held by Cobb surpassed
courage and resolution, and was occupied by those who knew well how to
hold a comfortable defense.

After the retreat, General Lee went to Richmond to suggest other opera
tions, but was assured that the war was virtually over, and that we need not
harass our troops by marches and other hardships. Gold had advanced in
New York to two hundred, and we were assured by those at the Confederate
capital that in thirty or forty days we would be recognized and peace pro
claimed. General Lee did not share in this belief.

I have been asked if Burnside could have been victorious at Fredericks
burg. Such a thing was hardly possible. Perhaps no general could have
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accomplished more than Burnside did, and it was possible for him to have
suffered greater loss. The battle of Fredericksburg was a great and unprofit
able sacrifice of human life made, through ~he pressure from the rear, upon
a general who should have known better and who doubtless acted against
his judgment. [See p. 99.] If I had been in General Burnside's place, I
would have asked the President to allow me to resign rather than execute
his order to force the passage of the river and march the army against
Lee in his stronghold.

Viewing the battle after the lapse of more than twenty years, I may say,
however, that Burnside's move might have been made stronger by throwing
two of his grand divisions across at the mouth of Deep Run, where Franklin
crossed with his grand division and six brigades of Hooker's. Had he thus
placed Hooker and Sumner, his stnrdiest fighters, and made resolute assault
with them in his attack on our right, he would in all probability have given
us trouble. The partial success he had at that point might have been pushed
vigorously by such a force and might have thrown our right entirely from
position, in which event the result would have depended on the skillful hand.
ling of the forces. Franklin's grand division could have made sufficient
sacrifice at Marye's Hill and come as near success as did Sumner's and
two-thirds of Hooker's combined. I think, however, that the success wonld
have been on our side, and it might have been followed by greater disaster
on the side of the Federals; still they would have had the chance of success
in their favor, while in the battle as it was fought it can hardly be claimed
that there was even a chance.

Burnside made a mistake from the first. He should have gone from War
renton to Chester Gap. He might then have held Jackson and fought me, or
have held me and fought Jackson, thus-taking us in detail. The doubt about
the matter was whether or not he could have caught me in that trap before
we could concentrate. At any rate, that was the only move on the board that
could have benefited him at the time he was assigned to the command of the
Army of the Potomac. By interposing between the corps of Lee's army he
would have secured strong ground and advantage of position. With skill
equal to the occasion, he should have had success. This was the move about
which we felt serious apprehension, and we were occupying our minds with
plans to meet it when the move toward Fredericksburg was reported. Gen
eral McClellan, in his report of August 4th, 1863, speaks of this move as that
upon which he was studying when the order for Burnside's assignment to
command reached him.

When Burnside determined to move by Fredericksburg, he should have
moved rapidly and occupied the city at once, but this would only have forced
us back to the plan preferred by General Jackson.
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BY LAFAYETrE McLAWS, MAJOR-GENERAL, C. B. A.

ON the 25th of November, 1862, my division marched into Fredericksburg,
and shortly after, by direction of General Longstreet, I occupied the city

with one of my brigades and picketed the river with strong detachments from
the dam at Falmouth to a quarter of a mile below Deep Run creek, the enemy's
pickets being just across the river, within a stone's-throw of mine. Detach
ments were immediately set at work digging rifle-pits dose to the edge of the
bank, so close that our men, when in them, could command the river and
the shores on each side. The cellars of the houses near the river were made
available for the use of riflemen, and zigzags were constructed to enable the
men to get in and out of the rifle-pits under cover. All this was done at
night, and so secretly and quietly that I do not believe the enemy had any
conception of the minute and careful preparations that had been ;made to
defeat any attempt to cross the river in my front. No provision was made
for the use of artillery, as the enemy had an enormous array of their bat
teries on the heights above the town, and could have demolished ours in
five minutes.

Two or three evenings previous to the Federal attempt to cross, I was with
General Barksdale, and we were attracted by one or more of the enemy's bands
playing at their end of the railroad bridge. A number of their officers and a
crowd of their men were about the band cheering their national airs, the
"Star Spangled Banuer," "Hail Columbia," and others, once so dear to us all.
It seemed as if they expected some response from us, but none was given
until, finally, they struck up "Dixie," and then both sides cheered, with much
laughter. Surmising that this serenade meant mischief, I closely inspected
our bank of the river, and at night caused additional rifle-pits to be con
structed to guard more securely the approaches to the bridge.

Early in the night of the 10th General Barksdale reported that his pickets
had heard noises, as if the enemy were hauling pontoon-boats to the brink of
the river; a dense fog had prevented a clear view. About 2 A. M., of the 11th,
General Barksdale notified me that the movements on the other side indi
cated that the enemy were preparing to lay down the pontoon-bridges. I told
him to let the bridge building go on until the enemy were committed to it
and the construction parties were within easy range. At 4:30 he reported
that the bridge was being rapidly constructed and was nearly half done,
and he was about to open fire. I then ordered the signal to be given by firing
two guns of J. P. W. Read's battery, posted on the highest point along my
front, on the edge of the hills alongside the main road running to the city.

Previous notice had been sent to General Lee and to corps headquarters that
the bridge was being constructed. With the sound of the cannon was mingled
the rattle of the rifles of the Mississippi men, who opened a concentrated fire
from the rifle-pits and swept the bridge, now crowded with the construction
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parties. Nine distinct
and desperate attempts
were made to complete
the bridge, but every
one was attended with
such heavy loss from
our fire that the efforts
were abandoned until
about 10 A. M., when
suddenly the tremen
dous array of the Fed
eral artillery opened
fire from the heights
above the city.

It is impossible fitly
to describe the effects
of this iron hail hurled
against the small band
of defenders and into
the devoted city. The
roar of the cannon, the
bursting shells, the fall
ing of walls and chim
neys, and the flying
bricks and other ma
terial dislodged from
the houses by the iron
balls and shells, added
to the fire of the infan- BARUI>ALE'S JU88I81lIPPU•.1'8 OPP081110 THE LATINO OJ'rHK

try from both sides and PONTOON-aRlDORS.

the smoke from the guns and from the burning houses, made a scene of
indescribable confusion, enough to appall the stoutest hearts I Under cover of
this bombardment the Federals renewed their efforts to construct the bridge,
but the little band of Mississippians in the rifle-pits under Lieutenant-Colonel
John C. Fiser, 17th Mississippi, composed of his own regiment, 10 sharp
shooters from the 13th Mississippi, and 3 companies from the 18th Mississippi
(Lieutenant-Colonel Luse), held their posts, and successfully repelled every
attempt. The enemy had been committed to that point, by having used
half their pontoons.

About 4:30 P. M. the enemy began crossing in boats, and the concentrated
fire from all arms, directed against Barksdale's men in the rifle-pits, became
80 severe that it was impossible for them to use their rifles with effect. J

As the main purpose of a determined defense, which was to gain time for
the other troops to take position, had been accomplished, Colonel Fiser was

JColonel Fiser himself had been knocked down and stunned by a portion of a falling wall, but,
recovering consciousne88, held to his post, and cheered on his men.- L. MeL.
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directed to draw his command back from the river and join the brigade in
the city; and just in time, for the enemy, no longer impeded by our fire,
crossed the river rapidly in boats, and, forming on the flanks, rushed down to
capture the men in the rifle-pits, taking them in the rear. Some of the men
in the cellars, who did not get the order to retire, were thus captured, ~
but the main body of them rejoined the brigade on Princess-Anne street,
where it had been assembled, and all attempts made by the enemy, now cross
ing in large numbers, to gain possession of the city were defeated. The firing
ceased by 7 o'clock, and as the grand division of Franklin had effected a cross
ing below the mouth of Deep Run, and thus controlled ground which was
higher than the city, and other troops had crossed above the city, where,
also, the ground was higher, so that our position would become untenable in
the morning, I directed General Barksdale to retire to a strong position I had
noticed along a sunken road cut through the foot of Marye's Hill and running
perpendicular to the line of the enemy's advance.

We read in the accounts given by Federal officers of rank that although
General Franklin's command had constructed a bridge or two across the
Rappahannock, below the mouth of Deep Run, and had crossed the greater
portion of his division on the 11th, yet, because of the failure of General
Sumner's grand division to force a crossing in front of Fredericksburg, all
but one brigade of Franklin's grand division had been recrossed to the left
bank to await the result of Sumner's efforts, and that Franklin's grand divis
ion was not again crossed to our side until the 12th. The Federal accounts
show that this determined defense offered by a small fraction of Barksdale's
brigade not only prevented Sumner's crossing, but by this delay caused the
whole of Franklin's Left Grand Division, except one brigade, to recross the
Rappahannock, and thus gave General Lee twenty-four hours' time to prepare
for the assault, with full notice of the points of attack.

Early on the night of the 11th General Thomas R. R. Cobb was directed to
relieve the brigade of General Barksdale, and accordingly three Georgia
regiments and the Phillips Legion of Cobb's brigade took position in the
sunken road at foot of Marye's Hill, on the lower side of which there was a
stone-wall something over four feet high, most of which was protected by the
earth thrown from the road, and was invisible from the front. Barksdale's
brigade retired to their originally asRigned position as my rear line of
defense, in Bernard's woods, where they constructed abatis and rifle-pits
during the 12th.

Meanwhile the 18th Mississippi Regiment, of Barksdale's brigade, under
Colonel Luse, which had been detached to defend the river-bank below the
town on the night of the 10th, had offered such vigorous resistance from
behind some old huts and thickets that the enemy had delayed the construc
tion of their pontoon-bridges there until after daylight on the 11th, and there
fore, instead of crossing the grand division by daylight of the 11th, did not
cross until late on that day. The enemy on the 11th brought grape and
canister against Colonel Luse, who was not fortified, not having rifle-pits

~ Perhaps thirty or forty, not more.- L. MeL.



THE CONFEDERATE LEFT AT FREDERICKSBURG.

n&DBBICK8JIURG I'ROX THB FOOT OF WILUS'S HILL. FROM A WAR-TIIIB PHOTOGBAPH.

In the middle-ground is seen the BOuth end of the third line [see p. 83) Wall on the brow of tbts hill, now
atone-waU. aDd it may be seen that the front line of the National Cemetery. Between the steeplEJII on the
defense formed by the wall Wall continued still farther ontllldrtB of Frederickllburg is seen the end of Han
to the right by the sunken Telegraph road. At the over street, by which, and by the street in the right
lNMe of the btll, tbtll side of the stono-wBlI, is seen an of the picture, the Union fol'OOll filed out to form for the
earth-work wbtch Wall a part of the second line. A 8lI8anlt.- EDITOB8.

even, and his regiment was withdrawn to the river road. The 16th Georgia,
Colonel Bryan, and the 15th South Carolina, Colonel De Soussure, which had
been ordered to the assistance of Colonel Luse, retired with his column. Early
on the 11th a battalion of the 8th Florida, under Captain Lang, numbering
150 men, had been posted to the left of Colonel Fiser's command, above Fred
ericksburg, and while under Captain Lang did good service. But unfortu
nately the captain was badly wounded about 11 A. !rI., and the battalion was
withdrawn. I think the defense of the river-crossing in front of Fredericks
burg was a notable and wonderful feat of arms, challenging comparison with
anything that happened during the war.

On the 12th close and heavy skirmishing was kept up between my advanced
parties and the enemy, and whole divisions were employed in fortifying their
positions and preparing for the coming assaults. The grounds in my front
had been well studied by myself, in company with my brigade commanders
and colonelB of regiments, and all the details for the supply of ammunition,
provisions, water, care for the wounded, and other necessary arrangements
had been attended to, so that we waited for the enemy with perfect calmness
and with confidence in our ability to repel them.

A heavy fog hung over the valley, concealing the town from our view, and
until late in the day the banks below were not visible. As I was anxiously
inquiring for some news from the pickets, since the point of attack had not yet
been developed, my aide-de-camp, Captain H. L. P. King, volunteered to go to
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the river and collect information by personal observation, and I consented to
his going, but did not send him. He rode off, and in about two hours returned,
reporting that he had ridden down Deep Run as far as he could go in safety
on horseback, and, dismounting and concealing his horse, had gone on foot
down the run to its mouth, and from there he had watched the enemy cross
ing the river on two bridges. One or two hundred yards below the mouth of
the run large bodies of infantry, artillery, and some cavalry had crossed,
while heavy forces on the opposite side were waiting their turn to cross. On
his return he had gone into a two-story wooden dwelling on the banks of the
river, and had taken a leisurely view of the whole surroundings, confirming
his observations taken from the mouth of Deep Run. This was a daring
reconnoissance, as, at the time, none of our troops were within a mile of him.
Up to this time the enemy had not shown us any very large body of troops,
either in Fredericksburg, on the opposite side, or below.

On the 13th, during the early morning, a thick fog enveloped the town in
my front and the valley of the river, but between 9 and 10 o'clock it lifted,
and we could see on our right, below Deep Run, long lines of the enemy
stretching down the river, and noor it, but not in motion. Reconnoitering
parties on horseback were examining the grounds in front of our army, coming
within range without being fired on. After they retired a strong body of
infantry advanced from a point on the river somewhat below my extreme
right, as if to gain possession of the Bernard woods, but I had seven rifle
guns on the hill above those woods to meet this very contingency, and these
opening on this advancing body, it fell back to the river before coming
within reach of Barksdale.

As the fog lifted higher an immense column of infantry could be seen
halted on the other side of the river, along the road leading from the hills
beyond to the pontoon-bridges in front of the town, and extending back for
miles, as it looked to us, and still we could not see the end. In Jackson's front
the enemy had advanced, and their forming lines were plainly visible, while in
Longstreet's front we could see no body of troops on the Fredericksburg side
of the river. The indications were that Jackson was to receive the first blow,
and General Longstreet came to me and said he was going over to that flank.
I called his attention to the immense column of troops opposite us, on the
other side of the river, with its head at the pontoon-bridges; crossing to
Fredericksburg in our immediate front, and told him that in my judgment
the most desperate assault was to be made on his front, and it would be
developed close to us, without our knowing that it was forming, nor would we
know when it commenced to move agaiust us; that the assault would be
sudden and we should be ready to meet it, and that there were certainly as
many of the enemy in that column threatening us as appeared in the lines
opposite General.Jackson. General Longstreet agreed with me, and remained.

Not long Uter, the grand division of General Franklin, in plain view from
where we stood, was seen advancing in two lines against Jackson's front,
marching in most magnificent order. No perceptible check could I observe
in the advance, and the first line in good order entered the woods and was
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lost to our view. But the immediate crash of musketry and the thunder of
artillery told of a desperate conflict, and we waited anxiously for some sign of
the result. Soon masses of the enemy were seen emerging from the woods in
retreat, and the whole body of the enemy marched back in the direction they
came from, in excellent order, and very deliberately. Now began the trial
against Longstreet's lines; but our confidence in our ability to resist all
assaults against us had been wonderfully increased by seeing the repulse of
Franklin.

My line of defense was a broken one, running from the left along the
sunken road, near the foot of Marye's Hill, where General Cobb's brigade
(less the 16th Georgia) was stationed. During the 12th the defenses of this
line had been extended beyond the hill by an embankment thrown up to pro
tect the right from sharp-shooters, as also to resist assaults that might be
made from that direction, and then the line was retired a hundred or more
yards to the foot of the hills in the rear, along which was extended Kershaw's
brigade of South Carolina troops, and General Barksdale's Mississippians,
from left to right, the brigade of General Semmes being held in reserve. The
Washington Artillery, under Colonel Walton, were in position on the crest of
Marye's Hill over the heads of Cobb's men [see p. 97], and two brigades
under General Ransom were held here in reserve. The heights above Kershaw
and Barksdale were crowned with 18 rifle-guns and 8 smooth-bores belonging
to batteries, and a number of smooth-bores from the reserve artillery. The
troops could not be well soon by the enemy, and the artillery on my rear
line was mostly concealed, some covered with brush. The enemy, from their
position, could not see the sunken road, near the foot of Marye's Hill, nor do I
think they were aware, lmtil it was made known to them by our fire, that
there was an infantry force anywhere except 'on top of the hill, as Ransom's
troops could be seen there, in reserve, and the men in the sunken road were
visible at a short distance only.

Soon after 11 A. M. the enemy approached the left of my line by the Tele
graph road, and, deploying to my right, came forward and planted guidons
or standards (whether to mark their advance or to aid in the alignment I do
not know), and commenced firing; but the fire from our artillery, and espe
cially the infantry fire from Cobb's brigade, so thinned their ranks that the
line retreated without advancing, leaving their guidons planted. Soon an
other force, heavier than the first, advanced, and were driven back with great
slaughter. They were met on retiring by reenforcements, and advanced
again, but were again repulsed, with great loss. This continued until about
1 P. M., when General Cobb reported to me that he was short of ammu
nition. I sent his own very intelligent and brave courier, little Johnny
Clark, from Augusta, Georgia, to bring up his ordnance supplies, and directed
General Kershaw to reenforce General Cobb with two of his South Carolina
regiments, and I also sent the 16th Georgia, which had been detached, to
report to General Cobb. A few minutes after these orders had been given I
received a note from General Cobb, informing me that General R. H. Anderson,
whose division was posted on the left and rear of Cobb's, had just told him
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that if the attack was turned on him he would retire his troops to the hills
in their rear. As this would leave my troops in the sunken road with their
left flank unprotected, and at the mercy of the enemy, should they come up
on my left, I went over to General Longstreet and represented to him that if
this were done I would have to provide in some other way for the protection
of the troops in the sunken road, or move them out, so soon as there was a

lull in the attack, which would be vir
tually giving up the defense of Marye's
Hill. General Longstreet at once or
dered General Pickett to reenforce
Anderson, and directed Anderson to
hold his position until forced back. I
then went over and exa~ned the
ground where Anderson's force was on
my left, and finding that the prepa
rations for defense made to resist an
assault were incomplete and inconsid
erable, I thought it best to take meas
ures to protect my own flank with
my own troops, and therefore directed
General Kershaw to take his brigade,

BBlG.wl&R~_ALBOBIIR'l' JUXIlOM, Co a... and, sending two of his regiments to
PROM A PBOTOOBAPH. strengthen General Cobb's line be-

neath the hill, to hold the rest of his command on top of the hill, to the left
of Cobb's line, to meet emergencies, and especially to hold in check, or aid
in repelling, any force ~oming on Cobb's flank, until the force in the sunken
road could be withdrawn by the right flank - the only chance it would have
of retiring without very heavy loss. I then tore a leaf from my memoran
dum-book and wrote to General Cobb, "General: Hold your position, with
no fear of your flank, it will be protected," and handing it to Captain King,
my aide-de-camp, told him to carry it to General Cobb, and to inform him
that both ammunition and reenforcements were on the way. J General Ker
shaw at once moved his brigade as ordered, but while it was in motion a
courier came from General Cobb and informed me that the general was d€'8
perately wounded. General Kershaw was directed to go at once and take
command of the force at the foot of Marye's Hill.

Kershaw doubled his 2d and 8th regiments on Phillips's Legion and 24th
Georgia, commanded by Colonel McMillan, who succeeded General Cobb in
command of the brigade, leaving the 3d and 7th South Carolina on the hill,
and holding the 15th, Colonel De Saussure, in reserve. His 3d Battalion was
posted on the right at Howison's mill to repulse any attack up Hazel Run, and
the 16th Georgia was doubled on the right of Cobb's brigade in the road. The
3d and 7th South Carolina suffered severely while getting into position, Colonel
Nance, Lieutenant-Colonel Rutherford, Major Maffett, Captains P. Todd and

JThia waa the Iaat I aaw of Captain Kiog until we found thia gallant omeera body, Ilfter
the battle.-L. MeL.
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John C. Summer being shot down. Summer was killed. The 2d and 8th
arrived just in time to resist a heavy assault made on the left about 2:45 P. M.,

and all of these reenforcements were opportune. The enemy, then deploy
ing in a ravine about three hundred yards from the stone-wall, advanced with
fresh lines of attack at short intervals, but were always driven back with
great loss. This was kept up until about 4: 30 P. M., when the assaults ceased
for a time; but the enemy, posting artillery on the left of the Telegraph road,
opened on our position; however, they did no damage worth particularizing.

The batteries on Marye's Hill were at this time silent, having exhausted
their ammunition, and were being relieved by guns from Colonel E. P. Alex
ander's battalion. Taking advantage of this lull in the conflict, the 15th
South Carolina was brought forward from the cemetery, where it had been
in reserve, and was posted behind the stone-wall, supporting the 2d South
Carolina regiment.

The enemy in the meanwhile formed a strong column of lines of attack,
and advancing under cover of their own artillery, and no longer impeded by
ours, came forward along our whole front in the most determined manner;
but by this time, as just explained, I had lines four deep throughout the
whole sunken road, and beyond the right flank. The front rank, firing,
stepped back, and the next in rear took its place and, after firing, was
replaced by the next, and so on in rotation. In this way the volley firing
was made nearly continuous, and the file firing very destructive. The enemy
were repulsed at all points.

The last charge was made after sundown-in fact, it was already dark in
the valley. A Federal officer who was in that assault told me that the first
discharge at them was a volley, and the bullets went over their heads "in
sheets," and that his command was ordered to lie down, and did lie down for a
full half-hour and then retired, leaving a large number of killed and wounded.
The firing ceased as darkness increased, and about 7 P. M. the pickets of the
opposing forces were posted within a short distance of each other, my pickets
reporting noises as of movements of large bodies of troops in the city.

Thus ended the battle. The enemy remained in possession of the city until
the night of the 15th, and then retired across the Rappahannock, resuming
their former positions, and Kershaw's brigade of my division re-occupied
the city. My loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 853; of which number
67 were missing, 62 being from Barksdale's brigade, 100 of the 853 being
killed. Over 200 of the number were killed or disabled in Kershaw's command
while taking positions to defend my left flank.

There was a ravine in my front, distant between 200 or 300 yards, where
large masses of the enemy were constantly deployed, and they controlled the
slope of Marya's Hill, so that it would have been a hazardous feat, even for
a dog, to have attempted to run down it; and yet a Georgia boy named
Crumley, an orderly of General Kershaw's, finding that the general had no
n.se for his horse in the sunken road, or thinking that it was no place for a
fine animal, deliberately rode him up that slope without injury either to the
horse or to himself,-and going back to his camp, returned with an inferior
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horse, rode down the slope unscathed, and joined his chief, who, until his
return, was ignorant of Crumley's daring feat.

General Cobb, who was wounded by a musket-ball in the calf of the leg, ~
died shortly after he was removed to the field-hospital in rear of the division.
He and I were on intimate terms, and I had learned to esteem him warmly,
as I believe everyone did who came to know his great intellect and his
good heart. Like Stonewall Jackson, he was a religious enthusiast, and,
being firmly convinced that the South was right, believed that God would
give us visible sign that Providence was with us, and daily prayed for His
interposition in our behalf.

t The statement in the text is made on the authority of Surgeon Todd, of Cobb's brigade, who says
he saw the wound, and I am assured that General Cobb received all possible attention, and that every
thing that skill could do was done to save his life.- L. MeL.

RANSOM'S DIVISION AT FREDERICKSBURG.

BY ROBERT RAN80M, BRIGADlER-.GENERAL, e. 8. A.

I N "The Century" magazine for August, 1886,
General James Longstreet published what he

"8aw of the battle of Fredericksburg, Va., Decem
ber 13th, 1862." [See p. 70.]

The omissions in that article were so glaring, and
did such injustice, that I wrote to him and re
quested him to correct what would produce false
impressions. His answer was unsatisfactory, but
promised that, " I [Longstreet] expect in the near
future to make accounts of all battles and put them
in shape, in a form not limited by words, but with
full details, when there will be opportunity to
elaborate upon all points of interest."

General Lee, in his report of the battle of Fred
ericksburg, December 13th, 1862, writes as fol
lows:

. . . "Longllt.reet's eorpe constituted onr lett, with
Andl"l'llon'& dI\"lsion resting upon the river, and those
ot McLaws. Pickett, and Hood extending t~ tbe rlgbt In
the order named. Ransom's dlvls10n snpported tbe bat
teries on Marye's and Willis's bills, at tbe toot of whlrh
Cobb's brllf&(le ot MeLaws's division and the 24th North
Carolina ot Ransom's brigade were stationed, protected
by II. ston....~all. Tlu Im_dlGte eare oflAu poinl IIIIU
com....tted /0 0mI«'Gl Ratuom."

The italics in this paper are all mine. The
positions are stated by General Lee exactly as
the troops were posted. Lee's re~rt continues
farther on:

. . . "About 11 A. M., havlug massed his [the en
emy's] troops under cover ot the houses ot Fredericks
burl{, he movoo tonrlU'd In Mtrong oolllmns to IMllzc
Mnryl"8 and WIlU8's hills. General RaulJOm advanl'oo
Cooke's brigade to the top ot the hili, nnd placed his
own, with tbc l'XooptlOD ot tbe 24th North Carolina, a
8hort dl8tanoo In rear." • . . "In the lAird 1Ul
sanlt." hl8 report t"ontinuNI, "t.bfl brnvfI and lamentl"d
BrlKSdler-Genl'ral ThomM R. R. Cobb tell nt thfl head of
his gallant troops, and almOMt at the Ilame moment
BriltHdIl"r-Generai Cooke waa bonle from the field
Il8verely wOllndl"d. Fearing that Cobb's brllf&(le mll{ht
exhanst 1t8 ammunition, General Longlltref't had di
rected General Kershaw to takfl two regiments to its
support. Arriving after the tall ot Cobb, he lWIlI1lIIIed

command, his troops taking position on the crest and at
the foot ot tbe hill, to ",AkA point lknual Ratuom az.o
adMnud tAru olAer regtnun":'

General Kershaw took command of Cobb's bri
gade, which I had had supplied with ammunition
from my wagons, and I repeated the supply during
the day.

General Longstreet, in his official re~rt, says:
. • • .. /hfUlrGl RatMOm on Ma""". HUl _ ellarged

tIJiIA I1te 'mmediate ca~ of tke point aUae1ald, with ordenl
to send torward addittonMl reenforcements 11 It mould
become neoo88&rY, and to use Featherston's brigade ot
Andel'8On's dlvIs10n It he Mould requlrc tt:' And con
tinning, "I directed Mnjor-General Pickett te send me
two ot his brigadCII: OU, K_per>., II:'IU -' to Gnoeral
Ratuo,n to be placed In BOrne seco:re poeltlon to be ready
In Cl8lle It should be wanted." And &jp&1n, .. I would &1110
mention, as particularly dlstlngolshoo In the engage
ment ot the lath, Brigadier-Generals Ransom, Kenhaw,
and Cooke (severely wounded)."

General McLaws was not upon the part of the
field in the vicinity of Marye's and Willis's hills
during the battle, bnt his aide, Captain King, was
killed on the front slope of the hill near Marye's
house.

My own permanent command was a small divis
ion of two brigades of iofantry,-my own, con
taining the 24th, 25th, 35th, and 49th; and
COOke's, the 15th, 27th, 46th, and 48th regi
ments,-antrum Sortlt Carolillo; and attached to
my brigade was Branch's battery, and to Cooke's
brigade the battery of Cooper.

At the time the fog began to lift from the field, I
was with Generals Lee and Longstreet on what has
since been known as Lee's Hill. Starting to join
my command as the Federals began to emerge
from the town, General Longstreet said to me:
"Remember, General, I place that salient in your
keeping. Do what is needed; and call on Ander
son if you want hl"lp."

I brought up Cooke before the first assault to
the crest of the hill, and before that assault
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brief service with you was deeply gratifying to myseU
and to my entire command. I have the honor to be,
General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

"J. 1.. KEMPER, Brlgndler-GeneraL
.. BRIG.-GEli'. RANSOM, Commandlng Division."

As stated in my letter to General Longstreet
dated August 14th, 1886, when I brought to his
attention his extraordinary omissions, it gave me
nnfeigned pleasure to mention properly ill myoffi
cial report the meritorious conduct of those who
were a part ot my permanent command and those
others who that day fell under my direction by
reason of my " immediate care of the point attacked!'
My official report exhibits no self-seeking nor par
tial discriminations.

Upon a letter from me (ot the 17th of Decem
ber, 1862) to General R. H. Chilton, a88istant ad
jutant-general Army of Northern Virginia, wherein
I protest against the ignoring of my command in
some telegraphic dispatches to the War Depart
ment at Richmond relative to the battle olthe 13th,
General Longstreet indorses these words: "Gen
eral Ransom's dit'iBicm was engaged througlwut tlu!
battle and was quite as distingUished as any troops
upon thejitJld" j and the same day, the 19th of De
cember, I reeeived from both him and General
Chilton notes expressing the regret felt by General
Lee at the injustice of which I complained. Those
original letters are now among the "Official Rec
ords" in Washington.

I may be pardoned for remembering with pride
that among the Confederate troops engaged on the
whole battle-field of Fredericksburg, Va., Decem
ber 13th, 1862, none were more honorably dis"HEADQUARTBBll, KEIIPER'S BRIGADE,

"December ~th, 1882. tingnished than the sons of North Carolina, and
··GENJIKAL: I inclolle herewith the statement of the those of them who, with brother soldiers from

10lllleA of my brigade on the 18th and 14th inst. wbile other States, held the lines at Marye's Hill against
acting &II part of your eommand. WhUe a report of my almost ten times their number ot as brave aDd
1__ hll8 been called for by my permanent dlvision determined foes as ever did battle, can well trust
commander, and rendered to him, it has occurred to me
tbat II lJimUar one rendered to yourself would be proper their fame to history when written from truthful
and acceptable. Permtt me to add, General, that onr' offieial records. ~

~ Where credlt 18 not given for quotations, they are from my oftlclal report of the battle.-R. R.

ended Cooke took the 27th and the 46th and part
of the 15th North Carolina into the sunken road
in front. The 48th North Carolina fought on top
of the hill all day.

At the third assault I brought up the 25th North
Carolina just in time to deliver a few deadly vol
leys, and then it " took position shoulder to shoul
der with Cobb's and Cooke's men in the road."

During this third attack General Cobb was mor
tally hit, and almost at the same instant, and
within two paces of him, General Cooke was se
verely wounded and borne from the field, Colonel
E. D. Hall, 46th North Carolina, assuming com
mand of Cooke's brigade.

At thill juncture I sent my adjutant-general,
Captain Thomas Rowland, to the sunken road to
learn the condition of aftairs. II His report was
most gratifying, representing the troops in fine
spirits and an abundance of ammunition. I had
ordered Cobb's brigade supplied from my wagons!'

After this third attack I was bringing up the
35th and 49th North Carolina of my brigade, when
General Kershaw, by a new road leading from the
mill below, came up on horseback with his staft at
the head of one regiment, which he took in just at
Marye's house. He was followed by a se~.ond regi
ment, which halted behind a brick-walled grave
yard upon Willis's Hill. [See below.]

About sundown Brigadier-General Kemper was
brought up, and relieved the 24th North Carolina
with two of his regiments and held the others in
closer supporting distance. On the 20th ot Decem
ber, 1862, he sent me a list of his casualties, with
this note:

KERSHAW'S BRIGADE AT FREDERICKSBURG.

G ENERAL J. B. KERSHAW writes to the editors
as follow8, December 6th, 1887: .

"General RanllOm's letter, in •The Century' for De
eember. 1881, in regard to his aerviOOlJ at Frederlcks
bllrlf. contail18 an error In relation to thc operations of
my brigade. In the morning of that day, my troops
WE'rt' stationed at the foot of Lee's HUl. After the as
lI&UltA ou General Cobb's position had commenced, I was
directed to !lend two of my regimentl to rellnforcti Cobb,
8ud dJd 80. Before they had reacbed him, t1din~ ar
rived of the fRll of Geneml Cobb, and I wasimmediately
ordt"red to take the rest of my brl~ade to the position
bt'ld by b18 forces, and 88snme command of tbE' troops
of HdAWlJ'S division there. I preceded my troOpl!, and
SA ROOn IWl po88lble arrived at the Stevens House at the
foot of Xarye's Hm. As my brigade arrived tbey were
placed - two reglmente, the Sd and the 7th South Caro-

Una, at Marye's House on the hill, Bnd the rest ofthem in
tbe lIUIlken road, with the left resting about the Btevens
House. The l&8t regiment that arrived W&l\ the 11lth
Bouth CaroUna (Colonel De BaUAsure's). He shelwred
his command behind the cemetery on the hill until h18
proper position Wll8 made lmown, wben he moved deUb
erately aud in perfect order down the road to tbe Btevens
House, and proceeded to the right of my line. Instead
of baving two regiments enl{&l(Cd at that point, &8 Gen
eral Ransom supposes, I had five regiments Rnd a bat
talion (my entire brigadE'), ear·h of wbich stdfered more
or If'88 severely. Durln~ these operations I received no
orders or dire<'tlons from any officer but my dlvlslon
eommBDller, General McLaws. I requested not to be
rellered thRt nllCbt, Bnd remained In tbllt JlOsltion until
the eVB<l1latiou of Fredericksburg by the UnIon forces.
These facts were oftlciaUy reported at the time, and were
then too welllmown to be the subject of mistake."
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6. HOT DAY ON lIARYE'S HEIGHTS.

BY WILLIAK KILLER OWEN, FIRST LIEUTENANT, C. 8. A.

O N the night of the 10th of December we, of the long range batteries on the Staft'ord Heights opened
New Orleans Washington Artillery, sat up late upon us, as much as to say, "What are you about

in our camp on Marya's Heights, entertaining some over there'" We paid no attention to their in
visitors in an improvised theater, smoking our quiry, as our guns could not reach them.
pipes, and talking of home. A final punch having At dawn the next morning, December 13th, in
been brewed and disposed of, everybody crept the fresh and nipping air, I stepped upon the
under the blankets and was soon in the land of gallery overlooking the heights back of the little
Nod. In an hour or two we were aroused by the old-fashioned town of Fredericksburg. Heavy
report of a heavy gun. I WI\S up in an instant, for fog and mist hid the whole plain between the
if there should be another it would be the signal heights and the Rappahannock, but under cover
that the enemy W&ll preparing to cross the river. of that fog and within easy cannon-shot lay Burn
Mr. Florence, a civilian in the bivouac, bounced side's army. Along the heights, to the right and
as if he had a concealed spring under his blanket, left of where I was standing, extending a length
and cried out, "Wake upl wake np I what's thatf" of nearly five miles, lay Lee's army. The bugles
The deep roar of the second gun was heard, and we and the drum corps of the respective armies were
knew what we had to do. It was 4 o'clock. Our now sounding reveille, and the troops were pre
orders were that upon the firing of these signal paring for their early meal. All knew we should
guus we should at once take our places in the have a battle to-day and a great one, for the en
redoubts prepared for us on Marye's Hill, and emy had crossed the river in immense force, upon
await developmeuts. .. Boots and saddles" was his pontoons during the night. On the Confeder
llOuuded, and the camp W&ll instantly astir, and in ate side all was ready, and the shock was awaited
the gray of the morning we were on the Plank road with stnbborn resolution. Last night we had
le-ading to the hill. The position reached, our nine spread our blankets upon the bare floor in the par
guns were placed as follows: Two 12-pounder lor of Marye's house, and now our breakfast was
howitzers and two 12-pounder light Napoleon being prepared in its fire-place, and we were im
guns of the 4th Company, nnder Captain Eshle- patient to have it over. After hastily dispatching
man and Lieutenants Norcom and Battles, were this light meal of bacon and corn-bread, the
put in the work on the extreme right of the line colonel, chief bugler, and I (the adjntant of the
next to the Telegraph road; two 12-pounder battalion) mounted our horses and rode out to in
Napoleon guns of the 3d Company, under Cap- spect our lines. Visiting first the position of the
tain :Miller and Lieutenant McElroy, in the center; lo-pounder Parrott rifle on the Plank road, we
two 3-inch ritle-guns of the 1st Company, under fOllDdGalbraith and hill boys wide-awake and ready
Captain Sqnires and Lieutenant Brown, on the left, for business. Acro88 the Plank road, in an earth
next to a little brick-house and in front of the Wel- work, was the battery of Donaldsonville Can
ford graveyard, and one 10-pounder Parrott rifle, noneers, of Louisiana., all Creoles and gallant
under Lieuteuant Galbraith, of the 1st Company, soldiers. Riding to the rear of Marye's house, we
next to the Plank road leading into Fredericksburg. visited in tum the redoubts of Squires, Miller, and

The 2d Company, under Captain Richardson, Eshleman, and found everything ready for instant
with four Napoleon guns, moved on across the action. The ammunition chests had been taken off
Telegraph road to the right, and reported as the limbers and placed upon the groundbehind the
ordered to General Pickett for service with his traverses close to the guns. The horses and limbers
troops. Without delay the men made the re- had been sent to the rear out of danger. We drew
doubts as snug as possible, and finding the epaule- rein and spoke 8 few words to each in passing, and
ments not to their liking, went to work with at the 3d Company's redoubt we were invited by
piek and shovel throwing the dirt a little higher, Sergeant ., Billy" Ellis to partake of Ilome "caf~

and fashioning embrasures to tlre through. The noir" which his mess had prepared in a horse
engineers objected, and said they were "ruiuing bucket. Nothing loath, we drank a tin-cupful, and
the works." but the cannoneers said. "We have fonnd, not exactly "Mocha," or "Java," but the
to fight here, not you; we will arrange them to best of parched corn. However, it was hot, the
lmit ourselves." And General Longstreet approv- morning was raw, and it did very well.
ingly Mid, "If you save the finger of a man's At 12 o'elock the fog had cleared, and while we
hand, that does some good." A dense fog covered were sittingin Marye's yard smokingourpipes, after
the COUlltry, and we could not discern what was a lunch of hard erackers, a courier eame to Colonel
going on in the town. Walton, bearing a dispatch from General Long-

The morning of the 12th was also foggy, and it street for General Cobb, but, for our information as
was not until 2 P. Ill. that it cleared oft', and then weH, to be read and then given to him. It was as
we could see the Stafford Heights, across the river, follows:" Should General Anderson, on your left,
densely packed with troops. At 3 P. Ill. a heavy be compelled to fall back to the second linEl of
column moved down toward one of the bridges heights, you must conform to his movements."
near the gal!-works, and we opened upon it, mak- Descending the hill into the sunken roai, I made
ing some splendid practioe aud apparently stirring my way through the troops, to a little house whero
them np prodigiously, for they soon sought cooler General Cobb had his headquarters, and handed
localitiell. While our guns were firing, the enemy's him the dispatch. He read it carefully, and said,
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them. A few more paces onward and the
Georgians in the road below us rose up,
and, glancing an instant along their rUle
barrels, let loose a storm of lead into the
faces of the advance brigade. This W88

too much; the column hesitated, and then,
turning, took refuge behind the bank.
But another line appeared from behind
the crest and advanced gallantly, and
again we opened our guns upon them,
and through the smoke we could discern
the red breeches of the "Zouaves," and
hammered away at them especially. But
this advance, like the preceding one, al
though passing the point reached by the
first column, and doing and daring all
that brave men could do, recoiled under
our canister and the bullets of the infan
try in the road, and fell back in great con
fusion. Spotting the fields in our front,
we could detect little patches of blue
the dead and wounded of the Federal
infantry who had fallen facing the very
muzzles of onr guns. Cooke's brigade
of Ransom's division was now placed in
the sunken road with Cobb's men. At
2 P. II. other columns of the enemy left
the crest and advanced to the attack; it
appeared to us that there was no end of
them. On they came in beautiful array
and seemingly more 'determined to bold
the plain than before; but our fire was
murderous, and no troops on earth could
stand the feu d'enfer we were giving
them. In the foremost line we distin-
guished the green 1I.ag with the golden

harp of old Ireland, and we knew it to be Meag
her's Irish brigade. The gunners of the two ri1l.e
pieces, Corporals Payne and Hardie, were direct€'d
to turn their guns against this colnmn; but
the gallant enemy pushed on beyond all former
charges, and fought and lett their dead wit,hin five
and twenty paces of the sunken road. Our position
on the hill was now a hot one, and three regimenta
of Ransom's brigade were ordered up to reiinfort'e
the infantry in the road. We watched them ss
they came marching in line of battle from the rear,
where they had been lying in reserve. They
passed through our works and rushed down the hill
with loud yells, and then stood shoulder to sbouldE'r
with the Georgians. The 25th North Carolina
regiment, crossing Miller's guns, halu-d upon the
crest of the hill, dressed ita line, and fired a deadly
volley at the enemy at cl08e range, and then at the
command" Forward!" dashed down the hill. It
left dead men on Miller's redoubt, and he bad to
drag them away from tbe muzzles of his guns. At
this time General Cobb fell mortally wounded, and
General Cooke was borne from the field. al"o
wounded. Among other missiles a 3-inch riflE'-ball
came crashing through the works and fell at our
feet. Kursheedt picked it np and said, .. Bo~'g,
let's send this back to them again"; and into the
~n it went, and was sped back into the dE'nse
ranks of the enemy.

General Kershaw now advanced from the rE'ar

JAJ(EI! A. SJmDON. SECRBTABT OP WAR TO THE SOUTJlBBl{
CONPJmBRACY. FROJ( NOVBJ(BBR 20, 1882, TO JJt.l(-

U ART ~,18M. FROM A PBOTOGIUPB.

"Welll if they wait for me to fall back, they will
wait a long time." Hardly had he spoken, when
a brisk skirmish fire was heard in tront, toward
the town, and looking over the stone-wall we saw
our skirmishers falling back, firing as they came;
at the same time the head of a Federal column
was seen emerging from one of the streets of the
town. They came on at the double-quick, with
loud cries of "Hi! Hi I Hi!" which we could dis
tinctly hear. Their arms were carried at "right
shoulder ahitt," and their colors were aslant the
shoulders of the color-sergeants. They crossed the
canal at the bridge, and getting behind the bank to
the low ground to deploy, were almost concealed
from our sight. It was 12: 30 P. M., and it was
evident that we were now going to have it hot and
heavy.

The enemy, having deployed, now showed him
self above the crest of the ridge and advanced in
columns of brigades, and at once our guns began
their deadly work with shell and solid shot. How
beautifully they came on! Their bright bayonets
glistening in the sunlight made the line look like
a hnge serpent of blne and steel. The VE'ry force
of their onset leveled the broad fences bounding
the small fields and gardens that interspersed the
plain. We could see our shells bursting in their
ranks, making great gaps; but on they came, as
though they would go straight through and over
us. Now we gave them canister, and that staggered
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with two regiments of his infantry, to reilnforce
the men in the 8unken road, who were running
ahort of ammunition, and to take oommand.

The aharp-tJhooters having got range of our em
brasures, we began to 8Wfer. Corporal Ruggle8
fell mortally wounded, and Perry, who 8eized the
rammer all it fell from Ruggle8'8 hand, received a
bnIlet in the arm. Rodd was holding" vent," and
away went his "crazy bone." In quick BUcceBBion
Everett, RoBBiter, and Kursheedt were wounded.
Falconer in P&8lling in rear of the guns was 8truck
behind the ear and fell dead. We were now 80
abort-handed that everyone wasin the work, officers
and men putting their shoulders to the wheel8 and
running up the gun8 after each recoil. The frozen
ground had given way and was all81ush and mud.
We were compelled to call upon the infantry to help
WI at the guns. Eshleman croBBed over from the
rigbt to report his guns nearly out of ammunition;
the other officers reported the same. They were
reduced to a few solid 8hot only. It was now 5
o'clock, P. M., and there was a lull in the storm.
The enemy did not seem inclined to renew his
efforts, 80 our guns were withdrawn one by one,
and the batteries of Woolfolk and Moody were
anbBtituted.

The littlewhitewashed brick-house to the right of
the> redoubt we were in was so battered with bullets
durinf( the four hours and a half engaf{ement that
at the close it was transformed to a bright brick
dWlt red. An old cast·iron stove lay again8t the

house, and as the bullets would strike it it would
give forth the sound of "bing! bingl" with dif
ferent tone8 and variations. During the hottest
of the firing old Mr. Florence, our non-eombatant
friend, was peering around the end of the OOIllMl
(in which, by the way, our wounded took refuge),
looking out to see if his son, who was at the gun,
was all right. A cannon-ball struck the top of the
work, scattering dirt all over WI and profusely
down our nooks, and, striking the end of the house,
carried away a cart-load of bricl.!:s, jU8t where Mr.
Florence had been looking an instant before. We
thought surely he had met his fate, but in a mo
ment we were pleased to see his gray head" bob
up serenely,"determined to see" what was the gage
of the battle."

After withdrawing from the hill the command
was plaoed in bivouac, and the men threw them
selves upon the ground to take a much-needed rest.
We had been under the hottest fire men ever ex
perienced for four hours and a half, and our loss
had been three killed and twenty-four wounded.
Among them was Sergeant John Wood, our If'ad
ing spirit in camp theatricals, who was severely
injured and never returned to duty. One gun was
slightly disabled, and we had exhausted all of our
cani8ter, shell and case shot, and nearly every solid
shot in our chests. At 5: 30 another attack was
made by the enemy, but it was easily repulsed, and
the battle of Fredericksburg was over, and Burn
side was baffied and defeated.

WINTER SPORT III A CONFEDERATE CAJO'>
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NOTES OF A CONFEDERATE STAFF-OFFICER.

BY W. ROY MASON, MAJOR, C. S. A.

F REDERIOKSBURG was the first great battle that a detachment to bury their dead. They have 1&Dded
I saw in its entire scope. Here the situation near your house, 'The Sentry Box! Have you any

of the country - a champaign tract inclosed in objection to taking this reply down f" As he spoke,
hills- offered the opportunity of seeing the troops he handed me a sealed envelope directed to General
on both sides, and the movements down the entire Burnside. I accordingly rode into town and made
lines. I witnessed the magnificent charges made my way down to the river-front of my residence,
on our left by Meagher's Irish Brigade, and was from which Burnside had only that morning ft

also a sorrowful witnells of the death of our noble moved his pontoons. There I found a Fedt>ral
T. R. R. Cobb of Georgia, who fell mortsllywOlmded lieutenant-colonel with two soldiflrs in a boat,
at the foot of the stone-wall just at the door of Mrs. holding a fiag of truce. I handed him the dispatch
Martha Stevens. This woman, the Molly Pitcher and at the same time asked wht>re Burnside wu.
of the war, attended the wounded and the dying He answered, "Just up the hill across the river,
feRrless of consequences, and refused to leave her under an old persimmon-tree, awaiting the dis
house, although, standing just between the advan- patch." Telling him my name, I said: .. GivEl my
cing line of the enemy and the stone-wall, the posi- regards to General Buruside, aud say to him that I
tion was one of danger. It is said that after using thought he was too familiar with the surroundings
all the materials for bandages at her command, she of Fredericksburg to butt his brains out delibt'r
tore from her person most of her garments, even on ately against our stone-walls!'
that bitter cold day, in her anxiety to administer to "Do you know General Buruside rn inquired the
necessities greater than her own. officer.

Mrs. Stevens still lives in her old home at the foot "Oh, yesl" I replied, "he is an old acquaint-
of Marye's Heights, honored by every Confederate ance of mine."
soldier. Not long ago, hearing that she was very .. Then will you wait till I deliver your mt>SS&ge
sick, I went out with a party of gentlemen friends and return f He may have something to say."
who were visitors in Fredericksburg to inquire for " I will wait then," waR my answer.
her. Being told of our visit, she requested her son- In a very short time the Hag of truce returned
in-law to ask me in. When jocularly asked by him with a request from Burnside that I would come
if she was going to invite a gentleman into her over in the boat to see him. I thoroughly appre
sick-room, the old lady replied: " Yes, ask Major dated the fact that I was running the rillk of a
Mason in,- we were old soldiers together." court-martial from my own side in thus going into

After Burnside had withdrawn his forces across the enemy's lines without permission; but being
the Rappahannock, General Lee rode over to that rather privileged person, a statf-officer, from
Marye's Heights, where I then was, and said to me: whom no pass was required and of whom no qut's
"Captain, those people [meaning the enemy] have tions were asked, I determined to accept this in
sent over a Hag of truce, asking permission to send vitation and go over.
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After p&lllling the river and walking leisurely up
the hill, the idle Federal soldiers, seeing a Confed
erate oIBcer on their side and feeling curious
about it, ran down in numbers toward the road.
For the first time I was frightened by this result
of my act, as I feared that our generals on the
hills with their strong glasses, seeing the commo
tion, might inquire into it. As soon as I approached
Blll"J18ide, who met me with the greatest cordiality,
I expressed to him this fear. He at once sent out
couriers to order the soldiers back to camp, and
we then sat down on an old log, and being provided
with crackers, cheese, sardines, and a bottle of
brandy (alllllXuries to a Confl.'derate), we discussed
this lunch as well as the situation. General Burn
side seemed terribly mortified and distressed at
his failure, but said that he wanted me to tell his
old army friends on the other side that he was not
responsible for the attack on Fredericksburg in
the manner in which it was made, as he was him
self under orders, and was not much more than a
figure-head, or words to that effect.

We talked pleasantly for an hour about old
times, Burnside asking me many questions about
former friends and comrades, now on our side of
the fratricidal struggle. When I expressed my
wish to return, he wrapped up a bottle of brandy
to give me at parting, and sent me under escort to
the river. Having recrossed, I mounted my horse
and rode back to Marye's Heights, but, enjoyable
as this escapade had been, I said nothing, of course,
about it to my army friends till long afterward.

That day I witnessed with pain the burial of
many thoueands of Federal dead that had fallen
at Fredericksburg. The night before, the ther
mometer must have fallen to zero, and the bodies
of the slain ha.d frozen to the ground. The ground
was (rozen nearly a foot deep, and it W&8 necell8&ry
to use pick-axes. Trenches were dug on the battle
field and the dead collected and laid in line for
burial. It W&8 a sad sight to see these brave
soldiers thrown into the trenches, without even a
blanket or a word of prayer, and the heavy clodl
thrown upon them; but the most sickening sight
of all was when they threw the dead, some four or
five hundred in number, into Wallace's empty ice
bo118tl, where they were found - a heeatombof skel
eto1Ul-afterthe war. In 1866-66 some shrewd

Yankee contractors obtained government sanction
to disinter all the Federal dead on the battle-fields
of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, the Wilder
ness, and Spotsylvania Court House. They were to
be paid pet· capita. When I went out to see the
skeletons taken from the ice-house, I found the con
tractor provided with unpainted boxes of common
pine about six feet long and twelve inches wide;
but I soon saw that this scoundrel W&8 dividing the
remaius so as to make as much by his contract as
possible. I at once reported what I had seen to
Colonel E. V. Sumner, Jr., then in command of the
Sub-district of the Rappahannock. He was utterly
shocked at this vandalism. I afterward heard that
the contract W&ll taken away from the fellow and
given to more reliable parties.

One morning about this time I was at breakfast,
when the servant, terribly frightened, announced
a sergeant and file of soldiers in my porch asking
for me. The ladies immediately imagined that
this squad had been sent to arrest me, as they had
heard more than once that charges would be pre
ferred against me by the United States Govern
ment for extreme partisanship. Going to the door,
I was told by the sergeant that Colonel Sumner
had sent him to me to inquire as to the burial
places of the Federal soldiers whom I had found
dead upon my lot and in my house after the battle
of Fredericksburg. I told him that I had found
one Federal soldier stretched on one of my beds.
In my parlor, lying on the floor, was another whose
entire form left its imprint in blood on the Hoor,
as may be seen to this day. In my own cham
ber, sitting up in an old-fashioned easy-chair, I
ha.d found a Federal lieutenant-colonel. When I
entered, I supposed him to be alive, as the back
of his head wal toward me. Much startled, I
approached him, to find that he had been shot
through the neck, and, probably, placed in that
upright position that he might better breathe. He
W&8 quite dead. I had all these bodies, and five
or lix others found in my yard, buried in one grave
on the wharf. They had been killed, no doubt, by
Barksdale's MiBBiBBippi brigade, in their retreat
from my lot. I made my report at Sumner's head
quarters, after which I took the burial squad to
the grave, and then returned home to quiet the
apprehensions of my family.



THE REMOVAL OF McCLELLAN.

BY RIOHARD B. IRWIN, LIEUTENANT-OOLONEL, A88ISTANT ADJUTAN~ENERAL,U. S. V.

I N some former notes1I tried to trace with an
impartia.l hand, and without intruding any prej

udice or opinion of my own, the cOUl'lle of the un·
fortunate differences that had arisen between the
Government and the commander of the Army of the
Potomac. The acute stage was reached on the
Peninsula; Pope's campaign marked the first crisis.
On the 1st of September McClellan found himself
a general without an army. On the 2d the Govern
ment gave him what was left of two armies, and
only asked him to defend the capital. On the
5th the troops were in motion; on the 7th, without
another word, and thus, as appea.rs probable, over
stepping the intentions of the Government, ~ he
set out to meet Lee in Maryland; and, moving
deliberately under repeated cautions, ten days
later he once more grappled fiercely with his
antagonist, who stood waitiug on the banks of
the Antietam. Antietam strained the back of
the Confederacy.

Hardly had the echo of the guns died away than
again the angry ink began to t1.ow. To follow ita
track would here be as tedious and unnecessary as
it must always be painful. The sullen stage of the
disorder had been reached; coUapllewas800ntofol
low. As one turns the pages of the history of the
seven weeks after Antietam, or the scattered leaves
that are some time to be gathered into history, it
is impossible not to realize that we are reading or
the last days of the first a.nd best-loved commandf'r
of the Army of the Potomac; that the last hour
is not far off.

Without going into the details, and without at
tempting to pass judgment, it must be sa.id that no
candid person, knowing anything of war a.nd armies.
can doubt that the Army of the Potomac, in the
last days of September and early October, 1862.
needed nearly everything before beginning a fresh
campaign of its own choice. For some things, sue.h
as ShOIlS, the troops were really suffering. It ill

I" The Administration tn the Pentnsnlar camp~," which never became known to General )leCleUau... to
Vol. n otthie work, p. 436; "Washington under Banks," organ1ze an army for active operations • . • Independ
Vol. IL of this work, p. Ul. ent of tile forces he may deem neceMary for the de-
~ Bee Vol. II.. p. M2, and note. This Is strongly con- fense ot Washington, when snch active army eball

finned by Ch8lle's diary, Beptember 2 (Warden's u LIte of take the field." (" Oftlelal Records," Vol. XIX., Part II.•
CbBlIe," p. Mil): "The President repeated that the whole p. 189.)
scope of the order WBll simply to direct McClellan to put The publtehed extracts trom Ch88e's diary, thoulth
the troops Into the torttficattontl ROd command them tor volwnlnons In the earUer Rtages. are l!1lent on the lRlb
the defense of Washington." 8eptember 3d (lind., p. 460). Ject of McCleUan's final removal. In Warden's" LIfe of
the diary says: " .•. t.he President ••• &lI8med Chase" (p. 1lO6) we read: "Another chapter' olfe!re a
him [Popel •.• that McClellan's command was only tew words relattug to our hero's responslblllty for that
temporary, and gave him 1'6lUlon to expect that another fall," and the toot-note reters us to u, Post Chapter
army ot active operations would be organized at once LYII.," bnt not another 'Word Is said, and "Chaptflr
which he (Pope] would lead." The 8&10(\ evening (Bep- LVI., Conclusion," ends the hook. Thie ie at taut carl
tember3d) the President gave General Halleck an order. OUll, it not 8lgnl1lcaot.-R. B. I.
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equally evident that the duty of providing these
f'ssential supplies rested with the administrative
services in Washington; that some of the supplies
did not reaeh the troops for a long time, ~ and that
Ct"rtain subordinate chiefs were at least indulged in
expending an amount of energy in combating the
earnest reprf'sentations that came pouring in from
the army on the field i that they, orsome one, might
wf'll have been required to devote to the task of
seeing that the supplies reached the troops who
nf'eded them, instead of resting content with per
fnnetory declarations that the stores had "been
sent." Nor can any commander of an army be
bl&med for not liking this. The wonder is, that a
railway journey of a few hours should have stood
in the way of a complete understanding and swift
remedy, on one side or the other.

President Lincoln visited General McClellan on
the] at of October, and went over the battle-fields
of South Mountain, Crampton's Gap, and Antietam
in his company. When the President left him on
the 4th, General McClellan appears to have been
under the impression that his military acts and
plana were satiBfaetory.} What these plans were
at this time, beyond the reorganizationand refitting
of his army, in the absence of direct evidence, one
can but conjecture from a passage that occurs in
a private letter dated October 2d, printed in II Mc
Clellan's Own Story" (p. 664). "His [the Presi
dent's] oRtensible purpose is to see the troops and
the battle-field; I incline to think that the real
purpose of his visit is to push on into a premature
R.dvance into Virginia. • . • The real truth is
that my army is not fit to advance." , However, on
the 6th, two days after Mr. Lincoln's departure,
General Halleck telegraphed to General McClellan:

.. The PreIIldent d1rectB that you C1'08ll the PotomBC
aDd give battle to the enemy or drive him IIOUth. Your
army mUllt move now, while the row ure good. It you
CraM the river between the enemy BUd WB8h1ngton BUd
cover the latter by your operation, you CBU be -el!n
forced with 80,000 men. If you move up the valley of the
Sbenaudoah, not more than 1~,000 or 15,000 CBD be sent
to you. The President BIlv1BeB the interior line between
WII8h1ngton and tbe enemy, bnt does not order It. He Is
very c1elItrous that yonr army move BB 1I00n BI'l poBBIble."

General McClellan at first selected the valley
route, but the tardy delivery of supplies delayed
his movement, and when he began crossing the

~ In part1cnlar the statement of General Bufus In·
~18("OmctalRecords," Vol. XIX., Part I., p. 95) seems
to me conclwdve, altbou«h the contrary view is strongly
lIA-Id by high aothortty.- R. B. I.

jl .. We opent lIOme time on the battle-field and con
venoed fully on the state of a1!'a1rB. He told me that he
....a... entirely nttsfled with me and with all that I had
done; that he would stBDd by me aga.l.nat 'all comers';
that he wished me to continue my prepamtions for a
W'.... campaign, not to stir BU Inch until fully ready, BUd
....hen ready to do what I thonght best. He repeated that
he WBll entirely 8&t1Rfled with me; that I should be let
alone; tbat he would stBDd by me. I have no donbt he
meant exactly what he said. He parted from me with
the atmost eordiaUty. We never met again on this
earth." [" McClellan's Own Story," pp. 627, 6~.J

\ Pr'eJddent Lincoln's views BB to the comparative
ft'adtnMs to move of tbe Federal and Confederate armleR
may be foond terselyexpre88tld in bIB letter to General
XecleUan, .lated Oetober 18tb.186~, printed on p. 105.* Among other thingB, Stuart cro8Bed the PotomBC

Potomac on the 26th and advanced a few days
later, the circumstances had somewhat changed.R
Then, leaving the Twelfth Corps to hold Harper's
Ferry, he marched down the eastern side of the
Blue Ridge, as the President had originally desired,
picked up the Third and Eleventh corps and Bay
ard's division of cavalry on striking the ro.ilway
opposite Thoronghf&re Gap, and on the 6th of
November made his headquarters at Rectortown,
with all his arrangements in progress for concen
trating the army near Warrenton.

This movement in effect (althongh General Mc
Clellan does not appear to have known it definitely
until three days later) placed the Army of the
Potomac, with 0. force double that of the Army of
Northern Virginia, Jbetween the two halves of that
army, farther separated by the Blue Ridge; for Lee,
with Longstreet's corps, had moved to Culpeper as
soon as it was seen that McClellan was advancing
east of the Blue Ridge, OJ, and Jackson was still in
the Shenandoah, distant several days' march.

On that very day, November 5th, the President,
with his own hand, wrote the following order : ~~

"EXBCUTIVB XANSIOJII,
WASHINGTON, , 186 .

" By'di rection of the Pnl81dent it Is ordered that M"or
General McClellan be relieved from the commBUd of the
Army of the PotomBC, and that M"or-General BU1'lI8lde
take command of that army. Also that M"or-Geneml
Hunter take commBUd of the corps In BBid army now
commBUded by General Burnside.

"That M"or-General F1tz John Porter be relieved
from the oommBUd of the corps he now commands In
said army, and that M"or·General Hooker take com
mBUd Qf said corps.

"The general-Inoehlef Is authorized, In [hIB] discretion.
to IBsue an order sUbstant1ally B8 the above, forthwith
or B8 IlOOn as he may deem proper.

"A. LINCOLN.
"November 5th, 1118~."

Forthwith the following orders were issued:
"HBADQUARTEBB OF TIlE ARKY,

WASHDlGTON, November 5th, 188~.

"MAJOa-GEJIIEllAL MCCLBLLAlr, CommBUding, etc.
GBNERAL: On receipt of the order of the Pres1dent, Bent
herewith, yon wUl immediately tum over your com
mand to M"or-General Bums1de, and repair to Trenton.
N. J., reporting, on your arrival at that place, by tele.
graph, for further orders.

"Very reapectfu1ly, your obedient servBUt.
" H. W. HALLECK,

" General-In-Chief."

at WUllamsport on the 10th of Oc.tober, on hlB famoull
raid Into MarylBUd and PennsylvBD1a, rode completely
round the rear ot the Army of the Potomac, and, eluding
PleBBOnton's vigorous but lneffectual pursuit, safely
re<lrolllled the river near the mouth of the Monocacy.
One efl'ect of this raid on tbe mind of the President 111
indicated in BU BUecdote related In "Washington under
BBUks," VoL II. of thIB work, p. M'.-B. B. I.

JThe "Oftlc1al Recordll" Show that McClellan's effect
Ive force WBB about r'5,OOO, LeP,'s about 7~,000. Long
street and Jackson 6BCh had. about 82,000.- B. B. I.
~ Lee's orders tor LongRtreet'a movement ar'l dated

October~. The Army of the Potomoo had not then
finished llro88lng the rlver.- R. B. I.

~~It Is virtually certain that GflneraI McClellan never
saw this order, which, In the form BB written by the
President, WBI'l never promulgated. General Hunter
WBB not placed In commBUd of BllrnJlide's corps. Hooker
WBB ordered to reUeve Porter by Special Orden from tbe
War Department, AdJutBUt-General's Otllce, dated Nc.
vember lotb, 188~.



104 THE REMOVAL OF MCCLELLAN.

Thi8 order was incl08ed :

"W.A.B DBPABTllBKT. ADJuT,urr-GDBIlAL'8 OPFlCK,
W MRINoroN, November lith, 18112•.

"GBNEIUL OBDBBIl. No. 182: By direction of the
PreB1dent of the United 8tateR, It 1B ordered that Ml\Ior
General McClellan be relleved from the command of the
Army or the Potomac, and that Ml\Ior-General Bnmeide
take the command of that army.

" By order of the 8ecretary of War :
"E. D. ToWN8EXD.

" A881etant AclJutant-General."

If we except Halleck's rflport of October 28th,
obvionsly called for and furnished as a record,
and containing nothing new, no cause or reason
was ever made public either officially or in any
one of the many informal modes in which ofll.cial
action so often finds it convenient to let itself be
known until the appearance in "The Century"
magazine for February. 1889, in which Mesers.
HII.Y and Nicolay make it clear that the President
had 80me time before made up his mind to remove
McClellan "if he should permit Lee to cross the
Blue Ridge and place himself between Richmond
and the Army of the Potomac."

General C. P. Buckingham, the confidential assist
ant adjutant-general of the Secretary of War, bore
these orders from Washington by a special train.
He arrived atRectortown in a blinding snow-8torm.
First calling upon Bumside to deliver to him a
counterpart of the order, late on the night of No
vember 7th these two officers proceeded together
to General McClellan's tent. McClellan uy. : "It

"I at once [when he heard of Bncttngham'B arrival]
81I8pected that he brought the order reIteving me from
command, but kept my own counsel. lAte at night I
WIl8 elttlng alone In my tent, writing to my wife. AlI
the etalr were Il8leep. 8uddenly some one booked
upon the tent-pole, and upon my invitation to enter
there appeared Bnmslde and Buc1l:lngham' both look·
Ing very solemn. I received them 1I:lndly and oom·
menced oonveraatlon upon PDeral su~ta in the most
unconcerned manner poulble. After a few moments
Bnc1I:lngham Bald to BnmBlde: •Well, General., I thlnk

o/t"XoClft11an'8 Own Story." pp. sn,w.
~ General Bao1l:lnllh8P' In a letter prtllted In the

"Chicago Trlbunc," of 8eptember 'th.l87li (quoted In the
"W8tery of the CIvil War tn Amertoa," by the Comte de
Part8, Vol. IL, p. 11III). wrttell 8ublltanttaIJy to the lI&IDe
del¢. He al80 IltateB that General BurnBlde at flnt
deollned the llOIDmand (1l8 there 18 good reuon for bellev
Ing he had done twlee before, namely, In Augu8t, and
IIjJIItn early In 8ept6mber). He adds: "General Xc
Clellan hll8 hlm86lf bome teBtlmony to the 1I:lnd manner
In whieh J eommlUllcated the order, and I can bear
te8ttmoll7 to h1B prompt and oheerflll obedleDee to
tt."-R. B.I.

; .. HlBtory of the 8etlond Army Corps," by General
Frane18 A. Wal1I:er. p. 187.

From" MeCIellan'e Last 8ervtee to the Republle," hy
George Tlc1l:nor Curt1B (N. Y.: D. Appleton'" Co.), pp.
81.... we ta1I:e the followlng dllBCrtptlon of XeCIellan'8
farewell to the Army of the Potomac :

.. After he had l"Il86hed Warrentcm, IL day _ 8pIlIlt ID
viewing the po8ltton o( the troopa ad In oonferenllBll with
Ooner&! Bnrn81de reepectlng future ope,...ttonL In the
conrae of that d..,. the onIer w.. pubU.hed, ....d OBnel'lll
MoClellan tuued a f&rBwell addr !D the army. On the
eveDing of 8undILY, the 9th, there an aBIIB1Ilblyof olBeera
..ho ClUDe !D tAke 1000ve of him. On the 10th he visited 80me
of the VILrioua ClUDPS. and amid the Impaaaloned cries and
demon8tr&ttoua of the men he took IL I..t look of the troo"s
..ho had follo..ed him ..Ith such unf&ltering devotion. 'H18.

we had better tell General MeClellan the object of our
vlBit.· I very pleaeantly Bald that I 8honld be glad to
learn tt. Whereupon Buc1l:tughaDl handed me the two
orden of which be WlUl the bearer. • . .

"I II&W that both-.-pecta1ly Buc1l:lngham-wl'l'tl
watching me moet Intently whtle I opened and read the
orden. I read the papen with a smile, Immediately
tnmed to BDrnBide, and 8ald: 'Well, BurnBlde, I turn
the oommand over to yon.'" I

The movements of troops that had already been
begun were completed on the 8th and 9th, at Gen
eral BurIIllide's request; but there the eX8Clltion
of General McClellan's plan8 stopped. Burnside
tumed to the left and mused his army on the
Rappahannock, opposite Fredericksburg; Lee
conformed to this movement, called in Jackson,
and concentrated on the opposite heights. The
diSll8ter of Fredericksburg followed.

On the 10th McClellan bade farewell to the
Army of the Potomac. As he rode between the
line8, formed almost of their own accord to do
honor for the last time to their beloved com
mander, grief and diAppointment were on every
face, and manly tears stood in many an eye that
had. learned to look on war without a tremor.
In the simple, touching words of the gallant and
accomplished Walker: "Every heart was filled
with love and grief; every voice WIl8 rai8ed in
shouts expreBBive of devotion and in~ation;

and when the chief had passed out of sight, the
romance of war WIl8 over for the Army of the
Potomac.";

In all that the8e brave men did, in all that they
.dared, and great were their deeds, unspeakable
their sufterings, never, perhaps, were their devotion
and loyalty more nobly proved than by their in
stant obedience to this order. unwi88ly wnmg
from the President a8 many of them believed. it
to have been, yet 8till for them, &8 American 801
diers, &8 American citizens, an implicit mandate.
The men who could talk 80 glibly of "pl'llltorian
guards" knew little of the Army of the Potomac.

tory,' he said to the olBeera who crowded U'OllJI4 him -' hia
!Dry wUl do Juetlce to the Army of tbe potomac, even II the
P1'eMllt geDllI'ILtion does not. I feel .. II I had been Intlmatfoly
oonnected with each and all of you. Nothingla more blndlnlf
than the friendship of comp&lliona In &nOB, M..,. you all In
future preserve the IIlgh reputation of our ILrmy.....d ....rve
all .. well ad faithfully .. you hlLve B6rved me.' On the
11th, ILt Warrenton IUllctlon, he entered ...ltll hla staa' IL rail·
road train that w.. about to atartto..ard W..hlngton. He....
tbere _ 8tationed IL det&chmeut of 2000 -IlL TIl,,)"
were dr&W11 up ID Uno, ....d a aalute waa 1Irflll.. Them then
broke their I'8IIkB, BUrI'OnDded the car In whlclllle __•
uncoupled It trom the train and ra.n It _k. IDlIIaUDlf ...Ildly
t1ult lie ahould not leave them, ad ntterlng the blttforr"t
ImpreclLtiona &g&inst tb..... who had deprived Ulem of their
beloved commander. The lICene h.. been deacrlbed to ue by
an olBeer who ..... pl'6llent .. one of fearful excitement. The
moment ...... critical. One ...ord. one look of enoo1lJ'al!ement.
the IItt1Dgof allnlrer, would have been the ldJ(Dal for" ""volt
apinat lawful ILuthorlfy, the ooneequencell of ...hich no m ...
can me&l!ure. McClellan lltAlpped npon the tront p1&1lorm of
the clLr. and there .... InlltaDt 1d18llce. BIB add!'BIIII waa
Bhort. It ended In the memorable words, •8tand by O..neral
Burnldde .. you hlLve stood by me, and ILII ..III be w..n.' The
80Idtera ..ere calm..... They rolled the oar on..ard, recoupled
It to the train, ....d with one long ILIJd moumful hu.... bade
t&rewell to their late commander, ..hom many or them .....re
.ll'llttned never to behold &jfR1D. O"neral MCClellan J'O\llA)h<'Cl
W..hlngton on the follo..lng dIL:V, and ..Ithout tarrylnll' for
an honr proceeded at once to Trenton, ..bere h.. ILrrI"OO at
, o'clock In the morning of the 12th. From that 11m......
neverag&In 81LW L1DoolD,or8tantoD. OI'Haneck."-BDITOJUL
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SUMNER'S "RIGHT GRAND DIVISION." J

BY DARIU8 N. COUCH, MAJOR·GENERAL, U. 8. V.

ON the evening of October 15th, 1862, a few days after McCl~llanhad placed
me in command of the Second Corps, then at Harper's Ferry, the com

manding general sent an order for Hancock to take his divisioll the next
morning on a reconnoissance toward Charlestown, about ten miles distant.
The division started in good season, .as directed. About 10 in the morning
General McClellan reined up at my headquarters and asked me to go out
with him to see what the troops were doing. Our people had met the enemy's
outpost five miles from the Ferry, and while artillery shots were being
exchanged, both of us dismounted, walked away by ourselves, and took seats
on 8. ledge of rocks. After a little while McClellan sent to an aide for a map
of Virginia. Spreading it before us, he pointed to the strategic features of the
valley of the Shenandoah, and indicated the movements he intended to make,
which would have the effect of compelling Lee to concentrate in the vicinity,
I think, of Gordonsville or Charlottesville, where a great battle would be
fought. Continuing the conversation, he said, "But I may not have command
of the army much longer. Lincoln is down on me," and, taking a paper from
his pocket, he gave me my first intimation of the President's famous letter. ~

jIt i.e dne to General Conch to state that, with doing' Bhouldyonnotc1aimtobeatleasthisequal
lilDited time in which to prepare this paper, he in prowe88, and act upon the claim'" Further on
dietated it to a stenographer in answer to que.. the President says: "Change positions with the
tiona by the editors bearing chidy on hill personal enemy, and think you not he would break your
neolleetion..- EDlTOB8. communication with Richmond within the next

• Lincoln's letter is dated October 13th, 1862, twenty-four hourd You dread hill going into
aDd betPna: "My DBAR Bm,-You remember my PeJU1llYlv&Illaj but if he does 80 in full foroe, he
~toyouofwhatIcalledyourover~autiotlll-giVetl up his communication to you absolutely,
-. Are yon not over~autioUiwhen you lIo8Il1UDe and you have nothing to do but to follow and ruin
that yon cannot do what the eDemy ia aon.tautly him.... &elUlive of the watel'-line, yon are

VOL. III. 8. 101
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He read it aloud very carefully, and when it was finished I told him I thought
there was no ill-feeling in the tone of it. He thought there was, and
quickly added, "Yes, Couch, I expect to be relieved from the Army of the
Potomac, and to have a command in the West; and I am going to take three
or four with me," calling off by their names four prominent officers. I
queried if " so and so" would be taken along, naming one who was generally
thought to be a great favorite with McClellan. His curt reply was, ".No, I
sha'n't have him."

This brief conversation opened a new world for me. I had never before
been to any extent his confidant, and I pondered whether on a change of the
commanders of the Army of the Potomac the War Department would allow
him to choose the generals whose names had been mentioned. I wondered
what would be the future of himself and those who followed his fortunes in
that untried field. These and a crowd of other kindred thoughts quite
oppressed me for several days. But as the time wore on, and preparations
for the invasion of Virginia were allowed to go on without let or hindrance
from Washington, I naturally and gladly inferred that McClellan's fears of
hostile working against him were groundless. However, the blow came, and
soon enough.

On the 8th of November, just at dark, I had dismounted, and, standing
in the snow, was superintending the camp arrangements of my troops,
when McClellan came up with his staff, accompanied by General Burnside.
McClellan drew in his horse, and the first thing he said was:

"Couch, I am relieved from the command of the army, and Burnside is my
successor."

I stepped up to him and took hold of his hand, and said, " General McClel
lan, I am sorry for it." Then, going around the head of his horse to Burnside,
I said, "General Burnside, I congratulate you."

Burnside heard what I said to General McClellan; he turned away his head,
and made a broad gesture as he exclaimed:

" Couch, don't say a word about it."
His manner indicated that he did not wish to talk about the change; that

he thought it was not good policy to do so, nor the place to do it. He told me
afterward that he did not like to take the command, but that he did so to
keep it from going to somebody manifestly unfit for it. I assumed that he
meant Hooker. Those of us who were well acquainted with Burnside knew
that he was a brave, loyal man, but we did not think that he had the military
ability to command the Army of the Potomac.

McClellan took leave on the 10th. Fitz John Porter sent notes to the
corps commanders, informing them that McClellan was going away, and
suggesting that we ride about with him. Such a scene as that leave-taking

now nearer Richmond than the enemy ill, by the Ilen, McCIUl'lJ & Compall1') Isaae N. Arnold makell
route that you ca.. and he ",we take." And in Prellident Lineoln oy: .. With all hill failings as a
conoluaion: "It ill all easy if our troOPIl marc'll &II Iloldier, MeClellan ill a ple&llant and Ileholal'ly gen
well &II the enemy, and it ill unmanly to oy they tleman. He ill an admirable engineer, but he
cannot do it. Thill letter ill in no Ilenlle an order." 8eemll to have a 8pecial talent fol' a ,tatWltary

In hill" Lifeof Abraham Lincoln" (Chieago : Jan- ""!I'tIe."- EDITOBB.
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CBATILUlo OPP081TB I'BEDBllICKllBUBO, ALSO ItlIOWN 1.8 mE" LACY BOU8E," FBOX A WAB-TIXE PBOTOOBAPB.

had never been known in our army. Men shed tears and there was great
excitement among the troops. [See p. 104.]

I think the soldiers had an idea that McClellan would take care of them,
would not put them in places where they would be unnecessarily cut up; and
if a general has the confidence of his men he is pretty strong. But officers
and men were determined to serve Burnside loyally.

A day or two &fterward Burnside called the corps commanders together,
mapped out a course that he intended to pursue; and, among other things, he
said that he intended to double the army corps, and he proposed to call the three
new commands - or doubles-"grand divisions." Under this arrangement
my corps, the Second, and Willcox's, the Ninth, which had been Burnside's,
formed the Right Grand Division under General Sumner. When Sum
ner and I arrived near Falmouth, opposite Fredericksburg, November 17th,
we found the enemy in small force in readiness to oppose our crossing the
Rappahannock. Everybody knew that Lee would rush right in; we could see
it. If the pontoons had been there, we might have crossed at once. [See p.
121.] Yet we lay there nearly a month, while they were fortifying before our
eyes; besides, the weather was against us. Under date of December 7th, my
diary contains this entry: "Very cold; plenty of snow. Men suffering; cold
outdoors, ice indoors in my room."

Sumner's headquarters were at the Lacy House, while the Second Corps lay
back of the brow of the hill behind Falmouth.

On the night of the 9th, two nights before the crossing, Sumner called a
council to discuss what we were to do, the corps, division, and brigade com
manders being present. The result was a plain, free talk all around, in which
words were not minced, for the conversation soon drifted into a marked dis
approbation of the manner in which Burnside contemplated meeting the
enemy.

Sumner seemed to feel badly that the officers did not agree to Burnside's
mode of advance. That noble old hero was so faithful and loyal that he wanted,
even against impossibilities, to carry out everything Burnside suggested. I
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THE PllILLlPB HOU8E, BURN8IDE'8 HEADQUARTER/!.
FaOlll A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN WHILE TUE 1I0U811: WAS BURNlSG.

should doubt if his judgment concurred. It was only chivalrous attachment
to Burnside, or to any commander. But there were not two opinions among
the subordinate officers as to the rashness of the undertaking.

Somebody told Burnside of our views, and he was irritated. He asked us
to meet him the next night at the Lacy House. He said he understood, in a
general way, that we were opposed to his plans. He seemed to be rather

severe on Hancock,-to my
surprise, for I did not think
that officer had said as much
as myself in opposition to
the plan of attack. Burn
side stated that he had
formed his plans, and all he
wanted was the devotion of
his men. Hancock made a
reply in which he disclaimed
any personal discourtesy,
and said he knew there was
a line of fortified heights on
the opposite side, and that it

would be pretty difficult for us to go over there and take them. I rose after
him, knowing that I was the more guilty, and expressed a desire to serve
Burnside, saying, among other things, that if I had ever done anything in
any battle, in this one I intended to do twice as much. French came in
while I was talking. He was rather late, and in his bluff way exclaimed:
" Is this a Methodist camp-meeting' "

The heights on the morning of the 11th, before the bridges were thrown
across, did not offer a very animated scene, because the troops were mostly hid
den. The bombardment for the purpose of dislodging the sharp-shooters who
under cover of the houses were delaying the bridge-making, was terrific, while
the smoke settled down and veiled the scene. After the bombardment had
failed to dislodge the enemy, the 7th Michigan and the 19th and the 20th
:Massachusetts of Howard's division sprang into the pontoons, and rowing
themselves over drove away Barksdale's sharp-shooters. This gallant action
enabled the engineers to complete the bridges. Howard's division was the
first to cross by the upper bridge [see map, p. 74], his advance having a lively
fight in the streets of Fredericksburg. Hawkins's brigade of Willcox's corps
occupied the lower part of the town on the same evening, and the town was not
secured without desperate fighting. I went over the next morning, Friday,
the 12th, with Hancock's and French's divisions. The remainder of Willcox's
corps crossed and occupied the lower part of the town. There was consider
able looting. I placed a provost-guard at the bridges, with orders that nobody
should go back with plunder. An enormous pile of booty was collected there
by evening. But there came a time when we were too busy to guard it, and
I suppose it was finally carried off by another set of spoilers. The troops
.of the two corps bivouacked that night in the streets and were not per-
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mitted to make fires. Late on that day we had orders to be ready to cross
Hazel Run, which meant that we were to join Franklin. That was the only
proper move to make, since we had done just what the enemy wanted us to
do,-had divided our army. r.che conditions were favorable for a change of
position unknown to the enemy, since the night was dark and the next morn
ing was foggy. But it would have been very difficult to make the movement.
I was much worried in regard to building the necessary bridges over Hazel
Run and the dangers attending a flank movement at night in the presence of
the enemy. But the order to march never came. The orders that were given
by Burnside showed that he had no fixed plan of battle. After getting in
the face of the enemy, his intentions seemed to be continually changing.

Early the next morning, Saturday, the 13th, I received orders to make an
assanlt in front. My instructions came from General Sumner, who did not
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cross the river during the fight, owing to a special understanding with which
I had nothing to do, and which related to his supposed rashness. At Fair
Oaks, Antietam, and on other battle-fields he had shown that he was a hard
fighter. He was a grand soldier, full of honor and gallantry, and a man of
great determination.

.-:.--+--11---%-..•.-- --.

ntBDBBICK8BURG PROJ( THB EAST B..Ul'K OF THB IUPPARAJlIl'lOCK-L

As I have said, on that Saturday morning we were enveloped in a heavy
fog. At 8: 15, when we were still holding ourselves in readiness to move
to the left, I received the following order:

"HEADQUARTERS, RIGHT GRAND DIVISION, NEAR FALMOUTH, VA., December 12th, 1862.
"MUOR-GENERAL COUCH, Commanding Second Corps d'Armee.

" GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say to you that General Willcox baa
been ordered to extend to the left, so as to connect with Franklin's right. You will extend your
right so far as to prevent the possibility of the enemy occupying the upper part of the town.
You will then form a column of a division for the purpose of pushing in the direction of the
Plank and Telegraph roads, for the purpose of seizing the heights in rear of the town. This
column will advance in three lines, with such intervals as you may judge proper, this movement
to be covered by a heavy line of skirmishers in front and on both Hanks. You will hold another
division in readiness to advance in support of this movement, to be formed in the same manner
as the leading division. Particular care and precaution must be taken to prevent collision with
our own troops in the fog. The movement will not commence nntil you receive orders. The
watchword will be, 'ScottI' Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

"J. H. TAYLOR, Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General.

" P. S. The major-general thi,nks that, as Howard's division led into the town, it is prolJe!
that one of the others take the advance."
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French was at once directed to prepare his division in three brigade lines
for the advance, and Hancock was to follow with his division in the same
order. The distance between the brigade lines was to be about 200 yards.

Toward 10 o'clock the fog began to lift; French reported that he was ready,
I signaled to Sumner, and about 11 o'clock the movement was ordered to begin.
French threw out a strong body of skirmishers, and his brigades filed out of
town as rapidly as possible by two parallel streets, the one on the right, which

I'BBDEIUCKIIBURG nOJ( TUB B.A.8T HAl(][ 01' TUB B.lPPAHAlfNOCK-n.

was Hanover street, running into the Telegraph road, and both leading direct
to Marye's Hill, the stronghold of the enemy. On the outskirts of the town the
troops encountered a ditch, oreana!, so deep as to be almost impassable except at
the street bridges, and, one of the latter being partly torn up, the troops had to
cross single file on the stringers. Once across the canal, the attacking forces
deployed under the bank bordering the plain over which they were to charge.
This plain was obstructed here and there by houses and fences, notably at a .
fork of the Telegraph road, in the narrow angles of which was a cluster of
houses and gardens; and also on the parallel road just south of it, where stood
a large square brick house. This cluster of houses and the brick house were
the rallying-points for parts of our disordered lines of attack. The fork in
the road and the brick house were less than 150 yards from the stone-wall, .
which covered also as much more of the plain to the left of the brick house.
A little in advance of the brick house a slight rise in the ground afforded
protection to men lying down, against the musketry behind the stone-wall,
but not against the converging fire of the artillery on the heights. My head
quarters were in the field on the edge of the town, overlooking the plain.

A few minutes after noon French's division charged in the order of Kim
ball's, Andrews's, and Palmer's brigades, a part of Kimball's men getting into
the cluster of houses in the fork of the road. Hancock followed them in the
order of Zook's, Meagher's, and Caldwell's brigades, the two former getting
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nearer to the stone-wall than any who had gone before, except a few of
Kimball's men, and nearer than any brigade which followed them.

Without a clear idea of the state of affairs at the front, since the smoke and
light fog veiled everything, I sent word to French and Hancock to carry the
enemy's works by storm. Then I climbed the steeple of the court-honse, and
from above the haze and smoke got a clear view of the field. Howard, who
was with me, says I exclaimed, "Oh, great God! see how onr men, our poor
fellows, are falling! " I remember that the whole plain was covered with men,
pro~traw and dropping, the live men running here and there, and in front
closing upon each other, and the wounded coming back. The commaIlds
spemed to be mixed up. I had never before seen fighting like that, nothing
approaching it in terrible uproar and destruction. There was no cheering on
the part of the men, but a stubborn determination to obey orders and do
their duty. I don't think there was much feeling of success. As they
charged the artillery fire would break their formation and they would get
mixed; then they would close up, go forward, receive the withering infantry
fire, and those who were able would run to the houses and fight as best they
could; and then the next brigade coming up in succession would do its duty
and melt like snow coming down on warm ground.

I was in the steeple hardly ten seconds, for I saw at a glance how they
were being cut down, and was convinced that we could not be successful in
front, and that our only chance lay by the right. I immediately ordered
Howard to work in on the right with the brigades of Owen and Hall, and
attack the enemy behind the stone-wall in flank, which was done. Before he
could begin this movement both Hancock and French had notified me that
they must have support or they would not be responsible for the maintenance
of their position. Sturgis, of Willcox's corps, who had been supporting my
left, sent the brigades of Ferrero and Nagle to the fruitless charge.

About 2 o'clock General Hooker, who was in command of the Center
Grand Division (Stoneman's and Butterfield's corps), came upon the field.
At an earlier hour Whipple's division of Stoneman's corps had crossed the
river and relieved Howard on the right, so that the latter might join in the
attack in the center, and Griffin's division of Butterfield's corps had come
over to the support of Sturgis. Humphreys and Sykes, of the latter corps,
came to my support. Toward 3 o'clock I received the following dispatch:

" HEADQUARTERS, RIGHT GRAND DIVISION, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, Dec. 13th, 1862.-2:4Q P. M.

GENERAL COUCH: Hooker has beenordered to put in everything. You must holdonuntil he comes
in. By command of Brevet Major-General SUMNER. W. G. JONES, Lieut., Aide-de-camp, etc."

NOTE TO ILLUSTRATION.- The Artillery Reserve near the center of the ridge, and consisting of 27
posted on the eMtem bank of the river comprised guns; the Left Division, under Captain G. A. De
foUl" eommands, as follows: the Right Division, Russy, numbering 42 guns. When the order was
under Lieutenant-Colonel William Hays, extend- given to fire npon the town, only the guns of the
ing from Falmonth down to the ravine, about 500 Right Center and Left Center could be brought to
yarda below Falmouth (see map, p. 74), Bnd con- bear effectually. Hays's batteries delivered a few
IriBting of 40 rifled guns; the Right CenterDivision, shots. Tyler's guns opened fire, doing but little
UDder Colonel C. H. Tompkins, consisted of 38 execution. Colonel Tompkins reported that his bat
gu~; the Lt.-ft Center Division, nnder Colonel R. teries opened at 12: 30 P. H. under orders to bnm
O. Tyler, occnpying the crest of the ridge from the the town, and ceMed firing at 2: 30 P. H., at which
middle bridge southward to the wooded ravine time several buildings were buming.-EDITOBB.
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carry that hill by a front assault; the only chance we have is to try to get
in on the right." Hooker replied, "I will talk with Hancock." He talked with
Hancock, and after a few minutes said, "Well, Conch, things are in such
a state I must go over and tell Burnside it is no use trying to carry this line
here,"- or words to that effect,- and then he went off. His going away
left me again in command. Burnside was nearly two miles distant. It
was not much after 2 o'clock when he went away, and it was about 4
when he returned. This was after Humphreys had made his charge and the
fighting for the d,ay was snbstantially finished. We were holding our lines.

Hooker left word that Humphreys, whose division was ready to advance,
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should take his cue from me. Butterfield also gave Humphreys orders to
that effect. After a lull in the battle General Caldwell, a brigade commaD;der
under Hancock, sent word to the latter that the enemy were retreating
from Marye's house. It was probably only a shifting of the enemy's troops
for the relief of the front line. But, assuming that the report was true,
I said, "General Humphreys, Hancock reports the enemy is falling back;
now is the time for you to go in I" He was ready, and his troops around
him were ready. The order had evidently been expected, and after an
interval of more than twenty-five years I well recollect the grim deter
mination which settled on the face of that gallant hero when he received
the words, "Now is the time for you to go in!" Spurring to his work he
led his two brigades, who charged over precisely the same ground, but
who did not get quite so near to the stone-wall as some of French's and
Hancock's men.!

The musketry fire was very heavy, and the artillery fire was simply tenible.
I sent word several times to our artillery on the right of Falmouth that they
were firing into us, and were tearing our own men to pieces. I thought they
had made a mistake in the range. But I learned later that the fire came
from the guns of the enemy on their extreme left.

Soon after 4 O'clock, or about sunset, while Humphreys was at work, Getty's
division of Willcox's corps was ordered to the charge on our left by the unfin
ished railroad. I could see them being dreadfully cut up, although they
had not advanced as far as our men. I determined to send a battery upon
the plain to shell the line that was doing them so much harm; so I ordered
an aide to teU Colonel Morgan to send a battery across the canal and plant it
near the brick house. Morgan came to me and said: "General, a battery
can't live there." I replied, "Then it must die there!"

Hazard took his battery out in gallant style and opened fire on the enemy's
lines to the left of the Marye House. Men never fought more gallantly, and he
lost a great many men and horses. When Hooker came he ordered Frank's
battery to join Hazard. But this last effort did not last long. In the midst
of it I rode to the brick house, accompanied by Colonel Francis A. Walker,
Lieutenant Cushing, and my orderly, Long. The smoke lay so thick that we
could not see the enemy, and I think they could not see us, but we were aware

~ Lieutenant-Colonel Carswell McClellan, As
8istant Adjutant-General, 8E'rving on General
Humphreys's staff at Fredericksburg, writes to the
edirol'll to correct a statement made in Walker's
"History of the Second Army Corps" [po 181J, as
WE'll as by other writei'll, implying that the charge
of Humphreys's division was supported by Sykes.
Colonel McClellan says:

.. 8yke8's dlvitllon 1uld not ero"Hd tlle Rappahannock
wheD General Humphreys's ftr8t 888ault WB8 made, and
the head of htll column reached the bridge crossIng
the mill-race on the Telegraph road. only after the
1aIIt eharRe made by General Hnmphreys had been
ftp1l1~. General Sykes's Flret Bnd Second Brigades
tI/fert1JtJrd relleved the troops upon the advanced
Hue on the Telegraph road. and experienced one of
the mod trying tolll'll of duty exacted from troops

during the war. H18 Third Brigade remained liBelled
In Frederlclt8burg during the night of December 13th
utb." .

Noticing, also, the denials of General Walker and
othel'll that General Humphreys's men approached
"nearer to the wall than any other troops had
reached," Colonel McClellan cites the fact that
General Humphreys, who made this statement,
was an eye-witness of the scene tram his position
in front of his division, while on the other hand the
officei'll of the burial-parties sent out a week later
(whose evidence has been relied on to support the
opposite view) could hardly have identified the men
of the different commands, because nearly all the
bodies had in the meantime been stripped of their
clothing.- EDITORS.
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THB NINTH CORPS CB0811ING BY THE PONTOON-BRIDGE TO THB BTLUl
BOAT UNVING AT THIii LOWIliIl END OF THE TOWN.
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could be crowded to
gether. The dead were
rolled out for shelter,
and the dead horses were used for breastworks. I know I tried to shelter
myself behind the brick house, but found I could not, on account of the
men already there. The plain thereabouts was dotted with our fallen.
I started to cross to the fork of the road where our men, under Colonel John
R. Brooke, were holding the cluster of houses.

When it became dark the wounded were being brought off the plain, and
Hooker was talking about relieving my men in front by putting in Sykes's
division, and I said, "No! No men shall take the place of the Second Corps
unless General Sumner gives the orders. It has fought and gained that
ground and it shall hold it." Later the order came for Sykes to relieve the
Second Corps, which was done about 11 o'clock.

That night was bitter cold and a fearful one for the front line hugging the
hollows in the ground, and for the wounded who could not be reached. It
was a night of dreadful suffering. Many died of wounds and exposure, and
as fast as men died they stiffened in the wintry air, and on the front line
were rolled forward for protection to the living. Frozen men were placed for
dumb sentries.
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WAREHOUSE Ill' FBEDEJUCIt8BUBG U8ED .f.8 A HOBPITAL.

My corps again bivouacked in the town, and they were not allowed fires
lest they should draw the fire of the enemy's artillery.

At 2 o'clock in the morning Burnside came to my headquarters near the
center of the town. I was lying down at the time. He asked me to tell him
about the battle, and we talked for about an hour. I told him everything
that had occurred. "And now," I said, "General Burnside, you must know
that everything that could be done by troops was done by the Second Corps."
He said, "Couch, I know that j I am perfectly satisfied that you did your
best." He gave no intimation of his plans for the next day. He was cheerful
in his tone and did not seem greatly oppressed, but it was plain that he felt
he had led us to a great disaster, and one knowing him so long and well as
myself could see that he wished hiFJ body was also lying in front of Marye's
Heights. I never felt so badly for a man in my life.

The next day, Sunday, the 14th, our men began digging trenches along the
edge of the town. We were on the alert, for there was some fear of an
assault. Of course
there is no need of
denying that after
the battle the men
became strained.
The pressure of a
fight carries you
through, but after \,;~-;:~~~~~~~~.~
it is aU over and
you have been
whipped you do
not feel very pugnacious. The men, knowing that they had been unsuc
cessful, were in a nervous state, and officers suffered also from the reaction,
the worst of it being that the mass of the army had lost confidence in its
commander.

About midday of the 14th Burnside called a council of war, in which it was
decided to fall back, but to hold Fredericksburg. No attack was made by
us that day, though Burnside had said that he should renew the assault on
Marye's Hill, with his old Ninth Corps, and that he would place himself at
its head. General Getty of that corps, a very gallant officer, touched me as
I passed him and said: "I understand that Burnside has given out that he
intends to lead seventeen regiments to the attack." He urged me strongly
to dissuade him if possible, as it would be a perfect slaughter of men.

At the council Hooker expressed himself as against the movement of
retreat, saying, "We must fight those people. We are over there and we
must fight them." But, as I remember, he did not advocate the plan of
holding Fredericksburg if we were not to renew the fight. I urged that the
army was not in a condition, after our repulse, to renew the assault, but that
we ought to hold Frederiaksburg at all..-hW'A8Jds. I had an argument with
General Burnside upon that point, telling him that I was willing to have him
throw all the responsibility upon me; that if we held the town we should
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THE GBOUWD BETWEEN FREDERICK8BURG AND JlARTK'II BEIGUT8. FRQJI A W AB-TDIK PHOTOGRAPH.

The portico of the Marye mansIon Ie faintly marked
amonl!' tile treell of the hill In the mIddle-background.
The road on the right 18 the end of Hanover 8treet and
the beginning of the Telegraph road, by whIch most of
the attacking troops crolllled the canal, or ditch, and,
tllIng to the lett, formed line under the low bank. In
the mIddle-ground, to the lett of the road, fa Il8tlIl the
Iqn&re brlok honae mentioned by General Couch. Part
of the trooPll orossed the oanal by a street on the lett
parallel with Hanover 8treet, and a few waded. Most
of the dead lay a 8hort dfstanoo beyond the brlok
hoWl8.

Oolonel.John R. Brooke, of Hanoook'lI dlvfslon, was

8ent on the fourth day after the battle with a large detail
to bury the dead. In hl8 omclal report he sayll: .. ThOlle
bodies nearest the enemY'8 workll were recognized 88
belonging to Klmball'8 brigade of Freneh'8 dlvl810n and
to the dIlrerent regiments of Hancock'8 dlvllllon:' In
the two day8 occupIed by the bnrlal he sayll he "found
and burled 913 of our soldiers, and brought to thl8 aide
of the river the bodI611 of live oMoon, maldng a total of
918. Nearly all tho dead were 8trlpped entirely naked
by the enemy:' A woman who lived Inone of theholl8e8
near the 8tone-wall has related that .. the morning atter
the battle the lIeld was blue; but the mornIng after the
Federalll withdrew the 1Iel4 was whlte."-EDrroR&

have a little something to show for the sacrifice of the day before; that the
people would feel we had not failed utterly. It was agreed that Fredericks
burg should be held. Then Burnside dismissed us and sent Hooker and
myself to Fredericksburg to arrange for the defense. We held a council at
the corner of Hanover street.

It was decided that Hooker's troops should hold the town. The question
was how many men would he leave for that purpose, opinions varying from
ten to eighteen thousand. My limit was ten thousand men. General Tyler
turned to me and said: "Make it higher, Genera!." We compromised on
twelve thousand. We remained in the town on the 15th, and that evening
my corps and the Ninth Corps recrossed the river. Next morning we found
that Fredericksburg had been evacuated. When Willcox and I left, we
thought, of course, it would be held. The talk was that during the night
Hooker prevailed upon Burnside to evacuate the town.

Our wing of the army thought the failure of the campaign was due in part
to the fact that we were put in where we ought not to have been. We were
asked to achieve an impossibility. We had something to do that was not
possible for us to do.

After the battle Burnside tlied to regain the confidence of the army, and
there is no doubt that Sumner did a good deal to help him. Burnside con
ceived the plan of crossing the Rappahannock a few miles above Fredericks
burg, where the enemy were unprepared to receive us. The result was the
"mud march" of January 20th-21st. It was Burnside's effort to redeem
b.imBelf. To start off in the mud as we did with the army in its discouraged
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state was perfect folly. There did not seem to be anything in the move to
recommend itself. If the weather had happened to turn cold, possibly he
might have surprised Lee and gotten across the river, above Fredericks
burg, but it was a hazardous move, with the army out of confidence with
its commander and the enemy elated with brilliant success. The general
demoralization that had come upon us made two or three months of rest a
necessity. ~

When Hooker, on January 25th, was placed in command of the army, many.
of us were very much surprised; I think the superior officers did not regard
him competent for the task. He had fine qualities as an officer, but not the
weight of character to take charge of that army. Nevertheless, under his
administration the army assumed wonderful vigor. I have never known men
to change from a condition of the lowest depression to that of a healthy fight
ing state in so short a time. President Lincoln with his wife came down to
spend a few days with General Hooker, and to see the different officers and
talk with them. To further that, General Hooker gave a dinner party at

} In the course of a correspondence, relating to and General Hooker informed me that that was
their several controversies with General Burnside, the general feeling in his command. General Sum
Franklin wrote to Halleck, under date of June 1st, ner's feelings were not so decided, but they were
1863: "I was of your opinion with regard to the nearly 80. You can imagine that the beds of the
honesty and integrity of purpose of General Burn- grand division oommanders were not of roses, and
side, until after his relief from the command of the I eame to the eonclusion that Burnside was fast
Army of the Potomac. I lost all conAdenee in his losing his mind. So I looked upon the rain which
ability at the first 'Fredericksburg battle. There stopped his second attempt to eross the river [the
was not a man in my command who did not believe 'mud march'] as almost a providential interfer
that everything he would undertake would fail, ence in our behalf."-EDITORII.

BTtIC& IN TBB Ilt1D-A FL.UOI: .lURCH ACROSS COt1l1TBT. FROIl A WAR-TIllS BUTCH,
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THE GBAND BEVIBW 4T P4LMOUTH DURING PRESIDENT LIlICOLN'S VISIT.
PBOII. A W Aft-lUIE 8K:ETCB.

which aU the corps commanders were present, and also Mrs. Lincoln. Mr.
Lincoln would talk to the officers on the subject that was uppermost in our
minds-how we were to get the better of the enemy on the opposite hills.
Before he went away he sent for Hooker and for me, I being second in
command, and almost his last injunction was: "Gentlemen, in your next
battle put in all your men." Yet that is exactly what we did not do at Chan
cellorsville.

We had a grand review of the army in honor of the President. The Second
Corps paraded with Howard's Eleventh Corps, I think, for after I had saluted
at the head of my corps I rode to the side of the President, who was on horse
back, and while near him General Schurz approached at the head of his di
vision. I said: "Mr. Lincoln, that is General Schurz," pronouncing it Shut's,
after the American fashion. Mr. Lincoln turned to me and said: " Not Shurs,
General Couch, but Shoortz." But he did it very pleasantly, and I was just
a little surprised that our Western President should have the advantage of
me. It was a beautiful day, and the review was a stirring sight. Mr. Lin
coln, sitting there with his hat off, head bent, and seemingly meditating, sud
denly turned to me and said: "General Couch, what do you suppose will
become of all these men when the war is over'" And it struck me as very
pleasant that somebody had an. idea that the war would sometime end.
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THE CROBBING OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK BY THE 19TH MASSACHUSETTS.

BY H. G. O. WEYMOUTH, CAPTAIN, 19TH MASSACHUSETTS REGIMENT.

O N the morning of the 1Ithof December, 1862,
about two holU'8 before daylight, the regi

mental commandel'il of Colonel Norman J. Hall's
Third Brigade, of Howard's Second Division, Sec
ond Army Corps, were assembled at brigade head
quarters to receive preliminary orders for the
approaching battle. Ollr brigade commander in
formed us that our regiment was to be the first to
croBB the upper pontoon-bridge, which 11'&11 to
be laid by the engineer corps by daylight, and
that we were to hold and occupy the right of the
town until the whole army should have croBBed,
when the Right Grand Division, comprising the
Second and Ninth Corps, would charge the heights,
supported by artillery in front and on the right
llank. On our arrival at the river at daylight we
found but a very small section of the bridge laid,
in consequence of the commanding position which
the enemy held on the right bank of the river,
secreted &II they were behind fences made musket
proof by piling cord-wood and other materials
against them. After a fruitless att~mpt of eight
hours' duration to lay the bridge where the enemy
had absolute control of the river front, the idea
was abandoned, and notice was sent down to us at
the river that the enemy would be shelled from the
heights,with orders to take to the pontoon-boats and
cross and dislodge the enemy in order to enable the
engineer corps to complete the bridge. The instant
the artillery ceased firing, the 7th Michigan and
1 mh M&Il&&chusetts took to the boats and poled
&CrO&8 the river under a heavy musketry fire from
the enemy. The 7th Michigan 11'&11 the first to make
a landing, and marched up Farquhar street in a
direct line from the bridge. They immediately be
('ame severely t'ngaged, and the first two companies
of the 19th MasB&Chuset1:8 that had croBBed went

forward and joined them. A few minutes later the
remainder of the 19th crossed, formed in line on
the bank of the river, left resting on Farquhar
street, and advanced, deploying as skirmishers in
order to drive back the enemy from the western
part of the city. We were met with such resist
ance by Barksdale's brigade, very aptly styled by
General Longstreet "Confederat~ hornets," that
it was nearly dusk before we gained the north side
of Caroline street. It was now apparent that our
thin line could not make any fartht'r advance
against the formidable barricadt's the t'nemy
had erected on the south side of the street, con
sisting of barrels and boxes, filled with earth and
stones, placed between the houses, so as to form
a continuons line of defense, and the left of onr
line was forced to fall back down Farquhar street,
fully one-half the distance from Caroline street.
On reporting our position to a stafI-oftlcer our bri
gade commander ordered the 20th Mas&8chusetts
to clear the stree1:8. They marched up Farquhar
street in company or division front, and on reach
ing Caroline street wheeled to the right; but before
the full regiment had entered the street the enemy,
from their snug retreats, poured such a deadly fire
on them as to force them to retire with great loss.

This action of the 20th enabled our left to re
gain our position on Caroline street, which was
maintained until Barksdale withdrew his com
mand to the heights, about an hour after dark.
At about 11 o'clock General Howard crossed over
to learn our position. Informing him that the
enemy had retired in our front, I asked him if we
should move forward. After making some inquiries
concerning our right, he thought nothing would be
gained by doing so. We remained in this position
until about noon of the 13th.

THE PONTONIERS AT FREDERICKSBURG.

BY WEBLEY BRAINERD, MAJOR 50TH, AND COLONEL 15TH, NEW YORK ENGINEERS.

F ROM certain remarks made by various writers had by a forced march occupied a portion of the
[see pp. 107 and 126] on the battle of Fred- heights in rear of the city on the 21st.

ericksburg, it might be inferred that there was I distinctly remember that General Sumner rode
some foundation for the general impression that up to our position soon after our arrival on the 27th
had the pontoons arrived in time, the crossing and &liked Major Ira Spaulding, of the 50th New
could have been made before the enemy concen- York, and myself if we could throw a bridge across
tTated, and the disastrous defeat which followed the river that night, to which we replied that we
miltht t,hus have been avoided. could throw two bridges across in three hours if he

The fact is that the engineers (15th and 50th would give us the order to do so. After a little
Xew York), with two full trains and material for hesitation, he replied that he would like to give us
two pontoon-bridges, each 420 feet in length, ar- the order, as there was certainly nothing to oppose
rived opposite Fredericksburg and bivouacked in its execution, but that he did not care to assume
n>&r of the Lacy house on the afternoon of Novem- the responsibilit.y, (Ic'sring that it miRht conflict
bt.'r 27th, and could have thrown two bridges with General Burnside's plans. He also remarked
aerOS8 the stream without opposition that night that he could have forded the stream with a part of
had they been allowed to do so. There was no his command at Falmouth slc'vlc'ral days before had
(orce of the enemy in the city, and General Long- he been allowed to do 80; he then rode away. We
street, with the advance of the Confederate army, were ordered back into camp, and the" golden
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opportunity" passed- a blunder for which we were
in no way responsible, but for which we were des
tined to suffer.

We did not receive the order to le&ve Berlin, six
miles below Harper's Ferry, until late on the
B/l1'fmth day after it was issued. I We took up two
bridges, each 1100 feet long, loaded and moved
them by canal and land transportation to Wash
ington, where we received 500 unbroken mules.
We then fitted up two trains, moved through the
mud to Occoquan, where we divided the trains, part
going by water and part by land to Aquia Creek,
where we again reloaded the entire equipmeut,
and arrived at the Lacy house but six days behind
Longstreet's advance, which had made a forced
march from the vicinity of Culpeper to reach the
heights in rear of Frederieksburg. These being the
facts, it c&n hardly be said, with justice, that the
engineers were slow in their movements.

The idea of crossing immediately in front of the
town seemed to have passed, temporarily at least,
from General Burnside's mind, and "demonstra
tions "on an extensive scale were made to the right
and left.

Twice I crossed the river below the town and

ITbe" Olllcial Records" show that this order, !BBlled
by Captain J. C. Duane, Chief-Engtneer of thc Army of
the Potomac at Rectortown, on the 6th of November, did

examined the country for some distance inland, it
being ratherdiftlcult to find ground suitable for the
paBBage of artillery on both sides of the stream at
nil stages of the tide. The second time I crossed
at" Skinker's Neck," and made a thorough exam
ination of the country for several miles around,
pacing off the distances, and furnished General
Burnside, in person, with my sketches. These ex
peditions were, of course, made in the night.

"Skinker's Neek" seemed to me to be the proper
plaee for a crossing. At the time of my visit it was
not occupied by the enemy, except by a cavalry
patrol, which I easily avoided.

Six or eight miles above, where I made my first
crossing, it was somewhat diffieult to make my
way through the picket lines. General Burnside
appeared to be greatly pleased and relieved when
I reported favorably on the "Skinker's Neck"
crossing. He gave me to understand that we
should throw our bridges there, and we made our
arrangements aecordingly.

What w&s my surprise when, a few days after,
the orders eame that mine was to be one of two
bridges that were to be thrown acroBB directly in
front of the city, near the Lacy house.

not reach M~orSpaulding, at BerUn, until the aftenIOOD
of November 12th. General Halleck's report 6%oneratee
the engineers from all blame_ EDITORS.

IN FRONT OF THE STONE WALL AT FREDERICKSBURG.;

BY JOHN W. AXE8, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. s. V.

ON Saturday, December 13th, our brigade ~ had
been held in reserve, but late in the day we

were hurried to the battle only to see a field full of
flying men and the sun low in the west shining red
through eolumns of smoke,-six deserted field
pieces on a slight rise of ground in front of us,
and a cheering colnmn of troops in regular march
disappearing on our left. But the day was then over
and the battle lost, and our line felt hardly bullets
enough to draw blood before darkness put an end
to the uproar of all hostile sounds, save desultory
shell-firing. For an hour or two afterward shells'
from Marye's Heights traced bright lines across
the black sky with their burning fuses. Then, by
command, we sank down in our lines, to get what
sleep the soggy ground and the danger might allow
us. Experienee had taught us that when the
silent line of fire from the shells had .flashed across
the sky and disappeared behind ns the scream and
explosioll that followed were harmlesll, but still it
required some effort to overcome the discomfort of
the damp ground, and the flash and report of burst
inK shells, and to drop quietly asleep at an order.
We finally slept, but we were roused before mid
night, and formed into line with whispered com
mauds, and then filed to the right, and, reaching the

;t Condensed from the" Overland MontblY,"1869, Vol.
III.. p. 432, by penntsslon of Fishcr Ames. General
John W. Ames, U. S. SurvE>yor-Geneml of CaUforo!..,
dIed In Ban Rafael, In that State, In 1878.

highway, marched away from the town. There
were many dead horses at exposed points of our
turning and many more dead men. Here stood ..
low brick house, with an open door in its gable end,
from which shone a light, and into which we peered
when passing. Inside sat a woman, gaunt and
hard-featul'ed, with crazy hair and a Meg :Merrilies
face, sti11sitting by a smoking candle, though it was
nearly two hours past midnight. But what woman
could sleep, though never so masculine and tough
of fiber, alone in a honee between two hostile
armies,-two corpses lying acroBB her door-stflps,
and within, almost at hel' feet, four more! Bo,
with wild eyes and faee lighted by her smoky can
dle, she stal'ed across the dead barrier into the
darkness outside with the look of one who heard
and saw not, and to whom all sounds were a terror.

We formed in two lines,-the right of each rest
ing near and in front of this small brick house,
and the left extendin~ into the field at right a.ngles
with the highway. Here we again bivonacked,
finding l'oom for our beds with no little difficulty,
because of the shattered forms of those who were
here taking their last long sleep. We rose early.
The heavy fog was penetrating and chilly, and the
damp turf was no warm mattress to tempt us to

~The 2d Brlgn.de of regulars (Sykes's division, FIfth
Anny CorpS), commanded by Ma.lor Georl{C L. Andftlw,,"
17th U. S. Infantry. Gf'neral Ames Willi then a captain
In the 11th U. S. Infantry.-EDITORS.
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a morning nap. So we shook off sloth from our
moistened bodies willingly, and rolling up the gray
blanket& Bet about breakfast. The bivouac break·
fast is a nearer approach to its civilized congener
than the bivouac bed. Coffee can be made hot
and good. in blackened tins; pork can be properly
frizzled only on a stick over an opeJl fire; hard·
taek is a better, sweeter morsel than the average
American housewife has yet achieved with her
saleratUB, sour-milk, "empt'ins," and what-not;
and a pipe 1- who can estimate what that little
implement has done for mankind' Certainly none
better than those who have sought its solace !\fter
the bivonac breakfast that succeeds a bivouac bed,
in December.

We now began to take note, through the misty
veil, of the wreck of men and horses cumbering the
ground about us, and a slight lifting of the gray
fog showed us the story of yesterday's repeated
_ults and repeated failures. When our pipes
'Were exhausted we got up to inspect and criti
eise the situation. Just here was the wreck of
a fence, which seemed to have been the high
tide mark of our advance-wave of battle. The
fenee was a barrier which, slight as it was, had
turned back the already wavering and mutilated
lines of &118&ult. Almost an army lay about us and
seattered back over the plain toward the town.
Not only corpses, bnt many of the badly wounded,
hardly distinguishable from the dead, were here
too. To die, groveling on the ground or fallen
in the mire, is dreadful indeed. The pallid faces,
and the clammy hands clenching their muskets,
looked ghastly by the fog-light. The new, bright,
blue overeoats only made the sight the ghastlier.

About eighty yards in front the plowed field
was bounded by a stone-wall, and behind the wall
were men in gray uniforms moving carele881y
about. This picture is one of my most distinct
memories of the war - the men in gray behind this
wall, talking, laughing, cooking, oleaning mus
kets. clioking locks,- there they were! - Lee's
soldiers1- the Army of Northem Virginia I We
were so absurdly near this host of yesterday's vic
tors that we lleemed wholly in their hands and a
part of their great m&8II; cut off and remote from
the Federal army} and almost within the lines of
the enemy -prisoners, of course. That was the
immediate impre88ion, as we stupidly gazed in the
first moment of the awkward discovery.

But the Ilharp whistle of a bullet sounded in our
ears, and a rebel's face peered through the puff of
1IlI\0ke, as he removed the rifle from his shoulder;
then rapidly half-Hazen more bullets whistled
by WJ, and the warning sent us all to earth. The
order to lie down is theorAtically infrequent, but
practically it is otten given in modem warfare.
X"poleon's maxim that .. an Brmy travels on its
belly" was metaphorical, but long-range and re
peating rifles have gone far to make it true in a
lit~ral sense. Our double lines of battle sou~ht

the shelter of the ground as soon as blood was
drawn. This had the effect of hiding us from

the enemy, or partially so, for the fusillade slack
ened.

It was irksome to keep one position, even at
full length, but the watch over us was very
vigilant; hardly a movement was made at any
part of our line that did not draw fire from the
wall. Necessity compelled us, however, to keep
up something of a lookout upon the enemy at any
risk. A cautious inspection showed great care
lessness in their lines, the men still strolling and
lounging - a group at cards, even, evidently ignor
ant or careless of our proximity.

What to do about it was to us a topic second
only in interest to the probable action of the
enemy. Could we long lie thus without waking
up the big guns, whose black muzzles looked down
at us from the hill-tops on our right' And if not,
what then' From these guns there would be no
possible shelter. Retreat alone was more danger
ous than to remain as we were, or even to advance.
The field behind us stretched away toward the
town, level and exposed - the focms of an are of
battery-crowned hills, with no ineqnality of ground
to Pl'otect us from a convergence of fire that would
be singularly effective.

The Bituation had already forced upon us a policy
of masterly inactivity, which alone seemed to meet
our immediate difficnlties. So we drifted into a com
mon understanding that no doubt an abler coun
cil of war would have approved. Shots might rouse
the enemy from his carelessness or ignorance;
certainly a volley from our line would not go unan
swered, and the odds were great. Let them Btick
to their cards and forget us if they would! Bnt
we arrived at this policy only as the least of
many evils.

The enemy riddled every moving thing in sight:
horses tied to the wheels of a broken gun-carriage
behind us; pigs that incantiously came grunting
from across the road; even chickens were brought
down with an accuracy of aim that told of a fatally
short range, and of a better practice than it would
have been wise for our numbers to face. They
applauded their own success with a hilarity we
conld hardly share in, as their chicken-shooting
was acro88 our backs, leaving us no extra room for
turning. But this was mere wantonness of slaugh
ter, not indulged in when the higher game in blue
nniform was in sight. The men who had left our
ranks for water, or from any cause, before we were
pinned to the earth, came back at great peril. In.
deed, I believe not one of them reached our line
again unhurt. Bome were killed outright; others
were mortally wounded, and died within a few
steps of UB; and several who tried to drag them
selves away fiat upon their faces were put out of
their misery. This, too, showed UB plainly what
we might expect, and fixed our bounds to such
segments of the field all were hidden from the
enemy. This was not alike throughout the line.
At one point the exposure was absolute, and still·
neS8 1108 absoluto was the only safety. A slight
barrier was afterward formed at this poiut by a

•

.} Tbc force here OODRl8tcd of BuchlLJlan's and Andrews's brigades of rl'gulal'll, of Bykes's division, ILJId
stockton'. brigade of volunteel'll, of Grlftln's division, FIfth Army COrpll.- EDITORS.
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disposal of the dead bodies in front, so that the
dead actually sheltered the living.

After two or three hours of this experience we
became somewhat accustomed to the situation,
for man becomes accWltomed to almost anything
that savors of routine,-and learned with consid
erable exactness the limit inside which we might
move with safety, and the limit also of endurable
constraint. It was somewhat curious to see how
strong the tobacco hunger was with many,- per
haps with most. Men would jump to their feet
and run the length of a regiment to borrow to
bacco, and in so doing run the gauntlet of a hun

odred shots. This was so rarely accomplished in
entire safety that it won the applause of our line
and hearty congratulations to anyone fortunate
enough to save his life and sweeten it with the
savory morsel.

All this would have beon ludicrous but for the
actual suffering inflicted upon so many. Men were
mortally hit, and there was no chance to bind up
their wounds; they were almost as far beyond our
help as if they had been miles away. A little was
accomplished for their relief by passing canteens
from hand to hand, keeping them close to the
ground out of sight, and some of the wounded
were where a little manipulation could be done in
safety. It was sad to hear the cries fade away to
low moans, and then to silence, without a chance
to help. The laugh over a succesaful chase for
tobacco would die away only to change into a mur
mur of indignation at the next cruel slaughter.
A young officer, boyish and ruddy, fresh from a
visit home, with brighter sword and shoulder
straps than most of us, raised his head to look at
the enemy, and a bullet at once pierced his brain.
Without a word or groan his head sank again, his
rosy cheek grew livid, and his blood crimsoned his
folded hands. Next a leg or arm was shattered
as it became exposed in shifting from the wea.ri
someness of our position. Presently a system of
reporting the casualties became established; the
names of the injured were passed from mouth to
mouth; -"Captain M --,17th, just kUled";
.. Private --, Co. C, 11th --, knocked over."
Those who were fortunate enough to have paper
and pencil, and elbow-room enough to get them
from pocket-depths, kept a list of the names of the
killed and wounded; the occupation this gave
proved a blessing, for the honrs were very long
and weary.

I suppose elllluj is hardly the word where nerves
are on the rack, and danger pinions one to a single
spot of earth, yet something like ellnm came over
us. By chance I found a fragment of newspaper
which proved a charm that for a time banished the
irksome present with its gaastly field of dead men
and its ceaseless danger. Through this ragged
patch of advertisements I sailed away from Fred
ericksburg with the good bark Neptune, which
had had quick dispatch a month before,- for the
paper was of ancient date,-and was well on her
way to summer sea'8, when I obeyed the printed
injunction and applied on board for passage. And
ob, pleasant summer meadows of the peaceful
North! who would have suspected you to lurk in

extracts of sarsaparilla and ointment for eruptive
skins' But I found you there, and forgot the BUD

shine and the chill earth, the grim war, the riile's
crack and the bullet's whistle,-forgot even the
dead hand that had stretched itself toward me all
the morning with its clutch of grass.

I was called back to the dull wet earth and the
crouching line at Fredericksburg by a request. from
Sergeant Read, who .. guessed he could hit that
cuss with a spy-glass,"-pointing, as he spoke,
to the batteries that threatened our right flank.
Then I saw that there was commotion at that part
of the Confederate works, and an oftlcer on the
parapet, with a glass, was taking note of us. Had
they discovered us at last, after letting us lie here
till high noon, and were we now to receive the
plunging fire we had looked for all the morning'
Desirable in itself as it might be to have .. that
cuss with a spy-glass" removed, it seemed 'wiser
to repress Read's ambition. The shooting of an
officer would dispel any doubts they might have
of our presence, and we needed the benefit of sll
their doubts. Happily, they seemed to think us
not worth their powder and iron.

Were we really destined to see the friendly
shades of night come on and bring us release from
our imprisonment' For the first time we bE-gan
to feel it probable when the groups left the guns
without a shot. I grew easy enough in mind t()
find that sleep was possible, and I was glad to wel
come it as a surer refuge from the surroundings
than the scrap of newspaper. It was a little dis
couraging t() see a sleeping officer near me wakened
by a bullet, but as his only misfortune, besides a
disturbed nap, seemed to be a torn cap and
scratched face, he soon wooed back the startled
goddess. I had enjoyed sleep for its quiet and
rest, but never before for mere oblivion.

When I returned to consciousness I found the
situation unchanged, except that the list of casu
alties had been swelled by the constant rifle prac
tice, which was still as pitiless and as continuous
as before. It was almost startling t() see, on look
ing at the brickhouse, the MegMenilies of the night
before standing at her threshold. With the same
lost look of helpless horror that her face had worn
by candle-light, she gazed up and down our pros
trate lines, and the disenchantment of day and
sunshine failed to make her situation seem in any
way prosaic and commonplace. The desolate part
she had to play sDited well her gaunt and witch
like features. Shading her eyes with her hand at
last, as if to banish a vision and call her senses
back to earth, she searched our lines once more;
then, with a hopele88 shake of the head, she moved
slowly back into the dismal little tomb she was
forced to occupy. In which army was her husband
sernnR , Did she search our lines and the dead
ranks for any friend of hers' Was maternal anx
iety added to the physical terrors of her f'orl.·ed
isolation'

Slowly the sun declined. He had been our friend
all day, shining through the December air witb an
autumn glow that almost warmed the chill earth;
but at his last half-hour he seemed to hang mo
tionless in the western sky. His going down wculd
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set WI free; free from the fire that was galling and
decimating us; free from the fear of guns on the
right, and advance from the front; free from
numbness, and constraint, and irksomeness, and
free from the cold, wet earth. Also it would bring
n." messengers from the town to call us back from
the exposed position and the field of dead bodies.
But he lingered and stood upon the order of his
going, uutil it seemed as if a Joshua of the Confed
eratelJ had caused him to stand still.

When at last the great disc stood, large and red,
upon the horizon, every face was turned toward it,
forgetting constraint, thirst, tobacco, and rebel
fire. in the eagerness to see the end of a day that
had brought us a new experience of a soldier's life,
and had combined the dangers of a battle-field and
the discomfort of a winter's bivouac with many
new horrors of its own.

At l&llt the lingering sun went down. December
twilights are short; the Federal line Spranll to its
feet with almost a shout of relief. The renel fire
grew brisker as they saw such a swarm of blue
coats rising from the ground, but it was too late
to see the rore-sights on the rilles, and shots un
aimed were not so terrible as the hated ground.
80 we contemptuously emptied our rilles at them,
and before the smoke rolled away the coming dark
ness had blotted out the wall and the hostile line.

With our line rose also a few men from the
ghastly pile of yesterday's dead, who hobbled up
on muskets nsed as crutches. These poor fellows
had bound up their own wounds, and the coffee we
had given them had cheered them into life and hope.
Their cheerfulness grew into hilarity and merri
ment as they found themselves clear, at last, from
the dead, and facing toward home, with a hope not
by any means so impossible of realization as it had
seemed not long before. Poor fellows! their joy
was more touching than their su1Jerings,-which,
indeed, they seemed to have forgotten.

In our own brigade we found we had lost nearly
150.' out of a present-for-duty strength of about
1000 men. This would have been a fair average
loss in any ordinary battle, but we had su1Jered it
&II we lay on the ground inactive, without the ex
c.oitement and dash of battle and without the chance
to reply: 8 strain upon nerves and physical endur
ance which we afterward remembered as severer
than many more fatal fields. In the midst of our
buzz of relief and mntual congratulation, the ex
pected summons came for us to fall ba.ck to the
town. Once more we formed an upright liue of
battle, then fa.ced by the rear rank and marched

in retreat, with mumed canteens and many halts
and fa.cings about toward a possible pursuit.
Reaching a slight bank, we descended to the
meadow through which the Fredericksburg race
way was dug, and here we changed to a :flank
march and filed into the highway. The highway
soon became a street, and we were once more in
Fredericksburg.

We marched past the court - hOUfle, - past
churches, schools, bank-buildings, private houses,
-all lighted for hospital purposes, and all in use,
though a part of the wounded had been transferred
across the river. Even the door-yards had their
litter-beds, and were well filled with wounded men,
and the dead were laid in rows for burial. The
hospital lights and camp-fires in the streets, and
the smoldering ruins of burned buildings, with
the mixture of the lawless rioting of the demor
alized stragglers, and the suffering and death in
the hospitals, gave the sacked and gutted town
the look of pandemonium.

In our new freedom we wandered about for the
first half of the night, loath to lie on the earth
again after our day's experience. At last we
spread our blankets on a sidewalk and slept in
the lurid firelight with a sense of safety not war
ranted by our position. The next morning we
made our toilets in wanton plenty. Water from a
pump! and we bathed in the falling splash. Our
"contraband" brought us a box of soap and an
nncut, unhemmed bolt of toweling from the de
spised plunder of a store. The same source gave
us a table-cloth for our breakfast. This we spread
upon the sidewalk and furnished with variously
assorted crockery from an ownerless pantry. Cab
bage fre!!h from a kitchen garden, with vinegar
from the deserted kitchen, added a welcome and
unusual luxury to the meal. And at the end we
rolled dishes a.nd debris together into the paved
gutter by a comprehensive pull at the table-cloth.
Then we smoked the emblem of peace, tilted back
against the bnildings in borrowed chairs, and were
very comfortable and happy. This was the holiday
of war,-vastly better than yesterday! But we
were hardly safer here, though more comfortable.
Lee mij1;ht open his gnns at any moment. The
drum-beat made us tip down our chairs and fall
into line. We had roll-call and something like a
dress para.de without music, then stacked arms
along the curb-stone and mounted sentinels over
them. A briltbt, beautiful day and the freedom
of an uninhabited and plundered city were be
fore us.

, The" Oftlclal Recorda" (VoL XXI., Pt. I., p. 138) give the 1088 as 12 killed, 1H. wounded, l' m1llll1ng;
total, 140.--EDJroBS.



.. CAJlP, NEAR F ALJlOUTR, VA., December lotb, 18l12.

.. DEAR MOTRRR -. • • • To-morrow, it our present
planll are carried ont, the great battle of tbe war will
commence•... I bave little hope of the plana lIucoeed
Ing. I do not tblnk tbem good,- there wUl be "~
I08S of life and nothing aooomplJsbed. I am 811J'C .....e are
to flght against all chauOOll of IIUOO88ll. There is a rumor
and a hope that Banks may have landed on the JamM
River; It 110, a large part of the enemy's force will be di
verted from th1B point, but it tbey have a force any
where near our own in number we arc pretty certain to
get whipped."

The letter to Judge Kirkland was much RtrongE'r
and more explicit, and evoked an answer from
which one paragraph is quoted:

.. NEW YORK. December 18th. llll12.
.. How wonderfully propMt~ is your letter, written Oil

the 10th of December. It fontaz. exactly the awful
dt8&8ter and reverse that our cause b88 met ......th. Ho.....
ta It poll8ible, If you thl18 knew all thta, that thOMl 110....
in.U llGn.trol were Ignorant of It, This wbole tranll/lCtion
8eews now almost Incredible. To think of thfl t.boWI&DdA
of splendid. brave, patriotic fellows abBolutely hutch
erod witbout, tbe least beneficial result: on the contrary.
......th a result disgraceful and dtllheartenlng to u... but I
fervently trDllt a result from wbtcb we can recover."

ant adjutant-general of the Right Grand Division,
and myself were standing together in the hall of the
hOUBe, when General Burnside came along and Il&id
to me, "What do you think of it'" I answered,
.. If you make the attack as contemplated it will
be the greatest slaughter of the war; there isn't
infantry enough in our whole army to carry those
heights if they are well defended." He then
turned to Colonel Taylor and said, "Colonel,
what do you say about it'" The response came
quickly and was su1llciently definite, .. I quite
agree with Colonel Hawkins. The carrying out of
your plan will be murder, not warfare." The com
manding general was very much snrprised Bud
irritated at these answers, and made a remark
about my readine88 to throw cold water upon his
"plans"; he repeated the assertion of French about
victory within forty-eight hours, and passed on.

The meeting dispersed, the officers who had
composed it going to their respective commands
and giving their final orders for the movement of
the following day. Besides attending to the de
tails of moving my command on the morrow, I
found time to write three. letters - one to my
mother, another to my wife, and a third to Charles
P. Kirkland, of the city of New York. In each of
these defeat was distinctly and without qualifica
tion predicted. The first letter in the order mf'n
tioned has been preserved, and from it the follow
ing quotations are given:

WHY BURNSIDE DID NOT RENEW THE ATTACK AT FREDERICKSBURG.

BY RUSH C. HAWKINS, BREVET BRIGADIER-OENERAL, U. S. V.

N OVEKBEB 22d, 1862, the whole Union army
had reached Falmouth, opposite Fredericks

burg, and General Lee, who had proved upon more
than one occasion his watchfulness and enterprise,
took means to insure the arrival, about the same
time, of the Army of Northern Virginia on the
heights in the immediate rear of Fredericksbnrg.

Without the slightest delay the enemy's line of
defense was marked out, nor did their labors cease
until their defensive lines were made formidable
and complete by the mountiug of a large number
of guns. In the meantime the Army of the Potomac
had drawn its abundant supply of daily rations, sub
jected itself to some drilling and several reviews,
while its commander had been carrying on an ani
mated correspondence with the powers at Wash
ington, chiefiy in relation to pontoons which had
been promised but had fniled to reach l"almouth
until long after the arrival of both armies at the
points they then occupied. [See p. 121.] Some
time during the first week in December the much
looked-for pontoon train appeared, and then came
the oft-repeated camp rumor of a "movement over
the river," which in a few days assumed a more
definite form, the nctual plan of attack becoming
the topic of many a camp-fire. It was freely stated
that the whole Ilrmy was to cross the river about
such a time, and that the chief attack was to be
made by General Sumner's Right Grand Division
npon the enemy's center immediately back of Fred
ericksburg, where the hills were steepest and the
fortifications strongest.

There were a few officers in the Army of the
Potomac who had watched the gradual growth
of the enemy's lines, and knew something of the
natural formations in that direction,- a suc
cession of steep hills which, in themselves, were
almost as potent for defensive purposes as the
average artificial fortifications. I, for one, had
been over that ground several times the August
before while engaged in ascertaining the best
line for a grand guard for the protection of the
roads leading from the back country into Fred
ericksburg. The three or four officers who were
possessed of this knowledge expressed themselves
veJ'Y strongly in opposition to the plan of attack
as foreshadowed by the gossips of the camp, and
the news of these adverse opinions having come to
General Burnside, he sent a circular to the general
officers of the Right Grand Division and colonels
commanding brigades to meet him at the Phillips
house on the evening of December 9th. At the
time appointed the large room of that mansion was
filled with general officers, with here and t.here a
colonel and a few grand division statl'-officers. Gen- This matter of the letters is here referrt"d to,
eral Burnside made a speech in which he partly not in a spirit of pride, but simply to show a want
disclosed and explained his plan for the coming of knowledge, judgment, and foresight on thf'
battle. It was received without any particular crit- part of those high in command.
icism or comment, but General French, who was We now pa88 over the bombardment of Decem
very enthusiastic, said the battle would be won in ber 11 th, the many di8&8trons attempts to lay the
forty-eight hours, and called for three cheers for pontoons in front of FredericksbUl'g, and come to 3
the commander, which were given. o'clock of that day, when volunteers were called for

The meeting ended, Colonel J. H. Taylor, &IlIlist- to cross the river in open boats for the purpose of
1.
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dislodging the enemy from the opposite bank. For
\his service the 7th Michigan, 19th and 20th Mas
sachusetts of General Howard's division, and the
89th New York of my brigade answered the call.
The first three regiments crossed under fire where
the first bridge was afterward laid, and the fourth
under sharper fire where the second was completed.
By 9 o'clock that night the division of General
Howard and my brigade had obtained possession
of the town, the former taking the right of the line
and the latter the left. The whole of the 12th of
December into the night was occupied in cross
ing the &rmy. and on the morning of the 13th the
battle began and continued at intervals until dark
ness set in. Doring a considerable portion of that
day, while the attacks upon the enemy's center,
known as ., Marye's Heights," were being made,
General George W. Getty, my division commander,
and myself were on the roof of the Slaughter house,
a high residence at the lower end of the city,
naml"d after its owner. From this prominent posi
tion our repeated repulses and the terrible de
struction of the Union troops had been witnessed.
At about half-past 3 o'clock the order came for
Geueral Getty's Third Division of the Ninth Corps
to make anoattack upon that part of the enemy's
line to the left of where the principal attacks had
been made. The order was obeyed, but not until
I had tried to induce General Getty to protest
against ita obedience and the further useless waste
of life. The attack of our divi8ion closed a battle
which was one of the most disastrous defeats to the
Union forces during the war. The sadness which
prevailed throughout the whole army on that
night can neither be described nor imagined. The
surgeons were the happiest of all, for they were so
busy that they had no time to think of our terrible
defeat.

About 9 o'clock that evening I found myself near
a building situated upon the main street of the
town, where several of the generals of the Right
Grand Division had assembled for the purpose of
di.BeU88ing the attack to be made the next morn
ing. When I entered the room these officers were
looking at a map upon a table, showing the posi
tion of the enemy. There were present Generals
Willcox, Humphreys, Getty, Butterfield, Meade,
and three or four others. They were seriously
di.BeW!sing the proposed renewal of the attAck the
next day as though it had been decided upon. I
listened until I was thoronghly irritated because
of the ignorance displayed in regard to our sit
uation, and then uttered a solemn, earnest, and
emphatic protest against even the consideration of
another attack. With a pencil I made a rough
drawing of the first line then occupied by the en
emy, and also showed a second position a little
to the rear, to which they could fall back and
make B strong stand in the event of their being
driven out of their first line. It did not take long
to con\;nce these officers that a second attack
would probably end more disastrously than the
fint, aud they united in a request that I should
go at once to try to persuade Burnside that the
attack ought not to be renewed.

It was a cheerless ride in the wet and cold, and
through the deep mud of an army-traveled road
that dark night, for I was already weary from
much care, watching, and loss of sleep,and besides
I was fully aware of the unpleasant fact that an
officer of very inferior rank was bent upon an
ungrateful errand to a general commauding one of
the largest armies of modern times. But a solemn
sense of duty, RIld a humane desire to save further
useless slaughter, convinced me that any sacrifice
of self ought to be made in the interest of the
men who were fighting our battles.

I arrived at the Phillips house about 11 o'clock
to learn that I had probably passed General Burn
side on the road, who had gone to perfect the de
tails for a second attack. Those present at the
Phillips house were Generals Sumner, Hooker,
Franklin, Hardie, and Colonel Taylor. I made a
brief statement and expla.nation of the object of
my mission, which deeply interested all present.
They united in a desire that I should wait until
the arrival of General Burnside, which occurred
about 1 o'clock. As he came through the door he
said: "Well, it's all arranged; we attack at early
dawn, the Ninth Corps in the center, which I shall
lead in person"; and then seeing me he said:
" Hawkins, your brigade shall lead with the 9th
New York on the right of the line, and we'll make
up for the bad work of to-day."

Wheu he had ceased there was perfect silence,
and he was evidently astonished that no one ap
proved. With hesitation and great delicacy Gen
eral Sumner then stated the object of my visit,
and suggested that General Burnside should ex
amine the rough drawing then upon the table,
and listen to some reasons why the attack con
templated ought not to be made. After I had
explained the enemy's positiona, called attention
to several pertinent circumstances, and made
something of RIl argument, General Burnside asked
General Sumner what he thought, and he replied
that the troops had undergone such great fatigue
and privation, and met with such a disaster, that it
would not be prudent to make another attack so
soon. General Hooker, who was lying full length
upon a bed in one comer of the room, upon being
appealed to by General Burnside, sat up and said
in the most frank and decided manner that the
attack ought not to be renewed that morning.
Then a general consultation took place, in which
all who were present joined, the result of which was
a verbal order, transmitted throuRh me, counter
manding the arrangements for a aecond attack.

Of those present at the first interview, on the
Fredericksburg side, Generals Getty, Willcox, But
terfield, and probably several others whom I do
not now remember, are living. The only survivors
of the Phillips house interview are General Frank
lin and myself. In one of his letters to me, dated
Hartford, Conn., December 17th, 1866, he says:

.. . . . I dlfttlnctly recollect your talk to Bnrnslde,
to which you refer, and had he been so talked to before
he cr088ed the river, many Uves wonld bave been saved,
as well a.8 much credIt to himself and reputation to the
gallant Army of the PotolUllC."
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FRANKLIN'S "LEFT GRAND DIVISION."

BY WILLIAM FARRAR SMITH, BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, r. 8. A.

WHEN General Burnside assumed the command of the Armv of the
Potomac on the 9th of November, 1862, he gave up the immense

strategic advantage which McClellan had gained, and led the army to Fal
mouth on the Rappahannock River, opposite the city of Fredericksburg. A
few days after his arrival on the Rappahannock he called a council of war.
It was a conference rather than a council, for he stated that he called the
generals together to make known something of bis plans, and not to put any·
question before them for decision. The grand division commanders, Sumner,
Frauklin, and Hooker, were present, and also, I think, the corps commanders.
I was present as commander of the Sixth Army Corps. The entire army was
massed within a few miles of Falmouth, and the first object was to cross the
river in our front, and gain a fair field for a battle. From the same ground
Hooker afterward marched north-west, and by a series of fine movements
placed himself in a position to offer battle at Chancellorsville on at least
equal tenns. The outcome of Hooker's campaign belied its beginning, but it
led to the battle of Gettysburg, which more than compensated in results for
the previous failure. )

General Burnside opened the conference by stating that within a few days
he proposed to cross the river to offer battle to General Lee, and that aftRr
a close study of tbe reports of his engineers he had chosen Skinker's Neck as

I When General Burnside determined to occupy burg, the notion that a serioW! battle was neee88&ry
Fredericksburg it was not held by a large foree of to enable the army to get into FrEodericksburg was
the enemy. A body of cavalry, seut Crom Warren- not entertained by any one. Sumner, who had the
ton, could laave seized the place without serious advance, reported that when he arrived at Fal
opposition, and could have held it until ilIe advance mouth he could even then have occupied Freder
of the infantry-came up. In the preliminarydiscus- icksburgwithout opposition, had his orders juatified
sion of the move from Warrenton to Fredericks- him in crossing the river.- W. B. FRANKLIN.
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the point of crossing. Skinker's Neck is a shoe-shaped bend in the Rappa
hannock River, about twelve miles below Fredericksburg. It offered all
the necessary military features for forcing a crossing, but, like Butler's
famous" bottle" at Bermuda Hundred, also presented great facilities for pre
venting the egress of an army which had effected an entrance on its penin
sula. After developing to a limited extent bis plans, the general said tbat
anyone present was at liberty to express bis views on the subject. General
Sumner, if I recollect aright, remarked only that he would do his utmost to
carry out the plans of the commanding general. General Franklin said that
we could doubtless effect a crossing at the designated place; he assumed that
the movements, after crossing, had been carefully studied, and he stood ready
to execute any orders he might receive. General Hooker then ~id, in sub
stance, that it was preposterous to talk about our crossing the river in the
face of Lee's army; that he would like to be in command of fifty thousand
men on the other side of the river, and have an enemy make tbe attempt. I
then stated that I would guarantee the crossing of the river if my command
had tpe advance. General Burnside closed the conference by stating that
his mind was made up; that we must prepare our commands for the work
before them; and that we should receive the proper orders in due time.

Three or four days after that I was at Burnside's headquarters, and he
invited me to take a ride with him. Riding along on the hills near the river,

TIn: POXTOOX-BBIDGEIl .iT nuxxLIX'8 CB088IXG. FROV.i W.iB-TlJlB PHOTOGB.U'IL

The b1U, occupied by 8tonewall J'acuon', command are seen In the d18tanoe.
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nLUQtLlll"8 BATrLB-1l'llI:LD A8 8EBN J'BOlll HAJlILTON'8 CB088IllG-J'BBDEBlCUBCBG IlTII:EPLU
IN THE DI8TAIICE. J'BOIl A 8KETCH lII.u>E IN 111M.

he pointed out some fine positions for artillery, and said: "My reserve artil
lery has as yet had no chance to show its value, and I am going to make the
crossing here and below, under cover of the guns of the reserve artillery"."

To thrs I replied, "You can cross here without great difficulty, for this
bank dominates the other, but when your army is across your troubles will
begin," calling his attention at the same time to the range of hills on the
other side, a mile or more back from the river.

" Oh ! " said Burnside, "I know where Lee's forces are, and I expect to
surprise him. I expect to cross and occupy the hills before Lee can bring
anything S(\rious to meet me."

I then said, "If you are sure of that, there is no more to be said on the
subject."

On parting General Burnside said, "I wish you to say nothing to anyone
about my change of plan. I will make it known at the proper time."

Though General Franklin and myself were on the most intimate terms, and
occupied the same tent, I gave him no hint of the change. Two or three
days before the movement General Franklin was notified of the point selected
for his crossing, and I then told him the story of the change of plan.

He merely said, "Your command is the strongest, and you must take the
advance."
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As I remember, it was on the afternoon of the 10th of December that
General Franklin received an order to have the head of his command at a
designated point on the river, about one and a half miles below Fredericks
burg, and since known as Franklin's Crossing, at daylight on the morning of
the 11th, where he would at once begin crossing by bridges which would be
found ready.

On the morning of the 11th of December, at 5 o'clock, the First Corps,
under Major-General John F. Reynolds, marched to take position at the
bridges, and cover the crossing of the Sixth Corps over the Rappahannock.
A brigade of the corps had moved at 2 o'clock A. M., to protect the engineer
troops while throwing the bridges, which were expected to be finished by day
light. The work was for a while suspended on account of the fire of sharp
shooters, covered by some fishing-huts and a thicket on the opposite shore.
Two batteries placed on the bank opened 'with canister and shell, and caused
the enemy to disappear, and work was resumed. When the head of the
Sixth Corps reached the bank at 7: 30 A. M., only three or four pontoons of
each bridge had been placed in position, and the bridges were not completed
till about 1 P. M. It was not until about 4 P. M. that I received orders to begin
the crossing.

General Devens's brigade held the post of honor and began the movement,
using both britlges. One of the commanders of the leading regiments, more
patriotic than wise, had placed his band at the head of the column, and
it was ordered to begin playing as it reached the bridge. This threw the
men on the bridges into "step," and for some minutes it looked .as though
both bridges must go down. Fortunately, through the reckless riding of a
"Wild Irishman" on the staff, an order reached the colonel, and the music
was stopped before any harm was done.

The troops were rapidly thrown across, when an order came to recross all
but one brigade. This was done and General Devens's brigade was left to
keep the bridge-head. The cause of this was that the upper bridges opposite
the town, intended for the use of the right wing, had not yet been finished.
Sharp-shooters in the brick houses near the river had interfered with the
work, and the heavy guns of the reserve artillery could not make the same
impression on masonry walls that our field-batteries had produced on thicket
and hut. Some volunteers finally crossed the river to Fredericksburg in
boats and cleared the other bank, and the bridge was rapidly laid.

Of course all chance of effecting a surprise was now over, and if we per
sisted in crossing we must fight for the hills south of the river. There was,
however, a very fine opportunity for turning what had been done into a
feint, and crossing the main army elsewhere. But this was not done, and
early on the morning of the 12th the Sixth Corps recommenced the passage
of the river, marched to the front about a mile. and formed line of battle.
Its right was thrown across Deep Run, which, between the Sixth Corps and
the river, was an impassable stream, separating us, until bridged, from the
right wing of the army. In the right front was an open field, traversed by
Deep Run from left to right, bounded by the hills and narrowing as it
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approached a gorge a mile or more away. In front of the left and right at a
distance of perhaps half a mile was the ridge of hills occupied by the enemy.

The First Corps, underMajor-G~neral John F. Reynolds, followed the
Sixth, and, forming on its left, curved back across the Richmond road and
re~ted its left on the Rappahannock River. In its right front was the range of
hills at a short distance, which broke away, leaving an open space on the
left between it and the river. Here were two corps with an impassable stream
on their right, a formidable range of hills occupied by the enemy covering
almost their entire front, and at their back a river with two frail bridges con
necting its shores. It takes soldiers who do not believe that war is an art to
be perfectly at their ease under such circumstances.

General Franklin, General Reynolds, and myself were on the most intimate
social and official terms. We always discussed questions of general interest
to the command, and after General Reynolds had placed. his corps in position
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we met and looked over the situation as it then appeared to us. We unani
mously agreed that there was but one thing to do, and that was to put the
forty thousand men of the Left Grand Division into columns of assault on v'

the right and left of the Richmond road, carry the ridge, and turn Lee's right
flank at any cost. To do this the Sixth Corps must be relieved from its posi
tion in line, where it was covering the bridge. This could only be done after
dark, but as it would take some time to get the columns formed, and as it was
necessary that the men should get some rest before morning, the work of prep
aration must begin directly after dusk. In coming to this conclusion we had
cnnsidered the fact that Lee being on the exterior had longer lines than those
of our army, and that therefore he could not have force enough on his right
to resist an assault by forty thousand men, and that the demonstration made
on his left would prevent the withdrawal of any of his force from that flank.
Besides this we had in front of Reynolds open country of sufficient width to
turn the hills which terminated to the right of the Richmond road.

About 5 P. M. General Burnside came to the left wing, and after he had
taken a hurried gallop along the lines General Franklin asked him to go to
his tent, and there gave him the above-described plan as the only one that
in our judgment offered a fair hope of success. When General Burnside left
us we were all of the opinion that he agreed with us, and the last request,
urgently pressed upon him, was that he should at once give the order for
Birney's and Sickles's divisions of the Third Corps (Hooker's Center Grand
Division) to cross the bridge and be ready to begin to relieve the Sixth Corps
in the lines at dusk. Under the supposition that the orders asked for would ....
soon be received, General Franklin gave General Reynolds and myself orders
to do all the preliminary work possible; which being done, we returned to
General Franklin's headquarters to await the arrival of the messenger from
General Burnside. As the precious time passed by we fell to discussing the
condition of affairs. Burnside had proposed to effect a surprise, and now
before Lee could be attacked he would have had forty-eight hours for concen
tration against us and for forti.fying his positions on the hills. Burnside had
persisted in crossing the river after all hope of a surprise had faded away,
and now we must fight our way out under great disadvantages. Had Burnside
been forced into a move by the Administration t Under the circumstances
would he make a desperate fight or only go far enough to keep up appearances t
Whatever was in store for us the Left Grand Division was a unit in senti
ment; the men were brave and well disciplined, and we felt sure that with
our forty thousand men we could force back Lee's right flank and get a
better position for a general battle, if one were then necessary. Would
Burnside adopt our plan, and if so, why this delay which was costing us so :.
much valuable time t We had all known Burnside socially, long and inti
mately, but in his new position of grave responsibility he was to us entirely
unknown.

The weary hours of that long winter night wore away in this profitless
manner until about 3 o'clock, when General Reynolds said: "I know I have '
hard work ahead of me and I must get some sleep. Send for me if I am
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wanted." General Franklin then sent an aide to headquarters, who returned
with the answer that the orders would "come presently."

The order came, I think:, at 7: 45 A. M.: "Keep your whole command in
./ position for a rapid movement down the old Richmond road." Two-thirds of

the command (the Sixth Corps) was so placed that it could not move, without
danger of losing the bridges, until relieved by other troops or until Lee's right
wing should be in full retreat. "And you will send out at once a division, at
least, to pass below Smithfield,"-a hamlet occupied hy Reynolds on the
previous evening,-" to seize if possible the heights near Captain Hamilton's,
on this side of the Massaponax, taking care to keep it well supported and its
line ofretreat open."

The peculiar wording of the order is positive evidence that when it was
penned Burnside's mind was still filled with the fallacy of effecting a surprise.
The order recites that the division to be sent out by Franklin - and also
one to be pushed forward by Sumner on the right - was to seize, or attempt
to seize, certain heights. The military man is habituated to use the word seize
when an unguarded position is to be occupied, or a point in the lines of the
enemy left weak through ignorance or neglect is to be taken by a sudden rush.
Both of these operations are in the nature of a military surprise. When an
advantage is to be gained by hard fighting or the weight of a mass of troops,
the word· carry is instinctively used. In corroboration of this proposition, I
will state that in the third interview I had with Burnside, after the battle, he
said, "I should have ordered Franklin to carry the heights at Captain Hamil
ton's at all hazards." \

,Just as General Burn8ide was leavin~, shortly sured me I would have the ordera before midnight.
after nightfall, I asked to be permitted to order Had the permission been granted, the First and
General Stoneman's corps (the Third) to cross at Sixth Corps would have been in position for the at
once. He declined to give the permission, but as- tack by daylight, the Third Corps taking the plaee of
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A JACK-KNIFE RECORD ON THE STONK WALL
0)' THB BBRNARD HOU8l!i.

The Sixth Corps had two divisions in line and one in reserve. It remained
in an exposed position during the day, and suffered severely from artillery
fire, while the enemy in its front were well covered by woods and rifle-pits.

In obedience to his orders Reynolds moved to the attack at 8:30 A. M., with
his center division under Meade, which was to be supported by the division of
Gibbon on the right and next to the Sixth Corps. The third division, under
Doubleday, was in reserve and guarding
Meade's left. -(::( Meade crossed the ravine
in his front, and directed his course to
ward a point of woods coming down
from the heights. The artillery on the
crest was silenced by three batteries,
and Meade pushed on, supported on
his right by Gibbon, and, after severe
fighting, carried the crest, capturing flags
and prisoners. In the dense woods on
the height, the connection with Gibbon
was lost, and Meade, after a stubborn contest, was finally driven back, Gib
bon yet holding his ground. Two regiments from the Third Corps arriving
were sent to Gibbon's left, but were soon overpowered, and they were forced
back with Gibbon. The enemy made a strong show of following up their
success, but the arrival of two fresh brigades from the Third Corps checked
them and drove them back to their sheltered positions. Gibbon's division,
after its retreat, was relieved by Sickles's division of the Third Corps.
Newton's division, the reserves of the Sixth Corps, arrived late in the after
noon and took position on the left, but was not engaged. The enemy's bat
teries on their extreme right, having a reverse fire upon Meade, when he
advanced up the crest, maintained their position throughout the battle.
Owing to the foggy character of the day our artillery on the left bank of the
Rappahannock was obliged to fire somewhat at random, and fOJ; the same reason
the fire from the enemy's batteries was not very well directed. The contest
ended at nightfall, our troops having made no material permanent advance.

The military reader will see that had Meade and Gibbon had behind them,
when they carried the enemy's lines, the 25,000 men of the Sixth Corps in
stead of 2 regiments, simply, of the Third Corps, the probabilities would all

the Sixth, which would have attacked with the
!<'irst Corps. Had the nece88ary orders been re
l"l'ived, even by midnight, the movements would
have been made under cover of the darlrnesll, and
tht' whole night after midnight would have been
required to make them. It seems that General
Burnside went to bed as soon as he arrived at his
headquarters, and did not write the orders until
the next morning. None of my ur~ent messages
sent to him during the night were delivered to
bim, although their receipt at betldquarters was
8l."knowledged.

It win be seen that the order sent by General
Burnside under which the attack was made is

entirely different from that for an attack by forty
thousand men, which I had a right to expect from ."
what took place at our interview of the previous
evening. And its receipt at 7: 45 in the morning
[it was dated 5: 55 A. N.], instead of midnight,
was unaccountable, except under the supposition
that Burnside, for some reason that was unknown
to us on the left, disapproved of the plan to which
we thought he had assented, or that no serious at
tack was to be made from the left.-W. B. FRANKLIN.*It came into action shortly after Meade's ad
vance, to repel a threatellPd attack from a large
force of l'avalry which developed between our left
and the Massaponax Creek.- W. B. FRANKLIN.

--
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have been in favor of a
success. When night fell
there were no longer forty
thousand men in the Left
Grand Division, and we
had gmned no important
advance.

After Meade's division
had been withdrawn from
the front he came to Gen
eral Franklin's headquar
ters, and on being asked
some question about th{'
fight said, "I found it
quite hot enough for m{',"
taking off his slouched hat
and showing two bullet
holes between which and
the top of his head there
must have been little spa<.>e.
During one of the feeble,
skirmishing attacks made

BRIOADI&R-GBlOlRAL GEORGB D. BAYARD, KILLED AT FRBDUICKlIBUllG. on the lines of the Sixth
FROM All' BNGRAVING BY B. B. BALL. Corps later in the day,

Meade, who was still at headquarters, was expressing great uneasiness lest the
enemyshould break through and capture the bridges. General Franklin quiet.ed
him by saying that the Sixth Corps could not be driven from its position.

"Mansfield,"as the Bernard house was called, was a large, stone mansion, that
looked down on the Rappahannock River close beneath it, and was approached
by an imposing .drive, while behind was an open grove of magnificent trees;
in this grove was the headquarters of General Franklin, The house was c\-;
dently one of Virginia's ancestral homes, and had been in former days the
center of generous hospitality. Though under artillery fire, it was used as a
temporary hospital, and in it the brave Bayard died. The grove was filled
with saddled horses, not for the use of fair ladies and gay cavaliers, as in the
olden time, but for stafI-officers and orderlies to carry orders into the fight
and bring back reports from the field. The testy owner, who remained about
the house during the early part of the day, and whose word had been law for
so many years to all the country side, did not realize, when he demanded the
immediate evacuation of his premises, that he spoke to a man who COlli

manded 40,000 men, and one who on that day had little regard for proprietary
rights, and did not stand much in awe of a Virginia magnate or constable. J

I When I first arrived at the Bernard house I upon staying at the house to protect it. Reynolds
found Mr. &rnard holding a lively interview with on such occasions was a man of few words, and I
Reynolds. It seemed that Mr. Bernard protested presently saw Mr. Bernard hurrying toward the
against the use of his house and grounds by the pontoon-bridges between two soldiers, and he was
troops because they would spoil them, and insisted not seen again in that vicinity.-W, B. l"RA.NKLL~.
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During this day, as in all days of battle, many sad and many humorous
incidents occurred. Some of the shots that were fired too high for the line of
battle went hurtling through the headquarters of General Franklin into the
open grove of large trees. General George D. Bayard, much endeared to us
by his social qualities and his rare merits as a cavalry leader, was mortally
wounded by a round shot through the thigh. Bayard and his friend, Captain
H. G. Gibson, commanding a battery of flying artillery, were within ten feet
of Franklin, and were just rising from the ground to go to luncheon when
the shot came. It severed Gibson's sword-belt without injury to him, and
strock Bayard. Many generals could have better been spared from the service.

A few days before the battle there had come to the Sixth Corps the first
importation of bounty men. They had been placed in the front to save
the veterans for heavy work, and
as their wounded men were car
ried back through the ranks of the
old soldiers, the latter would cry
out, " Take good care of those men;
they have cost the Government a
great deal of money." The bounty
men were at first a by-word and a
('ause of irritation to the real vol
unteers. During the afternoon,
hearing some heavy musketry fir
ing in my front, I went to ascer
tain the cause, and while riding
along behind a regiment lying with
their faces to the ground, a round
shot struck the knapsack of a sol
dier, and, cutting it open, sent a
cloud of underclothes into the air,
and high above them floated a scat
tered pack of cards. The soldier,
hearing the shouts of laughter,
turned over to see what was the
matter, and when he saw the mi&
hap which had befallen him made
a feeble effort to join in the laugh.

Between 1 and 2 A. H. of Decem- Killed at Fredertokaburg, Dooember 18, IE.

ber 14th a council of war of the See p.w.

grand division commanders was ordered, and General Burnside announced
his intention of leading the Ninth Corps (his old command) in an assault
against the works which the Second Corps, led by such men as Couch and
Hancock, had failed to carry. For some reason the project was abandoned.
[See p.127.] During the next two days the Left Grand Division remained
in position, with no disturbance except that produced by an angry skirmish
line with an occasional artillery engagement.

"01..111. 10
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On Monday afternoon (the 15th) I received an order from General Franklin,
then detained at headquarters, to withdraw the Left Grand Division after
dark to the left bank of the river, and what remained of the forty thousand
men of that command recrossed during the night without loss and without
molestation from the enemy,

After the battle I had four interviews with Burnside. The first was on
Sunday, the 14th of December. I found him alone in his tent walking up
and down, apparently in great distress of mind, and turning to me he said,
"Oh! those men! oh! those men!" I asked what he meant, and he said,
" Those men over there!" pointing across the river where so many thousands
lay dead and wounded, "I am thinking of them all the time."

I made some remark about the fate of soldiers and changed the subject.
Burnside also said that he did not lead the Ninth Corps to the charge as he
had said he would, because the generals on the right made such statements with
reference to the demoralization of their commands that he feared to wake
the attempt. After we had recrossed the river I saw him again, when he told
me that he had it in his mind to relieve Sumner from command, place Hooker
in arrest, and Franklin in command of the army.

In the third interview General Reynolds was with me. Burnside said
that the men on the left did not fight well enough. To this we replied that
the list of killed and wounded proved the contrary. He then said, "I did
not mean that; I meant there were not muskets enough fired," adding, "I
made a mistake in my order to Franklin; I should have directed him to carry
the hill at Hamilton's at all hazards." 1;(

At the fourth interview he stated that the mistake was that Franklin did
not get the order early enough; that he had started it at 4 o'clock in the
morning, but that General Hardie, to whom the order was committed, had
stopped an hour and a half in camp to get breakfast. I then told him that
we should have had the order before midnight in order to form snch a column
of attack as we had proposed.

For a few days General Burnside was dazed by the defeat and grief-stricken
at the loss of life; but he soon recovered, and planned and attempted to carry
out his harmless "Mud Campaign," his last at the head of the Army of the
Potomac.

'ttThe Committee on the Conduct of the War
received from General Burnside responses to ques
tions as follows:

Q. .. Do I understand you to say that you expooted
General Franklin to carry the point at the extreme left
of the ridge in the rear of the town, and thereby enable
our trooPll to stonn and carry their forWIcatioUB' "

A • .. I did expect him to carry that point; which being
done would have placed our forces in rear of their ex
treme right, and which I thought at the timewould shake

their fol'Cell to such an exteut that the position III front
could be easily stormed Rnd carrted."

Q...To what do yon attribute his fallure to accomplish
thatt"

A • .. To the great strength of the position, and the
accumulation of the enemy's forceR there."

General Burnside then explained that the dela;r
in building the bridges gave the enemy time to
ILCcumulate bis forces before he was able to order
the attack.-W. B. FRANKLIN.
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WITH JACKSON AT HAMll.TON'S CROSSING. I

BY J. H. MOORE, C. S. A.

T HJ:mOrningofthe13th[ofDecember)dawned cent army advanced in three closely compacted
with a dense fog envelpping the plain and city lines of battle. At intervals, in front, preceded

of Fredericksburg, through which the brilliant rays by horse-artillery and flanked on either side by
of the sun struggled about 10 in the morning. numerous field-pieces, hundreds of heavy field
In front of the right of the Confederate army pieces from the north bank of the Rappahannock
was displayed the vast force of Franklin, march- belched forth their missiles of destruction and
ing . and countermarehing, hastily seeking the swept the plain in advance of Franklin's columns,
plaeetl assigned for the coming conflict. Here was while at the same moment his smaller field-pieces
a vast plain, now peopled with an army worthy in front and on the flanks joined in to sweep the
of itll grand dimensions. A slight but dazzling open space on all sides. This mighty caunonad
snow beneath, and a brilliant sun above, inten- ing was answered by the Confederate ordnance.
limed the leaping re1lections from thousandll of Onward, steady and unwavering, these three lines
gleaming bayonets. Officers, on restless horses, advanced, preceded by a heavy skirmish line, till
rlll!hed from point to point in gay uniforms. Field- they neared the railroad, when Jackson's right and
artillery was whisked into position as so many frag- right center poured into these sturdy ranks a
ill" toys. Rank and file, foot and horse, small-arms deadly volley from small-arms. Spaces, gaps, and
and field-<lrdnance presented so magnificent a wide chasms instantly told the tale of a most fatal
pageant as to call forth the unbounded admira- encounter. Volley after volley of small-arms con
tion of their adversaries. In a word, this was the tinued the work of destruotion, while Jackson's
~dest martial scene of the war. The contrast artillery potlted on the Federal left and at right
between Stonewall Jackson's corps and Franklin's angles to their line of advance kept up a withering
grand division was very marked, and so far as ap- fire on the lessening ranks. The enemy advanced
pearanoes went the former was hardly better than far in front of the River road [and crossing the
a caricature of the latter. railroad charged the slopes upon whioh our troops

When all was in readiness, adjutants stepped to were posted], but at length wavered, halted, and
the front and, plainly in our view, read the orders suddenly retreated to the protection of the railroad
of the day. This done, the fatal advance across the embankments. The struggle was kept up by sharp
plain oommenced. With gay pennants, State, regi- shooters for some time, when another general
mental, and brigade standards 1lying, this magnifi- advance was made against a furious cannonade of

I Condeneed from an article In the .. Bouthern Bivouac" tor ADg118t, 1886.
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WITH JACKSON AT HAMILTON'S CROSSING.

JUTS'S BRlGWB OJ' STONEWALL ..,ACK80N's COBP8, AT HAMILTON'S CJl088I1'lG. SBE JUP, P. 74.

lImall-arms and artillery. Again thf' scene of de
struction was repeated; still the Federals crossed
the railroad, when a gap in Jackson's line between
Al'Cher's and Thomas's brigades was discovered by
some of the assailants. [See map, p. 74.] This
interval was rushed for by a part of Franklin's
troops as a haven of safety, while the rest of his
(,ommand was repulsed in confusion.

The left of Archer's brigade, that is, the 14th
Tennessee and 19th Georgia, commanded by
Colonel Forbes, * and a part of the 7th Ten
nessee, commauded by Colonel Goodner, believing
they were about to be surrounded, gave way.
Their comrades on the right, unaware of the
condition of affairs 011 the left, and seeing the
enemy routed in their front, were amazed at
this confusion. Officers and men on the right
were enraged at what seemed to be cowardice,
and, rushing toward the broken lines, leveled
their pistols and muskets and fired into these
fleeing comrades.

Presently the true condition of affairs appeared
when the victorious brigades of Franjlin emerged
from the woods. Line and field officers rushed to
and fro. wildly shouting, "Into line, into line r"
and, even in the face of a flanking foe, the gallant
Colonel Turney, who temporarily commanded Arch
er's brigade, succeeded in re-forming his regiments
at right angles to the former line of attack. This
gave a brief check to the victors. Still the infantry
and artillery fire scourged the line. The rout*Colonel W. A. Forbes. ot the utb Tenneeaee, WBlI
mortally wounded at the second battlfl ot Bull Ruu. and
tbe regiment Wall commanded at Frederlck&burg by
Lieutenant-Colon!'l J. W. Lollkert.- EDITORS.

or capture of the Confederates seemed inevitable.
Turney was struck by a minie-ball, which entered
his mouth and came out at his neck, and his ap
parently lifeless body was hurriedly placed on a
blanket, andfour of his devoted followers attempted
to carry him to the re&{o They bad not proceeded
far when a shell burst among them, and they in
turn lay helple88 by the side of their bleeding eom
mander."t Colonel Goodner also did gallant Ilt'r
vice in preventing a rout, for, with a part of thf'
7th that still held its ground, he formed & l~e at
right angles to their former position, and aidEld in
checking this dangerous reverse.

Up to the time of the break in our line no onf'
in the ranks apprehended any danger. Those in
front and near this soone of defeat and confusion
made desperate efforts to rally the men and pre
vent a stampede, for we looked for nothing but
defeat or capture. We were unaware of the faet
that we had any reserves. Presently Early's divis
ion, in the very mood and spirit that had charaetE'r
ized Archer'R brigade before the breaking of tbf'
lines, came at double-quick to our relief, jesting
and yelling at us: "Here comes old Jubal! Ltot
old Jubailltraighten that fence I Jubal's boys &J"l'

always getting Hill out 0' trouble! "
A despE'rate encounter followed. The FedE'rall!

fought manfully, but the artillery on our right, to
gether with the small-arms, literally mowed them
down. Officers and men lost courage at the Bight of
their lessening ranks, and in the utmost contwrioll

ot Colonel Torney. thus paiDtully and dan«erou8ly
wounded, blUl, tor the l....t ftfteen yean. lien-eel tbe
Rtate ot Teunellllee as one ot ita supreme JudlCt'''-
J.H.M.
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WITH JACKSON AT HAMILTON'S CROSSING.

they again sought the shelter of the railroad.
Archer's brigade, of JackRon's corps, was on the
extreme right of A. P. Hill's front line, composed
of the following regiments, P08ted in the order
IllUDed: 19th Georgia, 14th Tenne88ee, 7th Ten
nessee, 1st Tenne88ee, and extended from the in
terval or space left unoccupied by Gregg's brigade
to the raihoad curve near Hamilton's Crossing.
We occupied. ground slightly higher than the level
of the plain over which the Federals had to pass.
In OUl' immediate rear and left was an irregular
growtil of timber of varied size, which ob8tructed
the view in the direction of the Gregg interval.

As the battle opened in the morning, the enemy
was plainly in our view, and we could distinctly see
their approach to the railroad in our front and to
the left, where in every attempt to advance they
halted. Now and then they would make an effort
to advaDee from the railroad to our lines. We
who were OD the right had no trouble to repulse
those in our front, and, in fact, we successfully met
evpry _ult made on the right, and that, too, with
little or DO 1088. We regarded the efforts of the Fed
erals, I!O far as the right was concerned, as futile in
the tlXtreme. In fact, theiraBBaults on this part of
the line appeared. like the marching of men to cer
tain defeat and slaughter. Our infantry fire, aided
by fifteen pieees of artillery placed at our right, did
terrible exooution as the poor fellows emerged from
a slight railroad cut in front of a part of our line. ~

~The report ot General John F. Reynolda, command
in". the FSnt Corps, contatDll the following account of
tbe eupgement of bla troolJll at Harnilton's Cr088lng:
M Abont 8: 30 .L JI. Meade's div1Jdon advanced acroll8 the
lImtthfteld ravine, tonned In oolumn of two brigades,
wilh the artillery between them, the Tbtrd Brl.gade
mareh1ug by the Gank on the lett and rear. It moved
down tbe river lOme l500 or 800 yardA, when It turned
Abarp to tbe right and croued the Bowllng Green road.
The enemy's artillery opened tire from the crest and the
angle of the Bowling Green road. I d1rected General
:Heade to pot bla oolumn directly for the nearest point
of wood. and, havinll' gained the crest, to extend bla
attack along It to the extreme point of the heights,
where moo of the enemy's artillery was pollted. As the
eolumne~ tbe Bowllng Green road the artl1lery of
hIA dlvUfon was ordered Into posltton on the rise of the
II,'mnnd between tbla road and the rallroad; Cooper's
and Ba1uIom's batteries, to the front, IIOOn Joined by
AnuIdeD'.. to oppose tbose of the enemy on the Cll'CBt,
while 8tmJNlOD's had to be thrown to the lett, to oppoee
that on the BowlinII' G1'lle1l road, which W811 taktng the
...,Iumn In ftanll:. Hall's battery was at the 8&Dle ttme
thrown to tbe front, on the lett of Gibbon's divtslon,
whleb ..... advancing In llne on Meade's rljfht. The
artfJlery oombat here r&8lld furiously for lOme ttme,
nntil that of the enemy was sllenced, when all of our
batterlea were directed to shell the wood, where bla
Infantry was mppolled to be posted. Tb1a was oon
tinned ...me half-hour, when the oolumn of Meade,
lIdv8nclng In ftne order and with gallant detennlna
lion, ... directed Into tbe point of wood which ex
I..nded thIA II1de of the railroad, with instructions, when
tbt'y~ the ereJlt and road which ran along It In
lhelr tront, to move the F1rIlt Brllfllde along the road,
the 8eeond BrIgade to advance and hold the road, whUe
tbr Tbtrd moyed aerotlll the open Aeld, to support the
Flr8t In canytng the extreme potnt of the ridge. _-\I
t1Wl time I sent orden to General Gibbon to advance, In
ronnecUon with General Meade, and carry the wood In
bJ8 troDt. The advance was made under tbe Are of the
eDemT'8 baUcries on bla right and front, to whloJa Glb-

On the morning of the 13th General Jack
son rode down his lines dressed in a new suit,
presented to him, as we understood, by General
Stuart. Some of our men facetio118ly remarked
that they preferred seeing him with his rusty
old cap on, as they feared he wouldn't get down
to work. He inspected all of his positions,
riding alone. After halting near the extreme
right, the artillery fire was begun, and here I
had an excellent opportunity to see him under
fire. I watched him closely, and was unable to
deteot the slightest change in his demeanor. In
a few minutes he rode off in the direction of Lee's
headquarters.

A very general impression prevails, and it is in
a great measure confirmed by writers on Freder
ickRburg, that Jackson's lines were strongly for
tilled. This is not correct: we had no time to
construct anything like fortillcations. D. H. Hill's
division had been at Port Royal, eighteen miles
below Frederioksburg, to prevent the Federals from
CraBBing at that point; he left Port Royal after the
enemy had abandoned the project of crossing there,
and did not reach the position assigned him until
about daylight of the morning of the battle.

The next morning the scenes of carnage were
he8rt-Bickening. To intensify the horrible pic
ture, the dead and the mortally wounded were in
many instances burned in the sed.ge-gr&8ll, which
was set on fire by bursting Mells.

bon's batteries replled, wblle those of 8mtth Joined In
on the right.

.. Meade's divlalon 8Uccessfully carried tbe wood In
front, croued the railroad, charged up the slope of the
hlll, and gained the road and edge of the wood, driving
the enemy from his strong poBlttons In the ditches and
rallroad cnt, capturlngthe lIap oU regiments and send·
Ing about 200 prisoners to the rear. At the aamettme
Gibbon's divtslon had cro.-J the railroad and entered
tbe wood, driving back the 1lr8t llne of tbe enemy and .
capturing a number of prllOnel'll; bnt, from the dense
oharacter of the wood, the oonneetlon between bls di
vision and Meade's was broken. The tnfsntry combat
WIUl here kept np with great spirit for a short time,
when Meade's column was vlgoronsly asaalled by the
enemy's mlUlked force, and, after a severe contest,
forced back. Two regiments of Berry's brigade, Bir
ney's dlvlslon, arrived about tbla time, and were tm
mediately thrown Into the wood on Gibbon's lett, to the
8npport of the Une; but tbey, too, were IIOOn overpow.
ered, and the whole Une retired from the wood, Meade's
In some contu.slon, and, after an Inell'ectual ell'ort by
General Meade and my811lf to rally them under the
l'Bemy's lire, that of the arttUery havlnjf resumed almllllt
Its original intensity, I directed General Meade tor&-form
bbo division acroRR the Bowllnjf Green road, and ordered
the remainder of BerrY'R brljfade, which had oome UIl,
to the support of the hatterles.

.. The enemy, showlnjf blm811lf In Rtrong force In the
wood, .oomed dlAposed to follow our rettrlng trooJlll,
hut the arrival of the other brigade. of Birney'. divWon
on the ground at thlR orltlcal moment, to oc('upy our
Uue of bottle, mawrlally aided In II&Ylng HaJJ'. battery,
whleb was now serlouRly threatened by the enemy, and,
togethct' witb our arttl1ery fire. IIOOn drove hIm to bls
sheltered JlOfltttons and cover, from which bIA Infantry
did not again appear.

.. General Gibbon'. division was 38IIalJed In torn In
the same manner, and compelled to retire from the
wood soon aftt"r Meade'B." General C. Feger Jaokson
J!ommanding the Third Brigade of Meade's divtslon, was
killed within tbe enemy'lllnea.-EDJroRS.



IN 'fHE RANKS AT FREDERICKSBURG.

I. BY GEORGE E. SMITH, PRIVATE, CO. E, 2D WISCONSIN VOLL"NTEERS.

GENERAL W. F. SMITH, in his article on" Frank
lin's Left Grand Division" [po 137J, makes

mention of a round shot that ripped open a sol
dier's knapsack and distributed his clothing and
cards. It was not a round shot, but the second
"bolt" that came from the Whitworth gun that the
"Johnnies" had run in on our flank. And although
we were surprised and dumfounded at this attack
from a new arm that appeared to take in about
five miles of our line, the boys could not forego
their little joke; so when that column of cards was
thrown some twenty feet in the air, on all sides
could be heard the cry, ,. Oh, deal me a hand!"

Three other shots in that battle did queer work.
Ours was the last brigade (the "Iron Brigade"
under Meredith) to cross on the pontoons, and we
came to a halt upon the river-bank, for a few mo
ments, before going into position among the big
cotton-wood trees at the Bernard House. We had
been paid off that day, and the gamblers began to
play at cards the moment we halted. A man who
was about to " straddle" a "fifty-cent blind" had
his knapsack knocked from under him by a solid
shot, and he "straddled" half a dozen soldiers,
who were covered with a cart-load of dirt. This
was the first shot from the' , Johnnies" on our left.
Their second passed over the river and struck a
paymaster's tent. The struggle between the pay
master and the stragglers for possession of the
fiying greenbacks was both exciting and ridiculoull.

The next day, December 13th, our officers and
the enemy's batteries kept us on the jump. Dur
ing a moment's haU, behind a slight rise of ground,
we lay down. A soldier facing to the rear was in
earnest conversation with a comrade. Suddenly
he made a terrific leap in air, and from the spot
of ground on which he had been sitting a solid
shot scooped a wheelbarrow-load of dirt. It was
a clear case of premonition, for the man could
give no reason for having jumped.

General Smith also speaks of the veterans'
ridicule of the bounty men. The 24th Michigan
became part of our brigade shortly after Antie
tam, and we were told they were mostly bounty
men. [See below.J We made unmerciful sport of
them, but never a joke or word of abuse did I hear
after the 24th had shown its mettle in the battle
of Fredericksburg.

On the evening of December 14th, General
Doubleday wanted our regiment (the 2d Wiscon
sin) to go on picket and make an effort to stop the
firing upon the picket-line, for the shots of the
Confederates covered the whole field, and no one
could get any rest. We had not been in the picket
line more than twenty minutes before we made a
bargain with the" Rebs," and the firing ceased,
and neither they nor ourselves pretended to keep
under cover. But at daylight the 24th Michigan
came to relieve us. Before they were fairly in
line they opened fire upon the Confederates with
out the warning we had agreed to give. We yelled
lustily, but the rattle of musketry drowned the
sound, and many a confiding enemy was hit. This
irritated the Confederates, who opened a savage
fire, and the 24th Michigan were put upon their
good behavior; it was with difticulty a general
engagement was prevented. All that day, until
about 4 o'clock, the picket-firing was intense; it
was abruptly ended by a Confederate challenginl\'
a 6th Wisconsin man to a fist-fight in the mid
dle of the turnpike. The combatants got the
attention of both picket-lines, who declared the
fight a "draw." They ended the matter with a
coffee and tobacco trade and an agreement to do
no more firing at picket-lines, unless an advance
should be ordered. It was this agreement that
enabled Lieutenant Rogers to save a long pickl.'t
line that was to have been sacrificed when we fell
back.

lUcINB. WIS., October 3d. 18811.

II. BY ORSON B. CURTIS, CORPORAL, CO. D, 24TH JlICHIGAN.

SINCE Private Smith, above, mentions the 24th Assigned to the" Iron Brigade," our regiment
Michigan as "bounty men," let me state that shared its hardships till the spring of 1865, wh..n

in July, 1862, a war meeting held in Detroit to its remnant was sent to guard conscripts at Spring
promots enlistments under Lincoln's call for field, DI., and formed the escort at President Lin
300,000 men was broken up by the disturbance coIn's funeral. At Gettysburg it suffered probably
created by a large number of Confederate refugees as great a loss as any regiment of its size. Onl' of
from Windsor, Canada, with the aid of some anti- the first infantry regiments to engage the enemy
war men here. To wipe out the nnexpected insult, in the first day's fight, it went into that battle with
a Becond war meeting w&s held, which resolved to 28 officers and 468 men; total, 496. It lost that
raise immediately an entire regiment,- the 24th day 24 officers and 339 men; total, 363, of which
Michigan,-in Wayne County alone, i1l additWn to number 272, or about 55 per ant. of the OOfIImand,
its regular qtlota,' and within 20 days said regiment were kilkd and w01lnded; 91 were taken priBonl'r9,
waB recruited and mustered, 1027 strong. Not a over a third of whom died in Southern prisons;
man of us received a cent of State or county bounty. twice that day was its entire color-guard shot down,
Each man, however, did receive, in advance, one and only 3 officers and 95 men were left to rpspond
month'B pay and $25 of the regular $100 govern- at roll-call. General Wadsworth thnB commended
ment bounty promised to all soldiers enlisting for its conduct on thatday: "Colonel Morrow, the only
two yearll; 673 of the men who were credited to fault I find with you is that you fought the 24th
Detroit received sums varying from $25 to $50 Michigan too long, bId God only how wltal lOotUd
apiece as a gratuity from patriotic friends, while halle becotu of "" 1tad y01l 1101 Mid tM gr'OU1Id GI
the remaining 354 of us never received a cent. long (II yotI did."
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THE OPPOSING FORCES AT FREDERICKSBURG, VA.
TIle oompoaltiun. 10........ and strength of eaoll army a. Ilere .tated give the glat of all tile data obtainable ill the Olll.clal

ReconIa. K stand. for ldlled; w lor wounded; m w for mortally wounded: m lor captllI'1M1 or m1aBlng: c for captured.

THE UNION ARMY.
ARMY OF THE POTOHAC.- H~or-GeneralAmbrose E. BUl'IllI1de.

BM:OI'f, ete.: Oneida (N. Y.) Cav.• Capt. Daniel P. Hann:
!at U. 8. Cav. (detachment). Capt. Hlll'6us A. Reno: A
and E. 4th U. B. Cav., Capt. Jamll8 B. HcIntyre. 1!"t'ov
lMI 6tuu'rl. Brig.-Gen. Manena R. Patrick: A and B, MI}
CtellaD (m) Dragoons, Captll. GeorKll W. Bhearll and
David C. Brown: G. 9th N. Y.• Capt. Charles Chtld; 93d
N. Y., CoL JohnB. Crockcr: 2d U. B. Cav., MoJ. Charlea
J. Whiting: 8th U. B., Capt. Royal T. Frank. Yolu1&lur
BJlfliIwer BrlqruU. Brtg.-Gen. Daniel P. Woodbury: 16th
N. Y., H~. James A. Magruder; 60th N. Y •• H~. Ira
8pauldtng. Brigade 1088: k, 8: w, 48 = 66. Ballalion
U. B. B7lginurrt, Lieut. Charles E. CrollB. Loaa: w,l:
m.2=3•

.utTILLEJlT. Brtg.-Gen. Henry J. Hunt. ArlillerJl Be
.erw:. Lieut.-CoL Wltllam Haya: 6th N. Y .• Capt. Elijah
D. Tart: A, lilt Batt. N. Y., Capt. Otto Dtederlcha: B, lat
Batt. N. Y., Capt. Adolph Voegelee: C, 1st Batt. N. Y.,
Lleul. Bernhard Wever: D, 1stBatt. N. Y.. Capt. Charlll8
KWUJerow: X, lBt U. B.. Capt. Wllltam M. Graham: A,
211 U. B•• Capt. John C. Tidball; G, 4th U. B., Lieut. Mar
OWl P.Htlle:r: K.6th U. B., Llent. David H. Kinzie: C,
DdllhM. (train guard), Capt. JoBlah C. Fuller. UnaI
IaeMd ArIUIerv. M~. Thomaa B. Trumbull: B, 1at
Coun. Heavy. Capt. Albert F. Brooker: M, 1at Conn.
Heavy. Capt. Franklln A. Pratt. Arttllery nlll6rve 1088:
..... L

RIGHT GRAND DIVIBION, H~or-Gen. Edwin V.
8umner.

8EOOND ARMY CORPS, ~.-Gen.DartUB N. Couch.
8talflou: w,l.
FI.RIIT DIVlJlION, BrIg.·Gen. Wtnfleld B. Hancock. BtaIr

lou: w,3-
Pint Brigad~. Brlg.-Gen. John C. Caldwell (w), CoL

George W. von 8cha.ek: 6th N. H., CoL Edward E. CrollB
{....I. M~.E. Eo Bturtevant (11:), Capt. JamNl E. Larllin,
Capt. Horace T. H. Pierce: 7th N. Y.• CoL George W.
von 8ehaek, Capt. G. A. von Bransen: 61st N. Y., Col.
Nel80D A. Htle&J (w): &loth N. Y., Lleut.-CoL EuOB C.
Broolta: I 81at P&., Col. H. Boyd McKeen (w), Capt. Wtll
iam Wl1BoD; 146th PD.• Col. Hiram L Brown (w), Lleut.
CoL David B. McCreary. Brigade 1088: k, 108; w. 729:
m. U6=llll2. &tmuJ Brlqatk, Brig.-Gen. Thomaa F.
Meagher: 28thMall8., CoL Richard Byrues; 63d N. Y.,
~. JCNMlph O'NeUJ (w). Capt. Patrick J. Condon: 119th
N. Y., CoL Robert Nugent (W'), Capt. James 8annderB;
tI8th N. Y., Col. Patrick Kelly; 1lIith P&., Col. Dennis
Heenan (WI, Lleut.-Col. Bt. Clair A. Mnlholland (w),
Llent. Franllis T. Quinlan. Brigade 1088: k, /lO: w, m;
m.14=6I.6. nlrd Brigade, CoL Bamuel K. Zook: 27th
ConD.. Col. Richard 8. Boatwtck: 2d Del•• CoL Willtam
P. Bally (....); li2d N. Y •• Col. Paul Frank: 67th N. Y .•
LIeut.-CoI. Alford B. Chapman (w), MI\!. N. Garrow
Throop (w), Capt. JameB W. Britt; 66thN. Y.• Lleut.-Col.
Jamea H. Bull (11:1. Capt. Jullus Wehle (11:), Capt. John S.
Hammen IW). Llent. Jam68 G. Derrlckllon; 53d P&.. CoL
JobD B. Brooke. BrI~e 1088: k, 60; w, 427; m, 40 =
527. ArlUlerJlo' B, 1at N. Y., Capt. Rnfu8 D. Pettit; C.
6th U. B., Llent. Evan Thomu. Arttllery lou: k, 1: w.
6=6.
tlECOlm DIVlBlOll, Brlg.-Gen. OlIver O. Howard. Btalf

1_:w,l.
PI"" BrlqGlk, Brig.-Gen. Alfred Sully: 19th He., Col.

Frederick D. Sewall, Llent.-CoL Franc1B E. Heath: 16th
x-.. MI\I. Chue Philbrick (w), Capt. John Murkland.
Capt. Charlea H. WatBou: lilt Co. Mus. Bharp-4lhooters.
Capt. Wllllam Plllmer: 1st Mtnn., Col. George N. Mor
gan: ~ Co. Mtnn. Bharp-ehootera, Capt. WIlltam F.

Rusaell; 34th N. Y., Col. JameB A. sutter; 82d N. Y. (~
Mtutla), LlAut.-Col. James Huston. Brigade 1088: k, 14;
w, 77: m,31 = 12:1. Suand Brlqade, CoL JOI!hua T. Owen:
89th P"-, Lieut.-Col. Dennlll O'Kane : 71Bt P&., Lieut.-Col.
John Markoe: 724 P&.. Col. De Witt C. Baxter: l06th
P&., Col. Turner G. Morehead. BrI~e 1088: k. 27: w,
203; m. 28 =268. nlrd Brigatk, CoL Norman J. Hall:
19th MaBB.. Capt. H. G. O. Weymouth; 20th HaBB. Capt.
George N. Macy: 7th Mich., Lleut.-CoL Henry Baxter
(w), ~. ThomR8 H. Hnnt: 4:Jd N. Y., Lieut.-CoL George
N. Bomford: 69th N. Y., Lleut.-Col. Wtlliam Northedge:
127th Pa., CoL Wllltam W. Jennings. Brigade 1088: k,
63: w, 419: m, 33 =616. ArllUe",: A, 1st R. Y., Capt.
Wllltam A. Arnold; B,lat R. Y•• Capt. John G. Hazard.
Arttllery 1088: W. 18.
TBlJlD DIVIllION, Brlg.-Gen. WillIam H. French.

Flrn Br'gade, BrI~.-Gen. Nathan Kimball (w), Col.
John B. Mallon: 14th Ind., Mild. Elijah H. C. Cavins:
24th N. J., Col. Wm. B. RobertBon: 28th N. J., CoL MDBeB
N. Wlllewell (w), Lleut -Col. E. .A. L. Roberts: 'th Ob1o,
CoL John B. HlUIOn, Lieut.-Col. Jame& H. Godman (w),
Capt. Gordon A. Btewart: 8th Ohio, Llent.-CoL Frank
lIn Bawyer: 7th W.Va., CoL JosephBnlder (W), Lleut.-Col.
Jonathan H. Lockwood. Brigade losa: k. 36: w, UO;
m, &10 = 6:10. Buoncl Brigtuk, CoL OlIver H. Palmer: 14th
Conn.• Lieut.-CoL Banford H. Perllins (w). Capt. Samuel
H. Davia: 108th N. Y., Lieut.-CoL Charlea J. Powera:
1SOth Pa., CoL Henry I. Zlnn (k), Capt. WIlllam M. Porter.
Brigade 1088: k, 20; w, 20'1; m, &10=291. T/l,irtl Brlqatk,
Col. John W. Andrewa, Lieut.-Col. Wllltam Jam680n.
Llent.-CoL John W.H&rl!hall: 1at Del., M~. Thomaa A.
Bmyth: 4th N. Y •• Col. John D. MacGregor (w), Lleut.
('oOL Wllltam Jameson, MI\!. Char1eB W. Kruger; lOth N.
Y., Col. John E. Bendix. (w). Capt. Balmon Wlnch68ter
(m w), Capt. George F. Hopper; 132d P&., Lieut.-Col.
Charles Albright. Brigade 1088: k, 32; w, 271: m, 89 =
342. ArlUkrI/: G,lst N. Y., Capt. John D. Frank: G.
1at R. I., Capt. CharlllB D. Owen. Artillery loall: k, I:
w,8=7.

A.RTILLERY RBIlKRYE, Capt. Charlee H. Morgan: I, 1at
U. B., Lieut. Edmund Kirby; A, 4th U. B., Lieut. Rnfu8
KIng, Jr. Artillery Reserve 1088: w.7.
. NINTH ARMY CORPS, Brlg.-Gen. Orlando B. Wtll·
COL B_1: B. 6th N. Y. Cav., Capt. Htllman A. Hall:
C, 8th N. Y. Cav., Oapt. Wllltam L Heermanoo.
FIIUIT DIVI8ION, Brlg.-Gen. WIlllam W. Burna.

Flr.t Br'gatU. CoL Orlando M. Poe: 2d Mich., Llent.
Col. Louta Dillman: 17th Mich., CoL Wtll1a.m H. With·
Ington: 20th Mtcb., CoL Adolphua W. Willtama: '/lith N.
Y.• Lieut.-CoL David Morrlscn. Brigade losa: k, I: w.
12 = 13. Buontl Brlqad~, Col. RenJamln C. Chrlat: IIOth
HaM., Lleut.-CoL Joseph H. Bornea; 8th Mich•• M~.
Ralph Ely: 27th N. J., Col. George W. Mlndll: 46th N.
Y •• Lleut.-CoL Joaeph Gerhardt; 60th Pa., Lleut.-Col.
Thom&8 S. Brenholtz. Brigade lou: w, 7: m, 1 = L
Third Brigade, Col. Daniel LeaBure: 36th Mall8., CoL
Henry Bowman: 45th Pa.• Col. Thom&8 Welllh; l00th
PD., Llent.-Col. David A. Leckey. Brigade loaa: w. 3.
Artillery: D, 1st N. Y., Capt. ThomM W. Otlbom; L
and M. 3d U. B., Lieut. Horace J. Hayden. Arttllery
1088: w,2; m,l=8.
8ECOND DIVI8ION, Brig.·Gen. Samnel D. Bturgla. Bta1l'

1088: w,l.
Flr.1 Brlqtuk. Brig.-Gen. James Nagle: 2d Md., CoL

Thomas B. Allard: 11th N. H., CoL Simon G. Grt1IIn; 9th
N. B .• Lieut.-Col. John W. Babbitt: 48th P&., Col. Joahua
K. Slgfrted; 7th R. I .• Col. zenaa R. Blllla; 12th R. I .• Col.

IComllUUlded 8lat and 84th N. Y., collllOlldatod.

In

m
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George H. Browne. Brigade 1088: k, 31; w, ~1 ; m, 'lI
=IlOO. 8fllloIW~ Brlg.-Gen. Edward Ferrero: 218t
M&88., CoL WUlIam B. Clark; 36th MB88., M",. Bldney
Willard (k), Capt. Btephen H. Andrew8; 11thN. H., Col.
Walter HarrIman; 618t N. Y., Col. Robert B. Potter; &l8t
Pa., Col. John F. Hartranft. Brigade 1088: k, 80; w, ll93;
m, 38=~91. A,.tiUery: L, ~ N. Y., Capt. Jacob Roemer;
D, Pa., Capt. George W. Durell; D, 18t R. I., capt. Will
Iam W. Bnckley; E, ~th U. B., Lieut. George Dickenson
(k), Llent. John Ej(Rn. Artillery 1088: k, 3; w,12=111.
THIRD DIVISION, Brlg.-Gcn. George W. Getty.

P',..t Brigatk, Col. Rush C. Hawldn8: loth N. H., Col.
Mlcbael T. Donohoe; 13th N. H., Col. Aaron F. Bteven8;
26th N. .1., CoL Andrew Derrom; 9th N. Y., Llent.-Col.
Edgar A. Kimball; 89th N. Y., CoL HarrI80n B. Fair
ootld; 10Sd N. Y., Col. BeDJamIn Ringold. Brigade 1088 :
k, 1~; w, 187; m, M = 2M. 8fllloIW Brigatk, Col. Edward
Harland: 8th Conn., M",. John E. Ward, Capt. HenryM.
Hoyt; 11th Conn., Col. Grlmn A. Btedman, Jr.; 16th
Conn., Lieut.-CoL Bamuel TolleR; 16th Conn., Capt.
Charles L. Upham; 218t Conn., Col. Arthur H. Dutton;
uh R. I .. Lleut.-Col. J08epb B. CurttB (k), MaJ. Marttn
P. Bu1rum. Brigade 1088: k, 2; w, 29; m, 10=U.
ArlUlerr/: E, ~ U. S., Lieut. Samuel N. BeDJamlu; A,
6th U. S., Lieut. Jame8 Gill188.

CAVALRY DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Alfred Pleuonton.
P',.BtBrlgade,BrIg.-.Gen. JohnF. Farn8worth: 8th 01..

Col. WlItlam Gamble; 8d Ind., M",. George H. Chap
man; 8th N. Y., Col. BeDJamin F. Dam. &txm4 Bri
flade, CoL David McM. Gregg, Col Thomas C. Devin:
6th N. Y., Col. 'I:homas C. Devin, Llent.-Col. DuncM
McVicar; 8th Pa., Lleut.-Col. AmU8 E. GrUltthB; 6th U.
B., Capt. George C. Cram. A,.tUlerr/: M, ~ U. B.,Llenl.
AlexanderC. M. Pennington, Jr.

CENTER GRAND DIVISION, M",.-Gen. .108. Hooker.
THIRD ARMY CORPS, BrIg.-Geo. George Btoneman.

PIR8T DlVIBlON, BrIg.-Gen. David R BIrney.
POrn Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. John C. RobiDBOn: 20th Ind.,

Col. John Van Val.kenburg; llSd Pa., M",. John A.
Danks; 68th Pa., Col Andrew H. Tippin; 1011th Pa., Col.
Amor A. McKnight; 1Uth Pa., Col Charlllll H. T. Col
U8; IU8t Pa., Col Heury J. Madill BrlKBde 1088:
k, U; w, 1011; m, 28= 1'6. 8e«md Briga", Brlg.-Gen.
J. H. Hobart Ward: 3d Me., Col M08llll B. Lake
man; Ath Me., Col El\Iah Walker; 38th N. Y., Lleut.
CoL Wlillam Birney (w); ~h N. Y., Llent.-Col. Nel80n
A. GllIIner (w) ; lIlIth N. Y., Col P. RegIa de Trobrland; Il'Ith
Pa., Col. Charlllll T. Campbell (wI, Llent.-Col Peter
81de8; 99th Pa., Col A8her B. Leidy (w), Llent.-Col.
Edwin R. BlIllII. Brigade 1088: k, 79; w, 39'1' ; m, 1113= 629.
T1I.W BrlgaM, BrIg.-Geo. Hiram G. Berry: 17th Me.,
Col. Thomas A. Roberts; 3d Mich., ~. M0868 B.
Houghton; 6th Mich., Llent.-Col. John GllluIy (k), M",.
Edward T. Sherlock; 18t N. Y., Col. J. Frederick Pier
8On; 37th N. Y., Col. Bamuel B. Hayman; 1018t N. Y.,
Col. George F. Cheater. Brigade 1088: k, 19: w, 1": m,
2 = 16&. A,.tiUery, capt. George E. Randolph: E, 18t R.
I .. Llent. Pardon B. Jastram; F and K, 3d U. B., Llent.
,John G. Turnbll1l Arttllery 1088: k, 2; w, 8= 10.
811iCOND DIVtBION, Brlg.-.Gen. Daniel E. Blcklllll.

Ftnt Brigatk, Brlg.-Gen. Joaeph B. carr: 18t Mas8.,
Llent.-Col. ClarkB. Baldwin, Col. Napoleon B. MoLaugh
len: 11th :Maa8., Col. William BlaiBdell: 16th Mass., Col
Thomas R. Tannatt; ~ N. H., Col Gnman Marston;
11th N• .1., Col. Robert McAill8ter; 28th PL, Lieut.-Col.
BenJamin C. Tt1ghman. Brigade 1088 : k. 11; w, 68: m, 2
= 81. &txm4 Brlgatk, Col. George B. Han: 70th N. Y.,
Col. J. Egbert Farnum ; 718tN. Y.,M",. Thomas Ralferty;
72d N. Y., C"l William O. Bteven8; 78d N. Y., Col. WIll
tam R. Brew8ter; 7~th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Wtlllam H.
Loun8bury; l20tb N. Y., Col Georlttl H. Bharpe. Brigade
10flll: w, 16. T1I.ird Brigatk. Brlg.-Gen. J08eph W. Re
vere: 11th N. .1., Col. WtIllam J. sewl'll; 6th N. .1., Col.
George C. Burling; 7th N• .1., Col. Lout8 R. Francine:
8th N. .1., Col. Adolphna J. JohDBOn: 2d N. Y., Col. Bld
ney W. PBrk; 11l1th Pa., Lleat.-Col. Wtlltam A. Olm8ted.
Brigade 1088: k, 1: w, 1 = 2. A,.tUluJt, capt. Jame8 E.
Bmlth: ~ N• .1., Capt. A. JndBOn Clark; ,th N. Y., Lieut.
.JOII8Ph E. Nairn; H, 18t U. B., Llent. Justin E. Dimick:
K,ith U.B., Lieut. Frane1llW. Beeley. ArttIleryl088: m, 1.

THIRD DIVISION, BrIg.-Gen. Amiel W. Whipple. Stall"
1088: m,l.

Ft,..t Brigark, Brlg.-Gen. A. Banders Platt, Col. Emlen
Franklln: 86th N. Y., Lieut.-Col Barna J. Chapin ; l~tb
N. Y., Col. A. Van Horne Ellt8: 1~ Pa., Col. Emlen
Frankltn. Brigade 1088: W, 8; m, 6=9. 8~1UfBrigade,
Col. Samuel B. Carroll: 12th N. H., Col JOfteph H. Pot
ter; 168d N. Y., M",. James J. Byrne; 8Uh Pa., Col.
Samuel l\L Bowman; 110th Pa., Lieut.-Col. Jame8
Crowther. Brigade 1088: k, 19; W, 88; m, 11 =118. .A,./il
kf'J/: loth N. Y.,capl.JohnT. Bruen; 11thN. Y., Capt.
Albert A. von Puttkammer; H, 18t Ohio, Lieut. Georlle
W. Norton. Artillery 1088: w,l.

FIFTH ARMY CORPS, Brig.-Gen. Daniel Butter1ll'ld.
BtaII'lo88: k, 1; w,l =2.
.-m8T DlVIBION, BrIg.-Gen. Charlllll Grlft1n.

Ft,.., Brigatk, CoL Jame8 Barne8: ~ Me.. Lieut.-Col.
George Varney (W),~.Daniel F. Bargent; 2d Co. MlIM.
Sharp-ahooters, Capt. Lewta E. Wentwortb; 16th MI088.,
Lleut.-Col .1086ph Hayes; 2'Jd MB88., Lieut.-Col. WtIllam
S. TtIton; 18t Mloh., Llent.-Col. Ira C. Abbott (W); 13th
N. Y., Col. EltBha G. Marshall (w), Lieut.-Col. Franl'18 A.
Sohoe1fel: !llith N. Y., Capt. Patrick Connelly: 118tb Pa.,
Ltent.-Col. James Gwyn. Brigade 1088: k, 1lO; w, 381;
m, 89=IlOO. 8e«md Brlgatk, Col. Jacob B. Sweitzer:
9th Ma88., Col. Patrlok R. Gnlney; 82d MB88., Col Fran
018 J. Parker: 'th Mich., Lleut.-Col. George W. Lumbard;
uth N. Y., Lleut.-Col Thomas M. Davies: 62d Pa., Llent.
Col. Jamea C. Hnll. Brigade 1088, k, 23: w, 193: m, 6 =
222. T1I.W BrIflaM, Col. T. B. W. 8tockton: 20th Me..
Col. Adelbert Ames: Brady'8 Co. Mloh. Bharp-ehoot
el'll, Lleul. Jonas H. Titus, ,Jr. ; 16th Mich., Lleut.-eol.
Nonal E. Welch; 12th N. Y., Lieut.-CoL Robert llr.
RichardBOn; 17th N. Y., Capt. John VIckers; "th N.
Y., Lleut.-Col. Freeman Conner (w), M",. Edward B.
Knox; 88d Pa., Col. Strong Vincent. Brigade 10611:
k, 18; w, 1118: m, !IIi = 201. A,.tUlef'J/' 3d MaBB., Capt.
AnguatnB P. Martin; 6th Ma88., Capt. Charles A.
Phlillpe; C, 18t R. I., Capt. Riohard Waterman; D,
6th U. B., Lieut. Charlea E. Hazlt'tt. ArtUlery 1088:
k, 2; w, 1 =3. 111aa~1woter.: 18t U. 8., Lleut.-e.oL
Casper Trepp.
SECOND DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. George 8ykes.PW.' BrIflaM, Lieut.-Col. Robert C. Buchanan: 3d U.
B., Capt. John D. WI1ldnB; ~th U. B., Capt. HJram Dryer;
18t Battalion. 12th U. B., Capt. :Matthew M. Blunt; ~
Battalion, 12th U. B., Capt. Thomas M. Andel'llOn; 1at
Battalion, Uth U. B., Capt. John D. O'Coonell; 2d Bat
talion, lith U. B., Capt. GlIe8 B. Overton. Brigade ION:
k, II; w, ~; m, A=Ill. 11utmtl BrIflade, M",. George L.
Andrew8, MaJ. CharlllllB. Lovell: 18t and~U. 8. (battal
Ion), Capt. Balem B. Marsh; 8th U. S., Capt. Le,1. C.
Bootllll; 7th U. 8. (battaliun), Capt. David P. Hanoock;
loth U. B., Capt. Heury E. Maynadler: 11th U. B., CRpt.
Charlllll 8. RUBBell; 17th and 19th U. B. (battalton), CRpt.
John P.Walea. Brigade 1088: k,12; w,11'; m,U=14l1.
TIrird BrIgade, Brlg.-Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren: 6th N.
Y., Col Cleveland Winslow: l~hN. Y., Col. Patrick H.
O'Rorke: U6th N. Y.. Col. Kenner Garrard. BrIgade
1088: w, 6: m,811=36. A,.tiUery: L,18tOhlo,Llent. Fred
erick Dorrle8: I, 6th U. B., Lleut. Malbone F. WatllOn.
Arttllery 1088: W, 1.
TwaD DIVISION, Brlg.-.Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys.

Btalrl088: w,3.Fir., Brigade, Brig. -Gen. EraI!tUB B. Tyler: 918t Pa.,
Col. Edgar M. Gregory (w); 126th Pa., CoL Jamee O. El
der (w), Llent.-CoL David W. Rowe; l29tb Po., Col.
Jacob G. Frick; 1lUth PL, Llent.-Col. Edward O'Brien.
BrlKBde loa8: k, 62; w, 321; m, 81=~. &txm4 Brigade,
Col. Peter H. Allabooh: 128d Pa., Col. John B. Clark;
1818t P&., Lleut.-Col WtIllam B. Bhaut; 138d Pa., Col.
Franklln B. BpeakInan; ll1l1th Pa.,Col Edward J. Allell.
BrI~e I08S: k, 113: w,m; m,61=M2. A,.,Uk"" C,
18t N. Y., Lleut. WUllam H. PhillIpe; E and G, 18t 1.1. "'..
Capt. AlanBOn M. Randol.

CAVALRY BRIGADE, Brlg.-.Gen. WtIllam W. A"el'l'll:
18t MIL88., Col. Horace B. Bar/l6nt; 3d Pa., Lieut.-Col.
Edward 8. Jone8; ,th Pa., Col. Jamea K. Kerr; lith U. S.,
Capt. Jamllll E. HarrI8Ou. BrIgade 10811: k, 1. ArtUln'II:
B and L, td U. B., capt. James)(, RobertAloD.
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LJ:PT GRAND DIVIBION, M~.·Gen. W1lUam B.
FraDkUD.

It--': 6th Pa. Cav., CoL RIchard H. Bush.
PIB8T ARMY CORPS, H~.-Gen.John F. Beynolda.
BM:IOri: L, llIt Me. Cav., Capt. CoDBtant1De Taylor.

Eecort lou: w, 3-
FIB8T DIVIIlION, Brlg.-Gen. Abner Donbleday.

Pirat Brigtuk, CoL Walter Phelpe, Jr.: :nd N. Y.,
Lleut.-eoL John McKIe, Jr.; ~th N. Y., Llent.-CoL Bam
uel R. Beardaley; 30th N. Y., Lleut.·CoL Horgan H.
f'hryeler: !14th N. Y. (Uth Mllltla), Llent..<JoL W1Illam
H. de Bevol8e: id. U. B. Bharp-ehootel'll, H~. Homer R.
BtoUjfhtou. BrIgade l08e: k, 3; w,~: m, 8=30. lJu-.
-" Brit/lItU, CoL Jamee ~Uav1u: 7th Ind., Lleut.-COl.
John F. Cheek; 76th N. Y., CoL WUUam P. WainwrIght:
!15th N. Y., Col. George H. Biddle; 56th P&., Lieut.-COL
J. WDliam Hofmann. Brigade loee: k, 5; w, 21 = 26.
rA4rd BrlgacIe, CoL W1lUam F. Rogel'll: 21et N. Y., Capt.
GeorRe N. Laytou; ~ N. Y., Col. Henry C. Hotrman;
3GthN. Y•• CoL NewtonB. Lord: 80th N. Y. (20th Militia),
Lleut.-eol. JlMlOb B. HlAl'denbergh. Brigade 10118: k, 10;
..... No m, 8=87. Ftw.rUt. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Solomon
MeredIth. CoL Lyeander Cutler: 19th Ind., L1eut.-COl.
Semuel J. W1lUaID8; ~th MIch., CoL Henry A. Mor
row; M W18., CoL Lucius Fairohild; 6th W18., Col. Ly·
eauder Cutler, LIeut.-Col. Edward B. Bragg; 7th WIll.,
CoL WIll1am W. RoblD.80n. Brigade 1088: k, 9; w, iC):
m,16 =GI. Artalt1rII. Capt. George A. Gerr1Bh (WI. Capt.
.John A. Beynolda~1etN. H., Lleut. Frec1erickM. Edgell:
L. lat N. Y., capt. John A. Beynolda; B, 'th U. B.,
LI_t. .Jam6ll8tewllll"t. Artillery 10118: k, '; w, 22 =26.
K&OOlfD DIVIIIlION. Brlg.-Gen• .John Gibbon (w), Brlg.-

Gen. Nelaon Taylor. BtalrI088:"W, 1.
FiIwI. Brit/fuIe, Col. Adrian R. Root: 16th Me., LIeut.

CoL Charlea W. TIlden: Nth N. Y.• MaJ. John A. Kr6lIlI:
lllfoth N. Y., )(~. Gilbert G. Prey; 1011th N. Y.• MaJ.
Dludel A. Bharp (w), Capt. Abraham Moore; 100th Pa.,
CoL Thomaa F. McCoy. Brigade 1088: k, '7; w. 873: m,
56=&75. BeooIld.BritJatU, Col. Peter Lyle: 12th MB88.•
CoL JameB L. Bate8: 26th N. Y.• Lleut.-COL Gilbert B.
.Jl"nnlnga.~. Eu'a F. Wetmore; 90th P&.. Lteut.-COl.
WIlliam A. :r-ch; 186th P&.. CoL Thomae M. Bayne.
BrIpde 10M: k, 51; w, 377; m, 82 = &GO. Tllird BrlgaiU.
BriB.-Geu. Ne1llon Taylor, CoL Bamnel H. Leonard; 18th
:Mau., CoL tlamnel H. Leonard, LIeut.-CoL N. Walter
Batchelder: ad N. Y. (lith Milltia) , Capt. John Hen
drielIaon (W), Capt. JoeephA. M068Ch (w), Lleut. IeaacE.
IIotIIdaDd; lI7th N. Y.• CoL Charlee Wheelock; 11th P&.,
CoL Biohard Coulter (w), Capt. Chr1Btlan Kuhn; 88th
Pa., KaJ. David A. GrI1Bth. Brigade lou: k, &1: w,
258: m. 1Jl =8U. ArlUUr/I. Capt. George F. Lepplcn:
id. Me., Capt. ..Tamee A. Hall; 5th Me.. Capt. George
F. Leppteu: C, Pill., Capt. Jamee Thompeon; F. let
Pa.. LleuL R. Bruce Wckette. Artillery 10118: k, 2: w,
15=17.
THIRD DIV18101'l, H~.-Geu. George G. Meade.

nr.l Brigade, Col. W1Illam Blnolalr (w), CoL William
HcCandle88: 1st Pa. Beaervee, Capt. William C. Talley:
id. Pa. Bellervee, CoL WlllIam MoCandlees, Capt. Tlma
10hy Me&It<y: 6th Pa. ReBervee, MaJ. WelllngWn H. Eut:
13th P&. Bellervee (1st RIIlee). Capt. Charlea F. Taylor:
Wet Pill., Col. Chapman BIddle. Brigade lou : k. '7: w,
lIlIll; m. 77=510. &Dond BrigaiU, CoL Albert L. Magn
ton: 3d Pill. ReBervtlll, Col. Horatio G. Bickel; &th Pa.
ReBcrvee, Ueut.-COL Richard H. Woolworth: 7tb Pill.
RelIervea, Col. Henry C. Bolinger: 8th Pill. ReBervee.
!tIaJ. SlllIA !tI. Bail:r: l'2d P&., Col. Robert P. Cummine.
Brigade 10811: k, G5; W, '26; m. 1'1 =G8'l. TAird Brigade.
Brlg.-Gen. C. Feger Jackeon (11:). CoL Joeeph W. Fleher.
Lleut.-Col. Robert AnderBOn: 5th Pill. ReBerves. Col.
Joaeph W. F1Bher, Lleut.-C01. George Dare: 9tb Pill. Be
serve8. Lleut.-COL Robert Andereon. M~. Jamee McK.
8nod~; loth Pa. Re8er'v68. M~. JalD68 B. Knox;
11th PD. Re86rveA. Lleut.-COl. samuel M• .Jack.8on: 12th
Pa. Re8ervea, Capt. RIchard Gnatin. Brlj!ado loee: k,
N; w. 610, Ill, 216=681. ArIUlertl: A, let Pa., LIeut.
.John G. 8tmpaon; B,lst P&., Capt. Jamee H. Cooper:
G. 1Bt P.., Capt. FnmlI P. AIDBden: C, 5th U. B.,
Capt. Dunbar R. Ranaom. Artlllery lOllS: k,7: w,19:
m. ,=30.

SIXTH ARMY CORPS. M~.-Geu.Will1am F. Bmith.
E_I: L, loth N. Y. Cav., LIeut. George Vanderbilt;

I, 6th Pa. Cav., Capt. .Jamee Btarr; K. 8th Pill. Cav.,
Capt. Frederick C. Newhall
FlUT DIV18ION, Brlg.-Geu. W1Illam T. H. Brooke.

Fl.r.1 Brigade, Col. AllredT. A. Torbert: 1etN. J., Lleut.
Col. Mark W. Collet; 2d N. J., Col. Samuel L. Bnck; 3d
N. .J., Col. Henry W. Brown; 'tb N. J •• Col. Wllllam B.
Hatch (wI. Lleut.-CoL Jamee N. DuIl';y; 15th N. J., LIeut.
Col. Edward L. Campbell; 28d N. J., CoL Henry O.
Byer80u. Brigade 1088: k, 18; w, 9~: m,50=162. S
olid BriQad.e, CoL Henry 1.. cake: 5th Me•• Col. Edward
A. Beammon; 16th N. Y.,CoL JoelJ. Beaver: 27thN. Y .•
Col. Alexander D. Adame: l21st N. Y., CoL Emory
Uptou; 96th Pa., Lleut.-C01. Peter A. Wbert. Brigade
ION: k, '; w,13=17. Third Brigade, Brig.-Gen. David
A. BlllIlI6ll: 18th N. Y.• CoL George R. Myel'll; 31st N.
Y., Llent.-Col. Leopold C. Newmau; 82d N. Y.• Capt.
Charlee HUbbB: 95th Pa., Lleut.-col. EUeha Hall. Bri
gade 1000e: w. 10. ArIUIerv: A, Md., Capt. .John W.
Wolcott; 1st Mase., Capt. WIlliam H. McCartney; let
N. J •• Capt. William HexalDer; D. 2d U. B•• Lleut. Ed
ward B. Wlll1Bton. Artlliery ION: k. 2: w, 8 = 8.
aBOOND DIVI8ION, Brlg.-Gen. Alblou P. Howe.

FI.,.", Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Calvin E. Pratt: 6th Me.,
Col. Hiram Burnham: &ad N. Y.• Col. Bel\lamln F.
Baker; '9thPa., CoL William H. Irwin: 119th Pa.• Col.
Peter C. Ellmaker; 5th W18., CoL Amaea Cobb. Brl«ade
1088: w, 28; m, 8 = 26. 8«tmd Brigatk, Col. Henry
Whitiug: 26th N. J., CoL Andrew J. Morr1Bon: id.
Vt., L1eut.-eoL Charlee H. Joyce; 3d Vt., CoL Breed
N. Hyde; 'th Vt.• Col. Charlee B. Btoughton; 5th Vt.,
CoL Lewte A. Grant; 6th Vt., CoL Nathan Lord, Jr.
Brigade lOlls: k, 21 : w, 121; m. 2 = 1"- Third Brigade,
Brlg.-Gen. Frano18 L. VInton (W). CoL Robert F. Taylor.
Brlg•.Gen. Thomas H. Neill: 21&t N. J., CoL Glillam
Van Houten: 20th N. Y., Col• .ErnlIt von Vegeaack; 88d
N. Y., CoL Robert F. Taylor; &9th N. Y., Col. Daniel D.
Bidwell; 77th N. Y.. LIeut.-CoL WlD.8Or B. French.
Brigade ION: k,l; w. 1& = 15. ArtUUr/l: B, Md., Capt.
AloIlSO Bnow; 1st N. Y., Capt. Andrew Cowan; 3d N. Y.,
LIeut. W1Illam A. Ham; F, 5th U. B•• Llent. Leonard
Martlu. Artillery l08e; w, 1.
THIRD DIVIlIION, Brlg.-Gen. Johu Newton.Fir., Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. .John Cochraue: 65th N. Y.•
Col. Alexander Bhaler; 67th N. Y .• Col. Nelaon OroN;
12id. N. Y.,CoL BIIM Tltna; 28d Pill., M~.John F. Glenn;
81et p"-. CoL George C. Bpear: 82d P&., Col. David H.
WilUame. Brigade 1088: k, 2: w,19; m,8=2&' BeooRd
Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. Charlea DeV6D8. Jr.: 7th H&88.,
Lleut.-COL Franklin P. Harlow; loth Masl., CoL Henry
L. Euatle; 87th MBBII.. Colonel Oliver Edwardl: 86th N.
Y.• CoL WillIam H. Browne; id. R. I•• CoL Frank
Wheaton. Lleut.-C01. Neleon VIall Brigade 1088: k. 3 :
w, I' = 17. TAWd Brl{JatU, Col. Thomae A. Rowley, Brig.·
Gen. Frank Wheaton: t12d N. Y., M~. wUeou Hubbell:
98d Pill.. M~. Johu M. Mark: 98th P&., L1eut.-COL Adolph
Mehler; 10'ld Pl\,. Lieut.-Co\. Joeeph M. KInkead: 189th
P&., Lleut.-C01. James D. OweD/!. Brigade 1088: w. 6;
m, 6 = 12. ArtUlery: C. llIt P&., Capt. Jeremiah MoCar
thy: D, let Pa., Capt. MIchael Hall: G, 2d U. B., Lieut.
.John H. Butler. ArtIllery lou: k, 2: w. 8 = 10.

CAVALRY BRIGADE. BrlK.-Gen. George D. BayDrd
(11:), CoL David McM. Gregg: Indep't Co.. D. C., Lieut.
Willlame H. Orton; lIt Me., Lieut.-Col. Calvin B. Douty:
let N.J.• Lleut.-CoLJolephX..rgl!: 2d N. Y., M~. Henry
E. Dllviee; loth N. Y., LIeut.-Col. William Irvine; let
Pa.. Col. Owen .Jouee. Bri~ade IDle: k, 1; w, 3= •• A,...
fUkrll: C. 3d U. B.. Capt. Horatio G. GIbBon.

Tot&! Unlou 108e: killed, 12810; wounded. 9600; capt
ured or D1l88tn~. 1769 = 12.658.

Rel!Brdlug the etrenlltb of hIe anoy ou the morning ot
December 13th, General BurnsIde eaye (" Official Rec
orda," Vol. XXI., p. 90): "The tore.es now under com
mand ot General Frauklln consIsted at about 60,000 mon.
ae ebown by tbe morning reporta, and was compoeed ae
tollowe: Blxth CorpB. 210,000; FIrat CarpI. 18.1iOO: Third
Corpe (two dlv1BloDB), 10,000; Ninth Corpe IBI1l'I18'e d1vta
lonl. tOOO: Bayard'l cavalry. SllOO. General Bumner Iw.d
about 27,000 men, comprlelng his own grand d1v1eion,
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except Buma'lI div1lllon ot the Nlnth COrpll. General
Hooker'1I command Wall about 26,000 8trong, two ot
General 8toneman'8 div1lllonB having reported to Gen·
eral Franklin." TheBe numbel"ll aggregate 118,000.

Acoording to BUl"DB1de'8 return tor December 10th
(" Oftloial Becord8," VoL XXI., p. 11211, the" preeent tor
duty equipped," or avallAble tor llne ot battle, 'Wall

10l,90S mtantry, li8B4. cavalrY, and lilllI8 arWlllry =1lll,lJ83.

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY,

ABMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA.- General Robert E. Lee.

FIR8T ARMY CORPS, Llent.-Gen. JamCB LongBtreet. Jame8 Dearinl\'; VII.. Battery (Fauquier Art'y), Capt. R.
J("I.&WS'S DIVI8ION, M",.-Gen. Lafayette McLawlI. 8taff M. Btribllng; Va. Battery (Bichmond Fayette Art·yo.

108s: k,l; 11', 1=~. Capt. MlleBC. Macon. Dtv1lllonlOll8: 11:,8; 11',00; m,I=51.
Ker.havJ'. Brigam, Brig.-Gen. JOlICph B. Kerahaw: HOOD'S DIVISION, M"'.-Gen. John B. Hood.

M 8. C., Col. John D. Kennedy; 3d 8. C., Col. JameB D. La",'. Brlgam, Brig.-Gen. E. McIver Law: itb Ala..
Nance 111'), Lleut.-CoL WIll1am D. Rutherford (w),~. --; UthAla.,--:6thN.C.,--: Mth N. C., Col.
Robert C. MllJl'ett (WI, Capt. William W. Hance (11'), Capt. J. C. 8. McDowell: 67thN. C., Col. A. C. Godwiu. Brlgad"
John C. 8ummer (k), Capt. John K. G. Nanoo: 7th 8. C., 1088: k,lIO; 11', 1M: m, 6 = ~19. Robertlltm'.Brlgatk, BrIg.
Lleut.-CoL Elbert Bland; 8th 8. C., Capt. E. T. 8tack· Gen. J. B. RobertBon : 3d Ark., --; 18tTex.,-- : ~th
honee; 15th 8. C., Col. W. D. De 8aU88ur6; 3d 8. C. Bat- Tex., --: 6th Tex.,--. Brigade 10118: k,l: 11', ~=ll.
tallon, Lleut.-Col. W. G. Bioo. Brigade 10811: k, 88; 11', Ander807&'.Brigam, Brig.-Gen. Goorge T. AndertlOn: lat
M! = 379. BarkMlak'. Brigruk, Brlg.-Gen. Wtll1am Ga. (Regnlara),--: 7th Ga.,--: 8th Ga., --; 11th
Barklldale: 18th M18II., Col. J. W. Carter; 17th M18II., Ga.,--: llthGa.,--. Brigadeloll8: k,~: w,8: m.
Lleut.-Col.John C. FIBer; 18th Mi8ll., Lleut.-CoL W1lllam 4 = U. ToomlW. Brit/Gtk. CoL H. L. Bennlng: 2d Ga.,
H. LUBe: 2111t MlB8., Col. Bell.lamln G. HumphreY8., --; 16th Ga.,--; 17th Ga.,--: llOthGa..--.
Brigade 10118: k, 29: 11',161; m, 6~=~n. Oobb'.Brigruk, Brigade los8: k, 1: 11', U; m. ~ =16. ArtUlerJl: 8. C.
BrIK.-Gen. Thomall R. R. Cobb (m 11'), Co!. Robert MOo Battery (German Art'y), Capt. W. K. Bachman: 8. C.
Mlllan: 16th Ga., Col. Goode Bryan; 18th Ga., Lleut.- Battery (Palmetto LIght Art'y), Oapt. Hugh R. Ganleo;
Col. 8. Z. Ru1f: ~th Ga., Col. Robert McM1Ilan; Cobb N. C. Battery (Rowan Art'y), Capt. Jamee Reilly.
lGa.) Legion, --: ~ Phllltp8 (Ga.) Legion, CoL B. F. R.a.NSOJl'S DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. Robert Ran80m, Jr.
Cook. Brigade 10811: II:, 88; 11',198: m.4=28ll. Semmu'. Batuom'. Brlgatk, Brig.-Gen. Robert Ban80ID, ;Jr.:
Brigatk, Brig.-Gen. Pan! J. 8emmeB: 10th Ga.. --; ~th N. C., --; ~6th N. C., Lleut.-CoL 8amuel C. Bry
OOthGa.,--: 61Bt Ga.,--: 68dGa.,--. Brigade BOU; 86th N.C.,--: 49thN.C.,--; Va. Battery,
10118: 11',4. ArtUlery, Col. HenryC. Cabell: N. C. Bat- Capt. J.R. Branch. Brigade 1088: k,~; w,l7i=lM.
tery, Capt. BalIn C. Manly; Ga. Battery, Capt. J. P. W. Oooke'. Brigade, Brig.-Gen. John R. Cooke (11'), Col. E.
Bead; lilt Richmond (Va.) Howitzera, Capt. E. 8. Me- D. Hall: 16th N. 0., --: ~th N. C., Col. John A.
Carthy; Ga. Battery (Troup Art'YI, Capt. Henry H. Gllmer, Jr.; Wh N. 0., 001. E. D. Hall; 68th N. C.,
carlton. ArtIllery lOlls: w, 2. (Colonel Cabell alBo com- Lleut.-Col. 8amuel H. Walkup; Va. Battery lCooper'8).
manded Nel80n'8 battalion, and Branch'lI, COOper'8 Brlgadelo88: k,62; w,828=88O.
Dear1ng'1I, El1II'lI, Eubank'II, Lane'8, Macon's, and RoIl8'B COBl'8 .a.BTILLBRT (not IUlB1gned to divIBion8).
batteriell.) Wakington (La.) ArtUlerll, Col. J. B. Walton: let Co.,
ANDERSON's DIVI8lON, M",.-Gen. Wchard H. Anderaon. capt. C. W. 8qu1reB; 2d Co., Capt. J. B. BichardBOD; 3d

Wileoz'. Brlgam, Brig.-Gen. COOmUB M. Wlloox: 8th Co., Capt. M. B. MIDer; 4th Co., capt. B. F. Ellhlemlm.
Ala., --; 9th Ala., --; 10th Ala., --; 11th Ala., Battal10n 10118: k, 8; w, ~=~. AleztuIdw'• .BattalioJ&,
--: Uth Ala., --. Brigade 10811: k,8: w,16=18. Lleut.-Col. E. Porter AlC%llllder: Va. Battery (Bedford
Mahone'. Brigatk, Brig.-Gen. Wllltam Mahone: 6th Va., Art'y), Capt. Tyler C. Jordan; Va. Battery. capt. J. L.
--: 12th Va., --; 16th Va., --; 41Bt Va., --: Eubank: La. Battery (MadiBon LIght Art'y) , Capt.
61I1tVa.,--. Brigadel08ll:k,2: W,6=8. Fealhentotl'. George V. Moody: Va. Battery, Capt. Wllltam. W. Par_
Brigruk,Brig.-Gen.W.S.Feathereton:nthMillll.,--; ker; S. C. Batten', Capt. A. B. Rhett; Va. Battery,
16th MiBB.. --; 19th MiBB., --; 48th M1IIB. (600'B), Capt. P. Woolfolk. Jr. Battallon 10118: k, 1: W'. 10 = 11.
--. BriKadel088: k,5: 11',88=48. Wrighr.Brigam. 8ECOND ARMY CORPS, Lleut.·General TholllBll J.
Brig.-Gen. A. R. Wright: 3d Ga., Col. Edward J. Wallrer; Jack80n.
~ Ga., --; 48th Ga., Capt. M. R. Hall: M Ga. Bat- HILL'S DIVl8lON. M",.-Gen. Daniel H. HID.
tallon, Capt. C. J. Moffett. Brigade IOB8: k, ~; 11', 1 = 3. PI,."t Brigade, Brig.-Gen. R. E. Rodes: 3d Ala., -- ;
P6rT7/. Brigade, Brig.-Gen. E. A. Perry: M Fla., --; 6th Ala., --; 6th Ala., --: 12th Ala.. --; 26th
6th Fla., --; 8th Fla.. Capt. David Lang (WI, Capt. Ala., --. Brigade 1088; k. 2: w, 14 = 16. 8«IoRd
TholDaII R. Love. Brigade IOB8: k, 7; 11', 88; m." = 89. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. George Dole8: 4th Ga.. --; Uth
ArtUhrIl: La. Battery (DonaldBonvllle Art'y) , Capt. ViOo Ga., CoL John B. EBteII; 18t N. C., --; 3d N. C.,--.
tor Maurin; Va. Battery, Capt. Frank Huger; Va. Bat- Brigade 1088: k, 2; 11', ~5 =~. TII'rd Brigruk, Brlg._
tery, Capt. John W. LewiB: Va. Battery (Norfolk Ligbt Gen. A. H. Colquitt: 18th Ala., --: 6th Ga.. --;
Art'yBIueB), Lieut. Wllllam T. Peet. Artillery 108B: k, 28d Ga., --; ~7th Ga., --: ~h Ga., --. BrI-
I: 11',8=9. gade 10811: w,16. Fourth Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. A1tred
PICKETr'SDIVISION, Maj.-Gen. GeorgeE. Pickett. Iver80n: 6th N. C., --; l~h N. C., --; Wh N. C••

0tJrr&ett'. Brlgam, Brig.-Gen. RIchard B. Garnett: --: 28d N. C., --. Brigade I08B: k,l: 11'.12=11_
8th Va.,--: 18th Va., --: 19th Va., --; 28th Va., PlfrA Brigade, Col. Bryan GrimM: M N. C., --; 4th
--: 66th Va.,--. Armt.tead'.Brigrrde, Brig.-Gen. N. C., --: 14th N. C., --: 80th N. c., --. Brt
LewtBA. ArmiBtead: 9thVa.,--: UthVa.,--; 88th gadeloB8: k,8: 11',61=69. ArIUlery, M"'orH.P.;Jone3:
Va.,--; 68d Va., --; 67th Va., --. Kemper'. Bri- Ala. Battery, Capt. R. A. Hardaway; Ala. Battery (Jeff'
gade, Brig.-Geu. James L. Kemper: IBt Va.,--: 3d Davis Art'y), Capt. J. W. Boudurant: Va. Battt-ry,
Va.,--; 7th Va.,--: 11th Va.,--: ~th Va., (King Wlll1am Art'y), Capt. Thomu H. Cart""r: VL
--. Jenkina'. Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Micah Jenkln8: Battery (Morri8 Art'y), capt. R. C. M. Page; Va. Battery
lilt 8. C. (HBoKood'8): M 8. C. Rl1le8, --: 6th 8. C., (OranKll Art'y) , Capt. C. W. Fry. Art11lery 10118; k. 4;
--; 6th 8. C., --: Hamptou (8. C.) Legion, 11', 8 = 1~.

--: Palmetto (8. C.) 8harp-shootere,--. Oo,."e'. LIGHT DIVISION, MaJ.-Gen. AmbI'OMl P. HUl.
Brit/Gtk, Brlg.·Gen. IIi0ntgomery D. Corse: 16th Va., Rr.t Briga.de, Col. J. M. Brockenbrough: ~ VL.
--; 17th Va.,--; 80th Va.,--; lr.Id Va.,--. --; 47th Va., Col. Robert M. Mayo; 66th Va., --;
ArlUlt:ry (oompoilitlon lnoomplete): Va. Battery, capt. !r.ld Va. Battallon, Lieut.-CoL E. P. Tayloe. Brlp4e

~The duh Indloatell tbat the name of the oommandlns oItlcer haa not been found In the" Ollloial B~"-EDI!I'O"
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IIMI8: k, 10; "tV, 73 = 83. 8uond Brigade. Brlg.-Gen.
Jlaxcy Gregg (m wI, Col. D. H. Hamilton: 1st S.
C. (Prov. Army). Col. D. H. Hamllton; 1st S. C. R11les.
--; 12th S. C•• --; 13th S. C., --; lith S. C.•
CoL Bamuel McGowan. Brigade loss: k and w, 363.
I1drd Brigade, BrIg.-Gen. Edward L. Thomas: lith
Ga., --; 36th Ga.. --. ; 41th Ga., --; uth Ga.,

Brigade 1088: k • .:I; w. 288 = 330. FourUl Bri
fIUIk. BrIg.-Gen. James H. Lime: 7th N. C.• IJeut-Col. J.
L. HID; 18th N. C., Col. Thowaa J. Purdie (wI; 28th N.
C.• Col. S.D. Low,,; 38dN. C•• Col. Clark 111I. Avery; 37th
N. C•• Col. W. M. Barbour (w). Brigade 1088: k, 62; w.
257; m. 2l8=1i3Il. n~ Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. James J.
Archer: 6th Ala.• Battalion, MuJor A. S. Van de Grad
(WI. Capt. S. D. 8tewart; 19th Ga.. LIeut.-CoL Andrew
J. HutchiDa; 1st Tenn. (Prov. Army), CoL Peter Turney
(WI. IJeut.-CoL N. J. George (WI. Cnpt. M. Turney (WI,
Capt. H. J. HawkIns; 7th Tenn., Col. John F. Goodner;
lith Tenn.• IJent.-eoI. Jsmes W. Lockert. Brigade I08S:
II:. te; 'W, 211: m. 166 ='17. Biz'" Brigade, Brlg.-Gen.
WUJ1am D. Pender (wI, CoL Alfred M. 8cales: 13th N.
C., CoL Alfred M. Beales; 16th N. C., Col. Johu S. McEl
roy; 22d N. C., MuJ. ChrlBtopher C. Cole; 34.th N. C.,
--; 38th N. C., --. Brigade 1088: k,16; w,l63=
111&. ArlUlery, Lieut.-Col. R. L. Walker: N. C. Battery
(Branch Art"y-sectlon), Lieut. J. R. Potta; Va. Battery
ICreuahaw"s- 8OOtloo). Lient. James Ellett (11:); Va. Bat
tery (Fredericksburg Art'YI, IJeut. E. A. Marye; Va.
Battery (J01lnBon's - section). Lieut. V. J. Clutter (wI;
Va. Batter)" (Leteher Art'y), Capt. G. Davidson; 8. C. Bat
tery (Pee Dee Art'y), Capt. D. G. McIntosh; Va. Battery
(Purcell Art'y), capt. W. J. Pegram Artillery loss: k, 11 ;
.... 11I=11I. D1v!B1on 1088: k. 231; w. li7'; m. '17 =2122.
EWKLL'S DIVIBION. Brlg.-Gen. Jubal A. Early.

LaIlCW,,'. Brl{Jade, Col. E. N. Atkinson (wand c). Col.
Clement A. Evans: 13th Ga., CoL J. M. 8m1th; 28th Ga.•
capt. B. F. Gnwe; 31st Ga., CoL Clement A. Evans; 38th
Oa., capt. WDl1am L. McLeod; 60th Oa., Col. W. H.
8We6; 818t Ga.. CoL J. H. Lamar (w), MuJ. C. W. McAr
thur. Brigade 1088: k. 118; w, 833 = 719. 1rimble·. Brl
fIUIk, Col. Robert F. Hoke: 16th Ala., --; l~h Oa.•
--; 21st Ga., IJeut.-Col. Thomaa W. Hooper: 218t N.
C.• --; I11t N. C. Battallon --. Brigade 10118: k, 8;
.... 98=108. Earl"'. Brigade, CoL JamesA. Walker: 13th
\"a•• L1ent.-eol.JamesB.Terrlll; 26th Va.,--; 31stVa.
--; "thVa., --; ,Dth Va., --; 6211 Va.,--;
lIlIth Va., --. BrIgade1088: k, 17; w, 1'0= 167. Hall".
Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Harry T. Hays: 6th La.,--;8th
IA.--; '1th lA,--; 8th La.,--; Dth La., --.
~1oIIB:k,9; w,"; m, 1=64. ArlUlery,Capt. J. W.
Latimer: Va. Battery (Charlottesville Art'y), Capt. J.
MeD. carrington: MeL Battery (Chea1Ipeake Art'y) ,
Ueut. John R. Plater; 1st MeL Battery. Capt. Wllitam F.
Dement; Va. Battery (Courtney Art'YI, Lleut. W. A.
Tauner; La. Battery (Ouard Art'Y). Capt. Louis D'Aquln
/kl: Va. Battery (8tannton Art'yl, Llent. Asher W. GIU'
ber. ArtIllery 10118: k.'; w. 21 = 26.
.JACI(JI()N'S DIVtSION, Brlg.-Oen. WUllam B. TaUaferro.

PUW Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. E. F. Paxton: 2d Va., Capt.
J. Q. A.. Nadenbou1ICh; 'th Va., IJeut.-eoI. R.D. Gard
ner (W'), 1Il"'. William Terry; 6th Va.. Lleut.-eol. H.
J. WWtam&; 2'lth Va., Llent.-eoL James K. Edmondson;
33d Va., CoL Edwin G. Lee. Brigade 101111: k, 3; W,";
m, 1 = 4& I1«:ortd BritlfJde, Brlg.-Gen. John R. Jones;
!tat Va., --: .:Id Va.. --; Wh Va., --; 1st Va.

Battallon.--. Brigade J088: k. 3; w.U=37. Tldrd
Brigade. Col. E. T. H. Warren: '7th Ala., Capt. Jamea
M. campbell; '8th Ala•• Capt. C. B. 8t. John; loth Va.,
capt. W. B. Yancey: 23d Va., Capt. A. J. R1chardBon;
37th Va., CoJ. T. V. Wllilaws. BrllI'ade J088: w,9. Four'"
Brigade. CoL Edmund Pendleton: 1st La., Lieut.-Col.
M. Nolan; lid La., M",. M. A. Orogan; 10th La.. HuJ.
John M. Legett; lith La.. Capt. H. M. VerJander; 16th
La., Lieut.-eoL MeO. Goodwyn. Brigade loss: k, 2; w.
36=37. Artillerll, Capt. J. B. Brockenbrough: Va. Bat
tery (Carpenter's), Lieut. Oeorge McKendree; Va. Bat
tery (Danvllle Art·y). Capt. Oeorge W. WoodJng (w): Va.
Battery (Hampden Art·y), capt. WIlliam H. Cssk1e; Va.
Battery (Lee Art·y), Lieut. C. W. Statham; Va. Battery
(LUBk's). Artillery loss: k, 2; 'W, '8: m. 1 = 61.
RE8ERVE ARTILLERY,-o- Brlg.-Oen. W. N. Pendleton.

Broum·. BaUalion, Col. j:Tbompson Brown: Va. Bat
tery, Capt. James V. Brooke; Va. Battery (Powhatan
Art·y), Capt. Wll1IB J. Dance; Va. Battery (8alem Art·y.
Hupp's), --; Va. Battery (Rockbridge Art'y), Capt.
W1llIam T. Poague; Va. Battery (3d Howitzers), IJeut.
James Utz (k); Va. Battery, Capt. Davllt Watson. Bat
taUon 10118: k, 10; w, 26 = 36. Rumler (Ga.) BaUaliml,
IJeut.-Col. Allen 8. Cntts: Co. A. Capt. H. M. RoBS; Co. B.
Capt. GeorgeM. Patterson; Co. C, Capt. John Lane. Nel
_·.Battalion, MuJ. William Nelson: Va. Battery (Am
herst Art'y) , Capt. ThoIDaa J. KIrkpatrick: Va. Battery
(Fluvanna Art'y), Capt. John L. MB81IIe; Oa. Battery.
Capt. John MIlledge, Jr. MiBeeU4mouB BaUerlu (aBBlgn
menta not lodlcated): Ga. Battery (Ella'sl, LIeut. w. F.
Anderson; Va. Battery (Hanover Art'y), Capt. George
W. Nelson.
CAVALRY, M"'.-Gen. James E. B. 8tuart.

Hr.1 Brigade (a detachment was on a raid to the re4r
oUhe Union army), Brlg.-Gen. Wade Hampton: 1st N. C.•
CoL L. 8. Baker; 1st 8. C., Col. J. L. Beach; 2d 8. C., CoL
H. C. Bntler; Cobb (Ga.) LegIon, Lieut.·CoL P. M. B.
Young; PbIllIps's (Oa.) Legion, IJeut.-eol. W1llIam W.
R1cb. &coRd Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. FItzhugh Lee: 1st
Va.. Col. James H. Drake; 2d Va., Col. Thomas T. Mun
tord; 3d Va., Col. T. H. Owen; 'th Va.• Col. Wffilama C.
Wickham; 6th Va. --. T"-i,.dBrigade. Brlg.-Gen. W.
H. F. Lee: 211 N. C.• CoL 8. Williams; lith Va., Col. R. L.
T. Beale; 10th Va., CoL J. Luctua Davis; 13th Va., Col.
J. R. Chamb1lBB, Jr.; 16th Va.. Col. WUllam B. Ball.
Brigade 10118: w, 7. Artillery, M",. John Pelham: Va.
Battery, Capt. Jamea Breathed; Va. Battery, Capt. R.
P. Chew; 8. C. Battery, Capt. J. F. Hart; Va. Battery.
Capt. M. W. Henry; Va. Battery, Capt. M. N. Moorman.
ArtIllery 1088: 11:, 3; w, 22 = 26.

Total Confederate J08S: killed, 608; wounded, '118;
captured or missing. 863= 637'1.

The .. prtl1l6nt tor duty .. 10 Lee's army (lncludJng all ot
Stuart's cavalry), as shown by hlB Tetum tor December
lotb, was 78,618. To arrive at Lee's e1l'ectlve strength 10
the battle (not oftlclally stated) tbere should be deducted
the u1lUal proportlou ot non-ilombatants. the detachment
ot Hampton·s cavalry brigade, on a raid te the north of
tbe Rappahannock, and the cavalry brigade of W. E.
Jones1l6rv1ng In the Shenandoah Valley. Accordlnl!' to
the estimate of Mr. Thomas WhIte, 118 given In Taylor's
.. Four Years with General Lee" (p. 168). thlB was 118,600 ot
all arms. Colonel Taylor (p. 81) says: .. Leas than 20.000
Confederate troops (about one-fourth of the army under
General Lee) were actively engaged."- EDITORS.

*M..,o.-. Oarne&t, HamUton. and T. :So Page, :Sr.• art! mentioned In the reports a8 commanding artlUery battalions. but
the composition of their command. 18 not gtven.- EDrroBB.

...
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A BIT OF PARTISAN SERVICE.

BY JOHN 8. X08BY, COLONEL, C. 8. A.

B EFORE the first battle of Bull Run I had en- bo80m8 is a hell." I did not want to rust away m)'
listed as a private in a company of Confed- life in eamp, so I asked Stuart to give me a. detail

erate cavalry of which William E. Jones, a West of men to go over to Loudoun County, where I
Point officer, was the captain, and that had been thought I cooId make things lively during the win
assigned to the 18t Virginia regiment of cav- ter month8. Always tnll of enterprise, Stuart
airy, commanded by Colonel J. E. B. Stuart. We readily assented, and I started off on my eareer as
joined Stuart at Bunker Hill, a 8mall village on a partisan. At the time I had no idea of organiz.
the pike leading from Winchester, where General ing an independent command, but expected to
John8ton had hi8 headquarters, to Martinsburg, return to Stuart when the campaign opened in the
where Patterson with his army was lying. Stuart 8pring. I was indifferent to rank, and would have
was watching Patterson. In a few days Patterson been as contented to be a lieutenant as a colonel.
advanced and took posse88ion of our camp, and I was somewhat familiar with the country where
our regiment retired toward Winchester. Here I begau operation8, having picketed there the year
I took my first les80ns in wat'. Patterson had before. The line8 of t'be troops attached to the
no cavalry except a battalion of regulars, and defenses of Washington extended from about
we had no artillery; so he contented himself Oecoquan, on the lower Potomac. through Centre
with throwing an occasional shell at us, and we ville, in Fairfax County, to the Falls of the upper
got out of the way of them as fast as we could. Potomac, and thenee as farwe8t as Harper's Ferry.
One day we were lying down in a large open field This was a long line to defend, and before I went
holding our horses when a battery suddenly ap- there had not been closely gu&roed. I began on
peared upon a hill about a mile off and opened on the picket-lines; my attack8 were generally in the
us. I saw a shell burst within a few yards of night-time, and usually the 8urprise compensated
Captain Jones, who coolly oroered us to mount for the disparity in numbers. They would be l't'

and fall into line. I do not think I was 80 much peated the next, and orten during the same night
frightened at any time after that. Stuart sent one at a different point, and this created a va8tly ex
eompany of eavalry down towaro Charlestown to aggerated idea of my force. Some conception may
observe Patterson, and with the remainder of his be tormed of the alarm it produced from a faet
reiPment started tor Mana88as and took part in that stated by General Hooket', that in the 8pring of
battle. I set'ved also with Stuart on the Peninsula 1863 the planks on Chain Bridge were taken up
and in the Antietam campaign. every night to keep me out of Washington. At

When the year 1863 arrived Fredericksburg had that time I could not muster over twenty men. A
been fought. and the two armies, in winter quarters, !lmall force moving with celerity and threatenin~

were confronting each other on the Rappahannock. many points on a line can neutralize a hundrro
Both sides sought rest; the picket8 on the opposite times its own number. The line must be 8tronget' at
banks of the river had ceased firing aud gone to every point than the attacking loree, el8e it is
swapping coffee and tobo.ceo. The cavalry had broken. At that time Hooker asked that the cav
been sent to the rear to forage. But" quiet to quick aIry division belonging to the defenses of Wash,

us
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ington be sent to the front to reijnforce P18&llOn
ton when he crolllltld the Rappahannock to engage
Stuart in the great cavalry combat of June 9th. J It
was refused on the ground that it was necessary to
keep it where it W&8, in order to protect the commu
nication between the army and Washington. Afew
da~"8 before that fight we struok the railroad within
two miles of this cavalry oamp, and captured and
burned a train of supplies going up to Pleasonton.
The 3000 men who came atterme couldnot run any
faaster than the twenty with me. We vanished like
the children of the mist, and the majol'-general who
pnrsued reported that we had been annihilated.
Bilt within less than a week I pulled myllelf to
gether again, cro888d the Potomac about twelve
miles above W&8hington, and captured the cavalry
eamp near Seneea.

I reelU' now to the time when I first arrived in
the country whioh became the theater of the
partisan war which I carried on until the surrender
at Appomattox. As I have said, the line of out
posts belonging to the defenses of Washington
formed the are of a circle extending from the
upper to the lower Potomac. The troops had been
having an easy, lazy life, which was described in
thlO stereotyped message sent every night to the
Non.hern preBS, "All quiet along the Potomac."
I saw that here was a bountiful harvest to be
gathered, and that the rellpers were few. I gave
constant employment to the Union troops, and they
no longer led a life of drowsy indolence. I procured
some guides who knew every path of the country,
and with the aid of friendly citizens founli out
where every picket W&8 posted. A certain major
gt"neral came after me with a division of cavalry
and a battery of artillery. After shelling the woods
in every direction so as to be sure of my extermi
nation, and destroying many bats and owls, he took
off as prisoners all the old men he eould find. He
had the idea that I was a myth and that these old
farmers were the raiders. One old man appealed
to his crutch to Bhow the physical impoBSibility of
his being a guerrilla. But the major-general W&8
inexorable. He returned with his prizes to camp,
but I W8II there almost &8 soon &8 he was.

In the month of February, 1863, Brigadier-Gen
eral E. H. Stoughton was in command of the troops
in front of Washington, with his headquarters at
Fairfax Court House. There was a considerable
bodyalao at Centreville, and a cavalry brigade was
lOncamped on the pike leading from that place to
Fairfax CouTt Honse, under command of Colonel
pprey Wyndham. Stoughton W&8 a Wellt Point
oftl.eer, and had served with distinction under
~cClellan ou the Peninsula. Wyndham was an
Englishman serving &8 Colonel of the 1st New
JerBl''1 Cavalry. The year before he had started
up the Shenandoah Valley to bag Ashby, but the
performance did not come up to the mauifesto ; in
their ftrst encounter Ashby bagged him. He W&8
now given a chance to redeem his reputation. My
attaeks on his lines had been incessant and very
annoying. He struck blindlyaronndlike the Cyclops
in his eave, but nobody was hurt. The methodical

tactics he had learned in European wars were of no
more use to him than a suit of armor of the Middle
Ages. My men would dart down on his outposts
like a hawk on its prey j bllt when Wyndham came
up in solid column the partisans had gone. In his
vexation he sent me word that I W&8 a horse-thief;
to which I replied that all the horses I had stolen
had had riders, and the riders had had sabers
and pistols.

While operating against the outposts it had been
my custom to examine my prisoners separately,
and in this way I learned all the interior arrange
mente of their camps. I w&s then meditating &
bolder enterprise than I had ever undertaken, but
had communicated it to no one. This was to pene
trate the outer lines, and go right up to their head
quarters and carry off the general commanding
and Colonel Wyndham. It looked extremely
hazardou8 to attempt it; but as nothing of the
sort ever had been done, I calculated there would
be no precaution to prevent it. I was right. While
I was maturing my plan I received aid from an
unexpected source. One day a deserter, named
Ames, wearing the stripes of a sergeant, came to me
from a New York cavalry regiment of Wyndham's
brigade. The Emancipation Proclamation which
had been put in operation was the reason he
gave for deserting the cause of the Union, but I
always suspected that it was some personal wrong
he had suffered. He seemed to be animated by the
most vindictive hatred for his former comrades. I
felt an instinctive confidence in his sincerity which
he never betrayed. After I had thoroughly tested
his fidelity I made him a lieutenant. He served
with me until he W&8 killed in October, 1864.

I questioned Ames closely about the location of
the camps and outposts, and he confirmed the
knowledge I had previously obtained. I deter
mined first to take him on a trial-trip down into
Fairfax County. There was a cavalry post at a
certain school-house, and I started with Ames one
afternoon to attack it. A deep snow was on the
ground, and it was raining and sleeting. About
two weeks before, I had captured the same post,
but I thought they would not expect me back so
soon. To satisfy my men I did not let Ames carry
any arms, for they all were certain that he had been
sent to decoy me into a trap. The soldiers in the
Union camps slept soundly that night, tor they
felt sure that nothing but a wild animal would be
abroad in such weather. I stopped when I got
near the place I intended to attack, to make an
inquiry of a farmer who lived near there as to the
number of men on the post. I called him out of
bed. He came to the door in his night-dress, and
the first thing he &8ked W&8, "How many men have
you t" I said, "Seventeen." .. How many," I
asked, "are at the picket-post t" "One hundred,"
he answered. "I have been down there this even
ing. You are certainly not going to attack them
with so few ment· "Yes,"Irepliedj "it is so
dark tht'y can't see us, and will think I have got a
hundred too." Contrary to my usual practice. I
went straight along the road. We got close on the
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vedette, who challenged us, fired, and started into
camp at full speed. We dashed on as close to
his heels as the witches were on Tam O'Shanter's.
The men were asleep in the school·house and their
horses were tied with halters to the trees. If they
had staid inside they eould easily have driven us

COLOIlEL JOJll( 8. Jl08BT, C. 8. A..
J1lOJl A. PHOTOGILU'B.

ott with their carbines. But every man ran for his
horse, and we were just in time to scatter them.
We got all the hOrBe8, but most of the men escaped
in the darkness. In the charge, Ames rode by
my side. We got 011 safe with our booty and
prisoners. After daybreak, Colonel Wyndham
followed at full speed for twenty miles on our

track. All that he did was to go back to camp
with a lot of broken down hOrBes. Ame8, like the
saints, had been tried by fire; he was never
doubted afterward. The time had now come for
me to take a bolder flight and execute my plan of
making a raid on headquarters.

Itwas on the afternoon of March 7th, 1863, that I
started from Aldie with 29 men on this expedition.
Ames was the only one who knew its object. It was
pitch-dark before we got near the cavalry pickets at
Chantilly. We P&88ed in between them and Centre·
ville. Here a good point in the game was won, for
onceinside the Union lines we would be mistaken for
their own men. By an aooident one·half of my com
mand got separated in the dark from the other, and
it was nearly an hour before I could find them. We
pallSed along close by the camp-fue8, but the senti
nels took us for a scouting party of their cavalry. I
had felt very cold in the early part of the night.
but my blood grew warmer as I got tart.her in the
lines, and the chill P&88ed away. I had no reputa
tion to lose by failure but much to gain by sue
cess. I remembered, too, the motto that mon in
heaven wrote in Minerva's album-" Adventures
are to the adventurous." We struck the road lead
ing from Fairfax Court House to the railroad sta·
tion and then went on to the village. There were a
few guards about, but they did not suspect us until
they saw a pistol pointed at them. Of course they
surrendered. Some refused to believe we were
Confederates after we told them who we were. A
few sentinels hailed us with the formula, .. Who
comes there'" and were answered, "5th New
York Cavalry." It was past midnight, and it was
necessary to do our work quickly if it was to be
done at all. The first thing I did was to detail
squads of men to gather prisoners and horse~.

I was more anxious to catch Wyndham than any
one else; so I sent Ames, with a detachment, after
bim. But for once fortune had been propitiolls
to bim. He had gone down to Wasbington t.bst
evening. Ames got two of bis st&ff and his uni·
form, and brought them to me. One of these offi
cers was Captain Barker, of the 5th New York
Cavalry, who had been Ames's captain. Ames
brought him to me as a trophy, and seemed to feel
a malicious pride in introducing him. I had sent
another part.y to the house where Lieut.·Col. Robert
Johnstone, commanding the cavalry brigade, was
sleeping. In scme manner he had heard the alann
and bad slipped out through the back way into the
garden in bis night-clothes. His wife met my men
like a lioness at the door. I was greatly disap
pointed in not getting Wyndham. The capture of
his st&II-oftlcers and fine horses was not an equiva
lent for the 1088 of the chief. The other details did
their work rapidly, and soon collected at our rendez
vous in the court-yard a large number of prisonel'l!
and fine steeds. The prisoners seemed to be utterly
dumfounded. About this time Joe Nelson rode lip
to me with a prisoner who said he belonged to the
guard at General Stoughton's headquarters, and

.with a party of five or six I immediately went the",.
We dismounted, and with a loud rap on the front
door awoke the inmates. An upper window WII~

raised and Bome one called out, "Who is there'"

Digitized by GoogIe



A BIT OF PARTISAN SERVICE.

The lUlBWer was, "We have a dispatch for General
Stoughton." An oftlcer (Lieutenant Prentiss) Cl&IIle
to the front door to get it. I caught hold of his
shirt and whispered my name in his ear, and told
him to lead me to the general's room. Resistance
W&8 useless, and he did so. A light was struck,
and before us lay the sleeping general. He quickly
raised himself in bed and asked what this meant. I
Mid, "Geueral, get up - dress quick - you are a
prisoner." "Whatl" exclaimed the indignant gen
lOral. "My name is Mosby; Stuart's cavalry are in
poE!8essiOD of this place, aDd General J aekson holds
Centreville." "Is Fitz Lee here '" "Yes." "Then
take me to him; we were cl&88mates." " Very
well; but dre88 quick." Two of my men &88isted
him to put OD his clothes. My motive in deceiving
him in regard to the amount of my foree was to
deprive him of all hope of rescue. I was in a most
('riti~lsituation,for in addition t() several thousand
troops in the surrounding camps, a considerable
number were quartered in the houses in the village.
If there had been the least concert among them
they could easily have driven us out; but, although
we remained there an hour, not a shot was fired;
&8 soon &8 our presence became known each man
tried to save himself. Stoughton did not delay a
moment, for he had no idea how few of us there
were. A couple of men had been left to hold our
horses while we were in the house. One of these,
George White811arver, surrounded and ~ptured 0.

~ of six men sleeping in a tent. Stoughton's
horses all stood at the door as we came out, with
saddles and bridles on. Lieutenant Prentiss
started, but soon parted company with us. We
eould not see where he went. When I got to the
eollrt-yani I found all my different squads col
ll"('ted there with their prisoners and spoils. No
sign of resistance had been shown. The prisoners
outnumbered us three or four to one, and each
was mounted and leading a horse. The cavalcade
Iltarted in an opposite direction from where we in
tlOnded to go, in order to deceive ourpursuers. After
~ing a few hundred yards we turned and flanked
the ~valrycamp, and struck the pike to Centreville.

Stoughton soon discovered how few of us there
were. I did not allow him to hold his bridle-reins,
but ~ve them to one of my men (Hunter), who rode
bl'Ride him. St<lnghton remarked, "This is 0. bold
thing you have done; but you will certainly be
('aught; our cavalry will soon be after you." "Per
haps so." I said. It was so dark that the blue
could not be distinguished from the gray. Hence
the prisoners all thought there were at least one
hundred of us. We lost many of them before we
got beyond the lines. They were all formed in a
column of fours, and after we got on the pike I rode
>lOme distance in the rear while Hunter, with
Stoughton, was leading in front. We went at a
trot and the chances of our escape were improving.
~o one seemed to be on our track, as our winding

about had baftled pursuit. It never entered the
head of anyone that I would mareh up the pike in
the face of two or three thousand troops at Centre
ville. When within a mile of that place, and just
about the break of day, we came upon a camp-fire
which had evidently just been deserted. A picket
had been posted there on the evening before to stay
during the night. The oftlcer, thinking it unnecell
s&ry to remain longer, had gone into camp. As we
had taken the precaution to cut the telegraph wires,
no news had yet reached Centreville of our work
at the Court House. When I saw the picket-lire on
the pike I halted the column and galloped forwani
to reconnoiter. Seeing that no one was there,
I called to Hunter to come on. It was necessary
to make a circuit around Centreville, and to pass
between encampments of Union troops on both
sides of it. I was certain to be lost if I went either
too far to the left or the right. Just as we turned
off from the pike Captain Barker made a desperate
attempt to escape. He darted from the line, but
my Hungarian Jake was at his heels, and sent a
harmle88 shot after him just as his horse fell in a
ditch. I rode up to him and inquired if he was
hurt. He said ., No," and Jake assisted him to
mount. No one else cared to repeat the experi
ment. We pa88ed within a few hundred yards of the
forts, and could see the guns pointing through the
embrasures and hear the challenge of the sentinels
as they walked on the parapets. My heart began to
beat with joy. The odds were now rapidly getting in
my favor. We were soon on the other side of Centre
ville. Although we could be plainly seen from there,
it was probably supposed that we were a scout
ing party of Federal cavalry. When we got to Cub
Run, it was so swollen by the melting snows that
it could not be forded. We were still within easy
cannon-shot of the guns on the heights, and there
was no time to be lost. I acted on the maxim of
plucking the flower safety from the nettle danger,
and plunging into the brimming stream swam over.
The rest followed, Stoughton being next to me.
The first thing he said as he shivered with cold was,
"This is the first rough treatment I have received."
I knew that no cavalry would ever swim after me.
Leaving Hunter to come on with my men and pris
oners, I galloped on ahead with George Slater and
once more got on the pike at Groveton. This was
the very spot where, the year before, Fitz John Por
ter had made his disastrous assault ou Jackson.
From this hill I ha.d a view of the pike seven miles
back to Centreville. No enemy was in pursuit. I
was safe. Just then Hunter appeared and the sun
rose. It seemed to me that it never shone with
such splendor before. I turned over my prisoners
to Stua.rt at Culpeper Court House. He was as
much delighted by what I had done as I was, and
published a general order announcing it to the
cavalry, in which he said that it was "a feat UD

paralleled in the war."
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131h Vlrll1D1a Cavalry. COLONEL: Tbe ml\lor-geoeral COlli·
maodlog dlrects mo to ....y that be wlobes you to get a mau
pootod 80 as 10 bave a vtew of tbe road leading down 00 Ib~

otb~r side to Kelly'. Ford, and flod out wbat kind of troop.
marebed ,Iowo beblnd tbe wagons. Tile enemy lIa\'e mad~

a demonotratlon toward 8teveooburg, but 80 far It ..mooot.
to nothing. Tile geoeral 10 very an:l1ono 10 koo.... where 10
look for 8tooeman, all we have hellrd nothing from 111m. MOl\t
reopectfully, yonI' obedient eer\'anl, R. l"HANlUlCO PlUCk,

Asslatant A<\JUlaot-General.'

.. FeeUng 88t1a11ed that wo should 110d Raoeoon Ford
guarded, and tbat Its paaaage would be disputed, I
.truck the Rapidan River about six mUtlOl below; crossed
over the portion of the command nnder General Buford.
who sent a party under Captain Peter Penn Gaakell. of bIB
atafl'. who, at a dash, oleared thtl ford above, capturlnlf
an 01llcer, Lieutenant Bonrler [Jamea Boulware] of the
Oth Virginia Cavalry, and six privates of the 9th and loth

STONEMAN'S RAID IN THE CHANCELLORSVILLE CAMPAIGN. ~

T HE original instructions to Gilneral George
.Stoneman for the clSoperation of the cavalry

in the Chancellorsville campaign directed him to
cross the Rappahannock on the 13th of April, at
lIome point west of the Orange and Alexandria
railroad, and throw his whole force, excepting one
brigade, between Lee's position on the Rappahan
nock and his base at Richmond. The object was
the illolation of the enemy "from hill suppliell,
checking his retreat, and infiicting on him every
possible injury which will tend to his discomfiture
and defeat." This movement was delayed by heavy
rains, and on the 28th of April the instructions
were modified. The new plan was to cross the Rap
pahannock at the fords immediately north-west
of Fredericksburg on the evening of the 28th, or
the morning of the 29th, and move in two columns,
operating on the lines of the Orange and Alexan
dria and the Richmond and Fredericksburg rail
roads toward Richmond. The movements of the
corps are Riven in detail in the report of General
Stoneman:

.. On April 2'Jth, I, then belnlf at Warrenton .Jnnctlon,
with tbe corpa encamped along the Orange and Alexan
dria railroad, received a telegram directing me with my
commanders to meet some persons from h68dquarters
Army of thtl Potomac at Morrhn111e on the following
day [the 28th] at 2 P. JI. ArrIvlnl{ there with my com·
manders, I found the commanding general and hlR Atd,
and learned that a portion of the army WaR about to
et'088 the Rappahannock at Kelly's Ford that day. • • .
From Morrisville to where the cavalry corps lay Willi
thlrt~nmUea; from there to where solDe of the extreme
pleketa were Willi thirteen more, so that It Willi qwte
late at nlgbt before the command was all 1tll8embled
and ready to start, and owing to the atate of the roads,
the resnlt of the recent heavy raina, and the darknNa
of the night, rendered donbly obscure by a dense fog,
the corps did not reach the rlvcr until nearly a A. JI. of
tbe 29\·h. Arrlrlng at tbe river, we found bnt one ford
within the lImtta preaerlbed In our Instructtons whlcb
could be passed over, and that not by packed mulea or
artillery. By dint of great exertion we sncceeded In
gettIng all over the river by 5 P. JI. I aasembled the
division and brigade commanders, spread our maps, and Vlrglnla Cavalry. The rest of the cavalry and the artIl
had a thorough understandlng of what we were to lery made their eacape. The main body Immediate!)·
do. . . . Instmcttona were given to have all the cro88ed at the Raccoon Ford, the rear gettlng over aboul
packed mWeR and led hOrBes sent In the direction of 10 P. JI. No lIrea bnllt to-nlgbt, 11II we were In plaln view
Germanna Mt11lI, and to follow In the rear of the army from Clark's Mountain, a few mllea to the BOuth of the
and remain with It until we formed a Jllnctlon there- ford, and on the top of which the eneDl)' have a 61gnal
with, whtch we expected would be In the vicinity of station. 'We learned here tbat Stuart, with FItzhugh
Richmond, and for each 01lloor and man to take with Lee'a brigade, had that mornlnff crossed at Somerville
htm no more tban he could carryon hla horse, myself Ford, five mUes above Raoooon Ford, and had gone
and IItaff aettlng the example." toward Frederlcnburg, and we thonght It more than

A 11 • h probable that we should find him on the Plank road at
vere ,Wit three brigades, was to advance on VerdlervlUe, where we had to strike It on our way south.

Cnlpeper Court House, while Stoneman, with three Orden were IMued to be In the saddle at 2 o'clock In the
brigades numbering about 3600, under D. McM. momlng, and we lay down on the wet ground to get a
Gregg,was totake the ahorter route via Stevensburg, coupleofhourtl' sleep. Two o'clock came, bnt the fog w...
a hamlet 7 mile.a east of Culpeper Court Houee. BO thtok that It waa Impoulble to move, more partlcn·

larly 11II we had no gnJde to show DB tbe road. Da:r1ll!"hl
The operations the first day, the 29th, after croBS- came, and we pushed on ; struck the turnpike; found no
illg, consiated in driving in the outpoatawhich were enemy, but 8llW by hla trail that he had gone toward
encountered on both roads. The report continues: Fredericksburg. From here I pnsbed Grel(g's dlvlldon

on to Louisa Court Honse. on the Virginia Central RaIl-
.. About 0 A. JI., April 80th, a staft'-o1lloor of General road, wbere It arrived about 2 A. JI., May 2d, and hnme

Averell overtook me. . . . He alBO handed me a note dlately commenced tearing uptbe track of the raIJroed,
picked np by BOme one. and Bent me by General Averell, destroytng the telegraph, ete. Buford's brigade en
and to the following deet : e..mped that nIght on the sonth bank of the Nortb Anna.

"·[ImportaDt.) HBADQlIARUK8, CAVALRY DIV1810:", nMr About 10 A. M., May 2d. I had the whole force untted at
Brandy Statton, Va., April~ 1883. COLOnl. CRAIIRL188. Loul.. Court House. From here I puahed a sqnadron

I see map, p. 155 of this volume, and aleo p. 1" of Volume n.-EDITOll8.
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of the lilt Maine, under captaln Tucker of that regi
ment, toward Oordonavme to lind out tbe whereabouts
of the eDemy in that direction, as we knew that eix or
IIeven tralna had puaed up tbe evening previons 10adeJ
wtth troops. The captain drove in their pickets upon
the main body, the 9th Virginia Cavalry, which in turn
attat'ked him, killing 1 man, wounding I, aud 1'4pturlng
l1leoteuant and :IS wen. Captain Lord, with the let 1,'.
j,t. cavalry, was Bent to Tolel'llvl11e Station, Rod from
the", to Frederickshall Station, twelve miles trom
LouiAa Court HoWIe. From bere a party under Lieuten
ant -- went to the North Anua and destroyed Carr'e
Brfd«e, wblch \B on the main road leading from Spotsyl
vania to Goochland, on the James River, and ia one of
th.. principal hlghwaye. After having destruyed tho
Vlrglula Central railroad and telegraph, burned the dl'
pote, watrr-tan1tA, ete., for eigbteen mllca, and aceoUl
pUBhed &1l that time would permit, we pnsbed on to
YanaeyviUe, on the Bouth Anna, and from there to
TbomlJllOn'a en--roada, ten mllea lower down the
river, where we arrived about 10 P. K., May 2d.

"At thIB point the Jamee and Booth Anna rivers are lese
than 12 mIlea aparl, and here I determined to make the
mOlJ& of my S5GO wen in carrying ont my previouely con
ee1ved pIau of operatione. • . . One party, thel~tNew
JenMlY, ODder Colonel [Percy) Wyndham, was to etrllte
the.llllll611 River at Columbia, at theJunction of theJamea
and RlVlUlna rivers, to destroy, It po88lble, the large
eanal aqueduct over the Rlvanna, and from thence pro
ee4'd along the canal In the direction ot Richmond, doing
all the hano poeIIlble. • • • Another party, thp. 2d New
York, Colonl'l [Judson) Kllpatrick, was to pWlh on to the
railroad bridges over the Chlckahomlny, deetroy them
and the telegrsph, and operate in the direction of Rich
mond. fourmlleadl8tant from the bridges. Anotherforce,
&be 12th IUlnolB cavalry, Colonel Hasbrouck Davie, W&8
to IItrike the two raUroadB at or In the vicinity ofAahland,
on the Pnldet1olDlburg, and Atlee'a, on the Virginia Cen·
ual. ami do all the harm it could. Another party, tbe 1at
lIa1ne aDd lat Maryland, with a aection ot artlliery, all
DDd.er General GI't"gg, waa to follow down the Boutb
Amla RIver, destroy all tbe road brldRllB tbereon, and,
U poMIble, the two railroad brldgNI &IlrD118 that river.
Another party, tbe 6tb U. B. cavalry, under captain
Drummond. W&8 to follow tbla last and _ tbat the de
lItn1t"tIoD W&8 oomplete. Captain Merritt. with a lIying
party of the 1st Maryland, was aent out to do what he
thOUlrbt he could acoompltsh lu the way of destro)"1u~

bridges, ete. Theee dl1I'erent parties all got off by 3 A. K.
on tJae 3d.

N • • , Colonela Wyndham. Kilpatrick, and Davie
were directed either to n!tum or to pneh ou and bring np
atettber Yorktown or Glouceatl'r Point. The reat Wtll"ll

ordPred to return to the reBerve wltb myeelf. Colonel
Wyndham and captalu Lord returned the eame day.
General G!'eJ{g and Captains Merritt and Drummond the
llex! day. Colonele Kilpatrick and Davie pnebed on
throagb to Glouoeater Point.••. We remained at, Bhan·
_n'. CnM&-roade during the 'tb, and on the morning of
the 6th moved to Yanlleyvtlle, on tbe Bouth Anna, wbere
we were Joined by General Gregg. Colonel Wyndham,
aDd Captain. Merritt and Drummond, each with hie
command."

The operations of the column nnder Gl'neral
Averell are thus described by him in a Clommn
nieation to the editol'll dated May 11th, 1888:

.. We encountered tbe enemy'e cavalry, two tbonsand
lItrong, UDder General W. H. F. Lee on tbe morning of
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the 30th. and drove it tbrough Oulpeper Court HOWI6in
tbe direction ot Rapidan Btatlon.

.. On the let we prelll!ed the enemy'e !'avalry and
pWlbed our right to wlthlu three miles ot Orange ('ourt
HOWle In an etrort to dielodge tbe enemy from a atrong
poeltlon occnpled by him on the BOutb bank of tbe Rapi
dan, after he bad cro88ed and destroyed the bridge.

.. While thua engaged on the 1Il0ming of tbe 2d we
were recalled to the Army ot the PotornRO at U, B. Ford
by ordere from General Hooker. We reached Ely'a
Ford ot the Rapidan after dark on tbe evenlnlt of the
2d, aud were ftrl'd npon by the enemy'e Infantry from
the oppoalte bauk. A part of Ml'lntoBb'8 brigade forded
the river, diemounted, drove away the enemy, eome of
the 13tb North Carolina, and captured aorne prlaonera.
ElU'ly on the mornlnjt ot the 8d we croaaed the RapI
dan and entered the right of our lInclI.

.. It WWl found neceeeary to IlI8ue Immediate orders
acnding cavalry to protect the right and rear ot the
army, which bad become exposed to danger from the
enemy'a cavairy aet free by onr recall."

The column with Stoneman now prepared to re
tum to the army. His report continues:

.. The eix daya bavinlt now expired. dnring wbioh we
were ....aured by the commanding gell"ral he would oor
talnly communt!'ate wIth ua, and 'no communication
ha,"1ng been received, no retreating enemy bavlnll' beeD
Been or heard ot, and no Infonnation &8 to tbe oonditlon
of things in tbe viclnlty of FrederiolDlburg, except v&«De
rumors of our defeat and capture, having been obtained,
euppllea tor man and beaRt becomlug ecaree, bavlng ao
compllabed all that w" were sent to perform, and havlnl{
come to the ooncluaton tbat Colonela Kilpatrlok and
Davia, wltb tbeir commanda, bad gone In the dlreetion
of Yorktown, I determined to make the belIt of our way
back to the Army of tbe Potornal'.

"To take the enemy by aurprlae and penetrate bta
colmtry was easy enongb; to withdraw from It W&8 a
more dtftIcult matter. We knew tbat Lee and Hampton
were to the weet of U8. • • • We knew al80 that thenl
WDB 'a strong force at and in tbe vicinity of GordonllVWe,
and beard that anotber force was at Lou\Ba Court Honae,
and a emaIl force of \ntantry at Tolersvl11e.

" After thinking the matter over, I determined tG eend
General Botord, with llIIO picked hOrBe8 ot hie brigade, to
threaten any torce in the vit'lnity of GordoDevlDe, and
Indul'e Lee and Hampton to believe that we were going
to get out by tbat way: and anotber force, undf'r captain
Rodenbongh, w.... sent in the direction ofBowllng Green,
wltb the view of threateninl!: the enemy'e oommunlear
tion In tbat direction, and, nnder cover of nl~ht, with
tbe main body, to take the middle road leadln~through
Tolersvllle, and crotUdng the North Anna near the Vlo
tGria Iron Worke; from thence to Orange Bprin~,when!
all were to rendezvone the next day.

"All our plane and calculatlone worlrl'ld admirably.
and thollj{h we had no little diftloulty in lInding aod ~ol

10wll1lf the almost Impu8&ble roada, owing to the Inky
darkneea of the ntltht aod the Inoo888nt ponring 01 the
rain, the wbole command waa ~bled at Orange
Bprln~at 12 K. on tbe 6th. Here we 11m heln'n to hear
romon, tbrough nefn'Oee,ot the repnlse BUd wltbdrawal
1If our army to the north etde of the Rappall anoack,

.. After waterinlt and toodtng our animals, we puabed
on to thf' Plnnll: road If'.ading from Frederlcksbnrg to
Orange Court Houel', and from thence to Raco('oon Ford•
wblcb, to our IfI'l\3t .10y. we found fordable, and were all
over eate by dayligbt on the morning pf the 7th."

EDITORS.
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THE CHANCELLORS VILLE CAMPAIGN.)

BY DARIU8 N. COUCH, MA.TOR-GENERAL. U. 8. V.

I N the latter part of January, 1863, the Army of the Potomac under Burn
side was still occupying its old camps on the left bank of the Rappahan

nock, opposite Fredericksburg. After the failures under Burnside it was
evident that the army must have a new commander. For some days there
had been a rumor that Hooker had been fixed upon for the place, and on
the 26th of January it was confirmed. This appointment, undoubtedly,
gave very general satisfaction to the army, except perhaps to a few, mostly
superior officers, who had grown up with it, and had had abundant oppor
tunities to study Hooker's military character; these believed that Mr.
Lincoln had committed a grave error in his selection. The army, from its
former reverses, had become quite disheartened and almost sulky; but the
quick, vigorous measures now adopted and carried out with a firm hand had
a magical effect in toning up where there had been demoralization and
inspiring confidence where there had been mistrust. Few changes were
made in the heads of the general staff departments, but for his chief-of-staff
Hooker applied for Brigadier-General Charles P. Stone, who, through some
untoward influence at Washington, was not given to him. This was a
mistake of the war dignitaries, although the officer finally appointed to the
office, Major-General Daniel Butterfield, proved himself very efficient. Burn
side's system of dividing the army into three grand divisions was set asid(',
and the novelty was introduced of giving to each army corps a distinct badge,
an idea which was very popular with officers and men. t - -

~ Reprinted with permission from the "Philadel- Stoneman. In each cOfIl8 the badge of t~e Fil'lilt
phia Times."- EDITORS. Division was red ; of the Second Division, whit£'j of

t This idea originated with General Butterfield, the Third Division, blue. After the battle of ('hickll
who not only instituted the badges, but devised mauga (Sept. 19th and 20th, 1863), the ElevE'nth
them in detail. As organized by Hooker the First and Twelfth corps were sent WE'lIt, and on April
Corps was commanded by Reynolds; the Second by 4th, 1864, they were consolidated to form the new
Couch; the Third by Sickles; the Fifth by Meade; Twentieth Corps, which retained the star of the
the Sixth by SedRwick; the Eleventh by Howard; Twelfth for a badge. The old Twentieth lost its
the Twelfth by Slocum, and the cavalry corps by designation Sept. 28th, 1863.-EDITORS.
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Some few days after Mr. Lincoln's visit to the army in April [see p. 119J
I was again thrown with the President, and it happened in this wise. My
pickets along the river were not only on speaking terms with those of the
enemy on the other side of the river, but covertly carried on quite a trade
in exchanging coffee for tobacco, etc. This morning it was hallooed over
to our side: "You have taken Charleston," which news was sent to head
quarters. Mr. Lincoln hearing of it wished me to come up and talk the
matt~r over. I went and was ushered into a side tent, occupied only by him
self and Hooker. My entrance apparently interrupted a weighty conversa
tion, for both were looking grave. The President's manner was kindly, while
the general, usually so courteous, forgot to be conventionally polite. The
Charleston rumor having been hriefly discussed, Mr. Lincoln remarked that
it was time for him to leave. As he stepped toward the general, who had risen
from his seat, as well as myself, he said: "I want to impress upon you two
gentlemen in your next fight,"-and turning to me he complbted the sen
tence,-" put in all of your men "-in the long run a good military maxim.

The weather growing favorable for military operations, on April 12th were
commenced those suggestive preliminaries to all great battles, clearing out the
hospitals, inspecting arms, looking after ammunition, shoeing animals, issuing
provisions, and making every preparation necessary to an advance. The next
day, the 13th, Stoneman was put in motion at the head of ten thousand finely
equipped and well organized cavalry to ascend the Rappahannock and, swing
ing around, to attack the Confederate cavalry wherever it might be found,
and "Fight! fight I fight!" At the end of two days' march Stoneman found

01lTLllfB MU' O. THE CHoUICBLLOR8VILLB CAMPAIGN.
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the river so swollen by heavy rains that he was constrained to hold up, upon
which Hooker suspended his advance until the 27th. This unexpected delay
of the cavalry seemingly deranged Hooker's original plan of campaign. He
had hoped that Stoneman would have been able to place his horsemen on the
railroad between Fredericksburg and Richmond, by which Lee received his
supplies, and make a wreck of the whole structure, compelling that general to
evacuate his stronghold at Fredericksburg and viCinity and fall back toward
Richmond.

I estimate the grand total of Hooker's seven corps at about 113,000 men ready
for duty, although the data from which the conclusion is arrived at are not
strictly official. This estimate does not include the cavalry corps of not less
than 11,000 duty men, nor the reserve artillery, the whole nllmber of guns in
the army being 400. Lee's strength in and around Fredericksburg was placed
at between 55,000 and 60,000, not including cavalry. It is not known if
Hooker's information concerning the Confederate force was reliable, but Peck,
operating in front of Norfolk, notified him that two of Lee's divisions under
Longstreet were on the south side of the James. The hour was, therefore,

I
auspicious for Hooker to assume the offensive, and he seized it with a boldness
whi~h argued well for his fitness to command. The aim was to transfer his
army to the south side of the river, where it would have a manoouvring footing
not confronted by intrenched positions. On the 27th of April the Eleventh
and Twelfth corps were set in motion for Kelly's Ford, twenty-five miles
up the Rappahannock, where they concentrated on the evening of the 28th,
the Fifth, by reason of its shorter marching di8tance, moving on the 28th.
The objeCt of the expedition was unknown to the corps commanders until
communicated to them after their arrival at the ford by the commanding

Digitized by GoogIe



THE CHANCELLORSVILLE CAMPAIGN. 157

general in person.l The Eleventh Corps crossed the Rappahannock, fol
lowed in the morning by the Twelfth and Fifth corps-the two former
striking for Germanna Ford, a crossing of the Rapidan, the latter for Ely's
Ford, lower down the same stream. Both columns, successfully effecting
crossings with little ~position from the enemy's pickets, arrived that
evening, April 30th, aNhe point of concentration, Chancellorsville.> It had
been a. brilliantly conceived and executed movement..,

"'In order to confound Lee, orders were issued to assemble the Sixth, Third,
and First corps under Sedgwick at Franklin's Crossing and Pollock's Mill,
some three miles below Fredericksburg, on the left, before daylight of the
morning of the 29th, and throw two bridges across and hold them. This was
done under a severe fire of sharp-shooters. The Second Corps, two divisions,
marched on the 28th for Banks's Ford, four miles to the right; the other
division, Gibbon's, occupying Falmouth, near the river-bank, was directed to
remain in its tents, as they were in full view of the enemy, who would readily
observe their withdrawal. On the 29th the two divisions of the Second
Corps reached United States Ford, held by the enemy; but the advance of
the right wing down the river uncovered it, whereupon a bridge of pontoons
was thrown across and the corps reached Chancellorsville the same night as
the Fifth, Eleventh, and Twelfth. The same day, the 30th, Sedgwick was
instructed to place a corps across the river and make a demonstration upon
the enemy's right, below Fredericksburg, and the Third Corps received orders
to join the right wing at Chancellorsville, where the convnanding general
arrh'ed the same evening, establishing his headquarters 4l.t the Chancellor
House, which, with the adjacent grounds, is Chancellorsville~ All of the
army lying there that night were in exuberant spirits at the success of their
general in getting "on the other side" without fighting for a position. As I
rode into Chancellorsville that night the general hilarity pervading the camps
was particularly noticeable; the soldiers, while chopping wood and lighting
fires, were singing merry songs and indulging in peppery camp jokes.

The position at Chancellorsville not only took in reverse th~ entire system
of the enemy's river defenses, but there were roads leading from it directly
to his line of communication. [See maps, pp. 155, 158.] But in order. to gain
the advantages now in the commanding general's grasp he had divided his
army into two wings, and the enemy, no ordinary enemy, lay between them.
The line of communication connecting the wings was by way of United States
Ford and twenty miles long. It was of vital importance that the line be
shortened in order to place the wings within easy support of each other. The
possession of Banks's Ford, foreshadowed in the instructions given to Slocum,
would accomplish all that at present could be wished.

There were three roads over which the right wing could move upon Fred
ericksburg: the Orange turnpike, from the west, passed through Chancellors-
~ General Hooker sent for me on the night of the command. Although anticipating the narrative,

27th to ride over to his headquarters, where he I may say I think it was a signal misfortune to
explained to me, as next in rank, his plan of cam- our arms that he did not delay joining that wing
paigD. He informed me that, under certain con- until the morning of May 1st, when he would have
tinpneiell, the right wing would be placed at my found Banks's Ford in our posllession.-D. N. C.
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ville, and was the most direct; the United States Ford road, crossing the former
at Chancellorsville, became the Plank road, bent to the left and united with the
turnpike five miles or so from Chancellorsville; the third road fell back from
Chancellorsville toward the Rappahannock, passed along by Banks's Ford,
six miles distant, and continued to Frederickrburg. That wing was ready for
the advance at an early hour in the morning of May 1st, but somehow things
dragged; the order defining the movement, instead of being issued the pre
vious night, was not received by the corps commanders, at least by me, until
hours after light. Meade was finally pushed out on the left over the Banks's
Ford and turnpike roads, Slocum and Howard on the right along the Plank
road, the left to be near Banks's Ford by 2 P. M., the right at the junction of
its line of movement with the turnpike at 12 M. No opposition was met,
excepting that the division marching over the turnpike came upon the enemy
two or three miles out, when the sound of their guns was heard at Chancel
lorsville, and General Hooker ordered me to take Hancock's division and pro
ceed to the support of those engaged. After marching a mile and a half or
so I came upon Sykes, who commanded, engaged at the time in drawing back
hiB advance to the position he then occupied. Shortly after Hancock's troops
had got into a line in front, an order was received from the commanding gen
eral "to withdraw both divisions to Chancellorsville." Turning to the officers
around me, Hancock, Sykes, Warren, and others, I told them what the order
was, npon which they all agreed with me that the ground should not be aban
doned, because of the open country in front and the commanding position.
An aide, Major J. B. Burt, dispatched to General Hooker to this effect, came
back in half an hour with positive orders to return. Nothing was to be done
but carry out the command, though Warren suggested that I should disobey,
and then he rode back to see the general. In the meantime Slocum, on the
Plank road to my right, had been ordered in, and the enemyfe advance was
between that road and my right flank. Sykes was first to move back, then
followed by Hancock's regiments over the same road. When all but two of the
latter had withdrawn, a third order came to me, brought by one of the gen
eral's staff: "Hold on until 5 o'clock." Itwas then perhaps 2 P. M. Disgusted
at the general's vacillation and vexed at receiving an order of such tenor, I
replied with warmth unbecoming in a subordinate: " Tell General Hooker he
iB too late, the enemy are already on my right and rear. I am in full retreat."

The position thus abandoned was high ground, more or less open in front,
over which an army might move and artillery be used advantageously; more
over, were it left in the hands of an enemy, his batteries, established on its
crest and slopes, would command the position at Chancellorsville. Every
thing on the whole front was ordered in. General Hooker knew that Lee
was apprised of his presence on the south side of the river, and must have
expected that his enemy would be at least on the lookout for an advance
upon Fredericksburg. But it was of the utmost importance that Banks's
Ford should fall into our hands, therefore the enemy ought to have been
pressed until their strength or weakness was developed; it would then have
been time enough to run away.

m
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Mott's Run, with a considerable brushy ravine, cuts the turnpike three
fourths of a mile east of Chancellorsville. Two of Hancock's regiments, under
Colonel Nelson A. Miles, subsequently the Indian fighter, were directed to
occupy the ravine. Continuing my way through the woods toward Chancel
lorsville, I came upon some of the Fifth Corps under arms. Inquiring for their
commanding officer, I told him that in fifteen minutes he would be attacked.
Before finishing the sentence a volley of musketry was fired into us from the
direction of the Plank road. This was the beginning of the battle of Chancel
10r8,ille. Troops were hurried into position, but the observer required no
wizard to tell him, as they marched past, that the high expectations which
had animated them only a few hours ago had given place to disappointment.
Proceeding to the Chancellor House, I narrated my operations in front to
Hooker, which were seemingly satisfactory, as he said: "It is all right, \
Couch, I have got Lee just where I want him; he must fight me on my own )
ground." The retrograde movement had prepared me for something of the
kind, but to hear from his own lips-that the advantages gained by the suc
cessful marches of his lieutenants were to culminate in fighting a defensive
battle in that nest of thickets was too much, and I retired from his presence
with the belief that myconimanding general was a whipped man. The army
was directed to intrench itself. At 2 A. M. the corps commanders reported to
General Hooker that their positions could be held; at least so said Couch,
Slocum, and Howard.

Until after dark on May 1st the enemy confined his demonstrations to find
ing out the position of our left with his skirmishers. Then he got some guns
upon the high ground which we had abandoned as before mentioned, and
cannonaded the left of our line. There were not many casualties, but that
day a shell severely wounded the adjutant-general of the Second Corps, now I

General F. A. Walker. Chancellorsville was a strategic point to an offensive
or retreating army, as roads diverged from it into every part of Virginia; but
for a defensive position it was bad, particularly for such an army as Hooker
had under him, which prided itself upon its artillery, which was perhaps equal
to any in the world. There were no commanding positions for artillery, and
but little open country to operate over; in fact, the advantages of ground for
this arm were mainly with the attacking party.

During the 29th and 30th the enemy lay at Fredericksburg observing
Sedgwick's demonstrations on the left, entirely unconscious of Hooker's suc
cessful crossing of the right wing, until midday of the latter date, but that
night Lee formed his plan of operations for checking the farther advance
of the force which had not only turned the left flank of his river defenses
but was threatening his line of communication with Richmond as well as the
rear of his center at Fredericksburg. Stonewall Jackson, who was watching
Sedgwick, received· instructions to withdraw his corps, march to the left,
across the front of Hooker's intrenched position, until its right flank was
attained, and assault with his column of 22,000 men, while his commanding
general would, with what force he could spare, guard the approaches to
Fredericksburg.

,
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BOO&O'S BBADQUABTBR8 AT OB.lNOELLOBBVlLLB, SATUBDAT MORNING, MAT 2-TIm P1CTUBB
FACBB BOUTH. FHOIll A WAS-TIKK BltETCH.

Ou the morning of May 2d our line had become strong enough to resist a
front attack unless made in great force; the enemy had also been hard at
work on his front, particularly that section of it between the Plank road and
turnpike. Sedgwick, the previous night, had been ordered to send the First
Corps (Reynolds's) to Chancellorsville. At 7 A-. M. a sharp cannonade was
opened on our left, followed by infantry demonstrations of no particular
earnestness. Two hours later the enemy were observed moving a mile or
so to the south and front of the center, and later the same column was
reported to the commander of the Eleventh Corps by General Devens, whose
division was on the extreme right flank. At 9:30 A. M. a circular directed to
Generals Slocum and Howard called attention to this movement and to the
weakness of their flanks. ~

At 11 A. M. our left was furiously cannonaded by their artillery, established
on the heights in front of MoWs Run, followed by sharp infantry firing on the
fronts of the Second and Twelfth corps. As time flew along and no attack
came from the enemy seen moving in front, Hooker conceived that Lee was
retreating toward Gordonsville. There was color for this view, as the main
road from Fredericksburg to that point diverged from the Plank road two
miles to the left of Chancellorsville, and passed along his front at about the
same distance. Hooker therefore jumped at the conclusion that the enemy's
army was moving into the center of Virginia. But instead of the hostile
column being on the Gordonsville road in retreat, it was Stonewall's corps mov
ing on an interior neighborhood road, about one mile q~stant, and in search

} Bee p. 219 for a copy of this circular order, Maps showing the positions of the Eleventh and
Twelfth corps appear on pages 191-201.-EDITOas.
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of our right flank and rear. At 2 P. M. I went into the Chancellor House, when
General Hooker greeted me with the exclamation: "Lee is in full retreat
toward GordonsYille, and I have sent out Sickles to capture his artillery."
I thought, without speaking it: "If your conception is correct, it is very
strange that only the Third COl'P.s should be sent in pursuit." Sickles
received orders at 1 P. M. to take two divisions, move to his front and attack,
which he did, capturing some hundreds of prisoners. The country on the
front being mostly wooded enabled the enemy to conceal his movements and
at the same time hold Sickles in check with a rear-guard, which made such
a show of strength 'that reenforcements were called for and furnished. In
the meantime Jackson did not for a moment swerve from his purpose, but
steadily moved forward to accomplish what he had undertaken.

It was about 5: 30 in the evening wh{,n the head of Jackson's column
found itself on the right and rear of the army, which on that flank consisted
of the Eleventh Corps, the extreme right brigade receiving its first intimation!
of danger from a volley of musketry fired into their rear, followed up so
impetuously that no efficient stand could be made by the brigades of the
corps that successively attempted to resist the enemy's charge. When
General Hooker found out what that terrific roar on his right flank meant
he quickly mounted and flew across the open space to meet the onset, passing
on his way stampeded pack-mules, officers' horses, caissons, with men and:
horses running for their lives. Gathering up such troops as were nearest to
the scene of action, Berry's division from the Third Corps, some from the
Twelfth, Hays's brigade of the Second, and a portion of the Eleventh, an
effectual stand was made. Pleasonton, who was returning from the front,
where he had been operating with Sickles (at the time Jackson attacked),
taking in the state of things, rapidly moved his two regiments of cavalry
and a battery to the head and right flank of the enemy's advance columns,
when, making a charge and bringing up his own guns, with others of the
Eleventh and Third Corps, he was enabled to punish them severely.

Pickets had been thrown out on Howard's flank, but not well to the right
and rear. I suspect that the prime reason for the surprise was that the
superior officers of the right corps had been put off their guard by adopting
the conjecture of Hooker, "Lee's army is in full retreat to Gordonsville," as
well as by expecting the enemy to attack precisely where ample preparations.
had been made to receive him. It can be emphatically stated that no corps .
in the army, surprised as the Eleventh was at this time, could have held its .'
ground under similar circumstances. .

At half-past two that afternoon the Second Corps' lines were assaulted by
artillery and infantry. Just previous to Jackson's attack on the right a
desperate effort was made by Lee's people to carry the left at MoWs Run, but
the mon who held it were there to stay. Hooker, desiring to know the enemy's
strength in front of the Twelfth Corps, advanced Slocum into the thicket,
but that officer found the hostile line too well defended for him to penetrate
it and was forced to recall the attacking party. When night put an end to
the fighting of both combatants, Hooker was obliged to form a new line for
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8TAJlPBDB OF THE ELBVENTH COBP8 ON THB PLANK: BOAD.

his right flank perpendicular to the old on~ and barely half a mile to the
right of Chancellorsville. Sickles was retired, with the two columns, from his
advanced position in the afternoon to near where Pleasonton had had his
encounter, before mentioned, some distance to the left of the new line of our
right flank and close up to the enemy. The situation was thought to be a
very critical one by General Hooker, who had simply a strong body in front
of the enemy, but without supports, at least near enough to be used for
that purpose. At the same time it was a menace to Jackson's right wing
or flank. Before midnight some of the latter's enterprising men pushed
forward and actually cut off Sickles's line of communication. When this
news was carried to Hooker it caused him great alarm, and preparations
were at once made to withdraw the whole front, leaving General Sickles t()
his fate; but that officer showed himself able to take care of his rear, for he
ordered after a little while a column of attack, and communication was
restored at the point of the bayonet.

The situation of Jackson's corps 011 the morning of May 3d was a desperate
one, its front and right flank being in the presence of not far from 25,000
men, with the left flank subject to an assault of 30,000, the corps of Meade and
Reynolds, by advancing them to the right, where the thicket did not present
an insurmountable obstacle. It only required that Hooker should brace
himself up to take a reasonable, common-sense view of the state of thing8,
when the success gained by Jackson would have been turned into an over
whelming defeat. But Hooker became very despondent. I think that his
being outgeneraled by Lee had a good deal to do with his depression. After
the right flank had been established on the morning of the 3d by Sickles
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getting back into position our line was more compact, with favorable posi
tiODS for artillery, and the reserves were well in hand. Meade had been
drawn in from the left and Reynolds had arrived with the First Corps. The
engineers had been directed on the previous night to layout a new line, its
front a half mile in rear of Chancellorsville, with the flanks thrown back,
the right to the Rapidan, a little above its junction with the Rappahannock,
the left resting on the latter river. bhe Eleventh Corps, or at least that
portion which formed line of battle, was withdrawn from the front and sent
to the rear to reorganize and get its scattered parts together, leaving the fol
lowing troops in front~one division of the Seeond Corps on the left from
Mott's Run to Chanc~orsville, the Twelfth Corps holding the center and
right flank, aided by the Third Corps and one division of the Second Corps
(French's), on the same flank; the whole number in front, according to my
estimate, being 37,000 men. The First and Fifth corps in reserve num
bered 30,000, and, placing the number of reliable men in the Eleventh Corps
at 5000, it will be seen that the reserves nearly equaled those in line of battle
in front.

After the day's mishaps Hooker judged that the enemy could not have
spat'ed so large a force to move around his front without depleting the
defenses of Fredericksburg. Accordingly, at 9 P. M., an imperative order was
sent to the commander of the left wing to cross the river at Fredericksburg,
march upon Chancellorsville, and be in the vicinity of the commanding gen
eral at daylight. But Sedgwick was already across the river and three miles
below Fredericksburg. It was 11 P. M., May 2d, when he got the order, and
twelve or fourteen miles had to be marched over by daylight. The night was
moonlight, but any officer who has had experience in making night marches
with infantry will understand the vexatious delays occurring even when the
road is clear; but when, in addition, there is an enemy in front, with a line
of fortified heights to assault, the problem which Sedgwick had to solve will
be pronounced impossible of solution. However, that officer set his column
in motion by flank, leaving one division that lay opposite the enemy, who were
in force to his left. The marching column, being continually harassed by skir
mishers, did not arrive at Fredericksburg until daylight. The first assault
upon the heights behind the town failed. Attempts to carry them by flank
movements met with no success. Finall~T a second storming party was organ
ized, and the series of works were taken literally at the point of the bayonet,
though at heavy loss. It was then 11 A. M. The column immediately started for
Chancellorsville, being more or less obstructed by the enemy until its arrival
near Salem Heights, 5 or 6 miles out, where seven brigades under Early, six
of which had been driven from the defenses of Fredericksburg, made a stand
in conjunction with supports sent from Lee's army before Chancellorsville.
This was about the middle of the afternoon, when Sedgwick in force attacked
the enemy. Though at first successful, he was subsequently compelled to
withdraw those in advance and look to his pwn safety by throwing his own
flanks 80 as to cover Banks's Ford, the friendly proximity of which eventually
saved this wing from utter annihilation.



166 THE CHANCELLORSVILLE CAMPAIGN.

BTAYING JACK80N'B ADVANCB, llATURDAY BVB!lI!lG, KAT 2. 'l\'JTII A.llTlLLBBT PLAOKD ACB088
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At about 5 A. M., May 3d, fighting was begun at Chancellorsville, when
the Third (Sickles's) Corps began to retire to the left of our proper right
flank, and all of that flank soon became fiercely engaged, while the battle ran
along the whole line. The enemy's guns on the heights to our left, as well as
at every point on the line where they could be established, were vigorously
used, while a full division threw itself on Miles at MoWs Run. On the right
flank our guns were well handled, those of the Twelfth Corps being conspicu
ous, and the opposing lines of infantry operating in the thicket had almost
hand-to-hand conflicts, capturing and recapturing prisoners. The enemy
appeared to know what he was about, for pressing the Third Corps vigorously
he forced it back, when he joined or rather touched the left of Lee's main
body, making their line continuous from left to right. Another advantage
gained by this success Watl the possession of an open field, from which guns
covered the ground up to the Chancellor House. Upon the south porch of
that mansion General Hooker stood leaning against one of its pillars, observ
ing the fighting, looking anxious and much careworn. After the fighting had
commenced I doubt if any orders were given by him to the commanders on
the field, unless, perhaps, "to retire when out of ammunition." None were
received by me, nor were there any inquiries as to how the battle was going
along my front. On the right flank, where the fighting was desperate, the
engaged troops were governed by the corps and division leaders. If the ear
of the commanding general was, as he afterward stated, strained to cateh
the sound of Sedgwick's guns, it could not have heard them in the continuou'5
uproar that filled the air around him; but as Sedgwick, who was known as n
fighting officE:>r, had not appearE\d at the time set-dayligbt-nor for some
hours after, it was conclusive evidence thab he had met with strong opposi
tion, showing that all of Lee's army was not at Chancellorsville, so that the
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moment was favorable for Hooker to try his opponent's strength with every
available man. Moreover, the left wing might at that very time be in jeopardy,
therefore he was bound by every patriotic motive to strike hard for its relief.
If he had remembered Mr. Lincoln's injunction (" Gentlemen, in your next
fight put in all of your men "), the face of ,the day would have been changed
and the field won for the Union arms.

Not far from 8:30 A. M. the headquarters pennants of the Third and Twelfth
corps suddenly appeared from the right in the open field of Chancellorsville;
then the Third began to fall back, it was reported, for want of ammunition,
followed by that portion of the Twelfth fighting on the Same flank, and the
division of the Second Corps on its right. It is not known whether any efforts
were made to supply the much-needed ammunition to the Third as well as
the Twelfth Corps, whose ammunition was nearly used up when it retired.
My impression is that the heads of the ordnance, as well as of other impor
tant departments, were not taken into the field during this campaign, which
was most unfortunate, as the commanding general had enough on his mind
without charging it with details.

The open field seized by Jackson's old corps after the Third Corps drew off
was shortly dotted with guns that made splendid practice through an open
ing in the wood upon the Chancellor House, and everything else, for that
matter, in that neighborhood. Hooker was still at his place on the porch,
with nothing between him and Lee's army but Geary's division of the Twelfth
and Hancock's division and a battery of the Second Corps. But Geary's right
was now turned, and that flank was steadily being pressed back along his
intrenched line to the junction of the Plank road and the turnpike, when a
cannon-shot struck the pillar against which Hooker was leaning and knocked
him down. A report flew around that he was killed. I was at the time but
a few yards to his left, and, dismounting, ran to the porch. The shattered
pillar was there, but I could not find him or anyone else. Hurrying through
the house, finding no one, my search was continued through the back yard. All
the time I was thinking, "If he is killed, what shall I do with this disjointed
army f" Passing through the yard I came upon him, to my great joy, mounted,
and with his staff also in their saddles. Briefly congratulating him on his
escape-it was no time to blubber or use soft expressions-I went about my
own business. This was the last I saw of my commanding general in front. The
time, I reckon, was from 9: 15 to 9: 30 A. M., I think nearer the former than the
latter. He probably left the field soon after his hurt, but he neither notified
me of his guing nor did he give any orders to me whatever. Having some
little time before this seen that the last stand would be about the Chancellor •
House, I had sent to the rear for some of the Second Corps batteries, which
had been ordered there by the commanding general, but word came back that
they were so jammed in with other carriages that it was impossible to extri
cate them. General Meade, hearing of my wants, kindly sent forward the 5th
Maine battery belonw.ng to his corps. It was posted in rear of the Chancellor
House, where the United States Ford road enters the thicket. With such
precision did the artillery of Jackson's old corps play upon this battery that
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THE 2WrH PEKKSYLV.oUfU (OF lUKE'S BRIGADE, GLUlT'S DIVISIOK, TWELFTH OORP8) IK THE TR&NCBII:8
UNDER ARTILLERY FIRE. MAY S.

all of the officers and most of the non-commissioned officers and men were
killed or wounded. The gallant Kirby, whose guns could not be brought up,
was mortally wounded in the same battery\ of which I had for the time placed
him in command, and my horse was killed under me while I was trying to
get some men to train a gun on the flank of the force then pushing Geary's
division. The enemy, having 30 pieces in position on our right, now advanced
some of his guns to within 500 or 600 yards of the Chancellor House, where
there were only four of Pettit's Second Corps guns to oppose them, making
a target of that building and taking the right of Hancock's division in reverse,
a portion of which had been withdrawn from its intrenchments and thrown
back to the left to meet the enemy should he succeed in forcing Mott's Run.
This flank was stoutly held by Colonel Miles, who, by the bye, had been carried
off the field, shot through the body. Lee by this time knew well enough, if
he had not known before, that the game was sure to fall into his hands, and
accordingly plied every gun and rifle that could be brought to bear on us.
Still everything was firmly held excepting Geary's right, which was slowly

. falling to pieces, for the enemy had his flank and there was no help for it.
Riding to Geary's left, I found him there dismounted, with sword swinging
over his head, walking up and down, exposed to a Revere infantry fire, when
he said: "My division can't hold its place; what shall I do T" To which I
replied: "I don't know, but do as we are doing; fight it out."

, The 5th Maine battery, Capt. G. F. Leppien, W&8 the proper commander of Battery 1, 1st U. S.
belonged to the First Corps. Captain Leppien and Artillery, Second Corps. The 5th Maine lost 6 men
LieutenantBG. T. Stevens and A. B. Twitchell were Jrilled and 19 wounded j 43 hOl'lles were di8&bled,
'WGunded, Capt. Leppien mortally. Lieut. E. Kirby and the guns were hauled off by hand.- EDITOB&
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It was not then too late to save the day. Fifty pieces of artillery, or even
Corty, brought up and run in front and to the right of the Chancellor House,
would have driven the enemy out of the thicket, then forcing back Geary's
right, and would have neutralized the thirty guns to the right which were
pounding us so hard. But it is a waste of words to write what might have
been done. Hooker had made up his mind to abandon the field, otherwise he
would not have allowed the Third and part of the Twelfth Corps to leave
their ground for want of ammunition. A few minutes after my interview
with Geary a statI-officer from General Hooker rode up and requested my
presence with that general. Turning to General Hancock, near by, I told
him to take care of things and rode to the rear. The Chancellor House was
then burning, having been fired in several places by the enemy's shells.

At the farther side of an open field, half a mile in the rear of Chancellors
ville, I came upon a few tents (three or four) pitched, around which, mostly
dismounted, were a large number of statI-officers. General Meade was also
present, and perhaps other generals. General Hooker was lying down I
think in a soldier's tent by himself. Raising himself a little as I entered, he
said: "Couch, I turn the command of the army over to you. You will with
draw it and place it in the position designated on this map," as he pointed to
a line traced on a field-sketch. This was perhaps three-quarters of an hour
after his hurt. He seemed rather dull, but possessed of his mental faculties.
I do not think that one of those officers outside of the tent knew what orders
I was to receive, for on stepping out, which I did immediately on getting my
illstnlctions, I met Meade close by, looking inquiringly as if he expected that

!'lWOlO> Lin OF UNION DEI'ENIIE AT THE oIUN(''TlON OF TB& JlOADIl TO ELy'1I AND UNITED IlTA.TU
FORDS. FROX A WAR-nXE SKETCH.
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finally he would receive the order for which he had waited all that long
morning, " to go in." Colonel N. H. Davis broke out: "We shall have some
fighting now." These incidents are mentioned to show the temper of that
knot of officers. No time was to be lost, as only Hancock's division now held
Lee's army. Dispatching Major John B. Burt with orders for the front to
retire, I rode back to the thicket, accompanied by Meade, and was soon
joined by Sickles, and after a little while by Hooker, but he did not interfere
with my dispositions. Hancock had a close shave to withdraw in safety, his
line being three-fourths of a mile long, with an exultant enemy as close in
as they dared, or wished, or chose to be, firing and watching. But every
thing was brought off, except five hundred men of the Second Corps who,
through the negligence of a lieutenant charged by Hancock with the
responsibility of retiring the force at MoWs Run, were taken prisoners.
However, under the circumstances, the division was retired in better shape
than one could have anticipated. General Sickles assisted in getting men
to draw off the guns of the Maine battery before spoken of. General Meade
wished me to hold the strip of thicket in rear of Chancellorsville, some six
hundred yards in front of our new line of defense. My reply was: "I shall
not leave men in this thicket to be shelled out by Lee's artillery. Its posses
sion won't give us any strength. Yonder [pointing to the rear] is the line
where the fighting is to be done." Hooker heard the conversation, but made
no remarks. Considerable bodies of troops of different corps that lay in
the brush to the right were brought within the lines, and the battle of
Chancellorsville was ended. My pocket diary, May 3d, has the following:
" Sickles opened at about 5 A. M. Orders sent by me at 10 for the front to
retire; at 12 M. in my new position"; the latter 88Bteooe -meaning that at that
hour my corps was in position on the new or second line of defense.

As to the charge that the battle was lost because the general was intoxicated,
I have always stated that he probably abstained from the use of ardent spirits

'\ when it would have been far better for him to have continued in his usual
.. habit in that respect. The shock from being violently thrown to the ground,

together with the physical exhaustion resulting from loss of sleep and the
anxiety of mind incident to the last six days of the campaign, would tell on
any man. The enemy did not press us on the second line, Lee simply varying
the monotony of watching us by an occasional cannonade from the left, a part
of his army having been sent to Salem Church to resist Sedgwick. Sedgwick
had difficulty in maintaining his ground, but held his own by hard fighting
until after midnight, May 4th-5th, when he recrossed at Banks's Ford.

Some of the most anomalous occurrences of the war took place in this
campaign. On the night of May 2d the commanding general, with 80,000
men in his wing of the army, directed Sedgwick, with 22,000, to march to his
rellef. . While that officer was doing this on the 3d, and when it would be
expected that every effort would be made by the right wing to do its part
only one-half of it was fought (or rather half-fought, for its ammunition was
not replenished), and then the whole wing was withdrawn to a place where
it could not be hurt, leaving Sedgwick to take care of himself.
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At 12 o'clock on the night of the 4th-5th General Hooker assembled his
corps commanders in council. Meade, Sickles, Howard, Reynolds, and my
self were present; General Slocum, on account of the long distance from
his post, did not arrive until after the meeting was broken up. Hooker
stated that his instructions compelled him to cover Washington, not to
jeopardize the army, etc. It was seen by the most casual observer that he
had made up his mind to retreat. We were left by ourselves to consult,
upon which Sickles made an elaborate argument, sustaining the views of the
commanding general. Meade was in favor of fighting, stating that he
doubted if we could get off our guns. Howard was in favor of fighting,
qualifying his views by the remark that our present situation was due to the
bad conduct of his corps, or words to that effect. Reynolds, who was lying
on the ground very much fatigued, was in" favor of an advance. I had
similar views to those of Meade as to getting off the guns, but said I
"would favor an advance if I could designate the point of attack." Upon
collecting the suffrages, Meade, Reynolds, and Howard voted squarely for
an advance, Sickles and myself squarely no; upon which Hooker informed
the council that he should take upon himself the responsibility of retiring the
army to the other side of the river. As I stepped out of the tent Reynolds,
just behind me, broke out, "What was the use of calling us together at this
time of night when he intended to retreat anyhowT"

On the morning of May 5th, corps commanders were ordered to cut roads,
where it was necessary, leading from their positions to the United States
Ford. During the afternoon there was a very heavy rainfall. In the mean
time Hooker had in person crossed the river, but, as he gave orders for the
various corps to march at such and such times during the night, I am not aware
that any of his corps generals knew of his departure. Near midnight I got
a note from Meade informing me that General Hooker was Oll the other side
of the river, which had risen over the bridges, and that communication was
cut off from him. I immediately rode over to Hooker's headquarters and
found that I was in command of the army, if it had auy commander. General
Hunt, of the artillery, had brought the information as to the condition of the
bridges, and from the reports there seemed to be danger of losing them
entirely. After a short conference with Meade I told him that the recrossing
would be suspended, and that "we would stay where we were and fight it
out," returning to my tent with the intention of enjoying what I had not had
since the night of the 30th ultimo - a good sleep; but at 2 A. Y., communi
cation having been reestablished, I received a sharp message from Hooker,
to order the recrossing of the army as he had directed, and everything was
safely transferred to the north bank of the Rappahannock.

In looking for the causes of the loss of Chancellorsville, the primary ones
were that Hooker expected Lee to fall back without risking battle. Finding
himself mistaken he assumed the defensive, and was outgeneraled and
became demoralized by the superior tactical boldness of the enemy.

--
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BY ALFRED PLEABONTON. BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, U. 8. A.

I N the latter part of April, 1863, General Hooker
decided tD undertake an offensive campaign with

the Army of the Potomac against the Army of North
ern Virginia, under General Lee. At this time the
two armies faced each other: Lee's, numbering about

""100 CAYALRY.....'. HAT, 60,000 men, being at Fredericksburg, and the Army of
the Potomac, numbering about 130,000 men, at Falmouth, on the north side
of the Rappahannock River opposite Fredericksburg. Hooker directed
three corps of the army, the First, the Third, and the Sixth, comprising
59,000 men, under the command of General Sedgwick, to cross the Rappa
hannock River below Fredericksburg and hold Lee's army in that position,
while he himself moved secretly and with celerity three corps, the Fifth,
the Eleventh, and the Twelfth, numbering 42,000 men, up the river, cross
ing it and concentrating them at Chancellorsville, ten miles west of Fred
ericksburg, with the purpose of moving down upon General Lee's army to
take it in rear and flank-two divisions of the Second Corps being placed
to cover Banks's Ford, the third division being left at Falmouth, while a
brigade llnd battery were stationed at United States Ford to facilitate the
crossing. The Cavalry Corps, with the exception of one small brigade
of three regiments and a battery of horse artillery, which was left under
my command with the army, was ordered under the command of Gen
eral Stoneman to make a raid in rear
of L 'arlU \luI d :tl'(.7 bi: raUl' n
and . . llllliUlli 'ati n with Ri ·hmolld. J

PARADB nl VAL)(OOTH O}' THE llOTa PBlfNBTLVANIA VOLUlITBBRlI. PJlOJI A PHOTOGRAPH.

Th!.ll regiment (ot WhJpple's division. Third C{lI'p8) Wltb tbe 84tb PennsyI"an1a perfonned desperate BerneI.' nl.'ar
Falrnew on 8unday mornlnll', May 3d, tbe 84tb !oalng 216 men anti tbe lIoth loe1nl{ ~ men.- EDITORS.

~ Thill corps did great service by drawin~0« Gen- that they paased between Stuart and Lee's anuy.
era! Lee's cavalry, under General J. E. B. Stuart, and Stuart could Dot get through w communieate
to Brandy Station and Culpeper, thus depriving to Lee what was going on. It will be seen lau-r on
General Lee of their serviel's; for General Hooker what a loas this was to Lee, and what a great ad
moved the three corps with him with sach celerity vantage it was to the Army of the Potomac.- A. P.
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.ABANDONING TUB WINTIeR CAIIlP AT FAUIOUTH. FROM A W.AB-TUIB 8KBTCB.

On the 26th of April General Hooker gave his orders for the right wing of
the army to move, the Eleventh and Twelfth corps to be followed by the
Fifth; the Eleventh and Twelfth to cross the Rappahannock at Kelly's Ford,
and the Rapidan River at Germanna Ford; the Fifth Corps marching from
Kelly's Ford to Ely's Ford, nearer to the mouth of the Rapidan and to Chan
cellorsville. The left wing of the army, under General Sedgwick, was ordered
to cross the Rappahannock below Fredericksburg on the morning of the
29th; its duty was to keep the enemy as long as possible before Fredericks
burg, to pursue him if he attempted to fa.ll back on Richmond, and to take
possession of his works and his line of retreat if he marched upon Chancellors
ville; in other words, Sedgwick was told to hold Lee at Fredericksburg until
H<>oker could come down upon him from Chancellorsville and crush him.

The right wing of the army crossed Kelly's Ford on the morning of the
29t~ and the Eleventh and Twelfth corps reached Germanna Ford that
evening. I had the advance of this column with two regiments of cavalry
and a battery of horse artillery; the third regiment of the cavalry brigade I
sent with the Fifth Corps to Ely's Ford. In the afternoon, at Germanna
Ford, I surprised and captured a picket of some fifty of Stuart's cavalry
S{)ldiers. With them was an engineer officer belonging to Stuart's staff. On
searching the party, as is done with all prisoners, I found on this engineer
officer a very bulky volume, which proved to be a diary that he had been
keeping throughout the war. .I spent the greater part of the night in reading
it, in hopes of finding something that would be of advantage to us; nor was
I disappointed. This diary stated that in the first week in March a council
of war had been held at General Stuart's headquarters, which had been
attended by Generals Jackson, A. P. Hill, Ewell, and Stuart. They were in
conference over five hours, and came to the decision that the next battle
would be at or near Chancellorsville, and that that position must be prepared.
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The next day, the 30th of April, I moved on toward Chancellorsville, and
at 1 o'clock in the day I captured a courier or orderly from General Lee, who
had a dispatch from Lee, dated at Fredericksburg, noon of that day, and
addressed to Major-General McLaws, stating that he had just been informed
that tho enemy had concentrated in force near Chancellorsville, inquiring
why he had not been kept advised, and saying that he wished to see McLaws
as soon as possible at headquarters. At 2 o'clock P. M., one hour later, I
reported to General Hooker at Chancellorsville, and submitted to him thE'
diary and General Lee's dispatch, both of which he retained, and I suggested
that we had evidently surprised General Lee by our rapid movements across
the river, and, as Lee had prepared for a battle at Chancellorsville, we had
better anticipate him by moving on toward Fredericksburg. A march of
three or four miles would take us out of the woods into a more open country,
where we could form our line of battle, and where our artillery could be used
to advantage; we would then be prepared to move on Fredericksburg in thE'
morning. Besides, such a movement would enable us to uncover Banks's
Ford, which would shorten our communication with General Sedgwick over
5 miles, and bring us within 31 miles of Falmouth by that Ford.

I was much surprised to find that General Hooker, who up to that time
had been all vigor, energy, and activity, received the suggestion as a matter
of secondary importance, and that he considered the next morning sufficiently
early to move on Fredericksburg. Up to that time General Hooker's strategy
had been all that could have been desired. He had outflanked the enemy
and had surprised him by the rapidity of his movements. At 2 o'clock P. M.,

on the 30th of April, General Hooker had ninety chances in his favor to ten

UNION TROOI'll CROIlIlINO TUB JUPIDAN AT BLY'8 J'OBD. FROM A WAB-TDIB 8JUrl'C11.
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against him. The very cavalry under Stuart that Lee depended on to keep
him advised had been cut off by the prompt action of the army, and we had
it over the signature of General Lee himself that his army had been surprised.
General Hooker had it in his power at that time to have crushed Lee's army
and wound up the war. The Army of the Potomac never had a better oppor
tunity, for more than half its work had been done before a blow had been
struck, by the brilliancy of its strategy in moving upon Chancellorsville.

I camped my command about a mile from General Hooker's headquarters,
which were at the Chancellor House, and such were my misgivings as regarded
the situation of the army that about dusk I called upon the general again
~d stated to him our perilous position.

To the east, toward Fredericksburg, the woods were thick for three or four
niiles; to the south, toward Spotsylvania Court House, the woods extended
about the same distance; to the west, from Hazel Grove, the same condition
of things existed; while the country between Chancellorsville and the Rappa
hannock River, in our rear, was rough, broken, and not at all suitable for the
operations required of an army:' The position of the army at Chancellorsville
extended about three miles from east to west in the narrow clearings, which
did not afford sufficient ground to manmuvre an army of the size of the Army
of the Potomac. Besides this, we were ignorant of what might be going on
outside of this cordon of woods, and were giving the enemy every opportu
nity to take us at a disadvantage. Every instinct induced me to suggest to
General Hooker, to relieve ourselves from our embarrassments, to send the
Eleventh Corps, which was in a miserable position in the woods, down to
Spotsylvania Court House by the Jack Shop road, and make the line of battle
from Chancellorsville to Spotsylvania. This proposition was not approved,
and I then asked permission to send some cavalry to Spotsylvania, to find out
what was going on in the open country beyond the woods. General Hooker
assented to this, and I ordered the 6th New York Cavalry, under Lieuten
ant-Colonel Duncan McVicar, to proceed down the road from Chancellors
ville to Spotsylvania, aacertain if the enemy were anywhere in that vicinity,
and, having done so, return before daybreak. This could easily be done, as
the distance was not more than eight miles. Colonel MeVicar executed his
orders in splendid style; he went to Spotsylvania, saw no enemy, but on his
return, it being moonlight, he found a body of cavalry in his front, barring
his passage to Chancellorsville. He immediately deployed his regiment, some
three or four hundred strong, and after a murderous fire from the saddle he
charged the enemy with sabers and completely routed them. This force was
the 5th Virginia Cavalry, and with it were. General Stuart and staff. They
sesttered in every direction and were pursued by the 6th New York Cav
alry until the 2d Virginia Regiment, coming to their assistance, stopped the
pursuit. The 6th New York Cavalry then, unmolested, returned to Chancel
lorsville, but without their brave commander, who was killed in the thickest
of the fray.

This action made a strong impression on the Confederates, and Stuart, in
order to avoid another such encounter, started his cavalry in the direction
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of Spotsylvania Court House, but his
rear-guard threw the whole column
into confusion by the cry, "The enemy
is upon us." Major von Borcke, a dis
tinguished officer, who was on General
Stuart's staff, and was present on
this occasion, in describing it, says:
"Shots were fired at hazard in every
direction. The 1st and 3d Virginia
Regiments, no longer recognizing each
other, charge upon each other mutu
ally; Stuart's mounted men, generally
so brave and so steadfast, no longer
obey the orders of their officers, and
gallop off in great disorder. At last
quiet is restored, and the brigade final
ly reaches Spotsylvania Court House,
while the small band which has caused
so much alann to Stuart was quietly
returning to Chancellorsville."

The next morning at daylight (Fri
day, May 1st) I reported to General
Hooker the result of this reconnois
Sallce, and he began to realize the im-

IUoJOR-GEll'BIUL BIR~ G. BRRRY, OOJIJUNDllIG
8ECOIID DIV1810ll. THIRD OOJU'8, KILLED JUY portance of the information that had

3.1863. FROIl A PHOTOGRAPH. been conveyed the day before in the
diary of Stuart's engineer officer. The 6th New York Cavalry were only
able to report that they had cut their way through a heavy body of cavalry,
and this by moonlight; they were unable to say whether any infantry or
artillery were in that direction.

To move the army down on Fredericksburg with an unknown force on its
rear and flank was a hazardous experiment. What could have been done
with safety the day before now became doubtful, and it was this uncertainty
that paralyzed the vigor and action of General Hooker throughout the 1st of
May. Although he started the Second, Fifth, Twelfth, and Third corps in
the direction of Tabernacle Church on the way to Fredericksburg, the move
ment was not of such a character as to bring success. Upon meeting a stub
born resistance from General Jackson's forces, and fearing that if'he should
become deeply engaged a force from Spotsylvania would take him in the rear
and flank, he withdrew the army and placed it in position at Chancellorsville.

From that time the whole situation was changed. Without striking a blow,
the army was placed on the defensive. The golden moment had been lost,
and it never appeared again to th~ same extent afterward-an illustration
that soldiers' legs have as much to do with winning victories as their arms.

General Lee knew that General Hooker had taken his anny back to its
position.at Chancellorsville. The Third Corps had already been taken from
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General Sedgwick at Fredericksburg, and at 2 o'clock on the morning of May
2d the First Corps was also ordered up to Chancellorsville, leaving Sedgwick
with the Sixth Corps. These movements did not escape the attention of Gen
eral Lee, 80 he decided to assume the offensive and put in operation the plan
which bad been suggested by Generals Jackson, A. P. Hill, Ewell, and Stuart
at their council of war in the first week in March. He left a sufficient force
at Fredericksburg to watch Sedgwick, while with the bulk of his army he
moved on Chancellorsville, sending a force under Generals Jackson, A. P.
~ and Stuart, to make a turning movement and to attack the Union
forces in the rear and right flank, and roll them up. Lee himself, in the
meantime, with the remainder of his forces, occupied the attention of
the left and center of Hooker's army, to prevent any interference with
the flank movement. General Lee's strategy was the same that Hooker
had carried out so successfully until he stopped at Chancellorsville. Lee
was equally successful in his movements, and we will now investigate the
causes of his failure to give the Army of the Potomac a crnshing blow.

On the 2d day of May the right of the Army of the Potomac was the
Eleventh Corps, in the woods near Dowdall's Tavern (Melzi Chancellor's); the
Third Corps connected it with the Twelfth Corps at Fairview and Chancellors
ville, facing south toward the woods; while the Second and the Fifth corps
were posted to prevent any attack taking the position in the rear and flank
from the east. Throughout the morning of the 2d of May, attacks were made
on different portions of our line from the east to the west. These attacks
occurred at intervals of an hour or more, but always farther to the west. I'
was satisfied this was done to withdraw our attention from the real point of
attack, and I mentioned this to Hooker, who had become more and more im
pressed with the belief that the information contained in the diary of Stuart's
engineer officer was correct, and that Lee had adopted a plan to carry it out.

In the afternoon of May 2d General SiC'kles, commanding the Third C0n>s,
sent in word that the enemy were retreating toward Gordonsville, and that
their wagons and artillery could be seen passing by the Furnace road some
three miles to the south. General Hooker sent for me on receiving this
report, and stated that he was not sure the enemy were retreating; that he
wanted an officer of experience in that part of the field, and that he wished me
to take my command there and keep him promptly informed of everything
that was going on. I asked him if he considered me to be under the orders of
anyone. He replied quickly, "You are under my orders only; use your
best judgment in doing whatever you think ought to be done."

On arriving at Hazel Grov.e, about one mile from Chancellorsville, I found
that General Sickles was moving two of the divisions of the Third Corps in
the direction of Catherine Furnace, and shortly after he became engaged
there with a strong rear-guard. Hazel Grove was the highest ground in
the neighborhood and was the key of our position, and I saw that if Lee's
forces gained it the Army of the Potomac would be worsted.

General Sickles wanted some cavalry to protect his flanks, and I gave him
the 6th New York. This left me with only the 8th and 17th Pennsylvania
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regiments and Martin's New York battery of horse artillery. I posted this
command at the extreme west of the clearing, about two hundred yards
from the woods in which the Eleventh Corps was encamped. This posi
tion at Hazel Grove was about a quarter of a mile in extent, running nearly
north-east and south-west, but was in no place farther than two hundred
yards from the woods, and on the south and east it sloped off into a marsh
and a creek. It commanded the position of the army at Fairview and Chan
cellorsville and enfiladed our line. -The moving out to the Furnace of the
two divisions of the Third Corps left a gap of about a mile from Hazel Grove
to the right of the Twelfth Corps. Shortly after General Sickles had been
engaged at the Furnace, he sent me word that the enemy were giving way
and cavalry could be used to advantage in pursuit. Before moving my com
mand I rode out to the Furnace to comprehend the situation. It was no place
for cavalry to operate, and as I could hear spattering shots going more and
more toward the north-west, I was satisfied that the enemy were not retreat
ing. I hastened back to my command at Hazel Grove; when I reached u; \
the Eleventh Cl.rps to our rear and our right was in full flight, panic-stricken
beyond description. We faced abont, having then the marsh behind us. It
was an ugly marsh, about fifty yards wide, and in the stampede of the
Eleventh Corps, beef cattle, ambulances, mules, artillery, wagons, and horses
became stuck in the mud, and others coming on crushed them down, so that
when the fight was over the pile of debris in the marsh was many feet high.
I saw that something had to be done, and that very quickly, or the Army 'of
the Potomac would receive a crushing defeat. The two cavalry regiments
were in the saddle, and as I rode forward Major Keenan of the 8th Pennsyl
vania came out to meet me, when I ordered him to take the regiment, charge
into the woods, which, as we had previously stood, were to our rear, and
hold the enemy in check until I could get some guns into position. t He
replied, with a smile at the size of the task, that he would do it, and started
otI immediately. Thirty men, including Major Keenan, Captain Arrowsmith,
and Adjutant Haddock, never came back. I then directed Captain Martin to
bring his guns into battery, load with double charges of canister, and aim them
so that the shot would hit the ground half-way between the guns and the woods.
I also stated that I would give the order to fire. Just then a handsome young
lieutenant of the 4th U. S. Artillery~ Frank B. Crosby (son of a distinguished
lawyer of New York City), who was killed the next day, galloped up and said,
"General, I have a battery of six guns; where shall I go f what shall I do'" I
told him to place his battery in line on the right of Martin's battery, and gave
him the same instrlictions I had given Martin as to how I wanted him to serve
his guns. These 2 batteries gave me 12 guns, and to obtain more I then
charged 3 squadrons of the 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry on the stragglers of
the Eleventh Corps to clear the ground, and with the assistance of the rest
of the regiment succeeded in placing 10 more pieces of artillery in line.
The line was then ready for Stonewall Jackson's onset. It was dusk when
his men swarmed out of the woods for a quarter of a mile in our front

.. See also statements of Major Edward J. Carpenter and others on p. 187.-EDITORS.
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(our rear ten minutes before). They came on in line five and six deep with
but one flag-a Union flag dropped by the Eleventh Corps. '

I suspected deception and was ready for it. They called out not to shoot
they were friends; at the same time they gave us a volley from at least
five thousand muskets. As soon as I saw the flash I gave the command
to fire, and the whole line of artillery was discharged at once.l It fairly
swept them from the earth; before they could recover themselves the line
of artillery had been loaded and was ready for a second attack. Aft~r

the second discharge, suspecting that they might play the trick of having
their men lie down, draw the fire of the artillery, then jump up and charge
before the pieces could be reloaded, I poured in the canister for about twenty
minutes, and the affair was over. ~ .

When the Eleventh Corps was routed, the situation was this: The nearest
infantry to me was the right of the Twelfth Corps, over a mile off, and
engaged by the forces under General Lee, who was trying to prevent them
from impeding the movements of General Jackson. The two divisions of the
Third Corps were nearly a mile to the west, at the Furnace. Had. Jackson

~ Major Cli1ford Tholnson, aide-de-<lamp on Gen- the cover ot the woodll. But sUll tile canister WlWl

eral Pleasonton's staff, in a letter written in 1866 poured into them. and a &econd atteulpt to charlie
gives the following account of the fight at Hazel the guns tailed. Soon Sickles's corptl movt'd trom Ib-
G advanced potllt1on and interposed lwtween ns and the

rove: ,- woods; parties sent out over the lIcld which had been
.. General PlelU!Onton rode trom gun to gun, directing swept by our gnns tound the dead aud d)1ug lying In

the jlIlnnere to Bo1m low, not to get excited, to mak" heaps, Old artillery oftleers have intormt'd me that they
eVl'ry ~hot tell; the stall'-oftlcers, eatcbin~ their cue trom never betore heard snl.h rapid ftrtnl\' lUI occurred at t "lilt
him, did the same, and wbUe at 1lret there had been oon-" - engagemeut; the roar was a continuous one. and the
s1derahle excitement and apprehension among us, It execution ten1fte. After It had oeased I rode up to
soon quieted down, and every thought and action was Heneml Plll88Onton Bnd said:

, directed to gtlttlng the best Rervt06 out of tho&e guns ... General, thoRe people out there are rebels I •
" that they were capable ot rendering. R6I'{)verln,i{ trom .. There was a grave twinkle in b18 eye IIIllle held out

the disorder Into whloh Keenan'R charge had thrown htl\ band and replied :
them, the enemy could be seen tormlnlt line of battle ... Thomson, I never eXIM'cted to _ yon ajfBfn: J
In the edge of woodR now In our tront. They were thoUA'ht it they didn't kill )'OU I should, bnt that WBI\ no
RCBrceIy two hlmdred yardR dl8tant· yet Rnl'h WaR tbe time to stop tor one man.'
1I'l00m that they could not be cl~rIy dl8UngulRhed. .. I should have agreed with bim more cordially it
Geneml PlelU!Onton was ahont to give the order to fire. that one man had been somebody else. After 8ieklee
when a Rerll'eant at one ot tile IlWlR RaId: had made blR di8p1H1\tlonR In our tront. we were wlth-

.. , General, aren't tho~ onr trooP8' I 866 our 00101'8 drawn to get forage tor our hol'1'ell. and our part to the
in the line I' Thls was true, tor wllere he pointed our battle of Chancello1'8ville was done. Word had gnne
cnlorA could be 86en _ trophlM picked up on tile lIeld. ont throngh the army that PIC8Alllnton and b18 8taJl'
General Pll',8llOnton turned to me and &aId: had been killed; RO, when tired. sleepy, very dirty. and

.. 'Mr. Thomson, ride ont there and 86e who thoRe extremely hungry, we next momtnl\' rode quietly into
people are.' our headquarterR camp, at tile J't'll1", we WE're looked

.. For mYll6lt, I was not at all l'nr!on8 abont • those upon &8 per8OD8 rI.Ilen trom the dead. (Jne thlDI\' J have
people,' being perfectly Willing to walt till they tutro- tor/(l.tten to mflnttou, and that 18 that we had virtually
dnoed tbem8elve8. Riding out between our gDJllI, I no RUpport torthoae twenty-twojfUD8 during the llCtfon.
galloped to within tblrty or torty yard8 ot them; all There WM a portion ot the 11th Pennsylvania Cavalry
along the line they erled ont to me, 'Come on; we're • nnder the hill, hnt the men were uew reuultA and had
trIcndR!' It was quite dark and I could not make ont not, I lwlieve, been under fire previons to that oecaAtoo_
their unttonnR, bnt I could Ree three of our 113gB, and" Had the enemy Rnccooded In ltalnln/l the CJ'Cllt of the
these eaull6d me to he8ltate; I came to a halt, p6l'r1njC knoll, the RUpport would not have made a mouthful tor
Into the darlrn688 to make 8nre, when a bullet wbl8tled a 81ugle company ot Jackson's men. WhE'n Prfoftfdent
by me, Bud then came' the rebel yell.' The llue eharged Lincoln vi~lted the army a day or two attl'r this Ifll:bt.
up tbe bl1l toward our jlIlnR, and I led It I Lylnll' down General Pleasouton OHfteed to lllill 8~ Hooker'8 head
upon m:v hOrRe'R neck, I If&ve him the Rpur, and the yells quartare, when that officer RBld :
of the' Johnnies' behind tnrthl'r Rt1mnlated him M that .. , Mr. President, this IR General Pl_nton. ....ho
we ~t over the lI'!'OuUllln a llvely manner. But~th the savell the Army ot the Potoml\C tbe other night.'
report ot the first Rhot ftred at me Geneml PlflRMnton .. TI,e President acknowledged the 86rv!l'e in hb
had opened fire, and thoRe twent.y-two gnn8 helebedtorth uRuallP'ateful manner. Only Inspiration, or the Inl\tJnct
deRtru"t1on at a fearfnlly rapid rote. AlthoulI'h lylnlt of .. natural soldier. conld have enabll'd PlE'......nton to
down on my hOrRe I kflpt Rn I'ye on the J!'UnR and Itnlded !U'l'ompllsh ~() much In 80 short a time with M IImAll a
my horee between the ftMh"", and In 11'88 tlmc tban It forCl'. The ftltht at Hazel Grove waR one of thOM'l 8har1>
takeR to t..1l It I Wl\~ on the Rate Ride of them. It w.... and dl'cl.lve actlonR pregnant with great l'6IlultR...
load and lIre I\t wl11 tor Mtnl'l minutes; thl' enl'lIllY WI\S
mowed down In heapR; they l'onld mBke DO h..adwRV
agalnst snch a cyclone, and ran back down the elope to
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('aptured the position at Hazel Grove, these two divisions would have been
cut off from the army. He would have seeu General Hooker and his staff
getting what troops he could to prevent the routed Eleventh Corps from
demoralizing the rest of the army, and the fatal position which that portion
of the army occupied rendered it an easy task to have crushed it. Neither
the Second Corps nor the Twelfth Corps was in position to have defended
itself against an attack by Jackson from Hazel Grove.

For half an hour General Jackson had the Army of the Potomac at his
merey. That he halted to re-form his troops in the woods, instead of forging
ahead into the dearing, where he could re
form his troops more rapidly, and where he
could have seen that he was master of the
situation, turned out to be one of those
fatalities by which the most brilliant pros
pE'Cts are sacrificed. When he advanced
upon the artillery at Hazel Grove Jackson.
had a.nother opportunity to win, if his in
fantry had been properly handled. The fire
of his infantry was so high it did no harm;
they should have been ordered to fire so low
as to disable the cannoneers at the guns.
Had his infantry fire been as effective as

IIAJOR-GENERAL AIUEL W. WHIPPLB, 0011-
that of our artillery, Jackson would have IIANDER OJ' THX THIRD DITISION OJ' THE

oed h ° • Th ill fi THIRD CORPS, MORTALLY WOUNDED BYearn t e poSItIon. e art ery re was A SHARP-SHOOTER ON THE MORIIIIIO OF

i:'ffective because I applied to it that prin- IIAY4,l888. FROII .&.PHOTOGRAPH.

eiple of dynamics in which the angle of incidence is equal to the angle of
reflection,-that is to say, if the muzzle of a gun is three feet from the ground
and it is dischargoo. so that the shot will strike the ground at a distance of
one hundred yards, it will glance from the earth at the same angle at. which
it struck it, and in another one hundred yards will be three feet from the
ground. I knew my first volley must be a crushing one, or Jackson, with his
superior numbers, would charge across the short distance which separated.
us and capture the artillery before the guns could be reloaded.

After the fight at Hazel Grove I sent into the woods and captured a number
of Jackson's men. I asked them to what command they belonged. One of
them said to General A. P. Hill's corps, and added, "That was a pretty trick
you played us this evening." I asked to what he referred. He replied, "By
withdrawing your infantry, and catching us on your guns,"-thus showing
that the flight of the Eleventh Corps was looked upon as a ruse. To my
question, if they had suffered J;lluch, he said that they had been badly cut
up; that General Jackson had been badly wounded; also General A. P. Hill,
sud their chief of artillery. I askE'd how he knew General Jackson had been
wounded. He stated that he saw him when he was can;ed off the field in a
litter. This informat.ion I immediately reported to Genpral Hooker, when he
rlire...-ted me to wit.hdraw my command from that position and go into camp
on the north side of the Rappahannock River. It was 4 A. M. of the 3d of
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May when I moved from Hazel Grove. Sickles, with the two divisions of
the Third Corps, reached Hazel Grove from the Furnace between half-past
nine and ten on the night of the 2d of May. Some of his troops had fighting
in the woods before I left, but I am unable to say what was its character.

On the morning of the 3d of May (Sunday) General Stuart was in com
mand of Jackson's forces, Jackson and A. P. Hill having been wounded, as
reported by the prisoner taken the night before. Stuart prepared, with his
usual impetuosity, to renew the attack early that morning, and by one of
those unfortunate occurrences so prevalent during the war, he caught the
Third Corps in motion to take up a new position, connecting with the Twelfth
Corps at Fairview, and facing to the west. This withdrawal enabled Stuart
to take the position at Hazel Grove from which Jackson had been repulsed
the evening before. He saw its advantages at once, and, placing some thirty
pieces of artillery there, he· enfiladed the Twelfth Corps at Fairview and
Chancellorsville, and punished the Third Corps severely. The Third Corps
was fighting throughout the day under great disadvantages. To add to the
embarrassments of the army, General Hooker that morning was disabled by
a concussion, and the army was virtually without a head, the different corps
commanders fighting their commands on the defensive. Such extraordina.ry
conditions forced the Army of the Potomac to fall back from Chancellors
ville and Fairview, and form a new line of battle to the north and some dis
tance from Chancellorsville. This line presented a front to the enemy that
could not be enfiladed or turned. Desultory fighting, especially with artillery,
was kept up on the 4th of May; but Hooker's battle ended on the 3d, after
the army had gained its new position.

It is useless to speculate what General Hooker would have done if he had
not been disabled. Up to the evening of the 2d of May the enemy had
suffered severely, while the Army of the Potomac had comparatively but
few killed and wounded; but the unfortunate circumstances that contracted
the lines of our army enabled the enemy to inflict the severest punishment
upon all the troops that were engaged. In fact, the greatest injury was
inflicted on the 3d of May, while the army had no commander. Had the First
Corps, which had not been engaged, and the Fifth Corps, still fresh, been
thrown into the action in the afternoon of Sunday, the 3d of May, when Lee's
troops were exhausted from the struggle, they would certainly have made
Chancellorsville what it should have been,- a complete success. These two
corps mustered from 25,000 to 30,000 men. There was no one to order them
into the fight, and a second golden opportunity was lost. The army recrossed
the Rappahannock River on the night of May 5th, and took up again the
position at Falmouth which they had occupied before the campaign.



the left of the road, while their rifies were aimed
through it.

It was a long lane and a hot lane to go through;
but the lane had a turn, and we got to it at last
when we reached the Plank road and struek
Rodes's division right in the front. We struck it as
a wave strikes a stately ship: the ship is staggered,
maybe thrown on her be&Dl ends, but the wave is
dashed into spray, and the ship sails on as before.

Major Keenan, who led his battalion in the
charge, the captain in co=and of the leading
squadron, the adjutant, and a few scorl' of their
followers went down at this shoek together. The
detail sent over to recover their bodies after the
battle said that the major had thirteen bullets in
his body, the adjutant nine, and others fewer. It
was reported by some who rode close upon the
major that in falling he shouted, "To the right I "
seeing that the impenetrable masses on his left
could not be foreed, and that there was no way
out but over the thinner lines on the right. When
turning at full speed, my horse was killed and I
was pitched over his neck on the'roadside. Here
I parted company with the regiment. When I
jumped to my feet I had time to take only one
glance at my surroundings. My sole thought was
to escape capture or death. On one side were
the heavy lines of Confederate infantry doubled
and bent by the charge, their omcers trying to
recover their alignment i on the other side the sur
vivors of the leading squadrons were galloping in
the Plank road, the others breaking over the Con
federate skirmish lines as far back as I could see
into the woods.

By instinct I turned toward the woods on the
right of the Plank road as the best way out, and
made a dash at the lines, which had just recovered
from their surprise that a cavalry regiment should
have ridden over them, and were firing aftcr it.
They were loading when I ran out between them,
and when they began to fire I dropped down be·
hind some trees that had been cut to make an
abatis, or had been shot down by the cannon;
when the volley was over I jumped up and ran
&II f&llt as before.

The Plank road, and the woods that bordered
it, presented a scene of terror and contusion such
as I had never seen before. Men and animals
were dashing against one another in wild dismay
before the line of fire that came crackling and
crashing after them. The constantly approaching
rattle of musketry, the crash of the shells through
the trees, seemed to come from three sides upon
the brokeu fragments of the Eleventh Corps that
crowded each other on the road. The horses 'of
the men of my regiment who had been shot,
mingled with the pack-mules that carried the am
munition of the Eleventh Corps, tore like wild
beasts through the woods. I tried in vain to catch
one.

This employment of the mules for a=unition

WHEN STONEWALL JACKSON TURNED OUR RIGHT.

BY ,JOHN L. OOLLINS, 8TH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY.

ON the afternoon of May 2d, 1863, the 8th
Pennsylvania Cavalry were ordered to dis.

mount, slack saddle-girths, and rest in the vicinity
of General Hooker's headqnarters at Chancellors
,..Ule. Bome of the men fell asleep holding their
hOrBe8, BOme began talking of the battle, while a
knot of omcera, who always improved sueh occa
sions in this way, sat down to their favorite game
of poker. Suddenly an ordel' from headquarters
made a complete change in the scene. At the
word "Mount! " the sleepers as well as the talkers
sprang to their saddles, the gamblers snatched up
their stakes and their cards, and a regiment of
eavalry took the place of a lounging crowd.

Passing to the left of the Chancellorsville HOUBe,
we erossed our line of battle at the edge of a wood
and came up with a reconnoitering party that had
captured the 23d Georgia. We had heard that
Lee was retreating, and supposed that this un
fortunate regiment had been sacrificed to give the
main body a chance to escape; but while we were
commiserating the poor fellows, one of them de
fiantly said, "You may think you have done a
big thing just now, but wait till Jackson gets
round on your right."

We laughed at his harmless bravado, for we
did not think he would betray Jackson's move had
he known anything about it; but while we were
yet trying to get through the thick wood the roar
of mWlketry and artillery on our right confirmed
his speech. We now came back at a gallop toward
a point between the place where we were rest
ing a.nd the place where the battle was raging.
As we rode into an elevated clearing, called
Hazel Grove, the regiment (the 8th Pennsylvania)
was brought into line. We surmised a disaster
a.nd nervously braced ourselves for the ordeal, not
knowing whether we were to make an attack or
",ait there to receive one.

The roar of musketry was now heavier and
nearer; the vast woods between us and Dowdall's
tavern seemed to shake with it. There was no
time to ask or to wonder what had happened, for
the regiment was ordered olI at a gallop. After
riding about three hundred yards we turned into a
narrow road that promised to take us into the midst
of the enemy. Half a dozen horsemen in cadet
gray-most likely a general's staff reconnoitering,
as they did not ride in ranks-were in the road
ahead of us, and turned and Hed back to their
lines.

The word "Charge!" was now passed from the
leAdingsquadron, and sabers Hew into the air along
our line; but none too soon, for we were already
in the midst of the foe, and they were ready for us.
The unfortunate squadron that led caught all the
fire as we dashed along the narrow lane, and we who
rooJe next it got only the smoke from the enemy's
guns. We could reach nothing as yet, and could
see nothing but fire and smoke, for their line of
battle 11'&11 safely posted behind a thicket that lined
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IIAJOR PETER KEENAN. KILLED IJII THE C~RGE OF
THB 8TH PEJllNSYLVAIUA CAVALRY.

WHEN STONEWAll JACKSON TURNED OUR RIGHT.

In ,t·he very height of the flight, we came upon
General Howard, who seemed to be the only man
in bis own command that was not running at that
moment. He was in the middle of the road and
mounted, his maimed arm embracing a stand of
colors that some regiment had deserted, while with
bis sound arm he was gesticulating to the men to
make a stand by their Aag. J With blU'ed head he
was pleadingwith his soldiers, literally weeping as
he entreated the unheeding horde. Under diJIerent
circumstances I should have considered it my duty
to follow and find my command, and report for duty
,with it. But I could not go past the general.
.Maimed in his person and sublime in his patri-

"otism, he seemed worthy to stand by, and out of
pure compliment t.o his appearance I hooked up
my saber and fell into the little line that gathered
about him. As tbe front became clear, we fired
a few shots at the advance line of the Confeder
ates, but a fresh mass of fugitives in blue soon
filled the road, and we had to stop firing. The
general now ordered us to cover the wbole line of
retreat so as to let none pass, and the officers, in
spired by his devotion, ran in front of their men,
drew their swords, and ",ttempted to stO}1 them.
As the number constantly increased, the prell8-

service was a device of General Hooker's. and this ure became greater upon the line that blocked
was the only field where they played their part. the way; but this line was constantly r~nforced

Each mule carried four or five boxes of spare am- by officers and others, and offered some resUrtancl'
munition, and being tied in couples, they seemed .to the pressure. At lsst the seething, surging sea
easier to catch than a horse. As a pair of them . of hnmanity broke over the feeble barrier, and
made for opposite sides of a tree, I ran toward them '-..General Howard and his officers were carried
to get one, but before I could succeed a shell from away by main force with the tide. Pharaoh and
the direction of the Plank road struck the tree, his chariots could have held back the walls of thE'
exploded the ammunition, and slaughtered the Red Sea as easily as those omcers conld resist
mules. this retreat. I started again on my race for life,

r now gave up hope of a mount, and seeing the this time alone, and toward the slopes of the ChlUl
Confederate lines coming near me, tried to lIave cellorsville plateau, where it sellmed to me prob
myself on foot. Once, when throwing myself down able that my regiment would re-form after the
to escape the fury of the fire, I saw a member of charge. .
my own regiment, whose horse also had been shot, My conrse was right-oblique from the road, and
biding iu a pine top that had been cut down by a I had not gone far before I BRW lines that I knew
shell. He had thrown his arms away tbat he were not retreating. Their ft&gll were Aying, and
might run the faster, and he begged me to do tho my heart took a bound as I beheld battery after
same. Tbis I' refused to do, and I got in safely battery gallopinjt into position, and regiment after
witb my arms, while he was never seen again. I regiment wheeling into line behind t.hem. A line of

r turned into the Plank road to join the very bad battle sbowed itself at last; the Third Corps had
company that came pouring in by tbat route. More come up to stop the successful charge, and Jack
than h"'lf of the runaways had thrown tbeir anns son's men would find a difference between attack
away, and all of them were talking a language that ing tbe Third Corps in front "'nd the Eleventh in
I did not understand, hut, by their tones, evidently the rE'ar. Seeing the guns unlimber and lollod. I
blaming some one for the disgrace and disaster that made my greatest effort at speed, bnt not caring
bad befallen their corps. They appeared to share for a few fugitives, the gnns belched forth their
the prevailing confusion on that part of tbe field, fire before I could get in. However, I came safely
where tbe front and the rear seemed reversed. through, and atlast pansed for a long breath. Wbile
Yet, as misery loves company, I callt my lot with congratulating myself npon my escape, I looked
them and continued my fiigbt. behind the line of battle, and thE're saw my own

I doubt if any of 118 knew where we were going, regiment drawn up for a cha!'lle, the line not "0

further than that we were fteeing before the pur- 10nK as half an hour before by one-third, but BtiIl8l!
suing lines of the enemy. One of my own com- tlhapt"ly and resolute as ever. The hOrRes were
pany, who was captured in the chaJ'K6. afterward blown and nervous, and the mt"n were, no doubt.
told me that in leaping an abatis. he was lifted a little depressed by the rough U8&KEt they had
from his saddle by a vine and remained snspended met with. A horse, that had followed the com
till made a prisoner. pany riderle88 from the charge, was given to me.

I see GenerR1 Howard'. deaerlptton on p....-EDITOIIll.
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WHEN STONEWALL JACKSON TURNED OUR RiGHT. 18;.

The slope was so steep that a line of battle could
be formed in front of the guns and a double IJkir..
mish line in front of that.

Ourregimentnow moved up to the gnns, enabling
us to see better the slopes and the woods when lit
up by the lI.ashes. Sometimes darkness and still
ness would reign for a few minutes, and we would

think tL loug clo.y'tl fi~htin~ 'I'll ov T, but it would
pre enlly break out again. The telllthy rush from
th wooJs 'ould b hard fir t, til D til SllllJ'P

crack of the skirmisher's rifle, then a yell and ..
unJ. The duuy lines fell back into the woods louder rushing of their lines met by the loud roll
in disorganized muses lI>8 often lI>8 they advanced, of the line of battle's 1I.re. As the cheer of our
and the cheers of our troops rang out atell>Ch re- men announced that the enemy's line was again
treat. From the boldnell8 and the frequency of in retreat, the blaze of forty or 1l.tty cannons from
the Confederate charges it was found necessary to the right to the left would light up the scene and
move the infantry in front of the guns, lest the carry death over the heads of our men into the
enemy should seize them before being di8covered. woods beyond.

VOL. 111. 18
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At last J acoon's men paused, for they had been
marching and fighting since morning, and human
JlAture could endure no more. But they were not
allowed to hold the ground they had won; an ad
vance was now ordered on our side, and it was
made with a vigor that avenged the discomfiture
of our comrades. Though it was now midnight
the woods were lit up with the bme of the mus
ketry as the combatants came face to face among
the trees, and the battle began anew. The artil
lerists pushed on their guns by hand a hundred

yards behind the infantry line, and shook the
woods in their depths, as they had the hills to
their foundations. At last, at 2 o'clock in the
morning, we were told to sleep on our arms. But
who could sleep while counting the dead of our
commands' Comrades were gone; file-leaders and
file-closers were gone; omcers of every grade had
perished. Stonewall Jackson himself had gone
down in his greatest charge; and his men nevt'r
again fought as on that day, nor came down on our
fiank with such fury.

THE CHARGE OF THE EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY.;1;

I. BY PENNOCK HUBY, BBEVET BBIGADIEB-GENEBAL, U. 8. V.

J UST as we reached Hazel Grove, at Scott's Run
Crossing, at half-past 6 o'clock P. x., May 2d,

a stalf-omcer rode up in a state of great excite
ment and reported to General Sickles that the
enemy had fianked Genernl Howard's corps, and
that he had been sent for a regiment of General
Pleasonton's cavalry. General Sickles immediately
ordered General Pleasonton to send a regiment.
General Ple&llonton then ordered me to report with
my regiment as quickly as possible to General
Howard, whom I would probably find near the old
Wilderness chureh. There were no other ordt'rs
given to me or to any oftlcer of my regiment. ~

Hound the regiment, standing to horse, on the op
posite or north side of Hazel Grove, near the road.
The wood in front was so thick with underbrush
that a bird could scarcely fiy through it; much less
could a cavalry charge have been made. On in
quiring for the adjutant of the regiment, and on
being informed by some of the men where he was,
I rode to the point designated and found Major
Peter Keenan, Captain William A. Dailey, Adju
tantJ. Haseltine Haddock, and Lieutenant Andrew
B. Wells playing cards under a tree. When I
ordered them to mount their commands they were
all in high spirits about the game, Keenan remark
ing: "Major, you have spoiled a good game !"

After mounting the regiment I rode 01I at its
head in my proper place, followed by four other
oftlcers, all of whom belonged in front except
Lieutenant Carpenter, who commanded the second
company of the first squadron, and might properly
have been in the rear of the first company, where
he uudoubtedly would have been had I supposed
there was danger ahead. The offiOt'rs in front were:
Major Pennock Huey, commander of the regiment;
Major Peter Keenan, commander of the first bat
talion; Captain Charles Arrowsmith, commander
of the first squadron; Lieutenant J. Edward Car
penter, commander of the second company; and
Adjutant J. Haseltine Haddock, whose place was
with me unless otherwise ordered. We rode through
the wood toward the Plank road; there was no
unusual stir or excitement "mong the men or oftl-

;1; Extracted by pennluion and condensed from " A
True History of the Charge of the sth Pennsylvania
cavalry at Chancellol'llVille," by Pennock Hney, Phila
delph1a, 18lI6.-EDrroR8.

cers of the regiment, the impression being that the
enemy were retreating, and all who had not heard
of General Howard's disaster felt happy with the
thought that the battle was almost over. No one
in the regiment, with the exception of myself, knew
where we were going or for what purpose.

From the information I had received from Gen
eral Pleasonton, and from hearing the aide make
his report before I started, I had no idea that we
would meet the enemy till after I had reported to
General Howard. Therefore the surprise was 88

great to us as to the enemy, as we were entirely
unprepared, our sabers being in their scabbards.
When we arrived almost at the Plank road, we dis
covered that we had ridden right into the enemy,
the Plank road in our front being occupied by
them in great forcl', and that we were completely
surrounded, the woods at that point being filled
with fiankers of Jackson's column, who were
thorQughly hidden from our view by the thick
undergrowth. It was here that I gave the com
mand to "draw sabers and charge," which order
was repeated by Major Keenan and other omeers.
The ehal'Re was led by the five omcers already
named, who were riding at the head of the rl"¢
ment when we left Hazel Grove. On reaching the
Pl~ road it appeared to be packed about as
closely with the enemy as it possibly could 00.

We turned to the left, facing the Confedl'rate
column, the regiment crowding on, both men and
horses in a perfect frenzy of excitement, which
nothing but death could stop. We cnt our way
through, trampling down all who could not ese"pe
us, and using our sabers on all within reach, for a
distance of about 100 yards, when we received a
volley from the enemy, which killed Major Keenan,
Captain Arrowsmith, and Adjutant Haddock, thrl'e
of the noblest and most gallant oftlcers of the war,
besides a large number of men. All three of th"
above-named omcers fell at the same time and
from the same volley, Major Keenan falling against
me and lighting on the ground under my horse. A
few days afterward his body was found near the
spot where he had fallen.

~ General Ruey was at this time Mllolor (aftl'rward
Colonel) of the 8th Pennsylvania t'ava!ry, and ...lUI

the senior oMcer pl'tlllent with It. lBee aIlIO p. 181·1
EDITORS.
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II. BY J. EDWARD CARPENTER, KAJOR, 8TH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. ~

T HBBB was no confusion at Hazel Grove when
the regiment received ita orders and left that

place. No enemy was in sight. Indeed, until after
the 8th Pennsylvania had lett the plaoe there was
not the slightest evidence that the enemy was in
the immediate neighborhood, excepting, perhaps,
that the musketry-firing seemed to be drawing
nearer. The charge of the regiment was made on
the Plank road, about three-quarters of a mile
from where Pleasonton was at Hazel Grove, and
was first ordered by the commanding officer of
the regiment at the moment when the emergency
aroae.

'The writer of this, although himself a participator
in the charge, was Imable to recognize General
Plea80nton's description of it and the slllTound
ing scenes attending it. [See p. 179.] A letter
from the writer to a member of his family, written
three days after the charge, is now before him.
From this letter the following is extracted:

•• We loet, bowever, I regret to say, three gallant oID
eenl, ~or Keenan, Captain Arrowllmlth and AlUutant
Haddock. H~or Huey and . . . were the only ones
who came out from the hl'ad ot the column. All the rest
were ktlled, wounded, or prl8onerll."

When this letter ~as written on the 5th of May,
1863, there was no thought of controversy. It
was intended only for the eye of the person to
whom it was written, with no idea that it would be
preserved.

General Pleasonton's report of the operations of
his command at Chancellorsville, dated May 18th,
1863, makes no mention of Keenan, but com
mends Huey as the commander of the regiment
and indorses his report. In Major Huey's report
of the operations of the 8th Pennsylvania cavalry,
dated May 9th, 1863, he states that he was
ordered to report, with his command, to General
Howard, and no mention is tnade of any order
from General Pleasonton to charge. This report
was before Pleasonton when his own report was
made, and no exception was ever taken to it.
In Colonel Thomas C. Devin's report of the 2d
brigade, dated May 12th, 1863, he states that
the 8th Pennsylvania cavalry was sent to the sup
port of General Howard, and Major Huey is com
plimented as the commander of the regiment. No
mention i8 made of an order to Keenan to charge,
and Keenan is only referred to a8 having gallantly
fallen.

III. BY ANDREW B. WELLS, CAPTAIN, CO. PO, 8TH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY.~

O UR regiment, on the second day of May, 1863, out with the first squadron. I remember distinctly
was awaiting orders in a clearing of wooded seeing that group of offieers, and did not see Gen

eountry called Hazel Grove. We had been there eral Pleasonton at the time.
some little time. Everything was quiet on the I was under the impression, and believe that the
tront. The men were gathered in groups, chatting other officers also were, that we were on our road
and smoking, and the officers were oecnpied in to report to General Howard. Anyhow, I fell in
much the same manner, wondering what would with the second squadron, Captain William A.
turn up next. Corrie being in command, and he and I rode to-

Abont 4 o'clock I suggested a game of draw gether at the head of it. When we pas8ed out of
poker. An empty craoker-box, with a blanket the clearing there were no officers or men on our
thrown over it, served as a card-table. The party flank, all was in order ahead, and the command
playing, if I mistake not, was composed of Major was moving at a walk. The command entered
Keenan, Adjntant Haddock, Captain Goddard, the wooda and was still moving on a walk, when,
Captain W. A. Daily, and myself. We had been at the distance of about one mile from where
playing about two hours-the game was a big one we had mounted, Captain Corrie and myself saw
and we were all absorbed in it-when, about 6 P. M., the first squadron take the trot, leaving a space
it was brought toan abrupt end by the appearance between us of about twenty-five yards. At the
of a mounted officer. Riding up to where we were same time we heard the command, "Drsw sabers,"
playing,heaskedinanexeitedmanner: "Whoisill and saw the first squadron draw them. Wethen
eommand of thi8 regiment' " Major Keenan, who heard the musketry-firing. It wa8 given in con
was Beated beside me, turned his head and said, in tinuous but distant volleys.
a joking way: "I am; what's the trouble'" Our We of the 8econd squadron knew that our time
visitor replied: "General Howard wants a cavalry was at hand, and Captain Corrie gave the order to
re~ment!' And before we had time to ask further draw sabers and charge. Taking a trot, we found
questions he was off, and the next moment we were that the road took a bend as we proceeded. When
all on our feet, and our game was ended. I remem- we turned the corner of the wood-road a 8ight met
ber it perfectly well, for I was out of pocket on the our eyes that it is impos8ible for me to describe.
play., The regiment was mounted, I mountinR' at After charging over the dead men and horses of
the ume time and alongside of Major Keenan. We the first squadron we charged into J ack60n's col
then moved out of Hazel Grove by twos. Keenan, umn, and, as luck would have it, found them with
Haddock, Arrowsmith, Huey, and Carpenter moved empty guns - thanks to our poor comrades ahead.

]I TUen by permJll8ton from the" Pblladelphla Weekly PreM," OCtober18th. 188Il. and llondensed.-EDrroBII.
, Captain Well. hall e1IIewbere Il&ld that at e:~ by his watch, H~or Huey rode up and gave the order to

monnL-EDrroBll.
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The enemy were as thick as bees, and we appeared
to be among thousands of them in an instant.

After we reached the PlaJlk road we were in
columns of fours and on the dead run, and when
we struck the enemy there occurred a "jam" of
living and dead men, friends and enemies, and
horses, and the weight of the rear of our squadron
broke us into utter contusion, so that at the mo
ment every man was for himself.

The third squadron, which Captain P. L. Goddard
oommanded, was in our rear, and came thundering
along after us, but as to the balance of the regi
ment I do not know how they came in or got out.

The enemy were as much surprised as we were,
and thought, no doubt, as they now say, that the
whole oavalry corps of the Army of the Potomac
was charging them. I distinctly remember hearing
a number of them call out, "I surrender, I sur
render." We did not stop to take any prisoners
for fear of being captured ourselves,- I had been

caught once and was just out of Libby prison and
did not want to be oaptured again,- but made for
our lines as best we could.

The whole affair was accidental. We were on
our way to report to General Howard, BOme three
miles from where we were encamped, and the
country that General Howard's statf-01licer had
just passed over in quest of the cavalry had in the
meantime been Cll'Oll8ed by Stonewall Jackson's
troops, and in following the same track we natu
rally ran into them. The 01licers who were at the
head of our column, seeing the situation, had only
an instant to determine what was to be done. We
could not turn around and get out in the face of
the enemy, and the only thing left for us was to go
through them, "sink or swim."

Can any man who was a soldier for one moment
imagine an 01licer deliberately planning a charge
by a regiment of cavalry, strung out by twos in a
column half a mile long in a thick wood f

THE ARTILLERY AT HAZEL GROVE.oft

BY JAKES F. HUNTINGTON, CAPTAIN, BATTERY H, 1ST OHIO ARTILLERY.

...

W HEN Jackson's advance struck the Eleventh
Corps, four batteries had been for some

time waiting orders in the extensive clearing
known as Hazel Grove. Of these, "H," 1st Ohio
Light Artillery, and the 10th and 11th New York
Independent Batteries belonged to Whipple's di
vision of the Third Corps. They were lett there
when that division passed through en rQIl~ to join
the force operating under General Sickles near the
Furnace. Later, Martin's horse battery, with
Devin's cavalry brigade, arrived and took grolmd
on the opposite or south side of the field. When
the sound of battle indicated that the enemy were
driving in the right of the army, and were ap
proaching Hazel Grove, the batteries of Whipple's
division were brought into position under my
direction, as acting chief of artillery. Although
the movement was delayed by causes beyond my
control until its execution had become exceedingly
difficult, our eighteen guns were established in
battery, ready to open before the enemy fired
a shot or were in a position to do so. General
Pleasonton seems to be unaware of that fact, or
he would hardly have failed to allude to it. It is,

oft In reply to statements contained In General Pleas
onton's paper,p. I79.-EDrroBll.

JGeneral Blckles says In hIs olllcW report: .. I con~

Med to PleRBOnton thA direction ot the artillery - three
batteries ot my reserve - Clark's, Lewis's [loth New
York, ot HllUtington's commandl and Tnrnbnll's,lUld hIs
own horae-battery. . . . The tngltlves ot the Eleventh
Corps swarmed from the woods and swept trantloally
over the cleared fields In which my artlllery WIUI parked.
. . . The enemy showtllA' himself on the plain, Plea&
onton met the attack at short range with the well
dlrooted tire ot twenty-two pleee8 double-ahotted with
canister." Aooonling to tblB one ot Huntington'. three

therefore, fair to pl'esume that his attention was
engrossed by the supervision of Martin's battery,
as detailed in his paper. General Sickles, on his
arrival, soon atter the firing ceaeed, sent for
me and warmly expressed his approbation of the
manlier in which my command had held the
ground. J

Nothing on wheels from the Eleventh Corps
pB.8sed through Hazel Grove. The vehioles that
stampeded through my lines while in proce88 of
formation were forges, battery-wagons, ambu
lances, etc., belonging to the Third Corps, left in
the cross-road leading to the Plank road, when
that corps went out to the Furnace to attack Jack
son's column. So whatever else may have formed
the components of the remarkable tlllllll/llS de
scribed by General Pleasonton, it certainly did Dot
contain the diibris of the Eleventh Corps. AB for
the tumulus itself, it escaped my observation when
I crossed the bog he refers to on Sunday morning
with my battery, or what there was left of it, at the
pressing solicitation of Archer's Confederate bri
gade.

BOSTON, October 14th, 1888.

batterlll8 (Lewla's loth New York) was placed under
Pleasonton's oontl'Ol. Probably this battery. with Turn
bull's, Clark's, and Martln'8, made np the twenty-two
guns mentioned by both Blckl118 and Ple&MJnwll. (HoD

eral Hnnt, the chiefotartillery at the army, 8lQ"8: ..When
the Eleventh Corps was broken up and routed on the
2d, . . . General PICllllonton collected some batwrlea
belonging to dlll'erent corps (Martin'. Hone Artillery,
8th New York, six 8-lnch gDD.. Clark's B, 1st N_
Jersey, six lo-poundera; Lewis's loth New York, etx
light I2-pounders; Tnrnbnll's F and K,3d U. 8., II1x ~
poundflrtl), and with them tormed a larll8 battllr7 of
twenty-tour gDDs."-EDrroll8.



THE ELEVENTH CORPS AT CHANCELLORSVILLE.
BY OLIVER O. HOWARD, MA.JOR-GENERAL, r. 8. A.

T HE country around Chancellorsville for the most part is a wilderness,
with but here and there an opening. If we consult the recent maps (no

good ones existed before the battle), we notice that the two famous rivers, the
Rapidan and the Rappahannock, join at a point due north of Chancellors
yille; thence the Rappahannock runs easterly for two miles, till suddenly at
the United States Ford it turns and flows south for a mile and a half, and
then, turning again, completes a horse-shoe bend. Here, on the south shore,
was Geueral Hooker's battle-line on the morning of the 2d of May, 1863.
Here his five army corps, those of Meade, Slocum, Couch, Sickles, and
Howard, were deployed. The face was toward the south, and the ranks
mainly occupied a ridge nearly parallel with the Rapidan. The left touched
the high ground just west of the horse-shoe bend, while the bristling front,
fringed with skirmishers, ran along the Mineral Spring road, bent forward to
take in the cross-roads of Chancellorsville, and then, stretching on westerly
through lower levels, retired to Dowdall's Tavern. Just beyond Dowdall's
was a slight backward hook in the line, partially encircling Talley'S Hill, a
sunny spot in the forest between the Orange Plank road and the pike. This
pike is an old roadway which skirts the northern edge of Talley's farm, and
makes an angle of some forty degrees with the Orange Plank road.

At dawn of that eventful day General Hooker was at Chancellorsville.
Slocum and Hancock were just in his front, infantry and artillery deployed
to the right and left. French's division was in his rear. Meade occupied the
extreme left, and my corps, the Eleventh, the right. Sickles connected me
with Slocum. Our lines covered between five and six miles of frontage, and
Hooker was near the middle point. The main body of our cavalry, uuder
Stoneman, had gone off on a raid upon Lee's communications, and the
remainder of the Army of the Potomac was under the sturdy Sedgwick,
beyond Fredericksburg.

Our opponents, under General Robert E. Lee, the evening before, were
about two miles distant toward Fredericksburg, and thus between us and
Sedgwick. Lee had immediately with him the divisions of McLaws, Ander
son, Rodes, Colston, and A. P. Hill, besides some cavalry under Stuart. He
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TRill OLD CHANCBLLOR HOUl'E, BURllBD DURING THE BATJ'LB. nOli( A PHOTOGRAPH.

held, for his line of battle, a comparatively short front between the Rappa
hannock and the Catherine Furnace, not exceeding two miles and a half in
extent. His right wing, not far from the river, was behind MoWs Run, which
flows due east, and his left was deployed along the Catherine Furnace road.

Could Hooker, on the first day of May, have known Lee's exact location,
he never could have had a better opportunity for taking the offensive. But
he did not know, and after the few troops advancing toward Fredericksburg
had met the approaching enemy he ordered all back to the" old position,"
the Chancellorsville line, which I have just described.

On the preceding Thursday, the last of April, the three corps that con
stituted the right wing of the army, Meade's, Slocum's, and mine, had crossed
from the north to the south side of the Rapidan, and by 4 o'clock in the after
noon had reached the vicinity of Chancellorsville, where Slocum, who was
the senior commander present, established his headquarters. I, approaching
from Germanna Ford, halted my divisions at Dowdall's Tavern and encamped
them there. Then I rode along the Plank road through the almost continuous
forest to the Chancellorsville House. There I reported to Slocum. He said
that the orders were for me to cover the right of the general line, posting my
command near Dowdall's Tavern. He pointed to a place on the map marked
"Mill" near there, on a branch of Hunting Run [see map, p. 193], and said,
"Establish your right there." General Slocum promised, with the Twelfth
Corps, to occupy the space between his headquarters and Dowdall's clearing;
but, finding the distance too great, one of his division commanders sent me
word that I must cover the last three-quartet:a of a mile of the Plank road.
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This was done by a brigade of General Steinwehr, the commander of my left
division, though with regret on our part, because it required all the corps
reserves to fill up that gap.

The so-called Dowdall's Tavern was at that time the home of Melzi Chan
cellor. He had a large family, including several grown people. I placed my
headquarters at his house. In front of me, facing south along a curving
ridge, the right of Steinwehr's division was located. He had but two brigades,
Barlow on the Plank road and Buschbeck on his right. With them Stein
wehr covered a mile, leaving but two regiments for reserve. These he put
some two hundred yards to his rear, near the little"Wilderness Church."

Next to Steinwehr, toward our right, came General Carl Schurz's division.
First was Captain Dilger's battery. Dilger was one of those handsome,
hearty, active young men that
everybody liked to have near.
His guns pointed to the south
west and west, along the
Orange Plank road. Next
was Krzyzanowski's brigade,
about half on the front and
half in reserve. Schurz's right
brigade was that of Schim
melfennig, disposed in the
same manner, a part deployed
and the remainder kept a few
hundred yards back for a re
serve. Schurz's front line of
infantry extended along the
old turnpike and faced to the
south-west. The right division
of tge corps was commanded L.:!J~"'~"':'- .L- '-':;"':"";;;"':;::;':":';.;:t,.-...;.;,;,;""'-I

by'\General Charles Devens, '"
afteI"ward attorney-general in the cabinet of President Hayes.) Devens
and I together had carefully reconnoitered both the Orange Prank road
and the old turnpike for at least three miles toward the west. After this
reconnoissance he established his division,- the Second Brigade, under
McLean, next to Schurz's first, and then pushing out on the pike for half a
mile he deployed the other, Gilsa's, at right angles facing west, connecting
his two parts by a thin skirmish-line. Colonel Gilsa's brigade was afterward
drawn back, still facing west at right angles to the line, so as to make a more
solid connection, and so that, constituting, as it did, the main right flank,
the reserves of the corps could be brought more promptly to its support,
by extending its right to the north, should an enemy by any possible con
tingency get so far around. A section of Dieckmann's battery which looked
to the west along the old pike was located at the angle.

The reserve batteries, twelve guns, were put upon a ridge abreast of the
little church and pointed toward the north-west, with a view to sweep all
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approaches to the north of Gilsa, firing up a gradually ascending slope. This
ridge, where I stood during the battle, was central, and, besides, enabled the
artillerymen to enfilade either roadway, or meet an attack from south, west,
or north. Here epaulments for the batteries were constructed, and cross

intrenchments for the battery supports
were dug, extending from the little
church across all the open ground that
stretched away from the tavern to the
right of Devens's line.

To my great comfort, General Sickles's
corps came up on Friday, May 1st, and
took from our left Steinwehr's three
quarters of a mile of the Plank road.
Thus he relieved from the front line
Barlow's large brigade, giving me,
besides the several division reserves,
General Barlow with 1500 men as a

DOWDALL'S TAVERN. HOWARD'S HEADQUAIlTBRB. general reserve for the corps. These
FROM A WAR-TOIB PHOTOGRAPH. were massed near the cross-intrench-

ments, and held avowedly to support the batteries and protect General
Devens's exposed right flank.

As to pickets, each division had a good line of them. My aide, Major
Charles H. Howard, assisted in connecting them between divisions, and dur
ing the 2d of May that fearless and faithful staff-officer, Major E. Whittlesey,
rode the entire circuit of their front to stimulate them to special activity.
Those of Devens were "thrown out at a distance from a half-mile to a
mile and stretching well around covering our right flank"; J and the picket
posts in front on the pike were 'over two miles beyond the main line.

The nature of the country in the neighborhood of the three adjoining farms,
Dowdall's, Talley's, and Hawkins's, became well known to the Army of the
Potomac in subsequent experiences, never to be forgotten. It is the terrible
" Wilderness" where, later in the war, so many brave men fell. Here were
stunted trees, such as scraggy oaks, bushy firs, cedars, and junipers, all entan
gled with a thick, almost impenetrable undergrowth, and criss-crossed with an
abundance of wild vines. In places all along the
south-west and west front the forest appeared
impassable, and the skirmishers could only
work their way through with extreme difficulty.

To the officers of the Eleventh Corps the
position was never a desirable one. It pre
sented a flank in the air. We were more than
four miles south from Ely's ford, where were
Hooker's nearest cavalry flankers. In his re-
port after the battle, General Schurz says: DOWDALL'S TAVERl' m 1884.

ISee General Devens's report of Chancellorsville (" Official Records," Vol. XXV., Part I.,
p. 632).-0. O. H.
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1'11& WILDltal'Ull CHUBCR (IN THE LEFT IIIDDLE-OaOUND) ANll HAWKINS'II F.LB1l (ON THE BlGHTI
All SEBN nOll THE PLANK !lOAD flII' FItOIn' Oil' DOWDALL'S TAVBaN,

"Out" right ought to have been drawn back toward the Rapidan, to rest on
that river at or near the mouth of Hunting Run, the corps abandoning so
much of the Plank road as to enable it to establish a solid line." Yes; but
we were ordered to Dowdall's Tavern, and not to the Rapidan, three or four
miles in OUT rear! And our right was fixed for us at the" Mill." It is true
the mill no longer existed, but the point required was not doubted. Again,
this position, which Schurz recommended in his report subsequent to our
battle, was the very one into which Hooker's whole army was forced two
days afterward. He was so cramped by it that he did not dare to take the
offensive. In that position, "solid" and fortified as it was, our army, out-.
numbering Lee's, was so badly handled by the enemy that Hooker at last
deemed it safer to return to the north side of the Rappahannock.

The strength of Hooker's five corps, and Reynolds's, which was not far
behind, was, on the morning of the 2d of May, about 90,000 effectives. The
right corps, the Eleventh, had in all, artillery and infantry, twelve thousand
men. Lee faced us with five large divisions, having on the spot about 40,000
rifles, with considerable artillery.

In my youth my brother and I had a favorite spot in an upper field of my
father's farm from which we were accustomed, after the first symptoms of a
coming storm, to watch the operations of the contending winds; the sudden
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gusts and whirlwinds; the sideling swallows excitedly seeking shelter; the
swift and swifter, black and blacker clouds, ever rising higher and pushing
their angry fronts toward us. As we listened we heard the low rumbling
from afar; as the storm came nearer the woods bent forward and shook
fiercely their thick branches; the lightning zigzagged in flashes, and the
deep-bassed thunder echoed more loudly, till there was scarcely an inu>rval
between its ominous crashing discharge8. In some such manner came on that
battle of May 2d to the watchers at Dowdall's Ta\yern and Talley's farm-house.

The first distant symptom occurred on the evening of May 1st. Then was
heard the sudden crack of rifle-shooting. It began with Steinwehr's skir
mishers, and then passed on to Schurz. Schimmelfennig pushed out a
brigade straightforward toward the south-west and received a sudden fire of
artillery from the intruders. They left him and pushed on.

It was "a rolling reconnoissance," evidently to determine, for Lee's and J ack
son's information, the position of our flank. They probably had, however, some
more certain knowledge, gained from one or two of the enterprising residents
let loose during that Friday by our general forward movement. We forgot
these friends to Lee as we excitedly marched to Friday's battle. When we
unexpectedly came back, some of these residents, with little baskets of pro
visions in hand, were gone beyond recall. I suspect that the commander of
the "rolling reconnoissance" and the said residents formed part of the
famous night conference of Lee and Jackson, where cracker-boxes served as
seats and tables. General Lee says: "It was therefore resolved to endeavor
to turn his right flank and gain his rear, leaving a force in front to hold him
in check and conceal the movement. The execution of this plan was intrusted

to Lieutenant-General Jackson with
his three divisions."

Jackson's movement, with a stronger
indication of battle, began at sunrise,
Rodes, Colston, and A. P. Hill, in the
order named, following the old road
by the Catherine Furnace, there shov
ing off farther south to get beyond
the sight of our men; then sweeping
around by a private road, well known
to them, up to the Orange Plank road;
and thence on, perhaps a mile farther,
through the wild forest till the old
turnpike was found and crossed. The
Catherine Furnace, nearly opposite
Sickles's right and two and a half
miles distant, gave an open reach and
fully exposed the moving column to
view. Except at that point the Con
federates were covered by woods and
by Stuart's busy and noisy cavalry.
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THB CONFEDERATES CHARGI1I'G HOWARD'S BREASTWOBKll.

About sunrise at Dowdall's I heard cheering. It was a hearty sound, with
too much bass in it for that of the enemy's charge. It was occasioned by
General Hooker, with Colonel Comstock and a few staff-officers, riding along
slowly and inspecting the lines. General Sickles says of this: "It is impos
sible to pass over without mention the irrepressible enthusiasm of the troops
for Major-General Hooker, which was evinced in hearty and prolonged cheers
as he rode along the lines of the Third, Eleventh, and Twelfth corps."

I was ready, mounted, and with my officers joined the ever-increasing caval
cade. Hooker observed the troops in position; Barlow, who filled the cross
trenches an hour later, had not yet come out of the front line, so that my
reserves just at that time were small. Hooker noticed the breastworks,
unusually well built by Schurz and Devens. He passed to the extreme right,
and then returned by the shortest route. As he looked over the barricades,
while receiving the salutes and cheers of the men, he said to me, "How
strong I How strong!"

I still had much extension, so that there were gaps along Schurz's and
Devens's fronts. Colonel Comstock spoke to me in his quiet way: "General,
do close in those spaces!"

I said, "The woods are thick and entangled; will anybody come through
there f"

"Oh, they may! "
His suggestion was heeded. During the forenoon General Sickles discov

ered Jackson's moving column. It was passing toward Orange Court House,
80 everybody said. Sickles forwarded all reports to General Hooker, who
now returned to Cbancellorsville. He tried to divine Jackson's purpose.

About midday Sickles received General Hooker's orders to advance south
cautiously. So~n after, perhaps by 2 P. Y., there was a stronger apprehension
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of a conflict, for there was a sharp skirmish in the direction of Catherine
Furnace. The rattle of musketry followed j then in a little time was heard
the booming of cannon. I sent the news to every division and said, "Be
ready."t Slocum went forward to the aid of Sickles, and Hancock was behind
him with support. Next, the enemy was reported to be in full retreat.
General Hooker so telegraphed to Sedgwick, Captain Moore, of his staff,
who had gone out with Birney to see the attack upon Jackson, came hurriedly
to me with an order from General Hooker for my reserve brigade, Barlow's.
Major Howard rode rapidly to Sickles, that he might point out exactly
where to locate the brigade. The major was also to ascertain the nearest
route, so as to save time and not weary the men by a circuitous march.

It was already past 4. There was much excitement among the groups of
officers at the different points of observation. We who were at Dowdall's had
been watching the enemy's cavalry, which kept pushing through the woods
just far enough to receive a fire, and then withdrawing. Devens and his bri
gade and regimental commanders gathered, in various ways, all the informa
tion possible, while from a high point they obtained glimpses of a moving
column crossing the Plank road and apparently making off. I sent out scouts,
who returned with reports that the enemy was not more than three or four
miles off, and in motion. Schurz was anxious and, with my approval, moved
a part of his reserves to the north of Hawkins's farm into good position to
cover Devens's flank. Devens held at least two regiments well in hand, for the
same purpose, and Steinwehr's whole division I knew could just face about
and defend the same point. A few companies of cavalry came from Pleason
ton. I sent them out. " Go out beyond my right j go far, and let me know
if an assault is coming." All my staff, Asmussen, Meysenberg, Whittlesey,
C. H. Howard, Schofield, Dessauer, Stinson, Schirmer, and Hoffmann, were
keenly on the alert. We had not a very good position, it is true, but we did
expect to make a good strong fight should the enemy come.

General Hooker's circular order to " Slocum and Howard" neither reached
me, nor, to my knowledge, Colonel Meysenberg, myadjutant-general.l From
some confused notion it was issued to " Slocum' and Howard," when Slocum
was no longer within two miles of me, and had not been in command of my
corps after Hooker's arrival at Chancellorsville. Slocum, naturally supposing
that I had a copy, would not think of forwarding a joint order to me after
that, and certainly no such order came to me. But Generals Devens, Schurz,
and Steinwehr, my division commanders, and myself did precisely what we
should have done had that order come. The three reserve batteries were
put in position, and the infantry reserves were held well in hand for the pos
sible emergency. My aide had now returned from Sickles, near the FUl'llace,

t. Devens states in his official report that at inter- in one of the two "LetterB Received" books of
vals between 11 A.. Jl. and 6: 30 P.M. he reported to Howard's headquarterB. The entry in Howard's
corps headquarterB that the enemy in force was book appe&rB to have been made in the latter part
threatening his front and his right flauk.- EDITORS. of J nne. In Hooker's book a. notation in red ink
~See pp. 219 and 220. The original dispatch reads, "Copy furnished General Howard"; and

is not on file in the War Records Office, bnt II copy the inference is that it was this "llOpy" that was
of it exists in Hooker's" LetterB Sent" book and entered in Howard's book in June.- EDITORS.
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and reported in substance that he (Sickles) was glad to receive the help; that
he was about to make' a grand attack, having been for some time driving the
enemy, and expected BOon a brilliant result; that he desired to place my
reenforcement upon his right flank in the forward movement.

Such was the state of things when, through Captain Moore, General Hooker
directed to Sickles's attack, at the Furnace, all of my general infantry reserves,
consisting of Barlow's stanch brigade. Steinwehr and I, with Major Howard
as guide, went far enough southward to see what was to be done with our
men, and to see if Steinwehr's di
vision, as was probable, must swing
in to the left in support of Sickles's
promised attack. There was no real
battle there, so we returned rapidly
to our post at the tavern and dis
mounted.

Meanwhile the Confederate Gen
eral Rodes had been reaching his
place in the Wilderness. At 4 P. M.

his men were in position; the line
of battle of his own brigade touched
the pike west of us with its right and
stretched away to the north; beyond
his brigade came Iverson's in the
same line. On the right of the pike
was Doles's brigade, and to his right
Colquitt's. One hundred yards to
the rear was Trimble's division (Col- MAJOB-G£1'lEBAL c.uu. BCHUBZ. nOM A. PBOTOOBA.PII.

ston commanding), with Ramseur on the right following Colquitt. After
another interval followed the division of A. P. Hill. The advance Confeder
ate division had more men in it than there were in the Eleventh Corps, now
in position. Counting the ranks of this formidable column, beginning with
,the enveloping skirmish line, we find 7, besides the 3 ranks of file-closers.
~any of them were brought into a solid mass by the entanglements of the
forest, and gave our men the idea that battalions were formed in close
columns doubled on the center~ \ With as little noise as possible, a little
after 5 P. H., the steady advance of the enemy began. Its first lively effects,
like a cloud of dust driven before a coming shower, appeared in the startled
rabbits, squirrels, quail, and other game flying wildly hither and thither in
evident terror, and escaping, where possible, into adjacent clearings.

The foremost men of Doles's brigade took about half an hour to strike our
advance picket on the pike. This picket, of course, created no delay. Fif
teen minutes later he reached oUT skirmishers, who seem to have resisted
effectively for a few minutes, for it required a main line to dislodge them.
Doles says, concerning the next check he received, " After a resistance of
about ten minutes we drove him [Devens] from his position on the left and
carried his battery of two guns, caissons, and horses."
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This was the fire that Steinwehr and I heard shortly after our return from
Barlow. Somebody's guns thundered away for a few short minutes, and then
came the fitful rattle of musketry; and before I could again get into the
saddle there arose the ceaseless roar of the terrible storm.

I sent out my chief-of-staff, Colonel Asmussen, who was the first officer to
mount,-" The firing IS in front of Devens, go and see if all is in order on the
extreme right." He instantly turned and galloped away. I mounted and set
off for a prominent place in rear of Schurz's line, so as to change front to the
north-west of every brigade south-east of the point of attack, if the attack
should extend beyond Devens's right flank; for it was divined at once that
the enemy was now west of him. I could see numbers of our men-not the
few stragglers that always fly like chaff at the first breeze, but scores of
them-rushing into the opening, some with arms and some without, running
or falling before they got behind the cover of Devens's reserves, and before
General Schurz's waiting masses could deploy or charge. The noise and the
smoke filled the air with excitement, and to add to it Dieckmann's guns and

.caissons, with battery men scattered, rolled and tumbled like runaway wag-
ons and carts in a thronged city. The guns and the masses of the right bri
gade struck the second line of Devens before McLean's front had given way;
and, more quickly than it could be told, with all the fury of the wildest hail
storm, everything, every sort of organization that lay in the path of the mad
current of panic-stricken men,~ had to give way and be broken into fragments.

My own horse seemed to catch the fury; he sprang - he rose high on his
hind legs and fell over, throwing me to the ground. My aide-de-camp, Des
sauer, was struck by a shot and killed, and for a few moments I was as help
less as any of the men who were speeding without arms to the rear. But
faithful orderlies helped me to remount. Schurz was still doing all he could
to face regiments about ~nd send them to Devens's northern flank to help the
few who still held firm. Devens, already badly wounded, and several officers
were doing similar work. I rode quickly to the reserve batteries. A staff
officer of General Hooker, Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Dickinson, Assistant
Adjutant-General, joined me there; my own staff gathered around me. I
was eager to fill the trenches that Barlow would have held. Buschbeck's
second line was ordered to change front there. His men kept their ranks,
but at first they appeared slow. Would they never get there I

Dickinson said, " Oh, General, see those men coming from that hill way off
to the right, and there's the enemy after them. Fire, oh, fire at them; you
may stop the flight! "

"No, Coloriel," I said, "I will never fire on my own men I"

1Colonel von Gilsa's report of the crisis is a8
follows:

" • . • A patrol of the '5th New York regiment
reported massee of the enemy In an open field opposIte
my Une. I reported th!Il fact at once to the dlvlelon
oommander, and at the same moment my eldrmlshers
were driven in by overwhelmIng forcce of the enemy.
The whole Une at once became enA'aged furlouely, and
my brigade stood bravely, fired three tlmee, and stood
etlll nntll after they had out1lanked me on my rlght.

"The enemy attacked now from the tront and rear.
and then of COIll'86 my brave boys were obltged. to fall
back, the Mth New York and the rlght wIJIg of the
11l3d PennsylvanIa forcing thelr way bock through the
enemy's sklrmlshers in theIr rear. . . . RctreaUng I
expected surely to rally my brlgade behind our eecoDd
line, formed by the ThIrd D1vllllon, but I did not lind the
second line; It was abandoned before we reached It.··

Von Gilsa's brigade lost 133 killed and wounded
out of an eftective of 1400 men.-EDITOBS.
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led forward two or three times, but were dispersed by the enemy's 1laDk tlre.- EDITORS.
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ful charge, ." the command moved forward at the double-quick to assault
the enemy, who had taken up a strong position on the crest of a hill in
the open field." This position was the one on Hawkins's farm where
Devens's and Schurz's reserves began their fight. But wave after wave of
Confederate infantry came upon them, and even their left flank was unpro
tected the instant the runaways had passed it. To our sorrow, we, who
had eagerly observed their bravery, saw these reserves also give way, and
the hill and crest on Hawkins's farm were quickly in the hands of the men
in gray. '*

Doles, who must have been a cool man to see so clearly amid the screech-
ing shells and all the hot excitement of battle, says again: "He" (meaning
our forces from Schimmelfennig's and Buschbeck's brigades, and perhaps
part of McLean's, who had faced about and had not yet given way) "made a
stubborn resistance from behind a wattling fence on a hill covered thickly
with pines."

Among the stubborn fighters at this place was Major Jeremiah Williams.
The enemy was drawing near him. His men fired with coolness and delib
eration. His right rested among scrubby bushes and saplings, while his left
was in comparatively open ground. The fire of the approaching enemy was
murderous, and almost whole platoons of our men were falling; yet they held
their ground. Williams waited, rapidly firing, till not more than thirty paces

. intervened, and then ordered the retreat. Out of 333 men and 16 commis
sioned officers in the regiment (the 25th Ohio), 130, including 5 officers, were

""killed or wounded. Major Williams brought a part of the living to the breast
works near me; the remainder, he says, were carried off to the rear by another
regimental commander.

During the delays we had thus far caused to the first division of our
enemy, all his rear lines had closed up, and the broad mass began to
appear even below me 011 my left front to the south of Steinwehr's knoll
Then it was, after we had been fighting an hour, that Sickles's and Pleas
onton's guns began to be heard, for they had faced about at Hazel Grove
obliquely toward the north-west, and were hurrying artillery, cavalry, and
infantry into position to do what they could against the attack now reach
ing them.

I had come to my last practicable stand. The Confederates were slowly
advancing, firing as they came. The twelve guns of Schirmer, the corps
chief of artillery, increased by a part of Dilger's battery, fired, at first with

, rapidity; but the battery men kept falling from death and wounds. Sud
denly, as if by an order, when a sheet of the enemy's fire reached them, a

...... large number of the men in the supporting trenches vacated their positions
"""and went off.

No officers ever made more strenuous exertions than those that my staff
and myself put forth to stem the tide of retreat and refill those trenches,

*In justice to the men of Devens's division who first resisted Doles it should be stated that the 0111.
alai report of the latter shows that his column was engaged at the outset by Union skirmishel'll, and
.. 81lbjeeted to a heavy mllBketry lire, with grape, canister, and shell."-EDITORS.
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but the panic was too great. Then
our artillery fire became weaker and
weaker.

I next ordered a retreat to the edge
of the forest toward Chancellorsville,
so 88 to uncover Steinwehr's knoll, the
only spot yet firmly held. The batter
ies, except four pieces, were drawn off
and hun-ied to the rear. The stand at
the edge of the forest was necessarily
a short one.

General Steinwehr, being now ex
posed from flank and rear, having
held his place for over an hour, drew
off his small remnants and all moved
rapidly through openings and woods,
through low ground and swamps, the
two miles to the first high land south
of Hooker's headquarters.

Captain Hubert Dilger with his bat
tery sturdily keptalong the Plank road,
firing constantly as he retired. The
Confederate masses rushed after us in
the forest and along all paths and
roads with triumphant shouts and re
doubled firing, and so secured much
plunder and many prisoners.

It was after sundown and growing
dark when I met General Hiram G.
Berry, commanding a divi'sion of the Third Corps, as I was ascending the
high ground above named. " Well, General, where now'" he asked. " You
take the right of this road and I will take the left and try to defend it,"
I replied. .

Our batteries, with many others, were on the crest facing to the rear, and as
S()()n as Steinwehr's troops had cleared the way these guns began a terrible
cannonade and continued it into the night. They fired into the forest, now
full of Confederates, all disorganized by their exciting chase, and every effort
of the enemy to advance in that direction in the face of the fire was effectually
barred by the artillery and supporting troops.

Stonewall Jackson fell that evening from bullet-wounds, in the forest in
front of Berry's position. And here, on the forenoon of the next day, May
3d, the gallant General Berry met his death. It was here, too, that officers
of the Eleventh Corps, though mortified by defeat, successfully rallied the
scattered brigades and divisions, and, after shielding the batteries, went
during the night to replace the men of the Fifth Corps and thereafter
defend the left of the general line.

VOL. III. l4,
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Twenty-three years ago, in my report to General Hooker, I wrote the fol
lowing:

/ "Now, as to the caUBes of this disaster to my corps: 1st. Though COD

. stantly threatened and apprised of the moving of the enemy, yet_t]lewoods
"\were so dense that he was able to mass a large force, whose -exact where

abouts J neither patrols, reconnoissances, nor scouts ascertained. He suc
ceeded in forming a column opposite to and outflanking my right.

"2d. By the panic produced by the enemy's reverse fire, regiments and
artillery were thrown suddenly upon those in position.

"3d. The absence of General Barlow's brigade, which I had previously
located in reserve and en echelon with Colonel von Gilsa's, so as to cover his
right flank. This was the only general reserve I had."

Stonewall Jackson was victorious. Even his enemies praise him; but,
providentially for us, it was the last battle that he waged against the Ameri
can Union. For, in bold planning, in energy of execution, which he had the
power to diffuse, in indefatigable activity and moral ascendency, Jackson
stood head and shoulders above his confreres, and after his death General
Lee could not replace him.

I General Devens's report is very explicit upon
this point, and states as follows:

.. Colonel von 0118a'8 8Jdrm18hera were, between 8 and
, o'clock In the afternoon, attacked by the 8Jdrm18hera
of the enemy with the evident Intention of feeling our
poeitlOD, After thls Colonel von OI18&'S sldrml8hera
were pushed farther to the tront, and the m~or·general

oommandlng the ClOI'pll again rode down the llne. After

hl8 return a company of cavalry W811 IMlnt me for the
pUJ'l104lll of maldng further examination of the Wood",
which examination, though not thoroughly made. ""WI
aWl 8uftlclent to &bow that the enemY'8 cavalry were
deployed along the tront of my FlnIt Brigade, ac('om·
panted by 80me pt_ of hol'lle artillery, I dlreeted the
captain commandlng the cavalry to return and report
at col'pll headquarterll."

See also note on p, 198,-EDITOBS.

BBIICtlING THE WOtlNDIlD ON StlNDAY, JUY 8D. nOJi THE BURNING WOOD8.
FaOJl A WAa·TIJlE SX&TCIL
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STONEWALL JACKSON'S LAST BATTLE.

BY THE REV. .TAME8 POWER 8MITH, CAPTAIN AND ASSISTANT AD.TUTANT-GENERAL, C. 8. A.

A T daybreak on the morning of the 29th of April, 1863,
..L:l. sleeping in our tents at corps headquarters, near Hamil

ton's Crossing, we were aroused by Major Samuel Hale, of
Early's staff, with the stirring news that Federal troops
were crossing the Rappahannock on pontoons under cover
of a heavy fog. General Jackson had spent the night at
Mr. Yerby's hospitable mansion near by, where Mrs. Jack

ITOKBWALL .TAClUlON'8 son [his second wife] had brought her infant child for the
CAP.

father to see. He was at once informed of the news, and
MaJor .Ted. Hotchldlls,

wbo OW1l8 the "old gray promptly issued to his division commanders orders to pre-
cap," writes that .Tack80n f A h
yore It through the Val- pare or action. t his direction I rode a mile across t e
ley. Seven Daya, and Boo- fields to army headquarters, and finding General Robert E.
ond ManalI8aB campatgnll.

At Frederick City, In the Lee still slumbering quietly, at the suggestion of Colonel
Antietam campaign, he
boaRht & 80ft hat for hllI Venable, whom I found stirring, I entered the general's
gIlDflral, who, at Freder-
lekBburg,gavehtmtbecap tent and awoke him. Turning his feet out of his cot he
.. &eouvenlr.-EDrroIlll. sat upon its side as I gave him the tidings from the front.
Expressing no surprise, he playfully said: "Well, I thought I heard firing,
and was beginning to think it was time some of you young fellows were
coming to tell me what it was all about. Tell your good general that I am
sure he knows what to do. I will meet him at the front very soon."

It was Sedgwick who had crossed, and, marching along the river front to
impress us with his numbers, was now intrenching his line on the river road,
under cover of Federal batteries on the nort:p. bank.

AIl day long" we lay in the old lines of the action of December preceding,
watching the operation of the enemy. Nor did we move through the next day,
the 30th of April. During the forenoon of the 29th General Lee had been
informed. by General J. E. B. Stuart of the movement in force by General
Hooker across the Rappahannock upon Chancellorsville; and during the
night of Thursday, April 30th, General Jackson withdrew his corps, leaving
Early and his division with Barksdale's brigade to hold the old lines from
Hamilton's Crossing along the rear of Fredericksburg.

By the light of a brilliant moon, at midnight, that passed into an early
dawn of dense mist, the troops were moved, by the Old Mine road, out of
sight of the enemy, and about 11 A. M. of Friday, May 1st, they reached
Anderson's position, confronting Hooker's advance from Chancellorsville,
near the Tabernacle Church on the Plank road. To meet the whole Army
of the P9tomac, under Hooker, General Lee had of all arms about" 60,000
men. General Longstreet, with part of his corps, was absent below Peters
burg. General Lee had two divisions of Longstreet's corps, Anderson's, and
MeLaws's, and Jackson's corps, consisting of four divisions, A. P. Hill's, D. H.
Hill's, commanded by Rodes, Trimble's, commanded by Colston, and Early's;

~
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and about 170 pieces of field-artillery. The divisions of Andel'8On and
McLaws had been sent from Fredericksburg to meet Hooker's advance from
Chance1lorsville; Anderson on Wednesday, and McLaws (except Barksdale's
brigade, left with Early) on Thursday. At the Tabernacle Church, about four
miles east of Chancellorsville, the opposing forces met and brisk skirmishing
began. On Friday, Jackson, reaching Anderson's position, took command of
the Confederate advance, and urged on his skirmish line under Brigadier
General Ramseur with great vigor. How the muskets rattled along a front
of a mile or two, across the unfenced fields, and through the woodlands I
What spirit was imparted to the line, and what cheers rolled along its length,
when Jackson, and then Lee himself, appeared riding abreast of the line along
the Plank road I Slowly but steadily the line advanced, until at night-fall all
Federal pickets and skirmishers were driven back upon the body of Hooker's
force at Chancellorsville.

Here we reached a point, a mile and a half from Hooker's lines, where
a road turns down to the left toward the old Catherine Furnace [see map,
p. 158]; and here at the fork of the roads General Lee and General Jaek
son spent the night, resting on the pine straw, curtained only by. the close
shadow of the pine forest. A little after night-fall I was sent by General
Lee upon an errand to General A. P. Hill, on the old stone turnpike a mile
or two north; and returning some time later with information of matters on
our right, I found General Jackson retired to rest, and General Lee sleeping at
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the foot of a tree, covered with his army cloak. As I aroused the sleeper, he
slowly sat up on the ground and said, "Ah, Captain, you have returned, have
you f Come hel'e and tell me what you have learned on the right." Laying
his hand on me he drew me down by his side, and, passing his arm around
my shoulder, drew me near to him in a fatherly way that told of his warm
and kindly heart. When I had related such information as I had secured for
him, he thanked me for accomplishing his commission, and then said he
regretted that the young men about General Jackson had not relieved him
of annoyance, by finding a battery of the enemy which had harassed our
advance, adding that the young men of that day were not equal to what they
were when he was a young man. Seeing immediately that he was jesting and
disposed to rally me, as he often did young officers, I broke away from the
hold on me which he tried to retain, and, as he laughed heartily through the
stillness of the night, I went off to make a bed of my saddle-blanket, and,
with my head in my saddle, near my horse's feet, was soon wrapped in the
heavy slumber of a wearied soldier.

Some time after midnight I was awakened by the chill of the early morn
ing hours, and, turning over, caught a glimpse of a little flame on the slope
above me, and sitting up to see what it meant, I saw, bending over a scant'
fire of twigs, two men seated on old cracker boxes and warming their hands
over the little fire. . I had but to rub my eyes and collect my wits to recog
nize the figures of Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson. Who can tell the
story of that quiet council of war between two sleeping armies' Nothin~.

remains on record to tell of plans discussed, and dangers weighed, and a
great purpose formed, but the story of the great day so soon to follow.

It was broad daylight, and the thick beams of yellow sunlight came through
the pine branches, when some one touched me rudely with his foot, saying:
" Get up, Smith, the general wants you!" As I leaped to my feet the rhyth
mic click of the canteens of marching infantry caught my ear. Already in
motion! What could it mean' In a moment I was mounted and at the side
of the general, who sat on his horse by the roadside, as the long line of our
troops cheerily, but in silence as directed, poured down the Furnace road.
His cap was pulled low over his eyes, and, looking up from under the visor,
with lips compressed, indicating the firm purpose within, he nodded to me,
and in brief and rapid utterance, without a superfluous word, as though all
were distinctly formed in his mind and beyond question, he gave me orders
for our wagon and ambulance trains. From the open fields in our rear, at
the head of the Catharpin road, all trains were to be moved upon that road
to Todd's Tavern, and thence west by interior roads, so that our troops would
be between them and the enemy at Chancellorsville. My orders having been
delivered and the trains set in motion, I returned to the site of our night's
bivouac, to find that General Jackson and his staff had followed the march
ing column.

Slow and tedious is the advance of a mounted officer who has to pass, in
narrow wood roads through dense thickets, the packed column of marching
infantry, to be recognized all along the line and good-naturedly chaffed by
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many a gay-spirited fellow: "Say, here's one of Old J aek's little boys, let
him by, boys!" in the most patronizing tone. "Have a good breakfast this
morning, sonny'" "Better hurry up, or you'll catch it for getting behind."
"Tell Old Jack we're all a-comin'." "Don't let him begin the fuss till we
get thaI' !" And so on, until about 3 P. M., after a ride of ten miles of tortuous
road, I found the general, seated on a stump by the Brock road, writing this
dispatch, which, through the courtesy of the Virginia State Library, is here
given in fae-simile :
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The place here mentioned as Chancellor's was also known as Dowdall's
Tavern. It was the farm of the Rev. Melzi Chancellor, two miles west of
Chancellorsville, and the Federal force found here and at Talley's, a mile
farther west, was the Eleventh Corps, under General Howard. General Fitz
Lee, with cavalry scouts, had advanced until he had view of the position of
Howard's corps, and found them unsuspicious of attack.

Reaching the Orange Plank road, General Jackson himself rode with Fitz
Lee to reconnoiter the position of Howard, and then sent the Stonewall
brigade of Virginia troops, under Brigadier-General Paxton, to hold the
point where the Germanna Plank road obliquely enters the Orange road.
Leading the main column of his force farther on the Brock road to the old
turnpike, the head of the column turned sharply eastward toward Chancel
lorsville. [See maps, pp.158, 191.] About a mile had been passed, when he
halted. and began the disposition of his forces to attack Howard. Rodes's
division, at the head of the column, was thrown into line of battle, with Col
ston's forming the second line and A. P. Hill's the third, while the artillery
under Colonel Stapleton Crutchfield moved in column on the road, or was
parked in a field on the right. The well-trained skirmishers of Rodes's
division, under Major Eugene Blackford, were thrown to the front. It must
have been between 5 and 6 o'clock in the evening, Saturday, May 2d, when
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these dispositions were completed. Upon his stout-built, long-paced little
sorrel, General Jackson sat, with visor low over his eyes and lips compressed,
and with his watch in his hand. Upon his right sat General Robert E. Rodes,
the very picture of a soldier, and every inch all that he appeared. Upon the
right of Rodes sat Major Blackford.

" Are you ready, General Rodes T" said Jackson.
"Yes, sir! " said Rodes, impatient for the advance.
"You can go forward then," said Jackson.
A nod from Rodes was order enough for Blackford, and then suddenly the

woods rang with the bugle call, and back came the responses from bugles on
the right and left, and the long line of skirmishers, through the wild thicket

of undergrowth, sprang
eagerly to their work,
followed promptly by
the quick steps of the
line of battle. For a
moment all the troops
seemed buried in the
depths of the gloomy
forest, and then sudden
ly the echoes waked and
swept the country for
miles, never failing un
til heard at the head
quarters of Hooker at
Chancellorsville - the
wild " rebel yell" of the
long Confederate lines.

Never was assault de
livered with grander
enthusiasm. Fresh from

the long winter's waiting, and confident from the preparation of the spring,
the troops were in fine condition and in high spirits. The boys were all back
from home or sick leave. "Old Jack" was there upon the road in their midst;
there could be no mistake and no failure. And there were Rodes and A. P.
Hill. Had they not seen and cheered, as long and as loud as they were per
mitted, the gay-hearted Stuart and the long-bearded Fitz Lee on his fiery
charger t Was not Crutchfield's array of brass and iron "dogs of war" at
hand, with Poague [Rockbridge Artillery] and Palmer [1st Richmond How
itzers, then under McCarthy], and all the rest t

Alas! for Howard and his unformed lines, and his brigades with guns
stacked, and officers at dinner or asleep under the trees, and butchers deep
in the blood of beeves! Scattered through field and forest, his men were pre
paring their evening meal. J A little show of earth-work facing the south was
quickly taken by us in reverse from the west. Flying battalions are not

I But lee notel, pp. 198 and 202.- EDITORS.
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flying buttresses for an army's
stability. Across Talley's fields the
rout begins. Over at Hawkins's
hill, on the north of the road, Carl
Schurz makes a stand, soon to be
driven into the same hopeless
panic. By the quiet Wilderness
Church in the vale, leaving wound
ed and dead everywhere, by Melzi
Chancellor's, on into the deep
thicket again, the Confederate
lines pressed fot'Ward,-now bro
ken and all disaligned by the den
sity of bush that tears the clothes
away; now halting to load and
deliver a volley upon some regi
ment or fragment of the enemy
that will not move as fast as
others. Thus the attack upon
Hooker's flank was a grand suc
cess, beyond the most sanguine
expectation.

The writer of this narrative, an
aide-de-camp of Jackson's, was
ordered to remain at the point
where the advance began, to be
a center of communication be
tween the general and the cavalry on the flanks, and to deliver orders
to detachments of artillery still moving up from the rear. A fine black
charger, with elegant trappings, deserted. by his owner and found tied to a
tree, became mine only for that short and eventful night-fall; and about
8 P. H., in the twilight, thus comfortably mounted, I gathered my couriers
about me and went forward to find General Jackson. The storm of battle
had swept far on to the east and become more and more faint to the ear,
until silence came with night over the fields and woods. As I rode along
that old turnpike, passing scattered fragments of Confederates looking for
their regiments, parties of prisoners concentrating under guards, wounded
men by the roadside and under the trees at Talley's and Chancellor's, I had
reached an open field on the right, a mile west of Chancellorsville, when, in
the dusky twilight, I saw horsemen near an old cabin in the field. Turning
toward them, I found Rodes and his staff engaged in gathering the broken
and scattered troops that had swept the two miles of battle-field. " General
Jackson is just ahead on the road, Captain," said Rodes; "tell him I will be
here at this cabin if I am wanted." I had not gone a hundred yards before I
heard firing, a shot or two, and then a company volley upon the right of the
road, and another upon the left. A few moments farther on I met Captain

Digitized by GoogIe



210 STONEWALL JACKSON'S LAST BATTLE.

BTONEWALL JACJt.80N GOING FOBWARD ON TIU PLANK BOAD IN ADVANCB O. Bt8 LUlB OF BATTLE.

Murray Taylor, an aide of A. P. Hill's, with tidings that Jackson and Hill
were wounded, and some around them killed, by the fire of their own men.
Spurring my horse into a sweeping gallop, I soon passed the Confederate
line of battle, and, some three or four rods on its front, found the gt>neral's
horse beside a pine sapling on the left, and a rod beyond a little party of men
caring for a wounded officer. The story of the sad event is briefly told, and,
in essentials, very much as it came to me from the lips of the wounded
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general himself, and in everything confirmed and completed by those who
were eye-witnesses and near companions.

When Jackson had reached the point where his line now crossed the turn
pike, scarcely a mile west of Chancellorsville, and not half a mile from a line
of Federal troops, he had found his front line unfit for the farther and vigor
ous advance he desired, by reason of the irregular character of the fight
ing, now right, now left, and because of the dense thickets, through which it
was impossible to preserve alignment. Division commanders found it more
and more difficult as the twilight deepened to hold their broken brigades
in hand. Regretting the necessity of
relieving the troops in front, General
Jackson had ordered A. P. Hill's divis
ion, his third and reserve line, to be
placed in front. While this change was
being effected, impatient and anxious, the
general rode forward on the turnpike,
followed by two or three of his staff and
a number of couriers and signal ser
geants. He passed the swampy depres
sion and began the ascent of the hill
toward Chancellorsville, when he came
upon a line of the Federal infantry lying
on their arms. Fired at by one or two
muskets (two musket-balls from the en
emy whistled over my head as I came
to the front), he turned and came back
toward his line, upon the side of the road
to his left. As he rode near to the Con
federate troops, just placed in position
and ignorant that he was in the front, the
left company began firing to the front, and two of his party fell from their
saddles dead-Captain Boswell, of the Engineers, and Sergeant Cunliffe, of the
Signal Corps. Spurring his horse across the road to his right, he was met by
a second volley from -the right company of Pender's North Carolina brigade.>
1;nder this volley, when not two rods from the troops, the general received
three balls at the same instant. One penetrated the palm of his right hand-;
and was cut out that night from the back of his hand. A second passed
around the wrist of the left arm and out through the left hand. A third ball
passed through the left arm half-way from shoulder to elbow. The large bone
of the upper arm was splintered to the elbow-joint, and the wound bled
freely. His horse turned quickly from the fire, through the thick bushes
which swept the cap from the general's head, and scratched his forehead,
leaving drops of blood to stain his face. As he lost his hold upon the I

bridle-rein, he reeled from the saddle, and was caught by the arms of Ca~
tain Wilbourn, of the Signal Corps. Laid upon the ground, there came at once
to his succor General A. P. Hill and members of his staff. The writer reached
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his side a minute after, to find General Hill holding the head and shoulders
of the wounded chief. Cutting open the coat-sleeve from wrist to shoulder,
I found the wound in the upper arm, and with my handkerchief I bound the
arm aoove the wound to stem the flow of blood. Couriers were sent for Dr.
Hunter McGuire, the surgeon of the corps and the general's trusted friend,
and for an ambulance. Being outside of our lines, it was urgent that he
should be moved at once. With difficulty litter-bearers were brought from the
line near by, and the general was placed upon the litter and carefully raised

to the shoulder, I myself bearing one
corner. A moment after, artillery from
the Federal side was opened upon us;
great broadsides thundered over the
woods; hissing shells searched the dark
thickets through, and shrapnels swept
the road along which we moved. Two
or three steps farther, and the litter
bearer at my side was struck and fell,
but, as the litter turned, Major Watkins
Leigh, of Hill's staff, happily cau~ht it.
.But the fright of the men was so great
that we were obliged to lay the litter
and its burden down upon the road.
As the litter-bearers ran to the cover
of the trees, I threw myself by the gen
eral's side and held him firmly to the
ground as he attempted to rise. Over

BlUGADIIlB-GElfBIUL F. T. NICHOLUI. C. II. A. us swept the rapid fire of shot and
FaOM A PHOTOORAPH.

shell- grape-shot striking fire upon
the flinty rock of the road all around os, and sweeping from their feet
horses and men of the artillery just moved to the front. Soon the firing
veered to the other side of the road, and I sprang to my feet, assisted the
general to rise, passed my arm around him, and with the wounded man's
weight thrown heavily upon me, we forsook the road. Entering the woods,
he sank to the ground from exhaustion, but the litter was soon brought, and
again rallying a few men, we essayed to carry him farther, when a second
bearer fell at my side. This time, with none to assist, the litter careened,
and the general fell to the ground, with a groan of deep pain. Greatly
alarmed, I sprang to his head, and, lifting his head as a stray beam of moon·
light came through clouds and leaves, he opened his eyes and wearily said:
"Never mind me, Captain, never mind me." Raising him again to his feet1

he was accosted by Brigadier-General Pender: "Oh, Generalt I hope you
are not seriously wounded. I will have to retire my troops to re-form
them, they are so much broken by this fire." But Jackson, rallying his

(strength, with firm voice said: " Yon must hold your ground, General
"Pender; you must hold your ground, sir!" and so uttered his last com
mand on the field.
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Again we resorted to the litter, and with difficulty bore it through the bush,
and then under a hot fire along the road. Soon an ambulance was reached,
and stopping to seek some stimulant at Chancellor's (Dowdall's Tavern), we
were found by Dr. McGuire, who at once took charge of the wounded man.
Passing back over the battle-field of the afternoon, we reached the Wilderness
store, and then, in a field on the north, the field-hospital of our corps under
Dr. Harvey Black. Here we found a tent prepared, and after midnight the left \
arm was amputated near the shoulder, and a ball taken from the right hand. /

All night long it was mine to watch by the sufferer, and keep him warmly
wrapped and undisturbed in his sleep. At 9 A. M., on the next day, when
he aroused, cannon firing again filled the air, and all the Sunday through the
fierce battle raged, General J. E. B. Stuart commanding the Confederates in
Jackson's place. A dispatch was sent to the commanding general to announce
fonnally his disability,- tidings General Lee had received during the night
with profound grief. There came back the following note :

" GENERAL: I have just received YOUI' note, informing me that you were wounded. I cannot
express my regret at the occurrence. Could I have directed events, I should have chosen, for
the good of the country, to have been disabled in your stead. I congratulate you upon the
victory which is due to your skill and energy. Most truly yours, R. E. Lo, GENERAL."
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When this dispatch was handed to me at the tent, and I read it aloud,
General Jackson turned his face away and said, "General Lee is very kind,
but he should give the praise to God."

The long day was passed with bright hopes for the wounded general, with
tidings of success on the battle-field, with sad news of losses, and messages
to and from other wounded officers brought to the same infirmary.

On Monday the general was carried in an ambulance, by way of Spotsyl
vania Court House, to most comfortable lodging at Chandler's, near Guinea's
Station, on the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac railroad. And here,
against our hopes, notwithstanding the skill and care of wise and watchful
surgeons, attended day and night by wife and friends, amid the prayers and
tears of all the Southern land, thinking not of himself, but of the cause he
loved, and for the troops who had followed him so well and given him 80

great a name, our chief sank, day by day, with symptoms of pneumonia and
some pains of pleurisy, until, at 3:15 P. M. on the quiet of the Sabbath after
noon, May 10th, 1863, he raised himself from his bed, saying, "No, no, let us

r •

, pass over the river, and rest under the shade of the trees"; and, falling again
:< to his pillow, he passed away, "over the river, where, in a land where war

fare is not known or feared, he rests forever' under the trees.'"
- His shattered ami. was buried in the family burying-ground of the Ellwood
place-Major J. H. LacY's-near his last battle-field.
~is 1:?o<ly re_sts, as he himself asked, "in Lexington, in the Valley of Vir-

. ginia." The spot where he was so fatally wounded in the shades of the
Wilderness is marked by a large quartz rock, placed there by the care of
his chaplain and friend, the Rev. Dr. B. F. Lacy, and the latter's brother,
Major Lacy.

Others must tell the story of Confederate victory at Chancellorsville. It
has been mine only~as in the movement of that time, so with my pen now,
to follow my general'bimself. / Great, the world believes him to have been in
many elements of generalship; he was greatest and noblest in that he was
good, and, without a selfish thought, gave his talent and his life to a cause
that, as before the God he so devoutly served, he deemed right and just.

Il1'ORW.U" UCIUO". GJU.VB, LBXIKGTON, VA. PBOX J. PBOTOOUPIL
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HOOKER'S COMMENTS ON CHANCELLORSVILLE.

BY BAMUEL P. BATES, HIB LITERARY EXECUTOR.

I N October, 1876, I accompanied General Hooker to the battle-fields
of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Antietam,- fields on which

he had borne conspicuous parts. It was the only
occasion un which he visited them after the battles.
He had previously placed in my hands his official
papers and memoranda for the preparation of a his
tory of the Battle of Cbancellorsville, at the same

__ "" _........... time requesting me to make this journey with him,
-... woe_ that I might have the advantage of a thorough

-.1 knowledge of the field, and of his interpretation of the manner in which
the battle was fought. At this period he was partly paralyzed from the
injury received in the Cbancellorsville battle, and he could move only

with great difficulty by the aid of his valet.
After our arrival at Fredericksburg, General Hooker was the recipient of

many courteous attentions from the leading citizens, and at night he was
serenaded, when a great crowd assembled in front of the hotel, to whose
repeated cheers he made a brief response, in which he said that he had visited
their city but once before, and although his reception now was not nearly so
warm as on that former day, yet it was far more agreeable to him,-a conceit
which greatly pleased his hearers.

Our drive over the Fredericksburg field, which we visited on the way,
was on one of the most perfect of autumnal days, and at every turn
fresh reminiscences of that battle were suggested. As we approached the
flag-staff of the National Cemetery, on the hill adjoining Marye's Heights,
where more than fiftee{l thousand of the Union dead of Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville, the Wilderness, and Spotsylvania are buried, General
Hooker said:

"I never think of this ground but with a shudder. The whole scene is indel
ibly fixed in my mind, as it appeared on that fatal day. Here on this ground
were ranged the enemy's cannon, and the heights farther to his left were thickly
planted with pieces; all the infantry he could use was disposed behind earth
works and stone walls. How this could have been selected as the point, above
all others, for attack, and followed up until four whole divisions had been
sacrificed, I cannot comprehend. As I stand here to-day, the impossibility
of carrying this ground by direct assault is no more apparent than it was
when I made my observation preparatory to ordering Humphreys's division
forward. But it is evident that General Burnside never forgave me for coun
seliD~ him on that occasion as I did, for on January 23d he drew up an order,
known as General Orders, No.8, of his series, dishonorably dismissing me
from the service, together with three other prominent general officers, at the
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same time relieving five other officers from duty. I was grossly maligned by
the press of that day, and it was generally believed by the people at the North
that I had not faithfully supported General Burnside in this battle, and that
I was aiming thereby to supplant him. If these brave men who are sleeping
here beneath our feet could speak, they would bear testimony to my sincerity
and fidelity to the cause we were battling for; and though I have suffered
in silence, and my reputation has been grossly aspersed, I have rested in the
firm belief that my conduct on that day would be justified by the American
people."

These Orders, No.8, Jwere prepared on the 23d of January, 1863, and would
have been immediately promulgated had not General Burnside been coun
seled first to lay them before President Lincoln, of whom he asked that they'
be approved, as drawn, or that his own resignation be accepted. The Presi
dent refused to accept his resignation, but relieved him of the command of
the Army of the Potomac; and so little effect had the order upon the mind
of Mr. Lincoln that he decided to place Hooker, at whom the shaft was chiefly
aimed, at the head of the army. And yet so strong a hold had this unjust
opinion on the public mind that even the President was tinctured with it,
and in his remarkable letter of J aDuary 26th to General Hooker, informing
him of his appointment, he said:

"I have placed you at the head of the Army of the Potomac. Of course I have done this
upon what appears to me to be su1Jicient reasons, and yet I think it best for you to know that
there are some things in regard to which I am not quite satisfied with you. I belieTe you to be
a brave and skillfal soldier, which, of course, I like. I also believe you do not m.i.z politics with

JFollowing is the text of the orders: "HEAD
QUARTERS, ARMY OJ' THE POTOlll:AO, January 23d,
1863. GENERAL OBDICBB, No.8. (1.) General
Joseph Hooker, major-general of volunteers and
brigadier-general, U. S. Army, baving been guilty
of unjust and unnecell8ary criticisms ot the ac
tions of his superior omcers, and of the author
ities, and having, by the general tone of his
conTeraation, endeavored to create distrust in the
minds of omcers who have aMociated with him,
and having, by omissions and otherwise, made re
ports and statements which were calculated to
create incorrect impressions, and for habitually
speaking in disparaging terms of other omcers, is
hereby dismissed the service of the United States
&8 a man unfit to bold an important commi88ion
during a crisis like the present, when so mucb
patience, charity, confidence, consideration, and
patriotism are due from every soldier in the field.
This order is issued subject to the approval of the
President of the United States. (2.) Brigadier
General W. T. H. Brooks, commanding First Divis
ion, Sixth Army Corps, for complaining of the policy
of the Government, and for using language tending
to demoralize his command, is, subject to the ap
proval of the President, dismissed from the mili-

t In the" Oftlelal Heeords .. the above order 18accom
panied by the following note of explanation: .. This
order WAll not approved by the Pre8tdent, and WAll,

therefore, never 1Be1led. It appeared In the publlo

tary service of the United States. (3.) Brigadier
General John Newton, commanding ThirdDivision,
Sixth Army Corps, and Brigadier-General John
Cochrane, commanding First BrigH.de, Third Divis
ion, Sixth Al'my Corps, for going to tbe President
of the United 8tates with criticisms upon the plan.
of their commanding o1!ieer, are, subject to the
approval of the President, dismissed from tbe
military service of the United 8tates. (4.) It
being evident that the following-named omeera
can be of no further service to this army, they are
hereby relieved from duty, and will report in
person, without delay, to the Adjutant-General,
U. 8. Army: Major-General W. B. FrankliD,
commanding Left Grand Division j Major-General
W. F. Smitb, commanding Sixth CO!'pllj Brig&
dier-General Samuel D. Sturgis, commanding
Second Division, Ninth Corps j Brigadier-General
Edward Ferrero, eommanding Second Brigade,
Second Division, Ninth Army Corps; Brigadier
General John Cochrane, commanding First Bri
gade, Third Division, Sixth Corps; Lieutenant
Colonel J. H. Taylor, Assistant Adjutant-General,
Right Grand Division. By command ot MAJOR
GENERAL A. E. BURNSIDE. LEWIS RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General." t

prlntll. 18 referred to In the correspondence betWll4'D
Halleck ond FraukUn, and tn Buruelde'8 teAUmoDJ'
before the Committee on the Conduet of the War."

EDlTOIIL
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your profession, in which you are right. You have confidence in yourself, which is a valuable,
if not an indispensable, quality. You are ambitious, which, within reasonable bounds, does
good rather than harm; but I think that during General Burnside's command of the army you
have taken counsel of your ambition, and thwa.rted him as much as you could, in which you did
a great wrong to the country and to a most meritorious and honorable brother officer. I have \
heard, in such way as to believe it, of your recently saying that both the army and the Gov
ernment needed a Dictator. Of course it was not for this, but in spite of it; that I have given
you the command. Only those generals who gain successes can set up dictators. What I now'
ask of you is military success, and I will risk the dictatorship. The Government will support
you to the utmost of its ability, which is neither more nor less than it has done and will do for
all commanders. I much fear that the spirit which you have aided to infuse into the army, of
criticising their commander and withholding confidence from him, will now turn upon you.
I shall assist you as far as I can to put it down. Neither you nor Napoleon, if he were alive
again, could get any good out of an army while such a spirit prevails in it. And now beware
of rashness. Beware of rashness, but with energy and sleepless vigilance go forward, and give
us victories."

The caution against rashness may have been suggested to the mind of Mr.
Lincoln by the epithet of" Fighting Joe Hooker," which the general never
heard without expressing his deep regret that it was ever applied to him.
"People will think I am a highwayman or a bandit," he said; when in fact
he was one of the most kindly and tender-hearted of men.

We were accompanied on our ride to the Chancellorsville field, some ten or
twelve miles above Fredericksburg, by Major George E. Chancellor, a son of
Melzi Chancellor, whose home at the time of the battle was at Dowdall's
Tavern, where General Howard had his headquarters. On setting out, General
Hooker suggested that we should take some lunch along with us, as, when he
was there last there was very little to eat in all that region. Major Chancellor
thought it unnecessary, and, in fact, we were feasted most sumptuously at his
father's house.

Upon our arrival at the broad, open, rolling fields opposite Banks's Ford,
some three or four miles up the stream, General Hooker exclaimed, waving
his hand significantly: "Here, on this open ground, I intended to fight my
battle. But the trouble was to get my army on it, as the banks of the stream
are, as you see, rugged and precipitous, and the few fords were strongly for
tified and guarded by the enemy. By making a powerful demonstration in
front of and below the town of Fredericksburg with a part of my army, I
was able, unobserved, to withdraw the remainder, and, marching nearly thirty
miles up the stream, to cross the Rappahannock and the Rapidan unopposed,
and in four days' time to arrive at Chancellorsville, within five miles of this
co\""eted ground,~-and all this without General Lee having discovered that
I had left my position in his front. So far, I regarded my movement as a

ot The demon8tration8 began on April 218t, and the Second Corp8, cro88ed the Rappahannock at
were made at intervals at Kelly's Ford, Rappahan- Kelly'8 Ford on the 28th and 29th by pontoon
n()(!k Bridge, and Port Royal. The movement of bridge8, and pas8ed the Rapidan by fording and
Sedgwick below t.he town was di8cl08ed to Lee on by means of pontoon8, arriving at ChaDcellors
the 29th, when the pontoons were laid and the ville on the 30th. The Third Corps, after taking
C1'OS8ing took place at the point where Franklin's part in the demon8tra.tion8 before Frederick8burg,
Left Grand Division cr088ed in December, 1862. cr088ed the Rappahannock at United State8 Ford
Hooker'8 flanking colnmn, consi8ting of the Fifth, and reached Chancellorsville on May 1st, and was
Eleventh, and Twelfth corps &nd two divi8ion8 of followed by the First COrp8 on the 2d.-EDITOR8.

\"OL. Ill. 15
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great success. On the morning of the fifth day my army was astir, and
was put in motion on three lines through the tangled forest (t.he Wilder
ness) which covers the whole country around Cliancellorsville, and in three
hours' time I would have boon in position on these crests, and in posses
sion of Banks's Ford, in short and easy communication with the other wing
of my army. But at midnight General Lee had moved out with his whole
army, and by sunrise was in firm possession of Banks's Ford, had thrown up
this lj)le of breastworks which you can still follow with the eye, and it was
bristling with cannon from one end to the other. Before I had proceeded
two miles the heads of my columns, while still upon the narrow roads in these
~terminable forests, where it was impossible to manoouvre my forces, were
met by Jackson with a full two-thirds of the entire Confederate army. I had
no alternative but to turn back, as I had only a fragment of my command
in hand, and take up the position about Chancellorsville which I had occupied
during the night, as I was being rapidly outflanked upon my right, the enemy
having open ground on which to operate.

" And here again my reputation has been attacked because I did not under
take to accomplish an impossibility, but turned back at this point; and every
history of the war that has been. written has soundly berated me because I
did not fight here in the forest with my hands tied behind me, and allow my
army to be sacrificed. I have always believed that impartial history would
vindicate my conduct in this emergency."

Soon after leaving the open ground opposite Banks's Ford we entered
the dense forest, or "Wilderness," which covers the entire Chancellorsville
battle-ground,-" a dense forest," says General Warren, "of not very
large trees, but very difficult to get through; mainly of scrubby oak, what
they call black-jack there, so that a man could hardly ride through it, and
a man could not march through it very well with musket in hand, unless he
trailed it."

Every important position was observed and commented upon by the man
who on those fierce battle-days had wielded, on this very ground, an army of
a hundred thousand men. On approaching the pine-tree under which Gen
erals Lee and Jackson had planned the mode of attack, General Hooker
observed: "It was under that tree that the mischief was devised which
came near ruining my army. My position at Chancellorsville was a good
one for this monotonous country. I felt confident when I reached it that I
had eighty chances in a hundred to win. To make sure that everything was
firm and strong, very early on the 2d of May, the first day of the battle, I
rode along the whole line, and personally E!xamined every part, suggesting
some changes and counseling extreme vigilance. Upon my return to head
quarters I was informed that a continuous column of the enemy had been
marching past my front since early in the morning, as of a corps with all its
impedimenta. This put an entirely new phase upon the problem, and filled
me with apprehension for the safety of my right wing, which was posted to
meet a front attack from the south, but was in no condition for a flank attack
from the west; for this marching of the enemy's corps, to my mind, meant
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a flank movement upon my right. I immediately dictated a dispatch! to
I Generals Slocum and Howard,' the latter commanding the Eleventh Corps,
which stood upon the extreme right, saying that I had good reason to believe
that the enemy was moving to our right, and that they must be ready to
meet an attack from the west. This was at 9: 30 in the morning. In the
I'on.rse of two hours I got a dispatch from General Howard, saying that he
could see a column of the enemy moving westward, and that he was taking
the precautions necessary' to resist an attack from the west.' ~ I had previ
ously put Williams's division of the Twelfth Corps on an interior line looking
westward, and had it fortified, so that if Howard should give way, this interior
line would be for safety, as it afterward proved my salvation.

"I sent Sickles to pierce this moving column of the enemy, and made prepa
rations to flank the portion of Lee's army that was still upon my front, in the
direction of Fredericksburg, and, sweeping down in reverse, to destroy it if
possible. But a swamp intervened which had to be corduroyed, and a small
stream had to be bridged, which consumed time; and though Sickles was
successful in breaking in upon the enemy's column and making some captures,
yet, before he was in position to make his decisive attack, Jackson, who had
led his column by a long circuit, out of sig~ and hearing, through the dense
forest, came in upon my right flank, and by one concentrated blow of his
whole corps, some 25,000 men, had crushed and put to flight almost the entire
corps of Howard; and it was with the utmost difficulty that I could lead up
my reserves to the interior line of Williams, and bring Jackson's victorious
forces to a halt. This failure of Howard to hold his ground cost us our posi
tion, and I was forced, in the presence of the enemy, to take up a new one.
Cpon investigation I found that Howard had failed properly to obey my
instructions to prepare to meet the enemy from the west." In this connec
tion the following extracts from a letter to Hooker from Schurz (who sub
sequently gave General Hooker leave to print it) will be read with interest:

"40 W. 32D ST., NEW YORK, April 22d, 1876.

"My DEAR GENERAL: Your letter of the 8th inst. was forwarded to me from St. Louis, and
reached me here early this morning, and I hasten to reply. I regret very much that, my papers
being boxed np, I have no access to a memorandum of the circumstances connected with the

~ " H'DQ'BB, ARlIT OP THE POTOMAC, CHANCEL
LOBSVILLE, VA., May 2d, 1863, 9:30 A. M. Gir
ndar. lLuOR-GBNERALS SLOCUM AND HOWARD:
I a.m direeted by the Major-General commanding
to lI&y that the disposition you have made of your
eorps has been with a view to a front attack by the
enemy. If he should throw himself upon. your
flank, he wishes you to examine the ground and
determine upon the position you will take in
that event, in order that you may be prepared
for him in whatever direction he advances. He
ll1lgJI;ellt8 that you have heavy reserves well in
hand to meet this contingency. The right of your
line doos not appear to be strong enough. No
artificial defenses worth nl\minghave been thrown
np, and there appears to be a scarcity of troops at
that point, and not, in the general's opinion, as
favorably posted as might be. We have good rea-

son to snppose that ~he enemy is moving to our
right. Please advance your pickets for purposes
of observation as far as may be safe, in order to
obtain timely information of their approach. J.
H. VAN ALEN, Brigadier-General and Aide-de
camp." [This is the dispatch which General How
ard states he did not receive at the time. See p.
196. In the "Official Records" the word circular
does not appear, and the address is "Major-Gen
erals Howard and Slocum."- EDITORS.]

1 "HEADQUARTERS, 11TH CORPS. May 2d, 10
m. to 11 o'k [10 :50 A. M.] MAJ.-GENL. HOOKER,
Comd'g Army. GENERAL: From Gen. Devens's
headqnarters we can observe a column of infantry
moving westward on a road parallel with this on a
ridge about 1~ to 2 miles south of this. I am
taking measures to resist an attack from the west.
Respectfully, O. O. HOWARD, Maj.-Gen."
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battle of Chancellol'BVille, as they came under my observation, which memorandum I put on
paper shortly after that event. So I have to depend npon my memory in answering your ques
tiOWl. According to my recollection, you are mistaken in your impression that General Howard
put your dispatches and orders into his pocket without communicating them to his division
commanders. About noon or a little after on the day of the attack on the Eleventh Corps I
was at General Howard's headquarters, a house on the Chancellorsville road near the center of
our position. General Howard, being very tired, wanted to rest II. little, and asked me as next
in rank to open dispatches that might arrive and to wake him in case they were of immediate
importance. Shortly after a courier arrived with a dispatch from you calling General Howard's
attention to the movement of the enemy toward our right flank, and instructing him to take
precautionary measures against an attack from that quarter. I went into General Howard at
once and read it to him, and, if I remember rightly, while we were speaking about it another
courier, or one of your young staff-officers, arrived with a second dispatch of virtually the
same purport. We went out and discussed the matter on the porch of the house. I am not
sure whether General Steinwehr was present or not. • • .

.. I have seen it stated that my troops were already gone when General Devens's division in
its hurried retreat reached my position. This is utterly untrue. Some of my regiments, which
had remained in their old position, succeeded in wheeling round under the fire of the enemy j

others were swept away, but those whose front I had changed during the aftemoon in antici
pation of the attack held their ground a considerable time after the debris of' General Devens's
division had swept through our line. I saw General Devens, wounded, carried by, and he had
long been . . • in the rear when we were overpowered and fell back upon Colonel Busch
beck's position, where General Howard in the meantime had been trying to nilly the routed
troops. This also you will find in my report. My 1088 in killed and wounded was quite heaY)' :
if I remember rightly, about twenty per cent.

" I ought to add that he [General Howard] thought he could not carry out as well as he
desired your instruction to hold a strong reserve in hand, for the reason that General Barlow's
brigade of Steinwehr's division had been ordered to the support of Sickles. All the precaution
that was taken against a flank attack, aside from what I did without orders, was the construc
tion of a small rifle-pit acroBS the Chancellorsville road in the rear of my division, near the
house [Dowdall's Tavern] occupied by General Howard as headquarters. • . • Of course
this hasty note is not written with any expectation on my part to see it printed as part of an
historical narrative. It is simply to give you the information you wish for, and which it gives
me pleasure to furnish. Very truly yours, C. SCHURZ.

"MAJOR-GENERAL HOOKER•

.. P. S.-Whether General Howard ree.eived on that day any dispatches or instructions from
you subsequent to those mentioned, I do not know.'"

When we arrived at the Chancellor House (which is all there is of Chancel
lorsville), where General Hooker had his headquarters, and where he received
the hurt that came near proving morta~ General Hooker said, " I was stand
ing on this step of the portico on the Sunday morning of the 3d of May, B,nd

\ The following are extracts from the official
report of General Schurz, who shows, besides, that
his division made strenuous efforts to stem the
assaults of Jackson's men:

.. In the OOUrRe of the forenoon I W&ll informed that
large columnB of the enemy could be Been from General
Dt'venB's headllnartertl, moving from Il8Bt to Wetlt. . . ,
I observed them plainly I\B they moved on. I rode bMk
to your (General Howani's] headquarters, and on the
way oniered Captain Dilger to look for good BrtUlery
poBitions on the field fronting weRt, as the t1"OOplI would
in all probablltty have to exoontl' a change of front.
The matter WIUl larKllly diBol18ll8d at )'our headquarters,
and I entertained and expreued In ollr informal conver
uttollB the opinion that we shonld form upon the open

~und we then occupied, with our front at ~ht an",les
with the Plank road, lining the chureh grove and the
bonier of the woodaeMtof the open plalnwlth infantry,
placingstrong ~chelon8 behind both 'Wings. and distribut
ing theartillery alongthe front on ground mOftttavorable
for itl! actton, ellpecially on the eminence on the right
and left of DowdaU's Tavern. . . . In the abllenoo of
orden, bllt beeoming more and JDoreconvinced that the
enemy's attack 'Would come from the weat aud fall Ul101l
our right and rear, I t_k it upon my own re8pollBiblUty
to det&('h two regtmentl! from the ReCOlld ltne of my
Second Brigade and to place them In a good poe.Itlon on
the right and left of Ely's Ford road, WlllIt or Hawldns'8
farm, eo &8 to check the enemy if he should attack our
extreme rljliht and penet.rate through the wooda at, that
point. Thi8 Willi 8ub8equentiy approved by yon. . .
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was giving direction to the battle, which was now raging with great fury, the
cannon-balls reaching me from both the east and the west, when a solid shot
struck the pillar near me, splitting it in two, and throwing one-half longitudi
nally against me, striking my whole right side, which soon turned livid. For
a few moments I was senseless, and the report spread that I had been killed.
But I soon revived, and, to correct the misapprehension, I insisted on being
lifted upon my horse, and rode back toward the white house, which subse
quently became the center of my new position. Just before reaching it, the
pain from my hur~ becamo so intense that I was likely to fall, when I was
assisted to dismount, and wRslaid upon a blanket spread out upon the ground,
and was given some brandy. This revived me, and I was assisted to remount.
Scarcely was I off the blanket when a solid shot, fired by the enemy at Hazel
Grove, struck in the very center of that blanket, where I had a moment
before been lying, and tore up the earth in a savage way." As he ended
this recital General Hooker turned to Major Chancellor, who was standing
by, and said, "Ah, Major I Your people were after me with a sharp stick on
that day."

A short distance from the Chancellor House, in the direction of Dowdall's
Tavern, our carriage was halted, and, dismounting, Major Chancellor led us
a few paces out of the road, along a faint cart-path, when he said, " This is
the place where Stonewall Jackson received the wounds that proved mortal."
"I have always been struck," observed General Hooker, "with the last w,prds
of General Jackson, evincing how completely he was absorbed in the progress
of the battle. In his delirium he was still upon the field, and he cried out,
'Order A. P. Hill to prepare for action - pass the infantry to the front
rapidly - tell Major Hawks -' when he stopped with the sentence unfinished.
Mter a little his brow relaxed, as if from relief, and he said, 'Let us cross
over the river, and rest under the shade of the trees,'- and these were his
last words."

.Arriving at Dowdall's Tavern, General Hooker pointed. out the excellent
position here afforded for Howard's corps to have made a stout defense.
"Buschbeck's brigade of that corps," said he, " did wonders here, and held the
whole impetuous onset of the enemy in check for an hour or more, which
gave me opportunity to bring my reserves into position. The loss of this
ground brought me into so cramped a condition that I was obliged to take up
Rnew position, which I successfully accomplished. I now ordered Sedgwick,
who commanded the Sixth Corps, the largest in my army, some 22,000 men,
With theM ext'lll'tione, no change WI\8 Inade In the posi
tion oc('.upled by the oorptl. Tbe 1000000s sdered by my
d1mlon In the ....t1on of May 2d were very severe In
proJlOrtion to my whole elfective force. I had 16 oftlcers
killed, 23 wonnded, and 15 ml88lng, ·and un men ktlled,
3I!'>, ....ounded, and "1 mlsstnjf.-total, 9113. '* ... My
wbole 10M amounted to abont 23 per cent. . . . In
dOt<lng this report I beg lflave to make one additional
relll&J'lt. Tbe Eleventh Corps. MId, by error or malice.
pspeclally the Tblrd DIvision, hBR been held up to the
whole eonntry B8 a band of oowards. My dlv18lon hB8
~n made reeponslble for the defeat of the ElllVenth

Col'Jlll. and the Eleventh Corps for the fallure of the
campaign. Preposterone B8 thle Ie. yet we have been
overwhelmed by the army and the press with abnee and
Insult beyond measure. We have bome &II much &II

human nature can endnre. I am far from saying that on
May 2d everybody did his duty to the beet 01 h18 power.

.. But one thing I will say. because I know It: these
men are no cowards. . • . I bave setln, with my own
eyee. troope who now atrect to look down upon the
Eleventh Corps with sovereign eOlltempt behave much
WOrHe under clrcumetanooe far lCIIB trylnl!'. • • ."

EDITORS.

'A'TbLo ..... tllA loos ...,ported by General Schnn. bnt a recently revl.",1 table of the War Department .ho.... 9otllc..ra and l!aO
mea killed, 32 olllura Ball 461 men wounded, lOud 8 olllCertl Bnd gOO men captured or m18lIln&,,- II total of lIlJO.- EDITOB&
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BETJUU.T 0.1' TBB U!lIOlil UBY ACBOll8 THB BAPPAlUlOIOOJ[ AT UXITIW lITATa W'OJU).
nOli A W AB·TIIIB 8KBTCH.

wh~h had been left to demonstrate in front of Fredericksburg, to cross the
river and move rapidly up to my left. The effect of so heavy a body of fresh
troops coming in upon the enemy's flank I calculated would be decisive. Bnt
Sedgwick was dilatory in moving, J which gave the enemy time to cone,en
trate and stop him before he had moved over half the distance, and I
consequently got no help from him."

I ventured to ask why he did not attack when he found that the enemy had
weakened his forces in the immediate front and sent them away to meet Sedg
wick. " That," said he, "would seem to have been the reasonable thing to do.
But we were in this impenetrable thicket. All the roads and openings lead
ing through it the enemy immediately fortified strongly, and planted thickly
his artillery commanding all the avenues, so that with reduced numbers he
could easily hold his lines, shutting me in, and it became ntterly impossible
to manoouvre my forces. My army was not beaten. Only a part of it had been
engaged. The First Corps, commanded by Reynolds, whom I regarded as the
ablest officer under me, was fresh and ready and eager to be brought into
action, as was my whole army. But I had been fully convinced of the futil
ity of attacking fortified positions, and I was determined not to sacrifice my
men needlessly, though it should be at the expense of my reputation as a fight
ing officer. We had already had enough grievous experience in that line.
I made ft'equent demonstrations to induce the enemy to attack me, but he
would not accept my challenge. Accordingly, when the eight days' rations
with which my army started out were exhausted, I retired across the river.
Before doing so I sent orders to General Sedgwick to hold his position near

JSee statements in "Sedgwick at Fredericksburg and Salem Heights," p. 224.- EDITORS.

Digitized by GoogIe
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Banks's Ford, on the south side of the stream, and I would bring my whole
army to his support; but the order failed to reach him until he had already
recrossed the river.~ Could I have had my army on the open grounds at that
point where I could have manoouvred it properly, I felt assured that I could
have gained a decisive victory. But this, my last chance, was frustrated." J

:; The" Ofticial Records" (Vol. XXV., Part II., p.
418) show that Sedgwick recrossed the Rapp&
bannock in obedience to an order from General
Hooker, dated May 5th, 1 A. M., and received by
Sedgwick at 2 A. M. At 1: 20 A. x. Hooker sent
the following order to Sedgwiek (Ibid., p. 419):
.. Yours received, saying you should hold position
[as ordered]. Order to withdraw countermanded."
This countermand was received by Sedgwick at
3:20 A. II., but meanwhile almost his entire com
maDd had recroBBed under the order of 1 A. K.

EDITORS.
JThe Bubjoined letter has been kindly furnished

to us for publication by Lieutenant Worth G. RoBB,
lIOn of the late Colonel Samuel Ross, to whom it is
addreBBed. It is believed that it had not been
printed before its appearance in" The Century"
ferr April, 1888.-EDITOR8.

U LooKOUT VALLEY, TBNK., February 28th, 18M.
.. Ji(y DIUIl COLOlDL: ForIIOme re&IlOn your letter W88

• long time In reaching me. When the Eleventh Corpe
llllve way on saturday, Berry's divtll10n and Hays's
brigade were dlapatohed to ee1se and hold the ground
OClCupled by the left of that oorPB. Berry double-qnlcked
hie men w the point, bnt was too late. The enemy were
already In poMe8IIlon. When tbts wae reported to me I
d1reded my engineers to establlilh a new line, wbtch
wu potnted ont to them on the map, and at the ll8IIIe
time stated to tbem that we wonld probably have to
move on It 88 soon ae tbe enemy opened on WI In the
morning, ae his batteries would sweep the plain In
front of the CbanceUorsvtlle HOWIe, and, be8ldes, en
lIlade tbe Une beld by tbe 8eoond and Twelfth corps
nearly Its entire length. Soon attar these Instrnottons
were Klven to the englneere, peremptory ordera were
lent to General 8edgwtck to advance over tbe Plank
road from Freder1oubl1l'lf and attack theenemy In front
of tbe 8ecmJd IUld Twelftb corps at dayllgbt. My Il1ngle
object In holding on to tbe poeltlon as long BII I did W88
t.o bear8edgw1ck's guns. whlcb I momentarily expected.

of COurtl6. General Warren bad been seut to gntde him.
The orders reacbed blm between 10 Bnd 11 o'clock, [he]
bad but eight mUes t<> march, a bri~ht moonlllfbt nlgbt,
wltb only a smaU force to oppose. Probably had he
marched 88 directed, not a gnu would bave been fired.
With Lee In my front and Jocuon on my 1Iank I WB8 un
willing to attempt to force my way tbrongh Lee. espe
ctally IW!l tbe roads througb tbe foresm would only enable
me to present my colnmns wltb narrow tronm, wbtcb
tbe enemy could cnt down ae last ae tbey were exposed.
I knew tbat I oould do tbtll, IUld I gave the enemy credit
for belllj{ able to do as much BB I could, but no more.
Had Sedgwick come up on Lee's rear, tbe latter would
have found h1meelf between two armies. and would
donbtlll8ll bave followed Jackson's flank movement,
wbtcb I desired, 88 tbat would tbrow tbe enemy off the
short road to Ricbmond and our troope on It. I do not
know that yon ever beard that I bad one and a half
mtllloUIJ of ratione afioat In tbe Potomac to throw up the
Pamunkey River In view of tbts contingency.

.. I recl'08Bed the Rappahannock, expecting to return
at or near Franklin's Croe8lng. wbere I had elbow-room
[eee p. n], and at leaat an even cbance tor being vtcto
rlons, and 110 stated to the Prell1dent at the time. No
general bottle WBB fought at ChanoelloravtUe, for I wae
unwilltng to give battle with snch great odds against
me. I l'llIolce that wbat WBB not gained wae not loet.

.. We loet no bonors at Cbanoellorsvtlle. With aU of our
mlefortnnes tbe enemy's 1088 exceeded onr own by one
tblrd. or tbls I have abnndant evldenl'C In tbe otllctal
retnrns of the enemy's c88naltles, Be they have from
time to time been pnbllebed. [Bnt see p. 2S8.] If I did
not C1"08B the river 8f!'B1n It will appear that It WBB for
l'8BBons over wblch I had no control. The rains bad
nothtng to do wltb our returning from ChlUloelloravllie,
for It had been determined on In my mind long before
tbe rain oommenood falUng. I do not lllre to be quoted
011 antbority on tble snl\leet nntll after the otllolnl report
Is pnbUsbed, and for tbe flattering tenus In which you
speak of me-nolenF'. I bope tbat you and yours are
well. My k1ndeet regarde to Mrs. RoBe and my best
wlsbes for yonreelt. Your friend,

.. J08&PB HOOJtBR.
.. COLOIrEL SAMUEL RoBS,

Commanding Brigade, Twelftb Corpe."

~MQINQ '" ntll wtLDlJ'NlIa.
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SEDGWICK AT FREDERICKSBURG AND SALEM HEIGHTS.

BY HUNTINGTON W. .JACKSON. BREVET LIEUTENANT-COLONEJ.. U. S. V.

FROM our encampment on the Stafford Heights, the bright camp-fires of
the enemy and the scenes of the terrible encounters under Burnside were

daily presented to our sight from December, 1862, until the following April.
During this period, with the exception of a futile movement on the right
known as the" Mud March,' the army remained quiet. The pickets stationoo
on either bank of the Rappahannock were within hailing distance of each
other, and dress and faces could be easily distinguished. By the comity that
prevailed, there was no firing from either side. One could ride or walk down
to the banks of the river with perfect security. Sometimes "Johnny Reb," as
he was called, would rig up a little raft, and, loading it with tobacco, start it
with sails and rudder set for the other shore. When the precious freight was
unloaded, the craft, generously burdened with coffee and salt, would be headed
by" Yank" in an opposite direction, where it would be received with loud
expressions of thanks. In this and other ways the asperities of the war were
mollified. As time rolled on and the weather improved, arrangements wert>
made for an advance. The men were well clothed, rested, and eager to mov('
again to test the fortunes of war.

Of the several plan8 of attack, Hooker determined to march around thE'
enemy's left flank to Chancellorsville, leaving a portion of the army at Fred
ericksburg to conceal the real movement. The army struck camp on th('
27th of April, and on the 30th Hooker established his headquarters at Chan
cellorsville. The same evening, in general orders, he said, "It is with
heartfelt satisfaction the commanding general announces to the army that
the operations of the last three days have determined that our en~my mu!';t
either ingloriously fly, or come out from behind his defenses and give us
battle on our own ground, where certain destruction awaits him." Hookf'r

2'l(
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forgot the injunction of Ahab to Benhadad: ,. Tell him," he said, "Let not
him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that putteth it off."

While the right wing was concentrating at Chancellorsville, the corps of
Sedgwick and Reynolds, after considerable opposition, crossed the Rappahan
nock on pontoon-bridges below Fredericksburg, and by the evening of the
30th were deployed on the wide plain where Franklin's Left Grand Division
had fought in the previous battle. Sickles's corps was in supporting distance.
The position of Lee's army remained unchanged until the 29th, when Lee
was informed that large bodies of Federals were moving toward Chancellors
ville. It was the first information he had received of Hooker's movement on
his left, and it is said he was incensed at the delay of thp communication.
[Soo p. 233.] At midnight Anderson's division of Lee's army hurriedly moved
from Fredericksburg and intrenched about fow' or five miles from Hooker's
headquarters.

In an address of Fitzhugh Lee delivered to the Association of the Army of
Northern Virginia he stated: "General Robert E. Lee said that Jackson had
first preferred to attack Sedgwick's corps in the plain at Fredericksburg; Lee
told him he felt it was as impracticable as at the first battle of Fredericksburg;
it was hard to get at the enemy and harder to get away, on account of the
artillery on the north bank, if we drove them into the river; but, said he to
Jackson, 'If you think it can be done, I will give you orders for it.' Jackson
then asked to be allowed to examine the grounds, and did so during the after
noon, and at night came to Lee and said he thought he (Lee) was right; it
would be inexpedient to attack them. 'Move then,' said Lee, 'at dawn
to-morrow, up to Anderson.'"

Sickles's and Reynolds's corps having subsequently been ordered to Chan
cellorsville by Hooker, Sedgwick was left alone below Fredericksburg with
about 24,000 men, the Sixth Corps being by several thousand the largest in
the army.

During the evening of the 2d of May Hooker sent word to Sedgwick" to
take up his line on the Chaucellorsville road and attack and destroy any
forces he might meet." He also added that" he (Sedgwick) would probably
fall upon the rear of Lee's forces, and between them they would use Lee up."
If Hooker thought an insignificant force was in Sedgwick's front, the engage
ment soon to take place showed how mistaken he was. Sedgwick received
the order about 11 o'clock at night. He at once advanced his command to
the Bowlin~ Green road and then marched by the right flank toward Freder
icksburg. Newton's division was in the advance. The night was dark and
the road made darker by the foliage of the trees on either side. The progress
was necessarily slow. Frequent short halts were made while the skirmishers
were feeling their way. Once, when the halt was prolonged and nothing
hroke the deep silence of the night except an occasional shot followed by the
ne,-er-to-bp-forgotten pin.'! of the minie-ball, General Newton, who was rid
ing with the third or fourth regiment from the advance, called out: "Is any
one of my staff here'" Those present promptly responded, and I was
directed to "ride ahead and tell Colonel Shaler to brush away the enemy's
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pickets." The road was filled with soldiers, some lying down, others resting
on their guns, but a passage was quickly cleared. At Hazel Run Colon{:'l
Shaler and Colonel Hamblin were found standing together. Here the enemy
made a detennined resistance. Their pickets were but a few yards distant.
On the other side of the creek the road made a sharp ascent and curved to
the right. In a subdued tone Colonel Shaler said: "Colonel Hamblin, you
have heard the order from General Newton'" At once Colonel Hamblin left.
In a moment there was the noise of hurrying feet, the troops quickly disap
peared in the dark; a shout, a bright, sudden flash, a roll of musketry fol
lowed, and the road was open.

It was the gray of morning when the advance reached the rear and left of
Fredericksburg. A negro who came into the lines reported the heights occu
pied and that the enemy were cutting the canal to flood the roads. To ascer
tain whether this was true, another delay was caused. No one in the command
was acquainted with the topography of the country, and the advance was
compelled to move with great caution through the streets and in the outskirts
of the town. As the morning dawned, Marye's Heights, the scene of the
fierce attacks under Burnside in the previous December, were presented to
our view. Several regiments were speedily moved along the open ground in
the rt'.aI' of the town toward the heights, and this movement discovered the
enemy in force behind the famous stone wall at the base of the hill. Lee had
left Early with his division and Barksdale's brigade, a force of about ten
thousand men, to hold Fredericksburg Heights. They were protected by
strong works and supported by well-served artillery. It was at once felt
that a desperate encounter was to follow, and the recollections of the pre
\;OUS disaster were by no means inspiriting.

It was Sunday morning, the 3d of May, and the weather was beautiful.
The town was perfectly quiet, many of the inhabitants had fled, not a person
was to be seen on the streets, and the windows and blinds of the houses were
closed. The marks of the fierce cannonade to which the place had previously
been exposed were everywhere visihle.

As soon as practicable and as secretly as possible, Sedgwick prepared to
attack the heights. Gibbon, of the Second Corps, who had been left on the
north bank, crossed shortly after Sedgwick had captured the town and moved
to the right, but his advance was stopped by the canal in front, over which
it was impossible to lay bridges in face of the fire from the artillery and
infantry on the hill. Sedgwick says, "Nothing remained but to carry the
works by direct assault." The attack on Marye's Heights was made under
direction of Newton. Two columns, each marching by fours, were formed on
the Plank and Telegraph roads, and were supported by a line of infantry from
the Light Brigade on the left, commanded by Colonel Burnham. The right
column, under Colonel George C. Spear, was composed of the 61st Pennsyl
"ania and the 43d New York. These two regiments belonged to the Light
Brigade. This column was supported by the 67th New York and 82d Penn
Ilylvania, under Colonel Alexander Shaler. The left column consisted of the
7th Massachusetts and the 36th New York, under Colonel Thomas D. Johns.
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The line of battle, commanded by Colonel Hiram Burnham, was composed of
the 5th Wisconsin (acting 88 skirmishers), the 6th Maine, 31st New York
(these three regiments also belonging to the Light Brigade), and the 23d
Pennsylvania. Howe's division was posted south of Hazel Run, and coOper
ated handsomely, capturing five guns. J

The order to advance was given at 11 o'clock. Sedgwick and Newton with
the deepest interest watched the attack from the garden of a brick resi
dence situated on the outskirts of the town and to the left
of the Telegraph road, which commanded a full view of
the a' 'uult. The ill v 1m ut. f th n ill h d
that th . w'r ti ly lB' pariuO" t l' • 'iv th t-
tack 1 nt th men b hiUll til 'tOil I wall l' u-
ceal d from vi \w. ..., th 1~ft {'olmllu elll l' d
from th t Wll and Vi' pn ing n ar • Igwi'k

and ~ ewton, the enemy's battery opened,
,...." ..:- ,,,~"..~.. .J' and a portion of a bursting shell struck and

c' (::J killed Major Elihu J. Faxon, of the 36th New
/ .. ,' York, while mounted and riding with his com

.; mand, and wounded several others. There was an
exclamation of horror and a momentary scattering of

the rear of the column, but the men quickly closed up and pressed on.
Colonel Spear, commanding the right column, was killed at about the
same time. Both columns and line, in light marching order, advanced at
double-quick without firing a shot. The enemy kept up an incessant artil
lery fire, and the noise was deafening. Their musketry fire was resf'rwd
until our men were within easy range. Then a murderous storm of ~hot

from the stone wall, and grape and ('anister from the hill, burst upon tht'
('olumns and line. For a moment the head of the left column was ch('cked
and broken. The column on the right was also broken. Colonel Burn
ham's line of blue on the green field paused as if to recover breath, aud

~ Brooks'll division was posted along Deep Run Run to guard against an attack on the Bank of the
all far as Bernard's house. Bartlett'll brigade of storming column. and was sharply engaged durin~

this division held the railroad crossing at Deep the forenoou.-EDlTOBS.
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slightly wavered. Sedgwick and Newton looked on with unconcealed anx
iety, and turned to eaeh other, but remained silent. The suspense was
intense. Was it to be a victory or a defeat f Was the place a second time
to be a "slaughter-pen!" Was the Sixth Corps to be driven into the river f
Staff-officers, waving their swords and hurrahing to the men, dashed down
the Telegraph road. A blinding rain of shot pierced the ail'. It was more
than human nature could face. The head of the column as it reached the
lowest part of the decline near a fork in the road seemed to melt away.
Many fell; others bending low to the earth hurriedly sought shelter from the
undulations of ground and the fences and the two or three wooden structures
along the road. Out of 400 comprising the 7th Massachusetts, 150 were killed
and wounded. Colonel Johns, commanding, was severely wounded. Then, as '
if moved by a sudden impulse and nerved for a supreme effort, both columns
and the line in the field simultaneously sprang forward. The stone wall was
gained and the men were quickly over it.t Just as my horse was jumping
through a break in the wall one of the enemy, standing slightly to the left
and about a horse's length from me, raised his gun and fired. The excitement
of the hour must have unnerved his hand, for the ball zipped harmlessly by to
my right.. In a second a bayonet was thrust into his breast by one of our men
on my left. Along the wall a hand-to-hand fight took place, and the bayonet
and the butt of the musket were freely used. The brilliant and successful
charge occupied perhaps ten or fifteen minutes, and immediately after the wall
was carried the enemy became panic-stricken. In the flight they threw away
guns, knapsacks, pistols, swords, and everything that might retard their
speed. One thousand prisoners were taken, besides several battle-flags and
pieces of artillery. The commander of a Louisiana battery handed his saber
to Colonel Thomas S. Allen, of the 5th Wisconsin. This regiment out of 500
men lost 123, and the 6th Maine out of about the same number lost 167 in
killed and wounded. Over 600 were killed and wounded in the direct assault
upon the heights, and the loss to the corps on the entire front was about 1000.

General G. K. Warren, who had arrived that morning with instructions
from headquarters, said in his telegram to Hooker: "The heights were car
ried splendidly at 11 A. M. by Newton." Upon reaching the summit of the
sharp hill, after passing through the extensive and well-wooded grounds of

.A private of Company F, 7th Massachusetts, our 1I1de in front of the Bunkpn road WII8 a good atone
writes to the editors: wall even with the level of the field. In thill lIunken

road were two Confederate Unell of battle, the front Une
.. The auanlt took place Sunday, May 3d, at about 11 firing on our charging Unell on the lett of the road and

O'('l~k A. II., the 7th lliIaIIIIaohU8Cttllleadlng the lett col- the rear line lIitting on their hcelll, with their bookll
UlDn. the 36th New York Volunteen In IIUpport. Both ~Inllt the terrace wall at the bll8ll of the hill and rear
marched by the ftank. Our company (Fl, leadIng the of the road. About OPpolllte the right of our regiment
7th, conllllQnently canght the whole body of the flnt wall a dl.'prellllion on the bUl made 1I0me time, I IIhould
1Irl." of the 'JobllDJea,' whieh they withheld untU we think, by water from the land above, but now~
were certainly within twenty-five yardll. All 1I0me of over; at the head of thill depro8lllon WAIl a battery
the olllC'E'n III\ng out' Retreat, Remat,' the men began p1aeed. I RUJllJOlIC. to rake the ravine or dl.'preBlllon.
to yt>n • Forward I don't Ito back I we IIha'n't get 80clolle Some one lookl'd thrOlll!:b tbe board fence, and 88'11' thfl
up~n" Llentenant-Colonel Franklin P. Harlow Wall flnemY'1I flank. In a moment the meu nlehNl. to the
the man above all othen who held the men up to their feue.e, and we went througb pell-mf'll right upon the
work, and I bave never yet Been hili naml.' even worthily ftauk of the Contl.'derate.., at the ll8IIIe time g1v1nl!: them
meudoned. Just before and In front of tbe wall faclnl!: the contents of th., mUllkcte point-blank wIthout alm
down thf' IItreet III a hOU8C IItandin,; In a 81Dall plat, V- Ing. The whole thing Wall a Rurprlee; tbey were not
shaped. and Inl'1osed by a higb board fence. Thill wall prepared for anything from tblll quarter. I\I! we were
In our front along the ba8tl of the bill Wall a rough atone hidden from tbem, and tbey from 08, by the hoU8tl and
wall forming the rear bonk of the Ronken road, wh1le on fenee." EDITORS.
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the Marye House, an exciting scene met the eye. A single glance exhibited
to view the broad plateau alive with fleeing soldiers, riderless horses, and
artillery and wagon trains on a gallop. The writer hurried back to Sedg
wick, who was giving directions fOT Brooks and Howe to come up, and sug
gested that it was a rare opportunity for the use of cavalry. With evident
regret Sedgwick replied that he did not have a cavalryman. The carrying of

the heights had completely divided the enemy's
for I h1'O 'ng ith l' flank with much confu
sion n pp ite roads, and it seemed as though

. a r giro nt f a aIry might not only have cap-
- ---- - tured many prisoners,

guns, ammunition, aud
wagons, but also have
cleared the way for the
corps almost as far as
the immediate rear of
Lee's army at Chancel
lorsville.

Newton'sdivision, ex
hausted by the night
march, the weight of
several days' rations
and sixtyrounds of am-

8AI.EM CIIURCH. PROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN 1118&. • • d b h
The vfew 18 from the Plank road. On the lett Is what remaln8 of the Con- mumhon, an y t e

federate trenches. The bl1cks on the four sIdes of the chnrch are spotted heat, fatigue, and ex
with bnUet-markB, and e8peclally on the Une of the upper windows toward
the road, showing that mauy Union soldlel'll aimed high. Tbls church was a citement of battle, were
refnge for many Fredcl1ckBburgfllomlllea during Burnalde'sbattle.-EDITOBB. allowed to halt for a

short time. Many were soon asleep, while others made coffee and partook of
their first meal that day.

Brooks's division soon came up from below Hazel Run, and took the
advance. Newton and Howe followed. The enemy in the meantime had
united their forces, and delayed the rapid advance by frequent stands,
retiring successively from hill to hill, and opening with artillery. RavinE'S
running at right angles to the main road and the rolling character of the
country were favorable for impeding the pursuit, which was continued for
three or four miles until we reached Salem Church, an unpretentious red-brick
structure situated on a lidge covered with dense woods and undergrowth.
To-day it bears many scars of the contest waged around it.

At this point the enemy were in position with four fresh brigades with
drawn from Hooker's front, and prepared to contest· any farther advance.
Lee had met with such complete success in his attack upon Hooker that he
felt he could well spare these troops and not suffer. Brooks on the left of the
road and Newton on the right quickly formed their commands and made sev
eral gallant assaults. The fight was very severe in the thick woods, and for a
time was waged with varying success. The crest of the woods and a little
school-house near the church were gained, and once it was thought they could
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be held, but the enemy, in superior numbers, pressed on, and the ground and
the church were left in their possession. The contest did not last long, but
nearly 1500 were killed and wounded. Bartlett's brigade, numbering less than
1500, lost 580 officers and men. That night the soldiers slept on their arms.

It was understood throughout the Sixth Corps that as soon as it should
become engaged with the enemy Hooker would immediately attack in his
front, and prevent any reenforcements from being sent against Sedgwick.
All during that Sabbath day and the next the sound of Hooker's guns were
eagerly listened for. No sound would have been more welcome. But after
10 o'clock Sunday morning axes and spades were used at Chancellorsville
more than the guns. The feeling became widely prevalent that the Sixth
Corps would be compelled to take care of itself. At first it was cautiously
whispered that Hooker had failed, and soon the worst was surmised, and it
was concluded that no help could be expected from him. His dash, prompt
ness, and confidence as a division and corps commander were gone.

Lee that night withdrew his troops, flushed with their brilliant success,
from the front of Hooker, with the exception of Jackson's corps, and marched
against Sedgwick. Still Hooker remained inactive; with a force greatly in
excess of the enemy in his front, he made no effort to relieve Sedgwick from
his perilous position. Works were thrown up by the enemy along the Salem
Church. ridge, and they extended their right until on Monday morning Marye's
Ht'ights and Fredericksburg, won at so great a sacrifice, were again theirs.

Sedgwick's position, as finally established, was in the shape of a horseshoe,
both flanks resting on the river, the line covering Banks's Ford. His line of
battle was between five and six miles in length. Frequent attempts had been
made, dnring Sunday morning, to communicate with Banks's Ford and to
direct the laying of pontoon-bridges, but for some time roving bodies of cav
alry frustrated this. The late Colonel Henry W. Farrar, then on the staff of
Sedgwick, while carrying a message for tbis purpose, was captured and taken
to Richmond. The 4th of May dragged wearily, skirmishing continued all day,
the weather was hot, Sedgwick's position was most critical, and the keenest
anxiety was felt. Lee was in our front with a force much larger than Sedg
wick's then available command of about eighteen thousand men, and an
attack was momentarily expected, but fortunately Lee consumed the whole
day in establishing his lines. The greatest vigilance and activity were exer
cised by our men in throwing up rifle-pits. Hooker sent word to Sedgwick
to look well to the safety of his corps, and either to fall back upon Freder
icksburg or recross at Banks's Ford; he also added that he could do nothing
to relieve him.l Sedgwick accordingly intrusted Newton with the arrange-

~ These instructions to Sedgwick were sent
thl"ough General G. K. Warren, Hooker's chief
of engineers, who had been sent to Se~ck to
render what assistance he might, and who had
returned to Hooker on Sunday evening. Warren
I18YS:

U Aa aoon 118 General sedgwick's advanoe had cansed
the ret"reat of the ttooptl at Banlrs's Ford (abont 1 P. II.,
Xa,. lei). General BeDham had thrown a bridge &CroBS

and commuolcated with him. By this ronte and the
United states Mine Ford, I returned to headqnarters,
near Chancellorsv1l1e. which I reached at 11 P.II. Hound,
&8 the resolt of tbe battle at that point, that our llne had
fallen back from the Chan('-ellol'llv111e house abont a mUt'.
After reporting to the general, and getting his IdC&ll. I
telegraphed the following to General Sedgwick at mid
night:

... I lind everything BUng here. We contracted the line "
little, and repu1lled the !aIlt BlIIIlIult with _. General
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THE A.TTACK: Oil SBDOWICK AT BA.NKS'S PORD, MONDAY BVBllJJlIG, MAY', AS SJlElI' FROM
THE SAND-BAG BATTERY liEA.R F.A.L3lOVTU. FROX A WAR-TDIE SKETCH.

ments for the withdrawal. Newton quickly made himself acquainted with
the roads leading to Banks's Ford and succeeded in establishing communiea
tion with General Henry W. Benham, who was in charge of the pontoons at
that place.

At 6 o'clock in the evening the enemy attacked Brooks and Howe on the
center and left, with the design of cutting off the corps from Banks's Ford.
Howe not only maintained his position until night-fall, but also made several
counter-charges, capturing several hundred prisoners. Brooks also held on
until dark, but in retiring was closely pursued by the enemy. The whole corps
then successfully fell back to Banks's Ford, and the long and painful suspense
of the day was over. The picket line in front and on the left of Salem ridge
was withdrawn by General David A. Russell in person. I had been directed
to assist him. That sterling soldier dismounted, moved along the line saying,
"Quietly, men, quietly; don't make any noise"; but the jingle of the canteens
and other unavoidable sounds on the evening air revealed the movement to
the vigilant enemy, and they followed closely, yelling and firing until the
double-quick step brought us to our main column on the march, about a mile
distant. Several of the enemy's scouts penetrated almost to the ford and
threw up rockets to mark our position. The enemy's artillery responded to
the signal, shelling both troops and bridges, but with little injury. During
the night we recrossed the river and took position to meet the enemy should
they, as expected at the time, cross to the north side to renew their atta<-'k,
or attempt to destroy our depots for supplies near Fredericksburg. We
captured 5 battle-flags and 15 pieces of artillery, 9 of which were brought off.
Fourteen hundred prisoners were taken, including many officers of rank.
Hooker wlobeo Ibem to attack blm to·morrow, 11 tbey will.
He does not deMlre yon to attack again In force unless be
attack. blm at the same time. He says yOIl are too tar away
from him to dlrec\.. Look well to the safety of your corps,
alltl keep III' oommunicatlon with General Bellbam at Banks'.
Ford aUlI Frederlcksbnrg, YOII can go to either place, If yOIl
tblnk best, To CI"Oll8 at Ballks's Fo...1 wOllld brlnlf )'011 In
Slll,portlnlf distallce of U", main body, and would be bet1<'r
than fa.llJng back to Fredericksburg,'

.. Tbls dispatch waa written at a time when I waa ex·
ceedingly exbausted. It did not reach General &>d~.

wick till late In t·be forenoon of tbe 'tb, 80 , heve bfo<'n
told, and was the only Instruction be reeelvE'd. The
enemy att~ked him In strong force t·be next day, and,
haVing reststed them till the evening, be w1tbdnw
aer088 the river at Banks'a Ford."

EDITORS.
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LEE'S KNOWLEDGE OF HOOKER'S MOVEMENTS.

BY R. E. COLSTON, MAJOR-GENERAL, C. S. A.

T IlE aasertion that Hooker's move upon Chan
cellorsville was a surprise to General Lee is

u great mistake. Every day Lee had information
of Hooker's movements. The following letter,
sent by Lee to Jackson, and by the latter to me,
has never been out of my possession since. It
shows the rem&l'kable intuition that enabled
Gene:ral Lee on so many occasions to foresee and
penetrate the intentions of his antagonist. In this
c:ule a demonstration had been made on our ex
treme right at Port Royal, and without waiting
for orders I had gone with a brigade and battery to
meet it. I reported the facts to General Jackson,
and it is my letter to him to whioh Lee refers :

.. HB.A.DQU..utTBR8, A. N. VA., April 23, 1863. LIBUT.
GElII'L T. ~. JAOXllON, Com'g Corpll. GBN'L: 1 have
recel.ved General Coillton's letter of 8H1 o'clock to-day
which yOIl forwarded to me. I think from the accollnt
given me by L't-CoL Booth of the Englneel'll, who WB8
at Port Boyal Yllllterday, of the enemy's operations
there, the day aDd night previous, that h18 present pur
POI!e Ia to draw our troops In that direction while he
attempts Ii pB8llage elBewhere. I would not, then, 88Ud
down wore troopIJ than are actually necllllBlU'Y. I will
notify Gen'ls HdAlWS and Andel'llOn to be on the alprt,
for J t.hlnk that if a real attempt Is made to CI'08S the
river it will be above Frederleuhllrg. Very t'lllIpect
ruUy, R. E. Lu, Gen'I."

The letter was indorsed by Jackson, "Respect
fully referred to General Colston for his guidance."
It was 11.180 m&l'ked "confidential," and both the
front and the back of the envelope were marked
.. private," 80 that not even my adjutant-general
should open it in case of my absence.

The Federal writers have wondered why Jack
BOn's corps did not complete its work on the even
ing of May 2d. They do not realize the condition
of our troops after their successfnl charge on
Howard. We had forced our way through brush
BO dense that the troops were nearly stripped of
their nniforms. Brigades, regiments, and com
panies had become so mixed that they could not
be handIed ; besides which the darkness of even·
ing W&8 80 intensified by the shade of the dense
woods that nothing could be seen a few yards off.
The halt at that time W&8 not a mistake, but a
necessity. So far from intending to stop, Jackson,
when he was wounded, was hurrying A. P. Hill's
division to the front to take the place of Rodes's

and mine and to continue the attack; A. P. Hill was
also wounded soon afterward, and the advance of
his troops in the narrow road on which alone they
could move was checked by the shell and canister
of twelve Napoleon guns, from an elevation within
five hundred y&rds. The slaughter and confusion
were greatly increased by this terrible fire in the
night, so that the pause in the attack was one of
those fatalities of war that no foresight can prevent,

It was about 1 o'clock on Sunday, May 3d,
that Lee received information that Early had been
driven from Marye's Heights and was falling back
before Sedgwick. Jackson's corps, which had
been fighting since 6 o'clock the previous even
ing, with very little rest during the night, renew
ing the conflict at daylight, aud capturing the
positions at Chancellorsville, was much diminished
by casualties and much exhausted by fatigue, hun
ger, and thirst; but it was preparing to move npon
Hooker's last line of intrenchments, erected dur
ing the night on very strong positions. My divis
ion was in the lead in line of battle. It was then
that I received an order to report at once in per
son to General Lee. I found him standing in a
I!mall tent pitched by the roadside. His plain
gray sack-coat, with only three stars on the rolling
collar, was, like his face, well sprinkled with the
dust of the battle-field. In low, quiet tones he
said to me: "General, I wish you to advance
with your division on the United Stat~sFord road.
I expect you will meet with resistance before you
come to the bend of the road. I do not want you
to attack the enemy's position!, but only to feel
them. Send your engineer officer with skirmishers
to the front to reconnoiter and report. Don't
engage seriously, but keep the enemy in check Bnd
prevent him from advancing."

I am conftdent that these were almost the exact
words of General Lee, to which he added, "Move
at once," which I did. I was not a little puzzled
at the time (not knowing the situation at Fred
ericksburg), and I wondered why we were not to
continue our advance and hurl Hooker into the
river. Lee left the field at Chancellorsville imme
diately after giving me the above orders, and h88t~

ened to Early's support with McLaws's division,
Mahone's brigade, and other troops, and compelled
Sedgwick to retreat across the Rappahannock.

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN THE CHANCELLORSVILLE
CAMPAIGN,

The eumpoB1tlon, 10.3e., Bnd strBnll'th of each army ... bere .tatc,1 give Ute jf\.t of all the data obtainable In the Omclal
_nIB. K .tands for 1<111811; w for woumlell: m w for IDortally wounded; ID for captured or IDlsolng; c for captured.

THE UNION ARMY.
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.- Hl\lor-General JOReph Hooker. Btat!' 1088: W, 1.

l"ro-' thuJrd, Brlg.-Gen. MlU'Bllna R. Patrick: lI3d N. Capt. Alonzo Bnow; 218t NY., Llent.-Col. Chellt~r W.
Y., CoL John B. Crocker; E and I,6tb Pa. Cav., Capt. Bternberl{; 23d N. Y .. Col. Henry C. Hotrrnan: 85th N.
,Jamell Starr: 8th U. B. (6 CO'8), Capt. E. W. H. Read: Y., Col. Johu G. Todd; 8Ot.h N. Y. (20th MutUal, CoL
Detachment Regular Cav., Lieut. Tattnall Pauldlul!'. Theodore B. GRte8; 12th Ohio Battt'ry, Capt. Aaron C.
PaIrfd:'. Brlgath, CoL WlIllam F. Rogers: B, Md. Art'y, Johnson. Eng~_ BrlfJad~. Brlg.-Gen. Henry W. Ben-
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ham: 15th N. Y., CoL Clinton G. Colgate; IIOth N. Y.,
CoL Charles B. Btuart; BattaUon U. B. Eugineers, Capt.
Chauncey B. Reese. Brigade 1088: k, 1; w, 6; m, 1 = 8.
Guard. and Or"tkr/Iu, Oneida (N. Y.) Cav., Capt. Daniel
P. Mann.

ABTILJ.EBY, BrIg.-Gen. Henry J. Hunt. .irlUlerJf~
ftrrr. Capt. WUllam M. Graham, Brlg..oen. Robert O.
Tyl"r: B, 1st Conn., Lieut. Albert F. Brooker; H, 1st
Couu., Capt. Frankl1n A. Pratt: 5th N. Y., Capt. ~ah
D. Taft; 15th N. Y., Capt. Patrick Hart; 29th N. Y.,
Lieut. GWltav von Blucher; 30th N. Y., Capt. Adolph
Voegelee; 32d N. Y., Lieut. George Gaston; K,lst U. B.,
Lieut. Lorenzo Thomas, Jr.; C, ad U. B.• Lieut. Henry
Meluell: G, 'th U. B.. Lieut. Mareua P. Hiller; K, 5th U.
B.. Lieut. David H. Kinzie; C, 3~d Ma88., Capt. Josiah C.
Full!'r. Train Glutrd. 1st N. J. (7 co's), Col. William
Birney, Capt. Robert B. Johnston.

FIRBT ARMY CORPB, MI\I.-Gen. John F. Reynolds.
E_I: L, 1st Me. Ca"., Capt. Constantine Taylor.
PlBST DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. James B. Wadsworth.

FI,..t Brigad~,Col. Walter Phelps, Jr.: 22d N. Y., MI\I.
ThoIDaa.J. Btrong; ~thN.Y., Col. Bamuel R. Beardsley;
80th N. Y., Col. Wm.M. Bearing; Nth N. Y. (UthMll1t1a).
Col. Edward B. Fowler. Brigade 1088: w, 37. 8«tond
Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Lysander Cutler: 7th Ind., Lleut.
Cui. Ira G. Grover: 76th N. Y., Col. William P. Wain
wright; 115th N. Y., Col. George H. Biddie; U7th N. Y.,
Col. John G. Butler: I56th PL, CoL J. Wll11am Hotmann.
Brigade 10,,",,: k, 3; w, ~5; m, 5 = 83. TMrd Brigade,
Brlg.-Gen. Gabriel R. Paul: 22d N• .1., Col. Abraham G.
Demarest; 29th N. .1., Col. Wllllam R. Taylor; 30th N.
.1.• CoL John J. Cladek; 31st N. .1., Lieut.-Col. Robert R.
Houeyman; 137th Pa., CoL Joseph B. Klddoo. Brlgadll
loss: k, 1; W, 15 = 16. Fourlil. Bri.{Jade, Brlg..oen. Bol
omon Meredith: 19th Ind., Col. Bamnel J. WllI1ams;
~th Mich., Col. Henry A. Morrow; ~ WIll., Col. LuclWl
Falrchlld; 6th Wis., Col. Edward B. Bragg; 7th Wla.,
Col. WllUam W. Robinson. Bri/nMI.e 1088: k.l1; w,.e;
m, 3 = eo. .irlUkr/I, Capt. John A. Reynolds: 1st N. H.,
Capt. Frederick M. Edgell; L, 1st N. Y., Capt. John A.
Reynolds: B, 'th U. B., Lieut. James Btewart. Artillery
loss: w,lI; m,~=l1.
SECOND DIVISION, BrIg.-Gen. .John C. Robinson.

Fir.1 Brigade. Col. Adrian R. Root: 16th Me., Col.
Charles W. Tilden; Nth N. Y., Capt. Bamuel A. MolI'ett;
10Uh N. Y., Col. Gilbert G. Prey; looth PL, Col. ThoIDall
F. Me.Coy. Brigade 10RR: w,5. 8«tond Brigade, Brig.
Gen. Henry Baxter: l~th MB8lI., CoL James L. Bates:
~th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Gllbert B. JennIngs; lIOth PL, Col.
Pet!'r Lyle; 136th Pa., Col. Thomaa M. Bayne. Brigade
los8: k, 1; w, 16; m, 5 =22. Third Bri.{Jade, CoL Barouel
H. Leonard: 18th M&88., Llent.-C01. N. Walter Batehel
del'; 83d N. Y. (11th MIl1t1a), Lleut.-Col. Joseph A.MoelIch:
lITth N. Y •• Col. CharieR Wheelock: 11th PL, CoL Rlchard
Conlter; 88th Pa., Llent.-Col. Loula Wagner. Brigade
loss: k, 2; w, IS; m. 1 = 16. .irlillerl/, Capt. Dl1IIbar R.
Ransom: 2d Me., Capt. James A. Hall; 5th Me., Capt.
Georjte F. Lepplen (w), Llent. Edmund Kirby (ID w),
Llomt. Greenleaf T. Btevena; C. Pa.. Capt. J ..mes Thorup
BOn: C, 5th U. S.. Capt. Dunbar R. DanBOm. ArtUiery
I08S: k, 7: w. ~=82.
THIBD DJVJ~ION. HI\I.-Geu. Abner Donbleday.

Flr.' Brigade, Brig..oen. Thomas A. Rowley: lUllt
PR., Col. Chapman Biddie; 18llttI PII., Col. James R.
Porter; a~d Pa., Col. Robert P. Cummlnll; 151st P&., Col.
Harrtaon Allen. Brigade 1088: k, 1; w, 12; m, 86 = 'II.
Seeond Brl.gad~, ('01. Roy Btone: uad Pa.. Col. Edmund
1.. Dana; lUth Pa., Lieut.-Col. Walton DwIll'ht; l50th
Pa., C/Ii. Lanll'horne Wister. Brigade lOllS: '11'; 8• .irlU
lery, 1111\1. Ezra W. Matthews: B. 1st PL, Capt. James
H. CO/lpl'r; F, 1st Pa•• Llent. R. Broce Rlckettll; G.lst
PL, Copt. Frank P. Amlldeu. ArtUiery 1088: w,lI ; m,
~=11.

BECOND ARMY CORPS, MI\I.-Gen. Daria N. Couch.
8tall' loss: w,l.

E_t, D and K, 6th N. 'l: Cav., Capt. RIley JobnBOn.
Lolla: w,~.
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FIB8T DIVISION, MI\I.-Gen. Wlnfteld 8. Haneocll:.
Fir" Bri.{Jadr, BrIg.-Gen. John C. Caldwell: 5th N.

H., Col. Edward E. Croas,J Lieut.-Col. Charles E. Blip
good; 61st N. Y., Col. NelRon A. Miles (W), Lleut.-eul.
K. OBCar Broady; 81st Pa., CoL H. Boyd McKeen (w);
l.eth Pa., Col. Jamet! A. Beaver (w), MI\I. Gt'Orge A.
Falrlamb. Brigade 1088: It, 36; w, 1116: m, .e = 278.
8uoftd Bri.{Jad~, Brtg..oen. Thomas F. Meagher: 28th
MIIlllI., Col. RIchard Byrnes: 63d N. Y., Lieut.-CoL Rich·
ard C. Bentley; 69th N. Y., Capt. Jamllll E. McGee;
88th N. Y., Col. Patrick Kelly; 116th Pa. (battJLllon),
MI\I. Bt. ClaIr A. Mulholland. Brigade 1088: k. 8; w,
63; m, 31 = 102. Third Brigadr. Brlg.-Gen. Bamuel K.
Zook: 1I~ N. Y., Col. Paul Frank, Lleut.-Col. Charlell
G. Frendenberg; 57th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Alford B.
Chapman; 66th N. Y.,t Col. Orlando H. Morris; uoth
P&., Col. Rlchardll P. Roberta. Brigade 10lll!: k, 18; w,
lIT; m, 78=188. FourlhBri.gade,CoI.Jobn R. Brooke:
~7th Conn., Col. Rlehard B. Bolltwlck; ~ Del., Llent.
Col. David L. Btrlcker; Nth N. Y., Col. Daniel G. Bing
ham ; 5Sd PL, Lleut.-COL Richards McMichael; l'5th P&.,
Col. Hiram L. Brown. Brigade 10Sll: k, Ill; w. lU; m,
~ =529• .irtUkr/I, Capt. Rufus D. Pettit: B,I11t~.Y.,
Capt. RufWl D. Pettit; C, 'th U. B., Lieut. Evan Thomaa.
ArtIllery 1088: k, 2; w, 211 = 2T.
SECOND DIVISION, Brlg..oen. John GIbbon.

Flr.1 Bri.{Jade, BrIg..:oen. Alfred Bully, Col. Henry W.
Hudson, CoL Byron Laflin: 18th Me., Col. FranclB
E. Heath; 15th M&88., MI\I. George C. JoeUu: l8t
Minn., Lleut.-C01. WllIlam Colvin. Jr.; Mth N. Y., CoL
Byron LafI1n, Lleut.-Col. John Beverly; 8:Id N. Y.
(~ MlUtla), CoL Henry W. Hudson, Lleut.-('.ol. JlUDeo
Hnaton. Brigade 1088: W, 16; m, ,=20. 8«mJd
Bri.gath, Brlg.-Gen. J(NOhna T. Owen: 69th Pa., Col.
Dennla O'Kan.. ; TIst Pa., Col. Rlchard P. Smith: ~
P&., Col. De Witt C. Baxter; l06th P&., CoL Tomer
G. Morehead. TAird Bri.{Jath, CoL Norman J. Hall: 19th
MaBIl., L1ent.-Col. Arthnr F. Devereux; 'lith M_.,
Llent.-Col. George N. Macy; Tth MIch., Capt. AmOll E.
Bteele, Jr. ; ,~ N. Y., CoL Jamell E. Mallon; lIeth N. Y.,
Lleut.-COL Max A. Thoman; 12Tth PL. Col. Wllllam W.
Jenn1ngB. Brigade 1088: k, 3; w. 66; m, 8 =67. .irlu"
Ie",: A, l11t R. I., Capt. WUllam A. Arnold; B, 1st R.
I., Lleut. T. FI't'ld. Brown. ~.IwoIu8: 18t Co.
MIllIll.. Capt. Wll11am Plumer.
TIDBD DJVJ8JON, MI\I..oen. WIlI1am H. French.

Pi,.., Bri.{Jade, Col. BanlUel B. Carroll: ath Ind., CoL
John Coonll; uth N. .1., Col. WIlliam B. Robertllon; 28tb
N• .1., Lleut.-col. John A. Wildrick (c), MI\I. Bamuel K.
WilBon; 'th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Leonard W. Carpenter;
8th OhIo, Lleut.-CoL Franklin Baw)-er: 7th W. Vo., CoL
JOllephBnlder,Llent.-CoI. Jonathan H. Lockwood. Bri
gade 1088: k, 29; '11', 182; m, 57 = 268. Semnd Brigade,
BrIg.-Gen. William Hays (c), CuL Charlee J. POWeTIl:
uth Conn., MaJ. Theodore G. Eilla; nth N . .1., Col. J.
Howard Willets ('11'), MI\I. John T. Hili; 1000.h N. Y., Col.
CharieR l. Powers, Llent.-Col. Franl"ls E. Pierce; lsoth
Pa., Col. Levi Ma\sh (WI, MI\I. Joaeph B. Jenklna. Bri
gade 10llll: k, 211; '11', 2'~; m, 61=3111. Th'rd Brigade,
CoL John D. MacGrel(Or, Col. Charlell Albright: 1st
Del., Col. ThomB8 A. Bmyth; 'th N. Y .. Lleut.-Col. Will
Iam JamellOn; 1m P&., ('oOL Charlea Albright, !Jeut.·
CoL Joseph E. Shreve. Brigade 1088: k, 8: '11', 80; m,
11 =lIlI. .irIUlerI/: G, 1st N. Y., Lleut. Nelson Amc8;
G, 1st R. I., Capt. George W. Adams. Artillery 108ll:
k, 5; w,18=~.

ARTILLEBY BB8BBVB: J, l11t U. 8.., Llent. Edmnnd
Kirby (m w while commandlng 5th MainEl Battery); A.
'th U. B., Lleut. Alonzo H. Ctlllhing. Artillery 10~R: w,2

THIRD ARMY CORPS, lIIaJ.-oen. Daniel E. SIckle".
8ta1l' 1088: w, 1.
PUlIlT DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. David B. Birney. Btall' 1o",,:

w,2.
Pi,.., Bri.gatle, BrII1'..oen. Charles K. Graham. Col.

Thomas W. Egan: 57th P .... CoL Pl"ter BIdes; 63d PL.
Llent.-CoL William B. Kirkwood (m wI, capt. lameR F.
Ryan; 88th Plio., Col. Andrew H. Tippin; l06th PL, CoL

JIn temporary command of a f01'OO conAIAtlng of the Iltll N. H., 88t1l N. Y., and 8lAt Pa.
; Berved temporarily with the Firat Brigade.
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Amor A. MoKnight (k), Lleut.-<Jol Calvin A. CraIg ; 114th
Pa.. CoL Charlee H. T. Collls, Lleut.-Col Frederick F. Ca
vada: lfUt Pa., CoL Henry J. Madill BrI~de10118: k, 72;
w, 4110: m, 194.= 7M. Buontl Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. J. H.
Hobart Ward: 20th Ind., Col. John Wheeler: Sd Me.,
Col M0Be8 B. Lakemau; tth Me., CoL Elijah Walker;
38th N. Y., CoL P. R~8 de Trobrland: 4.Oth N. Y., Col.
Thomae W. Egan: 99th Pa., Col. .Asher B. Leidy. Bri
gade 108lI: k, 11; W, 124.; m,113=24.8. Third Brigade,
Col. Samuel B. Hayman: 17th Me., Lieut.-Col. Charles B.
Xerrill, Col. Thomas A. Robertll; Sd Mich., Col. Byron R.
PIerce (WI, Llcut.-Col. Edwin S. Plel'Ce; 6th Mleh.,
Lieut.-<Jol. Edward T. Bherlock Ikl, MI\!. John Pultonl;
Il\t N. Y., Lleut.-Col. Francis L. Lelaud; 37th N. Y., Lleut.
CoL GUbert RIordan. Brigade 1088: k, 80; W, 283; ro,
253 = lI6lI. ArlUlerlJ, Capt. A. Judllon Clark: 2d N. .1.,
Lieut. Robert 8lms; E, 1st B. I., Lleut. Pardon B. JIL&
tram: F and K, ad U. B., Lieut. John G. Turnbull. Artil
lery 10tl8: k, 6; w,~; m,3=36.
IlEcmm DIVtBlON, MI\!.-Gen. Hiram G. Berry (k), Brlg.

Gen. Joseph B. Cnn. Btalr los8: k, 1.
Fir_ Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Joseph B. carr, Col. WUlIam

Blaledell: 1st M&8B., Col. Napoleon B. MclAughlen; 11th
Mau.. ColWilliam BlaIBdell, Lleut.-Col. Porter D. TrIpp;
16th M_., I.Ieut.-CoI. Waldo Merriam; 11th N• .1., Col.
Robert McAllister; 26th PIL, Col. BenJamin C. Tilghman
('In, MI\I. Robert L. Bodine. Brlgadfl 10118 : k, 62; w, 387;
lU, 66= 64M. Second Brigade, Brlg.-Gcn. J08cph W. Re
ve..... C.,I. J. Egbert Farnnm: 70th N. Y., Col. J. Egbert
Fanlum, Llent.-Col. Thomas Holt; 71stN. Y., Col. Henry
L. Potter; m N. Y., CoL WllIlam O. Btevens (k), MI\!.
John Leonard; 7Sd N. Y., MI\!. Michael W. Burns; 74th
N. Y., Lieut.-Col. William H. Lounsbury (w), Capt. Henry
M. AUClA (w), Capt. Francis E. Tyler; 120th N. Y., Lleut.
C,,1. CorneIlW!lD. Westbrook. Brigade 10118: k,~; w, 160;
m, 131 = 317. TA.i.rd Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. GershoUl Mott
(WI. Col. Wllllam J. Sewell: 6th N. .1., Col. Wllllam J.
BewpU, MI\!. Ashabel W. Angel (w), Capt. Virgil M.
H ...aly; 6th N. .1., Col. George C. Burling (wi, Lleut.
CoL Stephen R. Gllky~n; 7th N• .1., Col. Louts R. Fran
cine. Lleut.-<Jol. FrancIB Prlee; 6th N. .1., CoL John
RawlWY (w), capt. John G. Langston; 2d N. Y., Col. Bld
ney W. PW'1I: (W), Lieut.-CoL William A. Olmated; 116th
Pm., CoL Francia A. LanllMter (k), MI\!. John P. Dunne.
Brigade lOIl8: k, 67; w, m; m, 48 = 627. A rtUlerlJ, Capt.
ThoWAR W. Osborn: D, 1st N. Y., Llent. George B. Win&
low: 4th N. Y., Lieut. George F. Barstow, Llent. WllUam
T. McLean; H, 1st U. B., L1eut. JUlltln E. Dimick (m wI,
L1ent. .Tames A. Bander80n; K, 4th U. B., Llent. Franeia
"W. 8eoley. Artillery 1088 : k, 12; w, 68 = SO.
1'JIIRD D1VI810N, M"'.-Gen. Amlel W. Whipple (m w),

Brtg.-Gen. Charles K. Graham. Btalflo88: w,l.
~t Brigade, Col. Ewlen Franklin: 86th N. Y., Llent.

Col. Barna J. Chapin (k), Capt. Jacob H. Lansing; 124th
N. Y., Col. A. Van Home EltiB; 1~ Pa.., Lieut.-Col. Ed
ward McGovern. Brigade 1088: k, 47 ; w, 804; m, 32 = 8SS.
&rmId BrigGde, Col. Bamuel M. Bowman: 12th N. H.,
Col. .Joseph H. Potter (w); 84th Pa.., Lieut.-Col. Milton
Opp: lloth Pa., Col. JamClA Crowther (kl, MI\!. David M.
JOUeR (wand el. BrI~de 1088: k, 61; w, 2llCl: m, 286 =
67'7. Third Brigtuk, Col. Hiram Berdan: 1st U. S. Bharp
IIhooters, L1ent.-COl. C&8par Trepp; 2d U. R, Sharp-shoot
"I'll, MJ\I. Homer R. Btoughton. Brigade loss: k, 11; W,
&1; til. 12=84. Artillery, Capt. Albert A. von Pnttlram
mer, Capt. James F. Huntington: 10th N. Y., Lieut.
l'Iaronel Lewis; 11th N. Y., Lleut. John E. Burton; H,lst
Ohio, Capt. .TamCll F. Huntington. Artillery 1088: k,2;
w, 26; m. '=37.

FIFTH ARMY CORPS, MI\!.-Gen. George G. Meade.
FIRST DIVIBION, BrI~.-Gcn. Charles Grlllln.

Pint llrigtuk. BrI/l'.-Gen. Jamell Barnes: 2d Me., Col.
Georjf1l Varney: 16tb M&88.. Col. Joseph Hnyes; ~
MaM... Col. William S. TIlton: 2d Co. M8JIll. Bharp-llboot
em, Llent. Robert Bmlth; 1st Mich., Col. Ira C. Abbott;
13tb N. Y. fbattallonl, capt. William Downey; 25tb N.
Y •• Col. Charles A. John80n; 118thPa., Col. Charles M.
Pnlvoet. Brigade 10118: 11:, 4; W, 40; m, 4=48. Seeona
Brigtuh, CoL James McQuade, Col. Jacob B. Bweltzer:
ttb MuB., Col. Patrick R. Guiney; m Mass., Lieut.-Col.
Luther Btephen80n ; 4th )(jeh., Col. Harrl80n H. Jell'oMs;

14th N. Y., Lleut.-<Jol. Thomas M. DaviClll; 1I2d PD., Col.
Jacob B. Sweitzer, Lleut.-Col. Jumes C. Hnll. BrlJOM\e
1088: k, 9; W,46; m,7=62. Third Brigade, Col. Tlaomas
B. W. Btockton: 20th Me., Lleut.·Col. Joshua L. Cham
berlaln; Brady's Co. Mich. Bharp-lltooters; 16th Mich.,
Lieut.-Col. Norval E. Welch; 12th N. Y., Capt. William
HW!IOn; 17th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Nelson B. Bartram; 44th
N. Y.. Co:' James C. Rice; sad Pa., Col. Stroug Vincent.
Brigade 1088: k, 2: w, 18 =20. Ar/Ulery, Capt. AUgW!ltl18
P. Martin: ad Mas8., Capt. AugustUII P. Martin; 6th
M&88., Capt. Charles A. Phllllps; C, 18t R. I., Capt Rich
ard Watennan; D. 6th U. B., Lleut. Charles E. Hazlett.
Artlllery 10118: k, 2; w, 4; m, 2 = 8.
SRCOND DIVISION, MI\!.-Gen. Ueorge 8y1l:e8.

Fir.t Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Romeyn B. Ayre8: ad U. 8.
(600's), Capt. Jobn D. Wilkins; 4th U. B. (4 co's), Capt.
Hiram Dryer: 12th U. B. (6 co's 1st BattalioD and 8 oo's
2d Battalion), MI\!. Richard B. Bmlth; 14th U.S. (ll co'slat
Battalion and 2 co's 2d Battalion), Capt. Jonathan B.
Hagar. Brigade 1088: k, 4; W, 17; m, 30=61. 8uoAtJ
Brigade, Col. Bldney Burbank: 2d U. B. 16 00'8), Capt.
Balem B. Marsh (11:), Capt. Samnel A. McKee; 6th U. B. (II
oo'e) , Capt. Levi C. Bootee; 7th U. B. (4 CO'S), Capt. David
P. Hancock; 10th U. B. (3 oo'sl, Llent. Edward G. Bush;
11th U. 8. (6 oo's 1st Battalion and 2 CO'8 2d Battalion),
MI\!, De L. Floyd-Jones; 17th U. B. (6 co's 18t Battalion
and 2 co's 2d Battalion), Mllj. GeorRe L. Andrew8. Bri
gade IOS8; k, 17 ; w, 108; JD, 22 = 147. Third BrigtJde, Col.
Patrick H. O'Rorke: 6th N. Y., Col. Cleveland Winslow;
140th N. Y., Llent.-COl. Louie Ernst; 146t1J N. Y., CoL
Kenner Garrard. Brigade 10M: k, 4; w, 29: JD, 38 = 71.
Artillery, CRpt. Btephen H. Weed: L, 1st Oblo, Capt.
Frank C. Glbb8: I, 6th U. B., Lieut. Malbone F. Watson.
Artlller)' loss: k, 2; w, 13; m, 1 = 16.
THIRD DIVISION, Brllt.-Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys.

Fir.' Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. ErastUII B. Tyler: 91et Pa.,
Col. Edgar M. Gregory (w), Llent.-Col. Joseph H. 8lnex;
l~th Pa.., Lieut.-CoL David W. Rowe (wI; 129th PD., Col.
Jacob G. FrIck; lS4th PD., Col. Edward O'Brien. Bri
gade loss: k, ~1: w, 1M; m, 63 = 240. Serond Brigade,
Col. Peter H. Allabnch: 128ll Pa., Col. John B. L1ark;
131st Pa., MI\!. Robert W. Patton; 13ad Pa., Col. Frank
lin B. !'lpeakman: 163th Pa" Lieut.-Col. John H. Cain.
Brigade 1088: k, 4; W, 31; m, 2=37. ArtU.lery, Capt.
Alanson M. Randol: C, let N. Y., Capt. Almont Barnes:
E and G, 1st U. B.. Capt. AlanllOn III. Bandol.

BIXTH ARMY CORPB, MI\!.-Gen. .lobn Sedgwick.
Stalr 108s, w, 1; JD, 1 = 2.

E6COf't: III",. Hugh M. Janeway: L. 1st N. J. Cav.,
Llent. Voorhees Dye; H, 1st Pa.. Cav., Capt. WIlliam B,
Craft.
FIR8T DIVI8ION, Brlg.-Gen. William T. H. Brooks. 8tall'

1088: w,l.
Proro.t Guard: A, C, and H, 4th N. .1., Capt. Cho.rlee

Ewln/t. LoM: w, 1. Pir.t Brigade, Col. Heury W.
Brown (w), Col. William H. Penrose, Col. Bamnel L.
Buck (w), CoL William H. Penrose: 18t N . .1., Col.
Mark W. Collet (kl, Lieut.-Col. William Henry, Jr.;
2d N. .1., Col. Samuel L. Bnck, Lieut.-Col. Chlll'l"s Wel
bee1l:e; Sd N. .1., MI\!. J. W. H. Btlckney; 15th N. .1., Col.
William H. Penrose, Lleut.-Col. Edward L. Campbell;
2Sd N. .1., Col. E. Burd Grubb. Brigade 10118: k, 66: w,
369; m,86=51l. Secofld Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Joseph J.
Bartlett: 6th Me., Col. Clark 8. Edwards; 16th N. Y.,
Col. JoeIJ. Boover; 27thN. Y.,CoI.AlexanderD.AdalDs;
1218t N. Y., Col. Emory Upton; 98th Pa.., III",. William H.
LeBBlg. Brigade loss : k,101; w, 368; m,l4S =612. Third
Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Dayld A. RUll8ell: 18th N. Y., Col.
George R. Myers; S2d N. Y., Col. Francl8 E. PInto; 49th
Pa., Lieut.-COl. Thomas M. Hulings; 96th Pa., Col. Gua
tavua W. Town (k), Lleut.-(',ol. Elisha Hall (leI, Capt.
Theodore H. MeColla; 119th Pa., Col. Peter C. Elhnaker.
Brlj!ade 108s: le, 36; w, 197; m, 138 = 368. Artillery,
MI\!. Jobn A. Tompldns: 1st MalIB., Capt. William H.
McCartney; 1st N. .1., Llent, AUl:llstln N. Pal"8ons; A,
Md., Capt. James H. Rigby; D, 2d U. B., Lieut. Edward
B. Wllll8ton. Artillery loss: le, 2: W, 6 = 7.
SECOND DIVISION, Brll\'.-Gen. Albion P. Howe.

Buond Brigade, Col. LewtH A. Grant: ~th N. .1.. CoL
Andrew J. Morrl8on, Lieut.-Col. Edward Martindale; 2d
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Vt., Col. James H. Walbridge; 3d Vt., CoL Thomas O. Ootthll1 Bonny; 157th N. Y., (',01. PhlUp P. Brown. Jr.;
Beaver, Lieut.-Col. Samuel E. Pingree; nh Vt., Col. 61st Ohio, Col. Stephen J. McGroarty; 7'th Pa., Lleut.
Charles B. Btoughton; 5th Vt., Lieut.-Col. John R. CoL Adolph von Hartunll'. Brill'ftde losll: k, 810; w, 215;
LewiB; 8th Vt., Col. El1sha L. Barney. Brigade 1088: m, 120 = '19. Suond BrigtJCk, Col. W. Krzyzauowski:
k, 39: w, 295; m, 97 = '31. Third Brigade, Brlg.-Gcn. li8thN. Y.. Capt. Frederick Braun (11:), Capt. Emil Koentg;
ThumW! H. Neill; 7th Me., Lleut.-CoL Bplden Conuor; 119th N. Y., Col. El1Wl Pe1l\8ner (k), Lieut.-CoL John T.
21l1t N. J., CoL Gilliam Van Houtpu 1m wI, Lieut.-Col. Lockmau; 75th Pa., Col. FrllDoiBMahler; 26thWI8.,Col.
I88.llo B. Mettler; 20th N. Y., Col. Ernst von Vegeaa<'k; Wiillam H. Jacobs. Brigade loss: k, 36; w, 219; ro,
3311 N. Y., Col. Robert F. T...ylor; '9th N. Y., Col. Daniel 153=108. U"alla~,82dOhio, Col. JamesB. Robinson.
B. Bldwpll; 77th N. Y., L1eut.-Col. Wlusor B. French. Loss: k,8; w, '8; m, 25=81. ArWf.er/l: I, 1st Ohio,
Brlll'ftde loss: k, 52; w, 3IJ4,; m, 'll'= 850. Arlille.·u, MoJ. Capt. Hubert Dilger. Artlllery loss: k, 1; w, 10 = 11.
J. Watts de Peyster: 1st N. Y., Capt. Andrew Cowan; RESERVE ARTILLERY, Lleut.-Col. Louis Scblrmer: 2d
F, 5th U. B., Lieut. LeonlU'd MartIn. Artillery loso: w, N. Y., Capt. Hermann Ju.hn; K, lot Ohio, Capt. William
8: m, 1 = 9. 1.. De Beck; C, 1st W. Va., Capt. Wallace Hill. Re"t'ne
THIRD DIVISION, MoJ.-Gen. John Newton. artlUery 1088: w,3.

FU-BI Brigade, Col. Alexander Bhaler: 65th N. Y., Llent. TWELFTH ARMY CORPS, MoJ.-Gen. Henry W. Blo-
Col. Joseph E. Hambl1n: 67th N. Y., Col. Nelsou Cro"s; cum. BtaJrlollil: w,l.
122d N. Y., CoL Bllas T1tua; 23d Pa., Col. John Ely; 8211 Protlo.t Guard .. 10th Me. (battalion), Capt. John D.
Pa., MaJ. [lIa,loC C. BQllHett. Brigade 1088: k, 7; w, 86; Beardsley. Loss: w, 2: m, 1 =3.
m, 67 = 160. Second Brigade, Col. William H. Browue (WI, Jl'lB8T DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Alpbpu.a B. William". 8taft'
Col. Henry L. EUlltlo: 7th MlI.8s., CoL ThomM D. Johus 1088: m, 1.
(w), Lleut.·Col. Franklin P. Harlow: 10th Ma88., Lleut.- First Brigade, Brlg.-Oen. Joseph F. Knipe: 5th C{lDll.,
Col. Joseph B. Parsons: 37th MMS., ('01. OIivprEdwards; Col. Warren W. Paokpr (C), Lieut.-Col. .James A. Bt'tt6.
36th N. Y., Lieut.-CoL Jllmps J. Walsh; 211 R. I., Col. MI\!. David F. Lane; 28th N. Y., Llent.-CoL Elliott W.
Horat,io Rogers, Jr. Brigade 1088: k, 62; w, 278; ro, Cook (e), MI\!. Theophllus Fitzgerald; '8th Pa., MaJ.
22 = 312. 7'hirrl Br'gtJCk, Brlg.-Oen. Frank Wheaton: Cyrus Btrow! (k), Capt. Ed. L. Witman; 128th Pa., CoL
1I2d N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Theodore B. Hamtlton; 98d Pa., Joseph A. Matthews «'.), MoJ. CephlWl W. Dyer. BriWlde
Capt. John B. Long; 98th Pa., Col. John F. Balller (wJ, loss: k, 5; W, 53; 10, 3IJ4,='52. &cond Brigad~, Col.
Lieut.-Col. Ooorge Wynkoop: 1Wd Pa., Col. Joaeph M. Bamuel R08s: 20th Conn., Lieut.-Col. William B. Woo.....
Kinkead; 139th Pa., Col. Frederick H. Collier. Brigade ter (c), MaJ. PhUo B. Buckingham; 3d Md., Llent.-Col.
loss: k, '8; w, 237; w, 200 =185. ArUUery, Capt. Jere- GUoort P. Bobinllon; 123d N. Y., Col. Archibald 1.. 1\1('
mi~h MeCarth)-: C and D, 1st Pa., Capt. Jeremiah Me- Dougall: U5th N. Y., Col. E. Living8ton Price (WI, Capt.
Carthy; G, 2d U. B., Lleut. John H. Butler. Arttllery George W. Reid. BrllI'ftde lallA: k, '2; w, 253; m.
los8: k,l; w, '; m, ,= 9. 201 ='119. Third Brigade, Brlg.·Gen. ThowW! H. Ruger:

LIGHT DIVI81ON, Col. HIram Burnham: 6th Me., Lleut.- 27th Ind., Col. BUM Colgrove (w) : 211 Ma8ll., Col. Samuel
Col. BeDjamiu F. Harrill; 31st N. Y., Col. Io'muk Jone8; M. Quincy; 13th, N. J., Col. Ezra A. Carman, MaJ. John
~ N. Y., Col. BeDjamin F. Baker; 61st Pa., Col. George Grlmetl (w), Capt. George A. Beardsley; IOitb N. Y ••
C. Spear (le), MoJ. Oeorge W. Dawson: 5th Wis., Col. CoL Alexander B. Dlveu; 3d Wis., Col. William Oa\\'It')·.
ThomMS. Allen; 3d N. Y. Battery, Lieut. WlIIlam A.. BrigadelO8ll: k,81; w,l85; m,68=6U• ..trtiUer"Jl.Copt.
Horn. Division 108S: k, N: w, ~; m, 310 = 808. Rooort H. Fltzhngh: K, lot N. Y., Lieut. Edward L.

ELEVENTH ARMY CORPB, MaJ.-Gen. Oli\'er O. Bailey; M, 1st N. Y., Lleut. Charles E. Winell8r «'),
Howard. Lleut. John D. Woodbury; F, 'th U. S., Llent. l"ranklin

ElIeOr': I and K, 18t Ind. Cav., Capt. Abram Bhnrra. B. Crosby (kl, Lieut. Edward D. Muhlpnberg. Artillery
'Jl'IR8T DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Cbnrles Devens, Jr. (w), 1088: k,7; w,36: 111,9='5.

Brlg.-Gcn. Nathanipl C. lIfeLean. Btaft'loll8: w.l. SECOND DIVISION, BrIg.-Geu. John W. Geary.
Fir.' Brigade, Col. Leopold von Ol1sa: 'lot N. Y., MI\!. Fir.t Brigade, Col. Charles Candy: 5th Ohio, Lhout.-

Detleo von Ein8lodel; '5th N. Y., CoL George von Awl!- Col. Robert L. Kilpatrick (w), MaJ. Henry E. B)'wmell:
berg: Mth N. Y., Lleut.·Col. Charlp8 &shby, 1111\1. Stephen 7th Ohio, Col. WIlliam R. Crelghtou; 29th Ohio. Lleut.
KOVACS: 153d Po.., Col. Charleo Glonz, LIeut.-Col. Jacob Col. Thomas Clark; 68tb Ohio, Lieut.-Col. EUI!"('ue POW
DlIOhrodt. Brigade 1088: k, 16; w, 117: m,131=264. ell;28thPa.,MoJ.LansfordF.Chapmau(ll:I,Capt.Conrad
&eond Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Nathaniel C. McLean, CuI. U. Meyer; U7th Pa., Lieut.-Col. Arlo Pardet', Jr. Brl
John C. Lee: 17th Conn., Col. William H. Noble (w), MoJ. gade 1088: k, 58; W, 3U; m, 151 = 523. Second BrifItJd~,

Allen G. Brady; 25th Ohio, Col. William P. Richardson Brlg.-Oen. ThomW! 1.. Kane: 29th Po., Lleut.-CoL WIII
(W), MaJ. Jeremloh WlllIaDls; 55tb Ohio, Col. John C. lam Rickard.., Jr.; l09th Pa., Col. Henry J. Blalnrook
Lee, Lleut.-Col. Charles B. Oambee; 75th Ohio, Col. (k), Capt. John Yonng, Jr.: 111th Pa., Col. Ot'orgt' A.
Rohllrt Reily (k), Ca\.t. Be'\Iamln Morgan; l07th Ohio, Coblulm, Jr.; 12Ub Pa., Lleut.-Col. Simon Lltzenbt'rl!";
Col. Seraphim Meyer (wI, Lieut.-Col. Cbarles MUt'lIer. 125th Pa., Col. Jacob HIggins. Brigade 1088: k, 18; w, 90.,
Bril\"ade I08S: k, IS; w, 3'8: m, 299=892. Unatlat:h.ed, 111,33=139. ThirdBrigade.Brig.-aen.GeorgeB.Gn-euc:
8t,h N. Y. (1 eo.), Lieut. Herman Rosenkranz. Artillery: 80th N. Y., Lieut.-CoL John C. O. Redlngt{)ll; 78th~.Y.,
13th N. Y., Capt. JullU8 Dieckmann. Art1!1pry 10M: w, MI\!. Henry R. Btagg, Capt.. William H. Randall; Io-lel N.
11; m, 2=13. Y.. Col. Jame8 C. Lane; 137tl1 N. Y.• CoL David In-land;
8RCOND DIVISION, Brig.·Oen. Adolph \'(lD Stduwehr. U9th N. Y., MI\!. Abel G. Cook (w), Capt. Oliver T. May,
~"r.t Brigade, Col. Adolph\lll BWlChbeck: 29th N. Y., Lieut.-Co\. Koert B. Van Voorhi@. Brigade 1088: k, j9:

Lieut.-CoL Loulll Hartmann (WI, MaJ. Alex. von Bchluem- w, 219; lU, 200 = 528. Arl"'"", Capt. JOllP.ph M. Knafl :
bach; IMth N. Y., Col. Patrick H. Jooe8 (WI, Lieut.-Col. E, Pa., Lieut. ChllrletlAtwpU (w), Lieut. James D. MI'GIll:
Henry C. Looml8; 27th Pa., Lieut.-Col. Lorenz Cautador; F, Pa., Capt. Robert B. Hampton (k), Lleut. .Jawt'iI P.
734 Pa.. Lieut.-Col. William Moore (W). Brll\"llde 1088: Flpmln/(. Artillery 1088: k,3; w,15 = 18.
k, 26; w, 229; m, 228= '83. Suond Briga(l~. Bri/(.-Gt'u. CAVALRY CORPB, +Brill.-Gen. Georj(1' Stoneman.
Francl8 C. Barlow: 33d MMs., Col. Adln n. Underwood: FIR8T DIVI8ION, Brig.-Oen. Alfred P1eat1Onton.
1810th N. Y.. Col. Charlell R. Coster: 136th N. Y., Col. First Brigade, Col. Bel\lamtn F. Davl8; 8tbID., Lipnt.
James Wood, Jr.; 734 Ohio, Col. Orland Smith. Brigade Col. David R. Clendenin; 3d l'lld., Col. George H. Chat>
loss: w, 9: m, U=23. ArlUiery: I, 1st N. Y., Capt. man; 8th N. Y., --; 9th N. Y.. Col. William Bat'ken.
Mlehael Wiedrich. Artlllpry 101lil: k. 1: w, 10: tn, 2 = 13. Brigade 10811: k, 1; w, 8; m, 22 = 31. &eond Brit/a,'••
THIRD DIVISION. MoJ.-Gen. Carl ilchurz. Btaft'JoS8: w, 1. Col. ThomM C. Devin: L, 18t Mich., Lient• .John K.

Fir.1 Brigade, Brig.-Gen. AlexanderBI'himmelfenntll': Truax; 8th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Duncan McVicar (k), ('apt.
82d Ill, Col. Frederick Hecker Iw). MaJ. Ferdinand II. WIll1am E. Beard8ley; 8th Pa., MI\I. Pennoek Ht1e~-;

RolshaUllen (wI, Capt. Jacob Lualle; 68th N. Y., Col. 17th Fa., Col. Josiah H. Kellogg; 8th N. Y. Battery.

+The 8eoond ,utl1 TbJrd Dlvlolon8, Flrttt BrI~d". FIrst Dlvl8lon, ..all. tho Rel\'Ular Rellerve Brlpde, with Robertlton'.
and Tl,lbalI's batteries, on the" Stoneman Raid."
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ueuL JOlleph W. 1IIartin. Brigade 10M: k, 12; w, 11'; m,
m=~

UOOND DIVIIlIOK, B~.-Gen. William W. AverelL
E'irrJI Brigadl!, Col. Horace B. Bargent: 1st IIIB811.,

L1..at.-Col. Greely B. Curtis; 'th N. Y., Col. Lou1s P.
Dl Cesnola; 6th Ohio, III~. Benjamin C. 8t1mhope; 1st
R. I .• L1ent.-euI. John L. Thomllson. Brigade 10Sll: w,
6: m, 2 = 8. &eond Bri{JIUU, Col. John B.lllclntosh: ad
PL. Uent.-Col. Edward B. Jones; 'th Pa., Lieut.-Col.
WUllam E. DoBter: 18th Pa., Lieut.-CoL Lorenzo D.
Ragen. ArlUIa;t: A, 2d U. 8., Capt. John C. TidbalL
TUum DIVIIlIOll. Brlg.-Gen. David lIIelll. Gregg.

Finf Brigade, Col. Judson Kllpatrl"k: 1st Me., Col.
Calvin 8. Douty; 2d N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Henry};, Davioa,
Jr.: loth N. Y., L1ellt.-<.:oI. WlllialD Irvine. Brigade
1Ot<K: k, 1; w, 1; m, U =.. &«md Brigade, Co\. Percy
WTUdbam: 12th m., Lieut.-<.:oL Hasbrullok Davis; 1st
)ld., L1ent.-Col. James III. Deema; 1st N. J., Liellt.-CoL
Virgil BrodrIck; 1st PR., Col. John P. Taylor. Brigade
ION!: k, :I; W, 8; m, MI = 6/1. Rueru OarJal,." Bri{JtJtU,
Br1g.-Gen. Jobn Butord: 6th Pa.. III~. Bobert 1II0rrls,
Jr.: tAtU.S., <.:apt. R. B. C. Lord; 2d U. B.. IIII\1.CbarlesJ.
WbJUnlt; lith U. B., <.:apt. Jamee E. Harrison; 6th U. S.,
Capt. George C. Cram. Brigade 1088: k, 1; w, 8; m,
'1li = '19. ArliUerr!, capt. James M. Robe1't8On: Band L,
2d U. 8., Lieut. Albert O. Vincent; III, 2d U. B., Lient.
Bobert Clarke; E, ,th U. B., LlenL samnel B. EIder.

The callualt1611in the Union forcee during the campaign
were as follows:

I
'd - ~; ~ I::~

~ &: .a.:r ~

~- ----- --!~ !I~~ ~-
~~~kW~.~ FC~8tJ'g~~~i-"ti"29~! 41"'__ II

F1~~[.,~il;.'l:rciMiDg:'Ai;rli"2P~' 2
18

1____ 20

Rt~;:'.r.n...n;,;R..i,i:AiiC29·~MRy·ii 1~ 1~ I lsg gg
Olel Wllel~rD""" Tavenl, AIJJ1111O .. I 1 1 I' __ . 2
CbaDcellor8vllle, ApJ11 30 .. • __ 3 S
610018...lvanl& C. H~L AIJril SO.•.. -- I S 12

1

' Sll 51
Rapl,lan Slatloo, Mny 1. 1 14 24 S9
l·bancellor.vllle, May 1- 8 __ _ 1'1082 6849 '4214 12,1'5

~".:l::;,c~·~~:;t,~1I:;,rl~:~..~~.I~ . '9S 2'110 1497 4,700
I

Oran,1 Mal... _ I;;;;;;;;;;~ ~:;:;;

According to the returns tor April 80, 1863 (" Oftlcial
Recorda," Vol. XXV., pt. II., p. 820), the e1l'ecUve
lltrength of Hooker's army was, in round numbeJ'll, about
180,011O, 41atrlbutedastoUows: Infantry. 111,000; cavalry,
11,000; and artillery, 8UUlI, withMl'pleoee of the latterarm.

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY.

ARMY OF NORTHERN VlRGINIA.-General Robert E. Lee.

FIJlBT ARJ(Y CORPS. I
_<:'LA.WII'8 DIVIllJOIf, IIIpJ.-Gen. Lafayette lIIoLaws.

""'oJfortl'a BrCgGdI!, Brig.-Gen. W. T. Wofrord: 16th
Ga.. -- ;, 18th Ga., --; ~th Ga.. --; Cobb's
<Ga.l LP~on,--: PhUUpll'a (Ga.) LeRtou,--. Bri
gade kM8: k, '1'; w. {'111; m,II=li6i. 8emmetfa Bri{Jade,
Brtg.-Gen. Paul J. 8emm6ll: loth Ga., Lieut.·CoL W. C.
Holt: Mh Ga., Lieut.-Co\. F. KelU'lle; 518t 0 ... , Col. W.
M. Slall8bter (kl. Llent.-<.:oL Edward Ball (w); l5Sd Ga.,
Col• .1_ P. Blmms. Brigade 1088: k, lIli; w, 'II'J; m,211
= 103. Xen1&G",'a Brigade, Brlg.·Gen. JllIleph B. Ker·
.b.... : til 8. C•• Col. John D. Kenuedy; 3d 8. C., Moj.
R. C. l\Ildl'ett; 7th B. C., CoL Elbert Bland; 8th 8. C.,
CoL Jobn W. Benagan; 15th 8. C., Llent.-<.:ol. JllIleph
F. Olst; 3d B. C. BattRUon, Lieut.-Col. W. G. Rice.
BrigMe 10.. : k. 12: w. 1lO; m, 2 = liN. BarkMl4le'a
Brlgllde. BrII1'.-Gen. William Barklldale : 18th MiIlll., Col.
J. W. Carter; 17th 111l8s., Col. W. D. Holder: 18th MI88.,
C.oL Thomu II. Griftln; 2ll'lt 11I188., CoL B. G. Hum·
phrey.. BriIlade 10""': k.4.8; w,!JOll; m,M1=1I1I'J. ArtU-.'"71. Col. Uf'IIry C. Cabell: GR. Battery !Troup Art'y),
Capt. H. H. carltou: Ga. Battery, Capt. Johu C.·FrD8er:
Va. Battery (lilt Howloenl, <.:apt. E. 8. McCarthy; N.
c. Battery, Capt. B. C. Hanly. .Artillery losll: k, 5: w,
21: 11I.2=_
A.!ODB1lllOIf'1I lJIVllllOlf, III~.-Gen. Richard H. Andel'llOu.

,,""-,a Brit/tUk, Brlg.-Gen. Cadmm M. Wlleox: 8th
.Ala~ OoL Y. L. Roy"ton (W), Lieut.-Col. H. A. Herbert;
9th AI&., M~. J. H. J. WlRlams: 10th Ala., Col. William
H. Forney; 11th Ala., Col. J. C. C. Bander": uth Ala.,
001. L. Pinckard (wI. Brigade Ion: k, on; w, m; m, 111
~ 11I5. "rigll". BrlflGde, Brlg.-Gen. A. R. Wright: ad
Ga.., ~. J. F. Jouet! (WI. <.:apt. C. H. Andrews; 22d Ga..
Ueut.-CoL J. Wasden; 4llth Ga., Lleut.-<.:ol. R. W. Cars
well; til Gs. BattRUon, Maj. George W. Ron. Brigade
1._: k, 25: W, m = 2IIll. JlttAorae'a Brit/tJth, Brig.-Gen.
WIlUam KabODe: 8th Va.. Col. GMrge T. Rogen; 12th
Va., Lleat.-<.:ol. E. III. Feild; 15th Va., Lleut.-<.:ol. B. O.
WhltebMd; 4.111t Va.. Col. WilUam A. Parham: 81llt Va.,
CoL V. D. Groner. BrI«&de 1011II: k, U; w, 1M; m, 11'1 =
258. 1"f»q'. Brigade. BrIIt.-Gen. Camot POlleY: 12th
...... Lleat.-Col. M. B. Harrill (wI. IIIpJ. B. B. Thom... ;

18th lIIiss., Col. 8amnel E. Baker; Il1th lII1Bll., Col. N. H.
Harrll; 4llth lIIi.... (',(II. JOIItlph III. Jayne (W). Brigade
10M: k,'l; w,lM; m,811=2lIO. Pert'l/a Brigade, Brlg.
Gen. E •.A. Perry: 2d Fla•• --; &th Fla..--; lltItFla.,
--. BriRade 10M: k, 21; w, 88= 1011. Artuu,.", LleuL
Gol. J. J. Garnett: Va. Battery, Capt. C. R. Grandy; Va.
Battery (Lewis's), Llent. Nathan Penick; La. Battery.
Capt. Victor lIIaurln: Va. Battery, <.:apt. Joseph D.
lIfoore. Artillery lOllS: k, 1; w, 18= U.
~BTILLB1lr BESEBVE.

AlI!zfJntkfJa BaUalio". Col. E. P. Alexander: Va. Bat;.
tery (Eubank'a); Va. Battery (Jordan'sl: La. Battery
(lII00dy's); Va. Battery (Parker'a); B. C. Battery
(Rhett'81: Va. Battery (Woolfolk's). Battalion 10M: k,
8; w, lIli; m,21=62. Wa.AiJIf/WA (LG,) ArlUkrJ/, CoI.J.
B. Walton: 1st Co. (Bqu1rell'a); 2d Co. (Richardson'") ; 3d
Co. (Miller's); dh Co. (Eahleman'II). BattRUon 10RII: Jr.
'; w,8; m,S3=&a_

SECOND ARl\IY CORPS, Lleut.·Gen. ThomM J. Jack·
"on 1m wI, lIIaj.-Oen. Ambrose P. UUl (w). Brlg.-Gen. R.
E. Rodell, lIf",.-Gen. Jamea E. B. 8tuart. Btall' 10M: II:.
2: w,S=6.
LIGHT DIVI8IOII. III~.-Gen. Ambrose P. HilI, Brlg.-Hen.

Henry U"th (W), Brlg.-Gen. William D. Pender
(w), Brlg.-Gen. Jame8 J. Archer. Stall' 1oI!ll: k. 2:
w,2={.

HdA'. Bri{Jade, Brlg.-Gen. Henry H ..th. CoL J. III•
BrockenbrouII(h: Mlth Va., Col. J. lIf. Brockenbl'Oulth.
Lieut.-Col. F. W. Cox (w), Capt. T. E. Betts; {'1th V....
Col. Robert M. lIIayo: IIIIth Va., Col. Franclll lIIallory (k),
Llellt.-Col. WillialD B. CbrItltlan (WI, M~• .A. D. Baunders
(k). Llcnt. R. L. WllI1Rms, IIIpJ. Evan Rice; 22d Va. Bat
talton, Lieut.·CoI. E. P. Tayloe. Brigade lOllS: k, 83; w.
270= 803. TlwmUII'. Brigad~, Brill(.-Gen. E. L. ThollllUl:
uth Ga., CoL R. W. Folsom; 35th Ga.. Capt. John Duke:
uth Oa.. L1ent.-Col. W. L. Grice; '9th Ga., lIIaj. 8. T.
Player. Brigade 10M: k, 21; w,ll111=t'1'1. LaM'a Bri
gad#!, Brll(.-Gen. James H. Lane: '1th N. C., Col. E. G.
.Ha~·wood (W), L1eut.-Col. J. L. Hill (k),lIIaj. WlIliam L.
Davidson (W). Capt. N. A. Pool; 18th N. C., Co\. TholDft8
J. Purdie (kl, Lleut.-<.:ol. Forney George (w), III~. John
D. Barry; 28th N. C•• CoL 8. D. Lowe, <.:apt. Edward F.

I IJeul.-Oeo. .1.._ LooptTeet, with Hood'8 "OIl Plckett·s dlvltlion8 and Deariog's BOd HeDry'a artillery battalIons,
.........t In 8onu>_teru Virginia.

, Tbe dub lodicatea th..t the name of the commanding olllcer bas not been found In ~e " Olllcia! Reoord8."-EDITORS.
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Lovfll; 38d N. c., CoL Clark 1\1. Avery (w), Capt. Joaeph
H. 8aunden; 87th N. C., CoL W. M. Barbour (w). Bri
gnde 1088: k,161: w,626; m,1~2=909, McGowan'. Bri
gade, Brig.-Gen. 8amuel McGowan (W), Col, O. E.
ELl wardR (w), CoL Abnl'r Perrin, Col. D. H. Hamilton:
18t 8. C. (Prov. Army), Col. D. H. Hamilton, Capt. W. P,
8hooter; 18t B. C. RIlles, Col. Jame8 M. Perrin (ID wi,
Liont.-Col. F. E. Harrl80u; 12th 8. C., --; 13th 8. C.,
Col, O. E. Edwards, Lieut.-Col. B. T. Brockman; ath B.
C., Col. Abner Pl·rr!n. Brigade 1088: k,llI; w,(02: m,
7='-56. Arclur'. Brigade, Bri/(.-Gen. James J. Archer,
Col. B. D. Fry: 13th Ala., Col. B. D, Fry; sth Ala. Bat
talion, Capt. B. D. Btewart (kl, Capt. A. N. Porter; 18t
Tenn.IProv. Army), Llent.-Col, N. J. George: 7th Tenn.,
Lleut.-Col. John A. Flte; ath Tenn.. Col.W1lllam McCom b
(W), Capt. R. C. WIOOn. Brigade 1088: k, u; w, 306; m,
16 ='365. P~nd~r'. Bri.gad~, Brig.·Gt'n. W. D. Ponder:
13th N. C., (',01. Alfred M. Scale8 (w), Lieut.-eoL J, H.
Hyman; 16th N. C., CoL John B. McElroy (W), IJeut.
Col. William A. Btowe (wj ; 22d N. C., I.Ieut,-Col. Chris. C.
Cole (II); 3uh N. C., --; 38th N. C., Lieut.-Col. John
Ashford. Brigade 10118: k, 1111; W, 15117; m, lIS = 751.
AriUlery, Col. R. L. Walker, MlIJ. William J. Pt'gmm: II.
C, Batter)', Capt. E. B. BrnnROn; Va. Batter)' (Cren
ahaw's), IJeut. John H. Chamberlayne; Va. BaUery,
capt. Grel'nlec Davidson (m W); Va. Battery, Lieut.
Joaeph McGraw; Vn. BattlOry, Capt. E. A. Marye.
Artl11ery 108S : II, 5: w, 28 = 33.
D. H. mLL'8 DlVI810N, Brlg.-Geu. R. E. Rode8, Brlg.-Gen.

B. D. Ramlll'nr.
Batk.'. Bri.gad~, Brlg.-Gen. R. E. Rodes, Col. E. A.

O'Neal (w), Col. J. M. Hall: 3d Ala., Capt. M. F. Bon
hllm; Sth Ala., Col. J. M. Hall, Lleut,-Col. E. L. HobllOu
(WI, Capt. W. T. Ruru8 1m W), Cal't. T. M. RIlI'Y; 6th
Als., Col. JameR N. Lightfoot; 12th Ala., Col. Ilamnt'l
B. Plcken8; 26th Ala., Col. E. A. O'Neal, IJeut.-Col. John
B. Garvin (W), Lieut. M. J. Taylur. Brlltade 1088: k, 90;
W, 1138; ro, 188=816. colq"ilr. Bri.gad~, Erlg.-Gen. A.
H. Colquitt: 6th Ga.. CoL John T. Lotton; 19th Ga., Col.
A. J. Hutchln8; 2Sd Ga., Col. Emory F. Bt'8t; 27th U,•. ,
Col. C. T. Zachry; 28th Ga., Col. Tully Graybill. Brigade
108s: k, 9; w, 128; m, 312='49. namB~"'·'. Brlgad~,

Brlg.-Oen. 8. D. Uaw8Cur (W), Col. F. M.Parkl'r: 2dN. C.,
Col. W. R. Cox (w); Uh N. C., Col. Bryan Grimes; 14th
N. C., Col. R. T. Bpnnett; 30th N. C.. Col. F. M. Parkl'r.
BrlKnde loa.: k. 151: W, S29; m, 108 = 788. Dola'. Brl
gad~, Brlg.-Geu, George Dolell: 'th Ga., Col. Phll111
Coull (WI, Lieut.-Col. D. R. E. Wlnn; 12th Gn.. Col.
Edward Willis; 21st Ga., Col. J. T. Ml'rl'er: '4th Gil.,
Col.J.B.ERw.R. R.1KDdeloss: k,66; w,3(3; m,28='37.
Ifler.rJn'. Brj.gad~, BrIK.-Gpn. Altr..d l\'I'I'Ron: Mh N.
C., Col. ThomM M. ORlTctt (WI, Lll'ut.-C<J1. J. W. Ll'n
(w), MI\!. WlIlIlun J. Hill (w), C2Illt. II. B. West; 12th N.
C., Mil,). D. P. Rowe (k', Lleut.,Col. H. D. John8ton; 20th
N. C., Col. T. Jo'. Toon Iw), IJent.-('ol. NI'180n 810UKh; 2Sd
N. C., Col. D. H. Chrl8tip. Brigade IUM: II, 67 ; 'w, 330;
00, 73 = '70. ArtUlery, Lll'ut.-Col. T. H. Carter: Ala.
Battery, Capt. Wllllllm J. Rl\eBC; Ya. Batter)', Capt. W.
P. Carter; Va. Bllttery, Capt. C. W. Fry; Va. Battery,
Capt. R. C. M. Page. Artillery 10RR: k, 9; 00, 37 =16.
BABLY'S DIVISION, MI\!.-Gen. Jullal A. Ear!.\'.

Gordon', Bri.gar1~,Brig.-Oen. Juhn B. Gordon: 13th Gil.,
--; 26th Ga., --; 31st Gil., --; 38th Oa., --;
60th Gil.• --; 61Rt Ga., --. Brljtnde 1088: k, 16;
W, a5 = 161. Hok~', Brlgu,'", Brlg.-Gen. Robt']'t F.
Hoke (w): 6th N. C., --; 21st N. C.. --; Mth N.
C.,--: S7th N.C.,--; 1st N. C. Battalion --.
Brigade 10Rs: k, 35: w. 195 =230. Smith'. Bri.gad~,

Brlg.-UI'II. William 8mlth: 13th Va.. --: '9th Va.,
--'; 52d Va., --; 58th Va., Col. F, H. BolU'd. Bri
gade 108s: k, 11; w, 75= 86. Hay". Bri.gad~, Bri/(.-Gell.
Harry T. Ha}'8: sth Ln., --; 6th La., --; 7tb La.,
--; 8th La.. --; 9th La., --. nrl!C8de 1088: k,
63; w, _ = 369. ArtUlery, Lleut.·Col. R. B. Andrews:
Md. Battery (Brown'8); Va. Battery (Carpenter'8); Md.
Battery IDement'8); Va. Battcry (Dollle'8), Artillery
IOR8 (not reported).

TBIJIBLB'B DIVIBION, Brig.-Gen. R. E. ColatoD.
F'r.' Brigade, Brig.-Gen. E. F. Paxton til), CoL J. H. 8

Funk: !ld Va., Col. J. Q. A. Nadenbouach; 'th Va.. H~.
WllUam Tl'rry; sth Va., Col. J. H. B. Funk, Ueut.-C...L
H. J. Wllliam8; 21th Va., Col. J. K. EdmondllOu rWj,
Lieut.-Col. D. M. Shriver; lI3d Va., Col. A. SpenKlfOT.
Brigade 1088: k. M; w, 'lIO; m,9 ='83 8«fmd Brl9ad",
Brlg.-Gen. J. R. Jonea, Col. T. B. Garnctt (11), Col. A. to.
Vandeventer: 2lat Va., Callt. John B. I\loseley; ~ Va_.
IJeut.-CoI. R. W. Wlthera; uth Va., M~. N. Cobl>, Capt.
Tbom8oll R. Bnckner; "'th Va., Col. T. 8. Garnt>tt. ~lIj.

081'M White; 60th Va., CoL A, S. Vandenoter, MnJ. L
J. Perkins, Capt. Fronk W. Kelly. Brigade lou: k, 52:
w,'~='72. Thi.rdBrlgad~(Co1l!ton'8I,Col.E.T.H. War·
ren (wI, CoL T. V. WIlliam8 (w), L1eut.-eo1. 8. D. ThMl..
ton (w), IJeut.-CoL H. A. Brown: lilt N. C., C~l. J. A_
McDowell (wj; 3d N. C., Lieut.-Col. B. D. Thrn8ton; loth
Va., Col. E. T. H. Warren, IJcnt.-CoL 8. T. Wailler (k),
MI\!. J08hua 8tover (k), Capt. A. H. Bmal8; 2Sd Va••
IJeut.-Col. 81meon T. Walton; 87th Va., Col. T. V. WIll
lam8. BriKDde 1088: II, 128: w, liIN; m, 80 = 802. FowrlA
Brigad~. Brig.-lJen. F. T. Nleholl8 (W), CoL J. H. Will
lam8: 18t La., Capt. E. D. Willett; !ld La., Col. J. M. Will
lam8, L1eut.-Col. R. E. Burke: lOth La., L1ent.-eo1. Jobn
M. Legett (k); ath La., Lieut.-CoL D. ZRble; Istb LB.,
Capt. William C. Michie. Brlltade 1()(O8: k, '7; ...., 2lIIl;
m,10=828. Arlilln-II, Llent.-eol. H. P. Jooce: Va.
Battery, Capt. J. HI'D. Carrington; Va. Battery
(Garber'8), LIl'tlt. AlexaUller H. Fultz: Va. Battery,
Capt. W. A. Tanner; La. Battery, capt. C. Tbompeon.
Artillery 1088 (not reported).
ARTILLERY JlE8ERVE, CoL 8. Crutl'hlleld.

BI'01M1'. Battalio", Col. J. Thompson Brown: Va. Bat
tery (Brooke'81; Va, Battl'ry (Dance'al; Va. BattfOry
(Groham'8); Va. Battery (Hnpp',,); Va. BaUfOry
(tlmlth'8); Va. Battery (Wataon'8). Battalion 1.- (not
relloried). HeIn/o.h'. Baliolion, MlIJ. D. G. 1\Idotoah:
Ala. Battery (Hnn'8), Va. Battery (Johnson'Il); Va.
Battery (Luak's); Vn. Batter)' (WoodJng's). Battalion
1088 (not reported).

RESERVE ARTILLERY, Brlg.-Gen. W1lllnm N. Pen·
dleton. Sumler (Ga.) BaUalio.. , L1eut.-eoI. A. 8. Cutt,,:
Battery A (RoM's); Battery B (Patterson'8); Battery C
(Wlngfll'ld'8). Battalion 1088: w, 3. l\'~lMn&'. BoI14li_,
Lieut.-Col. WllUnm Nel8On: Va. Battery (Klr1rplltric!l:'''I;
VII. Battery (MR88Ie'8); Ga. Batter)' (MIlIl'dgt"8). Bat
taHon 10M Inot reporiedl.

CAVALRY, MI\!.-Gl'u. Jaml'l8 E. B. Btuart.
S"etJRd Brigad~. Brig.-Gl'u. Fitzhugh Lee: 18t Vo••

--; 2d Va.,--; 3d Vn.,Cal. Thoma8 H. Owen; nh
Vn., Col. Wllllam8 C. Wickham. Brigade 10t\8: k. ,: ,..,
7 = 11. Third Brigad~ (1'\I~lCed In real8tlnjt •• the I'ton....
man raid "), Brlg.-Gl'n. W, H. F. Lee: 2d N. C.. Li..ut.,
Col. William H. Pa)'ue; sth Ya., Col. Tbomall L. ROl" ..r:
9th Va., Col. R. L. T. Beale; 10th Va., --; 13th Ya..
Col. John R. Chamblls8, Jr.; 15th Va., --. BrilfBd..
1088 (llot reported). HOrft ArtUkry, MoJ. R. F. B.-cl;,
Imm: Va. Battery, Capt. M. N. Moorman; Ya. Battery,
Callt. Jame8 Breatbl'd; Va. Ratt..ry, Capt. Wllllam M.
MI'Gn'KQr. Hor8e Art1l1ery lou: k, ': w.6=10.

Tbe totall08d of the Confed..rat.. Army, baLoed malnl.'·
upon the reportR of brl~e "nd dl\'1810n ('ommande.....
n.ggt'('g"wd IM9 killed, 9106 wonuded, aud 1708 CIlptured
or mI8llIu/(= 12,"l3.

The retUrn otIlle Armyof Northern Vlrl(inla for Marrb
31st, 1863 (" Official Rl'eord8," Vol. XXY., Pt. II., I). 8lIG'.
Rhow8 an " ..Jfl'ctlve total" of all arllls of S7,1t2. To thl"
number thl're 8hould be ndded fbI' net Inl'rt'aac during
till" montb of April, a period of " n'8t aod rel'rnltlnA'." of
}lcrhap8 3000, and 8&)' 1600 for thl' l"ellerve artlll..ry ot
JRI'kaon'8 OOrp8, not reported on thl' return tor Karrh.
TblR addition 'giVe8 a total of 61,612. Then. deductln~
Hampton'8 hrigade of cavalry, rcl'rait1nK sooth ot tll('
Jame8 River, and numbering, perhap8,1600, the eJrl'cth'"
forr!' of Lee'8 Army on the Rappa.bannOl'k may be
est1ma~ at not 16811 than 60,000, with probably 1711
plel'e8 of artillery,



HOOKER'S APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL.

BY CHARLES 1". BENJAMIN. J

"'lTTHEN, after the Mud Mat'ch t that succeeded
VV the disaster of Fredericksburg, General

Burnside, in a fit of humiliation, telegraphed to
Washington requesting, for the second time, to be
I'l."lieved, the question of his successot' was already
being considered as a probability. Though stung
by the loud call that went up for McClellan from
the army that had twice met disaster aftet' part
ing with him, the cabinet were not shaken in the
condnsion that McClellan must not be restored, for
the jocund Seward, equally with the patient Lin
coln, drew the line at B military dictatorship, such
lIB would be virtually implied by a second restora
tion, under such pressure. But while firm, the
anthorities were circumspect, and concluded that
it would not be prudent to increase the tension
bE>tween themselves and a possible prretorian
eamp by sE'nding an outsider to take the com
mand from Burnside. Subject to this conclusion,
General Halleck and Secretary Stanton favored the
transfer of Rosecrans, fot' whom McClellan might

be expected to say a good word to supplement his
inherent strength as a t'epeatedly victorious com
mander; but it was then thought injudicious to
put another Western man in command.

The choice being narrowed to the Army of the
Potomac, a process of exclusion began. Franklin
was under a cloud [see note, p. 216] and was con
sidered out of the question; Sumner had many
qualifications, but his age and growing feebleness
were beyond remedy; Couch was 1\ possible second,
and still more likely third choice; and, briefly, the
selection was found to lie among Hooker, Reynolds,
and Meade.+ The first-named had a strong popu
lar lead, but General Halleck, backed by the
Secretary of War, contended that there were rea
sons of an imperative character why he should not
be intrusted with an independent command of so
high a degree of responsibility. Stress was laid
upon the fact that in the dispositions for the attack
on Marye's Heights, General Burnside, who at that
time could have had no valid motivE' for jealousy

1The writer of this paper occupied J'eIlponslble and lu that eveulng making tho roads ImpMsable for pon
eonftdmttal pollttlons at the headquartel'8 of the Army toou wagons, and after severnl attempts to haul the
of the Potomac and In the War Department.- EDITORS. boats to the river by hand the movement was ablin-
t In hie olllctal report of the Rappahannock campaign, doned. The arttllery and wagons became mired, and

GeneralBurnsldesays: "I made four d18t1nct attemI.t"', thtl army, with all of its necessary material, was In
""tween November 9th, 1862, aud January 2llth, 1863. fact foot-tl\8t In the solt. clay~y soli that abounds In
The ft",t failed for want of pontoons; the second WM that I'l."1P0n. In a deJeoted mood the army splashed
tbe battle ot Fred...riclrsburg; the third wlUlStopped by back to Its old camps around Falmouth. Bee also p.
Ibe President; and the fourth WIUl defeated by the ele- 118.- EDITORS.
m~nt" or other eaWlell. After the IBllt attempt to move +I ha\-e heeu told recently, on bcarsay testimony,
( ...."". on .Janltary 2llth.l863, relteved of the command of that Bed~wlckwas sounded and said he ought not to be
the Anny of the Potomac." The fourth attempt men- appoInted he('au86 he was a McClellan man. I ne\'er
tinned by General Burnside h88 plUl8ed Into hIstory IUl beard t.hat Sedgwick was ever proposed 88 suooessor to
the" Mud March." The pIau WIUl to move Franklin's Burnside. Rnd I cannot believe It. knowing the Um
two rorpe, or the uft Grand DivIsion, to Bauks'A Ford, iUd though WILMll regard of Secretary Btanton for btm.
wht'J'e Franklin was to Cl'OBll and seize the heights on Btaut.on always spoke ot Sedgwick as a brave, thorou~h
the ri.....!' road north of tho Orange Turnptke. Franklin goln~ 801diet·, wbo 8tahl In camp, gavc Washington ..
WIUI to be IIUpported by Hooker aud Bumner, with tbo wide berth, and did not Intrigue against his superiors;
Ct-nter and Right Graud Dtvlslonll. Fmnkltn and but I never heard him attribute to Bedgwlck su....h high
Hooker marched from their camps I1nd bivouacked qualltles for a great command I1S ho Imputed to some
near Banke's Ford on January 20th; bnta ruin storm set other olllool'8 otthat arroy.-C. F. B.
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HOOKER'S APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL.

of Hooker, had intl'llllted him with no important
part, although he W8S present on the field aud of
equal rank with Sumner and Frauklin, to whom the
Retive duties of the battle were assigned. President
Lincoln apparently yielded to the views of those in
eharge of the military department of affairs, and
thereupon Halleck confidentially inquired of Rey
nolds if he was prepared to accept the command.
Reynolds replied that he expected to obey all lawful
orders coming to his hands, but as the communi
eation seemed to imply the possession of an option
in himself, he deemed it his duty to say frankly
that he could not accept the command in a volnn
tary sense, unless a liberty of action should be
guaranteed to him considerably beyond any which
he had reason to expect. He was thereupon
dropped, and the choice further and finally re
stricted to Hooker and Meade, with the chances II

hundred to one in favor of the latter by reason of
the fixed conviction of the Secretary of War that the
former onght not to be chosen in any contingency.
Stanton knew that there were two Hookers in the
same man. He knew one as an excellent officer,
mentally strong, clever and tireleas, and charming
(almost magnetic) in address. It was the other
Hooker on whom he wished to take no chances.

Hooker and Meade were in camp, attending to
BUch military duties as the lull of action gave oc
casion for, neither having taste nor talent for
intrigue, each aware that" something" was afoot,
but both supposing that the ferment concerned
Hooker and Reynolds, and, possibly, some third
man beyond the lines of the army. But there
were men about Hooker who believed in, and
hoped to rise with him, and who, at all events,
could afford to take the chances of succeas or fail
ure with him; and these men were rich in personal
and external resources of the kinds needed for the
combination of politieal, financial, and social forces
to a common end. By their exertions, such influ
ences had been bU8y for Hooker ever since the
recent battle, grelltlyaided by the unselfish labor
of earnest men who believed that Hooker's military
reputation (the pugnacious disposition implied in
his popular cognomen of "Figbting Joe") and his
freedom from suspicion of undue attachment to the
fortunes of General McClellan, pointed him out as
the man for the occasion by the unerring processes
of natural selection. The attitude and character
of the Secretary of War, however, jU8tified nothing
but despair until connection was made with a
powerful faction which had for its object the ele
vation of Mr. Chase to the Presidency at the end of
Mr. Lincoln's term. Making every allowance for
the strength and availability of Mr. Chase, B8

against Mr. Lincoln or any other civilian candi
date, his friends did not conceal from themselves
that the general who should conquer the rebellion
would have the disposal of the next Presidency,
and they were on the lookont for the rijtht mili
tary alliance when they eame into communication
with Hooker's friends and received their assur
an~ that, if it should be his good fortune to
bring the war to a Bucceasful close, nothing could
possibly indnce him to accept other than military
honors in recognition of his semces. General

Hooker thereupon became the candidate of Mr.
Chase's frienda. Hooker probably knew of these
dickerings. Certainly Stanton did, throngh a friend
in Chase's own circle.

As soon B8 Burnside's tenure of the command
had become a qnestion rather of houra than of
days, new efforts were made to win over the Sec
retaryof Will', but necessarily without avail, bE'
caU8e, apart from any personal considerations that
may have had place in his mind, he had certain con
victioU8 on the subject of a kind that strong m('n
never abandon when once formed. At this critical
moment the needed impulse in the direction of
Hooker was supplied by a person of commanding
influence in the councils of the Administration,
and Mr. Lincoln directed the appointment to be
made. [See Lincoln's letter to Hooker, p. 216.]

Mr. Stanton's first conclnsion was that he shonld
resign; his second, that duty to his chief and the
public forbade his doing so; his third, that Hooker
must be loyally snpported so long a8 there was the
least cbance of his doing anything with the army
placed in his keeping. This latter resolntion hl'
faithfully kept, and GE'nl'ral Hookl'r, who soon
bad occasion to know the facts connected with
his appointml'nt, was both surprised and touchl'd
by the generoU8 conduct of his 18tely implacable
opponent.

Mr. Chase found bis situation B8 sponsor for the
new commander embarraasing. As a member of
tbe cabinet he could freely express his views with
reference to any military qUl'Btion coming up for
cabinet discussion, and upon any mattl'r introduced
to him by the Pn.>sident he had fair opportunity of
making a dl'sired impression; but furthl'r than
this he could not directly go without diaelosing a
personal iutereRt inconsistent with his plaee and
duty. Yet the circumstances connected with the
appointment of Hooker made it impt'ratively nl'eel!
sary that the influence of Mr. Chase should be
exerted in respect of matters that could not for
mally come to him for consideration, although,
on the other hand, tbey could not safely be in
trnsted wholly to the keeping of a suspicious and
probably hostile War Department. FortunatE'ly
for the perplexed statesman, the influence that
had proved sovereign when the balance had hung
in suspense between Hooker and Meade was 8Bfely
and wholly at his service, and, being again resortl'd
to, provided a modlUl ~il'ftdi so long as one '11'88

needed. Out of all these anomalies a col'l't'spond
ence resulted between Mr. ChM41 and General
Hooker, the publieation of whieh is historically
indispensable to the saying of the final word on
the leading events of Mr. Lincoln's administratiou.

When General Hooker telegraphl'd to Wuhing
ton that be had brought bis army back to the north
side of the river, because he eould not find rooD!
for it to fight at ChancelloMlville, President Lin
coln graBpt'd General Hallock llnd startl'd for the
front pos~haste. He would likl'wiae have takl'n
the Secret.ary of War, in his anxiety, but for the
obvious indelicacy of the lattf>r's appt'arance bE'fore
Hooker at snch a moment. Mr. Lincoln went back
to Waahington that night, enjoining upon Halleoek
to remain till he knew .. everything." Hallt!C!k
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Wall a keen lawyer, and the reluctant. generals and
1lta1!-officers had but poor success in stopping any
where short of the whole truth. When he got
back to his post, a conference of the President and
Reeretary of War with himself was held at the
War Department, whereat it was concluded thl!.t
both the check at Chancellorsville and the retreat
were inexcusable, aud that Hooker must not be in
trusted with the conduct of another battle. Hal
leck had brought a message from Hooker to the
effect that as he had never sought the command,
he could resign it without embarrassment, and
would be only too happy if, in the lIew arrange
ment, he could have the command of his old
diviBion and so keep in a<Jtive service.

The friends of Mr. Chase considered that the
fortunes of their leader were too much bound up
with Hooker to permit of the latter's ignominious
removal and, although the President had learned
much that he did not dream of at the time he
parted company with the War Department in the
JJlJ\tter of appointing a suocessor to Burnside, the
Treasury faction had grown so powerful that he
could not eonaent to a ruptllre with it, and a tem
porizing poliey was adopted all around, whioh
General Couoh, commander of the Seoond Corps,
all unconsciously, nearly spoiled by contemptu
ously refWling to serve any longer under Hooker,
despite an abject appeal to him by Hooker not to
leave the army. )

General Lee's invasion of Pennsylvania broke
up the nearly intolerable situation, and Hooker's
diligent and skillful management of his army
rapidly brought matters baok to tbe hopeful state

) General F. ..L Walker lIayl In hill ..BlIltory ot the
8ecoDd Anny Corps" (pp. 26lI-W) :

•. One of tbe .....ulLa of the ('Iumcellol'llvtlle campaign .... I

"hau..,iIl the IlOmmand of the !leeond Corpa. Oeneral Couch
hacl felt ontra«ed In every ner..-e anti fiber or hla belnlf by
the contlnct or General Hooker from tbe lot to tbe lith of
Xay.•.•

.. ~ot that General Conob .... alone In thlo feellnl!', ..hlcll
..... lhared by nearly an tbe commanllel'll of the army; butat
once bla Bature .. a mu and blo pooltlon .. tbe aenlor corpo
eommauder made him peculiarly the opokeoman In tbe rep·
.......ntatloll.and remonstTancea addrellMd to O~neralHooker.
. _ • anll ..heu IlOnsulW by Preollient Lincoln on tbe 22,1 of
Xa)' he ath_1 tbat Oeo....1 X_Ie should be placed 10 com
man". statlnl!' that hI' blmself ..ould ha..-e jfrt'at pl.....aure In
....r ..inlf undrr that omce... thoulfb oenlor to him. Totbeoulr·
,....Mtlon of hlo own luoceMlon to the commanll Oeoeral Couch
nto","" a ftrm and lIinllere nelflUve.•..

.. 1B t.llia aplrlt [havtnlf loat cooftdenoe In B onkerJ. w1th
pain 10el<1'I"I'Mlble, Ol'lIeral COllch ask...1 to be r"lIeveti from
foMhrr 1et""lco wttb the Anny of the Potomac."- EDrroBL'On the 5th or .June General Booker aent to the
PrMldent D long dlapatch, to which Mr. Lincoln repUed
011 the MDJe day. Theile commnnteBtlona throw an
Interetltlng I1gbt on Hooker'a relatlona with the Ad
mlnlJltraUon. Afttoratattng h1a IlUIlplelon that Lt'e W88
about to nndortall:e an &ggnlllllive movement, Hooker
..a}-.. :

•• AJI I am liable to be call...1 ou to make a mo,-emeot with
tbe ot_, promptitulle. 1 1188lre tbat 1 may be luformed ..
.....Iy sa practicable of the ..-Iews of the Uovernmeot coocern
IIIIr thIa army. 1:o,ler IllItructlooM from the major-I!'elleral
t:IODI.IDaudlnc the army. tlaW.fanWlry 3lat, lam IlIstrncted to
• keep to vtew alwayo tbe Importance of covering W..hlolfton
....d Harper'. Ferry. eltbl'r dlreeUy or by 80 OpeJ'llt1n1f .. tll
be able to poolob auy force of the enemy oeDt agaIDOt them.'
In the e..-ent tho enemy .hoold move, .. 1 almost anticipate
lie ..m. tile bead of hlo colomn ..Ill probably be headed
towanl tile Potomae. ftA Gordon...llle or Culpeper, wWle

they were in before the late battle.' But Mr. Stan
ton was determined that the deliberate deeision
of the council of war, held after Halleck's retum
from the front, should not be set aside, Rnd he
was now the master of the situation. Hooker was
so full of hope and energy that severe measures
had to be resorted to in order t() wring from him
that tender of resignation deempd to be necessary
to enable his supportt'rs at Washington to keep on
outward terms with the Administration. When it
did oome, the impending battle was evidently so
olose at hand thRt the Seoretary of War was seized
with the fear that, either by accident or design,
the chauge of command to General Meade would
not be effected in time to avoid the very contin
genoy aimed at by the change. At the last mo
ment, the President too became alarmed, and
there was another conference at the Department
to settle the means of insuring the transfer.

Duplicate copies of the President's order, ohang
ingtbe command, were made, authenticated by the
signature of the adjutant-general and addressed,
severally, to Generals Hooker and Meade. General
James A. Hardie, cbief of the staff of the Secretary
of War, and a personal friend of both the otlcers
conoerned, was then oalled into the conterenee
room and directed to start at once for Frederiek
City and, without disclosing his presence or busi
nesB, make his way to General Meade Rnd give
him to understand that the order for him to as
sume the oommand of the army immediately was
intended to be as unquestionable and peremptory
as any that a soldier could receive. He was
then, as the representative of the President, to

tbe rear ".\11 re.t on FrederlcksbDrg. After IlIving the
.ubject my beot reftect1oD, 1 am of opinion that It Ie my dDty
to pitch loto his rear. although 10 80 doing the bead of his
column may reacb Warreoton before 1 cau return. WUllt be
..Ithln tbe IIIJlrlt of my InltrucUous to do OIlt In view of
tbe... contemplated movemenLa of the enemy. 1 canoot too
forcibly Impreaa upon the mlo,1 of Hlo Excellency. the PTeaI
den~ the neceaelty of having ono commaBlter for all of the
troop" whOle operationa 010 llave an Intluellce on thoae of1_'. army. Under the prllll8Dt system, aU Independent com·
manllel'll are In IllDOrallce of the mO"ementa of the othel'll ; at
18lUlt ouch 10 my altuatlon. I trnat tbat 1 may not be con·
aldered lu the ..ay to thl. arranlfement.... It Is a poo\lloo 1
do not Ilealre, aUlI only ouggest It, II' I feel tbe neoea.lty for
concert a ....,,11 ... vigorous action. It I. oecessal'Y for me
to say this much that my motive. may not be ml.und8l'lltood.
.fOlK.... HOOKIlIt, Major.Ueneral."

PJ'eIlIdent LlnCOln'8 reply 18 88 tolloW8 :
.. WA8HIlfGTO:-l, .fonl' lith. 1863, 4 ... II. - XAJOR.GBJlERAL

HOOKKK: YOUi'll of to.liIy .... recel..-...I an hour ago. 80
mocb of prof"""lonai military skill I. requlalte to an...rer It
that 1 bave torned Ule task ov~r to General Halleck. He
promloe. to perform It with his utm08t care. I ha\"e but one
Idea whlcb I think ..orth sUKlfeatlol!' to yoo, and that Is. In
cue you find Lee comIng to the DOrtll of the Rappabanuool<,
1 ..ollid by uo meao. ero... tD the .outh of It. If he ohollid
lea..-e a rear force at Frederlckabnrg, temptlog yon to fan
upon It. It would tight In lotrenchments and bavl' you at d ...
ad'·antA«e, and 110, man for man, wont ron at that potllt~

..hlle his malo force woul'lln IIOme way be Il"ttlol!' an ad..-an·
ts"" of you north..ard. In one ..ortl. 1 would not take aDy
I1sk or belnlf entanlrled upon the river. like an ox jumped
I,alf over a fence. ancillable to be torn by doprs froot and rear
..lthout • fBlr cbance to jfOre one "Ry or kick the otber. If
Lee ..ould come to my aide of the river, 1 ..ould keep 00 the
.ame .Ide and filfbt him or act on the defen.... accordlnll' ...
mllrht be my estimate of hlo ..trenlflh relatively to my own.
Bot these are mere sugllestloo., wblch I dealre to be OOB
troll...1 by tbe jodjfment of youraelf and General Halleck. A.
LIlICOLll,"- EDrroBB.



HOOKER '5 APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL.

JUJOR-GKNBRAL GBORGS G. MSADB. FROM A PHOTOORAPH.

take General Meade to the headquarters of General
Hooker and transfer the command from the latter
to the former. General Hardie ml\nifested some
reluctance to doing his appointed task in the pre
scribed mannE'r, but Mr. Stanton sententiously
remarked that in this case the manner was of the
substance of the matter, to which Mr. Lincoln
added that he would take the responsibility upon
himself for any wound to the feelings of the two
generals, or of the bearer of the order. General
Hardie was supplied with passcs and orders to
facilitate his progress, and with money to buy his
way through to his destination if delayed or ob
structed on the road. If compe11ed by the immi
nency of capt,ure by Stuart's raiders to destroy his
papers, and he could still make his way through,
he '1'&8 to deliver verbally the order for the chang
ing of the command and supervise its execution.

General Hardie, in civilian's dress, reachE'd Fred·
erick in safety, and by diligent inquiry' &8certaint>tl
the w,hereabouts of General Meade's headquar
ters, several miles from town. By some o\'ersil'rht
at headquarters, no governor or pro\'ost-marl<hlll
had been appointed for the town, Bnd the stTt'E'IS
and all the roads It>ading to the camps WHI'
thronged with boisterous soldiers, more or Ic,s
filled with Mary'land whisky, and many of th"m
ripe for rudeness or mischief. By liberal nse ,'f
money he at last obtained a bum' and a driwr
who knew the roads; but hill progress throu~h

straggling parties of soldiers and trains of WBJtOIlS
was so slow, Bnd he was so often obli~l'd to appeal
to officers to secure passage and safety from one
stage to another, that the night '1'&8 far spent when
he reached Gt>neral Meade's headquarters and,
after Bome wrangling, penetrat~d to his t~nt.
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HOOKER'S APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL.

Meade was asleep, and when awakened was con
founded by the Bight of an omcer from the War
Department standing over him. He afterward
said that, in bis semi-stupor, his first thought was
t.hat he was to be taken to Washington in arrest,
though no reason occurred to him why he should
be. When he realized the state of affairs he became
much agitated, protesting against being placed
in command of an anny that was looking toward
Reynolds as the succe88or, if Hooker should be
displaced; referring to the personal friendship be
tween Reynolds and himself, which would make
the President's order an instrument of injustice to
both; urging the heaviness of the responsibility
so suddenly placed upon him in presence of the
enemy and when he was totally ignorant of the
positions and dispositions of the army he was to
take in charge; and strenuously objecting to the
requirement that he should go to Hooker's head
quarters to take over the command without being
IlQnt for by the commanding general, as McClellan
had sent for Burnside~ and Burnside for Hooker.
Meade proposed to Hardie that he should tele
graph to Stanton to be relieved from taking the
command, but Hardie told him that in the council
it had been assumed that he would wish to be ex
cused, that he would prefer Reynolds first and
anybody elae but himself afterward, and that he
might even deem it too late to displace Hooker;
but that, notwithstanding, it had been determined
that Hooker should be relieved, and by Meade
alone, and that it should be done immediately
upon Hardie's arrival. It was a mental relief to
the stern Secretary of War, when General Meade's
spontaneous utterances were reported to him, to
note that he had uttered no protest against Hook
er's being relieved of the command, even in whst
might almost be callen the presence of the enemy.
This silence on the part of a man so regardless
of himself, so regardful of others, Mr. Stanton
accepted 118 being, in itself, his complete vindica
tion.

After taking General Hardie's opinion, as a pro
fetlSional soldier, that he had no lawful discretion
to vary from tho orders given, horses and an escort
were ordered out and the party proceeded to gen
eml headquarters, some miles distant. J Hardie
undertook to break the news to Hookl'r, who did
not need to be told anything after seeing who his
visitors were. It was a bitter moml'nt to all, for
Hooker had construed favorably the delay in re
sponding to his tender of resignation, and could
not wholly mask the revulsion of feeling. General
Buttt'rfield, the chief of staff, between whom and
General Meade much coldness I'xisted, was called
in. aDd the four omcers aet themselves eamestly to
work to do the state some service by honestly
transferring the command and all that could help

to make it available for good. During the inter
view Meade unguardedly expressed himself as
shocked at the scattered condition of the army,
and Hooker retorted with feeling. Tension was
somewhat eased by Meade's insisting upon being
regarded as a guest at headquarters while General
Hooker was present, and by his requesting General
Butterfield, upon public grounds, not to exercise
his privilege of withdrawing with his chief; but
Hooker's chagrin and Meade's overstrung nerves
made the lengthy but indispl'nsable eonference
rather tr)'ing to the whole party.

When Reynolds heard the news, he dressed him
self with scrupulous care and, handsomelyattl'ndl'd,
rode to headquarters to pay his respects to the new
commandl'r. Meade, who looked Iikl' a wagon
master in the marching clothes he had hurriedly
slipped on when awakened in his tent, undl'rstooo
the motive of the act, and after the exchange of
salutations all Rround, he took Reynolds by the ann,
and, leading him aside, told him how surprising,
imperative, and unwl'lcome were the orders he hRd
received; how much he would have preferred the
choice to have fallen on Reynolds; how anxious he.
had been to see Reynolds and tell him these things,
and how helpless he should hold himself to be did
he not feel that Reynolds would give him the ear
nest support that he would have given to Rey
nolds in a like situation. Reynolds answered that,
in his opinion, the command had falll'n where it
belonged, that he was glad that such a weight of
responsibility had not come upon him, and that
Meade might count upon the best support he could
give him. Meade then communil'ated to Reynolds
all that he had leamedfrom Hooker and Butterfield
conl'erning the movements and positions of the
two armies, and hastily concerted with him a plan
of cooperation which rl'sulted in the fighting of
the battle of Gett)Osburg upon ground selected by
Reynolds.

During the aftl'moon the consultations wl're
ended, and, with the aid of the reprl'sl'ntative of
the War Department, the two generals nrl'w up the
orders that wl're to announce formally the change
of command. In the evening, standing in front of
the commanding gilnl'ral's tent. Gl'nl'ral Hookl'r
took leave of the omcera, soldiers, and civilians
attached to headquarters, and, amid many a" God
bless you, General!" got into the spring wagon
that was to convey him and General Hardie to the
railroad station, the fonner en route to Baltimorl',
the latter to Washington. When all WRS resdy for
the start, the throng about the vehicle respectfully
drew back as Meade approached with unl'overed
hl'ad; the two men took each othl'r by the hand,
some words passed between them in a low tone.
the wagon moved off, and Meade walked silently
into the tent just vacated by his predecl'ssor.

'* Meade WI18 mistaken In thinking tbat McClello.n hoo sent tor Burnside when the command wall turned
oVl'r to him. -C. F. B.

JHardie told lIIe that Mpooe at Il1st sl1ld. half l'layfully... Well. Pvc been tried lind condemned wtthout a
hearlDg. and I snppoll6 I sban have to go to executlon."-C. F. B.

""" ..... --'



LEE'S INVASION OF PENNSYLVANIA.

BY JAMES LONq8TREET. LIEUTF..NANT-GENERAL. C. Fl. A.

ONE night in the spring of 1863 I was sitting in my tent opposite Suffolk,
Virginia, when there came in a slender, wiry fellow about five feet eight,

with hazel eyes, dark hair and complexion, and brown beard. He wore a
citizen's suit of dark material, and except for his stooping shoulders was well
formed and evidently a man of great activity. He handed me a note from
Mr. Seddon, Secretary of War. That was my first meeting with the famous
scout, Harrison, who in his unpretending citizen's dress passed unmolested
from right to left through the Federal army, visited Washington City, ate
and drank with the Federal officers, Rnd joined me at Chambersburg with
information more 8A'curate than a force of cavalry could have secured.

While my command was at Suffolk, engaged in collecting supplies from
the eastern coasts of Virginia and North Carolina, General Burnside was
relieved and General Hooker put in command of the Federal Army of the
Potomac. General Lee was not expecting Hooker to move so early, and gave
me no warning until the Federals moved out to turn his left by Chancellors
ville. He then sent urgent demand for me, but it so happened that all my
trains were down on the eastern coasts, and I could not move my troops with
out leaving the trains to the enemy. I made haste to get them back as quickly
as possible, and the moment we got them within our lines I pulled up from
around Suffolk, and, recrossing the Blackwater, started back on my march to
join General Lee at Fredericksburg. Before we got to Richmond, however,
we received dispatches announcing the Confederate success. But with these
tidings of victory came the sad intelligence that General Stonewall Jackson
was seriously wounded, a piece of news that cast a deep gloom over the army.

On the 9th of May I joined General Lee at his headquarters at Fredericks
burg. At our first meeting we had very little conversation; General Lee
merely stated that he had had a severe battle, and the army had been very
much broken up. He regarded the wound accidently inflicted on Jackson as

2"
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LBE'S INVASION OF PENNSYLVANIA. 245

a terrible calamity. Although we felt the immediate loss of Jackson's services,
it was supposed he would rally and get well. He lingered for several days,
one day reported better and the next worse, until at last he was taken from
us to the shades of Paradise. The shock was a very severe one to men and
officers, but the full extent of our loss was not felt until the remains of the
beloved general had been sent home. The dark clouds of the future then
began to lower above the Confederates.

General Lee at that time was confronted by two problems: one, the finding
a successor for Jackson, another, the future movements of the Army of
Northern Virginia. After considering the matter fully he decided to reorgan
ize his army, making three corps instead of two. I was in command of the
First Corps, and he seemed anxious to have a second and third corps under
the command of Virginians. To do so was to overlook the claims of other
generals who had been active and ,ery efficient in the service. He selected
General Ewell to command the Second, and General A. P. Hill for the Third
Corps. General Ewell was entitled to command by reason of his rank,
services, and ability. Next in rank was a North Carolinian, General D. H.
Hill, and next a Georgian, General Lafayette McLaws, against whom was
the objection that they were not Virginians. )

In reorganizing his army, General Lee impaired to some extent the morale
of his troops, but the First Corps, dismembered as it was, still considered
itself, with fair opportunities, invincible, and was ready for any move war
ranted by good judgment.

While General Lee was reorganizing his army he was also arranging the
new campaign. Grant had laid siege to Vicksburg, and Johnston was concen
trating at Jackson to drive him away. Rosecrans was in Tennessee and Bragg
was in front of him. The force Johnston was concentrating at Jackson gave
us no hope that he would have sufficient strength to make any impression
upon Grant, and even if he could, Grant was in position to reenforce rapidly
and could supply his army with greater facility. Vicksburg was doomed
unless we could offer relief by strategic move. I proposed to send a force
through east Tennessee to join Bragg and also to have Johnston sent to join
him, thus concentrating a large force to move against Rosecrans, crush out his

~ General D. H. Hill was the superior of General
A. P. Hill in rank, skill, judgment, and distin
jtuished services. He had served with the lU'IIly in
\'irginia, on the Peninsula in the battles of Will
iamsburg, Seven Pines, and the Seven Days'
battlet! around Richmond. In the Maryland cam
paign he mlide the battle of South Mountain alone
from morninK till late in the afternoon, with five
thousand against a large part of McClellan's army.
[Hel' foot-note, Vol. II., p. 578.] He also bore
the brunt of the battle of Sharpsburg. He came,
however, not from Virginia but from North Caro
lina, and had just been detailed for service in that
State.

Next in rank after General D. H. Hill was
General Lafayette McLaws, who had served with
us l'oDtinuously from the Peninsular campaign.
Bill attack on Maryland Heights in the campa.ign

of 1862 W&8 the crowning point in the capture
of Harper's Ferry with its garrison and supplies.
With MlI.t"yland Heights in our hands Harper's
Ferry was untenable. Without Maryland Heights
in our possession Jackson's forces on the south side
of the Potomac could not ha.ye taken the post.
At Fredericksburg McLaws held the ground at
Marye's Hill with 5000 men (his own and Ran
som's division) against 40,000, and put more than
double his defending forces hQra de combat, thus
meking, for his numbers, the best battle of the war.
General McLaws was not in vigorous health, how
ever, and WILS left to command his division in the
campa.ign. He called ou General Lee to know why
his claims had been overlooked, but I do not know
that Lee gave him satisfactory reasons.-J. L.

See Colonel William Allan's comments, to fol
10w.-EDlTORS.
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were all hopeful and the army was in
good condition, but the war had ad
vanced far enough for us to see that a
mere victory without decided fruits was
a luxury we could not afford. Our
numbers were less than the Federal·
forces, and our resources were limited
while theirs were not. The time had
come when it was imperative that the
skill of generals and the strategy and
tactics of war should take the place of
muscle against muscle. Our purpose
should have been to impair the morale
of the Federal army and shake North
ern confidence in the Federal leaders.
We talked on that line from day to
day, and General Lee, accepting it as a
good military view, adopted it as the
key-note of the campaign. I suggested
that we should have all the details and
purposes so well arranged and so im-·
pressed upon our minds that when the
critical moment should come, we could
refer to our calmer moments and know
we were ('arrying out our original plans.
I stated to General Lee that if he would
allow me to handle my corps so as to
receive the attack of the Federal army,
I would beat it off without calling on
him for help except to guard my right
and left, and called his attention to the
battle of Fredericksburg as an instance
of defensive warfare, where we had
thrown not more than five thousand
troops into the fight and had beaten
off two-thirds of the Federal army with
great loss to them and slight lOBS to my
own troops. I also called his attention
to Napoleon's instructions to Marmont
at the head of an invading army.

A few days before we were ready to
move General Lee sent for General
Ewell to receive his orders. I was pres
ent at the time and remarked that if we
were ever going to make an offensive
battle it should be done south of the
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Potomac - adding that we might have an opportunity to cross the Rappa
hannock near Culpeper Court House and" make a battle there. I made this
suggestion in order to bring about a discussion which I thought would give
Ewell a better idea of the plan of operations. My remark had the desired
effect and we talked over the possibilities of a battle south of the Potomac.
The enemy would be on our right flank while we were moving north. Ewell's
corps was to move in advance to Culpeper Court House, mine to follow, and
the cavalry was to move along on our right flank to the east of us. Thus,
by threatening his rear we could draw Hooker from his position on Stafford
Heights opposite Fredericksburg. Our movements at the beginning of the
campaign were necessarily slow in order that we might be sure of having
the proper effect on Hooker.

Ewell was started off to the valley of Virginia to cross the mountains and
move in the direction of Winchester, which was occupied by considerable
forces under Milroy. I was moving at the same time east of the Blue Ridge
with Stuart's cavalry on my right so as to occupy the gaps from Ashby on to
Harper's Ferry. Ewell, moving on through the va.l1@y, captured troops and
supplies at Winchester, and passed through Martinsburg and Williamsport
into Maryland. As I moved along the eastern slope of the Blue Ridge we
heard from day to day of the movements of Hooker's army, and that he ~ad

finally abandoned his position on Stafford Heights, and was moving up the
Potomac in the direction of Washington. Upon receipt of that information,
A. P. Hill was ordered to draw off from Fredericksburg and follow the move
ments of General Ewell, but to cross the Potomac at Shepherdstown. When
Hill with his troops and well-supplied trains had passed my rear, I was
ordered to withdraw from the Blue Ridge, pass over to the west of the Shen
andoah and follow the movements of the other troops, only to cross the
Potomac at Williamsport. I ordered General Stuart, whom I considered
under my command, to occupy the gaps with a part of his cavalry and to •
follow with his main force on my right, to cross the Potomac at Shepherds
town, and move on my right flank. Upon giving him this order, he informed
me that he had authority from General Lee to occupy the gaps with a part of
his cavalry, and to follow the Federal army with the remainder. At the
same time he e:r:pressed his purpose of crossing the river east of the Blue
Ridge and trying to make way around the right of the Federal army j so I
moved my troops independent of the cavalry, and, following my orders,
crossed at Williamsport, came up with A. P. Hill in Maryland, and moved
on thence to Chambersburg.

Before we left Fredericksburg for the campaign into Maryland and Penn
sylvania, I called up my scout, Harrison, and, giving him all the gold he
thought he would need, told him to go to Washington City and remain there
until he was in possession of information which he knew would be of value
to us, and directed that he should then make his way back to me and report.
As he was leaving, he asked where he would find me. That was information
I did Dot ca~e to impart to a man who was going directly to the Federal capi
tal I answered that my command was large enough to be found without
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OONFEDUATB8 AT A roaD.

difficulty. We had reached Chambersburg on the 27th of June and were
remaining there to give the troops rest, when my scout straggled into the
lines on the night 'Of June 28th. He told me be had been to Washington

• and bad spent his gold freely, drinking in the saloons and getting upon con
fidential terms with army officers. In that way he had formed a pretty good
idea of the general movements of the Federal army and the preparation
to give us battle. The moment he heard Hooker had started across the
Potomac he set out to find me. He fell in with the Federal army before
reaching Frederick-his plan being to walk at night and stop dwing the
day in the neighborhood of the troops. He said there were three corps near
Frederick when he passed there, one to the right and one to the left, but he
did not succeed in getting the position of the other. 'l~is information proved
more accurate than we could have expected if we had been relying upon
our cavalry. I sent the scout to report to General Lee, who was near, and
suggested in my note that it might be well for us to begin to look to the
east of the Blue Ridge. Meade was then in command of the Federal army,
Hooker having been relieved.

The two armies were then near each other, the Confederates being north
and west of Gettysburg, and the Federals south and south-east of that memo
rable field. On the 30th of June we turned our faces toward our enemy and
marched upon Gettysburg. The Third Corps, under Hill, moved out first
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and my command followed. We then found ourselves in a very unusual
condition: we were almost in the immediate presence of the enemy with our
cavalry gone. Stuart was undertaking another wild ride around the Federal
army. We knew nothing of Meade's movements further then the report my
scout had made. We did not know, except by surmise, when or where to
expect to find Meade, nor whether he was lying in wait or advancing. The
Confederates moved down the Gettysburg road on June 30th, encountered
the Federals on July 1st, and a severe engagement followed. The Federals
were driven entirely from the field and forced back through the streets of
Gettysburg to Cemetery Hill, which had been previously selected as a Federal
rallying-point and was occupied by a reserve force of the Eleventh Corps.

THE CONFEDERATE CAVALRY IN THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN.

I. BY JOHN 8. H08BY, COLONEL, C. 8. A.

I T is generally agreed by Southern writers that
the battle of Gettysburg was the result of an

aeeidental collision of armies. General Lee in
effect says in his report of the campaign that his
failure was due to his ignorance of the movements
of the enemy; and the absence of 0. portion of the
cavalry under Stuart, or rather its separation from
the army. is assigned as the primary cause of its
failure by General Long, the biographer of Lee, and
b)' General Longstreet. Both ignore the fact that
Stuart ll'ft with General Lee, under command of
General Beverly H. Robertson, a larger body of
cavalry than he took with him. General Long
charges that Stuart's expedition around Hooker was
made either from "a misapprehension of orders or
love of the telat of a bold raid" (which, of course,
implies disobedience); and General Longstreet,
while admitting that Stuart may have acted by
authority of Lee, says that it was undertaken
against his own orders, which were to cross the
Potomac at Shepherdstown, west of the Blue
Ridgl>.

That General Lee was greatly embarrassed by
want of intelligence of the movements of the enemy
Wllll not due to the lack of cavalry; and Stuart is
not responsible for the inefficient manner in which
Lee W&8 served.

When it was determined that Stuart should take
three brigades of cavalry to join Ewell on the Sus
quehanna Bud leave his other two to perform out
post duty for the army in Virginia, General Lee

*.. HEADqUARTRRS,MILLWOOD, Jnne ~2d, 1863, 7 P. H.
lLU'OB-GB1'lEJlA.L J. E. B. STUART, Commanding Cavalry.
GENERAL: Genem! Lee hM inclollCd to me this letter for
yon ro be forwarded to you provided you can be spared
tram my front, and provided t think you can move aer088
thl" PorolDJl(l withont disclosing onr plans. He speaks of
YOllr leaving rna Hopewell Gap and passing by the rear
ot the enemy. If yon can get throngh by that route, I
think that yon wfll be Ieee likely to indicate what our
plan" are thau i1 you "honld cross by passing to our
rl"lIr. I forward the letter of instructions with these
aUJrgeOrtlonL PleMe advise me of the oondition of affairs
""fore yOD leave, and order Genem! Hampton - whom I
auppoee you w1l1 lpave here in command - to report to
me at M1Ilwood either by letter or in person, ae may be

was in the Shenandoah Valley with the C9rpS of
Hill and Longstreet. The latter was holding the
gaps and Stuart was guarding the approaches to
them east of the ridge. Hence Stuart came under
Longstreet's orders. Hooker's headquarters were
in Fairfax, with his army spread out like 0. fan
his left being at Thoroughfare Gap and his right
on the Potomac at Leesburg. On returning from
a scout, I reported to Stuart the scattered condition
of Hooker's corps, and he determined, with the ap
proval of General Lee, to pass around, or rather
through, them, as the shortest route to Ewell.
There was an opportunity besides to infiict much
damage o.nd to eut off communication between
Washington and the North.

I have lately discovered documents in the ar
chives of the War Department that set at rest the
question of Stuart's alleged disobedience of orders,
and show that GeneraJ Longstreet then approved a
plan which he now condemns as "a wild ride around
the Federal army." He directed Stuart to pass
around tI,e rear of the _1/ in preference to croSB
ing west of the ridge, in order to prevent disclos
ing our designs.*

Under date of June 22d, 7:30 P. M., he writes
to General Lee: "I have forwarded your letter to
General Stuart, with the suggestion that he Pa88
by the enemy's rearif he thinks he may get through."

Up to the morning of June 25th it was pl'r
fectly practicable for Stuart to have done so. In
accordance with Lee's and Longstreet's instruc-

most agreeable to him. Most respectfully, J. LoNG
STREET, Lieutenant-GeneraL-N. B. I think that your
paessge of the Potomac by onr rear at the present mo
ment wlll in a meaeure disclose onr plans. You had
better not leave us, therefore, unless you can take the
proposed ronte In rear of the enemy. J. LoNGSTREET,
Lieutenant·General...

.. HEADQUARTERS, ~~d June, 1863. MAJOR-GENERAL J.
E. B. STUART, Commanding Cavalry. GENERAL: I have
just reccived your note of 7: 4ll thill morning to General
Longstreet. I judge the efforts of the enemy yesterday
were to arrest our progress and l108Certaln our where
abonts. PerhsPfl he is satisfied. Do you know where
he is and what he Is doing' I fear he wlllsteal 0. march
on us and get across the Potomac before we are aware.
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tiona Stuart withdrew from the front on the even
ing of the 24th to pll.llS around Hooker, leaving
Robertson about :Middleburg with 3000 cavalry
and 2 batteriel of artillery to obBerve the enemy.
Stuart's succeBB depended upon preserving the
/Jtaft'" qvo of the Federal army until he could get
through it. HooktJr 11I(18 ora tM deJtmlJirJfJ tIIaieifl{l Jor
hilt adrJtJrBary to l/IQ'/7fJ. It did not seem to occur to
General Longstreet that the march of the infantry
down the Shenandoah Valley would di.selose all to
the enemy that the cavalry would have done. It
was no fault of Stuart's that he Wll.ll foiled by
events which he could not control. When on the
morning of the 25th he reached Hooker's rear,
he found his whole army moving to the Potomac
and all the roads occupied by hill troope. This
compelled a wide tUtour, and instead of croBB
ing the river in advance of the enemy, II.Il he had
expected, he W&l two days behind him. Thus all
communication was broken with Generals Lee
and Ewell. The march of Hill's and Longstreet's
corps on the day before had been in full view of
the lignal stations on :Maryland Heights and W&l
telegraphed to Hooker, who made a correspond
ing movement.

On the morning of June 26th the enemy disap
peared from Robertson's front and crosBed the
Potomac. In that event his instructions from
Stuart were, "to watch the enemy and harass his
rear-to Cl'08Il the Potomac and follow the army,
keeping on its right and rear," and to "report any
thing of importance to Lieutenant-General Long
street, with whose position you will communicate
by relays through Charlestown."

Robertson retired to the mountain gaps and re
mained until the afternoon of the 29th, when he
was recalled to the army by a courier from General
Lee. At night on the 28th General Lee heard,
through a scout at Chambersburg, of Hooker's
advance. As no information of it had come from
the cavalry he had left in Hooker's front in Vir
ginia, he thought that Hooker was still there. He

If you lind that he Ie movtDg northward, aDd that two
brlgadee can pard the Bille Rtd/!!land take eare ofyour
rear, you can move 'With the other three Into Harylaud
and take position on General Ewell's right, place your
..If in communication 'With him, guard hie 1IanlI: and
keep him informed of the enemy's movement&, and col
lect all the suppUee you can for the Ullll of the army.
One column of General EweU's army will probablymove
toward the 81l1quehauna by the Emmitsburg route, an·
other by Chambersbllrg. Accounts from him last night
state that there W&ll no enemy west of Fredericktown.
A cavalry force (abont one huudred) guarded the Mono
cacy bridge, which W&II barricaded. You will. of COIU'll8,
take charge of .Jenkins's brigade and give himneceesary
Instructious. AllsuppUes taken in Maryland must be by
antbor1Jled statr-oftlcen for their respective departments,
by no one else. They w1ll be paid for or receipts for the
same given to tbe owners. I w1Il scnd yon a general
order on thlllsubject. which I 'Wish you to 888 i8 strictly
coml)Ued with. I am, very respectfnlly, your obed1ent
IK"rvant, R. E. LEE, General"

On the follOWing day Geueral Lee wrote as fol
low8:

.. HII:ADQUABTEBll, ARlIT OJ' NORTllll:IlN VlllOnnA, June
2Sd. 1863, 5 P. lIII. MUOIl-GSII"EBAL.J. E. B. BTUAIlT, Com
manding Cavalry. GEIfBIlAL: Your notes oU and 10: SO
4 .•. to-day have jU8t been received. . • • It General

immediately iNned an order for the concentration
at Gettysburg, and Bent for Robertson's command,
that had been left, he Ilay&, to hold the mountain
p_s, "aIJ long aIJ tltt! fJ_Y "fJJIIa~ /JotltA oj 1M
Potorltac." It had staid there three days after
they had gone. As Stuart had been ordered to
Ewell on the Susquehanna, it could not have bt>en
expected that he should also watch Hooker on the
Potomac. Stuart's instructions to divide the
cavalry and take three brigades with him to Ewell,
on the Susquehanna, were peremptory; he was
only given discretion 8.S to tlu! poillt oj Cf'08Bing tilt:
Potorltac. It W&l therefore immaterial, so far as
giving information to Lee was concerned, whether
he crossed east orwest of the ridge. In either event
they would have been separated and out of com
munication with each other. Lee must then have
relied on Robertson or nobody to watch Hooker.

Instead of keeping on the right of the army aud
in cloBe contact with the enemy, 88 Stuart had
ordered, Robertson's command marehed 011 the It>ft
by :Martinsburg and did not reach the battle-field.
The rear-guard of the Federal army moving into
Pennsylvania crolllled the Potomac on June 26th,
east of the Blue Ridge; Robertson crossed at
Williamsport, about twenty-five miles to the ,ust
of it, on July 1st, the day the fighting be.gan at
Gettysburg. When General Lee crossed the Poto
mac, he left General Robertson between him and the
enemy. By July 3d Robertson had 80 manOluvred
that Lee was between him and the enemy. Stuart
had ridden around General Hooker while Robertson
was riding around General Lee. If, in accordanee
with Stuart's instructions, Robertson had promptly
followed on the right of the army when the enemy
left, Lee's forees would have been concentl"att"d
and ready for attack; a defensive battle would
have been fought, and Gettysburg might have
been to Southern heartB something more than a

.. Glorious field of grief."

WAlIRDlGTON, Feb. llth, 188'1.

Hooker's army rematnslnactive you cau leave two bri
gadllll to watch him and 'Withdraw 'With the three otbers.
but ahould he not appear to be movlnlf northwa:nl., I
think you had better withdraw thllllll.de of tbe mountain
to-morrow night, crOllll at 8hAlpherdlltoWD next day, and
move over to Fredericktown. You wU1, bowever, be
able to judge whetber you can pBII8 around thelr army
'Without hindrance, doing them all the damage you ('an.
and croIIlI tbe river east of the mountalnlL Iu eltbfT
_,after croeatns the river, you must move CD aDd frel
the right of EweU's troope, collecting information. pro
visions, etc. Give Instructlonll to the commander of the
brigades left behind to watch the tlank aud rear of the
army and (In event of the enemy leaving thelr front) I"&

tire from the mountaius west of the Shenandoah, leaving
su1llclent pickets to guard the PIfollSCII, and brtnglng evpry·
thing clean alonl{ the valley, clOfting upon the I't"ar afthe
army. As regards the movementB of the two brlgadl.'s
of tbe enemy moving toward Warrenton, tbe ('ommander
of the brifl'&des to be left in the mountaius must do wbat
he can to counteract them; but I think thAlllOOner ~'ou

cross into Mar)'18nd. after to-morrow, tbe bette.r. The
movementB of Ewell's corpe aJ:e lUI stated in my fOMDl.'r
letter. mll's tint dh1.l11on ",111 reach t,be Potoma(' to
day, and Longstreet wUl follow to-morrow. Be watebful
and circumspect in all your movement.. I am very !'f'

spectfully and trnly yours, R. E. LEE, General."- J. El. 11.
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II. BY BEVERLY H. ROBERT80N, BRIGADIER-GENERAL, C. 8. A.

COLONEL JOlIN S. MOSBY has seen proper to make
ml"ntion of my command in the cavalry of the Anny
of Yorthern Virginia during the Gettysburg cam
paign, and as a means of defending General J. E.
B. Stuart from an imaginary attack, has misrepre
lll"nted a portion of General Stuart's cavalry.
Colonel Mosby knows very little of Stuart's char
aeter if he supposes that so true a soldier would
have silently passed over such disobedience of
orders as Colonel Mosby imputes to me. The fact
that Colonel Mosby has "lately discovered docu
ments in the archives" at Washington, which are
to "set at rest n something that has not been set
in motion, will not excuse him for attempting in
1887 to prove by argument that in 1863 Stuart
did not know whether I had obeyed his orders in
the Gettysburg campaign.

The orders left with me by General Stuart, dated
June 24th, were exactly obeyed by me, to his en
tire satisfaction as well 8S to that of General R.
E. Lee. These orders embraced the duty of hold
ing Ashby's and Snicker's gaps, to prevent Hooker
from interrupting the march of Lee's army j and
.. in e&se of a move by the enemy on Warrenton,"
to counteract it if possible. I was also ordered
when I withdrew from the gaps to "withdraw to the
west side of the Shenandoah," to cross the Poto
mac where Lee crossed, and to "follow the army,
keeping on its right and rear." The fnll text of
my orders was as follows:

"HB~U~RTER8,CAV~LRY DIVISIOlf. AlurY NORTH·
EIUI VIRGINIA. .June 21th, 1868. BRIGADIER-GRlfBB..lL
B. H. RoBBBTBOlf, Commanding Cavalry. GBlfBB..lL:
Your own and Geneml .Jon68's brigades will cover the
front of Ashby'll and Snicker's Gapll, yourself, &11lMlnior
oIBeer, being in command.

.. Your object will be to watch the enemy, deceive him
... to our deeigwl. and har&IIs his rear if you 1I.nd he ill
retlrlnK. Be alwayll on the alert; let nothing escape
your obeervatton, and m1ll8 no opportnnlty which olfers
to damlllt6 the enemy.

.. After the enemy h&ll moved beyond your reach, leave
.nlBclent pickett! In the mountalnll and withdraw to the
west aide of the Shenandoah and plaee a strong and
reliable picket to watch the enemy at Harper's Ferry,
rJ"ClO1lI the Potomac and follow the army, keeping on Itt!
rtll"ht and rear.

.• All long &II the enemy remalJUlln your front, In force,
nnleu otherw1lMl ordered by General R. E. Lee, Lieu
t~antrGeneral Lon~treet, or mYll6lf. hold the gaps
....Ith • line of pickett! reaching aerollll the Shenandoah
by Charlestown to the PotomllAl.

N If. In the eontiDgency mentioned. you witbdraw,
8Wet"P the valley clear of wbat pertains to tile army and
c.'roM the Potomac at the dlft'erent polnt8 C"ro8lMld by it.

"Yon wiD InstructGeneral.Jontl8from tlme to tlme&ll
the IDOvementll progreu, or eventt! may reqnire, and
J'e'port. anything of Importance to Lleutenant-General
Longstreet. with whOlMl position you will oommunlc~te
by n-Jay8 through C!uu'16l!ltown.

.. I BeDel lnIItrnct10ns for General .Jon68, which pl_
read. ATall yolll'lltllf of every meaJUl in your power to

Incre&116 the elflciency of your commlUld and keep It up
to the highest number po88lble. Partlcular attention
will be paid to shoeing hOr861l, and to marching olf of the
turnplkllll.

.. In C&116 of an advance of the enemy you will oWer
such resistance as will be justltlable to check him and
dl8cQver hls IntentloJUl, and If possible you will prevent
him from gaining p088e88lon of the gaps. In C&116 of a
move by the enemy upon Warrenton, you wlll counter
act it &II mnch &II you can, compatible with prevloU.8 In·
IItruotIODS.

"You wll1 have with the twobrigadllll two batteries
of horBe-artillery. Very respectfully, your obedient
servant,.J. E. B. STUART, Major-General Commanding.

"Do not change your present llne of pickets untu day·
light to-morrow morning unle88 compelled to do so."

The only road by which the orders (which par
ticularly specified the avoidance of .. turnpikes"
on aCl'ount of the difficulty and delay of shoeing
horses) could be complied with, carried my com
mand to Martinsburg j at which place, and not i1l
the gaps of the 11Iountains, as Colonel Mosby insin
uates, a courier from General Lee met me. My
command was hurried from there to Chambers
burg, and thence by forced march, on the night of
July 2d, to Cashtown, where it arrived at about 10
A. M. on July 3d. Ascertaining at Cashtown that
General Pleasonton was moving from Emmits
burg directly on the baggage and ammunition
trains of General Lee's army, which were exposed
to his attack without defense of any kind, I pressed
forward with my command and intercepted the
advance of General Pleasonton, under the com
mand of Major Samuel H. Starr. A severe and
gallant fight was made at Fairfield, in which Major
Starr of the 6th United States R-egular Cavalry
was wounded and captured with a large portion of
his staff, while his regiment was severely damaged•
Adjutant John Allan and three others of the 6th
Virginia Cavalry were killed, 19 were wounded,
and 5 were reported missing.

That fight at Fairfield, on the last day of the fight
ing at Gettysbnrg, refutes the imputation intended
by Colonel Mosby to be conveyed in his remark
that my command" did not re&Ch the battle-field."

From that fight at Fairfield I WIlS ordered by
General R. E. Lee to cover his wagon trains, and
in obeying the same my command was engaged in
repeated skirmishes, particularly atFunkstown and
Hagerstown, after which it re-tumed to Virginia
the last command that recrossed the Potom&C.

If there existed the least ground for Colonel
Mosby's stat-ements, there would be found among
the reports of general officers some re-ference to the
imputed dereliction of duty on my part. As no
such reference ill made, Rnd no imputation of dis
obedience of orders is there intimated, it may be
assumed that neither Stuart nor Lee had any
reason to complain of my command.
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THE FIRST DAY AT GETTYSBURG.

BY HENRY J. HUNT, BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, U. B. A., CHJEF OF ARTILLERY OF THE
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

T HE battles of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville raised the confidence
of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia to such a height as t{)

cause its subordinate officers and soldiers to believe that, as opposed to the
Army of the Potomac, they were equal to any demand that could be made
upon them. Their belief in the superiority of the Southerner to the Northerner
as a fighter was no longer, as at the beginning of the war, a mere provincial
conceit, for it was now supported by signal successes in the field. On each
of these two occasions the Army of the Potomac had been recently reorganized
under a new general, presumably abler than his predecessor and poss~ssing

the confidence of the War Department, and the results were crowning victories
for the Confederates. Yet at Fredericksburg defeat was not owing to any
lack of fighting qualities on the part of the Federal soldiers, but rather to
defective leadership.

At Cbancellorsville both qualities were called in question. In none of the
previous battles between these armies had the disparity of nUJ;nbers been so
great. The Federal general had taken the initiative, his plan of operations
was excellent, and his troops were eager for battle. The Confederates could
at first oppose but a portion of their inferior force t{) the attack of greatly
superior numbers, and the boast of the Federal commander, that" the Army
of Northern Virginia was the legitimate property of the Army of the Poto
mae," seemed in a fair way to be justified, when at first contact the advau
tages already gained were thrown away by the assumption of a timid,
defensive attitude. Lee's bold offensive, which followed immediately on this
exhibition of weakness, the consequent rout of a Federal army-corps, and the
subsequent retreat of the whole army, a large portion of which had not been
engaged, confirmed the exultant Confederates in their conviction-which
now became an article of faith-that both in combat and in generalship the
superiority of the Southerner was fully established. The Federal soldiers
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returned from Chancellorsville to their camps on the northern bank of the
Rappahannock, mortified and incensed at finding themselves, through no
fault of their own, in the condition of having in an offensive campaign lost
the battle without fighting, except when the enemy forced it upon them.

Yet in this battle the Northern soldier fought well. Under the circum
stances no men could have withstood such a sudden attack as that made by
"Stonewall" Jackson on the flank and rear of the Eleventh Corps; but as
soon as Jackson encountered troops in condition for action, his pursuit was
checked and he was brought to a stand. The panic did not extend beyond
the routed corps, nor to all of that, for its artillery and 80 much of its infantry
as could form a proper line did their duty, and the army, far from being
" demoralized" .by this mishap, simply ridiculed the corps which, from its
supposed want of vigilance, had allowed itself to be surprised in a position in
which it could not fight. The surprise itself was not the fault of the troops,
and in subsequent battles the corps redeemed its reputation. Both armies
were composed in the main of Americans, and there was little more difference
between their men than might be found between those of either army at
different periods, or under varying circumstances; for although high bounties
had already brought into the Federal ranks an inferior element which swelled
the muster-rolls and the number of stragglers, "bounty jumping"Jhad not
as yet become a regular business.

The morale of the Confederate army was, however, much higher at this
time than that of its adversary. It was composed of men not less patriotic,
many of whom had gone into the war with reluctance, but who now felt that
they were defending their homes. They were by this time nearly all veterans,
led by officers having the confidence of their Government, which took pains
to inspire its soldiers with the same feeling. Their successes were extolled and
magnified, their reverses palliated or ignored. Exaggerations as to the rela
tive numbers of the troops had been common enough on both sides, but those
indulged in at the South had been echoed, sometimes suggested, in the North
by a portion of the press and people, so that friends and enemies united in
inspiring in the Confederate soldier a belief in himself and a oontempt for his
enemy. In t~eArmy of the Potomac it was different; the proportion of vet
erans was much smaller; a cessation of recruiting at the very beginning of
active operations, when men were easily obtainable to supply losses in exist
ing regiments, had. been followed, as emergencies arose, by new levies, for short
periods of service, and in new organizations which could not readily be assim
ilated by older troops. Moreover, there were special difficulties. The Army
of the Potomac was not in favor at the War Department. Rarely, if ever, had
it heard a word of official commendation after a success, or of sympathy or
encouragement after a defeat. From the very beginning its camps had been
filled with imputations and charges against its leaders, who were accused on
the streets, by the press, in Congress, and even in the War Department itself,
and after victories as well as after defeats, not only of incapacity or miscOll-

JThis term WIIoI! applied to the practice of enlisting and securing bounty money, and then, either
deserting outright, or lhirking the serious work of the lI.eld.- EDITORS.
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duct, but sometimes of "disloyalty"
to their superiors, civil and military,
and even to the cause for which they
fought. These accusations were fol
lowed or accompanied by frequent
changes of commanders of the army,
of army-corps, and even of divisions.
Under such circumstances, but little
confidence could be felt by the troops,
either in the wisdom of a war office
which seemed to change its favorites
with the caprice of a coquette, or in
the capacity of new generals who fol
lowed each other in such rapid succes
sion. But it is due to that patient and
sorely tried army, to say that the spirit
of both officers and men was of the
best, and their devotion to duty uncon
querable. The army itself had origin
ally been so admirably disciplined and
tempered, that there always remained
to it a firm self-reliance and a stern
sense of duty and of honor that was
proof against its many discourage
ments. In battle it always acquitted
itself well and displayed the highest
soldierly qualities, no matter who com
manded it or whence he came. Chan
cellorsville furnishes no exception to
this assertion, nor evidence of inferi
orityof the Northern to the Southern

OBl'BJUL IIKADE Xli THE J'IELD. soldier, but it does furnish stIiking
FBOII ... PHOTOGRAPH. illustrations of Napoleon's well-known

saying, "In war men are nothing, a man is everything."
General Lee, who felt great confidence in his own troops, and overrated the

effects of successive reverses on the Federal soldiers, now resolved to assume
the offensive, for he knew that to remain on the defensive would in the end
force him back on Richmond. He determined, therefore, in case the Army
of the Potomac could not be brought to action under favorable circumstances
in Virginia, to transfer, if permitted, the field of operations to Northern soil,
where a victory promptly followed up might give him possession of Baltimore
or Washington, and perhaps lead to the recognition of the Confederacy by
foreign powers. The valley of the Shenandoah offered a safe line of opera
tions; the Federal troops occupying it were rather a bait than an obstacle,
and to capture or destroy them seemed quite practicable to one who controlled
abeolutely all Confederate troops within the sphere of his operations. The
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sharp lesson he had administered the previous year had not been heeded by
the Federal War Office; an opportunity now offered to repeat it, and he took
his measures accordingly. In case his Government would not consent to a
bolder offensive, he could at least clear the valley of Virginia of the enemY,-a
distinct operation, yet a necessary preliminary to an invasion of the North.
This work was assigned to Lieutenant-General Ewell, an able officer, in every
way qualified for such an enterprise.

In anticipation of the new campaign, Lee's army was strengthened and
reorganized into three army-corps of three divisions each. Each division con
sisted of four brigades, except Rodes's and Anderson's, which had five ea<>h,
and Pickett's, which had three at Gettysburg,- in all, thirty-seven infantry
brigades. The cavalry were the select troops of the Confederacy. Officers
and men had been accustomed all their lives to the use of horses and arms,
"and to the very end the best blood in the land rode after Stuart, Hampton,
and the Lees." They were now organized as a division, under Major-General
J. E. B. Stuart, consisting of the six brigades of Hampton, Robertson, Fitz
hugh Lee, Jenkins, W. E. Jones, and W. H. F. Lee, and six batteries of horse
artillery under Major R. F. Beckham. To these should be added Imboden's
command, a strong brigade of over 2000 effective horsemen and a battery of
horse-artillery, which had been operating in the mountain country and was
now near Staunton, awaiting orders. The artillery had recently received an
excellent organization under its commandant-in-chief, General Pendleton. It
consisted, besides the horse-artillery, of fifteen so-called" battalions," each of
four batteries, with one lieutenant-colonel and a major. To each army-corps
were attached five battalions, one for each division and two as a reserve, the
whole under a colonel as chief of artillery. The total number of batteries was 69,
of guns 287, of which 30 were with the cavalry. With few exceptions the bat
teries were of four guns each. The army was commanded by a full general, each
army-corps, except the artillery, by a lieutenant-general, each division by a
major-general, each brigade, except two, bybrigadier-generals. Nearly all thE'se
officers were veterans of proved abilityand manyhad served in the Mexican war.

In the Army of the Potomac the discharge of 58 regiments had reduced
its strength since Chancellorsville by 25,000 effectives, partly replaced by 5
brigades numbering less than 12,000 men. At the battle of Gettysburg the 1
army-corps consisted of 19 infantry divisions, 7 of which had 2 brigades, 11
had 3, aud 1 had 4; in all 51 brigades. [See lists of organizations and com
manders in "The Opposing Forces in the Gettysburg Campaign," to follow.]
The army and army-corps were commanded by major-generals, the divisions
by 3 major-generals and 16 brigadier-generals, the infantry brigades by :?'2
brigadier-generals and 29' colonels. The average strength of army-corp8
and divisions was about half that of the Confederates, a fact that should be
kept in mind, or the terms will be misleading. The cavalry had been raised
under disadvantages. Men accustomed to the use of both horses and arms
were comparatively few in the North and required training in everything
that was necessary to make a trooper. The theater of war was not considered
favorable for cavalry, and it was distributed to the various headquarters for
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escort duty, guards, and orderlies. It was not until 1863 that it was united
under General Pleasonton in a corps consisting of three weak divisions,
Buford's, D. MeM. Gregg's, and Duffie's, afterward consolidated into two,
Stahel's cavalry, which joined at Frederick, June 28th, becoming the third
division. The corps was then organized as follows: First Division, Buford:
brigades, Gamble, Devin, Merritt; Second Division, Gregg: brigades, McIn
tosh, Huey, J. Irvin Gregg; Third Division, Kilpatrick: brigades, Farns
worth, Custer. The divisions and three of the brigades were commanded
by brigadier-generals, the other five brigades by colonels. To the cavalry
were attached Robertson's and Tidball's brigades of horse-artillery. Under
excellent chiefs and the spirit created by its new organization, the Federal
cavalry soon rivaled that of the Confederates.

The field-artillery was in an unsatisfactory condition. The high reputation
it had gained in Mexico was followed by the active and persistent hostility
of the War Department, which almost immediately dismounted three-fourths
of its authorized batteries. Congress in 1853 made special provision for
remounting them as schools of instruction for the whole arm, a duty which
the War Department on shallow pretexts evaded. Again in 1861 Congress
amply provided for the proper organization and command of the artillery in
the field, but as there was no chief nor special administration for the arm,
and no regulations for its government, its organization, control, and direction
were left to the fancies of the various army commanders. General officers
were practically denied it, and in 1862 the War Department announced in
orders that field-officers of artillery were an unnecessary expense and their r"

muster into service forbidden. Promotion necessarily ceased, and such
able artillerists as Hays, DeRussy, Getty, Gibbon, Griffin, and Ayres could
only receive promotion by transfer to the infantry or cavalry. No adequate
measures were taken for the supply of recruits, and the batteries were fre
quently dependent on the troops to which they were attached for men enough
to work their guns in battle. For battery-draft they were often glad to get the
refuse horses after the ambulance and quartermasters' trains were supplied.
Still, many of the batteries attained a high degree of excellence, due mainly
to the self-sacrifice, courage, and intelligence of their own officers and men.

On taking command of the army, General Hooker had transferred the
military command of the artillery to his own headquarters, to be resumed by
the chief of artillery only under specific orders and for special occasions,
which resulted in such mismanagement and confusion at Chancellorsville
that he consented to organize the artillery into brigades. This was a decided
improvement, which would have been greater if the brigade commanders had
held adequate rank. As it was, there was no artillery commandant-in-chief
for months before the battle of Gettysburg, and of the 14 brigades 4 were
commanded by field-officers, 9 by captains, and 1 by a lieutenant, taken from
their batteries for the purpose. The number of field-batteries at Gettysburg
was 65, of guns 370, of which 212 were with the infantry, 50 with the cavalry,
108 in the reserve. The disadvantages under which the artillery labored all
through the war, from want of proper regulations, supervision, and command
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were simply disgraceful to our army adntinistration from the close of the
Mexican to that of the Civil war, and caused an unnecessary expenditure of
both blood and treasure.

It will be perceived by comparison that the organization of the Army of
the Potomac was at this period in every way inferior to that of its adversary.
The army-corps and divisions were too numerous and too weak. They
required too many commanders and staffs, and this imposed unnecessary
burdens on the general-in-chief, who was often compelled to place several
army-corps under the commander of one of them, thus reproducing the much
abused U grand divisions" of Burnside, under every possible disadvantage.
Had the number of infantry corps been reduced to four at most, and the
divisions to twelve, the army would have been more manageable and better
commanded, and the artillery, without any loss, but rather a gain of efficiency,
would have been reduced by a dozen or fifteen batteries.

EARLY in June Lee's army began to move, and by the 8th Longstreet's and
Ewell's corps had joined Stuart's cavalry at Culpeper. A. P. Hill's corps was
left in observation at Fredericksburg; and so skillfully were the changes con
cealed that Hooker, believing that all the enemy's infantry were still near
that town, ordered Pleasonton to beat up Stuart's camps at Culpeper, and
get information as to the enemy's position and proposed movements. For
these purposes he gave Pleasonton two small brigades of infantry, 3000 men
under Generals Ames and Russell, which carried his total force to 10,981.
They were echeloned along the railroad, which crosses the river at Rappa
hannock Station, and runs thence ten miles to Culpeper. [See map, p. 55.]
About midway is Brandy Station a few hundred yards north of which is
Fleetwood Hill. Dividing his force equally, Pleasonton ordered Buford and
Ames to cross at Beverly Ford, and Gregg, Duffie, and Russell at Kelly's
Ford. All were to march to Brandy Station, Duffie being thrown out to
Stevensburg, seven miles east of Culpeper, to watch the Fredericksburg road.
Then the whole force was to move on Culpeper. On the 8th, General Lee,
having sent Jenkins's brigade as Ewell's advance into the valley, reviewed
the other 5 brigades of Stuart, 10,292 combatants, on the plains near Brandy
Station. After the review they were distributed in the neighborhood with
a view to crossing the Rappahannock on the 9th, Stuart establishing his
headquarters at Fleetwood. Accident had thus disposed his forces in the
moat favorable manner to meet Pleasonton's converging movements.

At daybreak Buford crossed and drove the enemy's pickets from the ford
back to the main body, near St. James's church. Stuart, on the first report
of the crossing, sent Robertson's brigade toward Kelly's to watch that ford,
and Colonel M. C. Butler's 2d South Carolina to Brandy Station. He himself
took the command at the church, where he was attacked by Buford. At
Brandy Station W. H. F. Lee was wounded, and Colonel Chambliss took
command of his brigade. Meantime Gregg had crossed at Kelly's Ford, and
Duffie, leading, took a southerly road, by which he missed Robertson's brigade.
Learning that Duffie's advance had reached Stevensburg and that Buford
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was heavily engaged, Gregg pushed direct for Brandy Station, sending orders
to Duffie to follow his movement. Stuart, notified of his approach, had sent
in haste some artillery and two of Jones's regiments to Fleetwood, and
Colonel Butler started at once for Stevensburg, followed soon after by Wi('k
ham's 4th Virginia. On their approach two squadrons of the 6th Ohio, in
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occupation of the place, fell back skirmishing. Duffie sent two regiments
t.o their aid, and after a severe action, mainly with the 2d South Carolina,
reoccupied the village. In this action Colonel Butler lost a leg, and his
lieutenant-eolonel, Hampton, was killed.

On Gregg's arrival near Brandy Station the enemy appeared to be in large
force, with artillery, on and about Fleetwood Hill. He promptly ordered an
attack; the hill was carried, and the two regiments sent by Stuart were
driven back. Buford now attacked vigorously and gained ground steadily,
for Stuart had to reenforce his troops at Fleetwood from the church. In the
struggles that followed, the hill several times changed masters; but as Duffie
did not make his appearance, Gregg was finally overmatched and withdrew,
leaving three of his guns, two of them disabled, in the enemy's hands, nearly
all of their horses being killed and most of their cannoneers hOTS de combat.
There were some demonstrations of pursuit, but the approach of Buford's
reserve brigade stopped them. Duffie finally came up and Gregg reported
to Pleasonton, informing him of the approach of Confederate infantry from
Culpeper. Pleasonton, who had captured some important dispatches and
orders, now considered his mission accomplished, and ordered a withdrawal
of his whole command. This was effected leisurely and without molestation.
Gregg recrossed at Rappahannock Station, Buford at Beverly Ford, and at
sunset the river again flowed between the opposing forces. Stuart reports
his losses at 485, of whom 301 were killed or wounded. Pleasonton reports
an aggregate loss (exclusive of Duffie's, which would not exce~d 25) of 907,
of whom 421 were killed or wounded. In nearly all the previous .so-called
"cavalry" actions, the troops had fought as dismounted dragoons. This was
in the main a true cavalry battle, and enabled the Federals to dispute the
superiority hitherto claimed by, and conceded to, the Confederate cavalry. In
this respect the affair was an important one. It did not, however, delay Lee's
designs on the valley; he had already sent Imboden toward Cumberland to
destroy the railroad and canal from that place to Martinsburg.

Milroy's Federal division, about 9000 strong, occupied Winchester, with
McReynolds's brigade in observation at Ben-yville. Kelley's division of about
10,000 men was at Harper's Ferry, with a detachment of 1200 infantry and a
battery under Colonel B. F. Smith at Martinsburg. On the night of June
11th, Milroy received instructions to join Kelley, but, reporting that he could
hold Winchester, was authorized to remain there. Ewell, leaving Brandy
Station June 10th, reached Cedarville via Chester Gap on the evening of the
l~th, whence he detached Jenkins and Rodes to capture McReynolds, who, dis
covering their approach, withdrew to Winchester. They then pushed on to
Martinsburg, and on the 14th drove out the garrison. Smith's infantry crossed
the Potomac at Shepherdstown, and made its way to Maryland Heights; his
artillery retreated by the Williamsport road, was pursued, and lost five guns.

Meanwhile Ewell, with Early's and Edward Johnson's divisions, marched
direct on Winchester. Arriving in the neighborhood on the evening of the
13th, he ordered Early on the 14tn to leave a brigade in observation on the
south of the town, move his main force under cover of the hills to the north-
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2 A. M. of the 15th, and after proceeding three or four miles, the advance
encountered J·ohnson's troops, attacked vigorously, and at first successfully,
but, the enemy receiving reenforcements, a hard fight ensued in which the
Federals 10Bt heavily. The retreat was then continued; the troops separated
in the darkness, one portion reaching Harper's Ferry, another crossing the
Potomac at Hancock. On the 1iJth Ewell crossed the rh'er, occupied Hagers
town and Sharpsburg, and sent Jenkins's cavalry to Chambersburg to collect
supplies. On the 17th the garrison of Harper's Ferry was removed to Mary
land Heights, and the valley of the Shenandoah was cleared of Federal troops.
In these brilliant operations General Lee claims for Ewell the capture of 4000
prisoners and small-arms, 28 pieces of artillery, 11 colors, 300 loaded wagons,
as many horses, and a considerable quantity of stores of all descriptions, the
entire Confederate loss, killed, wounded, and missing, being 269.

These operations indicate on the part of General Lee either contempt for
his opponent, or a belief that the chronic terror of the War Department for
the safety of Washington could be safely'relied upon to paralyze his move
ments,-or both. On no other reasonable hypothesis can we account for his
stretching his army from Fredericksburg to Williamsport, with· his enemy
concentrated on one flank, and on the shortest road to Richmond.

General Hooker's instructions were to keep always in view the safety of
Washington and Harper's Ferry, and this necessarily subordinated his opera
tions to those of the enemy. On June 5th he reported that in case Lee moved
via Culpeper toward the Potomac with his main body, leaving a corps at Fred
ericksburg, he should consider it his duty to attack the latter, and asked if that
would be within the spirit of his instructions. In reply he was warned against
such a course, and its dangers to Washington and Harper's Ferry were pointed
out. On June 10th, learning that Lee was in motion, and that there were but
few troops in Richmond, he proposed an immediate march on that place, from
which, after capturing it, he could send the disposable part of his force to any
threatened point north of the Potomac, and was informed that Lee's army, and
not Richmond, was his true objective. Had he taken Richmond, Peck's large
force at Suffolk and Keyes's 10,000 men ~ in the Peninsula might have been
utilized, and Hooker's whole army set free for operations against Lee.

As yet an invasion. of the North had not been definitely fixed upon. On
June 8th, the day before the engagement at Brandy Station, Lee, in a conti
dentialletter to Mr. Seddon, Confederate Secretary of War, stated that he was
aware of the hazard of taking the aggressive, yet nothing was to be gained
by remaining on the defensive; still, if the department thought it better to do
so, he would adopt that course. Mr. Seddon replied, June 10th, the date of
Hooker's proposal to march on Richmond, concurring in General Lee's views.

} The forces referred to consisted (January !Bt, the Fourth Corps. Both were included in the
1863) of three brigades and some unassigned com- Department of Virginia, commauded by Geueral
mands at Sutfolk, under General John J. Peck, and John A. Dix, with headquarters at Fort Monroe.
two brigades, and three cavalry commands-also While Lee was invading the North an expedi
1lD&8lligned, stationed at Yorktown, Gloucesh'r tion was sent by General Dix from White House
Point, and Williamsburg, under General E. D. to the South Anna River and Bottom's Bridge
Keyes. The troops under Peck belonged to the to destroy Lee's communications and threaten
Seventh Corps. Keycs's command was known as Richmond.- EDITORS.
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He considered aggressive action indispensable, that" all attendant risks and
sacrifices must be incurred," and adds, "I have not hesitated, in cooperating
with your plans, to leave this city almost defenseless." General Lee now
had full liberty of action, with the assured support of his Government,-an
immense advantage over an opponent who had neither.

As soon as Hooker learned from Pleasonton that a large infantry force was at
Culpeper, he extended his right up the Rappahannock, and when informed of
Ewell's move toward the valley, being forbidden to attack A. P. Hill at Fred
ericksburg or to spoil Lee's plans by marching to Richmond, he moved his
army, on the night of June 13th, toward the line of the Orange and Alexandria
Railroad, and occupied Thoroughfare Gap in advance of it. On the 15th Long
street left Culpeper, keeping east of the Blue Ridge and so covering its gaps.
Hill left Fredericksburg on the 14th, and reached Shepherdstown via Chester
Gap on the 23d. Stuart's cavalry had been thrown out on Longstreet's right to
occupy the passes of the Bull Run mountains and watch Hooker's army.. On
the 17th he encountered,
near Aldie, a portion of
Pleasonton's command; a
fierce fight ensued, which
left the Federals in pos
session of the field. During
the four following days
there was a succession of
cavalry combats; those of
the 19th near Middleburg,
and of the 21st near Up
perville, were especially
well contested, and re
sulted in the retreat of
Stuart through Ashby's
Gap. Longstreet had al
ready withdrawn through
the gaps and followed Hill
to the Potomac. Imboden, his work of destruction completed, had taken post
at Hancock. Longstreet and Hill crossed the Potomac on the 24th and 25th
and directed their march on Chambersburg and Fayetteville, arriving on the
27th. . Stuart had been directed to guard the mountain passes until the Fed
eral army crossed the river, and, according to General Lee's report, "to lose
no time in placing his command on the right of our [Confederate] column as
soon as he should perceive the enemy moving northward," in order to watch
and report his movements. According to Stuart's report, he was authorized
to cross between the Federal army and Washington, and directed after cross
ing to proceed with all dispatch to join Early in Pennsylvania.

General Lee so far had been completely successful; his army was exultant,
and he lost no time in availing himself of his advantages. On the 21st he
ordered Ewell to take possession of Harrisburg; and on the 22d Ewell's whole
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corps was on the march, Rodes's and Johnson's divisions via Chambersburg
to Carlisle, which they reached on the 27th, and Early via Greenwood and
Gettysburg to York, with orders from Ewell to break up the Northern Cen
tral Raih'oad, destroy the bridge across the Susquehanna at Wrightsville, and
then rejoin the main body at Carlisle. Early entered York on the 28th, and
sent Gordon's brigade, not to destroy but to secure possession of the bridge,
which would enable him to operate upon Harrisburg from the rear; but a
small militia force under Colonel Frick, retreating from Wrightsville across
the bridge, after an unsuccessful attempt to destroy one of its spans, set fire
to and entirely destroyed that fine structure, Gordon's troops giving their aid
to the citizens to save the town from the flames. On the 29th Ewell received
orders from General Lee to rejoin the army at Cashtown; the next evening,
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burg expedition. One object was to collect supplies, and contributions were ac
cordingly levied. Much damage was done to roads and bridges, but the prompt
advance of the Army of the Pot<lmac made this useless to the Confederates.

Before committing his army to an invasion of the North, General Lee
recommended the proper steps to cover and support it. In a letter of June
23d, addressed to President Davis, he states that the season was so far
advanced as to stop further Federal operations on the Southern coast, and
that Confederate troops in that country and elsewhere were now disposable.
He proposed, therefore, that an army should as soon as possible be organized
at Culpeper, as "the well-known anxiety of the Northern Government for the
safety of its capital would induce it to retain a large force for its defense, and
thus relieve the opposition to our advance"; and suggested that General
Beauregard be placed in command, "as his presence would give magnitude
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even to a small demonstration." On the 25th he wrote twice to Mr. Davis
urging the same views. The proposition embarrassed Mr. Davis, who could
not see how, with the few troops under his hand, it could be carried out. In
fact, although General Lee had pointed out the means, the proposition came
too late, as the decu.ive battle took place much earlier than was expected.
This correspondence, however, with that between Lee and Mr. Seddon, shows
that Hooker's project to capture Richmond by a coup-de-main was feasible.
It was not now a question of" swapping queens." Washington was safe, being
well fortified and sufficiently garrisoned, or with available troops within reach,
without drawing on Hooker; and to take Richmond and scatter the Confeder
ate Government was the surest way to ruin Lee's army-" his true objective."

On the first appearance of danger of invasion, Pennsylvania's vigilant
governor, Curtin, warned the people of the State and called out the militia.
General Couch was sent to Harrisburg to organize and command them, but
disbelief in the danger-due to previous false alarms-caused delays until
the fugitives from Milroy's command, followed by Jenkins's cavalry, roused
the country. Defensive works were then thrown up at Harrisburg and else
where, and local forces were raised and moved toward the enemy.

Early in June Hooker represented in strong terms the necessity of having
one commander for all the troops whose operations would have an influence
on those of Lee's army, and in reply was informed by Halleck that any move
ments he might suggest for other commands than his own would be ordered
~f practicable. Misunderstandings and confusion natlll'ally resulted, and
authority was given Hooker from time to time to exercise control over the
troops of Heintzelman, commanding the Department of Washington, and of
Schenck, commanding the Middle Department, followed, June 24th, by orders
specifically placing the troops in Harper's Ferry and its vicinity at his disposal.

Disregarding Ewell's movements, Hooker conformed his own to ~hose of
the enemy's main body, and crossed the Potomac at Edwards's Ferry on the
25th and 26th of June. On the 27th three army-corps under Reynolds occu
pied Middletown and the South Mountain passes. The Twelfth Corps was
near Harper's Ferry, and the three other corps at or near Frederick. Hooker
now ordered the Twelfth Corps to march early on the 28th to Harper's Ferry,
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there to be joined by its
garrison from Maryland
Heights, in order to cut
Lee's communications with
Virginia, and in conjunction
with Reynolds to operate
on his rear. General Hal
leck, however, objected to
the abandonment of the
Heights, notwithstanding
Hooker's representations
that the position was ut
terly useless for any pur
pose; whereupon Hooker
abandoned his project, and
finding now that he wag

"not allowed to manceuvre his own army in the presence of the enemy,"
asked to be relieved from his command. He had encountered some of the
difficulties which had beset a predecessor whom he had himself mercilessly
criticised, and promptly succumbed to them. His request was complied
with, and Major-General George G. Meade was appointed his successor, this
being the fifth change of commanders of the army in front of Washington in
ten months. Meade was an excellent officer of long service, who had always
proved equal to his position, whether as a specialist or a commander of troops.
Many welcomed his advent-some regretted Hooker's departure. All thought
the time for the change unfortunate, but accepted loyally, as that army ever
did, the leader designated by the President, and gave Meade their hearty sup
port. He was succeeded in the command of the Fifth Corps by Major-Gen
eral George Sykes, a veteran of the Mexican war and a distinguished soldier.

When General Meade assumed command, June 28th, the best information
placed Longstreet at Chambersburg, A. P. HIll between that place and Cash
town, and Ewell in occupation of Carlisle, York, and the country betwe-en
them, threatening Harrisburg. Unacquainted with Hooker's plans and views
[see p. 243], he determined at once to move on the main line from Frederick
to Harrisburg, extending his wings as far as compatible with a ready concen
tration, in order to force Lee to battle before he could cross the Susquehanna.
With this view he spent the day in ascertaining the position of his army, and
brought up his cavalry, Buford to his left, Gregg to his right, and Kilpatrick
to the front. Directing French to occupy Frederick with seven thousand
men of the garrison of Harper's Ferry, he put his army in motion early on
the morning of the 29th. Kilpatrick reached Littlestown that night; and
on the morning of the 30th the rear of his division, while passing through
Hanover, was attacked by a portion of Stuart's cavalry. Stuart, availing
himself of the discretion allowed him, had left Robertson's and Jones's
brigades to guard the passes of the Blue Ridge, and on the night of the 24th,
with those of Hampton, Fitzhugh Lee, and Chambliss, had started to move
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round the Army of the Potomac, pass between it and Centreville into Mary
land, and so rejoin Lee; but the movements of that army forced him so far
east that he was compelled to ford the Potomac near Seneca [20 miles
above Washington], on the night of the 27th. Next morning, learning that
Hooker had already crossed the river, he marched north by Rockville, where
he captured a wagon train. Paroling his prisoners and taking the train with
him, he pushed on-through Westminster, where he had a sharp action
with a squadron of Delaware horse-to Union Mills, and encamped there on
the 29th. During the night, he learned that the Federal army was still be
tween him and Lee on its march north,
and his scouts reported its cavalry in
strong force at Littlestown, barring his
direct road to Gettysburg; wherefore,
on the morning of the 30th he moved
across country to Hanover, Chambliss
in front and Hampton in rear of his
long train of two hundred wagons, with
Fitzhugh Lee well out on his left flank.
About 10 A. 1I. Chambliss, reaching Han
over, found Kilpatrick passing through
the town and attacked him, but was
driven out before Hampton or Lee could
come to his support. Stuart's men and
horses were now nearly worn out; he was
encumbered with a large captured train;
a junction with some part of Lee's army
was a necessity, and he made a night
march for York, only to learn that Early
had left the day before. Pushing on to Carlisle, he found that Ewell was
gone, and the place occupied by a militia force under General W. F. Smith.l
His demand of a surrender was refused; he threw a few shells into the town
and burned the Government barracks. That night he learned that Lee's army
was concentrating at Gettysburg, and left for that place next day. Thus
ended a raid which greatly embarrassed Lee, and by which the services of
three cavalry brigades were, in the critical period of the campaign, exchanged
for a few hundred prisoners and a wagon train.

Hearing nothing from Stuart, and therefore believing that Hooker was still
south of the Potomac, Lee, on the afternoon of the 28th, ordered Longstreet
and A. P. Hill to join Ewell at Harrisburg; but late that night one of Long
street's scouts came in and reported that the Federal army had crossed the
river, that Meade had relieved Hooker and was at Frederick. Lee thereupon
changed the rendezvous of his army to Cashtown, which place Heth reacred
on the 29th. Next day Heth sent Pettigrew's brigade on to Gettysburg,
nine miles, to procure a supply of shoes. Nearing this place, Pettigrew

~ General Smith commanded the First Division, Department of the SU8quehanna, and was charged
with the protection of Harrisburg.- EDITORS.
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Buford, sending Merritt's brigade to Mechanicstown as guard to his trains,
had early on the morning of the 29th crossed into and moved up the Cumber
land valley via Boonsboro' and Fairfield with those of Gamble and Devin,
and on the afternoon of Tuesday, June 30th, under instructions from Pleason
ton, entered Gettysburg, Pettigrew's brigade withdrawing on his approach.

From Gettysburg, near the eastern base of the Green Ridge, and covering
all the upper passes into the Cumberland valley, good roads lead to all im
portant points between the Susquehanna and the Potomac. It is therefore
an important strategic position. On the west of the town, distant nearly half
a mile, there is a somewhat elevated ridge running north and south, on which
stands the" Lutheran Seminary." This ridge is covered with open woods
through its whole length, and is terminated nearly a mile and a half north of
the seminary by a commanding noll, bare on its southern side, called Oak
Hill. From this ridge the ground slopes gradually to the west, and again
rising forms another ridge about 500 yards from the first, upon which, nearly
opposite the seminary, stand McPherson's farm buildings. The second ridge
is wider, smoother, and lower than the first, and Oak Hill, their intersection,
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has a clear view of the slopes of both ridges and of the valley between them.
West of McPherson's ridge Willoughby Run flows south into Marsh Creek.
South of the farm buildings and directly opposite the seminary, a wood
borders the run for about 300 yards, and stretches back to the summit of Mc
Pherson's ridge. From the town two roads run: one south-west to Hagers
town via Fairfield, the other north-westerly to Chambersburg via Cashtown.
The seminary is midway between them, about 300 yards from ea.ch. Parallel
to and 150 yards north of the Chambersburg pike, is the bed of an unfinished
railroad, with deep cuttings through the two ridges. Directly north of the
town the country is comparatively .flat and open: on the east of it, Rock
Creek "flows south.
On the south, and
overlooking it, is a
ridge of bold, high
ground, terminated
on the west by Cem
etery Hill and on
the east by Culp's
Hill, which, bending
to the south, ex- -'
tends half a mile or
moreand terminates
in low grounds near
Spangler's Spring.
Culp's Hill is steep
toward the east, is
well wooded, and
its eastern base is ... -

washed by Rock OONFKDIlIlATE DEAD ON THE FlEW OF THE FIR8T DAT,

Creek. FROli A PHOTOGRAPH.

Impressed by the importance of the position, Buford, expecting the early
return of the enemy in force, assigned to Devin's brigade the country north,
and to Gamble's that west of the town; sent out scouting parties on all the
roads to collect information, and reported the condition of affairs to Reynolds.
His pickets extended from below the Fairfield road, along the eastern bank of
Willoughby Run, to the railroad cut, then easterly some 1500 yards north of
the town, to a wooded hillock near Rock Creek.

On the night of June 30th Meade's headquarters and the Artillery Reserve
were at Taneytown; the First Corps at Marsh Run, the Eleventh at Emmits
burg, Third at Bridgeport, Twelfth at Littlestown, Second at Uniontown,
Fifth at Union Mills, Sixth and Gregg's cavalry at Manchester, Kilpatrick's at
Hanover. A glance at the map [po 266] will show at what disadvantage Meade's
army was now placed. Lee's whole army was nearing Gettysburg, while
Meade's was scattered over a wide region to the east and south of that town~

Meade was now convinced that all designs on the Susquehanna had been
abandoned; but as Lee's corps were reported as oooupying the country from
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Chambersburg to Carlisle, he ordered, for the next day's moves, the First and
Eleventh corps to Gettysburg, under Reynolds, the Third to Emmitsburg,
the Second to Taneytown, the Fifth to Hanover, and the Twelfth to Two
Taverns, directing Slocum to take command of the Fifth in addition to his
own. The Sixth Corps was left at Manchester, thirty-four miles from Gettys
burg, to await orders. But Meade, while conforming to the current of Lee's
movement, was not merely drifting. The same afternoon he directed the
~hiefs of engin~rsand artillery to select a field of battle on which his army
might be concentrated, whatever Lee's lines of approach, whether by Harris
burg or Gettysburg,- indicating the general line of Pipe Creek as a suitable
locality. Carefully drawn instructions were sent to the corps commanders
as to the occupation of this line, should it be ordered; but it was added that
developments might cause the offensive to be assumed. from present positions.
These orders were afterward cited as indicating General Meade's intention
not to fight at Gettysburg. They were, under any circumstances, wise and
proper orders, and it would probably have been better had he concentrated.
his army behind Pipe Creek rather than at Gettysburg; but events finally
controlled the actions of both leaders.

At 8 A. 11., July 1st, Buford's scouts reportM Heth's advance on the Cash
town road,t when Gamble's brigade formed on McPherson's Ridge, from the

• The opeoing of the battle 00 the Chambersburg
rolld, 00 July 18t. is thus dEtll4."ribed by Captain
Newel (fueney. of the 9th N. Y. Cavalry, in a paper
prepaft'tl for tbe OE'ttysburg lIODUIIlE'nt l'ommis8iou
of N..w York:

"Colonel William 8aek~lt. ~lIlIlDdblr: tbto ttll S. Y_
Cavat!')-. WM brlpde oaIeer of tile day aDd in~~ of

thE' brigIKle pktkllt-llDe made up of detaUe from E'kb
~Dt of De11n's brlnde (9Ul N. Y .• alb N. Y .. 'tb N.
Y•• and ITth hI tbe Dilrbt of .JUDe 3Otb. and extending
froID the _tb &ide (>1 tbe CbllJDbenburs nMId. OD th..
eutllid.. of WlUoapby Run. DOrtberlr and NUltwnrdl,.t"
at'f'Ol'8 the 1II1DlmallbllJ'lf. carUiI!e. and Barrtl!lbulll'
"*"'- Be bad bl8 bNdqDal1el'8 OD tbe Cbambe....burg
ro.d. uear tbe Lntbe.n.u 8t>Dl1nary-_ The adTan<'ed
picket pat OD the CbalDbersbarlr ro.d _ WWoupby
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Fairfield road to the railroad cut; one section of Calef's battery A, 2d United
States, near the left of his line, the other two across the Chambersburg or
Cashtown pike. Devin formed his disposable squadrons from Gamble's right
toward Oak Hill, from which he had afterward to transfer them to the north
of the town to meet Ewell. As Heth advanced, he threw Archer's brigade
to the right, Davis's to the left of the Cashtown pike, with Pettigrew's and
Brockenbrough's brigades in support. The Confederates advanced skirmish-

./

UNION DBAD NEAll )lCPBER80N'8 WooD8. FROM A PJlOTOGRAPH.

Ibm coutated of a ool1>oral and three mell. relieved
every two houI'll, with ordel'll not to fire on anyone ap
pl'OlWlhlng trom the front, but to notify the pleket41 III
eaeb direction alld the re8erve. No olle approached
froID the tront until dayUll'ht next morning, July let,
when Corporal Alphonee Hodgel, of Company F, 9th N.
Y. cavalry, 11'88 on tbta poet with three men. At day
Ught he 11&11' men approachlnl!' along the road, nearly
• mile away, acroee WUloughb,. Run. Acting on hl8
orders. he Immediately eent hta men to notify the line
and the rewrve, while he advanced. BC'l'088 the Run till
Dear enough to 866 that thoee approaching were the
enemy. when I:e turned back. and 88 he did 80 the enemy
llrod at him. He retIred to the Run, and from beblnd
the abutments of the brldA'e fired eeveral Ihot~ back at
the enem,.. Theee are euppoeed to be the lil'llt ehote
lIred from our elde on t.he morning of July 18t at Getty&
bl1J'fr. and occurred abont s: 30 A. )I.. 88 near al Hodges
ean remember. When he fell back trom the bridge to
the higher ground, be found Colonel Sackett bad formed
• eJrlrmltlh·Untl of tbe whole of hl8 picket fOnle, wblch,
.. I have lI8Id. oonl18ted of detacbments from tbe dif
ferent reglmente of the (Devln'e) brlgade. Here the
adv-ane6 of tbe enemy 11'88 tlret serlOUlly dllJluted by
tbta "klnn18b·lIne, whlcb tbey beld tlll after Hall'8 bot
tery ~ Kaine) calUe up and took poaltlon on tbe rll!'ht
of tbe Chambenborg road In rear of thll eklrmlab-lIne
and 1Ired. . • • The Fll'llt BrIgade of Buford'8 dlvl8lon
(Colonel Gamblel) coU!lng up on the left of the road.
tile Une of the 8ec'ond Brlgade, Ittll under oommand of
Colonel 8ackett, mO\'ed fartber to the rllI'ht and occu
pled the Un.... trom the Cbambel'llburg road to the Mum·
_burg roed. That l>ortiou of the 9tb Cavalry which

had remained In camp received ordel'll to water tbelr
bol'll68 by equadrou lu Rock Creek about 7 A.)I. AI
BOOD all tbey had watered, tbey 88ddled up and pro
ceeded out on tbe Mnmlllll8burg road to the Iklrm18b
line on Oak Ridge. The flret equadron, under Captalu
Hanley (afterword Lieutenant-Colonel), 11'88 the ftI'llt
to reach the Jloe, ond be Immediately ordered Lieu
tenant A. C. RobertMn (afterward Captain) with twenty
DIeD to advauce dowD the road Into the woods, where
be found the eDemy'e Une near tbe re81dence of N.
H01l'lnaD. Finding tbe enemy had a Itrong line, he
retired to a poeltlon a little back of the re81dence of J.
Forney, from behind wWch BOrne of tbe enemy were
firing at him. He dtamounted bla meD and drove
the enemy from behind Forney'l bnlldlngtl, tbeu fell
back to tbe etone wall on tbe ridge, wbere tbl' balance
of the regtment were formed dllmonnted. Here the
regiment beld tbelr ground for BOme time while tbe
enem,. apJlroachNl on their bandl and kneee tbrough
the wbeat-lield In front. Dallll'l Comlab. of Company
F, gett1n~Ilgbtof a rebel not far away lu the fleld,lIred
aod killed him. The regiment cbeered, and tbe enf'my,
evidently thinking our men would charge on them,
halltlly wltbdrew out of the wbeat-fleld. A8 tbey feU
bllck one man ..topped beblnd a tree III tbe field neal'tbe
road, aud Perry Nlcboll, of Company F. advanced and
captnred him. Thl8 la ..aid to be tbe tlret prleoner cap
tured. He Will Immediately taken to Buford'8 head
quartel'll, and gave the fll'llt Informattoll we reCt'lved
from the eDemy'1 Iide. It 11'88 dllrlull' thl8 Iklnnllb tbat
C)'rua W. Jamc8. Company G. 9tb N. Y. Cavalry. 11'88
killed by a rebel bullet, and he 18 Mid to bave beeu the
tlret man lrllled that morning on our 8Ide."-EDITORS.
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ing heavily with Buford's dismounted
troopers. Calef's battery, engaging
double the number of its own guns,
was served with an efficiency worthy
of its former reputation as " Dun
can's battery" in the Mexican war,
and so enabled the cavalry to hold
their long line for two hours. When
Buford's report of the enemy's advance
reached Reynolds, the latter, ordering
Doubleday and Howard to follow, has
tened toward Gettysburg with Wads
worth's small division (two brigades,
Meredith's and Cutler's) and Hall's 2d
M~e battery. As he approached he
heard the sound of battle, and direct
ing the troops to cross the fields to
ward the firing, galloped himself to
the seminary, met Buford there, and
both rode to the front, where the cav
alry, dismounted, were gallantly hold
ing their ground against heavy odds.
After viewing the field, he sent back to
hasten up Howard, and as the enemy's
main line was now advancing to the
attack, directed Doubleday, who had

JOlIN I.. BURNB, "rnl> OLD HERO OF GE1Tl'BBVRG." 1 •
PROIl A I'BOTOGRAPH UKEN BOOK AFTER arrived in advance of his diVIsion, to

THI> BA1TLE. look to the Fairfield road, sent Cutler
with three of his five regiments north of the railroad cut, posted the other
two under Colonel Fowler, of the 14th New York, south of the pike, and
replaced Calef's battery by Hall's, thus relieving the ('avalry. Cutler's line

I I have seen it stated in an account of BurnB,
that he W&8 an old re~ar Boldier who had Ilerved
in the Florida war.- H. J. H.

Sergeant George Eustice, ofCompanyF, 7th Wis
consin Volunteerll, in a letter from Gilroy, Santa
Clara County, California, ~ves thiB account of John
BurnB'B action in the ranks of that regiment:

"It mWlt have been abollt noon when I 88W a little
old man coming lip In the rear of ('.(Imp..n)" F. In~
to tbe pecullar1dea of bis dl'll8ll, I remember he wore
a swallow·taIled coat with BJUooth bl'lUl8 button&. He
had a rtfIe on bill sboulder. We boYR began to poke fun
lOt blm a8 800n &II be came amonj(llt OIl, lUI we thougbt
no cl\"lllan In bla aeDaeA wonld Rbow hlmaelf In sn('b a
p~(". Ftndtnl{ that he had really come to fight I wanted
to pnt a cartridge-box on bim to make him look like a
IIOldter, telUng him be could not fight without one.
Slapping bill pantaioonll-pocket, he replied, 'I can get
my banda In here qull'ker than In a box. rm not ulled
to them new-fangled thlnp.' In aw"rerto tbe qllMtion
wbat~ blm to ('ome out tbere at 8uch a time. he
replied that tbe rebels bad eltherdrlven awbY or milked
hla cows, aDd that he Wall going to be even with thl'm.
About thle time the enemy began to advance. Bul·

1m Wl'll't\ f1yiug tblcker and fuU>r, and we hugftl'\d the
lfI'Ound about lUI cloee lUI we could. Bum" got beh1nd a
tree and surpn-i liS all by not taking a double-quJek to
the rear. He Wall 88 cabu and collected 88 any veteran
on the gTOllDd. We BOOU bad orden! to get np and wove
aloout a bllDdred yardal to the right. when we Wt>1"8 en
~ In oue of the moat stllbborn oonteata I eVt>r ex
perienced. Foot by foot we were driven back to a point
near the Il6m1nary, wbere we made a stand. but we",
flually drlven through the town to Oemetery Btd8t'. I
never II&W .John Burn" after our movement to the right.
when we left blm behind hl8 t.I'et', and only know that
he WIUI true blne and grit to the backbone. and foqht
until he Wall tbree tlmell wODllded."

In his official report, General Doubleday says:

"My thanks are specially dae to a eldEen of Gettys·
bUrl{ named .John Bum8, wbo, altboUKb over tle,-cmtr
yeai'll of age, sbouldered ht" mUllket and 01lllred hle IM"rv
lcell to ('.(lIonel Wiater, laotb J'enn"ylvanla Volnn~
Colouel Wister advilled him to 1I,lrbt In thE' wooclA., as
tbere WlUl mure sbelter there; bat he pft'ffllTEld to jotD
our line of Rktnnlshere lu the open fields. When tJle
troopll retired, he fought wltb thc Iron Brlpde (Mer&
dtth'8]. He WaB wOllDdedln tbreeplaoeL"-EDITOR&.
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was hardly formed when it was struck by Davis's Confederate brigade on its
front and right flank, whereupon Wadsworth, to save it, ordered it to fall back
to Seminary Ridge. This order not reaching the 147th New York, its gallant
major, Harney, held that regiment to its position until, having lost half its
numbers, the order to retire was repeated. Hall's battery was now imperiled,
and it withdrew by sections, fighting at close canister range and suffering
severely. Fowler thereupon changed his front to face Davis's brigade, which
held the cut, and with Dawes's 6th Wisconsin-sent by Doubleday to aid
the 147th New York-charged and
drove Davis from the field. The Con
federate brigade suffered severely,
losing all its field-officers but two,
and a large proportion of its men
killed and captured, being disabled
for further effective service that day.
In the meantime Archer's Confeder
ate brigade had occupied McPherson's
wood, and as the regiments of Mere
dith's "Iron Brigade" came up, they
were sent forward by Doubleday, who
fully recognized the importance of the
position, to dislodge Archer. At the
entrance of the wood they found Rey
nolds in person, and, animated by his
presence, rushed to the charge, struck
successive heavy blows, outflanked and
turned the enemy's right, captured
General Archer and a large portion of
his brigade, and pursued the remain
der across Willoughby Run. Wads
worth's small division had thus won
decided successes against superior JlAJOIl-GENERAL ABNKR DOUBLEDAY.

numbers, but it was at grievous cost FBOJI A PHOTOGRAPH.

to the army and the country, for Reynolds, while directing the operations,
was killed in the wood by a sharp-shooter. It was not, however, until by his
promptitude and gallantry he had determined the decisive field of the war,
and had opened brilliantly abattIe which required three days of hard fight
ing to close with a victory. To him may be applied in a wider sense than in
its original one, Napier's happy eulogium on Ridge: "No man died on that
field with more glory than he, yet many died, and there was much glory."

After the repulse of Davis and Archer, Heth's division was formed in line
mostly south of the Cashtown pike, with Pender's in second line, Pegram's
and McIntosh's artillery (nine batteries) occupying all the commanding posi
tions west of Willoughby Run. Doubleday reestahlished his former lines,
Meredith holding McPherson's wood. Soon after, Rowley's and Robinson's
divisions (two brigades each) and the four remaining batteries of the corps
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AIl8AULT OF BROCItEJIlBROUOU'& CONFEDERA.TE BlUOADB lHlITH'& DrvWON) UPON TIlK STONK
BABN OF TUB lI(CPHEB80N FABJ(,

The Une at the 8tone barn was held by Stone'8 brl- picture) and Its lett on the Mr·Phel'llOD woode, where a
gade, PenD8ylvAnia BuoktalI8.(Donbleday'! divillioDl,its part at Aroher'8 Contederate brigade at Beth'! dtvtldOD
right rt."~t1ngon the Chambersburg pike (the lett ot the was captured by Meredith'8 brlgade.- EDITOIt8.

. arrived, Rowley's division was thrown forward, Stone's brigade to the inter
val between Meredith and Cutler, and Biddle's with Cooper's battery to
occupy the ridge between the wood and the Fairfield road, Reynolds's bat
tery replaced Hall's, and Calef's rejoined Gamble's cavalry, now in reserve.
Robinson's division was halted near the base of Seminary Ridge, By this
time, near noon, General Howard arrived, assumed command, and directed
General Schurz, commanding the Eleventh Corps, to prolong Doubleday's
line toward Oak Hill with Schimmelfennig's and Barlow's divisions and three
batteries, and to post Steinwehr's division and two batteries on Cemetery
Hill, as a rallying-point. By 1 o'clock, when this corps was arriving, Buford
had reported Ewell's approach by the Heidlersburg road, and Howard called
on Sickles at Emmitsburg and Slocnm at Two Taverns for aid, to which
both these officers promptly responded. It was now no longer a question of
prolonging Doubleday's line, but of protecting it against Ewell whilst engaged
in front with Hill. Schurz's two divisions, hardly 6000 effectives, accordingly
formed line on the open plain half a mile north of the town, They were too
weak to cover the ground, and a wide interval was left between the two corps,
covered only by the fire of Dilger's and Wheeler's batteries (ten guns) posted
behind it.

That moruing, whilst on the march to Cashtown, Ewell received Hill's
notice that his corps was advancing to Gettysburg, upon which he turned
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sweeping round to his left,
engaged Paul, who prolonged Cutler's line, and O'Neal attacked Baxter. The
repulse of O'Neal soon enabled Baxter to turn upon Iverson. Cutler also
attacked him in flank, and after losing 500 men killed and wounded, 3 of
Iverson's regiments surrendered. General Robinson reports the capture of
1000 prisoners and 3 colors; General Paul was severely wounded, losing both
eyes. Meanwhile Daniel's brigade advanced directly on Stone, who main
tained his lines against this attack and also Brockenbrough's, of Hill's COrp8~

the heads of his own columns to that point. Reporting the change by a
staff-officer to General Lee, Ewell was instructed that if the Federals were in
force at Gettysburg a general battle was not to be brought on until the rest
of the army was up. Approaching Gettysburg, Rodes, guided by the sounds
of battle, followed the prolongation of Seminary Ridge; Iverson's, Daniel's,
and Ramseur's brigades on the western, O'Neal's and Doles's on the eastern
slope. Ewell, recognizing the importance of Oak: Hill, ordered it to be occu
pied by Carter's artillery battalion, which immediately opened on both the
Federal corps, enfilading Doubleday's line. This caused Wadsworth again to

withdraw Cutler to Seminary
Rid ~ an 1 Ylwld att l'y

tIll ar -:\Ic h r 11'
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but was soon severely wounded. Colonel Wister, who succeeded him, met
the same fate, and Colonel Dana took command of the brigade. Ramseur,
who followed Daniel, by a conver"lion to the left, now faced Robinson and
Cutler with his own brigade, the remnant of Iverson's, and one regiment of
O'NeaI's, his right connecting with Daniel's left, and the fighting became hot.
East of the ridge, Doles's brigade had been held in observation, but about
:~:30 P. M., on the advance of Early, he sent his skirmishers forward and
drove thoRe of Devin-who had gallantly held the enemy's advance in check
with his dismounted troopers-from their line and its hillock on Rock Creek.
Barlow, considering this an eligible position for his own right, advanced
his division, supported by Wilkeson's battery, and seized it. This made it
necessary for Schurz to advance a brigade of Schimmelfennig's division
to connect with Barlow, thus lengthening his already too extended line.

The arrival of Early's division had by this time brought an overwhelming
force on the flank and rear of the Eleventh Corps. On the east of Rock
Creek, Jones's artillery battalion, within easy range, enfiladed its whole line
and took it in reverse, while the brigades of Gordon, Hays, and Avery in line,
with Smith's in reserve, advanced about 4 P. M. upon Barlow's position, Doles,
of Rodes's division, connecting with Gordon. An obstinate and bloody con
test ensued, in which Barlow was desperately wounded, Wilkeson killed, and
the whole corps forced back to its original line, on which, with the aid of
Coster's brigade and Heckman's battery, drawn from Cemetery Hill, Schurz
endeavored to rally it and cover the town. The fighting here was well sus
tained, but the Confederate force was overpowering in numbers, and the
troops retreated to Cemetery Hill, Ewell entering the town about 4: 30 P. M.

These retrograde movements had uncovered the flank of the First Corps and
made its right untenable.

Meanwhile, that corps had been heavily engaged along its whole line; for,
on the approach of Rodes, Hill attacked with both his divisions. There were
thus opposed to the single disconnected Federal line south of the Cashtown
pike two solid Confederate ones which outflanked their left a quarter of a
mile or more. Biddle's small command, less than a thousand men, after a
severe contest, was gradually forced back. In McPherson's wood and beyond,
lIeredith's and Dana's brigades repeatedly repulsed their assailants, but as
Biddle's retirement uncovered their left, they too fell back to successive posi
tions from which they inflicted heavy losses, until finally all three reached the

~OTE TO CUT, P. 280.- The death of Lieuten- not remain, directed two batteries of his com
ant Bayard Wilkeson, who commanded Battery G, mand to train every gun upon him. Wilkeson was
Fourth U. S. Artillery, was one of the most heroic bronght to the ground, desperately wounded, and
episodes of the fight. He was but nineteen yea:r:s his horse was killed. He was carried by the Confed
old and was the son of Samuel Wilkeson, who, as erates t{) the Alms House (or dragged himself there
l"orrellpOndent of the" New-York Times," was at - the accounts ditJer), where he died that night.
Meade's headquarters during the fight. Young Just before he expired, it is said, he 8sked for
Wilkeson, by his fearless demeanor, held his bat- water; a canteen was brought to him; 8S he took
tery in an exposed position on the Union right. it a wounded soldier lying next to him begged, "For
(kneral John B. Gordon, finding it impossible to God's sake give me some!" He passed the can
advance his Confederate division in the face of teen untouched to the man, who drank every drop
Wilkeson's fire, and realizing that if the officer on it contained. Wilkeson smiled on the man, turned
the horse could be disposed of the battery would slightly, and expired.-EDlTOR8.

'·OL. JII. 19
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NOT&. -Edward Johnson's Confedel'ftte dlvl810n (upper right-hand comer) did not reach the poattton &MigDcld
them ou this map untU after 8un86t or about dUBk of July 18t. Bee p. 284.- EDlTOJUl.

foot of Seminary Ridge, where Colonel Wainwright, commanding the corps
artillery, had planted twelve guns south of the Cashtown pike, with Stewart'~

battery, manned in part by men of the Iron Brigade, north of it. Buford had
already thrown half of Gamble's dismounted men south of the Fairfield road.
Heth's division had suffered so severely that Pender's had passed to its front,
thus bringing fresh troops to bear on the exhausted Federal line.

It was about 4 P. M. when the whole Confederate line advanced to the finnl
attack. On their right Gamble held Lane's brigade for some time in ch€'<'k,
Perrin's and Scales's suffered severely, and Scales's was broken up, for Stewart,
swinging half his guns, under Lieutenant Davison, upon the Cashtown pike,
raked it. The whole corps being now heavily pressed and its right uncovered.
Doubleday gave the order to fall back to Cemetery Hill, which was effected in
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<>..omparatively good order, the rear, covered by the 7th Wisconsin, turning
when necessary to check pursuit. Colonel Wainwright, mistaking the order,
had clung with his artillery to Seminary Hill, until, seeing the infantry retreat
ing to the town, he moved his batteries down the Cashtown pike until lapped
on both sides by the enemy's skirmishers, at close range, when they were
compelled to abandon ()ne gun on the road, all its horses being killed. The
Eleventh Corps also left a disabled gun on the field. Of the troops who
passed through the town, many, principally men of the Eleventh Corps, got
E'ntangled in the streets, lost their way, and were captured.

On ascending Cemetery Hill, the retreating troops found Steinwehr's
division in position covered by stone fen('es on the slopes, and occupying by
their skirmishers the honses in front of their line. As they arrived they
were formed, the Eleventh Corps on the right, the First Corps on the left of
Steinwehr. As the batteries came up, they were well posted by Colonels
Wainwright and Osborn, and soon a formidable array of artillery was ready
to cover with its fire all the approaches. Buford assembled his command on
the plain west of Cemetery Hill, covering the left flank and presenting a firm
front to any attempt at pursuit. The First Corps found a small reenforce
ment awaiting it, in the 7th Indiana, part of the train escort, which brought
up nearly five hundred fresh men. Wadsworth met them and led them to
Culp'sHill, where, under direction of Captain Pattison of that regiment, a defen
Rive line was marked out. Their brigade (Cutler's) soon joined them; wood
and stone were plentiful, and soon the right of the line was solidly established.

Nor was there wanting other assurance to the men who had fought so long
that their sacrifices had not been in vain. As they reached the hill they were
received by General Hancock, who an;ved just as they were coming up from
the town, under orders from General Meade to assume the command. His
person was well known; his presence inspired confidence, and it implied also
the near approach of his army-corps. He ordered Wadsworth at once to
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Culp's Hill to secure that important position, and aided by Howard, by War
ren who had also just arrived from headquarters, and by others, a strong
line, well flanked, was soon formed.

General Lee, who from Seminary Hill had witnessed the final attack, 8ent
Colonel Long, of his staff, a competent officer of sound judgment, to examine
the position, and directed Ewell to carry it if practicable, renewing, however,
his previous warning to avoid bringing on a general engagement until thf'
army was all up. Both Ewell, who was making some preparations with a
view to attack, and Long found the position a formidable one, strongly occu
pied and not accessible to artillery fire. Ewell's men were indeed in no con
dition for an immediate assault. Of Rodes's eight thousand, nearly three
thousand were hors de combat. Early had lost over five hundred, and had
but two brigades disposable, the other two having been sent on the report of
the advance of Federal troops, probably the Twelfth Corps, then near by, to
watch the York road. Hill's two divisions had been very roughly handled,
aud had lost heavily, and be withdrew them to Seminary Hill as Ewell
entered the town, leaving the latter with not more than eight thousand men
to secure the town and the prisoners. Ewell's absent division (Edward John
son's) was expected soon, but it did not arrive until near sunset, when the
Twelfth Corps and Stannard's Vermont brigade were also up, and the Third
Corps was arriving. In fact an assault by the Confederates was not pra("
ticable before 5: 30 P. M., and after that the position was perfectly seenT".
For the first time that day the Federals had the adv:antage of position, and
sufficient troops and artillery to occupy it, and Ewell would not have beeu
justified in attacking without the positive orders of Lee, who was present,
and wisely abstained from giving them. [Continuation on page 290.]

INCIDENTS OF THE FIRST DAY AT GETTYSBURG. J

BY f:. P. HALSTEAD, BREVET-)(AJOR AND ABBI8TANT ADJUTANT-GENEIUL, U. B. v.

where Gilneral Buford, with a small division of
cavalry, was contending against Heth's division
of infantry and vastly superior nwnbera.

The First Corps moved promptly, covered a dis
tance of nearly eight miles, and the First Division,
commanded by General Wadsworth, reached the
field about 10 o'clock in the forenoon.

In returning for the Second and Third divisions
I met John Bnrns in the field east of the Seminary.
with an old musket on his shoulder and a powdt'r
horn in his pocket, hurrying to the front, lookin~

terribly earnest. When near me he inquired,
"Which way are the rebels' Where are our
troops'" I infonned him that they WE're j1l8t in
front, that he would soon overtake them. He then
said, with much enthusiasm, "I know how to fight.
I have fit before!"

COUtmIlQ "'" - PI .... __ Wadsworth's division was immediately engaged,

SOON after daylight on July 1st, General Rey- except the Sixth Wisconsin, held in reserve by
nolds, t.hen at Marsh Run, gave orders to General Doubleday'S orders. General Robinson

move with all possible dispatch to Gettysburg, anti General Rowley were soon up with their divi-

J From a paper ",ad belore the DIAtr!<'t of Colmnhla Commaude-ry of the Loyal Legion. March 2d. 188'J.-EDrTO'"
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sions and hotly engBK6d, the former on the right of
the line, extending to near the Mummasburg road,
and the latter in the center between Meredith's
and Cutler's brigades of Wadsworth's division._

The advlUltages of position were, perhaps, favor
able to us, but in numbers the enemy was vastly
superior. We had 6 brigades, numbering, with the
artillery aqned to duty with us, 8200 men, IUld
we maintained our position for six hours and a half
against General A. P. Hill's corps of 13 brigades.
Gf"neral Archer and most of his brigade were
captured early in the day by Meredith's "Iron
Brigade." He evidently had expected an easy
.. walk over," judging from his disappointed man
ner after he was captured. A guard brought him
back to General Doubleday, who, in a very cor
dial manner,-they having been cadets at West
Point together, - said: I I Good-morning, Archer!
How are yon f I am glad to see you!" General
Archer replied: "Wl'lI, I am 1I0t glad to see you,
by a -- sight!" Very soon after this episode
the 6th Wisconsin, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Dawes, made a successful charge, resulting in
the capture of a force of the enemy in the rail
road out north of the Cashtown road, and a little
later General Baxter captured nearly all of Iver
son'a [Confederate] brigade.

About 2 o'clock in the afternoon the Eleventh
Corps reached the field IUld formed in line of battle
at about a right angle to the general line of the First
Corps, but did not connect with its right by several
hundred. yards, ao that both flanks were in the air.
When Ewell's troops approached from Carlisle
and York they struck the Eleventh Corps in front
and on both flanks almost simultaneously. The re
sult was an easy victory to the enemy, giving them
possession of Gettysburg before the First Corps had
eeased ftghting or had left its position west of the
Seminary. Thus the First Corps was enveloped
on its right IUld rear and was contending against
vastly superior numbers in its front.

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon General Double
day sent me t~ General Howard for reilnforcements
IUld orders. I found the latter in the cemetery
near the gate. He looked the picture of despair.
On receipt of the message he replied: " Tell
General Doubleday that I have no reilnforcements
to !lend him. I have only one regiment in reserve."
I then asked if he had any orders to give, and
l."aIll."d bia attention to the enemy then advancing
in line of battle overlapping our left by nearly
half a mile. He looked in that direction IUld re
plied rather sharply: "Those are nothing but rail
feneea, sir!" I said: "I beg your pardon, General;
if you will take my glass you will see something
besides rail fences." Turning to a statf-officer, he
bade him take the glass and see what it Was. The
officer looked, and in an instant lowered the glass,
BBying: "General, those are long lines of the
enemy I " General Howard then turned to me and
said: "Go t~ General Buford, give him my com
plimeDts, and teU him to go to General Double
day'. support." When asked where General Bu-

ford could be found, he replied: "I don't know! I
think he is over this way," pointing toward the
east.

After riding in that direction as far as I deemed
it wise or prudent, I returned to where General
Howard sat, just as General Hancock approached
at a swinging gallop. When near General Howard,
who was then alone, he saluted, and with great
animation, as if there was no time for ceremony,
said General Meade had sent him forward to take
command of the three corps. General Howard re
plied that he was the senior. General HlUlcock said:
" I am aware of that, General, but I have written
orders in my pocket from General Meade, which I
will show you if you wish to see them." General
Howard said: "No; I do not doubt your word,
General Hancock, but you can give no orders here
while I am here." Hancock replied: "Very well,
General Howard, I will second any order that you
have to give, but General Meade has also directed
me to select a field on which t.o fight this battle in
rear of Pipe Creek." Then, casting one glance from
Culp's Hill to Round Top, he continued: "But I
think this the strongest position by nature upon
which to fight a battle that I ever saw, and if it
meets Y'bur approbation I will select this as the
battle-field." General Howard responded: "I
think it a very strong position, General Hancock;
a very strong position!" "Very well, sir, I select
this as the battle-field." General HlUlcock im
mediately turned away to rectify our lines.

There was no person present besides myself
when the conversation took place betwl'en Howard
and Hancock. A number of years since I reminded
General Hancock of that fact and what I had heard
pass between them. He said that what I have
repeated here was true, and request.ed a written
statement, which I subsequently furnished him.

When I left General Howard to return to the
front, I discovered General Buford's cavalry only
a little to the west of the cemetery IUld delivered
the order I had received from General Howard.
Buford rose in his stirrups upon his tiptoes and
exclaimed: "What does he think I can do against
those long lines of the enemy out there f" II I don't
know anything about that, General; those are
General Howard's orders." "Very well," said he,
"I will see what I can do," and, like the true
soldier that he was, he moved his command out in
plain view of the enemy and formed for the charge.
The enemy, seeing the movement, formed squares
in echelon, which delayed them and materially
aided in the escape of the First Corps, if it did not
save a lal'ge portion of the remnant from capturl'.
The formation of squal'es by the enemy that day has
been doubted by nearly every one with whom I
have convel'sed upon the subject, and not until the
meeting of the survivors of t.he Fi1'St Corps at
Gettysburg, in May, 1885, was I able to satisfy
Colonel Bachelder, who has made a study of that
battle, of thfl correctness of my statement, and
only then after it had been corroborated by two of
Buford's officers who were in the engagement.
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HANCOCK AND HOWARD IN THE FffiST DAY'S FIGHT.

I. FROM GENERAL HANCOCK'S OFFICIAL REPORT.

GENERAL HANCOCK'S report bears no date except
1863, but a supplemental report, by way of cor
reetion, dated October 24th, shows that the paper
was written prior to that time, and during hit!
convalescence from the wound received near the
end of the battle. There are passages in the repol't
which show a determination on the part of Meade
to fight at Pipe Creek. General Hancock says:

U On the morntus of July let the command marched
to Taneytown, IlOInR into bivouac about 11 A. 1(. I then
proceeded In penon to General Meade's headqlllll'ter8,
lIDd, on reporting to him, was informed as to his inten
tion with refereuce to giving battle to the enemy, the
ordere tor preparatory movementa being then ready for
ilM'ue. A tew minutes before 1 P. II. I received orders
to proceed in person to tbe front and a88ume command
of the First, Third, and Eleventh COrp8, in consequence
of the death of M~or-GeneralReynolds. Having been
fll1ly tntormcd by the m~or-geueralcommanding &8 to
h1a intentionll, I W&ll iuatructed by him to give the
aeceM&I'Y directIons upon my arrival at the front for
the movement of troops and trainll to the rear toward
the line ot battle he had Ilelected, ehould I deem it ex
pedjen' to do 80. If the ground was lluitable, and cir
CllmIItancee made it wille, I W8.11 directed to IlIItabllBh
the line of ba'tle at Gettyeburg. . . . At 3 P. 1(. I
arrived at Gi!ttYllbur~ and _umed the command. At
thiII time the FIrIIt aud Eleventh corps were retiring
\hroagh the towu, elollely punUed by the enemy. The
eavalryot Gfoneral BUford was ocoupying a firm position
on the pla.in to the left of Gettysburg, oovering the rear
of the retreatiDl{ oorpe. The Third COrp8 had not yet
arrived from Emmltaburg. Orders were at once given
to eatabl1llh a line of battle on Cemetery Hill, with 1I1dr
mlahel'll occupying that part of the town immediately
In oar front. The position Jut on the southern edge ot
GcUylIburg. overlooking the town and commanding the

Emmitl!burg and Taneytown roadB and the Baltimore
turnpl1l:e, W&II already partially ocoupied on my arrival
by direction of M~or-GeneralHoward. Some diftlculty
waa experienced in forming the troops of the Eleventh
COrp8, but by vigoroua efforte a enft!cientlY formidable
line W&ll eetablished to deter the enemy trom any lIerious
auault on the position. They pWlhed forward a line
of battle for a short diatanoo e&llt of the Baltimore
turnpike, but it wall easily checked by the tire of our
artillery. In forming the linee, I received material
aBBistance from lIIaJor-General Howard. Brigadler-Gen
cralll Warren and BUford, and oftlcen of General How
ard's command. . . . The tralnll of all the troops
under my command were ordered to the rear, that they
might not interfere with any movement ot trooPII that
might be directed by the ml\lor-general commanding.
My aide, M~or Mitchell, W&ll theu Rent to General
Meade to inform him of the state of aft'aira, and to l18y
that I would hold the position until night. Shortly
utter, I addre88ed a communication to the m~or-general
commanding, Bending it by Captain Parker, of my IItaft',
giving in detail the information in my pOY888ion, and
informing him that the pOllition at Gettysburg W&II a
very strong one, having for itl! diIIadvantage that it
might be easily turned. and leaving to him the rellpon
sibWty whether the battle should be fought at Getty.
burg or at a place tirst selected by him. Between Ii
Bnd 8 o'clock, my dillpollitionll having been completed,
M~or-GeneralSlocum arrived on the lIeld, and, consid·
ering that my funotionll had ceBBed, I transferred the
command to him. The head of the Third Corps ap
peared in a1ght shortly afterward, on the Emmitsburg
road.

.. About dark I IItarted for the headquarters of the
army, lltill at Taneytown, thirteen mUea diBtant, and
reported in person to General Meade. I then aaoer
tained that he had already given ord8l'll for the COrp8
iu the ·rear to advance at once to Gettyllbnrg, and was
abont proceeding there In peI'lIOn."

U. PROM OENEBAL HOWARD'S OJl'l'ICIAL REPORT.

GE!lE&AL HOWARD's detailed report is dated Au- Ridge and not far from the Il6minary. Toward the rilfht
gust 31at, 1863, and speaks specifically of the masll6ll of cavalry were drawn up in order, to the e&lIt of
eourae of events after he took command on the the ridge and to the north-e8.8t of the town. A portion

of the First Corp8, of General WadBworth'lI command,
morning of the Finrt Day's battle. He says: was between me aud the semInary, taking position near

.. .JW!lt at sunaet [June lIOth] I received a request from the railroad. Another division of this OOrp8 was moVing
~eral Reynolds, commanding Flr8t Corps, to meet by the ftllollk with conalderable rapidity, along the ridge
him at hill headquarters [at Marsh Run, midway between and in a nort.h-e8.8terly direction. I had etudied the
Emmitsbarg and GettYllburg]. He then showed me the poaitiou a few momenta, when a report reached me that
orden from your headqnarten placing him in command General Reynolds WlU! wounded. At ftrat I hoped his
of the First, Eleventh, and Third COrp8; also the clr- wound might be slight, and that he would continue to
enlara of the commanding general dated June soth, command; but In a l!hort time I Will! undeceived. Ilia
to«ether with a conftdentlal communioation. The pur- aide-de-camp, Ml\Ior [William] Riddle, brought the Bad
port ot th_ papers W&II that a ~eneral engagement W&II tidin~ of hill death. This W&ll about 11: 30 A. M. Prior
imminent, the i88U811 involved immenll6, and all com- to th1a the general had aent me ordera to move up at
mandenJ IU'Iled to extraordinary exertions. Geueral doul9le-quick, for he was eeverely engaged. On hearingot
Reynolds and I conllulte.d together, C01Jlparln~notNland the death of General Reynolds, I _umed command ot
Information until alate hour. I then returned to Em- the left win~, instructiug General Schurz to take com·
mttAlJIlJ'g. A circular from your headquarten, of June mandofthe Eleventh Corps. Atteran eXlUDinatlon olthe
30th. reqwred COrp8 commanders to hold their com- generalfeatlU'Cll of the oountry, I came to the conciUllion
manda in readln8811 to move at a moment'll notice. . ., that the only tenable poaltton for my limited force Wall
At 8 .L •• [July 1st) orders were received from him the ridge to the lIOuth-e&llt of Gettyeburlf, now 110 weD
[Reynoldll] directing the corps to mart'h to GettYllburg. known lUI Cemetery Ridge. The highest point at the
. . • AlllIOOn &II the COrp8 waa set in motion, I pUllhed cemetery commanded every eminence within eallY
on wUh my stalf by the direct road, and when within range. The IIlopes toward the weat and lIOuth Wl're
two mil811 or Gettysburg received wonl from General gradual, and coold be completely 8wept by artUll'ry.
Reyuolda, pointln~ out the place where I was to en- To the north, the ridge W8.11 broken by a ravine running
eaD1P: bUt. on approaching the town, heavy artiDery transversely. I at once eetab1l8hed my headquarters
AriDS w.... heard. For some little time I endeavored, ne.... tbe cemetery and on the hhlrheat point north of the
by IICm4ing in diJrerent direotloulI, to tind General Baltimore pike. Here General Schurz Joined me before
Reynolds, in order to report to him in ptll'IIOn. In the 121(., wheu I Instructed him to make the followIng di&
meantime I went to the top of a high buUdlngin Getty. pollltiona of the Eleventh Corps. Learning from Gen
burg fllClDg wllBtward.. I saw tiring beyond 8elli1nary eral DoUbleday, oommanding the Flr8t Corp8, that hla
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right WBll hanllll'll8sed. and receiving oontinued _ur
anoo that bls left W&8 we and pUBhing the enemy back,
I ordered the F1rBt and Third div1!llons of the Eleventh
Cor.-pe to aeue and hold a prominent height [Oak Hill,
wbich they did not reach -the Confederates getting
there lirst.- EDlTOR8] on the right of the C&8htown road
and on the prolongation of Semluary Ridge, ll&Ch di
vision to have a battery of artillery, the other three
batteries, supported by General Steinwehr's division
18C<'ond), to be pnt in position near me on cemetery Hlli.

"About 1~: 30 [Po ••] General Buford sent me word that
the enemy WD8 UlBoB8ing between the York and Harr1B
burg ro&dB, to the nortb of Gettysburg, some three or
four mUes from the town. Quite a large number of
prisoners bad alreooy been taken by the F1rBt Corps.
They reported that we were engaging Hill's corps, or a
portion of it, and tbat an aide of General Longstreet
boo arrived, stating that be would be up with one
div1Bion In a short time. About tbls time tbe helM1
of oolumn of tbe Eleventh Corpll entered and PB88ed
through the town, moving forwanl rapidly toward the
position ordered. The news of Ewell's advance from
the direction of York was oonfirmed by reports from
General Schurz, General Buford, and MlIJor Charles H.
Howard, my aide-de-camp, who had been sent in that
direotion to reconnoiter. I therefore ordered General
Schurz to halt h1!l command, t~ prevent h1!l right llank
being turned, but to push forwanl a thiok linc of sk1r
mlshcl'll to seize the point first indicated [Oak HlllI, &8
a relief and support to the First Corpl. MeanwbUe
word was sent to General SicklCB, commanding Third
Corpll, aUlI General Slocum, oommandlng Twelfth, In
forming them of the situation of alfa1rB, with a request
that General Sickles forward my dispate.h to General
MeIM1e. General SicklCB was at that time, about 1 P••.,
near Emmit8burg, and General Slocum reported to be
near Two Taverns, d1!ltant between four and five mUes
from Gettysburg. At ~ P. K. a report of the state of
things as then existing W&8 sent to General MeIM1e di
rectly. About this time I left my cblef-ilf-lltalf to exe
cnte order8, and went to tbe Firat Corps. I found
General Donbleday about a qnarter of a roUe beyond
the 8emlnary. Hi!! Third Divl810n was drawn np to hl8
front and lett, facing towanl the north-we8t, making a
large angle with the ridge. The artillery of th1!l diviBlon
was engaging the enemy at this time. His Firat DIv1B1on
(Wadsworth's) W&8 located a little to the right of the
railrooo, and hi8 8econd DlvlBion (RoblnBOn'8) on Wad&
worth's right. The F1ratCorps, In this pOBitlon, made a
right angle with the Eillventh Corpe, tbe vertex being
near the Mumm&8burg road. The cavalry of General
Buford W&8 located malnly upon the llank8. After in
specting the poaltion of the Firat Cor.-pe, and examining
the topograpby of that part of the field, I returned to
my former poBltion at the cemetery. Abont thi8 time
(~: ,&5 P.•.) the enemy showed bimself in force In front
of the Eleventh COrp8. His batterlea could be d1!ltlnctly
seen on a prominent alope between the Mummasburg
and the Harrisburg road8. From this point he opened
1lre upon the Eleventh Corp8, and alBo more or leas en
t1ladtng ~blnBOn's div1B1on of the Fint Corps. The
battt>rlea attached to the FIrat and Third dlvll!Jons,
Eleventh COrp8, Immediately replied, and with evldent
etrect. One battery of the enemy, a little more than a
mile north from the cemetery, near the Harrisburg
rooo, conld be diatinctly 8een, and all I had a battery of
a-Inch rlded gnus. under Wiedrich, near my position. I
dlrer·ted him to fire, provided be could reaeh the enemy.
He did so, but his 8be1l8 tor the m08t part fell 8hort.
Boon after OODlplalnt came tbat they reached no farther
than our own cavalry; however, I never heArd that 8Uy
of our own men were Jdlled or woanded by thi81lre. The
re&BOn of this irregularity was the poor qnal1ty of till'
ammunition there used. SUbsequently the8e gun8 did
m08t excellent service.

.. I now sent again to General 8locDln, stating that my
right flank W&8 attacked and RBklng him It he W&8 moY
ing up, and stating that I WRB In danger of being turnl'd
and driven back. Before this my aide-de-camp, Captain
[Edwanl P.] PeaI'lIOn, bad been llent to General Sicklllll,

requeeting him to move up to Gettysburg &8 rapidly a..
poasible. Owing to d1ftlculty In 1lndlngGeneral Sickles'.
helM1qu&rtera, th1!l mCllB&ge WII8 not delivered until
S:30 P. K.

At S: 20 P. 11". the enemy renewed h1!l attack upon thl'
First Corps, hotly pre8slng the FinJt and 8econd divis
ions. Earne8t requeatll were made upon me for ret'n
forcements, and General Schurz, wbo W&8 engaged with
a force of the enemy muob larger thau his own, asked
for a brlgooe to be plaood en eeJulon on his rlKht. I bad
then only two amall brigades In reserve. and had
already located three regiments from theae in tbe edIle
of the town and to tile north, and I felt sure that I muat
hold the point where I W&8 as an ultimate J"('80rt.

Therefore I at lirst replied that I could not spare any
troops, but did afterward pt'.rmit General Stelnwehr to
push out Colonel Coster's brigade beyond the town. to
cover the retreat. General Buford W&8 requCIlted to
support the center, ncar the right of the FIrat Corpe, lIB

well &8 be could with his cavalry. A third battery wu
Ilent to tbe front, and put tn p08iUon near the Third Di
mion, Eleventh Corps. At S:.5 P. M. Generals Double
day and Woosworth besought me for reenfore.emenhl.
I directed General Schurz, if be could spare one rejd
lDent or more, to send It to reenforce General Wsd....
worth, and severnl timea Bent urgent request8 to
General Slocum to come to my OBBistance. To ev..ry
application for reenforl'.emtont8, I replied, " Hold out, if
possible, a while longer, for I aID expecting GeueJ'1l1
Slocum every moment." At th1!l time General Donble
daY'llleft was turned. and trOOI'll of the enemy appeanod
far outdanklng him, and the ent'mywere a180 extendlnl!"
beyoud my right 1lank. About' P. JI. I Bent word to
General Donbleday that, if he could not bold out longer,
be mU8t fall back, llghtlng, to Cemetery roll and on thl'
left of the Baltimore pike; also a request to Gt!neral
Buford to make a show ot force opposite the enemy'"
right, which he Immediately did. I now d1Bpatchlod
MaJor Howard, my aide-d~amp,to ~neralSlocum, to
inform him of the 8Ule of atraira, requesting bim to 1!eud
one of h1!l divlBlona to the left. the otber to the rigbt of
Gettysburg, and tbat be would come in person w Ctome
tery Hill. He met the general on the Baltimore pike.
about a mUe from Gettysburg, who replled that he had
already ordered a division to the right, and that b("
woul.l IlCnd another to ClOver the left, 118 reqnested. bat
that he did not wish to come up In pe1'IlOn to tbe front
and take the reaponBlbil1ty of that fight. In jU8tlOO to
~neral Slocum, I d8ll1re to II&y that be afterwanl ex
pressed tbo opinion that it W&8 against the wish of the
commanding general to bring on a general engagement
at tilat point.

"At': 10 P. JI., finding tbat I eould hold ont no longer.
and that the troope were already giving way. I arnt a
positive order to tbe oommandera of the F1rBt and Elev
enth corps to fall back gradually, di8pntlng ("very tn"h
of ground, and to form near my position. the Ele,-enth
Corps on the right and the First Corps on t,he left of the
Baltimore pike. General Stelnwehr'a divlB10n of the
Eleventh Corps and tbe batteries wbich be WII8 IIUpport
Ing were 110 dispo8ed 68 to eheck the enemy attempUng
to come throngh the town, or to al'proaeh upon the rigbt
or left of Gettyshurg. The movement ordered WIUI ("xe
ented, though wlth coDBiderable ..~nfu8lon, on a('('.()unt
of tbe Firat and Eleventb 1lOr.-pe coming tojfether in the
town.

" At I.: 80 P. K. the columns reached Cemetery HIll th..
enemy preeB1ng bard. He made a BIngle attempt t.o tum
0\11' right, &Bcendtng the 810pe north-f\ll8t of Gt'ttyAblU'll:.
but hiMlino W&8 In8tantly broken l,yWiedrich's battery,
in poaltlon on tbe beight8. General Hanrock rame to
me about thl8 time and said General Meade had ~Ilt

blm on hearing the 8tate of atrall'l!; tbat b(" bad JdvrD
him hl8 in8tructtODs whDe under til" impM'Mlon thnt h..
W&8 my 8enior. We agreed at onel'! that that WaM no
time for ta1Idng, and that General Hancock Mould fur
ther arrange the troope and plaee th(" batteriCII npon the
left of the Baltimore ptke, wh1le I should take tbe right
ot the 8ame. In a very sbort time we put the tl'OOl'" In
poBit1on, &8 I had prevl0U8ly directed, excepting tbat
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Otmeral WadAworth's dlvlolon W88 sent to occupy a
h~bt. t.o tbe right and rear of our pollitiou. In P88II!ng
throagh the town we l08tmany pr18onen, but the enemy,
peroeh"lng the strength of our pollitlon on the heights,
made no further attempts to renew the engagement that
en'nln~

•• About 7 P. 1lI. Oeneral8 Slocuw and Sickles IUT1vedat
tbt' .."metery. A formal omer Watl at the Bawe time put
luto my bandll placing General Hancock in command of
tb.. left w1Dg. But General Slocum being present, and
",·n1or. I t.urned t,he command over to him, and resumed
the direct command of the Eleventh Corp... whereupon
(;eneral Hancock repaired to the headquarters of Gen
..ral Meade. The eventful day Will! over. The FirlJt and
Ell'\'entb corps, nuwbering 1688 than eighteen thou8and
w..n, nobly aided by Bufom'8 division of cavalry, had
..ngaKed and held In check uearly double their numbere
from 10 in thewornlognnt1l71n the evening. They gave
way, it 18 trut'. after ham fighting, yet they secured and
Ilt"ld the remarkable position which, under the able gen·
..ralt<h1p of the c,OIumander of thl8 army, contributed to
the Kmnd I'63nlts of July lid and 3d."

In a letter to President Lincoln, dated Near Ber
lin, July 18th, 1863 ("Official Records," Vol.
XX\LI., p. 700), General Howard saY8:

.. The ..uooeMfullMue of the battle of Gettysburg W88

due walnl)' to the energetic operatlon8 of our pretMlDt

commanding general prior to the engagement, and to
the manner in which he handled his troops on the 1Ield.
The reserVeil have never before during thl8 war been
thrown In at Just the right moment. In many C8868

when points were Just being carried by the t'newy, a
regiment or brigade appeared to stop his progress and
hurl him back. Moreover, I have never seen a more
hearty cooperation on the part of geueral omcen KM

lI!noo Geneml Meade took commaud."

In a resolution dated January 2Ath, Hl64, the
thanks of Congress were tendered to General
Joseph Hooker and his army for the movement
covering Washington and Baltimore; "and to
Major-General George G. Meade, Major-General
Oliver O. Howard, and the officers and soldiers of
that army, for the skill and heroic valor which, at
Gettysburg, repulsed, defeated, and drove back,
broken and dispirited, beyond the Rappahannock,
the veteran army of the Rebellion." On May
30th, 1866, the thanks of Congress were given
to Major-General \V. S. Hancock, "for his gal
lant, meritorious, and conspicuous share in that
great and decisive victory" - meaning Gettys-
burg. EDITORS.
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BY H. X. X. RICHARD8, COMPANY A, 26TH PENNsYLVANIA XILITIA.

F OR twenty-three years we have heard it aBBerted and there saw General Early's troops a few miles
that the people of Gettysburg were lacking in distant. Early says in his report: "I sent General

patriotism because they did not spring to arms en Gordon with his brigade and White'8 battalion of
IWIU1Ie, and II.8sipt in repelling the invaders. In THE cavalry on the pike through Cashtown toward Get
CENTCRY for November, 1886, CharlesF. Weakll1y tysburg, and moved with the rest of the command
i.~ mentioned, in addition to old John Burns, as one to the left through Hilltown to Mummasburg. The
who volunteered; but these are not all. object of this movement was for Gordon to amuse

epon the first indication of an invasion of Penn- and skirmish with the enemy while I should get
sylvania, the 26th Regiment, P. V. M., was organ- on his flank and rear so as to capture his whole
izoo and mustered into the United States service force." We, a few hundred men at the most, ~ere
at Harrisburg, under the command of Colonel in the toils; what should be done' We would
W. W. Jennings of that city. Company A of this gladly have marched to join the Anny of the Po
regiment, to which I belonged, was composed of tomac, under Meade, but where was itt Our
studl'nts from the Lutheran Theological Seminary colonel, left to his own resources, wisely decided
and the Pennsylvania College of Gettysburg, and to make an effort to return to Harrisburg, and im
of citizens of the town; one other company came mediately struck off from the pike, the Confeder
from Hanover, but a few miles distant. ates capturing many of our rear.guard after a sharp

On June 23d we left Harrisburg for Gettysburg, skirmish, and sending their cavalry in pursuit of
to be u.'led, I believe, as ri1lemen among the hills us. These latter overtook us in the afternoon at
near Cashtown. A railroad accident prevented Witmer's house, about four and a half miles from
this plan from being carried into eft'ect, and kept Gettysburg on the Carlisle road, where after an
l1lI from rt'&ching Gettysburg until the 26th, by engagement t.hey were repulsed with some loss.
which time General Early had reached Cashtown. After many vicissitudE's, we finally reached Harris.
In aecordance with orders received from Major burg, having marched 54 out of 60 consecutive
6ranville O. Haller, ~ in command of the post, we hours, with a loss of some 200 men.
Wl'rp marched out on the Chambersburg pike at 10 It should be added that Gettysburg, small town
A. x .• June 26th, for a distance of about three and as it was, had already furnished its quota to the
a half miles, accompanied by Major Robert Bell, army. Moreover, on the first day of the battle
who commanded a troop of horse, also raised, I hundreds of the unfortunate men of Reynolds's gal
understand, in Gettysburg. Having halted, our lant corps were secreted, sheltered, fed, and aided
l'olonel. accompanied by Major Bell, rode to the in every way by the men and women of the town.
brow of an elevation distant several hundred yards, RBADING, PA., November2d, 1886.

~ Acting aide-de-camD to General Couch, 60mmaDdlng the Department of the 8U8quehanna.- EDITOltll.
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BY HENRY J. HUNT, BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, U. 8. A., CHIEF OF ARTILLERY A. P.

ON June 30th, at Taneytown, General Meade received information that the
enemy was advancing on Gettysburg, and corps commanders were at

once instructed to hold their commands in readiness to march against him.
The next day, July 1st, Meade wrote to Reynolds that telegraphic intelligence
from Couch, and the movements reported by Buford, indicated a concentra
tion of the enemy's army either at Chambersburg or at some point on a line
drawn from that place through Heidlersbnrg to York. Under these circum
stances, Meade informed Reynolds that he had not yet decided whether it
was his best policy to move to attack before he knew more definitely Lee's
point of concentration. He seems, however, soon to have determined not to
advance until the movements or position of the enemy gave strong assuranee
of ~uccess, and if the enemy took the offensive, to withdraw his own army
from its actual positions and form line of battle behind Pipe Creek, between
Middleburg and Manchester. The considerations probably moving him to
this are not difficult to divine. Examination of the maps [see page 266] will
show that such a line would cover Baltimore and Washington in all dirc<'
tions from which Lee could advance, and that Westminster, his base, would.
be immediately behind him, with short railroad communication to Baltimore.
It would, moreover, save much hard marching, and restore to the ranks the
thousands of stragglers who did not reaeh Gettysburg in time for the batth,.
. From·Westminster-which is in Parr's Ridge, the eastern boundary of the
valley of the Monocacy-good roads led in all directions, and gave the place
the same strategic value for Meade that Gettysbur~ had for Lee. The nl'W
line could not be turned by Lee without imminent danger to his own army,
nor could he afford to advance upon Baltimore or Washingt<>n, leavin~ thf:'
Army of the Potomac intact behind and so near him;-thnt would he to
invite the fate of Burgoyne. Mead~, then, could safely select a good " offen
sive-defensive line" behind Pipe Creek and establish himself the1"(" with
perfect liberty of action in all directions. Without magazines or assured

JContinued from page 284.
290
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communications, Lee would have to scatter his army more or less in order to
subsist it, and su expose it to Meade; or else keep it united, and so starve
it, a course which Meade could compel by simple demonstrations. There
would then be but two courses for Lee,-either to attack Meade in his chosen
position or to retreat without a battle. The latter, neither the temper of
his army nor that of his Government would probably permit. In case of a
defeat Meade's line of retreat would be comparatively short, and easily cov
ered, whilst Lee's would be for two marches through an open country before
he could gain the mountain passes. As Meade believed Lee's army to be at least
equal to his OWll, all the elements of the problem were in favor of the Pipe
Creek line. But Meade's orders for July 1st, drawing his corps toward the
threatened flank, carried Reynolds to Gettysburg, and Buford's report has
tened this movement. Reynolds, who probably never received the Pipe Creek
circular, was eager for the conflict, and his collision with Heth assuming the
dimensions of a battle, caused an immediate concentration of both armies at
Gettysburg. Prior to this, the assembling of Meade's army behind Pipe
Creek would have been easy, and all fears of injuring thereby the morale of
his troops were idle; the Army of the Potomac was of "sterner stuff" than
that implies. The battle of July 1st changed the situation. Overpowered by
numbers, the First and Eleventh corps had, after hard fighting and inflicting
as well as incurring heavy losses, been forced back to their reserve, on Ceme
tery Hill, which they still held. To have withdrawn them now would have
been a retreat, and might have discouraged the Federal, as it certainly would
have elated the Confederate troops; especially as injurious reports unjust
to both the corps named had been circulated. It would have been to acknowl
edge a defeat when there was no defeat. Meade therefore resolved to fight
at Gettysburg. An ominous dispatch from General Halleck to Meade, that
afternoon, suggesting that whilst his tactical arrangements were good, his
strategy was at fault, that he was too far east, that Lee might attempt to
turn his left, and that Frederick was preferable as a base to Westminster,
may have confirmed Meade in this decision.

In pursuance of his instructions, I had that morning (July 1st) reconnoi
tered the country behind Pipe Creek for a battle-ground. On my return I
found General Hancock at General Meade's tent. He informed me that Rey
nolds was killed, that a battle was going on at Gettysburg, and that he was
under orders to proceed to that place. His instructions were to examine it
and the intermediate country for a suitable field, and if his report was favor
able the troops would be ordered forward. Before the receipt that evening of
Hancock's written report from Cemetery Hill, which was not very encouraging,
General Meade received from others information as to the state of affairs at the
front, set his troops in motion toward Gettysburg, afterward urged them to
forced marches, and under his orders I gave the necessary instructions to the
Artillery Reserve and Park for a battle there. The move was, under the cir
cumstances, a bold one, and Meade, as we shall see, took great risks. We left
Taneytown t{)ward 11 P. M., and reached Gettysburg after midnight. Soon
after, General Meade, accompanied by General Howard and myself, inspected
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our lines so far as then occupied, after which he directed me to examine
them again in the morning, and to see that the artillery was properly posted.
He had thus l'ecognized my " command" of the artillery; indeed, he did not
know it had been suspended. I resumed it, therefore, and continued it to the
end of the battle.

At the close of July 1st Johnson's and Anderson's divisions of the Confed
erate anny were up. Ewell's corps now covered our front from Benner's
Hill to the Seminary, his line passing through the town-Johnson on the
left, Early in the center, Rodes on the right. Hill's corps occupied Seminary
Ridge, and during the next morning extended its line from the Seminary
south nearly to the Peach Orchard on the Emmitsburg road; Trimble-vice
Pender, wounded-on the left; Anderson on the right; Pettigrew-vice Heth,
wounded-in reserve. Of Longstreet's corps, McLaws's division and Hood's
except Law's brigade not yet up-camped that night on Marsh Creek, four
miles from Gettysburg. His Reserve Artillery did not reach Gettysburg
until 9 A. M. of the 2d. Pickett's division had been left at Chambersburg as
rear-guard, and joined the corps on the night of the 2d.

It had not been General Lee's intention to deliver a general battle whilst so
far from his base, unless attacked, but he now found himself by the mere
force of circumstances committed to one. If it must take place, the sooner
the better. His anny was now nearly all on the ground, and delay, whilst it
could not improve his own position, would certainly better that of his antag
onist. Longstreet, indeed, urged General Lee instead of attacking to turn
Meade's left, and by interposing between him and Washington and threaten
ing bis communications, to force him to attack the ConfedArate army in posi
tion; but General Lee probably saw that Meade would be under no such
necessity; would have no great difficulty in obtaining supplies, and-disre
garding the clamor from Washington-could playa waiting game, which it
would be impossible for Lee to maintain in the open country. He could not
advance on Baltimore or Washington with Meade in his rear, nor could his
army subsist itself in a hostile region which would soon swarm with addi
tional enemies. His communications could be cut off, for his recommenda
tion to assemble even a small army at Culpeper to cover them and aid him
had not been complied with.

A battle was a necessity to Lee, and a defeat would be more disastrous to
Meade, and less so to himself, at Gettysburg than at any point east of it.
'Vith the defiles of the South Mountain range close in his rear, which could
lJe easily held by a small force, a safe retreat through the Cumberland Valley
was assured, so that his army, once through these passes, would be practi
cally on the banks of the Potomac, at a point already prepared for crossing.
Any position east of Gettysburg would deprive him of these advantages. It
i!" more probable that General Lee was influenced by cool calculation of this
nature than by hot blood, or that the opening success of a chance battle had
thrown him off his balance. Whatever his reasons, he decided to accept the
gage of battle offered by Meade, and to attack as soon as practicable. Ewell
had made arrangements to take possession of Culp's Hill in the early morn-
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General Meade arrived at Cemetery Hill at one o'clock came the target of a heavy arttllery fire which ca1l8l'd 10

In the morning of JDly 2d, and after daylight IlIltab- 8Cattertng of oftlcers and Iltal11i1 and the headqu&nfOf"l
1I11hed hili headquarten In a email farm-hol1lle on the lIIgnal corpe. DurIng the terrific cannonade wbleb~
Taneytown road, little more than an eighth of a mile ceded Plckett'e charge on July ad, Meade'll beadqu.arw,...
e&IIt of Hanoock'e line of battle, which WIl8 the Union received a 1It111 greater etorm of ehot and ebell. with th.
center. In the afternoon of July lid. headquarten be· lI&me reeult.- EDITORS.

ing, and his troops were under arms for the purpose by the time General
Meade had finished the moonlight inspection of his lines, when it was aSCt'r

mined by a reconnoitering party sent out by Johnson, that the hill was occu
pied, and its defenders on the alert; and further, from a captured dispat.-.ll
from General Sykes to General Slocum, that the Fifth Corps was on the Han
over road only four miles off, and would march at 4 A. H. for Culp's Hill.
Johnson thereupon deferred his attack and awaited Ewell's instructions.

General Lee had, however, during the night determined to attack the Fed
eral left with Longstreet's corps, and now instructed Ewell, as soon as h4:'
heard Longstreet's guns, to make a diversion in his favor, to be convert-ro, if
opportunity offered, into a real attack,

Early on the morning of July 2d, when nearly all the Confederate anny hat!
reached Gettysburg or its immediate vicinity, a large portion of the Army of
the Potomac was still on the road. The Second Corps and Sykes, with tWI)
divisions of the Fifth, arrived about 7 A. H., Crawford's division not joining
until noon; Lockwood's brigade-two regiments from Baltimore-at 8; Dt'
Trobriand's and Burling's brigades of the Third Corps, from Emmitsb~.

at 9, and the Artillery Reserve and its large ammunition trains from Taney
town at 10:30 A. H, Sedgwick's Sixth Corps, the largest in the anny, after a
lon~ night march from Manchester, thirty-four miles distant, reached RO<'k
Creek at 4 P. H. The rapidity with which the army was assembled 'W"a:,
creditable to it and to its commander. The heat was oppressive, the long
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marches, especially the night marches, were trying and had caused much
straggling.

All this morning Meade was busily engaged personally or by his staff in
rectifying his lines, assigning positions to the commands as they came up,
watching the enemy, and studying the field, parts of which we have described
in general terms. We now refer the reader to the map [po 299] to aid our
furt·her description of some necessary even if tedious details. Near the
western base of Cemetery Hill is Ziegler's Grove. From this grove the dis
tance nearly due south to the base of Little Round Top is a mile and a half.
A well-defined ridge known as Cemetery Ridge follows this line from Ziegler's
for 900 yards to another small grove, or clump of trees, where it turns sharply
to the east for 200 yards, then turns south again, and continues in a direct
line toward Round Top, for 700 yards, to George Weikert's. So far the ridge
is smooth and open, in full view of Seminary Ridge opposite, and distant
from 1400 to 1600 yards. At Weikert's, this ridge is lost in a large body of
rocks, hills, and woods, lying athwart the direct line to Round Top, and
forcing a bend to the east in the Taneytown road. This rough space also
stretches for a quarter of a mile or more west of this direct line, toward Plum
Run. Toward the south it sinks into low marshy ground which reaches to the
base of Little Round Top, half a mile or more from George Weikert's. The
west side of this broken ground was wooded through its whole extent from
north to south. Between this wood and Plum Run is an open cleared space
300 yards wide-a continuation of the open country in front of Cemetery
Ridge; Plum Run flows south-easterly toward Little Round Top, then makes
a bend to the south-west, where it receives a small stream or "branch" from
Seminary Ridge. In the angle between these streams is Devil's Den, a bold,
rocky height, steep on its eastern face, and prolonged as a ridge to the west.
It is 500 yards due west of Little Round Top, and 100 feet lower. The north
ern extremity is composed of huge rocks and bowlders, forming innumerable
crevices and holes, from the largest of which the hill derives its name. Plum
Run valley is here marshy but strewn with similar bowlders, and the slopes of
the Round Tops are covered with them. These afforded lurking-places for a
multitude of Confederate sharp-shooters whom, from the difficulties of the
ground, it was impossible to dislodge, and who were opposed by similar
methods on our part; so that at the close of the battle these hiding-places,
and especially the" Den" itself, were filled with dead and wounded men.
This kind of warfare was specially destructive to Hazlett's battery on Round
Top, as the cannoneers had to expose themselves in firing, and in one case
three were shot in quick succession, before the fourth succeeded in discharg
ing the piece. A cross-road connecting the Taneytown and Emmitsburg
roads runs along the northern base of Devil's Den. From its Plum Run
crossing to the Peach Orchard is 1100 yards. For the first 400 yards of this
distance, there is a wood on the north and a wheat-field on the south of the
road, beyond which the road continues for 700 yards to the Emmitsburg road
along Devil's Den ridge, which slopes on the north to Plum Run, on the south
to Plum Branch. From Ziegler's Grove the Emmitsburg road runs diago-
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nally across the interval
between Cemetery and
Seminary ridges, cross
ing the latter two miles
from Ziegler's Grove.
From Peach Orchard
to Ziegler's is nearly a
mile and a half. For
half a mile the road
runs along a ridge at
right angles to that
of Devil's Den, which
slopes back to Plum
Run. The angle at the
Peach Orchard is thus
formed by the inter
section of two bold
ridges, one from Devil's
Den, the other along
the Emmitsburg road.
It is distant about 600
yards from the wood
which skirts the whole
length of Seminary
Ridge and COVel'S the
movement of troops
between it and Wil
loughby Run, half a
mile beyond. South of

the Round Top and Devil's Den lidge the country is open, and the principal
obstacles to free movement are the fences - generally of stone - which sur
round the numerous fields.

As ow' troops came up they were assigned to places on the line: th£'
Twelfth Corps, General A. S. Williams,- vice Slocum, commanding the right
wing,- to Culp's Hill, on Wadsworth's right; Second Corps to Cemetery
Ridge - Hays's and Gibbon's divisions, from Ziegler's to the clump of trees,
Caldwell's to the short ridge to its left and rear. This ridge had been occu
pied by the Third Corps, which was now directed to prolong Caldwell's line to
Round Top, relieving Geary's division, which had been stationed during thp
night on the extreme left, with two regiments at the base of Little Round
Top. The Fifth Corps was placed in reserve near the Rock Creek crossing of
the Baltimore pike; tIle Artillery Reserve and its large trains were parked ill
a central position on a cross-road from the Baltimore pike to the Taneytowll
road; Buford's cavalry, except Merritt's brigade (then at Emmitsburg), was
near Round Top, from which point it was ordered that morning to Wel't
minster, thu8 uncovering our left flank; Kilpatrick's and Gregg's divisions
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were well out on the right flank, from which, after a brush with Stuart on
the evening of the 2d, Kilpatrick was sent next morning to replace Buford,
Merritt being also ordered up to our left.

The morning was a busy and in some respects an anxious one; it was
believed that the whole Confederate army was assembled, that it was equal
if not superior to our own in numbers, and that the battle would commence
before our troops were up. There was a gap in Slocum's line awaiting a
division of infantry, and as some demonstrations of Ewell about daylight indi
cated an immediate attack at that point, I had to draw batteries from other
parts of the line-for the Artillery Reserve was just then starting from
Taneytown - to cover it until it could be properly filled. Still there was no
hostile movement of the enemy, and General Meade directed Slocum to hold
himself in readiness to attack Ewell with the Fifth and Twelfth, so soon as
the Sixth Corps should arrive. After an examination Slocum reported the
ground as unfavorable, in which Warren concurred and advised against an
attack there. The project was then abandoned, and Meade postponed all
offensive operations until the enemy's intentions should be more clearly devel
oped. In the meantime he took precautionary measures. It was clearly now
to his advantage to fight the battle where he was, and he had some apprehen
sion that Lee would attempt to turn his flank and threaten his communi
cations,-just what Longstreet had been advising. In this case it might be
necessary to fall back to the Pipe Creek line, if possible, or else to follow
Lee's movement into the open country. In either case, or in that of a forced
withdrawal, prudence dictated that arrangements should be made in advance,
and General Meade gave instructions for examining the roads and commu
nications, and to draw up an order of movement, which General Butterfield,
the chief-of-staff, seems to have considered an order absolute for the with
drawal of the army without a battle.

These instructions must have been given early in the morning, for General
Butterfield states that it was on his arrival from Taneytown, which place he
left at daylight. An order was drawn up accordingly, given to the adjutant
general, and perhaps prepared for issue in case of necessity to corps com
manders ; but it was not recorded nor issued, nor even a copy of it preserved.
General Meade declared that he neyer contemplated the issue of such an
order unless contingencies made it necessary; and his acts and dispatches
during the day were in accordance with his statement. There is one circum
stance pertaining to my own duties which to my mind is conclusive, and I
relate it because it may have contributed to the idea that General Meade
intended to withdraw from Gettysburg. He came to me that morning before
the Artillery Reserve had arrived, and, therefore, about the time that the
order was in course of preparation, and informed me that one of the army
corps had left its whole artillery ammunition train behind it, and that others
were also deficient, notwithstanding his orders on that subject. He was very
much disturbed, and feared that, taking into account the large expenditure
of the preceding day by the First and Eleventh corps, there would not be
sufficient to carry us through the battle. This was not the first nor the last
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MAP 16.
Positions July 2d,
ABOUT 3:30 P. M.

.299

time that I was called upon to meet deficiencies under such circumstances, and
I was, therefore, prepared for this, having directed General Tyler, command
ing the Artillery Reserve, whatever else he might leave behind, to bring up
every round of ammunition in his trains, and I knew he would not fail me.
Moreover, I had previously, on my own responsibility, and unknown to Gen
eral Hooker, formed a special ammunition column attached to the Artillery
Reserve, carrying twenty rounds per gun, over and above the authorized
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amount, for every gun in the army, in order to meet such emergencies. I
was, therefore, able to assure General Meade that there would be enough
ammunition for the battle, but none for idle cannonades, the besetting sin of
sume of our commanders. He was much relieved, and expressed his satis
faction. Now, had he had at this time any intention of withdrawing the
army, the first thing to get rid of would have been this Artillery Reserve and
its large trains, which were then blocking the roads in our rear; and he
would surely have told me of it.

Still, with the exception of occasional cannonading, and some skinnishing
near the Peach Orchard, the quiet remained unbroken, although Lee had
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our artillery could be
used to advantage in
assailing the more elevated ground beyond, and thus enable us to gain the
crest of the ridge." It would appear from this that General Lee mistook the
few troops on the Peach Orchard ridge in the morning for our main lim', and
that by taking it and sweeping up the Emmitsburg road under cover of hi!l
batteries, he expected to " roll up " our lines to Cemetery Hill. That would
be an "oblique order of battle," in which the attacking line, formed obliquf>ly
to its opponent, marches directly forward, constantly breaking in the Nul of
his enemy's line and gaining his rear. General Longstreet was ordef('d to
form the divisions of Hood and McLaws on Anderson's right, 80 a8 to envelop
our left and drive it in. These divisions were only three miles off at day-
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light, and moved early, but there was great delay in forming them for
battle, owing principally to the absence of Law's brigade, for which it would
have been well to substitute Anderson's fresh division, which could have
been replaced by Pettigrew's, then in reserve. There seems to have been
no good reason why the attack should not have been made by 8 or 9 A. M.

at the latest (but see p. 351), when the Federal Third Corps was not yet all
up, nor Crawford's division, nor the Artillery Reserve, nor the Sixth Corps,
and our lines were still very incomplete. This is one of the cheap criticisms
after all the facts on both sides are known; but it is apt for its purpose,
as it shows how great a risk Meade took in abandoning his Pipe Creek
line for Gettysburg on the chances of Lee's army not yet being assembled;
and also, that there was no lack of boldness and decision on Meade's part.
Indeed, his course, from the hour that he took command, had been marked
by these qualities.

A suggestive incident is worth recording here. In the course of my inspec
tion of the lines that morning, while passing along Culp's Hill, I found the
men hard at work intrenching, and in such fine spirits as at once to attract
attention. One of them finally dropped his work, and, approaching me, in
quired if the report,s just received were true. On asking what he referred
to, he replied that twice word had been passed along the line that General
McClellan had been assigned to the command of the army, and the second
time it was -added that he was on the way to the field and might soon be
expected. He continued, "The boys are all jubilant over it, for they know
that if he takes command everything will go right." I have been told recently
by the commander of a Fifth Corps battery that during the forced march of
the preceding night the same report ran through that corps, excited great
enthusiasm amongst the men, and renewed their vigor. It was probably
from this corps-just arrived-that the report had spread along the line.!

On my return to headquarters from this inspection General Meade told me
that General Sickles, then with him, wished me to examine a new line, as he
thought that assigned to him was not a good one, especially that he could not
use his artillery there. I had been as far as Round Top that morning, and
had noticed the unfavorable character of the ground, and, therefore, I ac('om
panied Sickles direct to the Peach Orchard, where he pointed out the ridges,
already described, as his proposed line. They commanded all the ground
behind, as well as in front of them, and together constituted a favorable
position for the enemy to hold. This was one good reason for our taking
possession of it. It would, it is true, in our hands present a salient angle,
which generally exposes both its sides to enfilade' fires; but here the ridges
were so high that each would serve as a "traverse" for the other, and reduce
that evil to a minimum. On the other hand it would so greatly lengthen

~ Lieutenant O. S. Bsnett, in s pamphlet sketch
of the" Old Fourth Michigan Infantry" [Detroit,
1~1'18], relates a similar occurrence in the Second
Corps. He says:

.. We arrived at Hanover, Pennsylvania, on the
afternoon of July lBt•••• An aide-de-camp

came riding along, saying, 'Boys, keep up good
courage, McClellan is in command of the army
sgain.' Instantly the space above was filled with
the hats and caps of the gratified soldiers. . . .
I knew this was untrue myself, but it served its
purpose, as intended."-EDITOB8.
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our line-which in any case must rest on Round Top, and connect with the
left of the Second Corps-as to require a larger force than the Third Corps
alone to hold it, and it would be difficult to occupy and strengthen the angle
if the enemy already held the wood in its front. At my instance Gt>neral
Sickles ordered a reconnoissance to ascertain if the wood was occupied.

About this time a cannonade was opened on Cemetery Hill, which indicat('(l
an attack there, and as I had examined the Emmitsburg Ridge, I said I

would not await the rt>sult of the reCOD
noissance but return to headquart('n;
by way of Round Top, and examiue
that part of the proposed line. .As I
was leaving, General Sickles asked m~

if he should move forward his corpt'o

I answered, "Not on my authority:
I will report to General Meade for hil'
instructions." I had not reached tht.'
wheat-field when a sharp rattle of
musketry showed that the enemy held
the wood in front of the Peach Or
chard angle.

As I rode back a view from that
direction showed how much fartht.'r
Peach Orchard was to the front of tht>

COLONEL EDW..lllD E. CROll8. COM~NDING THE FIRST
BIlIGADE OF CALDWELL'S DIVISION, KILLED IfBAR direct line than it appeared from tht'

DBVIL'S DBN, JULY~. FRO• .A. PROTOOBAPH. orchard itself. In fact there was a

third line between them, which appeared, as seen from the orchard, to be con
tinuous with Cemetery Ridge, but was nearly six hundred yards in front of it.
This is the open ground east of Plum Run already described, and which may
be called the Plum Run line. Its left where it crosses the run abuts rather on
Devil's Den than Round Top; it was commanded by the much higher Peaeh
Orchard crests, and was therefore not an eligible line to occupy, although it
became of importance during the battle.

As to the other two lines, the choice between them would depenq on cir
cumstances. The direct short line through the woods, and including the
Round Tops, could he occupied, intrenched, and made impregnable to a front
attack. But, like that of Culp's Hill, it would be a purely defensive one, from
which, owing to the nature of the ground and the enemy's commanding po8i
tion on the ridges at the angle, an advance in force would be impracticable.
The salient line proposed by General Sickles, although much longer, afforded
excellent positions for our artillery; its occupation would cramp the mow
ments of the enemy, bring us nearer his lines, and afford us facilities for tak
ing the offensive. It was in my judgment tuctically the better line of the two.
provided it were strongly occupied, for it was the only one on the field from
which we could have passed from the defensive to the offensive with a pros
pect of decisive results. But General Meade had not, until the arrival of
the Sixth Corps, a sufficient number of troops at his disposal to risk such an
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extension of his lines; it would have required both the Third and the Fifth
corps, and left him without any reserve. Had he known that Lee's attack
would be postponed until 4 P. M., he might have occupied this line in the
morning; but he did not know this, expected an attack at any moment, and,
in view of the vast interests involved, adopted a defensive policy, and
ordered the occupation of the safe line. In taking risks, it would not be for
his army alone, but also for Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington. Get
tysburg was not a good strategical position for us, and the circumstances
under which our army was assembled limited us tactically to a strictly defen
sive battle. But even a strictly defensive battle gained here wo~d be, in its
results, almost as valuable as an offensive one with a brilliant victory, since it
would necessarily be decisive as to both the campaign and the invasion, and
its moral effect abroad and at home, North and, South, would be of vast
importance in a political as well as a military sense. The additional risks of
an offensive battle were out of all proportion to the prospective gains. The
decision then to fight

~
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relations t-o other lines were such that I could not advise it, and suggested
that he examine it himself before ordering its occupation. He nodded
assent, and I proceeded to Cemetery Hill.

The cannonade there still continued; it had been commenced by the enemy,
and was accompanied by some movements of troops toward our right. As soon
as I saw that it would lead to nothing serious, I returned direct to the Peach
Orchard, knowing that its occupation would require large reenforcements of
artillery. I was here met by Captain Randolph, the corps chief of artillery,
who informed me that he had been ordered to place bis batteries on the new
line. Seeing Generals Meade and Sickles, not far off, in conversation, and
supposing that General Meade had consented to the occupation, I sent at once
to the reserve for more artillery, and authorized other general officers to draw
on the same source. Here, perhaps, I may be allowed to say en passant that
this large reserve, organized by the wise forethought of General McClellan,
sometimes threatened with destruction, and once actually broken up, was often,
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GENBUL G. K. WAJUII:N "T TIll: 81GNAL 8TATION Ol!l LITTLB BOUND TOP.
1'&0)( " I!JtBTCH JUDI: "T THE TtKa.

as at Malvern Hill, and now at Gettysburg, an invaluable resource in the
time of greatest need. When in 1864, in the Rapidan campaign, it was " got
rid of," it reconstituted itself, without orders, and in a few weeks, through the
necessities of the army, showing that" principles vindicate themselves."

When I arrived Birney's division was already posted on the crest, from
Devil's Den to the Peach Orchard, and along the Emmitsburg road;

. Ward's brigade on the left, Graham's at the angle, De Trobriand's con
necting them by a thin line. Humphreys'S division was on Graham's right,
near the Emmitsburg road, Carr's brigade in the front line, about the Smith
house, Brewster's in second line. Burling's, with the exception of Sewell's
5th New Jersey Regiment, then in skirmish order at th~ front, was sent to
reenforce Birney. Seeley's battery, at first posted on the right, was soon
after sent to the left of the Smith house, and replaced on the right by Turn
bull's from the Artillery Reserve. Randolph had ordered Smith's battery,
4th New York, to the rocky hill at the Devil's Den; Winslow's to the wheat
field. He had placed Clark on the crest looking south, and his own (" E,"
1st Rhode Island) near the angle, facing west. The whole corps was,
however, too weak to cover the ground, and it was too late for Meade to
withdraw it. Sykes's Fifth Corps had already been ordered up and was
momentarily expected. As soon as fire opened, which was just as he arrived
on the ground, General Meade also sent for Caldwell's division from Cemetery
Ridge, and a division of the Twelfth Corps from Culp's, and soon after for
troops from the Sixth Corps. McGilvery's artillery brigade soon arrived
from the reserve, and Bigelow's, Phillips's, Hart's, Ames's, apd Thompson's
batteries had been ordered into position on the crests, when the enemy opened
from a long line of guns, stretching down to the crossing of the Emmitsburg
pike. Smith's position at Devil's Den gave him a favorable oblique fire on a

Digitized by GoogIe



THE SECOND DAY AT GETTYSBURG.

part of this line, and as he did not reply
I proceeded to the Den. Finding the
acclivity steep and rocky, I dismounted
and tied my horse to a tree before cross
ing the valley. My rank, brigadier
general, the command being that of a
lieutenant-general, gave me a very small
and insufficient staff, and even this had
been recently cut down. The inspector
of artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Warner,
adjutant-general, Captain Craig, my
only aide, Lieutenant Bissell, my one
orderly, and even the flag-bearer neces
sary to indicate my presence to those
seeking me, were busy conveying orders
or message8, and I was alone; a not
infrequent and an awkward thing for
a general who had to keep up commu
nications with every part of a battle
field and with the general-in-chief. On BRIG,WIU-GBNBRAL STRONG VINCIINT. J(ORrALLY

climbing to the summit, I found that WOUlfDZD. JULY 2, IN THB STRUGGLE FOR TUB
ROUND TOPS. FROIlI A PHOTOGJU.PH.

Smith had just got his guns, one by
one, over the rocks and chasms, into an excellent position. After pointing
out to me the advancing lines of the enemy, he opened, and very effectively.
Many guns were immediately turned on him, relieving so far the rest of the
line. Telling him that he would probably lose his battery, I left to seek infan

try supports, very douhtful if I would find
my horse, for the storm of shell bursting
over the place was enough to drive any
animal wild. On reaching the foot of the
cliff, I found myself in a plight at once
ludicrous, painful, and dangerous. A herd
of horned cattle had been driven into the
valley between Devil's Den and Round
Top, from which they could not escape.
A shell had exploded in the body of one
of them, tearing it to pieces; others were
torn and wounded. All were stampeded,
and were bellowing and rushing in their
terror, first to one side and then to the
other, to escape the shells that were burst
ing over them and among them. Cross I

BlDGADIBR-<lElRRAL 8TBPBEN H. WBIW. CO_AND- must, and in doing so I had my most try-
L"IG TIIB TRIIW BRIGADE OF AYRBS'S DIVISION.

lULLED ,JULY 2. FROIll A PHOTOGRAPH. ingexperienceof that battle-field. Luckily
GrDel'Bl W('OO was picked off by sharp-8hooten at the poor beasts were as much frightened

DevU·. Den 800n alter getting his brigade In
poeItiollon lJttle BoUDd Top.-EIJITOR8. as I was, but their rage was subdued by
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TROIl'I'UI'. BARil, TIB BeBn 01' THE FIGHTING BY BIOBLO"'I lIIXTII IIAI8A.CHnBTT8 BATTERY.
I'ROII 4 WU-Tlllil PHO'I'OOBA PH.

terror, and they were good enough to let me pass through BOOt-free, but
"badly demoralized." However, my horse was safe, I mounted, and in the
busy excitement that followed almost forgot my scare.

It was not until about 4 P. M. that Longstreet got his two divisions into posi
tion in two lines, McLaws's on the right of Anderson's division of Hill's corps,
and opposite the Peach Orchard; Hood's on the extreme Confederate right and
crossing the Emmitsburg road. Hood had been ordered, keeping his left on
that road, to break in the end of our line, supposed to be at the orchard; but
perceiving that oUI' left was" refused" (bent back toward Devil's Den), and
noticing the importance of Round Top, he suggested to Longstreet that the

J •

1'JWIITLII'1 BOOlII, BeEJQI 01' TIB I'JGRTING 01' BlGEIA?W'II BATTERY. nOli A. W.UI·nIllE PHOTOOR4PIL
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latter be turned and attacked [see p. 322]. The reply was that General Lee's
orders were to attack along the Emmitsburg road. Again Hood sent his mes
sage and received the same reply, notwithstanding which he directed Law's
brigade upon Round Top, in which movement a portion of Robertson's brigade
joined; the rest of the division was thrown upon Devil's Den and the ridge
between it and the Peach Orchard. The first assaults were repulsed, but after
hard fighting, McLaws's division being also advanced, toward 6 o'clock the
angle was broken in, after a resolute defense and with great loss on both sides.
In the meantime three of Anderson's brigades were advancing on Humphreys,
and the latter received orders from Birney, now in command of the corps
(Sickles having been severely wounded soon after 6 o'clock near the Trostle
house), to throw back his left, form an oblique line in his rear, and connect with
the right of Birney's division, then retiring. The junction was not effected, and
Humphreys, greatly outnumbered, slowly and skillfully fell back to Cemetery
Ridge, Gibbon sending two regiments and Brown's Rhode Island battery to
his support. But the enemy was strong and covered the whole Second Corps
front, now greatly weakened by detach
ments. Wilcox's, Perry's, and Wright's
Confederate brigades pressed up to the
ridge, outflanking Humphreys's right
and left, and Wright broke through
our line and seized the guns in his -_.~~:ilI:::~.

front, but was soon driven out, and
not being supported they all fell back,
about dusk, under a heavy artillery
fire.

As soon as Longstreet's attack com- JlOtrnJlllNT or BIGELOW'S NINTH IU88ACBUBIlTTB
BATrERT. FROI( A PHOTOORAPH TAKEN IN 1886.

menced, General Warren was sent by
General Meade to see to'the condition of the extreme left. The duty could
not have been intrusted to better hands. Passing along the lines he found
Little Round Top, the key of the position, unoccupied except by a signal
station. The enemy at the time lay concealed, awaiting the signal for assault,
when a shot fired in their direction caused a sudden movement on their part
which, by the gleam of reflected sunlight from their bayonets, revealed their
long lines outflanking the position. Fully comprehending the imminent
danger, Warren sent to General Meade for a division.~ The enemy was already

J! Before the Committee'on the Conduct of theWar
General Warren testified that he went to Little
Hound Top "byGeneral Meade's direction." In a let
tl.'r dated July 13th, 1872, General Warren says:

".Juat before the actIon began In Ml'Ilellt, on .July~
I ..... .-ith General Meade, near GeneraI8Ick]611, wbolle
troops lleeIDed very badly dfsposed on that part of tbe
ft..Jd. At mT suggeetlon. General Mellde IIent me to
tbe lett to examIne tbe condItion of all'a1rs, and I eon
tinned on tm I reacbed LIttle Round Top. There were
no troope on It, and It WBlI used all a sIgnal station. I
alIW tbat th1a Wall the key of the whole poaltlon. and
tbat oar troope In the woods in front of It could not _
the gI'OUD4 In front of tbem, BO that tbe enemy would
come upon them before tbey would be aware of It. The

10nK line of woods on the weat sIde of tbe Emmltaburg
road (wblcb road Wall alonK a rIdge) furul8bed an excel
lent p1Bce for the enemy to form out of IIIght, BO I I'll
qUllIItI'd the captaIn· of a rille battery Juat In front of
LIttle Round Top to tire a sbot Into tbeee "Woods. He
dId BO. and &8 tbe sbot went "Wh1st1lng tbrougb tbe aIr
tbe BOund of It reacbed tbe enemy'a troope and caused
every one to look In tbe direction of It. Tb\s motion
revl>&led to me the gl\stenlnK of jlUn-barrela and bayo
netll of tbe enemy's line of battle, already formed and far
ontflanklng tbe poaltlon of any of our trooJlll; BO thst
the Une of bls advance from bls right to LIttle Round
Top "Wall nnoppoaed. I have been partleular In teIllng
thla, ... tbe dlacove17 Wall Intensely thrilling to my feel
tUIfII. and almOllt appalling. I ImmedIately aent a haatlly
written dlapatob to General Meade to aend adfvtll10n at
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MAP 17.
Positions July 2d,

~};~ -About 7:15 P. M. till after dark.
. ~ Union. ConCederate.

~ 
~CALI: O~ ONE MILE

advancing when, noticing the approach of the Fifth Corps, Warren rode to
meet it, caused Weed's and Vincent's brigades and Hazlett's battery to bE'

leBtlt to me, and General Meade directed the Firth AmlY
COrpIJ to take posItIon there. The hattIe was already
beginnIng to rBj1;e at the Peach Orchard, Bnd before a
81ngle mBn reached Ronnd Top the whole line of the
enemy moved on us In spll"ndid array. shontlng In the
most confident tones. While I was still all alone with
the II1gnal officer, the musket-balls began to fly around

ns, and he was about to fold up hIs f1~ and wltbdl1l'"
but remained, at my request, and kept waving tbem In
defiance. SeeIng troops golnl\' out on the Peach Ort'hard
road, I rode down the hili, and fortunately mf't myoid
brigade. General Weed, commanding It, had aln'adY
pa88ed the poInt, and I took the responslbll1ty to dE'
tach Colonel O'Rorlre, tbe head of whose rt"gImeat I



BRIGADIICR-GEllEBAL 8AJlUEL K. ZOOK, COJlJlANDINO
THE THIRD BRIGADE OF CALDWELL'S DIVISION,

lULLED IN TilE" WHEAT-nELD" JULY 2
)'ROJI A PHOTOGRAPH.
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detached from the latter and hurried them to the summit [see p.298]. The
passage of the six guns through the roadless woods and amongst the rocks
was marvelous. Under ordinary circumstances it would have been consid-

ered an impossible feat, but the eager
ness of the men to get into action with

. their comrades of the infantry, and the
skillful driving, brought them without
delay to the very summit, where they
went immediately into battle. They
were barely in time, for the enemy
were also climbing the hill. A close and
bloody hand-to-hand struggle ensued,
which left both Round Tops in our pos
session. Weed and Hazlett were killed,
and Vincent was mortally wounded
all young men of great promise. Weed
had. served with much distinction as
an artillerist in the Peninsular, Second

COLOSEL GEORGE L. Wll.LARD, COJlJlANDING THE Bull Run, and Antietam campaigns, had
TBlIlD BRIGADE OF HAU'S DIVISION, KILLED become chief of artillery of his army

os JULY 2. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.
corps, and at Chancellorsville showed

such special aptitude and fitness for large artillery commands that he was
immediately promoted from captain to brigadier-general and transferred to
the infantry. Hazlett was killed whilst
bending over his former chief, to receive
his last message. Lieutenant Ritten
house efficiently commanded the battery
during the remainder of the battle.

The enemy, however, clung to the woods
and rocks at the base of Round Top, car
ried Devil's Den and its woods, and cap
tured three of Smith's guns, who, however,
effectively deprived the enemy of their
use by carrying off all the implements.

The breaking in of the Peach Orchard
angle exposed the flanks of the batteries
on its crests, which retired firing, in order
to covel' the retreat of the infantry. Many
~ns of different batteries had to be aban
doned because of the destruction of their

etrurll:. wbo. on bearing my few words of explanation whatever compared wltb holding tbe position. He
about the J>OIIltItlD, moved. at once to the hill-top. About staid there tIlJ be WM lI:U1oo. I WM wounded. with a
lblll time Firet Llentenant Charle8 E. Hazlett of tbe IIImll:et.-hall while talldng with Lieutenant Hazlett on
FIrth Artillery. with hill battery of rifted. cannon. arrived.. tbe bill, but not 118r1om]Y: and, 888Ing the poa!t!on
n" oomprebrnded the Rltuat!on Instantly and planted saved. wblle the wbole line to the right and tront of us
a gun on the snmmlt of the bm. He spoke to the etroot W88 yielding and 'meltlng away under the enemy's fire
tbat tJloogb he cooJd do little execution on the enemy and advan('~. I Jeft tbe bill to I't"Join General Meade
with b1a l"lJUl, be could aid In g1vtnll' confidence to tbe nl'lU" tbe center of the field, where a new crl8l8 wae at
tDfantl'7. and that bl. battery wae of no conaequence hand." EDITORS.
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horses and men; many were hauled
off by hand; all the batteries lost
heavily. Bigelow's 9th Massachusetts
made a stand close by the Trostle
house in the corner of the field
through which he had retired fight
ing with prolonges fixed. Although
already much cut up, he was directed
by McGilvery to hold that point at all
hazards until a line of artillery could
be formed in front of the wood be
yond Plum Run; that is, on what we
have called the "Plum Run line."
This line was formed by collecting the
serviceable batteries, and fragments
of batteries, that were brought off,
with which, and Dow's Maine battery
fresh from the reserve, the pursuit
was checked. Finally some twenty
five guns formed a solid mass, which
unsupported by infantry held this
part of the line, aided General Hum
phreys's movements, and covered by
its fire the abandoned guns until they
could be brought off, as all were, ex
cept perhaps one. When, after accom
plishing its purpose, all that was left
of Bigelow's battery was withdrawn,
it was closely pressed by Colonel Hum
phreys's 21st Missiasippi, the only
Confederate regiment which succeed
ed in crossing the run. His men had
entered the battery and fought hand
to-hand with the cannoneers; one was
killed whilst trying to spike a gnn,
and another knocked down with a
handspike whilst endeavoring to drag
off a prisoner. The battery went into
action with 104 officers and men. Of

.the four battery officers one was killed,
another mortally, and a third, Captain Bigelow, severely wounded. Of 7
sergeants, 2 were killed and 4 wounded; or a total of 28 men, including
2 missing; and 65 out of 88 horses were killed or wounded. As the bat
tery had sacrificed itself for the safety of the line, its work is specially
noticed as typical of the service that artillery is not infrequently called upon
to render, and did render in other instances at Gettysburg besides this one.
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E.ulLY'8 CHAROB ON TIlE II\'BIOIIO 0' JULY 2 Uroll BUT C11I1KTBRY HILL.

When Sickles was wounded General Meade directed Hancock to take com
mand of the Third as well as his own corps, which he again turned over to
Gibbon. About 7: 15 P. M. the field was in a critical condition. Birney's
division was now br?ken up; Humphreys's was slowly falling back, under
cover of McGilvery's guns; Anderson's line was advancing. On its right,
Barksdale's brigade, except the 21st Mississippi, was held in check only
by McGilvery's artillery, to whose support Hancock now brought up Wil
lard's brigade of the Second Corps. Placing the 39th New York in reserve,
Willard with his
other three regi
ments charged
Barksdale's bri
gade and drove
it back nearly to
the Emmitsburg
road,when hewas
himself repulsed
by a. heavy artil
lery and infantry
fire, a.nd fell back
to his former
position near the
sources of Plum c;~ -'-;;> ' _

Run. In this af-
fair Willard was
killed and Barks
dale mortally wounded. Meanwhile the 21st Mississippi crossed the run from
the neighborhood of the Trostle house, and drove out the men of Watson's
battery (" 1," 5th United States), on the extreme left of McGilvery's line, but
was in turn driven off by the 39th New York, led by Lieutenant Peeples of
the battery, musket in hand, who thus recovered his guns, Watson being
severely wounded.

'Birney's division once broken, it was difficult to stem the tide of defeat.
Hood's and McLaws's divisions-excepting Barksdale's brigade-compassed
the Devil's Den and its woods, and as the Federal reenforcements from other
corps came piecemeal, they were beaten in detail until by successive accre
tions they greatly outnumbered their opponents, who had all the advantages
of position, when the latter in turn retired, but were not pursued. This
fighting was confined almost wholly to the woods and wheat-field between
the Peach Orchard and Little Round Top, and the great number of brigade
and regimental commanders, as well as of inferior officers and soldiers, killed
and wounded on both sides, bears testimony to its close and desperate char
acter. General Meade was on the ground active in bringing up and putting
in reenforcements, and in doing so had his horse shot under him. At the
close of the day the Confederates held the base of the Round Tops, Devil's
Den, its woods, and the Emmitsburg road, with skirmishers thrown out as
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03 12 THE SECOND DAY AT GETTYSBURG.

CONFBJ>EIlATK IlKIBIl18HEBS AT THE FOOT OJ' CULP'8 HILL.

far as the Trostle house; the Federals had the two Round Tops, the Plum Run
line, and Cemetery Ridge. During the night the Plum Run line, except the
wood ou its left front (occupied by McCandless's brigade, Crawford's division,
his other brigade being on Big Round Top), was abandoned; the Third Corps
was massed to the left and rear of Caldwell's division, which had reoccupied
its short ridge, with McGilvery's artillery on its crest. The Fifth Corps
remained on and about Round Top, and a division [Ruger's] which had been
detached from the Twelfth Corps returned to Culp's Hill.

When Longstreet's guns were heard, Ewell opened a cannonade, which after
an hour's firing was overpowered by the Federal artillery on Cemetery Hill.
Johnson's division then advanced, and found only one brigade- Greene's-of
the Twelfth Corps in position, the others having been sent to the aid of
Sickles at the Peach Orchard. Greene fought with skill and determination
for two or three hours, and, reenforced by seven or eight hundred men 'of
the First and Eleventh corps, succeeded in holding his own intrenchments,
the enemy taking possession of the abandoned works of Geary and Ruger.
This brought Johnson's troops near the Baltimore pike, but the darkness
prevented their seeing or profiting by the advantage then within their reach.
When Ruger's division returned from Round Top, and Geary's from Rock
Creek, they found Johnson in possession of their intrenchments, and imme
diately prepared to drive him out at daylight.

It had been ordered that when Johnson engaged Culp's Hill, Early and
Rodes should assault Cemetery Hill. Early's attack was made with great
spirit, by Hoke's and Avery's brigades, Gordon's being in reserve; the hill was
ascended through the wide ravine between Cemetery and Culp's hills, a line
of infantry on the slopes was broken, and Wiedrich's Eleventh Corps and
Ricketts's reserve batteries near the brow of the hill were overrun; but the
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THE COUNCIL OF WAR ON THE SECOND DAY. 313

excellent position of Stevens's 12-pounders at the head of the ravine, which
enabled him to sweep it, the arrival of Carroll's brigade sent unasked by Han
cock,-a happy inspinrlion, as this line had been weakened to send supports
both to Greene and Sickles,-and the failure of Rodes to cooperate with Early,
causfld the attack to miscarry. The cannoneers of the two batteries, so sum
marily ousted, rallied and recovered their guns by a vigorous attack - with
pistols by those who had them, by others with handspikes, rammel's, stones,
and even fence-rails - the" Dutchmen" showing that they were in no way
inferior to their" Yankee" comrades, who had been taunting them ever since
Chancellorsville. After an hour's desperate fighting the.enemy was driven out
with heavy loss, Avery being among the killed. At the close of this second
day a consultation of corps commanders was held at Meade's headquarters.
I was not present, although summoned, but was informed that the vote was
unanimous to hold our lines and to await an attack for at least one day before
taking the offensive, and Meade so decided. [Continuation on p. 369.]

THE COUNCIL OF WAR ON THE SECOND DAY.~

BY JOHN GIBBON, MAJOR-GENERAL, U. B. v.

SOON after all firing had ceased a staff-officer startled me, and I eagerly asked what hiB objections
from army headquarters met General Hancock to the position were. The objections he stated, as

and myself and summoned us both to General I recollect them, related to some minor details of
Meade's headquarters, where a council was to be the line, of which I knew nothing except 110 far as
held. We at once proceeded there, and soon after my own front was concerned, and with those I was
our arrival all the corps commanderll were assem- satisfied; but the prevailing impression seemed to
bled in the little front room of the Liester House - be that the place for the battle had been in a
Newton. who had been assigned to the command measure selected for us. Here we are; now what
of the First Corps over Doubleday, his senior; is the best thing to do' It soon became evident
Hancoek, Second; Birney, Third; Sykes, Fifth; that everybody was in favor of remaining where
Sedgwick, who had alTived during the day with we were and ¢ving battle there. General Meade
the Sixth, after a long march from Manchester; himself said very little, except now and then to
Howard, Eleventh; Bnd Slocum, Twelfth, besides make some comment, but I cannot recall that he
General Meade, General Butterfield, chief of staff; expressed any decided opinion upon any point, pre
Warren, chiefof engineers; A. S. Williams, Twelfth ferring apparently to listen to the coflversation.
Corpa, and myself, Second. It will be seen that After the discussion had lasted some time, Butter
two corps were dOUbly represented, the Second by field suggested that it would, perhaps, be well to
Hancock and myself, and the Twelfth by Slocum formulate the question to be asked, and General
and Williams. These twelve were all assembled in Meade assenting he took a piece of paper, on which
a little room not more than tenor twelve feet square, he had been making some memoranda, and wrote
with a bed in one corner, a small table on one side, down a question; when he had done he read it off
and a chair or two. Of course all could not sit and formally proposed it to the-council.
down; some did, some lounged on the bed, and I had never been a member of a council of war
some stood up, while Warren, tired out and sulfer- before (nor have I been since) and did not feel very
ing from a wound in the neck, where a piece of confident I was properly a member of this one; but
shell had struck him, lay down in the corner of the I had engaged in the discussion, and found myself
room and went sound asleep, and I don't think (Warren being asleep) the junior member in it.
heard any of the proceedings. By the custom of war the junior member votes first,

The discussion wasat first very informal and in the as on courts-martial; and when Butterfield read off
shape of conversation, during which each one made his question, the substance of which was, "Should
("ommenta on the fight and told what he knew of the army remain in its present position or take up
the condition of affairs. In the course of this dis- some other'" he addressed himself first to me for
cussion Newton expressed the opinion that" this an answer. To say" Stay and fight" was to ignore
was no place to fight a battle in." General Newton the objections made by General Newton, and I t.hel'e
WILlI au 011loer of engineers (since chief-engineer of fore answered somewhat in this way: "Remain
the army), and was rated by me, and I suppose here, and make 8uch correction in our position a8
most others, very highly as a soldier. The asser- may be deemed necessary, but take no step which
tion, therefore, coming from such a source, rather even looks like retreat." The question was put to

~ Taken by permission tram the" PhiladelphiaWeekly Press" of July 6th, 1887. and condeused.- EDlTOllIl.
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}14 THE 20TH MAINE AT LITTLE ROUND TOP.

Page 3.
Howard: 1. Remaln. 2. Walt attack until, P. !II. to

morrow. 3. Ifdon't attack, attack them.

~ The word8 In U41Iu, noted 88 ffieglble In the" 0111
etal Recordll," have been deciphered on a csreful exam
ination of the ortglnal document depoBlted by Colonel
George Meade with the Penn. HI8t.Boclety.-EDITOKII.

H__k : 1. RectIfy poBltion without moving 110 ... to
give np lleld. 2. Not attack unleM our
communicatlon8 lInl cnt. S. can't walt
long; can't be Idle.

Bedgwlck: 1. RemaIn. [2.J and walt attack. [3.] At
least one day.

Slocum: Stay and tight It ont.
[On the back, or /1m page of the sheet] :
Bloonm 8tay and tight It onto Newton tblnkB It a bad

position; Hancock puuled about practlrabWty of retir
Ing; tbIn1I:8 hy holdiug on i",,"i'lI1 ~ to mU8 forces and
attack. Howard favor of not retiring. Birney don't
know. Tblrd Corpe used np _d not In good ooDdltlon 10
fIltht. Sedgwick doubtfvl .,1odIIer .,e _1/1&1 to alttNk.~
ElI'ective 8trenKth about 9000, l2,llOO, 9000, 8000, lIliOO, lIOOlJ.
1000. Total, lIB,ooo.

[Endo.-menl :J
lUnutes of Council, held Thlll'llday, P. II., Joly 2d,

1883. D. D., II. G., C. of s. [DanIel Butterfteld, K""o~

General, ChIef of StaIr].

The memoranda at the bottom of the paper were
doubtletl8 made while the diBcU88ion was going on.
and the numbers at the foot refer probably to the
effective strength of each corps. ~

Several times during the !1itting of the council
reports were brought to General Meade, and now
and then we could hear heavy firing going on over
on the right of our line. I took occasion before
leaviug to say to General Meade that his staft'-ofli
cer had regularly ll1UIUIloned me 88 a corps com
mander to the council, although I had some donbta
about being present. He IlI1llwered, pleaaantly,
"That is all right. I wanted you here."

Before I left the house Meade made a remark to
me which surprised me a good deal, especially when
I look back upon the occurrence of the next day.
By a reference to the votes in council it will be
seen that the majority of the members were in
favor of acting on the defensive and awaiting the
action of Lee. In referring to the matter, just as
the council broke up, Meade said to me, "U Lee
attack!; to-morrow, it will be in your jrOtt'." I asked
him why he thought so, and he replied, "Because
he has made attacks on both our flanks and failed,
and if he concludes to try it again it will be on our
center." I expressed the hope that he would, snd
told General Meade, with confidence, that if he did
we would defeat him.

~A careful 8tudy of the ort~a1 Iltlgge8tJl that
these notes .. at the bottom" (on the back) were made
1HfIore the questloll8 were formulated. See p. 818.

EDlTOB8.

1. Correct posItirm of the army, hutwould not
retreat. 2. By all mean8 not attack. S.
If we walt It will give them a chance to
cut onr Une.

Wllliam8:
Birney:
Byke8:
Newton:

each member and his lUllIWer taken down, and when
it came to Newton, who was the first in rank, he
voted in pretty much the same way as I did, and we
had BOme playful sparring as to whether he agreed
with me or I with him; the rest voted to remain.

The next question written by Butterfield was,
.. Should the army attack or wait the attack of the
enemy' " I voted not to attack, and all the others
voted substantially the same way; and on the third
question, .. How long shall we wait'" I voted,
"Until Lee moved." The answers to this last
question showed the only material variation in the
opinion of the members.

When the voting was over General Meade said
quietly, but decidedly, " Such then is the decision" ;
and eertainly he said nothing which produced a
doubt in my mind as to hiB being perfectly in accord
with the members of the council.

In 1881 (eighteen years after the battle) I was
shown in Philadelphia, by General Meade's son
[Colonel George Meade], a paper found amongst
General Meade's effects after his death. It was
folded, and on the outside of one end was written,
iu hiB well-known handwriting, in ink, "Minutes
ofCouncil, July 2d, '63." On opening it, the follow
ing was found written in pencil in a handwriting
[General Daniel Butterfield's] unknown to me:

J(("utu 01 OotltaeU, July 2d, ll11l3.
Page I, Q1lll8tIOII8 88ked:
1. Under emtlng clrmulllIt&nll4lll 18 it adv1uble tor

this army to remain In Itil present position, or to retire
to another nearer Itil baBe ot suppUeel

2. It being determined to remain In pnl8ent position,
suU the arm)' attack or wait the attack ot the enemy I

3. It we walt attack, how longl
Page 2, RepUes.

Gibbon: 1. Correct position ot the army, but would
not retreat. 2. In no condltlon to attack,
In hl8 opinion. 3. Until he moVeL

1. Stay. 2. Walt attack. S. One day.
Bame 88 General WIlUam8.

THE 20TH MAINE AT LITTLE ROUND TOP.}

DY H. s. KELeHER, 20TH MAINE REGIMENT.

T HE Confederate force designated to take pos- 44th, 48th, and 4th Alabama from Law's brigade
session of Little Round Top appears to have about the time they arrived at the foot of Round

been Robertson's brigade, consisting of the 1st, Top in their advance and connected them v,;th
4th, and 5th Texas and the 3d Arkans&8; and RobertBon'sline, then well in front of Little Round
Law's bligade, consisting of the 4th, 44th, 48th, Top. This left the 47th and 15th Alabama to
47th, and 15th Alabama, both of Hood's division. carry out the flanking movement alone, which th",y
The former was to a8ll8nlt in front, while Law's did, passing up the southern side of Round Top,
brigade was to attack in the rear of the hill [see and halting some ten minut.es on the cr(>st for re!'t.
p. 318]; but Robertson, finding he could not (lover This halt proved fatal to the success of their un
the entire front with his brigade, detached the dertaking, as it enabled our brigade (Vine.ent's)

} Condensed from the" LIncoln County New8," Waldoboro,Kalne, Karch 13th, 18l11l.-EDITOKII.



THE 146TH NEW YORK AT LITTLE ROUND TOP.

BY JAKES G. GRINDLAY, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. 8. V.

THE 146TH NEW YORK AT LITTLE ROUND TOP.

to reach Little Round Top in time to resist their
advance.,

Resuming their march, these two regiments
passed down the north-easterly side of Round Top
and advaneed a.oroBe the wooded depression be
twel'D the hills to charge up the rear of Little
Round Top and sweep off Vincent's brigade, then
lil'rcelyengaged with Robertson's'Texans and the
three regiments of Law's brigade that had been
&8lligned to his command, who were trying to get
potJ8esmon from the front. But just here these
two Alabama regiments met the 20th Maine,
which was the left regiment of Vincent's brigade,
and also the left of the whole Army of the Potomac,
and, to conform to the crest of the hill, Was bent
back at about right angles with the line of the rest
of the brigade. This was fortunate, for in their ad
vance the 47th Alabama, commanded by Lieuten
ant-Colonel Bulger, struck our regiment squarely
in front and opened a murderous fire on our un
protected line, as we had jWlt got into position,
and had no time to throw up brello8tworks. At
the same time the 15th Alabama, commanded by
Colonel William C. Oates, numbering 644 men and
42 oMcera, moved around to attack us in flank and
rear. Ourcolonel, Chamberlain, met thismovement
by putting the right wing of the regiment into
single rank to resist the 47th, and bent back the
live left companies of the regiment at a right angle.

Our regiment numbered 358 men, but as Com
pany B, numbering 50 men, had been sent out to
.. protect our flank," we had 308 men in line to
resist the furious assault of these two strong regi-

, VIncent'. brigade appearll to have been Bent by
General Sykes to occupy the position to the lett, or
ooathward, of IJttle Round Top, between It and Round
Top. aboat the same time that Colonel O'Rorke with the

I N "The Century" for Decem
ber, 1886 [see p. 298 ofthis

volume], in the illustration,
.. View from the position of
Hazlett's battery on Little
Round Top," it is stated," the
monument marks the position
of the 91st Pennsylvania of
Weed's brigade." I beg to
8Ily that the location of the
monument is exactly where
the headquarters of the 146th
New York Volunteers were
established and maintained

_ DO _ ,""' ..w during the battle of Gettys-
_...-wr. burg. Weed's brigade com-

prisM the 140th and 146th New York and the
Illst and 155th Pennsylvania Volunteers, and
thpy formed the line of battle on Little Round
Top in the order as named from left to right.

The Big Rock stands upon the summit of Little
Round Top, and was the headquarters of the 146th
Sew York, Colonel Kenner Garrard, and also
bri~e headquarters, when Colonel Garrard suc
eeE'lled General Weed in command when the latter

ments, outnumbering us more than 3 to 1. The
eon1l.ict was fierce, but neces8llrily brief, as it was
a question of only a short time when every man
must fall before the superior fire of our enemy.

When 130 of our brave officers and men had
been shot down where they stood, and only 178
remained,-hardly more than a strong skirmish
line,-and ea.oh man had fired the 60 rounds of
cartridges he carried into the 1I.ght, and the sur
vivors were using from the cartridge-boxes of their
fallen comrades, the time had come when it must
be decided whether we should fall ba.ok and give up
this key to the whole field of Gettysburg, or charge
and try and throw off this foe. Colonel Chamber
lain gave the order to "fix bayonets," and almost
before he could say" charge I "the regiment leaped
down the hill and closed in with the foe, whom we
found behind every rock and tree. Surprised and
overwhelmed, most of them threw down their arms
and surrendered.

Some fought till they were slain; t.he others ran
"like a herd of wild cattle," as Colonel Oat~s him
self expressed it. In their 1I.ight they were met by
Company B, Captain Morrill, which we supposed
had been captured, but now attacked so vigorously
that over one hundred of the fugitives were com
pelled to surrender.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bulger, commanding the
47th, was wounded, and fell into our hands, with
over three hundred prisoners and all the wounded.

The 20th Maine returned with its prisoners to
the original position, and staid there until ordered
forward. in the early evening to Round Top.

l60th New York and Hazlett's battery, the advance at
Weed'. brigade, at the call at Warren was hastening
up the northern slope at Little Round Top to seize the
crest.- EDITORS.

was killed. The 146th New York occupied the
ground immediately in front of the Big Rock,
and the center and colors of our regiment were
opposite the rock-the 91st ooing on our right, as
before stated; and tM extreme left of the 91st
Pennsylvania was at least one hundred yards to the
right of the rock. I am confirmed in this state
ment by correspondence with brother officers,
among others Major C. K. Dutton, of New York
City, who writes me: .. Your statement of theposi
tion of 146th is correct. One thing I do know,
viz., that my company (H) was to the right of the
rock, and several companies of the regiment on the
right of my company before the 91st Pennsylvania
came in line. Jenkins, Armstrong, and myself had
our position a hundred feet to the right olthe rock."
The writer commanded the color company, and
his memory is refreshed from the fact that at the
reunion of the regiment at Rome, N. Y., August
6th last, the subject was fully discussed and steps
taken to erect a monument to mark the position,
also by a recent examination of the maps and
photographs of the field of battle at the residence
of General Sickles by a committee of our regiment.

UTICA, N. Y., Dec. 28th, 1886.



THE BREASTWORKS AT CULP'S HILL.

I. BY JE88E H. JOmB, CAPTAIN, 60TH N. Y. V.

T HE Second Division of the Twelfth Corps
camped on the night of the first day under the

shadow of Little Round Top. About 6 o'clock the
next morning it was marched over from that point,
which was then the extreme left of our line, and
posted on Culp's Hill, its left forming a right angle
with the right of General Wadsworth's division of
the Firat Corps. Our brigade, commanded by
Brigadier-General George S. Greene and compris
ing five New York regiments, the 60th, 78th,
102d, 137th, and 149th, was on the left of the
division, and our regiment, the 60th, was on the
left of the brigade. This regiment was largely
composed of men aceustomed to wooderaft, and
they fell to work to construct log breastworks
with unaccustomed heartiness. All instinctively
felt that a life-and-death struggle was impending,
and that every help should be used. Culp's Hill
was eovered with woods; so all the materials
needful were at our disposal. Right and left the
men felled the trees, and blocked them up into
a close log fence. Piles of eOI'dwood which lay
near by were quickly appropriated. The sticks,
set slanting on end against the outer faee of the
logs, made excellent battening. All along the rest
of the line of the corps a similar defense was con
structed. Fortunate regiments, which had spades
and picks, strengthened their work with earth.
By 10 o'l'lock it was finished.

At 6 o'clock in the evening General Meade, find
ing himself hard pressed on the left, and deeming
an attack on the ri~ht wing improbable at so late
an hour, called for the Twelfth Corps. Our brigade
was detailed to remain and hold the lines of the
corps. Word was brought from the ofticer in
charge of our pickets that the enemy was advan
eing in heavy force in line of battle, and, with all
possible celerity, such dispositions as the case ad
mitted of were made. The brigade was strung out
into a thin line of separate men as far along the
breastworks as it would reach. The intention was
to place the men an arm's-length apart, but, by the
time the left of the brigade had fairly undoubled
files, the enemy was' too near to allow of further
arrangements being made.

In a short time the woods were all 11ecked with
the 11ashes from the muskets of our skirmishers.
Down in the hollow there, at the foot of the slope,
you eould l'atch a glimpse now and then, by the
blaze of the powder, of our brave boys as they
sprang from tree to tree, and sent back defiance to

the advancing foe. With desperation they clung to
each covering. For half an hour they obstrneted
the enemy's approach.

The men restrained their nervons fingel'll; tht'
hostile guns bmed out against us not fifteen
yards in front. Our men from the front wert'
tumbling over the breastwork, and for a breath
less moment those behind the breastwork waited.
Then out into the night like chain-lightning leaped
the zigzag line of fire. Now was the value of
breastworks apparent, for, proteeted by these,
few of our men were hit, and feeling a senile of
security, we worked with corresponding energy.
Without breastworks our line would have been
swept away in an instant by the hai18tonn of
bullets and the 1100d of men. The enemy worked
still farther around to our right, entered the
breastwork beyond our line, and crumpled up
and drove back, a short distance, our extreme
right regiment. They advanced a little way, but
were ehecked by the fire of a couple of small
regiments borrowed for the emergency from Gen
eral Wadsworth, and placed in echelon.

General Meade hardly mentioned this affair at
the breastworks in his original report of the bat.
tie, and those who were there think justiee has
never been done in the case,* and that what
was there achieved has never been adequately
apprehended and stated by any writer.

The left of our brigade was only about eighty
rods from the Baltimore turnpike, while the right
was somewhat nearer. There were no supports.
All the force that there was to stay the onset 11'&8

that one thin line. Had the breastworks not bet'n
built, and had there been only the thin linE' of our
unprotected brigade, that line mnst have bet'n
swept away like leaves before the wind, by tht' on
coming of so heavy a mass of troops, and the pike
would have been reached by the enemy. Onee
on the pike, the Confederate commander would
have been full in the rear of one-third of our army,
firmly planted on the middle of the l'hord of the
arc upon whil'h that portion was posted. What
the elfect must have been it is not needful to de
scribe. The least disaster would have sufBeed to
force us from the field.

During the night our commanders brought bsek
the remainder of the corps, and, stumbling upon
the enemy's pickets, found out what had takpn
place, something of which until that moment they
had been entirely unaware.

* On the 25th of February, 111M. General Meade made defenal', and being !lOon rel!nfor<'ed by portions ot tbt'
the following anbatttntion tn hla oftlclal report : Flnlt and Eleventh corpe, contlgnoua to him. 1lU("~l"d

.. The detachment of 80 large a portion of the Twelfth In rcpullling all the effortR of the enemy to d181od~

CorpR, with Its temporary commander. BrlIfBdler- him."
General A. R. Wtlliama, left the defeDRe of the Une pre- Also. on the IIame day. tn reply to a letter from nen
vtoURly held to the remaining briRade of the Second eml Slocnm on thc au~ect, General )feadfo wrot.. in
Dlvialon. e.ommanded by Brllnldter-General Greene, part :
who held the left of the Twelfth Corpe, now become '" am wllUug to admtt that, If my attention had ~n
the extreme right of the army. The enemy, percetving called to the servtcea of Greene's Brigade tn the polntl'd
the withdrawal of our troops, advaneed and attacked manner tt now ta, I would have given It credit tor thiR
General Greene with great vigor, who. maldng a gallant Rpeetal service." EDrroll8.
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THE BREASTWORKS AT CULP'S HILL.

II. BY GEORGE S. GREENE, BREVET-MAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. V.

3 17

T HE breastworks on Culp's Hill referred to in
the foregoing article were constructed under

my immediate direction. Orders were given to
throw up breastworks as soon as the troops came
on the line. The approximate shap€' of the line at
finlt held by the entire corps and afterward by my
single brigade was this:
Wadsworth.

b c
Kane's Brigade ~'1

(Ireland's regtmentl. \:'\.

~d
When Meade ordered the whole of the Twelfth

Corps from Culp'sHiII to reenforce his left, Slocum
ordered my brigade to remain and "occupy the
breastworks thrown up by the corps." The rest
of the corps moved off jU8t before dusk (about
7 P. ]I.) I immediately extended my men to the
right to oomply with the order as far as possible.
Ireland's regiment (the 137th N. Y.), which was
on my right, occupied the intrenchments vacated
by Kane's brigade, his left at b, and a regiment
from Howard's corps was placed on Ireland's right.
This regiment., without being specially attacked,
WB8 marched to the rear by its colonel, when
an attack upon it was imminently probable, much
to the disgust of his men, as reported. As soon
as I received orders t{) occupy the intrenchments,
I applied to Wadsworth and received two regi
ments, which were placed in rear of my right,
behind the points band d, but suftlciently in the
rear to 8Upport any part of the line.

The movement of the 137th Regiment had
hardly been made when the regiment on picket
was driven in by a vigorous attack by Johnson's
division of Ewell's corps, which was continued with
great perseverance. The enemy finally extended
tht>ir left to cover Ireland's right, which had been
left in the air by the desertion of the Pennsyl
vania regiment from Howard's corps. Ireland
WB8 forced back and rallied his regiment behind
the traverse, b d, which had been built to protect
my right, and which DOW served itR purpose. As
IlOOD &s Ireland's movement was seen - or, rether,
heard, for it was dark-I brought up the reserv€',
whieh checked any further advancl.' of the enemyon
the right. Very soon after this movement, Kane,
with his brigade, arrived and took post on the
right of my reserve, and the enemy ceased their at
taeks. after about three hours' continuous fighting.

As the troops marched out, General Kane
followed the First Brigade of the Second Division
toward the left. When the column arrived at
the Baltimore pike the First Division followed the
l!ta1f-ofticer sent to conduct it toward the left.
The Second Division marched down the pike to
the rear. Kane, hearing the tirlnK on my posi·

tion, inquired as to their destination, and, not
being satisfied, took the responsibility of return
ing to the fight, and immediately countermarched;
as he came near the position which had been
occupied by the First Division, the enemy's pickets
tired on him, and this being heard by me, I sent
an officer to conduct Kane in by the safer route
of the turnpike. He arrived about 10 o'clock
P • .M., jU8t after the enemy had been repulsed
on my right. His presence tended to render
the enemy cautious, and they rested on their
arms till morning. The First Brigade (Candy's)
of the Second Division arrived at Culp's Hill
about 1 A • .M., long after the fighting had ceased.
General Williams, who commanded the Twelfth
Corps, and General Slocum, who commanded the
right wing, having been advised of the enemy's
position, the artillery was placed in position be
fore daylight, and after a heavy bombardment, the
infantry, by a gallant and successful charge, drove
the enemy from the position they had occupied in
the night in the lines of the First Division.

The attack on my front, on the morning of the 3d
of July, was renewed by Johnson's division simul
taneously with our attack on the enemy in our
lines on our right, and was conducted with the
utmost vigor. The greater PIU't of their heavy
losses were sustained within a few yards of our
breastworks. His adjutant, Major Watkins Leigh
persisted in riding up to the very front of our
lines, pushing his men to an assault on my works,
where both horse and rider were killed, pierced
simultaneously with several bullets. About fifty
of the men got too near to our lines to retreat, and
threw down their arms, ran up close to our works,
threw up their handkerchiefs or white rags, and
were allowed to come unarmed into our lines.
Shaler's and Candy's brigades were sent to our
support and took part in the defense of our lines
on the morning of July 3d. By 10 A. 111. the
fighting ceased, and at 1 P. M. the enemy had dis
appeared from our front, and our men went to
Rock Creek for water.

Of the disastrous consequences to the Union
army, had Lee succeeded in penetrating our lines
and plaeing himself square across the Baltimore
pike in rear of the center and right wing of the
entire army, there can be no question. Fortu
nately it was averted by the steady and deter
mined courage of the five New York regiments
above named. The assailants were Johnson's
division of Ewell's (Second) Corps, consisting of
twenty-two regiments, organized into four bri
gades-Steuart's, Nieholls's, Jones's, and Walker's
- the last beinK the famous" Stonewall Brigadl',"
first commanded by Stonewall Jackson.

To the discl.'rnment of General Slocum, who
saw the danger to which the army would be
exposed by the movement ordered, and who
took the responsibility of modifying the orders
which he had received, is due the honor of bav
ing saved the army from a great and perhaps
fatal disaster.



THE STRUGGLE FOR "ROUND TOP."

BY E. M. LAW, MA.TOR-GENERA.L, C. 1'1. A.

M ORE has been written concerning the battle of Gettysburg than any
other "passage of arms" between the Federal and Confederate troops

during the civil war. The engagement of the 1st of July, brought on by
accident, on the part of the Confederates at least, in which two corps of the
Federal army under General Reynolds were defeated and driven through
Gettysburg by portions of Hill's and Ewell's corps, has been often and fully
described by the officers on both sides. Ewell's attack on the Federal right
in the vicinity of Culp's Hill on the 2d of July, and Longstreet's advanc('
upon the Federal left on the same day, so far as relates to one division of tht'
latter's command (McLaws's), have been detailed with equal minuteness by
those engaged. The magnificent charge of Pickett's division on the Federal
center on the third day has been the theme of a host of writers who deemed
it an honor to have stood in the lines of blue by which that charge was
repelled, and those who, on the other hand, thought it no less an honor to
have shared the fortunes of the torn and shattered columns of gray which
only failed to accomplish impossibilities.

But concerning the operations of Lee's E'xtreme right wing, extending ~)

the foot of Round Top, little or nothing has been written on the Confed
818
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erate side. This part of the line was held by Hood's division of Longstreet's
corps, and was really the key to the whole position of Gettysburg. Here some
of the most stubborn fighting of that desperate battle was done, and here a
determined effort of the Federal cavalry to reach the right rear of the Con
federate army on the 3d of July was frustrated - an attempt which, if success
ful, must have resulted disastrously to that army.

The meagerness of the details of the operations referred to may be aqcounted
for by the fact that General Longstreet personally superintended the left of
his line, con8isting of McLaws's division of his own corps, supported by R.
H. Anderson's division of Hill's corps, and hence knew comparatively little
from personal observation of the movements of Hood's division; and, also,
that General Hood was wounded early in the engagement on the ,2d of July,
and, relinquishing the command of the division, could not report its subse
quent operations. As senior brigadier, I succeeded to the command of Hood's
division, and directed its movements during the engagements of the 2d and
3d of July. But owing to the active and constant movements of our army
for some weeks after the battle, I was only able to obtain the reports of bri
gade commanders a very short time previous to being ordered to the army
of General Bragg at Chickamauga. This prevented me from making a report
at the time, and it was afterward neglected.

The facts stated in this paper are therefore many of them published for the
first time. It remains for the impartial reader to decide whether they do not
constitute an important part of the history of the most memorable battle of the
war; for Gettysburg was the turning-point in the great struggle. Together
with the fall of Vicksburg, which occurred simultaneously with th~ retreat of
Lee's army toward the Potomac, it inspired the armies and people of the North
with fresh courage and stimulated anew the hopes of ultimate success which
were visibly flagging under an almost uninterrupted series of reverses to the
Federal arms in Virginia, extending over a period of nearly two years. On
the other hand, it was at Gettysburg that the right arm of the South was
broken, and it must always stand out in Confederate annals as in the his
tory of a brave and kindred people stands

" Flodden's fata1l1.eld,
Where shivered was fair Scotland's spear,
And broken wall her shield."

When the fight began at Gettysburg on the 1st of July, three brigades of
Hood's division were at Greenwood on the Chambersburg road and on the
west side of South Mountain. My own brigade, with Bachman's battery, was
at New Guilford, some miles south of Greenwood, watching our right flank.
At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 2d, under orders from General Long
street, I moved as rapidly as possible toward Gettysburg, and arrived there
shortly before noon, having marched the intervening distance of twentYrfour
miles in that time. On my arrival I found the other brigades of Hood's di
vision resting about a mile from the town, on the Chambersburg road. In a
short time after my brigade came up, the division was moved to our right
(south), traversing the angle between the Chambersburg and Emmitsburg
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roads, following McLaws, who was in advance. Pickett's division had not
yet come up. We moved very slowly, with frequent halts and deflections
from the direct course - the latter being necessary to conceal our move
ments from the Federal signal station on Little Round Top.

At length, after many vexatious delays, Hood's division was pushed for
ward until it uncovered McLaws, and soon reached the Emmitsburg road in
front of Round Top. Here our line of battle was formed at an acute angle

with the road, the right being in ad
vance of it, between the road and
the mountain, and the left extending
across and in rear of the road. The
formation was in two lines, Law's
Alabama and Robertson's Texas bri
gades in front, supported, at a distance
of about 200 yards, by the Georgia
brigades of Benning and G. T. Ander
son. McLaws's division extended the
line to our left, with a similar forma
tion. The Artillery Battalion, com
posed of Reilly's, Latham's, Garden's,
and Bachman's batteries, twenty guns
in all, were disposed at advantageous
points upon the ridge occupied by the
line of infantry. There were no signs

BREVKT JlAJOR-OEllERAL HENRT J. HUNT, CHIKF OF f F d I I f
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FROIl A PHOTOGlUPH. kind on our right. As a precautionary
measure, however, a regiment was detached from Anderson's brigade and
stationed at Kern's house, half a mile down the road toward Emmitsburg.

It was now past 4 o'clock in the afternoon and our troops were in position
for the attack. The flank movement by which they came into position is
referred to in the following dispatch from the Federal signal station on Little
Round Top: "To General Meade-4 o'clock P. M. The only infantry of the
enemy visible is on the extreme [Federal] left; it has been moving toward
Emmitsburg." It will thus be seen that the movement, in spite of our pre
cautions, was not unobserved.

The Confederate line of battle occupied a ridge, partly wooded, with a
valley intervening between it and the heights held by the Federal troops in
front. The position occupied by the Federal left wing in front of us was now
fully disclosed to view, and it was certainly one of the most formidable it had
ever been the fortune of any troops to confront. Round Top rose like a huge
sentinel guarding the Federal left flank, while the spurs and ridges trending
off to the north of it afforded unrivaled positions for the use of artillery.
The puffs of smoke rising at intervals along the line of hills, as the Federal
batteries fired upon such portions of our line as became exposed to view,
clearly showed that these advantages had not been neglected. The thick
woods which in great part covered the sides of Round Top and the adjacent
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hills concealed from view the rugged nature of the ground, which increased
fourfold the difficulties of the attack.

How far up the slope of Round Top the Federal left extended we could not
tell, as the woods effectually concealed from view everything in that quarter.

In order to gain information upon this important point, I sent out a detail of
six picked men as scouts, with instructions to move as rapidly as possible to the
summit of Round Top, making a detour to their right, and" feeling" down
from that point, to locate the left of the Federal line. The entire absence of
Federal cavalry on our right, as well as other indications leading to the same
conclusion, convinced me that the Federals, relying upon the protection of
the mountain, considered their flank secure; that it was therefore their most
vulnerable point. Impressed with this view, I further instructed the scouts
when they reached the summit to observe carefully the state of affairs on the
other side, and to send a "runner" back to me with such intelligence as they
might be able to gain. They moved off at a trot. A few moments after they
had started, I saw in the valley, some distance to our right, several dark fig
ures moving across the fields from the rear. of Round Top in the direction of
the Emmitsburg road. These on being captured proved to be Federal sol
diers, who seemed surprised at our sudden appearance in that quarter, and
who, on being questioned, stated that they had surgeons' certificates and were
" going to the rear." They indicated" the rear" by pointing toward Emmits
burg, and in reply to the question where they came from, they said from the
"medical train behind the mountain "-referring to Round Top. They also
stated. that the medical and ordnance trains" around the mountain" were
insecurely guarded, no attack being expected at that point; and that the
other side of the mountain could be easily reached by a good farm road, along
which they had just traveled, the distance being a little more than a mile.
On my way to convey this information to General Hood, I met a messenger
from my scouts, who had reached the crest of Round Top. He reported that
there was no Federal force on the summit, and confirmed in every particular
the statements of the prisoners I had just captured. If there had previously
been any question in regard to the policy of a front attack, there now remained
not a shadow of doubt that our true point d'appui was Round Top, from
which the Confederate right wing could be extended toward the Taneytown
and Baltimore roads, on the Federal left and rear.

I found General Hood on the ridge where his line had been formed, com
municated to him the information I had obtained, and pointed out the ease
with which a movement by the right flank might be made. He coincided
fully in my views, but said that his orders were positive to attack in front,
as SO011 as the left of the corps should get into position. I therefore entered
a fonnal protest against a direct attack, on the grounds: 1. That the great
natural strength of the enemy's position in our front rendered the result of a
direct assault extremely uncertain. 2. That, even if successful, the victory
would be purchased at too great a sacrifice of life, and our troops would be in
no condition to improve it. 3. That a front attack was unnecessary,- the
occupation of Round Top during the night by moving upon it from the south,
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and the extension of our right wing from that point across the enemy's left
and rear, being not only practicable, but easy. 4. That such a movement
would compel a change of front on the part of the enemy, the abandonment
of his strong position on the heights, and force him to attack us in position.

General Hood called up Captain Hamilton, of his staff, and requested me
to repeat the protest to him, and the grounds on which it was made. He
then directed Captain Hamilton to find General Longstreet as quickly as pos
sible and deliver the protest, and to say to him that he (Hood) indorsed it
fully. Hamilton rode off at once, but in about ten minutes returned, accom
panied by a staff-officer of General Longstreet, who said to General Hood, iu
my hearing, "General Longstreet orders that you begin the attack at once."
Hood turned to me and merely said, "You hear the order'" I at once
moved my brigade to the assault. I do not know whether the protest ever
reached General Lee. From the brief interval that elapsed between the time
it was sent to General Longstreet and the receipt of the order to begin the
attack, I am inclined to think it did not. General Longstreet has since said
that he repeatedly advised against a front attack and suggested a movement
by our right flank. He may have thought, after the rejection of this advice
by General Lee, that it was useless to press the matter further.

Just here the battle of Gettysburg was lost to the Confederate arms. It is
useless to speculate upon the turn affairs might have taken if the Confeder
ate cavalry had been in communication with the rest of the army, and if
General Stuart had kept General Lee informed, as he should have done, of
the movements of the Federal army. In considering the causes of the Cou
federate failure on that particular field, we must take the situation just as we
find it. And the situation was as follows: The advance of the two armies
encountered each other on the 1st of July. An engagement ensued in which
the Confederates were victorious. The Federal troops retired through Gettys
burg and took position along the height east of the town-a position which,
if properly defended, was practicably impregnable to a direct attack.

The whole matter then resolves itself into this: General Lee failed at
Gettysburg on the 2d and 3d of July because he made his attack precisely
where his enemy wantoo him to make it and was most fully prepared to
receive it. Even had he succeeded in driving the Federal army from its
strong position by a general and simultaneous assault along the whole front
(which was the only possible chance of success in that direction), he would
have found his army in very much the same condition in which Pyrrhus
found his, when, after driving the Romans from the field of Asculum, he

, exclaimed, "Another such victory, and I am undone I "
The failure of General Ewell to seize Cemetery Hill and adjacent posi

tions, on the evening of July 1st, has been frequently assigned as one of the
causes of our loss of the battle. It is very doubtful whether General Ewell
could have occupied those heights had he made the attempt, for General
Pleasonton has asserted very positively that, on the night of the 1st of July,
" we [the Federals] had more troops in position than Lee." And General Lee
qualified his instructions to General Ewell to seize the heights by the words
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"if practicable." Under the circumstances, the fact that General Ewell did
not seize them is very strong presumptive evidence that it was not practicable.

The two armies being face to face on the 2d of July, and setting aside all
question of a retreat by either, General Lee's alternative of a direct attack was
a movement by his right flank to the Federal left and rear. The first prom
ised nothing but desperate fighting, heavy loss, and probable failure. The
&>COnd certainly promised nothing worse, with the probabilities all in favor of
a "fair field and a free fight," and that was all his army asked. Referring to
this suggested movement upon the Federal left flank, General Pleasonton,
who commanded
the Federal cav- ,
aIry at that time,
has expressed
the opinion that
it was imprac
ticable, and has
~tated fUliher
that he "had two
divisions of cav
alry, one in rear
of the Federal -'. , I ~' -;-~~~!tO

't' d - -....' ;'\"-'poSllon an one iT • - '-,') -~

on Lee's right
flank," to prevent
it. If the cavalry
had been there, TUB IlTRUGGLK FOR DBVIL'S DEN (LOOXIliG TOWA.RD TUB CONFEDERA.TE

as he states, they LINBS). l'ROlll A. WAR·TDlB SlUITeR.

would not have amounted to even a single" ounce of prevention," as far as
the movements of our infantry were concerned. But if there was a division,
or even a single picket-post of cavalry, either Federal or Confederate, on our
right flank, at any time on the 2d of July, it was kept most persistently out
of sight, as my scouts, who were sent out in all directions, failed to find it.

Our order of attack - issued as soon as the two divisions of Longstreet's
corps came into position on the line already described - was, that the move
ment should begin on the right, my brigade on that flank leading, the other
commands taking it up successively toward the left. It was near 5 o'clock
P. M. when we advanced to the attack. The artillery on both sides had been
warmly engaged for about fifteen minutes, and continued to fire heavily until
we became engaged with the Federal infantry, when the Confederate batter
ies ceased firing to avoid injury to our own troops, who were then, for the
most part, concealed by the woods about the base of Round Top and the
~purs to the north of it. General Hood was severely wounded in the arm by
a 8hot from the Federal artillery as we moved into action.

Advancing rapidly across the valley which separated the opposing lines,
all the time under a heavy fire from the batteries,- our front line struck the
enemy's skirmishers posted along the farther edge of the valley. Brushing
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these quickly away, we soon came upon their first line of battle, running
along the lower slopes of the hills known as Devil's Den, to our left of Round
Top, and separated from the latter by Plum Run valley. The fighting soon
became close and severe. Exposed to the artillery fire from the heights in
front and on our left, as well as to the musketry of the infantry, it required
all the courage and steadiness of the veterans who composed the Army of
Northern Virginia-whose spirit was never higher than then-to face the
storm. Not one moment was lost. With rapidly thinning ranks the gray line
swept on, until the blue line in front wavered, broke, and seemed to dissolve
in the woods and rocks on the mountain-side. The advance continued steadily,
the center of the division moving directly upon the guns on the hill adjoining
Devil's Den on the north, from which we had been suffering so severely. In
order to secure my right flank, I extended it well up on the side of Round
Top, and my brigade, in closing to the right, left a considerable interval
between its left and the right of the Texas brigade of Robertson. Into this
interval I threw Benning's Georgia brigade, which had up to that time occu
pied the second line. At the same time seeing a heavy Federal force on
Robertson's left, and no Confederate troops having come up to extend our
line in that direction, Anderson's Georgia brigade, till then also in the second
line, was thrown out on that flank.

Thus disposed, the divisian continued to move forward, encountering, as it
ascended the heights around the battery on the spur and to the right and left.
of it, a most determined resistance from the Federal troops, who seemed to
be continually reenforced. The ground was rough and difficult, broken by
rocks and bowlders, which rendered an orderly advance impossible. Some
times the Federals would hold one side of the huge bowlders on the slope
until the Confederates occupied the other. In some cases my men, with
reckless daring, mounted to the top of the large rocks in order to get &

better view and to deliver their fire with greater effect. One of these, Ser
geant Barbee of the Texas brigade, having reached a rock a little in advance
of the line, stood erect on the top of it, loading and firing as coolly as if
unconscious of danger, while the air around him was fairly swarming with
bullets. He soon fell helpless from several wOlmds; but he held his rock,
lying upon the top of it until the litter-bearers carried him off.

In less than an hour from the time we advanced to the attack, the hill by
Devil's Den opposite our center was taken, with three pieces of the artillery
that had occupied it. The remaining piece was run down the opposite slope
by the gunners, and escaped capture.

In the meantime my brigade, on the right, had swept over the northern
slope of Round Top, cleared it of the enemy, and then, making a partial
change of front to the left, advanced upon Little Round Top, which lay in
rear of the spur on which the battery had been taken. This change of direc
tion soon expos~d it to a flank attack on the right by fresh troops (Vincent's
brigade), rendering it necessary to retire it to the general line.

While our center and right wing were engaged as I have described, .Ander
son's brigade, on the left, was subjected to great annoyance and loss by
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movements of the enemy upon its left flank, being frequently compelled to
change the front of the regiments on that flank to repel attacks from that
direction.

Up to this time I had seen nothing of McLaws's division, which was to
have extended our left and to have moved to the attack at the same time. I
therefore halted my line, which had become broken and disorganized by the
roughness of the ground over which it had been fighting, and placing it in as
advantageous a position as possible for receiving any attack that the Federals

THE "IUUGBTIlB PElf" AT TBE BAlK AIfD ON TBB LKn 8LOPB OF LITl'LK ROUND TOP. FRO. l'BOTOGRAPJl8.

might be disposed to make, I hurried back to the ridge from which we had
originally advanced. I found McLaws still in position there, his troops
suffering considerably from a severe fire of artillery from the opposite hills. I
was informed by General Kershaw, who held the right of this division, that
although he understood the general instructions that the forward movement
was to be taken up from the right, he had not yet received the order to move,
from his division commander. I pointed out the position of Hood's division,
and urged the necessity of immediate support on its left. General Kershaw
requested me to designate the point on which his right flank should be
directed, and promptly moved to the attack, the movement being taken up
hy the whole division.

Wben Hood's division first attacked, General Meade, alarmed for the safety
of his left wing, and doubtless fully alive to the importance of holding so
vital a point as Round Top and its adjacent spurs, commenced sending reen
forcements to the threatened points. We encountered some of these in our
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first advance, and others were arriving as MeLaws came up on our left. In
its advance this division extended from the" Peach Orchard" near the
Emmitsburg road, on its left, to the "Wheat-field" north of the hill on
which we had captured the Federal battery, where its right wing connected
with my left. As McLaws advanced, we again moved forward on his
right, and· the fighting continued in "see-saw" style -first one side and
then the other gaining ground or losing it, with small advantage to either,
until dark.

At the close of the engagement Hood's division held the hill where the
battery had been taken and the ridge to its left-our right extending across
Devil's Den and well up on the north-western slope of Round Top. During
the night this line was strengthened by the construction of a breastwork of
the loose stones that abounded all along the positions occupied by the troops,
and the light of the next morning disclosed the fact that the Federal troops
in front of us had improved their time in the same way. In fact, all through
the night we could hear them at work as the rocks were dropped in place on
the works, and no doubt they heard us just as distinctly, while we were
engaged in the same life-preserving operation.

Though the losses had been severe on both sides, comparatively few pris
oners had been taken. But early in the night, in the confusion resulting
from the fight over such rugged ground, and the darkne88 of the wooded
mountain-side, men of both armies, in search of their commands, occasion
ally wandered into the opposing picket-lines and were captured. Many of the
Federal wounded were left in our lines on the ground from which their troops
had been forced back, and some of ours remained in their hands in the most
advanced positions which we had reached and had been compelled to abandon.
Among these latter was Colonel Powell of the 5th Texas regiment, who was
shot through the body and afterward died. Powell was a stout, portly mall,
with a full beard, resembling, in many respects, General Longstreet, and the
first impression of his captors was that they had taken that officer. Indeed,
it was asserted positively by some of the prisoners we picked up during the
night that Longstreet was badly wounded and a prisoner in their hand8,
and they obstinately refused to credit our statements to the contrary.

Early in the morning of the 3d two of my batteries, Latham's and Garden's,
were sent to Colonel (afterward General) E. P. Alexander, who commanded
our artillery in the center, to assist in the cannonade of the Federal position
south of Cemetery Hill, preparatory to the assault of General Pickett's
division at that point; and about 9 o'clock A. M. General Longstreet came
over to my position on the right, and instructed me to be ready to renew the
attack on our front. Under the circumstances that then existed, such an
attack would have been simply madness. I have already described the dif
ficult nature of the ground in our front. These difficulties were greatly
increased by extemporized breastworks of rock all along the Federal line,
which afforded good protection for their infantry, and were fully manned by
a force much superior to our own. On the other hand, we had been weak
ened in the desperate attack of the preceding evening by losses amounting to
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one-fourth of the whole force carried into action. More than two thouSand
officers and men of our division had been killed and wounded, among them
Generals G. T. Anderson and J. B. Robertson, and about one-half of the
field-officers of the various regiments. McLaws's division, on our left, had
suffered nearly as severely, General Barksdale of that division being killed
and General Semmes mortally wounded.

The cannonade in the center soon began, and presented one of the most
magnificent battle-scenes witnessed during the war. Looking up the valley
toward Gettysburg, the hills on either side were capped with crowns of flame
and smoke, as 300 guns, about equally divided between the two ridges, vomited
their iron hail upon each other. Dense clouds of smoke settled over the valley,
through which the shells went hissing and screaming on their errand of
death. Numbers of these from opposite directions exploded midway over
the valley, apparently with venomous impatience, as they met each other
in mid-air, lighting up the clouds with their snake-like flashes.

While this grand artillery duel was progressing, and before our infantry
had moved to the attack, a new danger threatened us on the right. This was
the appearance of Kilpatrick's division of cavalry, which moved up on that
flank and commenced massing in the body of timber which extended from
the base of Round Top westward toward Kern's house, on the Emmitsburg
road. Reilly's and Bachman's batteries were ordered to change front to the
right so as to bear upon this position, and at once opened fire upon the cav
alry, which retired beyond the wood and out of sight. In order to protect
my flank more fully, I withdrew the 1st Texas regiment of Robertson's bri
gade from the main line, and placed it in position midway between Round
Top and the Emmitsburg road, with skirmishers extending from its left and
connecting at right angles with the extreme right of the main line on the
slope of the mountain. I also detached the 7th and 8th Georgia regiments of
Anderson's brigade, and sent them to the support of the 9th, which had been
stationed at Kern's house. About the time these dispositions were com
pleted, Colonel Black, of the 1st South Carolina Cavalry, reported to me with
about 100 men who had been gathered up from the medical trains, most of
them partly disabled and only a part mounted, and with three guns of Hart's
battery of horse artillery. Hart's guns were stationed on the Emmitsburg
road, and the cavalry extended the right flank beyond that road. This new
flanking line was formed at right angles to the main line, and crossed the
Emmitsburg road near Kern's house.

One brigade of the Federal cavalry (Merritt's) moved across the road and
deployed a strong line of dismounted skirmishers in front of Colonel Black's
command, which was too weak to offer any effectual resistance. Hart's guns,
however, were well handled, and did good service as long as the enemy
remained in reach of them. To meet this flanking movement, I had to extend
the 7th and 8th Georgia regiments to the right, and heavy skirmishing con
tinued as the lines developed, with occasional efforts of the Federals to break
through, until about half-past three o'clock P. H., when my two regiments
were stretched out to a bare line of skirmishers.
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It is not an easy task to operate against cavalry with infantry alone, on an
extended line, and in an open country where the former, capable of monng
much more rapidly, can choose its own points of attack and can elude the
blows of its necessarily more tardy adversary. But Merritt's brigade was
now dismounted and deployed as skirmishers, and I lost no time in takiIJg

. advantage of this tem-
porary equality 8.$ to
the means of locomo
tion. Detaching the two
remaining regiments
of Anderson's brigade
(11th and 59th Georgia)
from the main line, I
moved them rapidly to
our extreme right, now
about a mile from
Kern's house, at.tRCk~l

Merritt's reserve, and
then, changing front to
the left, struck his skir
mish-line "on its t'nd"
and "doubled it up"
as far as the Emmit:,
burg road. This l'l'

duced my front to manageable dimensions and left some force at my dispolSll
to meet any concentrated attack that the cavalry might make.

r had just returned to the position occupied by our artillery, which was in
the angle formed by the main and flanking lines, when Farnsworth's cavalry
brigade charged the line held by the 1st Texas regiment. It was impossihle
to use our artillery to any advantage owing to the" close quarters" of the
attacking cavalry wlth our own men - the leading squadrons forcing their
horses up to the very muzzles of the rifles of our infantry. That portion pf
the cavalry which covered the front of the 1st Texas regiment was huIltI
somely repulsed; but the 1st Vermont regiment, forming the Federal right
wing, overlapped the 1st Texas on its left, and, striking the skirmish-line only,
rode through it into the open valley in rear of our main line on the spurs of
Round Top. When I first became satisfied, through information from tht'
Texas skirmishers, that Farnsworth's brigade was massing in their front, till'
9th Georgia regiment was ordered from Kern's house to the support of till"

batteries, the former position being now safe, as the other four regiments '..
Anderson's brigade were concentrated near that point. Hearing the firing'
and knowing its cause, the 9th Georgia came up at a run, just as the 1st Yt'r
mont Cavalry rode through our skirmish-line, led by General Farnsworth ill
person. Instead of movin~ directly upon our batteries, the cavalry dire('fe,i
its course up the valley toward Gettysburg, passing between the position of
our artillery and our main line. Watching the direction they had taken, I

Digitized by GoogIe



THE STRUGGLE FOR "ROUND TOP." 329

sent Lieutenant Wade, of my staff, rapidly across the valley in advance of
them, with orders to detach the first regiment he should come to on the main
line and send it down on a run to "head them off" in that direction. He was
also ordered to follow the line to the extreme right and direct Colonel Oates
(15th Alabama) to strengthen his flanking skirmish-line and to close up the
gap on the left of the 1st Texas where the cavalry had broken in.

Farnsworth and his cavalry in the meantime were riding in gallant style,
with drawn sabers and unopposed, up the valley. As they approached 81y
der's house, and as I stood intently watch
ing them, I saw a ragged Confederate
battle-flag fluttering among the trees at
the foot of the opposite ridge, and the men
with it soon after appeared, running out
into the open ground on the farther side
of the valley. It was the 4th Alabama
regiment, Law's brigade, which had been
taken from the main line and sent down
by Lieutenant Wade. The men opened
fire as they ran. The course of the cav
alry was abruptly checked and saddles
were rapidly emptied. Recoiling from this
fire, they turned to their left and rear, and
directed their COUrRe up the hill toward
the position occupied by our batteries. BRIGADIER-GENEIlAL WILLIAM N. PENDLBTOlII,

Bachman's battery promptly changed c. 8. A. t LEB'8 CRIBF OF UTiLLEIlT.
nOll A PBOTOGIlAPB.

front to its left, so as to face the ap-
proaching cavalry, and, together with its infantry supports, opened a wither
ing fire at close range. Turning again to their left, Farnsworth and the few
of his men who remained in their saddles directed their course toward the
point where they had originally broken in, having described by this time
almost a complete circle. But the gap where they had entered was now
closed, and receiving another fire from that point, they again turned to the
left and took refuge in the woods near the base of Round Top. When the
last turn to the left was made, about half a dozen of their number separated
from the main body and escaped by "running the gauntlet" to the right of
the 1st Texas regiment. Farnsworth, with his little handful of gallant
followers, rode upon the skirmish-line of the 15th Alabama regiment, and,
pistol ill hand, called upon Lieutenant Adrian, who commanded the line, to
surrender. The skirmishers in return fired upon him, killing his horse and
wounding Farnsworth in several places. [See p. 393.]

General Longstreet, aware of the danger that threatened our right from the
attack of Kilpatrick's division, came over to my position late in the afternoon
and expressed his satisfaction at the result and the promptness and good
conduct of the troops engaged. We had all day held our front line, gained
the evening before, and with troops drawn from that line had repulsed
General Kilpatrick on our right flank. It seemed to us on the Confederate
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right that ther6 was at least one little spot of "silver lining" in the cloud
that hung so darkly over the field of Gettysburg after the disastrous charge
of Pickett.

Late in the afternoon of July 3d I was ordered to withdraw the division
from the lines it had held since the evening of the 2d to the ridge near
the Emmitsburg road, from which it had advanced to the attack on that
day. McLaws's division, which had held the line to our left during the

day, retired first, and I ordered my
brigade commanders to take up the
movement from left to right. The
courier who delivered the order to Gen
eral Benning holding the left of the
divisioD, in designating the position
to which he was to retire, pointed to
the line McLaws had just abandoned.
Benning, supposing that McLaws had
beeu moved for the purpose of reen
forcing our line on some other part of
the field, dispatched Colonel DuBose
with the 15th Georgia regiment in
that direction. McCandless's Federal
brigade had, in the meantime, ad
vanced to the ground previously held
by McLaws, and attacked the 15th
Georgia when it attempted to take up
that position. Colonel DuBose made 8

gallant but fruitless attempt to hold
his ground, expecting support from the other regiments of his brigadt'.
Being attacked in front and on both flanks by McCandless's brigade, reen
forced by Nevin's, he was driven back with considerable loss. He retired
from one position to another, fighting as he retreated, and finally succeeded
in extricating his regiment and rejoining his brigade. The loss of the 15th
Georgia in this affair was very heavy, including 101 prisoners, besides the
killed and wounded. In the meantime General Benning, having received
a second order to retire, withdrew the remainder of his brigade without loss.
The other brigades were quietly withdrawn, the Federals making no advance.
We remained in our new position across the Emmitsburg road until Dear
daylight on the 5th, when we took up our march with the rest of the army
toward Fairfield Gap and the Potomac.
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KERSHAW'S BRIGADE AT GETTYSBURG.
BY J. B. KERSHAW, MAJOR-GENERAL. C. 8. A.

M y brigade, composed of South Carolinians,) constituted, with Semmes's,
Wofford's, and Barksdale's brigades, the division of Major-General

Lafayette McLaws, and that, with the divisions of Pickett and Hood, formed
the First Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, known as Longstreet's.

About sunset on the 1st of July we reached the top of the range of hills
overlooking Gettysburg, from which could be seen and heard the smoke and
din of battle, then raging in the distance. We encamped about midnight two
miles from Gettysburg, on the left of the Chambersburg pike. On the 2d we
were up and ready to move at 4 A. M., in obedience to orders, but, owing, as
we understood at the time, to the occupancy of the road by trains of the
Second Corps, Ewell's, did not march until about sunrise. With only a slight
detention from trains in the way, we reached the high grounds near Gettys
burg, and moved to the right of the Third Corps, Kershaw's brigade being
at the head of the column, which was halted at the end of the lane leading to
the Black Horse Tavern, situated some five hundred yards to our right. We
lay there awaiting orders until noon, or an houf after. This position com
manded a view of the Emmitsburg road about Kern's house, and during the
morning a large body of troops, with flankers out in our direction, passed
over that point and joined the Federal army. At length, General McLaws
ordered me to move by a flank to the rear, get under the cover of the hill,
and move along the bank of Marsh Creek toward the enemy, taking care to
keep out of their view. In executing this order, we passed the Black Horse
Tavern and followed the road leading from that point toward the Emmits
burg pike, until the head of column reached a point where the road passed
over the top of a hill, from which our movement would have been plainly
visible from the Federal signal station on Little Round Top. Here we were
halted by General McLaws in person, while he and General Longstreet rode
forward to reconnoiter. Very soon those gentlemen returned, both mani
festing considerable irritation, as I thought. General McLaws ordered me

~ The 2d, 3d, 7th, 8th and 15th South Carolina regimente, and the 3d South Carolina
Battalion.-EDITORS.
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to countermarch, and in doing so we passed Hood's division, which had been
following us. We moved back to the place where we had rested during the
morning, and thence by a country road to Willoughby Run, then dry, and
down that to the school-house beyond Pitzer's. There we turned to the left
through the lane, moving directly toward Little Round Top. General Long
street here commanded me to advance with my brigade and attack the
enemy at tho Peach Orchard, which lay a little to the left of my line of
march, some six hundred yards from us. I was directed to turn the flank of
that position, extend my line along the road we were then in beyond the
Emmitsburg pike, wit.h my left resting on that road. At the same time a.

battery of artillery was moved along
side of the column, parallel to my line
of march. At 3 P. M. the head of my
column emerged from the woods, and
came into the open field in front of
the stone wall which extends along by
Flaherty's farm, and to the east past
Snyder's. Here we were in full view of
the Federal position. Their main line
appeared to extend from Little Round
Top, where their signal flags were fly
ing, until it was lost to sight far away
to the left. An advanced line occupied
the Peach Orchard, heavily supported
by artillery, and extended from that
point toward our left along the Emmits-

M4JOR-GENEJLU. E. II. LAW. C. II. A. burg road. The intervening ground was
FROIl £ PHOTOGUPH. occupied by open fields, interspersed

and divided by stone walls. The position just here seemed a.lmost impreg
nable. I immediately formed line of battle along the stone wall just men
tioned, my left resting about Flaherty's house, and my right near Snyder's.
This was done under cover of my skirmishers, who engaged those of the
enemy near the Emmitsburg road. In the meantime I examined the
position of the Federals with some care. I found them in superior foree,
strongly posted in the Peach Orchard, which bristled with artillery, with a
main line of battle in their rear, apparently intrenched, and extending to,
if not upon, Little Round Top, far beyond the point at which their left had
been supposed to rest. To carry out my instructions would have been, if
successful in driving the enemy from the Peach Orchard, to present my own
right flank and rear to a large portion of the enemy's main line of battle. I
therefore placed my command in position under the cover of the stone wall,
and communicated the condition of matters to Major-General McLaws. The
division was then formed on this line, Semmes's brigade two hundred yards
in rear and supporting Kershaw's; Barksdale's on the left of Kershaw's, with
Wofford's in Barksdale's rear supporting him. Cabell's battalion of artillery
was placed along the wall to Kershaw's right, and the 15th South Carolina
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regiment, Colonel de
Saussure, was thrown to
their right to support
them on that flank.

In the meantime Gen
eral Hood's division was
moving in our rear to
the right, to gain the
enemy's left flanl, and
I was directed to com
mence the attack as
soon as General Hood
became engaged, swing
ing around toward the.
Peach Orchard, and at
the same time estab
lishing connection with
Hood on my right, and
cooperating with him.
It was understood that
he was to sweep down
the Federal lines in a
direction perpendicular
to our line of battle.
I was informed that
Barksdale would move lIUOR-GUBIUL LAFAYETTE lIcLA.W8. C. 8... J'BOli A PHOTOGRAPH.

with me and conform to my movement; that Semmes would follow me,
and Wofford follow Barksdale. These instructions I received in sundry mes
sages from General Longstreet and General McLaws, and in part by personal
communication with them. In my center-front was a stone farm-house
[supposed to be Rose's], with a barn also of stone. These buildings were
about five hundred yards from our position, and on a line with the crest of
the Peach Orchard hill.

The Federal infantry was posted along the front of the orchard, and also
on the face looking toward Rose's. Six of their batteries were in position,
three at the orchard near the crest of the hill, and the others about two hun
dred yards in rear, extending in the direction of Little Round Top. Behind
Rose's was a morass, and, on the right of that, a stone wall running parallel
with our line, some two hundred yards from Rose's. Beyond the morass was
a stony hill, covered with heavy timber and thick undergrowth, interspe1'8ed
with bowlders and large fragments of rock, extending some distance toward
the Federal main line, and iu the direction of Round Top, and to our left
and in rear of the orchard and the batteries posted there. Beyond the stone
wall last mentioned, and to the right of the stouy hill, was a dense forest
extending far to the right. From the morass a small stream ran into this
wood and along the base of the mountain. Between the stony hill and
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SICKLES'S POSITION AT THE Pll:ACS ORCHARD, ~WED PROJI TilE XJlJOTII1IURG ROAD, LOOJ[DIIG 8OUTII.

ThIs and tbe other outUne HlI:etehee were made In 1886 by C. W. Reed, of Bigelow's 9th M&lIlI. Battery.

the forest was an interval of about one hundred yards, only sparsely
covered with a scrubby undergrowth, through which a narrow road led
in the direction of the mountain. Looking down this road from Rose's
a large wheat-field was seen. In rear of the wheat-field, and between
that and the mountain, there was a heavy force of Federals, posted in line
behind a stone wall. Under my instructions I detennined to move upon
the stony hill, so as to strike it with my center, and thus attack the orchard
on its left rear. About 4 o'clock I received the order to move, at a signal
from Cabell's artillery. They were to fire for some minutes, then pause,
and then fire three guns in rapid succession. At this I was to move
without further orders. I communicated these instructions to the com
manders of each of the regiments in my command, directing them to c.()n
vey them to the company officers. They were told, at the signal, to order
the men to leap the wall without further orders, and to align the troops in
front of it. Accordingly, at the signal, the men leaped over the wall and
were promptly aligned; the word was given, and the brigade moved off at the
word, with great steadiness and precision, followed by Semmes with equal
promptness. General Longstreet accompanied me in this advance on foot,
as far as the Emmitsburg road. All the field and staff officers were dis
mounted on account of the many obstacles in the way. When we were
about the Emmitsburg road, I heard Barksdale's drums beat the assembly,
and knew then that I should have no immediate support on my left, about
to be squarely presented to the heavy force of infantry and artillery at and
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THB PIlACH ORCHARD, YIEWBD PROM LONG8TRBBT'8 EXTREME RIGHT ON THE RMMITSDURO ROAn.

in rear of the Peach Orchard. The 2d and 8th South Carolina regiments
and James's (Third) battalion constituted the left wing of the brigade, and
were then moving majestically across the fields to the left of the lane leading
to Rose's, with the steadiness of troops on parade. They were ordered to
change direction to the left, and attack the batteries in rear of the Peach
Orchard, and accordingly moved rapidly on that point. In order to aid this
attack, the direction of the 3d and 7th regiments was changed to the left, so
as to occupy the stony hill and wood. After passing the buildings at Rose's,
the charge of the left wing was no longer visible from my position; but the
movement was reported to have been m.agnificently conducted until the can
noneers had left their guns and the caissons were moving off, when the order
was given to "move by the right flank," by some unauthorized person, and
was immediately obeyed by the men. The Federals returned to their guns
and opened on these doomed regiments a raking fire of grape and canister, at
short distance, which proved most disastrous, and for a time destroyed their
usefulness. Hundreds of the bravest and best men of Carolina fell, victims
of this fatal blunder. While this tragedy was being enacted, the 3d and
7th regiments were conducted rapidly to the stony hill. In consequence of

. the obstructions in the way, the 7th Regiment had lapped the 3d a few paces,
and when they reached the cover of the stony hill I halted the line at the
edge of the wood for a moment, and ordered the 7th to move by the right
flank to uncover the 3d Regiment, which was promptly done. It was, no
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doubt, this movement, observed by some one from the left, that led to the
terrible mistake which cost so dearly.

The moment the line was rectified the 7th and 3d regiments advanced into
the wood and occupi,ed the stony hill, the left of the 3d Regiment swinging
around and attacking the batteries to the left of that position, which, for the
reasons already stated, had resumed their fire. Very soon a heavy column
moved in two lines of battle across the wheat-field to attack my position in
such manner as to take the 7th Regiment in flank on the right. The right
wing of this regiment was then thrown back to meet this attack, under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bland. I then hurried in person to General
Semmes, then 150 yards in my right rear, to bring him up to meet the
attack on my right, and also to bring forward my right regiment, the 15th,
commanded by Colonel W. D. de Saussure, which, separated from the bri
gade by the artillery at th,l time of the advance, was cut off by Semmes's
brigade. In the act of leading his regiment, this gallant and accomplished
commander of the 15th had just fallen when I reached it. He fell some paces
in front of the line, with sword drawn, leading the advance.

General Semmes promptly responded to my call, and put his brigade in
motion toward the right, preparatory to moving to the front. While his
troops were moving he fell, mortally. wounded. Returning to the 7th Regi
ment, I reached it just as the advancing column of Federals had arrived at a
point some two hundred yards off, whence they poured into us a volley fron::
their whole line, and advanced to the charge. They were handsomely receiyed
and entertained by this veteran regiment, which long kept them at bay in
its front. One regiment of Semmes's brigade came at a double-quick as far
as the ravine in our rear, and checked the advance of the Federals in their
front. There was still an interval of a hundred yards, or thereabout, between
this regiment and the right of the 7th, and into this the enemy was forcing
his way, causing my right to swing back more and more; still fighting, at a
distance not exceeding thirty paces, until the two wings of the regiment
were nearly doubled on each other.~

About this time, the fire of the battery on my left having ceased, I sent for
the 2d South Carolina regiment to come to the right. Before I could hear
anything of them the enemy had swung around and lapped my whole line at
close quarters, and the fighting was general and. desperate all along the line,
and so continued for some time. These men were brave veterans who had
fought from Bull Run to Gettysburg, and knew the strength of their position,
and so held it as long as it was tenable. The 7th Regiment finally gave way,
and I directed Colonel Aiken to re-form it at the stone wall about Ros~s. I
passed to the 3d Regiment, then hotly engaged on the crest of the hill, and
gradually swung back its right as the enemy made progress around that
flank. Semmes's advanced regiment had given way. One of his regiments
had mingled with the 3d, and amid rocks and trees, within a few feet of each
other, these brave men, Confederates and Federals, maintained a desperate

;1; The Union 1'orce engaged in this movement consisted 01' De Trobriand's brigade (Birney's
division) 01' the Third COrpS.-EDITORS.
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conflict. The enemy could make no progress in front, but slowly extended
around my right. Separated from view of my left, of which I could hear
nothing, all my staff being with that wing, the position of the 15th Regiment
being wholly unknown, the 7th having retreated, and nothing being heard
of the other troops of the division, I feared the brave men around me would
be surrounded by the large force of the enemy constantly increasing in num
bers and all the while gradually enveloping us. In order to avoid such a
catastrophe, I ordered a retreat to the buildings at Rose's. On emerging
from the wood as I followed the retreat, I saw Wofford riding at the head of
his fine brigade, then coming in, his left being in the Peach Orchard, which
was then clear of the enemy. His movement was such as to strike the
stony hill on the left, and thus turn the flank of the troops that had driven
us from that position. On his approach the enemy retreated across the wheat
field, where, with the regiments of my left wing, Wofford attacked with great
effect, driving the Federals upon and near to Little Round Top. I now
ascertained that Barksdale had advanced upon the Peach Orchard after I had
become engaged; that he had cleared that position with the assistance of my
8th South Carolina regiment, driving all before him, and, having advanced
far beyond that point, until enveloped by superior forces, had fallen mortally
wounded, and been left in the Federals' hands. He had passed too far to my
left to afford me any relief except in silencing the batteries that had so cruelly
punished my left. When Barksdaie passed to the left, the regiments of my
left wing moved up into the wood on the left of the stony hill, and maintained
that position against heavy odds, until the advance of Wofford's brigade.

When the enemy fell back from the stony hill on General Wofford's advance,
the 15th South Carolina and a portion of Semmes's brigade followed them
and joined Wofford in his attack upon the retreating column. I rallied the
remainder of my brigade and Semmes's at Rose's, with the assistance of
Colonel Sorrel of Longstreet's staff, and advanced with them to the support
of Wofford, taking position at the stone wall overlooking the forest to the right
of Rose's house, some two hundred yards in front. Finding that Wofford's
men were coming out, I retained them at that point to check any 'attempt of
the enemy to follow. It was now near nightfall, and the operations of the
day were over. That night we occupied the gl"Ound over which we had
fought, with my left at the Peach Orchard, on the hill, and gathered the dead
and wounded-a long list of brave and efficient officers and men. Captain
Cunningham's company of the 2d Regiment was reported to have gone into
action with forty men, of whom but four remained unhurt to bury their
fallen comrades. My losses exceeded 600 men killed and wounded,-about
one-half the force engaged.

A glance at the map [see pp. 299, 308] showing the positions occupied by
the troops on the 2d of July, will reveal the remarkable fact that the stony
hill and wood occupied by this brigade and part of Semmes's was assailed
or defended by the Federal brigades of De Trobriand, Sweitzer, Tilton, and
Zook, of the divisions of Birney, Barnes, and Caldwell, and of the Second,
Third, and Fifth corps. Nowhere have I found any more forcible evidence
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of the nature and magnitude of this struggle by McLaws's and Hood's
divisions than is contained in General Meade's report. He says:

.. About 3 P. M. I rode out to the extreme left.... Having found Major-GenerslSickles, I
was explaining to him that he was too far in the advance, and discuBBing with him the propriety
of withdrawing, when the enemy opened upon him with several batteries, in his front and
flank, and immediately brought forward columns of infantry and made a vigorous &Il8&u1t. The
Third Corps sustained the shock most heroically. Troops from the Second Corps were imme
diately sent by Major-General Hancock to cover the right flank of the Third Corps, and soon
after the &Il8&ult commenced the Fifth Corps most fortunately arrived and took position on
the left of the Third, Major-General Sykes, commanding, immediately sending a force to occupy
Round Top Ridge, where a most furious contest was maintained, the enemy making desperaw
but unsuccessful efforts to secure it. Notwithstanding the stubborn resistance of the Thin!
Corps under Major-General Bimey (Major-General Sickles having been wounded early in the
action), superiority in numbers of corps of the enemy enabling him to outflank its advance
position, General Bimey was compelled to fall back and re-form behind the line originally
designed to be hl.'ld.

"In the meantime, perceiving the great exertions of the enemy, the Sixth Corps, Major
General Sedgwick, and part of the First Corps to the command of which I had assigned Major
General Newton, particularly Lockwood's Maryland Brigade, with detachments from the Second
Corps, were all brought up at different periods, and succeeded, together with a ga.l1ant resist
ance of the Fifth Corps, in checking and finally repulsing the all8&ult of the enemy, who retired
in confusion and disorder about sunset, and ceased any further efforts on our extreme left." ~

These mighty shocks of contending armies were sustained, on our part, by
two divisions of infantry numbering, with the artillery, not more than 10,000,
or at the highest estimate 13,000 men.

Kershaw's brigade remained unemployed during the 3d of July, in the posi
tion it held the evening before, along the stony hill and wood. It will be
evident to the reader· that the causes of the failure of the operations here
described to achieve greater results, may be reduced to one, to wit: the want
of simultaneous movement and cooperation between the h'oops employed. A
careful examination of all that has been written of that eventful series of bat
tles will show that this was the cause of all the failures. Every attack was
magnificent and successful, but failed in the end for the want of cooperation
between corps, divisions, brigades, and, in some instances, regiments of the
same brigade. The want of cooperation, or, as the Comte de Paris terms
it, the want of "coordination," caused the loss of Gettysburg to the Con
federates. It will be seen, too, that there was no loss of time on the part
of McLaws's division, from the day it left Culpeper to that of its arrival at
Gettysburg. If any ensued after that, it was due to circumstances wholly
unknown to the writer. Certainly, the loss of time, if any, would not have lost
the fight, if there had been perfect cooperation of all the troops. But, except
to vindicate the truth, it is vain to inquire into the causes of our failure.

~ In • 8upplementary report, General Meade amended thi8 paragraph 80 WI to include the First Division
of the Twelfth Corps. Lockwood'8 brigade belonged to the Twelfth Corpa, unattached.-EnITOBa.
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LEE'S RIGHT WING AT GETTYSB URG.

BY JAMES LONG8TREET, LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, C. 8. A.

G ETTYSBURG lies partly between Seminary Ridge on the west and
Cemetery Ridge 011 the south-east, a distance of about fourteen hundred

yards dividing the crests of the two ridges. As General Lee rode to the
summit of Seminary Ridge and looked down upon the town he saw the Fed
erals in full retreat and concentrating on the rock-ribbed hill that served as
a burying-ground for the city. He sent orders to Ewell to follow up the suc
cess if he found it practicable and to occupy the hill on which the enemy was
concentrating. As the order was not positive, but left discretion with Gen
eral Ewell, the latter thought it better to give his troops a little rest and wait
for more definite instructions. I was following Hill's Corps as fast as
possible, and as soon as I got possession of the road went rapidly forward to
join General Lee. I found him on the summit of Seminary Ridge watching
the enemy concentrate on the opposite hill. He pointed out th~ir position to
me. I took my glasses and made as careful a survey as I could from that
point. After five or ten minutes I turned to General Lee and said:

"If we could have chosen a point to meet our plans of operation, I do not
think we could have found a better one than that upon which they are now
concentrating. All we have to do is to throw our army around by their left,
and we shall interpose between the Federal army and Washington. We can
get a strong position and wait, and if they fail to attack us we shall have
everything in condition to move back to-morrow night in the direction of
'Vasbington, selecting beforehand a good position into which we can place our
troops to receive'battle next day. Finding our object is Washington or that
army, the Federals will be sure to attack us, When they attack, we shall
beat them, as we proposed to do before we left Fredericksburg, and the prob
abilities are that the fruits of our success will be great."

uNo," said General Lee; "the enemy is there, and I am going to attack
him there."

I suggested that such a move as I proposed would give us control of the
roads leading to Washington and Baltimore, and reminded General Lee of
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," our original plans. If we had fallen
behind Meade and had insisted on
staying between him and Washing
ton, he would have been compelled to
attack and would have been badly
beaten. General Lee answered, "No;
they are there in position, and I am
going to whip them or they are going
to whip me." I saw he was in no
frame of mind to listen to further ar
gument at that time, 80 I did not push
the matter, but determined to renew
the subject the next morning. It was
then abont 5 o'clock in the afternoon.

On the morning of the 2d I joined
General Lee and again proposed the
move to Meade's left and rear. He

, •. , ,,:" ~_~.{)~>.., was still unwilling to consider the
;.:~'~' ,', ~ • ~..... proposition, but soon left me and rode

,~'._ "--.~.... off to see General Ewell and to exam
ine the gronnd on our left with a view

LUTH£~~,=~:' ~~H~~£~~~~TUBT. to making the attack at that point.
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH. After making the examination and

talking to General Ewell, he determined to make the attack by the light,
and, returning to where'I was, announced his intention of so doing. His
engineer officers had been along the line far enough to find a road by which
the troops could move and be concealed from the Federal signal stations.

About 11 o'clock on the morning of the 2d he ordered the march, and put
it under the conduct of his engineer officers, so as to be assured that the troops
would move by the best route and encounter the least delay in reaching the
position designated by him for the attack on the Federal left, at the same
time concealing the movements then under orders from view of the Federals.

McLaws's division was in advance, with Hood following. After marching
some distance there was a delay in front, and I rode forward to ascertain the
cause, when it was reported to me that part of tho road jU8t in advance of
us was in plain view of the Federal signal station on Round Top. To avoid
that point the direction of the troops was changed. Again I found there was
some delay, and ordering Hood's division, then in the rear, to move on and
double with tho division in front, so as to save as much time as possible, I
went forward again to see the cause of the delay. It seemed there was doubt
again about the men being concealed, when I stated that I could see th~ sig
nal station, and there was no reason why they could not see us. It seemed
to me useless, therefore, to delay the troops any longer with the idea of con
cealing the movement, and the two divisions advanced. As the line was
deployed I rode along from left to right, examining the Federal position and
putting my troops in the best position we could find. General Lee at the
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same time gave orders for the attack to be made by my right - following up
the direction of the Emmitsburg road toward the Cemetery Ridge, holding
Hood's left as well as could be toward the Emmitsburg road, McLaws to fol
low the movements of Hood, attacking
at the Peach Orchard the Federal Third
Corps, with a part of R. H. Anderson's
division following the movements of Mc
Laws to guard his left flank. As soon as
the troops were in position, and we could
find the points against which we should
march and give the guiding points, the
advance was ordered-at half-past 3
o'clock in the afternoon. The attack was
made in splendid style by both divisions,
and the Federal line was broken by the
first impact. They retired, many of them,
in the direction of Round Top behind
bowlders and fences, which gave them
shelter, and where they received reen
forcements.

This al b
RRIOAI>Ii.R-GBIIERAL PAUL SBJlJlEIIo C. 8. A.,

was an unequ attIe. General 1II0RTALLY WOUKDED, JULY 2.

Lee's orders had been that when my ad- FROJI A PBOTOOILlPH.

vance was made, the Second Corps (Ewell), on his left, should move and make
a simultaneous attack; that the Third Corps (Hill) should watch closely and
engage so as to prf'vent heavy massing in front of me. Ewell made no move

at all until about 8 o'clock at night,
after the heat of the battle was over,
his line having been broken by a call
for one of his brigades to go else
where. Hill made no move whatever,
save of the brigades of his right di
vision that were covering om' left.

When the battle of the 2d was over,
General Lee pronounced it a succeBS,
as we were in possession of ground
from which we had driven the Feder
als and had taken several field-pieces.
The conflict had been fierce and
bloody, and my troops had driven
back heavy columns and had encount
ered a force three or four times their
number, ) but we had accomplished

JlaJOADIBR-GllllEILlL WILLIAJI ILl RUDALB, C. S. 4., little toward vietQrious results. Our
WOUlfDED JULY 2, DIED JULY 3.

noll A PBOTOOB4PB. success of the first day had led us into
~ General Meade's report shows that all of the Third and parts of the Seeond, Fifth, Sixth, and Twelfth

corps were engaged in the second day's fight.- EDITORS.
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battle on the 2d, and the battle on the 2d was to lead us into the terrible and
hopeless slaughter on the 3d.

On the night of the 2d I sent to our extreme right to make a little recon
noissance in that direction, thinking General Lee might yet conclude to move
around the Federal left. The morning of the 3d broke clear and indicated
a day on which operations would not be interrupted by the elements. The
Confederate forces still occupied Seminary Ridge, while the Federals occu
pied the range stretching from Round Top to Cemetery Hill and around
Culp's Hill. The position of the Federals was quite strong, and the battle of

the ~d had con-
ntra them
tha I n id-

r d at ck
fr m th 'out

h z l' ous
than tb battle
n th had

b D. Th Fed-

... ,

TlF.,ID I TIll'l" WB ,..FIt:I.I)" GATIlER D ... R
II Rl L. FROM PH IUPfUl.

and thus a weak-line. However, General Lee hoped to break through the
Federal line and drive them off. I was disappointed when he came to me on
the morning of the 3d and directed that I should renew the attack against
Cemetery Hill, probably the strongest point of the Federal line. For that pur
pose he had already ordered up Pickett's division, which had been left at
Chambersburg to guard our supply trains. In the meantime the Federals had
placed batteries on Round Top, in position to make a raking fire against troops
attacking the Federal front. Meade knew that if the battle was renewed it
would be virtually over the same ground as my battle of the 2d. I stated to
General Lee that I had been examiniug the ground over to the right, and
was much inclined to think the best thing was to move to the Federal left.

"No," he said; "I am going to take them where they are on Cemetery Hill
I want you to take Pickett's division and make the attack. I will reenfor<>e
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yon by two divisions [Heth's under Pettigrew and Pender's under Trimble]
of the Third Corps."

" That will give me fifteen thousand men," I replied. "I have been a sol
dier, I may say, from the ranks up to the position I now hold. I have been in
pretty much all kinds of skirmishes, from those of two or three soldiers up
to those of an army corps, and I think I can safely say there never was a
body of fifteen thousand men who could make that attack successfully."

The general soomed a little impatient at my remarks, so I said nothing
more. As he showed no indication of changing his plan, I went to work at
once to arrange my troops for the attack. Pickett was put in position and
received directions for the line of his advance as indicated by General Lee.
The divisions of the Third Corps were an'anged along his left with orders to
take up the line of march, as Pickett passed before them, in short echelon.
We were to open with our batteries, and Pickett was to move out as soon as
we silenced the Federal batteries. The artillery combat was to begin with
the rapid discharge of two field-pieces as our signal. As soon as the orders
were communicated along the line, I sent Colonel E. P. Alexander (who was
commanding a battalion of artillery and who had been an engineer officer)
to select carefully a point from which he could observe the effect of our bat
teries. When he could discover the enemy's batteries silenced or crippled, he
should give notice to General Pickett, who was ordered, upon receipt of that
notice, to move forward to the attack. When I took Pickett to the crest of
Seminary Ridge and explained where his troops should be sheltered, and
pointed out the direction General Lee wished him to take and the point of
the Federal line where the assault was to be made, he seemed to appreciate
the t;everity of the contest upon which he was about to enter, but was quite
hopeful of success. Upon receipt of notice, he was to march over the crest
of the hill down the gentle slope and up the rise opposite the Federal
stronghold. The distance was about fourteen hundred yards, and for most
of the way the Federal batteries would have a raking fire from Round Top,
while the sharp-shooters, artillery, and infantry would subject the assaulting
column to a terrible and destructive fire. With my knowledge of the situa
tion, I could see the desperate and hopeless nature of the charge and the
cruel slaughter it would cause. My heart was heavy when I left Pickett. I
rode once or twice along the ground between Pickett and the Federals,
examining the positions and studying the matter over in all its phases so far
as we could anticipate.

About 1 o'clock everything was in readiness. The signal guns broke the
prevailing stillness, and immediately 150 Confederate cannon burst into a
deafening roar, which was answered by a thunder almost as great from the
Federal side. The great artillery combat proceeded. The destruction was,
of course, not great; but the thunder on Seminary Ridge, and the echo from
the Federal side, showed that both commanders were ready. The armies
soomed like mighty wild beasts growling at each other and preparing for a
death struggle. For an hour or two the fire was continued, and met such
steady response on the part of the Federals, that it seemed less effective than
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MAP 18.
Positions July 3d,
3:15 to 5:30 P. III.

Coahderace.

---

we had anticipated. I sent word to Alexander that unless he could do some
thing more, I would not feel warranted in ordering the troops forward. Mter
a little, some of the Federal batteries ceased firing, possibly to save ammuni
tion, and Alexander thought the most suitable time for the advance had
come. He sent word to Pickett, and Pickett rode to my headquarters. As
he came up he asked if the time for his advance had come. I was convinced
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that he would be leading his troops to needless slaughter, and did not speak.
He repeated the question, and without opening my lips I bowed in answer.
In a determined voice Pickett said: "Sir, I shall lead my division forward."
He then remounted his horse and rode back to his command. I mounted my
horse and rode to a point where I could observe the troops as they marched
forward. Colonel Alexander had set aside a battery of seven guns to advance
with Pickett, but General Pendleton, from whom they were borrowed, recalled
them just before the charge was ordered. Colonel
Alexander told me of the seven guns which had
been removed, and that his ammunition was
so low he could not properly support the charge.
I ordered him to stop Pickett until the ammu
nition could be replenished, and he answered,
" There is 110 ammunition with which to replen
ish." In the hurry he got together such guns
as he could to move with Pickett.
. It has been said that I should have exercised

discretion and should not have sent Pickett on
his charge. It has been urged that I had exer
cised discretion on previous occasions. It is
true that at times when I saw a certainty of

1LU0R-G&N&RAL WILUAM D. PE~'D&R.

success in another direction, I did not follow WOUNDED .JULT 2, DIBD .JULT 18.

the orders of my general, but that was when he -)'ROIII A PHOTOOILU'H.

was not near and could not see the situation as it existed. When your chief
is away, you have a right to exercise discretion; but if he sees everything
that you see, you have no right to disregard his positive and repeated orders.
I never exercised discretion after discussing with General Lee the points of
his orders, and when, after discussion, he had ordered the execution of his
policy. I had offered my objections to Pickett's battle and had been over
ruled, and I was in the immediate presence of the commanding general when
the order was given for Pickett to advance. [See p. 355.]

That day at Gettysburg was one of the saddest of my life. I foresaw what
my men would meet and would gladly have given up my position rather than
share in the responsibilities of that day. It was thus I felt when Pickett at
the head of 4900 brave men marched over the crest of Seminary Ridge and
began his descent of the slope. As he passed me he rode gracefully, with his
jaunty cap raked well over on his right ear and his long auburn locks, nicely
dressed, hanging almost to his shoulders. He seemed rather a holiday soldier
than a general at the head of a column which was about to make one of the
grandest, most desperate assaults recorded in the annals of wars. Armistead
and Garnett, two of his brigadiers, were veterans of nearly a quarter of a cen
tury's service. Their minds seemed absorbed in the men behind, and in the
bloody work before them. Kemper, the other brigadier, was younger but
had experienced many severe battles. He was leading myoid brigade that I
had drilled on Manassas plains before the first battle on that noted field. The
troops advanced in well-closed ranks and with elastic step, their faces lighted
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with hope. Before them lay the ground over which they
were to pass to the point of attack. Intervening were
several fences, a field of corn, a little swale running
through it and then a rise from that point to the Fed
eral stronghold. As soon as Pickett passed the crest of
the hill, the Federals had a clear view and opened their
batteries, and as he descended the eastern slope of the
ridge his troops received a fearful fire from the batteries
in front and from Round Top. The troops marched
steadily, taking the fire with great coolness. As soon as
they passed my batteries I ordered my artillery to turn
their fire against the batteries on our right then raking
my lines. They did so, but did not force the Federals to
change the direction of their fire and relieve our infan
try. As the troops were about to cross the swale I noticed
a considerable force of Federal infantry moving down as
though to flank the left of our line. I sent an officer to
caution the division commanders to guard against that
move, at the same time sending another staff-officer with
similar orders so as to feel assured the order would be
delivered. Both officers came back bringing their sad
dles, their horses having been shot under them. After
crossing the swale, the troops kept the same steady step,
but met a dreadful fire at the hands of the Federal sharp
shooters; and as soon as the field was open the Federal
infantry poured down a terrific fire which was kept up
during the entire assault. The slaughter was terrible, the

~ . enfilade fire of the batteries on Round Top being very
~ destructive. At times one shell would knock down five
_ or six men. I dismounted to relieve my horse and was

i ~ sitting on a rail fence watching very closely the moye
~ ~ ments of the troops. Colonel Fremantle, who had taken
i f a position behind the Third Corps where he would be out

of reach of fire and at the same time have a clear view
of the field, became so interested that he left his position
and came with speed to join me. Just as he came up
behind me, Pickett had reached a point near the Federal
lines. A pause was made to close ranks and mass for
the final plunge. The troops on Pickett's left, although
advancing, were evidently a little shaky. Colonel Fre
mantle, only observing the troops of Pickett's command.
said to me, " General, I would not have missed this for
anything in the world." He believed it to be a complete

l:mccess. I was watching the troops supporting Pickett and saw plainly they
1could not hold together ten minutes longer. I called his attention to the
wavering condition of the two divisions of the Third Corps, and said they
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BBlGADIII:R-GUKRAL LEW18 A. AJUIl8TEAD, C. 8. A.,
KILLED JULY 8. "BOX A PBOTOGRAPJI.

would not hold, that Pickett
would strike aud be crushed and
the attack would be a failure.
As Pickett's division concentra
ted in making the final assault,
Kemper fell severely wounded.
As the division threw itself
against the Federal line Garnett
fell and expired. The Confed
erate flag was planted in the
Federal line, and immediately
Armistead fell mortally wounded
at the feet of the Federal sol
diers. The wavering divisions
then seemed appalled, broke their
ranks, and retired. Immediately
the Federals swarmed around
Pickett, attacking on all sides,
enveloped and broke up his com
mand, having killed and wound
ed more than two thousand men
in about thirty minutes. They
then drove the fragments back
upon OUT lines. As they came
b8(>k I fully expected to see
Meade ride to the front and lead
his forces to a tremendous counter-charge. Sending my staff-officers to assist
in collecting the fragments of my command, I rode to my line of batteries,
knowing they were all I had in front of the impending attack, resolved to
drive it back or sacrifice my last gun and man. The Federals were advancing
a line of skirmishers which I thought was the advance of their charge. As
soon as the line of skirmishers came within reach of our guns, the batteries
opened again and their fire seemed to check at once the threatened advance.
After keeping it up a few minutes the line of skirmishers disappeared, and
my mind was relieved of the apprehension that Meadp, was going to follow us.

General Lee came up as our troops were falling back and encouraged them
as well as he could; begged them to re-form their ranks and reorganize their
forceSJ and assisted the staff-officers in bringing them all together again. It
was then he used the expression that has been mentioned so often:

" It was all my fault; get together, and let us do the best we can toward
saving that which is left us."

As our troops were driven back from the general assault an attack was
made on my extreme right by several squadrons of cavalry, which succeeded
in breaking through our line of pickets. They were met by a counter-move of
the 9th Georgia and the well-directed fire of Captain Bachman's battery and
driven back, the 11th and 59th Georgia joining in the counter-move.
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Finding that Meade was not going to follow us, I prepared to withdraw my
line to a better defensive position. The batteries were withdrawn well over
Seminary Ridge, and orders were sent to the right for McLaws's and Hood's
divisions to be withdrawn to corresponding positions. The armies remained
in position, the Confederate~ on Seminary Ridge extending around Gettys
burg, the left also drawn back, the Federals on Cemetery Ridge, until the
night of the 4th, when we took up the march in retreat for Virginia.

That night, while we were standing round a little fire by the roadside,
General Lee said again the defeat was all his fault. He said to me at another
time, "You ought not to have made that last attack." I replied, "I bad my
orders, and they were of such a nature there was no escape from them."
During that winter, while I was in east Tennessee, in a letter I received from
him he said, " If I only had taken your counsel even on the 3d, and had moved
around the Federal left, how different all might have been."

The only thing Pickett said of his charge was that he was distressed at the
loss of his command. He thought he should have had two of his brigades
that had been left in Virginia; with them he felt that he would have broken
the line.

While I was trying to persuade General Lee to turn the Federal left on the
1st of July, Halleck telegraphed Meade as follows:

"WASHlNGTON, D. C., July 1st, 1863.
" The movements of the enemy yesterday indicate his intention to either turn your left, or to

eover himself by the South Mountain and occupy Cumberland Valley. Do not let him draw
you too far to the east."

Again on the same day:
". . • Your tactical arrangements for battle Beem good, so far as I can judge from my

knowledge of the character of the country; but in a strategic view, are you not too far east,
and may not Lee attempt to turn your left and cut you off from Frederick' Please give your
full attention to this suggestion. . . . "

The next day, just thirty minutes before my assault, General Meade tele
graphed General Halleck at 3 P. M.:

". . . If I ftnd it hazardous to do so [meaning to attack], or am satisfied that the
enemy is endeavoricg to move to my rear and interpoBe between me and Washington, I shall
fall back to my supplies at Westminster. . . . "

From this we know that the ground of the Gettysburg cemetery could
have been occupied without the loss of a man, yet even at this late day, some
of the Virginians, not satisfied with the sacrifice already made, wish that I,
who would and could have saved every man lost at Gettysburg, should now
be shot to death.

If we had made the move around the Federal left, and taken a strong posi
tion, we should have dislodged Meade without a single blow; but even if we
had been successful at Gettysburg, and had driven the Federals out of their
stronghold, we should have won a fruitless victory, and returned to Virginia
conquered victors. The ground they occupied would have been worth no
more to us than the ground we were on. What we needed was a battle that
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would give us decided fruits, not ground that was of no value. I do not
think there was any necessity for giving battle at Gettysburg. All of our
cavalry was absent, and while that has been urged by some as a reason why
the battle should have been made at once, to my mind it was one of the
strongest reasons for delaying the battle until everything was well in hand.
The cause of the battlt' was simply General Lee's determination to fight it
out from the position in which he was at that time. He did not feel that he
was beaten on the second day, but that he was the victor, and still hoped he
would be able to dislodge Meade; but he made a mistake in sending such a

small number of men to
attack a formidable force
in a position of great nat
ural strength, reenforced
by such temporary shel
ter as could be collected
and placed in position to
cover the troops. Lee's
hope in entering the cam
paign was that he would
be in time to make a suc
cessful battle north of the
Potomac, with such ad
vantages as to draw off
the army at Vicksburg as
,well as the Federal troops
at other points.

I do not think the gen
eral effect of the battle
was demoralizing, but by
a singular coincidence our
army at Vicksburg sur
rendered to Grant on the
4th, while· the armies of

Lee and Meade were lying in front of each other, each waiting a movement
on the part of the other, neither victor, neither vanquished. This surrender,
taken in connection with the Gettysburg defeat, was, of course, very discour
aging to our superior officers, though I do not know that it was felt as keenly
by the rank and file. For myself, I felt that our last hope was gone, and
that it was now only a question of time with us. When, however, I found
that Rosecrans was moving down toward Georgia against General Bragg, I
thought it possible we might recover some of our lost prospects by concentrat
ing against Rosecrans, destroying his army, and advancing through Kentucky.

General Lee evidently felt severely mortified and hurt at the failure, so much
so that at times he was inclined to listen to some of those who claimed to be his
friends, and to accept their proposition to find a scapegoat. He resisted them,
however, and seemed detennined to leave the responsibility on his own hands.
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For several reasons I will take occasion here to answer some serious charges
that have been made against me by men who claim to have been the friends
of General Lee.

Mr. Jefferson Davis, in his "Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government"
(p. 441, Vol. II.), quotes from a memorial address the old story of the Rev.
W. N. Pendleton:

"The ground I!outh-west of the town was carefully examined by me after the engagement
on July 1st. Being found much less difficult than the steep aBCent fronting the troops already
up, its practicable character was reported to our commanding general. He informed me that
he had ordered Longstreet to attack on that front at sunrise the next morning. And he added
to myself, ' I want you to be out long before sunrise, so as to reexamine and save time.'

" He also desired me to communicate with General Longstreet as well as with himself. The
reconnoissance was accordingly made as BOon as it was light enough on the 2d, and made
through a long distance - in fact, very close to what there was of the enemy's line. No insu
perable difficulty appeariug, and the marching up - far oil', the enemy's reenforcing columns
being seen, the extreme desirableneBS of immediate attack there was at once reported to the com
manding general; and, according to his wish, message was also sent to the intrepid but delib
erate corps commander, whose sunrise attack there had been ordered. There was, however,
unaccountable delay. My own messages went repeatedly to General Lee, and his I know was
urgently preBBed on General Longstreet until, ll.ll I afterward learned from officers who saw
General Lee - as I could not at the time - he manifested extreme displeasure with the tardy
corps commander. That hard-fighting soldier, to whom it had been committed there to attack
early in the day, did not in person reach the commanding general and with him ride to a posi
tion whence to view the ground and see the enemy's arriving maBSes, until 12 o'clock, and his
column was not up and ready for the assault until 4 P. M. All this, as it occurred under my
personal observation, it is nothing short of imperative duty that I should thus fairly state."

Mr. Davis indorses the statement thus:
., For the reasons set forth by General Pendleton, whose statement in regard to a fact coming

under his personal observation none who knew him will question, preparations for a general
engagement were unfortunately delayed until the afternoon instead of being made at sunrise;
then troops had been concentrated, and Round Top, the commanding position unoccupied in
the morning, had received the foroe which inflicted BUch disaster on our assaulting columns.
The question as to the responsibility for this delay has been BO fully discussed in the' Southern
Historical Society Papers' as to relieve me from the neceBSity of entering into it."

As Ge~eral Pendleton's lecture was the capital upon which it was proposed
to draw funds for a memorial church, it was natural, perhaps, that MI'. Davis
should, as a sentiment, claim the statements made as beyond question. Most
Virginia writers on this subject have taken up and followed the false scent
announced by General Pendleton. Outside that State, I believe Mr. Davis
and General Wilcox are the only persons who do not spurn it as false. Facts
connected with this battle have been so distorted and misrepresented that a
volume of distinct maps must be written in order to make a demonstration,
to the letter, of all its features.

General C. M. Wilcox, in an article in the number of the" Southern His
torical Society Papers" for September, 1877, refers to the order for early
attack, viz. :

.. It has been asserted that General Longstreet was ordered to attack at daylight or early the
next morning. Of this I have no knowledge personally, but am inclined to believe that he was
so ordered."
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But from the offic'ial accounts of Generals Pendleton and Wilcox ~ we see
that the right of General Lee's army was not deployed as far as the Fairfield
road on the 1st of July, that General Pendleton did not pass beyond thi~

road, and only noted the location of the ridge on the right from his position
on the Fairfield road especially as likely to be important" toward a flank
movement." With this idea in his mind he leaves us to infer that he left
our right and moved over to our left to supervise the posting of artillery
battalions just then coming up. Soon after General Pendleton passed from
about the Fairfield road to our left, the division of General R. H. Ander
son,-of the Third Corps,-led by the brigade of General C. M. Wilcox7 filed
off to the right from the Chambersburg road, marched in an oblique direction
toward the Fairfield road, where it was halted for the night, lying in bivouae
till the next day, the brigade of Wilcox being on picket or guard service
during the night about a mile farther to the right. In the absence of other
evidence, one might be at a loss to know which of these accounts was
intended in a Pickwickian sense, but the account of General R. H. Anderson,
who was guileless and truthful, supports the official reports. General A.
A. Humphreys (of the other side), late chief of the United States Corps of
Engineers, a man whose entire life and service were devoted to official accu
racy, gives similar evidence in his official report.l

All the subordinate reports on the Confederate side confirm the account
by General Anderson, while the reports of subordinate officers on the Federal
side conform to that of General Humphreys. It is conclusive therefore that
the Confederates occupied no ground east of the Fairfield road till R. H.
Anderson's division advanced on the morning of the 2d at 10 to find its posi
tion on the right of Hill's corps, after a clever fight between the 3d Maine
and 1st U. S. Sharp-shooters against the 10th and 11th Alabama regiments.

When it is remembered that my command was at the close of the first day's
fight fifteen to twenty miles west of the field, that its attack as ordered was
to be made along the east side of the Emmitsburg road, that no part of Gen
eral Lee's army touched that road till 9 A. M. of the 2d, that up to that hour
it was in possession of the Federals, and that their troops had been marching
in by that road from early on the 1st till 8 A. M. on the 2d, it will be seen that
General Pendleton's reconnoissance on the 1st was made, if made at all, by
his passing through the Federal lines on the afternoon of the 1st and again
on the morning of the 2d.

General Wilcox confesses want of personal information of the order for
daylight or early attack, but expresses his confidence that the order was
given. That is, he, occupying our extreme right on the 1st, on picket at &

point considerably west of the Emmitsburg road, believes that General Lee
ordered troops some fifteen or twenty miles off, and yet on the march, to Jl&.-~

his picket guard in the night to the point of attack, east of the Emmitsburg
road, through the Federal lines, in order to make a daylight attack east of
the road. While I am prepared to admit that General Lee ordered, at tim~

~ "Ofticial Records," Vol. XXVII., Part II., pp. 346, 616.
~"OfficialRecords," Vol. XXVII., Part I., p. 529.
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desperate battles, I cannot admit that he, blindfold, ever led or ordered his
next in rank, also blindfold., into night marches through the enemy's lines to
gain position and make a battle at daylight next morning.

In articles formerly published on this charge of General Pendleton, masses
of evidence were adduced showing that my column when ordered to the right,
east of the Emmitsburg road, was conducted by General Lee's engineer offi
eel'; that when halted under the conduct of that officer I doubled the rear
division on the leading one so as to save time; that my an-angements were
promptly made, and that my attack was made many hours before any of our
other troops were ready to obey their orders to cooperate. As I was the only
one prepared for battle, I contended against the Federal army throughout the
contest with two divisions and some misguided brigad£'s sent to cover my left.

Colonel Taylor, of General Lee's staff, takes exception to the delay in the
attack of Pickett on the last day under the impression that, had I attacked ear
lier and before Edward Johnson was driven from the Federal right, the latter
might have held his ground longer and to some advantage to the Confeder
ates. He seems to lose sight of the fact that General Lee, not I, was com
manding our left under Johnson, and that he alone could order concert of
action. On the 2d, notwithstanding his orders to move in concert with my
attack at 4 P. Y., Johnson did not go in till ~ at night, long after my battle
was ended. Colonel Taylor thinks the forlorn-hope should have gone in
sooner. The universal opinion now is that it should not have gone in at all;
and, as already stated., that was the opinion General Lee expressed soon after
the battle.

Some of our North Carolina troops seem to consider the less conspicuous
part given them a reflection upon them as soldiers of true mettle and dash.
This sensitiveness is not well founded. Every officer of experience knows
that the best of veteran soldiers, with bloody noses from a fresh battle, are
never equal to those going in fresh in their first stroke of the battle. Had
Pickett's men gone through the same experience as the other troops on the
1st, they could not have felt the same zest for fighting that they did coming
up fresh and feeling disparaged that the army had won new laurels in their
absence. There is no doubt that the North Carolinians did as well as any
soldiers could have done under the circumstances. I can truthfully attest
that the old North State furnished as fine and gallant troops as any that
fought in the Confederate ranks - and that is saying as much as can be said
for soldiers. They certainly made sufficient sacrifice, and that was all we had
left to do on that day.

During the Franco-Prussian war I kept a map of the field of operations
with colored pegs, that were moved from day to day to indicate the move
ments of the two armies. Bazaine had been driven to shelter at Metz,
McMahon had been driven back to the route leading from Paris to Metz and
seemed in doubt whether he would go to Paris or to Bazaine's relief. He
suffered himself to be forced north of the route between these points. On
the morning that the wires brought us that information, two or three of
the French Creoles of New Orleans visited my office to ask my views of the
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movements then proceeding. I replied, "McMahon's army will be prisoners
of war in ten days." They were very indignant and stated that I was a
Republican and in sympathy with the Prussians. My reply was that I had
only given them my solution of a military problem. The Prussians were on
the shorter route to Paris or to Metz, so that if McMahon should attempt to
move in either direction the Prussians, availing themselves of the shorter
lines, would interpose and force McMahon to attack; but as he had already
been so beaten and demoralized, that he could not be expected to make a
successful attack and would therefore be obliged to surrender. If he had
gone direct to Paris before giving up his shorter route, it is possible that
he could have organized a succoring army for the relief of Metz.

Had we interposed between Meade and Washington our army in almost as
successful prestige as was that of the Pl'ussians, Meade would have been
obliged to attack us wherever we might be pleased to have him. He would
have been badly beaten like the French, and the result would have been
similar. I do not mean to say that two governments would have been per
manently established; for I thought before the war, and during its con
tinuance, that the people would eventually get together· again in stronger
bonds of friendship than those of their first love.

THE CHARGE OF PICKETT, PETTIGREW, AND TRIMBLE. J

BY l. B. SMITH.

I N an address delivered by Colonel Andrew Cowan General J. Johnston Pettigrew's command em
to his comrades at Gettysburg on the 3d of July, braced the following brigades: Archer's Tennes

1886, he, like nearly every otherspeakerand writer, see brigade, commanded by Colonel Fry, ot the
ascribes all the praise ot the Confederate charge 13th Alabama; Pettigrew's North Carolina brio
of tile third day to Pickett's division. He says: gade, Jo Da\·is's Mississippi brigade, and Brock·
"Beyond the wall nothing but the gray-clad Vir- enbrough's brigade of Virginians, aggregating fi,E'
ginians." He speaks of no other troops except thousand troops. All were of Heth's division ot
Pickett's. Some writers have gone so tar as to say A. P. Hill's corps. General Pettigrew was wounded
Pickett made the immortal charge with five thou· in the charge, but he did not quit the field, and re_
sand Virginians, ete. Pickett's division was fresh, mained-in command until he tell at Falling Wat-E'rs.
not having engaged tho enemy on the first or I will now notice the conduct of A.rc!her's Ten
second day, while the other troops of the assault- neSRee brigade. It opened the battle on the first
ing body fought on the previous days with un· day and lost its brave and gallant commandt'r.
surpassed bravery, and some of the brigades were While leading his men he was captured by a flank
almost annihilated. movement made by the enemy. The brigade But-

The grand assaulting column was formed in fered heavy losses iu other ways on that day.
three divisions, and the divisions were commanded When the grand assault was made on the 3d, the
and led to tile slaughter by Pickett, Pettigrew, 1st and 7th Tenneasee r(\giments made the first
and Trimble. breach in the Federal works on Cemetery Hill,

General George E. Pickett's division, composed and they were the only organized regiment8 that
of three brigades commanded by Generals Richard entered into and beyond tile enemy's walls.
B. Garnett, Lewis A. Armistead, and James L. The 14th Tennessee, after losing heavily on tht'
Kempe1", was 4900 strong. Garnett fell during first day, went into the grand eharge with 37!i
the progress of the charge while at the head of his men. and planted its colors on the stone wall and
column urging his men on. Armistead led his men lett them there. The heroic conduct of the 13th
through the terrific stonn of battle to the base of Alabama in that awful and trying scene bas been
the Federal w01"ks, and there he plaood his cap on carefully written up, and the record is in the ar
his sword and scaled the wall, appealing to his chives of the Southern Historical Society, in its
troops to follow him. A tew of his disorganized native State, and will be loved and admired as long
men imitated his heroic example, and died at his as heroism is admired. It" was Archer's worn, tat
feet. Genersl Kemper was wounded in the charge. tered, and bleeding brigade that fought the Jut

JFrom the Of Bivouac" of Karch, 188'1, and ed1tortally revtled.-EDn:ou.
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battle north ot the Potomac - the battle of Falling
Waten- where the lamented Pettigrew fell.

Davis's Mississippi brigade, that fought so gal
lantly on the first day, and crossed bayonets with
the Iron Brigade, had a prominent part in the
graud chlU'g6. The 2d Mississippi of that brigade
lost half of its men on that day, but was still in
tact, ready and williug to fight, and its courage in
the great charge has become a matter of history.
Us battle-flag is in the possession of the old color
bearer, who lives at Blossom Prairie, Texas, and
has the names of more than a scan of battles
stamped on it.

Scales'sand Lane'sNorth Carolina brigades, com
manded by General Isaac R. Trimble, belonged to
General W. D. Pender's division of A. P. Hill's
corps, and were 2500 strong. General Pender
was mortally wounded on the second day. When
Geneml Lee saw the men of Scales's brigade, bleed
ing from wounds received on the first day, he said,
"Many of these poor fellows should go to the rear."
When a brigade would fight under such circum
stances as Seales's did, it ought not to be robbed of
its military fame. General Trimble was wounded
in the charge.

PUIBIB GHOVE, TIlXo

A REPLY TO GENERAL LONGSTREET.

BY WILLIAM ALLAN, LIEUTKNANT-COLONEL, C. 8. A.

G ENERAL LoNG8TREET'S account of Gettysburg
[see pp. 244,339] is notable for its mistakes

as well aa for its attitude toward General Lee and
oth'!",.

First. The statement that General Lee passed
over more deserving officers from other States in
on!er to give the command of his corps to Virgin
ians is an unworthy attack npon a man who was &8

singularly free from such prejudices as he was
from self-seeking, either during the war or after it.
Lee said in a letter to President Davis, October
2d, 1862, at the close of tbe Antietam campaign:

.. In reference to commanderll of oorps with the rank
of lientenant-general, of whloh you reqnest my opinion,
1 "an oonfll\ently recommend GeneroJa Longstreet and
Jae1Doon. 1n this anny. My opinion of the merits of Gen
eral .Jackson hall been greatly enhanced during this ex
pedition. He 18 tnIe, honest, and brave: has a 8lngle
eye to the good of the l!ervloo, and Spare8 no exertion to
aeeompltah his obJect. Next to theae two ollloorlli con
sider General A. P. Hlll the best commander with me.
He IIld1to hili trool'lI well and takes good care of them.
At pre..ent I do not think that more than two command
en of eorpe are nece88ary for this army."

Tbis was Lee's judgment after a campaign in
which both the Hills and McLaws had served, and
long before there was any question of making
either of them a lieutenan~eneral. It would be
about as just to accuse Lee of undue partiality to
Georgia in making Longstreet his senior lieuten
ant, as it is to accuse him of partiality to Virginia
in selecting A. P. Hill rather than D. H. Hill or
McLaws for the command of hi!! Thin! Corps.

Second. In regard to the battle of Gettysburg:
The first day's ~ht was brought on unexpectedly
to Lee. In the absence of Stnart be was not aware
of the proximity of the Federal army. The first
day's operations were very successful. Two of
the seven infantry corps of the Federal army were
virtually demolished, having been defeated and
driven in disorder completely from the field, leav
ing many killed and wounded and several thonsand
prillOners to the victors.

T1Iird. Itwas at the close of this day's work that
General Lee, in view of its results, and of the in
dieations it gave of the position of the Federal
army, decided to follow np the fight. General Long
street advised a movement acrosH Meade's front

to tbreaten his left and rear. Such a movement
would have been difficult in the absence of Stuart;
it could not bave beeu executed in the position
then occupied by tbe army with sufficient prompt
ness to surprise Meade; and if successful it simply
would have forced the Federal army back to some
position nearer Baltimore and Washington where
the issue of battle was still to be tried. General
Longstreet begs the question when he assumes
that Meade would then have been obliged to attack
at a disadvantage. General Lee decided that this
plan did not promise as good results as to follow
up the partial vie tory already gained. More than
one-fourth of the Federal army was beaten. (Of
the First and Eleventh corps that had numbered
20,931 on June 30th, not 5700 were in line on
July 2d.) That army was not concentrated, and
hours must elapse before its full strength could be
marshaled for battle. The absent portions would
reach the field jaded by forced marches, to meet the
depressing news of the defeat of their comrades.
Doubt and uncertainty would prevail, increased
perhaps by the fact that the present Federal com
mander was so new in his place. Lee's troops were
much more nearly up, only Pickett's division and
Law's brigade being ont of reach. Not to press the
Union army was to lose the greater part of the ad
vantage of the first day's victory. The Federals
would soon recover from their depression if not
pressed, and his own troops would be disappointed.
Lee believed if he could attack early on the second
day he would have but part of the Federal army
to deal with, and that if he could repeat his succesll
of the first day the gain would be great. He there
fore determined upon attack. On the night of the
1st (not on the forenoon of the 2d, as General
Longstreet has it) he decided, after a conference
with Ewell and his division commanders, to make
the attack early next day from his right with Long
street'!! two divisions that were within reach, this
attack to be supported by Hill and Ewell. (See
Ewell's and Early's reports: Early's paper in
II Southern Historical Society Papers," Vol. IV.,
p. 214 j and Long's" Memoirs of Lee.")

Fourth. General Longstreet would have us infer
that he was not ordered by General Lee to attack
early on the second day; but that his memcry is at
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fault on this point h&8 been abundantly shown by
Generals Fitz Lee, Pendleton, Early, Wilcox, and
many others. No testimony on this point is more
direct and conclusive than that of Geneml A. L.
Long, then military secretary to General Lee. He
says in his recently published" Memoirs of R. E.
Lee" (page 277), that on the evening of the 1st,
when General Lee had decided not to renew the
attack on Cemetery Hill that day, he said (in
Long's presence) to Longstreet and Hill: .. Gentle
men, we will attack the enemy in the morning &8
early &8 practicable." Long continues: "In the
conversation that succeeded he [Lee] directed
them to make the necessary preparations and be
ready for prompt action the next day." Long
shows plainly that General Lee's design W&8 to at
tack the troops in front· before the whole Federal
army could get up, and he describes graphically
the impatience Lee showed next morning, &8 early
as 9 A.. M., at Longstreet's delay. General Long
street is wrong, too, in giving the impression that
his divisions were fifteen or twenty miles away on
the night of the 1st, for in his official report he
says that "McLaws's division . . • reached
Marsh Creek, fonr miles from Gettysburg, a little
after dark, and Hood's division [except Law's bri
gade] got within nearly thll same distance of the
town about 12 o'clock at night." Hood says he
wall with his sta1f "in front of the h&ights of Get
tysburg shortly after daybreak" on the 2d, and his
troop8 were close behind. Kershaw (of McLaws's
division) says in his official report that on the lat
of July they "marched to a point on the Gettys
burg road some two miles from that place, going
into camp at 12 P. M."

General Longstreet, to explain his delay, be
sides the above re&8ons scrapes together a number
of others,- such as the presence of some Federal
scouts and pickets west of the Emmitsburg road,
the movement of Sickles's rear-guard along that
road, the presence of one of General Lee's engi
neers (who had been sent to give information, not
to command his corps). No time need be wasted
on these. The fact is that General Longstreet,
though knowing fully the condition of things on
the night of the lat, knowing thst Lee had decided
to attack that part of the Federal army in his
front, knowing that every hour strengthened
Meade and diminished the chanclli!l of Confederate
success, and knowing that his corps was to open
the battle and deliver the main assault, con8llmed
the time from daylight to nearly 4 P. )4., on July
2d, in moving his troops about four miles, over no
serious obstacle, and in getting them into battle.
Meantime on the Federal side Hancock's corps,
which had camped three miles from Gettysburg,
reached the field by 6 or 7 A. M.; Sickles's two
brigades that bad been left at Emmitsburg came
up by 9 A. )4.; the rear of the Fifth Corps by
midday, and the Sixth Corps, after a march of

thirty-two miles in thirty hours, by 2 P. x. Had
Longstreet attacked not later than 9 or lOA.. x.,
&8 Lee certainly expected, Sickles's and Hancock's
corps would have been defeated before the Sixth
Corps and part of the Fifth arrived. Little Round
Top (which, &8 it was, the Fifth Corps barely man
aged to seize in time) would have fallen into Con
federate possession; and even if nothing more had
been done this would have given the field to the
Confederates, since the Federal line all the way to
Cemetery Hill W&8 untenable with Round Top in
hostile hands.

Fifth. That Lougstreet's attack when made W&8
poorly seconded by the other corps may be true,
and thus another chance of winning a complete
victory on July 2d W&8 lost, but this does not
change the fact that the first and great oppor
tunity of that day for the Confederates W&8 lost
by Longstreet's delay.

Sirth. Victory on the third day W&8 for the Con
federates a far more difficult problem than on the
second, but it W&8 still within their reach. But
one need not be surprised at the failure of Pickett's
attack after reading of the hesitation, the want
of confidence and hearty cooperation, with which
General Longstreet directed it. Lee never in
tended that Pickett, Pettigrew, and Trimble
shonld fight unsupported by the remainder of
the army. He expected "that with proper con
cert of action . . . we should ultimately suc
ceed." (Lee's report.) Longstreet was directed
to use his whole corps, and when he felt emblU'
rasaed by the Federal forces on or near the Round
Tops he was given a division and a half from A.
P. Hill's corps, with power to call for more.
General Long says: "The original intention of
General Lee was that Pickett'll attack should be
8Ilpported by the divisions of McLaws and Hood,
and General LonRBtreet was so ordered." (" Mem
oirs of Lee," p. 294. Bee also statements of
Colonels Venable and Taylor, "Four Years with
General Lee," p. 108.) Lee's efforts for a con
certed attack were ineffectual. Pickett W&8 over
whelmed not by troops in front but by those on
his fianka, especially by those on his right ftank,
where Wilcox was sent forward too late to be of
use, and where he W&8 too weak to have effeeted
much at best. Yet Longstreet did not use any
part of Hood's and McLaws's divisions to 8Ilpport
Pickett, or to make a diversion in his favor, or to
occupy the troops on his fiank which finAlly de
feated him. These divillions were practically idle,
except that one of Hood's brigades W&8 occupied
in driving off the Federal cavalry which made
" dash on that fiank. Longstreet, in a word,
sent forward one-third of his COrpll to the at
tack, but the remainder of his troops did not
c06perate. And yet he reproaches Lee for the
result I

MoDoxOGH, MD., Febrnary 18th,l88'f.
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THE GREAT CHARGE AND ARTILLERY FIGHTING
AT GETTYSBURG.

BY E. PORTER ALEXANDER, BRIGADJER-GENERAJ" C. 8. A.

T HE Reserve Artillery of Longstreet's corps, in the Gettysburg campaign,
consisted of the Washington Artillery of New Orleans, then under

Major Eshleman, nine guns, and my own battalion of twenty-six guns.
Besides these, the artillery of the corps comprised Cabell's, Henry's, and
Dearing's battalions of eighteen guns each. The latter battalions were
usually attached, on the march, respectively to McLaws's, Hood's, and Pickett's
divisions of infantry.

On the first of July, 1863, the Reserve Artillery was encamped near Green
wood, and we had no idea that the great battle of the campaign had already
opened about eighteen miles away. Early in the night, however, rumors
reached us that Hill's corps had been heavily engaged, and that Ewell's had
come to his assistance; that the enemy had been driven some distance, but
had finally made a stand in a very strong position. These rumors were soon
followed by orders for the artillery to march at 1 o'clock for the front. There
was little time for sleep before taking the road, and I think but few improved
even that little. There was the usual lively interest, of course, to hear of
the personal fortunes of friends in the two corps which had been engaged.
Who was killed and who safe f Then there was no one so dull as not to
appreciate the tremendous gravity to us of the results of the battle which the
next day was to bring. We had penetrated farther into the enemy's country
than ever bofore. Our only communication with our arsenals and depots was
by an unguarded wagon-road to Staunton, Virginia, about two hundred miles,
over mountains and across unbridged rivers; much of it through a hostile
country, and all of it liable to cavalry raids by the enemy. But we felt that
we were now, somehow, nearer the enemy's heart than we had ever been
before,- within easy reach of some vital part,- and that a blow struck now
must have many times the effect it would have if given in Virginia against
only an invading army. Our confidence in Lee was, of course, supreme,
and the opportune arrival of Ewell to Hill's aid gave fresh confirmation of
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the skill that would direct our efforts. There seemed to be a prevalent feel
ing that fortune now favored us and that victory or defeat now depended
solely on ourselves.

Except in equipment, I think a better army, better nerved up to its
work, never marched upon a battle-field. But many of our infantry still
can-ied smooth-bore muskets, and our artillery ammunition was inferior,
especially that of the rifles. The Confederacy did not have the facilities for
much nice work of that sort, and we had to take what we could get without
rigid inspection. How our rifled batteries always envied our friends in the
opposition their abundant supply of splendid ammunition! For an unreliable
fuse or a rifle-shell which "tumbles" sickens not only the gunner but the
whole battery, more than" misfires" at large game disheartE'n a sportsman.
There is no encouragement to careful aiming when the ammunition fails, and
the men feel handicapped. But for all our confidence that Providence had
now at last consented to "come down and take a proper view of t.he situa
tion," as one of our good chaplains used to pray, there was a very natural
anxiety to know how the enemy had fought the day before at Gettysburg.
As we met the wounded and staff-officers who had been in the action, I
remember many questions asked on that subject. There was no great comfort
to be derived from the answers, which were generally in profane simile.
Indeed, I have heard survivors of the war say since that some of the Federal
fighting that day equaled or surpassed any they ever saw from first to last.

We marched quite steadily, with a good road and a bright moon, until
about 7 A. M. on the 2d, when we halted in a grassy open grove about a mile
west of Seminary Ridge, and fed and watered. Here, soon afterward, I was
sent for by General Longstreet, and, riding forward, found him with General
Lee on Seminary Ridge. Opposite, about a mile away, on Cemetery Ridge,
overlooking the town, lay the enemy, their batteries making considerable
display, but their infantry, behind stone walls and ridges, scarcely visible.
In between us were only gentle rolling slopes of pasture and wheat-fields,
with a considerable body of woods to the right and front. The two Round
Tops looked over everything, and a signal-flag was visible on the highest.
Instinctively the idea arose, " If we could only take position here and haye
them attack us through this open ground!" But I soon learned that we
were in no such luck - the boot, in fact, being upon the other foot.

It was explained to me that our corps was to assault the enemy's left flank,
and I was directed to reconnoiter it and then to take charge of all the artillery
of the corps and direct it in the attack, leaving my own battalion to the com
mand of Major Huger. I was particularly cautioned, in moving the artillery,
to keep it out of sight of the signal-station upon Round Top. J

~ This BUgge8t8 the remArk that I have never mentH out of their sight. That wretched little
understood why the enemy abandoned the use of signal-lltstion upon Round Top that day caused
military balloons early in 1863, after having used one of our divisions to lose over two hollJ'S, and
them extensively up to that time. Even if the probably delayed our &88ault nearly that long.
observers never saw anything, they would have During that time a Federal corps arrived neAr
been worth all they cost for the aunoyance and Round Top and became an important factor in the
delays they IlBused us in trying to keep our move- action which followed.-E. P. A.
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I immediately started on my reconnoissance, and in about three hours had
a good idea of all the ground, and had Cabell's, Henry's, and my own battalions
parked near where our infantry lines were to be formed and the attack begun.
Dearing's battalion with Pickett's infantry was not yet up, and the Washing
ton Artillery was left in reserve.

Through some blunder, part of our infantry had been marched on a road
that brought them in sight of Round Top, and instead of taking to the fields
and hollows, they had been halted for an hour, and then had been counter
marched and sent around by a circuitous road, via Black Horse Tavern,
about five miles out of the way, thereby losing at least two hours.

We waited quite a time for the infantry, and I think it was about 4 o'clock
when at last the word was given for Hood's division to move out and endeavor
to turn the enemy's left, while McLaws awaited the development of Hood's
attack, ready to assault the Peach Orchard. Henry's battalion moved out
with Hood and was speedily and heavily engaged.; Cabell was ready to support
him, and at once went into action near Snyder's house, about seven hundred
yards from the Peach Orchard.

The Federal artillery was ready for us and in their usual full force and good
practice. The ground at Cabell's position gave little protection, and he
suffered rapidly in both men and horses. To help him I ran up Huger with
18 guns of my own 26, to Warfleld's house, within 500 yards of the Peach
Orchard, and opened upon it. This made fifty-four guns in action, and I
hoped they would crush that part of the enemy's line in a very short time,
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but the fight was longer and hotter than I expected. So accurate was the
enemy's fire, that two of my guns were fn.irly dismounted, and the loss of men
was so great that I had to ask General Barksdale, whose brigade was lying
down close behiud in the wood, for help to handle the h~avy 24-pounder
howitzers of Moody's battery. He gave me permission to call for volunteers,
and in a minute I had eight good fellows, of whom, alas! we buried two that
night, and sent to the hospital three others mortally or severely wounded.
At last I sent for my other two batteries, but before they arrived McLaws's
division charged past our guns, and the enemy deserted their line in confusion.
Then I believed that Providence was indeed" taking the proper view," and
that the war was very nearly over. Every battery was limbered to the front,
and the two batteries from the rear coming up, all six charged in line across
the plain and went into action again at the position the enemy had deserted.
I can recall no more splendid sight, on a small scale,- and certainly no more
inspiriting moment during the war,- than that of the charge of these six bat
teries. An artillerist's heaven is to follow the routed enemy, after a tough
resistance, and throw shells and canister into his disorganized and fleeing
masses. Then the explosions of the guns sound louder and more powerful,
and the very shouts of the gunners, ordering" Fire! " in rapid succession, thrill
one's very soul. There is no excitement on earth like it. It is far prettier
shooting than at a compact, narrow line of battle, or at another battery. Now
we saw our heaven just in front, and were already breathing the very air of
victory. Now we would have our revenge, and make them sorry they had
staid so long. Everything was in a rush. The ground was generally good,
and pieces and caissons went at a gallop, some cannoneers mounted, and
some running by the sides - not in regular line, but a general race and
scramble to get there first.

But we only had a moderately good time with Sickles's retreating corps
after all. They fell back upon fresh troops in what seemed a strong position
extending along the ridge north of Round Top. Hood's troops under Law
gained the slope of Little Round Top, but were driven back to its base. Our
infantry lines had become disjointed in the advance, and the fighting became
a number of isolated combats between brigades. The artillery took part
wherever it could, firing at everything in sight, and a sort of pell-mell fighting
lasted until darkness covered the field and the fuses of the flying shells looked
like little meteors in the air. But then both musketry and artillery slackened
off, and by 9 o'clock the field was silent. It was evident that we had not
finished the job, and would have to make a fresh effort in the morning. The
firing had hardly ceased when my faithful little darkey, Charlie, came up
hunting for me, with a fresh horse, affectionate congratulations on my safety,
and, what was equally acceptable, something to eat. Negro servants hunting
for their masters were a feature of the landscape that night. I then found
General Longstreet, learned what I could of the fortunes of the day on other
parts of the field, and got orders for the morning. They were, in brief, that
our present position was to be held and the attack renewed as soon as Pickett
arrived, and he was expected early.
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CONFEDERATE8 WAlTlNG FOB THB END OF THE ARTILLBRT DUEL.

There was a great deal to do meanwhile. Our sound horses were to be fed
and watered, those killed and disabled were to be replaced from the wagon
teams, ammunition must be replenished, and the ground examined and posi
tions of batteries rectified. But a splendid moon made all comparatively
easy, and greatly assisted, too, in the care of the wounded, many of whom,
both our own and the enemy's, lay about among our batteries nearly all
night. About 1 o'clock I made a little bed of fence-rails, as preferable to the
trampled ground in the Peach Orchard, and got two hours' sleep. At 3 I
began to put the batteries in position again and was joined by the Wash
ington Artillery, which had been in reserve the day before. As daylight
came I found I had placed about twenty guns so that the enemy's batteries
on Cemetery Hill enfiladed the line, and I had a panic, almost, for fear the
enemy would discover my blunder and open before I could rectify it. They
could not, perhaps, see down into the valley as early as I could see them,
and all was right before they opened. They never could have resisted the
temptation to such pot-shooting. Apparently to feel us, they fired a few
shots, and hit one or two men and some horses; but we did not respond,
wanting to save our ammunition for the real work, and we were grateful to
them for their moderation, our ground being very unfavorable as regarded
shelter.

Early in the morning General Lee came around, and I was then told that we
were to assault Cemetery Hill, which lay rather to our left. This necessitated
a good many changes of our positions, which the enemy did not altogether
approve of, and they took occasional shots at us, though we shifted about, as
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inoffensively as possible, and carefully avoided getting into bunches. But we
stood it all meekly, and by 10 o'clock, Dearing having come up, we had
seventy-five guns in what was virtually one battery, so disposed as to fire
on Cemetery Hill and the batteries south of it, which would have a fire on our
advancing infantry. Pickett's division had arrived, and his men were resting
and eating. Along Seminary Ridge, a short distance to our left, were sixty
three guns of A. P. Hill's corps, under Colonel R. L. Walker. As their distance
was a little too great for effective howitzer fire, General Pendleton offered me
the use of nine howitzers belonging to that corps. I accepted them, intending
to take them into the charge with Pickett; so I put them in a hollow behind a
bit of wood, with no orders but to wait there until I sent for them. About
11, some of Hill's skirmishers and the enemy's began fighting over a barn
between the lines, and gradually his artillery and the enemy's took part, until
over a hundred guns were engaged, and a tremendous roar was kept up for
quite a time. But it gradually died out, and the whole field became as
silent as a churchyard until 1 o'clock. The enemy, aware of the strength
of his position, simply sat still and waited for us. It had been arranged that
when the infantry column was ready, General Longstreet should order two
guns fired by the Washington Artillery. ~ On that signal all our guns were
to open on Cemetery Hill and the ridge extending toward Round Top, which
was covered with batteries. I was to observe the fire and give Pickett the
order to charge. I accordingly took position, about 12, at the most favor
able point, just on the left of the line of guns and with one of Pickett's cou
riers with me. Soon after I received the following note from Longstreet:

"COLONEL: If the artillery fire does not have the eft'ect to drive oft' the enemy or greatly
demoralize him, 80 as to make our eft'orts pretty certain, I would prefer that you should not
advise General Pickett to make the charge. I shall rely a great deal on your good judgment to
determine the matter, and shall expect you to let General Pickett know when the moment
oft'ers."

This note rather startled me. If that assault was to be made on General
Lee's judgment it was all right, but I did not want it made on mine. I wrote
back to General Longstreet to the following effect:

" GENERAL: I will only be able to judge of the eft'ect of our fire on the enemy by his return
fire, for his infantry is but little exposed to view and the smoke will obscure the whole field. 11',
&s I infer from your note, there is any alternative to this attack, it should be carefully considered
before opening our fire, for it will take all the artillery ammunition we have left to test this one
thoroughly, and, if the result is unfavorable, we will have none left for another eft'ort. And
even if this is entirely successful, it can only be 80 at a very bloody cost."

:, In the " United Service Magazine" for Au
gust, 1885, Lieutenant-Colonel William Miller
Owen, of the Washington Artillery, says:

.. Returning to the position of the Washington Artil
lery. we all quietly awaited the order to open the ball
At 1 : SO P. X. a col!'l'ttlr dlUlhed np in great haste, hold
tn.c a Uttle sUp of paper, torn evidently from a memo
randum-book, on whleh, written In peneil and addressed
to Colonel Walton, w.. the follOwing:

•H..ADQIJABTKHlI• .July 3d, 1863. Colooel: Let the batterl8ll
opeo. Order~t care and precision In firing. If the bat
tert.... at the Peaeh orehanl canoot be naed &«&Ioat the point
we Inteod attacking, let tbem opeo 00 the eoemy on the

rocky bl1l. Moat respectfully, .J. Lol'lOIlTllBET. Lieu_aut.
Geoeral Commanding.'

.. The order to !lre the stgnal-gun WIUI tmmed1ate17
communicated to M~or Eshleman, comuJlwdlng the
W..hlngton ArtIllery. and the report of the tlnIt gnD
rang ont npon the still Bnmmer air. There was a mo
ment's delay with the IIe<lOnd gun, a friction-primer
hav:l.ng fo.Iled to explode. It W88 bnt a Uttl" apane of
time, bnt a hundred thonsand men were l1lIteD1ng.
Finally a putr of amoke was 1168n at the Peaah Orchard"
then lJaDIe a roar and a tlash, and 188 pieces of Confed
erate artillery opened upon the enemy'a position, IU1d
the deadly work began with the noise of the hearteat
thunder." EDITORS.
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To thiB presently came the following reply:
"COLONEL: The intention is to advance the infantry if the artillery has the desired eil'ect of

driving the enemy's oil', or having other eil'ect such as to warrant us in making the attack.
When the moment arrives advise General Pickett, and of course advance such artillery as you
can use in aiding the attack."

I hardly knew whether this left me diBcretion or not, but at any rate it
seemed decided that the artillery must open. I felt that if we went that
far we could not draw back, but the infantry must go too. General A. R.
Wright, of Hill's corps, was with me looking at the position when these
notes were received, and we discussed them together. Wright said, "It
is not so hard to .'/0 there as it looks; I was nearly there with my brigade
yesterday. The trouble is to stay there. The whole Yankee army is there'
in a bunch."

I was influenced by this, and somewhat by a sort of camp rumor which I
had heard that morning, that General Lee had said that he was going to send
every man he had upon that hill. At any rate, I assumed that the question
of supports had been well considered, and that whatever was possible would
be done. But before replying I rode to see Pickett, who was with his division
a short distance in the rear. I did not tell him my object, but only tried to
guess how he felt about the charge. He seemed very sanguine, and thought
himself in luck to have the chance. Then I felt that I could not make any
delay or let the attack suffer by any indecision on my part. And, that General
Longstreet might know my intention, I wrote him only this: "GENERAL:
When our artillery fire is at its best, I shall order Pickett to charge."

Then, getting a little more anxious, I decided to send for the nine howitzers
and take them allead of Pickett up nearly to musket range, instead of fol
lowing close behind him as at first intended; so I sent a courier to bring
them up in front of the infantry, but under cover of the wood. The courier
could not find them. He was sent again, and only returned after our fire
was opened, saying they were gone. I afterward learned that General Pen
dleton had sent for a part of them, and the others had moved to a neighbor
ing hollow to get out of the line of the enemy's fire at one of Hill's batteries
during the artillery duel they had had an hour before.

At exactly 1 o'clock by my watch the two signal-guns were heard in
quick succession. In another minute every gun was at work. The enemy
were not slow in coming back at us, and the grand roar of nearly the whole
artillery of both armies burst in on the silence, almost as suddenly as the full
notes of an organ would fill a church. [See p. 371.]

The artillery of Ewell's corps, however, took only a small part, I believe,
in this, as they were too far away on the other side of the town. Some of
them might have done good service from positions between Hill and Ewell,
enfilading the batteries fighting us. The opportunity to do that was the
single advantage in our having the exterior line, to compensate for all its
disadvantages. But our line was so extended that all of it was not well
studied, and the officers of the different corps had no opportunity to examine
each other's ground for chances to cooperate.
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The enemy's position seemed to have broken out with guns everywhere,
and from Round Top to Cemetery Hill was blazing like a volcano. The air
seemed full of missiles from every direction. The severity of the fire may
be illustrated by the casualties in my own battalion under Major Huger.

Under my predecessor, General S. D. Lee, the battalion had made a repu
tation at the Second Manassas and also at Sharpsburg. .At the latt.er battle
it had a peculiarly bard time fighting infantry and superior metal nearly all
day, and losing about eighty-five men and sixty horses. Sharpsburg they

called "artillery hell." At Gettysburg the
losses in the same command, including the
infantry that volunteered to help serve
the guns, were 144 men and 116 horses,
nearly all by artillery fire. Some parts of
the Federal artillery suffered in the same
proportion under our fire. I heard of one
battery losing 27 out of 36 horses in 10
minutes.

Before the cannonade opened I had made
up my mind t.o give Pickett the order to
advance within fifteen or twenty minutes
after it began. But when I looked at the
full development of the enemy's batteries,
and knew that his infantry was generally

JUJoa-oUJUl.4L CADJlU8 II. WILCOX, c. II. A. protected from our fire by stone walls and
nOll A PHOTOGRAPH. swells of the ground, I could not bring

myself to give the word. It seemed madness to launch infantry into that
fire, with nearly three-quarters of a mile to go at midday under a July SUD.
I let the 15 minutes pass, and 20, and 25, hoping vainly for something
to turn up. Then I wrote to Pickett: "If yOll are coming at all you must
come at once, or I cannot give you proper support; but the enemy's fire
has Dot slackened at all; at least eighteen guns are still firing from the
cemetery itself." Five minutes after sending that message, the enemy's
fire suddenly began to slacken, and the guns in the cemetery limbered up
and vacated the position.

We Confederates often did such things as that to save our ammunition for
use against infantry, but I had never before seen the Federals withdraw their
guns simply to save them up for the infantry fight. So I said, "If he does
not run fresh batteries in there in five minutes, this is our fight." I looked.
anxiously with my glass, and the five minutes passed without a sign of life
on the deserted position, still swept by our fire, and littered with dead men
and horses and fragments of disabled carriages. Then I wrote Pickett,
urgently: "For God's sake, come quick. The eighteen guns Sl·e gone; come
quick, or my ammunition won't let me support you properly."

I afterward heard from others what took place with my first note to Pickett.
Pickett took it to Longstreet, Longstreet read it, and said nothing. Pickett

said, "General, shall I advance f" Longstreet, knowing it had to be, but
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unwilling to give the word, turned his face away. Pickett saluted and said,
"I am going to move forward, sir," galloped off to his division and immedi
ately put it in motion.l

Longstreet, leaving his staff, came out alone to where I was. It was then
about 1:40 P. M. I explained the situation, feeling then more hopeful, but
afraid our artillery ammunition might not hold out for all we would want.
Longstreet said, " Stop Pickett immediately and replenish your ammunition."
I explained that it would take too long, and the enemy would recover from
the effect our fire was then having, and we had, moreover, very little to
replenish with. Longstreet said, "I don't want to make this attack. I would
stop it now but that General Lee ordered it and expects it to go on. I don't
see how it can succeed."

I listened, but did not dare offer a word. The battle was lost if we stopped.
Ammunition was far too low to try anything else, for we had been fighting
three days. There was a chance, and it was not my part to interfere. While
Longstreet was still speaking, Pickett's division swept out of the wood and
showed the full length of its gray ranks and shining bayonets, as grand a
sight as ever a man looked on. Joining it on the left, Pettigrew stretched
farther than I could see. General Dick Garnett, just out of the sick ambu
lance, and buttoned up in an old blue overcoat, riding at the head of bis
brigade passed us and saluted Longstreet. Garnett was a warm personal
friend, and we had not met before for months. We had served on the plains
together before the war. I rode with him a short distance, and then we
wished each other luck and a good-bye, which was our last.

Then I rode down the line of guns, selecting such as had enough ammunition
to follow Pickett's advance, and starting them after him as fast as possible.
I got, I think, fifteen or eighteen in all, in a little while, and went with them.
Meanwhile, the infantry had no sooner debouched on the plain than all the
enemy's line, which had been nearly silent, broke out again with all its
batteries. The eighteen guns were back in the cemetery, and a storm of
shell began bursting over and among our infantry. All of our guns - silent
as the infantry passed between them - reopened over their heads when the
lines had got a couple of hundred yards away, but the enemy's artillery let
us alone and fired only at the infantry. Noone could have looked at that
advance without feeling proud of it.

But, as our supporting guns advanced, we passed many poor, mangled
victims left in its trampled wake. ~ A terrific infantry fire was now opened
upon Pickett, and a considerable force of the enemy moved out to attack
the right flank of his line. We halted, unlimbered, and opened fire upon it.
Pickett's men never halted, but opened fire at close range, swarmed over the
fences and among the enemy's guns - were swallowed up in smoke, and that

~ See General Longstreet's statement on pp.
344,345.-EDITORS.

} I remember one with the most horrible wound
that I ever saw. We were halted for a moment by
a fence, and as the men threw it down tor the guns
to pass, I saw in one of the cornel'll a man sitting

down and looking up at me. A solid shot had car
ried away both jaws and his tongue. I noticed the
powder smut from the shot on the white skin around
the wound. He sat up and looked at me steadily. and
I looked at him until the guns could pass. but noth
ing, of course, could be done for him.-E. P. A.
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was the last of them. The conflict hardly seemed to last five minutes before
they were melted away, and only disorganized stragglers pursued by a. mod
erate fire were coming back. Just then, Wilcox's brigade passed by us, mov
ing to Pickett's support. There was no longer anything to support, and with
the keenest pity at the useless waste of life, I saw them advance. The men,
as they passed us, looked bewildered, as if they wondered what they were
expected to do, or why they were there. However, they were soon halted
and moved back. They suffered some losses, and we had a few cusualties
from canister sent at them at rather long range.

From the position of our guns the sight of this conflict was grand and
thrilling, and we watched it as men with a life-and-death interest in tht>
result. If it should be favorable to us, the war was nearly over; if against us,
we each had the risks of many battles yet to go through. And the event
culminated with fearful rapidity. Listening to the rolling crashes of mns
ketry, it was hard to realize that they were made up of single reports, and
that each musket-shot represented nearly a minute of a man's life in that
storm of lead and iron. It seemed as if 100,000 men were engaged, and that
human life was being poured out like water. As soon as it appeared that the
assault had failed, we ceased firing in order to save ammunition in case the
enemy should advance. But we held our ground as boldly as possible, though
we were entirely without support, and very low in ammunition. The enemy
gave us an occasional shot for a while and then, to our great relief, let us rest.
About that time General Lee, entirely alone, rode up a.nd remained with me for
a long time. He then probably first appreciated the full extent of the disaster
as the disorganized stragglers made their way back past us. The Comte de
Paris, in his excellent account of this battle, remarks that Lee, as a soldier,
must at this moment have foreseen Appomattox-that he must have realized
that he could never again muster so powerful an army, and that for the
future he eould only delay, but not avert, the failure of his cause. However
this may be, it was certainly a momentous thing to him to see that superb
attack end in such a bloody repulse. But, whatever his emotions, there was
no trace of them in his calm and self-possessed bearing. I thought at the
time his coming there very imprudent, and the absence of all his stafI-officers
and couriers strange. It could only have happened by his express intention.
I have since thought it possible that he came, thinking the enemy might fol
low in pursuit of Pickett, personally to rally stragglers about our guns and
make a desperate defense. He had the instincts of a soldier within him
as strongly as any man. Looking at Burnside's dense columns swarming
throngh the fire of our guns toward Marye's Hill at Fredericksburg, he had
said: "It is well war is so terrible or we would grow too fond of it." No
soldier could have looked on at Pickett's charge and not burned to be in it. To
have a personal part in a close and desperate fight at that moment would, I
believe, have been at heart a great pleasure to General Lee, and possibly he
was looking for one. We were here joined by Colonel Fremantle of Her
Majesty's Coldstream Guards, who was visiting our army. He afterward
published an excellent account of the battle in " Blackwood," and described
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many little incidents that took place here, such as General Lee's encouraging
the retreating stragglers to rally as soon as they got back to cover, and say
ing that the failure was his fault, not theirs. Colonel Fremantle especially
noticed that General Lee reproved an officer for spurring a foolish horse, and
advised him to use only gentle measures. The officer was Lieutenant F. M.
Colston of my staff, whom General Lee had requested to ride off to the right
and try to discover the cause of a great cheering we heard in the enemy's
lines. We thought it might mean an advance upon us, but it proved to be
only a greeting to some general officer riding along the line.

That was the end of the battle. Little by little we got some guns to the
rear to replenish and refit, and get in condition to fight again, and some we
held boldly in advanced positions all along the line. Sharp-shooters came out
and worried some of the men, and single guns would fire on these, sometimes
very rapidly, and manage to keep them back; some parts of the line had
not even a picket in front. But the enemy's artillery generally let us alone,
and I certainly saw no reason to disturb the entente cordiale. Night came
very slowly, but came at last; and about 10 the last gun was withdrawn to
Willoughby Run, whence we had moved to the attack the afternoon before.

Of Pickett's three brigadiers, Garnett and Armistead were killed and
Kemper dangerously wounded. Fry, who commanded Pettigrew's brigade,
which adjoined Garnett on the left, and in the charge was the brigade of
direction for the whole force, was also left on the field desperately wounded.
Of all Pickett's field-officers in the three brigades only one major came out
unhurt. The men who made the attack were good enough: the only trouble
was, there were not enough of them.

Next day, July 4th, we took a pretty fair position, except that it had no
right flank, and awaited the enemy, who we thought would be inspired ,by the
day to attack us. Meanwhile the wounded and the trains were started back
to the Potomac, and at night, in a pouring rain and over roads that were
almost gulfs of mud, the army followed. Providence had evidently not yet
taken a " proper view of the situation." We had not finished the war, but
had to go back toO Virginia and start afresh. Yet the morale of the army
seemed not at all affected. The defeat was attributed entirely to the positiono,
and, if anything, it rather gave to the men confidence in what position could
do for them if they had it on their side. Had Meade attacked us at Downs
ville, where we were stopped for several days by high water in the Poto
mac, I believo w~ should have repulsed him easily, barring exhaustion of
ammunition.

The retreat was a terrible march for the artillery, crippled as we were by
the loss of so many horses in battle, and the giving out of many more on the
stony roads for the lack of horseshoes. We were compelled to trespass on
the reluctant hospitality of the neighboring farmers, and send squads in
every direction to get horses. Wherever found they WeI'e to be bought,
whether the owner desired to sell or not. Of course our only money was
Confederate bills, but we explained to the farmers that these would be as
good as greenbacks if only they would make their own Government stop
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fighting us. Such transactions we called" pressing" for short; and, by the
way, we often practiced it both at home and abroad, but our own people took
it more complacently than did the ., Dutch" farmers of Pennsylvania.

Near Hagerst.own I had an experience with an old Dunkard which gave me
a high and lasting respect for the people of that faith. My scouts had had a
horse transaction with this old gentleman, and he came to see me about it.
He made no complaint, but said it W80S his only horse, and 80S the scouts had
told him we had some hoof-sore horses we should have to leave behind, he
came to ask if I would trade him one of those for his horse, as without one
his crop would be lost.

I recognized the old man at once as a born gentleman in his delieate
characterization of the transaction as a trade. I was anxious to make
the trade as square 80S circumstances would permit. So I assented to his
taking a foot-sore horse, and offered him besides payment in Confederate
money. This he respectfully but firmly declined. Considering how the
recent battle had gone, I waived argument on the point of its value, but tried
another suggestion. I told him that we were in Maryland as the guests of
the United States; that after our departure the Government would pay all
bills that we left behind, and that I would give him an order on the United
States for the value of his horse and have it approved by General Longstreet.
To my surprise he declined this also. I supposed then that he was simply
ignorant of the bonanza iu a claim against the Government, and I explained
that; and, telling him that money was no object to us under the circum
stances, I offered to include the value of his whole farm. He again said he
wanted nothing but the foot-sore horse. Still anxious that the war should
not grind this poor old fellow in his poverty, I suggested that he take two or
three foot-sore horses which we would have to leave anyhow, when we
marched. Then he said, " Well, sir, I am a Dunkard, and the rule of our
church is an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, and a horse for a horse,
and I can't break the rule."

I replied that the Lord, who made all horses, knew that a good horse was
worth a dozen old battery scrubs; and after some time prevailed on him to
1lo.ke two, by calling one of them a gift. But that night, about midnight, we
were awakened by approaching hoofs and turned out expecting to receive
some order. It W80S myoid Dunkard leading one of his foot-sores. " Well?
sir," he said, "you made it look all right to me to-day when you were talking;
but after I went to bed to-night I got to thinking it all over, and I don't think
I can explain it to the church, and I would rather not try." With that he tied
old foot-sore to a fence, and rode off abruptly. Even at this late day it is a.
relief to my conscience to tender to his sect this recognition of their integrity
and honesty, in lieu of the extra horse which I vainly endeavored to throw
into the trade. Their virtues should commend them to all financial institu
tions in search of incorruptible employees.
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THE THIRD DAY AT GETTYSBURG.)

BY HENRY J. HUNT, BREVET MA.JOR-GENERAL, U. 8. A., CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, A. P.

I N view of the successes gained on the second day, General Lee resolved to
renew his efforts. These successes were:

1st. On the right, the lodgment at the bases of the Round Tops, the posses
sion of Devil's Den and its woods, and the ridges on the Emmitsburg road,
which gave him the coveted positions for his artillery.

2d. On the left, the occupation of part of the intrenchments of the Twelfth
Corps, with an outlet to the Baltimore pike, by which all our lines could be
taken in reverse.

3d. At the center, the partial success of three of Anderson's brigades in
penetrating our lines, from which they were expelled only because they
lacked proper support. It was thought that better concert of action might
have made good a lodgment here also.

Both armies had indeed lost heavily, but the account in that respect
seemed in favor of the Confederates, or at worst, balanced. Pickett's and
Edward Johnson's divisions were fresh, as were Posey's and Mahone's bri
gades of R. H. Anderson's, and William Smith's brigade of Early'S division.
These could be depended upon for an assault; tbe others could be used as
supports, and to follow up a success. The artillery was almost intact. Stuart
had arrived with his cavalry, excepting the brigades of Jones and Robertson,
guarding the communications; and Imboden had also come up. General
Lee, therefore, directed the renewal of operations both on the right and left.
Ewell had been ordered to attack at daylight on July 3d, and during the night
re(:nforced Johnson with Smith's, Daniel's, and O'Neal's brigades. Johnson
had made his preparations, aud was about moving, when at dawn Williams's
artillery opened upon him, preparatory to an assault by Geary and Ruger for
the recovery of their works. The suspension of this fire was followed by an
immediate advance by both sides. A conflict ensued which lasted with vary~

ing success until near 11 o'clock, during which the Confederates were driven

I Continued from p. 313.-EDITORS.
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out of the Union intrenchments by Geary and Ruger, aided by Shaler's
brigade of the Sixth Corps. .They made one or two attempts to regain
possessio'll, but were unsuccessful, and a dQmonstration to turn Johnson's
left caused him to withdraw his command to Rock Creek. At the close of
the war the seene of this conflict was covered by a forest of dead trees,
leaden bullets proving as fatal to them as to the soldiers whose bodies were
thickly strewn beneath them.

Longstreet's arrangements had been made to attack Round Top, and his
orders issued with a view to turning it, when General Lee decided that the
assault should be made on Cemetery Ridge by Pickett's and Pettigrew's di
visions, with part of Trimble's. Longstreet formed these in two lines-Pickett
on the right, supported by Wilcox; Pettigrew on the left, with Lane's and
Scales's brigades under Trimble in the second line. Hill was ordered to hold
his line with the remainder of his corps,- six brigades,- give Longstreet
assistance if required, and avail himself oi any success that might be gained.
Finally a powerful artillery force, about one hundred and fifty guns, was
ordered to prepare the way for the assault by cannonade. The necessar)T
arrangements caused delay, and before notice of this could be received by
Ewell, Johnson, as we have seen, was attacked, so that the contest was over
on the left before that at the center was begun. The hoped-for concert of
action in the Confederate attacks was lost from the beginning.

On the Federal side Hancock's corps held Cemetery Ridge with Robinson's
division, First Corps, on Hays's right in snpport, and Doubleday's at the

IIl'BUAJlT'B BRIGADE RENEWING TilE OOMFIlDERATK AnAcJt OM cuLl"B BILL, MOPIMG OF TBK THI1lD DAT.
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THE 2llTB PEB1C8YLVANa FOJUlING UNB 01' BATl'LB ON CULP'8 lULL .AT 10 A. M., JtJLY 8.

angle between Gibbon and Caldwell. General Newton, having been assigned
to the command of the First Corps, vice Reynolds, was now in charge of the
ridge held by Caldwell. Compactly arranged on its crest was McGilvery's
artillery, forty-one guns, consisting of his own batteries, reenforced by others
from the Artillery Reserve. Well to the right, in front of Hays and Gibbon,
was the artillery of the Second Corps under its chief, Captain Hazard.
Woodrnff's battery was in front of Ziegler's Grove; on his left, in succession,
Arnold's Rhode Island, Cushing's United States, Brown's Rhode Island, and
Rorty's New York. In the fight of the preceding day the two last-named
batteries had been to the front and suffered severely. Lieutenant T. Fred
Brown was severely wounded, and his command devolved on Lieutenant
Perrin. So great had been the loss in men and horses that they were now of
four guns each, reducing the total number in the corps to twenty-six.
Daniels's battery of horse artillery, four guns, was at the angle. Cowan's 1st
New York battery, six rifles, was placed on the left of Rorty's soon after the
cannonade commenced. In addition, some of the guns on Cemetery Hill, and
Rittenhouse's on Little Round Top, could be brought to bear, but these were
offset by batteries similarly placed on the flanks of the enemy, so that on the
Second Corps line, within the space of a mile, were 77 guns to oppose nearly
150. They were on an open crest plainly visible from all parts of the opposite
line. Between 10 and 11 A. M., everything looking favorable at Culp's Hill,
I crossed over to Cemetery Ridge, to see what might be going on at other
points. Here a magnificent display greeted my eyes. Our whole front for
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two miles was covered by batteries already in line or going into position.
They stretched- apparently in one unbroken mass-from opposite the town
to the Peach Orchard, which bounded the view to the left, the ridges of which
were planted thick with cannon. Never before had such a sight boon wit
nessed on this continent, and rarely, if ever, abroad. What did it mean' It
might possibly be to hold that line while its infantry was sent to aid Ewell,
or to guard against a counter-stroke from us, but it most probably meant all
assault on our center, to be preceded by a cannonade in order to crush our

batteries and shake our infantry; at
least to cause us to exhaust our ammu
nition in reply, so that the assaulting
troops might pass in good condition
over the half mile of open ground which
was beyond our effective musketry fire.
With such an object the cannonade
would be long and followed immedi
ately by the assault, their whole army
being held in readiness to follow up
a success. From the great extent of
ground occupied by the enemy's bat
teries, it was evident that all the artil
lery on our west front, whether of the
army corps or the reserve, must con
cur as a unit, under the chief of artil-

BREVET .AoIOR-GENKIUL GEORGR 8. GREUB. lery, in the defense. This is provided for
FROM AN AJlBROTYPB. in all well-organized armies by special

rules, which formerly were contained in our own army regulations, but they
had been condensed in successive editions into a few short lines, so obscure
as to be virtually worthless, because, like the rudimentary toe of the dog's
paw, they had become, from lack of use, mere survivals - unintelligible except
to the specialist. It was of the first importance to subject the enemy's
infantry, from the first moment of their advance, to such a cross-fire of our
artillery as would break their formation, check their impulse, and drive them
back, or at least bring them to our lines in such condition as to make them
an easy prey. There was neither time nor necessity for reporting this to
General Meade, and beginning on the right, I instructed the chiefs of artil
lery and battery commanders to withhold their fire for fifteen 01' twenty min
utes after the cannonade commenced, then to concentrate their fire with all
possible accuracy on those batteries which were most destructive to us - but
slowly, so that when the enemy's ammunition was exhausted, we should have
sufficient left to meet the assault. I had just given these orders to the last
battery on Little Round Top, when the signal-gun was fired, and the enemy
opened with all his guns. From that point the scene was indescribably
grand. All their batteries were soon covered with smoke, through which the
flashes were incessant, whilst the air seemed filled with shells, whose sharp
explosions, with the hurtling of their fragments, formed a running 8.<.'COlll-
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paniment to the deep roar of the guns. Thence I rode to the Artillery
.Reserve to order fresh batteries and ammunition to be sent up to the ridge as
soon as the cannonade ceased; but both the reserve and the train had gone
to a safer place. Messengers, however, had been left to receive and convey
orders, which I sent by them; then I returned to the ridge. Turning into
the Taneytown pike, I saw evidence of the necessity under which the reserve
had "decamped," in the remains of a dozen exploded caissons, which had
been placed under cover of a hill, but which the shells had managed to search
out. In fact, the fire was more dangerous behind the ridge than on its crest,
which I soon reached at the position occupied by General Newton behind
McGilvery's batteries, from which we had a fine view as all our own guns
were now in action.

Most of the enemy's projectiles passed overhead, the effect being to sweep
all the open ground in our rear, which was of little benefit to the Confeder
ates-a mere waste of ammunition, for everything here could seek shelter.
And just here an incident already published may be repeated, as it illustrates
a peculiar feature of civil war. Colonel Long, who was at the time on Gen
eral Lee's staff, had a few years before served in my mounted battery
expressly to receive a course of instruction in the use of field-artillery. At
Appomattox we spent several hours together, and in the course of conversa
tion I told him I was not satisfied with the conduct of this cannonade which I
had heard was under his direction, inasmuch as he had not done justice to his
instruction; that his fire, instead of being concentrated on the point of attack,
as it onght to have been, and as I expected it would be, was scattered over
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the whole field. He was amused at the
criticism and said: "I remembered my
lessons at the time, and when the fire
became 'so scattered, wondered what
you would think about it! "

I now rode along the ridge to inspect
the batteries. The infantry were lying
down on its reverse slope, near the
crest, in open ranks, waiting events.
As I passed along, a bolt from a rifle
gun struck the ground just in front of
a man of the front rank, penetrated the
surface and passed under him, throw

ing him" over and over." He fell behind the rear rank, apparently dead,
and a ridge of earth where he had been lying reminded me of the backwoods
practice of "barking" squirrels. Our fire was delioorate, but on inspecting
the chests I found that the ammunition was running low, and hastened to
General Meade to advise its immediate cessation and preparation for the
assault which would certainly follow. The headquarters building, immedi
ately behind the ridge, had been abandoned, and many of the horses of the
staff lay dead. Being told that the general had gone to the cemetery, I pro
ceeded thither. He was not there, and on telling General Howard my object,
he eoncurred in its propriety, and I rode back along the ridge, ordering the
fire to cease. This was followed by a cessation of that of the enemy, under
the mistaken impression that he had silenced our guns, and almost immedi
ately his infantry came out of the woods and formed for the assault. On my
way to the Taneytown road to meet the fresh batteries which I had ordered
up, I met Major Bingham, of Hancock's staff, who informed me that General
Meade's aides were seeking me with
orders to "cease firing"; so I had only (
anticipated his wishes. The batteries I
were brought up, and Fitzhugh's, I
Weir's, Wheeler's, and Parsons's were I
put in near the clump of trees. Brown's
and Arnold's batteries had been so crip.
pled that they were now withdrawn,
ansi Brown's was replaced by Cowan's.
M~antime the enemy advanced, and
McGilvery opened a destructive ob
lique fire, reenforced by that of Rit
tenhouse's six rifle-guns from Round
Top, which were served with remarka.
ble accuracy, enfilading Pickett's lines.
The Confederate approach was mag
nificent, and excited our admiration;
but the story of that charge is so well
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another. On this occasion it cost us much blood, many lives, and for a mo
ment endangered the integrity of our line if not the success of the battle.
Soon after Pickett's repulse, Wilcox's, Wright's, and Perry's brigades were
moved forward, but under the fire of the fresh batteries in Gibbon's front,
of McGilvery's and Rittenhouse's guns and the advance of two regiments of
Stannard's Vermont brigade, they soon fell back. The losses in the batteries
of the Second Corps were very heavy. Of the five battery commanders and
their successors on the field, Rorty, Cushing, and Woodruff were killed,
and Milne was mortally and Sheldon severely wounded at their guns. 80
great was the destruction of men and horses, that Cu8hing's and Wood
ruff's United States, and Brown's and Arnold's Rhode Island batteries were
consolidated to form two serviceable ones.

The advance of the Confederate brigades to cover Pickett's retreat showed
that the enemy's line opposite Cemetery Ridge was occupied by infantry.

known that I need not dwell upon it further than as it concerns my own
command. The steady fire from McGilvery and Rittenhouse, on their right,
('RUSed Pickett's men to "drift" in the opposite direction, so that the weight
of the assault fell upon the positions occupied by Hazard's batteries. I had
counted on an artillery cross-fire that would stop it before it reached our
lines, but, except a few shots here and there, Hazard's batteries were silent

until the enemy came within
ani t r ran . 'Ill y had un
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Our own line on the ridge was in more or less disorder, as the result of the
conflict, and in no condition to advance a sufficient force for a counter
assault. The largest bodies of organized troops available were on the left,
and General Meade now proceeded to Round Top and pushed out skirmishers
to feel the enemy in its front. An advance to the Plum Run line, of the
troops behind it, would have brought them directly in front of the numerous
batteries which crowned the Emmitsburg Ridge, commanding that line and
all the intervening ground; a farther advance, to the attack, would have
brought them under additional heavy flank fires. McCandless's brigade,

supported by Nevin's, was, however, pushed
forward, under cover of the woods, which pro
tected them from the fire of all these batter
ies; it crossed the Wheat-field, cleared the
woods, and had an encounter with a portion
of Benning's brigade, which was retiring.
Hood's and McLaws's divisions were falling
back under Longstreet's orders to their strong
position, I·esting on Peach Orchard and cover
ing Hill's line. It needs but a moment's ex
amination of the official map to see that our
troops on the left were locked up. As to the
center, Pickett's and Pettigrew's assaulting
divisions had formed no part of A. P. Hill's
line, which was virtually intact. The idea
that there must have been" a gap of at least
a mile" in that line, made by throwing forward
these divisions, and that a prompt advance

from Cemetery Ridge would have given us the liue, or the artillery in front
of it, was a delusion. A prompt counter-charge after a combat between two
small bodies of men is one thing; the change from the defensive to the
offensive of an army, after an engagement at a single point, is quite another.
This was not a "Waterloo defeat" with a fresh army to follow it up, and to
have made such a change to the offensive, on the assumption that Lee had
made no provision against a reverse, would have been rash in the extrE'me.
An advance of 20,000 men from Cemetery Ridge in the face of the 140 guns
then in position would have been stark madness; an immediate advance
from any point, in force, was simply impracticable, and before due preparation
could have been made for a change to the offensive, the favorable moment 
had any resulted from the repulse - would have passed away.

Whilst the main battle was raging, sharp cavalry combats took place Oll

both flanks of the army. On the left the principal incident was an attack
made by order of General Kilpatrick on infantry and artillery in woods and
behind stone fences, which resulted in considerable losses, and especially in
the death of General Farnsworth, a gallant and promising officer who hud
but a few days before been appointfld brigadier-general and had not Yl>t
received his commission. On the right an affair of some magnitude took
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PICJtZTrS CHARGB. 1.-UlOIUNG DOWN THB UXION LINES FROM THB .. CLUJIP OF TB&B8."

GeDeral Hancock and 8ta11' are seen In the lett center of the plcture.-Thl8 and the two plcturea that follow are
from the Cyclorama of Getty8burg, by permiMlon of the National Panorama Company.

place between Stuart's command of four and Gregg's of three brigades; but
Jt>nkins's Confederate brigade was soon thrown out of action from lack of
ammunition, and two only of Gregg's were engaged. Stuart had been ordered
to cover Ewell's left and was proceeding toward the Baltimore pike, where
he hoped to create a diversion in aid of the Confederate infantry, and in case
of Pickett's success to fall upon the retreating Federal troops. From near
Cress's Ridge, two and a half miles east of Gettysburg, Stuart commanded a
view of the roads in rear of the Federal lines. On its northern wooded
end he posted Jackson's battery, and took possession of the Rummel
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PICJ[&'J"l"ll OHAaOJ~. n.-TDB lUll( COLUSIO. TO TRB axGHT OJ' TIl& "CLt!- OJ' T1UI&II."
J'BOII TUB CTOLORAJIA 0' GBTTYllBUao.

In thlll hand·to-hand oonfltct General Armilltead. ot Pickett's Dh1s10n. w.. kl11ed, and General Webb,
ot Glbbon'll Dlvlelon, wu wounded,

farm-buildings, a few hundred yards distant. Hampton and Fitzhugh Lee
were on his left, covered by the wood, Jenkins and Chambliss on the
right, along the ridge. Half a mile east on a low parallel ridge, the
southern part of which bending west toward Cress's Ridge furnished excel
lent positions for artillery, was the Federal cavalry brigade of McIntosh, who
now sent a force toward Rummel's, from which a strong body of skirmishers
was thrown to meet them, and the battery opened. McIntosh now demanded
reenforcements, and Gregg, then near the Baltimore pike, brought him
Custer's brigade and Pennington's and Randol's batteries. The artillery soon
drove the Confederates out of Rummel's, and compelled Jackson's Virginia
battery to leave the ridge. Both sides brought up reenforcements and the
battle swayed from side to side of the interval. Finally the Federals were
pressed back, and Lee and Hampton, emerging from the wood, charged,
sword in hand, facing a destructive artillery fire - for the falling back of the
cavalry had uncovered our batteries. The assailants were met by Custer's
and such other mounted squadrons as could be thrown in; a melee ensued, in
which Hampton was severely wounded and the charge repulsed. Breathed's
and McGregor's Confederate batteries had replaced Jackson's, a sharp
artillery duel took place, and at nightfall each side held substantially its
original ground. Both sides claim to have held the Rummel house. The
advantage was decidedly with the Federals, who had foiled Stuart's plans.
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Thus the battle of Gettysbwg closed as it had opened, with a very creditable
cavalry battle.

General Lee now abandoned the attempt to dislodge Meade, intrenched a
line from Oak Hill to Peach Orchard, started all his impedimenta to the Poto
mac in advance, and followed with his army on the night of July 4th, via
Fairfield. This compelled Meade to take the circuitous routes through the
lower passes; and the strategic advantage to Lee and disadvantage to Meade
of Gettysburg were made manifest.

General Meade has been accused of slowness in the pursuit. The charge
is not well founded; he lost no time in commencing, or vigor in pushing, it.
As early &8 the morning of the 4th he ordered French at Frederick to seize
and hold the lower passes, and he put all the cavalry except Gregg's and Mc
Intosh's brigades in motion to harass the enemy's anticipated retreat, and to
destroy his t.rains and bridges at Williamsport. It stormed heavily that day,
and the care of the wounded and burial of the dead proceeded whilst the
enemy's line was being reconnoitered. As 800n, on the 5th, as it was certain
that Lee was retreating, Gregg was started in pursuit on the Chambersburg
pike, and the infantry-now reduced to a little over 47,000 effectives, short
of ammunition and supplies-by the lower passes. The Sixth Corps taking
the Hagerstown road, Sedgwick reported the Fairfield pass fortified, a large
force present, and that a fight could be had; upon which, on the 6th, Meade
halted the rest of the infantry and ordered two corps to his support, but soon
learning that although the pass could be carned it would cause too much
delay, he resumed the march, leaving McIntosh and a brigade of the Sixth
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Corps to follow the enemy through the Fairfield pass. On the evening of
the 4th-both armies being still in position at Gettysburg-Kilpatrick had
a sharp encounter with the enemy in Monterey pass, and this was followed
by daily cavalry combats on the different routes, in which much damage was
done to trains and many captures of wagons, caissons, and prisoners effect.ed.
On the 5th, whilst Lee was moving through the passes, French destroyed
the pontoon-bridge at Falling Waters. On the 6th - as Meade was leaving
Gettysburg - Buford attacked at Williamsport and Kilpatrick toward Hag
erstown, on his right, but as Imboden's train guard was strong, Stuart was
up, and Longstreet close by, they had to withdraw. [See p. 427.] The
enemy proceeded to constrnct a new bridge and intrench a strong line
covering Williamsport and Falling Waters. There were heavy rains on the
7th and 8th, but the infantry corps reached Middletown on the morning of
the 9th, received supplies, crossed the mountains that day, and at its close
the right was at Boonsboro', and the left at Rohrersville, on the roads to
Hagerstown and Williamsport. By this time the Potomac was swollen and
impassable. On the 10th Meade continued his advance, and received infor
mation that the enemy had occupied a. line extending from near Falling
Waters, through Downsville to Funkstown, which he was intrenching. This
at 1 P. M. he reported to Halleck, informing him at the same time that his
cavalry had driven that of Lee to within a mile of Funkstown, and that he
would next day move cautiously until he had developed. the enemy's force
and position. Halleck, at 9 P. M., sent him a cipher dispatch as follows:

" I think it will be best for you to postpone a general battle till you can concentrate all your
forces and get up your reserves and reenforcements; I will push on the troops as fast as they
arrive. It would be well to have staff-officers at the Monocacy, to <lirect the troops arriving
where to go, and to Ilee that they are properly fitted out. They should join you by foreod
marches. Beware of partial combats. Bring up and hurl upon the enemy all your forces,
good and bad."
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Meade, fully alive to the im
portance of striking Lee before
he could cross the Potomac, dis
regarded this, advanced on the
11th, and on the 12th pushed
forward reconnoissances to feel
the enemy. After a partial ex
amination made by himself and
his chiefs of staff and of engi
neers, which showed that its
flanks could not be turned, and
that the line, so far as seen by
them, presented no vulnerable
points, he determined to make a

demonstration in force
on the next morning,
the 13th, supported by
the whole army, and
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......12to attack if a prospect of suc
cess offered. On assembling
his corps commanders, how
ever, he found their opinion
so adverse that he postponed
it for further examination,
after which he issued the or
der for the next day, the 14th.
On advancing that morning,
it was found that the enemy
had abandoned his line and
crossed the river, partly by
fording, partly by a new
bridge.

A careful survey of the en
emy's intrenched line after it
was abandoned justified the
opinion of the corps com
manders against an attack, as
it showed that an assault would have been disastrous to us. It proved also
that Meade in overriding that opinion did not shrink from a great respon
sibility, notwithstanding his own recent experience at Gettysburg, where all
the enemy's attacks on even partially intrenched lines had failed. If he
erred on this occasion it was on the side of temerity.

But the hopes and expectations excited by the victory of Gettysburg were
as unreasonable as the fears that had preceded it; and great was the disap-
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pointment that followed the" escape" of Lee's army. It was promptly mani
fested, too, and ill a manner which indicates how harshly and unjustly the
Army of the Potomac and its commanders were usually judged and treated;
and what trials the latter had to undergo whilst subjected to the meddling
and hectoring of a distant superior, from which they were not freed until
the general-in-chief accompanied them in the field. On the day following
Lee's withdrawal, before it was possible that all the circumstances could be
known, three dispatches passed between the respective headquarters.

First. Halleck to Meade July 14th (in part):
" I need hardly say to you that the ellCSpe of Lee's army without another battle has created

great dissatisfaction in the mind of the President, and it will require an active and energetic pur
.sait on your part to remove the impression that it has not been sufficiently active heretofore."

Second. Meade to Halleck July 14th:
" Having performed my duty conscientiously and to the best of my ability, the censure of the

President conveyed in your dispatch of 1 P. M. this day, is, in my judgment, so undeserved that I
feel compelled most respectfully to ask tobe immediatelyrelieved from the command of this army."

Third. Halleck to Meade July 14th:
" My telegram stating the disappointment of the President at the escape of Lee's army was

not intended as a censure, but as a stimulus to an active pursuit. It is not deemed a sufficient
eauae for your application to be relieved." *

Whatever the object of these dispatches of General Halleck, they are per
fectly consistent with a determination on the part of the War Department to

*At the end of July the following letters passed
between Halleck and Meade:

"[UIl'ORlCUL.] HBADQUABTBU OJ!' THE ABxY, WASH
DGTOIl'. J'uly 28th. 1883. M.uOB-GEJnI:BAL KE.l.DB. ABxy
OF THB PoroKA.C, WARBBllTOlI, VA. GEIl'BBA.L: I take
thl8 method of writing you a few worda which I coulduot
well commUnicate lu any other way. Your filfht at Get
tysburg met with universal approbation of all mllltary
men here. You handled your troops in that battle 118 welL
if not better, than any geueral has handled his army
4urtng the war. You brought aU your forces into action
at the right time and place, which no commander of the
Army of the Potomac has done before. You may well
be proud of that battle. The President's order or proo
Iamation of July 'th Rhowed how much he appreciated
your su_. And now a few worda in regard to sub
4!6lluent eventA. Yon should not have been surprtsed or
vexed at the President's disappointment at the eseope
~f Lee's anny. He had examlned into all the details of
lIllDd.lug yon reenforcements to uttsfy himl\6lf that
.,very man who could po881bly be llPared from other
place8 had beeu sent to your army. He thonght that
Lee's deteat WII8 80 oertaln that he felt no little impa
tience at hI8 unexpected escape. I have no dOUbt. Gen
eral, that yOll felt the disappolntment as keenly as any
ODe elst<. Iluch thlngs 80metimes occur to ns without any
fau.lt of our own. Take it 1lI1 together, yonr short cam
paign bas proved your superior geDeral8hip, and you
merit, 88 you will receive, the confidence of the Govern
ment and the gratitude of the country. I need not R&

II1I1"t" ;you, General. that I have lost Done ot the confidence
whioh I felt in you when I recommended you for the_00. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HA.LLECK."

"[UIl'ORlCUL.] HBADQUA.BTBIl8, A. P., J'llly 81, 1863.
X.uOa-GII:!nlRAL HALLECK, General·in.(lhtef. My DEAR

GBIl'BRA.L: I thank you most II1ncerely and heartily
for your kind and generous letter of the 28th iust., re
ce1ved last eveninR. It would be wrong to me to deny
that I feared there exl8ted in the minds bot.h of the
President and you1'8elf an idea that I had failed to do
what another would aud could have done in the with
drawalof Lee's anny. The exprell8ion yon have been
pleaaed to nee in a letter, lo...u, a feeling of dl8appoint
ment, is one that I cheerfully accept and readily admit
was 118 keenly felt by myself as anyone. But permit
me, dear General, to call your attention to the distinction
between diAappointment and dl88ati8faction. The one
was a natural feeling in view of the momentous conse
quences that would have resulted from a _-ltd at
tack, but does not nOO6llll&l1ly convey with it any oensure.
I could not view the nse of the latter exprel!ll1on in any
other light than as intending to convey an expresll10n
of opinion on the part of the President, that I had failed
to do what I might and should have done. Now let me
say in the franlml'.ss which characterizes YOllr letter,
that perhaps the Prell1dent was right. If such WIUI the
case, It WBS my duty to give him an opportunity to re
place me by one better fitted for the command ot the
army. It was, I aIIllure you, with such teelings that I
applied to be relieved. It was not trow any pel'8Onal
considerations, tor I have t)1ed In this whole war to
forget all pel'8Onal considerations, and I have alwaya
malntalned they MOllld not for an instant ln1luenoe any
one's action. Of course you will understand that I do
not agree that the Prell1dent WIUI right-and I teel sure
when the true atate of the CBBe comes to be known,
however natural and lP'6&t may be the feeling of dlaap
polntmeut, that no blame will be attached to anyone.
Had I attacked Lee the day I propoeed to do aD, and
in the ignoranoo that then exJated of hI8 position, I
have every l'eB4Ion to belil\ve the attack would have
heen unsucOOl!8fUl and would have reaulteddisll8tronaly.
ThI8 opinion is founded on the Judgment of numerous
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discredit under all circumstances the Army of the Potomac and any com
mander identified with it,-and that was the effect in this case.

The losses of both armies were very large. The revised returns show for
the Army of the Potomac: killed, 3072; wounded, 14,497; missing, 5434,
total, 23,003; and for the Army of Northern Virginia: killed, 2592; wounded,
12~709; missing, 5150,- total, 20,451. But the returns for the latter army
are not complete; some commands are not reported, and in others the regi
mental show larger losses than do the brigade returns from which the fore-
going numbers are compiled. .

As to the comparative strength of the two armies on the field of battle, we
have no satisfactory data. The last Confederate return was for May 31st,
showing "Present for duty, under arms," 59,484, infantry. The morning
report of the Army of the Potomac for June 30th shows" Present for duty,
equipped," 77,208, infantry. Neither return is worth much except as a basis
dlstlngutl<bed olllcel'll, after Inspecting Lee's vacated
works and poIlltlon. Among tbeee ollloel'll I could name
Oencrala Sedgwick, Wright, 81ocum, Hays, 8ykes, and
othel'll.

.. The Idea that Lee had abandoned bla lines early In
the day tbat he withdrew. I have j1OlI\tlve Intelligence
Is not correct, and that not a man was withdl'llown nntll
after dark. I mention th_ facts to remove tbe 1m·
preM10n which newspaper correspondents bave given
tbe public: that It W811 only necellllary to advance to
Becure an easy Victory. I bad jtreat reaponalblUty
tbrown on me: on one aide were the known and 1m
portaDt fruits of Victory, and on the other. tbe equally
Important and terrible consequences of a defeat. I
oonsldered my position at W\lJlamsport very d11rerent
from that at Gettysburg. When I left Frederick It W88

with tbe ftrm determinntlon to attack and ftll'ht Lee
wlthont regard to time or place 811 soon IlII I oonld come
in contact with blm. But, after defeating blm and reo
4u1rln« him to abandon bis lMIbemes of invasion, I did

not tbluk myself ju8tlfted in making a blind attack.
simply to prevent his eecape, and rnnnlDg all tbe ri..1re
attending sucb a venture. Now, 88 I eald before. In
tbls perbaps I erred ID Jndgment, for I take thil< ooouIon
to say 10 you, and tbrougb you to the Pre8ldNlt-tbat
I have no pretensions to any euperior capacity for the
post be bas _llPJed me to - that all I can do Is to ex·
ert my utmost eft'orts and do the beat I enn: but that
the moment tbOlle who have a right toJudge my adionl<
think or feel satisfied either tbat I am wanting. or
that anotber would do better, tbat moment I earnestly
desire to be relieved, not on my own account, but on
account of the country and the MUlIe. Yon mDSt exr.UMl
80 much egotism. but your kiud letter In a measure
rendel'll it neceaeary. I feel, General. Vl'ry proud of
your IlOOd opinion, and aIIlIUl'e yon I sball endeavor in
the future to contluue to merit It. RelIlprocatln« tbl'
kind feelln« you bave expre8lled, J remaID, General.
most truly and ~lly youl'8, 0110110& O. MEADE,
M~or-General." EDITOJIll.
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for guessing; the long marches, followed by the forced ones of July 1-2, of
the Army of the Potomac left thousands of stragglers on the roads. These
totals are of little importance; they would have been of some significance
had the larger army been defeated; but it was not. At the" points of con
tact" the Confederates were almost always the stronger. On July 1st 18,000
Federal combatants contended against at least 25,000 Confederates, and got
the worst of it. On July 2d Longstreet's 15,000 overcame Sickles's 10,000,
and had to halt when a larger force was opposed to them. Williams's Twelfth
Corps retook its works from a larger body of Ewell's troops, for at the con
tested point they were opposed by an inferior number; and then held them,
for J ohn80n'8 superior force was as much hampered here by the nature of the
ground as was Meade's on the left, the evening before. In many respects
the Confederates had the advantage: they had much better ground for their
artillery; they were fresher; they were all veterans; they were better organ
ized; they were commanded by officers who had been selected for their expe
rience and abilities, and in whom they had implicit confidence. These were
enormous advantages, sufficient to counterbalance the difference of numbers,
which, if any existed, was small; and whilst all the Confederate army, except
here and there a brigade, were fought to the utmost. the strongest Federal
corps (the Sixth) was hardly in action, the total loss of its eight brigades being
but two hundred and forty-two killed, wounded, and missing. But the South
erners were subjected here to the disadvantages that the Northerners had to
contend with in Virginia: they were surrounded by enemies, not friends who
supplied them with aid and information; and they were not by choice, but
by necessity, the assailants on the chosen ground of their opponents.

Right gallantly did they act their part, and their failure carried no discredit
with it. Their military honor was not tarnished by their defeat, nor their
spirit lowered, but their respect for their opponents was restored to whltt it
had been before Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.

GENERAL HANCOCK AND THE ARTILLERY AT GETTYSBURG.

t. BY FRANCIS A. WALKER, BREnT BRIGADtER-GENERAL, U. 8. V.

GEURAL HUNT, in his article on II The Third
Day at Gettysburg" [see p. 375], criticises

General Hancock's conduct of his artillery, on the
ground that his directing the Becond Corps bat
teries to continue firing throughout the Confeder
ate cannonade Wall both an encroachment upon his
own (General Hunt's) proper authority, as chief
of artillery of the Army of the Potomac, and an
aet of bad policy. On the latter point he says:

.. Had my Inlltruotlons been followed bere, IWI tbey
wpre by McGilvery, I do not beUeve that Piokett's divi
sion woRld have reached onr hne. We lost not only the
lire of one-third of our gunll, but the retlultinK oroM·
lire, which would have llonbled ita valne."

This, it will be seen, constitutes a very severe
impeaehment. I have had much correspondence
and eonversation with General Hancock on the
nbjeet; and, 68 the heroic leader of the second

.
Corps can no longer reply for himself, I beg leave
to speak on his behalf.

In the first place, two antagonistic theories of
authority are advanced. General Hancock claimed
that he commanded the line of battle along Ceme
tery Ridge. General Hunt, in substance, alleges
that General Hancock commanded the infantry of
that line, and that he himself commanded the artil
lery. Winfield B. Hancock did not read his commis
sion as constituting him a major-general of infan
try, nor did he believe that a line of battle was to be
ordered by military specialists. He knew that by
both law and reason the defense of Cemetery
Ridge was intrusted to him, subject to the actual,
authentic orders of the commander of the Army
of the Potomac, but not subject to the discretion
of one of General Meade's staff-officers. General
Meade could, under the President's order, have
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placed a junior at the head of the Second Corps,
bllt whomsoever he did place over the corps be
came thereby invested with the whole undimin
iBhed sllbBtance, and with all the proper and
ordinary incidents of command.

80 much for the question of authority. On the
question of policy there iB only to be said that a
di1Ierence of opinion appears between two highly
meritorious officers -one, the best artillerist of
the army, the other, one of the best, if not the
best, oommander of troops in the army - as to
what was most expedient in a given emergency.
Unquestionably it would have been a strong point
for us if, other things being equal, the limberchem
of the artillery had been full when Pickett's and
Pettigrew's divisions began their great charge.
But wonld other things have been eqnal' Would
the advantage 80 obtained have compenaated for
the loss of fllQf'al" in the infantry which might
have resnlted from allowing them to be scourged,
at will, by the hostile artillery' Every soldier
knows how trying and often how demoralizing it
iB to endure artillery fire without reply.

Now, on the question thus raised, who was the
better judge, Gilneral Hunt or General Hancoek'
Had Henry J. Hunt taken command of a brigade

of infantry in 1861, had he for nearly t....o years
lived with the infantry, marching with them,
camping among them, commanding them in nu
merous actioDB, keeping close watch of their
temper and spirit, observing their behavior under
varying conditions and trials, I baliI've that by
the 3d of July, 1863, he would have become one
of the most capable and judicious corps com
manders of the army. But in so doing he would
nece88arily have forfeited nearly all of that special
experience which combined with hi.B high intelli
gence and great spirit to make him one of the
best artillerists whom the hiBtory of war has
known. Certainly a service almost wholly in the
artillery could not yield that intimate knowledge
of the temper of troops which should qualify
him, equally with Hancock, to judge what w.
required to keep them in heart and courage under
the Confederate cannonade at Gilttysburg, and to
bring them up to the final struggle, prepared in
spirit to meet the fearful ordeal of Longstreet'.
charge. Hancock had full authority over that
line of battle; he used that authority according
to his own best judgment, and he beat off the
enemy. That is the substance of it.

BOSTON, January l~h, 188'7.

II. REJOINDER BY HENRY J. HUNT, BREVET MA.,TOB-GENERAL, U. 8. A.

GENERAL F. A. WALKER, of General H.ancock's
staff, comments on my expressed belief that, had
my instructions for the cannonade of July 3dbeen
carried out by Captain Hazard, commander of the
artillery of the Second Corps, the Confederate
assault would not have reached our lines, and
considers this "a very severe impeachment" of
General Hancock's conduct of his artl1lery. I
fully appreciate and honor the motive of General
Walker's courteous criticiBm, and his very kind
references to myself, but he writes under misap
prehensions which are widespread and misleading,
and which, IlS they place me in a false position, I
beg leave to explain.

Gilneral Hancock's claim that he commanded
all the troops of every description posted on hiB
part of Cemetery Ridge is perfectly valid. It can
not be diBpn~ed, and I never questioned it; but
all commands must be exercised subject to the
established principles for the government of
armies. Under these, commanders of special
arms issue their own orders direct to their subor
dinates serving with army corps, who must submit
them to the corps commanders with whom they
serve. The latter, being sllpreme on their own
lines, can modify or countermand these orders,
but by doing so they make themselves responsible
for the result. Thus all conflicts or theories as
to authority are avoided. Our" Regulations"
(Bcott's), adopted in 1821, read:

.. The auperlor oftloor of the corpe of engineers, or of
the artfllery, BervtnR' with oue ortbe army ClOrpe . . .
wUl receIve the orders of tbe eommandant thereof. to
whom the saId auperlor oftlcer of euglneel'll or of artU
lery will communIcate any ordel'8 he may receIve from
hie own particular oommandant-In-ilhlef, attached to
lI'Ilneral headquarterll."

Separate paragraphs provided rules for the
military "staff" and administration,-the latter
including the supply departments. " Staff-offi
cers" are forbidden to give orders except in the
names of their generals. From this rule admin
istrative officers are specially exempted, tht"ir
chiefs directing their respective departmente in
their own names, but subject to the control of
the generals under whom they serve.

All these regulations are eBSential to the man
agement of a large army, but are only partly
applicable to a two-company post, the school in
which most of our officers, both of the war office
and of the regiments, were trained. 80 in the
" Regulations" of 1861-3, they were all I'on
densed into one short paragraph:

.. Btalf-<Jftlcel'8 and commanden of artlllery, englnN'1"R.
and ordnance. report to their ImmedIate commandcN
the atate of the euppllCB and whatever concern.. the •
8ervlce under their direction. o.nd reeelve t.helr ordel'8.
and communicate to them the orders they rect'lve from
their superiors In their own corpe."

Closely examined, this is correct, but it is ob
scure and misleading. It lumps together officers
of the staff and of administration as .. staft'
officers," and so connects them with those of the
special ILJ"IIIS as seemingly to confirm the erront'
ous idea that engineer officers are staff-officers.
and of course that artillery officers must be the
same. It is an odd notion, which eould not find
a lod~ent in any other army than our own, tbat
an artillery commandant-in-chief, himself a" corps
commander," IUld provided with a staff of his
own, is "one of the staff-oftlCl'rs" who ru.nB about
a battle-field carrying" the aetnal and anthentic
orders" of the general-in-chief to otlHw eorpa com-
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manden. A" staft-ofllcer" is an ofllcer attached
to the person or headquarters of a general as his
aide or &BBistant.

To illustrate the general principle as to the
service of the special arlDB, I quote from the "In
structions of Frederick the Great" to his artillery.
He was hilDBelf, by the way, an "artillery spe
cialist" of the highest order, yet I have never
heard it troggested that this unfitted him for" or·
dering a line of battle." He was also a disciplin
arian of the sternest school, yet he "almost
preached insubordination" in order to reduce to
a minimum the mischief that meddling with the
artillery by any general, even the general-in
cbief, might occasion. He says:

.. It IIOmetlmee happens that the general In command,
or BOme other general, Ie b1JBeelf forgetful, and orden
the lire to be opened too 800n, withont cone1dertng what
1Djurlone eoneeqllenllell may l'lllI1l1t from It. In euch
.,..., the utUlery omoor wnet certa1D1y obey, but he
8hould ftre B8 8lowly &8 poII81ble, and point the pleoee
with the utmost accuracy, In order that hie shots way
Dot be thrown away."

As to the other question, that of policy, each
general must decide it for himself, and General
Hancock presumably acted according to his best
judgment in the emergency suddenly presented
to him when the cannonade opened. I do not
know biB reasons for countermanding my orders,
and therefore cannot discuss them, even weTe I
disposed to do so. As to the hypothetical case
presented by General Walker, the possible effect
of the enemy's cannonade on the mora16 of our
troopll, and biB question, "Who was the bett.er
judge, General Hunt or General Hancock'" I may
be permitted to reply, that a corps commander
ought to be, so far as his own corps is concerned.
It is, however, one of the necessary duties of an

artillery commander to study the qualities of the
other arms, for these must be considered in or
ganizing and distributing the artillery, and are,
as we see in this very ease, important elements
in determining its service. I had studied the
Army of the Potomac, believed in its high quali
ties, and when, for special reasons, I instructed
our batteries to withhold their fire for a given
period, I knew the severity of the trial to which
I was subjecting all the troops. I knew, also,
that while the batteries would be the direct object
of the enemy's fire, their men must stand idle at
the guns and bear its tull fury, while the infantry,
lying on the reverse slope of the ridge and ont of
the enemy's sight, would be partly sheltered from
it. Yet I felt no misgiving as to the fortitude of
my cannoneers, and no doubt as to that of the in
fantry. I think I was justified by the event, for
the troops on General Hancock's line, where my
instructions were not followed, and those on
General Newton's line (on Hancock's immediate
lett), where they wert! followed, were equal in
"heart and courage" for the "fearful ordeal of
Longstreet's charge." The object of my orders,
however, was to spare them this ordeal altogether
by breaking up the charge before it reached our
lines. Had my orders btlen tully carried out, I
think their whole line would have been-as half
of it was -driven back before reaching our posi.
tion, and this would have given us our only
chance for a successful counter-attack. As it
was, the splendid valor of Pickett's division alone
enabled the Confederates, although defeated, to
p~serve their mora16 intact. Had they been re
pulsedwithout coming into immediate contact with
our infantry, their mora16 would have been seriously
impaired, their sense of superiority humbled.

REPELLING LEE'S LAST BLOW AT GETTYSBURG.

I. BY EDMUND RICE, BREVET LIEUTENANT-COLONEL, U. 8. A.

T im brigades of Harrow, Webb, and Hall, of Gib
bon's division, Hancock's corps, occupied the

e'rt'Rt on Cemetery Ridge ou July 3d. The right
of Hall's and the lett of Webb's brigades were in a
clump of trees, called by the enemy the salient
of our position, and this grove was the focus of the
lDO!It fearful cannonade that preceded Pickett's
charge. One regiment, the 72d Pennsylvania, in
Webb's command, was a little in rear of the left of
itA brigade; two regiments, the 19th MaBBachu
Il8ttB and 42d New York, Colonel A. F. Devereux
commanding, of Hall's bHgade, were in rear of
the right of their brigade.

From the opposite ridge, three-fourths of a mile
away, a line of skirmishers sprang lightly forward
out of the woods, and with intervals well kept
moved rapidly down into the open fields, closely
followed by a line of battle, then by another, and
by yet a third. Both sides watched this never
to-be-forgotten seene,- the grandeur of attack of
so many tho118&nd men. Gibbon's division, which
was to stand the brunt of the aBBault, looked with
admiration on the different lines of Confederates,

marching forward with easy, swinging step,and the
men were heard to exclaim: "Here they come! "
" Here they come!" "Here comes the infantry!"

Boon little puffs of smoke issued from the skir
mish line, as it came dashing forward, firing in reply
to our own skirmishers in the plain below, and
with this faint rattle of musketry the stillness was
broken j never hesitating for an instant, but driv
ing our men before it, or knocking them over by a
biting fire as they rose up to run in, their skirmish
line reached tbe fences of the Emmitsburg road.
This was Pickett's advance, which carried", front
of five hundred yards or more. I was just in rear
of the right of the brigade, standing upon a large
bowlder, in front of my regiment, the 19th MaBB&
chusetts, wbl're, from the configuration of the
ground, I had an excellent view of the advancing
lines, and could see the entire formation of the
attacking column. Pickett's separate brigade
lines lost their formatioD as they swept acl'OllB
the Emmitsbu~ road, carryinR with them their
chain of slrirmishers. They pushed on towlrd the
crest, and merged into one crowding, rushing line,
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o.ltOUND OnB WHICH PICKETT, PElTIORBW, AND TRDlBLE CHAROED. I'ROX A PHOTOGBAPH
TAKEN 8D1CE THE WAB.

On the left of the picture (which 8how8 the view from
the Union 1In08) 18 Been the clump of tree8 which Wall
the point of dJrection for P1ckett'8 men: al80 the monu
ment of Webb'8 brigade of Olbbon'8 dlvl8lon (8ec.ond

many ranks deep. As they crossed the road,
Webb's infantry, on the right of the trees, com
menced an irregular, hesitating tire, gradnally in
creasing to a rapid 1lle firing, while the shrapnel
and canister from the batteries tore gaps through
those splendid Virginia battalions.

The men of our brigade, with their mUllkets at
the ready, lay in waiting. One could plainly hear
the orders of the officers as they commanded,
" Steady, men, steady I Don't fire I" and not a shot
was fired at the advancing hostile line, now get
ting closer every moment. The heavy 1lle firing
on the right in Webb's brigade continued,

By an undulation of the surface of the ground to
the left of the trees, the rapid advance of the dense
line of Confederates was for a moment lost to

. view; an instant after they seemed to rise out of
the earth, and so near that the expression on their
faces was distinctly seen. Now our men knew
that the time had come, and could wait no longer.
Aiming low, they opened a deadly concentrated
discharge npon the moving mass in their front.
Nothing human could Iltand it. Staggered by the
storm of lead, the charging line hesitated, answered
with some wild firing which soon increased to a
crashing roll of musketry, running down the whole
length of their front, and then all that portion of
Pickett's division which came within the zone of
this terrible close musketry tire ap»('ared to melt
and drift away in the powder-smoke of both sides.
At this juncture some one behind me gave the
quick, impatient order: "Forward, men I Forward!
Now is your chance!"

I turned and saw that it was General Hancock,
who was pa88ing the left of the regiment. He
checked his horse and pointed toward the clump
of trees to our right and front. I construed this
into an order for both relliments - the 19th
Massachusetts and the 42d New York-to run for
the trees, to prevent the enemy from breaking

COrp8), near which General Alexander 8. Webb "'..
wounded. General Arml8tead,of Plckett'8d1v18lon, waa
killed In the mIddle foreground of the picture; CodOrl'8
h0U8818 8eenon the rl«ht [_ al80 map, p.3Ul,-E»ITOB~

through. 'rhe men on the left of our regiment
heard my command, and were up and on the run
forward before the 42d New York, which did not
hear Hancock's order until Colonel Devereux rE"
peated it to Colonel Mallon, had a chance to risE".
The line formation of the two regiments was par
tially broken, and the left of the 19th was brought
forward, as though it had executed a right half
wheel. All the men who were now on their fE"et
could S08, to the right and front, Webb's wounded
men with a few stragglers and several limbers
leaving the line, as the battle-fiags of Pickett's
division were carried over it. With a cbeer the
two regiments left their position in rear of
Hall's right, and made an impetuous dash, raeing
diagonally forward for the clump of trees. Many
of Webb's men were still lying down in their
places in ranks, and firing at those who followed
Pickett's advance, which, in the meantime, bad
passed over them, This l'ould be determined by
the pufts of smoke issning from their mllSkE"tl'.
as the tirst few men in gray sprang past them
toward the cannon, only a few yards away. Bnt
for a few moments only could such a tire eontinue,
for Piekett's disorganized mass rolled over, beat
down, and smothered it,

One battle-fiag aft~ranother,supported by Pick
l'!tt's infantry, appeared along the edge of the tret'll,
until the wbole aopse .seemed literally crammed
with men. As the 19th and 42d paBBed along the
brigade line, on OUT left, we could see the ml'1I
prone in their places, UDshaken, and firing stead
ily to their front, beating back the enemy. I saw
one leader try several times to jump his boJ't'(\
over our line. He was shot by some of the men
neal'me.

The two regiments, in a disorganized state, weJ'tf
DOW almost at right angles with the remainder ot
the brigade,-the left of tbe 19th Maseachusetts
being but a few yards distant,-and the ofliceftl
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and men wel'e falling fast from the enfilading fiioe
of the hostile line in front, and from the direct fire
of those who were crowded in among the tl'ees.
The advance of the two l'egiments became so
thinned that for a moment thel'e was a pause.
Captain Farrell, of the 1st Minnesota, with his
company, came in on my left. As we greeted each
other he l'eceived his death-wound, and fell in
front of his men, who now began firing. As I
looked back I could see our men,' intermixed with
those who were driven out of the clump of trees
a few moments befol'e, coming rapidly forward,
firing, some trying to shoot through the iutervals
and past those who were in front.

The gap in the line seemed to widen, for the
enemy in front, being once more uriven by a ter
rible musketry in their very faces, left to join
those who had effected an entrance through
Webb's line.

The men uow llll1fered from the enfilading fire
of the enemy who were in the copse. Seeing no
longer an enemy in front. and annoyed by this gall
ing fire from the flank, the 7th Michigan and 69th
New York, followed directly by the 20th Massa
chusetts and the regiments of Harrow's brigade,
left their line, faced to the right, and in gronps,
without l'egimental or other organization, joined
in the n1Ilh with those already at the edge of the
clomp of trees, all cheering and yelling, "Hurrah I
for the white tl'efoill" "Clubs are trumps I"
II Forward the white trefoil I " [The badge of
Gibbon's division-the Second, of the Second
Corps-was a white trefoil.-EDITORS.]

This was oue of those periods in action which are
me8lJ1D'&ble by seconds. The men near seemed to
fire very slowly. Those in rear, thongh coming up
at a run, seemed to drag their feet. Many were
tiring through the intervals of those in front, in
their eagerness to injure the euemy. This manner
of firing, although efficacious, sometimes tells on

friend instead of foe. A sergeant at my side re
ceived a ball in the back of his neck by this fire.
All the time the crush toward the enemy in the
copse was becoming greater. The men in gray
were doing all that was possible to keep off the
mixed bodies of men who were moving upon them
swiftly and without hesitstion, keeping up so elose
and continuous a fire that at last its effects became
terrible. I could feel the touch of the men to my
right and left, as we neared the edge of the copse.
The grove was fairly jammed with Pickett's men,
in all positions, lying and kneeling. Back from
the edge were many standing and firing over those
in front. By the side of several who were firing,
lying down or kneeling, were others with their
hands up, in token of surrender. In particular
I noticed two men, not a musket-length away,
one aiming so that I could look into his musket
barrel; the other, lying on his back, coolly ram
ming home a cartridge. A little farther on was
one on his knees waving something white in both
hands. Every foot of ground was occupied by
men engaged in mortal combat, who were in every
po88ible position which can be taken while under
arms, or lying wounded or dead.

A Confederate battery, near the Peach Orchard,
commenced firing, probably at the sight of Har
row's men leaving their line and closing to the
right upon Pickett's column. A cannon-shot tore
a horrible pasBBge through the dense crowd of
men in blue, who were gathering outside the trees;
instantly auother shot followed, and fairly cut a
road through the mass. My thoughts were now to
bring the men forward; it was but a few steps to
the front, where they could at once extinguish
that destructive musketry and be out of the line
of the deadly artillery fire. Voices were lost in
the uproar; 10 I turned partly toward them, raised
my sword to attract their attention, and mo
tioned to advance. They surged forward, and just
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then, as I was stepping backward with my face
to the men, urging them on, I felt a sharp blow
as a shot struck me, then another j I whirled
round, my sword torn from my hand by a bullet
or shell splinter. My visor saved my face, but
the shock stunned me. As I went down our

milD rushed forward past me, capturing battle
l1ags and making prisoners.

Pickett's division lost nearly six-sevenths of its
ofllcers and men. Gibbon's division, with its leadf'r
wounded, and with a 1088 of half its strength, still
held the crest.

II. FROM: THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF NORKAN J. HALL, COLONEL, U. 8. v.

"THE object [of the heavy cannonading] was
evidently to destroy our batteries and drive the
infantry from the slight crest which marked the
line of battle, while the concentration of fire upon
the hil1 occupied by the Second [Webb's] and the
right of the Third [Hall's] brigades indicated where
the real attack was to be made. The experience
of the terrible grandeur of that rain of missiles
and that chaos of strange and terror-spreading
sounds, unexampled, perhaps, iu history, must
ever remain undescribed, but can never be for
gotten by those who survived it. I cannot suft'er
this opportunity to pass without paying just trib
ute to the noble aervice of the ofllcers and men of
the batteries that were served within my sight.
Never before during this war were BO many bat
teries subjected to so terrible a test. Horses, men,
and carriages were piled together, but the fire
scarcely slackened for an instant so long as the
guns were standing. Lieutenant [A. H.] Cushing,
of Battery A, 4th U. S. Artillery, challenged the
admiration of all who saw him.* Three of his
limbers were blown up and changed with the cais
BOn limbers under l1re. Several wheels were shot
off his guns and replaced, till at last, severely
wounded himaelf, his oflloers all killed or wounded,
and with but cannoneers enough to man a section,
he pushed his gun to the fence in front, and was
killed while aerving his last canister into the ranks
of the advancing enemy. Knowing that the enemy's
infantry would attack BOOn, I sent Lieutenant
[William R.] Driver, acting assistant adjutant
general, to the Artillery Reserve for batteries,
with orders to conduct them to the crest, if they
were granted, with all p088ible speed. He arrived
with one, which, though too late for service in 801'

resting the advauce of the enemy, yet had the
opportunity to do him much damage.

"At 3 o'clock exactly the fire of the enemy
slackened, and his first line of battle advanced
from the woods in front in beautiful ordel'. About
one hundred yards in rear came a second line, and
opposite the main point of attack was what ap
peared to be a column of battalions. . • . The
perlect order and steady but rapid advance of the
enemy called forth praise from our troops, but
gave their line an appea1'BDce of being fearlully
irresistible. My line was single, the only supporl
(the 72d Penusylvania Volunteers) having been
cal1ed away by Genel'al Webb before the action
had fairly commenced. There was a disposition
in the men to resel've their fire for close qua1'ters,
but when I obse1'Ved the movement the enemy was
endeavoring to execute, I caused the 7th Michi-

gan and 20th Massachusetts Volunteers to open
fire at about two hundred yards. The deadly
aim of the former regiment was attested by the
line of slain within its range. This had a great
effect upon the result, for it caused the enemy to
move rapidly at one point, and consequently to
crowd in front. Being occasioned at the point
where his column was forming, he did not recover
from this disorder. The remainder of our line roe
se1'Ved its fire until one hundred yards, some regi
ments waiting even until but fiftypacesinte1'Vened
between them and the enemy.

" There was but a moment of doubtful contest in
front of the position of this brigade. The enemy
halted to deliver his fire, wavered, and l1ed, while
the line of the fallen perlectly marked the limit of
his advance. The troops were pouring into the
ranks of the fleeing enemy that rapid and accurate
fire, the delivery of which victorions lines alw8)'ll
BO much enjoy, when I saw that a portion of the
line of General Webb on my right had given way,
and many meu were making to the rear 811 fut as
pOBBible, while the enemy was pouring over the
rails [surmounting a low stone wall.-EDITORS]
that had been a slight cover for the troops.

"Having gained this apparent advantli8e, the
enemy seemed to turn again and reengage my
whole line. Going to the left, I found two regi
ments that could be spared from some command
there, and endeavored to move them by the right
flank to the break j but, coming under a warm fire,
they crowded to the slight cover of the rail fence,
mixing with the troops already there. Finding it
impossible to draw them out and re-form, and
seeing no unengaged troops within reach, I 11'&8

forced to order my own brigade back from the
line, and move it by the flank under a heavy fire.
The enemy was rapidly gaining a foothold; or
ganization was mostly lost; in the confusion
commands were useleBB, while a disposition on
the parl of the men to fall back a pace or two each
time to load gave the line a retiring direction.
With the ofllcers of my staff and a few others,
who seemed to comprehend what was required,
the head of the line, still slowly moving by the
flank, was crowded closer to the enemy, and the
men obliged to load in their places. I did not SPl'

any man of my command who appeo.red dispol.'ed
to run away, but the confusion first caused by
the two regiments above spoken of so destl'o:rpd
the formation in two ranks that iu some pla~e8

the line WBS sevel'al files deep. . . . During
!.his time the 15th Massachusetts Volunu-ers, 1st
Minnesota, and 19th Maine Volunteers from the-

*CuBhing WDII a brother ot Lieutenant W. B. Ctulhing, tamoM tor h1B dlllltruotton of the Coufedel'8te
ram A~_rk.-EnrroBB.
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First Brigade [HlU'l'Ow's) of this division had
joined the line, and are entitled to a full share in
the credit of the final repulse.

.. The line remained in this way for about ten
minutell. rather giving way than advancing, when,
by a simultaneous ellort on the part of all the
officers I could instruct, aided by the general ad
vance of many of the colors, the line closed with
the enemy, and after a few minutes of desperate,
often hand-to-hand fighting, the crowd-for such

had beoome that part of the enemy's column that
had passed the fence - threw down their arms and
were taken prisoners of war, while the remainder
broke and fled in great disorder. The Second
Brigade had again joined the right of my line,
which now occupied the position originally held
by that command. Generals Garnett and Armis
tead [of Pickett's Division] were picked up near
this point, together with many colonels and offi
cers of other grades."

III. PROM THE REPORT OF ALII:XANnER S. WEBB, BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. A.

"ABOUT 1 P. M. the enemy opened with more
than twenty batteries upon our line; by 2: 45
o'clock had silenced the Rhode Island battery and
all the guns but one of Cll8hing's battery, and had
plainly shown by his concentration of fire on this
and the Third Brigade that an important assault
was to be expected. I had sent, at 2 P. M., Cap
tain Banes, assistant adjutant-general of the bri
gade. for two batteries to replace Cushing's and
Brown's. Jll8t before the as88ult, Captain Wheel
er's [Cowan's) battery, First New York Artillery
[First New York Independent Battery], had gotten
in position on the left, in the place occupied by
the Rhode Island battery, which had retired with
a 1088 of all its officers but one.

"At 3 o'clock the enemy's line of battle left the
Woodll in our front, moved in perfect order &Cross
the Emmitsburg road, formed in the hollow in our
immediate front Beveral lines of battle, under a
fil't' of spherical case from Wheeler's [Cowan's)
battery and Cushing'1I gun, and advanced for the
all8&ult. The 71st Pennsylvania Volunteers were
advanced to the wall on the right of the 69th
Pennsylvania Volunteers. Three of Cushing's
guns were run down to the fence, carrying with
them their canister. The 72d Pennsylvania Vol
unteers were held. in reserve under the crest of
the hill. The enemy advanced steadily to the
fence, driving ont a portion of the 718t Pennsyl
vania Volnnteers. General Armistead pASsed over
the fence with probably over one hundred of his
eommand, and with several battle-fiags. The 72d
Pennsylvania Volunteers were ordered up to hold
the crest, and advanced to within forty paces of
the enemy's line. Colonel R. P. Smith, command
ing the 718t Pennsylvania Volunteers, threw two

companies of his command behind the stone wall
on the right of Cushing's battery, fifty paces re
tired from the point of attack. This disposition
of his troops was most important. Colonel Smith
showed true military intelligence on the field.
The 69th Pennsylvania Volunteel'8 and most of
the 71st Pennsylvania Volunteers, even after the
enemy were in their rear, held their position. The
72d Pennsylvania Volunteel'8 fought steadily and
persistently, but the enemy would probably have
succeeded in piercing our lines had not Colonel
Hall advanced with several of his regiments to
my support. Defeated, routed, the enemy fled in
disorder. General Armistead was left, mortally
wounded, within my lines, and forty-two of the
enemy who crossed the fence lay dead.

"This [Webb's] brigade captured nearly 1000
prisoners, 6 battle-flags (4 have been turned in),
and picked up 1400 stand of arms and 903 sets
of accouterments. • . . The conduct of this
brigade was most satisfactory; officers and men
did their whole duty. The 69th Pennsylvania
Volunteers lost all its field-officers, but held its
ground; the cover in its front was not well built,
and it lost many men lying on the ground; still,
I saw none retire from the fence. A portion of
the 106th Pennsylvania Volunteers, left behind
the previous evening under Captain Ford, took
part in repelling the assault. I lost gallant officera
and men; they need no tribute from me; a nom
ina1list has been sent in. • . . Lieutenant A.
H. Cushing, 4th United States Artillery, fell,
mortally wounded, at the fence by the side of his
guns. Cool, brave, competent, he fought for an
hour and a half after he had reported to me that
he was wounded in both thighs."

IV. BY L. E. BICKNELL, L1EUTll:NANT, 1ST IlASS. SHARP-SHOOTERS.

{;PON the excUl'8ion of Massachusetts veterans fered so in front of and in the grove, lay along
to Gettysburg, I found a mOllument in Ziegler's the remnants of a stone wall in our rear, and
Grove to the 88th Pennsylvania Volunteers. It during the heavy cannonading which preceded the
marks the spot where our infantry were being many others sought the seeming shelterof tbegrove.
rapidly ent down by the enemy's sharp-shooters in Jll8t before the grand charge, at the request
tht>ir front on tbe morning of the 3d of July, the of General Alexander Hays, who commanded the
third day's fight. In fact, when, with twenty of Third Division, Second Corps, I gathered lip all
thP 1st Company of Massachusetts sharp-llhootel'8, these men who lay in the grove, and General Hays
I entered the grove, our infantry were virtually formed them in line to the right of the Bryan
driven from it. We held the grove, to the right and House, which is the first house to the left of the
left of the monument, until the heavy cannonading monument on the line of battle as you go toward
eheeked the sharp-8hooting. A shattered remnant Round Top. At the time of the battle the grove
of some regiment, perhaps the one which had suf- extended to this house. I took position, with the
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remnant of my squad of sharp-shootel'll, on the
right of this line.

While the enemy were advancing to the Em
mitsburg road, General Hays drilled the line in
the manual of arms, allowed them to fire left
oblique while the enemy were closing with our
line to the left of the Bryan House, and then
swung them down by a left wheel to the lane
which then ran from the Bryan House to the
Emmitsburg road, across which lane they then
fired. The moment chosen for the left wheel or
flanking movement was just as the last division
of the charging column was crossing the Em
mitsburg road, moving direct for Ziegler's Grove.
As the entire front of the Second Corps to the left
of the Bryan House was already covered, and in
many places penetrated, this fresh division would
probably have forced our line back and gained
the shelter of Ziegler's Grove had it not been sub
jected to our flank fire, which destroyed its forma
tion and sent its shattered and disordered masses
along the other side of the lane and in front of the
Third Division of the Second Corps.

I finally drew back our line a little from the
fence to prevent our rear being gained by the
enemy moving north on the Emmitsburg road,
and also to uncover a gun (or two guns, I forget
which) that had, during the melee, been got in
position at the head of the lane near the Bryan
House. As the enemy crowded forward into the
lane, the fire of these guns ended the contest.

The "clump of trees" upon Bachelder's chart
is near the point where Stannard struck the right
flank. Zieglel~sGrove, farther north, is the clump
of trees where I was, and to which I refer, and to
which General Longstreet refel'll in his letter to
me mentioned further on. It is the blow upon the
left flank, and not upon the right flank, to which
we all refer.

That there might not be any mistake I sent Gen
eral Longstreet a chart of the battle-field furnished
me by the Gettysburg Battle-Field Memorial Asso
ciation, on which I marked the lane running down
from Ziegler's Grove to the Emmitsburg road.

I have not yet leamed what regiments, or frag-

~ General FrankUn Bawyer, Lieutenant-Colonel of
the 8tb Ohio Volunteen.lu tbe history of tbe reldment,
gtVell tbe following dllllcrlpUon of Pettigrew'B column
1n tbe aBlI&ult:

"They moved op Bplendldly, lIeployinglnto oolumn .... tbey
erossM tbe 10011', sloplnjf Interval between tJ,e Beron.1 Corps
anfl their b.....,. At tint It looked Il8lf their line of march
woohl sweep onr p081t1on. IJUt as they atlvanced theIr dl"",·
tlon lay onoslderably to oltr left; IJUt soon a strong line, with
lIall8. ,11"",t.,d Its march ImmMlBt"'~v upon DB. • • • Wo
ehsnjf"'l our froot, and, toklng position by a fence, faelnlli
the lelt lIank olthe IIIlvanclnlli colomo 01 rebel", themen .....re
order"" tollre loto their lIank at wtll. Ha,ulya musket had
been IIred at this time. The front of tbe colomo was oearly
UI' the slope, aod ..Ithlo a lew yards of the line of the 8flCond
Co",.' front and Its batterle., wbeo suddenly a terrillo lire
from ev..ry available gnn from the Cemetery to Ito"nd Top
Monnlllin b,,",t npon them. The dl8tlnct. gt'aeefulllDea of
the ..,bela un,lerweot an Instantaneons tranllformatlon.
Tbey were at onoe envelol"'" 10 a denae alond of amolte and
dost. Arms, h_la. blanketll, I{UDs. a011 knapucks were
&.brown and toued Into tbe clear air. Their track, .. they

ments of regiments, composed the line BWUDg
down, but they were strangers to me and I have
just learned that the 39th, 111 th, 126th, a.nd
126th New-York were added to the Third Divi
sion, Second Corps, 071 the march to Gett!lsbvrg. I
left the army after the battle, and 60 had no op
portunity to learn afterward.

With regard to the blow struck on Pettigrew's
left by the 8th Ohio Regiment, the Ohio men say
that they lay lIJest of the Emmitsburg road. If 80,

they must have been north and in front of the
right of Ziegler's Grove, as we faced. ~

After we had swung down on the left ilank to
the lane we were struck by A. P. Hill's men, who
faced Ziegler's Grove upon our right and rear so
forcibly that I had given the order to .. Left wht'el
backwards, firing," and the order was being exe
cuted when Hill's men abandoned our rear. It is
my strong impression that the Ohio regiment
pitched into Hill's men, who were pitching into
our ilank and rear. I remember distinctly that
our artillerists at our right, seeing our imminent
danger, poured in the grape and canist~rupon our
rear assailants in & lively manner.

General Longstreet writes to me from Atlanta,
Georgia, January 4th, 1884:

"The move of wblob yon 8peak I remember qutt.,
well, and my Impl'e8lllon 18 that It was made aplD8t
Plokett'8 men.

"At Its tint appearance I 8ent orden for a coUDter
move. I tblnk tbe order WIWI IIBnt by Colon..l Osman
Latrobe, now of Baltimore. Colonel Latrobe caD prob
ably IJIve ;rOil more dellnlte 1nformatlon of the trooPll
;rou may bave Btruok.

"At tbe 1ll'IIt appearanoe of tbe troopB 1n tb1lI movt' I
recognized It IWI one tbat would brenk up my &Maulr,
bllt I looked on tbe movements of the Tblrd Corpll-A.
P. WIl'8-R8 oertatn to break tbe 1ntended bnk mo.....

"Boon after the IIank movemt'Dt WM d1Belo~. a II<"
vera tire from artillery, etc., oom1ng In 8C!'088 our Unt'
from tbe rIght M we advIWced, burt our aupporttn,r
columns badly.
"If you 8truck their left ;rou may elatm to haTt' Pllt

1n very heavy blow8 Ilt tbe crlUcal mom..nt, for tht'
breaking up of the 8UPportlnlli fo!'Cl:' broke up the attacli:
or hope of sueoeu from It. We conld not look for anr
tb1ng from Pickett except to break your Une. The
enpportll were to lMlClDre tbe frutts of that break."

advanced. W88 atrewn wtth d..." anll wounded. A moaB
weot "p from the f1elll, dlstloctly to be heard aml.llhe .""no
of battle; but. on they went, too moeb envolope.1 In an,ok..
and dnst DOW to permit na todlstlngnlsh their linN or mon'·
menta. for the m...... appeared more like a clond of mo"lnot
amolte and duet tllan a column of troopa. Stili It ..h1.nc...t
am\ll the oow deafening roar of Rrtlllrry all.1 stonn of balllr.
Bud,lenly the eoillmn Ifave way. the "loplnE 1an,1"".p.. ap
pea.....1co...rt",1 all at onC<! with the a"atle"",land ntreallnlr
foo. A wltherinK sheet of mlllllllM awept aftl"r them. aud
they w.re torn and to_I an,1 proatrat"" as they 11UI. It
.eOlned &8 If not ooe woold eeeape. Of tbe monnted Om(~'n

who rode ao grantlly In t·he advance, Dol oue w... to "'" "...,n
on the lIehl: nil had lIione llown. The 8rb [Ohlo)ll<lvan("f'd
andclltoll'tbreeregimeotll, ... 88 they pUAl"d "'" tatlo",
tl.e1r colo.... aud capturing many prillOnel1L The culn.... rap
tur",1 ..ere thoae of tbe 34tl, North Carollu.. 38th Vlrlllol..
[I",tb token by 8erlfeaut Mlllor. Co. C), and olle that ....~ talt~n

from tbe captor, Private James Rlchmon.t, Co. F. by a ol"fr·
omo..r, the Dumher of the relf\me1lt not belnjf rem..mb...·...I.
The battle W88 now over. Tb" lIeld W88 .......ered with th"
alaln an" wotlndflfl. and ~v6rywh~re we", t.Q be IfI,Hln ...·hilft
balUlkerehlefa held up asking for quarter." EntTOIIS.
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ON the eve of the battle of Gettysburg Captain
Elon J. FaJ'Jl8worth, of the 8th Illinois Cav

&1ry, an aide on General Pleasonton's staff, was
promoted for gallantry to be brigadier-general
and given command of a brigade in Kilpatrick's
division, consisting of the 5th New York, 18th
Pennsylvania, 1st Vermont, and 1st West Virginia
regimentAl.

On the evening of the 2d of July we were on
Meade's right wing, and by noon of the tbird day
of the battle we went into pOllition on his left
wing, near tbe enemy's artillery line, on tbe BOutb
end of Seminary Ridge. When tbe cannonading
which preceded Pickett's cbarge opened, General
Farnsworth rode to the position marked "A"
upon the map [po 394], and I think Kilpatrick
joined him. A long skirmisb line of the enemy
was at that moment moving toward us. I was
commanded to take one squadron, charge as for
agers, ride to cover of the stone bouse (Bushman's),
and wait for orders. At our approach tbe enemy's
slrirmish line fell back. We rode to the house
with the loss of two men. Captain Stone was sent
with a squadron to my support. We remained
BOme time at the Bushman house, near the enemy's
batteries, and returned under fire witbout 1088.

At 5 o'clock that afternoon we went into posi
tion, and were resting bebind a battery on the
low, wooded hill at tbe left of Round Top, and
sepMated from it by a narrow valley. The ene
my's picket line confronted our own near tbe
base of the hill, but there was no firing. There
was an oppressive stillness aft.er tbe day's excite
ment. I rode out to tbe brow of the bill and had
an excellent view of the field. Directly in front
of us opened tbe valley toward Gettysburg, with
its wbeat-fields; at the right, and less than half
a mile distant, rose Round Top; in the inter
vening valley lay the Blydcr farm, with low, cross
fenceR. Projecting from Round Top was a hill,
perhape oae hundred feet high, on the top of
wbich was a field snrrounded by higb stone
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walls. The slopes of this hill were eovered with
immense granite bowlders; a road or lane ex
tended from the Emmitsburg pike to its base,
and then turned to the left toward Devil's Den.
Beyond this road ran a high rail fence, the only
openings being at the right and left of the walled
field on the hill. Above this, and along the rocky
and wooded slopes of Round Top, Law's brigade
was firmly intrenched, and pressing him in front
and on the right was the Union army. Toward
the openings described, the charge that was after
ward made was directed. While I was looking
out upon tbe field General Kilpatrick rode near,
showing great impatience and eagerness for orders,
and an orderly dashed by shouting, .. We turned
the charge; nine acres of prisoners I "

From this point the position of the troops on
the Confederate right appeared to be full of peril.
Law's brigade had held an almost untenable but
essential position through two bard-fought days,
while their batteries and support, nearly a mile
in the rear, were at that moment turned upon
Merritt's advancing squadrons. The gates to the
valley behind Round Top, toward which Long
street's eye turned so eagerly, were held by them,
and the valley in the rear was protected by a
single Texas regiment and a weak skirmish line.
Kilpatrick had been given large discretion by
General Pleasonton when he had been sent in the
moming against Lee's ril{ht, with Merritt's and
Farnsworth's brigadell, (Custer had been detached
and sent to General Gregg.) Kilpatrick's orders
were to press the enemy, to threaten him at every
point, and to strike at. the first opportunity, with
an emphatic intimation that the best battle news
could be brought by the wind. His opport,unity
had now come. If he could bring on a battle,
drive back the Texas regiment, and break the lines
on the mountain, Meade's infantry on Round Top
would surely drive them into tbe valley, and tben
the five thousand cavalry in reserve could strike
the decisive blow.

Digitized by GoogIe
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The 1st West Virginia was selected to attack the
Texas regiment. The Third Battalion of the 1st
Vermont was thrown out as skirmishers; the First
and Second battalions were held for the charge
on the mountain. The 1st West Virginia charged
at our.Jeft and front down the open valley, nearly
in the direction but toward the right of the
Bushman house, upon the 1st Texas regiment,
which was in line behind a rail fence that had
been staked and bound with withes. A thin line
shot forward and attempted to throw the rails,
tugging at the stakes, cutting with their sabers,
and falling in the vain effort. The regiment came
on in magnificent style, received a deadly volley,
before which it recoiled, rallied, charged the sec
ond time, and fell back with great loss.

I was near Kilpatrick-when he impetuously gave
the order to Farnsworth to make the last charge.
Farnsworth spoke with emotion: "General, do
you mean it' Shall I throw my handful of men
over rough ground, through timber, against a bri
gade of infantry' The 1st Vermont has already
been fought half to pieces; these are too good
men to kill." Kilpatrick said: "Do you refuse to
obey my orders' If you are afraid to lead this
charge, I will lead it." Farnsworth rose in his
stirrups - he looked magnificent in his passion
and cried, "Take that back I" Kilpatrick returned
his defiance, but, soon repenting, said, "I did not
mean it; forget it." For a moment there was
silence, when Farnsworth spoke calmly, "General,

if you order the charge, I will lead it, but you
must take the responsibility." I did not. ht'ar th~

low conversation that followl'd, but &8 Fal"DJiwonh
turned away he said, "I will obey your ord"r.~

Kilpatrick said earnestly, .. I take the re"poD
sibility."

I recall the two young generals at that momt'nt in
the shadow of the oaks and against the sunlight 
Kilpatrick with his fine features, his blonde bt'ard,
his soft hat turned up jauntily, and his fsee lighu-d
with the joy that always came into it when the
charge was sounded; Farnsworth, t&1l, slight,
stem, and pale, but rising with conscious strellj;th
and consecration. Kilpatrick W&8 eager for the
fray. He believed that cavalry could" fight any
where except at sea." He was jU8tified by his
orders and by resu~ts, and he was brave enongh
to withdraw the hot imputation, eveu in the pn>t1
ence of a regiment. Farnsworth W88 courage in
carnate, but full of tender regard for his men, and
his protest was manly and soldierly.

The direction of our guns was changed; new
guns were brought into position. A shell shrieked
down the line of my front c.ompany a few fl"l't

above their heads, covering them with lean's and
branches. We rode out in columDS of fours with
drawn sabers. General Farnsworth, after giving
the order to me, took his place at the head of the
Second Battalion. In this action I commanded
the First Battalion and Major Wells commandt'd
the Second. Captain Cushman and Lieutenant

JIA1' OF FARNSWORTH'S CHARGE. FROM A SKETCH )lAP BY CAPTAIN H. C. PARSON&.

NOTE.-The reader Is referred to the map 011 p~e 3U for the tull posltton of KUpatrick's Cavalry clh-aJon.
and Merritt's brigade of Buford'l! dlvtsJon,-EDITOll/l.
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in a part at this line as prisoners, and one rode
through into the Union lines. Farnsworth's horse
had fallen; a trooper sprang from the saddle, gave
the general his horse, and escaped on foot. Cap
tain Cushman and a few others, with Farnsworth,
turned back and rode at full gallop toward the
point of entering. My First Squadron was again
ordered forward. The enemy's sharp-shooters
appeared in the rocks above ns and opened fire.

Watson rode with me; General Farnsworth and
Adjutant-General Estes rode with Major Wells.

As the FirlIt Battalion rode through the line of
our dismounted skirmishers, who were falling
back, they cried to us to halt. As we passed out
from the cover of the woods the 1st West Vir
ginia was retiring in disorder on our left. A
frantic horse with one leg torn off by a cannon
ball rushed toward us as if for protection. We
rode through the enemy's skirmish line across the
fields, over the low fences, past the Slyder house,
and down the road. The sun was blinding; Cap
tain Cushman shaded his eyes with his hand
and cried, "An ambuscade I" We were imme
diately upou the enemy, within thirty paces, and
the deadly volley, which is referred to in the
Confederate report.8, was fired, but it passed over
our heads; although they report that half our
saddles were emptied, not a man was shot, yet
the fire was the close and concentrated volley of
a regiment. Captain (afterward Colonel) Jones,
who commanded on the right of the 4th Alabama,
says: .. I was ordered to face about to resist cav
airy; we marched rapidly to the rear over the
rocks, and the Vermonters were npon us before we
eould form. They were within a few paces when
we gave the order to fire. • • . The whole regi
ment fired, but when the smoke cleared I only
I!8W one horse fall. A private at my left said,
'Captain, I shot that black.' I said, 'Why
didn't you shoot his riderf' He replied, 'Oh,
we'll get him anyhow; but I'm a hunter, and for
three years I haven't looked at a deer's eye - I
couldn't stand it.'''

Taken by surprise, they had shot over us; the
next, a random volley, was effective. With the We rode obliquely up the hill in the direction of
head of the column we cleared the wall at the Wells, then wheeling to the left, between the
right and formed under cover of the hill. The picket line and the wall. As we turned, Corporal
rear companies fell back and formed behind a cross Sperry fell at my side. Part of my men turned
fence and in the edge of timber. In the mean- back with prisoners. The head of the column
time the most important movement of the day was leapt the wall into the open field. Farnsworth,
being made. The Second Battalion, under Major seeing our horsemen, raised his saber and charged
Wells,-a young officer who bore a charmed life as if with an army; at almost the same moment
and was destined to pass through many daring his followers, and what remained of the First Bat
encounters to the rank of brigadier-general,- talion, cut their way through the 15th Alabama,
moved ant in splendid form to the left of the which was wheeling into position at a run and
First Battalion and swept in a graat circle to the offered little resistance. We charged in the same
right, around the front of the hill and across our general direction, but on opposite sides of the wall
track; then, guiding to the left across the valley that runs parallel with the Round Top range, and
and up the side of the low hill at the base of Round withiu two hundred paces of each other. Sergeant
Top, they charged along the wall, and between it Duncan, a black-eyed, red-cheeked boy, splendidly
and the mountain, directly in the rear of several mounted, standing in his stirrups, flew past mt' with
Coufederate regiments in position and between his saber raised, 'shouted, "I'm with you!" threw
them and the 4thAlabama. It was a swift, resist- up his left arm, and fell. My horse recoiled over
leM charge over rocks, through timber, under close his dead body, my men swept past, and I was for a
enfilading fire. Colonel A. W. Preston had taken moment alone on the field. The enemy ran up
my ~ond Squadron and rode with part of the crying" Surrender!" as if they did not want to
Third Battaliou in support. J The direction was shoot me, but as I raised my saber a gun was
toward Devil's Den. At the foot of the declivity planted against my breast and fired; my horse
the column turned left and passed a battery, receiv- WIlS strnck at the same moment and broke fran
ing the fire of its support, then divided into three tically through the men, over the wall, and down
parties. One swept across the open field and the hill. Corporal Waller overtook me from the
upou the rear of the Texas skirmish line, carrying left, and, riding close, 9upported me on my horse.

I Of b1a own charge Colonel Preston says: .. I moved to the support of the Becond Battalion, with the First
under Captain Pal'llOll.8 and a part of the Third under Captain Grover."- EDITORS.
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FARNSWORTH'S CHARGE AND DEATH.

As we rode on, he told me how Farnsworth and
Cushman had fallen together.

I have llpOken of the battaliollB IWI distinct. They
were not, nor were the companieB. At the abarp
turn at the top of the hill, Captain Cuabman and
Sergeant Stnwahan, who commanded Company L
after WalRon's hOrll8 11'&8 shot, kept straight on
with part of biB company, and rode in the main
charge. A number of my men had turned back
with prisonerB, so that not over fifty men, t in
eluding those with Farnsworth, eut their way
through in the outward charge.

The whole number who rode with Farnsworth
11'&8 about three hnndred. Their c&8ualtieB were
sixty-five. They brought in over one hundred
prisonerB; they rode within the Confederate lines
nearly two mileB; they received at short range the
direct or enfilading fire of three regiments of in
fantry and of a battery of artillery; they drew two
regiments out of line and held them permanently
in new positions, breaking the Confederate front
and exposing it to an infantry eharge if one had
been immediately ordered. Their lWI8&ult WIWI so
bold that the Confederates received it IWI the ad
vance of a grand attack, and, finding themselveB
exposed to infantry in front and cavalry in the rear,
they were nncertain of their position. Why no ad
vantage WIWI taken of this it iB not for UB to explain.
Why the infantry, when they heard fighting in
Law's rear, or when, afterward, we delivered to
their skinnish line our prisoners, did not advance
and drive his brigade into the valley where it
would have been exposed to a general fiank at
tack, has never been explained; but it 11'&8 not "a
charge of madmen with a mad leader." We be
lieved, and yet believe, that Farnsworth's charge
was wisely ordered, well timed, well executed, and
dective. ~

The behavior of the hOrBes in this action was
admirable. Bnnning low and swift, as in a race;
in their terror surrendering to their m&8ters, and
guiding at the Blightest touch on the neck; never

t The oftlcet'll of the 15th Alabama lI&y tbere were not
over ten men wItb FarnBworth when be fell. H18 h01'lMl
d..hed through tbetr UDell rtderltlll8. Colonel <>atea
kept for a longtime the IItarcnt from Famaworth'e coat,
hoping 801118 time to return It to blB family, but It 11'''
accldentally 100 or deetroyed.-H. C. P.

~A IItrange etory whlcb appeare In all tbe Confeder
ate reportB ebowe how a mtatake may make blBtory, It
111 8tatfld tbat Farnewortb wore a UDen coat and a bave
lock; that he fought deeperately wltb his revolver after
he 11'88 down, and that be blew ont blB brains rather than
snrrender.

When Farnswortb 11'&8 nott1led of h18 promotion' on
tbe 1I.eld It W88 Impoulble to secure a new nnUorm,
bIlt Pleaeonton, .. a token of esteem, dIvided blB own
W'Brdrobe wltb him. Farnsworth wore In the action
Plll8l1011ton's blne coat, wltb a sIngle star, and a sott
black hat; be fl'lI wltb his II&ber ral8ed, and &8 11
dead; and when blB remains were taken from tbe l1eld

, X",or CIUford Thomson, of Genel'lll Pl88IIODtou'. staIf.
wrltea to the NlIto... : .. Fam....orth·. oommllllllou waa dated
Juue 2IIlh, four days before hili death. As he had been ou

refUBing a fence or breaking from the column;
crowding together and to the front, yet taking or
avoiding the obstacles with intelligence, they car
ried their riderB over rocks and fallen timber and
fences that the boldesthnnter would hardly attempt
t<Hlay; and I doubt if tbere WIWI a single fall of
man or hOrBe, except from the abot of the enemy.
I may be permitted a remorseful tribute. My pow
erful bay had been diBabled in the action at H&D
over, and I 11'&8 riding my bugler's horse, a gentle
sorrel, scarred and stift with loug service. When
I saw the work before us I condemned him, &lId
would have ordered some trooper to change if it
had not seemed like exposing another's life,- and
yet, how he sprang into the charge I How he
leaped the four walls I How he cleared Farring
ton's horse as it rolled over in the rocks I And how
gently he carried me from the field, altbough blood
spurted from his side at every step. Four better
hones plWlBed him in the race, but only to fall or
carry their riderB to death I And when I was lifted
down into nnconsciousness, my last recollection
11'&8 of his great eyes turned upon me &8 in sympathy
and reproof.

There was no charging of cannon, no sabering of
men. Farnsworth and hiB troopen nndentood that
they were to draw the enemy's fire, to create a di
version, preparatory to the main movement. They
were to ride IWI deep into the enemy's lines as pos
sible, to disclose his plan and force his positions.
The taking of the pri80nen on the return was the
accident, not the order, of the charge. There was
no encouragement of on-looking armies, no ch8«'r,
no bravado; and each man felt, 8S he tightened biB
saber belt, that he 11'&8 summoned to a ride to death.

Farnsworth fell in the enemy's lines with his
saber raised, dead with five mortal wounds, and
without fame. So fell this typical volnnteer sol
dier of America-a man without military training
or ambition, yet born with a genius tor war whieh
carried him to high command and to the threshold
of a great career.

by DoctorB Edeon and Wood tbere were five mortal
wounds In bis body and no wound In blB bead. Cap
tain CnBbman wore a white duck .. fighting JlUlket,..
trimmed wttb yellow braid. To my ollleot1on, be an
swered, .. A lady eent tb1II to me, and 8aId it WII8 made
wltb ber own handa, and no rebel bnllet e.ouJd pIerce
it. It may be a good day to try magic mall." Wblle
we II&t behind the RlUI8 In the beat be threw a 8llk
handkerchief over hie cap, ptnnlng it to tbe v1Bor.
ThIs be forgot to remove; be, and not Famawortb. rode
In the charge on the 'tb Alabama; he rode wtth Fame
worth In the cbarge on the l&tb Alabama; he fell at
Famaworth'8 II1de, terrIbly wounded In the face. and
fought wIth hl8 revolver untU he fainted. He WIIB a
notably handsome olllcer, and it WIIB clear that he..,..
m18taken tbroughout the flght for General Fal'llJlwortb.
Captain Cnehman lay Ineenll1ble and apparently dead
unttl the nt'n day, but bally revived, only to die In
h18 next battle.- H. C. P.

det8ched lMJrrtee. It had uot l'llllChed him. belutr carried
.moug PlllIUI01ltou'. he8dqnarters papel'll uutll after the
battle."- EDrroll8.
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BY WILLIAM E. MILLER, CAPTAIN, 3D PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY.

THE 3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, after participating in
the different cavalry engagements from Brandy Sta
tion to Upperville, was the last regiment to cross the
Potomac into Maryland by the pontoon-bridge at
Edwards's Ferry, except McCandless's brigade of the
Pennsylvania Reserves. Well do the men of Gregg's
cavalry command remember the evening of the 27th
of June, 1863, while they were drawn up on the slope
of the northern bank of the Potomac awaiting the
crossing of McCandless's infantry, which was some
what delayed on the opposite side. As soon as the
band of McCandless's brigade placed foot on the

-.r _ "1M PlILD OP TMK CA¥AUrI-==.":::..'::-...:.::~ bridge it began to play" Maryland, My Maryland."
The men took up the refrain, and it was echoed back

by the cavalrymen on the northern hillside. The scene formed one of the
happy incidents that broke the monotony of the long march to Gettysburg.

About dusk" to horse" was sounded, and the division again put in motion.
A tedious night's march along a road blockaded .with wagons and other
impediments brought us to Monocacy Junction, on the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad, between which place and Frederick we halted on Sunday morn
ing, the 28th. A reorganization of the cavalry there took place. General
Kilpatrick, who had commanded the Second Brigade of Gregg's division, was
promoted to the command of Stahel's division, which was then added to the
Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac as the Third Division, and Colonel
Pennock Huey, with the 8th Pennsylvania Cavalry, was transferred from
Buford's division to the Second Brigade of the Second Division, Huey suc
ceeding Kilpatrick in command of the brigade. [For organization, see p. 437.]

Before leaving Frederick the 1st Pennsylvania Cavalry was ordered to
report to General Meade's headquarters, where it remained until after the
battle of Gettysburg j it did not rejoin its brigade before the 12th of July,
at Boonsboro'. The 1st Massachusetts was also sent on detached service.

While we were halted near Frederick it was discovered that Stuart was
making a detour around our army and had crossed the Potomac below
Edwards's Ferry. Our cavalry was sent out on all the roads leading from
Frederick to the north and east to prevent his gaining information, and to
push him as far away as possible, so that he might be delayed in communi
cating with his chief. On the evening of the 28th McIntosh's brigade was
sent eastward on the Baltimore pike, and passing New Market it halted at
Ridgeville, and from there scouting parties were sent in every direction. On
the morning of the 29th a portion of the 3d Pennsylvania was sent to Lisbon,

*From the Philadelphia" Weekly Press," revised and condensed.- EDITORS.
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and from there one squadron went northward to Woodbine, on the Baltimol'('
and Ohio Railroad. It was ascertained that Stuart was tearing up the track!'
near Hood's Mill, the next station east of Woodbine, and that he was moving
northward. Information was sent to headquarters, and by 4 o'clock P. Y.

Gregg's division was concentrated at Mount Airy, north of Ridgeville, where
it was supplied with a scanty allowance of rations and forage. Five o'cl()(·k
found it on the march for Westminster, with the 3d Pennsylvania of McIn
tosh's brigade in advance. Having been on almost continuous duty, night

and day, since the battle of Brandy
Station, on the 9th, the prospect of
another night march was, to say the
least, discouraging. J

Our march to Westminster was one
of unusual severity, for the night
was very dark and both men and
horses were worn out. The men feU
asleep in their saddles, and when
ever the column halted the horse~

would fall asleep too. As the offi
cers were responsible for keeping tbe
column closed up, they had to resort
to all sorts of expedients to keep
awake, such as pinching themselves,
pounding their heads, and pricking

BREVET IIAJOR-GII:NEBAL D. 11<"11. OREGG. themselves with pins. When within
FROII A PBOTOOUPB. about five miles of Westminster it

was discovered that the left of the line was not up. A halt was ordered, and,
on sending back, the fact was disclosed that the artillerymen and battery
horses were sound asleep, and that, whilst the portion of the column in front
of them had been moving on, that in the rear was standing still. As soon as
the latter was brought up the whole command moved forward, and at day
light on the 30th the advance, under Captain Charles Treichel, of t.he 3d
Pennsylvania, charged into Westminster and captured a lot of Stuart's strag
glers. Here we met with a cordial reception. The majority of the holL.."E.':'
were thrown open, and the women, standing on their door-steps and at th!:'
windows, waved their handkerchiefs and cheered the old flag. It was noti('(."cl.
however, that some of the houses remained. closed, and upon inquiry it ws."

1To one not familiar with a cavalry night march deployed to protect the column, and yet alway,
iu the face of the enemy it may be difficult to com- have them well in hand. These flankers encoUDtE'r
prehend why it should differ materially from an all sorts of obstacles, such as ditches, ramE'''.
advance by daylight, but to those who have had fenccs, underbrush, woods, etc., and nece88&riJ,
some IlXperiellce this is easily understood. On a make slow pro/(l'ess. The time thus occupied co~
night march, in order to guard against surprise. pels the main body in the rear to make innumt'l'
flankers are thrown out on either side, who are able stops and starts, whieh are not only tediOU!l

supposed to keep abreast of the advance-guard. and wearying, but annoying and irksome, and
These flankers are under the supervision of the of- hard upon the horses, ofteu causing the men to
flcer in charge of the advance, aud no matter how grow impatient and the ollleers to become inita
dark the night is he must keep them sulliciently ble.-W. E. M.
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ascertained that these had in a similar manner been open the day before
for the reception of Stuart and his men.

At Manchester a halt of a few hours was made, during which the men con
sumed what was left of the rations procured at Mount Airy, gave their
horses the last grain of feed they had with them, and obtained a little sleep.
Mounting again we moved north along the Carlisle pike for half a mile, and
then by the Grove Mill road to Hanover Junction, Pennsylvania, on the
Northern Central Railroad, where we arrived during the forenoon of July 1st.
Our movements at this place illustrate to some extent the uncertainties of
the campaign. Mter a short delay General Gregg received an order to pro
ceed south toward Baltimore. Scarcely was the division drawn out on the
road when a second order came directing him t<> turn about and move north
as rapidly as possible toward York. Just as we were starting in the latter
direction the final order came to send Huey's brigade back to Manchester,
Maryland, and to march with Mclnt<>sh's and Irvin Gregg's brigades west
ward to Gettysburg. After losing some valuable time in consequence of
these conflicting orders, we (McIntosh's and Gregg's brigades) advanced over
a crooked road to Hanover, where we went into bivouac.

At Hanover we found the streets barricaded with boxes, old carriages and
wagons, hay, ladders, barbers' poles, etc., the marks of Kilpatrick's encounter
with Stuart on the previous day, for the Third Division, while we were
making the detour on the right flank, had taken the direct road from Fred
erick, and at Hanover had intercepted the line of march of the Confederate
cavalry while we had been following it up.

By this time we had become a sorry-looking body of men, having been
in the saddle day and night almost continuously for over three weeks, wit.h
out a change of clothing or an opportunity for a general wash; moreover we
were much reduced by short rations and exhaustion, and mounted on horses
whose bones were plainly visible to the naked eye. ~

Leaving Hanover at 3 o'clock on the morning of July 2d we had proceeded
along the Littlestown road for two miles when Dr. T. T. Tate, one of the
assistant surgeons of the 3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, who was a citizen of Get
tysburg and familiar with the country, advised General Gregg that the short
est route to Gettysburg was by way of the Bonaughtown or Hanover road.
The doctor piloted the column across the fields and we reached the Bonaugh
town road at McSherrystown. On reaching Geiselman's Woods, Colonel
McIntosh, who had been suffering from exhaustion, became very sick. The
column was halted, and Dr. Tate took him to Mr. Geiselman's house, where
with careful medical attention he was in a short time restored and again

;t, As an evidence of how the division was re- of these men were traveling along on foot and
dueE'll by hard marching and hard fighting it may carrying their saddles in the hope of procuring
be stated that the morning report of the 3d Penn- remounts. The above report was made out at
sylvania. on the 30th of June-one of the strong- Westminster. Our march from there through the
est regiments in the division - showed present for broiling sun and clouds of dust entailed a still
duty ~9 officers, including field and staff, 365 en- larger loss of men and borses from exhaustion, so
listed men, and 322 serviceable horses. It will that by tbe time we reached Gettysburg the 3d
thWl be manifest that we had seventy-two men Pennsylvania did not number three hundred om·
whose horses had dropped from the ranks. Many cers and men all told. - W. E. M.
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ridge and were keeping
up a skirmish fire with
the enemy in their front.
General Gregg took two
guns, a section of Bat
tery H, 3d Pennsylvania
Heavy Artillery, Captain
W. D. Rank (serving
as Light Artillery), and
placed them on the Han
over road opposite the
Reever house, about three
miles oost of Gettysburg.
Near 6 o'clock some
mounted men, who seem
ed to be making obser
vations, appeared in the
road on the top of Brink-

made his appearance at
the head of his command.
Resuming the march we
arrived at the intersection
of the LowDutch (or Salem
Church) andHanover roads
about noon on Jul)' 2d.
The regiments were closed
up, and we halted in a field
to allowthe men and horses
some much-needed rest.

About 3 o'clock the 10th
New York cavalry of the
Third Brigade was ordered
forward and directed to oc
cupy Brinkerhoff's Ridge
and relieve some infantry
of the Eleventh Corps, who
were in possession of the
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erhoff's Ridge, about three-fourths of a mile distant, whereupon Gregg
ordered Rank to send them a "feeler," which he did in the most approved
style - the two shells bursting in their midst and scattering the party like
chaff in a wind storm. The First Brigade was now ordered forward, and
on passing beyond Rank's guns the 3d Pennsylvania, being in the advance,
was ordered into Cress's Woods, on the right of the road. The squad
ron of Captain Hess and my own were directed to dismount and advance
across Cress's Run to the top of Brinkerhoff's Ridge - Hess on the left,
with his left resting on the road and deployed to the right, and Miller [the
writer] deployed to the right of Hess. On the left side of the road, connect
ing with Hess, two battalions of the 1st New Jersey, under Major Janeway
and Captain Boyd, and Duvall's Maryland troop were deployed - the whole
supported by the Third Battalion of the 1st New Jersey, under Major Beau
mont. After crossing Cress's Run and gaining the elevated ground beyond,
it was discovered that a stone fence ran along the crest of the ridge, and that
some Confederate infantry were advancing from the opposite direction.
" Double quick" was ordered, and a race for the fence ensued. The men seeing
the importance of the position quickened their steps and arrived at the wall
about twenty paces in advance of the enemy. As soon as our men reached
the wall they opened fire with their carbines, and drove back their opponents.
They punched holes through the wall with their carbines, and behind this
formidable breastwork they were enabled, though repeatedly charged, to hold
their position until daylight disappeared. Rank's guns in the meantime kept
up a lively fire and did effective work. After dark a charge was made against
our right which was driven in, but the men, not being discouraged, made a
counter-charge and regained their position. Our opponents proved to be
Walker's brigade, of Johnson's division, of Ewell's corps, and it was our good
fortune to hold them in check long enough to prevent them from partici
pating in the assault on Culp's Hill.

About 10 o'clock the whole division was withdrawn and moved over a
country cross-road to the Baltimore pike, where it bivouacked for the night
along White Run.

Between 9 and 10 o'clock on the morning of the 3d " to horse" was sounded,
and we were again in the saddle. Retracing our steps, we resumed our posi
tion on the right, but with a more extended line. Irvin Gregg connected
with the right of the infantry line near Wolf"s Hill and stretched his line to
the Hanover road, while McIntosh moved to and halted at the crossing of the
Low Dutch and Hanover roads. Custer's brigade occupied the ground to
the right and front of McIntosh. After some delay McIntosh moved forward
to relieve Custer, who had been ordered to report to his division commander
(Kilpatrick) in the vicinity of Round Top. The 3d Pennsylvania and 1st
Maryland were drawn up in column of squadrons in a clover-field in front of
and across the road from Lott's house, while the 1st New Jersey was sent to
relieve Custer's men on outpost.

Ge~eral J. E. B. Stuart, who was in command of the Confederate cavalry,
now occupied what is known as Cress's Ridge, about three-fourths of a mile
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north of LoWs house. On the south-eastern slope of the ridge there were
cultivated fields, while its summit was covered with heavy timber. North of
this ridge there were open fields, almost surrounded by woods, through which
ran a country cross-road leading from the York pike to the Low Dutch road.
The place was most admirably adapted to the massing and screening of troops.
Behind the woods Stuart, who had come out from the direction of Gettysburg
along the York pike, concentrated his forces on what was known as the Stall
smith farm. Gregg's troops were not so favorably situated. Occupying a
line about three miles long from Wolf's Hill to LoWs house, through an open
country, they were in full view of the enemy. [See maps, pp. 344,400.]

A party of Confederate skirmishers thrown out in front of Stuart's center
occupied the Rummel farm buildings, which were situated in the plain about
three-fourths of a mile north-west of the Lott house, alld near the base of
Cress's Ridge. About 2 o'clock McIntosh, who well understood Stuart's tac
tics, and had correctly discerned his position, dismounted the 1st New Jersey
and moved it forward under Major Beaumont in the direction of Rummel's.
To meet this advance the Confederates pushed out a line of skirmishers and
occupied a fence south of Rummel's. The 1st New Jersey soon adjusted their
line to correspond with that of their antagonists, and firing began. At the
same time a Confederate battery appeared on the top of the ridge and com
menced shelling. Lieutenant A. C. M. Pennington's battery (M, 2d "G. S.
Artillery), in position in front of Spangler's house on the Hanover road,
instantly replied. The 3d Pennsylvania was ordered forward, and two squad
rons under Captains Treichel and Rogers were moved across to Little's
Run (which flowed southward from Rummel's spring-house) and placed to
the left of the 1st New Jersey, while Duvall's troop was extended to their
left. Captains Walsh and Hess were ordered out the Low Dutch road beyond
LoWs woods, with instructions to hold the position and protect the right.
My squadron was deployed along the edge of the woods north of LoWs house
(near where the cavalry shaft now stands) and extended to the cross-roads
running toward Stallsmith's, facing north-west. It will thus be seen that the
3d Pennsylvania was divided - one-half being on the left of the line, whilst
the other occupied the right. The 1st Maryland was posted near the Lott
house and held in reserve. Captain A. M. Randol's battery (E, 1st U. S.
Artillery), stationed across the road from the Howard house, was also
ordered forward, and a section under Lieutenant Chester placed in position a
little south-west of LoWs house. Pennington and Chester soon silenced the
Confederate battery, and finding Rummel's barn filled with sharp-shooters,
who were picking off our men, they turned their guns on it and drove them
out. In the meantime our front line was advanced and we drove back that
of the Confederates, occupying their position. A lull in the firing now ensued,
during which Custer's brigade returned. After the engagement had opened
McIntosh had discovered that the force in his front was too strong for his
command, and consequently he had sent word to General Gregg to that effect,
requesting that Irvin Gregg's brigade be forwarded to his support. As this
brigade was some distance to the rear, and therefore not immediately' avail-
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•

J1ATl'LE BBTWE&1II THE UNION CAVALRY UNDER GIUIGG AND THB CONFBDBRATE OAVALRY UNDER STUART.
FROJI A SKBTCH JlADE AT THE TIMB.

able, Gregg, meeting Custer, who was about to begin his march in the oppo
site direction, had ordered him to return, and at the same time had sent
word to Irvin Gregg to concentrate as much of his command as possible in
the vicinity of Spangler's house. Custer, eager for the fray, had wheeled
about and was soon on the field.

Gregg at this juncture appeared and took command in person. Custer, as
soon as he arrived, extended the left of the line along Little's Run with a por
tion of the 6th Michigan, dismounted, and at the same time Randol placed in
position to the left and rear of Chester the second section of his battery under
Lieutenant Kinney.

At this stage the ammunition of that portion of the 3d Pennsylvania which
was on the left, and of the 1st New Jersey, began to run short, and the 5th
Michigan was ordered to relieve them. The latter was dismounted, and whilst
it was moving to the front a dismounted regiment from W. H. F. Lee's bri
gade came to the support of the Confederate skirmishers. A heated contest
followed, in which the 1st New Jersey and the 3d Pennsylvania remained to
take part. After the firing abated these regiments attempted to withdraw,
but they were followed up so closely that they were obliged to face about
and resume the conflict. However, they soon drove the enemy back, inflict
ing severe punishment. The short supply of ammunition of the 5th Michigan
ha,-ing by this time given out, and Major Noah H. Ferry, who was in com
mand of the line, having been killed, the whole line was driven in. Improv
ing this opportunity, Fitz. Lee sent forward the 1st Virginia, which charged
our right and center. The 7th Michigan at once moved forward from the
direction of the Reever house in close column of squadrons and advanced to
the attack. The right of the 5th Michigan swung back, and the 7th pressed
forward to a stone-and-rail fence and opened fire with their carbines. The
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1st Virginia advanced with steadiness, and soon the two regiments were face
to face, the fence alone separating them. My squadron, which occupied the
right center and which up to this time had not been engaged, opened a flank
fire on the Virginians, which aided materially in holding them in check.
The 1st North Carolina Cavalry and the Jeff Davis Legion coming up to their
support, they crowded the 7th Michigan back, and it was obliged to give way,
the Confederates following in close pursuit. A more determined and ngor
ous charge than that made by the 1st Virginia. it was never my fortune to
witness. But they became scattered by the flank fire they received, together
with the shells from our artillery, and were in the end obliged to fall back on
their main body.

About half a mile distant from the last-mentioned fence, where the cross
road passes through the woods on the Stallsmith farm, there appeared moving
toward us a large mass of cavalry, which proved to be the remaining por
tions of Hampton's and Fitzhugh Lee's brigades. They were formed in close
column of squadrons and directed their course toward the Spangler house. A
grander spectacle than their advance has rarely been beheld. They marched
with well-aligned fronts and steady reins. Their polished saber-blades dazzled
in the sun. All eyes turned upon them. Chester on the right, Kinney in the
center, and Pennington on the left opened fire with well-directed aim. Shell
and shrapnel met the advancing Confederates and tore through their ranks.
Closing the gaps as though nothing had happened, on they came. As they
drew nearer, canister was substituted by our artillerymen for shell, and horse
after horse staggered and fell. Still they came on. Our mounted skirmishers
rallied and fell into line; the dismounted men fell back, and a few of them
reached their horses. The 1st Michigan, drawn up in close column of squadrons
near Pennington's battery, was ordered by Gregg to charge. Custer, who was
near, placed himself at its head, and off they dashed. As the two columns
approached each other the pace of each increased, when suddenly a crash, like
the falling of timber, betokened the crisis. So sudden and violent was the
collision that many of the horses were turned end over end and crushed
their riders beneath them. The clashing of sabers, the firing of pistols,
the demands for surrender and cries of the combatant.s now filled the air.
As the columns were drawing nearer to each other McIntosh sent his
adjutant-general, Captain Walter S. Newhall, to the left with orders to
Treichel and Rogers to mount and charge, and also sent Captain S. C.
Wagner, of his staff, to rally the headquarters staff, buglers, and orderlies,
whilst he himself rode to the Lott house for the 1st Maryland. But Gregg,
when he first arrived and looked over the field, had moved the 1st Mary
land over to the Low Dutch road, just north of the Hanover road, in order
to strengthen his right, and so failing to find this regiment where he had
expected, McIntosh gathered up what loose men he could, joined them
to his headquarters party and charged. My squadron was still deployed
along the edge of LoWs woods. Standing in company with Lieutenant
William Brooke-Rawle on a little rise of ground in front of his com
mand, and sooing that the situation was becoming critical, I turned to him
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and said: "I have been ordered to hold this position, but, if you will back
me up in case I am court-martialed for disobedience, I will order a charge."
The lieutenant, always ready to "pitch in," as he expressed it, with an
energetic reply convinced me that I would not be deserted. I accordingly
directed him to close in the left and Sergeant Heagy the right, while the
former should select the proper place for the attack. As soon as his line
had rallied, the men fired a volley from their carbines, drew their sabers, sent
up a shout, and "sailed in," striking the enemy's left flank about two-thirds
down the column. Hart, of the 1st New Jersey, whose squadron was in the
woods on my left, soon followed, but directed his charge to the head of the
enemy's column. Newhall, when he reached Treichel and Rogers, joined
them in their charge, which struck the right flank of the enemy's column,
near the color-guard. The standard-bearer, seeing that Newhall was about
to seize the colors, lowered his spear, which caught his opponent on the chin,
tearing and shattering his lower jaw, and sending him senseless to the earth.
Every officer of the party was wounded. My command pressed through the
Confederate column, cut off the rear portion and drove it back. In the
charge my men became somewhat scattered.. A portion of them, how
ever, got into Rummel's lane, in front of the farm-buildings, and there
encountered some of Jenkins's men, who seemed stubborn about leaving. ~
Breathed's battery, unsupported, was only one hundred yards away, but my
men were so disabled and scattered that they were unable to take it back.

These flank attacks demoralized the Confederate column. Custer and
McIntosh, whose tenacity had kept the head of the column at bay, now got
the advantage. Many of the enemy had fallen, Wade Hampton was wounded,
and at length the enemy turned. Their column was swept back to its start
ing-point, and the field was ours.

After the repulse of the enemy's grand charge, McIntosh took the 1st New
Jersey and part of the 3d Pennsylvania and Duvall's troop, and established
a skirmish line along Little's Run, by Rummel's spring-house and along his
lane toward the cross-road, the field of the hand-to-hand contest thus remain
ing in our possession. The Confederates established their line along the edge
of the woods on the summit of Cress's Ridge. Some artillery firing and light
skirmishing was kept up until after dark. In the meantime Custer's brigade
was relieved and sent to its division. ~

~ Since the war, while going over the field
in eompsny with Mr. Rummel, he told me that
he had dragged thirty dead horses out of this
Iane.-W. E. M.

} The following incidents will illustrate in some
d~e with what desperation the men of both
Kides fought, as well as the character of the strug
I!'I~. The first two incidents were related by Mr.
Rumml."l, who aided in removing the dead. The
last came under my personal notice. On going
over the field, Mr. Rummel found two men - one a
private in the 3d Pennsylvania, the other a Con.
federate-who had cut each other down with their
!!abers, and were lying with their feet together,

their heads in opposite directions, and the blood
stained saber of each still tightly in his grip. At
another point he found two men - one a Virginian,
the other a 3d Pennsylvania man - who fought
on horseback with their sabers until they finally
clinched and their horses ran from under them.
Their heads and shoulders were severely cnt, and
when found, their fingers, though stiff in death,
were so firmly imbedded in each other's flesh that
they could not be removed without the aid of
force.

In the midst of the engagement, and immedi
ately in front of Rummel's house, E. G. Eyster of
H Company, 3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, captured a
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With the exception of the Rummel farm buildings, the Confederates held
virtually the same line at dark that they held in the morning, but this did
not include the field of the main engagement. This was no mere reconnois
sance to develop the position or movements of the enemy. Stuart had with
him the main strength and the flower of the Confederate cavalry, led by their
most distinguished commanders. His force comprised 4 brigades with 20
regiments and battalions and 4 batteries. His avowed object was to strike
the rear of the Federal army in cooperation with Pickett's grand attack upon
its center. For this movement he succeeded in attaining a most command
ing position, and, according to the surmise of Major H. B. McClellan, Stuart's
adjutant-general, gave to Lee the preconcerted signal for the attack. The
field of this cavalry fight was south of the Rummel buildings. To this field
Stuart advanced his whole force, engaged in an obstinate and desperate
struggle with the Federal cavalry, was driven back out of the field and
forced to retire to his original position. At the opening of the engagement
Gregg's outposts were on the southern side of the battle-field; at its close
they were advanced to its northern side. The losses on both sides show
the importance and determined character of the fight. \
dismounted Confederate and covered him with his
carbine. Eyster's attention becoming drawn off
by the firing around him, the Confederate drew his
revolver, shot Eyster's horse, and held the rider a
prisoner. Just then Sergeant Gregg of A Company
came upon the scene, and with his saber cut the
Confederate to the gronnd. Befol'e Gregg had time
to turn another Confederate came up, and, with a
right cut, sliced off the top of Gregg's scalp. Gregg,
who subsequently rose to a captaincy in his regi
ment, and who died in 1886, had only to remove
his hat to show a head as neatly tonsured as a
priest's.

A singular coincidence occurred in connection
with the above circumstance. Eyster and Gregg
were both taken prisoners in the fight. Gregg,
being wounded, was removed in an ambulance,
and Eyster, with other prisoners, was compelled

to walk. They were separated on the fit"ld.
Eyster was sent to prison; Sergeant Gregg W&tl

taken to the hospital and was soon afterward ex
changed. It so happened that when one came back
to the regiment the other was absent, and rice
versa, so that they never met again until sween
years afterward at Gettysburg, where the rE'gimt"nt
was holding a reunion. In going over the field
Eyster was relating the story to Colonel John B.
Bachelder, on the very spot where the above llCene
had occurred, whl'n Gregg came up and they met
for the first time since their separation on the
ground.-W. E. M.

'\ The Union loss, July 3d., was 30, k; 149, w;
75, m,-total, 254. Confederate: 41, k; 50, w;
90 m,-total, 181. The 1088 in Jenkins's (Con
federate) brigade is not included in this computa
tion.- EDITORS.

MEADE AT GETTYSBURG.

BY FRANCIS A. WALKER, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. 8. V.

T HERE is probably no other battle of which men
are so prone to think and speak without a

conscious reference to the commanding general of
the victorious party, as they are regarding Gettys
burg. For this there are several reasons.

First, General Meade had been in co=and of
the army but three days when the action began.

Second, the collision of the two armies on the 1st
of July took place while headquarters were at a
distance.

TIIi"d, the battle, on the Union side, was a de
fensive one. The sword is ever of higher honor
than the shield.

Fourth, the fact that the Union army occupied a
convex line, broke up the battles of the 2d and 3d
of July into a series of actions, regarding which it
was inevitable that attention should be fixed es-

pecially upon those who co=anded at the points
successively assaulted.

Fifth, the fact that so many eminent oftiCl'rs were
killed or severely wounded dnring the action. had
a tendency to concentrate interest upon thE'm.
Reynolds, the commander of the left wing. was
killed at the first onset. Hancock, thl' commander
of the left center; Sickles, the commander of the
Third Corps, and Gibbon, co=anding, in Han
cock's absence, the Second, were desperatE'ly
wounded. Such an unusual snccession of {'&Sua1
ties could not fail to have an effect ill distracting
attention from the commander-in-chief.

Sizth, the people of the North have ever ImrE'd to
think of Gettysburg as a soldier's battle. In a
great measure the wish has been fathl'r to the
thought. But, indeed, there was something in the
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cbange of tone in the Army of the Potomac, as
it turned from the gloomy region of Fredericks
burg and Chancellorsville to throw itself in the
path of the invading army, which justifies that
view.

&:nmtlJ, much of the effect we are considering
was due to General Meade's disinclination to assert
himself against hostile criticism. He did, indeed,
show a proper resentment of the blame thrown
upon him for allowing the retreat of Lee; but
during the yelU'8 of life which remained he took
little pains to vindicate himself against aspersion
and disparagement, or even to put upon record the
OMel'll and dispositions of the battle.

It is my purpose to show that at Gettysburg
tbe Army of the Potomac had a commander in
eVf&ry sense; that, in spite of misadventures
and miscarriages, the action was fought accord
ing to his plans and under his direction as
nearly 88 usually happens in war; and that his
presence and watchful care, hill moral courage
and tenacity of purpose, contributed largely to
the result.

When, on the 28th of June, 1863, General
Meade relieved General Hooker, who, since the
13th, bad been moving northward, interposing
the Army of the Potomac continually between
the Confederate forces and Washington, the right
wing of that army lay at Frederick, Maryland,
while the left occupied Boonsboro' and Middle
town, and held the passes of the South Monntain.
One corps, however, had been detached, bnt was
returning to Frederick. It is in the disposition
General Meade made of this corps that we find
the chief difference between bis conception of the
strategy suitable to the campaign then approacb
inR' its culmination and that which had been enter
tained by his predecessor. The absent corps was
the Twelfth, under Slocum, which had been pushed
toward Harper's Ferry, with a view to advancing
thence upon Lee's line of supply, and even follow
ing up the rear of the Confederate army. This
corps Hooker had desired to reenforce by the
large garrison of Harper's Ferry, abandoning
that post as useless for strategic purposes.
This General Halleck, at Washington, positively
refused to permit. Thereupon Hooker ordered
the Twelfth Corps back, and requested to be
relieved.

When, however, Meade had been placed in com
mand, Halleck conceded to him the power of di
minishing the garrison at Harper's Ferry to any
extent consistent with holding that post. The
new commander was thus in a position to prose
cute the contemplated enterprise in Lee's rear.
Instead of doing so, he included the Twelfth Corps
in his plan for a forward movement of the whole
army directly northward, to be undertaken on the
29th and pushed with the utmost vigor till the en
counter should take place.

This abandonment of the projected movement

*.. The wtlldom ot Hooker'8 poltry In dC81r1ng to Q8IIwl
the rebel eommunleatfon8 is demonstrated hy thr, flwt
that Lee ImmedIately turned hack. The head ot the ser
poont fseed abont lUI 800n Il8 1t3 tall 11'88 trodden upon."
lDonbleday'8 .. Chaucellolllvt1le and Gettysburg." )

against Lee's line of communication has been
severely criticised by General Doubleday. That
writer assumes that it was intelligence of Slocum's
enterprise which caused Lee to loose his hold
upon the Susquehanna and concentrate his forces
at Gettysburg. * He adds the opinion that" if he
(Lee) had known that Meade was about to with·
draw all the troops acting against his line of re
treat, he would probably have gone on and taken
Harrisburg."

Whatever General Lee might have thought of
the projected enterprise under Slocum, had he
known of it, he, in fact, knew nothing whatever
concerning it. The only intelligenee that reached
him 11'88 that the Union army had crossed the
Potomac on the 25th, at Edwards's Ferry, moving
toward Frederick and Boonsboro'. It was this,
and only this, which determined his march upon
Gettysburg. J

More remains to be said. Meade's movement
northward from Frederick, with his whole army,
was a severer threat to Lee than a persistence in
Hooker's plan. The movement against the Con
federate communications through Harper's Ferry
was correct enough, provided the- bulk of the army
was to remain at Frederick; but had the army
moved northward while Slocum followed up Lee's
rear, on the other side of the river and the moun
tains, there would have been every reason to an
ticipate essentially the same result as that which
followed Hooker's division of his forees at Chan
cellol"llville. On the other hand, Meade, by march
ing northward, did not relinquish the opportunity
of moving to the west against Lee's communi
cations, which coul!! at any time have been done
through Mechanicstown (to Hagerstown) just &8

effectively as from Harper's Ferry. [See map, p.
246.]

How far Meade's better choice was a mere
matter of military judgment; how far it was due
to the accident that the new commander was
himself a Penusylvanian it is ditll.cult to say.
There can, I think, be no doubt that the special
instincts of local patriotism had much to do with
bringing on and fighting through to a successful
conclusion the battle of Gettysbnrg. It is remark
able that, in the one Pennsylvauia battle of the
war, the men of that State should have borne so
prominent a part. It was a Pennsylvanian who
directed the movement on Gettysburg and com
manded there in chief. It was a Pennsylvanian
who hurried the left wing into action and lost
his life in determining that the battle should be
fought at Gettysburg, and not on any line more
remote. It was a Pennsylvanian who came up to
eheek the rout and hold Cemetery Hill for the
Union arms, who commanded the left center in
the great battle of the second day, and on the
third received and repelled the attack of Pettigrew
Rnd Pickett.

For one, I entertain no donbt that the military

JGeneral Lee's omeial report says: .. The advanee
agaInst Harrt8burg was arrested by IntelllA'ence re
ceIved from Ii 800ut, on the nIght ot the ~th. to the
eft'eet that the army ot General Hooker had crossed the
Potomac aDd was approaching the Bouth Mountain."
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judgment of General Meade, which dictated his
decision on the 28th of June to adopt the direct
and more effective plan of moving straight north
ward from Frederick, instead of persisting in the
division of the army which Hooker had initiated,
was largely influenced by that intensity of feeling
which actuated him as a Pennsylvanian. At such
a crisis, stre88 of feeling drives the intellect to its
highest work. So long as moral forces enter into
the conduct of war, can we doubt that it was fortu
nate for the Union arms that they so largely were
Pennsylvanians who hurried forward the troops
in their long and painful marches northward, and
who threw the veteran corps of the Potomac upon
the invading army'

Widely spread as the Confederate army was when
General Meade took command of the Union
forces,-Longstreet at Chambersburg, Ewell at
Carlisle and York,- it was a matter of course that
the serious collision should be a surprise to one
or the other party, and that accident should deter
mine which should encounter its antagonist with
the advantage in concentration. It turned out that
the collision was a surprise to both commanders,
and chance gave the advantage of greater concen
tration to the Confederates. Meade, leaving
Frederick on the 29th, moved rapidly northward,
extending his wings sufficiently to cover alike the
road by which Lee might attempt to move to Wash
ington and that by whioh he might march to Balti
more. He could not conjeoture where, amid the
fiery oloud of Southern raiders extending from the
Cumberland Valley to the SllIlquehanna, was to be
found the real nuoleus of that formidable army; nor
had the Confederate commander furnished any indi
oation of his purpose. But on the same day, Gen
eral Lee, having the evening before learned of the
crossing of the Potomac by Hooker, reoalled his
advanced divisions from Carlisle and York, and
threw forward Hill and Longstreet, with a view to
a concentration at Gettysburg. During the 30th
the two armies continued rapidly to approach each
other, until, on the morning of the lst of July, a
stunning collision took place between the heads
of Lee's columns and our left wing under Reynolds.
In the two days that had pa88ed, the Union forces
had made nearly twioe as long marches as the
Confederates. The risk that one of Meade's col
umns would somewhere encounter the enemy in
greater force, was an inevitable incident of so im·
petuous a forward movement.

But while Meade. intended, by his rapid advanoe,
to compel Lee to loose his hold upon the Susque
hanna, he had wisely determined to fight a de-

ot The Comte de Pm8 II&Y8 that Meade" 8bould bave
gone lu pe1'8On to rel'Onnolter tbe localities lU'Ound
wMcb tbe oonftlct W&8 carried on, being ouly IlCparated
from It by about tblrteeu mlle8." Hl." says tbat Ml."ade
W811 "unwilling to go," and "declined &88umtnjt the
responsibility" of dl."Cldlng whetber it W&8 expedll."nt
to deliver battle at Getty8burg or fall back to Pipe
creek; that. had he gone forward blm8elf, "the con·
centratlon of the army would have been eft'ected with
mores~."

The la8t-Indlcated advantage certainly ie ftotltlollL
Why 8hould the transm1eelon of orders to the more dlll
taut polnta have been more rapid from Gettysburg than

fensive battle, and had selected the line of Pipe
Creek as that most lluitable for covering Wuhing
ton and Baltimore.

It was the noble impetuosity of ReynoldB, p9h
ing forward to support Buford's hard-pre88ed bnt
stubborn cavalry, which transformed the move
ment of the left wing from a reconnoissance into
an attack upon Lee's advancing columns, and
committed the Union army to battle at Gettys
burg. The reports which, at noon of the 1st of
July, reached the new commander at Taneytown,
brought newlI that Reynolds had fallen, t~gether

with intimations of disaster t~ his adventurous
column. The first act of General Meade, &8 com
mander-in-ehief in the immediate presence of the
enemy, was one which exhibited moral courage,
insight into character, and rapidity of decision.
This was to dispatch Hancock to the front, ~ with
full powers to take command and do whatever
might be necessary to save the day, and with
instrnctionll to report upon' the nature of the posi
tion. It is difficult for us, now, to appreciate what
this decision meant, on thc part of Meade. Him
self but three days at the head of the army, he
was sending an officer, who had but three weeb
before left his division, to &IlII1lme command of
three corps, over two omcers who were his I18niorl!.
When one remembers how strong is the respE'et
for rank among the higher officers, and how greatly
the oldest commander is subject to the public IlE'D

timent of his army,-when one recalls that even
Grant recognized Burnside's claim to command at
the Mine,-this act of General Meade be~me8

one of the boldest in the history of our war. That
it was also one of the most judicious, is abun
dantlyestablished. No other man except, perhaps,
Sheridan, arriving on that field of disuter, could
have done what Hancock did in checking the
rout, in establishing order, in restoring confidence,
and in making. the dillpositions which caused Lee
to postpone his contemplated _ult on Ceme
tery Hill.

The further news of the opening battle brought
upon General Meade the nece88ity for a choiee
which might well have caused deep anlliety and
protracted doubt to a veteran commander. The
Fifth and Sixth eorps were still far distant from
the field; the former about twenty, the lattE'r
more thau thirty miles away. The fighting of the
day had shown the superior concentration of Lee's
forces j and all night long hill fast-marching di
visions would, doubtle8ll, be pre88ing down the
roads leading to Gettyllburg, aud wheelinA' into
their places in the Confederate line. Two of the

from Taneytown' The manner In wblch the FIfth aDd
Sixth corPll were actually brought up sbowed no I~
of time In efl'ectlng .. the concl."ntratloll of thE' lll'IIIY."

The t'ba1'f(8 tbat Ml."adl.", In ",matnlnR at Tan..ytown.
decllned to a88ume the proper reepon81bllitl8ll of wa
poeltion, Is unfounded and unjU8t. How oonld the
Union commander know that he might not the very
next hour bl."ar of a collision at 80ml." othl."r point' Hill
true placl.", u,It" M Aad made up lv lIliJld ...lure '0 ClOJI·

unlrate. Willi the mollt central point. To go to Gettyll
hurp: Willi to leave a poIltiou wMoh W&8 midway be
tween bie two wings, and wae alao betWeeD GeUyabllrg

-and the propoeed line on Pipe Creek.- F. A. W.
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Union corps, the First and Eleventh, had been
put nearly Mrs tk combat. With only three corps
in fair fighting condition which could be upon
the ground at daybreak, should the risks of an
early morning battle be taken' General Meade's
decision was here 11.8 brave as it proved fortunate;
and his inspired rashness, like that of Reynolds
in the morning, was of the kind which wins battles
and _ves states.

In his dispositions to meet the enemy's attack,
on the 2d of July, it seems probablo that General
Meade, who had come upon the ground after mid
night, and, in the cemetery, had met and conferred
with Howard, anticipated that the weight of the
Confederate force would be thrown upon Cemetery
Hill, or else that the enemy would work around
our right in order to Ket possession of the Balti·
more pike. The fighting of the previous day had
given undue emphasis to the importance of this
end of the line. lam. disposed to believe that
General Meade's somewhat vague orders to Sickles,
and his failure personally to inspect the left of the
line after daybreak in the morning, ~ were the re
suIt of a conviction that the battle WII.8 to be fought
upon the center and right.

I have spoken of the orders to Sickles as some
what vague. It would be more correct to speak of
them 11.8 lacking emphll.8is rather than distinotness.
Tholle orders were explicit enough to have been
obeyed without difficulty, had proper care been
taken to observe them. They were, that Sickles
mould take up the position from which Geary's
division was to withdrsw, in order to rejoin its
own corps, the Twelfth, on the extreme right.
Little Round Top, which forms II. natural bastion,
enfilading the low" curtain" known 11.8 Cemetery
Ridge, strongly attracted the attention of Hanoock
on the afternoon of the 1st, and he dispatched
that division, the first of the Twelfth Corps to
arrive, with instructiona to take position on the
left of the First Corps and extend its own left to
the hill. These instructions Geary had intelli
gently earried out, some of his regiments passing
the night on Little Round Top. The slow devel
opment of Sickles's corps ~ had allowed Geary, in
pursuance of his own orders, to withdraw from his'
position of the night without being actually re
lieved therein; but II. very little of good stat! work
would have IlU1Iiced to show where the line had
been. Troops do not occupy ground without leav
ing palpable evidence of their presence. Mean
while, the Seeond Corps had come up and taken
position on Cemetery Ridge; the First Corps had
been eoncentrated on the right; and Sickles's
orders were repeated to him, by General Meade in
person, to extend his command from the left of
the Second Co!'ps over the grouud previously held

~ General Meade did, Indeed. ride over tbe line on
the lett, aboot 1 o'clock; but it W&8 then too dark to
Bee the wbole field, or to get a very clear view ot any
thinllf. - F. A. W.

} In bls letter to Colonel Benedict. MII.rt'h 18tb. 1870,
General X ..ade states that Geary intonned blm that,
.. alter walUnll' tor some time to be relievell, be sent to
General Sickles a staft'-oftlcer with instmctlons to ex
plain the position and Ita Importance, and to Mk. It
troopII could not be sent to relieve him, that General
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by Geary. Those inatructions should have suf
ficed; and yet the presence of General Meade for
but II. few moments, at that time, upon that part
of the line, would have added an assurance that
his plans were being carried out. As it proved,
it was left to Meade to ascertain, in the crisis of
the battle, that Little Round Top was unoccupied
and uncovered. The promptitude and energy of
that brilliant young officer, General G. K. Warren,
and his instantaneous acceptance of grsve re
sponsibility in detaching troops of the Fifth Corps
on II. hurried march to reenforce Sickles, finally
secured that vitKlIy important position.

It does not come within the scope of this paper,
nor is it necessary, to comment on the action of
General Sickles in advancing his troops to the
Emmitsburg road, breaking connection with Han
cock on the right, and leaving Little Round Top
undefended on his left and rear. There can be no
question that he both made II. mistake in point of
judgment and failed properly to subordinate his
views and acts to the instructions of his com
mander. That he defended the position he had
taken with courage and address, and that his
splendid troops exhibited unsurpassed gallantry
and resolution, must be admitted by even the se
verest critic. General Meade, who had sought to
withdraw the Third Corps from its false position,
was compelled to dl.'sist when the roar of musketry
told that the conflict had begun, and had to con
tent himself with reenforcing the widely extended
lines and hll.8tily stopping the gaps through which
the Confederates streamed in continually swelling
numbers. Few commanders ever showed more
resolution in fighting II. seemingly lost battle, ad
vanced their reserves more promptly, or stripped
other parts of their lines with less hesitation. The
Fifth Corps was instantly sent forward; Cald·
well's division and Willard's brigade, of the Second
Corps, were thrown into the furious fight; General
Meade himself bronght up the rellnforcements
from the First and Twelfth corps, which finally
completed the new line behind Plum Run, from
which the exhanated Confederates fell back at
nightfall. If one will compare the energy in which
this action was conducted by General Meade with
previous experiences of the Axmy of the Potomac,
especially remembering the manner in which Por
ter was left to be overwhelmed at Gaines's Mill, the
disconnected and desultory fighting at Antietam,
and the conduct of affairs at Chancellorsville, one
cannot fail to acknowledge that never before had
the divisions of that army so closely supported
each other or been so unreservedly thrown into
the fight when and where most needed. '\

The fall of night found the Potomac army in a
situation that demanded the most grsve and seri-

Sickles would seud one ot hill stall' to s& the ground
aud to place trooJlll tbere 011 tbelr arrival. He received,
tor reply, that General Sickles would attend to It In due
time. No oftloor or trooJlll eame."-F. A. W.

'\ .. YOIl handled your troops in tbat battle &II weD, It
not better, than any general h&ll bandied bis army dill'
inll' the war. You broulI'ht all your forces into action at
the right time and place, which no commander ot the
Army of tbe Potomac h&ll done betore."-1I.u.LBcX to
MEADE, July 28th, 181l3.-F. A. W.
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ous consideration. We had repulsed the last u
saults; but nearly twelve thousaud men had fallen
in the desperate battle of the aftemoon: our whole
left had been beaten back to the position assigned
it in the morning; the two corps chiell.y engaged,
the Third and Fifth, had been shookingly depleted:
the enemy had taken advantage of the abaence of
the greater portion of the Twelfth Corps to push
around our right and seize a part of our line, hold
ing, thus, an open gateway through which their
troops could be advanced to aeize the Baltimoro
pike. Itwu, indeeod, a gloomy hour when General
Meade BllIIembled his corps commanders to con
sult upon the situation and to frame plans tor the
morrow. Fortunately, the spirit of the army was
high and stem; the corps commanders were unani
mous in the opinion that the battle should be fought
out on existing lines; and the commander-in-chief
remained resolute in the face of the terrible re
sponsibilities confrontin~him.

It has been allegeod, with much of circumstance,
that General Meade sought to retreat from Gettys·
burlt, and he carried to his grave this arrow
rankling in his breast. Had that charge been
substantiated it would bave answered the double

*Betore tbe ('-ommlttoo 011 the Concluot of the War
General Meade testified lIl!I follows:

.. I h...e uude....lood that an Idea h.. pre..aIled lhat I
Inlen<led an onler .houM be 1••1100 011 the morning of the
2d of July. requiring the wlth,lrawal of the .rmy or the

purpoaeof diminishingthe fame of the eommandn
in-chief, r.nd of giving to the adVlUlce upon thE' left
the high credit of a movemeni which held thl' amy
at Gettysburg r.nd brought about the cODflid from
which its commr.nder was dispoBed to slink a1l'aY.

The day of the 2d of July divides itself. lor W
present purpose, into three periods: belore, duriDjr.
and after the battle of the aftemoou. lWgardill~

the first period, General Butterfield deelarPS that
General Meade directed him, as chief-ol-std, to
prepare plans for the withdrawal of the army.
Were this admitted, it would prove nothinlr. llin~

every general is bound to consider the continmer
of defeat. Moreover, at Gettysburg there Wall III

especial reason for being prepared for a snddcll
movement to the rear, inumuch as the pollitioD
which the army occupied was liable to 'be turnfd
on the left. There was another weakn_ of t~
position calling for special preeautionB, vi&.: thE'
roads by which the Union army would have had to
retreat, if beaten, ran back from the line 01 battle
at an acute angle. But Butterfield's stat~mt'tll

was directly contradicW by GeneT&1 118de.-!t
than whom no man wu more truthful. It is. mo!'f'
over, inconsistent with the dispatch II('nt to Hall....k

....tre.t of the arm,. from Oelt,."bul1r. whleh cmI............
l""uOO owlDIr .Imply to the at~1t of thfo ....emylla..lJu· r
"ented It. In reply to thaI. I ha..e only to..,. that I ha..''''
l'eC'olleclloD ofe.."r banulfdlreete<l oneh an _to1M' 1.M<l
or "Yrr h.\'InK OO1Ilfomplated the 1 11111' of ......11 .. """~.
• nd Ibat It 4008 _ to _ that too ylD~' .... .-100
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at 3 o'eloek in the afternoon: "I have delayed
attacking, to "llow the Sixth Corps and partll of
other corps to reach this place and rest the men.
Expecting a battle, I ordered all my trains to the
rear. U not attacked, and I can get any positive
information of the position of the enemy which
will justify me in so doing, I shall attack."

The charge that General Meade, durillg the
battle of the afternoon, actually undertook to re
treat from the presence of the enemy, is founded
upon a statement of General Ple88onton, dated Oc
tober 16th, 1865, that at 5 o'elsck, which was be·

Is m"'e acquatute,1 with the greal exertiou. I mmle tAl mao.
my army at OeUy.lmrg on the ulght of July 1.t, It muat
al'lk'ar entirely IlIcOloprehen.lble that I shoolol Older It tAl
retreat, after COlleCUDI( all my army there, before the enemy
had done anything to require me tAl malle a movement of that
ktDd."

At auother time Generalllleade te8tUled aa follows:

.. I deny uuoler the full solemnity and 8IIDcUty of my oath,
and in the 1Irm conviction that the ,lay will come when the
..,.,reta of all men shBl1 be known - I utterly deny ever having
Inkn.led or thought, for one Inatant, to withdraw that army,
unle.. the mll1tary contingencies, which the foture Mouid
dev.-Iop dnrlng the con..., of the day, might render it.matter
of neeeNIty Ulat the army .houid be withdrawn."

Of tbe wlbJ_s referred to by General Meade, Gen
eral Henry J. Hunt denied any knowl~ of sucb
an order or of .uch InteDUon to retreat. Bee olBo p.
2lI'i.

That pu1; of General Daniel Butterfteld'. teBtimony
I'elaUng to the matter readB a. follow.:

.. O ral Heade then directed me to prepare an order to
wlthd the arolY trom that po.IUon. I atated to him that
It would be n..-rJ that I·.houid know the exact poslUon of
the troop.....

QnellUon: .. What .Iay of the fight Wllll thla'"
Answer: -Thl. waa In the moru1ng of the 2d of Jnly,

before Ute battle of that day had commenced. I .tate.1 to
U ....enol llI_e that I ceuld not prepare the order properly
without flnt 1I0ing over the 1Ield and l18CertalDlnlJ tile poal.
tlons of eaell dIvlalon and corp. of tile army with relation
to the.-d.. Genet'lll llleade replle.\ that he could not walt
for lhat-that be couid ahow me wllere the troops were.
He then took a pencil and a piece of paper and made a rough
.kdch, abowlng the position of the dllferent corpa. I
alato'd '" him that tile order W811 ODe ~ulrlng a great deal
of care In ita prepa..tlon; that It Involved sometlllnl( more
than 101flaUce, .. we were In the preBenC8 of the enemy, aud
that whUe prepru1ng It I muat not be Interrupted by anybody
eomlnl( to me ...Ith dlapatehea or orde.... Be sald, •Very ...ell,
:rou "hall _ be Interrupted.' I told him I tbongllt I coul,l
not pnlJlU'l' the order without a more accurate Bketeh, and I
wonld have to send out to the corp. commanders to g!.ve me
a report of the poaltlon of their trooptlln relfllrd tAl the various
road", that In th" meanwhlla I oonl,l be .tudylnll the maps.
He ....lrt. ·Verywell,doao.' Iwentuptltalrs,anll,aftercarefully
atndylnjf tbe map., I prepared the order for the wltlldrawal
of the army from the field of Gettysborg. After fInlahlng It
I p........ntetl It to General Meade, and It met hla approval. I
tI,en stat",l tAl 111m that It ...oold be a greet deal better If that
ord..r to be executed, 811 It might Involve grave con88·
q....." If not properly executed, to .ubmlt It for ..refui
essml_tlon to eucb pneral olBcera ......ere then p.....eol,
wlUI a view of givlolJ them an OPPOrtUDlty of ftndlnlf aDY
fanlt with It then, so that no mlsunderatan,UDII' .hould arl.e
from tbe manner ID whleh It waa ...orded or expreaaed. He
..id there w.. uo objectton to havlnlJ ItdoDe, I called General
Hlhbon, who W... Prelk'1lt, and, I tllink. General William. an,l
General InJra11a, and atated to them tbat I lIad been directed
to l"""Pa... thla order, and that I wonld he very much obllll'ld
10 auy of them If they would look It over and point out any
faulta In It thAn, rather thaD after It was put Into execution;
that I deatTe<11t acrntlnlzed carefuUy with a vle... of .Uaoov.
rriDIf anytiling 10 It which might be mlanDder.tood. Some
of Cb_ oIIIcers- I do not remember which; I am very aure
General Gibbon wu one-I tbluk GeDeral Hancock wu there,
bat wbether he I'6Ad It over or not I am not Rure - BOme of

fore Sickles's line had given way, he was directed to
collect what cavalry he could and prepare to cover
a retreat, This, &gain, if admitted, would amount
to no more than a measure of precaution, But that
statement is not only wholly uncorroborated by
the official reports of the battle, Pleasonton's in
cluded, but it is inconsistent with Pleasonton's
own testimony before the Committee on the Con
duct of the War, in March, 1864, in the course of
which, on being asked whether he knew of General
Meade" ever having had any idea of retreating
from Gettysburg," he replied that he It did not.

the olBcers read It over and aald tllat ll1ey t110ulfht It wall
correctly l,rel'are.l. The corp. command.". were ll1en oent
for hy lIeneral Meade to report to I,oodquartera. The order
whlc.h I lIad prepared wa.. given to General Wllllama, and
..u copied by the clerka, or waa ID proc"". of belnA' copied
by them. Aa GeDeral Sickle. rode np to l,elldquarteMl, In
purauan"" of the request of General HeAtIe, tile battle broke
out 10 front of General Sickles'a corps, and there was DO

council Ileltl. General Slokl"" returneel immediately, and
every corpa commander lheu rode Immediately to Ilia com.
maud. Wltbout my memoranda I cannot fix tile 1I0ur of thtB
occurreDce, but It waa durlnlf the 2.1 day of JUly. . . ."

Question: .. Did till.. com.lon of GeDeral Sicklea'. corps
with the enemy prevent tbe order belDg executed which you
had prepared' ..

Anawer: .. It I. Impoealble for mt> t.o alate thAt, becaUB4l
General Meade had uot communicated tAl me hla tnteotlon
to execute the order regardleaa of thA opinion of lhe corps
commander.. or whether he Intended to have tile onler .ub
mltted to them. He merely directed me to prepare auch lUI

onler, Which I did. It la for him tAlaay whetller he Illtended
to execute It or not. He may have dealred It prepared for an
emergeDCY without uy 1'18... of eseeuUng It theu, or he may
have had It prepared WIUI a full view of Ita execution."

QneaUou: .. Tile oolll.loD of Sicklea'. troops with tile enemy
broke up the council! ..

AD....er: .. It prevented any COIIeultation of corps com
m....ders at tilat Ume. • . ."

Genel'lll Beth Williams, alIIIlltantlM\jutant-general on
Meade's atd, testified:

.. ID regard to ti,e order of tile ~\ of July, tAl tile beat of mT
recollectlou an.1 lIellef, the chlef",f·alalr eltller lIallded to me
or to my clerk aD order lool<lnll' to a contlnlfBncy wllich po.al.
bly might happeD, of tile army belnlJ compelled to aaanme a
new poaltlon, To tile be.t of my belief .ucll an order w....
prepared, and I I,reaume It may lIave1le6n .Igned by me and
poeslbly copl.. may have been prepared for the corpa and
other commandera. Orders of .Dcll character are uaually
made out ID manifold In onler tAl Bave time. The particular
order In quest.lou, 1I0wever, wa.never dlatrlbuted; no veaUge
of It I. to be found amonll' any of the recorda of my olBce, and
It mn.t have been destroyed wltl,lD aday or two arter It .....
prepared. I have no re..oD tAl aupp088 otller tllan the fact
that the onler w.. l(l\"8n to me or my chief clerk by tbe
chlef·of·ata1l', that General Meade had any knowledlle of It.
It w.. not for me tAl look beyond the orders of the chlef",f.
atalf. Whether or nota copy oftbatorder w.. g!.veu tAlM",or.
General Bntl.erlleld, who w.. tIlen acting a. chlef.of.•talr,
I am unahle to say, and I cannot eertalnly at&te whether the
rougb draft waa ever handed back tAl him. I only know that
there I. notiling In relallon to that onler to be found among
the reco\'fl. lu my charge. The order w811 never recorded, or
laaned ID any BeD... I do not now remember the exact tenor
of the order, bnt to the beet of my belief It waa an order
whlcb, If carried out, wouid have Involved a retrograde
movement of the amlY,"

Genel'lll John GIbbon testified that General Butter
field &8ked him to read the order for retreat and to com
pare It with a map. He added:

.. General Butterlleld dl.l not say Generalllleade dltllntend
to leave; he merely sald BOmethlnlJ tAl the etrect tllat It waa
nece.ll8ry tAl be prepared lu caae It alloDld be Deceaaary to
leave, or BOme remark of that kind. He then ,howed me the
order, and either he read It O\'er and I pointed out tbe placea
on the map, or I reacllt over and be pointed ont the placea to
wblch each corps ..... to RO. When he got through, I re
marked that It ...aa all correctly drawn up."
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remember." What is the degree of probability positions of the troops had been readjusted to
that a chief of cavalry, who had, on so important secure due strength in every part, when all the
an occasion as this, been engaged from 5 until 12 points from which effective artillery fire could be
o'clock in bringing up and disposing his troops to obtained had been occupied, and when the in
cover the retreat of his army, should, ftrst, have truding enemy upon the right had been driven
omitted to mention it in his official report, and, out in the early morning by the energetic attaek
seeondly, have failed to remember it nine months of the Twelfth Corps, reilnforecd from the Suth,
later, in reply to a specific and highly suggestive when all this had been done, little remained bnt
inquiry' to await the assault which it was known General

That on the evening of the 2d, after the battle, Lee must needs deliver, whether to prosecute his
General Meade was disinclined to await further enterprise or to excuse his retreat. .All that long
attacks in his position, is an imputation which morning, amid the dread silence, no man in the
rests upon much higher authority, for it has the Potom&<l army could conjecture where that 8SIl8ult
word of General Slocum, an officer of honor, dig- would be delivered; but no man in all that army
nity of character, and firmness of purpose. Re- doubted that it was to come.
ferring to the council of war, Genera.l Slocum, in At last the blow fell. As the spear of Menelaus
a letter da.ted February 19th, 1883, ma.kes the pierced the shield of his antagonist, cut through
following sta.tement: "When each officer had the shining breastpla.te, but spared the life, so
expressed his views Genera.l Meade sa.id: • Well, the division of Pickett, launched from Seminary
gentlemen, the question is settled j we will re- Ridge, broke through the Union defense, and for
ma.in here, but I wish to sa.y I consider this no the moment thrust its head of column within our
place to fight a ba.ttle.''' lines, threatening destruction to the Army of the

I would not speak lightly of any word of General Potoma.c; then the broken brigades ded, with the
Slocum, but it is far more probable that, at such a loss of more than half their numbers, aeross the
distance of time, he was mistaken, than that Gen- plain, which was shrieking with the fire of a hun
eral Sedj(wick had forgotten the incidents of the dred guns, and Gettysburg had been fought and
coundl when he wrote, on March 10th, 1864, "At won for the L'nion arms.
no time, in my presence, did the general command- Into the questions, whether Meade should not
ing insist upon or advise a withdrawal of the army." have followed up the repulse of Pickett with a

On the same point, General Gibbon wrote: "I general advance of his own line, or, failing this,
never heard General Meade say one word in favor have attacked Lee at Falling Waters, on the 13th
of a retrea.t, nor do I believe that he did so." of July, we have no call to l'nter. General ME'sde
General A. S. Willia.ms testified: ., I hea.rd no ex- was here entirely within his competence as the
prcssion from him which led me to think he was commander of a.n army. Any officer who is fit to
in fa.vor of withdrawing the army from before be intrusted with such a charge is entitled to the
Gettysburg." At a later dale, Genera.l Howard presumption that, for decisions Btlch as theSE', he
wrote to Colonel Geol'ltll Mea.de, "I did not hear had good and sufficient reasons, whatever may,
your father utter a. word which made me think tha.t a.t the time, have been the opinion of subordinates
he then favored a withdrawal of his troops." on whom did not rest the final responsibility of

Certainly, if Genera.l Meade had such a mo- success or failure; yet in fa.ct, in both these de
mentary feeling as General Slocum understood cisionll General Meade was supported by a pre
him to express, it W68 in direct contra.diction to ponderance of authoritative opinion among his
his acts and words a.nd bearing throughout those corps commanders and the sta1f-officers of graatE'st
three memorable days. At all other times his reputation.
spirit was bold and martial. From first to la.st I believe tha.t, a.s time goes on and the events of
he bore himself as one who ca.me to fight, who the la.st da.ys of June and the first days of July,
wanted to fight, and who could not ha.vetoo mnch 1863,are more and more carefully studied, in the
fighting on equal terms. Whatever opinion men light of all the facts, and with an impartial and
may hold a.s l{) the grade of Meade's generalship, disp68sionate spirit, the weighty judgment of the
those do him a gross injustice who represent him illustrious chief of the Union a.rtillery, General
as ever, in any ca.se, timid, vacillatinll, 01' reluc- Henry J. Hunt,.l! will be more and more fully ap
tant to encounter the enemy. On the contrary, he proved. "He W68 right in his orders as to Pipe
was a man in whom high military scholarship a.nd Creek; right, in his determination under eertain
a serious sense of responsibility were often in con- circumstances to fall back to it; right, in pushing
diet with" creature pugnacity" and stubbornness up to Gettysburg after the battle comment'ed;
of temper. right, in remaining there; right, in ma.king his

Of the battle of the third day, the purpose of battle a purely defensive one j right, therefore, in
thi1l paper requires us to say but little. When the taking the line he did; right, in not attemptinll' a
lines had been rectified upon the left, and the counter-attaek at any stage of the battle; right,
Round Tops had been made secure, when the 88 to his pursuit of Lee."

.l! In bil letter to General A. 8. Webb. Junary 111tb, 1888, quoted by permlMton.-F. A. W.



THE MEADE-SICKLES CONTROVERSY.

I. A LETTER FRO)! GENERAL MEADE. J

HEADQUARTERS, MILITARY DIVISION OF THE AT
LANTIC, PHILADELPHIA, March 16th, 1870.

[Private.]

[COLONEL] G. G. BENEDICT, Burlington, Vt.
DBAR BIR: I am in receipt of your letter of the

13th inat., as also the copies of the" Free PreBB,"
with editorials and comments on the addreBB of
Colonel [W. W.] Grout before the Oftlcers' Society
and LegislAture of the State.t

I have carefully read your articles And feel
personally under great obligations to you for the
clear and conclusive manner in which you have
vindiCAted the truth of history. I find nothing to
correct in your statements except a fact you men
tion, which is a misapprehension.

I did not invite General Humphreys to be my
chief-of-tlta1f till after the battle, because I did not
see him &!tel' &IIIluming commAnd till I met him on
the field, and besides I relied on him as a mainstay
in handling the Third Corps, and did not wish to
withdraw him from that position. ~

I did ask General [Seth] Williams to assume the
duties in addition to those of adjutant-general, but
he deelined. I also asked General Warren, then
my chief-of-engineers, to act temporarily as chief
of-staff, but he also declined taking on himself
additional duties. Under these circumstances I
asked General Butterfield to remain till I had time
to make permanent arrangements [see p. 243].
On the third day General Butterfield, having beeu
disabled by being struck with a fragment of a
spent shell, left the army, and a few days after
ward General Humphreys accepted my invitation.

My defense agaiust the charges and insinuations
of Generals Sickles and Butterfield is to be found
in my testimony before the Committee on the Con
duct of the War. I have avoided any controversy
with either of these oftlcers - though both ha.ve
allowed no opportunity to pass unimproved which
permitted them to circulate their ex-parte state
ments, and, as you justly say, to distort history for
their purposes. Both perfectly understand what
I meant by my ante-battle order, referring to Pipe
Creek, also my instructions to Butterfield on the
morning of the 2d, which he persists in calling an
order for retreat, in the face of all my other acts,
and of the fact that I did not retreat when I could
have done so with perfect ease at any moment.
Longstreet's advice to Lee [to move from his right
upon General Meade's communications] was sound
military sense; it was the step I feared Lee would
take, and to meet which ,nd be prepat'ed for
which was the object of my instructions to Butter
field, which he has so misrepresented. Now, let

me tell you another historieal fact. Lientenant
General Ewell, in " conversation held with me
shortly after the war, asked what would have been
the effect if at 4 P. M. on the 1st he had occupied
Culp's Hill and established batteries on it. I told
him that in my judgment, in the condition of
the Eleventh And First corps, with their morak
affected by their withdrawal to Cemetery Ridge
with the loss of over half their numbers in killed,
wounded, and missing (of the 6000 prisoners we
lost in the field nearly all came from these corps

1I0!iUJlEllT Il'I THB OETrY8BUaO CEIIETERY.

in the first day), his occupation of Culp's Hill, with
batteries commandingthe whole ofCemetery Ridge,
would have produced the evacuation of that ridge
and the withdrawal of the troops there by the
Baltimore Pike and Taneytown and Emmitsburg
roads. He then informed me that at 4 P. M. on
the 1st he had bis corps, 20,000 strong, In column
of attack, and on the point of moving on Culp'8
Hill, which he saw was unoccupied and commanded
Cemetery Ridge, when he received an order from
Geneml Lee directing him to assume the defen8ive
and not to advance; that he sent to General Lee
urging to be permitted to advance with his re
Ilerves, but the reply was a reiteration of the

J From the Philadelphia" Wookly Pre86."- EDITORS t~ the Committee on the Conduot ot the War, General
t The lIubetauce ot theee edJtoriata In the Burlington Meade, on a86umlng command ot the army at Frederick,

" Free Pre8tI" will be tOODd In the appendix to the 8OO0nd exp1'elll'ed hl8 detllre to appoint General HumphreY8 his
edition ot Colonel BenedJot'8 work, .. Vcrmont at Gettyll- ohlet-ot-etall', but that oftloer w1l1hlng to retain command
burg."-EDITOBB. ot 1118 dlv1lllon In the ThIrd COrp8 durlDK the Impending

~ According to General A. A. HnmphreY8'8 8tatement battle, the decl810n Wlloll polltponed.- EDITORS.
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THE MEADE-SICKLES CONTROVERSY.

previous order. To my inquiry why Lee had re
strained him, he said our troops comiug up
(Slocum's) were visible, and Lee was under the
impression that the greater part of my army wu
on the ground and deemed it prudential to await
the rest of his-u you quote from his report.

But suppose Ewell with 20,000 men had occu
pied Culp's Hill, and our brave soldiers had been
oompelled to evacuate Cemetery Ridge and with
draw on the roads &bove referred to, would the Pipe
Creek order have been so very much out of place'

That order wu to meet the very contingency
here in question, to wit: A part of my army, over
whelmed by superior numbers, compelled to fall
baek, and a line of b&ttle, formed to the rea.r of my
most advanced position, thu nece88itated.

As to Gener&l Sickles h&ving by his advance
bronght on &n attack, and thus compelled the bat
tle which decided the wa.r, you have completely
answered - &nd it is a very favorite theory with
the partisans of this officer. But these gentlemen
ignore tho fact that of the 18,000 men killed &nd
wouuded on the field during the whole battle more
th&n two-thirds were lost ou the second day, and
but for the timely advance of the Fifth Corps and
the prompt sending &portion on Round Top, where
they met the enemy almost on the crest and had a
desperate fight to secure the position -I say but
for thl:'se circumstances, over which Sickles had
neither knowledge nor control, the enemy would
have secured Round Top, planted his artillery
there, commanding the whole battle·field, and what
the result would have been I leave you to judge.
Now, when I wrote my report of the battle I
honestly believed Gener&l Sickles did not know
where I wished him to go, &nd that his error &rose
from &mis&pprehension of my orden; but I have
reoently le&med from General Geary, who had the
day before been sent by Hancock to hold the left,
and who in doing so had seen the great import&nce
of Round Top, aud posted a brigade on it, that on
the morning of the 2d, when he received my order
that he would be relieved by the Third CoTps and
on being relieved would rejoin his own corps
(Twelfth) on the right, after waiting for some

time to be relieved he sent to General Bickles a
staff-officer with instructions to explain tbe poori
tion and its importance, and to uk, if troopll
could not be sent to relieve him, tbat Gent-ral
Sickles would send one of his staff to Bee th~

ground, and to plaGe troopll tbere on their aninI.
He received for reply that Gener&l Sickles wouM
attend to it in due time. No officer or troops came.
and after waiting till his patience was exhaWited
Gener&l Geary withdrew and joinedhis corps. S'ow
my first orden to General Sickles were to relieve
the Twelfth Corps division (Geary's) and ()f'eupy
their position. Here is evidence that he knew the
position occupied by Geary's division, or could haV't'
known, and yet failed to occnpy it. Furthermore.
when be CAme to my beadquarten at about noon
and said he did not know wbere to go, I aosweM
"Why you were to relieve the Twelfth Corps."
He said they had no position; they were m-.I.
awaiting events. Tben it wu I told him hie rig'"
wu to be HallcocA;'1I ltJft, hiB It'ft on 1lotnId Top.
tDMO/t I poi"ttld Ollt. Now his right was thl'PE'-quar
ters of a mile in front of Hancock's left and his
left one-quarter of a mile in front of the buf" of
Round Top, leaviug that ~!I-]JQMt vltOCCllpj"j.

which onght to have been occupied by LoDgl'tJ't't"t
before we could get there with the Fifth CoI'JI".
Sickles's movement practically destroyed hie 01f1l

cOTps, the Tbird, caused a loss of 50 per cent. in
the Fifth Corps, and very heavilyd~ till!
Second Corps; all I said before, producing 66 pt'1'

eent. of the loss of the whole battle; and WiTh
what resultf - driving us back to the polIition he
was ordered to hold originally. These la- of the
first and second dayaiJected greatly the e8icil'Dcy
and moraUi of the army and prevented my havill$r
the audacity in the olfeuse that I might otbenriSf!
have had.

If this is an advantage - to be so crippled in
b&ttle without attaining an object - I mut eonfl:'~

I c&nnot see it.
Pardon my writing with 80 much prolixity. hut

your generou defense and the clea.r view you h.,-e
taken of the battle have led me to wander thllS far.

Very truly youn, Gw. G. MEADL

II. COJUIENT BY DAliIEL E. SICKLES, JlAJOa-GENERAL, u. s. A. J!
ONLY a CUnlOry perusal of General Meade's letter

snggests the reason why he wished it treated u
confidential. It mut have been written without
deliberation, without revision, and without com
parison with the official records. It contradicts
hi" own official report of the b&ttle made in Octo
ber, 1~63, and his testimony before the Committee
on the Conduct of the War, in March, 1864.

General Meade is altogether mistaken in speak
ing of charges and insinuations and &ttacks upon
him m&de by me. I have never spoken of his
conduct at Gettysburg except in my testimony
before the Committee on the Conduct of the W&r,
in February, 1864. General Meade's testimony
w&s given in the following month &nd with full

knowledge of all my statements, none of ...hi..h
were contradicted by him when be t-esti.fied. TIl,.
report of the Committee on the Conduct of th~ War
justified me and censured General Meadl:'.

It must not be supposed that Gener&l Meade had
a controveny with me only. Other corpe C'om
manden made protests when I W&ll silent. I
will only speak now of one or two &II eumpll:'1'.
Immediately after General Meade's report of tbt>
b&ttle of Gettysburg, M&jor-General Slocum, ('om
manding the right wing of the Army of the Pot~

mac at Gettysburg, in an official communiC'ati"D
to General Meade, arraigned him for a seriCt' of
inaccuracies, to use the mildest phrue. in GflDE'ftl

Meade's official report of Gettysburg, by ...hi~h

l From the .. New York Times" of AUgllst Uth, 1886. RevlsM by General81ck1es for tbte wortr,
June ~h. t8S8.-EDlTORS.
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grave injustice was done to Major-General Slocum
and the corps under hiB command. After reciting
so much of General Meade's report as relates to the
opera.tions of his command, General Slocum says:
•. Yet the facta in the case are very nearly the
reverse of the above in every particular, and
directly in contradiction to the facts as set
forth in the reports of General Gl.'ary and General
Williams."

Brigadier·General Williams, commanding the
Twelfth Corps, in an oft!.cialcommunication to lila
jor-Gilneral Slocum, dated December 26th, 1863,
points out four serious misstatementa in GeneTal
Meade's oft!.cial repoTt relating to the operations of
the Twelfth Corps on the 2d of July. The character
of these complaints will be undel"Btoodwhen I quote
from General Williams that they consist" in wholly
ignoring the opentions of the First Division" and
•• in repudiating most of the material statementa
of my report lUI temporary commander of this army
corps"; a1.Bo "in ignoring the splendid conduct of
Greene's brigade, which held our intrenched line
on the right," and in giving credit for Greene's
fight to Geary's division, which was not in the
fight at all, but got lost on the road to Two Tav
erns. General Williams concludes his protest in
these words, referring to General Meade's oft!.cial
report of Gettysburg: "I confe811 to have read that
part of his oft!.cial report relating to the Twelfth
Corps with a mixed feeling of astoniBbment and
regret.'"

I could amplify similar proofs, showing the chaT
acteriBtic inaccuracy of General Meade in his oft!.
cial reporta of his military operations, but will nut
now trespass upon your space in that direction.
General Meade knew nothing of Gettysburg. He
80 stat"d to the Committee on the Conduct of the
War. He speaks of Gettysburg in these words:
.. A place I had neveT seen in my life and had no
more knowledge of than you have now" (addross
ing the committee). This is not said censoriously,
for General Meade had only been in command thTee
days and had already chosen another battle-field,
on the line of Pipe Clay Creek, twenty miles dis
tant. General Meade was drawn to Gettysburg in
spite of his plans, becaUBe Lee had chosen Gettys
burg &8 his place of concentration, and becaUBe
Buford and Reynolds had accepted battle there,
forcing General Meade to give up his Pipe Creek
line and come to Gettysburg. I assisted in this, first,
by moving my corps twelve miles from Emmitsburg
to Gettysburg, on the afternoon of July 18t, to help
Howard after Reynolds fell; also by my letter to
General Meade, written at Gettysburg at 9 o'clock
on the night of July 1st, asking his approval of my
march, made without ordel"B, and urging him to
rome to Gettysburg with his army, describing it as
.. a good place to fight a battle," and pointing out
to him that ita weak place would be " on his left,"
&s it proved to be the next day, when I was un
supported for two hours in resisting Longstreet'l!
assault. After General Meade had brought his
forees up to Gettysburg and had reconnoitered
the position, he was dissatisfied, and frequently

spoke of it, during the 2d, as "no place to fight a
battle." He so expressed himself in the coUncil
of war held on the night of the 2d. After this
council had decided to stay and fight it out,
General Slocum thus describes what took place:
General Meade said, .. Well, gentlemen, the ques
tion is settled; we will remain here; but I wish to
say that I consider this no place to fight a battle."
This was after the combats of the 1st and 2d of
July, and after twenty thousand Union soldiers
had fallen on that field.

General Meade seemed to manifest resentment
against every corps commander who had been in
strumental in the choice of Gettysburg as our bat
tle-field. He owed his splendid position there to
Buford, Reynolds, and Howard, and the divisions
of Wadsworth, Doubleday, and Robinson. Yet all
of these oft!.cel"B, except Reynolds, who was killed,
suffered marks of his displeasure or were mentioned
with the scantiest l"6Cognition of their heroic con
duct. In Howard's case Congress interposed to do
him justice, when he received ita formal vote of
thanks for his choice of our position on Cemetery
Ridge, the Gibraltar of Gettysburg.

General Meade was surprised by the attack of
Longstreet, on the Union left, on the afternoon of
the 2d of July. No preparations whatever were
made by the commanding general to meet Long
street's assault. There was no order of battle.
General Meade had not pel"Bonally reconnoitered
the position, though frequently solicited by Genenl
Hunt, General Meade's chief of artillery, General
Warren, his chief of engineel"B, and myllelf, to do
so. This appears in the testimony of General
Hunt and in the report of General Tremain, my
senior aide-de-camp. Not only was no preparation
made by General Meade to meet the attack upon
his left,- the position I held,- but he deprived me
and himself of the mOllt effective support he had
on his left flank by the unaccountable withdrawal
of Buford's division of cavalry, which held the
Emmitsburg road and covered our left flank, in
cluding Round Top, until a late houron the morn
ing of the 2d. Gea.ry's division of infantry had
been withdT&wn from the left very early in the
morning of the 2d. These dispositions imposed
upon me, thus weakened by the withdrawal of two
divisions, the sole responsibility of resisting the
formidable attack of General Lee upon our lett
flank. The first support that reached me was
Barnes's division of the Fifth Corps; it got into
position a.fter 5 o'clock in the afternoon, two hours
after the battle opened.

The Comte de Paris, in his critical history of
the war, incomparably the ablest yet written, thus
speaks of the withdrawal of General Buford's
division:

"One of thOile blunders that frequently OOt'ur on the
battle-field W&R the means 01 compl'Omlalng the safety of
the Federal Une Just In that part which will he the fiJ:llt
to be menaced."

This was my front. The Count continues:
" Buford alone covered thla flank. Meade only learned

tbls fact at 1 o·clock. He Immediately directed Pleaeon-

, Bee foot-note. p. 3l6.- EDI'rOBl.
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ton not to stttp WIn ent1J'ely, but It 18 too IBte. Buford
18 gone; Merritt, who i.e coming from Emmitsburg, is
stlll far away, and Sickles !I&Il therefore only the Rldr
mlshers of h18 lufantry to wateh the movements of the
enemy, whose nwneroualndlcatlonB reveal his presence
In force on that Bide. . • • when, shortly after,
Sickles, being app~ of the untimely departure of
Buford, decided, In order to ward off aU surprlBe, to
replRCe him by causing h18 whole line of Bklrmlshers to
sdvanoe lIo8 far lIo8 the Emmitsburg road. Thl8 general,
whose mllltary lIlstinct has fathomed the enemy'slllten
tlous, juatly suspecting that Lee's main effort would
shortly be dJrt.·cted "Kullist that portion of the Fedcral
line which has been llitruBted to WIn, • • • has charged
(',olonel Berdan to push forward a recounotBsance. . • .
This . . . hllo8 revealed the presence of a numerous
enemy, who i.e mllo8k1ng hi.e movements and 86C1ILlI d18
posed to turn the Federal left. In the meanwhlle
81ckles, thinking only of the attack with which he
lH.>lleves himself menaced. !I&Il reqneated Meade to 86Ild
him fre8h instructions: • . • receiving no reply, he
repalrB to headquarten for the purpose of obtaining
them. • . . he Immediately requests his chief either
to ascertain for himself the nece88lty for making thl8
movement, or to send General Warren to settle the mat
ter III his place. Meade, being under the ImpreB8lon, no
doubt, that the attack of the enemy would not be aimed
at his left, . . • decllned either to leave his headquar
ten or to separate himself from General Warren."

Unfortunately, General Meade's whole attention,
tactically, was fixed upon hie right flank. He did
not believe that the enemy would attack his left,
although Hancock and myself had both of us
pointed out that his left was his vulnerable point
for attack. Apart from this tactical preoccupation
on his right, General Meade, as I have already said,
did not like Gettysburg as a battle-field and wanted
to get away from it. Hence we can undel'lltand,
and in another way, the withdrawal of Geary and
Buford from the left and his failure to send timely
reiluforeements to the almoBt uncovered left fil\nk.
At 3 o'clock in the afternoon of July 2d, a few mo
ments before Longstreet opened his &IlIlault, Meade
telegraphed to Halleck: "If satisfied the enemy
is endeavoring to move to my rear, I shl\ll fall back
to my supplies at Westminster." He had already
sent Buford there, two hoUl'll before. General
Meade'B chief-of-cavalry, Major-General Alfred
Pleaaonton, states that in the afternoon of the
2d of July General Meade "gave me the order to
get what cavalry and artillery I could as soon as
possible, and take up a position in the rear to cover
the retreat of the army from Gettysburg. I was
thns occupied until 10 o'clock at night, when I
waB recalled by an order from General Meade."

Meanwhile, although General Meade had no
order of battle, although his chief-of-artillery,
General Hunt, as he states in his testimony, knew
nothing of the intentions of his eommanding gen
eral, whether to 8tay or to go, or whether his tactics
were offensive or defensive if he staid; while his left
flank was being stripped of cavalry and of infan
try vital to its protection; while the commander
of the Third Corps, General Sickles, was left un
supported and without definite instructions, all was
different on the side of the enemy. From early dawn
on the morning of the 2d General Lee, with his Iieu
tenants and his staff, was in the saddle carefully
reconnoitering our left and making elaborate prep
arations for the _ult made at a later hour.
General Lee promulgated his order of battle. He

placed his infantry and his artillery in position.
He designated the divisions of his center and It."ft
to support Longstreet's assault. These diBpositiODB
made by Gtmeral Lee were disclosed by reconnois
aances made by General Birney, one of tbe greatest
soldiers produced by Pennsylvania. Birney com
manded my left division. To his vigilanct' and UD

erring military intuition General Meade owed the
timely warnings, again and again repeated by my
self and General Tremain, my senior aide, of the
enemy's movements imperiling the left flank of our
army. All admonitions were unheeded, deridt."d.
General Meade declined to accept any suggestion
that his left was in danger of attack.

It is a significant fact, never contradicted, that
at the moment when the battle of the 2d began,
General Meade was in consultation with his eorpe
commandel'll, a consultation which I was called
away from my front to attend. Finding myself in
the presence of the enemy, I B8ked to be excused
from attending the council of war. I was at ooce
peremptorily ordered to repair to General Meade's
headquartel'll. The report of my aide-de-camp that
I was momentarily expecting to be engagt.'d with
the enemy was disregarded, aud the order to leave
my command and report to headquarters was made
imperative. While I was on my way to headquar
ters the battle began on my front. General Meade
met me at the door of his house, excused me
from dismounting, authorized me to return to my
command, and said he would follow immediately.
This broke up the council, and the I'orps com
mandel'll repaired to their commands. This was at
3 in the afternoon. Gt'neral Meade soon aftt'r
ward met me at the front and witnessed the dis
positions which I was making, and which he did
not modify. And from that hour until 6 G'cl~k,

when I waB wounded, I did not receive any order
or instruction whatever from General Meade as to
the conduct of the battle.

The truth is that when I WBBsummoned to head
quartel'll at 3 o'cloek in the afternoon to attend this
council of war, I had become weary of so many
visits to headquartel'll during the day. Besides
my own repeated requeBts made in pel'llon to Gen
el'al Meade for instructions, General Tremain and
Colonel Moore, my aides, had been Bent again
and again to General Meade with repdtts of the
enemy's movementB on his left And 'with urgt'nt
representations from me of the neceasity of propt'r
dispositions and of rellnforeements.

General Meade states in his confidential lettt'r
to Colonel Benedict: "When SickleB came to my
headquarters about noon and said he did not kuow
where to go I answered, 'Why, you were to relieve
the Twelfth Corps.' He said they bad no position;
they were massed awaiting evente." To this I
answer from the l'ecord: Fil'llt, that the Twelfth
Corps was nevel' at any time, until the very cloSE'
of the battle on the 2d of July, in position on the
left. The position of the Twelfth Corps during all
the day of the 2d was on the right flank, mill'S
away from the left-as far away as Cnlp's Hill is
from Round Top i second, that Ge.ary'B division of
the Twelfth Corps was ordered by General Han
cock, on the evening of July 1Bt, "to the high
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grouud to the right of and near Round Top
mountain, commanding the Gettysburg and Em
mitsburg road, as well as the Gettysburg and
Taneytown road, to our rear" (see Hancock's
Oftlcial Report); third, that Birney, "under or
ders from Major-General Bickles, relieved Ge8ory's
division and formed a line resting its left on the
Sugar Loaf Mountain (Round Top), and the right
thrown in a direct line loward the Cemetery, con
necting on the right with the Becond Division of
this corps. My picket line was in the Emmitsburg
road with sharp-shooters some three hundred yards
in advance." (Bee Official Report of Major-Gen
eral Birney, commanding First Division, Third
Corps.)

These citations from the official reports of
Hancock and Birney prove that only one division
(Geary's) of the Twelfth Corps was temporarily
on the left; that this division was ordered there by
Hancock; that, pursuant to my orders, Birney re
lieved Geary's division and occnpied a. position
identical with that indicated by Hancock,-to
wit, .. to the right of 80nd near Round Top moun
tain, commanding the Gettysburg 80nd Emmits
burg road," etc.

General Meade is as unfortun8ote in dealing with
the Twelfth Corps, in his letter to Benedict seven
yeaI'll after the battle, 80S he was.in dea.ling with the
Twelfth Corps' movements in his offici8ol report of
Gettysburg. I h80ve already quoted General Will·
iams, commanding the Twelfth Corps, when he
exclaimed: "I have read General Meade's report
of the operations of the Twelfth Corps with aston
ishment and regret." I may be permitted to share
General Williams's astonishment and regret when
I read General Meade's report of the operations of
the Third Corps, my own.

General Meade proceeds in his confidential state
ment to Colonel Benedict: "Then it was I told him
his right was to be Hancock's left; his left on
Round Top, which I pointed out." To this I an
swer: First, that this statement is contradicted
by General Meade's official report of the battle,
and by his testimony before the Committee on the
Conduct of the War; second, it is contradicted by
the report of his chief-of-artillery, General Hunt;
third, it is absurd, topographic8olly and tactically;
fourth, my testimony before the Committee on the
Conduet of the War, in Febru8ory, 1864. presented
the facts, which are wholly different from Gen
eral Meade's statement in the Benedict letter,
Bnd which were not denied by him when he testi
fied in the following month. My statement in
regard to the operations of the Third Corps at
Gettysburg from the beginning to the end was
never publicly contradicted by General Meade, so
far &8 I have been informed. Certainly it was
never contradicted by him or anyone else offi
cially. The War Department records have been
ransacked and searched in vain for testimony to
uphold these assertions of General Meade in re
gard to the position of the Third Corps. Failing
to find Bny testimony from the records contradict
ing my declarations at Gettysburg on the 2d of
July last, this confldentialletter of General Meade,
written in 1870, is brought to light, most impru-

dently, I think, to uphold a contention absolutely
unsupported by anything in the official records of
the battle.

You have not the ~ace to give me for citations
from the testimony of Meade, Hunt, and Bickles
before the Committee on the Conduct of the War,
nor for extracts from the official reports of Gen
erals Meade, Birney, and Humphreys. It is enough
for me to state distinctly, and this can be verified
by anyone who chooses to consult the record, that
General Meade nowhere pretends in his official
report, or in his testimony before the Committee
on the Conduct of the War, that I was to occupy
Round Top. He states that he expected me to oc
cupy Geary's position. Hancock's report proves
that Geary was ordered to the right of Round Top,
- precisely the ground I held, extending my left to
the Devil's Den and my right toward the Emmits
burg road. General Tremain, my aide-de-camp,
in compliance with my instructions, pointed out
to General Meade, during the morning of the 2d,
the importance of Round Top and the need of
troops to OCCIlPY it; likewise the importance of the
Emmitsburg road and the intersecting roads lead
ing to our left, all of which positions, including
Round Top, had been stripped of defense by the

.removal of Buford and his division of cavalry.
Against this abandonment of Round Top and the
Emmitsburg road I personally protested to General
Meade at his headquarter", and so testified to the
Committee on the Conduct of the War, uncontra
dicted by General Meade.

General Meade's statement, I repeat, is absurd,
tactically andtopographically, because it designates
a line and positions for the Third Corps which it
could not have occupied by reason olthe greateIten
"ion of the line and the number of troops required
to hold Round Top. The distance from Hancock's
left to Round Top is stated by the Comte de Paris
to be a mile and a quarter, that is to say, 2200
yards. The front of the Becond Corps, Hancock's,
which was stronger than mine, was only twelve
hundred yards, so that my line, if taken according
to General Moade's confidential letter, from Han
cook's left to and including Round Top, and the
necessary force to hold th80t natnral fortress, would
have been a mere skirmish line utterly incapable
of resisting assaultin~columns. Moreover, the di
rect line from Hancock's left to Round Top was 1Io

line through swale, moraSIl, swamp, bowlders, and
forest and tangled undergrowth, unfit for infantry,
impracticable for artillery, and hopelessly domi
nated by the ridge in front, which I would have sur
rendered to Lee without 0. blow if I had attempted
to eIecute the impossible order General Meade
confidentially states to his correspondent that he
gave me. Nay, more, if I had. occupied the line
General Meade represents in 1870 that he told
me to take, I would have had no positions what
ever for my artillery over one half of my line, and
would have surrendered to Lee the positions for
his artillery which he states in his official report
it was the object of his movement to gain. In otller
words, the line indicated by General Meade in his
confidential letter is one that would have aban
doned to the enemy all the vantage·ground he
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sought and had to fight for all the afternoon. ADd
this vantage-ground, by which I mean the ElDIDitll
burg road ridge, the Devil's Den, the Emmitsburg
road itself, and the intersecting roads leading to
our left, once in possession of the eO\lmy without
loss, would have enabled him to deliver his aSllllult
upon me in the position indicated by General
Meade, three hours before it was delivered, and
with advantage of position and force that would
have given Lee the victory.

General Meade proceeds: "Now, his right WNI

three-quarters of a mile in front or Hanoock's left
and his left one-quarter of a mile in front of the
base of Round Top, leaving that key-point unoceu
pied, which ought to have been occupied by Long
street before we could get there with the Fifth
Corps." To this I answer: First, that I was in
the right place to defend Round Top when I put
myself in front of it, and I staid there until after 5
o'clock, giving General Meade time to bring up the
Fifth Corps from the right, where he had kept it
all day; second, that if I had not put my troop. in
position in front of Round Top, Longstreet would
have occupied it at any time during the two hours
that elapsed before the Fifth Corps was brought
over from the right to occupy it; third, my line
was a good one, but there were not troops enougho
.t hand early in the day to hold that line, or any
other line, against the forces employed by Lee in
the attack. H the reenforcements which came up
from 5 o'clock to 6 : 30 had arrived three hours ear
lier, Longstreet's assault on the second would have
been repulsed a. promptly and decisively as on
the third day; fourth, look at the ground occupied
by my corps, and then compare its advantages over
Meade's line, extending from Cemetery Ridge to
Round Top,- and the discU88ion will not last long.

General Meade proceeds: "Sickles's movement
practically destroyed his own corps, the Third;
eaused a loss of 50 per cent. in the Fifth Corps, and
very heavily damaged the Second Corps, producing
66 per cent. of the 1018 of the whole battle." To this
I answer: First, that the 10886s of the Fifth Corps
in the entire Gettysburg eampaign, killed, wounded,
captured, and missing, were 2187, out of an aggre
gate of 12,000, by which it appears - I speak
from the ofticisl record - that General :Meade
confidentially more than doubled the loss of the
Fifth Corps, an inexcusable dilll'egard of fact with
the record before hIm; second, when General
Meade says that the Third Corps was practically
destroyed on the 2d of July he is contradicted by
the two division commanders, Humphreys and
Birney, and by Graham and Cs.rr, and by De Tro
briand, Ward, Burlin~, and Brewster. Not to
weary the readers with extracts from the reports
of all theBe distinguished Third Corps eommanders,
I will cite an eltample from the report of General
Joseph B. Carr. General Carr, in his ofticial re
port, states: II Notwithstanding my apparently
critical potIition I could and would have maintained.
it but for an order received direot from Major
GJneral Birney, eommanding the corps, to fall
back to the Cl"OlIt of the hill in my rear." This
wat' between 6 and 7 o'clock in tile evening, after
I had been wounded. Geuel'l.1 CUT })TOCl84Ids:

.. At that time I have no doubt I coll1d have
charged on the rebels and driven them in confWlion,
for my liue was IItill perfeet and unhroken and
my troops in the proper spirit for the performance
of such a task. Alter I had reached the position
dellignated by General Birney, the brigade was
rallied by my &BBistant adjutant-general and aides
and moved forward, driving the enemy and eaptur
ing many prisoners. I continued. to advance until
I again occupied the field I had a few moments be
fore vacated. Here my command remained until
morning." This was the right of my line.

General Meade declares that my movement pro
duced .. 66 per cent. of the 1088 of the whole battle,
and with what result' Driving us back to the p0

sition he [Sickles] was ordered to hold originally."
To this I answer: First, that the position of the
troops on our left at the dose of the battle on the
2d of July, was not in any particular, in any part
of the line on the left, &S General Meade confiden
tially informs Colonel Benedict. On my extreme
right, as I have just proved from Carr's report, the
Third Corps held its advanced potIition. On my
left, that is to say, on the left flank of the army,
General Crawford's splendid divillion of Pennayl
vania Reserves held my advanced position to the
stone wall, south of the wheat-field, in advance of
Round Top. The other divisions of the Fifth
Corps occupied both Round Tops, Little and Big,
with the Sixth Corps-the stronget!t corps in the
army, under Sedgwick-in reserve to our left,
and the Twelfth Corps, under Williams, broUftht
over from the right, and the First Corps, under
Newton, in support; making a total ofover 40,000
infantry in position on the left to protect that
flank against the al8&ult which General Meade
intimates he expected the Third Corps to !'e'pel
alone. Second, General Meade, in his exaggerated
estimate of his losses on July 2d, which he repre
sents 88 66 per cent. of the entire loBS of hiB army
during the three days of conflict, would Mem to
hold me not only respollllible for the 1088118 in my
own corps and for the other corps moved up to
Bave the left and rear of his army, but also for the
losses on the right at Culp's Hill. In other worda,
General :Meade's statement is difficult to reconcile
withthe respect due to his high potIition and the am
ple means of infonnation always aceeBBible to him.

The 10886son the 2d of July, although 1&J'g(l and
serious, were inevitable. So far as my observa
tion enabled me to judge, and I was on thl' line
of battle until I was wounded, our losses are
attributable only to the aasaults, -ngorollll, pennst
t>nt, and prolonged, from 3 o'olock until dark, of an
ably led enemy, one who had staked everything
upon the issue; and the oftioial Confederate re
port. show that Lee's 10BSes on t.he 2d of July,
especially in the divisions of Hood, MeLaws, and
ADdt>rson, and in their artillery, wt>re quite as larp:e
as ours, and perhaps larger. All I haTe already
shown, if I had received this asl&.l1t in the position
General Meade sayahe designed I should~,then
indeed would my corps have been virtually de
stroyed and the enemy in poaellllion of our left
bnk and re.... before the troops I have enumer
ated. eould have been brought up.



THE MEADE-SICKLES CONTROVERSY.

In conolusion allow me to show that General
Meade's letter, so far as it relates to the orders
and instruotions therein alleged to have been
given to me, is flatly oontradicted by his own
official report of the battle and by his sworn
testimony before the Committee on the Con
duct of the War. In his official report General
Meade says that" the Second and Third corps
were directed to oocupy the continuation of the
Cemetery Ridge on the left of the Eleventh Corps."
That is the only statement in General Meade's
ollieial report to indicate the position of the Third
Corps. No mention is made of the oocupation
of Round Top, which is a mile and more from
Cemetery Ridge and in advance of it. Now we
will see how guardedly he speaks of it in his
testimony: "About 3 or 3: 30 o'clock in the
afternoon I proceeded from my headquarters to
the extreme left in order to see to the posting of
the Fifth Corps, also to inspect the position of
the Third Corps, about which I was in doubt.
General Sickles had said to me earlier in the day
that there was in the neighborhood of where his
corps was some very good ground for artillery, and
that he should like to have some sta1f-officer of
mine go out there and see as to the posting of
artillery. He also asked me whether he was not
authorized to post his corps in such manner as in
his judgment he should deem the most suitable.
I answered General Sickles: 'Certainly, within
the limits of the general instruction I have given
you. Any ground within those limits you choose
to occupy I leave to you,' and I directed Brigadier
General Hunt, my chief-of-artillery, to accompany
Sickles and examine and inspeet such positions as
General Sickles thought Rood for artillery, and to
give General Sickles the benefit of his judgment."

General Meade's" general instructions" to me
were all verbal and extremely vague and indefinite.
As I have said, he was wholly preoccupied with his
right flank. None of his instructions contemplated
the probability of an attack on his left. The only
definite instruction that reached me from General
Meade before the battle opened on July 2d was
that I should relieve Geary's division, which he had
ordered over to the right. I at once reported to
him that I found no troops on the left, exeept Bu
ford's cavalry; that Geary's division had not been
in position at all; that it was ma.ssed to the right
of Round Top during the night of the 1st of July,
and had moved over to Culp's Hill before I had
received his inBtructions to relieve it. In fact
this was the only instruction, general or particu
lar. the only order of any nature or kind, that I
had reeeived from General Meade on the 2d of
July from daybreak in the morning until 6 o'clock
in the evening, when I wall wounded. I had no
communication from General Geary whatever. He
had left the field, and there was no statJ-officer or
repre!l8ntative of General Geary to indioate his
position, and for obvious reasons, because he wall
not in position. He had bivouacked for the night

on the left, and when his corps, under Slocum,
went into position on Colp's Hill on the right he
followed it.

I am persuaded that Generals Slocum, Howard,
Pleasonton, Doubleday, Robinson, Howe, and Will
iams, and other corps and division commanders of
the Army of the Potomac would agree with me in
the observation that General Meade was very im
perfeotlyinformedas to the movements and opera'
tions of his corps, divisions, and brigades of the
army, during the first and second days of July,
1S6a. I am unwilling to attribute to General Meade
an intention to do injustice to any of the troops un
der his command, yet much, very much, injustice
was done. No adequate recognition was accorded
to the First and Eleventh corps, by whose sacrifices
and by the sagacity of whose leaders we seized from
the enemy the impregnable position of Cemetery
Ridge. The heroic stand made by John Buford on
the Cashtown road on the morning of the 1st of
July; the brilliant deployments of his cavalry,
holding the enemy in check for hours until Rey
nolds came up with his leading division under
Wadsworth, are barely mentioned. In truth the
cavalry under Pleasonton and Buford and Gregg
and Kilpatrick, to which General Meade owed so
much of his snccess, and the artillery under
General Hunt, equally brilliant in its service, re
ceived no adequate appreciation. I have already
given examples in which whole corp8 and divis
ions of infantry are placed in positions by Gen
eral Meade, in his report, other than those they
occupied, so that it will be seen that it is by no
means myself alone who complain of injustice
at the hands of General Meade. In my belief
the forced march I made of twelve miles over '"
diflicult road in the heat of a July afternoon, with
troops which had been without re8t from the Rap
pahannock to the heart of Pennsylvania, a march
made without orders, on my own respoDsibility, to
help the overtasked troops of Howard - in my be
lief tbis was a 80ldierly act that deserved recog
nition at the hands of the commanding general.
Yet it is not mentioned either in General MeAde's
official report or in hiB confidential letter. Why
is it that General Meade is so unwilliug to prai!l8
where praise might be bestowed, and i8 so lavish of
censure where censure might be more gracefully
suppres!l8d, even if an error of judgment had been
committed by an officer who paid dearly enough
for the zeal which exposed himself and his com
mand to the shock of the enemy's a8saults t " I
am of the opinion," says General Meade in his
testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of
the War, "that General Sickles did what he
thought was for the best, but I differed from him
in judgment." Here is no qnestion of orders diso
beyed or of instructions disregarded, and here I
leave the issue where GeneAl Meadc pnts it.
Military critics more competent than I will decide
whether General Meade's judgment or my judg
ment was correct.
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BY JOHN D. IMBODEN. BRIGADIER-GENERAL, C. 8. A.

D URING the Gettysburg campaign, my command-an
independent brigade of cavalry-was engaged, by Gen

eral Lee's confidential orders, in raids on the left flank of
his advancing army, destroying railroad bridges and C'ut
ting the canal below Cumberland wherever I could-so
that I did not reach the field till noon of the last day's
battle. I reported direct to General Lee for orders, and
was assigned a position to aid in repelling any cavalry
demonstration on his rear. None of a serious charact€'r
being made, my little force took no part in the battle, but
were merely spectators of the scene, which transcended ill
grandeur any that I beheld in any other battle of the war.

When night closed the struggle, Lee's army was re
puls~d. We all knew that the day had gone against us,

., _., •• ...,. '0 ou but the full extent of the disaster was only known ill
"000••'." high quarters. The carnage of the day was generally

understood to have been frightful, yet our army was not in retreat, and it
was surmised in camp that with to-morrow's dawn would come a renewal of
the struggle. All felt and appreciated the momentous consequences to the
cause of Southern independence of final defeat or victory on that great field.

It was a warm summer's night; there were few camp-fires, and the weary
soldiers were lying in groups on the luxuriant grass of the beautiful mead
ows, discussing the events of the day, speculating on the morrow, or watch
ing that our horses did not straggle off while browsing. About 11 o'clock a
horseman came to summon me to General Lee. I promptly mounted and,
accompanied by Lieutenant George W. McPhail, an aide on my staff, and
guided by the courier who brought the message, rode about two miles toward
Gettysburg to whet'e half a dozen small tents were pointed out, a little wa)'
from the roadside to our left, as General Lee's headquarters for the night. On
inquiry I found that he was not there, but had gone to the headquarters of
General A. P. Hill, about half a mile nearer to Gettysburg. When we reached
the place indicated, a single flickering candle, visible from the road through
the open front of a common wall-tent, exposed to view Generals Lee and
Hill seated on camp-stools with a map spread upon their knees. Dismount
ing, I approached on foot. After exchanging the ordinary salutations Gen
eral Lee directed me to go back to his headquarters and wait for him. I did
so, but he did not make his appearance until about 1 o'clock, when he caml'
riding alone, at a slow walk, and evidently wrapped in profound thought.

When he arrived there was not even a sentinel on duty at his tent, and no
one of his staff was awake. The moon was high in the clear sky and the
silent scene was unusually vivid. As he approached and saw us lying on the

uo
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grass under a tree, he spoke, reined in his jaded horse, and essayed to dis
mount. The effort to do so betrayed so much physical exhaustion that I
hurriedly rose and stepped forward to assist him, but before I reached his
side he had succeeded in alighting, and threw his arm across the saddle to
rest, and fixing his eyes upon the ground leaned in silence and almost motion
less upon his equally weary horse,-the two forming a striking and never-to
be-forgotten group. The moon shone full upon his massive features and
revealed an expression of sadness that I had never before seen upon his face.
Awed by his appearance I waited for him to speak until the silence became
embarrassing, when, to break it and change the silent current of his
thoughts, I ventured to remark, in a sympathetic tone, and in allusion to
his gl'~t fatigue:

"General, this has been a hard day on you."
He looked up, and replied mournfully:
" Yes, it has been a sad, sad day to us," and immediately relapsed into his

thoughtful mood and attitude. Being unwilling again to intrude upon his
reflections, I said no more. After perhaps a minute or two, he suddenly
straightened up to his full height, and turning to me with more animation
and excitement of manner than I had ever seen in him before, for he was a
man of wonderful equanimity, he said in a voice tremulous with emotion:

"I never saw troops behave more magnificently than Pickett's division of
Virginians did to-day in that grand charge upon the enemy. And if they
had been supported as they were to have been,- but, for some reason not yet
fully explained to me, were not,- we would have held the position and the
day would have been ours." After a moment's pause he added in a loud
voice, in a tone almost of agony, "Too bad! Too bad! OH! Too BAD I " J

I shall never forget his language, his manner, and his appearance of mental
suffering. In a few moments all emotion was suppressed, and he spoke feel
ingly of several of his fallen and trusted officers; among others of Brigadier
Generals Armistead, Garnett, and Kemper of Pickett's division. He invited
me into his tent, and as soon as we were seated he remarked:

10f interest in this connection is a letter written
by General Lee to Mr. Davis from Camp Orange
on the 8th of August, 1863, lLnd first printed in
"A Piece of Secret History," by Colonel C. C.
Jones, Jr., in "The Century" (old series) for Feb
ruary, 1876. In this letter General Lee speaks
in the highest terms of his army, and says, in
part :
..... We mullt espect revel'llll8, even defeats. They

are sent to teach U8 wl8dom and pmdence, to call forth
Itte&ter energ!llB. and to prevent Ollt falling Into greater
d1l!alIten. Our people have only to be true and united,
to beaT mantuIly the millfortunes Incident to war. and
all w1ll come right In the end.

.. I bow how prone we are to ceDl'nre. and how ready
to blame others for the nonfnltlliment of onr expect&
tlonll. This 18 unbecoming In a generouR people. and I
grieve to see Its expre88lon. The general remedy for
the want of suooess In a mlUtAry commander Is his
removaL This Is natuml, and In many instances proper.
For. no matter what may be the abtuty of the olllcer.
if be 1_ the contldenoo of his trooPS. d1saIIter mnllt
lIOODer or later ensne.

.. I bave been prompted by these re1l.eetions more than
once since my retlltD from Penna. to propose to yoW'
Exc'y the propriety of eelecting another commander for
this army. I have seen and heard of expreBBlons of dls
content In the pnbllc Journa18 at the result of the expe
dition. I do not know how far this feeling extends In
the anny. My brother olllcers have been too Idnd to re
port it. and 80 fBl'the troops have been too generonll to
exhibit It. It 18 fair, however, t{) suppose that It d06ll
exist, and success Is so necessary to us that nothing
should be r18ked to secure It. I therefore, In all sincer
Ity, reqnest your Exc'y to take measures to snpply my
place. I do this with the more earnestneBB beC&UlK\ no
one 18 more aware than myself of my Inability for the
dnties of my position. I cannot even accomplish what
I myself desire. How can I fu1tlll the expectations of
others' • . .

.. I hl&vc no complaints to make of anyone but myself.
I have received nothing bnt ldndnlllls from those above
me, and the most considerate attention from my com
rades and companions In arms. To yonr Excellency I
am specially Indebted for uniform lrtndnells and consid
eration. You have done everything In your power to aid
me In the work committed to my charge, without omit
ting anything to promote the general welfare. • . ."

I
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" We must now return to Virginia. As many of our poor wounded as
possible most be taken home. I have sent for you, because your men and
horses are fresh and in good condition, to guard and conduct our train back
to Virginia. The duty will be arduous, responsible, and dangerou.~ for I
am afraid you will be harassed b)· the enemy's cavalry. How many men
have you f"

"About 2100 effective present, and all well mounted, including McClana
han's six-gun battery of horse artillery."

" I can spare you as much artillery as you require," he said, "but no other
troops, 88 I sball need all I have to return safely by a different and shorter
route than yours. The batteries are generally short of ammunition, but you
will probably meet a supply I have ordered from Winchester to Williamsport.
Nearly all the transportation and tbe care of all tbe wounded will be intrusted
to you. You will recross the mountain by the Chambersburg road, and then
proceed to Williamsport by any route you deem best, and without a halt till
you reach the river. Rest there long enough to feed your animals; then ford
the river, and do not halt again till you reach Winchester, where I will
again communicate with you."

After a good deal of conversation about roads, and the best disposition of my
forces to cover and protect the vast train, he directed that the chiefs of his staff
departments should be waked up to receive, in my presence, bis orders to col
lect as early next day as possible all the wagons and ambulances which I was
to convoy, and have them in readiness for me to take command of them.
His medical director [Dr. Lafayette Guild] was charged to see tbat all the
wounded who could bear the rough journey should be placed in the empty
wagons and ambulances. He then remarked to me that his general instructions
would be sent to me in writing the following morning. As I was about leav
ing to return to my camp, as late, I think, as 2 A. M., he came out of bis t~nt

to where I was about to mount, and said in an undertone: "I will pl.aee in
your hands by a staff-officer, to-morrow morning, a sealed package for Presi
dent Davis, which you will retain in your possession till you are across the
Potomac, when you will detail a reliable commissioned officer to take it to
Richmond with all possible dispatch and deliver it into the President's own
hands. And I impress it on you that, whatever happens, this package must
not fall into the hands of the enemy. If unfortunately you should be
captured, destroy it at the first opportunity."

On the morning of July 4th my written instructions, and a large official
envelope addressed to President Davis, were handed to me by a st&ff-officer.

It was apparent by 9 o'clock that the wagons, ambulances, and wounded
could not be collected and made ready to move till late in the afternoon.
General Lee sent to me eight Napoleon guns of the fumous Washington Artil
lery of New Orleans, under the immediate command of Major Eshleman, one of
the best artillery officers in the army, a four-gun battery under Captain Tan
ner, and a Whitworth under Lieutenant Pegram. Hampton's cavalry brigade,
then under command of Colonel P. M. B. Young, with Captain James F. Hart's
four-gnn battery of horse artillery, was ordered to cover the rear of all trains
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moving under my convoy on the Chambersburg road. These 17 guns and
McClanahan's 6 guns gave us 23 pieces in all for the defense of the trains.

Shortly after noon of the 4th the very windows of heaven seemed. to have
opened. The rain fell in blinding sheets; the meadows were soon overflowed,
and fences gave way before the raging streams. During the storm, wagons,
ambulances, and artillery carnages by hundreds-nay, by thousands-were
assembling in the fields along the road from Gettysburg to Cashtown, in one
confused and apparently inextricable mass. As the afternoon wore on there
was no abatement in the storm. Canvas was no protection against its fury,
and the wounded men lying upon the naked boards of the wagon-bodies were
drenched. Horses and mules were blinded and maddened by the wind and
water, and became almost unmanageable. The deafening roar of the mingled.
sounds of heaven and earth all around us made it almost impossible to com
municate orders, and equally difficult to execute them.

About 4 P. M. the head of the column was put in motion near Cashtown,
and began the ascent of the mountain in the direction of Chambersburg. I
remained at Cashtown giving directions and putting in detachments of guns
and troops at what I estimated to be intervals of a quarter or a third of a mile.
It was found from the position of the head of the column west of the moun
tain at dawn of the 5th - the hour at which Young's cavalry and Hart's
battery began the ascent of the mountain near Cashtown - that the entire
column was seventeen miles long when drawn out on the road and put
in motion. As an advance-guard I had placed. the 18th Virginia Cavalry,
Colonel George W. Imboden, in front with a section of McClanahan's battery.
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Next to them, by request, was placed an ambulance carrying, stretched side
by side, two of North Carolina's most distinguished soldiers, Generals Pender
and Scales, both badly wounded, but resolved to bear the tortures of the
journey rather than become prisoners. I shared a little bread and meat with
them at noon, and they waited patiently for hours for the head of the column
to move. The trip cost poor Pender his life. General Scales appeared to be
worse hurt, but stopped at Winchester, recovered, and fought through the war.

After dark I set out from Cashtown to gain the head of the column during
the night. My orders had been peremptory that there should be no halt for
any cause whatever. If an accident should happen to any vehiele, it was
immediately to be put out of the road and abandoned. The column moved
rapidly, considering the rough roads and the darkness, and from almost every
wagon for many miles issued heart-rending wails of agony. For four hours
I hurried forward on my way to the front, and in all that time I was neyer
out of hearing of the groans and cries of the wounded and dying. Scarcely
one in a hundred had received adequate surgical aid, owing to the demauds
on the hard-working surgeons from still worse cases that had to be left
behind. Many of the wounded in the wagons had been without food for
thirty-six hours. Their torn and bloody clothing, matted and hardened, was
rasping the tender, inflamed, and still oozing wounds. Very few of the
wagons had even a layer of straw in them, and all were without springs.
The road was rough and rocky from the heavy washings of the preceding
day. The jolting was ·enough to have killed strong men, if long exposed to
it. From nearly every wagon as the teams trotted on, urged by whip and
shout, came such cries and shrieks as these:

" 0 God I why can't I die T"
" My God I will no one have mercy and kill me , "
" Stop! Oh! for God's sake, stop just for one minute; take me out and

leave me t{) die on the roadside."
"I am dying! I am dying! My poor wife, my dear children, what will

become of you T"
Some were simply moaning; some were praying, and others uttering the

most fearful oaths and execrations that despair and agony could wring from
them; while a majority, with a stoicism sustained by sublime devotion to the
C811se they fought for, endured without complaint unspeakable t{)rtures, and
even spoke words of cheer and comfort to their unhappy comrades of less will
or more acute nerves. Occasionally a wagon would be passed from which only
low, deep moans could be heard. No help could be rendered to any of the
BUfferers. No heed could be given to any of their appeals. Mercy and duty
to the many forbade the loss of a moment in the vain effort then and there t{)
comply with the prayers of the few. On! On! we must move on. The stm"m
continued, and the darkness was appalling. There was no time even t{)
fill a canteen with water for a dying man; for, except the drivers and the
guards, all were wounded and utterly helpless in that vast procession of
misery. During this one night I realized more of the horrors of war than I
had in all the two preceding years.
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And yet in the darkness was our safety, for no enemy would dare
attack where he could not distinguish friend from foe. We knew that
when day broke upon us we' should be barassed by bands of cavalry hanging
on our flanks. Therefore our aim was to go as far as possible under cover
of the night. Instead of going through Chambersburg, I decided to leave
the main road near Fairfield after crossing the mountains, and take" a near
cut" across the country to Greencastle, where daybreak on the morning of
the 5th of July found the head of our column. We were now twelve or
fifteen miles from the Potomac at Williamsport, our point of crossing into
Virginia.

Here our apprehended troubles began. After the advance - the 18th Vir
ginia Cavalry - had passed perhaps a mile beyond the town, the citizens to
t.he nnmber of thirty or forty attacked the train with axes, cutting the spokes
out of ten or a dozen wheels and dropping the wagons in the streets. The
moment I heard of it I sent back a detachment of cavalry to capture every
citizen who had been engaged in tbis work, and treat them as prisoners of
war. This stopped the trouble there, but the Union cavalry began to swarm
down upon us from tbe fields and cross-roads, making their attacks in small
bodies, and striking the column where there were few or no guards, and thus
creating great confusion. I had a narrow escape from capture by one of
these parties-of perhaps fifty men that I tried to drive off with canister
from two of McClanahan's guns that were close at hand. They would
perhaps have been too much for me, had not Colonel Imboden, hearing the
firing turned back with his regiment at a gallop, and by the suddenness
of his movement surrounded and caught the entire party.

To add to our perplexities still further, a report reached me a little after
sunrise, that the Federals in large force held Williamsport. I did not fully
credit this, and decided to push on. Fortunately the report was untrue.
After a great deal of desultory fighting and harassments along the road dur
ing the day, nearly tbe whole of the immense train reached Williamsport on
the afternoon of the 5th. A part of it, with Hart's battery, came in next
day, General Young having halted and turned his attention to guarding the
road from the west with his cavalry. We took possession of the town to
convert it into a great hospital for the thousands of wounded we had brought
from Gettysburg. I required all the families in the place to go to cooking
for the sick and wounded, on pain of having their kitchens occupied for that
purpose by my men. They readily complied. A large number of surgeons
bad accompanied the train, and these at once pulled off their coats and went
to work, and soon a vast amount of suffering was mitigated. The bodies of
a few who had died on the march were buried. All this became necessary
hecause the tremendous rains had raised the river more than ten feet above
the fording stage of water, and we could not possibly cross then. There were
two small ferry-boats or "flats" there, which I immediately put into requisi
tion to carry across those of tbe wounded, who, after being fed and having
their wounds dressed, thought they could walk to Winchester. Quite a large
number were able to do this, so that the" flats" were kept running all the time.

VOL. Ill. 28
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THE BETUA.T nOll GETTTBBUBG.

Our situation was frightful. We had probably ten thousand animals and
nearly all the wagons of General Lee's army under our charge, and all the
wounded, to the number of several thousand, that could be brought from
Gettysburg. Our supply of provisions consisted of a few wagon-loads of
flour in my own brigade train, a small lot of fine fat cattle which I had col
lected in Pennsylvania on my way to Gettysburg, and some sugar and eoffee
procured in the same way at Mercersburg.

The town of Williamsport is located in the lower angle formed by the
Potomac with Conococheague Creek. These streams inclose the town on two
sides, and back of it about one mile there is a low range of hills that is
crossed by four roads converging at the town. The first is the Greencastle
road leading down the creek valley; next the Hagerstown road; then the
Boonsboro' road; and lastly the River road. [See map, p. 246.]

Early on the morning of the 6th I received intelligence of the approach
from Frederick of a large body of cavalry with three full batteries of six
rifled guns. These were the divisions of Generals Buford and Kilpatrick,
and Huey's brigade of Gregg's division, consisting, as I afterward learned,
of 23 regiments of cavalry, and 18 guns, a total force of about 7000 men.

I immediately posted my guns on the hills that concealed the town, and
dismounted my own command to support them-and ordered as many of
the wagoners to be formed as could be armed with the guns of the wounded
that we had brought from Gettysburg. In this I was greatly aided by Colonel
J. L. Black of South Carolina, Captain J. F. Hart commanding a battery from
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the same State; Colonel William R. Aylett of Virginia, and other wounded
officers. By noon about 700 wagoners were organized into companies of
100 each and officered by wounded line-officers and commissaries and
quartermasters,-about 250 of these were given to Colonel Aylett on the
right next the river,-about as many under Colonel Black on the left, and
the residue were used as skirmishers. My own command proper was held
well in hand in the center.

The enemy appeared in onr front about half-past one o'clock on both the
Hagerstown and Boonsboro' roads, and the fight began. Every man under
my command understood that if we did not repulse the enemy we should all
be captured and General Lee's army be ruined by the loss of its transporta
tion, which at that period could not have been replaced in the Confederacy.
The fight began with artillery on both sides. The firing from our side was
very rapid, and seemed to make the enemy hesitate about advancing. In a
half hour J. D. Moore's battery ran out of ammunition, but as an ordnance
train had arrived from Winchester, two wagon-loads of ammunition were
ferried across the river and run upon the field behind the guns, and the boxes
tumbled out, to be broken open with axes. With this fresh supply onr guns
were all soon in full play again. As the enemy could not see the supports
of our batteries from the hill-tops, I moved the whole line forward to his full
view, in single ranks, to show a long front on the Hagerstown approach.
My line passed onr guns fifty or one hundred yards, where they were halted
awhile, and then were withdrawn behind the hill-top again, slowly and steadily.

Leaving Black's wagoners and the Marylanders on the left to support Hart's
and Moore's batteries, Captain Hart having been put in command by Colonel
Black when he was obliged to be elsewhere, I moved the 18th Virginia Cavalry
and 62d Virginia Mounted Infantry rapidly to the right, to meet and repel
five advancing regiments (dismounted) of the enemy. My three regiments,
with Captain John H. McNeill's Partisan Rangers and Aylett's wagoners,
had to sustain a very severe contest. Hart, seeing how hard we were pressed
on the right, charged the enemy's right with his little command, and at the
same time Eshleman with his eight Napoleons advanced four hundred yards
to the front, and got an enfilading position, from which, with the aid of
McClanahan's battery, he poured a fnrious fire into the enemy's line. The
62d and Aylett, supported by the 18th Cavalry, and McNeill, charged the
enemy who fell back sullenly to their horses.

Night was now rapidly approaching, when a messenger from Fitzhugh
Lee arrived to nrge me to "hold my own," as he would be up in a half honr
with three thousand fresh men. The news was sent along our whole line, and
was received with a wild and exultant yell. We knew then that the field was
won, and slowly pressed forward. Almost at the same moment we heard
distant guns on the enemy's rear ap.d right on the Hagerstown road. They
were Stuart's, who was approaching on that road, while Fitzhugh Lee was
coming on the Greencastle road. That settled the contest. The enemy
broke to the left and fled by the Boonsboro' road. It was too dark to follow.
When General Fitzhugh Lee joined me with his staff on the field, one of
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the enemy's shells came near striking him. General Lee thought it came
from Eshleman's battery, till, a moment later, he saw a blaze from its gun
streaming away from us.

We captured about 125 of the enemy who failed to reach their horses. I
could never ascertain the loss on either side. I estimated ours at about 125.
The wagoners fought so well that this came to be known as "the wagoners'
fight." Quite a number of them were killed in storming a farm from which
sharp-shooters were rapidly picking off Eshleman's men and horses.

My whole force engaged, wagoners included, did not exceed three thousand
men. The ruse practiced by showing a formidable line on the left, then
withdrawing it to fight on the right, together with our numerous artillery,
23 guns, led to the belief that our force was much greater.

By extraordinary good fortune we had thus saved all of General Lee's
trains. A bold charge at any time before sunset would have broken our
feeble lines, and then we should all have fallen an easy prey to the Federals.
The next day our army arrived from Gettysburg, and the country is familiar
with the way it escaped across the Potomac on the night of the 13th of July.

It may be interesting to repeat one or two facts to show the peril in which
the army was till the river could be bridged. Over four thousand prisoners
taken at Gettysburg were ferried across the river by the morning of the 9th,
and I was ordered with a single regimE.\nt, the 62d Virginia, to guard them to
Staunt<.n and send them on to Richmond. When the general assigned me to
this dutyhe expressed an apprehension that beforeI could reach Winchester the
Federal cavalry would cross at Harper's Ferry, intercept and capture my guard
and release the prisoners. Before we had left the river I had an interview with
him at his headquarters near Hagerstown, in which he expressed great impa
tience at the tardiness in building rude pontoons at the river, and calling in
Colonel James L. Corley, his chief quartermaster, told him to put Major John
A. Harman in charge of the work; remarking that without Harman's ex
traordinary energy to conduct the work, the pontoons would not be done for
several days. Harman took charge that day, and by tearing down warehouses
on the canal got joists to build boats with, and in twenty-four hours had
enough of them ready to float down to Falling Waters and construct a bridge.
As we were talking General Longstreet came into the tent, wet and muddy,
and was cordially greeted by General Lee in this wise: "Well, myoid war
horse, what news do you bring us from the front'" That cordial greeting
between chief and lieutenant is a sufficient answer, in my mind, to the state
ments of alleged ill feeling between the two men growing out of affairs at Get
tysburg. It has been said that if" Stonewall" Jackson had been in command
at Gettysburg, Longstreet would have been shot. This is a monstrous impu
tation upon General Lee, no less than upon Longstreet, and utterly without
foundation, in my opinion. They were surely cordial on the 9th of July, 1863.

Before I had gone two miles on my anxious march toward Winchester
a courier overtook me with a note from General Lee directing me to return
immediately to his headquarters. I halted my column, hurried back, was fer
ried over the river, and galloped out on the Hagerstown road to where I haJ
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parted from the general that morning. He had left with his stafi to ride
toward Hagerstown, where a heavy artillery fire indicated an attack by the
enemy in considerable force. When I overtook him he said that he under
stood I was familiar with the fords of the Potomac from Williamsport to
Cumberland, and with the roads to them.
I replied that I was. He then called up
one of his staff, either General Long or
General Alexander, I think, and directed
him to write down my answers to his
questions, and required me to name and
describe ford after ford all the way up
to Cumberland, and to describe minutely
their character, and the roads and sur
rounding country on both sides of the
river, and directed me, after I had given
him all the information I could, to send
to him my brother and his regiment, the
18th Virginia Cavalry, to act as an ad
vance and guide if he should require it.
He did not say so, but I felt that his BIUGADlBR-GEliEUL J. JOBI'BTOI' PB'ITIGJlBW,

• C. II•••, XILUD Ill' Ali A<.'TIOI' AT FALL-
sItuation was precarious in the extreme. IlI'G WARBII, MD•• Jl1LT 14.1888.

When about to dismiss me, referring to FaoM A PBOTOOUPB.

the freshet in the river he laughingly said: "You know this country well
enough to tell me whether it ever quits raining about here t If so, I should
like to see a clear day soon." I did not see him again till he left the Shenan
doah Valley for the east side of the Blue Ridge.

A PRISONER'S MARCH FROM GETTYSBURG TO STAUNTON.

BY JOHN L. COLLIN&, 8TH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY.

and made an attack upon a Confederate train
near Monterey. The fight took place before mid
night the first day of the mareh, the train wall
burned, thtl guard was made prisoners, and then
our command pnshed on after another train that
W&8 reported ahead of the one we destroyed. A
few whose horses were killed or disabled were
ordered back to the division for a remount, instead
of being mounted upon the enemy's horses. I dis
obeyed the orders, and hoping to get one of the
enemy's horsell I led my own and followed on foot.
I soon lost sight of the brigade, however, but toiled
along the dark and rough road, until my horse,
whioh at first could walk with only the weight of
the se.ddle, refused to go any farther. As the day
was breaking, I wall examining and washing the
poor creature's wounded shoulder, when I was
surprised by about 150 Confederate cavalry,
whose approach I had hailed as that of friends. At
a motion from their colonel three men dismounted,
the foremost of whom hE'ld out his hand to me
and cheerfully said: ,j Good morning, sir! I am

ON the 4th, when Lee'll
movement of with
drawal beoame known,
the oavalry W&8 ordered
to throw itself between
the Confederate army
and the Potomac. To
do this the different

I divisions were headed
for the gaps and p&88811
through whioh the
trainll sent under es
CIOrt in Advanee were
elleaping over the
mountains to Williams
port.

The regiment to
whioh I belonged was
in Gregg's division, but

havinl/: beCIOme detaehed with the rest of the bri
gade during the three days of the battle, it united
with two other brigades Wlder General Kilpatrick
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BOrry to say you are a prisoner." The other two
went toward my &rIDS, which were piled on the
saddle on the roadside, and, holding them up, ex
claimed, "What splendid arms he has!" Surprise
and the novelty of the first man's greeting kept me
from realizing my position until I saw them take
my carbine, saber, and pistol. Then my heart sank.

Those "splendid &rIDS" had been my compan
ions for two years, and two months previously I
had been pnblicly commended for bringing them
with me through the enemy's ranks when my horse
was shot inside their lines as we charged upon
Jackson's men at Chancellorsville. But such is
war, and I bade them a sorrowful adien, as I looked
from them to the faces of my captors, some of
which showed sympathy, some indifference, while
all seemed manly and soldierly. The commander
alone took no notice of me or my arms; he gazed
up the road through the gray light of the morning
as if bent on some bold manamvre, and then said
to one of his men in a loud voice: "Tell General
Lee (Fitzhugh) that there is a regiment of Yankee
cavalry half a mile up the road, and ask him if I
shall charge them."

The man galloped back, and without waiting for
General Lee's orders, the colonel wheeled his men
and galloped after him,- such a piece of cheap
braggadocio as I had seen displayed by some of
our own colonels. I Wa.& left in the care of two
men to put the saddle on my horse and follow at a
walk. My guards were frank, and in answer to my
question told me that they belonged to General
William E. Jones's brigade, that they had been
captured in the lI.ght just mentioned, and had es
caped during the night from Kilpatrick who was
more inbmt in overtaking larger bodies than in
watching the few hundred he had taken. Between
midnight and daybreak the colonel and about 150
men came together in the woods and fell in with
General Fitzhugh Lee, who was then slipping out
between two divisions of our cavalry.

About noon I was introduced to about thirty of
those who had been sent back for horses to the
division, and had shared my fate. We were with
General Stuart's headquarters, as he was moving
in the center of his brigades- they being pushed
out in every direction, trying to keep a road clear
for their infantry and artillery.

A young Virginian about my own age, but with
much more suavity and self-complacency than I
could claim, introduced himself to me and told
me that he belonged to the .. King and Queen"
cavalry (lilt Virginia, I think), and said that they
knew my regiment well, and considered it 110

"rough one to deal with." He asked me if I re
membered all the skirmishes we had as we ad
vanced from New Kent Court House to the
Chickahominy, which I did well, and then when
we had become quite well aequainted, asked me
if I would have any objections to exchanging sad
dles with him. I had not the least, all I never
expected to sit on mine again, and when we
stopped on the roadside to make the exchange
I walkl'd back into the ranks without my horse,
as I saw no reason why I should bother leading
him along for my captors to ride, if he should

ever get well. Fresh prisoners were added all
the time, mostly cavalry, and we marched
along through the mountains the entire day.
Stuart and his staff rode in our midst - rather
an imprudent thing, I thought, for many of the
men observed him closely with reference to a
future meeting. I know it was in my mind every
time I looked at him, though I had no malice and
nothing to complain of in regard to my treatment.
Within a year he fell by the carbine of a cavalry
man whose regiment was at this time well repre
sented among the prisoners.

The day was a hard one for me, used to fa
tigue and fasting though 1 was. The roads were
the roughest and narrowest that could 00 found,
and I had eaten nothing since the previous day,
having lost my haversack during the night. I
was at last compelled to tell one of the guards
that 1 was very hungry, and he apologized for
having nothing to give me, but promised to see
that I got something before we went mnch farthl'r.
He left the ranks soon and shortly afterward re
turned with some bread and butter, which he
divided with me. Later in the afternoon for
agers brought us in rations collected from the
farm-houses.

Just before sunset, as we were going through
a gap, a rapid exchange of shots was heard ahead
of us, and both prisoners and captors became ex
cited. A few moments later we were near enough
to look out into the plain beyond; we saw the
Confederates in front of us dismounting and de
ploying as skirmishers, and my heart bounded lUI

I saw my own regiment drawn up for a charge
about five hundred yards away I I began to err
like a child; I thought that I would be free again
in about ten minutes, with my friends; that I
would be armed and mounted as twenty-four hoU1'll
before. The question, How did I know my regi
ment' naturslly comes, and is as easily answen'd.
I could distinguish the companies by the color of
their horses, and knew the order of the squadrons
in the line. The black horses of troop C and the
light bays of H formed the first squadron. the
sorrel horses of E and the dark bays of G fonned
the next, and so on. The troops changed squad
ron often to suit the seniority of the captains,
and the squadrons changed positions in the regi
ment for the same reason, but the combination of
companies before me now had been that of the
re¢ment for a week at least.

A call was made for sharp·shooters, and thoge
who dismounted and presented themselves were
supplied with cartridges and sent into the eorn
field in front of us•. But my regiment seemed
disinclined to charge,. and merely threw out skir
mishers to meet them. Some of the Confederatp8
enthusiastically cried, "My I won't the sharp
shooters make it hot for that cavalry!"

Though the firing became brisk, it wearied me;
I wanted the charge, because I was sure that a
vigorous attack would send our guardsll.eeing with
out us in le88 than lI.ve minutes. One of thpm, a
quiet, pleasant-faced man, as were many of the
others, noticed my dejected look, came to me, and,
swinging himself from his saddle to a fenee-rail,
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took a Testament from his pocket, and asked me if I
objected to his reading a chapteraloud. I thankfully
asked him to do so, as I had not had heart enough
to read my own that day. He read a chapter in
one of Paul's epistles, and when he had concluded
remarked that he would feel fifty per cent. better
if the country were at peace and he at home that
night. I must add that while he was reading 1 held
Quaker principles myself, for I was pained to think
I was an enemy of that fair-minded Christian young
man who, like myself, thought he was right in en
gaging in a career of destruction to life and prop
erty. But we were both reminded that it was war
and not peace by the call of "More ammunition"
for the sharp-shooters, and our guards had to supply
it from their boxes, it being apparently scarce.

Now is the time for a charge, I thought. General
Stuart had not more than three hundred men, en
cumbered by &s many prisoners, and the regiment
in front had five hundred in line. But while their
commander hesitated, General Stuart, whose genius
and courage had gotten him out of many a difiiculty,
proved himself equal to the pl'6llent emergency.
While his skirmishers were firing their last car
tridges he made us fall in by fours, and marched
08 two or three times across the opening. We
were mistaken in the twilight for Confederate
infantry coming np, and then his whole column
was moved along the edge of the com-field, keep
ing the skirmishers between us and my regiment,
which moved parallel with us, until darkness shut
them out from my view.

The next morning Stuart's men were gone, and
we were guarded toward the Potomac by Pickett's
division. I regretted the change, the rank and file
of the cavalry were so different from what I had
expected to find the Southern soldiers. They were
quiet, courteons, and considerate j they all seemed
young, of light build with fair or Bandy complexions
predominant; and, better than all, they had more
by far than the average share of intelligence.
The infantry that took their place were nearer
my conception of the Southern soldier. But I must
not blame the poor fellows if they had not the kind
neBS and elasticity of the cavalry. They were out
of heart - a large part of their division had been
left on the field on the 3d of July, and bt>sides the
commander of the division there was only one
officer above the rank of captain left in it.

We were halted by the roadside often during the
day to let Confederate troops hurry past 08. In
one of these halts General Longstreet W&S pointed
out to me with evident pride by a staif-ofticer who
had turned aside to make some courteous remarks
to me. I toM the officer as politely asl could that I
thought they were badly beaten, and would hardly
gPt acMBS the Potomac. He laughed and Baid that
they were not trying to get across,- that Baltimore
WS8 their objective point jnst then; from there, he
explained, it was but a forced mRreh to Washing
ton, and onee there they eonld conquer a peace in
thirty days. His hopes am08ed me; I remembered
that when retreating from the Chickahominy and
from Chancellorsville I did not· know anything
of defeat, bilt thought I was marehing to victory
by another road.

The next time we were halted I was not so pleas
antly entertained. I sat on a high bank watehing
the Vario08 regiments and batteries go by, when a
haughty young officer rode up, looking at the pris
oners' Ceet, as if he wanted a pair of boots. Several
of the men concealed theirs by drawing them up,
but I did not; the sales of mine were coming off,
for two days' march over rough roads was some
thing the contractor for cavalry boots had not
contemplated. The officer pulled up in front of
me, however, and said in an overbearing manner,
"I want those spurs." I merely looked at them
aml nodded. "Hand them to me," he said sternly.
" They were given to me for the United States ser
viee, not for rebel service," I said, stung by his
manner. "Oh!" he scornfully remarked, "I sup
pose you know you are a prisoner f " " Yes, I
have been nearly two days without food; that
convinces me." "And when a soldier is taken,
hiB horse, his arms, and equipments are his
captor's f" "Yes, mine are all gone." "And his
spurs, too f " " Yes, and his boots sometimes."
"Hand me your spurs, then." "Take them, if you
want them, I won't hand them to you." He took
out his pistol and raised it, but controlling himself
lowered it and moved away. Then he turned his
horse and demanded them again. The same
answer, a·nd the same arguments were repeated j
the pistol was pointed at me, but his soldierly qual
ities triumphed over his temper as before. There
seemed no way out of the diftleulty; he was deter
mined to have the spurs, but too proud to dismount
and unbuckle them, and I was too stubborn to
yield. At last one of Pickett's men came up and
took them off, and the omeer rode away with
them.

Before I left the spot I kicked off my boots, for
they seemed made only to earry spurs, and went
barefoot the rest of the way to Richmond. The
prisoners who on the first day had numbered only
about 300, mostly cavalry, were now increased
to nearly as many thousands, as the men taken
at Gettysbnrg were added to us. Besides these,
fresh cavalry prisoners were brought in everyday.
From them we heard of the extent of the victory,
and the fighting that was still in progress, and we
were llssured by them that neither we nor our
guards could ever reach the Potomac. This helped
to restore the selt-respect that a soldier partly
loses when his arms are taken from him, and which
continued captivity almost entirely destroys.

We were marched past a handsome house which
had attracted our attention on our way to Gettys
burg by the number of United States lIags and the
gayly dressed ladies waving handkerchiefs to us.
They were waving them as boldly to the Confed
erates now, and the stars and stripes had been
transformed into the stars and bars.

Some of the newly captured were badly wounded,
but had no attention given them, except such crude
service as their fellow-prisoners could do for them.
None of our surgeons were captured, and I suppose
those of the enRmy had plenty t.o do among their
own. One poor fellow ofthe 5th NRw York Cavalry
had seventeen wounds which he got from the 11th
Virginia. He was cut and slashed at every angle,
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and "hen we had gotten lOme bandages and
patched him up he looked ludicroWlly odd.

Before "e entered WilliamllpOrt a correspondent,
whom the Confederates had decided to let go, took
the names of those who chose to give them to him,
that their frienda might learn their fate from the
papers. I gave him mine, and though it Wall

printed in a leading Philadelphia paper, I Wall

afterward mortifted to learn that only one of all
my friends in that city had Been it. A dOllen others
there with whom I had corr8llpOndence supposed
I had been killed.

At Williarnaport all was crowded and in llon·
fusion. The Confederates were throwing up weak
defenses in expeotation of an attack. Our cavalry
had cut their way in and destroyed the only bridge
that Lee had lett in his rear. Some of the poor
follows that must always get left on such occa
sions cheered us by telling UB how they did it.
Three regiments charged in,-one fought to the
right, another to the left, while the third, supplied
with straw and turpentine, dashed at the bridge,
set fire to it, then cut it loose from its moorings
and let it float down the river, a burning wreok.
II Score another for the oavalry," we oried.

My hopes rose with the river, which was a
lIeething flood, boiling over its banks j it seemed
impossible to get us across the Potomac now.
Rigging up a rope ferry, and getting the prilOn·
ers across on flat-boats was the work of two or
three days, and then they encamped us on a
hill a few days more, waitiug for their army to
follow. I think they feared an advance by Har
per's Ferry and Martinsburg. The oavalry and fly
ing artillery oame from that direotion; Imboden's
men told us so, and I never gave up hope until we
had passed Winohester. A brigade composed of
infantry, cavalry, and artillery under General Im
boden guarded us from this point to Staunton, a
distanoe of over 120 miles, I think. It Beemed
flve hundred miles to me, for I was barefooted and
the pike had been recently repaired.

The mode of marching us was now for the 1lrat
time systematio. We numberedat leastfour thou
sand men, and were divided into divisions, march
ing by oolumns oUours. The oavalry and artillery
marched en fIIlI8lU' between the divisions, while the
infantry marohed in two files, one at each side of
the column. Imboden's brigade did not seem to
have seeD muoh hard servioe, at least I thought so
because their olothes were new, yet the general
had a new suit of gray ou, and certainly he had
seen plenty of hard service. The men were as kind
to UB as could be expected; only one unpleasant
al!air oame under my observation all the way.
Iu the heat of a discus8ion a guard clubbed his
musket and 8truck a wounded man on tbe bead.
I have no doubt that the latter had his tonll'lle
to blame for it; but he was a prisoner and a
wounded man, and tbe guard was promptly placed
under arrest.

I have said nothing 80 far of tbe oommissary ar
rangements simply becau8e there was nothing to
be said. I do not now remember getting any
thing to eat until we cros8ed the Potomac, except
from Stuart's cavalry the 1lrat day of my captivity.

But my memory must fail me, for I oonld not have
lived unleu I had gotten IOmethiDg oceaaionally.
After we left Williamsport the arrangementa were
regular-in their meageme68, too regular. We
got about a pint of flour every other day, and
with it now and then a piece of msty flitch. Some
of the men t.ried to make bread of the flour lUI we
camped, bnt the greater number stirred it up in
water, and drank the paate, Raying that II it stuok
to their ribs longer" that way. We got an extra
ration at Martinsburg, that, out of compliment to
the ladies, I ought not to forget. .All we marched
through the town the whole populace turned out
to greet UB, not as enemies but lUI frienda and sym
pathizers. They cried out to UB, to cheer up-not
to be downhearted-that we had won a great
victory at Gettysburg, &Jld thongh we were being
marched to prison we were already avenged by the
thousanda of rebels that were left dead or prison
ers in Pennsylvania. They appeared to be well
posted by the Northern newspapers, and right in
the teeth of the guards they upbraided the Confed
erates for theft and violence north of the Potomac.
It mUllt have been very galling to Imboden's com
mand to be reviled that way by their country
womeu, but they bore it with oast-down heads. &Jld
made no reply. We could not have done it, I fear,
had we been the guards, and in Pennsylvania. At
last Bome of our men, in reply to questions on the
subject, said they did not give us anything to eat.
There was a sudden rush for the houses, and in a
few 8econds the street was lined with women with
disheB of cake, bread, and everything they could
lay handa on with so short a notice.

The Bight of the food threw our column into di&
order. Some men tried to break out of the ranks,
and this being re8isted, the women tried to break in.
In the contusion that followed a few women WE're

pushed back tothe street-eurb and fell down. The
falls were, I think, accidental j but the prisoners
became furious when they aaw them fall, they
struck atthe guards right and left, and overpowered
many of them, bearing them to the ground. It
looked for the moment as it there wonld be a gen
eralflght, which must result in the death of many
prisoners and the escape of others; but this Wllll

prevented by the prompt action of the cavalry and
artillery, marching near the scene of the revolt.
Then the general, or some one for him, promi8l'd
the people and the prisoners that the latter would
be halted outside the town to receive the contribu
tions. In an open wood by the roadside we were
halted, and the guards themselves soon brought
us the coveted food. Tbe 8ly rascals must have
tossed the dainties up in the blankets as they
brought them along so that every man of DB at a
single grab could get a sample of all they l!lent. I
got one good handful only, but it was a mixture of
ginger-bread, cookies, cake, com-bread, and every
thing else tbat the people of Martinsburg ate. It
was here that the Barbara Frietchie8 lived. After
the battle of Antietam these women had laid planks
on a tom up bridge for us, so that we eonld CI'Ollll

and drive Stuart's cavalry out of the town.
But notwithstanding thi8 extra food at Martins

burg the low diet and the sharp stones soon told
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on my strength. My feet were sore, and my stom
ach was faint beyond endurance, and the olimax
WI8 reached one day when my sight left me, and I
threw myself down on the roadside to die. The
rallying ory of "A cavalry charge" had no more
effect on me; I knew they could not appro&6h us
now, and I gave up in despair as soon as I found
I WIL8 blind. The guards tried to make me get
up, but I listened with indifference to their threats
to shoot me. The rear-guard of each division
p&888d me with the BIIome result for their efforts
to rouse me, until at last the rear-guard of all
came up; the officer in command assured me that
it w"" his duty to kill me rather than leave me
behind, and though I believed him I could not
move, and merely told him so. At last he told a
man to "run me through" with his bayonet, but I
suppose there was a saving sign that I did not see,
for after a pause I heard him tell the mau to stay
with me until a wagon came along and I could be
takeu and given something to eat. I never BIloW

that officer, but I hope God BIloW his act of for
beannce and humanity and rewarded him for it.
There have been miserable cowards in either
anny who bullied and mistreated unfortunate
prisoners when they had the power to do so, but
the true soldier never did, and I never BIloW any
thing but kindne88 shown to the prisoners that
my regiment took, and I never experienced any
thing but kindness from the men who guarded me
from Gettysburg to Staunton.

After a long rest I was placed in a wagon and
taken to 110 house where I got a big slice of bread
and butter, and in a short time sight and strength
returned, and I was able to march with the col
umn. I ought to add for my own credit that I did
not fall out again, though faint and hungry often
enougb. The towns through whioh we p&886d on
our way up the Shenandoah Valley were apprised
of our coming, and manifested a different spirit,
of course, from that exhibited at Martinsburg.
)(any insulted and upbraided UB, but some of our
men who excelled in nothing else were mighty in
vituperation and abusive eloquence, and these

paid back with interest all the taunts we received,
often, I am sorry to say, surpassing the bounds
of lieIf-respect and decency.

We usually encamped in large meadows,
through which streams of good water ran, and
were here allowed to wash, eat, and sleep while
our guards were posted around the fences. At
one of those halt., as we approached Staunton, a
farmer with his wife drove up close to the fence,
and after taking a critical survey of the crowd he
said indignantly: "Forty thoUBllond Yankee pris
oners I Why, I would bet the best farm in the
valley that there isn't a quarter of them here!"

The heralds everywhere had doubtieBB added a
harmlesll cipher to our real number.

At length-about the 20th of July, I think-we
arrived at Staunton, weary and sore. We had
marched about fifteen miles a day since we left
Williamsport. As we entered Staunton some
showed their love to their enemies by supplying
us with tracts, but I 110m not sure that their kind
ness was appreciated by the prisoners as generally
as was the attention paid to our hungry stomachs
by the people of Martinsburg. While waiting
there for transportation to Richmond we were
amused to note the esteem in which the people
hl'ld the Confederate money. Those who brought
wares into our camp for sale at first refused to
sell at all except for Federal money. When the
officers threatened to expel from the oamp any
who did that, they would ask to see the money
before naming the price, and if it was Federal,
the pie was 110 quarter, but if Confederate, it would
cost a dollar. One young army sharper-not one
of our guards and not a Virginian-must have
made a small fortune by exchanging money with
our men at the rate of about two for one.
He told them that at Richmond thA respective

.values were even, but when we were marched
through that city we found it to be as ten to
one.

Our marches ended here; we were placed in box,
or gravel cars, and at a slightly increased rate of
speed were taken to Richmond.
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THE UNION ARMY.
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!!On. MI\.I. Mark Finnicum. Brigade 1088: k. 162; w. 724;
m. 267 = 11~. Seeond Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. Lysander Cut
ler: 7th Ind.• CoL Ira G. Grover: 76th N. Y .• MI\!. Andrew
.J. Grover (11:). Capt. .John E. Cook; 84th N. Y. (14th Mili
tia), Col. Edward B. Fowler; 9~th 1'1'. Y •• Col. George H.
Biddle (W), MI\!. Edward Pye; 147th N. Y.. Lieut.-Col.
Francie C. MIller (w), ~. George Hamey; Il8th Pa..
Col. J. William Hofmann. Brigade lo.s: k,111: w,498;
m, 368=97~.

SECOND DlVI8ION. Brlg.-Gen. John C. RoblnllOn. Stair
lou: w.1.Fi,..t Brlqade. Brlg.-Gen. Gabriel R. Paul (wI, CoI.Sam

nel H. Leonard (w). Col. Adrian R. Root (wand el, Col.
Richard Conlter (wI. Col. Peter Lyle. Col. Richard Coul
ter: 18th Me.• Col. Charlee W. Tilden (e), MI\!. Archibald
D. Leavitt; 13th MilliS•• Col. Samuel H. Leonard, Lleut.
Col. N. Walter Batchelder; 94th N. Y., Col. Adrian R.
Root. MI\!. Samnel A. Molrett; 1eNth N. Y .. Col. Gilbert
G. Prey; l07th PL. Lieut.-CoL .Jamell MacThomllOn (w).
Capt. Emanuel D. Roath. Brigade 1088: k. 51; w, 387;
m, 833 = 1eN1. Suontl BrigtJde, Brlg.-Geu. Henry Bax
ter: 111th Mau., CoL Jamee L. Bates (wI. Lleut.-Col.
David Allen, .Jr.; 83d N. Y. (9th MlUtlll). Lieut.-Col.
.Joseph A. Moeaoh; 97th N. Y .• CoL Charlea Wheelock
(c), MI\!. Charlea Northrop; 11th Pa.• ..I! Col. Rlohard
Conltcr, Capt. Benjamin F. Halnea (w). Capt. .John B.
Overmyer; 88th Po.. MI\!. Benezet F. Fou.t (wI, Capt.
Henry WhtteBlde: \10th Pa., CoL Peter Lyle. M~. Alfred
.J. BelleN. Col. Peter Lyle. Brigade 1088: k, 89; w, 2M ;
m.3&O=844.
THIRD DIV1BION, Brlg.-Gen. Thomll8 A. Rowley. MaJ.

Gen. Abner DoUbleday. Sta1flo88: w,l.Fi,.," :Brlgaik. Col. Chapman Biddle (w). Brlg.-Geu.
Thomll8 A. Rowley, Col. Chapman Biddle: 80th N. Y.
(20th Mllltlal. Col. Theodore B. Gates; 121st Po.. MI\!.
Alexander Biddie. Col. Chapman Biddle, ~. Alexan
der Biddle; 142(\ Pa.. Col. Robert P. Cnmmlns (k). Lleut.
Col. Alfred B. MoCalmont; 151.t Pa.• Lleut.-Col. George
F. McFarland (W), capt. Walter L. OweUl'. Col. Harrison
Allen. Brigade l08a: 1[, 91 ; w. 848; m.25'J =898. Suontl
B,·igath. Col. Roy Stone (wI. Col. Langhome WIBter (wI.

~ At l'aneytnwn and noten~ In the baWe.
:. Bee arW1ery brigades attached to army corpe and the

reserve.
l MI\I..Gen. John F. Reynolds of thIs co.". W&ll killed July

let, whUe In commaml ot the lett w1nlf of the army.
} Transferred on afternoon ofJuly l.t to the Firat Brlg...le.
, Gnardlng train. amI not engaged In the battle.*After the death nf General Reynolde General Hancock

waa .....llrDed to the command of all the troopa on the lIeld

Col. Edmund L. Dana: 14311 Pa., Col. Edmund L. DIUID.o
Lient.-Col. .John D. MUllser; U9th Pa.. Llellt.-Col. WI1I
ton Dwight (WI, Capt. Jamea Glenn; l50th Pa.• Col.
Lan~horne WI.ter, Lieut.-Col. Henry S. Huldekoper
(wI. Capt. Cornellua C. Wlddla. Brigade 1088: k. 1!4;
w, 482; m. 808 = 382. Third Brlgatk, Brlg.-Gen. Geol'fre
J. Stannard (W). Col. Francis V. Randall: 12th Vt•• , Col.
ABa P. BIWlt; 13th Vt•• Col. Franci. V. Randall. MI\!.
Joaeph J. Boynton. Lleut.-Col. William D. MnlUlOn; Ulh
Vt.. CoL WlIllam T. Nichols; l~th Vt., 'CoL Redlleld
Proetor; 16th Vt.• Col. Wheelock G. Veuey. Brigade
1088: k. 415; w. 274; m. 32 = 351.

AllTlLLEBT BIUGADE. Col. Charlea S. Wainwright: 2d
Me.• Capt. James A. Hall; ~th Me•• Capt. Greenl...af T.
Stevens (W), Lieut. Edward N. Whlttler; L. 1st N. Y.
(E. 1st N. Y. attached). Capt. Gilbert H. Reynoldll (WI.
Lieut. George Breek; B. let Pa.• Capt. .Jamee H.
Cooper; B. 4th U.S., Lieut. .Jamea Stewart (w). BrI
gade 1088: k, 9; w. 88; m, 11 = 108.

SECOND ARMY CORPS. *MI\!.-Gen. Wlnlleld S. Han
cock (w), Brlg.-6en. .John Gibbon (wI. 8talr 108ll; W. So

GenD'fJl H~adqua,.terB: D and K, 8th N. Y. Cav.. Capt.
RIley JohU80n. Los.: k. 1; w. 3 = 4•
FIBBTDIVIBION. Brlg.-Gen• .John C. CaldwelL

First BrlfJatle, Col. Edward E. Cro8B (kl. Col. H. Boyd
McKeen: 5th N. H •• Lieut.-Col. Charlea E. Hapgood;
61st N. Y.• Lieut.-Col. K. Oacar Broady; 81st PL. Col. H.
Boyd McKeen, Lteut.-Col. Amos Stroh ; 148th Pa., Lleut.
Col. Robert McFarlane. Brigade 10l1li: k, tl7; w. 280;
m. 13 = 330. Suond Brigade. Col. Patrlok Kelly: 28th
.Ma88., CoL Richard Bymea; ad N. Y. (200'.1. 1Aeut.
Col. Richard C. Bentley (w), capt. Thoma. Touhy; ll9th
N. Y. (2 oo's), Capt. Richard Moroney (wI. Lleut. .Jarol'll
.J. Smith; 88th N. Y. (2 co's), Capt. DenlB F. Burke; U6th
POl. (4 oo·al. MI\!. 8t. Clair A. Mnlholland. Brigade lou :
k. 2'1; w. 109; In, 82 = 198. TAlrtl BritJatk, Brlg.-Gen.
8amuel K. Zook (11:). Lleut.-Col. .John FraIler: ~2d N. Y ..
Lieut.-CoL C. G. Frendenberg (wI, capt. WlIllam Scber
rer: tl7th N. Y.• Lieut.-Col. Alford B. Chapman; 88th
1'1'. Y•• Col. Orlaudo H. Morrill (WI. LIeato.-CoL .John 8
Hammell (WI. MIIJ. Peter Nelson; 140th Pa.. CoL RI~hard

P. Roberta lkl, Llent.-Col• .Jobn FraIler. Brllf8de 10811:
k.49: w, 227; m. 82=368. Fou,.t" Brl{latle, Col. .John
R. Brooke {wI : 2'1th Conn. (2 oo's), Lleut.-COl. Henry C.
Merwin (1I:l • .MaJ..Jamea H. Coburn: 2d Del., Col. WIWam
P. Bally, capt. Charlea H. ChrlBtman; 84th N. Y.• Col.
Daniel G. Bingham (W). MI\!. Leman W. Bradley; Ad
PRo.. Lieut.-Col. Rlehard8 MoM:1chael; Ullth Pa.. (T CO·SI.
Col. Hiram L. Brown (w). Capt. .John W. Reynold" (WI,
Capt. MoeM W. Oliver. BrIgade 10l1li: k.ll8; w, 281 ; m.
49=888.
IECOND DIV1BIOIf. BrIg.-Gen. .John Gibbon. Brlg.-Gen.

William Harrow. Staft'I08ll: w.s.
FtraBrlqade,Brlg.-Gen. Wllllam Harrow, Col. Franele

E. Heath: 19th Me.• Col. Francia E. Heath, Ueut.-CoL
Henry W. Cunnlnltham; 15th MIUI8., CnL George H.
Ward (kl. Lleut.-Col. Geor~C• .J08ltn; 1st Mlnn. (2d Co.
Minn. 8. 8. attachedl, Col. William Calvlll, .Jr. (wI. Capt.
Nathan 8. M_lek (kl, Capt. Henry C. Coatea: 82d N. Y.
(2d Militia). Lleut.-Col• .Jamea Huaton (11:1, capt. .John

of battle, relieving General Howard. wbo bad anllCl'tlCled
General Reynolel.. General GIbbon of the 8econd DI~
.....nmed command of the corp.. Tbeae ....1'"'mentB terml·
Dated on the e"enlnlf ot Jnly 1. Blmllar ollan~e ID COlD
mande", OClCDrred ,lnrlnR tl,e battle of the 2d, when OeD~
Hanoock W&ll put In oommanfl of the ThIrd Corpa, In ..leliCl_
tn hie own. He an.1 General Gibbon were wounel"" OD Ule
ScI, and Brlg..GeD. WUllam Haye ...... aaa1lrDed to Ule _
mand of the corp•.
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Darrow. Brigade 1088: k,147: w, 589: m, "1=7640. 8_ Porter D. TrIpp: 16th Maas., Lieut.-Col. Waldo Merriam
,,1Id Bri{Jatle. BrIg.-Gen. AlexanderB.Webb (w) : 89th Pa., (w), Capt. Matthew Donovan: 12th N. H., Capt. John F.
Col. Dennis O'Kane (m w), Capt. Wllllam DavIs; 71st Langley; 11th N. J., Col. Robert IIIc..Ultsrer (w), Capt.
PL, Col. Richard Penn Bmith: 'l2c1 Pa., Col. DeWitt C. Luther lIIartin (w), Lieut. John Scboonover (w), Capt.
Baxter (w), Lieut.-Col. Theodore Hesscr: l08th Pa., William H. Lloyd (W), Capt. Bamuel T. Illecper, LJeut.
Lleut.-Col. Wi1ltwn L. Curry. Brigade 10M: k, 114; w, John Bchoonover: 26th Pa., III",. Robert L. Bodine: 6foth
337: m, 39 = '90. Third Bngrrth, Col. Norman J. Hall: Pa.,J LIeut.-Col. I'tI1lton Opp. Brigade 10M: k, 121: w,
19th Haas., Col. Arthur F. Devereux; 201,b 1113lllI., Col. 80&: ro, 8G = 790. 8etJontl Brigade, Col. William R.
Paul J. Revere (m w), Lieut.-CuI. Geor~e N. lllooy (w), Brewster: 70th N. Y., Col. J. Egbert FarnulU: Tlst N.
Capt. Henry L. Abbott; 7th lIIich., Lieut.-Col. Amos Eo Y., Col. Henry I •. Potter: 72d N. Y., Col. John B. Austin
Bleelf', Jr. (k), I'tlaJ. Sylvanus W. Curtis; '2d N. Y., Col. (WI, Lleut.·Col. John Leonard: 73d N. Y., 1111\1. IIIlchael
JIllU68 E. Mallon; 59th N. Y. (i co's), Lieut.-Col. MaxA. W. Burns; 7'th N. Y., Lient.-Col. Thomas Holt: 120th
Thoman (m w), Capt. William McFadden. Brigade 10M: N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Cornelius D. Westbrook (W), lIIaJ. John
k. 81: W, 282: m, 14=377. UntllUu:Md: 1st Co. Maall. R. Tappen. Brigade 1088; k, 130; w, 578; m, 75=778.
Sharp-shooters, Capt. William Plumer, Lieut. Emerson Third Brigade, Col. George C. Burling: 2d N. H., Col.
L. Bicknell. Lo88: k, 2: W,8=8. Edward L. Ba1Jey (W); 5th N. J., Col. W1I11am J. Bewell
THIRD DIVI810ll', Brll!'.-Geu. Alexander Hays. (W), Capt. Tbomaa C. Godfrey, Capt. Henry H. Woolsey:

Fir" Brigade, Col. Bamuel B. C..rroll: 14th Ind.. CoL 8thN.J., Lieut.-Col. Btephen R. GIlkY80n; 7th N. J., CoL
John Coons: 'th Ohio, LIeut.-CoL Leonard W. Carpen· Louis R. Francine (m WI, Maj. Frederick Cooper: 8th
tor; 8th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Frankliu Bawyer; 7th W. Va., N. J., Col. John Ramsey (W), Capt. John G. Langston:
Lieut.-Col. Jouathan H. Lockwood. Bri/(ade I08S: k, 115th Po.., M.I\I. John P. Dunne. Brigade 1081l: k, 59: W,
:Ill; W. 186: m, 7 = 211. Suolld Brigade, Col. Thomaa A. 878; m, 78 = 513.
Smyth (w), Lieut.-Col. Francis E. Pierre: 14th Conn., ARTILLERY BRIGADE, Capt. George E. Randolph (W),
III~. Theodore G. Ems; lJIt Dl'll., Lieut.-Col. Edward P. Capt. A. Judson Clark: lid N. J., Capt. A. Judson
Harris, Capt. Thomas B. Hizar (WI, Lieut. WUliam Clark, Lieut. Robert Simll; D, 1st N. Y., Capt. George
Bmlth (k), Lleut. John T. Dent: 12th N. J., 1111\1. B. Winlllow: 'th N. Y., Capt., Jamell E. Bmlth: E, 1st R.
John T. HIll; lOth N. Y. (battaUon), M". George F. I., Lieut. John K. Buclllyn (W), LIeut. Bel\lamin Free·
Hopper: l08tb N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Francis E. Pierce. born: K, ,th U. 8., Lieut. Fraucls W. Beeley (W), Lieut.
Brigade lOIl8: k, 81: w. 279; m, 28=386. Third RobertJamea. Brigade 10811; k,8:w,81: m,17=108.
Brigtule, Col. George L. Willard (k), Col. Ellaklm FIFTH ARIIIY CORPS, M~.-Gen.George Bykes.
Iilb"rrIll (kl, Lieut.-Col. Jamell III. Bull: 39th N. Y. Omeral Headquarter... D RndE, Il1tb N. Y. Inf., Capt.
" co's), M". Hugo Hildebrandt (WI: I11th N. Y., Col. Henry W. Rider; D aud H,17tb Pa. Cav., capt. WIU1am
Cllnton D. lIIacDougall (WI, Lieut.-Col. Isaac M. Lusk, Thompson.
Capt. Aaron P. 8ooley: 1215th N. Y., LIeut.-Col. Levin FIJl8T DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. James Barnes.
Crandell: UIlth N. Y., Col. ElIakim Sherrill, Lieut.- Fin" BrigGlU, CoL WUUam S. TlIton: 18th MaBll., CoL
Col• .lames 1\1. Bull. BrIgade 1088: k, 139: w, 11'2: Joseph Hayes: IIIId lllaas., Lieut.-Col. Thomas Bherwin,
tn, 33 = 71'- Jr.: 1st Mich., Col. Ira C. Abbott (w), LJeut.-CoI. WIlliam

ARULLBRY DaIGAD&, Capt. John G. Hazard: B, 1st A. Throop; 118th Pa., Lieut.-Col. James Gwyn. Brigade
N. Y. (uth N. Y. Battery attachedl, LIeut. Albert S. 1088; k, 12: w, 102: m, 11=1215. 8uontl Brigath, CoL
Sheldon (w), capt. JamaR IIIcKay Rorty (k), Lleut. Rob- Jacob B. Bweitzer: 9th 111&81\., CoL Patrick R. Guiney:
ert E. Rogers; A, l.t R. I., Capt. WUllam A. Arnold: B, 32d 1II&Il8., Col. G. L. Prellcott: 'th Mich., Col. Harr1IIon
1st R. I .. Lieut. T. Fred. Brown (w), Lieut. Walter S. H. Jelfords (kl, Lieut.-Col. George W. Lnmbard; 82d Pa.,
Perrin; I, lilt U. 8., Lieut. George A. WoodrlUr (m w), Lieut.-Col. James C. Hull. Brigade lo8Il: k,67: w,23ll;
Lieut. Tnlly IIIcCrea; A, 'th U. B., Lieut. Alonzo H. m,ll11 = m. ThIrd Bri(/GlU, Col. BtronK Vincent (m w),
Cu8h.1ng (kl. Bergl. Frederick Fager. Brigade losll: k, Col. James C. Rice: 20th lIIe., Col. Joshua L. Chamber
27; w, n8: m. a= U9. lain; 18th Mich., Lieut.-Col. Norval E. Welch: «th N. Y.•

THIRD ARMY CORPS, Hl\l.-Gen. Daniel E. Bickles Col. James C. Rice, Lieut.-Col. Freeman Conner; Bad
(w), M",.-Gen. David B. Birney. BtatrloM: W, II. Pa., Capt. Orpbens B. Woodward. Brigade 10118: k, 88;
I'IR8T DIVIBIOII', Hl\l.-Gen. David B. Birney, Brlg.-Gen. w, 2113: m, 11 = 352.

J. H. Hobart Ward. BROOII'D DU-:lBION, Brlg.-Gen. Romeyn B. Ayrea.
FinI BrifltJde, Brlg.-Gen. Charle. K. Graham (wand Fir., Brigath, Col. Hallll1bal Day: 3d U. B. (8 CO'Il),

r), Col. Andrew H. TIppin: 57th Pa. (8 OO'Il), Col. Peter Capt. Henry W. Freedley (w), Capt. Riohal'd G. Lay;
Btdf'A (w), Capt. Alanson II. Nelson: Bad P&., Maj. John 'th U. B. " co's), Capt. Julius W. Adatns: 8th U. B. (II
A. Danks; 68th Po.., Col. Andrew H. TIppin, capt. Mfiton co's), Capt. Levi C. Bootes; 12th U. B. (8 CO'Il), Capt.
8. Davis: l08th Pa., Col. Calvin A. Craig: lUth P&., Thomaa 8. Dunn: uth U. B. (8 co'.), MI\I. Grotius R.
Llent.-Col. Frederlek F. Cavada (e), Capt. Edward R. Giddings. Brigade 1088: k,": w, 318; m, 18 =882. 8etJ.
Bowen: UlIlt Pa., Col. Henry J. lIIadlll. Brigade losll: cmd Brigade. Col. Bidney Burbank: 2d U.8. (8 co's), 1111\1.
k. 8\; w.lIOS; m, 171 =7'0. &eond Brigade, Brtg.-Gen. Arthur T. Lee (w), Capt. 8amuel A. IIIcKee; 7th U. B. ('
J. H. Hobart Ward, Col. Hiram Berdan: 20th Ind., Col. oo's), Capt. David P. Hancock; lOth U. S. (8 CO'Il), Capt.
John Wbefller (k), IJeut.-CoI. William C. L. TIlylor; 3d WiU1am Clinton: 11th U. S. (8 co's), 1111\1. DeLancey
Me.. Col. M0868 B. Lakeman; 'th Me., Col. ElIJah Walker Floyd-Jones; 17th U. S. (7 co'S) , Lient.-Col. J. DUl'ell
(w), Capt. Edwin Libby; 88th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Bel\la- Greene. Brlgadelo.s; k,78: w,5'2: m,II'I=«7. ThW
min L. Hlgginll (w) ; 12'th N. Y.• Col. A. Van Horne Ellis Brigade. Bri/(.-Gen. Stephen H. Weed lk), Col. Kenner
1111. Lient.-Col. Franclll M. Cummins (w); 9Ilth Pa., lIIaj. Garrard: uotb N. Y., Col. Patrick H. O'Rorke (k), Lieut.
John W. Moore; 1st U. B. Bharp-shooters.. Col. Hiram Col. Lonls Ernst: 10th N. Y., Col. Kenner Garnord,
Berdan, Lieut.·CoI. Caaper Trepp; 2d U. B. Bharp- Lieut.-Col.DavidT.Jenklns:91IltPa.,Lleut.-CoI.J08eph
shooters (8 OO's), Hl\l. Homer R. Bton~htou. Brigade H. Sinex; 155th Plio., LIeut.-Col. John H. Cain. Brigade
10M: k. 1211: w,'82: m. 170=781. TlatrtlBrigade,CoI.P. 10M: k.'l); W,U2; m,18=200.
RPp;je D.. Trobrland: 17th lIIe., Lleut.-Col. Charles B. TUtKD DI\"lSIOII', BrI~.-Gen. Samuel W. Crawford.
Merrill: 3d Mlch., Col. Byrcn R. Pierce (W), Lieut.-Col. Fir.1 Brigade. Col. W1lliam IIIcCandle88: 1st Po.. Re
Edwin S. Ptf'rre; 5th lIIinh., Lieut.-Col. John Pulford Ilerves, Col. Wll11am C. Talley; 2d Pa. Reeervf's, Lleut.
(W); ~h N. Y., CoL Tbomaa W. Egan: l10tb Pa. (6 co's), Col. Geor~ A. Woodward; 6th Pa. Reservell, Lieut.-Col.
L1eut.-eoI. David M. Jones (w), III~. Isaac Rogers. BrI- WeU1n~n H. EDt: I~tb Pa. Reserves, Col. Charles F.
~e 1088: :k. 75; w,3N: m, 21 = '90. Taylor (kl. 1111\1. Wllllam R. Hartshorne. Brigade 1081l;
l!EC01n) DlVUlOll', Brlg.-Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys. k, liD: w, 1811; m, 3 =185. TAtrd Bri(Jaih, Col. Joseph W.

8taJ1'108Il: k, 2; w,9=11. Fieber; 8lhP... Reserves, Lleut.-Col. George Dare: ·9th
Pfm BrigrJIk. Brlg.-Gen. Joseph B. Carr: 18t lllaa•., Po.. Reserves, Lleut.-Col. Jam8ll lIIeK. Buodgrasll: 10th

L1euL-CoL Clark B. Baldwln: 11th 111-., Lieut.-Col. Pa. Reserves, Col. Adoniram J. Warner: 11th Po.. Be-

~ GnanUDg t1'a.Ins and not engaged In the battle.
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I18rvee, Col. ll8mlUll Jf. .lllllbcm; 12tb Pa. BMervllll, CoL
IliIart1n D. HaldSn. B11gade Ioee: k. 8; w, '9 a= 611.

.a.aTlLLIIB'I' BlUGWE, Copt. Aquatua P • .M.art1D.: ad
.M.aeB., IJenL .AaI'oD. F. Waloott; C, lilt N. Y., CoL
Almont BarDell; L, lilt Ohlo, Capt. Frank C. Olbbll;
D, 8th U. 8., LleD.L Cbarl811 E. Hazlett (kl, LleuL Bun
Jamin F. RltteDholllle; I, 5th U. B.. Lleut. .M.a1bone F.
Wataon (WI, Llent. Charlllll C. .IilIlIlCollJ1elL BrigIIde
10118: k, 8; w,38; m,2='3.

BIXTH ARIIY CORPS, .M.~.-Gen. .lohn 8edgw1ok.
~H~"": L, lilt N• .1., and H, lilt Pa.

Cav., Capt. William 8. Craft.
~IBlIT DIVIIIIOIJ, BrI4f.~n.Horatio G. Wright.

P'rorJo8t O.Ulr·tI: ithN. J. (3 60'S), capt. Wiillam R. Xax·
welL Mr.c~ BrIg.-Gen. A. T. A. Torbert: lilt N.
.1.,LlenL·CoL WI1l1am Henry, Jr.; lid. N• .1., LlenLoCoL
Charlee Wlebecke; 3d N•.1., LlenLoCol. Edward L cam...
bell; Uth N• .1., OoL William B. Penrose. Brigade 10IIII:
w,l1. l/«Jond:BritJatk, Brlg.-Gtm. .l08eph J. Bartlett: oft
11th .M.e., CoL Clark 8. Edwards: 121st N. Y., Col. Emory
Upton; IIIIth Pa., Lleut.oCoL Edward Carroll; Nth Pa.,
.Iill\I. William H. Lessig. Brigade 10IIII: k, 1: W, '=11.
TAVtI Brit/tMk, Brlg.~. David A. Rl1Ill6l1: 11th .M.e.,
Col. BJram Bnrnham: i8th Pa. (i eo'lI" IJeut.-CoL
Thomas M. Hul1nge; 119th Pa., CoL Peter C. EUmaker;
11th Wis., CoL Thomas B. A.I1Pn. Brigade 10IIII: w,2
I1IOOI11D DITUIIOJr, Brlg.~n.Albion P. Howe.

l/«Jond Br/f/rMU., CoL LewtA A. Grant: 2d Vt., CoL
Jamee H. Walbrl~; ad VL, CoL Thomas O. Beaver; 'th
Vt., Col. CharIClll B. Btoughton; 5th Vt., IJeuLoCoL John
R. LewlII; 11th Vt., Col. ElIBha L Barney. Brigllde 10l1li:
w,l. 2'1UrtI BI'igtuU, BrI4f.·Gen. Thomas H. Neill: Tth
Me. (II 00'111, IJent.oCoL Belden Connor: 38d N. Y. (de
tachment), CapL Henry.1. GUford; dd N. Y., IJent.
Col• .John WIlBon; i9th N. Y., Col. Danlel D. Bidwell;
TTthlil'. Y.,LlenLoCoL WinllOr B. French; 1I1J1t Pa., Lleut.
CoL Georp F. 8mith. Brigade Ioee: k. 2; w, 11: m,
1=1.1.
1'B1RD DIVIIIOIJ, M~.-Gen. John lIl'ewton, Brig.-Gen.

Frank Wheaton.
rtr.t Brl(Jad.. Brfg.~n. Alexander Bhaler: I15th N.

Y., CoL .1olMlph E. Hamblin: lI'Ith N. Y., Col. NelllOn
0r0lIII: 12211 N. Y., CoL BJIae Tltne; 23d Pa., Llent.oCol.
.lohn F. Glenn; 82d h, CoL IIIaao C. ~tt. Brigade
I...: k.111; w,N; m,3=T" l/«Jond~,CoLHeury

L. Enatil: Tth .M.1WIlI., IJeut.-Col. Franklln P. Harlow;
10th .M.aeI., Llent.oCoL JOleph B. ParIons; 81th M.....,
OoL Oliver Edwards; III R. L, CoL HoratJo Rogers, Jr.
Brigade 10IIII: k, 8; w, '1; m, 26 =69. 2'A'rtI Brl(Jade.
Brig.~n. Frank Wheaton, Col. David J. Nevin: 82d N.
Y., CoL Davld.1. NevIJI, Llent.oCol. Theodore B. namtl
ton; 93d Pa., lliIJII. John L Nevin; 98th PlI., M~. John
B. Kohler; 102d Pa., $ CoL John W. Patterson; 189th
Pa., OoL Frederlok H. Collier, Llent.oCol. WUllam H.
lloody. BrIgade 10IIII: k. 2; W, 111 ... 113.

ABTlLLEBY BRIGADE, Col. Cbarl811 H. Tompkinl: lilt
JI(au., Capt. William H. McCartney: lilt N. Y., Capt.
ADdftlw Cowan; lid N. Y., Capt. William A. Harn: C,
lilt B. L, Capt. Richard Waterman; G, lilt R. I .. Capt.
Georllll W. AdamB; D, 2d U. B.. IJent. Edward B. WIll
llItcJn; G, 2d U. B., IJent. John H. Bntler; F, 5th U.
8., Llent. Leonard Martin. Brigade 10118: k, i; w, 8= 12.

ELEVENTH ARMY CORPB, ~ Ml\!.-Gen. Oliver O.
Howard. Stall' 10IIII: w, 1.
o-az HNJtlqJ~: I and K, lilt Ind. CRv., Capt.

Abram Sharr&; 8th N. Y. (1 CO.), Lieut. Hermann
Foerster. Loll: m.8.
naBT DIVIBIO"', Brig.-Gcn. Franolll C. Barlow (w), Brig.

GoD. Adelbert AmM. Bt8il'108ll: w. 1.
Pin, BrIgade, CoL Leopold von Glllla: illt N. Y.,

Llent.oCol. Detleo von Etnliedel: Mth N. Y., .M.~.

8tephen Kovacl (el, IJent. ErneRt Both; 88th N. Y., Col.
Gotthllt Bonrry; 153d Pa.. M~. John FrneRnif. Brigade
1011: k. M; w, 810; m, 118 _ 521. S«ond Brlgatk, Brig.-

;

AIBo commllD"ect ThIrd Brlg"'e. Third D1v1A1on, July 311.
GUllnUng trBInBIID" not eng&j!ed In tbe battle.
Durlnjf the Interval between the "oath of Oen~1"IlI

BeynolllB lin" the arrival or General Hancock on the after
noon of Jnly ll1t., all the troops on the l\eld of hattie were

Gen. AdeJhert AmeI, Col. A.Ddrew L. Rania: ITth Conn.,
Lleat.-CoL Donglu Fowler IkI, ~. AIleD G. Bnd,.;
26th Ohio, LlenLoCoL Jeremiah WilJiaIlUl (cI, Capt.
Nathaniel J. )lanning. IJent. W\lUam JlaJDney \W),
IJent. lImel White; 75th Ohio, Col. A.IIdrew L. llarrU,
CopL Georllll B. Fox; l07th Ohlo, CoL Seraphim Meyer,
Capt. John Jf. Lnb. Br1gIIde Ioee: k, 88: w, llIIlI; m,
SU-778.
SBOOIIID DIVWOIJ, Brig.~. Adolph voa 8telliwehr.

8taff 10IIII: w, 1.
PiNt Brl{Iade, CoL Charles R. Colter: lMth N. Y.,

Llent.oCoL A.11aD H . .Jacbon; 1Mth N. Y., Liellt.-COL
D. B. AIleD; 21th Pa., IJent.-CoL LoftllUl CaubldDr; 7l1d
Pa., capt. D. F. Kelley. Br\pde 10IIII: 11, lil5; w. _; m,
81' =6llT. l/«Jond:BritJatk, CoL Orland Smith: 33d
Maes., Col. Adin B. Underwood; 118th N. Y., CoL .Jamn
Wood, Jr.; 6IIth Ohio, Col. Charlel B. Gambee: f3d Ohio,
IJent.oCoL Richard Long. BriIlade 10IIII: k. 111; w, ITS :
m,19=M8.
THIBD DIVIIIlOIJ, .Iill\I.~. Carl8chnrs..

Fa,.., Brlgatk, Brfg.~n. Alex. 8ehimmeltennll\', Col•
Georllll von Amllberg: 8lId IlL, IJe'nt.-coJ. Edward 8.
Balomon; 65th N. Y., CoL Goorllll von AmBbelll, LleuL·
CoL Adolphua Dobke; 11l7th lIl'. Y., CoL Philip P. BroWII,
Jr.; II1I1t Ohio, Col. Btephen J. McGroarty; 14th PL,
CoL Adolph von Hartunl\' (WI, LlenLoCot. A1e.xaDder
von Mitzel (C), Capt. Gnetav 8chIeite'r, Capt. Henry
Krau8eneek. Brigade 10IIII: k,68; w,298; m.6U=llD'I.
s-mtl BrlgatU, CoL W. KrzYZllDowBk!: II8th N. Y.,
Llent.oCol. Augullt Otto, Capt. Emil Koenl«; l1\Ith N. Y ••
CoL John T. Loekmau IwI, IJent.oCoL Edward F. Lloyd;
8lId Ohio, CoL Jam88 8. RoblnllOli (WI, Llent.-Col. David
ThomlKln; Tilth PL, CoL Franelll Mahler (WI. J(IQ.
Al1g1lllt Ledil\': 2IIth Wia., LlenLoCoL HanA Boebel (WI,
Capt. John W. Fncha. BrIgade Ioee: II:. Til; w, 888: m,
~=lI6ll.

A.BTILLERT BBIOWE, Ml\!. ThomlLl W. OeborD: I,
lit N. Y., Capt. .M.lchael Wiedrich; 13th N. Y., Lienl.
William Wheeler: I, lit Ohio, CopL Hnbert DUI\'eI'; K.,
lit Ohlo, Copt. LewIB Heekman; G, ith U. 8., UeuL
Bayard WUke8oD. (k), LleIlL En/lllne A. BaneroiL BrI·
gade lou: k, T; w,lI3; m,lI=69.

TWELFTH ARMY CORPS, M~.~. Henry W •
Blooum,' Brig.~n.Alphe1lllB. William..

Proeo.t 0tuJnl: 10th Me. Ii 00'11), capt. .John D.
BeardBley.
I'IRlIT DlVl8J01l', Brfg.-Gfln. AlpheD.II 8. WI1l1am.. Br\«..

Gen. Thomae H. Ruger.
Mr.c BrI/ItIIU, CoL Archibald L. MeDonpll: MIl

Conn., CoL Warren W. Packer; 20th Conn.. L1ent.-CoL
William B. Wooster: 3d .M.d., Col. J_ph J(. 8ndllbnrg;
123d N. Y., Llent.oCoJ. Jamllll C. ROIlOI'I, CopL Adolphna
H. Tanner; lUth N. Y., Col. E. IJvlnpton Prlee; 48th
PL, Col. Jam88 L Belfr1d~ Br1gIIde 10IIII: k, 12; w, fiG;
nl,8=1IO. a.-d Bri(Jflde, Brfg.~n. Henry H. Leek·
wood: lilt Md. Potomac Home Brigade, 001. WWiam P.
ManlBby; lit .M.d. Eastern 8hore, CoL Jamee Wallll<-e:
uoth N. Y.,CoL John H. Ketcham. Brigade Ie-: k.3$:
w, 121; m, 18= 17&. TA'rtI Brl{Iade, Brig.-Gen. Thomas
H. Rll{nlr, ("AlL Rllu CoJ«rove: 21th Ind., 001. 8i1aA Col
grove, IJeut.-CoJ. John R. Feller; 2d .M.1WIlI., Llenl.-("'.nL
CbarieB R. Mndge (kl,M~.CbaTlesF. MOrle: 13th N • .I.,
Col. Ezra A. Carman; l07th N. Y., Col. Nirom M. Cran.. ;
3d Will., CoL William Hawley. Brigade 10118: k, ill; 1Ir.

225; m,lI=2T9.
8ECOlI'D DJVIII01l', Brig.~n. John W. Geary.

PInt Brigade', Col. Charle8 Candy: 5th Ohio, CoL .John
H. Patrick; 7th Ohio, Col. William R. Creighton; 29tb
Ohio, Copt. Wilbur F. BteveDII (wl, capt. Edward HayoN;
88th Ohlo, IJeut...f'.oI. Eugene Pow..U; 28th PL, C.al't.
John FJynn; 147th Pa. (8 eo's), IJent.oCol. Arlo Pardiit', .Jr.
Hrigade 101111: k, 18; w,l1T; m,8=138. S«mtd Brigade,
CoL Goorge A. Cobham, Jr., Brlg.-Gen. Thomas L Kane.
CoL Georllll A. Cobham, Jr.: 29th Pa., Col. William Rick·

cnmmllD"",1 hy Oenerol Howllrd. OC'nerai SClhun lakin",
eoOlmand of the Eleventh Corps, ud General IkhlDlJDC'l
fennlg of the ThIrd Dlvllllon.

, General Slocum el[e~ eolDDllIDd of UIe I1ght ..-In.:
during a part of the hame.
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lU'lla, Jr.: 10l1th PL, Capt. F. L. Glmber: I11th PL, Llent.·
CoL TholDBll X. WBlker, Col. George A. Oobham, Jr.,
Lleut.oCol. ThomBS X. WBlker. Brigade 10ll1: k. 33: w,
&6; m, 1I=ll8. TAird BrIgatU. Brlg.-Gen. George 8.
Greene: GOth N. Y., Col. Abel Godard; 78thN. Y., Lleut.
Col. Herbert von Hammerlte1n: 10'Jd N. Y., Col. .lameR
C. Lane (w), capt. Lewill R. Btegman: 137th N. Y., Col.
David Ireland; I'm N. Y •• Col. Henry A. Bamwn.
Lleut.~l.Charlea B. Randall (w). Brigade 1011: k, 67:
w.212; m, 24= 803.

AKTILLERY BRIGADE, Llent. Edward D. Muhleuberg:
X, lIt N. Y•• Lieut. ChBrlea E. Winegar: E, PL, Llent.
CbBrllYl A. Atwell; F, .th U. 8.• Lleut. 8ylvanUB T.
RDQ; K, 11th U. 8•• Lleut. David H. K1DZle. Brigade
lOllS: w,B.

CAVALRY CORPS, MaJ.-Gen. Alfred PlellllOnton.
FlBIIT DIVISION, BrIg.-Gen. John Buford.

Fin, Bri(Jatk, OoL Wlll1am Gamble: 8th m, XaJ. John
L.'BeverldKe: 12th Ill. (. 00'1) and 3d Ind. (6 CO'I), Col.
George H. Chapman; 8th N. Y., Lleut.-Col. Wllllam L.
Xarkell. Brigade lOll: k.18: w.lI8; m.28=99. 8«:or&d
Brigad~, Col. ThomM C. Devin: 6th N. Y., Mild. Wm. E.
Beardll1ey: Bth N. Y .• Col. WIll1am 8ackett; 17th Pa.,
Col. J. H. Kellogg: 3d W. Va. (2 00'8), Capt. Seymour B.
Conger. Brigade lOBI: k, 2; w. 8: m. ~=28. RuerH
Brir/GtU. Brlg.-Gen. WeBley Merritt: 6th Pa., Mild. Jamee
H. Haaeltine: lIt U. 8•• Capt. Robert 8. C. Lord; 2d
U. 1'1., capt. T. F. Rodenbaugh: 11th U. M., Capt. JullUB
W. M8BOn: 8th U. B., Mild. 8B1Due1 H. 8tarr (wand l').
Lleut. LoulB H. Carpenter. Lleutl'uant Nlcholal Nolan.
captain Ira W. ClBll1u. Brigade lOBI: k, 13; w, lllI;
m,223=291.
8ECOJrD DIVlBIOIi, Brlg.-Gen. David McM. Oregg. Head

flIIar~,..Guard: A, lIt Ohio. Capt. Noah JOUM.
Pi,.., Brlgath, Col. Johu B. MoIntolh: lIt Md., Lient.

Gol. .lameR M. Deeml: A, Purnell (MeL) Legion,
C-aapt. Robert E. Dnvll1l; lIt XIUlll., Lleut.-Col. Greely 8.
Curt1B: lilt N• .1., XlIJ. M. H. Beaumont: lilt Pa., Col.
John P. Taylor: 3d Pa.. Lleut.-Col. E. 8. Jonel; Section
Bllttery H, 3d Pa. Art'y, Captain W1ll1am D. Rank. Bri
gade 10118: w,.: m. B=1Ili. &emw. Brigad~, ~ Col. Pen
nock Huey: 2d N. Y., Lleut.-Col. Otto HarhauI: .th N.
Y.• Lleut.·CoI. AugnltUB Pruyn; 11th Ohio, HlId. WIlUam
8tedman: 8th Pa., Capt. WUUam A. Corrie. TAird Bri
(JGAk, Col. J. IrvIn Gregg: lilt Me., Lleut.-Col. Charlel
H. Smith: 10th N. Y., MlIJor M. Henry Avery: .th
PB., Lleut.-Colonel William E. DOIter: 16th Pa., Lieut.·
Colonel John K. BobiBOn. Brigade 10M: k, II: W,12:
m.3=21.
TBOlD DrvDIOK, Brlg.-Gen. JndBOn Kilpatrick. Head

flIIarlIin Guard: C, lat Ohio, Capt. Samuel N. 8tan
ford.

~ At WeatmlD"ter, etc., and not engaged In the batt,le.
, Wltb Hney'" cavalry brigade, and Dot In the battle.

",,.., BrIgaM, BrIg.-Gen. Elon J. Farnnrorth (k), Col.
Nathaniel P. Richmond: 5th N. Y., Mild. Johu Ham
mond; 18th Pa., Lleut.-CoL William P. Brinton; 18t Vt.,
Lieut.-Col. AddlBon W. Prelton; 18t W. Va., Col. Na
thantel P. Blchmond, MI\I. Ct.arlea E. Capehart. Bri
gade lou: k, 21: w, st; m, tlI=lI8. Suond Brigade,
Brig. -Gen. George A. CUBter: lIt Mich., CoL Charlet! H.
Town: 11th Mloh., Col. RllBlI(lll A. Alger: 6th MJoh., Col.
GeorgeGray: 7th MJoh., Col. WlUIam D. Mann. Brigade
lOBI: k.82; w,U7: m,78=2li7.

BOBllJl: ARTILLeRY. Fir.' Brigade, Capt. Jamel M. Rob
ertBOn: 9th Mich., Capt. Jabez J. DanlelB; 11th N. Y ••
Capt. J08eph W. Mu.rtIn; B and L,2d U. 8 .. Lieut. Ed
ward Heaton; M, 2d U. 8., Lieut. A. C. M. Pennlnl\'ton:
E, .th U. 8•• Lleut. 8amuel 8. ELder. Brigade lou: k, 2:
w, 6 =8. Suvnd Brigade, Capt. John C. TIdball: E and
O. lIt U. 8., Capt. AlanBOn M. Baudol: K, 18t U. 8., Capt.
William M. Graham; A, 2d U. 8., LIeut. John H. Calef:
C,3d U. 8.,' Lleut. W1ll1anI D. Fuller. Brigade 1088:
k, 2; w,13=111.

ARTILLERY RESERVE, Brlg.-Gen. Robert O. Tyler,
Capt. Jamel M. Roberteon.

Hfl4dquarln'. Guard: C, 82d MBAII., Capt. JoIIlah C.
Fuller.FI,..' Regular Brigade, Capt. Dunbar R. RanBOm (w) :
H,llt U. 8., Lieut. Chandler P. Eakin (W), Lieut. Phlllp
D. MaBOD: FandK.3d U.8., Lieut. John G. Turnbull: C,
.th U. S., Llent. Evan ThomM; C,lIth U. 8., Lleut.
GuUan V. Weir. Brigade lOBI: k, 18: w, 118; m, 2=68.
Fir" Volunleer Brigade, Lieut.-Col. Freeman McGU
very: 5th MaBB. (10th N. Y. attached), Capt. Charlet! A.
PhllllpI; lith MBAII., Capt. John Bigelow (w), Llent.
RIchard 8. MUton; 15th N. Y., Capt. Patrick Hart (w);
C and F, Pa., Capt. Jamel ThompBOn (w). Brigade
lou: k,ll1; w, 71: m, 6 =98. Suond Voltlnlur Brigade.
Capt. Elijah D. Tart: B, lIt Conn., ~ capt. Albert F.
Brooker; M, 18t Conn., ~ Capt. Franklin A. Pratt: 2d
Conn., Capt. John W. 8terllng: 11th N. Y., Capt. Elijah
D. Taft. Brigade lOBI: k, 1; w, II: m, 2 = 8. TAird Vol
unlur Brlgatk, Capt. JameB F. Huntington: lIt N. R.,
Capt. Frederick M. Edgell; H, lIt Ohio, Lleut. George
W.Norton; F and G, lIt Pa., Capt. R. Bruce RlokettB~

C, W. Va., Capt. Wallace Hlll. Brigade lOBI; k. 10; w,
tt; m, 8=87. FourtA VoluRleer Brigade, Capt. Robert
H. FItzhugh: 6th Me., Llent. Edwin B. Dow; A, Md.,
Capt. Jamea H. RIgby; lIt N. J .. Lieut. AugUBtln N.
PIU"lIODB: G, lilt N. Y., Capt Nellon Amet!: K. 18t N. Y.
l11th N. Y. attached), Capt. Robert H. F1tzh~h. BrI
gade 10118: k, 2: w. st = SII.

7'rtJin Guard: .th N. J. (700'1), Xlid. CbBrlea Ewing.
The total 10811 of the Union army wal 8lI'I\I killed,

1',.97 wounded, and M3I. captured or mlBBlng ..33,009.

~ AtTaneytcwn and Weatmlnllter, and not engapd Ln the
battle.

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY.
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA-General Robert E. Lee.

FIRST ARMY CORPS, Llent.-Gen. JamlYl Louglltreet.
X OUW8'S D1V18101i. Hl\I.-Gen. Lafayette MeLaWI.

KenluJrr. Bri(JfJlk, BrIg.-Oen. Joaeph B. Kerahaw: 2d
I!. C•• f:ol. .1. D. Kennedy (W), L1ent.-Col. F. GlI11lard; 3d
II. e.. HlId. R. C. Malrett, Col. J. D. Nance: 7th 8. C., Col.
D. Wyatt Aiken: 8th 8. C., Col. J. W. Hen&l\'Sn; llith B.
C., Col. W. D. De BauBIlIIJ'e (k), MaJ. William M. Gilt: 3d
R. C. Battalion. Lleut.-COL W. G. Rice. Brigade lou: k,
115; w ••83: m,82=630. 8emmu'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen.
PDnt .1. 8emme8 (m wI, CoL Goode Bryan: 10th 00.., CoL
John B. Weemll: lioth Ga., Col. W. R. Mannlnll': 518t Ga.,
CoL E. Ball; li8d Ga.. Col. Jamel P. Simml. Brigade
lOoOA: lr, 55: w, W: m, Bl = taO. Barbd4k'. Brigade,
RrllI'.-Gen. Wllilam BllrkAdale (m 11'), Col. Benjamin G.
Hnmphrey~: 18th Mia, CoL. J. W. Carter: 17th MI88.,
Col. "'. D. Holdt"r. Lieut.-Col. John C. Flscr; 18th Miss.,
Col. T. M. Grlllln. Lleut.-Col. W. H. LUIlll; 211t Mill.,
Col. B. G. HumpbreYII. Brigade 1081: k, 105; 'W, lllIO;
m.92=7.7, lVo.trord'. Brfgade, Brlg.-Gen. William T·
Woll'ord: 11th Ga., Col. Goode Bryan: 18th G.... Lleut.-

Col. 8. Z. Rull'; ttth Ga.. Col. Robert KcMJllan: Cobb'l
(Oa.) LegIon, Lieut.-Col. Luther J. Glonn; Phlll1pa'l
(Ga.) Le~on, Lleut.-Col. E. fl. Barol&y. BrlRBde lOBI: k,
30; w, 192: m, 112 = 38.. ..4.r'lUertI BtJUalion, Col. Henry
C. Cabell: A, lilt N. C.• Capt. B. C. Manly; Ga. Battery
IPulallki Art'y), Capt. J. C. FrBlIer (m W), Lieut. W. J.
Furlong: Va. Battcry (1st Rlohmond Howltzel'll), Capt.
E. R. McCarthy; Ga. Battery (Troup Art'y), Capt. H. H.
Carlton (w). LIeut. C. W. Motel. Battalton 10111: k,8:
w,29=37.
PICKETT'S DIVIIION, MI\I.-Gen. Georll'e E. Plckt"tt.

Garneti'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Rlcbard B. Garnett 00.
Ma.l. Charlllll R. Peyton: 8th Va., Col. Eppa Hunton (W) ;
18th Va., Lieut.-Col. H. A. Carrlnll'ton (w>; 19th Va., Col.
Henry Gantt (w), Lleut.·Col. John T. ElUI (k); 28th
Va., Col. R. C. Allen (k), Lleut.-Col. William WattB; lllIth
Va., Col. W. D. 8tuart (m wl, Lleut.-Col. P. P. 8laughter.
Brigade lou: k, 78: w. 82.; m, Il39=BU• ..4.rfltulead'.
Brigade, Brll\'.-Gen. LewlB A. ArmlBtead lk), Col. W. R.
AJ'lett: Bth Va•• Mild. John C. Owem (k); Uth Va., Col.
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James G. HodgeA (11." Lleut.·CoI. William White; 38th
Va.. Col. E. C. EdmondA «k), Lleut.·CoI. P. B. Wbittle;
Il3d Va.. Col. W. R. Aylett (WI; 67th Va.. Col. John Bowie
Magruder (k). Brigade 1088: k, 88; w, 'IlO; m. 643 = 1191.
Kemper. Brigade. Brlg.-Geu. James L. Kemper (wand
c), Col. Joseph Mayo. Jr. (w): 1st Va., Col. Le"'1ll R.
Williams (w). Lleut.-Col. F. U. Skinner; 3d Va., Col.
Joseph Mayo. Jr., Lleut.·Col. A. D. Calieote (k); 7th Va.•
Col. W. T. Patton \k), Lieut.-Col. C. C. Flowerree; 11th
Va., M~. KirkWood Otey (wI; 2'th Va.• Col. William R.
Terry (w). BriKade 10M: k, 58; w, 3Il/l; m. 317=781.
ArtUUry Baltalio". M~. Jame" Dearing: Va. Battery
(Fauquier Art'y). Capt. R. l\L Stribling; Va. Battery
(Hampden Art·y), Capt. W. H. CMlde; Va. Batt~ry

(Richmond Fayette Art'y), Capt. M. C. Macon; Va. Bat
tery. Capt. Jo"eph G. Blount. BattaiJon 1088; k. 8; w,
17 =215.
BOOD'" DlVI"ION. M~.-Gen• .Tohn B. Hood (W). Brig..

Gen. E. McIver Law.
Law'.Brigatk, Brljt.-Gen. E. McIver Law, Col. Jam.." I.

Shel!leld; 'th Ala., Lleut.·Col. L. H. Scruggs; 15th Ala.,
Col. William C. Oates, Capt. B. A. Hill; «th Ala., Col.
William F. Perry; '7th Ala., Col. Jame" W. JIWPon,
Lleut.-C.ol. M. J. Bulger. (wand c), M~. J. M. Campbell;
'lith Ala., Col• .Tames L. Sheftleld. Capt. T, J. Eubanks.
BrlJt&deloss: k.7'; w,2'l6; m,I'6='U6. A,uierBtm·.Bri
(/ade, Brlg.-Gen. Geor~ T. Andel'llOn (W), Lient.-Col.
Wllliam Lul!'man: 7th Ga., Col. W. W. White; 8th 0".,
Col. John R. Towel'll; 9th Oa., LI..nt.-CoL John C.
Moun~r (k), M~. W. M. Jones (w). Capt. Geor~ Hill
yer; 11th Ga., Col. F. H. Little (W). Llellt.-Col. WllUam
Lulrman, MIlJ, Henry D. McDaniel, Capt. WllUom H.
Mltehell; 69th Ga.• Col. Jack Brown (w), Capt. M. G.
BIWI". BrlJt&delos,,; k,I05;w,619; m. 15'=671. Roberlao,,·. Brigatk. Brljt.-Gen. Jerome B. Robertson (wI: 3d
Ark.• Col. Van H. Manning (w). Llent.-Col. R. S. Taylor;
1st Tex.• Lleut.-Col. P. A. Work; 'th Tex.. Col. .T. C. G.
Key (w). MIlJ. J. P. Bane; 6th Tex., Col. B. M. Powcll
(m WI. LI..ut.-Col. K. Bryan (w). MIlJ. J. C. Rogen.
Brigade 1088: k, 11'; w. 89S; m. 190=697. Bm,d"u'••
Brlg.-Gen. Henry L. Benning: 2d Ga.. LIeut.-CoL
William T. Harris (k). M~. W. S. Rhepherd; 15th Ga.,
Col. D. M. Du B08ll; 17th Ga.• Col. W. C. Hodges; 20th
Ga., Col. Jobn A. Jonell (kl, Lient.-Col. J. D. Waddell.
Brigade 1088: k. 76; w, 299; m, 129='97. ArtUlery Bat
taUoJo. ~. M. W. Henry: N. C. Battery (Branch Art'y),
Capt. A. C. Latham; S. C. Battery (German Art'y), Capt.
William K. Bacbman; B. C. Battery (Palmetto Light
Art'y). Capt. Hugh R. Garden; N. C. Battery (Rowan
Art'yl, Capt. James Remy. Battalion 1088: k, ': w,
ill= 2'1.

RESERVB ARTILLERY, Col. J. B. Walton.
Atuan.der'. BaUaUon, Col. E. Porter Alexander: La.

Battery (Madison Llgbt Art·y) , Capt. George V. Moody;
B. C. Battery (Brookl Art'y), Lleut. B. C. GUbert; Va.
Battery (Ashland Art·y). Cap\.. P. Woolfolk, .Tr. (w),
Lleut. James Woolfolk; Va. Battery (Bedford Art'y).
Capt. T. C. Jordan; Va. Battery. Capt. William W.
Parker; Va. Battery. Capt. O. B. Taylor. Batt&llon
lOAs: k,19; '11".11'; m,6=139. Wuhington(La.)ArtU
lerJ/, MIlJ· B. F. Eshleman: lIt Co., Capt. C. W. Squil'Cll;
~Co•• Capt.J. B. Richardson; 3d Co., Capt. M.B.MtU..r:
'th Co.• Clpt. Joe Norcom (w). Li..ut. H. A. Battle8.
Battalion losl: k. 3; w, 26; m, 16 = '&.

SECOND ARMY CORPS, Lieut.-Gen. Rlcbard fl.
Ewell. Btainol": '11",1.
EARLY'S DIVISION, MIlJ.-Gen. Jubal A. Early.

Hay.'. Brigade, BrigAffln. Harry T. Ha)'I: 6th lA,
Ma.I. Alexander Hart (w), Capt. T. H. Blpcoe; 6th La.,
Lieut.-Col. Joseph Hanlon; 7th lA, Col. D. B. Penn; 8th
lA, ('01. T. D. Lewil (kl, Lieut.-Col A. de Blano (wI. M~.
G. A. Le"t..r; 9th La., Col. Leroy A. Stall'ord. Brigade
1""1: k. 36; w, 201; m. 76 = 313. Hote'. Brigatk, Col.
Isaac E. Avery (m wI, Col. A.C. Godwin: 6th N.C•• MI\!.
B. MoD. Tate; 91st N. C•• Col. W. W. Kirkland; 67th N.
C.• Col. A. C. Godwin. Brlttade loss: k, 35; w, 216; m,
N=M5. SmUA'. Brigade, Brlg.·Gen. WllUam Bmlth:
81"t Va•• Col• .Tohn S. Holfmau; '9th Va., Lleut.·Col. J.
Catlett G1bllOn; 62d Va.. Lieut.-Col. Jam..s H. Skinner.
Brigade 10llll: 11:, 12; w, 113; m. 17 = U:L Gordon'. Bri-

gaM, Brlg.-Gen. John B. Gordon: 13th Ga.. Col. .Tame..
M. Smith; 26th Ga., Col. E. N. Atldn80u: 31l1t Ga.. Col.
Clement A. Evanll; 38th G.... Capt. WUliam L. McLeod;
60th Ga., Capt. W. B. JOJJ68; 61st Ga., Col. John H.
Lamar. Brlgadel08,,:k,71; '11".270; 1II.39=S80. Artillt!f'/l
BaUaI""'. Lieut.-Col. H. P. JoneR: Va. Battery
(Charlottesville Art'y). Capt. Jam.." M...n. Carrington:
Va. Battery (Courtney Art'y), Capt. W. A.. Tanner; La.
Battery (Guard Art'y), Capt. C. A. Green; Va. Batt.,n
(Staunton Art'y), Capt. A. W. Garber. B&ttallon 10....·;
k,2; w,8=8..
,JOHNSON'S IIIVISION. M~.-Gen. EdWl\rd Jobuson. I'taJr

1088: w,l; m,I=9.
Steuart'. Brigade. BrII\'.·Gen. Gf'<Jrgt> H. flt..nart: lot

Md. Battalion. Lieut.-Col. Jwn.... R. Herbert (w), Maj.
W. W. GoldAborough ('11"), Capt• .T. P. Crane; l ..t N. C.•
LI..ut.·Col. H. A. Brown; 3d N. C., M~. W. M. PllJ'8ley;
lotb V.... Col. E. T. H. Worren; 23d Va.• Lit'ut.-Col. 8. T.
Walton; 37th Va•• M~. H. C. Wood. Brlgadelo.... : k.83;
W, "19; m.ll1O=68:L NklwllB'.Brigade, CoI. .T. M. WiIl
iamll: 1st lA, Capt. E. D. Willett; 2d La•• L1eut,-<'(JI. R.
E. Burke; loth La., MI\!. T. N. Powell: uth La.. LI..ut.
Col. David Zable: l&th La.. Ml\!. Andrew Brady. BrI
gadelo",,; k,'8: w,309; m,86=3lIII. SkmtraltRrigad,.
Brlg.-Gen. James A. Walker: ~ Va., Col• .T Q. .\.
Nadenbon"ch: 'th Va., MI\!. WUllam T..rry; 6th Vo.•
Col J. H. S. Funk; 27th Va.. Lleut.-('<Jl. D. M. ShrI",..r;
SSd Va., Capt. J. B. Golladay. Brigade 10£ll: k. 3li; w.
208; m. 87=830. Jona'. Brigatk, Brljt.-Gen. John M.
Jane" (w). Lieut.-Col. R. H. Dungan: 21.t Va.. Ca}.t. W.
P. Moseley; ~6th Va.. Col• .T. C. IDgJt1nbotham (WI.
Lleut.-Col. .T. A. Robinson; '9d Va.• Lleut.-('<Jl. R. W.
Witbel'll (w). Capt. S. H. Sannden; "th Va.. Maj. N.
Cobb (wl. Copt. T. R. Bncknpr; '8th Va.. Lleut.-Col. R.
H. Dungan; M~. 08l'1U' White; 60th Va., Lieut.-CoL I..
H. N. Salyer. Brigade lOR": J[,5lI; '11".309: D1.61=W.
ArlUlerJ/ Ballal""" Mod• .T. W. Latln.er (m wl, Capt.
Charl"R I, Raine: l"t Md. Batt~ry. Capt. William F.
Dement; Va. Battery (Alleghany Art'yl, Capt. .T. C.
Carpenter; Md. Battery (Ch688pealre Art'y), Capt. Will
Iam D. Brown (w); Va. (Lee) Batt~ry,Capt. Chari.... I.
Baine, Lieut. WllUam W. Hardwieke. Battalion 10~8:

Jr. 10; w, 'll= 110.
RODEll'" DIVISION, MIlJ.-Gen. Robert E. Rod"".

Danur. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen, JuntU8 Daniel; 32d N. C.,
Col. E. C. Brabble; ~ N. C.• Col. T. 8. Kenan (wand.."
Ueut.-CoL W. G. Lewi,,; "th N, C.• L1eut.-Col. 8. n.
Boyd (wand c). M~. Jobn R. Winston (wand el. ('apt.
A. H. Gallaway (WI. Capt. J. A. Hopkins; Gad N. C .• Col.
W. A. Ow..n,,; 2d N. C. BattalJon, Lleut.-Col n. L.
Andrews (k), Capt. Van Brown. Brigade 10IlR: k. 185;
'11", 6SI5; m,1l6=916. ll'eJ'BOn'.Brigatk, Brljt.-Gen. Altrro
Ivel'llOn: 15th N. C., Capt. SpeiJtbt B. We~t (W). ('"pt.
Benjamin Robinson (wI; 12tb N. C.• Lieut.-('oL W. fl.
Davi,,: 20th N. C., Lieut.-Col. Ne!llon Slonl\'h (W). Capt.
LewisT. Hicks: 23dN. C.,Col. D. H.CbrI8tte (mw). Capt.
William H . .Tohnston. BriKade 1088: k,13O; w. S'JlI; m,:JCII
= ll2O. Dote... Bri(/ad~,Brlg.-Gf'n. Geor~Dole,,: 4th Cia...
Lieut.-CoL D. R. E. Wlnn (kl. M<\I. W. H. Willis; 12tb Cia..
Col. Edward Wlllls; 21~t Ga•• Col• .Tohn T. M...«er: "'th
Ga.. Col. S. P. Luml'lrtn IW), MIlJ. W. R. Peebhl. BrI~e
1088: k, 2': w, 1~ ; m. 31 = 179. Ra.......,... Br-gad~.RrI..:.
Gen. Stephen D. Ramseur: 2dN,C.• M~. D. W. Hurtt IWI.
Capt. James T. Ac&les; 'th N. C., Col. Bryan GrimM;
uth N. C., Col. R. Tyler ~nnett (W), MoJ;!• .Io......h n.
Lambeth; 30th N. C., Col. Franela M. Perlr..r (""1, 101"".
W. W. Sellen. Brlnde 1088: k. ill; W, ·.2i; m. 52 = 177.
lYNe4l'. Brl(Jad~, Cnl. Edward A. O'N, al: 3d Ala., ("'01.

C. A. Battle; 5t1l Ala., Col. J. M. Hall; 6th Ala.. ('01. .T.
N. Lightfoot (w), Capt. M. L. Bowie: 12th .o\la., ('01. l'l.
B. Pickens: 28th Ala., Lif\nt.·(',ol. John C. Good~m...
BriKade 1088: k, 73; w, m; m,I9S=696. Arlilh'ry&lIal
iotl. Lieut.-Col. ThomM H. Carter: Ala. Batt..ry (J..lr
Davis Art'y) , Capt. W. J. Reese; Va. B8tt..ry IKlnjt Will
Iam Art'YI, Capt. W. P. Cartl'r; VI\. Bat1ery (Morrie
Art'y), Capt. R. C. M. Page (WI; Va. Battery (OnlUlI:'"
Art·y) , Capt. C. W.•Ty. Battalion lou: k. 6; w. 35; m.
9'=611.
BB8KRVE ARTILLERY, Col. J. ThomJlllOn Brown.

BI'o1llll'. Battaliofl, capt. Wlllis.T.~: Va. Battf'ry
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(2d Riohmond Howitzers), Capt. David Wlltson; Va.
Battery (ad Rlohmond Howitzers), Capt. B. H. Smith,
Jr.; Va. Battery (Powhatan Art'YI, Lieut. John M.
Cunlngham; Va. Battery (Rookbrldge Art·yl, Capt. A.
Graham; Va. Battery (Balem Art'y), Lieut. C. B. Grlf
lin. Battalion loss: k.3; w.19=22. NellKm·sBaUaUon.
Lieut.-eol. William Nelson : Va. Battery (Amherst Art·YI.
Capt. T. J. Kirkpatrick; Va. Battery (Fluvanna Art'y).
Capt. J. 1.. Masllle; Ga. Battery, Capt. John Milledge, Jr.
Battalion 10118 (not reported).

THIRD ARMY CORPS, Lieut.-Gen. Ambrose P.
IIlll_
~J)EIl801'l'8 DIV1810N, MI\!.-Geu. Rlohard H. Andersou.

Wikors Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Cadmus M. Wllcox: 8th
Ala•• Lieut.-Col. Hilary A. Herbert; 9th Ala., Capt. J.
H. King (w); 10th Ala., Col. William H. Forney (wand
CI, Lieut.-eol. James E. Shelley; 11th Ala., Col. J. C. C.
Sanders (wI, Lieut.-Col. George E. Tayloe; uth Ala.,
Col. L. Pinckard (W), Lieut.-Col. James A. Broome. BrI
gndlllotl8: k, 51; w, t69: m, 257=777. Malton~;'sBrigade,
Brig.-Gen. William Mahone: 6th Va., Col. George T.
Roge1"ll: 13th Va., Col. D. A. Welslger; 16th Va.• Col.
Jooeph H. Ham; '1st Va., Col. William A. Parham; 61st
Va., Col_ V. D. Groner. Brigade 1088: k, 8: w, 65: m,
39= 10'A. Wrig1&t'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Ambl'08e R.
Wright. Col. William Gibson, Brig.-Gen. Ambrose R.
Wright: 3d Ga., Cnl. E. J. Walker; 22d Ga., Col. Joseph
WaRden (k), Capt. B. C. MoCurry;~ Ga., Col. WilUam
GibllOn, Capt. M. R. HIl11, Col. Wllliam Gibson (wand c) ;
lid Ga. Battalion, MI\I. George W. Ross (m w), Capt.
Charle.. J. Moft'ett. Rrigade loss: k, iO; w, 2IlIl; 10, 33:J
= ll68. Perrg"s Brigade, Col. David Lang: 2d Fla., Maj.
W. R. Moore (wand c); 5th Fla., Capt. R. N. Gardner
(w): 8th Fla., Col. David Lang. Brigade 1088: k, 33; w,
2li; m, _=f.lili. PoBey'. Brigade, Brig.·Gen. Carnot
P08CY: 12th M188., Col. W. H. Taylor: 16th MiM., Col.
Bamnel E. Baker: 11lth MI88., Col. N. H. HnrrI8; 4.8th
Mi88., Col. Joseph M. Jayne. Brigade loss: k, 12; w,71
= 83, BKmpler (Ga.) Artillery B4llGlirm. MI\!. John
Lane: Co. A.. Capt. Hugh M. Ross; Co. B. Capt. George
M. Patterson; Co. C. Capt. Jobn T. Wlng1teld (w).
BattaJ10n 1088: k, 3; w. 21; m. 6 = 30.
HETB'8 DIVI810N. MI\!.-Gen. Henry Heth (WI, Brig.-Gen.

J. Johnston Pettigrew (W). Btalfloss: w,2.
nnt Brigade. Brig.-Oen. J. Johneton Pettigrew. Col.

James K. Marshall IW and e): 11th N. C.• Col. Collett
Leventborpe (WI; 26th N. C., Col. Henry K. Bllrgwyn, Jr.
(k), Capt. H. C. Albright; uth N. C.. Col. G. H. Far!
banJt (w); 5M N. C., Col. James K. Mal'8hall, Lieut.
Col. Marcl11lI A. Parke (11'). Brigade loss: k, 190: w,
915=1105. Suolld Brigade. Col. J. M. Brockenbrongh:
foOtb Va., capt. T. E. Betts, Capt. R. B. Davis; 47th Va.,
(',01. Robert M. Mayo: lilith Va•• Col. W. B. Chrl8t1an;
tid Va. Battal1on, MI\I. John B. Bowlee. Brigade 1088:
k. 26: 11',123= 14.8. Th.ird Brigatk. Brlg.-Gen. Jwnes J.
Arcber (C). Col. B. D. Fry (wand c). Lieut.-Col. B. G.
Shepard: lath Ala.• Col. B. D. Fry; 6th Ala. Battalion,
MA\I. A.. B. Van de Graaft': 1st Tenn. (Prov. Anny). MI\!.
Feltx G. BucbaDan; 7th Tenn., Lleut.-Col. B. G. Bhepard;
14th Tenn.. Capt. B. L. Phillips. BrIgade loss: k, 16; w,
144: m, 517 =677. Fourth Brlgatk, Brig.-Gen. Joseph R.
Dsvilo: 2d Mle8•• Col. J. M. Btone (w) ; 11th 111188., Col. F.
!Il. Greene; f.2d lIlt88., Col. H. R. Miller; lilith N. C.,
Col. J. K. Connally (w). Brigade 1088: k. 180; w.
717 = 8I1T. AriUlerv BaUalion, Lieut.-Col. John J. Gnr
nett: La. Battery (Donaldsonville Art·y). Capt. Victor
:Hanrin; Va. Battery (Huger Art'y), Capt. Joaeph D.
Moore; Va. Battery, Capt. John W. Lewis; Va. Battery
<Norfolk Light Art·y Bines), Capt. C. R. Grandy. Bat
taliou 1088: 11',5: m,17=22.
PEliDER'8 DIVI8I0K. MI\!.-Gen. William D. Pender (10

WI, Brtg.-Gen. James H. Lane. Ml\l.-Gen. Isaac R.
Trimble (wand 01, BriB.-Gen. James H. Lane. 8tali'
10&8: k, 1; W,4=5.

PirBf Brlgad.e. Col. Abner Perrin: 1st B. C. (Prov.
Anny), H~. C. W. MoCreary; 1st B. C. (RUles), Capt.
WI\Uam H. Hadden; 12th B. C., Col. John L. lIltller;
13th @. C., Lieut.-Col. B. T. Brockman; uth B. 0., Lieut.
CaL JOIMlph N. Brown (w). Brigade 1088: k, lOll: w,
471-677. &«ntd BrIgade, Brig.-Gen. James H. Lane,

Col. C. M. Avery, Brig.-Gen. James H. Lane (wI, Gol.
C. M. Avery: 7th N. C., Capt. J. MoLeod Turner (11' and
o), Capt.JamesG. Harr1R; 18thN. C., Col. John D. BIUT)';
28th N. C., Col. S. D. Lowe (W), Lieut.-Col. W. H. A.
Bpeer: 33d N. C., Col. C. M. Avery: 37th N. C.• Col. W.
M. Barbour. Brigade 1088: k, 41: w, 348; m, 271=660.
Th.ird Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Edward L. TholllllS: uth
Ga., --; 35th Ga., --: 45th Oa., -- : 49th Ga.,
Col. B. T. Player. Brigade loss: k, 16; W, 136 = 152.
Fourth. Brigad.e, Brlg.-Gen. Alfred M. Scales (11'), Lieut.
Col. G. T. Gordon, Col. Williwn Lee J. Lowmnce: 13th
N. C., Col. J. H. Hyman (W); 16th N. C.• Capt. L. W.
Btowe: 22d N. C.• Col. James Conuer; 34th N. C.• Col.
WtJllam Lee J. Lowranee (11'). Lieut.-Col. G. T. Gordon:
33th N. C.• Col. W. J. Hoke (W). Brigade 108s: k. 102;
w, 823; 10, 110 = 535. ArtUl.ery Battalion, Mllj. William
T. Poague: Va. Battery (Albemarle Art'y). Callt. James
W. Wyatt;:N. C. Battery (Charlotte Art'y), CRpt. Joseph
Graham; Miss. Battery (MBdilloU Light Art'y), Capt.
George Ward; Va. Battery. Capt. J. V. Brooke. Bat
taltonloss: k. 2; w. 24.; m.6=32.
RESERVE ARTILLERY. Col. R. LtndlllLY Walker.

MeItIIoBA'. Battalion, MllJ. D. G. McIntosh: Ala. Bat
tery (Hardaway Art'YI, Capt. W. B. Hurt: Va. Battery
(Danville Art'y), Capt. R.S. Rice; Va. Battery (2d Rock
bridge Art·y), Lieut. Bamuel Wallace; Va. Batt-ery, Capt.
M. Jobnson. Battalion loss: k. 7: w, 26 = 32. Pegram'.
Battalion, Mllj. W. J. Pegram, Capt. E. B. Brnnson: B.
C. Battery (Pee Dee Art'y), Lieut. William E. Ztm
mennan: Va. Battery (Crenshaw),--; Va. Battery
(Fredericksburg Art'y). Capt. E. A. Marye: Ys. Battery,
(Letcher Art·y), Capt. T. A. Brander: Va. Battery (Pur
cell Art'y), Capt. Joaeph MoGraw. Battallon 108":
k,10; w.37; m.l=4.8.
CAVALRY, Ml\l.-Gen. James E. B. Stuart.

Filz Lee's Brigade. Brij1;.-Gen. FitZhugh I.ee: 1st Md.
Battalion (serving with Ewell's oOrJ's), MI\!. Harry Gil
mor. MI\!. Ridgely Brown; 1st Va.• Col. James H. Drake:
2d Va., Col. T. T. Munford; 3d Va., Col. Thoma.s H.
Owen; 4th Va., Col. Wtlliams C. Wickham; 5th Va"
Col. T. L. RosBer. Brigade 1088: k, 5; w,16; 10.29=60.
Hamplo..•• Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. Wade Hampton (WI. Col.
Lawrence B. Baker: 1st N. C., Col. Lawrenoe 8. Baker;
1st 8. C., --; 2d 8. C.,--: Cobb's (Ga.) Legion,
--; J e1l'Davie Legion,--; Pbilllps's (Ga.) I,eglon,
--. Brigadeloss:k,17;W,5B:m.16=91. W.H.F.
Lu'll Brigade, Col. Jobn R. Chamb1lBs. Jr.: 2d N. C.,
--; 9th Va., Col. R. L.T. Beale:1othVo.., CoI.J. Lucius
DavlR; 13tb Va., --. Brigade 1088: k, 2: w, 26; m,
18 = f.1. Jenktns's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Albert G. Jen
kine (WI, Col. M. J. Ferguson: 14th Va•• --; 16th
Va.• --: 17tb Va., Col. W. H. French; 34th Va. Bat
talton, Lieut.-Col. V. A. Witcher: 36th Va. Battalion,
--; Va. Battery, Capt. Thoma.s E. Jackson. Robert
IIOn'S Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Beverly H. Robertson (com
manded his own and W. E. Jonll8's brigades): 4th N. C.•
Col. D. D. Ferebee; 6th N. C.• --. Jonu'. Brigade,
Brlg.-Gen. WtJIiam E. Jones: 6th Va•• MI\!. C. E. Flour
noy; 7th Va., Lieut.-Col. Thomae Marehall; 11th Va.•
Col. L. L. Lomax: 85th VA.. Battalion, Lieut.-Col. E. V.
White. Brigade lo"s: k,12; w,40; 10,6=68. Stuart·.
H01'lleArIUl~,MI\!. R. F. Beckham: Va. Battery, Capt.
James Breathed; Va. Battery, Capt. R. P. Chew; Mary
land Battery, Capt. W. H. Griffin; B. C. Battery, Capt.
J. F. Hart; Va. Battery, Capt. W. M. ~oGregor; Va.
Battery, Capt. M. N. Moonnan. ImboOen·.Oommand.
Brig.-Gen. John D. Imboden: 18th Va. C..V., Col. George
W. Imboden; 62d Va. (mounted infantry). Cnl. George
H. Bmlth: Va. Partl8an Rangen, Capt. Johu H. McNe1lJ;
Va. Battery, Capt. J. H. McClanahall.

According to the reports of brigade and other sub
ordinate commandera the total loss of the Coufederate
Army WILB 2592 ktlled,12.709 wounded, and 5180 captured
or m.1sslnl!" = 20,461. Beveral of the reportll Indicate that
many of the" ml88lng" were killed or wounded. RolJB
on lIle In theoftlce oftbe Adjutant-Goneral. U. B. Army,
bear r,he names of 12,227 wounded and unwounded Con
federates captured at and about Gettysburg from Jnly1st
to 5th, Inclusive. The number of wounded prlsonen III re
ported by the medieal director of Meade's army B8 6802.
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RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE ARMIES,

z.tf.....led lOr
..of Iu. 11"..&

1st. Pett\Rrew's Intanuy briRllde. . . . . . 2,000
2d. JenldDII'. cavalry brigade..... 1,110O
ad. Imboden's cavalry brigade. . . . . .. ~

, Infantry. . . . . . . . U,86Il
Stuart'. Cavalry..................... 9,lI36
Artillery.. . . . . .. . .... ',460

Alexander'8 and Garnett's artillery battaJlollR, oon8l81.
Ing of ten batterl8l!, are not Included In the aboveII~
Thelr ell'ectlve strength may, however, be put at 800
omcel'8 and men. There were a1llo IIllll oftl~1'II borne
on the return as .. preeent for duty," which, added to
the foregoing, give an aggregate of 75,iIl8 oftloora aud
men.

The aeeeeeions by organizations to the anDy bt't1rt'en
May 81st and July 3d, were 88 follows:

There are no lleld returns ot the cavalry Corpl! or the
Artillery Reeerve for July 'tho Bnt by leewnlng, In
round numbers, 78,000 88 the maximnm IIghtiuglltren~
of the 86ven army COrp8, and adding 18.000 for the Cav
alry Corps, and 2600 for the Artillery Reeerve (88 8hown
by the return for .Tune 80th), an aggrega~o/llS,6OO leob
talncd.

The ell'ective strength Wl reported by the 8even army
corp8 commanders at the coun~ll held on the evenJDj{
of Joly lid, W88 88 tollows: .. About 110OO, 1~600, lIOOO,
6000, 8600, 6000, 7000.- total 68,000.

Unfortunately the I.articnlar corpl! repreeented by
theee llguree arc not stated In the minutes of the conn
ciL

According to the returns of the Confederate Anny for
May 31st. 1883 (th8latest Immediately preceding the bat
tle), the" elJective total" of enU8ted men WIUI:

The 1088 by organizations during the 8lUIle period ...... :

1st. Coree's brigade and one regiment ot
Pettigrew's brigade left It Hanover
Court Houae, Va.... 2,000

2d. Three reglmente of Early'. division
left at Wlnoheeter, Va.. .... . ... . 1.000

3d. One regiment of Stuart's cavalry left
In Vlrglnla.......................... 360

Total 1088 (eatlmated)....... I,lIliO

or a net gain of 22liO, which, added to the stnlngth on
May 81st, of 75,288, makes a maximum In the ClIIDIptl!p
of 77,1118_ After moldng Q 1Ib6rGl oUOWlll100 tor 1u.M
hy sl lUI' ,lit /CUJl.Il. guard>! tl 1'r1 0' n c aal
l1es In til ,',ul D. e.uemlUtp"" tw n Jun 'taud
Jun so I1lnl'lUIII • It I III I n I to 11 I.IIK

Nl""al Lt. /tad al "if I>O'J' 0/1 ltd 01 IJ. ftdtl 0/ /kIttU.
front jtrd to /(ut, all UI~JIII ,m,,,ba-j,,v III I. f ~o, ...-
Of all tirl/llt

. .. ... 5,600Total gain .

~ E ~
eOllIUND. "iI It ]..

't ~
~ ""l .!; ~

Between June 30th and .lilly ad, the rOOnforcementll
that Joined the army may be l)8tlmated 88 follows:

Stannard's brigade to Finlt COrpe........ 2,600
Lockwood's brigade to Twelfth Corpe. 1,700
Dnvall's ccmpany Maryland cavalry to

GregR"s cavalry dlv18lon.............. 60
Rank'. Pennsylvania artillery to Gregg's

cavalry division........................ 60

Total reenforcements. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ',810
ThJs nnmber, added to the strength 88 per retnrne ot

June 30th, makes a maximum 01101,879 ell'ectlves ot all
arms.

The 86vere marehC8 tollowlng the roll-call of .Tnne 80th
oonslderably reduced by slckne811 and straggling the
IItrength of the commands, bnt a satisfactory computa
tion of the shrinkage from theee C8U868 does not 86em
po88lble. It may have ranged from five to ten per cent.

The fleld returns of the Infautry and artUlcry of the
army corp8, for July Uh, give the tollowlng elfeotlve
figures:

J.e'lr8t Corp8 (except one regiment detailed
88 wagon guard).... .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 1I,4lIO

8eeond Corpe .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1I,92S
Third Corp8.. .. 11,1110
Fifth Corps .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 9,863
Sixth Corps .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. l~lI82

Eleventh Corps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . 5,618
Twelfth Corps (except one battery on ro-

llOnnoleeance). ..... . . .... . . . ... . . ... 9,7M

Tolnt 66,188

d,Ung to t1JJ~ I h I.. ·• ot 21,901; 8tU1
1111n 11 I))' 11 ~omm nil OJ DtiOn fl.
gi\ 1111 upproxlma ~lIl IIll1otlou of
III Sl nlrtli of til VIm I1rmy on',
VI~.. 7 ,ll'3.

-------
Finlt Army Corp8 ·1 07 619 9,'lJS 10,089
Becond Anny Corps... lr.l 6Il1 1~,863 l~,lIlI6
Third Army Corps...... 677 ll,~n ll,lr.l'
FIlth Army Corps. . . . lIM ll,9M 12,IlOlI
8lIth Army Corps. . .. .. 1~' 1,039 1',516 15,679
Eleventh Army Corps.. 6~ 6« 9,197 9,8Il3
Twelfth Army COn.s.... 3lNI 8,193 8,689
Cavalry Corps...... ..... 1~,863 '91 18,1"
Artillery Reeerve....... ~,~l1 8811 2,M6

1----1----
Aggregate ]~,!178 7.1R3 "7,208 97,869

The consolidated morning reporUi of the Uolon Army
tor June 30th, 1863, /fIve the nnmbers .. actually aVRIl
able tor line of battle," or tbe effective torce, Including
omcen and men, B8 follows:

OOI'IlBCRATIOW O. TIll! GB'I"rT1lBUllG OEMETERY, lIOVBMBEB 19, 1883-TBII: OATBKJIDlO TILl7
PBEIlIDEliIT LINCOLJI .lDDIlII:I!llED. raoll A PHOTOGRAPH.
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THE CONQ1JEST OF ARKANSAS.}

BY COLONEL THOMAS L. 8NEAD.

I HAVE already sketched in this work the chief events of the war west of the
Mississippi, down to the defeat of Van Dorn and Price by Curtis, in the

battle of Elkhorn [see Vol. I., p. 263], and the withdrawal of the Confederate
forces to Des Are, whither boats were to be sent by Beauregard to transport
them to Memphis.

Van Dorn, after issuing orders for the transfer of the army from Des
Arc to Memphis, to reenforce the army of Albert Sidney Johnston, in west
Tennessee, went, on March 29th, 1862, to Corinth, accompanied by Colonel
Dabney H. Maury, in order to confer personally with Johnston and Beauregard
as to the movement of his command. He was directed to return forthwith
to Arkansas and bring every man that he could to Corinth, in all haste, so as
to take part in the projected attack upon Grant, who was then at Pittsburg
Landing.

Until Van Dorn returned to Des Are, on April 5th, it was not generally
known that the Trans-Mississippi army was to be sent across the river,
and that Missouri and Arkansas were to be abandoned to the enemy. The
governors of both of these States protested earnestly against the movement,
and the troops themselves manifested the greatest unwillingness to leave
their homes in possession of the enemy, while they should go far away to
fight for others. But Van Dorn assured them that they were to be brought
back to Arkansas as soon as the impending battle on the Tennessee had been

IIncludiDg the battles of Prairie Grove and the ca.pture of Arka.nsas Post, Helena, and Little Rock.
See also "Naval Operations in the Vicksburg Campaign," totollow.-EDITORS.

VOL. III. 1I9 "I
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fought, and Price, though he utterly disapproved of the movement, used his
influence with the men to induce them to go willingly. They all consented
to go, and the mounted men were even persuaded to leave their horses
behind them. On the 8th of April, 1862, Little's Missouri brigade embarked
for Memphis, quickly followed by the remainder of the Army of the West,
twenty thousand men. Few of these ever got back to their Western homes,
and Arkansas and Missouri were abandoned to their fate; moreover, Van
Dorn was too late for the battle of Shiloh.

The transfer of Van Dorn's forces to Corinth resulted before the middle of
May not only in the abandonment of Missouri and northern Arkansas to the
enemy, but in the transfer by Halleck of more than thrice as many Union
troops from the Trans-Mississippi to the Tennessee to meet them there. This
policy of depleting the forces west of the Mississippi, persisted in by the
Confederate authorities, thenceforth down to the fall of Vicksburg, was one
of the gravest of those blunders whereby the downfall of the Confederacy
was precipitated.

Curtis meanwhile moved without opposition from Elkhorn into north
eastern Arkansas, and on the 3d of May occupied Batesville, a small town
on White River within ninety miles of Little Rock. His effective force, after
sending two divisions, under Generals Asboth and Jeff. C. Davis, to the
Tennessee, still amounted to 12,422 men.t Nothing now prevented him from
moving against the capital and the valley of the Arkansas, but the difficulty
of subsisting his army so far from its base of supply, which was St. Louis.

In spite of this difficulty he had begun to advance to Little Rock, and his
outposts were within thirty-five miles of that city (where he was to assume
the position of military governor), when the evacuation of Corinth and the v

consequent opening of the Mississippi to Vicksburg also opened the White
River to the Federal fleet and furnished him, as he hoped, a safe and con
venient water communication with his base. While waiting for the opening ,
of this new line of communication, for which gun-boats and transports were
being made ready, he lay inactive at Batesville.

Va.n Dorn, on leaving Arkansas, had assigned Brigadier-General Roane to
the command of that State. There were no troops there except a few com
panies of State militia, and these were badly organized and poorly armed; •
and Roane, though he had been governor of the State and was a brave and
estimable gentleman, amiable and popular, was wholly unfit for a military
command. Besides these militia companies there were some 5000 or 6000
Indian and mixed (Indian and white) troops in the Indian Territory under
Brigadier-General Albert Pike, but they could hardly be accounted a force,
as they were of no value except on furlough, and had even then to be fed
and clothed, and supplied with all sorts of things, and treated with great
consideration and gentleness.

Arkansas was thus utterly undefended, and her people, feeling that they

~The Army of the South-west consisted, May 13th, 1862, of three divisions under Generals Fred
eriek Steele, E. A. Carr, and P. J. Osterhaus. General Sigel was a88igned to duty in the East by
orders dated JUDe 1st, 1862.-EDITOBS.
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had been abandoned by the Confederate Government, were fast becoming
despondent or apathetic. Those living to the north of the Arkansas among
the mountains which rise west of the White and Black rivers were fast
submitting to the authority of the Union, and many of them were enlisting
in the Union army. The slave-holders that lived in the valley of the Arkan
sas and on the rich alluvial lands south of that river and along the Mississippi
were in despair. The governor and State officers were making ready to
abandon the capital, and that part of the population which still remained loyal

to the Confederacy was panic-stricken.
In these straits a delegation was sent to
Beauregard, to whose Department the
Trans-Mississippi still belonged, to beg
him to appoint Major-General Hindman to
the command, from which Van Dorn had
been taken, and to authorize him to raise
an army for the defense of the State.

Hindman was consequently assigned, on
the 26th of May, to the command of the
Trans-Mississippi District, comprising the
Stat.as of Missouri and Arkansas and
that part of Louisiana north of the Red
River and the Indian Territory. He had
commanded a brigade at Shiloh, was
wounded there, and had ooen promoted
for good conduct.

Leaying Corinth at once Hindman went
to Memphis, which the Confederates were

preparing to evacuate as soon as Corinth should be abandoned. There he
collected a few supplies for his army, and "impressed" a million dollars
that was in the banks. Thus equipped, he hastened to Little Rock, where
he assumed command of his district and established headquarters on the
31st of May, 1862. With great energy and with administrative ability of
the highest order, he went to work to create an army and provide supplies
for it. He declared martial law, and scattered his provost-marshals all over
the State; enforced the Conscript Law ~ remorselessly; collected thou..'-ands
of stragglers that were skulking in all directions; arrested deserters and shot
scores of them; sent recruiting officers into north Arkansas and Missouri;
stopped five Texas regiments that were on their way to Beauregard; estab
lished workshops for making powder, shot, arms, clothing, and other supplies

~ The first Confederate Conscript Law, entitled control of the President of the Confedt>racy duTin~

.. An act to provide for tho public defense," was the war. The act further provided that all pE'r
approved April 16th, 1862. This act annulled sons under the age of eighteen years or over the
all previous contracts made by volunteers, and age of thirty-five years, who were in military ser
virtually constituted all men over eighteen years vice at the time of the passage of the aet, shou1<l
of age and under thirty·five, soldiers during the be held to duty in the organizations where they
oontinuance of the war. The provisions withdrew were then serving, for a period of niuety days,
from State control all male citizens within the unlen their places in the ranb should be filled by
ages prescribed and made them subject to the other recruits.-EDITOas.
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for his forces; and worked in every way so iLtelligently and earnestly that early
in July he had an army of about 20,000 armed men and 46 pieces of artillery.

Not only had Little Rock and the valley of the Arkansas been saved to the
Confederacy, but Curtis's position at Batesville was fast becoming untenable.
In front he was threatened by Hindman, who was growing stronger and
bolder every day, while behind him the Missourians were organizing in all
directions to break his long line of communication with St. Louis. The
failure of a gun-boat expedition ~ to relieve him from this precarious situation
determined him to retreat across the swamps to Helena. Hindman resolved ~

to attack him. Sending a considerable force under Brigadier-General Albert
Rust to get between the retreating army and Helena, and to hold the crossing
of the almost impassable Cache, he himself set off in pursuit. But Rust,
though a very successful politician, was one of the most incompetent of all
"political generals," and was easily brushed out of the way by Curtis, who,
conquering the greater obstacles which Nature opposed to his march, got
safely to Helena on the 13th of July.

Meanwhile the Confederate Government, yielding to the importunities of
General Price and of the representatives of the States west of the Mississippi,
and alarmed by the progress of the Union
armies in that direction, determined to
prosecute more vigorously the war in
the West, and to make some effort to
recover Missouri and that part of Loui
siana which the Union armies had con
quered.

Accordingly, just after McClellan's
"change of base" to the James, Gen
eral J. B. Magruder, who had won dis
tinction in the Virginia campaign and
was believed to be an officer of great
ability and force, was assigned to the
command of the Trans-Mississippi, which
was now, for the first time, made a sep
arate department. He was told that
Hindman, Dick Taylor, and Price would
be ordered to report to him - Taylor to I '

command the forces in Louisiana, Hind- JlAJOB-GENt:UL T. c. HINDJlAN, C. S. A.

man the District of Arkansas, and Price nOIll A PHOTOOBAPH.

the army which was to be sent into Missouri. But hardly had this wise plan
been agreed upon before it was set aside. Magruder, who was already on
his way to the West, was recalled to Richmond, and subsequently ordered to
Texas; Price was directed to remain in Mississippi; '\ and Major-General
Theophilus H. Holmes was assigned to the command of the Trans-Mississippi.

1See "N&val Operations," to follow.-EoITOBS. retreat to Ripley, General Price &nd his forces
'l::M!e "With Price East of the Mississippi," Vol. continued to be attached to the Department of

I!., p. 717. After the battle of Corinth and the Mississippi &nd East Louisiana.-EoIToBS.
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General Holmes reached Vicksburg on the 30th of July, and on the 12th of
August established the headquarters of his department at Little Rock. The
force which Hindman turned over to him consisted of about 18,000 infantry
"effectives," some 6000 mounted men, 54 pieces of artillery, and 7000 or
8000 unarmed men in camps of instruction.

Hindman was now ordered by Holmes to concentrate the greater part of
this force near Fort Smith on the west('rn bonier of the State, and to organ
ize there an expedition into Missouri, which State was at that time in the
utmost commotion.

When Halleck went to the Tennessee in April, 1862, to assume command of
the armies which he was to lead against Corinth, he left Schofield in command

of the "Gnion troops in Missouri. This
force cOllsisted chiefly of the State militia
which Schofield had himself organized.
Before the end of the summer this militia
had an effective strength of about fifty
thousand men. Great as this force was,
Schofield did not find it sufficient to
hold the Missourians in subjection and
to disperse the roving bands which kept
up the fight for their State upon its own
soil, and he had to call to his assistance
several considerable bodies of Union
troops. With the aid of these he was
gradually driving the Confederate bands
out of the State when he learned, toward
the last of August, that Hindman was

M,Uoa-GlinaAL oJOJl1f II. M.UlIU.DUJtB, Co II. A. gathering an army for the invasion of
FllOli A PHOTOGRAPH. Missouri. Rumor so magnified the great-

ness of this invasion that Schofield fanciod that Hindman was at the head of
from 40,000 to 70,000 men. He accordingly called eagerly for help. The
Department of the Missouri was thereupon enlarged by the addition of
Kansas; and on the 24th of September Curtis was assigned to the com
mand of it. Curtis ordered Schofield, who was then at Springfield, to take
command of all the troops in the south-west. At the same time he onIered
General J. G. Blunt, who was commanding in Kansas, to reenforce Schofield
with all his available men. This order was promptly obeyed, and Schofield
found himself by the 1st of October at the head of about 11,000 effectives
with 16 pieces of artillery. This force he called the U Army of the Frontier."

Hindman assumed personal command of the Confederate troops in north
western Arkansas on the 24th of August. These consisted of between 9000
and 10,000 men, of whom about 3000 were Indians, under command of
Colonel Douglas H. Cooper. With this force he moved to the borders of
Missouri, and took position along the line between that State and ArkanB88.
His advance consisted of a brigade of Missouri Cavalry (two thousand strong,
perhaps), lying in and around Newtonia under Colonel Joseph O. Shelby, one
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of the very best officers I have ever known. The men had all just been
recruited in Missouri, and were as fine a body of young fellows as ever fought
under any flag.

Hindman had hardly entered Missouri when, on the 10th of September, he
was recalled to Little Rock by General Holmes, in order to help organize the
troops in that neighborhood for his expedition. He left Rains in command,
with orders not to provoke an engagement. Matters remained quiet till the
30th of September, when General Frederick Salomon with a part of Blunt's
reenforcements approached Newtonia. Cooper with 4000 or 5000 Indians and
mixed troops had previously joined Shelby. Together they attacked Salomon
and drove him back in confusion. Schofield marched at once to the assistance
of Salomon, and on the 4th of October reached Newtonia. Cooper and Shelby
fell back toward Rains. Thereupon Schofield continued to advance, driving
the Confederates before him out of Missouri and into the mountains of .
Arkansas. Thence Cooper continued to retreat toward the Indian Territory,
while Rains made his way to Huntsville. Schofield sent Blunt in pursuit of
Cooper, who was overtaken at Old Fort Wayne near Maysville on the 22d
of October and completely routed and
driven into the Indian Territory.

Hindman had meanwhile returned to
Fort Smith on the 15th of October.
Learning there of the disasters that had
befallen his army, he hastened to the
front, relieved Rains, assumed command
himself, and was about to take a strong
position near Fayetteville, whither re
enforcements were hastening to him,
when Schofield on the 27th of October
again advanced. Hindman thereupon
retreated somewhat precipitately to the
banks of the Arkansas, whence he wrote
to Holmes that with another division he
could" move into Missouri, take Spring
field, and winter on the Osage at least."

Schofield, whose effective strength had
been increased by reenforcements to
oyer sixteen thousand men, having accomplished the object of his expedi
tion, now returned toward Springfield with two divisions of the Army of the
Frontier, leaving Blunt with another division in the vicinity of Fayetteville
to guard the mountain passes. Believing that hostilities were ended for the :
winter, and being ill, he turned over the command of the Army of the
Frontier to Blunt on the 20th of November, and went to St. Louis.

Blunt was a typical Kansas man of that period. Born in Maine, he had
practiced medicine in Ohio, and gone thence to Kansas when that territory
was the battle-field between slavery and freedom. Deeply inspired by the fierce
passions which that savage conflict generated, he was one of the first to enlist
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for the defense of the Union and the abolition of slavery. He was rapidly pro
moted, and on the 8th of April, 1862, was made brigadier-general and assigned
to the command of the Department of Kansas. He was then 36 years old.

While Hindman was actively reorganizing his army on the Arkansas, about
fifty miles south of Fayetteville (where Blunt was), and getting ready to move
again into Missouri, Holmes, who was doing all that he could to reenforce
him, was ordered by reason of the exigencies of the war on the eastern side
of the Mississippi to abandon the Missouri expedition.

The disastrous defeat of Van Dom at Corinth in October, 1862, opened the
way to Grant to move overland against Vicksburg, which stronghold and Port
Hudson were the only places that the Confederates then held on the Missis
sippi. Leaving Grand Junction on the 4th of November Grant advanced
toward Holly Springs, Van Dorn falling back before him. McClernand was at
the same time concentrating at Memphis a large force which was to move by
the river and cooperate in the attack upon Vicksburg. Alarmed by these great
preparations the Confederate Government, which had sent Pemberton, who
had been in command of the Department of South Carolina and C'TOOrgia, to
supersede Van Dorn, instructed Holmes, under date of November 11th, to
send ten thousand men to Vicksburg if possible. Holmes, on receiving this
order, straightway ordered Hindman to abandon the invasion of Missouri and
return to Little Rock with his army. Hindman protested; and to entreatips
from Van Dom, Pemberton, and Joseph E. Johnston (who on the 24th of
November had been assigned to the command), and to the reiterated ord(,r8
of the President and Secretary of War requiring him to reenforce Vicksburg,
Holmes only replied that he could do nothing as "two-thirds of his force
was in north-western Arkansas to meet a heavy advance from Springfield."
He nevertheless again ordered Hindman to bring his army to Little Rock
without further delay.
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Hindman, however, had made up his mind to attack Blunt before obeying
Holmes's order. He had already sent Marmaduke toward Cane Hill with a
division of cavalry; and skirmishing was taking place almost daily between
him and Blunt, who had some 7000 or BOOO men. At last Blunt attacked in ~

force on the 28th of November, and drove Marmaduke back to the vicinity
of Van Buren. Blunt then took position at Cane Hill.

Hindman resolved to attack him there with Iris whole available force.
Leaving Van Buren on the 3d of December with 9000 infantry, 2000 cavalry, •
and 22 pieces of artillery, about 11,500 men in all, he drove in Blunt's pick
ets on the evening of the 6th, and was getting ready to attack him the next
evening, when he learned that General F. J. Herron was coming to reenforce
Blunt with about 4000 infantry, 2000 cavalry, and 30 guns, and was already
entering Fayetteville. t.'.. ,,~ b-'r

Blunt had learned on the 24th ofeeemter:-that Hindman was moving his
infantry from the south side of the Arkansas to the north side of that liver.
He immediately ordered Herron, who was encamped with two divisions of
the Army of the Frontier near Springfield, to come instantly to Cane Hill.
That excellent officer broke camp on the morning of the 3d, and, marching
110 miles in 3 days, reached Elkhorn on the evening of the 6th of December. l-

There seemed nothing to prevent Hindman from first destroying Herron
and then turning upon Blunt and defeating him; for Herron and Blunt were
twelve miles apart and the Confederates lay between them. Indeed that was ~

what Hindman determined to do. Masking his movement from Blunt by so
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disposing a brigade of cavalry as to deceive him into believing that it was he
whom he was about to attack, Hindman moved at 3 o'clock on the morning
of December 7th against Herron. His cavalry under Marmaduke soon
encountered Herron's on the march to Blunt, and drove them back upon the
main body. Herron brought up his entire force, and Marmaduke gave way
in turn. Hindman thereupon brought up his infantry, but, instead of attack
ing, as he ought to have done, took a strong position and awaited Herron's
attack. This fatal mistake gave the victory to Blunt. Herron did attack

at noon. The moment that Blunt
heard Herron's guns he rushed to his
assistance, and Hindman had then to
confront the united army, which was
not only stronger than his own in
numbers, but very much stronger in
organization, arms, artillery, and lead- ~

ership. Darkness ended the battle.
During the night Hindman withdrew
his army and retreated toward Van
Buren. Blunt did not pursue. Hind
man's loss in killed, wounded, and
missing was 1317; Blunt's was 12;')1,
of which 918 belonged to Herron's two
divisions, which bore the brunt of
the battle, known as "the battle of
Prairie Grove."

Hindman sheltered his demoralized
army behind the Arkansas, opposite
Van Buren, and tried to reorganize it.

It was still lying there when, on December 28th, Blunt dashed into Van Buren
at the head of a small mounted force, and hastened the long-projected Confed
erate retreat to Little Rock, which place was reached toward the middle of
January. During the long and dreary march thither the troops, who were not
clad to withstand the snows and rains of winter, suffered severely. Sickness
increased alarmingly; the men straggled at will; hundreds deserted; and
Hindman's army faded away. Hindman" was a man of genius and could
have commanded a department, or have been a minister of war; but he could
not command an army in the field, or plan and execute a battle."

A disaster almost as great as that which had befallen Holmes in western
Arkansas befell him in the eastern part of the State while Hindman was
retreating to Little Rock. The Confederates had strongly fortified the Post
of Arkansas, on the north bank of the Arkansas, 50 miles above the mouth
of the river, and 117 miles below Little Rock. The fort was primarily
intended for the protection of that city and of the valley of the Arkansas,
but it was also useful to the Confederates in obstructing the navigation of the
Mississippi. Several unsuccessful attempts to capture it had been made, but
now it was about to fall.
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When Grant was ready to move overland against Vicksburg he ordered
Sherman, in the absence of McClernand, \ to take all the troops at Mem
phis and Steele's division at Helena, and to move with Porter's fleet
by the river and cooperate in the attack. Grant had advanced a part
of his own immediate army as far as Holly Springs, where he established
a great depot of supplies, and was about to move forward when Van
Dorn, by a splendid dash upon Holly Springs, ~ on the 20th of December,
and Forrest, by a brilliant raid into east Tennessee, so broke Grant's com
munications and destroyed his supplies that he was forced to abandon his

\ On the 218tof October, 1862, Secretary Stan
ton by a confidential order authorized Major-Gen
eral John A. McClemand, then in Wasbington, to
proceed to the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa
for the purpose of raising and organizing troops
for an expedition, to be commanded by him, having
for its object the capture of Vicksburg, the freeing
of the Mi88i88ippi, and the opening of navigation to
Xew Orleans. On the 9th of November General
Banks was ordered to relieve General Butler, at
New Orleans, and proceed to open the Mississippi
from below. General McClemand was authorized
to show his confidential orders to the govemors
of the States named, but they were not communi·
cated to General Grant, who, on October 16th,
was formally assigned to the command of the
Department of the Tennessee, a command he had
been exercising ever since Halleck went to Wash
ington in July.* Being advised, however, of the
President's strong desire for a movement against
Vicksburg, General Grant made his prepara
tions for a combined attack on that stronghold
by a foree descending the river on transports
from Memphis and a heavier force nnder his
own command moving by land along the general
line of the Jackson railroad. Some correllpond
ence took place by telegraph between General
Grant and General Halleck, as General-in-Chief,
regarding a commander for the river column,
to which McClemand's levies were 888igned as
they reported at Cairo, and General Grant was
authorized to designate the commander, unless
otherwise ordered, General Grant had already
indicated to Halleck his pm'pose of assigning
Sherman; General Halleck replied, December
9th, that Sherman would be his choice, but that
the President might insist on naming the com
mander. Finally, just as the expedition was
ready to start from Memphis, General Grant, at
Oxford, Mississippi, received General Halleck's
telegram of December 18th, directing him to give
the command to McClemand. General McClemand,
who had also been in correspondence with the Gov
ernment on this subject and had now received cor
responding orders direct, was at that moment on

*The origin of the expedition down the Mississippi,
December 12th to .TlIIlnary ~th, under Sherman's com
maod. 18 given in General Grnot'" .. Pel'llODll1l1lemolrll "
(C. L. WeIJlIter '" Co.), as follow8:

N DorloJr tbedela,. at OXford In repairing rallroadll, I learned
1IIa' an elq)edJUon do1l'1l tbe 1II111S1..I\>pl no" wu Inovitable,
and. deslrlog '" bave a competent commander 10 cbarge, I

his way to report for duty. General Grant's tele
gram to him at Cairo did not find him promptly,
and General Grant's telegram to Sherman, intended
to cause him to wait for McClernand, did not reach :
Memphis until alter Sherman with the advance of
his troops had started. The capture of Holly
Springs on the 20th of December broke up General
Grant's colSperating movement by land. Sherman,
knowing nothing of the enforced change of Grant's
plans, attacked alone the reenforced garrison of
Vicksburg, at Chickasaw's Bluffs, and was repulsed
with heavy loss. [See p. 462.] The following dRy,
January 4th, General McClernand arrived and took
command of the expedition, to which he gave the
name of the" Army olthe Mississippi," dividing it
into two corps, commanded by Major-General Sher
man and Brigadier-General George W. Morgan.
Without waiting for further instructions, McCler- ,
nand at once moved up the Arkansas River and
captured the works known as Arkansas Post, with
about five thousand prisoners. Grant at first dill
approved or the movement as having been made
without orders. MeClemand, however, considered
himself an independent commander. All quell
tion as to McClemand's position disappeared in
the reorganization of the forces under General
Grant, December 18th, 1862, into four army .,
corps: the Thirteenth to be commanded by Me
Clemand, the Fifteenth by Sherman, the Sixteenth
by Hurlbut, the Seventeenth by McPherson.

EDITORS.

~ The post at Holly Springs was commanded by
Colonel R. C. Murphy, 8th Wisconsin Volunteers,
and the force there consisted or the 8th Wisconsin
and a portion of the 62d Illinois Infantry, and
six companies of the 2d Dlinois Cavalry. The sur
prise was made at daylight, and was complete, but
many of the soldiers resisted capture. The eav
alrymen distingnished themselves by bold attacks
on isolated parlies of the enemy, and lost nine
killed and thirty-nine wounded in these affrays.
The value of the stores destroyed was estimated
by Grant at $400,000, and by Van Dom at
$1,500,000. Fifteen hundred prisoners were
taken by Van Dom.-EDIToRS,

onlered Rbennao. on the 8th of December. back to lIIempbl8
to lake charlie. . , • Ae otated. my action In Mndlnlf SI,er.
man back .... e"pedlt<'d b,. a d8lllre '" get him In command
0& tbe fol'Ollll oeparated fl'OJD m,. 41rec' IIUpeM'lelon. I feared
tr,at delay mllfht bring lIIeClernand, wbo w.. 1.ls Molor and
..bo bad aotborlty tt'om tbe Prelddent and Secretary of War,
'" o",erel8e tbat partleolar comDlADd.- and Indepen.ten tI,., "

EDITOBII.
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movement;! and on the 23d of December he ordered Sherman to delay
his expedition. But Sherman was already on the way to Vicksburg, whence,
after making an ineffectual attempt to capture the place [see p. 462], he
reembarked his army and retired to Milliken's Bend.

McClernand arrived at Milliken's Bend on the 3d of January, 1863, and the
next day assumed command of the expedition. Having nothing better t() do,
he determined to capture the Post of Arkansas, and to occupy the State.
Accordingly, on the 4th of January, he embarked his army, 32,000 strong,

'.I on transports, and set sail for the Arkansas, accompanied by Porter's fleet
3 iron-clads and 6 gun-boats. Reaching the vicinity of the Post on the 9th
he disembarked his men the next day. The garrison consisted of about fixe
thousand men under command of Brigadier-General Thos. J. Churchill. The
iron-clads began the attack on the 10th. It was renewed the next day' by

~ On the 11th of Deeember General N. B. For
rest moved with his brigade from Columbia, Ten
nessee, toward the Tennessee river, at Clifton,
crossing on the 15th, under instructions from
Bragg, who was at Murfreesboro', to operate
against Grant's communications in west Tennes
see. On the 16th Forrest captured Lexington,
securing a number of prisoners, including Colonel
Robert G. Ingersoll and Major L. H. Kerr, 11th
Dlinois Cavalry. Two detachments were now
sent to cut the Mobile and Ohio Railroad at points
north and south of Jackson, and on the 19th
Forrest, with the remainder of his men, about four
hundred, advanced on the town, A force, consist
iog of the 43d and 6lst D1inois Infantry and por
tions of the 11th Dlinois, 5th Ohio. and 2d West
Tennessee Cavalry, under Colonel Adolph Engel
mann of the 43d Dlinois, disputed the advance of
Forrest, and kept up a running fight until within
reach of the fortifications and rel!nforcements
had arrived trom the south. General Forrest
now withdrew and moved with -United forces on
Humboldt and Trenton, capturing both posts and

destroying tho stockades and garrison stores.
From Trenton, Forrest moved north to Union
City, near the Kentucky line. capturing that point
and destroying railway bridges and trestlin~

northwa.rd. From Union City the raiders passed
along the North-western Railway to McKpozie's
Station, at the junction of the North-western and
the Memphis and Ohio Railroads. On the 2~th

Forrest started from MeKenzie southward toward
Lexington. ME'anwhile the Union troops along
Forrest's line of march that had eseaped capturE',
strengthened byreentorcemellts from below Jack
son, had resumed their stations at Trenton and
Humboldt, and were preparing to cut off Forrest's
retreat. On the 31st the main body of the raidE'rB
was intercepted at Parker's Cross Roads,oll the
road to Lexington, by a brigade under Colonpl C.
L. Dunham, subsequently joined by Colonel J. W.
Fuller's brigade, and after a dellperate engagement
Forrest retired toward the Tenne_e. Forrest's
estimate of his force in this battle is 1800 men.
On January 2d, the whole command reerossed the
Teunetl8ee at C1ifton.-EDIToK&



THE CONQUEST OF ARKANSAS. 453

); 100

••,j

HeTlON OF A CAIIBJUTB OP PORT HINDJIAN.

both army and navy, and after a terrific bombardment of nearly foul" hours
Churchill surrendered. The Confederate loss was 60 killed, 75 or 80 wounded,
and 4791 prisoners; the Union loss was 1061 killed and wounded. The next
day McClernand received peremptory orders from Grant to return forthwith
to Milliken's Bend with his en
tire command.

By the disasters in the north
western part of the State and
the capture of the Post of Ar
kansas, and through the demor
alization consequent upon those
events, the fine army which
Hindman had turned over to
Holmes on the 12th of August,
1862, had been reduced within
less than five months to about
10,000 efIectives, most of which
were in camp near Little Rock.

The ill consequences of
Holmes's incompetence to com
mand a department and of Hind
man's unfitness to command an
army, now began to be seriously
felt by the Confederacy. For PLAN OF FORT BI1iDJUN, ARKANSAS POST.

not only was Holmes wholly unable to do anything for the relief of Vicks
burg, but his weakness relieved the Federal general-in-chief of all appre
hension of another invasion of Missouri, and of all fear for the safety of
Helena. Halleck consequently ordered 19,000 of the force at Helena, includ
ing those with which Steele had joined Sherman in December, to be sent

to Grant, leaving a garrison of
only about 5000 men for the
defense of the place. All this
was done before the 19th of Jan
uary, 1863. Curtis was also or
dered to send all the men that
could be spared from Missouri to
the Mississippi to cooperate in
the capture of Vicksburg.

Schofield, who had resumed
command of the Army of the
Frontier, immediately after the
battle of Prairie Grove, began in

consequence of this order to withdraw the greater part of his army, which
was then 18,000 strong, from north-western Arkansas and put it on the
march through Missouri to north-eastern Arkansas, where it was to be joined
by Davidson with six thousand cavalry from St. Louis.
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Schofield proposed that ten thousand of these men should be sent to Grant
instead. This led to the culmination of long-existing differences between
Curtis and Schofield, the former of whom represented the Radical or Aboli
tion faction of the Union men of Missouri, while the latter represented the
Conservative faction, at whose head was Governor Gamble. Curtis desired to
retain the 45,000 "effectives" that were in the State in order to dragoon the
Southern sympathizers into submission. Schofield thought that a part of

these men could be better
employed elsewhere. Curtis
was sustained by the Gov
ernment, and on the 1st of
April Schofield was, at his
own request, relieved from
duty in Missouri. Curtis's
conduct, however, soon
raised such a stonn in Mis
souri that the President on

CUBHATB ON TIIlI: U.8TBRN CUBTAIK OP n>1lT BIKDllAl'I'. BHOW- the 10th of Mal'ch ordered
INa THB BPPECT OF BBOT FROM THB l1NIOl'l' OUNB. fr

. General E. V. Sumner; om
the Army of the Potomac, to relieve him. Sumner died on the way to St.
Louis, and thereupon the President, on the 13th of May, ordered Schofield
to relieve Curtis.

Schofield at once postponed further operations against Arkansas until
after the all-important struggle for Vicksburg had been decided, and sent
nearly twelve thousand of his men thither and to Tennessee, making more
than thirty thousand men that were sent out of Missouri to reenforce Grant
at Vicksburg, a force which gave him the victory there and opened all the
Western waters to the Union fleets and armies.

Even President Davis at last saw that General Holmes was unfit for his
great command, and on the 7th of February, 1863, ordered Lieutenant-Gen
eral Edmund Kirby Smith to relieve him, and sent General Price to report
to Smith. The latter assumed command of the Department of the Trans-Mis
sissippi at Alexandria, in Louisiana, on the 7th of March, 1863. Taylor was
left in command of Louisiana, and Magruder of Texas. Holmes was put in
command of the District of Arkansas. The change resulted in very little, if
any, advantage to the Confederacy, for Smith was even feebler than Holmes,
and though attempting to do a great deal more did almost nothing.

General Price reached Little Rock on the 25th of March and was assigned
to the command of Hindman's division. The state of affairs in Arkansas at
that time is quite accurately depicted in a letter which the Confederate Sec
retary of War addressed to General Smith on the 18th of March. He says:

"From a variety of sources, many of which I cannot doubt, the most deplorable accounts
reach this department of the disorder, confusion, and demoralization everywhere prevalent
both with the armies and people of that State. The commanding general [Holmes] seems, while
esteemed for his virtues, to have lost the confidence and attachment of all; and the nen in com
mand, General Hindman, who is admitted to have shown energy and ability, has rendered him-
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self by alleged acts of violence and tyranny perfectly odious. The consequences as depicted are
fearful. The army is stated to have dwindled by desertion, sickness, and death from 40,000 or
50,000 men to some 15,000 or 18,000, who are disaffected and helpless, and are threatened with
positive starvation from deficiency of mere necessaries. The people are represented as in a state
of consternation, multitudes BUffering for means of subsistence, and yet exposed from gangs of
lawless marauders and deserters to being plundered of the little they have."

Such was the outlook in Arkansas when Price assumed command of
a division at Little Rock on the 1st of April. Holmes's entire force in
Arkansas and the Indian Territory at that time (exclusive of Walker's
division which was soon sent to Taylor in Louisiana) aggregated less
than 12,500 officers and men. Seven thousand of these constituted
Price's division, which was stationed near Little Rock. With them Price
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would have done something had he not been repressed by both Smith
and Holmes.

At last toward the middle of June Kirby Smith determined to do som......
thing for the relief of Vicksburg, and as the President had frequently 8U~

gested an attack upon Helena he ordered Holmes to move from Little R()('k
for that place. He could hardly have done anything more unwise, for Helt>na
was garrisoned by 5000 men, and was strongly fortified. It was also pro
tected by gun-boats, and could not have been held 24 hours even if it had
been taken.

The Confederates bivouacked within five miles of Helena on the evening vf
the 3d of July, and Holmes then learned for the first time the difficulti.·s
which he was to encounter. Between him and the city rose a succession of
precipitous hills over which it was impossible to move artillery, and difficult
to manamvre infantry. The hills nearest the city were occupied by a::trong
redoubts,- Graveyard Hill in the center, Fort Righter on the north, and
Fort Hindman on the south,- and these redoubts were all connected by a
line of bastions. In the low ground between these hills and Helena. wa~ a
strong work,- Fort Curtis,- and in the river lay the gun-boat Tyler, Lilou- I

tenant Commanding James M. Prichett, whose great guns were to do no
little execution. The Union forces were under the command of Geneml I

B. M. Prentiss. [See organization, p. 460.]
Holmes, nothing daunted, for he was both brave and fearless, ordered thp

attack to be made at daybreak of the 4th of July. Price with 3095 men wal'
to take Graveyard Hill; Fagan with 1770 men to attack Fort Hindman; ana
Marmaduke and L. M. Walker were sent with 2781 men against Fort Right('r.
The attack was made as ordered; Price carried Graveyard Hill in gallant
style and held it, but Fagan and Marmaduke were both repulsed, and the tire
of the forts, rifle-pits, and gun-boat .was then all concentrated against Pril't'.
By half-past 10 o'clock in the morning Holmes saw that his attack had faill'll
and withdrew Price's men from the field. Holmes's force aggregated 7640
officers and men. His losses were 173 killed, 687 wounded, and 776 missing'.
1636 in all. Prentiss's force aggregated about 5000, but he says tha.t he hall
only 4129 men in the fight, and that he lost 57 killed, 146 wounded, and 36
missing, 239 in all. All this happened on the day that Grant's 'victorious
army entered Vicksburg, and that Lee began his retreat from Gettysburg.

Holmes withdrew his army to the White River, and, being ill, turned o~'w

the command of the District of Arkansas to General Price on the ~3d (If
July. Price at once urged General Smith to concentrate his scattered. fOl"l·e~

on the Arkansas and to do something, but Smith was then too busy organiz
ing a sort of independent Trans-Mississippi Confederacy to have time f(lf

anything else. All that Price could do was to concentrate his own force fOf

the defense of Little Rock, the approaches to which on the north side of
the river he now began to fortify.

The capture of Vicksburg and Port Hudson (the former on the 4th aud
the latter on the 8th of July) opened the way to the Union armies for aetiw
operations in Arkansas. Major-General Frederick Steele was acconlingly
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sent with a force to Hele
na, and instructed to form
a junction with Brigadier
General Davidson, who was
moving south from Mis
souri, by Crowley's Ridge,
and to " break up Price and
occupy Little Rock."

Steele organized his ex
pedition at Helena on the
5th of August, and moved
thence with two divisions
of infantry, a brigade of cavalry, and 39 guns to the White River, where
he effected a junction with Davidson, who had 6000 cavalry, taught as
dragoons, and three batteries. On the 18th of August Steele moved from
Devall's Bluff upon Little Rock with 13,000 officers and men and 57 pieces of
artillery. He was reenforced a few days later by True's brigade, which
raised his aggregate to nearly 14,500 "present." Of this number 10,500
were" present for duty." On the morning of the 10th of September he had
come within eight miles of Little Rock.

Price had "present for duty" 7749 men of all arms. About 6500 of these
occupied the trenches on the north side of the Arkansas, and about 1250
were disposed on the south side with orders to prevent the enemy from cros&-"
ing the river. This was not easy to do, as the river was fordable at many
points, and Davidson did in fact effect a crossing below Little Rock, about
10 o'clock, without much difficulty.

As soon as Price learned that his fortified position on the north side of the
river had been turned by Davidson he withdrew his troops across the Arkan
sas, and evacuated Little Rock about 5 o'clock in the afternoon. Two bri
gades of Steele's cavalry, under Colonel Lewis Merrill, started in pursuit,
followed Marmaduke for a day, and returned to Little Rock on the 12th.
General Price's total casualties in the series of operations around Little Rock
amounted to 64 killed, wounded, and missing; General Steele's to 137.

Price continued his retreat undisturbed to Arkadelphia. There Holmes
resume4 command on the 25th of September. On the 7th of October Smith
ordered. him to fall back to Camden, whence he could either safely retreat

vor, TIl. 80



JUoJOB~B1'l"RAL FBBI>ERICK BTBBLL
)'BOil A PHOTOGRAPH.

THE CONQUEST OF ARKANSAS.

to Shreveport or cooperate with Tay'lor, who was concentrating his forces
on the Red River. General Holmes's" present for duty" then aggregated
8532 officers and men; General Taylor's 13,649; and General Kirby Smith's
entire force in the Trans-Mississippi amounted to 41,887, of whom 32,971
were" present for duty."

Schofield's force in Missouri and Arkansas at this time aggregated 47,000
officers and men. Nearly eighteen thousand of these were in Arkansas under

Steele. Halleck, who was still gen
eral-in-chief, ordered Steele to hold
the line of the Arkansas, and to wait
till Banks was ready to cooperate
with him from Port Hudson in an
attack upon Shreveport, and in tak
ing possession of the Red River and
its valley.

Holmes, not being pressed by
Steele, settled biB infantry quietly at
Camden, while his cavalry indulged
in a sort of spasmodic activity, the
main object of which was to procure
forage for their horses.

A division of infantry-consisting
of Churchill's Arkansas brigade and
Parsons's Missouri brigade, the two
having some five thousand effect
ives - was near Spring Hill. On
their left flank was Cabell's brigade
of Arkansas cavalry; and on their
right, toward Camden, was Marma

duke with a division of Missouri cavalry - Shelby's and Greene's bri
gades. Cabell had about 1200 men for duty; Marmaduke about 2000.
East of the Washita were Dockery's brigade of cavalry and some other
mounted men.

Lieutenant-General E. Kirby Smith was kept very busy at Shreveport
organizing bureaus and sub-bureaus; fortifying his capital; issuing ol-ders
and countermanding t.hem; and planning campaigns that were never to be
fought.

Throughout all his great department hostilities were virtually suspended
during the autumn, throughout the winter, and far into the spring. His
soldiers lay idle in their camps, and the people gave themselves up to cotton
trading and money-getting. Neither soldiers nor civilians did anything to
sustain, or even to encourage, the armies which were fighting in Virginia
and Tennessee against overwhelming odds.

It was to no purpose that Dick Taylor and General Price begged Kirby
Smith to concentrate the troops that were scattered through Louisiana,
Arkansas and Texas, and to move them northward and into Missouri, where
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they would at least create a diversion in favor of Lee and of Johnston, even
if they did not regain Arkansas and Missouri. Smith listened, but did
nothing. Yes1-he asked the President to relieve General Holmes from
service in the Trans-Mississippi, and toward the middle of March this
was done.

General Price was then put in temporary command of what was left of
the District of Arkansas - that small portion of the State which lies south of
a line drawn east and west through Camden.

General Price's lines extended from Monticello in the east to the Indian
Territory in the west, where General Samuel B. Maxey (who, from March,
1875, till March, 1887, represented Texas in the United States Senate) had
& mixed command of Texans and Indians, some two thousand strong.

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN ARKANSAS.
December 7th, 1862-September 14th,1863.

TIle compoeltloD.l_. aDd atnlDll"th of each army .... here atatell give the II'lot or all the ,lata obtainable In the Omclal
~ K atand" tor killed; w tor wonlllled; m w tor mortally wonDd"'\; m tor oapturetl or m!8lllng ; c tor capturOO.

PRAffiIE GROVE, DECEMBER 7TH, 1862.

UNION: ARMY OF THE FRONTIER.-Brig.-Oen. James G. Blunt.

FJB.llT DIVISION. Brig.-Gen. Jamea G. Blnnt.
Fi,."t Brigatk. Brig.-Gen. Frederick Balomon: 6th

Kan. Cav., Col. Willlam R. Judson; 9th Kan. Cav•• Col.
Edward Lynde; 3d Wis. Cay. (6 CO'S), M~. Elias A.
CBlkin8: 9th Wis. Inf. (train guard), Col. Charles E.
5alomon. Brill'&de lOBS: m, 1. &coM Brigatk. Col.
WUllam Weer: 3d Indian Home GIl&l'd, Col. William A.
PhiDlpe; 10th Kan., M~. Henry H. WUllama; 13th Kan.,
Col. Thomas M. Bowen: 1st Kan. Battery, Llent. Mar
OWl D. Tenney. Brigade 1088:k, 16; w. 117; m.6=1S8.
TAird B,,']ade, Col. WUl1am F. Cloud: 1st Indian Home
Goard. Llent-COl. Stephen H. Wattles; 2d Kan. Cav.,
Lleut.-COL Owen A. :HasRett; 11th Kan., Col. Thomas
Ewtng. Jr.; 2d Ind. :Hattery, Capt. John W. Rabb; 2d
Kan. Battery, Capt. Henry Hopldns. Brigade 1088: k,
8; w.63=71.
8JWOIlD DIVI8ION. Col. Daniel Hnston. Jr•

.E«-ort: lBt Mo. Cay. (2 CO'S). MI\1. Charles Banzhaf.
FirR Brigade, CoL John G. Clark: 26th Ind., CoL John

G. Clark; 1tb Mo. Cav., MI\1. ElIphallJtBredett (Ie). Capt.
Weeley R. Love; A, 2d m. Art'y, Llent. Herman Bor
riA. BrIgade 1088: k. SO; w, 181; m, 132=lU3. SUond
Brlga4e. CoL Wlll1am McE. Dye: 37th m., Llent.-Col.
John C. Black (W), M~. Henry M. Friable; 20th Iowa,
Lleut.-COL Joseph B. Leake; 2Il Battalion, 6th Mo. Cav.,

III~. Bamuel Montgomery; F,lat Mo. Art'y, Cspt. David
Murphy. BrllI'&deloss: k.l1: w.99; Dl,S8=lM.
THIRD DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. FrancJ. J. Herron (in com

mand of Becond and Third Divisions combined).
E.eort, ete.: 1st 1110. Cay. (battalion), MaJ. James M.

Hnbbard (c), capt. Amos L. Burrows. LoBS: w, 6; m,
18=18.

Fir.t Brigade, L1ent.-COl. Henry Bertram: lOth IlL
Cav., J Lieut.-Col. James Btuart; 1st lows Cav., J CoL
James O. Gower; 1st Battalion, 2d W\8. CRV.oJ MI\1.
WUl1am H. 1II1ller: 20th Wis•• MI\1. Henry A. Btarr: L,
1st Mo. Art'y, Capt. Frank Backof. Brigade IORR: k,1I1;
w. 1611; m, 13=2'JS. Seetmd Brigade, Col. WIWam W.
Orme: Nth Ill., Lieut.-Col. John IIIcNulta; 19th Iowa,
Llent.-Col. Samuel McFarlsnd (k). MI\1. Daniel Kent;
8th Mo. Cav.,J Col. Wsshington F. Geiger; E,lst Mo.
Art'y. Lieut. Joseph Foust. Brigade 1088: k, '9: w,
186; m, li=2'8. Unattae1led: 18t Ark. Cav., CoL M. La
Rue Harrison: lith Mo. B. M. Cav., Col. John M. RIch
ardson. Unattached loss: k, '; w, '; m. '7 =llli.

Total Union loss: Ktlled,17'; wOImded, 818; captured
or mlll8f.ng, 26S = 1261. General Blunt says (n Olllcla1
Records," VoL XXII., Pta I., p. 16): "The entire force
. • . engaged did not eXI'.eed 1000. about SOOO cavalry not
having been brought into action."

CONFEDERATE: FIRST CORPB, TRANB-MISSIBSIPPI ARMY. - M~.-Gen. ThoDlas C. Hindman.

POUBTR IC~V~LRY) DIVISION, BrIg.-Gen. John 8. Mar- Young; Ark. Rattflry, Capt. Henry C. West. Brigade
madulre. 1088: k,6; w,22; m.8=36.Corrol'·. 1Jrl{Jath, CoL J. C. Monroe: .AriI:. Reg't, There are no oftlclal reports of the other dlvlB1on.

Xl\!. John B. TholUpeon; Ark. Reg't, MI\1. -- John- engaged, and their composition is not I{1ven. Oen
.ton. Brigade lou: k, 3; w, 12 = 16. SAelbIl. Brigflde, erals Frost and Shonp were the dlvlB10n command
CoL JOIMlph O. Shelby: 1st Mo., Llent.-Col. B. F. Oor- ers, and the commandel'll of brigades were Roane,
doll; 2d Mo., Col. Beal G. Jeans: 3d Mo•• Col. O. W. F&gIm, Parsons, McRae, aDd Bbavpr. Ma.,lor-Genpml
Tbompeon; 8contB, MI\!. B. Elliott; Quantrill's Co., Thomas C. Hindman Bays ("Olll!'I"1 Record8," Vol.
LlrnL --Gregg; Mo. Battery. Capt. H. M. Bledsoe: XXII.• Pt. J., p. liO) that he had "for the Illtht less
110. Battery, capt. Westley RobertB. MaeDonald'. Bri- than 10,000 men of all arms." He alBo (ibid, p. 1&2)
gade. Col. Emmett IllacDonald: Lane's Tex. Reg't, reports bis lOBS as 1M ktlled, 817 wounded, and 8S6 JIliM.
IJent.-CoL R. P. Crump: Mo. Reg't, Llent.-Col. M. L. Ing = 1311.

JTemporarll,. organized as • ca"alt'J brIpde 1lDder CoL nadley Wlckel'Bbam.
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ARKA...'Il'SA8 POST (FORT HINDMAN), .1ANUARY 11TH, 1863.

UNION: ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. ""-~nera1JohnA. McClemaDd.

THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, Brig.-GEon. George W.
Morgan.
E-': A. 3d m Cav., Capt. Richard H. BalI1Dger.

I"DI!n DrvIllIOl(. Brll\'.-Gen. Audrew .I. Smith.
~rl: C••th Iud. Cav., Capt. JOlleph P. LeMJte.
Pinl Brl1flde, Brlg.-Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge: 11th

Ind., Lleut.-eol. John M. Orr (wI, M~. Jamee H. Bed
lIeld. CoL Thomal' .I. LOCB8; 60lh Ind., CoL Richard
Owen; II'Jth lnd., Col. Frank Emel'llOn (w); 83d Ohio,
L1enL-CoL William H. Baldwin; llIIth Ohio, CoL JtMeph
W. Vanee; 23d Wis., Col. J08hna .I. Guppey. BrI«ade
~: k. lIT; w, 300; 10, 7 = MS. &eond Brigade, CoL
WDllam .I. Landmm: 77th m.• Col. David P. Grier;
17th IlL, CoL FrIend 8. Rutberford; 103th IlL. CoL
John Warner; 1318t DI. (not in Betlou) , Lieut.-CoL
R. A. Peter; 19th Ky., Lient.-eoL John Cowan; mh
Ohio. Lleut.-eol. Job R. Parker (w), Capt. S. G. W.
Petel'llOn (tempomrll:n. RrIl{&de 1088: k, 8; w,77=85.
ArtiUu". Mercautlle ,m) Battery, Capt. Charle8 G.
Cooley: 17th Ohio Battery. Capt. Ambro8e A. Blount.
A.rt111ery 1088: w, 1. OaPtJl,.,,: Bquadrou 8th Mo., CoL
Clark Wrlgbt.
aECOND DIVIllI01'I, Br\gBdIer-General Peter .I. 08ter

haWl.
Pint BrigruU, Col. Lionel A. Sheldou: 118th Ill.• CoL

John G. Fonda; 8:ltb Ind.• Col. ThomlWl W. Bennett:
120th Ohio, Col. Daniel French. RrIgade 1088: k. 3; w.
U; m. 11 = 28. &eond Brigade, Col. Daniel W. L1ndl!ey:
.lIth Ind., Col. James Kelgwln; 3d Ky., Capt. Andrew
H. Clark; lUth Ohio. Lieut.-CoL Horatio B. Maynard.TIt"'" Br-igatU, Col. John F. DeCourcy: Mth Ind.• CoL
Fielding Man8IIeld; 2Jd Ky.• M'\!. WDllam J. Wortbing
ton; 16th Ohio, Capt. Ell W. BotRford; Ud Ohio, Lleut.
Col. Don A. Pardee. ArtUle71f: 7th Mlch., Capt. Charlee
H. Lanphere; 18t Wis., Capt. Jacob T. F08ter. KII. Engi
_ ..., Capt. W. F. Pattel"l!On.

FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, M.).-{}en. William T.
8hennlUl.
nRllT Dl"VIllION. Brlg.-Gen. I"rederlck Steele.
E-': Kane Connty (OL) Cav., Capt. Wllllam. C.

Wilder.

Pi,.., Brlgad~,Brlg.-Gen. Frank P. Blair. Jr.: 13th m ..
Lleut.-eoL A. B. Gorgas; 2lIth Mo., Col. John 8. Cayen
der: lIOth Mo., Llent.-eol. Otto Schadt; 8181 Mo•• Lie.ut..
CoL Bamuel P. 81mpeon; 3'Jd Mo.• CoL Francla H. IIlaD
ter; 58th Ohio, Capt. Baatlan Ben1l:1er; .tb Ohio Battery,
Capt. Lon1lI Hotl'lDann. Brigade 1oIIlI: w, 9. BeeoruI
Brll1ruU, Brig.-Gen. Charlell E. Hovey (W): 28th 10.....
CoL George A. 8tone; Slat Iowa, CoL William 8myth;
3d ilia.• Col. Iaaac .... 8hepard; 12th Mo. (DOt in aetlou),
CoL H11jp) Wangelln; 17th Mo., Col. F. H8II8eUdeubel;
76th Ohio, CoL Charlea R. Wood.8; 181 Xo. Hone Hat
tery (not in action), capt. C. Landgraeber. ~
10M: k. 38; w, 182; m. 2 = 222. Til"'" Brigade, B1"I«.
Geu. John M. Thayer: .th Io"a, Col. .I. A. WllIiameoD;
lith Iowa, L1eut.-eoL W. H. Coyl; 28th Iowa, CoL IIIDo
8mlth; lIOth Iowa, Llent.-eoL W. M. G. Torrence; 3Ub
Iowa, CoL George W. Clark; 1st Iowa Battery. Capt..
Henry H. GrllllthB. BrllPIde 1oIIlI: k, ~; w, 1M = 180.
Oaflal,.,,: 3d m.• Col. Lafayette McCrIllis.
aECOND 1>1V1ll101'I. Brlg.-Gen. David 8tuart.

Pint Brigade, CoL Giles A. Smith: 113th m., CoL
Georll'l B. Hoge; llllth nl.. Lleut.-COL Jam... P. Boyd;
6th Mo., L1eut.-eol. JalOeB H. Blood; 8th MOo, Lleut.
CoL DAvid C. Coleman (w) ; )(~. Dennia T. Kirby; 13th
l!.8. (1st Battalion). M'~. Daniel Chaae. Bri~el~:

k,18; w.ll4. = 10'1. &eorld B,'igade, Col. T. Kilby 8m1Ul:
lIIitb IlL, Lleut.-CoL Oscar lIIalmborg; 127th m, CoL ~.

Van Annan; 83d lnd., Co!. BenJamin J. 8pooner; NUl
Ohio, Capt. 8. B. Yooman (WI: 57th Ohio, CoL William
Mnnlten. BrilPlde 1088: k, II; w, '10; m. II = ll6. ArtiI-
1er1f: A, 18t m, Capt. Peter P. Wood; B. 18t m_, Capt.
Samuel E. Barrett; H.lat m.. Lleut. Levi W. Hart; 8th
Ohio, Lleut. J. F. Putnam. Oamlf1l: A and B, Tb1eJe
mann's ,m.l Battalion. Capt. Berthold Manoehner: C.
10th M'o., Llent. Daniel W. Balian.

The total 1088 of the Union Army W8S 1M Jdlled.
8lI8 wonnded. Bnd 29 mlMlnll' = 1061. The strength of
M'cClernaod'8 expeditionary force WIUI about "S2.,ODO
infantry, 10lJl1 cavalry, and .0 or more plf'CCII 01 artn
lery." (See "01lle1al Reoord~" Vol. XVII., Pt. IL,
p. lIIi3.)

THE CONFEDERATE FORCEB.-Brigadler-General ThomlUl .I. ChnrehlIL

Pint Brigade, Col. Robert R. Garland: 6th Tex.,
Lleot.-eol. T. 8. Ande!'llOn; 2,th Tex. Cay. (dhnnounte(}l,
Col. F. C. Wilke8: 25tb Tex. Cav. (dI8monnted•• CoL C.
C. Gllle8ple: Ark. Battery. Capt. William Hart: La.
cav.• Capt. W. B. Denson. Bril{&de 1088: k. 25; w,84.;
m, 88 = 157. Suond Brigad~, Col. James De"hler: 10th
Tex.. Col. Roger Q. Milia; 15th Tex. Cay. (dismounted),
M'\!. V. P. 8andeN; 17th Tex. Cay. (dI8lDounted., Col.
James R. Taylor; 18th Tex. Cay. (dlll1Donnted). Lieut.
Col. John T. Coit. Brigllde 1088 not IIeparately reported.
Tltird Brigade (comPQ8itlon probably Incomplete), CoL
John W. Dnnninlrton: 19th Ark., Llent.-Col. A. 8. Hut-

ebin8On. MUeellolUOtu: ~th Ark. (detachment), CoL
E. E. Portlock• .Jr.; Tex. Cav., Capt. Al1rect JohUllOn;
La. Cav., Capt. L. III. Nutt: TeL cay., Capt. Samuf'l .I.
Rlchardaon.

General Chureblllll&ya (" Olllclal Record..." Vol. XVU,
Pt. I •• p. 782): "My 10M wUl not exeeed 110 1I:illf'd and TI
or IlO wounded." He 0180 stntea (ibid, p. 71lO) that the
whole force nnder hia command numbered about sooo
eJl'eetlve men. General M<'Clernand (ibid. p.. 708) no
porta /lOOO priaonen captnred, and General 8herman
(ibid, p. 757) S3YS tbat .791 prlaonen at war were em
barked on tran8ports.

HELENA, JULy 4TH, 1863.

UNION: DI8TRICT OF EASTERN ARKAN8AS.-M~.-Gen.B. III. Prent1a8.

TB11I1'ItENTH Dn"lalO1'I (THIRTEBNTH .LBKY CORPS), Heath. Brlgndel088: k,'S: w,lI9; m.30=172. Otnaby
BrllI'.-<len. Frederick Ralomon. Brigad~. Col. Powf'l1 Claytou: l~t Ind.. L1eut.-{"oL

PI..., Brl{lGfk, CoL William E. McLean: ~ Jnd., ThumM N. Paoo; 5th Kou.. Lleut.-<'oL WUlon A. Jf'n
L1ent.-eol. John C. Ma.!or; 35th Mo., Lieut.-Col. Hornee Jrtu8 Bril\'ade 10M: k,5; w, lR; 10.1 =~. ArlUlft"!/.
Fitch: 28tb WIs.• Lieut.-Col. Edmund B. GJ'SY. Brigade 3d Iowa. Lieut. M'elvil C. Wrill'ht; K, Itlt Mo.• LleuL
1088: k. 9; w.28; m.ll=~. &".on" Bri7tJd~, Col. Sam- John O'Connf'll. Artillery 1089. w.l. V_II_lIed: 2d
uel A. Rlc~,: 29th Iowa, Col. TbomD8 H. Benton, Jr.; Ark. (1lOIol'f'dl --.
83d 10WB. Lieut.-Col. Cyrnll H. Mackey; 38tb Iowa, Col. Total Union 1088: Jd11OO, 57; wounded. a6; oaptunld
Charles W. KIttredge; 83d 1110.• Llent.-eol. William H. or mi88lng, 38=239. E1l'eetive 8trengtb: n29.

4t 80 styled, provl8l0Dally, by OeD......l MeClemanol. the ThIrteenth Army COrpll belDIIl dealpated u \I1e l"InIt., &lid tIJe
FIfteenth Army COrpll" the 8ecoDd CorpII of &aid army.



THE OPPOSING FORCES IN ARKANSAS.

OONFEDERATE: DISTRICT OF ARKANSAB.-Lleut.-Gen. Theophllus H. Holmes.

PlUOE'8 DIVt8ION, MI\I.-Gen. sterling PrIce.
Mc/lae'. Bri{JrMk, Brlg.-Gen. Dandridge MoRae: 3211

ArIL, Col. L. C. Gallllll: 38th Ark., Col. J. E. Glenn: 39th
Ark" Col. R. A. Hart {WI; Ark. Battery, Capt. Jobn G.
lIlanhall. Brigade 1088: k, 46; w, 168: m, 133 = 3&7.
~. Brigade, BrIg.-GeD. M. Monroe PlU'IlOns: 7th
Mo., Col. L. M. Lew18; 8th Mo" Col. S. P. BnrDlI: 9th
Mo•• Col. J. D. White; 10th Mo.• Col. A. C. Plokett; 1st
Batta110n Sharp-ehootel'll, MI\I. L. A. PIndall; Mo. Bat
tery, capt. C. B. TIlden. Brigade 10lIlI: k, 62; W,3M;
m, 365 =m. Fagan'. Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. J. F. Fagan:
lUI Ark., Col. A. T. Hawthorn; 3fth Ark., Col. W. H.
Brook8: 35th Ark., Col. J. P. Kinl/;: 37th Ark.. Col. S. B.
Bell (Il), MIIJ. T. H. BJaoknall: Denson's Cav. (3 00'81,
Capt. W. B. Denaon: Ark. Battery (seotloD), IJent. John

C. Arnett; A.rk. Battery, Capt. W. D. Blocker. Brigade
loss: k, '7: w, 116; m, 273= ':15.
WALKER'8 DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. L. M. Walker.

6th Ark. Cav., Col. Robert C. Newton: Ark. Cav., Col.
Archibald B. Dobbin. Loss: k, ': w,8=12.
JIlAIUlADUKE'8 DIVIBION, Brlg.-Gen• .I.:8. Mannadnke.

Bto.1l'lo88: k,l.
Greene's Brigade, Col. Colton Greene: 3d Mo. Cav.~

--; 8th Mo. Cav., --; Young's BattaUon, --,
Brigade loss: k, 6: w,7=12. Shelby's Brigade, Col.
JOlIeph O. Shelby (W) : 6th Mo. Cav.• --; 6th Mo. Cav.,
-- ; Jeans's Regiment, --; Mo. Battery (BledllOe'sl.
--. BrlA'ade 1088: k, 8; W, f5; m, 1 = M.

Total Confederate 1088 : killed, 173; wounded, 687; cap
tnred or missing, 776 = 1638. Efl'ectlve strength, 7646.

LITTLE ROCK EXPEDITION, AUGUST 1ST-SEPTEMBER 14TH, IH63.

THE UNION ARMY.-MIIJ.·Gen. Frederick Steele.

EMJarI: D, 3d TIl. Cav., IJeutenaut James K. Mc
Lean: Kane County (m.) Cav., Llentenant Eben C.
L1tbl'rland.
nJIBT (OAVALRY) DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. John W. David

BOn.

Pir" Brigade, Col. WlWIhlngton F. Geiger, Col. LewlR
Merrill: 2d Mo., MI.\I. Garr1Bon Harker; 7th Mo., IJent.
Col. .John L. Chandler; 8th Mo., IJeut.·Col. J. W.
Llaenby, Col. WB8hiil4Cton F. Gel~r. 8utmd Brigade,
Col. John M. Wover: 10th IlL, Col. Dudley Wlokenhaw,
L1eut.-eoI. James 8tuart; IBt Iowa, IJeut.-Col. Daniel
AndereolL, MI.\I. JOlIeph W. Caldwell; 3d Mo., Lieut.-Col.
T. G. Black. Rucrve Brigade, Col.' John F. Ritter: 13th
DL, MIIlI. Lotbar IJppert; 3d Iowa., MI\I. George Dnf
Aeld; 32d Iowa, Lleut.-Col. Edward H. Mix, MI\I.
GlUltavUB A. Eberhart; IBt Mo., Capt. J. W. Fuller.
ArCUluJI, Capt. Julins L. Hadley: K, 2d Mo., Lleut.
T. S. Clarkson; M, 2d Mo., Capt. Gnstav Stange; 2~th

Ohio, capt. Julius L. Hadley.
• &COND DIVI810N, Col. WllIlllm E. McLean, Col. Adolpb

Engelmann.
FI,.., Brigade, Col. WIlliam H. Graves: 18th m., Col.

DanIel H. Brnah; 'Sd TIl.. MI\I. Charles 8tepbanl; Mth
nL, Col. Greenville M. Mitchell; 61st m.. Lieut.-Col.
Simon P. Ohr; looth m., Lleut.·Col Henry Yates; 12tb
Mioh.. Lleut.-eol. DwtgM May. SUond Brigade, Col.
Oliver Wood: 126th TIL, Llent.-Col. Ezra M. Beardsley;
40th Iowa, IJent.-eoL Bamuel F. Cooper; 3d Minn., Col.

Christopher C. Andrews: 22d Ohio, Lleut.-eol. Homer
Thrall; 27tb Wis., Col. Conrad Krez.
THIRD DlVI81ON, Brlg.-Geu: Bamuel A.. Rice.

Ftr,t Bl-igade, Col. Charles W. Kittredge: ,3d Ind.,
Llent.-Col. John C. Ml\lor; 36th Iowa, IJent.-eol
Francis M. Drake; 77th Ohio, Col. William B. M88On.
SUond Brigade, Col. ThomlW! H. Benton, Jr.: 29th Iowa,
Lieut.-Col. Robert F. Patterson; 33d IOWIL, Llent.-Col.
CYI'IUI H. Mackey; 28th Wis., MIIJ. Calvert C. White.
CAVALRY BRIGADE, Col. Powell Clayton: 1st. Ind.,
Llent.-eol. TbomB8 N. PIMl6; 11th Kans., Lleut.-Col. wn
ton A. Jeuklull. ARTILLERY, Capt. Mortimer M. Haden:
3d Iowa, Lleui. Mclvll C. Wright; K, 1st Mo., Capt. Btlll·
mBll O. Fish; 6th Oblo. Lieut. John n. Bnrner: 11th
Ohio, Capt. Frank C. 8auds. UNATTACHED BRIGADE, Col.
Jam6B M. True; f9tb 111., Col. PhlnelWl Pease; 62d m.,
Lieut.-Col. 8tephen M. Meeker: roth Ind., IJent.-eoI.
Bamuel T. Wells; 27th Iowa. Col. Jam6B I. Gilbert: TIL
Battery, Copt. Thomas F. Vaughn.

At the beginning of the campaign the Union forcBB
HogKl't'llBted about 12,000 for duty. (Bee U Ofllolal
Rl'cords," Vol. XXII., pt. I., p. '711.) From DeT'all's
Blufl', !'Iept. I, General Steele reported tbal bls foroe, for
duty, WllB conBldflrably short of 12,000 (Urid, p. '7'1.
Ace~nUngt~ the ~tnrn for Sl'pt. 10th (ibid. Part. II., I'.
~23), the U present for duty" amonnu..d to iO,f77.

The total 1088 Wll.ll 18 killed, 118 wounded, and 1 m!RB
Ing=I37.

CONFEDERATE: DI8TRICT OF ARKAN8A8.-Ml\I.-Gen. 8terllng PrlCI'.

WALKER'8 DIVIBIO,... Brlg.-Gen. Lnclus Manb WlLlker.
Col. Archibald 8. Dobbin, Col. Robert C. Newton.

Arkan.tJiU CafJcUry Brigade, Col. A.rchlbald 8. Dobbin,
CoL RobertC. Newton: Dobbin's regiment, MIIJ.!'Iamnel
Corley (k) : Newton's regiment, Col. Robert C. Newton,
Maj. John P. Bull. TUQII VafJall'Y Brigade .(c~mposltlon

Dot stated), Col. George W. Carter. Artillery: Ark. Bat
tery, Capt. C. B. Etter; Tex. Rattl'ry, Capt. J. H. Pratt.
JlWulla'M0U8 Command,: 8pr' Company, capt. Alf.
J'ohIUlOn: La. Cav. Company, Capt. W. B. DenBOn; Tex.
Squadron, )to,j. C. L. Morgan.
KARlIuDUKB'a DIVI8ION, Brlg.-Gen. John 8. ManuRduke.

JltVrnadukC-. Brigad~,Col. William L. Jefl'ers: Jefl'en's
r'eldment, IJeut.-Col. 8. J. Ward; Kltcben's regiment,
Col. B. G. Kitchen; Burbridge's regiment, Lleut.-eol.
W. J. Preloton: Greene's reA'lment, MI\l. L. A. CBmpbell;
Young's Battalion, Lieut.-Col. M. L. Younl!'; Roll's Bot
&f!ry, Lleut. C. O. Bell (m wI. 8Mlby'. Brigath, Lleut.-

Col. B. Frank Gordon, Col. G. W. Thompson: ElIlott's
BattaUon, MI\I. Benjamin Elliott; Gordon's reA'lment,
Copt. George Gordon; Tbompson's regiment, Lll'ut.
Col. J. C. Hooper; Gilkey's regiment, Col. C. A. Gilkey
(m wI; Jeans's reglmf'nt, Capt. R. H. Adams; Bledsoe's
Battery, Capt. Joseph Bledsof'. Unallached ArtUlery:
Mo. Battery, Capt. 8. T. Rulmer; Mo. Battery, Capt.
R. A. CoJUns.
PRICE'B DIVI8ION, Brlg.-Oen. D. M. Frost.

[Cou818ted of Fagan's. Pal"BOllS'S, MeRac'", and (;lark's
brlgndl's; Tappau's brlll;ade unattacbed. The composI
tion of tbese brlgndes Is Dot given In detail.)

Bt.renl!'th of Confooerate forces: Geneml Price says
(U Official Records," Vol. XXII., Part I., p. 621) that he
U bad bareI)' 8000 men of all nrm8."

LoIlRCS: An Inr.ompll'te Btatement ofcRBualties ("Oft!
clal Records," na above, p. 623) shows 12 kl1led, M
wounded, and 18 captured or mIssing = M.
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THE ASSAULT ON CHICKASAW BLUFFS.

BY GEORGE W. MORGAN, BRIOADIER-OENERAL, U. 8. V.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN early determined to obtain control of the Mi&
sissippi, in its entire length. In pursuance of his plan, Island Number

Ten in the north and Forts Jackson and St. Philip in the south had been
captured, and New Orleans oecupied by our troops in the spring of 1862;
and in the fall of that year General McClernand was assigned to the com
mand of a river expedition against Vicksburg.

The day following the receipt of this order by Grant at Oxford, Missis
sippi, Sherman, who was then at Memphis, in telegraphic communication
with Grant, commenced the embarkation of a column upon three grand
flotillas, each bearing a division, to be joined by a fourth (Steele's) at Helena.

In his "Memoirs," JGeneral Sherman says:
" The preparations at Memphis were necessarily hasty in the extreme, but it was the es...~m"E'

of the whole plan, viz., to reach Vicksburg, ns it were, by surprise, while General Grant held in
check Pemberton's army about Grenada, leaving me to contend only with the smaller garrL'OOn
of Vicksburg and its well-known strong batteries and defenses."

In his written directions to his division commanders, December 23d, 186"2,
General Sherman said: "Already the gun-boats have secured the Y&zoo, for
twenty miles, to So fort on the Yazoo, on Haynes's Bluff."

This movement of the gun-boats not only rendered a surprise impossible,
but gave notice to the enemy of the coming attack. On the 24th, General

I" Memoirs of General William T. Shennan. By himself." Vol. I., p. 285.
(New York: D. Appleton & Co.)
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THB ASSAULT ON CHICKASAW BLUPFS.

John C. Pemberton, who was in command of the Confederate army at
Grenada, received "definite and reliable information" of the operations
of the gun6 boats, and at noon on the 26th he reached Vicksburg in
person, before Sherman had arrived at the mouth of the Yazoo. The
strong brigades of Barton, Gregg, and Vaughn were promptly transferred
from Grenada to Vicksburg, and formed the enemy's sole defense between
Vicksburg and McNutt Lake, a distance of six miles.

General Pemberton describes the battl~ground as follows in his official
report:

"Swamps, lakes, and bayous, running parallel with the river, intervene between the bank
and the hills, and leave but four practicable approaches to the high ground from Snyder's
Mills to the Mississippi River, but all outside of the fortifications of Vicksburg."

In its entire length Chickasaw Bayou is tortuous and in its course is
known by different names. As we advanced along the road leading from the
Yazoo to the bluffs, the bayou was on our left for some distance; on our
right was a forest intersected by sloughs, more or less filled with water, and
perpendicular to the bayou and parallel to the bluffs. Opposite the point
where the bayou turns abruptly to the left, and on the right side of the road,
the forest was felled and formed a tangled abatis to the point where the bayou
divides into two branches, over one of' which was a narrow corduroy bridge.

The ground on which the battle was fought was a triangle, the apex of
which was at the point of divergence of the two branches of the bayou, the
high and rugged bluff in front being the base. Standing at the apex and
facing the base of the triangle, its left side was formed by the left branch of
the bayou, which flowed obliquely to (and I believe through) a break in the
bluffs; while the right was formed by a broken line of rifle-pits that ran
obliquely from the base toward the apex, and by the other branch of the
bayon, which first runs obliquely to the right, then parallel to the bluffs, and
forms McNutt Lake.

Our troops had not only to advance from the narrow apex of a triangle,
whose short base of about four hundred yards and sharp sides bristled with
the enemy's artillery and sma1l6 arms, but had to wade the bayou and tug
through the mucky and tangled swamp, under a withering fire of grape, ...
canister, shells, and minie-balls, before reaching dry ground. Such was the
point chosen for the assault by General Sherman. What more could be
desired by an enemy about to be assailed in his trenches!

In a letter to the author of this article, in regard to the II,ssault at Chickar
saw, General Stephen D. Lee, who commanded the enemy's defenses at that
point, says:

"lInd Sherman moved a little faster after landing, or made his attack at the mound [Sher
man's bluff, or sand-bar], or at any point between the bayou and Vicksburg, he could have
~one into the city. As it was, he virtually attacked at the apex of a triangle while I held the
base and parts of the two sides."

Sherman did make an attack at the mound, or sand-bar, but only sent one
regiment, the 6th Missouri, to the assault; and in making it that gallant
regiment lost fifty-seven men.



THE ASSAULT ON CHICKASAW BLUFFS.

Sherman's army was composed of four splendid divisions, commanded by
Brigadier-Generals A. J. Smith, Morgan L. Smith, George W. Morgan, and
Frederick Steele. The entire force was about 30,000 strong. [See map, next
page.]

On the night of the 28th of December Sherman ordered Steele to abandon
his position, leave a small force to observe the road leading to Snyder's Mills,
form in rear of Morgan, and give him such support as he might ask for.
Blair's brigade had been ordered by General Sherman to report to Morgan,
and was sent by him across the bayou and over the road which De Courcy
and Thayer afterward advanced to the assault, to occupy the ground betwe('n
the bayou and Thompson's Lake. This was promptly done.

The city of Vicksburg formed the extreme left of the enemy's position, and
its immediate rear was the weakest point in the entire line of defense.

On the 28th and 29th the city was occupied and defended solely by the
27th Louisiana regiment, under Colonel Marks, and by the batteries command
ing the Mississippi; and on the 29th there was but a single regiment, under
General Vaughn, between the city and" the mound," "sand-bar," or "bluff,"
as it was differently called., four miles in rear of Vicksburg.

In the immediate rear of the city there were redans and redoubts connected
by rifle-pits; but on the 28th and 29th these were empty, every soldier and
every gun having been withdrawn and sent to the defense of "the swamp,"
or "county road." .

In the original formation, Vaughn's brigade rested on a heavy abatis at the
race-course. On his right was the brigad.e of Barton, and in their rear the
brigade of Gregg was held as a reserve. On the right of Barton was S. D. Lee,
who had had the command of the entire line from Vicksburg to Snyder's Mills
prior to the arrival of the brigades of Vaughn, Barton, and Gregg from
Grenada. Early on the 28th one of Vaughn's regiments was sent to reenforce
Lee, and another to reenforce Barton; and thus Vaughn was left with only
one regiment to protect the immediate rear of the city, with the whole of A..
J. Smith's division opposed to him. This division was ordered to make a feint,
and, in doing so, lost two men. Had a real attack been ordered by General
Sherman, Vicksburg would have fallen, for Morgan L. Smith's division would
have occupied Barton and Gregg at the" mound," "sand-bar," or "dry lake,"
while the "divisions of Morgan and Steele would have held Lee at Chickasaw.

In his "Memoirs" (I., 290), General Sherman says:

" On reconnoitering the front in person, I became satisfied that General A. J. Smith could
not cross the intervening obstacles under the heavy fire of the forts immediately in his front."

That front was the immediate rear of the city. There was skirmishing on
the 27th and 28th, and the enemy was driven back to his trenches.

My division consisted of the brigades of Sheldon, Lindsey, and De Courey.
General Blair's brigade, as already stated, had been detached from Steele's

division, and ordered to report to me. December 28th, I directed Blair,
then on the north side of the bayou, to reconnoiter his front, and with De
Conrey, who was on the opposite side of the bayou from Blair, I reconnoi-
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o

tered the front of his brigade; and
then passed to McNutt Lake,-an
enlargement of Chickasaw Bayou,
-and with Colonel D. W. Lindsey
(whose brigade, with that of Colonel
L. A. Sheldon, was in the woods
bordering on the lake) reconnoi
tered his front. The enemy had

relied on the depth and width of the lake as a sufficient defense, and at that
place had neither troops nor works of any kind between the lake and the
bluffs. I determined to bridge the lake during the night, and at dawn on
the 29th to send Lindsey and Sheldon with their brigades to seize and hold
the swamp road and bluff in their front, while the brigades of Blair and
De Courcy should advance to the assault in parallel columns from my left.
Could this plan have been executed, the day might have been ours. Fate
willed it otherwise.

Captain W. F. Patterson, an intelligent and efficient officer, had a small
body of engineer-mechanics, and I directed him, with the aid of a detail, to
bring the pontoons, eight in number, from the steamers, and bridge the lak13
before daylight at a point indicated. The night was intensely dark, and
Patterson by mista.ke bridged, instead of the lake, a wide and deep slough,
parallel to the bluff and filled with water. It was nearly dawn when I learned
of the mistake, whereupon I ordered Patterson to take up the bridge and
throw it across the lake at the point selected.
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I again reconnoitered the ground beyond the lake. There was no apparent
change in the situation, and I still felt strong hopes of success. But in the
extreme haste to get away from Memphis, General Sherman had not provided
trestles on which to lay the plank between the pontoons, hence the bridge
had to be built by laying the pontoons side by side. The bayou was 80 feet
wide, and the eight pontoons thus placed would only form a bridge of 48 feet
in length; for the rest it was necessary to make trestles or construct a raft.

The withdrawal of Steele from Sherman's left enabled the enemy to concen
trate his right on the threatened point at Chickasaw. As soon as he discov
ered that a bridge was being thrown over McNutt Lake, Barton occupied
the woods bordering the lake on the bluff side. Patterson had succeeded in
placing and flooring six pontoons when the enemy opened a fire of artillery
and small-arms on the pontoniers and drove them from their work. Two
of the boats were damaged and a number of the men killed or wounded.

A short time previous to this, while standing near Foster's 1st Wisconsin
battery, I saw approaching from the enemy's right, about a mile away, a cais
son, with gunners on the ammunition boxes, and a few horsemen in front. I
asked Foster if he could blow up that caisson. He replied, "I can try, sir."
He waited until the caisson came within fair range, and fired. The report of
the gun and the explosion of the caisson seemed to be instantaneous; caisson
and gunners were blown into the air; every man and horse was killed, and a
shout went up from around Foster and his battery. On the next day, when
our flag of truce to the enemy had returned, I learned that one of the victims
of the explosion was Captain Paul Hamilton, assistant arljutant-general on
the staff of General S. D. Lee. He was but twenty-one years of age, was
distinguished for his gallantry, and had gone through several battles without
a scar. As he deserved, his death is mourned over to this day.

The fire of Barton was promptly returned by Lindsey, but it was certain
the bridge could not be completed while the enemy covered it with his guns.

I now regarded an attack from my left, by way of the narrow road or cause
way leading across the bayou, as impracticable, and reported the fact to
General Sherman by my acting assistant adjutant-general, Lieutenant E. D.
Saunders, with the request that he would come to my front. Upon his arrival
I reported to him the condition of things on my right, and requested him to
accompany me down the causeway leading to the corduroy bridge over the
bayou. He did so. I called his attention to our very narrow and difficult
front; to the bayon in its tortuous course on our left; to the mucky marsh
beyond the bayou and bridge, all within easy range of the enemy's guns.

For a time General Sherman made no reply. At length, pointing toward
the bluffs, he said: "That is the route to take !" And without another word
having been exchanged he rode away to his headquarters behind the forest. t

or, As to this interview, General Sherman and
myself are at variance. He states that he gave
me &Jl order to lead the assault in person, and
that I replied I would be on the top of those hills
in ten minutes after the signal for the assault
was given. I am positive that no such order was

given j nor was there sueh II.Il nnde1'8tanding.
A well-mounted horseman, unobstructed b)" an
enemy. could not have reached the top ot those
hills in double that length of time. The C!~um

stances of the oeeaeion must decide between 118.

G. W.K.



THE ASSAULT ON CHICKASAW BLUFFS.

I was in the actual command of two divisions, that of Steele and my own.
In his report Steele says:

.. I received orders from the general oommanding to halt the brigade [Thayer's] and sub
aequently to render General Morgan any a88istsnce he might ask for. General Morgan finally
told me that he was going to storm the heights without waiting for the completion of the
bridge. He requested me to support the storming party with what force I had. . . • I
gave no orders on the field that day, except at the suggestion of General Morgan, save that
I followed the movement, encouraging the men while they were advancing, and endeavoring
to check them when they fell back." •

In addition to the assaulting force of nine regiments, I held two of Blair's
regiments in support of my artillery, to be used as circumstances might
require; and the brigades of Lindsey
and Sheldon, and four re~ents of
Thayer's brigade of Steele's division
were on my right. I was the senior
officer in the immediate presence of
the enemy, and occupied a position on
the causeway, near Foster's battery,
ready to take such action as the chances
of battle might call for.

Not long after the brief reconnois
sance with General Sherman, Major
John H. Hammond, his assistant ad
jutant-general, came to the front, and
said that he had just come from General
Sherman, and would give me his exact
words: "Tell Morgan to give the sig
nal for the assault; that we will lose
5000 men before we take Vicksburg, and L1BtlTBK'uT-GKDlL\T. 8. D. LEa, c. 8. A.

may as well lose them here as anywhere no. A PBOTOGIUPB.

~lse." I told him to say to General Sherman that I would order the assault;
that we might lose 5000 men, but that his entire army could not carry the
enemy's position in my front; that the larger the force sent to the assault,
the greater would be the number slanghtered.

I sent orders to Blair and De Courcy to form their brigades, and a reqnest
to Steele to send me another brigade for the assault. Just then Colonel
De Courcy, who was an officer of skill and experience, approached and said:
" General, do I understand that you are about to order an assault f" To which
I replied, "Yes; form your brigade I " With an air of respectful protest he
said: "My poor brigade I Your order will be obeyed, General."

Blair was between the bayou and Thompson's Lake. The bayou was on
his right; but at a short distance in advance it abruptly turned to the left, in
his front. The brigade of De Courcy was massed from the abatis, across the
road or causeway, and fronting the corduroy bridge; and I directed Thayer
to support De Courcy, and indicated the point to assault. Thayer's brigade

~ "01Ileial Reoords," Vol. XVII., Part I., p. 652.
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THE ASSAULT ON CHICKASAW BLUFFS.

was now composed of five regiments-one being absent on detached duty
and a battery of artillery which did good service, though it did not cross thp
bayou. It was my intention to make the assault with the brigades of Blair,
Thayer, and De Courcy, while Lindsey and Sheldon, by threatening to bridge
McNutt Lake, would prevent the enemy (under Barton) from reenforcing
Lee. By some misunderstanding - a fortunate one, I think: as it turned
out-four of Thayer's regiments diverged to the right, leaving only one
regiment, the 4th Iowa, with him in the assault.

The signal volley was fired, and with a wild shout the troops of De Courey,
Thayer, and Blair advanced to the assault. As soon as the corduroy bridge
was reached by De Courcy and Thayer, and th~ bayou t{) the left hy Blair,
the assaulting forces came under a withering and destructive fire. A passagP
was forced over the abatis and through the mucky bayou and tangled marsh
to dry ground. All formations were broken; the assaulting forces were
jammed together, and, with a yell of desperate determination, they rushed to
the assault and were mowed down by a storm of shells, grape and canister,
and minie-balls which swept our front like a hurricane of fire. Never did
troops bear themselves with greater intrepidity. They were terribly repulsed,
but not beaten. There was neither rout nor panic, but our troops fell back
slowly and augrily to our own line, halted, re-formed, and, if ordered, would
again have rushed to the assault.

As in.all cases of repulse or defeat, contention and crimination have arisen
as to the cause of the disaster. Sherman, in his report, ~ and Grant, in his
"Memoirs,"\ give a satisfactory cause-the true one in my opinion-the
impregnable position of the enemy.

Sherman says, in his" Memoirs," Vol. 1., p. 29~:
"Had he [General Morgan] used with skill and boldness one of his brigades, in addition to

that of Blair, he could have made a lodgment on the bluff, which would have opened a door
for our whole force to follow."

The fact is that, beside the four regiments of Blair's brigade, the attacking
forces included four regiments led by De Courcy and one by Thayer.

General Sherman also says, in his" Memoirs," that
"one brigade (De Courcy's), of Morga.n's troops, crossed the bayou, but took to cover behind
the bank, and could not be moved forward."

In fact, all the troops behaved gallantly, and the assault was as valiant as
it was hopeless. Each of De Courcy's regiments brought back its colors, or
what remained of them. The flag of the 16th Ohio was torn into shreds by
the explosion of a shell in its very center, but the shreds were brought back
adhering to the staff.

The losses speak for themselves. De Courcy bad 48 killed, 321 wounded,
and 355 missing; Blair, 99 killed, 331 wounded, 173 missing; Thayer (in the
4th Iowa), 7 killed, 105 wounded: total, for the 9 regiments engaged, 154
killed, 757 wounded, 528 missing,-in all, 1439. In Sherman's whole com
mand the loss was 208 killed, 1005 wounded, 563 missing,-aggregate, 1776.

~ "OlBcial Records," Vol. xvn., Part I'J p. 610.
'" Pe1'lOnai Memoirs of U. S. Grant" (C. L. Webster & Co.), Vol. L, p. 437.
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The Confederates report 63 killed, 134
wounded, 10 missing,- aggregate, 207.

Shortly after De Courcy had returned
to his command, General Blair came.
He said that De Courcy's brigade had
behaved badly. At the time I did not
know the relative loss of the two bri
gades, but I did know that each of
them, 88 well as Thayer's, had made a
superb assault, and that the enemy's
position was impregnable.

Blair did not refer to the matter in
his report; but Thayer says in his :

"I found myself within the enemy's works,
with one regiment. I then went back to the
intrenchments, where I had seen, a3 we went
over, a regiment of our troops lying in the ditch,
entirely protected from the rebel fire. I ordered
and begged them, but without effect, to come
forward and support my regiment, which was
now warmly engaged. I do not know what regiment
it lcas." (The italics are mine.-G. W. M.)

JUJOBoOENEBAL DABNEY H. KAURT, C. II. ....
PROK A PHOTOGRAPH.

But on August 30th, 1887, twenty-four years and eight months after the
date of his report, in a letter to me, Thayer says:

" De Conroy and his brigade on that day made no assault whatever, unless against the outside
riOe-pits, and were not repulsed. They got into the enemy's rifle-pits, and there remained."

That Thayer and the 4th Iowa behaved gallantly is certain; that had hiB
other regiments been with him they would have borne themselves with
equal intrepidity is not less so; but that the statements of himself and Blair
do injustice to De Courcy is shown by the fact that the loss of De Courcy's
brigade was greater than that sustained by the brigades of Blair and Thayer
together.

After it was determined that the assault was not to be renewed, I repaired
to General Sherman's headquarters and found him alone, pacing backward
and forward with restless strides. In brief terms I described the assault and
the repulse, and suggested that a flag be sent to the enemy asking for an
armistice of sufficient length to bring in our wounded and bury our dead.
This was on the afternoon of the 29th of December.

In reply to my suggestion General Sherman said he did not like to ask for
a truce, as it would be regarded as an admission of defeat. To this I replied
that we had been terribly cut up, but were not dishonored; that the bearing
of om' troops was superb, and we held every foot of our own ground; but
that our dead and wounded covered the field and could only be reached by
a flag. He determined not to ask for a truce. However, at about dusk I
was told that General Sherman had said that he had authorized me to send
a flag to the enemy, and I immediately addressed a note "to the general
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470 THE ASSAULT ON CHICKASAW BLUFFS.

commanding the Confederate forces on Chickasaw Bluff," asking for a truce.
In the meantime it had become so dark that the flag could not be seen, and
the escort was fired upon and driven back. The next morning, December
30th, I sent another flag, with a. note explaining the misadventure of the
previous evening, when a truce was promptly granted and all of our wounded
that had not been carried into the Confederate lines as prisoners, and our
dead, were at once brought within our lines.

It has been charged that the enemy on the field of Chickasaw stripped our
dead of their clothing. The charge is unjust and should not go into history.
I saw our dead as they ware brQught in; all were in their uniforms; nor did
I ever hear of such a charge till long years after the war.

In his rePQrt of the battle General Sherman says: ok
"General Morgan's first report to me was that the troops were not discouraged at all, though

the 10lllle8 in the brigades of Blair and De Conroy were heavy, and he would renew the all8ault
in half an hour; but the all8&ult was not again attempted."

But in his "Memoirs" General Sherman says: )
" At first I intended to renew the a888ult, but BOOn became satisfied that the enemy's atten

tion having been drawn to the only two practicable points, it would prove too costly, and
accordingly resolved to look elsewhere, below Haynes's Bluff or Blake's Plantation."

While the blood was yet fresh upon the field, McClernand arrived, assumed
command, and divided the army into two army corps, one commanded by
Ma.jor-General W. T. Sherman, and the other by Brigadier-General George
W. Morgan.

General Pemberton's report of the defense, on the 29th, is as follows:
"On the 29th, about 9 o'clock, the enemy was discovered in his attempt to throw a pontoon

bridge across the lake. In this he was foiled by a few well-directed shots from a section each of
Wofford's and Ward's batteries, that of the latter commanded by Lieutenant Tarleton.

" About 10 o'clock a furious cannonade was opened on General Lee's lines. This ceased about
11 o'clock, when a whole brigade - about six thousand strong, nnderstood to have bt-en
Brigadier-General [1<'. P.] Blair's, though not led by him in person-emerged from the woods
in good order and moved gallantly forward under a heavy fire of our artillery. They advanced
to within 150 yards of the pits when they broke and retreated, but soon rallied, and dividing
their forces sent a portion to their right, which was gallantly driven back by the 28th Louisiana
and 42d Georgia regiments with heavy loss. Their attack in front was repulsed with still
greater disasters. By a handsome movement on the enemy's fiank the 26th and part of the
17th Louisiana threw the enemy into inextricable confusion, and were so fortunate &8 to cap
ture 4 stand of regimental colors, 21 commissioned officers, 311 non-commissioned officers and
privates, and 500 stand of arms. The 3d, 30th, and 80th Tennessee regiments occupied the
rifle-pits in front and behaved with distinguished coolness and courage.

" During this assault upon the right the enemy in force was endeavoring to carry our center,
commanded by General Barton, by storm. Five resolute efforts were made to carry our breast
works and were as often repulsed with heavy loss. Three times he succeeded in mounting tht>
parapet, and once made & lodgment and attempted to mine. The 52d Georgia, Colonel [C. D.]
Phillips. reenforced Colonel Morrison's and Colonel Abda Johnson's regiments early in the day.
These troops and the line of skirmishers, formed of companies from the 40th and 42d Georgia,
behaved with distinguished courage and steadiness throughout. At this point the enemy did
not give up his attack nntil nightfall."

*' "Official Records," Vol. XVII., Part I., p. 608.
I" Memoirs of W. T. Sherman" (D. Appleton & Co.), Vol. I., p. 292.



THE OPPOSING FORCES AT CHICKASAW BLUFFS (OR
FIRST VICKSBURG), MISS.
Deoember 27th, 1862-January 3d, 1863.

The oumposlUon,l_, and strength of ....,h anny .. here steted give the gtet of ell the date obtainable In the Omclal
Beconla. K s&anda for IrlJled; w for wouuded; m w for mortally wounded; m for captured or mla.lug; c fur CllptUred.

THE UNION ARMY.
RIGHT WING, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS.-M~or-GeneralWilliam T. Sberman.

rotB'l' DIVI8ION, Brig.-Gen. Andrew J. Smltb (aiRO In
command of tbe Second Dtvlidon December 29t,h).

E_rt: C, 'th Ind. Cav., Capt. Joeeph P. LeBlllie.
I'tr.t Brlgath, BrIlf.-Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge: Il1th

Iud.. Col. Tbomaa J. LnCB8; lIOth Iud., Col. Riohard
Owen: I17tb Ind., Col. Fran1l: Emel'8on; 83d Ohio, Llent.
Col. William H. Bllldwln; 96th Ohio, Col. J086pb W.
Vanee; 23d WI••, CoL Joshua J. Guppey. Brigade lOBI!:
k. 1; W, 1= 2. Buond Brigade, Col. William J. Land
ram: 'l'ltb m., CoL David P. Grier; 97th m., Col.
J'riend 8. Rutberford; 1000h nt, Col. John Warner;
1I1.t IU.. CoL Georlll' W. Neeley: lIlIth Ind., Col. Charlllll
D. Mnrray; 19tb Ky., Lieut.-Col. John Oowan; illth
Ohio, L1eut.-CoL Job R. Parker.
SZCOSD DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. MorK8U L. 8m1th (wI,

Brig.-Gen. David Stuart. StaII'loBll: w,L
Far" Bri71111e, CoL Giles A. Smith: H8tb IlL, Col.

George B. Hoge; llllth Ill., Col. Nathan W. Tupper; 11th
Ho., Llent.-Col. James H. Blood: 8tb Mo., Lieut.-CoL
David C. Colemau; 18tb U. B. (1st Battalion), M~. Dan
Iel Cbase. Brigade los8: 11:, 16; w, lIS = 78. FfmrtA Bri
f1U,lr, Brip;.-Gen. David stuart, Col. T. KIlby Smith: 66tb
m., Lleut.-Col. ORear Malmborg; 127th IlL, Col. Johu
Van Arm"n : 83d Ind.. Col. Beo,lamln J. Spooner; Mth
Ohio, Col T. Kilby Smith; 67tb Oblo, Col. Wll1lam
Hungen. Br:lgu.de lOlls: k, 12; w.ll9; m,8=67.
THIRD DIVISION, Brig.·Gen. Geor//;e W, Morgan.
nnt Brigade, Col. Lionel A. Sbeldon: 118th m., Col.

Jobn G. Fonda; 89th Ind., Col. ThomBs W. Bennett:
120\b Oblo, Col. Daulel Frencb. Brilf8de lOBI!: w, 27:
m,2=2lI. Suond Britladr, Col. Daniel W. L1ndeey; '9tb
Ind.• Col. James Kelgwln: 3d Ky., Llent.-Col. Joel W.
Ridgell; l1'tb Ohio, -Lleut.-Col. HOratio. II. Maynard.
Br\p;ade lofU!: k, 17; w, lIB; m, 21 = lOll. Third Brlgad~,

Col. Jobu F. De Couroy: Mth Iud.. CoL FIelding Mans
lipId; 22d Ky., Lleut.-CoL George W. Monroe (w), M~.
William J. Wortbtngton; 16th Ohio, Llent.-Col. Philip
KenbDer (wand el: 42d OhIo, L1eut•.()o1. Dou A. Par
dee. BrigIlde loss: k, is; w, lI21; m. S66 = 72'. Aria-

lerll: 7th Mich., Capt. CbW'les H. Lanpbere: 1st Will..
Capt. Jacob T. Foster. ArtIllery loss: k, 1; w, 18 = U.
XII. Engi_., Capt. William F. Patterson.
I'OUBTH DIVISION, Bl'!g.-Gen. Frederlok 8teele.Fir., BritJad~, Brlg.-Gen. Frank P. Blair, Jr. : 13th IlL,
Col. John B. Wyman ,11:" Lieut.-Col. Adam B. Gor/1;&ll;
lI9th Mo., Col. John 8. cavender; 80th Mo., Lleut.-CoL
Otto Schadt; 31st Mo., CoL Thomas C. Fletcber (wand
0), Lieut.-Col. Bamuel P. Simpson (w): 32d Mo., Col.
Francis H. Manter; 68tb Ohio, Lieut.-Col, Peter Dlster
(11:): I1b Ohio Battery, Capt. Louis Hoft'tnann; C, loth
Mo. ("'av., Lll'Iut. Daniel W. Ballou. Brigade lOBI!: 11:,19;
w, 831; m, 173 = llOI9. 8uond Brigade, Brig.-Gt"n. Charles
E. Hovey: 26th Iowa, Col. George A. 8tone; 31st Iowa,
Col. William Smyth: 3d Mo., Col. Isaac F. 8hepard;
12th Mo., Col. Hu/1;O WaDlll'Un; 17th Xo., CoL Franola
H&llsendeubel; 76th Ohio, Col. Charles R. Woods; 1st
Xo. Horae Art'y, Capt. Clemens Landgraeber. Brlilade
loss: k, 6; w, 21; 10, 2 = 29. Third BritJadr, Brlg.·Gen.
Jobn M. TIlayer: 4th Iowa, Col. James A. Williamson;
9tb Iowa, Lleut,-Col. WllUam H. Coyl; 28tb Iowa, Col.
MHo 8mitb: 28tb Iowa, CoL William E. Miller; 30th
Iowa, CoL Charles H. Abbott: 3Uh Iowa, Col. Georllll
W. Clark: 1st Iowa Battery, Capt. Henry H. Griftltbs.
BrlgRdeloss: 11:,7; w,116; m,2=12i. Artllkry: A,lst
m., Capt. Peter P. Wood: H, 1st m., Capt. Samuel E.
Barrett; H,lst 111., Lleut. Levi W. Hart: Chlel1/1;O (Ill,)
M"rcantlle, Capt. Cbarles O. ('..ooley: 8th Ohio, Lleut.
James F. Putnam; 17th Oblo, Capt. Ambrose A. Blount.
OallG1,.,,: lItb Mo.. Col. Clark Wright: 3d Ill., Col. Lafay
ette MoCrlllls; Tblelemann's (Ill.) Battalion, The total
loss of the UnIon al'my W88 208 1I:l11ed, 1005 wounded, and
6lI3 "aptured or missing = 17711. The oll'ootl\'e strength
of tbe expeditionary force Is estimated at about 33,000
men. General llherman says (U Oftlclal Records," VoL
xvn., Part I .. p. 1110) tbat .. tbe only real lIghtin//; waa
durlug tbe assault by Morgan's and Steele's division&,
and at the tim" of orossln//; the IItb Klssourt, during the
afternoon of December 29th, by the 8eoond Dtvlaton."

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
Ltentenant-General John C. Pemberton.

DU.NRll OP VIODBUBG, M~or-General Martin L. toth Ala., 001. A. A. Coleman; 1stLB., Col. 8. R. Hamson:
Smith, MII\IOr-General Carter L. SteveDROn. 17th LB., Col. Robert RlebardROn; 22d. LB.. Col. Edward

Bartoli'. BritJade, Brlg.-Gen. Seth M. Barton: 40th Higgins; 28tb LB., Col. Wlnehellter Hall; 28th LB.,
Ga., Col. Abda J obnson (w): '2d Ga., Col. R. J. Hender- L1ent.-CoL J. O. LandrY; 31Bt La., CoL C. H. MorrlROn ;
8,m; i3d Ga., Lleut.-CoL Hiram P. Bell (w): 62d Ga., 3d Miss., -; 3d Battalion Miss. 8tate Troops,-; 'th
('GJ. C. D. PhlWplI. Brigade loss: k, 16; w, ll9 = M. Miss., Col. Pierre 8. Layton; 30tb MIs8., - ; 35th MIBll.,ya..,,"'..·• Brlgade, Brlg.-Gen. John C. Vaughn: 79th -; 'lith MIRs.. Lleut.-Col. W. K. EB8terllng: Miss.
TrnD., CoL Jobn H. Crayton!; 30th Tenn., CoL Jobn A. Battery, Capt. Rooort Bowman: MlsR. Battery, Capt,
BoWIUI; 81st Tenn., -. Brigade loss: k, 8; W, lD = 18. J. L. WolI'ord; Miss. Battery (seotion), Llent. Fran1l:
GrrtIfJ'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. John Greglt: 1st Tenn., Jobnston; MlsB. Battery, capt. N. J. Drew, Lieut. W.J.
-; 3d Tenn., CoL C. J. Clack; 10th TC'nn., -: 30th DnncllD; 2d Tex., Llent.-Col. W. C. TImmins (wI: Hll1's
Tmm., CoL James J. Turner; Ust Tenn., -; llOth Co. Cav.; Johnson's IMIBll.) Co. Cav.; )(\ss. Light Ar
TenD., -; lIlst Tenn., -. BrilP\de loss: 11:, 1: w, tillery, M~. 8. M. Ward.
1=" '1.'ruefI. Briflade, Brlg.-Gtm. E. D. Tracy: 2Otl1 Tbe total Confederate 1088 is reported by General
Ala., -; 23d Ala., Col. F. K. Beck; 80th Ala., -; 31st Pemberton as lIS Idlled, 134 wounded, Bnd 10 miss-
Ala., -. Ing= 20'1.
P.09'ISIO!l"~L DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. 8tephen D. Lee, MR- Tbe ell'eetlve stn-ngth,luclndlng tbe rel'!nforeementa

jor-Gen. DabnC'y R. Maury. prior to the witbdrawal of tbe Uoton forees, ......
Brigade Oatl"run"t..,.. (P'·OIn.iOJUN): Colonels Wlll\am aboDt 26,000. (flee" Oftlc1al Reoordll," VoL XVU., pt. n.,

T. Witben IUld Allen Thomu. TroopI: 87th Ala., -; pp. ll'M, 1126.)

&'71



JEFFERSON DA VIS AND THE MISSISSIPPI CAMPAIGN. J

BY JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, GENERAl.. C. S. A.

I N :Mr. Davis's account of the military operations in :Mississippi in 1863,~
their disastrous result is attributed to my misconduct. My object in the

following statement is to exhibit the true causes of those disasters.
The combination of Federal military and naval forces which produced that

result was made practicable by the military errors of the Confederate Gov
ernmflnt in 1862, and was made successful by its repetition of the gravest of
those errors in 1863.•

In the first half of July, 1862, General Halleck was ordered to'Washington
as general-in-chief. Before leaving Corinth he transferred General Buell,
with his troops, to middle Tennessee, and left General Grant in command of
those holding in subjection north-eastern Mississippi and southern West Ten
nessee. For this object they were distributed in Corinth, Memphis, Jackson,
and intermediate places. They numhered about forty-two thousand present
for duty by Mr. Davis's estimate. Their wide dispersion put them at the
mercy of any superior or equal force, such as the Confederacy could have
brought against them readily; but this opportunity, such a one as has
rarely occurred in war, was put aside by the Confederate Government,
and the army which, properly used, would have secured to the South the
possession of Tennessee and Mississippi was employed in a wild expedition
into Kentucky, which could have had only the results, of ~!aid.

Mr. Davis extols the strategy of that <?peration, which; he says, "manreuvred
the foe out of a large and to us important territory." This advantage, if it
could be called so, was of the briefest. For this" foe" drove us out of Ken
tucky in a few weeks, and recovered permanently the "large and to us
important territory." After General Bragg was compelled to leave Kentucky,
the Federal army, which until then had been commanded by General Buell,
was established at Nashville, under General Rosecrans. And General Bragg,
by a very circuitous route through south-eastern Kentucky and north-eastern
Tennessee, brought his troops to the neighborhood of Murfl·eesboro'. Mr.
Davis says [" Rise and Fall," p. 384] that" the strength of the Federal army,
as we have ascertained, was 65,000 men." Army returns show that it was a
little less than 47,000, and Bragg's, 44,000. [See also this volume, p. 30.]

JReprinted by permission from the" North Amer- ill health to tramlfer his command to General
iean Review" for Dec., 1886, Vol. 143, p, 585. Bragg. The discipline and instruction of those
:, " The Rise and Fall of the Confederate States," troops had been greatly improved at Cp.rinth and

by Jelfer@on Davis. Tupelo j so that they were in excellent eondi-
~ The Confederate army that fought at Shiloh tion for marehes and for battlea before the mid

was reorganized by General Beauregard at Corinth, dIe of JUly. They numbel'pd 45,000. ThrJ't\ lJ\"t're
and occupied that position until the 29th of May, 22,000 other Confederate troops in Mississippi. in
1862, when that officer led it to Tupelo in COU8e- two bodies, one commanded by Major-General Van
quence of the near approach of General Halleck's Dom, the other by Major-General Price. Those
vastly 8Upl\rior forces. There, about the middle two officers were independent of each other-ADd,
of June, General Beauregard was compelled by strange to say, of General Bragg a1so.-J. E. ~.

4'1'2



JEFFERSON DAVIS AND THE MISSISSIPPI CAMPAIGN. 47,;

General Grant was then in northern Mississippi, with an army formed by
uniting the detachments that had been occupying Corinth and various points
in southern West Tennessee. He was preparing for the invasion of Missis
sippi, with the special object of gaining possession of Vicksburg by the com
bined action of his army and Admiral Porter's squadron, which was in
readiness. To oppose him, Lieutenant-General Pemberton, who commanded
the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, had an active army of
23,000 effective infantry and artillery, and above 6000 cavalry, most of it
irregular. There were also intrenched camps at Vicksburg and Port Hud
son, each held by about six thousand men, protecting batteries of old smooth
bore guns, which, it was hoped, would prevent the Federal war vessels from
occupying the intermediate part of the Mississippi. Lieutenant-General
Holmes was then encamped near Little Rock with an army of above fifty
thousand men, as General Cooper, adjutant-general, reported to the Pres
ident in my presence. There were no Federal forces in Arkansas at the
time, except one or two garrisons.

In all the time to which the preceding relates I had been out of service
from the effects of two severe wounds received in the battle of Seven Pines
[May 31st, 1862]. On the 12th of November, 1862, I reported myself fit for
duty. The Secretary of War replied that I would be assigned to service in
Tennessee and Mississippi in a few days. Thinking myself authorized to
make suggestions in relation to the warfare in which I was to be engaged, I
proposed to the Secretary, in his office, that, as the Federal forces about to
invade Mississippi were united in that State, ours available for its defense
should be so likewise; therefore General Holmes should be ordered to unite
his forces with General Pemberton's without delay. As a reply, he read me
a letter of late date from himself to General Holmes, instructing that officer
to make the movement just suggested, and then a note from the President
directing him to countermand his order to General Holmes. A few days
after this, General Randolph resigned the office of Secretary of War-unfor
tunately for the Confederacy. On the 24th of November Mr. Seddon, who
had succeeded General Randolph as Secretary of War, assigned me to the
command of the departments of General Bragg and Lieutenant-Generals
E. Kirby Smith and Pemberton, each to command his department under me.
In acknowledging this order, I again suggested the transfer of the army in
Arkansas to Mississippi. The suggestion was not adopted or noticed.

The Government placed my headquarters at Chattanooga, but authorized
me to move them as occasion might require. On the 4th of December, I re
ceived there a telegram from the adjutant-general, informing me that Lieu
tenant-General Pemberton was falling back before a very superior force; that
" Lieutenant-General Holmes has been peremptorily ordered to reenforce him,
but that, as his troops may be too late, the President urges on you the im
portance of sending a sufficient force from General Bragg's command to the
aid of Lieutenant-General Pemberton." I replied that Lieutenant-General
Holmes's troops could join the army in Mississippi much sooner than General
Bragg's, and that the latter officer could not give adequate aid to the army in
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Mississippi without exposing himself to inevitable defeat. And further, that
there was no object in our retaining troops in Arkansas, where they could
find no enemy. For these reasons I declined to weaken General Bragg with
out further orders to do so.

About the 9th of December the President passed through Chattanooga on
his way to Murfreesboro', to decide, at General Bragg's headquarters, whether
the army of Tennessee or that of Arkansas should furnish the reenforcements

neceSS8ry to enable the Confederacy
to hold the Mississippi and its valley.
He returned in two or three days and
directed me to order General Bragg
to send ten thousand of his men un
der Major-General C. L. Stevenson to
report to General Pemberton. The
order was given as the President's. ./
He then set out to Mississippi, desir
ing me to accompany him. In J ack
son, which he reached the morning of
the 19th of December, he found the
Legislature in session. It had been
convened by Governor Pettus to bring
out the remaining military resources
of the State, to aid in its defense.

On the 21st and 22d Mr. Dans in
spected the water-batteries and land
defenses of Vicksburg, which were
then very extensive, but slight-the
usual defect of Confederate engineer

ing. He also conferred with the commander, Major-General Martin L. Smith,
and me, in reference to the forces required to hold that place and Port
Hudson, and at the same time to oppose General Grant in the field. We
agreed (General Smith and I) that at least twenty thousand more troops
were necessary, and I again urged him to transfer the troops in Arkansas
to Mississippi. In a friendly note to General Holmes, which I was permitted
to read, Mr. Davis pointed out to him that he would benefit the service by
sending twenty thousand men into Mississippi, but gave him no order; con
sequently no troops came.

Thus an army outnumbering that which General Grant was then com
manding was left idle, while preparations were in progress, near it, for the
conquest of a portion of the Confederacy 80 important as the valley of the
Mississippi.

From Vicksburg the President visited General Pemberton's army in the
extensive position it was intrenching near Grenada,-so extensive that it is
fortunate for us, probably, that General Grant was prevented from trying its
strength. In conversing with the President concerning the operations im
pending, General Pemberton and I advocated opposite modes of warfare.
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On the 25th the President returned to Jackson, and on the 27th information
was received from General W. W. Loring, commanding near Grenada, that
General Grant's army, which had been advancing, was retiring in consequenco
of the destruction of the depot of supplies at Holly Springs by the gallant
Van Dorn's daring and skillfully executed enterprise, surpassed by none of
its character achieved during the war. This depot was to have supplied the
Federal army in its march toward Vicksburg. Its destruction frustrated that
design. General Van Dorn accomplished it on the 20th of December with a
brigade of cavalry, attacking, defeating, and capturing a superior force. The
supplies were destroyed by burning the store-houses-to which the consent
of- the owners was freely given. The destruction of the stores compelled
General Grant to fall back and gave the Confederate Government abundant
time for thorough preparations to meet his next advance. The most effective,
indeed a decisive one, would have required but 12 or 15 days - the uniting
Lieutenant-General Holmes's troops with Lieutenant-General Pemberton's,
in :Mississippi, which would have formed an effective force of little less than
75,000 men.

Before Mr. Davis returned to Richmond I represented to him that my com
mand was a nominal one merely, and useless; because the great distance
between the armies of Tennessee and Mississippi, and the fact that they had y

different objects and adversaries, made it impossible to combine their action;
so there was nQ employment for me unless I should take command of one of
the annies in an emergency, which, as each had its own general, was not
intended or desirable. He replied that the great distance of these departments
from the seat of government made it necessary that there should be an officer
near them with authority to transfer troops from one to the other in emer
gencies. I suggested that each was too weak for its object; and that neither,
therefore, could be drawn upon to strengthen the other; and that the distance
between them was so great as to make such temporarytl'ansfers impracticable.
These objections were disregarded, however.

The detaching of almost a fourth of General Bragg's army to Mississippi,
while of no present value to that department, was disastrous t.o that of
Tennessee, for it caused the battle of Murfreesboro'. General Rosecrans was,
of course, soon informed of the great reduction of his antagonist's strength,
and marched from Nashville to attack him. The battle, that of Murfreesboro'
or Stone's River, occurred on the 31st of December, 1862, and the 2d of Jan
uary, 1863, and was one of the most obstinately contested and bloody of the
war, in proportion to the numbers engaged. [See articles to follow.] The
rernt of this action compelled the Confederate army to fall back and place
itself behind Duck River, at Manchester, Tullahoma, and Shelbyville.

Early in December Grant projected an enterprise against Vicksburg under
Shennan's command. He directed that officer to embark at Memphis with
about 30,000 men, descend the river with them to the neighborhood of the
place, and with the cooperation of Admiral Porter's squadron proceed to
reduce it. Sherman entered the Yazoo with his forces on the 26th of Decem
ber, employed several days in reconnoitering, and on the 29th made a vigorous
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assault upon the defensive line near Chickasaw Bayou, manned by Brigadier
General S. D. Lee's brigade, which repelled the attack. ~ General Pemberton
reported that the Confederate loss was 150, and that of the Federals I 100. \

The combined land and naval forces then left the Yazoo, and, entering
the Arkansas, ascended it to Arkansas Post, which they captured, with its
garrison of five thousand Confederate troops. In the meantime General
Pemberton brought what had been his active forces into Vicksburg.

On the 20th of January all the troops destined for the operations against
Vicksburg were ordered by General Grant to Milliken's Bend and Young's

Point, where he joined them on the
29th. These troops were employed un
til April in cutting a canal through the
point of land opposite Vicksburg, to
enable the Federal vessels t<> pass it
without exposure to the batteries; but
the att-empt was unsuccessful

In the meantime Brigadier-General
Bowen was detached with three bri
gades to Grand Gulf, to construct bat
teries there; and Major-General Loring,
with a similar detachment, was sent to
select and fortify a position to prevent
the enemy from approaching Vicksburg
by the Yazoo Pass and River. He
constructed a field-work for this objeet
at the head of the Yazoo. A flotilla
of 9 United States gun-boats and 20
transports, carrying 4500 troops, ap
peared before it on the 11th of Mar('h,

and constructed a land-battery, which, with the gun-boats, cannonaded the
fort several days; but the steady fire of the little work [Fort Pemberton]
compelled the assailants to draw off and return to the Mississippi.

On the 22d of January, while inspecting the works for the defense of
Mobile, then in course of construction, I received orders by telegraph from
the President to go to General Bragg's headquarters" with the least delay."
A letter from the President delivered to me in Chattanooga told for what ser
vice. It was to ascertain if General Bragg had so far lost the confidence of the
army as to make it expedient to remove him from command. After making the
necessary investigation thoroughly, I came to the conclusion that there was
no gronnd for the general's removal, so reported, and resumed the inspection
at Mobile. While so employed, I received a telegram from the Secretary of
War, in which he ordered me to direct General Bragg to report at the War

I Besidl'B Ll'e's brigade, whieh met the mlLin
atta<lk, three brigades of the Confederates were
engaged, l'ommanded respeetively by Brigadier.
Generals John Gregg, J. C. Vaughn, and B. M.
Barton [see p. 462].-EDITOB8.

'Aecording to the .. Oflieial Rel'ords" \Yo!.
XVII., Pt. 1, pp. 625 and 668), the Union loss wall
208 killed, 1005 wounded, 563 missing,-total,
1776; that of the Confederates, 63 killed, 134
wounded, 10 missing,- total, 207.- EDITOBS.
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Department for conference; and to assume, myself, direct charge of the army
in middle Tennessee. On my return to Tullahoma under this order, I learned
that the general was devoting himself to .Mrs. Bragg, who was supposed to
be at the point of death. So the communication of the order to him was
postponed, and the postponement and the cause reported to the Secretary.
.Mrs. Bragg's condition improved, however; but before it became such as to
permit General Bragg to return to military duty, I had become unfit for it,
and was compelled to retain him in the command of the Army of Tennessee
and put myself under the care of a surgeon. This sickness continued for
weeks, and was reported repeatedly.

The United States naval officers had already ascertained that their iron
clads could pass the Confederate batteries without great danger. Moreover, as
General Pemberton had reported, the wooden vessels Hartford and Albatross
had passed Port Hudson while most of our guns were engaged with the other
vessels of Admiral Farragut's squadron. This reduced the value of our water
batteries greatly. Yet, in the first half of April, General Pemberton became
convinced that General Grant had abandoned the design against Vicksburg
and was preparing to reembark his forces, perhaps to join General Rosecrans;
and on April 11th he expressed the belief that most of those troops were being
withdrawn to Memphis, and stated that he himself was assembling troops at
Jackson to follow this movement. This was approved. On the 17th, how
ever, he reported that the Federal army had resumed its offensive operations.
He also reported that General Grant was occupying New Carthage, and that
there were nine Federal gun-boats between Vicksburg and Port Hudson.

Colonel B. H. Grierson [Federal] set out from La Grange on the 17th of April
on his noted raid through Mississippi, terminating at Baton Rouge, May 2d.
The mischief reported was the burning of some bridges, engines, and cars
near Newton, the destruction of ammunition and cars at Hazelhurst, and the
burning of the railroad depot and cars at Brookhaven. Several brigades of
infantry were detached to protect such property; but fruitlessly, of course.

Admiral Porter's squadron, and three transports towing barges, passed
Vicksburg on the night of April 16th, and ran down to Hard Times, where
the army was; and six more transports and barges followed on the night of
the 22d. On the two occasions, one transport was sunk, another burned, and
six barges rendered unserviceable by the fire of the batteries.

General Grant's plan seems to have been to take possession of Grand Gulf,
and thence operate against Vicksburg; for Admiral Porter's squadron com
menced firing upon the Confederate works early in the morning of the 29th,
and the Thirteenth Corps was ready to seize them 8S soon as their guns should
be silenced; but as their fire had slackened but little at 6 o'clock, Grant
changed his plan and sent his troops and transports to the landing-J,lace, six
miles from Bruinsburg, on the east bank of the river. The four divisions·of
the Thirteenth Corps were ferried to that point during the day of the 30th.

General Bowen, at Grand Gulf, observed this, and led parts of his three
brigades (five thousand men) to the road from Bruinsburg to Port Gibson,
four miles in advance of the latter. By admirable conduct and great advan-
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tages of ground, this handful delayed the advance of the Thirteenth Corps
six or eight hours. Lieutenant-General Pemberton informed me of this
engagement by telegraph during the fighting, adding: "I should have large
reenforcements." I replied immediately: "If General Grant's army lands on
this side of the river, the safety of Mississippi depends on beating it. For
that object you should unite your whole force." And I telegraphed again
next day: "If Grant's army crosses, unite all your forces to beat it. Success
will give you back what was abandoned to win it." In transmitting General
Pemberton's call for reenforcements to the Secretary of War, I said: "They
cannot be sent from here without giving up Tennessee."

On the 3d Bowen's troops abandoned Grand Gulf and returned to Vicks
burg. On the same day the Seventeenth Corps joined tho Thirteenth at
Willow Springs, where the two waited for the Fifteenth, which came up on
the 8th. The army then marched toward Raymond, the Seventeenth Corps
leaving first, and the Fifteenth second.

In the evening of May 9th j received, by telegraph, orders to proceed at
once to Mississippi and take chief command of the forces there, and to
arrange to take with me, for temporary service, or to have follow without
delay, three thousand good troops. I replied instantly: "Your dispatch of
this morning received. I shall go immediately, although unfit for service,"
and took the first train, which was on the morning of the 10th. At Lake
Station, on the 13th, I found a telegram from General Pemberton, dated the
12th, informing me that the enemy was apparently moving in heavy force 011

Edwards's depot, which, as he said, "will be the battle-field if I can carry
forward sufficient force, leaving troops enough to secure the safety of this
place [Vicksburg]." This was the first intelligence of the Federal army
received from General Pemberton since the first of the month.

I arrived in Jackson at nightfall, exhausted by an uninterrupted journey
of four days, undertaken from a sick-room; in consequence of which Major
Mims, chief quartermaster of the department, the first officer who reported
to me, found me in bed. He informed me, among other military occurrences,
that two brigades had marched into the town an hour or two before. Briga
dier-General Gregg, their senior officer, reported to me soon after that he had
been ordered from Port Hudson to Raymond by General Pemberton, but had
been driven from that place the day before by the Federal Seventeenth Corp~;

and, in obedience to the general's instructions for such an event, had fallen
back to Jackson, accompanied by Brigadier-General W. H. T. Walker, whom
he had met on the way, marching to join him with his brigade. The latter
had just como from General Beauregard's department [South Carolina,Georgia,
and Florida]. There were about six thousand men in the two brigades.

He said further that Colonel Wirt Adams, of the cavalry, had informed
him that General Pemberton's forces were at Edwards's depot, 20 miles from
Vicksburg, and his headquarters at Bovina, 8 miles from that place; that the
Seventeenth Corps (McPherson's) had moved that day from Raymond to
Clinton, 9 or 10 miles from Jackson, on the road to Vicksburg. He added that
General Maxey's brigade from Port Hudson was expected in Jackson next
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day. I had passed General Gist's during that day, on its way from Charles
ton. The arrival of these troops, and, as I hoped, 3000 from Tennessee,
would increase the force in Jackson to near 15,000 men. The most important
measure to be executed then was the junction of these reenforcements with
the army. For that object, an order in writing was sent without delay to
General Pemberton by Captain Yerger, who volunteered to bear it, to move
to Clinton at once and attack a Federal corps there, the troops in Jackson
to cooperate; to beat that detachment and establish communication, that he
might be reenforced. It was delivered at Bovina early next morning, and
General Pemberton replied promptly that he " moved at once with his whole
available force"; but in the ride of ten or twelve miles to bis camp at
Edwards's depot he determined to disobey my order, and on his arrival assem
bled a council of war, which .he informed of that intention, and consulted
upon the measure to be substituted for the movement to Clinton. It was
decided to move southward to a point on the road by which General Grant's
forces had advanced, which would have made it impossible for the troops
then in Jackson and other expected reenforcements to join Pemberton's army.

Mr. Davis says of this [" Rise and Fall," II., pp. 404-5] :
.. When he [Johnston] reached Jackson, learning that the enemy was between that place

and the position occupied by General Pemberton's forces, about thirty miles distant, he halted
there and opened correspondence with General Pemberton, from which confusion and conse
quent disasters resulted, which might have been avoided had he, with or without his reen
forcements, proceeded to General Pemberton's headquarters in the field."

Mr. Davis knew that I had been sick five or six weeks when ordered to
lIissiBBippi, and therefore he had no right to suppose that I was able to ma~e

a night ride of thirty miles, after a journey of four days. He knew, too, that
my course, which he now condemns, was the only one offering us a hope of
success; for he indorsed on a letter of mine, giving a brief account of these
events to the Secretary of War: "Do not perceive why a junction was not
attempted, which would have made our force nearly equal in number to the
estimated strength of the enemy; and might have resulted in a total defeat
under circumstances which rendered retreat or reenforcement to him
8(>arcely practicable." It would be doing injustice to Mr. Davis's intelli..
gence to think that he really believes that I am chargeable with the con
sequences of the disobedience of my indispensable order, or that he is
ignorant that our only hope of success lay in the execution of that order,
aud that to disobey it was to ruin us.

After the decision of the council of war, General Pemberton remained at
Edwards's depot at least 24 hours; and instead of marching in the morning
of the 14th, his movement was commenced so late on the 15th that he biv
ouacked at night but three or four miles from the ground he had left. Here,
soon after nightfall, the camp-fires of a division were pointed out to him,
hut he took no measures in consequence. Soon after sunrise on the 16th
he received an order from me, the second one, to march toward Clinton that
our forces might be united. He made preparations to obey it, and, in acknowl
edging it, described the route he intended to follow; but he remained
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passive five or six hours, before a single Federal division, until near noon,
when General Grant, having brought up six other divisions, attacked him.
Notwithstanding the enemy's great superiority of numbers, General Pember
ton maintained a spirited contest of several hours, but was finally driven from
the field. This was the battle of Baker's Creek, or Champion's Hill. The Con
federate troops retreated toward Vicksburg, but bivouacked at night near the
Big Black, one division in some earth-works in front of the bridge, the other
a mile or two in rear of it. Loring, whose division was in the rear, in quit-

ting the field, instead of crossing
Baker's Creek, turned southward,
and by a skillfully conducted
march eluded the enemy, and in
three days joined the troops from
the east, assembling near Jackson.
On the near approach of the pur
suing army next morning, the
troops in front of the bridge aban
doned the intrenchments and
retreated rapidly to Vicksburg,
accompanied by the division that
had been posted west of the river.
Information of this was brought
to me in the evening of that day,
and I immediately wrote to Gen
eral Pemberton that, if invested.
in Vicksburg, he must ultimately
surrender; and that, instead of
losing both troops and place, he
must save the troops byevacuat
ing Vicksburg and marching to

the north-east. The question of obeying this order was submitted by him
to a council of war, which decided that" it was impossible to withdraw the
troops from that position with such morale and material as to be of further
service to the Confederacy." This allegation was refuted by the coul"8g('.,
fortitude, and discipline displayed by that army in the long siege.

The investment of the place was completed on the 19th; on the 20th Gist's
brigade from Charleston, on the 21st Ector's and McNair's from Tennes8e(',
and on the 23d Maxey's from Port Hudson joined Gregg's and Walker's near
Canton. This force was further increased on the 3d of June by the arrival
of Breckinridge's division and Jackson's (two thousand) cavalry from the
Army of Tennessee, and Evans's brigade from Charleston. These troops,
except the cavalry, having come by railroad, were not equipped for the
service before them: that of rescuing the garrison of Vicksburg. They
required artillery, draught horses and mules, wagons, ammunition, and
provisions, all in large numbers and quantity j the more because it was
necessary to include the Vicksburg troops in our estimates.
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According to Lieutenant-General Pemberton's report of March 31st, 1863
(the only one I can find), he had then present for duty 2360 officers and
28,221 enlisted men. These were the troops that occupied Vicksbnrg and the
camp at Edwards's depot when General Pemberton received my order dated
May 13th. There were, besides, above two thousand cavalry in the northern
and south-western parts of the State.

I have General Grant's reports of May 31st and June 30th, 1863. The first
shows a force of 2991 officers and 47,500 enlisted men present for duty;
the second, 4412 officers and 70,866 en
listed men present for duty. The so-called
siege of Vicksburg was little more than
a blockade. But one vigorous assault
was made, which was on the third day.

Mr. Davis represents that General
Pemberton's operations were cramped
by a want of cavalry, for· which I was
responsible. He had cavalry enough;
but it was used near the extremities of
the State against raiding parties, instead
of being employed against the formida
ble invasion near the center. Mr. Davis
accepts that officer's idea that a large
body of cavalry could have broken Gen
eral Grant's communication with the Mis
sissippi, and so defeated his enterprise.
But Grant had no communication with

COLOI'EL II. H. LOCKETT, C. 8. A.,

theMississippi. His troops supplied them- CHIEF ENODlEER OF THE VICKBBURO DBFBlI8Ell.
FROIl All OIL PORTRAIT.

selves from the country around them.
He accuses me of producing "confusion and consequent disasters"by giving

a written order to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, which he terms opening
correspondence. But as that order, dated May 13th, was disobeyed, it cer
tainly produced neither confusion nor disaster. But" consequent disaster"
was undoubtedly due to the disobedience of that order, which caused the bat
tle of Champion's Hill. When that order was written, obedience to it, which
would have united all our forces, might have enabled us to contend with
General Grant on equal terms, and perhaps to win the campaign. Strange
as it may now seem, Mr. Davis thought so at the time, as the indorsement
already quoted proves distinctly.

A proper use of the available resources of the Confederacy would have
averted the disasters referred to by Mr. Davis. If, instead of being sent on
the wild expedition into Kentucky, General Bragg had been instructed to
avail himself of the dispersed condition of the Federal troops in northern
Mississippi and west Tennessee, he might have totally defeated the forces with
which General Grant invaded Mississippi three months later. Those troops
were distributed in Corinth, Jackson, Memphis, and intermediate points,
while his own were lmited, so that he could have fought them in detail, with
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as much certainty of success as can be hoped for in war. And such success
would have prevented the military and naval combination which gave the
enemy control of the Mississippi and divided the Confederacy, and would
have given the Confederacy the ascendency on that frontier. It is evident,
and was so then, that the three bodies of Confederate troops in Mississippi
in July, 1862, should have been united under General Bragg. The army of
above 65,000 men 80 formed could not have been seriously resisted by the
Federal forces, not only greatly inferior to it in numbers, but so distributed
that the various parts. could have been attacked separately, and certainly
defeated, probably destroyed.

Even after this failure the Confederates were stronger to repel invasion
than the Federals to invade. By uniting their forces in Arkansas with those
in Mississippi, an army of above 70,000 men would have been formed, to meet
General Grant's of 43,000. In all human probability such a force would have
totally defeated the invading army, and not only preserved Mississippi but
enabled us to recover Tennessee.

But if there were some necessity known only to the President to keep the
Confederate troops then in Arkansas on that side of the Mississippi, he could
have put General Pemberton on at least equal terms with his antagonist, by
giving him the troops in April actually sent to him late in May. This would
have formed an army of above fifty thousand men. General Grant landed two
corps, less than 30,000 men, on the 30th of April and 1st and 2d of May; and
it was not until the 8th of May that the arrival of Sherman's corps increased
his force to about 43,000 men. The Confederate reenforcements could have
been sent as well early in April as late in May; and then, without bad gen
eralship on our part, the chances of success would have been in our faYor,
decidedly.

THE DEFENSE OF VICKSBURG.

BY 8. H. LOCKETT, C. 8. A., CHIEl" ENGINEER 01" THE DEl"ENSEs.

T HE occupation of Vicksburg was the immediate
result of the faU of New Orleans on the 25th

of April, 1862.) The first military operations were
the laying out and construction of some batteries
for heavy guns, by Captain (afterward Colonel) D.
B. Harris of the Confederate States Engineers, ~
the work being mostly done by a foree of hired
negroes. These batteries were located cbiefly be
low the city; their positions were well chosen j

they had fine command of the river against a fteet
coming from below.

) The drat troops to go to VlckRburg 'Werc from CIloIDP
Moore, a reudezvous of the fol"C4lll which had recently
eYRCuated New Orleans. They werc Alleu's 'th Lowsl
Btll\ and Thomas's 28th Louisiana. These regiments
were soon followed by Marks's 27th Loulsll\nll. De
Clouet·s 26th LoUisiana, Rlehardson's 17th Loutatana,
MorrlAon's 81st J..oulalana. aU Infautry; aud Beltzhooy
er's Lowslanare~mentof artillery, I\Dd Ogden's Lowal
una battalion of artlIlery. After thl\8e ~ame Mellon's
reglm~nt and Balfonr'A battalion of MIIIIII881ppl troops.
The statr-oftlC01'll were M"'or Devereux, Assistant Ad.lu
tant-General; Mnjor Glrault, Inspector-General; Lieu
tenant-Colonel Jvey, Chief of Artillery; Captain MoDon-

On the 12th of May, 1862, Brigadier-General
Martin Luther Smith arrived and took command.
under orders from Major-General Mansfield Lon·lI.
the Department commander. From that da:r to
the end General Smith was never absent from hi~

post, was always equal to every emergl.'ncy, and
never once, wbile in control, failed to do tbE' right
thing at the right time.

On the 20th of June, 1862, I was ordered from
the Army of Tennessee, tben under General Bragg.
to report to General Smith &8 his Cbief EngillE't."r.

aId., Chief of Ordnauce. aod Lleutenanta HalTOd and
Frost, Aldes-dl'-il&Ulp. Theile troops aDd oftl<'e1'R eouflU
toted the garrison of VI~k8bltrK from the be81nnlnlt to
the end of operations. The troops had but roc.entl)- bad
"fearful baptism of ftre lu the ftcrt"f' hombaromcn!
by Admiral Farragut of Forts .Jackson and St. PbtUp.
and the batteries uf tbe Chalmette. They were already
veteraus, and mBny of them were sJdlled a.rttlleJ18t...
-S.H.L.
~ Geneml Beaure/{Brd clo.lma to have sent CBlrtaln

Harris to Vicksburg and to have given the orden under
which that oftlcer began the eonstructton at the tortifl
catloJlll. (0. R.., XV~ 810.) -EDl'I'OlllI.
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I was with him in that capacity uutil the 18t of No- cult matter to make bomb-proofs against such
vember, when I was made, by General Pemberton, destructive engines. A few shots were fired from
Chief Engineer of the Department of Mississippi our batteries in answer to the challenge of the
and East Louisiana, of which General Pemberton mortar-boats, but these shots were harmle88, and
had just taken eommand. This change extended were soon discontinued. The Federal bombard
my field of operations from Holly Springs to Port ment was likewise nearly harmless. But few sol
Hudson, but I never relinquished immediate charge diers and citizens were killed. Vertical fire is nevel'
of the defenses of Vicksburg. Hence I may safely very destructive of life. Yet the howling and
claim to have been identified with the defense al-. bursting shells had a very demoralizing e1!ect on
most from the beginning to the end of operations. those not accustomed to them. One of my engineer

The series of irregular hills, bluffs, and narrow, officers, a Frenchmlln, a gallant officer who had
tortuOlUl ridges, apparently without system or distinguished himself in seversl severe engage
order, that constitute the strong defensive position ments, was almost unmanned whenever one passed
of Vicksburg, raised some two hundred feet above anywhere near him. When joked about it, he was
the level of the river, owe their character, with all not ashamed to confess: "I no like ze bomb; I
their strangely complex arrangement a.nd contlg- cannot fight him back!"
uration, to the natural erosive action of water on June 28th was a memorable day. At early dawn
the fine, homogeneous, calcareous silt peculiar to the mortar-fleet renewed its heavy bombardment.
the lias or bluff formation. At the same time the ve88elslLnd gun-boats moved

At the time of my arrival no enemy was noar, up toward the city and opened fire with all their
but the work of preparation WSd going on vigor- heavy ordnance. Under cover of this tremendous
ously. The garrison was engaged in strengtheniug shelling the Brooklyn and Hartford a.nd several of
the batteries already constructed, iu making bomb- the iron-clads boldly pushed up stream, and went
proof magazines, and in mounting new guns past our batteries under full headway, pow'
recently arrived. Several new batteries were laid ing into the city broadside after broadside with
out by myself on the most comma.nding points astonishing rapidity. The Confederate batteries
above the city; these were afterward known as responded with equal energy.
the" Upper Battl.'ries." The work of making an The results of this first encountl.'r with the hith
accurate map of Vicksburg and vicinity was also erto redoubtable fleet WIIS highly gratifying to the
begun. Bat we had not many da)"s for these pre- defenders of Vicksburg. It is true the fleet got
liminaries. On the 26th of June the advance of past the batteries; but the Bl'uoklyll and Oct01'ora
Farragut's fleet arrived in sight. The next morn- were temporarily disabled. All the vessels su1!erl.'d
ing found it in position for bombarding. A flotilla more or less, a.nd many Federal sailors were killed
o( mortar-boats was moored close to the farther and wounded, as we learned (rom people who
shore of the river just beyond the range of our lived across the river. On the Confederate side
lower batteries. A second flotilla had crept along no gun was disabled, no battery injured, and only
the ba.nk next to us with their masts so covered thirteen were killed or wounded. Our batteries
with the boughs of trees that we did not discover mounted 29 guns, of which 2 were lO·inch
them until they were quite near. They were com- Columbiads, the rest being old style 42 and 32
pletely proteeted from our guns by the bank. pounders. The Brooklyn alone carried 24 11-

At a signal-gun from one of the iron-clads the inch Dahlgren guns. We expected a land attack
guus were opened. I measured one of the holes at the same time, a.nd were prepared for it by the
made by the mortar-tlhells in hard, compact clay, presence of as many as ten thousand troops, under
and found it seventeen feet deep. It was a dim- Breckinridge, Bowen, and Preston, who had just

Digitized by GoogIe



THE DEFENSE OF VICKSBURG.

arrived nnd were in near-supporting distance.
They were not called upon, however, and no
troops were under fire except the brigade of Gen
eral M. ·L. Smith. After this, for two weeks,
things moved along at Vicksburg with something
akin to monotony. The mortar-fleets kept up a
steady bombardment, but even the citizens of the
town became so accustomed to it that they went
about their daily occupations. The women and
children left their caves to watch the shells, and
would only betake themselves to their shelters
when the fire seemed to be concentrated in their
particular neighborhoods. Finally the upper fleet,
under Flag-Officer C. H. Davis, came down the

JIlAJOR-GESERAL C. L. 5TII:VKlIBOIf, C. 5. A.
FROJil A PHOTOGRAPH.

river, joined the vessels that had rnn our batteries,
put a flotilla of mortar-boats in position, and took
part in the grand but nearly harmless sport of
pitahinFt big shells int~ Vicksburg. During this
period General Thomas Williams commenced the
famous canal across the narrow neck of land in
front of Vicksburg. But the water fell faster than
the ditch was dug, the river refwled to make a
cut-off, and this effort also proved a failure.

On the 15th of July the monotony of the situa
tion was greatly relieved by one of the most stir
ring episodes of the war. The little Confederate
ram, ArkaftSll8, under her gallant commander, I.
N. Brown, came out of Yazoo River, where she
had been built in imitation of the famous Merri
mac, and ran the gauntlet of the whole upper fieet.
[See article by Captain I. N. Brown, to follow.]

For several days after this the regulation bom
bardment was kept up. Suddenly, however, on
the 25th of July, the lower fieet, big ships, gun
boats, and mortar-boats, weighed anchor and
dropped down the river to a distance of several
miles below their former position. On the 27th
both lower and upper fieets took leave of us, and
the 28th of July found Vicksburg onoe more freed
from the presence of a hostile force.

Working parties were at once put upon the river.

batteries to repair damages and increase their
strength wherever recent experience had shown it
to be necessary. It was also determined to eon
struct a line of defense in rear of Vicksburg. to
prepare against an army operating upon land. .AM
chief engineer, it became my duty to pIau, locate,
and layout that line of defp.nse. A month was
spent in reconnoitering, surveying, and studying
the complicated and irregular site to be fortified.
No greater topographical puzzle was ever presented
to an engineer. The difficulty of the situation was
greatly enhanced by the fact that a large part of
the hills and hollows had never been cleared of
their virgin forest of magnificent magnolia-trees
and denl'e undergrowth of cane. At first it seemed
imposl!ible to find anything like a general line of
commanding ground surrounding the eity; but
careful study gradually worked out the problem.

The most prominent points I purposed to occupy
with a system of redoubts, redans, lunettes. and
small field-works, connecting them by rifie-pits 80

as to give a continuous line of defense. The work
of construction was begun about the 1st of St>p
tember with a foree of negro laborers hired or
impressed from the plantations of the adjacent
counties. Haynes's Bluff on the Yazoo River and
Warrenton, about six miles below Vicksburg. were
fortified as flank protections to the main position.

On the 14th of October, 1862, Lieuteuanl-('Tt'n
eral John C. Pemberton took command of the

eDepartment of Mississippi and East Louisianll.
establishing his headquarters at Jackson. About
the same time General Grant was placed in supreme
command of the Federal forces in north Mississippi.
Then followed a succession of movements against
Vicksburg, having for thl'ir objC(!t the turning of
that point. They were all uniformly unsuccessful,
and were so remote from the city, with one exct"p
tion, that the garrison of Vicksburg wall not
involved in the operations which defeated them.
I will simply mention them in the onler in whit'h
they occurred. First was General Grant.'s advaut'e
from Memphis and Grand Junction, via Holly
Springs, toward Grenada. This was defeated by
the raids of Van Dom and Forrest upon Grant's
communioations [December 20th and December
15th t~ January 3d]. Be was foreed to retire or
starve. Next came General Sherman's attempt to
get in rear of Vicksburg by the Chickasaw Ba~'ou

road, which ran from the Yazoo River bottom to
the Walnut hills, six miles above the t'ity. His
colnmn of thirty thousand men W&ll defeated and
driven back with dreadful slaughter by Gent"ral S.
D. Lee with onl' brigade of the Vicksburg garrillon
[Det'ember 20th to January 3d].

After this General Grant himself appeared in
front of Vicksburg, occupied thl' river with an im
mense lI.eet and the Louisiana shore with a largt'
army. He renewed the old style of bombardment
and the work on the canal, but high wat~rmade
him abandon that work and his position.

Then came the expedition, via Lake Providence
and Bayou M~on, which was defeated by natural
difficulties. Next, the expedition by Yazoo P_
and HUBhpuccanaugh Bayou, whic.h Wall stopped
by Fort Pemberton,- a cotton-bale fort made by
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PAIlIlAG&, ON THE NIGHT OJ' AFRIL IS. 1883, OF GUN-BOATS ...ND IITJtAllBBS "'T VICKSBURG•
• RO. ... SUTCH ."'DE BY COLONEL 8. II. LOCtunT, C. S.....

Captain P. Robinson, of the Confederate States
Engineers, on the overflowed bottom-lands of the
Tallabatehie and Yallabusba rivers, near their
junction [February 24th to April 8th]. Here
General Loring, with 3 guns and about 1500 men.
turned back a large fleet and land force, and won
the sobriquet of "Old Blizzards" by standing on
the cotton-bale parapet and shouting" Give them
blizzards, boysl Give them blizzards!" Last of
these flanking expeditions was one of General
Sherman and Admiral Porter, via Steole's Bayou,
to reach the Sunflower and Yazoo rivers, above
Haynes's BId [March 14th-27th]. This came
near being as disastrous as that by the ChickAsaw
Bayon, owing to obstructions made by the Confed
erates and to a sudden fall in the waters.

Though these expeditions all failed, the desper
ate Dature of most of them convinced us that
General Grant was in deep earnest, and not easily
discouraged. He made one more elfort, which
succeeded perhaps beyond his own most sanguine
expectations. This had been anticipated by Gen
eral Pemberton, and, to a certain extent, provided
for by sending General John S. Bowen to occupy
and fortify Grand Gulf. I accompanied General
Bowen and located the works at Grand GuIr, leav
ing them in charge of Lientenant Donnellan, of
the Confederate States Engineers.

On the night of the 16th of April, 1863, a large
part of the upper Heet (then commanded by Ad
miral David D. Porter), consisting of six gnu-boats
and several transports, ran the batteries at Vicks
burg. Gun-boats had frequently passed the bat
UJriee during the operations of the preceding ten

months, bnt up to that time no one had dreamed
that the ordinary river steamboat.s could do so.
They were protected by cotton-bales and by large
barges loaded with coal and forage, lashed along
side. One of the transports was fired by our
shells, and burned to the water's edge in front of
the city. Two other boats were partly disabled,
and several of the barges were sunk. Yet eight
boats succeeded iu getting past both Vicksburg
and Warrenton in more or less serviceable condi
tion. The movement of the boats was soon dis
covered by the Confederate pickets, who nightly
patrolled the river in small boats. They immedi
ately crossed the river and fired several houses in
the village of DeSoto, so as to illuminate the river.
To appreciate the boldness of this action one must
try to put himself in the place of these pickets,
who ran great risks of being captured in landing on
the opposite shore, which was occupied by the Fed
eral forces. In addition, &8 soon as their work was
accomplished, they were exposed to the enemy's
sharp-shooters, on the now brightly lighted river,
and were in the direct line of fire of the batteries of
their friends. Yet they neither failed nor faltered.

Two nights later, four more boats, towing barges
of large capacity, passed down the river, and
joined the others at New Carthage, a village in
Louisiana about hall-way between Vicksburg and
Grand Gull. Here there was a fleet of formidable
gun-boats, and transports and barges enough to
ferry a large force across the river. This gave a
serious and threatening aspect to the movement.
At the same time a force under General Sherman
was again menacing Haynes's Blulf; Grierson's raid
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femes, and
ordered field-works to be tbrown up at these
crossings.

After taking measures to establish works for tbe
defeuse of the important points on our main line
of l.'ommunieations at the railroad bridge and

~ General Pemberton claims tbat tbe tranll1er ot bls
eavalry to Bragg. In Tennessee, by General Jobnston's
ordel'll. deprived blm of tbe meo.ns of ascertainIng the

Federal movementll In time to meet tbem l'&etlnly.
This afterward beeame a sul\!eot ot controveraybetw~D
Generala JobnstoD and PembertoD.-EDI1'O'"
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Edwards'. depot, I -returned to Vicksburg with Cap
taiD Wintter's company of sappel'll and minel'll and
put them to work on the rear line of defenses, with
orders to make necessary repairs and put every
thing in good condition.

At last General Pemberton became convinced
that General Grant's intention was to march up
the east bank of Big Black River, to strike the
railroad at or near Edwards's depot, and thus cut
his commuDications with Jackson. To prevent this,
aDd at the same time to defeat Grant, if pollSible, he
cODcentrated all of his forces at Edwards's depot,
excepting General Forney's division which was lett
in Vicksburg, and General Smith's which was posted
at &nd near the railroad bridge. On the 12th of
Yay, under the ordera of General Pemberton, I
went to Edwards's depot to put the Confederate
forces in position upon the ground selected forthem
to occupy, covering all the approaches from the
south and east. The army here assembled con
sisted of three divisions: Bowen's on the right,
Loring's in the center, and C. L. Stevenson's on the
It'ft, numbering about 18,000 men. Some slight
field-works had been thrown up at favorable points.
The position was naturally a strong one, on high
ground, with the cultivated valley of Baker's Creek
iD its front. Here General Pemberton wished to
wait to be attacked by Grant. There can be no
doubt that if he had been allowed to do so a des
perate and bloody battle would have beeD fought
ou that ground, the issue of which might have been
different from that of the two unfortunate en·
gagements which did actually occur. The army
remained at Edwa'l'ds's depot from the 13th to the
15th. During this time General Pemberton re
ceived numerons dispatches from Pnsident Davis,
and from General J. E. Johnston, who had recently
arrived at Jackson. I saw, or heard read, most of
theBe dispatches. They were very confiicting in
their tenor, and neither thOBe of Mr. Davis nor
those of General Johnston exactly comported with
General Pemberton's views. He then made the
capital mistake of trying to harmonize instructions
from hiB superiors diametrically opposed to each
other, and at the s&me time to bring them into
accord with his own judgment, which was adverse
to the plans of both. Mr. Davis's idea was to hold
Vicksburg at all hazard, and not to endanger it by
getting too far from it. Johnston's plan was to
cut looBe from Vicksburg altogether, manmuvre so
as to avoid a general engagement with Grant until
the Confederate forces could be concentrated, and
then beat him. Pemberton wished to take a strong
position on the line of the Big Black and wait for
an attack, believing that it would be successfully
resisted, and that then the tables could be turned
upon Grant in lit very bad position, without any
base of supplies, and without a well-protected line
of retreat. As I have said, none of these plans was
carried out, but lit sort of compromise or compound
of all these attempts, resulting in the unfortunate
battle of Baker's Creek, or Champion's Hill, and
the disgracetulstampede of Big Black bridge.

Pemberton moved out from Edwards's depot in
obedience to lit dispateh from General Johnston,
ordering him to attack in the rear a force which he

supposed General Johnston was going to engage in
front. Instead of this, he encountered Grant's vic
torious lmIly returning, exultant and eager for
more prizes, from the capture of Jackson. '>em
berton's army, which was making a re~, '\de
movement at the time, was put into line 0.' .",tie
by being faced to the right with infantry, artillery,
baggage, and ordnance wagons just as they were.
In a few minutes after this disposition was made,
his extreme left, previonsly the hE-ad of his column,
was actively engaged with largely superior num
bers. Under all the circumstances the Confeder-

BRI04DIER-GB!lERAL EDWARD HIGGINS, c. s. "
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ates made a gallant fight, but they were driven
from the field with heavy loss in killed, wounded,
and captured, and a considerable loss of arms and
ammunition. Stevenson's division bore the brunt of
thisbattle andsuffered the heaviest 1088es. Bowen's
division sustained its reputation by making one
of its grand old charges, in which it bored a hole
throngh the Federal army, and finding itself unsup
ported turned around and bored its way back aglLin.
Loring's division did not colSperate with the other
two, through some misunderstanding or miscon
ception, and was scarcely engaged at all during the
fight. Tilghman's brigade of this division covered
the road by which the Confederates retreated late
in the afternoon. While in the discharge of this
duty General Tilghman was killed.

Our beaten forces, except Loring's division,
retreated across Baker's Creek and took position
at nightfall at Big Black bridge; part of the forces,
Bowen's division and Vaughn's brigade, being put
in position in the tete-de.pont on the east bank of
the river, and part on the bluffs on the west, Lor
ing's division was moved by its commander, by the
right flank, around the Federa.l army, and finally,
after a loss of most of its cannon and wagons,
joined General Johnston at Jackson.

The affail of Big Black bridge was one which an
ex-Confederate participant naturally dislikes to
record. The Federals engaged us early in the
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BWFIlCT OF THK GUll-BOAT SHELLS
Oil VlCltSBUltO HOUSII:S. FROII

A. SltZTCR II.IoDE THE D.IoT
OJ' THE SURRBliDEB.

morning from a copse of woods on our left. I was
standing on the railroad bridge at the time, and
soon saw signs of unsteadiness in our men, and
reporting the fact to General Pemberton, received
orders to prepare to destroy the bridges. Fence
rails and loose cotton saturated with turpentine
were pillld on the railroad bridgl', and a barrel of
spirits of turpentine placed on the steamer Dot,
which was swung across the river and used as a
bridge. About 9 o'clock our troops on the left
(Vaughn's brigade) broke fJ'om their breastworks
and came pell-mell toward the bridges. Bowen's
men, seeing themselves unsupported, followed the
example, and soon the whole foree was croBSing the
river by the bridges and by swimminlt, hotly pur
sued by the Federals. I '111'&8 on the Dot at the time.

Waiting until all
the Confederates
in sight were
across the river I
touched a match
to the barrel of
turpentine, and
with the aid of
one of my lieu
tenants tipped it
over. In a mo
ment the boat was
in a blaze. The
railroad bridge

was likewise fired, and all immediate danger of
pnrauit prevented.

After the stampede at the bridge orden were
i88ned for the army to fall back to Vicksburg,
Major-General Stevenson being placed in com
mand of the retreating forces. General Pember
ton rode on himself to Bovina, a small railroad
station about two and a half miles from the river.
I was the only staft'-officer with him. He was very
mnch depressed by the events of the last two days,
and for BOme time after mounting his horse rode
in silence. He finally said: "Just thirty years
ago I began my military career by receiving my
appointment to a cadetship at the U. S. Military
Academy, and to-day-the same date-that ca
reer is ended in dilll\ster and disgrace." I strove
to eneourage him, urging that things we're not so
bad as they seemed to be; that we still had two
excellent divisions (Smith's and Forney's) which
had not been engaged and were, therefore, fresh
and not demoralized; that they could occupy our
lines at Vicksbnrg, covering especially the ap
proaches from the position now occupied by the
Federal forees, which they would naturally follow;

1The defenl!es were divided Into three districts 88
followo: Fir.'.. General Btevenson's Uue, Captain P.
Rohln80n. chief enldneer, with Captain J. J. Conway.
Captain James Couper, Lieutenant A. W, OI08ter. Lien
tenant R. R. Southard. and Sergeant W. B, H. Baunders
88 &8IIlstantll. &wnd.' The relit of the rear Une: Cap
tain D. Wlntt~r, ohll.'f enl{lneer, with Captain James
HoganI'. Lieutenant E. McMahon. Lieutenant F. 011
looly. Llentenant B. MeD. Vernon. and IJeutenant
Ble88lng Bll &8IIlstants. Tlaird " The river front com
manded by Colonel Edward Hhrl{lns. Fll'lIt Lieutenant
wUUam O. Flynn, en~neer. The worldng force under
the direct ooutrol of the ohtef engineer '111'88 88 follows:
!Illll&Ppel'll and mlnel'll of Captain Wlntter's oompany; 8

that the rest of the troops could be pnt, at first, in
the less exposed parts of the line, or in reserve,
until they had steadied thelll8elves; that Vicksburg
was strong and could not be carried by as..«ault;
and that Mr. Davis had telegraphed to him .. to
hold Vicksburjt at all hazard," adding that .. if
besieged he would be relieved." To all of whi('h
General Pemberton replied that my :routh Blld

hopes were the parents of my judgment; he bim
self did not believe 0!U' troops would stand the
first shock of an attack. We finally reached
Bovina, where the general balted. and at my
earnest instance wrote an order directing me to
return to Vicksburg in all po88ible haste, to put
the place in a good state of defense. This order
directed all officers, of whatsoever rank, to obey
all requisitions of the chief engineer for men.
materials, and labor, and to l'ender all po88ible aid
in carryinjt out his plans. Generals Forney and
Smith respouded heartily, and before nightfall
work was under way all along the lines of defense.
The main works on the rear line, already deseribed,
had, for the most part, exterior ditehes from six
to ten feet deep, with rampart, parapet, banquette
for infantry, and embrasures and platforms for
artillery. Not having been occupied they were
now much washed and weakened by the winter's
rains. The rifie-pits connecting the main workB
had suft'ered in the same way, while on mauy parts
of the line these pits had never been finished.

Fatigue parties were set to work making thesf\
repaira and connections; at the same time all
field-artillery, Parrott guns, and sie,:te piet'es on
the river front were moved to the rear line, plat
forms and embmaures were prepared for them, and
ammunition was placed in convenient and pro
tected places. The field-artillery brought in by
our retreating army was likewise put in position
as it arrived, and the morning of the 18th found
DB with 102 guns ready for service on the rear line.
Bome portions of our front were protected by abatis
of fallen trees and entanglements of telegraph
wire. The river-batteries were still strong and
intact, having lost none of tReir sea-eoast guns.

The troops were placed in poaition &8 I had
recommended. General C. L. Stevenson's dh;
sion extended from the Warrenton road on our
extreme right to the railroad; General John H.
Forney's division occupied the center, from the
railroad to the Graveyard road; General M. L.
Smith's division filling up the "pace betwet'n the
Graveyard road and the river on our It'ft. Gen
eral John S. Bowen's Missourians and Wau]'~

Texas Legion were held in reserve. 1
detailed mechanics BUd ftremen." overseers for negrt><'...
7'1 hired negroes (20 were slek!, 3 foar-mule team... and
211 yoke of oxen.

About five hundred pleks BUd shovels ts perhapco a
near estimate of the number of Intrenching toolJ<. The)
were dIlItrlbuted to the dJ1!'erent brhfadCll acrordtnll' to
the amount of work requIred, and helnl{ mu('h 8C'at
tered along our lonll,' JlnC8 were eoneldered eo l'ft<'lous
by both men and oftl('ers that when not In IK'tuaI uw
they were hidden for fear that they would be stolen by
other troopll, or ordered to IIOme other part of the Una
by the ehlef enl{lneer. They were entll'l'ly tnadequ&Ul
for the work. IUld the wen soon Improvteed wooden
shovets, 11lI1Dg their bayonetll &8 pleb.-8. H. L.
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Early on May 18th the Federal forces appeared
on the Jackson and Graveyard roads, which were
covered by a part of General M. L. Smith's divi
sion posted 88 skirmishers and pickets outside of
our main lines. The Federals were held in check,
so that during the night General Smith had no
difficnlty in withdrawing his forces within the
main line of defense. The
next day, when the Fed- \i'; _-=-~
erals diseovered that the - -
Confederates were gone
from their position of the
evening before, they came
forward rapidly and took
that position, with shout
and cheer, and soon after
rl18hed upon the main line
of defense, apparently with
perfect confidence that
there would be another
"walk over" such as they
had had two days before
at Big Black bridge. But
this time they struck a
rock in General Shoup's
brigade which met them
with so heavy and well-di
rected a fire that they were
compelled to fall back. A
second time they came for
ward in greater numbers
and with more boldness
and determination, but
with even more fatal results.
with great 1088, leaving five hmd of olor clo
to our lines and the ground being tr Wll' itit th ir
dead and wounded. These a8 ' ult t nd d from
Shoup's position toward our right 0 9 to ill Iud
B part of Forney's division. 'l'bu th y W r m t
by troops which had not been in any of th r cent
di8al\trous engagements, and w r Dot in the I Bst
demoralized. These men stood to their urm lik
true soldiers, and helped to r ~t I' th Jl/oral of
our army.

The 20th and 21st of May were occupied by the
Federal forces in completing their line, at an aver
age distance of about eight hundred yards from our
works. The Confederates utilized the time in put
ting up traverses against enfilade fires, and in
making covered approaches from the camps in
rear to the line of works. Many a man and officer
bad already been picked off by the quick-sighted
Federal sharp-shooters, while pa88ing along our
lines or between them and the cooking-camps. It
took several days for our men to learn the caution
nece88&ry to protect themselves.

On the 22d of May the gnn-boats moved up
within range and opened fire upon the river front.
At the same time several dense columns of troops
aeaanlted our lines in the rear. These a88&ults cov
ered the right of General Smith's position, where
General Shonp's brigade W88 posted. the whole of
General Forney's front, and that of Stephen D.
Lee's brigade of Stevenson's division. The assaults
were made with great determination and admira
ble courage by the Federal soldiers. Once, twice,
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JlONUKENT NOW ON THE SPOT OF THE rNTERVIEW
BETWEEN GBNERALS GRANT AND PBKBBRTON.
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at 3500, were left dead and wounded between
the lines.

On the 25th the Federal dead and some of their
wounded in the fight of the 22d were still in our
front and close to our lines. The dead had become
cntensive and the living were suffering fearful
agonies. General Pemberton, therefore, under a
Hag of truce, sent a note to General Grant, propos
ing a ce88ation of hostilities for two and a half
hours, so that the dead and dying men might
receive proper attention. This was acceded to by
General Grant, and from sixo'clock until nearly dark
both parties were engaged in performing funeral
rites and deeds of mercy to the dead and wounded
Federal soldiers. On this occasion I met General
Sherman for the 1lrst time. Naturally, the officers
of both armies took advantage of the truce to use
their eyes to the best po88ible advantage. I was on
the Jackson road redan, which had been terribly
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LOGAN'S DIVISION ENTERING VICKSBUIlG BY THE JACKSON ROAD, JULY', 18113.
FROM A SKaTeH MADE AT THE TIME.

pounded and was the object of constant atten
tion from a battery of heavy guns in its immediate
front. The Federals were running toward it, in a
zigzag approach [Ilee p. 540], and were already in
uncomfortable proximity to it. While standing on
the parapet of this work a Federal orderly came
up to me and said that General Sherman wished
to speak to me. Following the orderly, I reached
a group of officers standing some two hundred
yards in front of our line. One of these came
forward, introduced himself as General Sherman,
and said: "I saw that you were an officer by your
insignia of rank, and have asked you to meet me,
to put into your hands some letters intrusted to
me by Northern friends of some of your officers
and men. I thought this would be a good oppor
tunity to deliver this mail before it got too old."
To this I replied: "Yes, General, it would have
been very old, indeed, if you had kept it until
you brought it into Vicksburg yourself!' "So
you think, then," said the general, II I am a very
slow mail route!' "Well, rather," was the reply,
,j when you have to travel by regular approaches,
parallels, and zigzags!' "Yes," he said, "that is
a slow way of getting into a place, but it is a very
sure way, aud I was determined to deliver those
letters sooner or later."

The general then invited me to take a seat. with
him on an old log near by, and thus the rest of the
time of the truce was spent in pleasant conversa
tion. In the course of it the general remarked:
"You have an admirable position for defense
here, and you have taken excellent advantage of
the ground!' "Yes, General," I replied, "but it
is equally as well adapted t·o offensive operations,

and your engineers have not been slow to discover
it." To this General Sherman assented. Inten
tionally or not, his civility certainly prevented me
from seeing many other points in our front that I
as chief engineer was very anxious to examine.

The truce ended, the sharp-shooters immediately
began their work and kept it up until darkness pre
vented accuracy of aim. Then the pickets of thE'
two armies were posted in front of their respective
lines, so near to each other that they whiled away
the long hours of the night-watch with social chat.
Within our lines the pick and shovel were the
weapons of defense until the nE'xt morning.

On the night of the 26th, while we were trying
to place an obstruction aeroBB the swamp between
our right and the river, our working party and its
support had a sharp engagement with 8 detach
ment of Federals who came to see what we were
doing. We captured one hundred of our inquisi
tive friends, and retired without putting in the
obstruction. At other parts of the line the work
of making traverses, changing guns to more avail
able points, making covered waYII along the linf'
and to the rear, and repairing damages, went on
as vigorously as our means would allow.

The events of the 27th of May were varied by
an attack on our river batteries by the fleet. The
CincinfSaii was badly crippled, and before reaehinlt
her former moorings she sank in water not deep
enough to cover her deck. She was still within
range of our guns, so that the efforts made by thE'
Federals to dismantle h"r and l'E'move her arma
ment were effectually prevented.

By this time the Federal commander was evi
dently convinced that Vicksburg had to be taken
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by regular mege operations. By the 4th of June
the Federals had advanced their parallels to within
150 yards of our line. Io'rom them they com
menced several double saps against our most sali
ent works-the Jackson road redan, the Graveyard
road redan, the Third Louisiana redan, on the left
of the Jackson road, and the lunette on the right
of the Baldwin's Ferry road. In each of these
the engineer in charge was ordered to place thun
dering barrels and loaded shells with short-time
fnses, as preparations for meeting assaults. The
stockade redan and the stockade on its left, which
had been constructed across a low place in our
line, had by this time been nearly knocked to
pieces by the enemy's artillery. A new line was
therefore made to take its place when it should be
no lon~rtenable. So, too, retrenchments, or inner
lines, were ordered at all points where breaches
seemed imminent or the enemy more than ordi
narily near. These retrenchments served us excel
lently before the siege was terminated.

By the 8th of June, in spite of all efforts to pre
vent them, the enemy's sap-rollers had approaehed
within sixty feet of two of our works. A private
soldier suggested a novel expedient by which we
succeeded in destroying the rollers. He took a
piece of port-fire, stu1fed it with cotton saturated
with turpentine, and fired it from an old-fashioned
large-bore musket into the roller, and thus set it on
fire. Thns the enemy's sappers were exposed and
forced to leave their sap and begin a new one
some distance back. After this they kept their
sap-rollers wet, forcing us to other expedients.*
Our next effort was counter-mining. From the
ditches of all the threatened works counter-mines
were started on the night of the 13th of June.
The Third Louisiana redan was located on a very
nalTOW ridge and had no ditch. The counter
mines for it were therefore started from within by
first sinking a vertical shaft, with the intention of
working out by an inclined gallery under the
enemy's sap. Before this work was completed the
Federal sappers succeeded in getting under the
salient of the redan, and on the 25th they exploded
a small mine, but the charge was too small to do
much damage. Nevertheless, it tore off the vortex
of the rMan, and made what the Federals thonght
was a practicable breach. Into it they poured in
strong force as soon as the explosion had expended
itself. But they were met by a deadly volley from
our men posted behind the retrenchment prepared
for this emergency, and after heavy loss were com
pelled to retire. Six of our counter-miners were
buried by this explosion.

On the same day we exploded two of our counter
mines and completely destroyM the enemy's sap
rollers, ftlled np their saps, and forced them to
abandon a parallel very close to our line. Two
days later we exploded another mine prematurely,
without injury to the enemy, as they had not ap
proached as near our works as we supposed. It
was very difficult to determine distances under

* I t.hlnk thls may be the ori~n of General Grant's
lIOUon that we had explosive bullets, I certainly never
beard of anytlnng of the sort, and most Barely would

ground, where we could hear the enemy's sappers
picking, picking, picking, so very distinctly that
it hardly seemed possible for them to be more
than a few feet distant, when in reality they were
many yards away.

On the 29th of June the enemy had succeeded
in getting close up to the parapet of the Third
Louisiana redan. We rolled some of their unex
ploded 13-inch shells down upon them and annoyed
them so much as to force them to stop operations.
At night they protected themselves against this
method of attack by erecting a screen in front of
their sap. This screen was made of heavy timbers,
which even the shells could not move. I finally
determined to try the effect of a barrel of powder.
One containing 125 pounds was obtained, a time
fuse set to fifteen seconds wss placed in the bung
hole, was touched off by myself with a live coal,
and the barrel was rolled over the parapet by two
of our sappers. The barrel went true to its desti
nation and exploded wit.h terrific force. Timbers,
gabions, andfascineswere hurled into the air in all
directions and the sappers once more were com
pelled to retire. They renewed their operatioDJ;,
however, at night, and in a few days succeeded in
establishing their mine under the redan, which they
exploded at 1 :30 o'clock P. JI. on the 1st of July.
The charge was enormous - one and a quarter tons,
as I sub8equently learned from the Federal engi
neer. The crater made was abont twenty feet deep
and fifty feet in diameter. The redan was virtually
destroyed, and the explosive effect extended back
far enongh to make a breach of nearly twenty feet
width in the retrenchment across the gorge of the
work. We expected an assault, but previous ex
perience had made the enemy cautions. Instead,
they opened upon the work a most terrific fire from
everything that could be brought to bear upon it.
Only a few minutes before the explosion I had
been down in our counter-mine and had left seven
men there, only one of whom was ever seen again;
he, a negro, was blown over into the Federal lines
but not serionslyhurt [see p. 527]. The next thing
for ns to do was to stop the breach in our retrench
ment. This we first tried to accomplish by heaving
dirt into the breach with shovels from the two sides,
bnt the earth was swept away by the 8torm of mis
siles faster than it could be placed in position. We
then triM sand-bags, but they, too, were tom to
shreds and scattered. Finally I sent for some tent
flies and wagon covers, and with these great rolls of
earth were prepared under cover and pnshed into
place, until at last we had something between us
and the deadly hail of shot and shell and minie
balls. Playing into that narrow breach for nearly
six hours were 2 9-inch Dahlgren ~ns, a battery of
large Parrotts, 1 or more batteries of field-guns, a
Coehom mortar, and the deadliest fire of musketry
ever witnessed by any of us there present. We
stopped the breach, bnt lost in killed and wounded
nearly one hnndred men by the explosion and the
subseqnent fusillade. This was really the last

have made some Ut!6 of them if we had had them In clr
eumventlng the Federal englneers.-8. H,L. [8ee state
ment of General Grant, p. 11211.]
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stirring incident of the siege. On the 2d of July
we exploded one of our mines somewhat prema
turely, and we had ready for explosion 11 othen,
containing from 100 to 125 pounds of powder, and
extendinp; at a depth of 6 to 9 feet for a distance
of from 18 to 20 feet in front of our works. The
fUBes were set and everything was primed and ready
for the approach of the Federal BlIoppers, but on
the 3d of July the flag of truce stopped all opera
tions on both sides, and the efficiency of our prep
arations was not put to the test.

The Federal engineen had similar preparations
made for our destruction at several points. Their
men had gradually closed up to our lines so that at
BOme portions, for a hundred yards or more, the
thickneBB of our parapet WaB all that separated us.
Fighting by hand-grenades WaB all that was possi
ble at such close quarters. As the Federals had
the hand-grena.des and we had none, we obtained
our supply by using such of theirs aB failed to
explode, or by catching them as they came over
the parapet and hurling them back.

The causes that led to the capitulation Jare well
known. We had been from the beginning short of
ammunition, and continued BO throughout in spite
of the daring exploitR of Lamar Fontaine, Captain
E. J. Banders, and Courier Walker, who floated
down the rivel' on logs and brought, respectively,
18,000, 20,000, aDd 200,000 capll. We were
abort of pl'oviaions, BO that our men had been on
quarter rations for days before the close of the
aiege; had eaten mule meat, and rats, and young
shoots of cane, with the l'elish of epicures dining
on the finest delicacies of the table. We were so
short-handed that no man within the lines had
over been off duty more than a small part of each
day j and in response to inquiries of the lieuten
ant-general commanding, every general omcer
and colonel had reported his men as physically
exhausted and uoftt for any duty but aimply stand
ing in the trenches and firing. Our lines were badly
battered, many of onr guns were dismounted, and
the Federal forces were within leM than a minute
of our defenses, so that a single duh could have
precipitated them upon us in overwhelming num
bers. All of these facts were bl'ought out in the
council of war on the night of the 2d of July.
After that General Pemberton said he had 1000t all
hopes of being relieved by General Johnston i he
had conaidered every posaible plan of relieving
oUrBelves, and to his mind there were but two
altemativel- either to surrender while we still
had ammunition enough left to give us the right
to demand terms, or to Bell OUl' lives 1108 dearly 1108

pOIIaible in what he knew must be a hopeless effort
to cut our way through the Federal lines. He
then uked each officer present to give his vote on
the question, aurrettder or f1ot, Beginning with

J]lelng coustantlyat beadquarters I was oognIElIoJIt of
every step In the proceedings. I went witb General M.
L. Smith to General Grant's beadquarters with one of
the- mellll&gtl8, and was preeent at the tina! connell of
war.-S.H.L

the junior officer present, all voted to surrender
but two,-Briga.dier-General S. D. Lee and Brigs
dier-General Bllldwin,- and these had no relUlODI
to offer. After all had voted General Pemberton
said: "Well, gentlemen, I have heard your votes
and I agree with your almost unanimous decision,
though my own preference would be to put myself
at the head of my troops and make a desperate
effort to cut our way through the enemy. That is
my only hope of saving myself from shame aDd dis
grace. Far better would it be for me to die at the
h£'ad of my army, even in a vain effort to foree the
enemy's lines, than to surrender it and live and
meet the obloquy which I know will be heaped
upon me. But my duty is to BlIoCrifice myself to
save the army which hu so nobly done its duty to
defend Yicksburg. I therefore concur with you
and Ihall offer to surrender this army on the 4th
of July." Some objection wu made to the day,
but General Pemberton said: "I am a Northt>rn
man i I know my people i I know their peculiar
weaknel!s£'1 and their national vanity; I know we
can get better terms from them on the 4th of July
than any other day of the year. .&. We must sacri
fice our pride to these conaiderations." And thus
the surrender was brought about.

During the negotiations we noticed that General
Grant and Admiral Porter were eommunieating
with each other by signals from a tall tower on
land and a mast-head on Porter's ship. Our
aignal-service men had long before worked out the
Federal code on the principle of Poe's" Gold Bug,'
and translated the messages 1108 soon 1108 sent. "'e
knew that General Grant was anxious to take us
all 1108 priBOners to the Northern prison-pens. We
also knew that Porter BlIoid that he did not ha\'e
sufficient transportation to carry us, and that in
his judgment it would be far better to parol£' us
and use the fleet in sending the Federal troops to
Port Hudson and other points where they were
needed. This helped to make General Pemberton
more bold and persistent in his demands, and
finally enabled him to obtain virtually thE" t.erms
of his original proposition.

A few minutes after the Federal soldiere mareh£'d
in, the BOldiers of the two armies were fraternizing
and swapping yams over the incidents of the long
siege. One Federal soldier se£'ing me on my little
white pony, which I had ridden every day to aud
from and along the lines, BlIong out as he palllled :
•• See here, Mister,- you man on the little white
horse I Danged if you ain't the hardest feller to
hit I ever saw; I've shot at you more 'n a hundn>d
timesl"

General Grant saYI there wu no eheering br
the Federal troops. My recollection is that on onr
right a hearty cheer was given by one Fed£'ral
division" for the gallant defenders of Vicksburg! ~

.&. General Pemberton's report repeats thls statement:
but General Grant bas pointed out [see p. 31111 tbat bal
for the uneIpected delays In the negotlatlon8, begun at
10 A. 1(. on the ad of ,July, the surrender would bave
taken lllace on that day Instead ofon the 'th.- EDITOU.



THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN. J
BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, GENERAL, U. S. A.

I T is generally regarded as an axiom in war that all great armies mov
ing in an enemy's country should start from a base of supplies, which

should be fortified and guarded, and to which the army is to fall back in
case of disaster. The first movement looking to Vicksburg and the force
defending it as an objective was begun early in November, 1862, and con
formed to this axiom. [See map, p.442.] It followed the line of the Missis
sippi Central Railroad, with Columbus, Kentucky, as a base, and soon after it
started, a cooperating column was moved down the Mississippi River on trans
ports, with Memphis as its base. Both these movements failing, the entire
Army of the Tennessee was transferred to the neighborhood of Vicksburg,
and landed on the opposite or western bank of the river at Milliken's Bend.
The Mississippi flows through a low alluvial bottom many miles in width,
and is very tortuous in its course, running to all points of the compass, some
times within a few miles. This valley is bounded on the east side by a range
of high land rising in some places more than two hundred feet above the
bottom. At points the river runs up to the bluffs, washing their base. Vicks
burg is built on the first high land on the eastern bank below Memphis, and
four hundred miles from that place by the windings of the river.

The winter of 1862-63 was unprecedented for continuous high water in the
Mississippi, and months were spent in ineffectual efforts to reach high land
above Vicksburg from which we could operate against that stronghold, and
in making artificial waterways through which a fleet miglit pass, avoiding the
batteries to the south of the town, in case the other efforts should fail.

In early April, 1863, the waters of the Mississippi having receded suffi
ciently to make it possible to march an army across the peninsula opposite

I "Personal Memoin of U. B. Grant." Copyright, 1884, by U. B. Grant.
'113

Digitized by GoogIe



494 THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

F1IOII OfJIEItAL WADL\UOI •• MILlTA"" MIITORT 0'1" UL'I'86IB S. aMlfT''': D. U'Pl..ETOfI • 00., •. Y.

i
I

r
~,
lIIi

Vicksburg, I determined to adopt this course, and moved my advance to 8

point below the town. It was necessary, however, to have transports below,
both for the purpose of ferrying troops over the river and to carry supplit>S.
These had necessarily to run the batteries. Under the direction of Admiral
Porter this was successfully done. On the 29th, Grand Gulf, the first bluff
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south of Vicksburg on the east side of the river, and about fifty miles below,
was unsuccessfully attacked by the navy. The night of the same day the
batteries of that place were run by the navy and transports, again under the
direction of Admiral Porter, and on the following day the river was crossed
by the troops, and a landing effected at Bruinsburg, some nine miles below.

I was now in the enemy's country, with a vast river and the stronghold of
Vicksburg between me and my base of supplies. I had with me the Thir
teenth Corps, General McClernand commanding, and two brigades of Logan's
division of the Seventeenth Corps, General McPherson commanding; in all
not more than twenty thousand men to commence the campaign with. These
were soon reenforced by the remaining brigade of Logan's division and by
Crocker's division of the Seventeenth Corps. On the 7th of May I was
further reenforced by Sherman with two divisions of his, the Fifteenth Corps.
My total force was then about thirty-three thousand men. The enemy occu
pied Grand Gulf, Vicksburg, Haynes's Bluff, and Jackson, with a force of
nearly sixty thousand men. My first problem was to capture Grand Gulf to
use as a base, and then if possible beat the enemy in detail outside the forti
fications of Vicksburg. Jackson is fifty miles east of Vicksburg, and was
connected with it by a railroad. Haynes's Bluff is eleven miles north, and
on the Yazoo River, which empties into the Mississippi some miles above
the town.

Bruinsburg is two miles from high ground. The bottom at that point is
higher than most of the low land in the valley of the Mississippi, and a good
road leads to the bluff. It was natural to expect the garrison from Grand
Gulf to come out to meet us, and prevent, if they could, our reaching this
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solid base. Bayou Pierre enters the Mississippi just above Bruiusburg; and
as it is a navigable stream, and was high at the time, in order to intercept us
they had to go by Port Gibson, the nearest point where there was a blidge to
cross upon. 'rhis more than doubled the distance from Grand Gulf to the
high land back of Bruinsburg. No time was to be lost in securing this foot
hold. Our transportation was not sufficient to move all the army across the
river at one trip or even two. But the landing of the Thirteenth Corps and
one division of the Seventeenth was effected during the day, April 30th, and
early evening. McClernand was advanced as soon as ammunition and two
days'rations (to last five) could be issued to his men. The bluffs were reached
an hour before sunset, and McClernand was pushed on, hoping to reach Port
Gibson and save the bridge spanning the Bayou Pierre before the enemy
could get there; for crossing a stream in the presence of an enemy is always
difficult. Port Gibson, too, is the starting-point of roads to Grand Gulf,
Vicksburg, and Jackson.

McClernand's advance met the enemy about five miles south of Port
Gibson at Thompson's plantation. There was some firing during the night,
but nothing rising to the dignity of a battle until daylight. The enemy had
taken a strong natural position with most of the Grand Gulf garrison, num
bering about seven or eight thousand men, under General Bowen. His hope
was to hold me in check until reenforcements under Loring could reach him
from Vicksburg; but Loring did not come in time to render much assistance
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south of Port Gibson. Two brigades of McPherson's corps followed McCler
nand as fast as rations and ammunition could be issued, and were ready
to take position upon the battle-field whenever the Thirteenth Corps could be
got out of the way.

The country in this part of Mississippi stands on edge, as it were, the roads
running along the ridges except when they occasionally pass from one ridge to
another. Where there are no clearings, the sides of the hills are covered
with a very heavy growth of timber, and with undergrowth, and the ravines
are filled with vines and canebrakes, almost impenetrable. This makes it
easy for an inferior force to delay, if not defeat, a far superior one.

Near the point selected by Bowen to defend, the road to Port Gibson divides,
taking two ridges, which do not diverge more than a inile or two at the widest
point. These roads unite just outside the town. This made it necessary for
McClernand to divide his force. It was not only divided, but it was separated
by a deep ravine of the character above described. One flank could not re
enforce the other except by marching back to the junction of the roads.
McClernand put the divisions of Hovey, Carr, and A. J. Smith upon the right
hand brancb, and Osterhaus on tbe left. I was on the field by 10 A. M.,

and inspected botb flanks in person. On the right tbe enemy, if not being
pressed back, was at least not repulsing our advance. On the left, bowever,
Osterhaus was not faring so well. He bad been repulsed, with some loss.
As soon as the road could be cleared of McClernand's troops I ordered up
McPherson, who was close upon the rear of the Tbirteenth Corps with two
brigades of Logan's division. This was about noon. I ordered him to send
one brigade (General John E. Smitb's was selected) to support Osterbaus, and

Jl&4Jl-A.DJUBAL PORTKB'& FLOTILLA ABRIVING BBLOW VICKSBURG ON THE KIGHT 01' APRIL 18, 188S-1lf TUB
Ji'OBBGBotJlU' G&K&LU. W. T. SUERIIAN GOIKG IN A YAWL TO TIlE PLAG-IIUIP "BBXTON:'
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to move to the left and flank the enemy out of his position. This movement
carried the brigade over a deep ravine to a third ridge, and when Smith's troops
were seen well through the ravine Osterhaus was directed to renew his front
attack. It was successful and unattended by heavy loss. The enemy was
sent in full retreat on their right, and their left followed before sunset.

While the movement to our left was going on, McClernand, who was with
his right flank, sent me frequent requests for reenforcements, although

the force with him was not being
pressed. I had been upon the
ground, and knew it did not admit
of his engaging all the men he had.
We followed up our victory until
night overtook 118, about two miles
from Port Gibson; then the troops
went into bivouac for the night.

We started next morning [May
2d] for Port Gibson as soon as it
was light enough to see the road.
We were soon in the town, and I
was delighted to find that the ene
my had not stopped to contest our
crossingfurther at the bridge, which
he had burned. The troops were
set to work at once to construct a
bridge across the South Fork of
the Bayou Pierre. At this time the
water was high, and the current

rapid. What might be called a raft-bridge was soon constructed from
material obtained from wooden buildings, stables, fences, etc., which sufficed
for carrying the whole army over safely. Colonel James H. Wilson, a mem
ber of my staff, planned and superintended the construction of this bridge,
going into the water and working as hard as anyone engaged. Officers and
men generally joined in this work. When it was finished the anny crossed,
and marched eight miles beyond to the North Fork that day. One brigade
of Logan's division was sent down the stream to occupy the attention of a
rebel battery which had been left behind~ with infantry supports, to prevent
our repairing the burnt railroad bridge. Two of his brigades were sent up
the bayou to find a crossing, and to reach the North Fork to repair the bridge
there. The enemy soon left when he found we were building a bridge else
where. Before leaving Port Gibson we were reenforced by Crocker's division,
McPherson's corps, which had crossed the Mississippi at Bruinsburg and
come up without stopping, except to get two days'rations. McPherson still
had one division west of the Mississippi River guarding the road from Milli
ken's Bend to the river below until Sherman's command should relieve it.

When the movement from Bruinsburg commenced we were without a
wagon-train. The train, still west of the Mississippi, was carried around,
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with proper escort, by a circuitous route from Milliken's Bend to Hard Times,
seventy or more miles below, and did not get up for some days after the battle
of Port Gibson. My own horses, headquarters' transportation, servants, mess
chest, and everything except what I had on, were with this train. General
A. J. Smith happened to have an extra horse at Bruinsburg, which I borrowed,
with a saddle-tree without upholstering further than stirrups. I had no other
for nearly a week.

It was necessary to have transportation for ammunition. Provisions could
be taken from the country; but all the ammunition that can be carried on
the pe1'8on is soon exhausted when there is much fighting. I directed there
fore, immediately on landing, that all the vehicles and draught animals,
whether horses, mules, or oxen, in the vicinity should be collected and
loaded to their capacity with ammunition. Quite a train was collected
during the 30th, and a motley train it was. In it could be found fine car
riages, loaded nearly to the tops
with boxes of cartridges that had
been pitched in promiscuously,
drawn by mules with plow-harness,
straw-collars, rope lines, etc.; long
coupled wagons, with racks for car
rying cotton bales, drawn by oxen,
and everything that could be found
in the way of transportation on a
plantation, either for use or pleas
ure. The making out of provision
returns was stopped for the time.
No formalities were to retard our
progress until a position was se
cured, when time could be spared
to observe them.~

During the night of the 2d of May
the bridge over the North Fork was
repaired, and the troops commenced
crossing at 5 the next morning. Be
fore the leading brigade was over, it
was fired upon by the enemy from a
commanding position; but they were soon driven off. It was evident that
the enemy was covering a retreat from Grand Gulf to Vicksburg. Every

01; " It W88 at Port Gibeon I fiI'IIt heard through a fight with the enemy at Columbus and retreated
Southern paper of the complete succees of Colonel along the railroad, destroying it at Okolona and
Benjamin H. Grierson, who W88 making a raid Tupelo, and arriving in La Granp:e April 26th.
through central Miesiesippi [from La Grange, Ten- Grierson eontinued his movement with about 1000
nessee, to Baton Rouge, Louisiana]. He had men, breaking the Vicksburg and Meridian railroad
Iltarted from La Grange, April 17th, with three and the New Orleans Rnd Jaekson railroad, arriving
regiments of about 1700 men. On the 21st he at Baton Rouge May 2d. This raid W88 of great im
had detached Colonel Hatch with one regiment to portance, for Grierson had attracted the attention of
destroy the railroad between Columbus and Macon the enemy from the main movement against Vicks·
and then return to La Grange. Hatch had a sharp burg."- From" Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant."
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commanding position from this (Grindstone) crossing to Hankinson's Ferry,
over the Big Black, was occupied by the retreating foe to delay our progre8S.
McPherson, however, reached Hankinson's Ferry before night, seized the
ferry-boat, and sent a detachment of his command acr088 and several

miles north on the road to
Vicksburg. When the junc
tion of the road going to
Vicksburg with the road from
Grand Gulf to Raymond and
Jackson was reached, Logan,
with his division, was turned
to the left toward Grand Gulf.
I went with him a short dis
tance from this junction. Mc
Pherson had encountered the
largest force yet met since the
battle of Port Gibson, and had
a skirmish nearly approaching
a battle; but the road Logan
had taken enabled him to come
up on the enemy's right flank,
and they soon gave way. Mc
Pherson was ordered to hold
Hankinson's Ferry, and the
road back to Willow Springs,
with one division; General
McClernand who was now in

the rear was to join in this, as well as to guard the line back down the
bayou. I did not want to take the chances of having an enemy lurking in
our rear.

On the way from the junction to Grand Gulf, where the road comes into
the one from Vicksburg to the same place, six or seven miles out, I learned
that the last of the enemy had retreated past that place on their way to Vicks
burg. I left Logan to make the proper disposition of his troops for the
night, while I rode into the town with an escort of about twenty cavalry.
Admiral Porter had already arrived with his fleet. The enemy had aban
doned his heavy guns and evacuated the place.

When I reached Grand Gulf, May 3d, I had not been with my baggage
since the 27th of April, and, consequently, had had no change of under
clothing, no meal except such as I could pick up sometimes at other head
quarters, and no tent to cover me. The first thing I did was to get a bath,
borrow some fresh underclothing from one of the naval officers, and get a
good meal on the flag-ship. Then I wrote letters to the general-in-chief iu
forming him of our present position, dispatches to be telegraphed from Cairo,
orders to General Sullivan, commanding above Vicksburg, and gave orders to
all my corps commanders. About 12 o'clock at night I was through my work,
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and started for Hankinson's Ferry, arriving there before daylight. While
at Grand Gulf I heard from Banks, who was on the Red River,! and he
said that he could not be at Port Hudson before the 10th of May, and then
with ouly fifteen thousand men. Up to this time my intention had been to
secure Grand Gulf as a base of supplies, detach McClernand's corps to Banks,
and cooperate with him in the reduction of Port Hudson.

The news from Banks forced upon me a different plan of campaign from
the one intended. To wait for his cooperation would have detained me at
least a month. The reenforcements would not have reached 10,000 men,
after deducting casualties and necessary river-guards, at all high points close
to the river, for over 300 miles. The enemy would have strengthened his
position and been reenforced by more men than Banks could have brought.
I therefore determined to move independently of Banks, cut loose from mybase,
destroy the rebel force in rear of Vicksburg, and invest or capture the city.

Grand Gulf was accordingly given up as a base, and the authorities at
Washington were notified. I knew well that Halleck's caution would lead
him to disapprove this course; but it was the only one that gave any chance
of success. The time it would take to communicate with Washington and
get a reply would be so great that I could not be interfered with until it was
demonstrated whether my plan was practicable. Even Sherman, who after
ward ignored bases of supplies other than what were afforded by the country
while marching through four States of the Confederacy, with an army more
than twice as large as mine at this time, wrote me from Hankinson's Ferry,
advising me of the impossibility of supplying our army over a single road.
He urged me to "stop all troops till your army is partially supplied with
wagons, and then act as quick as possible; for this road will be jammed, as
sure as life." To this I replied: "I do not calculate upon the possibility of
supplying the army with full rations from Grand Gulf. I know it will be
impossible without constructing additional roads. What I do expect is to get
up what rations of hard bread, coffee, and salt we can, and make the country
furnish the balance." We started from Bruinsburg with an average of about
two days' rations, and received no more from our own supplies for some
days; abundance was found in the meantime. A delay would give the enemy
time to reenforce and fortify.

McClernand's and McPherson's commands were kept substantially as they
were on the night of the 2d, awaiting supplies to give them three days' rations
in haversacks. Beef, mutton, poultry, and forage were found in abundance.
Quite a quantity of bacon and molasses was also secured from the country,
but bread and coffee could not be secured in quantity sufficient for all the
men. Every plantation, however, had a run of stone, propelled by mule
power, to grind corn for the owners and their slaves. All these were kept
running while we were stopping day and night, and when we were marching,
during the night, at all plantations covered by the troops. But the product
was taken by the troops nearest by j so that the majority of the command

~ BlUlks reached Alexandria on the 7th of May, and was acting in concert with Farragut's and
Porter's fie"t to control the waters of Red River.- EDITORS.
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was destined to go without bread until a new base was established on the
Yazoo, above Vicksburg.

While the troops were awaiting the arrival of rations, I ordered reconnois
sances made by McClernand and McPherson, with a view of leading the enemy
to believe that we intended to cross the Big Black and attack the city at once.

On the 6th Sherman arrived at Grand Gulf, and crossed his command that
night and the next day. Three days' rations had been brought up from

Grand Gulf for the advanced.
troops, and were issued. Orders
were given for a forward move
ment the next day. Sherman
was directed to order up Blair,
who had been left behind to
guard the road from Milliken's
Bend to Hard Times with two
brigades.

The quartermast.er at Young's
Point was ordered to send 200
wagons with General Blair, and
the commissary was to load them
withhardbread,coffee, sugar, salt,
and 100,000 pounds of salt meat.

On the 3d Hurlbut, who had
been left at Memphis, was ordered

. to send four regiments from his
command to Milliken's Bend to

1UoJOJl-6I1l1J11UL BJOIUBD oJ. OOLUBT. nox A PBOTOOJlAPJL l' BI' di·· dre leve aIr's VISIOn, an on
the 5th he was ordered to send Lauman's division in addition, the latter to
join the army in the field. The four regiments were to be taken from troops
near the river, so that there would be no delay.

During the night of the 6th McPherson drew in his troops north of the
Big Black and was off at an early hour on the road to Jackson, via Rocky
Springs, Utica, and Raymond. That night he and McClernand were both at
Rocky Springs, ten miles from Hankinson's Ferry. McPherson remained
there during the 8th, while McClernand moved to Big Sandy and Sherman
marched from Grand Gulf to Hankinson's Ferry. The 8th McPherson
moved to a point within a few miles of Utica; McClernand and Sherman
remained where they were. On the 10th McPherson moved to Utica; Sher
man to Big Sandy,-McClernand was still at Big Sandy. The 11th McCler
nand was at Five Mile Creek; Sherman at Auburn; McPherson five miles
advanced from Utica. May 12th McClernand was at Fourteen Mile Creek;
Sherman at Fourteen Mile Creek; McPherson at Raymond, after a battle. ~

} "After McPherson croBBed the Big Black at pennitted a close besiegement. The broken n&tllJ"ll
Hankinson's Ferry, Vicksburg could have been of the ground would have enabled him to hold a
approached and besieged by the south side. It is' strong defensible line from the river south of the
not probable, however, that Pemberton would have city to the Big Black, retaining potI8llS8ion of the

Digitized by GoogIe



THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

Up to this point our movements had been made without serious opposition.
My line was now nearly parallel with the Jackson and Vicksburg Railroad,
and about seven miles south of it. The right was at Raymond, eighteen
miles from Jackson, McPherson commanding j Sherman in the center on
Fourteen Mile Creek, his advance thrown across j McClernand to the left,
also on Fourteen Mile Creek, advance across, and his pickets within two
miles of Edwards's Station, where the enemy had concentrated a considerable
force, and where they undoubtedly expected us to attack. McClernand's left
was on the Big Black. In all our moves, up to this time, the left had hugged
the Big Black closely, and all the femes had been guarded to prevent the
enemy throwing a force on our rear.

McPherson encountered the enemy, 5000 strong, with 2 batteries, under
General Gregg, about 2 miles out of Raymond. This was about 2 P. M.

Logan was in advance with one of his brigades. He deployed and moved
up to engage the enemy. McPherson ordered the road in rear to be cleared
of wagons, and the balance of Logan's division, and Crocker's, which was still
farther in rear, to come forward with all dispatch. The order was obeyed
with alacrity. Logan got his division in position for assault before Crocker
could get up, and attacked with vigor, carrying the enemy's position easily,
sending Gregg flying from the field, not to appear against our front again
until we met at Jackson.

In this battle McPherson lost 66 killed, 339 wounded, and 37 missing,
nearly or quite all from Logan's division. .The enemy's loss was 100 killed,
305 wounded, besides 415 taken prisoners.

I regarded Logan and Crocker as being as competent division commanders
as could be found in or out of the army, and both equal to a much higher
command. Crocker, however, was dying of consumption when he volun
teered. His weak condition never put him on the sick-report when there
was a battle in prospect, as long as he could keep on his feet. He died not
long after the close of the Rebellion.

When the news reached me of McPherson's victory at Raymond about sun
down, my position was with Sherman. I decided at once to turn the whole
column toward Jackson and capture that place without delay.\
railroad back to that point. It was my plan, there
fore, t~ get to the railroa.d east of Vicksburg, and
approach from that direction. Accordingly Mc
Pherson's troops that ha.d crossed the Big Black
were withdrawn, and the movement east, to Jack
son, commenced.

" As has been stated before, the country is very
much broken, and the row generally confined to
the t~P8 of the hills. The troops were moved one
(sometimes two) corps at a time, to reach desig
nated points out parallel to the railroa.d, and only
from six to ten miles from it. McClernand's corps
was kept with its left fiank on the Big Black
guarding all the crossings. Fourteen Mile Creek,
a stream substantially parallel with the railroa.d,
was reached, and crossings effected by McClernand
and Sherman with slight loss. McPherson was to
the right of Sherman, extending to Raymond. The

cavalry was used in this a.dvance in recounoitering
to find the roads; to cover our a.dvances, and to
find the most practicable routes from one com
mand to another, so they could support each other
in case of an attack. In making this move I esti
mated Pemberton's movable force at Vicksburg at
about eighteen thousand men, with smaller forces
at Haynes's Bluff and Jackson. It would not be
possible for Pemberton to attack me with all his
troops at one place, and I determined to throw my
army between his and fight him in detail. This
was done with snccess, bnt I found afterward
that I ha.d entirely under-estimated Pemberton's
strength."-From "Personal Memoirs of U. S.
Grant." C. L. Webster & Co.

, "Pemberton was now on my left, with, as I
supposed, about 18,000 men; in fact, as I learned
afterward, with nearly 50,000. A force was also
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Accordingly, all previous orders given during the day for movements on
the 13th were annulled by new ones. McPherson was ordered at daylight
to move on Clinton, ten miles from Jackson. Sherman was notified of my
determination to capture Jackson and work from there westward. He was
ordered to start at four in the morning and march to Raymond. McClernand
was ordered to march with three divisions by Dillon's to Raymond. One was
left to guard the crossing of the Big Black. On the 10th I received a letter
from Banks, on the Red River, asking reenforcements. Porter had gone to
his assistance, with a part of his fleet, on the 3d, and I now wrote to him
describing my position and declining to send any troops. I looked upon
side movements, as long as the enemy held Port Hudson and Vicksburg, as
a waste of time and material. General Joseph E. Johnston arrived at Jaek
son in the night of the 1ilth, from Tennessee, and immediately assumed com
mand of all the Confederate troops in Mississippi. I knew he was expecting
reenforcements from the south and east. On the 6th I had written to
General Halleck, "Information from the other side leaves me to believe the
enemy are bringing forces from Tullahoma."

Up to this time my troops had been kept in supporting distances of each
other as far as the nature of the country would admit. Recolllloissances
were constantly made from each corps to enable them to acquaint them
selves with the most practicable routes from one to another in case a union
became necessary.

McPherson reached Clinton with the advance early on the 13th, and
immediately set to work destroying the railroad. Sherman's advance reached
Raymond before the last of McPherson's command had got out of the town.
McClernand withdrew from the front of the enemy, at Edwal·ds's Station, with
much skill and without loss, and reached his position for the night in good
order. On the night of the 13th McPherson was ordered to march at early
dawn upon Jackson, only fifteen miles away. Sherman was given the same
order; but he was to move by the direct road from Raymond to Jackson,
which is south of the road McPherson was on, and does not approach within
two miles of it at the point where it crossed the line of intrenchments which
at that time defended the city. McClernand was ordered to move one division
of his command to Clinton, one division a few miles beyond Mississippi
Springs,-following Sherman'sline,-and a third to Raymond. He was also
directed to send his siege-guns, four in number, with the troops going by
Mississippi Springs. McClernand's position was an advantageous one, in
any event. With one division at Clinton, he was in position to reenforce
McPherson at Jackson rapidly if it became necessary. The division beyond
Mississippi Springs was equally available to reenforce Sherman. The one at
collected on my right at Jackson, the point where berton. But by moving against Jackson I uoeov
all the railroads communicating with Vicksbut'g ered my own communication. So I finally decided
connect. All the enemy's supplies of men and to have none-to cut loose altogether from myba8e
stores would come by that point. As I hoped in and move my whole force ello8tW'ard. I then had
the end to besiege Vicksburg I must first destroy no fears for my communications, and if I moved
an possibility of aid. I therefore determined to quickly enough could turn upon Pemberton before
move swiftly toward Jackson, destroy or drive any he could attack me in the rear."-From "Penlonal
force in that direction, and then turn upon Pem- Memoirs of U. S. Grant." C. L. Webster & Co.
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Raymond could take either road. He still had two other divisions farther
back now that Blair had come up, available within a day at Jackson. If
this last command should not be wanted at Jackson, they were already one
day's march from there on their way to Vicksburg, and on three different
roads leading to the latter city. But the most important consideration in
my mind was to have a force confronting Pemberton if he should come out
to attack my rear. This I expected him to do; as shown farther on, he was
directed by Johnston to make this very move.

I notified General Halleck that I should attack the State capital on the
14th. A courier carried the dispatch to Grand Gulf, through an unprotected
country.

Sherman and McPherson communicated with each other during the night,
and arranged to reach Jackson at the same hour. It rained in torrents dur
ing the night of the 13th and the fore part of the day of the 14th.. The
roads were intolerable, and in some places on Sherman's line, where the land
was low, they were covered more than a foot deep with water. But the
troops never murmured. By 9 o'clock Crocker, of McPherson's corps, who was
now in advance, came upon the enemy's pickets and speedily drove them in
upon the main body. They were outside of the intrenchments, in a strong
position, and proved to be the troops that had been driven out of Raymond.
Johnston had been reenforced during the night by Georgia and South Caro
lina regiments, so that his force amounted to eleven thousand men, and he
was expecting still more.

Sherman also came upon the rebel pickets some distance out from the
town, but speedily drove them in. He was now on the south and south-west
of Jackson, confronting the Confederates behind their breastworks; while
McPherson's right was nearly two miles north, occupying a line running
north and south across the Vicksburg Railroad. Artillery was brought up
and reconnoissances made preparatory to an assault. McPherson brought up
Logan's division, while he deployed Crocker's for the assault. Sherman made
similar dispositions on the right. By 11 A. M. both were ready to attack. Crocker
moved his division forward, preceded by a strong skirmish line. 'rhese troops at
once encountered the enemy's advance and drove it back on the main body,
when they returned to their proper regiment, and the whole division charged,
routing the enemy completely and driving him into this main line. This
stand by the enemy was made more than two miles outside of his main forti
fications. McPherson followed up with his command until within range of
the guns of the enemy from their intrenchments, when he halted to bring
his command into line, and reconnoiter to determine the next move. It was
now about noon.

While this was going on, Sherman was confronting a rebel battery which
enfiladed the road on which he was marching-the Mississippi Springs
road-and commanded a bridge spanning the stream over which he had to
pass. By detaching right and left the stream was forced, and the enemy
flanked and speedily drivfln within the main line. This brought our whole
line in front of the enemy's line of work~ which was continuous on the
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north, west, and south
sides, from the Pearl
Rivel' north of the
city to the same river
south. I was with
Shennan. He was
confronted by a suf
ficient force to hold
us back. Appearan<.>e.s
did not justify an as-

.. sault where we were.
~ I had directed Sher-

man to send a force
~ to the right, and to
III reconnoiter as far aso
~ to the Pearl River.
s This force - Tuttle's
III

division - not return-
ing, I rode to the

g right with my staff,
and soon found that
the enemy had left
that part of the line.
Tuttle's movement or
McPherson's pressure
had, no doubt, led

IS Johnston to order a
~ retreat, leaving only
~

~ the men at the guns
~ to retard us while he

Was getting away.
Tuttle had seen this,
and, passing through
the lines withont re
sistance, came up in
rear of the artiller
ists confronting Sher
man, aud captured
them, with ten pie('e.s
of artillery. I rode
immediately to the
State House, where I
was soon followed by
Sherman. About the
same time McPherson
discovered that the
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enemy was leaving his front, and advanced Crocker, who was so close upon
the enemy that they could not move their guns or destroy them. He captured
seven guns, and, moving on, hoisted the National flag over the Confederate
capital of Mississippi. Stevenson's brigade was sent to cut off the Confed
erate retreat, but was too late or not expeditious enough.

Our loss in this engagement was: McPherson, 36 killed, 229 wounded,
3 missing; Sherman, 6 killed, 22 wounded, and 4 missing. The enemy lost
845 killed, wounded, and captured. Seventeen guns fell into our hands, and
the enemy destroyed by fire their storehouses, containing a large amount of
commissary stores. On this day Blair reached New Auburn and joined
McClernand's Fourth Division. He had with him two hundred wagons
loaded with rations, the only commissary supplies received during the entire
campaign. I slept that night in the room that J ohuston had occupied the
night before.

About 4 in the afternoon I sent for the corps commanders, and directed the
disposition to be made of their troops. Sherman was to remain in J a.ckson
until he destroyed that place as a railroad center and manufacturing city of
military supplies. He did the work most effectually. Sherman and I went
together into a manufactory which had not ceased work on account of the
battle, nor for the entrance of Yankee troops. Our presence did not seem to
attract the attention of either the manager, or of the operatives (most of whom
were girls). We looked on awhile to soo the tent-eloth which they were mak
ing roll out of the looms, with C. S. A. woven in each bolt. There was an
immense amount of cotton in bales stacked outside. Finally I told Sherman
I thought they had done work enough. The operatives were told they might
leave and take with them what cloth they could carry. In a few minutes
cotton and factory were in a blaze. The proprietor visited Washington,
while I was President, to get his pay for this property, claiming that it was
private. He asked me to give him a statement of the fact that his property
had been destroyed by National troops, so that he might use it with Congress
where he was pressing, or proposed to pruss, his claim. I declined.

On the night of the 13th Johnston sent the following dispatch to Pember
ton at Edwards's Station:

" I have lately arrived, and learn that Major-General Sherman is between us with four divis
ions at Clinton. It is important to establish communication, that you may be reenforced. If
practicable, come up in his rear at once. To beat such a detachment would be of immense
valne. All the troops you can quickly assemble should be brought. Time is a.ll-important."

This dispatch was sent in triplicate by different messengers. One of the
messengers happened to be a loyal man, who had been expelled from Mem
phis some months before, by Hurlbut, for uttering disloyal and threatening
sentiments. There was a good deal of parade about this expulsion, osten
sibly as a warning to those who entertained the sentiments he expressed; but
Hurlbut and the expelled man understood each other. He delivered his
copy of Johnston's dispatch to McPherson, who forwarded it to me.

Receiving this dispatch on the 14th, I ordered McPherson to move promptly
in the morning back to Bolton, the nearest point where Johnston could reach
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the road.. Bolton is about twenty miles west of Jackson. I also informed
McClernand of the capture of Jackson, and sent him the following orders:

" It is evidently the design of the enemy to get north of us and cross the Big Black, and beat
us into Vicksburg. We must not allow them to do this. Turn all your forces toward Bolton
Station, and make all dispatch in getting there. Move troops by the most direct road from
wherever they may be on the receipt of this order."

And to Blair I wrote:
" Their design is evidently to cross the Big Black and p808S down the peninsula between the

Big Black and Yazoo rivers. We must beat them. Turn your troops immediately to Bolton;
take all the trains with you. Smith's division, and any other troops now with you, will go to
the same place. If practicable, take parallel roads, so as to divide your troops and train."

Johnston stopped on the Canton road, only six miles north of Jackson, the
night of the 14th. He sent from there to Pemberton dispatches announcing
the loss of Jackson, and the following dispatch [given here in part.-EDITORS] :

"Can he [Grantl supply himself from the Mississippi' Can you not cut him off from it,
aud above all, should he be compelled to fall back for want of supplies, beat him, As soon as
the reenforcements are all up, they must be united to the rest of the army. I am anxious to see
a force assembled that may be able to inflict a heavy blow upon the enemy."

The concentration of my troops was easy, considering the character of the
country. McPherson moved along the road parallel with and near the rail
road. Of McClernand's command one division (Hovey's) was on the road
McPherson had to take, but with a start of four miles; one (Osterhaus's)
was at Raymond, on a converging road that intersected the other near
Champion's Hill; one (Carr's) had to pass over the same road with Oster
haus's, but, being back at Mississippi Springs, would not be detained thereby;
the fourth (Smith's, with Blair's division) was near Auburn, with a different
road to pass over. McClernand faced about and moved promptly. His
cavalry from Raymond seized Bolton by half-past 9 in the morning, driving
out the enemy's pickets and capturing several men.

The night of the 15th Hovey was at Bolton; Carr and Osterhaus were
about three miles south, but abreast, facing west; Smith was north of Ray
mond, with Blair in his rear.

McPherson's command, with Logan in front, had marched at 7 o'clock, and
by 4 reached Hovey and went into camp. Crocker bivouacked just in Hovey'S
rear on the Clinton road. Sherman, with two divisions, was in Jackson, com
pleting the destruction of roads, bridges, and military factories. I rode in
person out to Clinton. On my anival I ordered McClernand to move early
in the morning on Edwards's Station, cautioning him to watch for the enemy,
and not to bring on an engagement unless he felt very certain of success.

I naturally expected that Pemberton would endeavor to obey the orders of
his superior, which I have shown were to attack us at Clinton. This, indeed,
I knew he could not do, but I felt S1ll'e he would make the attempt to rea.('h
that point. It turned out, however, that he had decided his superior's
plans were impracticable, and consequently determined to move south from
Edwards's Station, and get between me and my base. I, however, had no



THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

base, having abandoned it more than a week before. On the 15th Pember
ton had actually marched south from Edwards's Station; but the rains had
swollen Baker's Creek, which he had to cross, so much that he could not ford
it, and the bridges were washed away. This brought hitn back to the Jack
son road, on which there was a good bridge over Baker's Creek. Some of
his troops were marching until midnight to get there. Receiving here early
on the 16th a repetition of his order to join Johnston at Clinton, he con
cluded to obey, and sent a dispatch to his chief, informing him of the route
by which he might be expected.

About 5 o'clock in the morning (16th) two men who had been employed
on the Jackson and Vicksburg Railroad were brought to me. They reported
that they had passed through Pemberton's army in the night, and that it was
still marching east. They reported him to have 80 regiments of infantry and
10 batteries; in all about 25,000 men.

I had expected to leave Sherman at Jackson another day in order to com
plete his work. But, getting the above information, I sent him orders to
move with all dispatch to Bolton, and to put one division, with an ammuni
tion train, on the road at once, with directions to its commander to march
with all possible speed until he came up to our rear. Within an hour after
receiving this order, Steele's division was on the road. At the same time I
dispatched to Blair, who was near Auburn, to move with all speed to Edwards's
Station. McClernand was directed to embrace Blair in his command for the
present. Blair's division was a part of the Fifteenth Army Corps (Sher
man's); but as it was on its way to join its corps, it naturally struck our left
first, now that we had faced about and were moving west. The Fifteenth
Corps, when it got up, would be on our extreme right. McPherson was
directed to get his trains out of the way of the troops, and to follow Hovey's
division as closely as possible. McClernand had two roads, about three
miles apart, converging at Edwards's Station, over which to march his troops.
Hovey's division of his corps had the advance on a third road (the Clinton)
still farther north. McClernand was directed to move Blair's and A. J.
Smith's divisions by the southernmost of these roads, and Osterhaus and
Carr by the middle road. Orders were to move cautiously, with skirmishers
in the front to feel for the enemy. Smith's division, on the most southern
road, was the first to encounter the enemy's pickets, who were speedily driven
in. Osterhaus, on the middle road, hearing the firing, pushed his skirmishers
forward, found the enemy's pickets, and forced them back to the main line.
About the same time Hovey encountered the enemy on the northern or
direct wagon road from Jackson to Vicksburg. McPherson was hastening
up to join Hovey, but was embarrassed by Hovey's trains occupying the
roads. I was still back at Clinton. McPherson sent me word of the situation
and expressed the wish that I was up. By 7: 30 I was on the road and pro
ceeded rapidly to the front, ordering all trains that were in front of troops off
the road. When I arrived Hovey's skirmishing amounted almost to a ba.ttle.

McClernand was in person on the middle road, and had a shorter distance
to march to reach the enemy's position than McPherson. I sent him word by



510 THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

a staff-officer to push forward and attack. These orders were repeated several
times without apparently expediting McClernand's advance.

Champion's Hill, where Pemberton had chosen his position to receive us,
whether taken by accident or design, was well selected. It is one of the
highest points in that section, and commanded all the ground in range. On
the east side of the ridge, which is quite precipitous, is a ravine, running first
north, then westerly, terminating at Baker's Creek. It was grown up thickly
with large trees and undergrowth, making it difficult to penetrate with troops,
even when not defended. The ridge occupied by the enemy terminated
abruptly where the ravine turns westerly. The left of the enemy occupied
the north end of this ridge. The Bolton and Edwards's Station road turns
almost due south at this point, and ascends the ridge, which it follows for
about a mile, then, tlJ,l"ning west, descends by a gentle declivity to Baker's
Creek, nearly a mile away. On the west side the slope of the ridge is
gradual, and is cultivated from near the summit to the creek. There
was, when we were there, a narrow belt of timber near the summit, west
of the road.

From Raymond there is a direct road to Edwards's Station, some three miles
west of Champion's Hill. There is one also to Bolton. From this latter road
there is still another, leaving it about three and a half miles before reaching
Bolton, and leading direct to the same station. It was along these two roads
that three divisiolls of McClernand's corps, and Blair, of Sherman's, temporarily
under McClernand, were moving. Hovey, of McClernand's command, was with
McPherson, farther north on the road from Bolton, direct to Edwards's Sta
tion. The middle road comes into the northern road at the point where the
latter turns to the west, and descends to Baker's Creek; the southern road is
still several miles south and does not intersect the others until it reaches
Edwards's Station. Pemberton's lines covered all these roads and faced east~

Hovey's line, when it first drove in the enemy's pickets, was formed parallel
to that of the enemy, and confronted his left.

By eleven o'clock the skirmishing had grown into a hard-contested battle.
Hovey alone, before other troops could be got to assist him, had captured a
battory of the enemy. But be was not ahle to hold his position, and had to
abandon the artillery. MePherson brought up his troops as fast as possible
Logan in frout - and posted them Oil the right of Hovey and across the flank
of the enemy. Logan reellforeed Hovey with one brigade from his division;
with his other two he moved farther west to make room for Crocker, who was
coming up as rapidly as the roads would admit. Hovey was still being heavily
pressed, and was calling on me for more reenforcements. I ordered Cro('ker,
who was now coming up, to send one brigade from his division. McPherson
ordered two batteries to be stationed where they nearly enfiladed the enemY'R
line, and they did good execution.

From Logan's position now a direct forward movement would ('arry him
over open fields in rear of the enemy and in a line parallel with them. He
did make exactly this move, attacking, however, the enemy through the belt
of woods covering the west slope of the hill for a short distance. Up to this
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time I had kept my position near Hovey, where we were the most heavily
pressed; but about noon I moved with a part of my staff by our right,
around, until I came up with Logan himself. I found him near the road
leading down to Baker's Creek. He was actually in command of the only
road over which the enemy could retreat; Hovey, reenforced by two brigades
from McPherson's command, confronted the enemy's left; Crocker, with two
brigades, covered their left flank; McClernand, two hours before, had been
within two and a half miles of their center with two divisions, and two divis
ions-Blair's and A. J. Smith's-were confronting the rebel right; Ransom,
with a brigade of McArthur's division, of the Seventeenth Corps (McPher
son's), had crossed the river at Grand Gulf a few days before and was coming
up on their right flank. Neither Logan nor I knew that we had cut off the
retreat of the enemy. Just at this juncture a messenger came from Hovey,
asking for more reenforcements. There were none to spare. I then gave
an order to move McPherson's command by the left flank around to Hovey.
This uncovered the Confederate line of retreat, which was soon taken advan
tage of by the enemy. ok

During all this time Hovey, reenforced as he was by a brigade from Logan
and another from Crocker, and by Crocker gallantly coming up with two other
brigades on his right, had made several assaults, the last one about the time
the road was opened to the rear. The enemy fled precipitately. This was
between 3 and 4 o'clock. I rode forward, or rather back, to where the middle
road intersects the north road, and found the skirmishers of Carr's division just
coming in. Osterhaus was farther south, and soon after came up with skir
mishers advanced in like manner. Hovey's division, and McPherson's two
divisions with him, had marched and fought from early dawn, and were not in
the best condition to follow the retreating foe. I sent orders to Osterhaus to
pursue the enemy, and to Carr, whom I saw personally, I explained the situ8r
tion, and directed him to pursue vigorously as far as the Big Black, and to
cross it if he could, Osterhaus to follow him. The pursuit wa.'3 continued
until after dark.

The battle of Champion's Hill lasted about four hours of hard fighting,
preceded by two or three hours of skirmishes, some of which rose almost to
the dignity of battle. Every man of Hovey's division and of McPherson's
two divisions was engaged during the battle. No other part of my command
was engaged at all, except that (as described before). Osterhaus's and A. J.
Smith's had encountered the rebel advanced pickets as early as 7: 30. Their

*Dr. William M. Beatlh of London, Ohio, sends
to the editors this anetldote of General GTant:

.. At tbe time of the Vicksburg campal~ I was the As
slatant Burgeon of the 78tb Oblo Re~ment; but I bad
!>Pen detailed by J. H. Boucher. 1IIedlcnl Director of tbe
17tb Army Co1"]ll!, &8 tbe Division Hospital Director of
Logllll's dlvla1ou. I had a rel{Ular service of men Rnd
wagons; aud at the battle of Cbamplon's HIJI- wben
my dtvlslon bod been ....sll{Ued to Ita posltlon- I chosll
8D abandoned farm-house and Ita surronndtngs BII a
proper place to eatabllsh our hospital, and Immediately
prooeeded In Its preparation. My posltton was In the
rear of our left winl[, aDd not far In the rear of Hovey'S

rtght wing. Abont the time I was fairly ready to receive
the wounded the ltne had advancoo across an open tteld.
and bl\d swung to tbe right and front nearly a quarter
of a mlle. The steady roar of battle had rolled from
Hovev's front by this time to that of Logan's, who Wll.ll
steadily advancln~,and whpre the sound of the contllct
was now simply Iwrijte. Grant and his statf, coming
from tbe left. dl8mounted at tbe front Imte. within
twenty fppt of where I was standtn~. Up had scarcely
dl8mounted. when.- more clearly and dt8tlllctl.V hearing
tbe fury ot the conte8t on our rtp;bt.-Ielsurely taking
his clJl:8l' from 1118 mouth, he turned 810w!y to one of his
stair imd said•• Go dmIm to Logafl and ~ll 11"" lie ..
making Awtory w-dall.' " EDITOIUI.
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positions were admirable for advancing upon the enemy's line, McClernan~

with two divisions, was within a few miles of the battle-field long before
noon, and in easy hearing. I sent him repeated orders by staff-officers fully
competent to explain to him the situation. These traversed the road sepa
rating us, without escort, and directed him to push forward, but he did not
come. J Instead of this he sent orders to Hovey, who belonged to his corps,
to join on to his right flank. Hovey was bearing the brunt of the battle at
the time. To obey the order he would have had to pull out from the front
of the enemy and march back as far as McClernand had to advance to get
into battle, and substantially over the same ground. Of course, I did not
permit Ho\ey to obey the order of his intennediate superior.

We had in this battle about fifteen thousand men actually engaged..
This excludes those that did not get up - all of McClernand's eommalld
except Hovey. Our loss was 410 killed, 1844 wounded, and 187 missing.

J"It is true, in front of McClernand there road my sta1f-officers had followed, the enemy
was a small force of the enemy, and posted in a mnst either have fallen back or boon cut off."
good position behind a ravine, obstructing his ad- Fi'om" Personal Memoirs of U. 8. Grant." C. L.
vance i but it he had moved to the right by the Webllter & Co.
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Hovey alone lost twelve hundred killed, wounded, and missing,-one-third
of his division.

Had M.cClernand come up with reasonable promptness, or had I known the
ground as I did afterward, I cannot soo how Pemberton could have escaped
with any organized force. As it was he lost over 3000 killed and wounded,
and about 3000 captured in battle and in pursuit. Loring's division, which
was the right of Pemberton's line, was cut off from the retreating army, and
never got back into Vicksburg. Pemberton himself fell back that night to
the Big Black River. His troops did not stop before midnight, and many of
them left before the general retreat commenced, and no doubt a good part of
them returned to their homes. Logan alone captured 1300 prisoners and 11
guns. Hovey captured 300, under fire, and about 700 in all, exclusive of 500
sick and wounded, whom he paroled, thus making 1200.

McPherson joined in the advance as soon as his men could fill their car
tridge-boxes, leaving one brigade to guard our womided. The pursuit was
continued as long as it was light enough to see the road. The night of the
16th of May found McPherson's command bivouacked from two to six miles
west of the battle-field, along the line of the road to Vicksburg. Carr and
Osterhaus were at Edwards's Station, and Blair was about three miles south
east. Hovey remained on the field where his troops had fought so bravely and
bled 80 freely. Much war material abandoned by the enemy was picked up
on the battle-field, among it thirty pieces of artillery. I pushed through the
advancing column with my staff, and kept in advance until after night.
Finding ourselves alone we stopped and took possession of a vacant house.
As no troops came up we moved back a mile or more, until we met the head
of the column just going into bivouac on the road. We had no tents, so
we occupied the porch of a house which had been taken for a rebel hospital,
and which was filled with wounded and dying who had been brought
from the battle-field we had just left.

While a battle is raging one can see his enemy mowed down by the thou
sand and the ten thousand, with great composure. But after the battle these
scenes are distressing, and one is naturally disposed to do as much to alleviate
the suffering of an enemy as of a friend.

ltVe were now assured of our position between Johnston and Pemberton,
without the possibility of a junction of their forces. Pemberton might indeed
have made a night march to the Big Black, crossed the bridge there, and, by
moving north on the west side, have eluded us, and finally returned to J ohn
ston. But this would have given us Vicksburg. It would have been his
proper move, however, and the one Johnston would have made had he been in
Pemberton's place. In fact, it would have been in conformity with Johnston's
orders to Pemberton.

Sherman left Jackson with the last of his troops about noon on the 16th,
and reached Bolton, twenty miles west, before halting. His rear-guard did
not get in until 2 A. M. the 17th, but renewed their march by daylight. He
paroled his prisoners at Jackson, and was forced to leave his own wounded,
in care of surgeons and attendants however. At Bolton he was informed of
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our victory. He was directed to commence the march early next day, and to
diverge from the road he was on, to Bridgeport, on the Big Black River,
some eleven miles above where we expected t{) find the enemy. Blair was
ordered to join him there with the pontoon train as early as possible.

This movement brought Sherman's corps together, and at a point where I
hoped a crossing of the Big Black might be effected, and Sherman's corps
used to flank the enemy out of his position in our front, and thus open a
crossing for the remainder of the army. I informed him that I would
endeavor to hold the enemy in my front while he crossed the river.

The advanced division, CalT's (McClernand's corps), resumed the pursuit at
3:30 A. M. on the 17th, followed closely by Osterhaus; McPherson bringing
up the rear with his corps. As I expected, the enemy was found in position
on the Big Black. The point was only six miles from that where my advance
had rested for the night, and was reached at an early hour. Here the river
makes a turn to the west, and has washed close up to the high land. The
east side is a low bottom, sometimes overflowed at very high water, but
was cleared and in cultivation. A bayou runs irregularly across this low
land, the bottom of which, however, is above the surface of the Big Black at
ordinary stages. When the river is full, water runs through it, converting
the point of land into an island. The bayou was grown up with timber,
which the enemy had felled into the ditch. All this time there was a foot or
two of water in it. The rebels had constrncted a parapet along the inner
bank of this bayou, by using cotton bales from the plantation close by and
throwing dirt over them. The whole was thoroughly commanded from the
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height west of the river. At the upper end of the bayou there was a
strip of uncleared land, which afforded a cover for a portion of our men.
Carr's division was deployed on our right, Lawler's brigade forming his
extreme right, and reaching through these woods to the river above. Oster
haus's division was deployed to the left of Carr, and covered the enemy's
entire front. McPherson was in column on the road, the head close by,
ready to come in whenever he could be of assistance. .

While the troops were standing as here described, an officer from Banks's
staff \t came up and presented me with a letter from General Halleck, dated
the 11th of May. It had been sent by the way of New Orleans to Banks to
forward to me. It ordered me to return to Grand Gulf, and to cooperate from
there with Banks, against Port Hudson, and then to return with our com
bined forces to besiege Virksburg. I told the officer that the order came too
late, and that Halleck would not give it then if he knew our position. The
bearer of the dispatch insisted that I ought to obey the order, and was giving
arguments to support his position, when I heard great cheering to the right
of our line, and, looking in that direction, saw Lawler, ill his shirt-sleeves,
leading a charge upon the em-my. I immediately mounted my horse and
rode in the direction of the charge, and saw no more of the officer who
delivered the dispatch, I think not even to this day.

The assault was successful. But little resistance was made. The enemy
fled from the west bank of the river, burning the bridge behind them, leaving
the men and guns on the east side to fall into our hands. Many tried to
escape by swimming the river. Some succeeded and some were drowned in
the attempt. Eighteen guns were captured, and 1751 prisoners. Our loss was
39 killed, 237 wounded, and 3 missing. The enemy probably lost but few men
except those captured and drowned. But for the successful and complete de
struction of the bridge, I have but little doubt that we should have followed the
enemy so closely as to prevent his occupying his defenses around Vicksburg.

As the bridge was destroyed and the river was high, new blidges had to be
built. It was but little after 9 o'clock A. M. when the capture took place. As
soon as work could be commenced, orders were given for the construction of
three bridges. One was taken charge of by Lieutenant Peter C. Hains, of the
Engineer Corps, one by General McPherson himself, and one by General Ran
som, a most gallant and intelligent volunteer officer. My recollection is that
Hains built a raft-bridge; McPherson a pontoon, using cotton bales in large
numbers for pontoons; and that Ransom felled trees on opposito banks of the
river, cutting only on oue side of the tree, so that they would fall with their
tops interlacing in the river, without the trees being entirely severed from
their stumps. A bridge was then made with these trees to support the road
way. Lumber was taken from buildings, cotton-gins, and wherever found,
for this purpose. By 8 o'clock on the morning of the 18th all three bridges
were complete and the troops were crossing.

Sherman reached Bridgeport 8 bout noon of the 17th, and found Blair with

~ Brigadier-General Wi11iltm Dwillbt. afterward of B...nk"',, "taft. AI'MMinl" to 'RAnk", nwip'ht. renorted
tbatGrant said "be would give me 5000 men, but that I should not wait for them."-EDITOR8.
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the pontoon train already there. A few of the enemy were intrenched on
the west bank, but they made little resistance, and soon surrendered. Two
divisions were crossed that night, and the third the following morning.

On the 18th I moved along the Vicksburg road in advance of the troops,
and as soon as possible joined Sherman. My first anxiety was to secure a
base of supplies on the Yazoo River above Vicksburg. Sherman's line of
march led him to the very point on Walnut Hills occupied by the enemy the
December before, Vtthen he was repulsed. Sherman was equally anxious with
myself. Our impatience led us to move in advance of the column, and well up
with the advanced skirmishers. There were some detached works along the
crest of the hilL These were still occupied by the enemy, or else the garrison
from Haynes's Bluff had not all got past on their way to Vicksburg. At all
events, the bullets of the enemy whistled by thick and fast for a short time.
In a few minutes Sherman had the pleasure of looking down from the spot
coveted. so much by him the December before,-on the ground where his
command lay so helpless for offensive action [Chickasaw Bayou]. He turned
to me, saying that up to this minute he had felt no positive assurance of
success. This, however, he said, was the end of one of the greatest campaigns
in history, and I ought to make a report of it at once. Vicksburg was not
yet captured, and there was no telling what might happen before it was
taken; but whether captured or not, this was a complete and successful
campaign. I do not claim to quote Sherman's language, but the substance
only. My reason for mentioning this incident will appear farther on.

McPherson, after crossing the Big Black, came into the Jackson and Vicks
burg road which Sherman was on, but to his rear. He arrived at night near
the lines of the enemy, and went into camp. McClernand moved by the
direct road near the railroad to Mount Albans, and then turned to the left,
and put his troops on the road from Baldwin's Ferry to Vicksburg. This
brought him south of McPherson. I now had my three corps up to the works
built for the defense of Vicksburg on three roads,-one to the north, one to
the east, and one to the south-east of the city. By the morning of May 19th
the investment was as complete as my limited number of troops would allow.
Sherman was on the right and covered the high ground from where it over
looked the Yazoo as far south-east as his troops would extend. McPherson
joined on to his left, and occupied ground on both sides of the Jackson road.
McClernand took up the ground to his left, and extended as far toward War
renton as he could, keeping a continuous line.

On the 19th there was constant skirmishing with the enemy while we
were getting into better position. The enemy had been much demoralized
by his defeats at Champion's Hill and the Big Black, and I believed would
not make much effort to hold Vicksburg. Accordingly at 2 o'clock I
ordered an assault. It resulted in securing more advanced positions for all
our troops, where they were fully covered from the fire of the enemy.

The 20th and 21st were spent in strengthening our position, and in making
roads in rear of the army, from Yazoo River, or Chickasaw Bayou. Most of
the army had now been for three weeks with only five days' rations issued by
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the commissary. They had an abundance of food, however, but began to feel
the want of bread. I remember, that in passing around to the left of the line
on the 21st, a soldier, recognizing me, said in rather a low voice, but yet 80

that I heard him, "Hard-tack." In a moment the cry was taken up all along
tne line, "Hani-tack I Hard-tack I" I told the men nearest to me that we had
been engaged ever since the arrival of the troops in building a road over which
to supply them with everything they needed. The cry was instantly changed
to cheers. By the night of the 21st all the troops had f1Vl rations issued to
them. The bread and coffee were highly appreciated.

I now determined on a second assault. Johnston was in my rear, only fift)?
miles awa:r, with an army not much inferior in numbers to the one I had with
me, and I knew he was being reenforced. There was danger of his coming
to the assistance of Pembertou, and, after all, he might defeat my anticipations
of capturing the garrison, if, indeed, he might not prevent the capture of the
city. The immediate capture of Vicksburg would save sending me the re
enforcements, which were so much wanted elsewhere, and would set free the
army under me to drive Johnston from the State. But the first consideration
of all was: the troops believed they could earry the works in their front, and
would not have worked so patiently in the trenches if they had not been
allowed to try.

The attack was ordered to commence on all parts of the line at 10 o'clock
A. M. on the 22d with a furious cannonading from every battery in position.
All the corps commanders set their time by mine, so that all might open tht.,
engagement at the same minute. The attack was gallant, and portions of
each of the three corps succeeded in getting up to the very parapets of the
enemy, and in planting their battle-flags upon them; but at no place were
we able to enter. General McClernand reported that he had gained the enemy's
intrenchments at several points, and wanted reenforcements. I occupied a
position from which I believed I could see as well as he what took place in
his front, and I did not see the success he reported. But his request for re
enforcements being repeated, I could not ignore it, and sent him Quinby's
division of the Seventeenth Corps. Sherman and McPherson were both
ordered to renew their assaults as a diversion in favor of McClernand. This
last attack only served to increase our casualties, without giving any 'benefit
whatever. As soon as it was dark, our troops that had reached the enemy's
line and had been obliged to remain there for security all day, were with
drawn, and thus ended the last assault on Vicksburg.

I now determined upon a regular siege,- to "out-camp the enemy," as it
were, and to incur no more losses. The experienee of the 22d convinced
officers and men that this was best, and they went to work on the defenses
and approaches with a will. With the navy holding the river the invest
ment of Vicksburg was complete. As long as we could hold our position,
the enemy was limited in supplies of food, men, and munitions of war, to
what they had on hand. These could not last always.

The crossing of troops at Bruinsburg commenced April 30th. On the 18th
of May the army was in rear of Vicksburg. On the 19th, just twenty days
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after the crossing, the city was completely invested and an assault had been
made: five distinct battles-besides continuous skirmishing-had been fought
and won by the Union forces; the capital of the State had fallen, and its
arsenals, military manufactories, and everything useful for military pnrposes
had been destroyed; an average of about 180 miles had been marched by the
troops engaged; but;) days' rations had been issued, and no forage; over 6000
prisoners had been captured, and as many more of the enemy had been
killed or wounded; 27 heavy cannon and 61 field-pieces had fallen into our
hands; 250 miles of the river, from Vicksburg to Port Hudson, had be
come ours. The Union force that had crossed the Mississippi River up to
this time was less tha.n 43,000 men. One division of these-Blair's-only
arrived in time to take part in the battle of Champion's Hill, but was not
engaged there; and one brigade-Ransom's-of McPherson's corps reached
the field after the battle. The enemy had at Vicksburg, Grand Gulf, Jackson,
and on the roads between these places, over sixty thousand men. They
were in their own country, where no rear-guards were necessary. The country
is admirable for defense, but difficult to conduct an offensive campaign in.
All their troops had to be met. We were fortunate, to say the least, in meet
ing them in detail: at Port Gibson, 7000 or 8000; at Raymond, 5000; at
Jackson, from 8000 to 11,000; at Champion's Hill, 25,000; at the Big Black,
4000. A part of those met at Jackson were all that were left of those encoun
tered. at Raymond. They were beaten in detail by a force smaller than their
own, upon their own ground. Our loss up to this time was:

Killed. Woollded. Misllifl{/.
Port Gibson. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . ... 131 .. 719 .. 25
South Fork, Bayou Pierre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Skirmishes, May 3d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. . 9. . . .
Fourteen Mile Creek. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. . 24
Raymond 66 .. 339 .. if'{

Jackson '. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 42 .. 251 .. 7
Champion's Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 410 ., 1844 .. 187
Big Black.. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. 39 .. 237 .. 3
Bridgeport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1 ..

Total .. .. . [In all, 4379] .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 695 3425 259

Of the wounded many were but slightly so, and continued on duty. Not
half of them were disabled for any length of time. ~

Mter the unsuccessful assault on the 22d, the work of the regular siege
began. Sherman occupied the right, starting from the river above Vicks
burg; McPherson the center (McArthur's division now with him); and Mc
Clernand the left, holding the road south to Warrenton. Lauman's division
arrived at this time and was placed on the extreme left of the line.

In the interval between the assaults of the 19th and 22d, roads had been
completed from the Yazoo River and Chickasaw Bayou, around the rear of the
army, to enable us to bring up supplies of food and ammunition; ground
~ The revised statements (unpublished "Offi- above, from May 1st to July 4th, were: killed,

cial Records." Vol. XXIV., part I., p. 167) show 1514; wounded, 7395; captured or missing,
that the aggregate Unio~ losses,' including the 453,-total, 9362.-EDITORS.



520 THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

BLUlQUARTER8 OF TUE UNIOIl 8IGNAL CORPS, VICKBBUllG. FROM.a. WAX-TUIK PROTOGBAPB.

had been selected and cleared, on which the troops were to be encamped, and
tents and cooking utensils were brought up. The troops had been without
these from the time of crossing the Mississippi up to this time. .All was
now ready for the pick and spade. With the two brigades brought up by
McArthur, which reached us in rear of Vicksburg, and Lauman's division
brought from Memphis, and which had just arrived, we had now about
forty thousand men for the siege. Prentiss and Hurlbut were ordered to
send forward every man that could be spared. Cavalry especially was
wanted to watch the fords along the Big Black, and to observe Johnston..
I knew that Johnston was receiving reenforcements from Bragg, who was
confronting Rosecrans in Tennessee. Vicksburg was so important to the
enemy that I believed he would make the most strenuous efforts to raise the
siege, even at the risk of losing ground elsewhere.

My line was more than fifteen miles long, extending from Haynes's Bluff
to Vicksburg, thence south to Warrenton. The line of the enemy was about
seven. In addition to this, having an enemy at Canton and Jackson, in our
rear, who was being constantly reenforced, we required a second line of
defense facing the other way. I had not troops enough under my com
mand to man these. But General Halleck appreciated the situation, and,
without being asked, forwarded reenforcements with all possible dispatch.

The ground about Vicksburg is admirable for defense. On the north it
is about two hundred feet above the Mississippi River at the highest point,
and very much cut up by the washing rains; the ravines were grown up
with cane and underbrush, while the sides and tops were covered with a
dense forest. Farther south the ground flattens out somewhat, and was in
cultivation. But here, too, it was cut by ravines and small streams. The
enemy's line of defense followed the crest of a ridge, from the river north of
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the city, eastward, then southerly around to the Jackson road, full three miles
back of the city; thence in a south-westerly direction to the river. Deep
ravines of the description given lay in front of these defenses. .

As there is a succession of gullies, cut out by rains, along the side of the
ridge, the line was necessarily very irregular. To follow each of these spurs
with intrenchments, so as to command the slopes on either side, would
have lengthened their line very much. Generally, therefore, or in many
places, their line would run from near the head of one gully nearly straight
to the head of another, and an outer work, triangular in shape, generally
open in the rear, was thrown up on the point; with a few men in this outer
work they commanded the approaches to the main line completely.

The work to be done to make our position as strong against the enemy as
his was against us, was very great. The problem was also complicated by
our wanting our line as near that of the enemy as possible. We had but four
engineer officers with us. Captain F. E. Prime, of the Engineer Corps, was the
chief, and the work at the beginning was mainly directed by him. His health
soon gave out, when he was succeeded by Captain Cyrus B. Comstock, also
of the Engineer Corps. To provide assistants on such a long line, I directed
that all officers who had been graduated at West Point, where they had neces
sarily to study military engineering, should, in addition to their other duties,
assist in the work.

The chief quartermaster and the chief commissary were graduates. The
chief commissary, now the commissary-general of the army [General Robert
Macfeely], begged off, however, saying that there was nothing in engineering
that he was good for, unless he would do for a sap-roller. As soldiers
require rations while working in the ditches as well as when marching
and fighting, and we would be sure to lose him if he was used as a sap
roller, I let him off. The general is a large man,-weighs two hundred and
twenty pounds, and is not tall.

We had no siege-guns except six 32-pounders, and there were none' in the
West to draw from. Admiral Porter, however, supplied us with a battery of
navy-guns, of large caliber, and with these, and the field-artillery used in the
campaign, the siege began. The first thing to do was to get the artillery in
batteries, where they would occupy commanding positions; then establish the
camps, under cover from the fire of the enemy, but as near up as possible;
and then construct rifle-pits and covered ways, to connect the entire command
by the shortest route. The enemy did not harass us much while we were con
structing our batteries. Probably their artillery ammunition was short; and
their infantry was kept down by our sharp-shooters, who were always on the
alert and ready to fire at a head whenever it showed itself above the rebel
works.

In no place were our lines more than six hundred yards from the enemy.
It was necessary, therefore, to cover our men by something more than the
ordinary parapet. To give additional protection sand-bags, bulletrproof, were
placed along the tops of the parapets, far enough apart to make loop-holes for
musketry. On top of these, logs were put. By these means the men were
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enabled to walk about erect when off duty, without fear of annoyance from
sharp-shooters. The enemy used iu their defense explosive musket-balls,
thinking, no doubt, that, bursting over the men in the trenches, they would
do some execution; but I do not remember a single case where a man was
injured by a piece of one of the shells. When they were hit, and the ball
exploded, the wound was terrible. In these cases a solid ball would have
hit as well. Their use is barbarous, because they produce increased suffer
ing without any corresponding advantage to those using them. [See p. 491.]

The enemy could not resort to the method we did to protect their men, be
cause we had an inexhaustible supply of ammunition to draw upon, and used

it freely. Splinters from the timber would have made
havoc among the men behind.

There were no mortars with the besiegers, except
what the navy had in front of the city; but wooden
ones were made by taking logs of the toughest wood
that could be found, boring them out for six or twelve
pounder shells, and binding them with strong iron
bands. These answered as coehorns, and shells were
successfully thrown from them into the trenches of
the enemy.

The labor of building the batteries and intrenching
was largely done by the pioneers, assisted by negroes
who came within our lines and who were paid for

ll"OODSN OOIUlOBN ox aBANT'B their work, but details from the troops had often to
LIN.II. FROIII A BIUCTCH MADB be made. The work was pushed forward as rapidly

AT THB TOIL
as possible, and when an advanced position was se-

cured and covered from the fire of the enemy, the batteries were advanced..
By the 30th of June there were 220 guns in position, mostly light field
pieces, besides a battery of heavy guns belonging to, manned, and commanded
by the navy. We were now as strong for defense against the garrison of
Vi<'.ksbw·g as they were against us. But I knew that Johnston was in our
r¥I", and was receiving constant reenforcements from the east. He had at
this time a larger force than I had prior to the battle of Champion's Hill.

As soon as the news of the arrival of the Union army behind Vicksburg
reached the North, floods of visitors began to pour in. Some came to
gratify curiosity; some to see sons or brothers who had passed through the
terrible ordeal; members of the Christian and Sanitary Commissions came to
minister to the wants of the sick and the wounded. Often those coming to
soo a son or brother would bring a dozen or two of poultry. They did not
know how little the gift would be appreciated; many soldiers had lived so
much on chickens, ducks, and turkeys, without bread, during the march,
that the sight of poultry, if they could get bacon, almost took away their
appetite. But the intention was good.

AJnong the earliest arrivals was the Governor of Illinois [Yates], with most
of the State officers. I naturally wanted to show them what there was of
most interest. In Sherman's front the ground was the most broken and most
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In thetoregrouud 18 the liege-battery; below III the the rifle-pits ot Hovey'll dlvlllon, l'.CJnfroutlng Conted
wooded ravlDe; 110m lett to r18ht are _n the campa era&e works and torts on the larthllllt rtclBe, whteh Wal
ot the uth Indiana, 29th WlllOOulln, 11th Indiana, 44th a part or the Confederate line held by General C. L.
IncUana, and lIIth Iwltana; haIt-way to the lummlt are 8teveDllOn.

wooded, and more was to be seen without exposure. I therefore took them
to Sherman's headquarters and presented them. Before starting out to look
at the lines-possibly while Sherman's horse was being saddled-there were
many questions asked about the late campaign, about which the North had
been so imperfectly informed. There was a little knot about Sherman and
around me, and I heard Sherman repeating in the most animated manuel'
what he had said to me, when we first looked down from Walnut Hills upon
the land below, on the 18th of May, adding: "Graut is entitled to every bit
of the credit for the campaign; I opposed it. I wrote him a letter about it."
But for this speech it is not likely that Sherman's opposition would have
ever been heard of. His untiring energy and great efficiency during the
campaign entitled him to a full share of all the credit due for its success.
He could not have done more if the plan had been his own.

On the 26th of May I sent Blair's division up the Yazoo to drive out a
force of the enemy supposed to be between the Big Black and the Yazoo.
The country was rich, and full of supplies of both fruit and forage. Blair
was instructed to take all of it. The cattle wel'e to be driven in for the use
of our army, and the food and forage to be consumed by our troops or de
stroyed by fire; all bridges were to be destroyed, and the roads rendered 88

nearly impassable as po88ible. Blair went forty-five miles, and was gone
almost a week. His work was effectually done. I requested Porter at this
time to send the Marine brigade - a floating nondescript force which had
been assigned to his command, and which proved very useful- up to
Haynes's Bluff to hold it until reenforcements could be sent.
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On the 26th I also received a letter from Banks, asking me to reenforcf> him
with ten thousand men at Port Hudson. ~ Of course I could not comply with
his request, nor did I think he needed them. He was in no danger of an
attack by the garrison in his front, and there was no army organizin~ in his
rear to raise the siege. On the 3d of June a brigade from Hurlbut's com
mand anived, General Nathan Kimball commanding. \ It was sent to
Mechanicsburg, some miles north-east of Haynes's Bluff, and about midway
be.tween the Big Black and the Yazoo. A brigade of Blair's division and
twelve hundred cavalry had already, on Blair's return from up the Y &ZOO,

been sent to the same place-with instructions to watch the crossings of
the Big Black River, to destroy the roads in his (Blair's) front, and to gather
or destroy all supplies.

On the 7th of June out' little force of colored and white troops across tht>
Mississippi, at Milliken's Bend, were attacked by about three thousand men
from Richard Taylor's Trans-Mississippi command, With the aid of the gun
boats these were speedily repelled, I sent Mower's brigade over with instruc
tions to drive the enemy beyond the Tensas bayou; and we had no furtht'T

.l! On May 25th General Grant wrote to General
Banks that it Beemed to him advisable to collect
as large a force at Vicksburg 88 possible, and says,
" I would be }>leased, General, to have you come,
with such force as you are able to spare." In the
same letter General Grant makes this statement:

"When I COlDml'D('ed writioK thl8, It WR8 my Intention
to pl"OJlO8C sending yon. If )'011 will tumlBh trampart!\
Uon. 8000 or 10,000 Dll'D to cooperate with yon on Port
Hnd"on; but. whll8t wrltlnK, a l'ollrler came In from my
ea\'alry, "tutlnl{ that a forco of the enemy are now about
t.hlrty mUes nortboi'88t of h.-n', ••. At IIre&eni. there
fore, I do not deem It prodeot to aend olf OilY lIlell I
have, or eveD Bale, .•."

On May 2~d, 1863, General Halleck wrote to
General Banks:

"I _nre yon that tbe Government I. e~_I:r
dtJIappolnted that you and General Grant are DOl arnn.,
In ('.oojnncUon, It thought to __11ft' that oIUrort to)"

authorizing yon to _uUle tbe entire rommand ... llOOII

RlI yon and Gl'ueraI Grnnt could unltf'."

In Halle('k's instructions, datt"d Novembrr !llh,
1862, General Banks was authorized .. to &8lRDD"

control of any military forces from the t"rper
Mississippi which may come within your ~m
mand, , .• You will exercill8 llUpE'rior authority
as far as you may 88Cend the river.•.•"

EDIT"a.....

, General Kimball was woundt"d at F'ftdl'rieu..
burg, and on recovering W88 888igned to the~
mand or a division in the We8t.- EDITOBS.
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trouble in that quarter during the siege. This was the first important engage
ment of the war inwhich colored troops were under fire.* These were very raw,
having all been enlisted since the beginning of the siege, but they behaved well.

On the 8th of June a full division arrived from Hurlbut's command, under
General Sooy Smith. It was sent immediately to Haynes's Bluff, and General
C. C. Washburn was assigned to the general command at that point.

On the 11th a strong division arrived from the Department of the Missouri
under General Herron, which was placed on our left. This cut off the last
possible chance of communication between Pemberton and Johnston, as it
enabled Lauman to close up on McClernand's left, while Herron intrenched
from Lauman to the water's edge. At this point the water recedes a few
hundred yards from the high land. Through this opening, no doubt, the Con
federate commanders had been able to get messengers under cover of night.

On the 14th General Parke arrived with two divisions of Burnside's corps,)
and was immediately dispatched to Haynes's Bluff. These latter troops
Herron's and Parke's -were the reenforcements already spoken of, sent by
Halleck in anticipation of their being needed. They arrived none too soon.

I now had about seventy-one thousand men. More than half were dis
posed of across the peninsula, between the Yazoo, at Haynes's Bluff, and the
*Colored troops had been under fire on the 27th been transferred from the Army of the Potomac

of May at Port Hndson.-E!lIToRS. in the previous Marcb. After Vicksburg they re-
I These troopll came from tbe Department of turned to Burnside's command and took part in

the Ohio (Burnside), June 14th to 17th, having the East Teune88ee eampaign.- EDITORS.
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Big Black, with the division of Osterhaus watching the crossings of the
latter river farther south and west, from the crossing of the Jackson road to
Baldwin's Ferry, and below.

There were eight roads leading into Vicksburg, along which and the im
mediate sides of which Oui' work was specially pushed and batteries advanced;
but no commanding point within range of the enemy was neglected.

On the 17th I received a letter from General Sherman and on the 18th one
from McPherson, saying that their respective commands had complained to
them of a fulsome congratulatory order puhlished by General McClernand to
the Thirteenth Corps, which did great injustice to the other troops engaged
in the campaign.

This order had been sent north and published, and now papers containing
it had reached our camps. The order had not been heard of by me, and cer
tainly not by troops outside of McClernand's command, until brought in this
way. I at once wrote McClernand, directing him to send me a copy of
this order. He did so, and I at once relieved him from the command of the
Thirteenth Army Corps, and ordered him back to Springfield, illinois. The
publication of his order in the press was in violation of War Department
orders and also of mine.

On the 22d of June positive information was received that Johnston had
crossed the Big Black River for the purpose of attacking our real', to raise
the siege and release Pemberton. The correspondence between Johnston and
Pemberton shows that all expectation of holding Vicksburg had by this time
passed from Johnston's mind. I immediately ordered Sherman to the com
mand of all the forces from Haynes's Bluff to the Big Black River. This
amounted now to quite half the troops about Vicksburg. Besides these,
Herron's and A. J. Smith's divisions were ordered to hold themselves in readi
ness to reenforce Sherman. Haynes's Bluff had been strongly fortified on the
land side, and on all commanding points from there to the Big Black, at the
railroad crossing, batteries had been constructed. The work of connecting
by rifle-pits, where this was not already done, was an easy task for the troops
that were to defend them.

We were now looking west, besieging Pemberton, while we were also look
ing east to defend ourselves against an expected siege by Johnston. But as
against the garrison of Vicksburg we were as substantially protected as they
were against us. When we were looking east and north we were strongly
fortified, and on the defensive. Johnston evidently took in the situation
and wisely, I think, abstained from making an assault on us, because it would
simply have inflicted loss on both sides without accomplishing any result.

We were strong enough to have taken the offensive against him; but I did
not feel disposed to take any risk of loosing our hold upon Pemberton's army,
while I would have rejoiced at the opportunity of defending ourselves against
an attack by Johnston.

From the 23d of May the work of fortifying and pushing forward our
position nearer to the enemy had been steadily progressing. At three points
on the Jackson road in front of Ransom's brigade a sap was run up to the
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TIlB FIGHT IN TB.E CRATER AFTER THE EXPL08101l OJ' THE UlIlON JUNE UlIDKR TBB COlO'BDBllATE J'OJlT
011 THR JACK80N ROAD, JUNB ~,llMlS. FROM A UTBOQBAPH.

To the right and lett are Been part of the approach68 from the main Union llne at the White
Honlltl, &8 shown In the plan on p. 540.

enemy's parapet, and by the 25th of June we had it undermined and the
mine charged. The enemy had countermined, but did not succeed in reach
ing our mine. At this particular point the hill on which the rebel work stands
rises abruptly. Our sap ran close up to the outside of the enemy's parapet.
In fact, this parapet was also our protection. The soldiers of the two sides
occasionally conversed pleasantly across this barrier; sometimes they ex
changed the hard bread of the Union soldiers for the tobacco of the Con
federates; at other times the enemy threw over hand-grenades, and often our
men, catching them in their hands, returned them.

Our mine had been started some distance back down the hill, consequently
when it had extended as far as the parapet it was many feet below it. This
caused the failure of the enemy in his search to find and destroy it. On
the 25th of June, at 3 o'clock, all being ready, the mine was exploded. A
heavy arti;llery fire all along the line had been ordered to open with the
explosion. The effect was to blow the top of the hill off and make a crater
where it stood. The breach was not sufficient to enable us to pass a column
of attack through. In fact, the enemy, having failed to reach our mine, had
thrown up a line farther back, where most of the men guarding that point
were placed. There were a few men, however, left at the advance line, and
others working in the counter-mine, which was still being pushed to find ours.
All that were there were thrown into the air, some of them coming down on
our side, still alive. I remember one colored man, who had been under ground'
at work, when the explosion took place, who was thrown to our side. He was
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not much hurt, but was terribly frightened. Some one asked him how high
he had gone up. "Dunno, Massa, but t'ink 'bout t'ree mile," was the reply.
General Logan commanded at this point, and took this colored man to his
quarters, where he did service to the end of the siege.

As soon as the explosion took place the crater was seized upon by two regi
ments of our troops who were near by, under cover, where they had been
placed for the express purpose. The enemy made a desperate effort to expel
them., but failed, and soon retired behind the new line. From here, however,
they threw hand-grenades, which did some execution. The compliment was
returned by our men, but not with so much effect. The enemy could lay
their grenades on the parapet, which alone divided the contestants, and then
roll them down upon us; while from our side they had to be thrown over
the parapet, which was at considerable elevation. During the night we made
efforts to secure our position in the crater against the missiles of the enemy,
so as to run trenches along the outer base of their parapet, right and left;
but the enemy continued throwing their grenades, and brought boxes of field
ammunition (shells) the fuses of which they would light with port-fires, and
throw them by hand into our rauks. We found it impossible to continue
this work. Another mine was consequently started, which was exploded on
the 1st of July, destroying an entire rebel redan, killing and wounding a con
siderable number of its occupants, and leaving an immense chasm where it
stood. No attempt to charge was made this time, the experience of the ~5th

admonishing us. Our loss in the first affair was about thirty killed and
wounded. The enemy must have lost more in the two explosions than we
did in the first. We lost none in the second.

From this time forward the work of mining and of pushing our posi
tion nearer to the enemy was prosecuted with vigor, and I determined to
explode no more mines until we were ready to explode a number at dif
ferent points and assault immediately after. We were up now at three
different points, one in front of each corps, to where only the parapet of the
enemy divided us.

At this time an intercepted dispatch from Johnston to Pemberton iuformt:>d
me that Johnston intended to make a determined attack upon us, in order
to relieve the garrison of Vicksburg. I knew the garrison would make no
forcible effort to relieve itself. The picket lines were so close to eacs othel' 
where there was space enough between the lines to post pickets - that the
men could converse. On the 21st of June I was informed, through this
means, that Pemberton was preparing to escape, by crossing to the Louisiana
side under cover of night; that he had employed workmen in making boats
for that purpose; that the men had been canvassed to ascertain if they
would make an assault on the "Yankees" to cut their way out; that they
had refused, and almost mutinied, because their commander would not
surrender and relieve their sufferings, and had only been pacified by the
assurance that boats enough would be finished in a week to carry them
all over. The rebel pickets also said that houses in the city had been pulled
down to get material to build these boats with. Mterward this story was
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verified. On entering the city we found a large number of very rudely con
structed boats.

All necessary steps were at once taken to render such an attempt abortive,
Our pickets were doubled; Admiral Porter was notified so that the river
might be more closely watched; material was collected on the west bank of
the river to be set on fire and light up the river if the attempt was made;
and batteries were established along the levee crossing the peninsula on
the Louisiana side. Had the attempt been made, the garrison of Vicks
burg would have been drowned or made prisoners on the Louisiana side.
General Richard Taylor was expected on the west bank to cooperate in this
movement, I believe, but he did not come, nor could he have done so with a
force sufficient to be of service. The Mississippi was now in our possession
from its source to its mouth, except in the immediate front of Vicksburg
and Port Hudson. We had nearly exhausted the country, along a line drawn
from Lake Providence to opposite Bruinsburg. The roads west were not of
a character to draw supplies over for any considerable force.

By the 1st of July our approaches had reached the enemy's ditch at a num
ber of places. At ten points we could move under cover to within from five
to 100 yards of the enemy. Orders were given to make all preparations for
assault on the 6th of July. The debouches were ordered widened, to afford
easy egress, while the approaches were also to be widened to admit the troops
to pass through four abreast. Plank and sand-bags, the latter filled with cot
ton packed in tightly, were ordered prepared, to enable the troops to cr08S
the ditches.

On the night of the 1st of July Johnston was between Brownsville and the
Big Black, and wrote Pemberton from there that about the 7th of the month
an attempt would be made to create a diversion to enable him to cut his way
out. Pemberton was a prisoner before this message reached him.
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On July 1st Pemberton, seeing no hope of outside relief, addressed the fol
lowing letter to each of his four division commanders:

"Unless the siege of Vicksburg is raised, or supplies are thrown in, it will become necessary
very shortly to evacuate the place. I see no prospect of the former, and there are many great,
if not insuperable, obstacles in the way of the latter. You are, therefore, requested to inform
me with as little delay as possible as to the condition of your troops, and their ability to make
the marches and undergo the fatigues necessary to accomplish a successful evacuation."

Two of his generals suggested surrender, and the other two practically did
the same; they expressed the opinion that an attempt to evacuate would
fail. Pemberton had previously got a message to Johnston suggesting that
he should try to negotiate with me for a release of the garrison with their
arms. Johnston replied that it would be a confession of weakness for him
to do so; but he authorized Pemberton to use his name in making such an
arrangement.

On the 3d, about 10 o'clock A. M., white flags appeared on a portion of the
rebel works. Hostilities along that part of the line ceased at once. Soon
two persons were seen coming toward our lines bearing a white flag. They
proved to be General Bowen, a division commander, and Colonel Montgomery,
aide-de-camp to Pemberton, bearing the following letter to me:

" I have the honor to propose an armistice for --hours, with the view t{) arranging ter!IlS

for the capitulation of Vicksburg. To this end, if agreeable to you, I will appoint three co-m
missioners, to meet a like number to be named by yourself, at lJUeh place and hour to-day as you
may find convenient. I make thig proposition to save the further effusion of blood, which must
otherwise be shed to a frightful extent, feeling myself fully able to maintain my position fol' a
yet indefinite period. This communication will be handed you, under a flag of truce, by Major
General John S. &wen."

It was a glorious sight to officers and soldiers on the line where these
white flags were visible, and the news soon spread to all parts of the com
mand. The troops felt that their long and weary marches, hard fighting,
ceaseless watching by night and day in a hot climate, exposure to all sorts of
weather, to diseases, and, worst of all, to the gibes of many Northern papers
that came to them, saying all their suffering was in vain, Vicksburg would
never be taken, were at last at an end, and the Union sure to be saved.

Bowen was received by General A. J. Smith, and asked to see me. I had
been a neighbor of Bowen's in Missouri, and knew him well and favorably
before the war; but his request was refused. He then suggested that I
should meet Pemberton. To this I sent a verbal message saying that if Pem
berton desired it I would meet him in front of McPherson's corps, at 3 o'clock
that afternoon. I also sent the following written reply to Pemberton's letter:

" YonI' note of this date is just received, proposing an armistice for several hotml, for the pur
pose of arranging terms of capitulation through commissioners to be appointed, etc. The
useless etmsion of.blood you propose stopping by this course can be ended at any time you ma~'

choose, by the unconditional surrender of the city and garrison. Meu who have shown 80

much endurance and conrage as those now in Vicksburg will always challenge the respect of
an adversary, aRd lcan assure you will be treated with all the respect due to prisoners of war.
I do not favor the proposition of appointing commissioners to arrange the terms of capitulation,
because I have no terms other than those indicated above."
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I'1JI8T OOIU'llJt&1(OB BETWEEJIl GB.UCT ~ PBJUI&RTOJIl, JULY 3, 1863.
nOli A 8KETCJI JlADE Jl.T THE TOlE.

Graut and Pemberton met near the tree and went BIlide to the earth-work. where
they sat in conference. To their right i& a group of four, incllld1n8 General Johu 8.
Bowen, C. 8. A., General A. J. Smith, General Jametl B. McPherson, and Colonel I. M.
Montgomery. Under the tree are Cbief~f-tlta1l'John A. Rawllnll, ANlIltaut 8eeretary
of War Charle& A. Dana, and Theodore B. Dam, special artl8t, who made the above
aDd many other Bketche8 of the VlckBhlll'g atege, In thtB work.-EDrrou.

At 3 o'clock Pemberton appeared at the point suggested in my verbal mes
sage, accompanied by the same officers who had borne his letter of the morn
ing. Generals Ord, McPherson, Logan, A. J. Smith, and 8everal officers of
my staff accompanied me. Our place of meeting was on a hill-side within a
few hundred feet of the rebel lines. Near by stood a stunted oak-tree, which
was made historical by the event. It was but a short time before the last
vestige of its body, root, and limb had disappeared, the fragments being
taken as trophies. Since then the same tree has furnished as many cords
of wood, in the shape of trophies, as "The True Cross."

Pemberton and I had served in the same division during a part of the
Mexican war. I knew him very well, therefore, and greeted him as an old
acquaintance. He soon asked what terms I proposed to give his army if it
surrendered. My answer was the same as proposed in my reply to his letter.
Pemberton then said, rather snappishly, "The conference might as well end,"
and turned abruptly as if to leave. I said, "Very well." General Bowen, I
saw, was very anxious that the surrender should be consummated. His
manners and remarks while Pemberton and I were talking showed this. He

now proposed that he and one of our gen
erals should ha.ve a. conference. I had no
bj tion to tbi~ a: n thing could be made

hin in up n III that they might propose.
mith nd B w n ordingly had a confer-

,durin '"hi·h mberton and I, mov-
ill di tan way toward the enemy's

l' ill UV I' ti n. After a while
, t 1 that th Confederate army
all w d t march out, with the

hon l' f w r .~ 1'1 iuO' their small-arms
an 1 fi lll-ar ill ~ry. Thi was promptly and
un r moniou I r j t d. The interview

here ended, I
agreeing, how
ever, to send
a letter giving
final terms' by
10 o'clock that
night. I had
sent word to
Admiral Por
ter soon after
the correspond
ence with Pem
berton had com
menced, so that
hostilities might
be stopped on
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IDIION BEADQUARTEJlIl, JULY a. GENERAL GRANT RECEIVING GBl<BIlAL rBlIBBJITON'S IIBSIIAGL
FROlll A SKBTCH KADE AT THB TIllE.

In hili .. PertlOnal Memol..... (C. L. Webster &. Co.) Gen
eral Grant MyS: "Ou leaving Brulnsburg for the frout
I left my son Frederick, who had Joined me a few week"
before, on board oue of the Run-boata aslet'p, and hoped
to get away without him uutll after Grand Gulf should
rail Into our hands; but ou waklug up he learned that I
had gone, and being guided by the sound of tbe battle
raging at Thompson's HII1-called thc battle of Port
Glbeon-found his way to where I was. He hlMl no
horae to ride at the time, and I had no facilities for even
preparing a meal. He therefore foraged around the
beet he could until we reached Grand Gulf. Mr. C. A.
Dana, then an ol!l(',er of the War Department. accom·
panled me on tbe Vicksburg campaign aud tbrouj{h a

portion of the 81ege. He was In the eame situation ...
Fred so far all traD8portation and meee arran~mentA

were concerned. The lI...t time I call to mind eeelolC
either of them, after the battle, they were mounted 0';
two euonuoU8 horaes, Itt'Own white from age, equipped
with dtlapldated 8addlee and brldtC8. Our trains ar·
rived a few days later. after which we were all per
fectly t'qutpped, My sou accompanied me throughont
the campaign and 81t'ge, and caused no RnDety either to
we or to hili mother, who was at home. He looked out
for himself and Wall In every battlt' of the camJl&l«n.
HI8 age, then not quite thirteen, enabled him to take In
all he MW, and to retain a recollection of It th.t would
not be poaalbie In more malUre yoors."

the part of both army and navy. It was agreed on my parting with Pember
ton that they should not be renewed until our correspondence should cease.

When I retu1'l1ed to my headquarters I sent for all the corps and division
commanders with the army immediately confronting Vicksburg. (Half the
army was from eight to twelve miles off, waiting for Johnston.) I informed
them of the contents of Pemberton's letters, of my reply, and the substance
of the interview, and was ready to hear any suggestion; but would hold the
power of deciding entirely in my owu hauds. This was the nearest to a
"council of war" I ever held. Against the general and almost unanimous
judgment of the council I sent the following letter:

" In confonnity with agreement of this afternoon I will submit the following proposition for
the surrender of the city of Vicksburg, public stores, etc. On your accepting the tenus proposed
I will march in one division as a guard, and take possession at 8 A. M. to-morrow. AB soon as
rolls can be made out and paroles be signed by officers and men, you will be allowed to march
out of our lines, the officers taking with them their side-arms and clothing; and the field, staff,
and cavalry officers one horse each. The rank and me will be allowed all their clothing, but
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no other property. If these conditions are accepted, any amount of rations you may deem
necessary can be taken from the stores you now have, and also the necessary cooking-utensils
for preparing them. Thirty wagons also, counting two-horse or mule teams as one, will be
allowed to transport such articles as cannot be carried along. The same conditions will be
allowed to all sick and wounded officers and soldiers as fast as they become able to travel. The
paroles for these latter must be signed, however, whilst officers present are authorized to sign
the roll of prisoners."

By the terms of the cartel then in force, prisoners captured by either army
were required to be forwarded, as soon as possible, to either Aiken's Landing
below Dutch Gap, on the James River, or to Vicksburg, there to be exchanged,
or paroled until they could be exchanged. There was a Confederate Com
missioner at Vicksburg, authorized to make the exchange. I did not propose
to take him prisoner, but to leave him free to perform the functions of his
office. Had I insisted upon an unconditional surrender, there would have been
over thirty-odd thousand men to transport to Cairo, very much to the incon
venience of the army on the Mississippi; thence the prisoners would have
had to be transported by rail to Washington or Baltimore; thence again by
steamer to Aiken's-all at very great expense. At Aiken's they would have
to be paroled, because the Confederates did not have Union prisoners to
give in exchange. Then again Pemberton's army was largely composed of
men whose homes were in the south-west; I knew many of them were tired
of the war and would get home just as soon as they could. A large number
of them had voluntarily come into our lines during the siege and requested
to he sent north where they could get employment until the war was over
and they could go to their homes. \

Late at night I received the following reply to my last letter:

" I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this date, propos
ing terms of capitulation for this garrison and post. In the main, your terms are accepted;
but, in justice both to the honor and spirit of my troops manifested in the defense of Vicks
burg, I have to submit the following amendments, which, if acceded to by you, will perfect
the agreement between us. At 10 o'clock A. M. to-morrow I propose to evacuate the works in
and around Vicksburg, and to surrender the city and garrison under my command, by march
ing out with my colors and arms, stacking them in front of my present lines, after which you
will take possession. Officers to retain their side-arms and personal property, and the rights
and property of citizens to be respected."

This was received after midnight; my reply was as follows:

"I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 3d July. The
amendment proposed by you cannot be acceded to in full. It will be necessary to furnish every
officer and man with a parole signed by himself, which, with the completion of the roll of pris
oners, will necessarily take some time. Again, I can make no stipulations with regard to the
treatment of citizens and their private property. While I do not propose to cause them any
undue annO)'ance or loss, I cannot consent to lea.ve myself under a.ny restraint by stipulations.
The property which officers will be allowed to take with them will be as stated in my proposi
tion of last evening; that is, officers will be allowed their private baggage and side-arms, and
mounted officers one horse each. If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to march
to the front of the lines now occupied by it, and stack arms at 10 o'clock A. M., a.nd then
retnnl to the inside and there remain as prisoners until properly paroled, I will make no objec
tion to it. Should no notification be received of your acceptance of my terms by 9 o'clock A. M.,
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I shall regard them as having been rejected, and sh&1l act accordingly. Should these terms
be accepted, white 1I&gs should be displayed &long your lines to prevent such of my tzoope
&8 may not have been notified from ftriu,g upon your men."

Pemberton promptly accepted these terms.
During the siege there had been a good deal of friendly sparring between

the soldiers of the two armies, on picket and where the lines were close
together. All rebels were known as "Johnnies"; all Union troops as
" Yanks." Often" Johnny" would call, "Well, Yank, when are you coming
into town'" The reply was sometimes: " We propose to celebrate the 4th
of July there." Sometimes it would be: "We always treat our prisoners with
kindness and do not want to hurt them"; or, "We are holding you as prison
ers of war while you are feeding yourselves." The garrison, from the com
manding general down, undoubtedly expected an assault on the 4th. They
knew from the temper of their men it would be successful when made, and
that would be a greater humiliation than to surrender. Besides it would be
attended with severe loss to them.

The Vicksburg paper, which we received regularly through the courtesy
of the rebel pickets, said prior to the 4th, in speaking of the " Yankee" boast
that they would take dinner in Vicksburg that day, that the best receipt for
cooking rabbit was, "First ketch your rabbit." The paper at this time, and
for some time previous, was printed on the plain side of wall paper. The
last was isBued on the 4th and announced that we had "caught our rabbit."

I have no doubt that Pemberton commenced his correspondence on the 3d
for the twofold purpose; first, to avoid an assault, which he knew would be
successful, and second, to prevent the capture taking place on the great
national holiday,-the anniversary of the Declaration of American Independ
ence. Holding out for better terms, as he did, he defeated his aim in the
latter particular.

At the 4th, at the appointed hour, the garrison of Vicksburg marched out
of their works, and formed line in front, stacked arms, and marched back in
good order. Our whole army present witnessed this scene without cheering.

Logan's division, which had approached nearest the rebel works, was the
first to march in, and the flag of one of the regiments of his division was soon
floating over the court-bouse. Our soldiers were no sooner inside the lines
than the two armies began to fraternize. Our men had had full rations from
the time the siege commenced to the close. The enemy had been suffering,
particularly toward the last. I myself saw our men taking bread from their
haversacks and giving it to the enemy they had so recently been engaged in
starving out. It was accepted with avidity and with thanks.

Pemberton says in his report: "If it should be asked why the 4th of July
was selected as the day for surrender, the answer is obvious. I believed that
upon that day I should obtain better terms. Well aware of the vanity of our
foe, I knew they would attach vast importance to the entrance, on the 4th of
July, into the stronghold of the great river, and that, to gratify their national
vanity, they would yield then what could not be extorted from them at any
other time." This does not support my view of his reasons for selecting the
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day he did for surrendering. But it must be recollected that his first letter
asking terms was received about 1o. o'cloek, A. M., July 3d. It then could hardly
be expected that it would take 24 hours to effect a surrender. He knew that
Johnston was in our rear for the purpose of raising the siege, and he natu
rally would want to hold out as long as he could. He knew his men would
not resist an assault, and one was expected on the 4th. In our interview he
told me he had rations enough to hold out some time-my recollection is two
weeks. It was this statement that induced me to insert in the terms that he
was to draw rations for his men from his own supplies.

On the 3d, as BOon as negotiations were commenced, I notified Sherman,
and directed him to be ready to take the offensive against Johnston, drive
him out of the State, and destroy his army if he could. Steele and Ord were
directed at the same time to be in readiness to join Sherman as soon as the
surrender took place. Of this Sherman was notified.

I rode into Vicksburg with the troops, and went to the river to exchange
congratulations with the navy upon our joint victory. At that time I found
that many of the citizens had been living under-ground. The ridges upon
which Vicksburg is built, and those back to the Big Black, are eomposed of a
deep yellow clay, of gr~at tenacity. Where roads and streets are cut through,
perpendicular banks are left, and stand as well as if composed of stone. The
magazines of the enemy were made by running passage-ways into this clay at
places where there were deep cuts. Many citizens secured places of safety
for -their families by carving out rooms in these embankments. A door-way
in these oases would be cut in a high bank, starting from the level of the road
or stl'eet, and after i"unning in a few feet a room of the size required was
ear'ved out of the clay, the dirt being removed by the door-way. In some
iIlBtanoos I saw where two rooms were cut out, for a single family, with a
door-way in the clay wall separating them. Some of these were carpeted and
furnished with considerable elaboFation. In these the occupants were fully
secure from the shells of the navy, which were dropped into the city, night
and day, -without intermission. [See ""Naval Operations," p. 551.]

I returned to myoId headquarters outside in the afternoon, and did not
move them into the town until the 6th. On the afternoon of the 4th I sent
Captain William M. Dunn, of my staff, to Cairo, the nearest point where the
telegraph could be reached, with a dispatch to the general-in-chief. It was
as follows:

" The enemy surrendered this -morning. The only t&rms allowed is their parole as prisoners
of war. This I regard as a great adva-ntage to us at this moment. It saves, probably, several
days in the capture, .and leaves troops and transports re&dy for immediate Bervice. Sherman,
with a large force, moves immediately on Johnston, to drive him from the State. I will send
troops to the relief of Banks, and return the Ninth Army Corps to Burnside."

At the sa.me time I wrote to General Banks informing him of the fall, and
sending him a copy of the terms, also saying I would send him all the troops
he wanted to insure the capture of the only foothold the enemy now had on
the Mississippi River. General Banks had a number of copies of this letter
printed, or at least a synopsis of it, &nd very soon a copy fell into the hands
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of General Gardner, who was then in command of Port Hudson. Gardner
at once sent a letter to the commander of the National forces, saying that he
had been informed of the surrender of Vicksburg and telling how the infor
mation reached him. He added that if this was true it was useless for him
to hold ont longer. General Banks gave him assurances that Vicksburg had
been surrendered, and General Gardner surrendered unconditionally on the
9th of July.~ Port Hudson, with nearly 6000 prisoners, 51 guns, and 5000
small-arms and other stores, fell into the hands of the Union forces. From
that day on, the river remained under National control.

Pemberton aud his army were kept in Vicksburg until the whole could be
paroled. The paroles were in duplicate, by organization (one copy for each,
National and Confederate), signed by the commanding officers of the com
panies or regiments. Duplicates were also made for each soldier, and signed
by each individually, one to be retained by the soldier signing, and one to be
retained by us. Several hundred refused to sign their paroles, preferring to
be sent north as prisoners to being sent back to fight again. Others again
kept out of the way, hoping to escape either alternative.

Pemberton appealed to me in person to compel these men to sign their
paroles, but I declined. It also leaked out that many of the men who had signed
their paroles intended to desert and go to their homes as soon as they got out
of our lines. Pemberton, hearing this, again appealed to me to assist him.
He wanted arms for a battalion, to act as guards in keeping his men together
while being marched to a camp of instruction, where he expected to keep them
until exchanged. This request was also declined. It was precisely what I
expected and hoped that they would do. I told him, however, I would see
that they marched beyond our lines in good order. By the 11th, just one
week after the surrender, the paroles were completed, and the Confederate
garrison marched out. Many deserted; fewer of them were ever returned to
the ranks to fight again than would have been the case had the surrender been
unconditional and the prisoners been sent to the James River to be paroled.

As soon as our troops took possession of the oity, guards were established
along the whole line of parapet, from the river above to the river below. The
prisoners were allowed to occupy their old camps behind the intrenchments.
No restraint was put upon them, except by their own commanders. They
were rationed about as our own men, and from our supplies. The men of the
two armies fraternized as if they had been fighting for the same cause. When
they passed out of the works they had so long and so gallantly defended, be
tween lines of their late antagonists, not a cheer went up, not a remark was
made that wonld give pain. I believe there was a feeling of sadness among
the Union soldiers at seeing the dejection of their late antagonists.

The day before the departure the following order was issued:
" Paroled prisoners will be sent out of here to-morrow. They will be authorized to cross at the

railroad- bridge and move from there to Edwards's Ferry,\ and on by way of Raymond. Instruct
the commands to be orderly and quiet as these prisoners pass, to make no offensive remarks,
and not to harbor any who fall out of ranks after they have passed."

I Bee article on Port Hudson, to follow.-EDITOBS. 'Meant Edwards's BtatioD.-U. S. G.
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On the 8th a dispatch was sent from Washington by Halleck, saying:
" I fear your paroling the prisoners at Vicksburg without actual delivery to a proper agent,

as required by the seventh article of the cartel, may be construed into an absolute release, and
that the men will immediately be placed in the ranks of the enemy. Such ha.s been the case
elsewhere. If these prisoners have not been a.llowed to depart, you will detain them until
further orders."

Halleck did not know that they had already been delivered into the hands
of Major Watts, Confederate Commissioner for the Exchange of Prisoners.

At Vicksburg 31,600 prisoners were surrendered, together with 172 cannon,
about 60,000 muskets, and a large amount of ammunition. The small-arms
of the enemy were far superior to t.he bulk of ours. Up to this time our
troops at the west had been limited to the old United States flint-lock muskets
changed into percussion, or the Belgian musket imported early in the war
almost as dangerous to the person firing it as to the one aimed at - and a
few new and improved arms. These were of many different calibers, a fact
that caused much trouble in distributing ammunition during an engagement.
The enemy had generally new arms, which had run the blockade, and were of
uniform caliber. After the surrender I authorized all colonels, whose regi
ments were armed with inferior muskets, to place them in the stack of cap
tured arms, and replace them with the latter. A large number of arms, turned
in to the ordnance department as captured, were these arms that had really
been used by the Union army in the capture of Vicksburg.

In this narrative I have not made the mention I should like of officers, dead
and alive, whose services entitle them to special mention. Neither have I
made that mention of the navy which its services deserve. Suffice it to say,
the close of the siege found us with an army unsurpassed, in proportion
to its numbers, taken as a whole, officers and men. A military education was
acquired which no other school could have given. Men who thought a
company was quite enough for them to command properly, at the begin
ning, would have made good regimental or brigade commanders; most of
the brigade commanders were equal to the command of a division, and
one, Ransom, would have been equal to the command of a corps at least.
Logan and Crocker ended the campaign fitted to command independent
armies.

General F. P. Blair joined me at Milliken's Bend, a full-fledged general,
without having served in a lower grade. He commanded a division in the
campaign. I had known Blair in Missouri, where I had voted against him in
1858 when he ran for Congress. I knew him as a frank, positive, and generous
man, true to his friends even to a fault, but always a leader. I dreaded his
coming. I knew from experience that it was more difficult to command two
generals desiring to be leaders, than it was to command one army, officered
intelligently, and with subordination. It affords me the greatest pleasure to
record now my agreeable disappointment in respect to his character. There
was no man braver than he, nor was there any who obeyed all orders of his
snperior in rank with more unquestioning alacrity. He was one man as a
soldier, another as a politician.

VOL. Ill. Sli
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The navy, under
Porter,was all it could
be, during the entire
campaign. Without
its assistance the
campaign could not
have been success
fully made with twice
the number of men
engaged. It could
not have been made
at all, in the way it
was, with any num
ber of men, without
such assistance. The
most perfectharmony
reigned between the
two arms of the serv
ice. There never was
a request made, that
I am aware of, either
of the fiag-officer or

sf any of his subordi
~ nates, that was not
=- promptly complied
~ with.
~ The campaign of
III Vicksburg was sug
l:l5 gested and developed
l:l by circumstances.
: The elections of 1862

had gone against the
prosecution of the
war: voluntary en
listments had nearly
ceased, and the draft
had been resorted to ;
this was resisted, and

i a defeat, or backward
il movement, would
III have made its exe
§ cution impossible. A
<ol forward movement toi a decisive victory was

necessary. Ac.cord
ingly I resolved to
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get below Vicksburg, unite with Banks against Port Hudson, and make New
Orleans a base; and, with that base and Grand Gulf as a starting4 point,
move our combined forces against Vicksburg. Upon reaching Grand Gulf,
after running its batteries and fighting a battle, I received a letter from
Banks informing me that he could not be at Port Hudson under ten days,
and then with only fifteen thousand men. The time was worth more than
the reenforcements; I therefore determined to push into the interior of the
enemy's country.

With a large river behind us, held above and below by the enemy, rapid
movements were essential to success. Jackson was captured the day after a
new commander had arrived, and only a few days before large reenforcements
were expected. A rapid movement west was made; the garrison of Vicksburg
was met in two engagements and badly defeated, and driven back into its
stronghold and there successfully besieged.

l

THE VICKSBURG MINE.

BY ANDRZW mCDNLOOPER, BREVET BRIGADIER-OENERAL, U. s. v., CHIEF ENGINEER
OF THE SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

A PTER the failure of the general assault on May ing operations of the Seventeenth Army Corps.
~ 22d, orders were issued to commence regu- It was approachable only over a broad, flat ridge,
lar siege operations. General J. B. McPherson forming a comparatively level plateau, extend
occupied the center with the Seventeeuth Army ing eastwardly from the fort for a distance of
Corps, covering the main Jackson road, ou which almost five hundred yards before descending into
the Confederates had constructed the most formi- one of the numerous ravines or depre8Bions which
dable redoubt on the entire line, and intrusted extended in almost every conceivable direction
its defense to the 3d Louisiana, a veteran regi- over the ground lying between the contending
ment. Because of its strength, commanding armies. The Third Division, commanded by Gen
position, and heavy armament, this redoubt be- eral Logan, occupied the position immediately in
came the main objective point of the engineer- front of the fort, and upon these troops-more
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especially those of the brigade commanded by flag of truce, for the purpose of tendering per
General M. D. Leggett, working under the direc- mission to bury the Federal dead who had fallen
tion of the chief engineer of the corps-was im- in front of their works during the heroic lL8II&ult
posed the greater part of the labor. of the 22d, which was gladly accepted. This

The" pioneers" of the corps were at once sent incident afforded the chief engineer a mu<'h
to the cane-brakes, swamps, and lowlands in the needed opportunity of closely inspecting the
rear to construct sap-rollers, gabions, and fascines, ground to be passed over, of fixing the salient
and details of 150 men for day and the same num- points in his mind, and of det~rmining npon the
ber lor night duty were made for work on the main general direction of the various sections of tht"
sap, which was commenced on the Jackson road at sap. The highest point between the fort and the
a point about 150 feet south.east of a large frame White Honse was selected as a spot upon whi<'h
plantation house, known as the White House, to locate a battery and "place at arms" (after
which for some unexplained reason had been left ward known as Battery Hickenlooper), the guns
standing by the enemy. Up to this point troops of which rendered valuable service in covering the
could be marched in comparative lIafety nnder extensions of the sap beyond that point. Two
cover of the intervening hills, snpplemented by 8-inch naval guns located in battery 8Outh-esst
the construction of parapets at exposed points. of tbis point also rendered effective service in
The line of the first section was selected during silencing tbe gnns of the Confederate fort; thus
the night of the 23d under cover of an attack leaving tbe Union soldiers exposed only to the ever
made npon the enemy's pickets. Upon this line vigilant sharp-shoote1'll of the enemy. Not eveD
the workmen were placed at intervals of abont a hand could be safely raised above the parapets;
five feet, each equipped with a gabion, pick, and IUId heavy rope shields, or aprons, were hung in

shovel, with instruc- front of the embrasures for the protection of the
Tt ,u~J. r:c- tions to cover them- gunners while they were sighting their pieCE'S. A

oNf&:P:ttsDN~D~ I ~ selves securely and dig favorite amusement of the soldiers was to place
D~T"f J~ W. ~-i~ a connection through to a cap on the end of a ramrod and to raise it jl18t

~lk -" -;.¥J ~/- the adjoining burrow above the head-logs, betting on the number of bu!-
~~=::: before dayligbt. The letswbichwouldpasstbroughitwithinagiveDtime.
~ >IT' ,,;:::-:~ day relief was engaged The sap-roller, used to protect the workmen'>;}!!jl1i7ir ~~'~ in ,deepening and wid- from an eDfilading fire during the opening of eaeh
'II/fL{ili I! '/>~ eDlng the sap thus com- section of the sap, was a wicker casing five feet in

/I/jllll 1\\~~' menced, .and .on the diameter by ten feet in length compactly tilled
~, \\. . \ I followlDg mght tbe with cotton. The roller was several times found

t LU1IJ/I./ I / j second section was to be on fire, and on the night of June 9th it 11'''
'0",... ",,'1/// / laid~ut a~d oc- totally consnmed; but through what agency was,

"r'
D
.,~ ~ cupled ill the at the time, a great mystery. After the capitula-

,. " .~..,/ same man- tion it was ascertained that cotton saturated with
,~/' nero turpentine and placed in the hollow of a miniE'-
~ ....--- On the ball had been fired from a musket into the pack-

~ ~-- 25th of ing of the roller. [Bee p. 491.]
, - May the Itwas di1Hcult for the sharp-shooters to reach thE'
i:. l:=-- - Contader- Confederates by direct firing, and the artillerymE'n
~- ate com- found it impossible to gauge their shella 80 as to

''l. J;::::;:..-.. man d e r cause the explosion immediately behind the CoD
~~~..:::- sent in a federate parapets. To overcome this latter di1li-
. '~.:' '\ \ \\\ \ I~I culty, when the sap reached tbe vicinity of the
\. ~\ \ \~, \.\i II II fort we caused .. Coe~orn mortars" to be

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ ""'D~~~~lu ~~i~ made from short sections of gnm-~ logs
........~ ........~%;-::::- bored out and hooped with iron bands. These
~~- ~ novel engines of warfare, being aecuratE'ly
~ ;;q~ ,-:: charged with just su1Bcient powder to lift lIix
~ ••f'I~~ J ~ _ or twelve pound shells over the parapet and

~'~\\\\li'll. " 'i S drop them down immediately behind, provf"ll
,\,~ ..... exceedingly effective.

The general plan of conducting the wOTk with
flying-sap by night and deepening and widt'ni~

by day was pushed forward with the utmost
energy nntil June 22d, whE'n the head of thE'
sap reached the outer ditch surrounding the
fort. A few days previons an order had bE'en
issued for all men in the corps having a prae
tical knowledge of coal-mining to report to the
chief engineer. Out of those reporting thirty
six of the strongest and most experienced WE'rB
selected and divided into two shifts for day
and night duty, and each ahift W&II divided into
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BXPLOllIOK OJ' TBK JUlI'K 11!Q)BR TBB COKJ'BDBJU.TB ron OJ! TBK oI4CIUIOK ROAD.
FROM 4 8llBTCB MADB AT THE TIIIB•

The foreground abowa tbe UnIon aap near tbe Wblte
HOI1lIeo wbere atand Generala HoPheraon, Logan, and
Leggett with three otberollloera. In the dlatance 18 866n

three reliefs. On the night of the 22d these men,
properly equipped with drills, short-handled picks,
&hovels, etc., UDder the immediate command of
Lieutenant RWJBeIl of the 7th Miuouri and Btor
geant JlorriB of the 32d Ohio, commenced the
mining operations by driving a gallery, four feet
in width by five feet in height, in at right angles
to the face of the parapet of the fort. Each
relief worked an hoar at a time, two picking,
two shoveling, and two handing back the grain
saeu filled with earth, which were deposited in the
ditch until they eould be earned back. The main
gallery was carried in 45 feet, and then a smalh'r
gallery extended in on the same liDe 15 feet, while
from the end of the main gallery two others were

JCoonaktn's Tower. aooordlng to Brevet Brt~dler
G(.neral WillIam E. Strong, W80Il buUt onder the dlreotlon
of Sec.ond·Lleutenant Henry C. Foster, of Compauy B,
23d Indl"ua Volont8era. A. newspaper 8l1p eent to the
l'dit.ol'll by Geueral IDokenlooper contllln8 the following
&('("()nnt of "Cootlll1l:ln" (Llflutenant Foster), wblch W.
P. Davta.wbo W80ll Lteuu-nant-Colonel 01 the 2Sd Indiana,
filly" 18 snbstantlally correct:

.. He WI8 lUI Unflm1llf ..hot, .nfl ..0.... a cap mach' of 1'1IC·

<foon fnr. Fmmt·hl.he.... caJl.,., 'Coon.ldn' tbe8ev~n_nth
('un'" thnn'lI'h, .nfl ..herever be waa. "00 to the Conf8llerate
h..nd that appea1"8d above a parapet. • CooD"kln' wfOnt out
on"e In the nl..b~tlm... crept lip to..ard tbe Conf8l1~rate

d~lpn_ an,1 hullt 1.lmaelf a bn"",w lu the ......nn.l. with a
1.....1~hnle In It. The,.., be wonltl frequflnt.ly take pro..lalon.
..lU, 101m, and .tay se"eral day. at a time, w.toWns for

.. Coons1l:ln'." Tower, J• lookout and pen,h for 8h~
8hoote1'8. adjoining Battery Hlckenlooper, near whioh
were maaaed the troopa that ol1arg1ld Into the orater.

run out on either side at angles of 45 degrees for
a distance of 15 feet. The soil through which this
gallery was driven was a reddish clay of remark
able tenacity, easily cut and requiring but little
bracing. 80 rapidly was this work executed that
on the morning of the 25th the miners commenced
depositing the powder. 800 pounds at the extreme
end of the main gallery and 700 pounds at the
end of each of the lateral galleries, making a total
of 2200 pounds. From each of these deposits
there were laid two strands of safety fnse,- ob
tained, as was the powder, from the navy,-thia
duplication being made to cover the pollllible eon
tiugency of one failing to burn with the desired
regularity and speed. These six strands were cut

Confe<1erat4>&. At lenll'lb he built' CRon.kln'. Tow..r.' The
Jackson an,1 Vlck.hurK raIl....y hact ""en torn up fur miles
In the rear of Vlck.burg, 81111 r.llway Iron .nol C",...·tl8A lay
all .hout. TaltlnJ{ aolvantalre of th" 1IIgbt I.oure, <:oon.kIn
bnllt hlm"6Jf a tower of the looee rallroa,1 U.... Learned In
backwood. lore, be kne.. how to con.troct tho genuine
pluneer 10K.cabln. Worklnll' .....eral nlgb"", 100 .t length
bnllt the tower an 101,.10 that b)' cllmblnJ{ toward II" tup be
conlcl actuall)' look o..er the Coofetl~raleI,ara~t.. II e could
....e lhe men Inllllle the ..ork.. Then. taklo,. aim througb the
c:htnko of the loga, he woolfl pick u« the enemy. The tower
..a.. a tenor to the Confooeratea. They eonbl nnt 11"6 their
.rtlllery a,..lu.t It, that ha"lug been alreae1y qUite .1I~nc""

by the UnIon lJattforl~•. All tbey oouldflo .... to II .... m11.ke~
ball. At It. wblch "'Wetled around Ita corners or bnrleel tbem·
sel"es In lta log.... EDITOJUI.
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THE VICKSBURG MINE.

to exactly the Bame length, and having been care
fully laid, the earth, which had been previously
removed in grain-sacks, was carried back and
deposited in the most compact manner possible,
and well braced by heavy timbers, beyond the junc
tion point of the three galleries. From this point
out to the entrance it was more loosely packed in.
The Confederate garrison, surmising the object in
view, were active in efforts to thwart the purpose
of the Union forces by throwing hand-grenades
and rolling shells with lighted fuses over their
parapet down into the trench in front of the fort.
They also countermined in hopes of tapping the
gallery. 80 near were they to the attainment of
this object that during the last day the miners
could distinctly hear the conversation and orders
given in the counter-mine.

The powder was brought up in barrels and kept
in the main sap at a safe distance from the enemy's
hand-grenades and shells, and there opened and
placed in grain-sacks, each one of which contained
about 25 pounds. These Wel'll taken upon the backs
of the miners. who made the run over the exposed
ground during the intervals between the explosion
of the enemy's shells; and so well timed were these
movementll that, although it required nearly one
hundred trips with the dangerous loads, all were
landed in the mine without a single accident.

The commanding geneI'll1 having been advised
on the day previous that the work would be com
pleted before 3 P. M. of the 25th, general orders
were issued directing each corps commander to
order up the reserves and fully man the trenches,
and immediately following the explosion to open
with both artillery and musketry along the entire
twelve miles of investing line; under cover of
which the assaulting columns, composed of volun
teers from the 31st and 45th illinois, preceded by
ten picked men from the pioneer corps under
charge of the chief engineer, were to move for
ward and take possession of the fort. For an
hour or two previous to the time of the explosion
the scene from "Battery Hickenlooper," where
General Grant and his subordinate commanders
had taken their positions, was one of the most
remarkable ever witnessed. As far as the eye
could reach to the right and left could be seen
the long winding columns of blue moving to their
assigned positions behind the besiegers' works.
Gradually as the hoUl' of 3 approached the boom
ing of artillery and incessant rattle of musketry,
which had been goinK on day and night for thirty
days, suddenly subsided, and a deathlike and op-

pressive stillness pervaded the whole command.
Every eye was riveted upon that huge redoubt
standing high above the adjoining works. At the
appointed moment it appeared as though the
whole fort and connecting outworks commenced
an upward movement, gradually breaking into
fragments and growing less bulky in appell1'&llce,
until it looked like an immense fountain of fuJely
pulverized earth, mingled with Hashes of fire and
clouds of smoke, through which could occasionally
be caught a glimpse of some dark objectB,-men,
gnn-carriages, shelters, etc. Fire along the entire
line instantly opened with great fury, and amidst
the din and roar of 150 cannon and the rattle of
50,000 muskets the charging column moved for
ward to the assault. [See p. 527.] But little diffi
culty was experienced in entering the crater, but
the moment the aSBaulting forces attempted to
mount the artificial parapet, which had been formed
by the falling debris about midway across the
fort, completely commanded by the Confederate
artillery and infantry in the resr, they were met by
a withering fire so severe that to show a head above
the crest was eertain death. Two lines were
formed on the slope of this parapet, the front line
raising their muskets over their heads and firing
at random over the crest while the rear rank were
engaged in reloading. But soon the Confederatell
began throwing short-fused shells over the para
pet, which, rolling down into the crater erowded
with the soldiers of the assaulting column, C&UIled

the most fearful destruction of life ever witnessed
under like circumstances. The groans of the dying
and shrieks of the wounded became fearfnl, but
bravely they stood to their work until the engineerB
constructed a casemate out of the heavy timbe1'll
found in the crater, and upon which the earth W&II

thrown until it was of su1llcient depth to resist the
destructive effects of the exploding shells. As soon
as this work was completed, and a parapet Wall

thrown up across the crater on a line with the faee
of the casemate, the troops were withdrawn to the
new line beyond the range of exploding ahells.
The crater being secured, again the miners were
set at work running a new gallery under the left
wing of the fort. This mine was exploded on the
1st of July, leaving the fort a total wreek.

In the meantime the main sap had been widened
8llfticiently to admit of the eonvenient movement
of troops in "column of' lollI'll" during the con
templated assault, the necessity for which was
happily avoided by"the surrender on the foUow
ing day.

YlCIlI.,.,. nOlI 1" " •.,... "101I A~.



THE TERMS OF SURRENDER.

I. BY JOHN C. PEMBERTON, LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, C. S. A.

,PHILADELPHIA, June 12,1875.
DUB SIR '-1 give you with pleasure my ver·

sion of the interview between General Grant and
myself on the afternoon of July 3, 1863, in front
of the Confederate linell at Vicksburg.

If you will refer to the first volume of Badeau's
life of U. !:I. Grant, you will find a marked discrep
ancy between that author's account of it and mine.
I do not fear, however, to trnst to the honest
memory of auy oftlcer then present to confirm the
statement I shall make.

Passing over all preceding events, I come at
once to the circumstance that bronght about the
personal interview referred to.

Feelinl( assured that it was useless to hope
longer for assistance from General Johnston,
either to raise the siege of Vicksburg or to rescue
the garrison,~ I summoned division nnd brigade
eommanders, with one or two others, to meet in
my quarters on the night of the 2d of July. All
the correspondence that had taken place durinl(
the siege between General Johnston and myself

, For this letter, addreseed to L1eutenant-Colonel
~ohn P. NlchollOU, the Atuerlt'an editor of tbe Comte
dc Paris's" Histery of the CtvU War," we are Indebted
to General Marcus J. Wright, Agent of tbe War Depart·
ment for tbe Collection of Confederate B6t'",,'lla. Bee
Genel'llJ Grant's reply, Bddreued te General Pember
ton, p. 645: 1\110 his paper, .. The Vicksburg Campaign,"
p. 4ll3.- EDITOR"'.
~Among General Pemberton's papers WQlI tonnd 1\

oopy of tbe followlnjf letter, aceompanled hy a note
ata~ng that the orlKlnal had .. miscarried and 11'&8
never reoelved, but General Johnston was Idnd enougb
to tnndsh mc a copy" :

was laid before these oftlcers. After much con
sideration it was advised that I address a note to
General Grant, proposiIllf the appointment of
commiBBioners to arrange terms of capitulation.

The following, having beeu read to the council
and approved, was sent to General Grant under a
flag of trnce by the hands of Major-General J. B.
Bowen, on the morning of the 3d :

.. VICKSBt;RO, July 3d, 1883. M4JOR-GENERAL GR4NT,
Commanding United 8tates Fol'OOll near Vicksburg,
Mlll8lsslppl. GF-NBRAL: I bave the honor te propose
te yon an arml8t1ce of --- bours, with a view to
arraDj[e tenDS ot capltlliation ot Vlcksburjf. To this
end, If agreeable to yon. I 11'111 appoint tbree com
mlll8lonera to meet" like uumber, to be named by your
selt, at suoh place and hour to-day &8 you may lInd
conveule·ut. I make thl8 proposition to save further
eft'ullion of blood, wblch must otberwlae be shed to a
trlgbtful extent, feeling myself fully able to maintain
my position tor a yet Indellnlte period, This ('ommunl·
cation will be banded you under IIag of tmee by Ml\lor
Gcneral John 8. Boweu. I am, General, very respect·
tully, your obedient servant, JOHN C. PBJlBBRTON,
L1eutenant-Oeneral Commanding."

.. JlIne 27. 188S. OKlUIKAL PEll(DKIlTOK: Your dtapatch of
the 22,1 received. Geoe",l E. K. Smith's troops have been
ml"managed, and I,ave faileD ba"k to Delhi. I have sent a
speelal meeeenger, url{!Dg him to ""eum" cllrect commallli.
The ,Ierennlnecl spirit yOll manifest an,1 his espectecl co·
oJ1('ration ellcoura,.e nle to hope that eomf'thlolf may yet be
don" to eave Vlchborll: an,l to IlOstJlOOe bol.h of the modes
lI0,./tf'lted of merely estricatlDg the garrlsoo. NegoUationa
with Grant for tho relief of the If/lrrlllOO. ehoold Ihey become
oeellllsary, muet be made by yoo. It woohl be a coof...lon
of wf'akoess on my I,art, which I oOlfht Dot to make, to pro.
PORO them. When It 1>eclomee neeeoeary to make terme, they
msv be conald""",1 as made onder my authorlty.- J. E.
JOitllllTOlI, General."

Digitized by GoogIe



544 THE TERMS OF SURRENDER.

In due time the following reply Wall handed to
me:

.. HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTJlENT OF THE TSNNEIlSEE,
NEAR VWKSBURG. July 3d, 1863. LmUTBNAN1'-GMlEaAL
JOHN C. PBMBKRTON, Commanding Confederate FOreeB,
etc. GBlllERAL: Your note of this date ill Jnst reoe1ved,
prop08lng an armistice for several boon for the pur
pose of al'mnglng terms of capltulatlou t1lrongh com
millBionel'll to be appointed, ere. The U8Ille8ll effUsion
of blood yon prop08e stopping by this coul'lle can be
ended at any time you may choolll\, by an uncondltlonw
surrender or the city and garrlBon. Men who have
shown 80 much endurance and courage M Bilown now
In Vlcuburg, will wways challenge the respect or an
advel"llary. and I can llIIIIure you will be treated with
BU the retlpect due to pr180ners of war. I do not favor
the propo8ltion of appointing commlllll1onel'll to arrange
the terms of capitulation, bellllUlill I have no terms
other than thosc indicated above. I am, Genl'ral,
very retlpectfuUy. your obedient Bervant, U. B. GRA.NT,
M"'or-General."

I at once expressed to General Bowen my deter·
mination not to surrender unconditionally. He
then stated that General Grant would liko to have
au internew with me if I Wall so disposed, nnd
would meet me at a designated point between
the two lines at 3 P. 11(. that day. [was not
aware that the suggestion had originated with
General Bowen, but acceded to the proposed
meeting at the joint request of my four divitlion
commanders.

On reaching the place appointed, accompanied
by Major-General Bowen and Colonel Montgomery,
then temporarily serving on my personal staff,
I found General Grant and a number of his gen
erals and other officers already arrived and dis
mounted. To the general himseIt, with whom
my acquaintance dated as far back as the Mexican
war,-alI well all to several of the group who sur-'
rounded him,-I Wall formally introduced by Gen
eral Bowen.

After a few remarks and inquiries on either
side, a pause ensued, which was prolonged on my
part in expectation that General Grant wonld in
troduce the subject, the discussion of which I
supposed to be the object of our meeting. Find
ing that he did not do so, I said to him thRt I
understood that he had expressed a wish to have
a persoual internewwith mI'. He replied that he
had not. I was mnch surprised, and, turning to
General Bowen, remarked, .. Then there is a mis·
understanding; I certainlyunderstood differently."
The matter, however, was satisfactorily explained
to me in a few words, the mistake, no doubt,
having been my own. Again addressing General
Grant. I said: "In your letter this 1Il0ming you
state th:lt you have no other terms than an uncondi·
tional surrender." He answered promptly, .. I have
no other." To this I rejoined: "Then, sir, it is un·
necessary that you and I should hold any further
conversation; we will go to fighting again at once" ;
and I added: .. I can assure you, sir, you will bury
many more of your men before you will enter
Vicksburg." General Grant did not, as Badeau
represents, reply, "Very well," nor did he "turn
off." He did not change his position, Dor did he
utter a word. The movement to withdraw, so
far as there was any movement, waH on my part,
a.nd was accompanied by the remark that if he

(General Grant) supposed that I was suffering for
provisions he was mistaken, that I had enough to
last me for an indefinite period, and that Port
Hudson Wall better supplied than Vicksburg.
General Bowen made no suggestiou whatever in
regard to a consultation between any parties dur
ing this interview, all he is represented to have
done by Badeau; but General Grant did at thiB
time propose that he and I should step aside, and
on my assenting, he added that if I had no objec
tion, he would take with him Generals McPherliOn
and A. J. Smith. I replied, certainly, and that
Goneral Bowen and Colonel Montgomery would
accompany me. General Graut then suggested
that these gentlemen withdraw and see whether,
on consultation, they could not arrive at some
satisfactory arrangement. It will be readily un
derstood that I offered no objection to this course,
as it was, in fact, a withdrawal by General Grant
from the position he had so unqualifiedly __
sumed, to wit, unconditional surrender-and it
really submitted, as I had desired it should, the
discussion of the question of terms to a commis
sion, although that commission was DOW neces
sarily an impromptu one.

Pending the interchange of views by the officers
named, General Grant and I remained apart from
them, convening only upon topics that had no
relation to the important subject that brought us
together. The terms which this commission agreed
to propose were in the main those that were
afterward proffered by General Grant, and eventu
ally accepted by me. During this discnssion I
stated to him that all he declined to appoint
commissioners when invited to do so by me, it
was now his part to propose the terms. He
agreed to this, and said I should hear from him
by 10 P. K. When about to part I notified General
Grant that I held myself in no manner pledged
to any agreement, but should consult my division
and brigade commanders. He replied t hat I must
understand him in the like manner, and that he,
too, should consult his corps commanders. With
this our interview ended.

Mr. Badeau's statement is a misrepresentation
of the facts as they occurred, and, whether inten
tional or otherwise, conveys false impressions to
his readen. If he Wall present at the interview
he knows, if he was absent, he could readily have
ascertained, that after General Grant'l5 verbal
declaration that he had no other tel'lDll than un
conditional surrender, all suggestions and all
overtures looking to terms arose directly from
General Grsnt himll6lf, and neither directly nor
indirectly from me or my subordinates. There
was no display by General Grant all to the result
of this interview, nor did he feel indifferent. On
the night of the 3d of July a dispatch Wall int(>r
cepted by my signal-officer from Admiral Portt'r
to General Grant. The former inquired IL!l to the
chances of a surrender on the 4th. Gen(>r.U
Grant replied through the same ml'dillm, men
tioninll' in a general way the tel'lDll offl'red, 6tat
ing that the arrangement was agaifl8t hia fmillgs,
but that his officers advised it on the ground that
it would free his river transportation for other
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important usea,etc., etc. If this message was sent
it should be found in the reports of the signal
oflloora. Will you have it looked up' No doubt

both these gentlemen remember the circum
stances. I am, Colonel, very truly youra,

J. C. PEMBERTON.

II. BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, GENERAL, U. S. A.

THll: following letter, dated New York, Novem
ber 30th, 1884, and printed for the first time in
"The Century" magazine for August, 1887, was
addressed to General Marcus J. Wright, Agent of
the War Department for the Collection of Confed
erate Recorda, by whose permission it is here
given, from the original manuscript.-EDITORS.

DBAB GRNEBAL: Herewith I send you General Pem
berton's account of the surrender of Vicksburg. As
the written matter [printed above] ill "Copy," and sup
pos1ng you have what It hoa been copied from, I do
not return It, though I will if you inform we that you
want It.

A. gentleman from PhlladelpbJa sent me the Rame
matter I return herewith, lal\t summer. I probably left
the paper at I..,ng Branch, but do not know certainly.
All there Is of importance In the matter of the snrren
dcr of Vickllburg 1s contained 1n the correspondence
between General Pemberton and mystllf. The fact Is,
General Pemberton, being a NorthtIrD man command
Ing a Sonthern army, was not at the same l1berty to
lIurrender an army that a man of Bonthem birth would
be. In adversity or defeat he became an ol:\lect of Sll.&
plclon, and felt it. Bowen was a Bouthem mrm all
over. and knew the garrison of Vicksburg had to sur
render or be captured, and knew It was beat to stop
further ell'u81on of blood by surrendering. He did all
he could to bring about that l'eIluit.

Pemberton ill mistaken in IOveral point&. It was
Bowen that proposed that be and A. J. Smltb Rhould
talk O\'er the matter of tbe surrender and submit their
views. Neither Pemberton nor I objected, but we were

not willlng to commit o1ll'llelvOllto accepting sueh·terms
as they might propose. In a short time those olllcenl
retnrned. Bowen acted &8 spokc8IIIan; what he sald
was SUbstantially tWs: The Confederate anny was to
be permitted to march out with the honors of war,
carrying with them their arms, colors, and t1eld-battel"
les. The National troops were then to march ill and
occupy the clt.y, and retain the siege-guns, small-arms
not In the hands of the men, all pUbl1c property remaln
Inl!'. Of COUnle I ~ected the terms at once. I did
11I(1'6C, however, before we separated, to write Pember
ton what terms I wonld give. The correspondence Is
pnblic and speakll for Itself. I held no council of war;
hOl\tlllties having ceased, olllcers and men 800n became
ooqualnted with the reaaon why. Curio~lty led olllcen
of rank-m08t all tbe /(eneral omcera-to villit my
headquartenl with the hope of getting some news. I
talked with them very freely about the meeting be
tweon General Pemberton and myself. our correspond
ence, etc., but In no senae W&8 It a connell of war. I
was very glad to give tbe garmon of Vlckebnrg the
terms I did. There was a cartel In existence at tbat
time wWoh required either party to exebange or parole
all prisone1'll eltller at Vloksbnr/( or at a point on the
James River within ten days after captures or aa 800n
thereafter as practloable. TWs would have uaed all
tile transportation we had for. montb. The men had
1M/lined 80 tHll tAat 1 did not teant to hummate "'em.
1 bdUffd UIat ctmIldertUwn lor IMir leeling. ",auld
ma1I:4l Uw:m luJI dangtJrOtU loa during tile eontinuanu
ollunUliliu, and bllUer eiHzem afln' the tear teU 017flJ'.

I am very much obUjt8d to you, General, for your
courtesy In sending me th6lO papel'll. Very truly your.,

U. B. GRANT.

nl. CORRERPONDENCE BETWEEN GENERAL PBKBBRTON AND GENERALS GRANT AND BLAIR.

GeRerol Pember'km to General Grant: ~

WARRENTON, FAUQUIER, VIRGINIA, January 30,
1874. His Excellency, U, S. GRANT, PUSIDKNT
OF TIlB UNITED STATES, SIR: A statement of
some historic significance and of considerable
interest to me personally, hll.8 lately come to my
notice in a way that induces me to address you as
the single individual competent to confirm or
refute it. I am aware that I have no claim to
your special consideration; should you, however,
deem it not improper to respond to my inquiry,
I shall feel myself indebted to your kindness.
The statement I refer to was from a general oftl
cer of the Army of the Tennessee, and was in the
word!l following:

"It was KCnerally nnde1'lltood In our army tbat Gen
eral JohnRton's conrier, conveying dispatches to yon
prevlollR to the battle of Baker's Creek or Champion
Hll1Il. betm)'cd hill dl8pateh6l\ to General Grant, and alao
your anKwen to General Jolln81on's ordere. I do not
know polIttively from GI'neral Grant theBe facta, but
the matter was spoken of by tl1e oftlcI'ra of our army
In BUch a way 88 to leave no donbt In my mind."

Permit me to add that this information has
tended to confirm my own suspicion, excited at
the timp by the (otherwise) inexplicable delay in

the receipt of General Johnston's dispatch of the
14th of May, which, as you, sir, are probably
aware, was Dot handed tc me until after 5 P. M.
on the 16th, when my army was in full retreat.
My inquiry is confined simply to two points: first,
the truth (or reverse) of the facts discussed by
the officers of the Armyof the Tennessee; second,
the correctness (or the reverse) of my surmises
as to the dispatch of the 14th, above referred to.
I am, sir, most respectfully your obedient servant,

J, C. PEMBERTON.

General Grant to G_al Pember'km:

EXECUTIVE MANSION, WARRINGTON, January
31, 1874, GENERAL J, C. PEMBERTON, Warren
ton, Virginia. General: Your letter of yesterday
was duly received this morning, and the President
authorizes me to say that the statement of the
oftlcer to which you refer was correct, and he
thinks you are also correct as to your surmises in
regard tc the delay in receipt of your dispatch.
He says the dispatcheR were brought in our lines
and given to General McPherson, and by him
immediately brought to headquarters. I have the
honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

LEVI P. LucKEY, Secretary.

~ On the 11ltb of Jannary, 1874, General Pemberton addressed a letter, Anblltantlally to tbe lI&lDe elrect, to
Geneml Frank P. Blalr, wbol6 reply follows General Grant's.-EDITOIlll.
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GtmMal Blair to General Pemberton:
ST. LOUIS, January ~4, 1874. GENERAL J. C.

PEJIBERTON, Fauquier County, Virgiuia. DEAR
GENERAL: I take pleasure, in answer to JOur
letter of the 19th of January, in saying that it was
generally understood in our army that General J.
Johnston's courier, conveying dispatches to you
previous to the battle of Baker's Creek or Cham
pion Hills, betrayed his dispatches to General

Grant, and also your answers to General Johnt>
ton's orders, so that, in fact, General Grant had
the most precise information as to your move
ments and those of General Johnston. I do not
know positively Crom General Grant these facts,
but the matter was spoken of by the officers of
our army in such a way &8 to leave no doubt
in my mind. Very respectfully, your obedient
servant, FB.A.NX P. BLAIR.

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.
May 1sWuly 4th, 1863.

Thecom\lOllltlon. lo...,s. and strength of each army &II here Slated l(I ..e the gist of all t.he <lata obtainable In th.. OlllelaJ
Recor'l1s. K .tands for killed; vr for ",ouDlled: m vr for mortally ...ounded; m for captored or m1aaIog; c ror captured.

UNION FORCES: ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, Maj.-Gen. Ulysses S. Grant.
Z.cor't: A.4tb 01. Cav.. Capt. Embury D. Osband. Enqbuer.: 1st Batt. Eng. Begt. of ~eW6Ilt, Hl\!. W. TwP.eddale.

NINTH ARMY CORPS (joined June 14-11), Ml\!.-Gen.
Jobn G. Parke.
)'IBBT DIVISION. Brllr.-GfIn. Thom88 Welsh.

Fin'Briqtuk. Col. Henry Bowman: 36th M88s.. Lleut.
Col. Jobn B. Norton: 11th Mlcll•• IJeut.-COl Constant
Luce; 77th Mich•• Col. Dorns M. Fox; 45th P&.. Col.
John I. Curtin. TAW Brigtuk, Col. Daniel Leasure: 2d
Mich•• Col. WUUam Hnmphrey; 8th Mlcb., Col. Frank
Grav6fl; 20th MIch•• IJeut.-col. W. Huntington 8mlth;
79tb N. Y., Col. David Morrison; l00th P&., Llent.-Col.
Mathew M. Dawson. ArUlkrJl: D. Pa., Capt. G.W. Durell.
SECOND DIVISION. Brlg.-Geu. Robert B. Potter.

Fir.' Brigtuk, Col 81mon G. GrilIIn : 6th N. H •• IJeut..
Col. Henry H. Peal'8On; Dth N. H.. Col. Herbert B.
Ttt\lll; 7th R. I., Col Zenlloll R. BUaa. &«md Brigade,
Brljf.-Gen. Edward Ferrero: lIlith MaRtI•• Col. 8umner
Carruth; 11th N. H •• Lieut.-Col. MOII68 N. ColUnll: 611lt
N. Y., Col Charlee W. La Gendre; lllllt Pa.. Col. John F.
Hartranft. ThiNt Brigade, Col. Benll\1Dln C. Chrlllt: 29th
M88ll.. Lleut.-COl. Joseph H. Bame8; 46th N. Y •• Col.
J08el>h Gerbardt; llOth Pa.. IJeut.-eol. ThomM 8. Bren
holtz. Arlilkry: L, 2d N. Y.• C"pt. JBCob Roemer.

ARTILLERY RESERVE, E. 2d U. 8., Lieut. 8amuel N.
Benjamln_

THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, M-.I.-Oen. John A.
McClemand, MI\!.-Gen. Edward O. C. Ord.

E.cor't: L, 3d m. Cav.. C"pt. David R. Elpark8.
PIon«rtl: Indpt. Co., Ky. Int.. Capt. Wm. F. Patterroon.

1'IINTII DIVIIIION, Brljf.-Oen. Peter J. OllterbaQ8 (11').
Brlg.-Gen. Albert L. Lee. Brlg.-Gen. Peter J. Oster
h&Ull. 8tall'1088: Big Black BrI.d8e, w, 1.

Fir" Brigade, BrI!t.-Geu. TheopbUn8 T. Garrard. Brljf.
Gen. Albert L. Lee (W). Col. James KelgwiD: 1I8th m..
Col John G. Fonda; 49th Ind.. Col. Jamee Kel/l'Wln.
MI\!. Arthur J. Hawhe, IJeut.-Col Joseph H. Thornton;
69th Ind., Col. Thom88 W. Bennett, IJt'ut.-Col. Oran
Perry; 7th Ky., Ml\!. H. W. Adams. LIeut.-Col. John
LuCllloll. Col Reuben May; l20th OhIo. Col. lIIllft"Ull M.
8plegel Brllt&de lOllS: Port Gtbllon. k.18; W.IOl1; m.
3 = 123. Champion', mu, k, 11; w. 44; m. 13 = 6Il. BIll'
Black Bridge, w, 1. Vlcksbnrg, llll8&ult May IDth. k. 1:
w. 28 = 29; allsllult May 22d. k, U5 : w. 87 = 10l1. 8«>otuI
Brigad", Col LIonel A. 8beldon. Col. Daniel W. LlndfMoy:
54th Inll.• Col. Fielding Man811eld; 22d Ky.• Lleut.-<Jol.
George W. Monroe: 18th Ohio. Capt. EU W. Botsford,
MI\!. Milton Mlllll: 4\11l Oblo. IJllut.-Col. Don A. Pardet'.
Ml\!. WUllam H. WIlIlam8. Col. IJon!'1 A. 8ht'ldon: 114tb
Ohio. Col. Jobn CrBdleballgh (w). IJent.-Col Jobn H.
Kelly. Brigade 10118: Port GlbllOn. k. 15; W. 66=111.
Champlon'8 Hm. k. 6; w. 42; m, 13 =61. Bis Black
Bridge, Jr. 10; w. 14: m. 1 = 25. Vlckllbul1l. lIolMall1t
May 19th, Jr, 1; w. S4 = lIli; _ult May 22<1. k. 14;
w. 63; m, 1 = 78. (Jaml,.,,: 2d m. III 00'8). IJeut.<'ol.
Daniel R. BU8h, Jr.: 3d TIl. (S eo's), Capt. Jobn L. Camp
bell: 6th !tlo. ('l OO'SI, Col. ClArk Wrt.cbt. ea..at.ry 1.-:
Champlon'll HUt. k. 2; W.2=4. ArtUkr7I, Capt. Jacob
T. F08ter: nh Mlch.. Cft,pt. Charlell H. Lanphere: lilt
Wis.. Llent. Cbarles B. Kimball. Lleut. OlM!ar F. Nutting.
Artillery 1088: Port Gibson. 11:. 3: 11',7 = 10. Big BJaek
Brldjfe. w. 4.
TBICTU DIVISION. lbi/{.-GeD. Andrew J. 8m1tb.
~: C, 'th Ind. cav., Capt. ADdrew P. Ga11a«ber.
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,.,.., Brl{JaIU, Brlg.-Gen. Btephen G. Burbridge: 18th
rod., CoL Thomaa J. LuCIUI, M~. Jamllll H. Redll.eld;
80th Ind., Col. Rlohard Owen; 87th Ind., Lleut.-COL
Theodore E. Buehler; 83d Ohio, Col. Frederick W.
Moore; lIlIth Ohlo, CoL J08llph W. Vanoe; 23d Wla., CoL
J08hua J. Guppey, Lleut.·CoL Wmlam F. VtlM. Bri
gade 1088: Port Gibson, w, 8. Champion's Hrn, w,18.
Big Black Bridge, w, 1; m, 1 =~. Vicksburg, aaaault
May 19th, Jr,~; w,15=17; _ult lIIay :nd, k, U; w,
113; 10, ~ => Il8. s-aBrigade, Col. Wrnlam J. LandralD :
Tlth Ill., CoL David P. Grier; \l'Ith ill., Col. Friend B.
Rutherford, Lleut.-C01. Lewis D. Martin; l80th m., Col.
lliathanlel Nllee; ]9th Ky.. Lieut.-Col. John Cowan, M~.
JOll1ah J. Mann: 48th Ohio. Lleut.·CoL Job R. ParJrer,
Col. PeterJ. Bulltvan. Brigade 10118: Port GllllIOn, Jr, ~:
W, 21; m, 8=31. Champlon's Hili. w, 8. Vloksburg,
aasault lIIay 19th, k, 3; W, 15 = 18; WlBault May I12d,
k,"; w, no; m, 30=28&. ArtUla-lI: Mercantile (ill.)
Battery, Capt. Patrlok H. Whtte; 17th Ohio, Capt. Am
bl'088 A. Blount, capt. Charles B. Rloe. Artillery 10118 :
Champlon's HIlI, w, 8. VlcksburR, _nlt May:nd, w, 3.
TW&LrrB DIVIBION. Brlg.-Gen. Alvin P. Hovey.
E-': C. 1st Iud. Cav•• Llent. Jamllll L. carey.Fir., B"tIade, Brlg.-Gen. George F. McGinnis: 11th

Ind., CoL Dantel Maeauley (w), Lleut.-COl. Wllllam W.
Darnall; 2&th Ind.. Col. Willtam T. Bploely (w); 3Uh
Ind., CoL Robert A. Cameron, Lieut.-Col. William
Bwalm (m W), M~. Robert B. Jonllll, CoL Robert A.
Cameron; i8th Ind., CoL Thomaa H. Bringhurst; 29th
WlR., CoL Charles R. Gill, Lleut.-COL Willtam A. Greene.
Brigade 1088: Port GIbBOn, k, 30; w, 187; m, 1 = ~18.

Champion's HUl, k, 103; w,507: m,28=836. Bu.ond
Briqrlde, CoL Jamee R. Blaok: 87th ill., Col. John E.
Whiting; 67th Ind., Lieut.-Col. John A. McLaughlin;
2&th Towa, CoL Eber C. Byam, Lleut...coL John Q. Wilda;
28th lOWa, CoL John Connell; 58th Ohio, Col. William H.
Raynor. Brigade 108lI: Port GIbBOn, k,18; w. ft; m,
11 = 8ll. Champion's Hill, k, 108; w, 384: m,98=I566.
ArfUlerJl" A,1Bt Mo., Capt. George W. Bcholl.eld: 2d
Ohio, Lleut. Augnatua Beach; 18th Ohio, Capt. James
A. lIIttohell (m WI, Lieut. George Murdock, Lleut. Russell
P. TwtlIt. ArtIllery 1088: Port Gibson, W,3.
.-oUBTBZNTB DIVISION, Brlg.-Geu. EUROne A. Carr.
~ .. G,3d OL Cav., Capt. Enos McPhtal (Jr), capt.

Bamuel S. Marrett.
Pint B"t1t11k, Brlg.-Gen. WftUsm P. Benton, CoL

Henry D. Waahburn, CoL David ShunJr: 88d m., Col.
Cb&r108 E. LlpplnllOtt; \19th m., CoL George W. K.
Batley, Lteut.-C01. Lemuel Parke; 8th Ind., Col. David
Bhnnk, lIIl\I. Thomaa J. Brady; 18th Iud., Col. Henry D.
W811hbnm, capt. Jonathan H. Willtams; 1st U. S. (stege
guns), M~. MaurIce Xaloney. Brigade 10RS: Port Glb
lIOn, k, 'll; w, 136=]8~. Champion's HIll, k,l; w,!J =3.
BlgBlaok Bridge. Jr,l; w, ~J; m,l=2&. Vicksburg, as
lI8Ult May 2'Jct, Jr, 81; w, ~73; m, 7=361. 8uond Bri
gade, Col. Cbarlllll L. Harris, Col. WIlliam M. Btone.
Brlg.-Gen. Mlcbael K. Lawler: ~]Bt Iowa, Col. Samuel
Merrill (W), Lleut.-CoL Cornelius W. Dunlap (kl, M~.
Balue G. Van Anda; I12d Iowa, CoL WUltam X. Stene (w),
Lleut.-COl. Harvey Graham (wand c), M~. Joseph B.
Atherton, capt. Cbarlllll N. Lee; 23d Iowa, Col. William
H. Kinsman (k), Col. Bamuel L. Glasgow; 11th Wis.,
Lieut.-CoL Char1ell A. Wood, Col. Charles L. Harrta, M",.
Arthur Platt. Brigade 1088: Port Gibson, Jr, 13; w,
111=101. BII!' BIaoJr Bridge, Jr,~; w, IH=1I21. VlclrB
burg,_ultXayll2d, k, 56: w,~; m. 29=388. ArtU
lerll: A. 2d Ill., Llent. FranJr B. Fenton, capt. Petor
Davidson; 1st Ind., Capt. Martin KlaU88. AnDlery
10811: Port Gibson, k.~. Big Black Bridge, Jr, 1. Vicks
burl!', lUIlIault May 112d, w, 1.

FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, M~.·Gen. William T.
Sherman.
nUT DIV11IION, Maj.-Gen. Frederick Steele.

Pi,..t Brigade, Col. Francis H. Manter, Col. Bernard G.
Farrar: 13th Ill., CoL Adam B. Gorgu ; ~th Mo., Col.
Thom&ll Curly; 29th Mo., Col. James PecJrham; 30th
)fo., Lleut.-COL Otto Schadt: 31st Mo., CoL Thomas C.
Fletcber, X",. Frederick Jaen811h, Llent.-C01. Samuel P.
BtmPllOn; lr.Id Mo., M~.AbJ'Bbam J. Beay. Rrlgade 101111:

VlcJraburg, _ult May 19tb, k, 1; w," = 10; _ult

May 112d, II:, ~; W, 5= 7. s-a Brigtllk, CoL Charlllll R.
WoodB: 25th Iowa, CoL George A. Btone; 31st Iowa,
Col. Willtam Bmytb, M~. Theodore SttmmlJlg; 3d Mo.,
Lleut...col. Theodore Meumann; l~h Mo., Col. Huge
Wangelin; 17th Mo., Col. Francis Hassendeubel (m w),
Lleut.-C01. John F. Cramer; 78th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Wtll·
laID B. WoodB. Brigade loss: Vicksburg, aBll8ult May
19th, k. 1; W, 3 ='; auanlt May ~d, k, 37; W, U5; m,
8 = 190. Third B"tIade, Brlg.-Gen. J obn M. Thay..r: 6th
Iowa, Col. Jamllll A. Willtamson, Lieut.-COL George
Burton; 9th Iowa, M~. Dou A. carpenter, Capt. Fred
erick S. Washburn, Col. David ClU'8kaddon; 26th Iowa,
CoL Milo Bmlth; 30th Iowa, Col. Charles H. Abbott (Jr),
Col. William M. G. TolTtlncO- Brigade lOlls: VlclrBburg,
_ult May 19tb, Jr, 7; w, 63=50; assault May :nd, Jr,
35; w, 119; m, 1 = 1115. Artillerll .. ]st Iowa, Capt. Henry
H. GrtlIIths; F,2d Mo., Capt. Clemens Landgraeber; 6th
Ohio, Capt. Loota Hotrmann. Artillery 10118: VIcksburg,
_nIt May ~ w, 1. Oaflalrll" Kane Connty (lll.)
Company, Lieut. ~homas J. Beebe; D, 3d Ill.. Lieut.
Jonathan Kershner.
SECOND DIVISION, MI\I.-Gen. Frank P. Blatr, Jr.

;nn" Brigade, Col. G1Ies A. Stnlth: 113th Ill., Col.
Georl\"e B. HOI{ll, Lieut.-Col. John W. Paddock; 116th 111.,
Col. Nathan W. Tupper; 8tb Mo., Lleut.·Col. Ira Boutell,
Col. James H. Blood; 8th Mo., Lleut...col. David C. Cole
man; 13th U. S. (]st Battalion), Capt. Edward C. Wash·
Ington (m W), Capt. Charlllll Ewing, Capt. Charles C.
Btnlth. Brigade 10llIl: Vicksburg, _ult May 19th, Jr,
37; w, 156: m, l=:IO'J; BBBault May 2!Jd, k, ~; w, 81;
m, 1=1ln. s-a B"tIade, Col. Thom811 KIlby
Stnlth, Brlg.-Gen. J. A. J. Llghtbum: I15th Ill., Col.
Oscar Malmborg; 127th Ill., Col. Hamilton N. Eldridge;
83d Ind., Col. BenJamIn J. Spooner; 56th Ohio, Lleut.
Col. Cyrus W. FIsher; lfIth Ohio. Col. Americus V. Rice,
Lleut.-COl. Bamuel R. Mott. Brigade loss: VlclrBunrg,
_ult May 19th, k, 29; W, 125; m, 1 = 1115; _ult
May:nd. k, 11; w, '5=58. Third B"tItIIk, Brlg.-Gen.
Hugh Ewing: 80th Ohio, Lleut.-COl. George H. H1Idt,
Col. Theodore Jonllll; 37th Ohio, Lieut.·Col. Loota von
BI088logh, M~. Cbarlllll Hlpp, Col. Edward Biller; 67th
Ohio, Col. Augustus C. Parry; 6th W. Va., Col. Jamllll
H. Dayton. Brigade 1088: VlclrBburg, _ult May 19th,
k,56; w, 19'; m, 8=256; &Boult May ~d, Jr, !J5; w,
118; m, 3 = 1". A rtUlery .. .A, 1st nl.. Capt. Peter P.
Wood; B,lst ill., Capt. Samuel E. Barrett, Lieut. Israel
P. Rumsey; H,ll1t ill.. Capt. Levi W. Hart; 8th Ohio,
capt. James F. Putnam. Artillery losll: Vicksburg,
_ult May 19th, w, !J; IUlsault May :nd. Jr,~. OaetJl'll"
A and B, Thielemann's (TIl.) Battalion, Capt. Milo Thtcle
maun; C, 10th Mo., Capt. D. W. Ballou, Lieut. Ben. Joel.
TIDIlD DIVIBION, BrlR.·Gen. James M. Tuttle.

nr.t Bri.gatk, Brlg.-Gen. Ralph P. BucJrland, Col.
William L. MoMlIlen: lath Ill.. Col. James W. Judy:
lI3d Ind., Col. De Witt C. Thomas; 7~ Ohio, Lleut.-CoL
La Roy Crookett (w), M~. Cbarlllll G. Eaton; 95th
Ohio, Col. Wllllam L. McMillen, Lleut...coL Jeft'el'8On
Brumbaek. BrIgade 1088: Jaekson, k, 6; w, 9=13.
Vloksburg, assault May 19th, k, '; w, 30=36; aall&ult
May 1124, w, 9. Suontl B"tIade, Brlg.-Gen. Joseph A.
Mower: 47th Ill., CoL JohnN. Cromwell (k), Lieut.-CoL
Samuel R. Baker; 5th Minn., 1.)01. LuelWl F. HUbbard;
11th Mo., CoL Andrew J. Weber 1m W), Llllut.-<:o1. Will
Iam L. Barnum; 8th Wls., Col. George W. Robblnll.
BrlRBde 1088: Jackson, k. ] ; w, 9: m,3 = IS. Vleksburg,
_ult May 112d. k. 17; w, 136; m, 29 = 1ft. TA(rd BrI
gade, Brlg.-Gen. Cbarles L. Matthies, Col. JOllOpb J.
Woods: 8th Iowa, Col. James L. Geddes; nth Iowa,
Col. Joseph J. Woods. Lieut.-Col. Samnel R. Edgington;
35th Iowa, Col. Bylve8ter G. Hill. Brigade 10118: Jo.ck
son, Jr, 1: w, 1; m,] = 3. Vlckllburlf, assanlt May 19th,
k,l; W, 1 = 2; &8lIQult May ~~d, w, 5. -ArUUerr!, Capt.
N"lson T. Spoor: E, 1st m., Capt. Allen C. WaterhoWle;
!Jd Iowa, Lieut. JOlltlph R. Reed. Artillery 1088: Jook·
son. w, 8. VlcJrsbnr/l, Rssault May 2~d. k, 1 ; w, ,= 5.
Oa"Gl'll: 6th Iowa, Lleul.-Col. Blmeon D. Swan.

BIXTEENTH ARMY CORPB (detacbment), Ml\l.-Gen.
cadwallader C. Washburn.
FIlUlT DIVIB101I' (joined June 12tb), BrIg.-Gen. Wm. SOlly

Bmlth.
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~t: B, 7th m. Cav., Capt. Hen17 C. Forbee.
Fl,..t Bri{/adt, Col. Jolln III. Loomla: 26th m., 1'41\1.

John B. Harrl.B; 90th m., CoL Timothy O'Meara; lith
Ind., Col. Renben Williams; looth Ind., Lieut.-Col. Al
bert Heath. 8«ond BrOs1ad~, CoL Stephen G. Hieks:
'lith IlL, 1II1\!. Hiram W. Hall; 103d IlL, Col. Willard A.
D1okennan; 16th Mloh., CoL Jolln M. OJ1ver; 48th Ohio,
C"L Charle8 C. Walcutt. Third Brigade, Col. Joseph R.
Cockerill: I17th Ind., CoL Robert F. Catterson; I19th Ind.,
Col. Alexander Fowler; 63d Ohio, CoL WellB S. Jone8;
70th Ohio, III...,. Wm. B. Brown. FourtA Briqad~, Col.
Won. W. Sanford: 48th IlL, Lient.-CoL Lucien Great
bOlllle; 11th Iowa, CoL John M. Coree. ArtUkrII, Capt.
Ww. Cogswell: F,18t Ill., capt. Jobn T. Cheney; I,lst
IlL, Lieut. Wm. N. Lan8lnK; Cogswell, Ill., Lieut. Henry
G. Eddy; 11th Ind., Capt. IIIlchaellllnellcr.
ll'OUIlTH DIVI810N (joined lIIay 18tb to ~tb, and tempo

rarily attaobed to Fifteenth Corps), Bl1g.-6en. Jacob
G. Lauman.

Fim Brigade, Col. I888C C. Pugh: Mst ill.. Lient.-Col.
John H. Nale; Ii3d Ill., Lieut.-Col. Beth C. Earl; Sel Iowa,
Col. Aaron Brown; 33d W18., Col. Jonatban B. Moore.
&eon" Briqrul#!, Col. Cyrus Hall: Uth ill., Lient.-CoL
Wm. Caln, Capt. Augustus H. Cornman; 15th m, CoL
Geo. C. Rogers; 48tb ill., Col. Benj. Domblaaer; 711tb
Ill., Col. Samuel T. BlllI6T; IISd Ind. (tJ'8Jlllferred to
Third Brigade June22d), CoL Walter Q. Gresbam. TAird
BI",gad~, CoL Gco. E. Bryant, Col. Amory K. Johnson:
28tb m., 1'41\1. Hinman Rbodes;~ 111., Col. John Logan,
Lieut.-Col. Wm. Honter; l~th WI.B., Lieut.-Col. DeWitt
C. Poole, Col. Geo. E. Bryant. OaealrJ1: F and I, 16th
Ill., MI\!. James G. Wilson. ArtiUt!I"JI, Capt. Geo. C.
Gumbart: E, ~ Ill., Lieut. Geo. L. Nl.Bpel; K, ~ IlL,
Capt. Benj. F. RodJters; 11th Ohio, Lieut. Anthony B.
Burtou; 7th Oblo, Capt. Stlas A. Burnap; Il1tb Obio,
Capt. Edward Spear, Jr.
PROVl81ONAL D1VIBIOI'l (Joined June Sel), BrIg.-Gen.

Nathan Kimball.
Engelmafl"'. Brigade, Col. Adolph Engelmann: 63d

m., Lieut.-CoL Adolph Dengler; 61st IlL,IIII\!. 81mon P.
Ohr; 10000h IlL, MI\!. John III. Hnnt; l~th Micb., Col. Wm.
H. Grave8. RieAmontl'. Brigade, Col. Jonathan Rich
moud: lRth Ill., Col. Daniel H. Bruah; Mtb Ill., Col.
Groonvll1elll. Mitchell; 126th m.,IIII\l. Wm. W. Wi18b1re;
22d Ohio, Col. OUver Wood. MORIgorMrJI. Bri{/ad#!, Col.
Mtlton Montgomery: '11th Iowa, Col. Jobn A. Garrett;
Sel Mlnn., Col. Chaonoey W. Griggs; 2lltb W18., Lieut.
Col. samuel J. Nasmlth; ~th Wis., Col. Conrad. Krez.

SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 1II1\!.-Gen. Jamee B.
McPherson.

B8eort: jth Co. Ohio Cav., Capt. JohnS. Foster. Loaa:
Port Gibson, w, 1.
THIRD DlVlBIO!I, lIfaJ.-Gen. John A. Logan.

Ell«lrt: A, ~ Ill. Cav., Llent. WllJ1am B. CUmmlllll.
Pir.t Brigad~, RrlgAlen. John E. Smith, Brlg.-Gen.

Mortimer D. Leggett: ~h IlL, Lieut.-Col. Evan Rlcb
ard8 (ltl, 1II1\!. Dantel Bradley; 318t m., Col. Edwtn S.
IIIcCook (w), Lient.-Col. Jobn D. Rees 1m WI, 1II1\!. Rob
ert N. Pearson; "th IlL, Col. Jasper A.lllaltby; 124.th
m., Col. ThoIDB8 J. Sloan: 23d [nd., Lieut.-Col. WIJltam
P. Davis. BrlJtade 1088: Port GibBon, k, II; w, ~=ll2.

Raymond, It, 85: w,1711: m. 2ll=W. Champlon'8 Hm,
It, 22; W, 10&: m, 9 = 185. Vicksburg, R8BIUllt lIIay 22d,
k, 7; 11', T2: m, 2 = 81. Bt!eontJ Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. BUas
S. Dennl8, BrlK.·Gen. Mortimer D. L6gR'ett, Col. lIan
ntng F. Force: soth m.. Llent.-Col. Warren Sbedd:~
Ohio. Col. lIfannlng F. Force, Capt. Fmnclelll. Bbaklee;
68th Ohio, Lleut.-CoL Johu S. Snooll: (k). Col. Robert K.
Scott; 78th Obio, Lient.-Col. Gret'nberry F. Wtles. Bri
gade loa8: Port Glb8on, w,3. Raymond, It, 10; w, T6 =
85. Champlon'8 Hm. k, ~1; w, 189 = ~10. Vicksburg. as
Bawt May ~, W, 6. TAird Briqath, Brlg.-Gen. John
D. StevenBOn: 8th nt, Col. John P. P08t, Llent.-Col.
Robert H. Stnrgess; 17th m., Lieut.-CoL Francl.B M.
Smith, MI\I. Fmnk F. Peata: 81st m., Col. Jomes J. DoI
Una lkl, Col. Fmnkltn Campbell: Uk Mo., 1111\1. Edwin
Wakefteld, Llent.-CoL WtlJ1am S. Oliver (W). Capt. Rob
el't Buchanan, Capt. Wtlltam B. Collins: 32d Ohio, Col.
Benjamin F. Potts. Brigade 1088: Port GIbson. lr, 1: 11',
8: m. 2=11. Raymond, lr, 18; 11', 86; 10, 12=115.

Champion's wn. lr, 7: w, 31; m,18=81. Vlcaburg,
_nit !\lay 22d, k, M: w. :188=~1. ArliliI:rJI. IIII\J.
Charlee J. Stolbrand: D. 18t IlL, Capt. Henry A. Bogertl
(11:), LiflUt. George J. Wood, l.'apt. Frederick SJ1'llT&"
8trom; G, 2d liL, Capt. Frederick Sparreatrom. Lieul.
John W. Lowell; L, ~ IlL, Capt. WllJ1am H. Bolton;
8th lllteh.. Capt. Samuel De Golyer 1m w), Lieot. Theo
dore W. Lockwood; Sel Ohio, Capt. Wtll1am S. WtJ1Ia.lDa.
Artillery 1088: Port GibBon, w, 2. R&)'mond, Y, 1.
Champlon'8 HW, k, 1.
BIXTH DIVIBI05, BrlK.-Gen. Jobn IIIcArthur.

B#orl: G, 1st Ill. Cav., Lieut. Stephen S. Trlpp.
F4,..t Brigade, BrIK.-Gen. Hngh T. Reed: lilt Kan..

CoL Willtam Y. Roberta: 16th Wis., Col.~am1DAllen.
&eonrl Bri{/ade, Brlg.-Gen. Thomas E. G. Ransom: nth
m., Lieut.-CoL Garrett Nevlne (It), Llent.-{'oL James H.
Coates ; 7~ IlL, Col. Frederick A. Starrtug: 9GtlI 111.,
CoL Thomas W. Humphrey, Uent.-<JoL Leander BlaD
den; uth Wis., Col. Lyman III. Ward; 17th Wis.,
Lleut.-Col. Thomas Mclllahon, Col. Adam G. Malloy.
Brigade1088: Vicksburg, _wtMay 19th, k, U : w,no=
12j: _ult lIIay 224, It, 57; w, ~II: m, 32= 86L Third
Brigade, Col. Wtlltam HalL Col. AJexllDder Cbambel'll:
11th Iowa, Lient.-CoL John C. Abercrombie, CoL Will
Iam Hall; 18th Iowa, Col. John ShllDe: lIIth Iowa, CoL
Willtam W. Belknap; 16th Iowa, Lleot.-CoL AddiMn H.
Sanders. Brigade 1088: Vlclu!burg, aaaanJt May 22d, k,
1; 11', ~=3. ArtUkrlf, 1II1\!. ThomaaD.lllaurloo: F,2d
nL, <:'apt. John W. Powell; 1st Minn., Lieut. BeJ117
Honter, Capt. WtlJ1am Z. Clayton; C, 1st lifo.. Capt.
Charles Mann; lOth Ohio, Capt. HamUton B. White.
Lient. WUlIam L. Newcomb.
n:VIlIfTB DIVI8105, BrIg.-Gen. MareellQll M. crocker.

Brlg.-Gen. Isaac F. Qutnby, Brlg.-Gen. Jobn E.
Smith.

E_t: F, jth Mo. Cav., Lleot. Alexander Mueller.
LoRI!: Raymond, It,l: 11',1=2.Par., Briqad~, Col. John B. sanborn: 48th Jnd.. CoL
Nonnan Eddy; l19th Ind., Col. Jeaae I. AlflXaodu; 4th
Mlnn., Lleut.-CoL John E. Tourtellotte; 18th WI.B., CoL
Gabriel Bonck. Brigade 1088: JackBOn, k,'; 'W'. 38=:n.
Champion's Hill, k, I: 11', 51 = N. Vlckaburg, _ult
lIIay22d.,lr,86; 11',1111: m.2=2U. &eontlBril/fldc,CoL
Bamull1 A. Holmes, Col. Green B. Ranm: Nth m, CoL
Green B. Raum, Capt. Plnclmey J. Welsh; 17th Iowa,
Col. David B. HtllI.B, Col. Clark R. Wever, lillY. John F.
Walden; 10th 1'40.. Lieut.-CoJ. Leonidas Horney Ikl,
1II1\!. Franrl8 C. Detmltng; E, 2jtb 1110., Lieut. Dautcl DrUt
0011; 90th Ohio, CoL lIIatthtaa H. Bart1lson, MI\!. !'reD.
Metham. Brigade 1088: Jaclraon.lr,lIO; w,18l1; 10,3=211.
Cbamplon'8 Hill, k, l~: w, 87; m, j = 1011. Vlcllabnr«.
aasanlt lIIa..v 22d, It, 1; 11', 11 = 12. TAira Bri{}adc, Col.
George B. Boomer (k), Col. Holden Putnam, Brllt--Gen.
Charles L. lIIattbles: 98d Ill., Col. Holden Putnam, I.IenL
Col. Nlcholaa C. Buawell, Col. Holden Putnam; Ith Iowa.
Lieot.-Col. Ezekiel S. sampson. Col. Jabes Banbury;
loth Iowa, Col. William E. Small: lIIltb Mo.. Capt.
Benjamin D. Dean. Brigade 1088: Jackaon, It, 1 : Y, 10
=11. Champlon's Hm, k, Ill: w. 888; m, 11=610.
Vlcksbnrg, aaaault lIIay 19th, k,~: 11',3=1: _nIt )lay
~, It, U; 11'.100= lU. ArtUlt!I"JI, Capt. Frank ('. Sanda,
Capt. Henry DIllon: III, 1st Mo., Llent. Juulus W. )la&
Murray: 11th Ohio, Llent. FJetchrr E. Arm"tronjl: Ith
WIs., Capt. Henry Dll1on, Lleut. Samuel F. Clnk: 12th
Wis., Copt. William Zickerlr)[. Artillery 10M: JM'kMn,
w,~. Champlou's Hill, w, 2-
HEBRON'B DIV18101'l (Joined Jane 11). )l1\!.-Gen. Fraud.

J. Herron.
Flm Bragad#!, Brtg.-Gen. Wm. Vand(wer: 37th m.,

Col. John C. BInck; 26th Ind., Col. John G. Clark; 20th
Iowa, Col. Wm. McE. Dye; lUth Iowa. Col. GeoT'fI'C W.
Clark: 38th Iowa, Col. D. Henry HURhes; E. 18t Mo.
Art'y, Callt. Nelaon Cole; F, 1st 1110. Art'y. Capt.
J()(I(\ph Foust. Bt!t!oJtd Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. Wm. W. Ormc:
9Uh m., Col. John McNnlta: 19th Iowa, Lieut.-CuI.
Dantel Kent: 20th WIs.. Col. Henry Bertram; B, 1... MOo
Art'y, Capt. lIIartin Welll.e)".

UJl'A'I"I'ACHED CAVALRY, Col. Cyrus BlIMe:r: 6th 111..
MI\!. ThomB8 A. Apperson: 3d Iowa, !IIllJ. Oliver B. P.
Boott: ~ Wta.. Col. ThollllUl stephena.



ENOAOElIIB1n'Il. Em'd. Wou... u;:"t-Of' Tol41..uti. Hun'lI·
--- --- ---

Port GtbllOn ............. 181 719 2Il 8'76
R..ymond ............. 66 SS9 lIT "~JackllOn.................. ~ 2Ill 7 300
Ch..m~n'l mil......... 610 1,846 187 ~,"1

BII\' B k Bridge ........ S9 237 8 ~79

AllBault of Hay 19....... 167 7TT 8 94~

AIMult of lIIay ~ ....... 600 11.660 U7 8,199
Btege OperationI ........ 11K 619 7 630
Hl.8cel1llllle·. BklrmlBhes. 83 2Il9 ~ 8M

----------
Aggregate ........... 1,6U 7,896 '113 9,8611
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DISTalaI' NORTH-EAST LOUIBIANA~Brlg.-Gen. Grant·. 101llell during the ClBmpatgn were:
ElJall S. Dennie.

DETACHED BJUOADE, Col. GeorKll W. Neeley: 63d m.•
Col. JOlleph B. IIIcCown; l08th Ill., IJeut.-COl Charlel
Tunler; 120tb m., Col George W. McKeatg; 1811t Ill,
Col Geol'Kll W. Neeley. 11I1\1. Joeeph L. Purvll; 10th
III Cav. (600'1). Mllj. Elm P. Sbaw.

Anllc.ul BJUOADE. CollBaac J. Sbepard.
Pr»t of JlillUrm', Bmd. Col. Hiram Bcofteld: 8tb

IA. Col. Hiram Scofteld; 9th IA. Col Hennllll1 IJeb.
~. Eraatnl N. Owen. Ltent.-COL Charles J. Plliue;
11th lA, Col. Edwtn W. Chamberla1n, IJent.-CoI.
Cyrllll SearLll ; 18th La., Lleut. H. Knoll; lit Min••
IJeut.-COI. A. Watson Webber; 3d. MI88,. Col RIchard
H. BalJ1nger.

PwCol Ooodrldl', Ltmdlng, Col. Wm. F. Wood: 1st
Ark•• Lleut.-COl Jamllll W. Campbell; lotb IA. Llent.- The e1feetive forae ranged from 63.000 at the begIDning
Vol Frederick M. Crandall. to 76.000 at the clOll8 of the campaign.

CONFEDERATE FORCES: Lieut.-General John C. Pemberton.

PIll8T DIV1BIOI<.* MI\I.-Gen. W. W. Loring.
Pint Bri{Jatle, BrIg.-Gen. Lloyd Tllgbman (k), Col. A. E.

Beynolda: lit Confedl'll'llte BattaUon, M~.G. H. Fomey ;
11th lIII8I•• Col. Robert Lowry; 15th Ml88.• Col. H. Far
I'tIll: ~h 11I1.81.. Col. D. R. RUIlIpll; II8d. HI8I., Col. J. H.
Wella; \18th Ml.M., Col. A. E. Reynoldl, H~. T. F. Par
ker: MI8I. B..ttery, Capt. J. J. Oowan: Mill. B..ttery,
Capt. Jacob CnlbertBon. Brigade 1011: Champlon'l
HIll. k. 6; w, 10; m. ~=6T. 8ectnttJBrigade, BrIg.-Gen.
WlDfteld S. Featbenton: 3d. HI.... CoL T. A. Hellon; II\Id
141.81.. IJeut.-Col H. J. ReId: 31st HI8I., Col. J. A. Orr;
SSd JlIM.• Col D. W. Huret; let Mis•• BattalJon Sharp
Hooten. MIV. W. A. Bayham. Brigade 10lIlI: Cham
pion's Hill w. II; m.l=8. Third Bri(JatIe, Brll\'.-Gen.
Abram Buford: IITth Ala.. CoL Jamee Jackson; 86th Ala.,
Col. Edward Goodwin; 16th Ala.. Col. Alphell8 Baker
(W): I16th Al.... Col. John 8nodgrau; 9tb Ark., Col.
1_ L. Dunlop; 3d. Ky. (' oo·s). Hl\f. J. H. Bowm..n;
1th Ky•• CoL EdwardCro8l1aDd; Il1th IA.CoLT. H. 800tt;
PoInte Cou~e (La.) ArItllery, Capt. Alclde Bowmchaud.
Brigade 1081: Champlon's Hm,1I:, 11; w,69=50.
ftEVElIIlOII"1I DIVlIIIOIf. Ml\f.-Gen. Carter L. BteveDIIOn.

8ta1r 1081: Champlon'l Hill. k. 1.
Pir" BrigGde, BrIg.-Gen. Seth H. Barton: 60tb G....

Col. Abela Johnlon, L1eut.-COL Robert M. Young; 'lIt
0 .... CoL William E. Cnrt18I; 6IId Ga., Col. R. J. Hender
lIOn; 63d G.... Col 8k1dmore HarrIe (11:), Capt. M. III.
Grantham; 5211 G.... CoL C. D. PhIllips (m). HI\!. John J.
Moore; :MI8I. Battery (HndllOn·s). IJeut. MIlton H.
Trantham; IA B..ttery (Pointe Conp6e ArtIllery). See
tion Co. A. IJeut. John Yollt; IA Battery (Pointe Cou·
pile ArtIllery). Co. C. Capt. Alexander ChWlt. Brigade
10811: Cbamplon·.HUl,k,68: w.IOl1: m.73'1=901, VlcJIe
borg (lI1ege). k. 8: w. 110: m.5=81. &tlond Brigade,
Brlg.-Gen. E. D. Tracy (kl, CoL Iabam W. Garrott, BrIII'.
Geu. Stephen D. Lee: \10th Ala.. Col. Iaham W. Garrott
(kl, (,~1. Edward W. Pettus; II8d. Ala., Col. F. K. Beck;
lIOth Ala.. 001. Ch..rles M.Bhelley, Capt. John C. Francll;
IIUt Ala.. CoL D. B. Hundley (W), Ltent.-COl T. H.
ArrIngton. MIV. G. W. Hathleson: 68th Ala.. Col.
JIIehael L. Wooda (e), C..pt. George E. Brewer; Ala.
B..ttery, C..pt. Jamllll F. Waddell Brigade 10lIlI: Port
Glblon. k. 18; w. 1111; m, 162 = IIT~. Champion's Hill. k.
68: w. 1511; m. llOII=81'. Vlckeburl\' (sIege). k. 79: w.
117: ro, 7= 118S. 7'1lird 1lrltJade, BrIIl.-Gen. Alfred Cum
minI{: 86th Ga.. Col James A. W. Jobnson: SlIth Ga.,
CoL Jeeee A. Gleun. H~. Cb..rlllll Eo Broyles; 89th Ga..
Col. J. T. McConnell (11'). L1eut.-Col J. F. B. JRCkIIOn:
66th Ga.. Col E. P. W..tkln8 (w). IJeut.-COl J. T. 8laugh
ter; 57th G.... Lleut.-COl C. B. Guyton. Col. WlllI..m
Barkuloo; Gil. Battery (Cherokee Art1llery).CllPt. M. V..n
Der Oorpnt. BrIgade 10llll: Champion's Hill. k, 1~1; w,
.e; m. lIOlI=9911. VIcksburg (siege). k.~; W, '6=SlI.
.Ib1u'CA BrlgtJtle. Col. A. W. Reynoldl: 3d. TeDD. (Prov.

Anny), Col. N.J.LI1lArd; 81stTenn.,CoL WUlIatnM. Brad
ford; 6Sd Tenn.• Col. James W. GillespIe: 59tb Tenn.•
Col. WtllJam L. EakIn; 3d. Md. Battery. Capt. F. O. ClaI
home (k). capt. Jobn B. Row..n. Brigade lou: Cham
plon'l Bill. m, 15~. BIg Black Bridge, m. 1~. ViekBburg
(Blege). 11:, 16; w. ~~; m, U = 68. 7'e:MB Legion, Col. T.
N. Waul: 1st BattalJon (Infantry). M",. Eugene S. Bol
lJng: 211 Ii..ttaUon (infantry), Llent.-COl. James Wrigley:
Cav. BattalJon. LIeut. Tbomas J. Cleveland; Art·y 00.•
Copt. J. Q. Wall. Legion 1081: Vicksburg (Blege). 11:,
'7: w, 190: nt.8=W. Allaelted Troop... C, lat TenD.
cav. (Carter's). C..pt. R. B. Vandyke; Va. Battery
(Botetourt Art'YI. C..pt. J. W. J"ohneton. IJent. James P.
Wright.
roRNBy'lI D1VI810N. H~.-Gen.John H. Fomey.

Hibr.rr, Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Louls HEbert: 3d IA.
L1eut.-l."ol S. D. Bn8Iell. M~. David pterIOn (w); ~1et

IA. Col. Charles H. Herrick (m WI, L1eut.-COl. J. T.
PlattBmler; 98th MI8I•• Col W. W. Wlthenpoon; lI'7th
MI.8I.. Col. O. B. Holland; 88th 11I181., C..pt. D. B. Beal ;
6Sd Ml.M., Col. Rll'hard HarrlllOn; 7th Ml88. BattaUon.
Capt. A. H. Dozier; C. 2d Ala. Art·y BattalIon. Lleut.
John R. Bclater; Ark. (Appeal) B..ttery. capt. W. N.
Hogg (k). Llent. R. N. Cotten. Brigade 1088: VicJIe
burg (Blege), k. 1119; w, 6116; m.II1=695. Moore', Brf
gade. BrIg.-Gen. John C. Moore: 87th Ala., Col. J. F.
Dowdell; 60th Ala.. Col John H .. Higley; ~d .Ala•• CoL
John W. Portis, IJent.-COl. Thomas C. Lanier; let Ml.M.
IJgbt Art·y (BatterleR A. C. D, E. G. and I), Col. WlllJam
T, Wlthen; 86th MI8I•• CoL WfllJam S. Barry. Lteut.
CoL C. R. Jordan; 60th HI8I.. CoL W. B. Colbert: 2d
Tex.. Col. Aehbel Smith; Ala. Battery, Capt. H. H.
Bengstak; La. Bllttery (PoInte Cou~ Art'y). Capt.
Wllli..m A. DavfdllOn. Brigade lou: Vicksburg (sIegel.
11:, 1111; w. SIK = 6115.
lIIIlTH'8 DIVI8ION. H~.-Gen.Ml&rtIn L. Bmlth.

Fir" Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. W. E. Baldwtn: 17th IA.
001. Robert Richardson; 81.t lA, Col. B. H. Grlftln (k).
Lleut.-COl. J ..mllll W. Draugbon; 'th MlSI., Llent.-COl
T. W. Adaire (w). capt. Thomas P. Nelson; 68th MI8I..
Col. C. W. Beare; Tenn. Battery, Capt. ThomRII F.
Tobin. Brigade 1088: Port Glbeon. k. 111; w, 611; m.
lIT = 8'7. VaulIAn" Bri(JatIe, BrIg.-Gen. J. C. V..ughn:
60th Tenn., Capt. J. W. Bacbman: 81st Tenn•• Lleut.
('(ll Jamllll G. ROIl8; 8'ld Tenn., Col. Jobn A. Rowan.
Third Brluade. Brlg.-Gen. Franell A. Sboup: \18th
LB., Col. Wlncb6Rter H..ll (W), Lleut.-COl William C.
Croll'; IITth IA. Col. L. D. Marke (In wl. Llent.-Col. L. L.
McLaurin (k), Capt. Joeeph T. Hatch: \l8tb La.. Col
Allen ThomRII; Ark. Battery (HcNally'I). Brigade 1088;
VIClkeburg (BIegel. k. lOT; w, 199 = SOlI. MUftalppI 8ttIU
n-oop. (under Vaugbn's oommllnd). Brlg.-Gen. John V.
HarrIe: 6th Reg"t. Col. H. C. Boblnson; 3d BattalJon•
L1ent.-COl. ThomRII A. Burgin. AU4e1led n-oop. .. Uth

•
•

*Tbe lDl\Ior portIon of thla dh1slon WIUI eeparated from Pilmberton after the battIe of Cbamplon's ali, and Joined tbe
fOl'lllll wtt.b General JOII8JIh E. Jobnston (Pemberton's superior oaJoer) at JaoUon. Mlael8llppl.- EDITOaI.
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MIM. Art'7 Battalion, H~. H. 8. Wanl.: HIM. Part1IIan
Rangers, Capt. J. 8. 8m7th.
BOWEN'8 DlV1810N, M~.-Gen. John 8. Bowen.

Fir.' ,M.1880url) Brigad~, Col. Francie M. Cockrell: 18t
and loth Mo" CoL A. C. Riley: :ld Mo., Lleut.·CoI. P. 8.
8enten7 (kl, M~. ThomBlll\I. Carter: 3d MO.,Lleut.-CoL
F. L. Hubbell (m w), Col. W. R. GaWIC, MI\!. J. K.
McDowell; 5th Mo., Lleut.-eoJ. R. 8. Revier, CoL Jamell
McCown; 6th Mo.. CoL Eugene Erwin (11:), M~. 8tephen
Cooper; Mo. BatterT (Gulbor'e), Lieut. William Corkery,
Lieut. CornellUll Helferman: Mo. Battery, Capt. John
C. Landle. Lleut. John M. Laugan; Mo. Battery,
(Wade'e), Lieut. Rlobanl. C. Waleb. Br\glMIe 10M: Port
Glbl!OD, Jr. 13; w, 97; m, Il6 = 2011. Champlon'e Hill, k,
65; W, 293: m. 2'2 = 600. Big Black BridRe, k, 2. Vlcke
burg (megel, k, 113; w,loIo6= 559. SUo7UI Brigade, Brlg.
Gen. Martin E. Green (11:), Col. T. P. Dockery: 15th
Ark.. Capt. Caillb Davie: 19th Ark.• Col. T. P. Dockery,
Capt. Jawee K. Norwood; 20th Ark., Col. D, W. Jonee;
21et Ark., Col. J. E. Cravene, Capt. A TTler; let Ark.
Cav. Battalion (dlemouuted), Capt. Jobn J. Clark; 12th
Ark. BattaUon 8l1ar1Hbooten. Capt. GrUt Bayne (w),
Lieut. John 8. Bell: 18t Mo. Cav. (diemounted), CoL
Elijah Gatee, M~or William C. Parker; 3d Mo.
Cav. (dlemounted), Captain FeUx Lotepe1oh; 3d Mo.
Battery, Captain William E. DawllOn; Mo. Battery
(Lowe'e), LllIutenantTbomBII B. Catron: 8tlrman'R Bat
talion, Colonel Rall. 8Urman. Brigade loee: Port Glb
eon, k, 17; w, 83; m, 1~=~ Champion's H111, k,
65: w, 137; m,65=:M8. Big Black Bridge, 1<, 1; w,9;
m.l012=1022.

RIVER·BA'rl'ERIEB, Col. Edwanl. Higgins: let La.
Artillery, Lieut.-Col. D. Beltzhoover; 8th La. ArtIllery
BattaUon, M~. F. N. Ogdeu: 23d La., Capt. Bamnel
Jonee; 1st Tenn. ArtIllery, Col. A. Jackeon, Jr.: Tenn.
Battery, Capt. J. B. Camthen; Tenn. Battery, Capt. T.
N. Johneton: Tenn. Battery, Capt. J. P. Lynch: M1all.
Battery (Vaiden). Capt. 8. C. Baine.

M18CELLANEOU8 TROOPS: 54th Ala. (detal'hment),
Lleut. Joel P. Abney: City Guardll, Capt. E. B. Martin;
MIM. Cavalry, CoL Wirt AdalDll.

JOHN8TON'8 FORCES (engaged only at Raymond
and JackllOn), General JOIl6ph E. Johnetou \In ohief
command of the departmenle of Generalll Bragg, E.
Kirby Bmith, and Pemberton).

fJrqm'. Brigtuk, Brig.-Gen. John Grelrg: let TeDD.
BattaUon. M~.8. H. Colms: 3d Tenn., CoL C. H. Walker;
10th and 30th Tenn., CoL R. W. MacGavock Ik), Lleut.
Col. JamllllJ'. Tnm6r: Io1st TeDD., CoL R. Farquhareon:
50th Tenn.. Lleut.-eoL T. W. Beaumont (WI; 7th Tex.,
Col H. B. Granbury; Mo. Battery, Capt. H. M. Bled-..
Brigade 1088: Raymond, 1<, '13; w, 251: m, 190=61'.
our. Brigade, CoL Peyton H. Colquitt: '8th Gs. (6 co'e),
Capt. T. B. Hancock; Uth Klaa., Lleut.-CoL W. L Do8ll:
~th 8. C., Lleut.-eoL ElllllOn Capen; MIM. Bat·y, Capt.
J. A. Boak1nJl. BrI~e 1088: JackllOn, k,17; W, 810: m.
U8 = 198. lValker'. Brigade, BrIIt.-Gen. W. H. T. Walker:
let Bat'n Ga. 8hllrp-ahooters, M~• .A. 8haalf; Oa. Bat·y,
Capt. R. Martin. U_~,3d Ky. (mounted), CoL A.
P. Tbompeon: 8th Ky. (mounted), CoL H. B. Lyon.

Atter Grant'a withdrawal froID J'B<'kllOn to Vlckeburg
the reeDlorcemenle J'e(-.e1ved by Johnston conaillted oltha
brigades of RUllt aud Maxey from Port HudBon: Ector'a
and McNalr'e brigadC8 and the dlv1lllons of Brt'ddnrldge
and W. H. JackllOn from Tennoaaee; Evans's br1gnde
from Cbarleeton; and the dlv1eIon of Lorlnlt. from the
force under Pemberton. [Bee p. 108'1.] On June 4th John
atou'e efl'eetlvllII numbered, acool'dlng to hie own report,
~,ooo. (See a1llO pp. '78, ''19, 1080.]- EDlTOJl8.

Incomplete reporte of Confederate loeaea from )(a71et
to July 3d, Inoluelve, aggregate1~k11led, 35'12 'Wounded,
and 422'1 captured or mIMIng =9Ol59. Complete rcturnll
would doubtleea ewell the number to over10.000. Aooonl.
Ing to the parole Uele on lIle In the War Department the
number aurnlndered on July loth waa 29.'91. Of eoul'Nl
thle Inoluded all the non-eombatanta. Pemberton'a
~teetavailable force, Including the troopa oonlront
Ing Grnnt at Raymond and Jaekeon, probably numbered
over 100,000. General Grant eettmated It at nearly 80,000.
General Pemberton aaye In hie olllcial report that when
he moved within the defenlleS of Vlckaburg hie eJfeetive
ag~gatedid not exceed 28,000.

W'lUIClX or TO .. BTAll or THE WBBT," IN THE TALLAlLlTCllIE RIVER, OPPOSITE TUB 8TTB OP
roaT PEJIBEBTON.' FBOJI A PHOTOGRAPH TAJUl:lf IN 188'1.

It WBll tbe lte!W1er star 0,' 1M lV,.t that WB8 need In
the uneucoeaeful eWort to ret'Dloroe Fort 8umter In Jan
uarY,I881. Bhe WB8 aeluod by the Confederatee nt In·
dlanula, Texaa, In Aprll,l881. (Bee Vol. I., p. 8~) B.B.
Morgau, of Greenwood, MI8alealppl, wrote to the editors,

January 12th. 1888, that the Btar of tile Wut W811 sunk In
the Tallabatohle on March 13th, 1883, under the parapet
of FortPemherton, to preventUnion gnn-boat&, that bad
entered by way of Yazoo PBlIlI, from pBllll1nIt from the
Tallabatohie Into the Yazoo River. (Bee map, p. 442.)

Digitized by GoogIe



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

BY PROFEBBOR JAMES RUBBELL SOLEY, U. B. N.

By the 1st of July, 1862, the Mississippi had been traversed by the fleet of
Davis from Cairo down, and by that of Farragut from the Passes up,

and the only point where the Confederates retained a strong foothold was
at Vicksburg. The objects of the liver operations were to establish commu
nication from the Ohio to the Gulf, and to eut off the important supplies
drawn by the Confederacy from Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas. The com
manders of the Mississippi squadron during this period were, first, Charles
Henry Davis, and later, David D. Porter, the transfer of the command taking
place October 15th, 1862. The operations of the navy at this time were
unique in maritime warfare in the energy and originality with which com
plex conditions were met.

After the defeat of Montgomery's flotilla at Memphis, on the 6th of June,
by the combined forces of Flag-Officer Davis and Colonel Ellet [see Vol. I.,
pp. 449-459], the Mississippi squadron remained at Memphis for three weeks.
Immediately after the battle Davis had formed the project of sending a
force up the Arkansas and White rivers to cut off the Confederate gun-boats
which were supposed to have taken refuge there, among them the Van Dorn,
the only vessel remaining of Montgomery's flotilla. Davis did not know that
the Van Dorn had made her way into the Yazoo. There were, however, two
Confederate gun-boats in White River, the Mau,repas and Pontchartmin,
which had previously been in the flotilla of Hollins at Island Number Ten
the former under Lieutenant Joseph Fry and the latter under Lieutenant
John W. Dunnington.

On the 10th Davis received a telegram from General Halleck urging him to
open communication by way of Jacksonport with General Curtis, then mov
ing through Arkansas toward the Mississippi. Davis accordingly altered his
plan, and directed that the expedition should confine its operations to the
White River. The force detached for the purpose was composed of the
iron-clads Mound City and St. Louis, and the wooden gun-boats Conestoga and
Tyler, under Commander A. H. Kilty, of the Mound City, and the 46th
Indiana, Colonel Graham N. Fitch. Ascending the White River, the expe
dition arrived on the evening of the 16th in the neighborhood of St. Charles,
ninety miles from the mouth. [See map, p.442.]

Anticipating this movement, Hindman had taken steps to obstruct the
channel at this point, where the first bluffs touch the river. One hundred
men, under Captain A. M. Williams, C. S. Engineers, were the only force
which could be spared for the defense of the place, and their only arms were
thirty-five Enfield rifles which Hindman had impounded at Memphis.
Lieutenant Dunnington had placed two rifled 32-pounders in ba.ttery on
the bluffs, and had manned them with part of the crew of the Pontchartrain.
Finally, Fry had stationed the Maurepas in the river below.
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The approach of Kilty's gun-boats was first discovered on the afternoon of
June 16th. Expecting an immediate attack, Fry placed the Maurepas across
the stream and prepared to defend her. Finding that the gun-boats remained
below, Fry now landed his guns and scuttled his ship, sinking her across the
channel. Two transports also were sunk, and the imperfect obstruction thus
created was completed about daylight. During the night a small rifled Parrott
gun was placed in position four hundred yards below Dunnington's battery,
under Midshipman F. M. Roby. Two rifled Parrott 8-pounders were also
moved up soon after daylight, and placed near Roby's gun, and the three
guns were manned by the crew of the Maurepas, and fought personally by
Fry, the senior officer present. Below this second battery Captain Williams
was stationed with his thirty-five men, those without arms having been sent
to the rear. He was presently reenforced by the 12-pounder howitzer from
the Maurepas, manned by some of her crew. The total force under Fry's
command comprised the men with Williams, and 79 seamen from the two
gun-boats,- in all, 114 persons, to resist the attack of Fitch's Indiana regi
ment, and four gun-boats, two of them iron-clads. Rarely has it happened
to such a feeble force to accomplish so much by a determined resistance.

Early on the morning of June 17th the troops landed about two miles
below the bluffs. At half-past 8 the gun-boats advanced to the attack, the
Mound City ahead, followed closely by the St. Louis, the Lexington and the
Conestoga bringing up the rear. rrhey moved slowly, endeavoring to discover
the enemy's position, but in total ignorance of the whereabouts of his gum:,
which were covered by the trees and bushes on the bluffs. About 9 o'clock
Williams's men were engaged by Fitch's skirmishers. The firing disclosed
the enemy's advanced position, and the gun-boats opened a heavy fire of
grape and shell upon it, compelling Williams to fall back. Fry's battery of
four light guns, manned by the crew of the Maurepas, now became engaged
with the gun-boats. At 10 Dunnington opened with his rifled 32-pounders.
Kilty had now to some extent made out the location of the Confederate guns,
and, moving up, replied with a rapid fire, aimed carefully in what was
supposed to be the direction of the batteries, the vessel taking a position at
point-blank range from both of them. At the same time Fitch sent word to
him that the troops were ready to storm the batteries, unless he desired to
silence them with the gun-boats. Kilty, unfortunately for himself and his
crew, gallantly decided on the latter course.

The Mound City had been in position less than half an hour, about 600
yards from the batteries, when one of the 32-pounder rifle shot, directed by
the skillful and experienced eye of Lieutenant Dunnington, penetrated the
port casemate of the Mound City just forward of the armor, or, as Colonel
Fitch rather comically described it in his report, "the larboard forequarter
of the gun-boat," and, after killing 8 men at the gun, struck the steam-drum,
and went through it directly fore and aft. At the time, the Mou,nd City was
turning her wheel over slowly, and, being in slack water, the wheel kept on
turning until the steam was exhausted, and the boat slowly forged aheAd,
running her nose directly under the battery. Lieutenant Blodgett immedi-
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ately ran up in the Conestoga, with great gallantry, and making fast to the
Mound City, towed her away from the bank and out of action. Fitch, seeing
the catastrophe, and apprehensive lest another fortunate shot from the enemy
should deprive him of his support afloat, gave the signal to cease firing, and
assaulted the works simultaneously in front and in flank. They were quickly
carried; Dunnington and Williams made good their retreat, but Fry, who was
badly wounded, was taken prisoner with about thirty of his men. General
Hindman reported the Confederate loss as 6 killed, 1 wonnded, and 8 missing.

The scene on board the Mound City, upon the explosion of the steam-drum,
was beyond description. The gun-deck was at once filled with scalding
steam, and many of the crew were- instantly killed,-literally cooked alive.
Others, in an agony of pain, jumped into the water, where they were shot at
by sharJrshooters from the bluff, under orders from Dunnington and Williams.
The boats from the other vessels put off at once to the rescue, and were
riddled with shot while picking up their comrades. Out of 175 officers and
men on board the Mmmd City, only 23 answered to their names at the roll
call that evening, and these were men and boys that were in the shell-room
and magazine when the explosion took place. The only officers unhurt were
Dominy, the first master, and McElroy, the gunner. Eighty-two men per
ished in the casemate, 43 were killed in the water or drowned, and 25 were
severely wounded. The latter, among whom was the gallant Kilty, were sent
at once to Memphis in the Conestoga. The Mound City remained at St.
Charles, under First Master John H. DubIe, of the Conestoga, with a crew
of one hundred of Fitch's men, her injuries being temporarily repaired.

The expedition continued up White River as far as Crooked Point Cut-off,
63 miles above St. Charles, where the gun-boats were compelled to turn back
by the falling of the water. Halleck and Grant meantime had" decided to
increase Fitch's command by the addition of two regiments, which sailed for
White River on the 26th of June, under convoy of the Conestoga. Commander
John A. Winslow, of Kearsarge-Alabama fame, who was at this time in com
mand of the forces afloat in White River, was ordered to give additional
convoy as far up as the state of the water would permit. The bulk of the
naval force was then withdrawn, the Lexington remaining to support Fitch in
his subsequent operations up the river. Curtis reached Helena on the 13th
of July without communicating with the gun-boats. [See p. 445.]

During the months of May and June, 1862, Farragut's fleet had been slowly
working up from New Orleans, receiving the surrender of the principal
cities on the way, and having an occasional encounter with the Confederate
batteries along the river. None of the latter were at this time of any great
importance, although those at Grand Gulf inflicted some damage on two of
the gun-boats which attacked them on June 9th. No serious obstruction,
however, to the passage of the river from Cairo to the sea now existed, except
at Vicksburg.

The advance division of Farragut's squadron under Commander Lee in the
Oneida had summoned Vicksburg to surrender on the 18th of May, but had
met with a refusal. Farragut, arriving soon after, held a consultation with

VOL. III. 38



COLONBL CHABLB8 BIVBU BLLBT.
FROM AN AJlBBOTYPB.

554 NAVAL OPERATIONS IN THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

General Williams, who commanded a
small detachment of Butler's army,
and the two came to the conclusion
that they had not enough men to
make an attempt on Vicksburg with
any hope of success, and Farragut
went back to New Orleans.

Soon after, Farragut received press
ing instructions from the Navy De
partment to attack Vicksburg, and in
consequence returned up the river
with his squadron, the mortar-boats
under Porter, and 3000 troops under
Williams. On the night of the 26th of
June Porter placed his mortar-boats
in position, nine on the eastern and
eight on the western bank, the latter,
as at New Orleans, being dressed with
bushes to prevent an accurate deter
mination of their position. The next
day they opened upon Vicksburg. On
the 28th Farragut passed the batteries

with all the vessels of his fleet, except the Brooklyn, Katahdin, and Ken
nebec, which dropped back, owing to a too rigid adherence to their original
orders. No impression of any consequence was made on the forts, nor were
the ships lpaterially injured, notwithstanding the great advantage which
the forts possessed in their plunging fire. The Harf/ord was principally
damaged by the battery above the town, which was able to rake a passing
ship in a position from which the latter could not reply. Farragut, in his
report of July 2d, sums up the situation with the phrase:

"The forts can be passed, and we have done it, and can do it again as often as may be
required of us. It will not, however, be an easy matter for us to do more than silence the
batteries for a time, as long as the enemyhas a large force behind the hills to prevent our land
ing and holding the place."

While Farragut with the Western Gulf Squadron, so called, was passing
the batteries at Vicksburg, the Mississippi flotilla was still at Memphis, except
the rams now commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Alfred W. Ellet, which had
left Memphis about the 20th, and arrived above Vicksburg on the afternoon
of the 24th. Here Ellet opened communication with Farragut across the
neck of land opposite Vicksburg. Farrngut replied, suggesti~g the coopera
tion of Davis's iron-clads. Davis received this message at Memphis on the
28th, and the next day started down the river. Duri,ng the interval, Ellet's
audacity was rewarded by another extraordinary success. Taking the J.lloll
arch and the Lancaster, the latter under Charles Rivers Ellet, a mere boy
nineteen years of age, he steamed fifty miles up the Yazoo River. Ellet
was in perfect ignorance of what he might find there, whether batteries, gun-
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boats, or torpedoes. His rams carried no armament. As a matter of fact
there were at the time in the river two of Hollins's former fleet, the Polk and
the Livin.fJston, and the last of Montgomery's vessels, the Van Dorn. These
were tied up abreast of a battery at Liverpool Landing, and above them
was a barrier made from a raft. The Arkansas was at Yazoo City above
the barrier, completing her preparations. The officer in charge at Liverpool
Landing, Commander Robert F. Pinkney, on the approach of the rams set
fire to his three gun-boats, and the purpose of Ellet's visit being thus easily
accomplished, he withdrew again to the Mississippi.*

Davis arrived above Vicksburg on the 1st of July, and joined Farragut with
four gun-boats and six mortar-boats. The fleets remained here at anchor
for several days, while the army was attempting to make a cut-off across the
neck of the land opposite Vicksburg, and thus create a new channel out of
range of the batteries on the bluffs. During this time Porter continued his
daily bombardment. Beyond this nothing was attempted, there being no
force of troops to make it worth while.

While matters were in this condition, it was resolved between the two flag
officers that a detachment of gun-boats should make a reconnoissance in
force up the Yazoo River. The shoalness and narrowness of the stream
led them to take vessels of the upper squadron in preference to those of
the lower, and the following were selected: the Carondelet, Commander
Henry Walke; Tyler, Lieutenant William Gwin, and Queen of the West. The
Al"kansas, atl armored raUl with· a heavy battery, was known to be up the
river, and Farragut in his report mentions her as oue of the objects of
investigation. The fleet met the ram as she was descending the river at a
point six miles from its mouth [see p. 5i2]. The Queen of the West, which
had no weapons except her ram and the muskets of the sharp-shooters, and
possibly a borrowed howitzer, immediately rounded to and proceeded down
the river. The Tyler, a very vulnerable wooden gun-boat, also retreated,
placing herself under the protection of the Carondelet. The latter therefore
became the principal antagonist of the Confederate ram. It now became a
question for Walke of the Carondelet to decide whether he would advance to
meet the Arkansas bows on, trusting to the skillful management of the helm
to avoid a ram-thrust, or would retreat, engaging her with his stern guns.
He chose the latter course.)

*Lieutenant-Colonel Alfred W. Ellet soon after
received a brigadier-general's commission, with
instructions to organize and equip the Mississippi
Marine Brigade for future work in patrolling the
river. He also received commissions for such
of his men as he chose to recommend. Charles
Rivers ElIet, though but nineteen years of age,
received a colonel's commission, and succeeded to
the command of the ram fleet which his father,
Charles ElIet, Jr., had created.-EDJTOR8.

JIn a note to the editors Admiral Walke states:

.. Wben the 7'ykr Wll8 pll8slnll' the OarontUlet, I hailed
thp I'Ommander of the 7'ykr, and ordered him to go
down to our fteet and report the arrival of the Arkan
_; bnt the 7'tIkr ran under the protection ot the

Oarondelel. The latter, while advancIng, fired 8Cveral
rounds ot her bow-guus nnd all her starboard broad81de
gun8 at the Ark.aMtU, which, returning the fire, raked
the Oaronddd from 8tem 10 stern, 8triklng her forwlU'd
three tlme8. One 8hot glnnced on Ihe forward platIng.
one went through It ond broke up, one from forward
pll88ed through Ihp olBcers' room8 on the 8tarboard RIde,
and through the captaln'8 ooblu. Being a 8tern-whpel
boot, the Oarondelr.l required room and time to tum
around. To l1\'old being sunk Immedlotel~-,8he turned
and retreated. I was not such It simpleton as to •toke
the bull by the horns,' to be fatally rammed, and 8acri
flee my command through fear of the criticisms of I1ny
man, or the vaunting opinion of much leslI-experienced
omears. It I had contInued fightIng, bows on, lu that
narrow river, a oo1ll810n. which the enemy desired,
would have been Inevitable, and would have 8Unk the
Oarondelelln a few mlnute8."
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TBJI CONFKDBBATJI BAlI .. ABJU.N8U" BUllllING THBOUGH THE mnON FLB&T AT VICIUlBUBO, JULT lI, ll1l12.

The Arkansas was decidedly the superior vessel. Apart from the fact that
she was larger, and had at the beginning of the contest somewhat greater
speed, she had a more efficient battery, and a far more complete and impene
trable armor protection. Indeed the Eads gun-boats, of which the Carondel.et
was one, were by no means fully armored, their two and one-half inch plating
on the casemate covering only the forward end and that part of the sides
abreast of the machinery. The stern was not armored at all. The side
armor had no heavy backing, and such as it was could only ward off a shot
directly abeam. It was by no means a complete protection to the boilers, as
was shc;>wn in the catastrophe at St. Charles. The Arkansas on the other hand
had three inches of railroad iron surrounding her casemate, with a heavy
backing of timber and cotton bales. She had, besides, her ram, which
experience had shown was a weapon much to be dreaded. However, the
position adopted by Walke was the one which, by exposing his weakest
point, gave the enemy the benefit of his superiority. The Carondelet, instead
of presenting her armored bow, armed with three rifled guns, 30, 50, and
70 pounders, presented her unarmored stern, armed with two smooth-bore
32-pounders. That she escaped total destruction in the running fight of an
hour or so that ensued with the two 8-inch guns in the Arkatlsas's bow is
little short of a miracle. Walke made a very good fight of it, and both he
and Gwin of the T.yler, who pluckily supported the Carondelet, inflicted
much injury on their antagonist, riddling her smoke-stack so as nearly to
destroy her speed, wounding her captain twice, damaging her wheel, and kill
ing her Y&zoo pilot. When near the mouth of the river, the Carondelefs
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steering gear was disabled and she ran in close to the bank, where the water
was too shoal for the Arkansas to follow her. The latter, therefore, passed
her, the two vessels exchanging broadsides, and the Arkansas continued on
her course to Vicksburg.

Her approach caught the two flag-officers fairly napping. Notwithstand
ing their knowledge of her presence in the Yazoo, and the heavy firing that
had been heard for more than an hour, there was, out of the combined fleet
of twenty vessels or thereabouts, but one that had steam up, the captured
ram Gentffal Bragg, and she did nothing. The Arkansas dashed boldly
through the mass of clustered vessels, receiving the broadside of each ship
as she passed, and delivering her fire rapidly in return. Her audacity was
rewarded by success, for though she was badly battered, she was neither
stopped nor disabled. On the other hand, her shot, penetrating the boiler
of the ram Lancasttff, used up that vesfilel and caused considerable loss of life
among her crew. The Benton, Davis's flagship, got under way after Brown
had passed, and followed him "at her usual snail's pace," to borrow Davis's
phrase, without overtaking him. In a few minutes the Arkansas was under
the guns of Vicksburg.

A week before, on the 7th of July, Farragut had written to the department
that he hoped" soon to have the pleasure of recording the combined attack
by army and navy, for which we all so ardently long." In the course of the
week that had elapsed these hopes had been pretty well extinguished. The
canal had turned out a failure, and the prospect that a considerable force of
troops would arrive had been growing every day more remote. Before the
.Arkansas made her appearance, therefore, Farragut had already been medi
tating a return down the river, and the falling of the water and the prevalence
of sickness in his crews admonished him to hasten. He also wished to dam
age the A.rkansas in the rush by, so as to recover in some measure the pres
tige lost through her successful passage of the fleet. Preparations were
therefore made for the descent on that very afternoon.

Already on the 10th Porter had left his station below Vicksburg with twelve
of his mortar-boats, which were to be sent round to the James River. Most of
the gun-boats of the mortar-flotilla went with him to tow the schooners down.
The force that remained was composed of six mortar-schooners, under Com
mander W. B. Renshaw, with the ferry-boat Westfield. On the afternoon of
the 15th these were moved up into position on the west bank of the river (with
the exception of one, the Sidney C. Jones, which had run on shore and was
blown up), and by half-past 3 they were engaged with the batteries. Davis,
in the river above, also stationed three of his vessels, the Benton, Louisv·ille,
and Cincinnati, in position to attack the upper batteries, and to aid in cover
ing Farragut's passage. Toward 7 in the evening the fleet got under way,
consisting of the four sloops, the Hartford, Richmond, One·ida, and Iroquois,
four gun-boats, and the ram Sumter, which Davis had lent for the special
purpose of attacking the A.rkansas. The fleet made a gallant dash past the
batteries, meeting with little loss, but the attack on the Arkansas was a fail
ure, for she had shifted her position and could not be readily distinguished
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by the flashes of the guns. A single ll-inch shot, however, reached the ram
and inflicted very serious injury, especially to the engine.

Early on the morning of the 22d, Farragut's reunited squadron being now
at anchor below Vicksburg, another attempt was made on the Arkansas.
While the upper and the lower fleets were drawing the fire of the batteries in
their neighborhood, the Essex, under Commodore William D. Porter, started
down the river, followed by the Qzteen of the lVest, Lieutenant-Colonel A. W.
Ellet. The crew of the Arkansas was small, but they were skillfully handled.
The assailants tried to ram her in succession, but as each came on the beak
of the Confederate was turned toward them, and they only succeeded in giv
ing a glancing blow, and, sheering off, ran on the bank. Extricating them
selves with difficulty, they withdrew as rapidly as they could from their
perilous position, the Essex going below and the Queen, temporarily disabled,
resuming her station with the upper squadron. One shot from the Essex
did serious damage on board the A,·kansas.

The Essex and Sumter were now permanently detained below Vicksburg.
Shortly after the last engagement Farragut sailed down the river with Will
iams and his troops. Davis had expected Farragut's departure, but he had
relied on the occupation by the land forces of the point opposite Vicksburg,
by which he communicated with his vessels below. As these had now
departed, nothing could be gained by staying longer in the neighborhood.
Davis accordingly withdrew to Helena, and for the next four months Vicks
burg was left unmolested.

Williams remained at Baton Rouge, with the Essex, Kineo, Katahdin,
and Sumter, while Farragut continued to New Orleans with the rest of his
fleet. At daylight on the 5th of August, Baton Rouge was unsuccess
fully attacked by the Confederates under General John C. Breckinridge,
and on the 6th the Arkansas was destroyed. [See pp.579 and 583.] The
remaining events of the summer of 1862 were of little importance. Early
in August a reconnoissance showed that the White River had fallen three
feet and was impracticable for gun-boats. Later in the month a more
important expedition was sent down the river. It was composed of the
Benton, Mound City, and Bragl}, together with four of Ellet's rams, the S,61z
erland, Monarch, Samson, and Lioness, all under Lieutenant-Commander
Phelps, with a detachment of troops under Colonel Charles R. Woods. At
Milliken's Bend, thirty miles above Vicksburg, the Confederate transport
steamer Fairplay was captured, loaded with a heavy cargo of arms and
ammunition. The gun-boats then penetrated far up the Yazoo River, and
two of· the rams even ascended the Sunflower for twenty miles. When the
expedition returned to Helena, it had destroyed or captured a vast quantit:r
of military supplies. It taught the Confederates a lesson, however, and it
was a long time before the Federal fleet could again ent.er the Yazoo with
impunity.

The experience of the gun-boats in the White River showed the necessity
of obtaining light-draught vessels for service in the uncertain channels of
the tributaries of the Mississippi, and each additional operation in these rivers
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confirmed the impression. As early as the 27th of June Davis had urgently
recommended this step, and his recommendations, sustained by the earnest
appeals of other officers, resulted in the creation of the" tin-clads," or "light
draughts," which during the next year performed invaluable service.

On the 15th of October Davis was relieved of this command, having been
appointed Chief of the Bureau of Navigation at the Navy Department.
He was succeeded by Porter. Two important and much-needed changes in
organization took place about this time, the first being the formal transfer of
the squadron on tho 1st of October from the War Department, under which
it had first come into existence, to the Navy Department, which henceforth
exercised exclusive direction of it. The second was the order of the Secretary
of War of November 8th, directing Ellet to report" for orders and duty" to
Porter. These two changes made the vessels in the Mississippi for the first
time a homogeneous naval force, and swept away all the complications of
command which had hitherto vexed and harassed its commander-in-chief.

Porter, as acting rear-admiral, assumed command of the Mississippi
squadron at the naval depot at Cairo, which was now the headquarters.
He received from Davis intact the squadron as it had come from Foote-the
Benton, the seven Eads iron-clads, and the three Rodgers gun-boats. He
had also Ellet's nine rams and several very valuable captured vessels, including
the Eastport, and Montgomery's rams captured at Memphis - the Brag,q,
Pillow, Price, and Little Rebel. The only vessels that had been withdrawn
were the Essex and Sumter, now in the river below Vicksburg. Porter was also
getting at this very time an accession to his force in the new tin-clads;- the
Br-illiant, Rattler, Romeo, Juliet, Marmora, Signal, and others,- and an equally
important accession of iron-clads, the Lafayette and Choctaw, altered steam
boats of great power, and the newly (and rather badly) constructed boats,
Chillicothe, Indianola, and Tuscumbia.

On the 21st of November Porter issued orders from Cairo to Captain
Henry Walke, then in command of the gun-boats patrolling the river below
Helena, to enter the Yazoo and destroy the batteries as far up as possible.
Accordingly, on the 11th of December the Marmora and Signal entered the
river for twenty miles. They found that in the interval since Phelps's raid
in August, the Confederates had been by no means idle. The channel was
full of scows and floats, indicating torpedoes, one of which exploded near
the Signal, while another was discharged by musket-balls from the Marmora.
Next day, as the river was rising, the light-draughts went in again, supported
by two iron-clads, the Cairo, Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge, and the
Pittsburgh, Lieutenant Hoe!. The Queen of the West also went in. About a
dozen miles up, the Cairo was struck by two torpedoes, one exploding under
her bow, the other under her quarter. She sank in twelve minutes, disap
pearing completely save the tops of her smoke-stacks. The discipline of the
crew was perfect, the men remaining at quarters until they were ordered
away, and no lives were lost. Several torpedoes were removed before the
expedition returned to the mouth of the river.

The object of both these expeditions was to prepare for the attack on
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Chickasaw Bluffs. On December 23d, Porter, who had now come down
from Cairo, went up the Yazoo with the Benton, Tyler, and Lexington, three
tin-clads, and two rams. By three days'incessant labor, under musketry fire
from the banks, the fleet worked up to a point within range of the enemy's
heavy batteries at Haynes's Bluff, whose fire the Benton sustained for two
hours. The ship was not much damaged, but her commander, Gwin, one of
the best officers in the squadron, was mortally wounded.

After the failure of the army at that point (December 29th) came the expe
dition against Arkansas Post. The vessels detailed by Porter for this move-
ment were the iron-clads De Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker,
Louisville, Lieutenant-Commander Elias K. Owen, and Cincinnati, Lieutenant
George M. Bache; the ram Monarch, Colonel C. R. Ellet; the gun-boats
Black Hawk, Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese, and Tyler, Lieutenant
Commander James W. Shirk; and the tin-clads, Rattler, Lieutenant-Com
mander Watson Smith, and Glide, Lieutenant S. E. Woodworth. McOler
nand's force, comprising Sherman's and Morgan's corps, accompanied the
fleet in transports. As a feint the vessels ascended the White River, crossing
over to the Arkansas by the cut-off. On the 9th of January the army landed
three miles below the fort.

Fort Hindman was a square bastioned work, standing at a bend of the
river, sufficiently high to command the surrounding country. It was com
manded by Lieutenant Dunnington, who had done such good service at
St. O~arles, and defended by troops under General Churchill. On the side
facing the river were three casemates, two of them at the angles containing
each a 9-inch gun, and the intermediate one an 8-inch. On the opposite
side the approaches were defended by a line of trenches a mile in length,
beginning at the fort and terminating in an impassable swamp. [See map
and cuts, pp. 452, 453.] In the main work and in the trenches were mounted
fourteen lighter pieces, several of them rifled. Two or three outlying works
were built on the levee below the fort, but these were exposed to an enfilad
ing fire from the gun-boats, and at the first attack by the latter were
promptly abandoned.

On the afternoon and night of the 10th, the army marched up past the
abandoned outworks, and took position about one thousand yards from the
fort. On the afternoon of the same day the three iron-clads advanced to
within 300 or 400 yards of the fort and opened with their heavy guns.
When they had become hotly engaged, Porter moved up the Black Hall,k and
the Lexington, together with the light-draughts, which threw in a destructive
fire of shrapnel and rifle-shells. When the guns on the river-side had been
partly silenced, Lieutenant-Commander Smith in the Rattler was ordered to
pass the fort and enfilade it, which he did in a very gallant and handsome
manner. The Rattler suffered somewhat, being raked by a heavy shell, and
having her cabin knocked to pieces. After passing the fort she was entan
gled in the snags above and obliged to return. As night came on and the
troops were not yet in position, the vessels were withdrawn, and tied up to
the bank below.
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The next day at 1 o'clock the army was reported ready, and the fleet
moved up to a second attack. The same disposition was made of the vessels.
All of the casemate-guns were silenced, No.3, which was in the casemate
assigned to the Cincinnati, being reduced to a complete wreck. At the same
time the troops gradually advanced, and were just preparing for a final
assault, when white flags were run up all along the works. Lieutenant Dun
nington surrendered to Porter, and General Churchill to McClernand.

On the 30th of January Grant assumed command of the army before Vicks
burg. The enemy's right flank rested on the Yazoo Valley, a vast tract of
partly overflowed country, oval in shape, two hundred miles long, and inter
sected by innumerable streams and bayous. This oval valley was bounded
by the Mississippi on the west, and on the north, east, and south by what
was in reality one long stream, known in its successive parts as the Cold
water, Tallahatehie, and Yazoo rivers. The bounding streams made the val
ley almost an island, the only break in their continuity being at the northern
end of the valley, at Yazoo Pass, a bayou which had formerly connected
the Coldwater with the Mississippi, but which had been closed by the erec
tion of a levee several years before. The greater part of the valley was
impassable"f{)r troops, and the streams were deemed impassable for vessels.
The district was a rich storehouse of Confedera.te supplies, which were
carried in small vessels through obscure passages and channels to Yazoo
City, and thence to Vicksburg. At Yazoo City also, protected from assault
by torpedoes and by the forts at Haynes's Bluff, was a large navy-yard,
where several gun-boats were in course of erection.

Porter's plan was to cut the levee at Yazoo Pass, thus restoring the
entrance and raising the water in the rivers, and by this means to get in the
rear of Yazoo City before the enemy could prepare his defenses. Involving,
as it did, a circuit of some two hundred miles through the tributary streams
in the enemy's country, it was an audacious and original conception, but still
a sagacious piece of naval strategy.

General Grant adopted the plan, and on the 2d of February the work of
cutting the levee was begun by Colonel James Harrison Wilson of the Engi
neers. On the evening of the 3d a mine was exploded in the remaining
portion of the embankment, and the waters of the Mississippi rushed through
in a torrent, cutting a passage forty yards wide, and sweeping everything
before them. The difference in the levels was eight or nine feet, and some
days elapsed before the new entrance was practicable for vessels. The first
reconnoissance developed the fact that the Confederates had already been
vigilant enough to block the way to the Coldwater by felling trees on the
banks of the Pass. The removal of these occasioned a further delay of two
weeks, when time was of great importance.

The naval expedition, which was commanded by Lieutenant-Commander
Watson Smith, was composed of two iron-clads, the Chillicothe, Lieutenant
Commander James P. Foster, and the DeKalb, Lieutenant-Commander John
G. Walker, and the tin-clads Rattler, Forest Rose, Romeo, Marmora, Signal,
and Petrel. To these were added two vessels of the ram fleet, the Fulton and
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Lioness. The only troops at first ordered to accompany the vessels were
four thousand men comprising the division under Brigadier-General L. F.
Ross, which, being delayed by the want of boats, only left Helena on the
23d, arriving a week later at the Cold- ," . '. - - ..
water. Meantime, as the feasibility of the
proj ct b came mOf apparent, Grant en-
largo (1 hi' llan an 1 M Ph l' OU' "p,

Til .. ·'BI.\('KIIAWK,·' AUi\HRAL IlT R'
Fl..\U,"nU', "1(,1i~1I 11ll. I ,
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ut, winO' to 1 lay nl a mull

part of this force under Brigadier
General I. F. Quinby took part in the movement.

On the 28th of February Smith's flotilla reached the Coldwater. Notwith
standing the work which had been done by the army pioneers in removing
obstructioDs, the progress of the flotilla had been excessively slow,-hardly
more than three miles a day. The tortuous windings of the stream, which
imposed the utmost caution on the vessels navigating them in a swift
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current, and the overhanging branches of the dense growth of trees lining
the banks, which damaged the smoke-stacks and light upper works, made the
passage slow and difficult, and caused a number of mishaps. There appears
to be little doubt, however, that if the gun-boats had been pushed they might
have got on considerably faster, perhaps with a saving of three or four days.
In the Coldwater they made better time, though still moving slowly, and
they only reached the Tallahatchie on the 6th of March. After four days
more of rather dilatory navigation, they arrived at the junction of the Talla
hatchie and the Yazoo. The transports were close behind them.

The Confederates had put to the fullest use the time given them by Smith's
dilatory advance. A hastily constructed work of earth and cotton bales,
called Fort Pemberton, was thrown up at the junction of the Tallahatchie
and Yazoo, and though barely completed when the gun-boats arrived, it was
armed and garrisoned, and in condition to receive them. The old Star of the
West, of Fort Sumter fame, was sunk in the river as an obstruction. [See p.
550.] The Chillicothe and DeKalb attacked the fort on three different days, but
their guns alone were not enough to reduce it, and the troops under Ross
could find no firm ground for a landing. The Chillicothe was badly racked by
the enemy's fire, showing plainly her defective construction. Smith, who had
started on the expedition in failing health, was now sent back in the Rattler
(he died shortly after), and the command of the vessels fell to Foster of
the Chillicothe. Finding that nothing more could be accomplished, Foster
decided to return. On the way back he met General Quinby's troops
descending the Tallahatchie, and at that officer's request steamed down
again to Fort Pemberton. On the 5th of April the expedition withdrew,
and on the 10th arrived in the Mississippi, about two months after it had
started.

About the middle of March, before the Yazoo Pass expedition returned,
Porter decided to try another route, through a series of narrow streams and
bayous which made a circuitous connection between the Mississippi and the
~unflower, a tributary of the Yazoo River. Steele's Bayou was a sluggish
stream which entered the Mississippi a few miles above the mouth of the
Yazoo. Black Bayou, which was little better than a narrow ditch, connected
Steele's Bayou with Deer Creek, a tortuous river with a difficult and shallow
channeL A second lateral bayou, called Rolling Fork, connected Deer Creek
with the Sunflower. From Rolling Fork the way was easy, but the difficul
ties of reaching that point were such that no commander with less than
Porter's indefatigable energy and audacious readiness to take risks that
promised a bare chance of success, would have ventured on the expedition.

The flotilla, consisting of the remaining five Eads gun-boats, the Carondelet,
Cincinnati, Louisville, Mound City, and Pittsburgh, started on the 14th of
March, Porter commanding in person, while a cooperating detachment of
troops under Sherman marched through the swamps. After overcoming
obstaeles that would have been insurmountable to almost any other com
mander, it arlived early at Rolling For~. Here Porter was attacked by a
small force, which was evidently only the advance-guard of a large army on
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its way up from Vicksburg. Sherman could not come to his assistance, being
himself entangled in the swamp. At the same time Porter learned that
detached parties of the enemy were felling trees in his rear, which would
shortly render the bayous impassable, and place his five iron-clads in a posi
tion from which they could not be extricated. Under these circumstances, he
wisely abandoned all thought of farther advance, and after dropping down
Deer Creek until he fell in with the army, he succeeded, notwithstanding the
additional obstructions which had been placed in the rivers, in retracing his
course; and on the 24th of March, after almost incredible difficulties, his
iron-clads arrived safe in the Mississippi.

While the two expeditions were at work in the Yazoo Valley, a "series of
detached operations had been going on below Vicksburg. The portion of the
river that was virtually held by the enemy, from Vicksburg to Port Hudson,
included the outlet of the Red River, by which provisions and stores from
Louisiana and Texas, arms and ammunition from the Rio Grande, and
detachments of men, were forwarded through the trans-Mississippi country.
On the 2d of February Porter sent the Queen of ihe West, under Colonel
Charles R. Ellet, to the Red River. Her passage of the Vicksburg bat
teries alone and by daylight-for her start had been delayed for necessary
repairs-was made in the true Ellet fashion. She was struck thrice before
she got abreast of the town. At this point she turned and delivered a ram
thrust at the enemy's steamer Vicksburg, which lay at one of the wharves,
and damaged her badly; a second attempt to ram was prevented by a con
flagration in the cotton bales which Ellet had placed around his deck. These
were quickly pitched overboard, the ram dashed past the lower batteries,
and though struck a dozen times by the enemy's shot, in an hour or two she
was ready for active operations and started down the river.

For once the Confederates were fairly taken by surprise, and before they
knew of his approach, Ellet had run down one hundred miles to the Red
River and pounced upon three heavily laden store-ships. These were burned,
and the Queen, ascending again until near Vicksburg, coaled from a barge
"which Porter had set adrift the night before, and which had passE'd the bat
teries without mishap. A tender was also found in the De Soio, a little ferry
boat captured by the army. With her the Queen started on February 10th
on a second raid, burning and destroying as occasion offered. Without meet
ing any serious opposition, this novel expedition proceeded down the Missis
sippi, up the Red River, down the Atchafalaya, and back again, then farther
up the Red River. The Confederate ram Webb, which was regarded as
its most dangerous antagonist, was nowhere to be seen. But the catastrophe
was coming. On the 14th, some fifty miles from the river-mouth, Ellet cap
tured a transport, the Era No.5. Leaving her at this point, the Queen
hastened up again, followed by tbe De Soio, but in rounding a bend of tbe
river she ran aground under a 4-gun battery, whose fire made havo(' with
ber, finally cutting her steam-pipe. Part of tbe crew made for the De. Sofo
in a boat, and the remainder, Elletamong them, jumped overboard on cotton
bales, and drifted down the stream. Upon reaching the Era, the De Sofo,
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bt'low Warrenton. Engaging
her at night, which gave them peculiar advantages, they succeeded in ram
ming her seven times, disabling her steering gear, and opening at last one
great hole in her side, The Union vessel, reduced to a sinking condition, was
then run ashore and surrendered.

A day or two later, Porter, whose buoyancy of spirit never deserted him,
set adrift from his anchorage a dummy-monitor, constructed out of a coal
harge surmounted by barrels. The incident was in the nature of a stupen
dous joke, but it had very practical results. The dummy passed the Vicksburg
batteries under a terrific fire. When the Queen of tlte lVesf, acting as a picket
to the grounded Indianola, saw this new antagonist coming she only stopped
to give the alarm, and fled down the river, The supposed monitor stuck fast
a mile or two above the Indianola, but the Confederate officer in charge of
the work on board the latter did not wait for an attack, but set fire to the
recent prize, which was in great part destroyed.

which had lost her rudder, was burned, the floating contingent was picked
up, and the prize, now manned by the crews of the abandoned vessels, made
her way to the Mississippi.

Shortly before this Porter had sent down the iron-clad Indianola, under
Lieutenant-Commander George Brown, to support Ellet in his isolated posi
tion. She had passed Vicksburg and Warrenton at night without a scratch,
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Less than three weeks after, on the 14th of March, Farragut ran the bat
teries at Port Hudson. -(( 1I0st of his fleet, including the Richmond, Monon
lJakela, Genesee, and Kineo, failed to get through, and the JIississippi was
burnt; J but the Hartford and Albatross made the passage, and, coming up
to Vicksburg, communicated with the vessels above. At Farragut's n>quest,
General Ellet sent two of his rams, the Lancaster and SIl'ilzerland, to join the
Hart/m·d. The Lancaster was sunk in passing the batteries, but the SIl'itztT
kmd managed to get thI·ough. From this time the Union forces retained
control of the mouth of the Red River and the adjacent waters of the
Mississippi

The navy was now called upon to cooperate with General Grant's plan of
attacking Vicksburg by the left and rear. Porter rapidly made his prepara
tions to descend the river, and on the night of April 16th started with seven
of his iron-clads, the Bentoll, Lafayette, and Tllscumbia, and the Eads gun-boats
Carondelet, Louist'ille, ...lIolend City, and Pittsbllrgh. The ram General Price and
three transports laden with stores accompanied the fleet. The passage was
one of the most brilliant and successful of the many dashes of this kind that
were made on the river. Some of the vessels lost the coal-barges which they
carried alongside, and all met with various mischances and damages, but the
only casualty of importance was the sinking of one of the transports. About
a week later six more transports ran the batteries. Of these also one was
sunk.

From now on to the fall of Vicksburg, for over two months, Porter was in
command of three detached fleets, acting from three distinct bases of opera
tion-one the squadron which had remained above Vicksburg, and which was

* In a letter to the editol'll Rear-Admiral T. A.
Jenkins says, in referenee to Farragut's plan of an
attaek on Port Hudson:

.. The great tmportance, not to lIay nec_tty, of c0

operation by a part of tbe mllitary forcea, In 80 far, at
tbe I_t. 88 to C811l1e a diversion upon tbe enemy'8 rear,
W88 decided npon. wherenpon the commanding general
eBanks) W88 conferred with with ~at frequency, until
at la8t In the early part of March, 1883, It W88 arranged
that a con~lderable force (8000 or 10.0110) of all arm.
should rendezvou8 at Batou Ronge, preparatory to
moving to the rear of tbe Port Hudson woru. a little
time before the vpueIa 8hould move from Poplar laland,
wbloh lay Just out of range of tbe Port Hndson heavy
gun8. After a review of the military forees at Baton
Rouge. and after Admiral Farragut had attended to the
mlnut....t d"tolIa of In8pection of tbe veaael".- the re
moval of tbe 8Id:. the neeeaaary changeR of oftloors and
men, Bnd 188t. but m08t dlftlcult at that time, the ..m
ploymcnt of a 8uftlclent number of competent river
pllot.,- tbe ve.....Ia got nnder way In their usual order of
steaming, led by the Harlford, and 8lood up to Poplar
bland, wbere the Euuand the bomb-v_Ia were lying.
DUI·lng a brief 8lay here. tbe commanders of the vcslIels
wt're called on board and their 1n8truction8 were re
peated to tbem. Every contlnl{ency. e"en tbe most ml
nultl. e,'...·y e38ualty that conld or might happen. W38
dldcu....ed. IU1d propoaod reml'dINl pointed out. On the
ulght of the 14th of March. at dark. everythlnlt W8ll pre
pared for a qnlet. and Itw88 hoped unpereel\-ed. move
meut of the v_cIa up tbe river. Near the 138t moment
before the aetualllrlllg commenced. Admiral Farragut'8
attention 111'88 called to an approaching river 8teamer
with tlJu1ng lights and ateam-whlat1e8 blowing. He WBB

calm, bnt the Ughta and noille of the little 8teamer rufIIed
him a good deal. He 88W at onoe that the enemy's atteu
tlon had been .peelalIy ealIed to him and hla little Aquad
ron. The commander of the "wamer came within apeak·
Ing dlatrmce, reporting that General Banu'" army ......
wtthln • five mlles of the rear of tbe Port HudsoD ....ork&.·
That W8ll alI. The Hartlord moved up agaln"t a t'ulTt'nt
of three to five )mota. while her ~ate8t 8pel'd ....a. not
exceeding &e'·en )mol& The noille and IIarlng IIl:htA of
the meeaenger 8teamer had evidently llU! the enemy 011
both Bldesof the river on the alf-rt, fora 8hot from ou" of
the enemy's low..r batterltlll BOOn whlatled bannkwoNy
overhNld, and, 88 It by maglc, Ilt th" next moment ,he
plIe8 or pine-knots IlIaeed on the rlgbt bank of tht' rI.....r
blazed up, llIumlnatlng for a time tbe entire breadth of
the rlVl'r, making tbe dark hulIa of the ve8&eIa lUl they
paaaed between tbe Immense piles of burning 1,ln" a
target for the Pori Hndson gunnera. The AIIlok.. of tbe
gun8 In battery and on shipboard won ob8eured thl'oo(O
llgbtl!, IUld the darlrn..8s of Erebus and tbe noIae.. or
Pandemonium followed aud contluued, until lhe Har/
lord, wtth h"r little coekll'-llhell conROrt (tbe Albalroa)
anchored ont of range of thc enemy'8 gun". abreul of i/o

huge pine-knot fire, to wblch tbe rebels before 1.......lnl:
added a 8malI wooden bulldlug."

JThe JIisIriBsippi passed the lower batteries, but,
running at high speed, st.ruck on the llpit oppo!Ut..
Port Hudson. Failing after half an hour to get her
off, and being under fire of three battE-ries.. Captain
Melancton Smith had the sick and wounded taken
off with the crew, and then Bet fire to th~ ship. ."-t
3 A. K. Bhe floated off, drifting through the fleet,
and half an hour later blew up.-EDI't'oas.
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now to operate along the Yazoo River, the second that which had passed the
batteries and was occupied with the river from Vicksburg 25 miles or more to
Grand Gulf, and the third the vessels in Red River. Porter moved from one
to the other as occasion required. His first duty lay at Grand Gulf, which
was really the southern extremity of the Vicksburg forts. The batteries
were well armed, and one hundred or more feet above the river. On the 29th
of April the seven iron-clads of the lower fleet engaged them for four hours,
silencing them, but not destroying the guns. As the elevation of the bat
teries made it impossible for the fleet to capture them, the army was landed
lower down the river, which resulted in the evacuation of Grand Gulf on the
3d of May.~

As Grant advanced into the interior, Porter turned his attention to the Red
River. For the last fortnight Farragut had been blockading the river with

~ Rear-Admiral Henry Walke writes as follows
to the editors regarding this engagement, in which
be commanded the Lafayetk! :

UTo one approaching Grand Gulf on the river from the
nortbward, Bix mUes above, Bald Head I're8ents a very
fonnldablc appearance. Billing ahruptly 180 feet, Ilur
rounded by hillll higher IltUl, IlUlI with the wide gulf
IM-neath,lt III not uullke a little GIbraltar, all It III called.
Here the river turnll due wellt, and tbe principal fortUl
cation WBII ou the Point of Rockll, a predpltoU8 blu1l'
about IIfty feet high, at the foot of Bald Head. Three
quarters of a mile llllIIt of It III the mouth of Big Black
RIver, which walldefeuded with two B-Inch ColumblBdll.
Here the gnlf is about a mile and a half wide, and two
hundred yards north or In front of the Point of Rocks
there Is a shoal whlcb becomes an Isll\nd at low water.
Thl' lower fort of beavy guns Willi three-quarterll of a
mlle W6llt of Bald Head and fOUl· hundred yards from
the 1'1vel', and Bixty feet above the river at Its ordinary
levl'l. The battery on the Point of Rocke monnted two
l00-pounder rill68, one M-pounder Ilhellgun, and one 30
pounder ritle. A sunken road connected this fort with
the batteri611 below. Beven or eight guns of Ilmaller and
various caliber were mounted on high polntll bl'tween
them. The lower fort mounted one l00-pounder rille, two
B-Incb shell RIms, and two 32-pounders.

.. The lleet, nnder Rear·Admiral Porter, got Into llne at
1: 30 A. Jl. of the 29th, steaming down to the Grand Gulf
batteries, the PU16burgh, LIentenant W. R. Hoel, lead·
Ing; then the .LmI.Vrille, Lieutenant-Commander E. K
Owen: Oarondeht, Lieutenant J. M. Mnrphy; .Mound
CUI/. Llentenant-Commander Byron WIlSOll (attack
Ing the lower batteries); Lafayttu, Captal n Henry
Walke; .&nIon (f1Bf\"-tlhip), Lieutenant J. A. Greer, and
T1ucumbia. Llentenant-Commander J. W. Shirk; steam
ing slowly With a cnrrent of live or six knots, 150 Yluds
alIRrt and 100 yards from the shore, except the La
fayetu, which ronnded to above the fort on the Point of
Rocks, ran Into the shoal water, aud took a lIanklnll'
po~ltlon 600 yarde north-el\8t from ft.. The battle was
('ommenced by tbe lead1ng gun-lIoat, PittBburgh, at 7: 65
A. II.; the other gun-boatll followed In sltccB8slon four
mlontell after. AU the gun-boats lIred into tbe upper
fort wltb tbelr bow and brosd8lde gullS D.ll they paosed
np or down. The PiU.lmrgh. roundell to opposite the
battery of light Kuns balf-way between the upper and
lower batteries; the Loutnate next below, the Oaronde
lei next, opposite the lower batter)', and the ~found Oily
Just below the lower battery. The IIR,lI;-stcamer Benton
and the 7'N«umbia gallButly opened lire close nuder the
Point of Rooks at 8: 15 with thell' bow and broadside
gnnA, rounded to, heading up t·be river, the enemy firing
on them wltb mmketry. At 9 a shell entered the Be>..
lotI'S Iltarboard quarter, setting hel' on lire; It W811 soon
extlngn1abecL At 9:06 a shell from No.5 gun carried

away the enemy's tla«-tltatr; at 10 the admiral made
slgual for the Lafayelte to aIIslst the boats below; at
10: 10 the Benton was caught In the eddy; In turning
around she dropped fifteen hundred yards and then ran
Into shore to turn around with her head up Iltream;
continuing the eugagement, she Ilteamed up to the bat
teriB8 on the blu1l's again. At 1~: 25 the Benton went up
the river to communicate with General Grant, who WIUI

on a tug above with three of McClernand's divisions on
transports.

UIn the engagement the Benton fired 3407 shot and
sbell, and Wall struck '7 times, nearly every shot pene
trating her Iron plating. The 2'u6cumb'a, follOWIng
the Benton, engaged the npper batterlB8 unW noon.
She was obllged to drop out of action abont noon, and
landed about lour mllell below Grand Gul', having been
struck by shot, shell, grape, and shrapnel elghty
one tlmB8, two shells having exploded Inside her
turret. As the Lafal/cUe approacbed the npper
battery at 8: 15 A. Jl., ahead of the Benlon and
2'u6cumbia, she llred ll-Ineh and lI-lnch shell Into It,
hut In turning to take her position on the other side
of the port, Ilhe Wall whirled around 80 quickly
between the swift current and the counter-cur
rent, that her gunners could not get good aim with
broadllide gUllS, but all soon as she turned her 100
pounder ritl68 on the battery In a tlanklng position In the
eddy, every shell seemed to strike the mllJ'k; but even
there It Wall dUIIcult to hold her steady for good aim.
After filing S5 rounds, about 9 A.M. her ll-Inch bow
gunll were turned npon the fort and fired with such pre
clBion that we expected to silence It, all their lire Wall
dying away. This was the pollltlon our whole sqnadron
shonld have taken, hut It Wall not known that that part
of the gulf Wall navigable. The heaviest guns of the
enemy could point to the northward and wB8tward, bnt
not to tbe eBlltward, where the Laftll/etu W811 exempt
from that terrible hattering which the Benton and 7'lu
cumbia received. while they were revolving at the mercy
of the currents, In COD8tant danger of running 8IIhore.

"At 9: 20 A. M. the admiral made a preconcerted signal
for the Lafal/eUe to go to the allslstance of the gun-boats
at the lower batteries, thinking no donbt that his two
heaviest vesllels could silence the upper 10rt. This move
W&8 not after the lower batteries were silenced (all hlUl
been stilted), but about two honrs before. The Lafay
ette proceeded Immedlately with all speed and rounded
to about 10 A.M. opposite the lower battery. She joined
battle with the gun·boats there,lIring her 11-1nch shell
from her bow guns Into It and to bring her head up
strelllll and her starboard side guns to bellr on Itqulckly.
The pilot ran her low Into the bank 01 the river under
the fort. She contlnned linng WIth the Iltarboard broad
side guns within flve hnndred yardll of the lower fort,
and with the other gun-boats continned flring on the
lower batterieR, enfl1Bd1ng the upper fort until 11: 80,
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the Hartford and Albatross, a service of great importance in view of the active
operations on foot along the river, and at the end of that time he was
joined by a detached force of gun-boats which had been operating in the
Teche, and which had reached Red River through the Atchafalaya. Banks
was then moving against Alexandria, and a light squadron was formed to go
up and cooperate with him. At this juncture Porter arrived with three iron
clads, and with these and a part of Farragut's detached squadron he steamed
up to Alexandria, where Banks arrived on May 7th. After clearing out the
Red River and its tributary the Black, and destroying much property, the
expedition returned, Banks going to Port Hudson and Porter returning to
his old station above Vicksburg.

The Yazoo River now became for a short time the central point of Porter's
operations. Nothing had been done there since December except a demon
stration during the attack of April 29-30 on Grand Gulf, which, though con
ducted with spirit and gallantry, was really only a feint to prevent the enemy
from reenforcing his works below Vicksburg. In the fortnight that had
elapsed, however, Grant's environment of the town on the east had cut off
Haynes's Bluff and the whole Yazoo Valley above it. Porter immediately
sent up the De Kalb, Choctaw, and four light-draughts under Lieutenant-Com-

when the lower batterl811 were silenced. and all the gun
boat<!. except the PUt.bu,."A. eteamed elOlle to and paMed
the Point ot Boob (whioh had not been 1l11enced). raktnlt
It wIth their bow gIlDS. The BenlDn had Just then gone
up the river.

.. The remainder ot the 8quadron contInued flrtng on
the upper tort. TheLo/~ took her tonner poldtion.
lIan1dn~ the tort. The LmnnUk. Mound ou". and
ClJrOfttkla steamed around In a Cl1rele, 1IrIng as they

bore tn tront ot the tort. The~" rema1ned In
her orlginRl poettlon, raking It with her bow RW18 from
the weat. The enemy. thu8 Involved. tOUlfbt dNJlt'I'
Dtely to the last; their gnnl!, ceMlng one by olle at
long Intervalll, were at last silent: whereupon th..
admIral made signal tor hl8 lWJuadrou to toUow hi•
motion8. Bllt tbe tort, 88 It to «tve UtI nott~ that it was
not 1l1leneed. ftred the last gun after we had et&rted to
go up the river."
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mander K. R. Breese to open communication. Pushing on to Haynes's Bluff
the De Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker, in advance, it was
found that evacuation had already begun, and the small force left in the
works hastily abandoned them. The fortifications were of great strength and
covered a large area. On the 20th Walker with the De Kalb and Choctaw
and three of the light-draughts, steamed up to Yazoo City. The work of
destruction, begun by the retreating enemy, was completed by the gun-boats.
The navy-yard, a large and well-equipped establishment, and the only one
now remaining to the Confederates, with its mills and machine-shops and its
stores of lumber, was burned, as were also three formidable vessels then in
course of construction. A second expedition under Walker, a few days later,
struck out into the tributary streams, the Sunflower, Rolling Fork, and the
smaller bayous, burning the transports that had taken refug~ there. Several
steamers were sunk by the enemy on Walker's approach, and three were cap
tured and burnt by his vessels. Navigation in the Yazoo Valley was broken
up, and the destruction of military supplies and provisions was enormous.

During Grant's assault on the 22d of May, the fleet below Vicksburg kept
up a heavy fire on the hill and water batteries, and during the siege the
mortar-boats were incessantly at work, shelling the city and the batteries.
From time to time the gun-boats joined in the bombardment, notably on May
27th and June 20th. On the first of these occasions, the Cincinnati, Lieutenant
George M. Bache, engaged alone the battery on Fort Hill, the principal work
above Vicksburg, while the other iron-clads, under Commander Woodworth,
were similarly occupied below. The fire from the upper battery was too much
for the Cincinnati, which sank not far from the shore, losing a considerable
number of her crew. On the second occasion three heavy guns mounted
on scows were placed in position on the point opposite Vicksburg, where
they did good execution under Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay, enfi
.lading the rifle-pits in front of Sherman's position and rendering them unten
able. The lower squadron also took part in this bombardment. In addition
to the work of the squadron afloat, when the army called for siege-guns
thirteen heavy cannon were landed from the gun-boats and placed in posi
tion in the rear of Vicksburg, where they were constantly and efficiently
worked by naval crews, first under Selfridge, and later under Walker. At
the same time the squadron was engaged in the duty of patrolling the rivers,
keeping open lines of communication, convoying transports, and cooperating
with troops in beating off the enemy at detached points.

On the 25th of May Banks, who had returned with his army from Alexan
dria, had invested Port Hudson, which had been subjected for several nights
previous to a bombardment from the Essex and the mortar flotilla, under
Commander Caldwell. During the month of June a naval battery of 9-inch
gons, under Lieutenant-Commander Edward Terry of the Richmond, rendered
efficient service in the siege operations. On the 8th of July Port Hudson
surrendered and the Mississippi was now clear of obstructions to its mouth.

Besides the main operations at Vicksburg and Port Hudson, the navy had
been occupied. from time to time in detached bodies at other points. A cut-off,
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at the mouth of the Arkansas, ingeniously made by Selfridge in April, had
contributed materially to the facility of operations at that place. In May
Lieutenant-Commander Wilson in the MQund City effectually destroyed a
water-battery at Warrenton. In June an attack was made on Milliken's Bend
by Confederate troops from Arkansas under Taylor, and the garrison was
driven from their works to the levee. At this critical moment Ramsay,
in the Choctaw, turned his guns on the successful assailants, and though

unable to see the enemy on account
of the intervening bank, he hailed
the troops on shore to ascertain their
position; and so well placed were the
hundred or more shell and shrapnel
that he fired that the Confederates
were soon in full retreat.

Finally, on the 4th of July, the
day of the fall of Vicksburg, General
Holmes made his attack on Helena
[see pp.455-6] with a force of about
8000 men, then garrisoned by 4000
under B. M. Prentiss. The enemy
had placed batteries in opposition
above and below the town, and, mak
ing a spirited attack in front, suc
ceeded in carrying a portion of the
outlying works. The garrison fought
stubbornly, but were heavily out
numbered. The wooden gun-boat
Tyler, under Lieutenant-Comman

der James M. Prichett, had been covering the approach by the old town
road, but seeing the strategic points of the enemy's position, Prichett. with
masterly skill placed his vessel where her bow and stern guns could re8<'h
the batteries above and below, while her broadside enfiladed the ravines
down which the enemy was pouring in masses. The gun-boat's rapid
discharge of shrapnel and shell told heavily upon the Confederates, who,
after sustaining it for a time, fled in disorder, Prentiss's men pursuing them
with the bayonet. The destructive fire of the Tyler caused an unusually
severe loss.

The fall of Vicksburg was followed by successful gun-boat raids, one ill
July under Selfridge in the Red, Black, and Tensas rivers, the other in
August under Bache in White River. General Herron and Lieutenant-Com
mander Walker also proceeded up the Yazoo and retook Yazoo City, but
with the loss of the De Kalb, destroyed by torpedoes near Y&ZOO City. [~
p. 580.] The vessel sank in fifteen minutes, but all hands were saved.
Porter accepted the misfortune with that true understanding of the busineR'
of war which had been the secret of so much of his success - that without
taking risks you cannot achieve results.
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GULF OPERATIONS IN 1862 AND 1863. J

BY PROFESSOR JAKES RUSSELL SOLEY, U. S. N.

T HE regular monotony of the blockade of Mo- steamers, the Bayou City and Neptune, the first car
bile by the WeBt Gulf squadron was inter- rying a rifled 32-pounder, and the second two how

rupted only by the two sucllessful passages of the itzers. Each had from 150 to 200 sharp-shooters.
Orela or Florida, under Commander J. N. Maffitt, Of the vessels the Harriet Lane bore the brunt
C. S. N., past the blockading squadron, inward on of the attack, the Owasco being the only one of her
the 4th of September, 1862, and outward on the consort!! that lent any assistance. The Bayou
16th of January, 1863. The first passage was City's rifle burst at the third fire, and the Neptu1Ul
made in broad daylight, under the disguise of an stove in her bow in an attempt to ram, and sank
Engliah gun-vessel, at a time when the Orela was on the flats. The Bayou City then ran alongside
ahort-handed, the captain and crew ill, and the bat- the Barriet Lane and opened a withering musketry
tery inllapable of resistance. As a bold dash, it fire from behind the cotton-bales, in which Com
Wall hardly paralleled during the war. The Becond mander Wainwright was killed and his first-lieu
passage was made at night, without disguise, after tenant, Lea, mortally wounded. The Confederates
the squadron had received full warning, and had then carried the La1Ul by boarding, the officer in
been reenforced specially to capture the cruiser. command surrendering without serious attempt at

On the Texas coast the blockade was only of resistance. Hostilities were now suspended await
moderate efficiency, and in the summer of 1862 ing au answer from Renshaw to the demand for a
Farragut determined to convert it at the principal surrender of all the vessels. The Clifton carried
pointe into an occupation. With this object, he this message to the Westfield, and took back Ren
sent out three expeditions. The first, under Acting- shaw's refusal, after which she executed her orders,
Lientenant J. W. Kittredge, successfully attacked whiGh were to take the vessels out of the harbor.
Corpus Christi August 16th-18th, but having no Meantime the enemy had moved up their lines.
trOOpB to hold the place withdrew to the bay. Burrl'll sUlTendered the town, and the Westfield.
The second expedition, composed of the Kert8ing- getting aground, was set on fire at Renshaw's
toa and Rachel Seaman, under Acting-Master Fred- order, and blew up prematurely, killing Renshaw
erick Crocker, was sent in September to Sabine and several of his men. Law, of the ClifwII, now
PaBs, a point of great importance in blockade- the senior officer, immediately steamed away, and
running operations on account of the neighboring the blockade was raised. (See also pp. 586-7.)
railroad, and at that time under purely formal On the 8th the blockade was resumed by Com
blockade. Crocker ascended the river, captured modore Bell, with the Brooklyn, HattlJras, and
the fort at Sabine City, destroyed the railroad several gun-boats. On the 11th the Hatteras was
bridge, and broke up a Confederate camp. Raids sent after the Alaban~a, supposed to be a blockade
in the passes resulted in the capture of the steamer runner. The .A.labama, after drawing the Hatteras
Dan and the BChooner Velocity, which were left away from her conBorts, sank her in a fifteen
with the Rachel Seaman to maintain the blockade. minute fight.

The third and most important expedition, under On the 21st of January the blockading force at
Commander W. B. Renshaw, composed of the Sabine Pass, composed of the sailing-ship Morning
ferry-boats Westfield and Clifton, the latter under Light, and the schooner Velocity, was attacked by
Lieutenant-Commander R. L. Law; the Harriet two cotton-elad steamers, and, being unable to
LaM, Commander J. M. Wainwright, and the manreuvre, surrendered. The blockade was re
OIcasco, Lieutenant-Commander John Guest, took sumed the next day by theNfIlD London and Cayllga.
possession of Galveston in October without a con- Mter the fall of Port Hudson, General Banks
ftict. Colonel Burrell, with only 260 men, was took up the question of Texas. His first plan WRS

sent to hold the town. The flotilla, which carried to land at Sabine Pass and strike the railroad.
a heavy armament, was disposed about the harbor The expedition was composed of troops under
and bay, and held the town for two months, but Franklin, and the Clifton, Sachem, G1'Qllite City,
without proper precautions against attack. and Arizona under Lieutenant Crocker. On the

At daybreak on the 1st of January, 1863, Gen- 8th of September the gun-boats moved up the pass
eral Magruder, commanding the Confederate forces to attack the enemy's fort. The Clifton ran ashore,
in Texas, made a vigorous attack on the city. The and soon after got a shot in her boiler. The
bridge by which alone troops could march to the Sachem's boiler also was penetrated, and both ves
town, and which might easily have been destroyed, sels 8UlTendered after heavy loss. The remainder
91'&8 left nnguarded. The Confederates, early in retreated.
the night, planted batteries unobserved jnst out- Banks now decided to attack Texas near the Rio
side the town, and abreast of the Harriet La1Ul, Grande, and his troops, escorted by the Monoll
which lay in a narrow channel near the shore. A gahela and other vessels under Commander J. H.
little farther to the eastward, abreast of the town, Strong, landed at Brazos November 2d. Browns
were the gun-boat Sachem and the yaoot CorypheuB. ville, Corpus Christi, Aransas, and Fort Esperanza
A mile farther down the bay were the CUfton and at Pass Cavallo, were captured, but owing to the
OltlaBCO, and two miles away the Westjield, Ren- lack of troops to hold the varions points, no fur
Ihaw's ve88el. The enemy had two cotton-clad ther operations were attempted.

JSee Vol. II., p. 13.
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THE CONFEDERATE GUN-BOAT ,j ARKANSAS."

BY HER OOllJU.NDE&, ISAAC N. BROWN, CAPTAIN, C. S. N.

AFTER the Appomattox capitulation, the observ- the forest in ninety days. We were not a day too
...L:1... ance of which, nobly maintained by General soon, for the now rapid fall of the river ren
Grant, crowns him as the humane man of the age, dered it necessary for us to assume the offensive
I took to the plow, as a better implement of re- without waiting for the apparatus to bend the
construction than the pen; and if I take up the railway iron to the curve of our quarter and stern,
latter now, it is that justice may be done to the and to the angles of the pilot-house. Though
men and the memory of the men of the Arkansas. there was little thought of showing the former,

On the 28th of May, 1862, I received at Vicks- the weakest part, to the enemy, we tacked boiler
burg a telegraphic order from the Navy Depart- plate iron over it for appearance' sake, and
ment at Richmond to "proceed to Greenwood, very imperfectly covered the pilot-house weld
Miss., and assume command of the Confederate with a double thickness of one-inch bar iron.
gun-boat Arka7lsCU!, and finish and equip that ves- Our engines' twin screws, olle under each qual'
scI without regard to expenditure of men or tel', worked up to eight miles an hour in still water,
money." I knew that such a vessel had been which promised about half that speed when turned
J1nder construction at Memphis, but I had not against the current of the main river. We had at
heard till then of her escape from the general first some trust in these, not having discovered the
wreck of our Mi8llissippi River defenses. Green- way they soon showed of stopping on the center
wood is at the head of the Yazoo River, 160 miles at wrong times and places; and as they never
by river from Yazoo City. It being the season of both stopped of themselves at the same time, the
overflow, I found my new command four miles effect WI\8, when one did so, to turn the vellll81
from dry land. Her condition was not encourag- round; despite the rudder, Once, in the prelif'lnce
ing. The vessel was a mere hull, without armor; of the enemy, we made a circle, while trying to
the engines were apart; guns without carriages make the automatic stopper keep time with its
were lying about the deck; a portion of the rail- sister-screw.
road iron intended as armor was at the bottom of The Arka1lSaB now appeared as if a small se&

the river, and the other and far greater part was going vessel had been cut down to the water's edge
to be sought for in the interior of the country. at both ends, leaving a box for guns amidships. The
Taking a day to fish up the sunken iron, I had the straight sides of the box, a foot in thicknea. had
Arkanaaa towed to Yazoo City, where the hills over them one layer of railway iron; the ends
reaeh the river. Here, though we were within closed by timber one foot square, planked across
fifty miles of the Union fieets, there was the possi- by six-inch strips of oak, were then covered by one
bility of equipment. Within a very short time course of railway iron laid up and down at an
after rea.ehing Yazoo City we had two hundred angle of thirty-five degrees. These ends dellected
men, chiefiy from the nearest detachment of the overhead all missiles striking at short~, but
army, at work on the deck's shield and hull, while would have been of little security uuder a plunging
fourteen blacksmith forges were drawn from the fire. This shield, fiat on top, covered with plank
neighboring plantations and placed on the bank to and half-inch iron, was pierced for 10 guns-3 in
hl\8ten the iron-work. Extemporized drilling-II1&- ea.eh broadside and 2 forward and aft·. The large
ohines on the steamer Capitol worked day and smoke-staek came throngh the top of the shif.'ld,
night fitting the railway iron for the bolts which and the pilot-house was raised about one foot abovf.'
were to fasten it 1\8 armor. This iron was brought the shield level. Through the latter led a small tin
from many points to the nearest railroad station tube by which to convey ordeni to the pilot. J The
and thence twenty-five miles by wagons. The battery WI\8 respectable for that period of the war:
trees were yet growing from which the gnn-car- 2 B-inch 64-pounders at the bows; 2 rifted 32s
riages had to be made- the most difficult work of (old smooth·bores banded and rifted) astern; and
all, as snch vehicles had never been built in Missis- 2 1 OO-pounder Columbiads and a 6-inch naval gun
sippi. I made a contract with two gentlemen of in each broadside,-10 Rnns in all, which, under
Jackson to pay ea.eh his own price for the full officers formerly of the United States service, eonld
number of ten. The executive officer, Mr. Stevens, be relied on for good work, if we could llnd the
gave the matter his particnlar attention, and in men to load and fire. We obtained over 100 good
time, along with the general equipment, we ob- men from the naval vessels lately on the Missie
tamed five good carriages from each contractor. sippi, and about 60 Mi880urians from the command
This finishing, armoring, arming, and equipment of General Jeff Thompson. These had never served
of the Arkanaaa within five weeks' working-time at great guns, but on trial they exhibitro in their
under the hot summer sun, from which we were new service the cool courage natural to them on
unsheltered, and under the depressing thought land. They were worthily commanded, uuder the
that there was a deep channel, of but six hours' orders of our first lieutenant, by Captain Harris.
steaming between us and thl' Federal fieet, whose Our officers were Lieutenants Stevens, Grimball,
guns were within hearing, was perhaps not inferior Gift, Barbot, Wharton, and Read, all of the old
under all the circumstances to the renowned effort service, and Chief Engineer City, Acting MasterB
of Oliver Hazard Perry in cutting a fine ship from Milliken and Phillips, of the Volunteer Nary, and

JIn this action 88 shot-hole8 were made In the stack, and' mlnle-balla paued thl'ough the Un tllbe.-LN. B.
5ft



THE CONFEDERATE GUN-BOAT "ARKANSAS."

BUlLDIl!lG TBK .. ABK.UlSA8."

Midshipmen Scales, ~ R. H. Bacot, Tyler, and H.
Cenas. The only trouble they ever gave me was
to keep them from running the Arkansas into the
Union Beet before we were ready for battle. On
the 12th of July we sent our mechanics ashore,
took our Missourians on board, and dropped below
Satartia Bar, within five hours of the MiS8issippi.
I now gave the executive oftlcer a day to organize
and exercise his men.

The idea exists that we made" a run," or "a
raid," or in some wayan "attack by surprise"
upon the Union Beet. I have reason to think that
we were expeeted some hours before we came. +

On Monday A.. M., July 14th, 1862, we started
from Satartia. Fifteen miles below, at the mouth
of Bun1I.ower River, we found that the steam from
our imperfect engines and boiler had penetrsted
our forward magazine and wet our powder so as
to render it unfit for use. We were just opposite
the site of an old saw-mill, where the opening in
the forest, dense everywhere else, admitted the
sun's rays. The day was clear and very hot; we

~ Dabut"y M. SCales was from the Naval Academy at
AnnapoUs; he dletlngu.\8hed h1meeU afterward In the
B1JenandoaA, and Ie now a prominent Ia'il'yer of Mem
phls.-I. N. B.+A Fl"Cleral letter relating to the Arka,~,and evl·
dently pre118 correllpondence, was captured by Confed
erates Rt Oreenville, Mlee. It began by saying, .. Last
night at 10 o'clock [It seems to have been written on
the day of the combat) two deserters from Omndpre's
eharp-flhooters at the Yazoo, who had stolen a sidft'. came
a1~e the admiral', ship, the Hartford, and reported
that the Arb_had out the raft and would be down
at dayUght to attack the teet. Upon tble a council of

made fast to the bank, head down-stream, landed
our wet powder (expecting the enemy to heave in
sight every moment), spread tarpaulins over the
old saw-dust and our powder over these. By con
stant shaking and turuing we got it back to the
poiut of ignition before the SUD sauk below the
trees, when, gathering it up, we crowded all that
we coulc! of it iuto the after magazine and re
sumed our way, guns cast loose and mt'n at quar
ters, expecting every moment to meet the enemy.
I had Ilome idea of their strength, General Van
Darn, commanding our forces at Vicksburg, having
written to me two days before that there weTt' then,
I think he said, thirty-seven men-of-war in sight
and more up the river. Near dark we narrowly
escaped the destruction of our smoke-slack from
an immense overhanging tree. From this disastt'r
we were savAd by young Grimball, who sprang
from the shield to another standing tree, with
rope'B-end in hand, and made it fast. We anchored
near Haynes's BId at midnight and rested till 3
A. M., when we got up anchor for the Beet, hoping

war was Immediately [that nlgbt) called on board the
Hartford," etc., ete. ThA BUme lettel', bearing every
Internal evidence of truth and 81ncerity, went on to say,
.. At dayUgbt (follOWing the night council) the Uttle tug
which [Admlml] Davl8 bad sent np the Yazoo 8ft a look
out eame down Uke a 8treak of lightning, screaming,
•Tbe A rkan8" Is coming I The A rkalUtU18 eomlng I' "
and tbf'n follow8 tbe account of excitement and prep
aration. Now all thl8 may have been only III the
Imagination of the corre8pondent, but there IDa. a de
tachment of our 8harp-8hooters under Captain Orand
pre at the raft. and we did cut and P8l!ll througb It lUI
8tated. (8ee al80 p. 666.) -I. N. B.
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THE CONFEDERATE RAil" .lJlXANSA8," .lWNG8IDE THE UNION GUN-BO.lr "C-UWI'OBLIlT."

to be with it at sunrise, but before it was light we
ran ashore and lost an hour in getting again afloat.
At sunrise we gained Old River-a lake caused
by a" cut..o1f" from the Mississippi; the Yazoo
enters this at the north curve, and, mingling its
deep waters with the wider expanse of the lake,
after a union of ten miles, breaks through a nar
row strip of land, to lose itself flnally in the Mis
sissippi twelve miles above Vicksburg. We were
soon to find the fleet midway between these points,
but hid from bot·h by the curved and wooded east
ern shore. As the son rose clear and fiery out of
the lake on our left, we saw a few miles ahead,
under full steam, three Federal vessels in line
approaching. These, as we afterward discovered,
were the iron~lad Carondelet, Captain Henry
Walke,~ the wooden gun-boat Tyler, LieutenlUlt
William Gwin, and a ram, the Queen of tlu: West,
Lieutenant James M. Hunter. Directing our pilot
to stand for the iron~lad, the center vessel of the
three, I gave the order not to tire our bow guns,
lest by doing so we should diminish our speed,
relying for the moment upon oor broadside guns
to keep the ram and the Tyler from gaining our
quarter. which they seemed eager to do. I had
determined, despite our want of spel'd, to try the
ram or iron prow upon the foe, who were gallantly
approaching; but when IE'SS than half a mile sepa
rated us, the Carondelet fired a wildly aimed bow
gun, backed round, and went from the Arkansas at
a speed which at once perceptibly increased the
space between us. The Tyler and ram followed

this movement of the iron~lad, and the sloern gunl!
of the Carondelet and the Tyler were brisk.ly~
on us. Grimball and Gift, with their sple-nd.i.I
sixty-fo1U'8, were now bWly at their work, whiko
Barbot and Wharton watched for .. ehanee shot
abeam. Read chafed in silence at his riftes. The
whole crew was under the immediate direcotiOll
of the first lieutenant, Henry Stevens., a re
ligioWi soldier, of the Bt~newall Jackson typE'.
who felt equally safe at all times and plaee8. I
was on the shield directly over our bow gtUll!. and
could see their shot on the way to the CGTOftfk'Ut.
and with my glasses I thought that I eould _ ~

white wood under her armor. This was _ti8fa~

tory, for I knew that no vessel afloat eouid loug
stand rapid raking by 8-inch shot at such 5bcm
range. We soon began to gain on the cbatoe. :rl't
from time to time I had to steE'r first to starboard.
then to port, to keep the inquisitive eODsorta of t1lft
Carondelet from inspecting my boiler-platl'l armor.
This gave the nearerantagoni@t an advantage. but
before he could improve it he would be ~in

brought ahead. While our shot seemed alwaY" t<o
hit his stern and disappear, his missiles., striJrin~

our inclined shield, were deflected over mv head
and lost in air. I received a seVE're eontwdon on
the head, but this gave me no concern aft.er I had
failed to find any brains mixed with the handful of
clotted blood which I drew from the wound and
examined. A moment later a shot from the- T,t,.,.
struck at my feet, penetrated the pilot-hotl8e, &lid.
cuttiug off a section of the whe-el, monaIJy hurt

~ The commander of theaa~and I bad beeu trlenda in the old n&V7 and__tee on .. Yoyq'e
around the world.-I. N. B.
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THE CONFEDERATE GUN-BOAT "ARKANSAS." 575

Chief Pilot Hodges and disabled our Yazoo River
pilot, Shacklett, who was at the moment much
needed, our Mississippi pilots knowing nothing of
Old River. James Brady, a Missourian of nerve
and equal to the dut,y, took the wheel, and I ordered
him to "keep the iron-clad ahead." All was going
well, with a near prospect of carrying out my tirst
iutention of using the ram, thit' time at a great ad.

of the shield. Our crew, thinking her sinking,
gave three hearty cheers. In swinging otf we ex·
posed our stem to the Garondelet's broadside, and
Read at the same time got a chance with his rifles.
The Carondelet did not return this fire of our broad
side and stern guns. Had she fired into our stern
when we were so near, it would have destroyed or
at least have disabled us.

Though I stood within easy pistol-shot, in uni
form, uncovered, and evidently the commander of
the .Arkansas, no more notice was taken of me by
the Carondelet than had been taken of my ship
when, to eflcape running into the mud, I had ex·
posed the .Arkml8as to being raked. Their ports
were closed, no flng was flying, not Il man 01'

officer was in view, not a sound or shot was heard.
She was apparently "disabled!'

We neither saw nor felt the Cunmdelet again,
but turned toward the spiteful Tyll"r and the wary
ram. As these were no longer a match for the
At·kan..~U8, they very properly took advantage of a
speed double our own to gain the shelter of their
fleet, the 1'yler making good practice at us while
in range with her pivot gun, and getting some
attention in the same way from our bows. Uuder
the ordinary circumstances of war we had just got
through with a fair hour's work; but knowing what
was ahead of us, we had to regard it in the same
light as our Missouri militia did, as " a pretty smart
skirmish."

On gaining the Mississippi, we saw no vessels but
the two we had driven before us. While following

CAPT.lL'" I. N. BROWN, C. s. N. FROIl.l PHOTOGR.lPIi. these in the dil'8ction of Vicksburg I had the OppOl'-
vantage, for the stem of the Carondelet was now the tunity of inspectiug engine and tire rooms, where
objective point, and she seemed to be going slow I found engineers and tiremen had been sutfering
and unsteady. Unfortunately the 7yler also slowed, under a temperature of 120° to 130°. The execu
80 as to keep near his friend, and this brought us tive officer, while attending to every other duty
within easy range of his small-arms. I saw with during the recent tiring, had organized a relief
80me coucern, as I was the only visible target ont- party from the men at the guns, who went down
side our shield, that they were firing by volleys. into the fire-room every flfttlen minutes, the others
I ought to have told Stevens to hold otf Grimball coming up or being, in many instances, hauled up,
and Gift from the iron-clad till they could finish the exhausted in that time; in this way, by great
Tyler, but neither in nor out of battle does one al- care, steam was kept to service gange, but in
ways do the right thing. I was near the hatchway the conIDct below the tire department broke down.
at the moment when a minie-ball, striking over The counection between furnaces and smoke-stack
my left temple, tumbled me down among the guns. (technically called the breechings) were in this
I awoke as if from sleep, to tind kind hands second conflict shot away, destroying the draught
helping me to a place among the killed and and letting the fiames come out into the shield, raiB
wounded. I soon regained my place on the ingthe temperature there to 1200, while it had al
shield. I found the CarOfldelet still ahead, bnt ready risen to 130° in the fire-room. It has been
much nearer, and both vessels entering the wil· asked why the Arkatl8as was not used as a ram.
lows, which grew out on the bar at the inner curve The want of speed and of confidence in the engines
of the lake. To have run into the mud, we draw- answers the question. We went into action in Old
ing 13 feet (the Carondelet only 6), woold have River with 120 pounds of steam, and though every
('nded the matter with the .Arkatl8aB. The CarOfl- effort was made to keep it up, we came out with
de~t's position could only be accounted for by sup- but 20 pounds, hardly ('nough to turn the engines.
posing her steering apparatus destroyed. '\ The Aided by the current of the Mississippi, we soon
deep water was on our starboard bow, where at approachedtheFederalfieet-aforestofmastsand
80me distance I saw the Tyler and the ram, as it smoke-stacks-ships, rams, iron-clads, and other
awaiting our further entanglement. I gave the gun-boats on the left side, and ordinary river steam
orner" hard a-port and depress port guns." So ers and bomb-vessels along the right. To any
near were we to the chase that this action of the one having a real ram at command the genius of
helm brought us alongside, and our port broadside havoc could not have otfered a tinerview, the pan
caused her to heel to port and then roll back so oramic effect of which was intensified by the city
deeply &8 to take the water over her deck forward of men spread out with innumerable tents opposite,

'\ 8ucb W88 tbe tact.- EDrroRS.
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on the right bank. We were not yet in sight of
Vicksburg, but in every direction, except &litem,
our eyes rested on enemies. I had long known the
most of these &II valued friends, and if I now had
any doubts of the success of the A,'kansa8 they were
inspired by this general knowledge rather than
from any awe of a particular name. It seemed at
a glanee as if a whole navy had come to keep me
away from the heroic city,- six or seven rams,

LIBUTENANT JOliN ORllIB&LL, C. S. N.

FROII '" PBOTOGR.\PH.

four or five iron-elads, without including one ac
counted for an hour ago, and the fleet of Farragut
generally, behind or inside of this fleet. The rams
seemed to have been held in reaerl'e, to come out be
tween the intervals. Seeing this, as we neared the
head of the line I said to our pilot, "Brady, shave
that line of men-of-war as close &II you can, so that
the rams will not have room to gather head-way
in coming out to strike us." In this way we ran
so near to the wooden ships that each may have
expected the blow which, if I could avoid it, I did
not intend to deliver to any, and probably the Tams
running out at slow speed across the line of our
advance received in the smoke and fury of the fight
more damage from the guns of their own men-of
war than from those of the Arkall8(u.

.As we neared the head of the line our bow guns,
trained on the Hartford, began this second fight of
the morning (we were yet to have a third one before
the day dosed), and within a few minutes, &S the
enemy was brought in range, every gun of the
.drka_ W&ll at its work. It was calm, and the
smoke settling over the combatants, our men at
times directed their guns at the flashes of those of
their opponents. As we advanoed, the line of fire
seemed to grow into a circle constantly closing.
The shook of missiles striking our sides W&II lite~

ally continuous, and &II we were now surrounded,

without room for anything but pushing ahead. and
shrapnel shot were coming on our shield deck.
twelve pounds at a time, I went below to set'

how our Mi880uri backwoodsmen were handling
their lOo-pounder Columbiads. At this moment
I had the most lively realization of having steamed
into a real volcano, the Arka1l8Q8 from its center
firing rapidly to every point of the circumferenee,
without the fear of hitting a friend or missing an
enemy. I got below in time to see Read and
Seales with their rifled guns blow off the feeble
attack of a ram on our stem. Another ram was
across our way ahead. As I gave the order, "Go
through him, Brady!" his steam went into the
air, and his crew into the river. A shot from oue
of our bow guns had gone through his boiler and
saved the collision. We P&ll8ed by and through
the brave fellows struggling in the water under a
shower of missiles intended for us. It W&II a little
hot this morning all around; the enemy's shot fre
quently found weak places in our armor, and their
shrapnel and minie-balls also eame through our
port-holes. Still, under a temperature of 1200. our
people kept to their work, and as each one. &<·t
ing under the steady eye of Bt.evens, seemed to
think the result depended on himself, I sought a
cooler atmosphere on the shield, to find, elose
ahead and acro88 our way, a large iron-elad di8
playing the square flag of an admiraL Though we
had but little head-way, his beam was exposed,
and I ordered the pilot to strike him amidships.
He avoided this by steaming ahead, and, pusing
under his stern, nearly touching, we gave him
our starboard broadside, which probably weut
through him from rudder to prow. This W&8 our
last shot, and we received none in return.

We were now at the end of what had seemed the
interminable line, and also past the outer rim of
the volcano. I now called the omcers up to take
a look at what we had just come through and to
get the fresh air; and &II the little group of heroell
closed around me with their friendly words of
congratulation, a heavy rifle-shot pa88ed close
over our heads: it was the parting salutation, and
if aimed two feet lower would have beeu to us the
most injurious of the battle. We wt're not yt't in
sight of Vicksburg, but if any of the fieet followed
us farther on our way I did not perceive it.

The Arkan8as continued toward Vieksburg with
out further trouble. When within sight of the city,
we saw another fleet preparing to reeeive WI or
recede from us, below: one ve88el of the fleet Wilt<

aground and in flames. With our firemen exhaust
ed, our smoke-stack Cllt to pieces, and a seetion of
our plating tom from the side, we were not in eon
dition just then to begin a third battle; mOJ"POver
humanity required the landing of our wounded 
terribly torn by eannon-shot-and of our dead.
We were received at Vieksburg with enthturiastie
cheers. Immediate measures were taken to repair
damages and to recrnit our crew, diminished to
one-half their original number by casualtiell, and
by the expiration of service of those who had vol
unteered only for the trip to Vicksburg.

We had left the Yazoo River with a shorteupply
of fuel, and after our flrst landing opposi~ the

Digitized by Google



THE CONFEDERATE GUN-BOAT "ARKANSAS."

----------

577

city-hall we soon dropped down to the coal depot,
where we began coaling and repairing, nnder the
fire of the lower :fleet, to which, under the circum
stances, we could make no reply. Most of the
enemy's shot fell short, but Renshaw, in the West- .
jield, made very fine practice with his 100-pounder
rille gun, occasionally throwing the spray from his
shot over our working party, but with the benefit
of sprinkling down the coal dust. Getting in our
coal, we moved out of range of such sharp practice,
where, under le88 excitement, we hastened such
temporary repairs as would enable us to continue
the offensive. We had intended trying the lower
fleet that evening, but before our repairs could be
completed and our crew reenforced by suitable
selections from the army, the hours of night were
approaching, under the shadows of which (however
favorable for running batteries) no brave man
cares from choice to fight.

About sunset of the same day, 1\ number of our
antagonists of the morning, including the :flag-ship
Hartf(»'d and the equally formidable Richmond,
were seen under full steamcom~down the river.
Before they came within range of the Arkafl8a8, we
had the gratification of witnessing the beautiful
reply of our upper shore-batteries to their gallant
attack. Unfit as we were for the offensive, I told
Steveus to get under way and run out into the
midst of the coming :fleet. Before this order could
be executed one vessel of the :fleet sent a 160
pound wrought-iron bolt through our armor and
engine-room, disabling the engine and killing,
among others, Pilot Gilmore, and knocking over
board the heroic Brady, who had steered the A.r
1:a1lBQS through our morning's work. This single
shot caused also a very serious leak, destroyed all
the contents of the dispensary (fortunately our
Burgeon, Dr. Washington, was just then away from
his medicines), and, passing through the opposite
bulwarks, lodged between the wood-work and the
annor. Stevens promptly detailed a party to aid
the carpenter in stopping the leak, while our bow
and port-broadside gnns were rapidly served on
the passing vessels. So close were t.hese to our
guns that we could hear our shot crashing through
their sides, and the groans of their wounded; and,
incredible as it now seems, these sounds were
heard with 0. fierce delight by the Arkansas's people.
Why no attempt was made to ram our vessel, I do
not know. Our position invited it, and our rapid
firing made that position conspicuous; but as by
this time it was growing dark, and the Arka1l8as
<!lose inshore, they may have mistaken us for a
water-battery. We had greatly the advantage in
pointing our guns, the enemy passing in line ahead,
and being distinctly visible as each one for the
time shut out our view of the horizon. And now
this busy day, the 15th of July, 1862, was closed
with the sad duty of sending ashore a second party
of killed and wounded, and the rest which our ex
haustion rendered necessary was taken for the
night under 0. dropping fire of the enemy's 13-inch
shells.

During the following week we were exposed day
and niKht to these falling bombs, which did not hit
thE' A,.1:a1l8as, but frequently exploded under wl\ter

near by. One shell, which fell nearly under our
bows, threw up a number of fish. As these :floated
by with the current, one of our men said: "Just look
at that, will you' Why, the upper :fleet is killing
fish for the lower fleet's dinner!" In time we be
came accustomed to this shelling, bnt not to the
idea that it was without danger; and I know of no
more effective way of curing a man of the weakness
of thinking that he is without the feeling of fear
than for him, on a dark night, to watch two or three
of these double-fused descending shells, all near
each other, and seeming as though they would
strike him between the eyes.

In three days we were again in condition to
move and to menace at our will either :fleet, thus
compelling the enemy's entire force, in the terrible
July heat, to keep up steam da.yand night. An
officer of the fleet writing at this time, said: "An
other conncil of war was held on board the admi
ral's [fiag-ship] last night, in which it was re
solved that the Arkansas must be destroyed at all
hazards, a thing, I suspect, much easier said than
done; but I wish that she was destroyed, for she
gives us no rest by day nor sleep by night!' We
constantly threatened the offensive, and our rais
ing steam, which they could perceive by our smoke
stack, was the signal for either :fleet to fire up.
As the temperature at that season was from 90°
to 1000 in the shade, it was clear that unless
the A.rkansas could be "destroyed" the siege, if
for sanitary reasons alone, must soon be raised.

The result of our first real attempt to resume
the offensive was that before we could get within
range of the mortar :fleet, our engine completely
broke down, and it was with difficulty that we
regained our usual position in front of the city.

The timely coming of the iron-clad Essex, fresh
from the docks, and with a new crew, enabled the
Union commander to attack us without risk to hiB
regular or original blockadingforce. Tbeycouldnot
have taken us at a more unprepared moment. Some
of our offieers and all but twenty-eight of our crew
were in hospitals ashore, and we lay helplessly at
anchor, with a disabled engine. I made known to
the general commanding at VickBburg the condi
tion of our vesBel, and witb great earnestneBs per
sonally urged him to give me, without delay,
enough men to fight my gnns, telling him that I ex
pected an attack every hour. I was promised that
the men (needed at the moment) should be sent to
me the next day. The following morning at sun
rise the Essex, Commodore William D. Porter, with
the Queen of the West, no doubt the beBt ram of the
Ellet :flock (though as far as my experience went
they were all ordinary sheep and equally harm
leBs), ran down under full steam, re~lessof the
fire of our upper shore-batteries, and made the
expected attack. We were at anchor and with
only enough men to fight two of our guns;
but by the zeal of our officers, who mixed in
with theBe men as part of the guns' crews, we
were able to train at the right moment and fire
all the guns which could be brought to bear upon
our cautiously coming assailants. With a view
perhaps to avoid our bow guns, the~ made
the mistake, so far as her success was concerned,
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of running ioto us across the current instead of
coming head-on with its force. At the moment of
collision, when our guns were muzzle to muzzle,
the ArkaMas's broadside was exchanged for the
bow guns of the assailant; a shot from one of the
latter struck the Arkall8as's plating a foot forward
of the forward broadside port, breakiug off the
ends of the railroad bars and driving them in
among our people; the solid shot followed, eroll8ed
diagonally our gun-deck, and split on the breeeh
of our starboard after-broadside gun. This shot
killed eight and wounded aU: of our men, but left
us still half our erew. What damage the EBIIe:e
received I did not ascertain, but that veasel
drifted elear of the Arkall8a8 without again fir
ing, and after reeeiving the fire of our stern
ritlea steamed in the face and under the tlre of
the Vicksburg batteries to the ileet below. Had
Porter at the moment of the collision thrown
fifty men on our upper de{'k, he might have made
fast to us with a hawser, and with little additional
1088 might have taken the Arkall8al and her twenty
men and omcera. We were given time by the ap
proaching ram to reload our guns, and this aecond
_ilaDt, coming also acroas instead of with the
current, .. butted" us 80 gently that we hardly felt
the shook. The force of his blow was tempered to us
no doubt by the effect of our three broadside guns,

which were fired into him when he was less than
fifty feet distant. Apparently blinded by sueh Il

blow in the face, he drifted astern and ran ashore
under the muzzles of Read's rifles, the bolts from
which were probably lost in the immense quaDtity
of hay in bales which seemed stowed over and
around him. Getting clear of the bank, the ram
wore round without again attempting to strike the
Arkansas, and steamed at great speed up the rivl'r.
receiving in passing a second broadside from our
port battery, and in the excitement of getting
away neglecting the cRution of his advan('t', he
brought himself within range of onr deadly how
guns, from which Grimball and Gift sent Il()licl
shot that seemed to pass through him from stem
to stern. As he ran ont of range he was takf.'n
in tow and was run up into the Davis fleet.

Thus closed the fourth and final battle of the
Arkamma, leaving the daring Confederate '"f·""el.
though reduced in erew to twenty men all told for
duty, still defiant in the presence of a hoatile foree
perhaps exceeding in real strength that which
fought under Nelson at Trafalgar. The conduct
of our men and omcera was on this ooeasion.
as on every former trial, worthy of the American
name. Moving quickly in a squad, from ~ to
gun, reloading, and running out f.'ach one sep.
rately, and then dividing into parties 6ufticient
to train and fire, they were as determined and
cheerful as they eould have been with a full erew on
board. The closene88 of this contest with the e-z
may be inferred from the circumstanee thAt BeV

eralof our surviving men had their faces black
ened and were painfully hurt by the nnburnt
powder which came through our po~holes fmm
the AS8ailant's guns.

It was perhaps as much a matter of coal as of
cannon, of health 88 of hostility, that the UniQn
commandera had now to decide upon. U the Ar
kansas could not be destroyed, the siege mWlt
be raised, for fifty ships, more or leas, could not
keep perpetual steam to confine one little 1()..gtm
ve88el within her conceded control of six miles of
the Missiasippi River. It was, indeed, a dilemma.
and doubtle88 the le88 difticult hom of it was
chosen. Boon after our contribution to the .f:,,__rs
laurels, aud between sunset and sunrise, the lower
ileet started for the recuperative atmosphere of
salt-water, and about the same time the npper
ileot-rams, bombs, and iron-clads-steamed for
the North. Thus was di88ipated for the seaBOn the
grente8t naval foree hitherto assembled at one
time in the New World.

Vicksburg was now without the suspicion of an
immediate enemy. I had taken, with my bra'\"'t'
A880C!iates, for the last sixty days, my share of labor
and watchfulness, and I now left them for four
days, only, as I supposed, to sustain without mt' the
lAS8itude of inaction. Important repairs wt'ft' yet
neee888ry to the engines, and mueh of the iron
plating had to be refastened to her shattt"Tt'd
sides. This being fairly under way, I ea1led, Thurs
day P. M., upon General Van Dom, commanding the
forces, and told him that, having obtained ~lt'

graphic permission from the N• ...,. Department to
turn over the command of the veuel tem.-vi11
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to the omeer next in rank, First Lieutenant Ste- yet in abeyance, had attained scienti1lc celebrity
vens, I would go to Grenada, Miss., and that I by dabbling in the waters of the Dead Sea, at a
would return on the following Tuesday A. M., time when I was engaged in the siege of Vera Cruz
by which time the .J.rka1l8tJ8, I hoped, would be and in the general operations of the Mexican war.
ready once more to resume the offensive. Almost Ignorant or regardless of the condition of the
immediately on reaching Grenada I was taken .J.rkall8aB, fresh from Richmond on his mission of
violently ill, and while in bed, unable, as I sup- bother, not eommunicating with or informing me on
posed, to rise, I received a dispatch from Lieu- the subject, he ordered Stevens to obey Van Dom
tenant Stevens saying that Van Dom required him without any regard to my orders to the contrary.
to steam at once down to Baton Rouge to aid Under the double orders of two commanders-in
in a land attack of our forces upon the Union chief to be at Baton Rouge at a certain date and
garrison holding that place. I replied to this '\\ith hour, Stevens could not use that tender care which
a positive order to remain at Vicksburg until I his engines required, and before they completed
could join him; and without delay caused myself their desperate run of three hundred miles against
t.o be taken to the railroad station, where I threw time, the starboard one suddenly broke down,
myself on the mail-bags of the first passing train, throwing the vessel inextricably ashore. This
unahle to sit up, and did not change my posi- misfortune, for which there was no present remedy,
Hon until reaching Jackson, 130 miles distant. happened when the vessel was within sight of
On applying there for a special train to take me Baton Rouge. Very soon after, the Essex was seen
to Vicksburg, I learned that the .J.rkunsus had approaching under full steam. Stevens, as humane
been gone from that place four hours.* Van 8S he was true and brave, finding that he could
Dom had been persistent beyond all reason in his not bring a single gun to bear upon the coming
demand, and Stevens, undecided, had referred the foe, sent all his people over the bows ashore,
question to a senior omcer of the Confederate remaining alone to set fire to his vessel; this he
navy, who was at Jackson, Miss., with horses and did so effectually that he had to jump from the
carriages, furnished by Government in plaee of a stern into the river and save himself by swim
ftag-ship, thus commanding in chief for the Con- ming; and with colorsllying, the gallant .J.rkanaas,
federaey on the Mississippi, sixty miles from its whose decks bad never been pressed by the foot
nearest waters. This omcer, whose war record was of an enemy, was blown into the air.'* I Wall entirely cured by thi8 Intelligence. and hllmedl"tely hurried t() PontehatonJa, the nearest approach by

ratl to Baton Rouge, and thence arrived nearly In ttme to _ the explosion ot the ArkaMaB.- I. N. B.

DBSTRUI-'TION 01' TOll: COllFlI:DEIUTK lUX .. ARltAIC8A.8."
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CONFEDERATE TORPEDOES IN THE YAZOO.

NOTE TO THE FOBJ:OOINO ABTICLE.-The con
dition of the CarcmdeUit in the fight with the .<fr
ka718a8 ill exhibited by the following extmets from
the log of the veBsel, here printed from the orig
inal manWlOript:

"Jvl1I1otA. Commencea and nnUl' A. H. c1flar and ...arm.
At 3: 80 called all handa and have np our anchor.- EDW'D E.
BKI&:f:f A '111.

"From , to 8: At' got nnder ..ay aUlI proceeded up the
river, gun.boat 7llllWr (7'JIler] and ram Qt&loeft 01 rAe WuI fol
10...lng n.; at ,: 80 entered yazoo River; at I> 7'rIIIWr and
QuMn 01 the WUf paeeed u.; at 6 d1lKlOvered a boat coming
do..n the rlv8r; Immediately went to quartel'8 and alflared
the boat for action. Rebel ram opened lire upon the QuMn 01
rAe WuI and gun-boat 7llllWr, and they Immediately rounded
to. We found Ihe advanclug rebel boat to be a powerful guo·
boat and ram. We rounded to and headed dOWD-.tream, at
the .&me time IIrlng upon her ...Ith aU onr battene. u ...e
brought them In range. Captain Walke halled the 7llllWr u
.he PaM"'!, and ordere,! Lieutenant-Commander G ...ln to go
ahead and Inform the commodore of the ArkllMU'. approach.
The ram made for UB, aOil foran hour we continued a running
light (.he galning on no); dlolanCll, 500 to I>Oyarda. Onr wheel·
ropeR were B1J.ot away. steam-escape pipe cut, exbaust pipe
cnt, cold....ater .upply 1.lpe rlddled with plecee of .hot, and
.team-llange .hot a ..ay; the boat becoming unman_ble.

"Our tiller ropee and box being ahot a ..ay, the Cllrl>flddef
waa nnmanageable, and ran upon a small Btump after the
Ar1l:<Jneru pueed by n.. Aa ahe pa.eed by n_ we called the
boRrdera np on deck, and we gave her our _tarboard bl"OlUl.
.Ide and bow gun.. IIrlng them ae the enemy came In range.
At thl. time the Ark4n1fU'. IIRg ..... down, an,1 not hal_ted
&ll'aln ...hlle In .ljrht. Our backlnl"·bell and _peaklng.trumpet
being .hota...ay, the pilot ooull! not communJcate readily with
the engineer. By thl_ time the ram had plUl86d by U., and
...ae following the 7'rIllwr. After remaining at the bank for
a .bort time t<l repair dam&ll'88 we made our way down the
river, aUlI found that the rebel boat had .ucceede<!ln puelng
by the ..hole of the 1I0tl1la and ram.. We received live .hote

In the captaln·. cabin and three In the "'ard·-. C_ of
the .hola paae!ng clear through the ...heel·ho...... one lod«!D~

In the ateerage meM-room. one lfOin~ through wh_-b""...
carrying .....ay deck-pump. p_g through bulkhead aft "I
8team (lrum, glancJnlr np, paaalnl' over .team drum, Ilotrikinlt
carline., carrying aw.y four of them. and faUIng Into fir<
room. One «'ling t1,rough ...heel-honae. carrying ....ay swam
ellCllpe plpea, goln~ throu~b t ..o coppel'll on tbe gall....
through .moke-plpe, thronKh venwatore, througb bulkhead
forward of Ilre-room, through lOOlMl t1mben p1lleed. upon t.I,.
bulkb""'l, and enterlng four plecetl of .II .lnch Iron_ One ",.m·
Ing In captaln'. cahln on .lar~ comer, catTylng a,,-ay
t ...elve carltn...., .trlklng chambenl of 81de pipe. glaDcln" up
...ard aud cnttlng exhauet pipe, aud striking npper dedr. o"'''r
engine-room and falling to the maln deck. One OOmlnl! in
...ard-room Ju.t amIdehlpe, cuttlng ....ay eillbt carlin.... _
Ing through the oblef tlDlJIneer's, surgeon'.. &Dd guDD..r'.
room.. carrylnc a...ay hnIkheadll, and .trIking the deck and
fetching up~t ti,e ..Iter stanchion on port AIde. Another
.hot came through .larboard quarter, p&ll8lng tbrougla :rt
and lot maetel'8' room and through the captain·. cabln ....t
of Ille after-port.. Another _hot came through the Iron on
.larboard.ille, breaking In _mate, and the .!JoC b.-kin!,
In plect"lI; two Bhoy carry-JDI' away Iron, aad. comin,:
through the Iron Into the wood on the InAld... B<lLb cnt..,,.,.
.hot a..ay; two boate'davlte carned a...ay; all boatA' falla ou
.larboard "'de .hot ..way; three awning .lanchlons shol
away. One .hell bunt on .tar~ lIIde of upper d""~.

cutting a ...ning In pl_ and aettlnK _larboard hammoa:l<·
netting on lire. We expended dnrlng the engagement ......
32-pound gun, weight 43 huudred.welght. atruckoD th.. lo...-,-r
part of the mnzzle, .plltting the gun In t ...o pi...,.,.: al1 -....
Ing plk.... one muaket, three revolver.. and fonr cuU-.
belte, and IIlCcoutennente were lost and .hot La pl...,_ dnrill~

the engall"ement. Robert Letty, Chari.... A. WllfgiuS, ("harl...
Sehraw, and Oltver Gregge were kille<!. There we", aI"" 15
wounded and 16 miMIng. Expended ninety rille ..,d eol,,1
.hote. . • . EDW'» E. BKEIl);Al'm, 1at I\(aeter."

The reader ill also referred to Admiral Walke's
statement on p. 555,-EDITORS.

CONFEDERATE TORPEDOES IN THE YAZOO.

BY ISAAC N. BROWN, CAPTAIN, C. B. N.

I T waB rather by inference than by any direct
orders that after the sacrifice of the .<frkaftBa8

I was left to guard the Yazoo River. At this
junctnre Messrs. McDonald (or McDonough) and
Ewing, acting masterB in the Confederate navy,
offered to aid me with torpedoeB. So poor in reo
Bources were we, that in order to make a beginning
I borrowed a five-gallon glass demijohn, and pro
curing from the army the powder to fill it and an
artillery friction tube to explode it, I Bet these two
enterprising men to work with a coil of Bmall iron
wire which they stretched from bank to bank, the
demijohn filled with inflammable material being
suspended from the middle, Bome feet below the
Burface of the water, and BO connected with the fric
tion tube inBide &B to ignite when a vessel should
come in contact with the wire. Soon after it W&B put
in position the iron-elad CatrO came up the river
[December 12th, 1862], and, keeping the middle
of the Btrell.m, hit the demijohn, and within twelve
minuteB went to the bottom in thirty feet of water.

Thus a belligerent vellBel waB first "neutral
ized" by an enemy's t,orpedo. The moral Btrength
thus added to our defenses may be inferred from
an anecdote reported to me soon after. One of
our Confederate people went on board a Union
gun-boat off the mouth of the Yazoo, under flag of
truce, and met there an old me8llDlate and friend,

and said banteringly to bim, "Tom, why don't yon
go up and clean out the Yazoo'" "I would a.
soon think of going to -- at once," W&l! thl' an
swer, "for Brown has got the river chock·full of
torpedoes."

I also made a contract with Dr. Fretwell and Yr.
Norman, then at Yazoo City, for fifty or more of
these destructives on Dr. Fretwell's plan- auto
matic action on being brought in contact with a
vessel or boat. But the difficulty of proeuri~

materials prevented the completion of the cont~t
for the whole number in time.

On the moming of the Union advance upon Yazoo
City [July 13th, 1863], I bad myself placed t"ll"O
of these .. Fretwells " half a mile below our land
battery of one rifie 6-inch gun - handled by thl'
same men - the B&me gun, in fact, that had aidt>d
in the defense of Fort Pemberton. The Dt! Eel/I>
had there felt this gun, and it e&ml' twi~ within
its range on thill day,-retiring both timl's"'llith·
out unre&Bonable de1ay,-but when our sailor crew
found themBelves uncovered by our laud fore~,

and a whole division of Union men within rUle
range, they withdrew under orders, and the Dt
Kalb, seeing our gun Bilent, advanced for the thiN
timl'. getting &B far &B the torpedoes, aDd thl're
BlIddenly diB&ppea.ring beneath the WIlters of the
Yazoo. [Bee a.lso pp. 559 and 570.]



UNION VESSELS IN THE VICKSBURG OPERATIONS.

THE MI88IB8IPPI FLOTILLA.-Rear-AdmiNIDavld Rebel, Act. V. Lieut. T. B. Gl'8gory, 8eptember, 186~,

D. Porter, commanding; Commander A. H. Pennock, 3 howitzers; March, 1863, , howitzers; Sumter, Lieut.
Fleet Captalu, Naval 8tation, Cairo. Henry Erben (Vicksburg, July 15th, 1862),' gun8, 1 how-

GUN-BOATB.-Benltm, Lieut.-Com. 8. L. Phelps, Lieut.- itzer.
Com. W. Gwln (yazoo River, December, 1116~I, Lieut.- Tnr-cLADs.-BrlUianl, Act. V. Lieut. C. G. Perkins,
Com_ J. A. Greer (Vicksburg, Grand Gult" 16 guUB; 8eptember, 1862, , howitzers; February, 1863, 6 how
EIlM".z, Com. W. D. PorLer, Com. C. H. B. Caldwel1 (Port itzers; Orkket, Act. V. Lieut. A. R. Langthorne, 6 how
lIudMon), Com. R. Townsend, II guns, 1 howitzer; July, itzers; Forul Rose, Act. V. Lieut. George W. Brown,
1862.7 guus, 1 howitzer; June loth, 1863, 8 guns, ~ how- December, 1882. 2 guns, 'howitzers; August 19th, 1863,
ItzerM; Auguet 1st, 1863, 8 guns, , howitzers. 'guUB, , howitzers; Glide, Act. Lt. 8. E. Woodworth

EADH IBON-CUDS.-81. LouiB (Baron De Kalb), Lieut. (Ark. P08t): Juliel, Act. V. Lieut. Ed. Bhaw, 6110wltzers;
W. McGunnegle (St. Charles), Lieut.-Com. J. G. Walker Lin!kn, Aet. V. Lieut. T. E. 8mlth, Act. Haster T. H.
(Yazoo River, Ark:anll&8 P08t, yazoo PIllI8, Haynes's FarreU, 6 howltze1"l\; Marmora, Act. V. Lieut. Robert
BId. Yazoo City), 13 !{Uns (reduced to 7, Hay, 1863); Getty, September, 1882, , howitzers; December, 1862,
Oairo, Llent.-eom. T. O. Seltrldge, 13 guUB, 1 howitzer; 8 howitzers: Pelnl, Act. Haster T. HcElroy, Act. V.
Oarondelel, Com. Henry Walke lactlon with ArkanBlU, Lieut. John Pearce; Raltler, Lieut.-Com. Wat50n 8mlth
July 15th, 1862), Lieut. J. H. Murphy (8teele's Bayou, (Ark. Post, Yazoo PasS), A"t. Master W. E. H. Fentress,
Vicksburg, Rnd Grand Gult), 13 guIlS, 1 howitzer; Hay 8 howitzers; Romeo, Act. EUB. R. B. 8mlth (Yazoo River,
15th. 1863, 11 gUllJl; Olneinnali, Lieut.-Com. B. WilBOn December, 1862), Act. Master T. Baldwin, 6 howitzers;
(Vicksburg. July, 186~), Lieut. George H. Bache (Arkan- lngftal, Act. V. Lieut. John Scott, Aot. V. Lient. C.
uS Post, Steele's Bayou, Vlck8burg, Hay :nth), 13 K\Uls,1 Dominy, 8eptember, 1~, , howitzers; Hay, 1863, 6
howitzer; LouinilU, Com. B.H. Dove (Vioksbm'g, July, howitzers; November, 1863, 2 guns, 6 howltzel"ll.
111621, Lieut.-Com. E. K. Owen (Arkan8a8 Post, Steele's VABIOUS VBIlIlELB.- Alezandrfa. Act. Master D•• P.
Bayou, Vicksburg, and Grand Gult),13 gunB,lhowltzer; Rosenmlller, ~ howitzers; Argoq, Act. Eus. J. C.
..vound Oilll, Com. A. H. Kilty (St. Charles), Lieut.- Morong, 7 howitzers; Blaek Hawk, Lieut.-Coln. K. R.
Com. W. Gwin (Yazoo River Raid, Aug., '6~), Lient, B. Breese lArk. Post and Vicksburg), II guns, ~ howitzers;
WI1.IIon (8teele'R Bayou, VlekBburg, and Grand Gult. War- Ohampion, Act. Muter Alfred Phelps, ~ gunR, ~ howitz
renton), 13 gnn8, 1 howitzer; Hay 28, '63, 11 K\Ul8; July 26, ers; Ooflinglon, Act. V. Lieut. J. B. Hurd. Act. V. Lieut.
'6.1, IS glln8; Piluburg". Act.V. Lieut.W. R. Hoel, 13 gUlls; Geo. P. I.ord,' gnus, , howitzers; Ourleu>, Act. Ens. H.
Sept•• '62, 12 guns, 1 howitzer; May 18, '63, 13 guus; Dec.. B. O'Neill, 8 howitzers; Erehange, Act. V. Lieut. J. S.
'63. 1~ gnne. Hurd, 2 !{UnR, II howitzers; ForI Hindman, Act. V. Lient.

LATKa laON-CLADs.-OhoelatD (turl'8t), Lieut.-Com. F. Johnpoorce. 6gunR; HlUling., Act. V. Lieut. A. R. Lanp;
H. Ramsay IHayn68's BluJf, Yazoo River, Yazoo City, thorne,' guns, , howitzers; Kenwood, Act. Haster
1I111iken'RBend), April9th,I863,'guns; HaY,I863,'guns, John Swaney. Hay, 1863, ~ guns, 'howitzers; Kell We.I,
~ hOwitzers; June 8th,l863, 6 guns, 2 howitzers; La/alletle, Act. V. Lieut. E. H. King, Hay, 1863, 6 howitzers; June
Capt. H. Walke (Vicksburg and Grand Gn\t), 6 guUB,' 16th, 1863,8 howitzers; MOOIIe, Lieut.-Com. LeRoy Fitch.
howitzen; O"Ulleolhe, Lieut.-Com. J. P. Foster (Yazoo 6 howitzers; Naumkeag, Act. Haster John Rogers, ~

PaM), ~ guUB; I,wianDla, Lieut.-Com, George Brown,' guns.' howitzers; NtJtD Era, Aet. Master F. W. Flanner,
guu,,; Trueumbia, l.Jeut.-Com. J. W. 8111rk (Vicksburg Act. Huter J. C. Bunner, 6 howitzers; Pawpaw, Act.
and ONnd Gult), 5 gDnB. Haster A. F. Thomp80n, ~ guus, 6 howitzers; PeodG,

RoDGEBB GIDI-BOATS.-Oonuloga, Llent. G. W. BIod- Act. V. Lieut. T. E. Smith, 6 gnns, 8 howitzers; PrairiB
gett (8t. Charles), Llent.-Com. T. O. SeltridllB, , gunR, 1 Bird, Act. V. Lleut. E. E. Brennand, 8howitzer8; QuUJI
howitzer; Luington, Llent. JameB W. Bhirk (8t. Charles, Oilll' Act. V. Lieut. J. Goudy, Act. V. Lieut. G. W,
yazoo River, Dec" '~, Arkansas PORt) ; Lieut.-eom. 8. L. Brown, April. 1863, • guns, 'howitzers; Reindeer, Act. V.
Phelps (Cumberland River, Jan..'63) ; Uent.-Com. Le Roy Llent. H. A. Glasstord, 6 howitzers; 81. Olair, Act. V.
Fitch (Tenn688C6 and Cumberland rivers); Lieut. U. H. Lieut. J. B. Hurd, Act. V. Lieut. T. B. Gregory, 8eptem
Bllehe (White River), 6 guns; 8ept."6~,7gun8,1 howit.<er; bel', 1862, , howitzers; February 1863, 6howitzers; 8U_
1'JIkr. Lient. Wi1llam Gwln (action with Arka,.."", July Oloud, Act. V. Lieut. A. F. O'Neil, 6 howitzers; SU_
a, '~); Lieut·.-Com. J. H. PrIchett (Yazoo River, Dec., Lake, Act. Master J. C. Coyle, 6 howitzel'8; 8pringft$ld,
'62, Helena),7 guns; Sept., '62, 9 guUB,l howitzer. Act. Huter J. Watson, 6 howitzers; Tawa". Act. V.

ELLU RUB.-Lieut.-Col. A. W. Ellet. Col. C. R. Lient. J. Goudy, ~ gnns, 6 howitzers; Viet""", Act. Ha&
Ellet. (Orlginal1y employed without armament; subae- ter F. Read, 6 howit2ers.
qoently huwitzers or other light guns were mounted MOBTAB-BOATS, Gunner Eugene Hook; Enl!ign Hiller.
tram time to time. Freqnent chang68 were alBO made AUXILIABY.-AbraIlam, Act. Enll. W. Wagner (in·
in commanding oftlcen. ThOBe engaged in impor- 8pection boat); Olara Dolsen, Ueut.-Com. T. Pattison
tant acttoUB are mentioned below. The ve8Bels were (receiving 8hip at CBiro), 1 gun; lhneral Lyon, Pilot R.
the FHUon. Horner, Larwuter. Llent.-eoL J. A. Ellet E. Birch (di8patch ooatl, ~ howitzers; GramptU, Aot.
(p&A8Bge ot Vlclreburg, Harch ~5th, 1863); Lloneu. MBll- Huter E. BellI! (receiving 8h1p); Gre4t Wutern, (ord
ter T. O'Rt"illy (Yazoo River, December, 186~); Mingo, nance boat), Act. V. Uellt. W. F. Hamlltou; Judge Tor
j{OfIaIYJr;, 8ergt. E. W. DaV18 (Yazoo River raid, Anguet, renee, (ordnAnce boat). Act. V. Uent. J. F. Richardson;
Il11l2), Col. C. R. Ellet (Ark. Post); Quun o/l1Ie Wul, N_ National, Act. Haster A. M. GNUt (re<'.elvlngshl\l),
Lieut. J. H. Hnnter (action ot July 15th, 186~). Lieut.- 1 howitzer; &d ROfJer, Act. Master W, R. Wells (hospi
CoL A. W. Ellet (Jnly ~d.1862),Capt. E. W, Sntherland tal steamer), 1 gun; 8oeer'rign (8toreshlp, no battery),
(Yazoo River, December, 1862), Col. C. R. Ellet (Red Act. Haster T. Baldwin; WiUiam H. Brovm (di8patch
RI..er cruise); 8am]MOn, 8untl:erland. Lle.ut.-Col. A. W. 8teamer). Act. V. Lieut. J, A. French.
Ellet (Yazoo River Nid, Anguet, 1~), Col. C. R. Ellet WF..8T GULF 8QU A.DRON: PB8sage ot Port HudBOn,
(.-age ot Vioksburg, Harch !15th, 1863). March Uth-15th. 1863.- Rear-Admlral D. G. Farl'Bjt1lt

Pa1ZBll, - Allntl. Robb, Act. V. Lient. J. Goudy, Act. commanding; Capt. Thornton A. J enklnR. Fleet Captain.
EnR. W. C. Hantord, • howitzers; EaIIlporl, Llent.-Com. Harl/ord (llag-sh1p), Capt. James B. Palmer; Mumnppi,
8. L. Phelps,8gnns,~howltzers;FairPloII, Lient.-Com. Capt. Melancton Smith; Mononga1r.eIo, Capt. J. P.Hc
Le Boy JNtch; Aot. MR8ter Gee. J. Groves, September, Kin8try; Rie1r.mond, Com. James Alden; Genaee, Com.
1812, , howitzers; Hay, 1863,1 gnn, 6 howitzers; Chft- W. H. Hacomb; A!bGIron, Lleut.-ColD. John E. Hart:
eral BrdtIg, Lt. Joshua Bishop, September,l86~,~ guUB, Kimo, Lient.-<Jom. Johu Watters. Cooperating vessels
1 howitller; ae-aJ. PilIOID, Act. En8. J. Moyer, Sep- ot West Gulf 8qnadron,In Red River, May, 1863: Alba·
tember, 18l12, 1I howitzers; (kneral l"rke, Com. 8. E. t~, Llent.-Com. John E. Hart; /l_trella, Lient.-Com.
Woodworth (Vicksburg, Aprll...July, 1863),. gunB; Liltle A. P. Cooke; ArVona. Act. V. Lieut. Daniel P. Upton.
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MILITARY OPERATIONS IN LOUISIANA IN 1862.1

BY RICHARD B. IRWIN, LIEUTENANT-COLONEL, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U. So v.

ON the 1st of May General Butler took posses
sion of New Orleans, and immediatelyafter

ward of all its outlying defenses. t His instructions
from General McClellan, as General-in-Chief, dated
February 23d, the main object of which had now
been so successfully accomplished, looked to the
occupation of Baton Rouge as the next step, "and
the opening of communication with the northern
column, bearing in mind the occupation of Jaek
son, Mississippi." Mobile was to follow. The
whole force assigned to General Butler, for all
purposes, was 18,000, but his aetnal force can
at no time have exceeded 15,000; it was now
probably about 13,000.~

Two weeks befors this the "northern column,"
under Pope, had been called from Fort Pillow to
Corinth; consequently there was no longer a
northern column to cO<Sperate with; and Jackson,
Mississippi, meant Beauregard's rear.

Promptly on the 2d of May Farragut moved the
fleet up the river, and on thl' 8th General Butler
sent Brigadier-General Thomas Williams, with
1400 men of the 4th Wisconsin and 6th Michi
gan regiments, and two sections of Everett's 6th
Massachusetts battery. On the 12th the troops
landed at Baton Rouge and took p088ession of the
town. The advance of the fleet anchored below
Vicksburg on the 18th, when Commander Lee
and General Williams jointly demanded from
"the authorities" the surrender of the town,
which was refused.

The whole available force of the department,
as things were then, could not have held Vicks
burg. Farragut's guns were heavily handicapped
by the extreme elevation required to reach the
batteries on the bluff, 200 feet above the river,
while Williams could not land till the batteries

were silenced. After a thorough reeoDDoissance
on the 25th it was decided to drop down the
river, leaving six vessels to keep up a blockade
and an occasional bombardment. The Confed
erates now rushed the work on their batteril"tl
on the river-front, and in a short time the wholE'
ten were completed and about 25 heavy guns
mounted.}

On the 29th of May the troops were back at
Baton Rouge, where they landed and went into
camp for the first time in three weeks; indeed, the
men had been almost continuously on the crowded
transports, in a great state of diaeomfort, since
the 17th of April. General Butler sent up reen
forcements, and with them orders "to proeeed to
Vicksburg with the flag-ofticer, and then take thE'
town or have it burned at all hazards."

Accordingly, on the 20th of June, General Will
iams again set out for Vicksburg, under convoy.
this time with four regiments and ten guns: the
4th Wisconsin, 30th Massachusetts, 9th Con
necticut, 7th Vermont, Nims's 2d Massachusetts
battery, and two sections of Everett's; leavinlt
the 21st Indiana, 6th Miehigan, the rema.ininJ:
section of Everett's battery, and Magee's troop of
cavalry to hold Baton Rouge against a pOlllrible
attack from Camp Moore, near Tangipahoa. At
Ellis's Bhrlfs, and again at Grand Gulf, troops
were landed to drive off the fteld-batteriE>8 tbat
had been firing upon the gun-boats. On the 25th
the troops were back at Vicksburg where the bulk
of the fleet and sixteen of Commodore Porter,;
mortar-boats, or "bombers," as they were rather
familiarly called, were now lying at anchor.

After the failure of the attack by Farragut and
Porter's fleets on the 28t.h of June, Farragut sent
an urgent appeal for aid to Hallel.'k, at Corinth,

1For an account of the Naval OperationII, llee p. 1561. E. Holcomb, and 2d Loulll1ana. Colonel Charlee J. PaiD..,
t General Butler at once declared martial law (by well commanded and well oftlcered; three excellent

• proclamation dated May lilt), abridging the liberty troopll of Lou1lllana cavalry under tine leaden.. Ca~
of the Pl'88ll and placing the telegraph under mllltary tatns H. F. WlllIamllOn, Richard Barrett. and .1. F. God
espionage. On the 8th a mI1Itary comml8llion Wall frey; and three colored reglmentB with white tleld aDd
eatabltllhed to try capital and other llerionll oft'enllll8. at&ft'oftloortl, dell1gnated all the Iat.lId, andad ..Lou1llllUla
On the 13th an order Wall iHUed forbidding fallting and Native Guards" (a name .. captured" by O_enol But
prayer nnder tbe proolamatlon of Jeft'el'llon Dam; on lerl, Colonelll Spencer H. Stdord, Nathan W. Daniell!,
the 15th an order (No. 28) preBcribing that women guilty and John A. Nelson. I believe thelle were thE\ liM
ottnsultingUnton IIOldlel'llllhould be treated &II .. women negro troops mU8tered into the llerrtce of the 'CDited
of the town"; and on the 18th an order forbidding the States.-R. B. I.
etty and the banks from recelvlng Confederate money, } On the way down tbe river a Confederate b.~ry
and tlxlng the 71th of May &II a date when all clrcul&- at Grand GuIt fired about IIlxty 8hotll at abort range at
tion of Confederate notes and bt118 8hould ooaae In the the tran8POrts. killing one private and wounding one
Department of the Gull. William B. Mnmford, who oftlcer (captain Chauncey J. B_tt)oftlUlflth xtchlpD
hauled down the tlag which by Farragut'a order had regiment. The gun-boat Kineo, Lleutenant-Oommander
been ndaed over the Mint, Wall convlClted of tl'llallOn, RanllOm, 8helled the town, BDd General WII1tam8 _t
and by General Butler's order was hauged ou the 7th of tour companies of the 'th Wlllcon8ln, UDder MJroJor Fred
June from a gallOW8 placed under the tlag-lltd of the erick A. Boardman, to disperse the nelghbol1nlf Con
Mint. Mumford, who Wall a North Carolinian, tbough federate camp. A 8ldrmillh in the dark followed, In
long a l"llllident of New Orlean8, addreMed a VRllt crowd which Lieutenant George DeXay, Aide-de-camp to 0eD
from the gallow.. He spoke with perfect aelf.poue&- era1 WIIllams, Wall mortally wOUDded, whUe in troDt of
1I10n, and R&ld that hie oft'enll8 had been committed the advance-guard.
under exettement.- EDITOIl8. De Xay W&8 a mOllt 8lItlmabie yOUDg man. much loved

~ GeDersJ. Butler rallied, on hi8 own motion, two good by all tbat ll:n1lW' him, ed 'Wall the tim oGles ldIlfld III
regtmentaof Infantry, the1ltLou1a1aDa, Colonel Richard the department.- R. B. I.

882



MILITARY OPERATIONS IN LOUISIANA IN 1862.

right; 6th Micbigan acros8 the Perkin8 and Clay
Cut roads near their fork; 7th Vermont and 30th
Ma88&Chuaett8 in reserve 8upporting the center
and right; the blltteries from left to right, Man
ning, Everett, Nimll, with Brown in reserve.

Ruggles was 800n engaged; Clark took up the
attack; and falling on fiercely they at 11m carried
everything before them. Some of the tents that
were in advance of the line of battle were occu
pied, and Brown'8 two guns were captured by the

Breckinridgeorganized bis force in two divisione,
the first commanded by Brigadier·General Charle8
Clark, consisting of the brigade8 of Brigadier-Gen
eral B. H. Helm and Colonel T. B. Smith, 20th
Tennessee; the second division under Brigadier
General Daniel Ruggles, comprising the brigades
of Colonel A. P. Thompson, 3d Kentucky, and
Colonel H. W. Allen, 4th Louisiana. To these
forces were attached three batteries of artillery,
two mounted companies and 2 50 Parti8&n Ranger~.

Shortly after daylight on the 5th of August, a
denae fog prevailing, Breckinridge moved to the
attn k, Ruggl d ploy d on th I ft of th road
fr ID reem 11 pring to Ba DRouge, lark on
it right. WilliaUl t-o d t I' • iv th atta k,

b.i troop d ploy d in a sing! line,' ith re
erve, covering the I' III' of Ule town, No
Ilott mpt at iUlr llCl.Uug hOod been made, llnd

from th no.tur of he \lDtty, for th lU t
pnrt lUl 1 Vt U plat au urmOUllting th
bluff, the line wa open to ttack b'om any
e1ir tion x p tb riv r. From 1 r to
right tb troop w r po t d thus: 4th Wi -

Oil in b yond Bayou Gro ; 9th onD cti-
cut next; 14th Main at the ero sing of th
Bayou I m and Or enwell pring I' lid on
th lelt of tbe latt 1" 21 t Indiana. on its

PRIVATB HOUSES (IN NEW ORLEA!l8) IN WHICH CO~n:DBRATE

OPt'ICERS WERE COl(PUlED.

th ir b on ach on
\"i~ burg, nd on til 26 h of July,
ab nd lIing til 8lml, the troops
laud d onc mol' o.t B ton Rouge.

Ov rwork malo.ria, o.nd seurvy, the
I' nlt of privation 111~d done their

rk n Williams's m n; f tb 32
eu that w n up tb river bnrely 0

e m ba k fitf rduty.,\
u DonI at on pI' par d to u -

llWDe the offensive.. .As the last of the
tleet 8teamed away from Vicksburg,
Breekinridge 8et out for Camp Moore
with five thousand picked men. There he was to
pick up the troops uoder Brigadier-General Daniel
R~ll~lI, raising the whole force to six thousand,
aDd promptly attack Baton Rouge, in colSperation
with the .Arkall8lJ8. The plan was admirably con
ceived and put in motion with great promptnells.
As Van Dom e8timated Williams's force at 3500
(it was in fact les8), with four or five of the same
gun·boats that the Arl~lI8ashad already treated 80
cavalierly, be had a right to look for 8ucce88.

saying: "My orders, General, are to clear the river.
This I find impossible without your assistance.
Can you aid me in tbis matter to carry out the per
emptory order of the President'" Unfortunately,
Halleck's army was broken up; he was sending
reenforcements to Curtis and Buell, and W88 being
lUlked to lIend 25,000 men to McClellan. The
Confederate8, however, were able to 8end 10,000
men to the 8Upport of the defenders. Finally
the .ArkaMaB came out of the Yazoo and put an
end to the operation8, and the two l1eet8 turned

, The work on the caDal had proved especially ex- and In R few hours tbe water Wall to bave been let In.
hauatln/!'. tbougb tbe troops had tbe belp ot about 1!)oo Snddenly tbe banks began t.o cave, alld before anythlll/!,
to lSOO ne/l'TOell. By the 11tb ot July, tbe ent, originally could be dono to remedy thill, tbe river, talllng mpldly,
Intended to be 'feet deep and II feet wide, bad beeD exe&- WB8 ooce more below the bottom ot the ('nt. WUllama
vated throngh tbe clay (wltb moch telllo/!, ot trees and at once Bet abont collecting more bands and tools, wlth
IfMlbblng of root8) to a deptb of 18 feet. and a width ot 18 tbe purpolle of oarrying tbe cnt below the lowellt sta«e
teet; the lenl(tb ot the canal WB8 abont a mUe and half. ot water, forty teet It ntlC4l888l'Y: this be caloulated
The grade waa now abont 18lncbeabelow tbe rlnr level, would take three mootbs.- R. B. L

Digitized by GoogIe



MIUTARY OPERATIONS IN WUISIANA IN 1862.

4th LouiJriaDa, bot immediately retaken by the
6th Jliehigan, together with the colon of their
opponenta. Then &B the attack &pent its vigor
and developed its cJire(otion, WillialDll re-formed
the 218t Indiana and 6th llichigan, rather roughly
handled at lint, on the new line. The 9th Con
neeticut moved by tbe ftank to the support of
their left; the 30th M&Bll&Ch118ett8 covered the
interval on the left of the 6th Miebigan, and the
4th WiKconain went to tbe auiBtanee of the 14th
Maine, whieh had been stoutly holding its own
against the 0118et of Clark. Finally the Union
troops advanced to the attack, the Confederates
in their tnm were driven back in some disorder,
and at 10 o'clock the battle was over, with the
attack thrown off and the battle-field in the handa
of the delenden.

The Union 1088 was 84 killed, 266 wounded,
33 missing, in all 383. Among the killed were
Colonel George T. Roberts, 7th Vermont, and the
gallant commander, Brigadier-General Thomas
Williams, who fell pierced by a ri1le-ball in the
chest, jU8t after giving the final order to attack.
An extremely rigid disciplinarian, a thoroughly
trained and most accomplished officer, and a man
of the highest courage and honor, General Will
iams's death was long and deeply regretted in the
department.

The Confederate 1088 was 84 killed, 315
wounded, 57 missing,- total. 456. Brigadier-Gen
eral Charles Clark, commanding the First Division,
was severely wounded and made prisoner, and also
among the wounded were three brigade command
ers, Colonels Thomas H. Hunt, A. P. Thompson,
and H. W. Allen, the last two severely.

The iron-clad EB8t:X, Commander William D.
Porter, with the Cayuga and Sumter above the
town, and the gun-boats Killeo, Lieutenant-Com
mander GeoTge M. Ransom, and Katahdin, Lieu
tenant F. A. Roe, contributed materially to the
defense.

The numbers engaged cannot have beenfar from
equal-about 2500 on either side.

When Williams fell, Colonel Thomas W. Cahill,
of Connecticut, succeeded to the command. On
the 6th he was relieved by Colonel Halbert E.
Paine, 4th Wisconsin, who had been sent up from
New Orleans by Butler on receiving tbe first news
of tbe battle. Being still menaced by Brackin
ridge, the troops took up a new and shorter line,
extending from Bayou Grosse by the tannery and
penitentiary to the neighborhood of the capitol;
at 3 o'clock every morning they stood to arms, and
by the 13th Colonel Paine, with characteristic
care and energy, had strongly intrenched the
arsenal grounds, with 24 guns in position, and
with the collperation of the navy concerted every
measure for an etrective defense against numbers.
By General Butler's orders the library and a statue
of Washington, in the capitol, were packed and
shipped to New Orleans. On the 20th, by Butler's
orders, Baton Rouge was quietly evacuated, and
the- troops, with all their material, proceeded to
Camp Parapet, at Carrollton, JOBt above New Or
leans, where they set to work to extend and

strengthen the old Confederate linee and put every
thing in good condition for defelUle.

Breekinridge had fallen bIIek to Port Hudson,
where, by Van Dorn's orders, tbe strong works
were begun that were long to prove a formidable
obstacle to tbe Lnion operations on tbe lfia&i&
sippi. On the 19tb of Angnst Breekinridge was
ordered by Bragg to leave the command in the
hands of Rnggles and retnm to MisaiBBippi.

The .. Official ReeordB" covering this period
afford several strong hint8 of a Confederate plan
for the recapture of New Orleans. Major-General
Richard Taylor appears to have had tliat objeet
committed to his special care when he was assigned
(AugUBt 20tb) to command in western Louisiana.
and it seems likely that the troops of Van Dorn's
department, as well 8S those at Mobile, were ex
pected to take part.

Toward the end of September, Lientenant God
frey Weitzel, of the Enginee1'll, having been made
a brigadier-general on Butler's recommendation.
was placed in command of a brigade of 4 regi
ments of infantry, 2 batteries and 4 troops of cav
alry, and General Butler committed to his hands
tbe preparations for dislodging Taylor's foree and
occupying the district of tbe La Fourcbe, impor
tant to the secnrity of New Orleans because eom
priBing or controlling all the fertile region between
the MiBBi88ippi and the Atehsfalaya. With the
funds of the army, four lip;ht-draught gun-boats,
the Estrella, Call1oun, KifI8mQn, and Diana, were
qnickly built, equipped, tnmed over to the navy,
and sent to Berwick Bay, under Commander T.
MeKean Buchanan. When all was ready Weitzel
took traDBports, under convoy, landed below Don
aldsonville, entered the town, and on the 27th of
October moved on Thibodeaux, the heart of the
district. At Georgia Landinp;, two miles above
Labadieville, be encountered the Confederates
under Brigadier-Generai Alfred Mouton, consist
ing of tbe 18th and 33d Louisiana, Crescent and
Terre Bonne regiments, Ralston's and Semmes's
batteries, and 2d LoniBiana Cavalry,- in all re
ported by Mouton as 1392 strong; they bad
taken up a defensive position on both sides of tht'
bayou. After a short but spirited engagement,
Mouton's force was routed and pursued about four
ml1es. Mouton then called in his other troops,
bnmed the bridges, and evacuated the distriet,
Bucbanan's gun-boats having been prevented by
a gale from arriving in time to cut off the retreat.
Mouton's report accounts for 5 killed, 8 wounded,
"nd 186 misBing,-in all, 199. Among the killed
was Colonel G. P. McPheeten of the Cn-set"nt
regiment.

Weitzel followed through Thibodeaux, and went
into camp beyond the town. He claims to have
taken 208 prisone1'll and 1 gun; his loss was 1:'l
killed, 74 wounded, and 5 missing,-total, 97.

So ended operatioDB in Louisiana for this year.
Taylor continued to occupy the Teche conntry, and
Weitzel the La Fourche, until the spring of 1 Mt>3.

On the 9th of November, 1862, General N. P.
Banks was assigned to the command of the De
partment of the Gulf to relieve General Butler.



THE OPPOSING FORCES AT BATON ROUGE, LA.
August 5th, 1862.

TIle com~ltlon,IOlllle8, and 8trength of each army M here 8tated give the gi8t of all the data obtainable lu the" Oftlclal
ltecordlL" K etaodll for l<U1fld; 'IV for 'lVouudfld; m 'IV for mortally 'lVOUDlled; m for captured or mlulng: 0 for captnred.

THE UNION FORCES: Brig.-Gen. Thomas Williams (k), Col. Thomas W. Cahill.

'1'r'oo]n: 9th Conn.• Col. Thomas W. Cahill. Lieut.-Col.
Richard Fttz-Glbbon8; 21st Ind., Lieut.-Col. John A.
Keith (wI, Capt. James Grimsley; l'th Me., Col. Frank
8. Nickerson (commandiug the lett wing). Lieut.-Col.
Thomas W. Porter; 30th M_., CoL Nathau A. M.
Dudiey (commaudlng the right wing), MI\1. Horace O.
Whittemore; 8th Mich., Capt. Charles E. Clarke; 7th
Ver., CoL Geor~e T. Roberts (m w), Capt. Henry M.
Porter, IJeut.-eoL Volney 8. Fullam; 40th Wla., IJeut.-

Cot. 81dney A. Bean; lid Co. M_. Cav., Captain James
M. Magee; Ind. Battery (3 guns), IJeut. James H.
Brown; lid M_. Battery, Lieut. George G. Trull; 40th
1\IBIl8. Battery, Capt. Charles H. Manning; 6th M&IllI,
Battery, IJent. William W. Carruth.

The total Union loss was M killed. 1166 wounded, 83
captured or m1slllnlt= 383. The" force eng886d num
bered 1_ than 2llOO." (8ee "Oftlc1al ReoordB," VoL
XV., p. 64..)

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES: Major-Gen. John C. Breclrinridge.

J'IIUIT DIVISION, Brlg.-Gcn. Charle8 Clark (wand 0), Col. Edward Goodwin; 3d Ky., Capt. J. W. Bowman; 6th Ky.,
T.B.8mlth. 8talUoss: w,2; m,l=3. Lient.-Col. M. H. Cofer; 7th Ky.. Col. Edward Cro8&-

Suond Brlgtuh. Brlg.-Gen. Benjamin H. Helm (W), land; 8harp-tlhooters, Lient. G. C. Hubbard. Brlgade
Col. Thomaa H. Hllnt (W), Capt. lohn A. Buckner: 40th loss: k. 12; w, 70; m, 3= 85. 8uond Brlgtuh, Col. H.
Ky., Capt. John H. MIllett; 6th Ky., CoL Thomas H. W. Allen (w), CoL GWltavus A. Breaux: 40th lA, (Co.
Hunt. Lieut.-eot. John W. Caldwell, MI\1. J. C. Wick- I. 39th Miss., attached), Lleut.-Col. 8. E. Hunter; 30th
Me; 31st l\IJ88., MI\1. H. E. Topp; 81at Ala., Col. Jeptha La. (battallou), Col. Gnstavns A. Breaux; La. Battalion
Edwards: 40th Ala. Battalion, IJo\lt.-CoL John 8nod- (8tewart's Leglon), Lieut.-Col. Samuel Boyd (W), Capt.
grwl8; MI/lIJ. Battery (PettU8'a Flying Art'y), Lieut. J. R. Thomas Bynum; Confederate Light Battery, Capt. O.
Sweaney. BrlltBdelo88: k,lI9; w,111; m, 3= 14.3. Fourth J.8emm08. Brlgade 1088: k,28; w. 91; m,'7 = 166.
Brigade, CoL T. B. Smith: Il1th, 2Otb, 28th, and '5th lTNATTACflED, La. PartlMn Rangers, CoL Francia Pond.
Tenn. (Battallon), Llent.-eoJ. B. F. Moore; 15th MI/lIJ. Jr.. and Mllj. :T. De Baun.
lin reaerve), M"j. J. R. Binford; IIIId Mlu.. Capt. F. The total Confederate 1088 WRII M killed, 815 wounded,
RuBbes (m w); Ky. Battery, Capt. Robert Cobb. Brigade and 67 ~aJ1tured or missing=4.M. General Brecklnrldge
10811: k.l11; w,U; m.8=59. aaya ("Oftlclal Reoords," Vol. XV., p. '17): "I did not
SIIICOND DIVIllIOIf, Brlg.-Gl'n. Daulel RUltgles. carry Into action more tban IIllOO men. Tb1a estlmate

ifnI Brigade, Col. A. P. Thompaon (w), Col. :T. W. does not Include aome IlOO Partlaan Ran/fera. • • wbo,
Bo1lertlloD: 31th Ala., CoL:T. W. RoberUlon, Lleut.-eol. tromtbenat1treofthesround,tooll:nopal¢lntlleaotSoD."
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THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

BY RICHARD B. IRWIN. LIEUTENANT-COLONEL, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U. B. V.

GENERAL BANKS arrived in New Orleans on the 14th of December,
1862, with the advance of a fleet of transports from New York and

Hampton Roads, bringing reenforcements for the Department of the Gulf. J
On the 15th he took command of the department, Butler then formally taking
leave of the troops. His orders were to move up the Mississippi, in order to
open the river, in cooperation with McClernand's column from Cairo. Bank.~

was to take command of the combined forces as soon as they should meet.
On the 16th General Grover, with 12 regiments and a battery, without di~

embarking at New Orleans, accompanied by two batteries and two troops of
cavalry from the old force, and convoyed by a detachment of Farragut's fleet
under Captain James Alden, of the Richmond, was sent to occupy Baton
Rouge. The next morning the town was evacuated by the small Confederate
detachment which had been posted there, and General Grover quietly took
possession. The town was held without opposition until the war ended.

An attempt followed to occupy Galveston, apparently under importunity
from Brigadier-General Andrew J. Hamilton, and in furtherance of the
policy that had led the Government to send him with the expedition as mil
itary governor of Texas. This resulted on the 1st of January in a military
and naval disaster in which three companies of the 42d Massachusetts regi
ment, under Colonel Isaac S. Burrell, were taken prisoners by the Confed
erates under Magruder. ~

Weitzel, who was occupying the La Fourche, was strengthened so as to
enable him to make the district safe in view of the projected operations on
the Mississippi; a strong work was constructed at Donaldsonville command
ing the head of the bayou; and intrenchments were thrown up at Brashear
City to prevent, with the aid of the navy, any approach of the enemy from
the direction of Berwick Bay. On the 14th of January, having crossed the
bay, Weitzel ascended the Teche, accompanied by the gun-boats Calha"",
Estrella, and Kinsman, under Lieutenant-Commander Buchanan, forced the
Confederates to destroy the gun-boat Cotton, and took 50 prisoners, with a
loss of 6 killed and 27 wounded. Among the dead was Buchanan, who was
succeeded by Lieutenant-Commander A. P. Cooke.

JThese reenforcements finally included 39 reg- gunsofthelleetunderCommanderW.B. Rf.'nshaw.
iments of infantry (of which 22 were 9-months' Major-General J. B. Magruder, who hall lK>f.'n bal'E'I)"
men), six batteries of a.rtillery, and one battalion a month in command of the district of Texa!.', had
of cavalry. directed his attention &S lIoon as he arrivl'd to

t On the 21st of December three companies of the defenseless condition of the coast, ml'D1u'('d
the 42d Massachusetts, under Colonel Isaac B. as it was b)' the blockading llCl.'t; thus it hal'
Burrell, were dispatched from New Orleans, ~ith- penI'd that Burrell's three eompanies fmmd thl.'ill
out disembarking. Holcomb's 2d Vermont battery selves confronted by two brigades (ScUTr)·'s and
was sent with them, but., waiting for its horses Sibley's, under Colonel Reily), an artillery rl.'f,ri

to arrive, did not go ashore. Burrell landed at. ment., 14 heavy guns, and 14 field-pieces. 11111.
Kuhn's wharf on the 24th, took nomi.nal posses- gruder had al@o caused two impro\-ised gun-boats
sion of the t.own, but really occupied only the to be equipped under an old California stf.'amboat
wharf itself, protected by barricades and the 32 man, Captain Leon Smit.h j these were the BalM

llII8



THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

llAtlRUDJl:Il'S IIIIN BOARDINO THE .. HARRIET LANK" AT OALVESTON. BEll FOOT-lfO'l'B BilLOW.

Mter providing for the garrisons and the secure defense of New Orleans,
Banks organized his available forces in four divisions, commanded by Major
General C. C. Augur and Brigadier-Generals Thomas W. Shennan, William
H. Emory, and Cuvier Grover. Each division was composed of three brigades
with three field-batteries, and there were also two battalions and six troops of
cavalry, numbering about 700 effectives, and a regiment of heavy artillery,
the 1st Indiana. (21st Infantry) to man the siege train. The veteran reg
iments that had served in the department from the beginning were distrib
nted so as to leaven the mass and to furnish brigade commanders of some
experience; of the eight colonels commanding brigades, all but two belonged

City, Captain Henry Lubbock, and Neptune, Cap- herself was boarded and captured by the Bayou
tain Sangster. Early in the morning of the 1st of City; the Westfield ran aground and was blown up
January Magruder, having perfected his plans, by her gallant commander, and soon the white
under cover of a heavy artillery fire, assaulted the ftag, first displayed on the Harriet Lane, was fly
position of the 42d Massachusetts with two storm- ing from all the fleet. Thereupon Burrell surren
ing parties of 300 and 500 men respectively, led dered. The Confederates ceased firing on him as
by Colonels Green, Bagby, and Cook, with the re- soon as they pl.'rceived his signal; but the navy,
mainder of the troops under Brigadier-General W. observing that the firing on shore went on for some
R. &>urry in support. A sharp fight followed, but time, notwithstanding the naval truce, thought it
the defenders had the concentrated fire of the fleet had been violated; accordingly the Clifton, O/casco,
to protect them; the sealing-ladders proved too and Sachem put to sea, preceded by the army trans
short to reach the wharf, and as day began to port steamers, the Saxon, which had brought the
break the assailants were about to draw oft', when three unlucky companies of the 42d, and the Mary
suddenly the Confederate gun-boats appeared on .4. Boardman, with Holcomb's 2d Vermont battery
the Bcene, and in a few moments turned the defeat still aboard. The Confederates lost 26 killed and
into a signal victory. The Neptune was disabled 117 wounded; the Union troops 5 killed and 15
&JId sunk by the Harriet Lane; the Harriet Lane wounded.-R. B. I. [See also p. u71.]
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THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

to these regiments. The whole force available for active operations 1rB.f.

about 25,000. Two-thirds were, however, new levies, and of these, agalli.
half were nine-months' men; some were armed with guns that refused tl'
go off, others did not know the simplest evolutions, while in one instan(...
(afterward handsomely redeemed) the colonel was actually unable to di..~

bark his men except by the novel command, "Break ranks, boys, and g..~

ashore the best way you can!"
The cavalry was poor, except the six old companies, and was quite in.~uf

ficient in numbers. Of land and water transportation, both indis}X'nsal,l..
to any possible operation, there was barely enough for the movement nf n
single division. In Washington, Banks had been led to expect that he would
find in the depots, or in the country, all material required for movin~ hi~

army; yet the supplies in the depots barely sufficed for the old force of tb.·
department, while the country could furnish very little at best, and nothil1~

at all until it should be occupied. Banks had finally to send his (·hi..-f
quartermaster back to Washington before these deficiencies could be supplit"lL

Again, Banks had not been informed until he reached New Orleans tha;
the Confederates held in force any fortified place below Vicksburg, yet Pc.r.
Hudson, 135 miles above New Orleans, was found strongly intrenched., wirh
21 heavy guns in position, and
a garrison of 12,000 men - in
creased to 16,000 before Banks
could have brought an equal
number to the attack.

Banks could not communi
cate with the commander of
the northern column, and knew
practically nothing of its move
ments.

Under these conditions, all
concert between the cooper
ating forces was rendered im
possible from the start, and it
became inevitable that the ex
pectations of the Government
that Banks would go against
Vicksburg immediately on
landing in Louisiana should
be doomed to disappointment.

The Confederate occupation
of Port Hudson had com
pletely changed the nature of
the problem confided to Gen
eral Banks for solution, for he
had now to choose among three
courses, each involving an im-
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THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

JlBT11JU( or J. JrO....GIlfG PJ.RTT OF THE 2'TH COQEC1'lCUT TOLtTNTKIIBII TO IIJ.TOK BOUGE.
PBOII J. 8K.ftCB II.\DB AT TUB TIllB.

possibility: to carry by assault a strong line of works, three miles long,
impregnable on either flank and defended by 16,000 good troops; to lay siege
to the place, with the certainty that it would be relieved from Mississippi and
the prospect of losing his siege train in the venture; to leave Port Hudson
in his rear and go against Vicksburg, thus sacrificing his communications,
putting New Orleans in peril, and courting irreparable and almost inevitable
disaster as the price of the remote chance of achieving a great success. No
word came from Grant or McClernand.

Meanwhile Banks was trying to find a way of turning Port Hudson on the
west by means of the Atehafalaya, the mouth of Red River, and the net-work
of bayous, interlacing and intersecting one another, that connect the Atchaf
alaya with the Mississippi, in time of flood overflowing and fertilizing, at
other seasons serving as highways for the whole region between the two
rivers. [See map, p. 442.] The Mississippi was unusually high, the narrow
and tortuous bayous were swollen and rapid; the levees, nearly everywhere
neglected since the outbreak of the war, had in some places been cut by the
Confederates; a large area of the country was under water; while great rafts
of drift-logs added to the difficulty of navigation occasioned by the scarcity of
suitable steamers and skilled pilots. Every attempt to penetrate the bayous
having failed, Banks was just turning his attention to the preparations for
gaining the same end by a movement from Berwick Bay by the Atchafalaya.
or Tache, when the news came that two of Ellet's rams, the Queen of the West
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590 THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

and Indianola, after successfully running the batteries of Vicksburg, had been
captured by the Confederates. These gun-boats must therefore be reckoned
with in any movement on or beyond the Atchafalaya, while their presence
above Port Hudson as a hostile force, in place of the reenforcement expected
from Admiral Porter, greatly increased the anxiety Admiral Farragut had
for some time felt to pass the batteries of Port Hudson with part of his
fleet, control the long reach above, and cut off the Confederate supplies from
the Red River country. General Banks fell in with the admiral's plans, and,
concentrating 17,000 men at Baton Rouge, moved to the rear of Port HUGson
on the 14th of March, with the divisions of Augur, Emory, and Grover, for
the purpose of cooperating with the fleet by dividing the attention of the
garrison and gaining a flank fire of artillery on the lower batteries on the
bluff. The field-returns showed 12,000 men in line after providing for detach
ments and for holding Baton Rouge. Admiral Farragut had intended to pass
the batteries on the 15th, in the gray of the morning, but at the last moment
saw reason to change this plan and moved to the attack before midnight.
In a naval afi'ail' like this the cooperation of the army could not have been
very effective at best; the change of hour left us little more than spectators
and auditors of the battle between the ships and the forts. The Hartford
and Albatross passed up comparatively uninjured, but in the smoke and
darkness the rest of the fleet could not go by, and the Mississippi, stranding,
was set on fire and blown up - the grandest display of fireworks I ever wit
nessed, and the costliest. [See p. 566.]

This gave the navy command of the mouth of Red River, and, accordingly,
Banks at once reverted to the execution of his former plan,- a turning move
ment by the Arohafalaya. That involved disposing of Taylor's force of about
4000 or 5000 men encamped and intrenched on the Teche below Franklin.
Our force was so much stronger than Taylor's as to suggest the idea of cap
turing him in his position, by getting in his rear, simultaneously with a front
attack; and this was particularly to be desired, as otherwise he might retire
indefinitely into the vast open country behind him and return at his leisure
at some inopportune moment. So perfectly was the movement masked that
Taylor was actually preparing to attack the force .in his front (Weitzel) when
the main army began crossing Berwick Bay.

Weitzel crossed on the 9th; Emory followed; they then bivouacked on the
west bank to wait for Grover's movement. So few were the facilities that it
took Grover two days to embark. Six hours more were lost by a dense fog, and
four by the stranding of the Arizona. When the proposed landing-place at
Madame Porter's plantation was reached after dark, the road was found to be
uhder water and impassable, but a practicable way was discovered six miles
farther up the lake, at McWilliams's plantation. There the landing began
early on the 13th, and with great difficulty, owing to the shallowness of tht'
water, was completed by 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Favored by the woods
and undergrowth, which concealed their numbers, Vincent's 2d Louisiana and
Reily's 4th Texas Cavalry, with a section of Cornay's battery, delayed the
advance until Dwight's bIigade, supported by two regiments of Birge's and



THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

MARCH OF THE NINETIIIEMTH ARMY CORPS RY THE BAYOU 8ARA ROAD TOWARD PORT HUDSON,
SATURDAY, MARCH U, 1883. FROM A llKETCH JUDB AT THE TlJIE.

by Closson's battery, went out and drove them away. At 6 the division took
up the line of march to the Tache and bivouacked at nightfall on Madame
Porter's plantation, five miles distant.

}Ieanwhile Banks had moved Emory and Weitzel slowly up the Teche,
seeking to hold Taylor's forces in position until Grover could gain their
rear. Taylor fell back behind the intrenched lines below Centreville known
as Fort Bisland, and there a. brisk engagement took place on the 13th,
Banks only seeking to gain a good position on both sides of the bayou,
aud to occupy the enemy's attention, while he listened in vain for Grover's
guns, which were to have been the signal for a direct and determined attack
iu front.

At night, knowing that Grover's movement must certainly have been
seen and reported during his passage up Grand Lake and surmising some
miscarriage, Banks gave orders to carry the works by assault at daylight.
However, early in the night, Taylor ordered his whole force to fall back on
Franklin; the sounds of the movement were heard, and toward daylight
reconnoitering parties discovered the evacuation. Banks's whole force at
once moved in pursuit.

Early in the morning Taylor met Grover advancing against· his line of
retreat, which here follows the great bow of the Teche, known as Irish Bend,
struck Birge's brigade in flank, forced Grover to develop, and with the
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THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON.

assistance of the Diana l held him just long enough to make good the
retreat.

Taylor had made a gallant fight and had extricated himself cleverly. His
reports show his whole force to have been 5000. Grover had about the
same. We lost at Bisland 40 killed and 184 wounded,- total, 2:M; at Irish
Bend, 49 killed, 274 wounded, 30 missing,-total, 353. The losses of the Con
federates are not reported, but they destroyed their two gun-boats and all
their transport steamers except one, which we captured, and their troops be
gan to disperse soon after passing Franklin. We captured many prisoners on
the march. Their gun-boats came down the Atchafalaya too late to dispute
Grover's landing, were defeated by our flotilla, under Lieutenant-Commander
A. P. Cooke, and the Queen o/the West was destroyed. On the 20th Butte-&
1&-Rose, with sixty men and two heavy guns, surrendered to Cooke, and the
same day Banks occupied Opelousas.

Here he received his first communication from General Grant, dated before
Vicksburg, March 23d, and sent through Admiral Farragut. This opened a
correspondence, the practical effect of which was to cause General Banks to
conform his movements to the expectation that General Grant would send
an army corps to Bayou Sara to join in reducing Port Hudson.

Banks moved on to Alexandria, on the Red River, to push Taylor farther
out of the way. Taylor retired toward Shreveport. On the 14th of May the

~ A Union gun-boat captured by the Confederates and afterward IIet on fire and deBtl'Oyed by them,
8S mentioned above.- EDITORS.

TBB ~AGE TIIAB OJ' GDIUUL AUGUIl'S DlVI8101( CR088BG BATOU IIOI(TJICINO Olf TBB
JIAIlCH TO POIlT HUDSON. J'ROII A S.K&TCB MADE AT THIl nJlll.
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THE CAPTURE OF PORT HUDSON. 593

whole command marched on Simsport, crossed the Atchafalaya, and moved
to Bayou Sara, where the advance of the army crossed the Mississippi on the
night of the 23d and moved immediately to the rear of Port Hudson.

There communication was made with Augur's two brigades, which had estab
lished themselves in position on the 21st, after a brisk engagement, known as
the battle of Plains Store, ~ just in time, apparently, to prevent the evacua
tion, which had been ordered by General Johnston and afterward count€r
manded by President Davis. With Augur we found T. W. Sherman and two
brigades from New Orleans.

When the investment was completed on the 26th, we had about 14,000 men
of all arms in front of the works, and behind them the Confederates had about
7000, under Major-General Frank Gardner. Part of the garrison (three bri
gades, as it proved) was known to have gone to succor Vicksburg, and all
reports, apparently confirmed by the comparative feebleness of the attack
on Augur at Plains Store, indicated a reduction even greater than had
actually taken place. Nothing was known, of course, of the phenomenal
success of Grant's operations, nor could it have been surmised, while his
precarious position in the event of a defeat or even a serious check was
obvious enough; the magnitude of the Confederate forces in Mississippi and
the energy habitual to their commanders everywhere, added an additional
reason against delay. Finally the troops themselves, elated by their success
in the Teche campaign, were in the best of spirits for an immediate attack.
For these reasons General Banks, with the full concurrence of all his com
manders, save one, ordered a general assault to be made on the morning of
the 27th of May.

Early in the morning Weitzel, who commanded the right wing on this
day, moved to the attack in two lines, Dwight at first leading, and steadily
drove the Confederates in his front into their works. Thus unmasked, the
Confederate artillery opened with grape and canister, but our batteries,
following the infantry as closely as possible, soon took commanding posi
tions within 200 and 300 yards of the works that enabled them to keep down
the enemy's fire. The whole fight took place in a dense forest of magnolias,
mostly amid a thick undergrowth, and among ravines choked with felled
or fallen timber, so that it was difficult not only to move but even to see; in
short, in the phrase of the day, the affair was "a gigantic bush-whack."
Soon after Weitzel's movement began Grover, on his left, moved to the
attack at two points, but only succeeded in gaining and holding commanding
positions within about two hundred yards of the works. This accomplished,
and no Bound of battle coming from his left, Grover determined to wait
where he was for the attack that had been expected in that quarter, or
for further orders, and Weitzel conformed his action to Grover's: properly
ill both cases, although it was afterward made apparent that had Weitzel
continued. to press his attack a few minutes longer he would probably have
broken through the Confederate defense and taken their whole line in reverse.
To make a diversion, Dwight caused the two colored regiments on the extreme

,) Augur lost 16 killed, 71 wounded, 14 miBsing,- total, 100; the Confederates, 89.
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OJ'ENOIG OF THE NA.VAL ATrACK 01'i PORT HUDSON, KABeH 13, 1863.

right to form for the attack; they had hardly done so when the extreme left
of the Confederate line opened on them, in an exposed position, with artillery
and musketry and forced them to abandon the attempt with great loss. III
Augur's front the Confederate works were in full view, but the intervening
plain was obstructed by tangled abatis of huge trees felled with their great
branches spread as if to receive us with open arms, and these obstructions
were commanded by the fire of nearly a mile of the works. His movement
had therefore been meant for a demonstration, mainly in aid of Sherman, to
be converted into a real attack if circumstances should favor; but as the
morning wore away and no sound came from Sherman, General Banks rode to
the left and gaye fresh orders for that assault; then, returning to the ('('nter
about two o'clock, he ordered Augur to attack simultaneously. At the word
Chapin's brigade moved forward with great gallantry, but was soon caught
and cruelly punished in the impassable abatis. Sherman gallantly led his
division on horseback, surrounded by his full staff, likewise mounted, but
though the ground in his front was less difficult than that which Augur had
to traverse, it was very exposed, and the formation was, moreover, broken by
three parallel lines of fence. No progress was possible, and when night ft'll
the rel:mlt was that we had gained commanding positions, yet at a fearful cost.

The next day a regular siege was begun. Grover was assigned to the
command of the right wing, embracing his own and Paine's divisions and
Weitzel's brigade; while Dwight was given command of Sherman's division,
raised to three brigades by transferring regiments. From left to right, from
this time, the lines were held in the order of Dwight, Augur, Paine, Grover,
and Weitzel.

Digitized by GoogIe
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On the 14th of June, time still pressing, the lines being everywhere well
advanced, the enemy's artillery effectually controlled by ours, every available
man having been brought up, and yet our force growing daily less by cas
ualties and sickness, Taylor menacing our communications on the west bank
of the Mississippi, and the issue of Grant's operations before Vicksburg in
suspense, Banks ordered a second assault to be delivered simultaneously at
daybreak on the left and center, preceded by a general cannonade of an hour's
duration. Dwight's attack on the left was misdirected by its guides and soon
came to naught. Paine attacked with great vigor at what proved to be the
strongest point of the whole work, the priest-cap near the Jackson road. He
himself almost instantly fell severely wounded at the head of his division,
and this attack also ended in a disastrous repulse, our men being unable to
cross the crest just in front of the work, forming a natural glacis so swept by
the enemy's fire that in examining the position afterward I found this grass
crowned knoll shaved bald, every blade cut down to the roots as by a hoe.

Our loss in the two assaults was nearly 4000, including many of our best
and bravest officers. The heat, especially in the trenches, became almost
insupportable, the stenches quite so, the brooks dried up, the creek lost
itself in the pestilential swamp, the springs gave out, and the river fell,
exposing to the tropical sun a wide margin of festering ooze. The illness
and mortality were enormous. The labor of the siege, extending over a
front of seven miles, pressed so severely upon our numbers, far too weak for
such an undertaking, tha,t the men were almost incessantly on duty; and as
the numbers for duty diminished, of course the work fell the more heavily upon
those that remained. From first to last we had nearly 20,000 men of all
arms engaged before Port Hudson, yet the effective strength of infantry and
artillery at no time exceeded 13,000, and at the last hardly reached 9000,
while even of these every other man might well have gone on the sick-report
if pride and duty had not held him to his post.

Meanwhile Taylor with his forces, reorganized and reenforced until they
again numbered four or five thousand, had crossed the Atchafalaya at Mor
gan's Ferry and Berwick Bay, surprised Rnd captured the garrisons at Brashear
City and Bayou Bamf almost without resistance, menaced Donaldsonville,
cani.ed havoc and panic through the La Fourche, and finally planted batteries
on the Mississippi to cut off our communication with New Orleans. At Don
aldsonville, however, an assault by about 1500 Texans was repulsed by about
200 men, including convalescents, under Major J. D. Bullen, 28th Maine" and
at La Fourche Crossing Taylor's forces suffered another check at the hands
of a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Albert Stickney, 47th Massachu
setts. Otherwise Taylor, whose operations were conducted with marked
skill and vigor, had everything his own way. In New Orleans great was the
excitement when it was known that the Confederate forces were on the west
bank within a few miles of the city; but fortunately the illness that had
deprived Emory's division of its commander in the field had given New

'Aided by the gun-boats Pri_ Royal, Commander M. B. WoolBey, and Wi_G,
Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Weaver.
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Orleans a commander of a courage and firmness that now, as always, rose
with the approach of danger, with whom difficulties diminished as they drew
near, and whose character had earned the respect of the inhabitants. Still
by the 4th of July things were at such a pass that General Emory plainly
told General Banks he must choose between Port Hudson and New Orleans.
However, Banks was convinced that Port Hudson must be in his hands within
three days.

His confidence was justified. At last on the 7th of July, when the sap
head was within 16 feet of the priest-cap, and a storming party of 1000 volun
teers had been organized, led by the intrepid Birge, and all preparations had
been made for springing two heavily charged mines, word came from Grant
that Vicksburg had surrendered. Instantly an aide was sent to the" general
of-the-trenches" bearing duplicates in "flimsy" of a note from the adjutant
general announcing the good news. One of these he was directed to toss into
the Confederate lines. Some one acknowledged the receipt by calling back,
"That's another damned Yankee lie'" Once more the cheers of our men
rang out as the word passed, and again the forest echoed with the strains
of the "Star-spangled Banner" from the long-silent bands. Firing died
away, the men began to mingle in spite of everything, and about 2 o'clock
next morning came the long, gray envelope that meant surrender.

Formalities alone remained; these were long, but the articles were signed
on the afternoon of the 8th; a moment later a long train of wagons loaded
with rations for the famished garrison moved down the Clinton road, and on
the morning of the 9th a picked force of eight regiments, under Brigadier
General George L. Andrews, marched in with bands playing and colors fly
ing; the Confederates stacked arms and hauled down their flag, and the
National ensign floated in its stead. By General Banks's order, General
Gardner's sword was returned to him in the presence of his men in recogni
tion of the heroic defense-a worthy act, well merited.

But, stout as the defense had been, the besiegers had on their part dis
played some of the highest qualities of the soldier; among these valor in
attack, patient endurance of privation, suffering, and incredible toil, and per
severance under discouragement. And to defenders and besiegers it is alike
unjust to say, even though it has been said by the highest authority, that
Port Hudson surrendered only because Vicksburg had fallen. The simple
truth is that Port Hudson surrendered because its hour had come. The
garrison was literally starving. With less than 3000 famished men in line,
powerful mines beneath the salients, and a last assault about to be delivered
at 10 paces, what else was left to do'

With the post there fell into our hands 6340 prisoners, 20 heavy guns, 31
field-pieces, about 7500 muskets, and two river steamers.* Many of the guns
were ruined, some had been struck over and over again, and the depots and
magazines were empty. The garrison also lost about 500 prisoners or

* StarUg1tt and Red Chief, found aground in Bailey, 4th Wisconsin, whose success here led to
Thompson's Creek, :floated and brought into the its repetition on the Red River the next year, when
river by the ingenuity and skill of 1rrlajor Joseph Admiral Porter's :fleet was rescued.- R. B. I.
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deserters before the surrender, and about 700 killed and wounded. Our loss
was 707 killed, 3336 wounded, 319 missing,- total, 4362.

The army was greatly assisted by Admiral Farragut's fleet above and below
Port Hudson, and directly by two fine batteries forming part of the siege
works, manned by seamen under Lieutenant-Commander Edward Terry.

While the ceremonies of capitulation were going on, Weitzel led Augur's
division aboard the transports and hastened to Donaldsonville to drive Taylor
out of the La Fourche. Grover followed. On the 13th, at Koch's plantation,
Green and Major suddenly fell upon Weitzel's advance, composed of Dudley's
brigade and Dwight's under Colonel Joseph S. Morgan, and handled them
roughly. We lost 50 killed, 223 wounded, 186 missing,- total, 465,- as well
as 2 guns, while Green's loss was 3 killed and 30 wounded. As the gun
boats could not be got round to Berwick Bay in time to cut off Taylor, he
crossed Berwick Bay on the 21st with all his spoils that he could carry away
and took post on the lower Teche, until in September the Nineteenth Corps,
reorganized and placed under the command of Franklin, once more advanced
into the Teche country and drove him back toward Opelousas.

After the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, Grant sent Herron's division,
and the Thirteenth Corps under Ord, to report to Banks. Banks went to
Vicksburg to consult with Grant, and Grant came to New Orleans; together
they agreed with Admiral Farragut in urging an immediate attack on
Mobile. This was the only true policy; success would have been easy and
must have influenced powerfully the later campaigns that centered about
Chattanooga and Atlanta; but for reasons avowedly political rather than
military, the Government ordered, instead, an attempt to "plant the flag at
some point in Texas." The unaccountable failure at Sabine Pass followed, J
then the occupation of the Texan coast by the Thirteenth Corps. So the
favorable moment passed and 1863 wore away.

~ In September a detachment of the Nineteenth but the gun-boats meeting with a di8aster in an
COrp8, under Franklin, convoyed by the navy, was encounter with the Confederate batteries, the ex
sent by sea to effeot a landing at Sabine Pas8, and pedition returned to New Orleans without having
thenoe operate against Houston and Galveston; acoomplished anything.-R. B. I.

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT PORT HUDSON, LA.
May 23d-July 8th, 1863.
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THE UNION ARMY.
NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS.- MaJor,General Nathanl!'l P. Banll'•.

J'IB8T DIVISION, MaJ,-Gen. Chrl.topher C. AUjlUr.JY,.., Brig~. Col. Edward P. Chapin 'k), Co!. Charlea
J. Pl1Ine: 2d La.• Col. Charlet! J. Paine. Uent.-eo!.
Charlel! Ev"rett,; 21et Me., Col. Elijab D. JohntlOn; 48th
M88ll., Col. Ehen F. 8tone; 49th Mall8•• Ueut.-Col. Rnrton
D. Demhll{ (kl, MaJ. Charle. T. Plunkett; 1I6th N. Y ..
Capt. Jobn HIlfglne. Bl~gRde 10.... : k. N: w, 412; m.
20 = 1126, &elmd BrIga~, Brig.-Gen. Godfrey Weitzel
(aleo oommandloll' the right wln!f. B prov1.lonal dlv1llloo.
etc.). Unl. Stepben Tholl\l\8; 121,b Conn.. Lleut.,Col.
Frank H. Peck (wI; 15th N. Y., Col. Robert B. Merritt;

114th N. Y., Col. Ell.ha B. Smith (m w). Llent.-Col. Sam
uel R. Per Lee: l60th N. Y.• Lleut.-eol. John B. Yan
Petten: 8th Vt., Col. Stephen Thoma., Ueut.-CoL
eharlee Dillingham. Brigade 10M: k, 67; w, 408; m.
16 =489. Tl,'rd Brigade. Col. Nathau A. M. Dndley: 30th
MIU!6., Llent.-eol. W11IIam W. Rullor\[; IlO1.h Miltiii-. Col.
CArIOR P. MeaRer; 161etN, Y .. Co!. Gabriel T. Harrower:
IT4th N. Y., Maj. Georll:o K!'attnll" Brill'8de 1_: 11:, 5;
W, 47; m, 3 = 55. ArlilwlI: lBt Ind. Boa\')', Col. John
A. Keith; l.t Me., Uellt. John E. Morton; 6th M8&8..
LIeut. John F. Phelpe; 12th MILIlII. (aeetloD). Llent. Ed-
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wiD llII. ChamberUn: 18th N. Y., Capt. Albert G. Mack:
A, lat U. 8., Capt. Edmund C. BaInbridge: U, 5th U. B.,
Lleut. JlIoClOb B. Bawlllll. Artillery 1088: k, 10: w, '9;
m, 10 =89. U"aUaeIted: lat La. Eng'a, Corps d'AfrIque,
CoL Juatln Hodge; latLa. Native GuardB, Lieut.-Col.
ChaanceyJ. BR8Bett: 3d La. Native GUal'dB, CoL John
A. Ne1aon, Capt. Charlca W. Blake: lat La. Cav., Maj.
HIU'at Roblnaon; 2d R. I. Cav., Lleut.-Col. Auguatua W.
Corll811. Unattached 1088: k, 57; w, 171; m, 4,S = 271.
IIECOND DlVIaloN, Brlg.-Gen. Thomae W. Bh6l"Dlan (w),

Brlg.-G6n. George L. Andrewa, Brlg.-Gen. Frank B.
NlckerBon, Brlg.-Geu. WIlliam Dwight. Btalf 1088:
w,2.

Plrwl Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Neal Dow (wand c), CoL
David 8. Cowlllll Ik), CoL Thomas B. Clark: 28th Conn.,
Lleut.-CoL JOllOph Selden; 6th Mich., Col. ThomlWl B.
Clark, Lleut.-COL Edward Bacou; 15th N. R., Col. John
W. Kln~Qn: 128th N. Y., Col. David 8. Cowlea, Copt.
Franola B. Kceae, Lleut.-COl. Jamea Bmlth: 162d N. Y.,
CoL Lewis Benedict, Lleut.-C01. Juatln W. Blanchard.
Br\gIlde 10M: k, 81: w, '98; m, 12 = 591. Third Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. Frank B. Nfckeraon: Hth Me., Col. Thomas
W. Porter: 2'th Me., Col. George M. Atwood: 28th Me.,
Col. Ephraim W. Woodman; 165th N. Y., Lieut.-CoL Abel
8mlth, Jr. (m WI, Maj. Gouverneur Carr (w), Capt. Felix
Agnua: 175th N. Y., CoL Mlohael K. Bryan (kl, Maj. John
Gmy; 177th N. Y., Col. Ira W. Alnaworth. Brigade loas:
k,34,; w, 199; m, 5=238. ArUllery: 21st N. Y., Capt.
.lamea Barnea; lat Vt., Capt. George T. Hebard. Artil
lery 1000a: k, 1; w, 6 =7.
THlaD DIVIBION, Brtg.-G6u. Halbert E. Paine (w), Col.

Hl1wkeil Fearing, Jr. Bta1floB8: w,l.
~t BrlflUde, Col. TImothy Ingraham, Col. 8amuel P.

Ferrill: 28th Conn., Col. Bamuel P. Ferris, LleuL-Cel.
Wheelock T. Batoheller, Maj. WIlliam B. Wcaoome: 'th
M-. Col. Henry Walker; 16th N. H., CoL Jamt'8 Pike;
l1oth.N. Y., CoL ClInton H. Bage. Brigade loaa: k, 20;
w, 127: m. 20 = 167. &cond .Brigade, CoL Hawkea Fear
Ing, Jr., Maj. John H. Ailoot, Col. Lewla M. Peck: 8th
N. H., Lleut.-CoL Oliver W. Lull (11:), Capt. William M.
Barrett; 133d N. Y .. CoL Leonard D. H. CurrIe (w), Capt.
Jame8 It. Fuller: Maj. John H. Ailoot: 173d N. Y., Maj.
A. Power Gallway (m W), Capt. George W. Rogera: ,th
WIB., CoL 81dney A, Bean (m W), Capt. WebBter P. Moore.
Brlgadel088: k,115: w,'lllI: m,86=6M, TMrdBrigade,
CoL Oliver P. GoodIng: 31at Masa. (7 oo'a), Lieut.-Col.
W. B. B. Hopk1nB: 38th M88B., Lleut.-Col. WIlliam L.
Bodman (k), 11I\I. Jamea P. Rlobardaon: 53d M88B., Col.
30hn W. Kimball: 156th N. Y., Col. Jacob Bh8l'Jl6.
BrIgade 1011II: k, 4,8; w, 285: m, 8 = 321. Artillery, Capt.

Richard C. Duryea: 'th M_.• Lieut. Frederlok W.
RooInhard; F, lat U. 8., Capt.-Richard C. Duryea: 24 VL,
Capt. Pythageraa E. Holcomb. Anlilery IOBB: k, 1; w,
4i m.2=7.
FOURTH UlvlalON, Brlg.-Geu. Cuvler Grover.

Fir.' Brigade, Col. Richard E. Holcomb ,k., Col. Joscph
8. Morgan: 1at La., Lieut.-Col. WIlliam O. Fiske; 22d
Me., CoL Simou U. JerTjU'd; 90th N. Y., Col. Joa(,ph B.
Morgan: MI\!. NelBon Bhaurman; 91at N. Y., Col. Jacob
Van Zandt; 131at N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Nlcbolo.B W. Day.
Brigade loss: k, M; w, 3&9: m, 27 = '70. Second Bri
gade, Col. Wllliam K. Kimball: 2'th Conn., Col. tlomuel
M. Manalleld; 12tb Me., Lieut.-CoL Edward I1alcy; 52d
M8B8., Col. Halbert B. Greenleaf. Brigade lOBS: k, S2:
w, 125: m, 8=160. Third Brigade, CoL Henry W.
Birge: 13th Conu., Capt. Apollos Comstook; 25tb Conn.,
Lleut.-COl. Maaon C. \\'1'1,1: 26th Me.• CoL Natbanlel H.
Hubbard; 159th N. Y., LIeut.-Col. Charlea A. Burt. Bri
gade lou: k, 3': w, 128; m, 10=172. Artillery, Capt.
Henry W. Cloa80n: 2d MB8II., Cilpt. Ormand F. Nlma;
L, 1at U. 8., Capt. Henry W. Clo88on: C, 2d U. B., Lleut.
Theodore Bradley. Artillcry 1088; w, 5; m, 3= 8.
C4.VALRY, Col. Bel\lamln H. Grleraon.

6th m., Col. Reuben Loomis: 7th llL, Col. Edward
Prince, 1st La.• Maj. Hilral Roblnaon: 3d Masa., CoL
Thomo.BE. Chickering; UthN. Y., --. Ca\'alry loaa:
kllOi w,37; m,4.'1=94..

CORPS D'AFRIQUE: 6th Inf., --; 7th Inf., --;
8th Inf., --: 9th Inf., --; loth Inf., --. Corpa
d'Afrique loss: k, 1&; w, 12; m,' =31.

Total Union 1088: kllled, 708; wounded, SSS6; oaptured
or ml!llllng, 319 = 4,SllS.

General Banka, In hla oftlclal report, aaya that on May
27tb, when he first 8B88Ulted the enemy'a worka, his
effective force had been reduced to IllBB tban 13,000, Bnd
that at the time of the surrender" the be8leg1ng force
Wo.B reduced to leaa than 10,000 men." But the returns
of Banks'a command for May 31at (" OlJlolal Recorda,"
VoL XXVI., Pt. I .. pp. 5~28) ahow notlesa than 30,000
oftlcen and men of all arma " preaent for duty" at Port
Hudaon, bealdea tbe Corptl d'Afrique, which Ia not re
ported on any of the returna for that month. Aoeord
Ing to the return for Juue 30th (" Oftlclal RecordB,"
Vo\. XXVI., Pt. I .. p. 611), the" preBelltfor duty" (In
oludlng the Corpa d'AfrIque) aggregated 23,962, but
Colonel Irwin, who (as B8IIlBtant adJutant-general) made
all theBe 1IgnreB, Informa ua that thoBe for May 3tat and
June 30th were totalB of former monthB carried forward,
whereas the actual atrength W8B 88 given by him on
page 5N.-EDITOIUJ.

THE CONFED~RATEARMY,
M"'or-General Frank Gardner.

LIm Oommo:tUfer... Brtg.-Gen. W. N. R. Beall, Col. W.
R. Milea, and Col. I. G. W. 8teedman.

GarriBon '1'r'ooPB" lat Ala., Col. I. G. W. Bteedman,
L1ent.-eo1. M. B. Locke, Maj. Bamuel L. Knox; '9th
Ala., Maj. T. A. Su-t; Maury (Tenn.) ArtIllery (at
tached to 12th La. Heavy Art'y Battalion): lat Ark.
Battalion, Lleut.-COL B. Jonea; loth Ark., Lleut.-Col.
M. B. Locke, Lleut.-C01. E. L. Vaughan, Maj. C. M. Car
gIle; 11th and 17th Ark. (detachment); 12tb Ark., Col.
T. J. Reid, Jr.: uth Ark.. Lleut.-Col. Ple888nt Fowler:
15th Ark., Col. Ben. W. JohnBon; 16th Ark., Col. David
Provence; 18th Ark., Lieut.-Col. W. N. Pariah: 23d Ark.,
C~1. O. P. Lylea; 'th La. (detaChmllnt), Capt_ Charlea T.
Whitman; 9th La. Battalion (Infantry), Capt, R. B.
Chinn; 9th La. Battalion (Partisan Bangers), Lieut.-Col.
J. R. Wlnldleld, Mo,l. James De Baun; 12th La. Hellvy
Art'y Battalion. Llcnt.-Col. P. F. De Gournay: 3OtI. La.
(detachment), Capt. T. K. Porter; La. Legion, Col. W.
R. Mnell, Llent.-Col. Frederick B. Brand; La. Rattery
CaN. R. M. Boone (W), Capt. B. M. Thomas; La. Battery
(WatAon), Lieut. E. A. Toledano; lat MI8a., Llllllt.-CO},
A. S. Hamilton, M",. ThomM H. Johnst.on; 39th M18a.,
Col. W. B. Shelby; Claiborne (MI88.) Light Infantry,
Capt. A. J. Lew: lat HI88. Light Artillery (AbbBy'a,

Bradford's, and Herod'a batterlea); MI88. Battery (Eng·
llah'a), LIeut. P. J. Noland: Mias. Battery (Beven Btam
Art'YI, LIeut. F. G. W. Coleman: Band G, 1at Tenn.
Heavy Art·y (attached to 12th La. Heavy Art'y Battal·
Ion), Lieut. Oawald Tilghman and Capt. Jamea A. FlBher;
Tenn. Battalion (compoaed of detailB from 'lat, '2d, mho
'9tb, 5Sd, and 55th Tenn. regimentA), Capt. B. A. WhIte
side.
Ca~alryand Mounted Infantry (operating outaldfl of

the poatt, Col. John L. Logan: 11th and 17th Ark. (con
solldatool, --; 9th Tenn. Battallon, --; Cochran'a
Battalion, --; Garland's Battalion, --; Bughea'a
Battallon, --; Btockdale's Battalion, --; Robert'a
Battery (section), --.

AccordIng to an Incomplete report (" Oftlclal RecordB,"
Vol. XXVI., Pt. I., p. 1"), tbe 1088 of the garrlaon of
Port Hudaon during the alelt6 was 176 1dlIed, and "7
wounded = 823. General BI\uka reportll (" Ome.lal
Ree-orda," Vol. XXVI., Pt. I .. p. 55), "that with the
poRt there tcll Into our banda over 5500 prl80nel'll."
Thpre appean to be no stBtemf'nt of the strength of the
garrlaon at ony time dllrlngtb« Inveatment. The l'lfee
t1ve strength of Loglln'a command, June 25th, Wo.Bl296.
Bee "OftIclal Recorda," Vol. XXVI., Pt. n., p. 82.



BRAGG'S ADVANCE AND RETREAT. J

BY DAVID URQUHART, COLONEL, C. 8. A.; MEMBER OF GENERAL BRAGG'S STAFF.

GENERAL BRAGG'S Kentucky campaign has drawn on him more criti
cism than any other part of his career as a military commander. During

that memorable march I rode at his side from day to day, and it was his
habit to confide to me his hopes and fears.

About the end of June, 1862, General Bragg was visited by many prominent
citizens of Kentucky, who had abandoned their homes, and who assured him
that Kentuckians were thoroughly loyal to the South, and that as soon as
they were given an opportunity it would be proven. Fired with this ide.a,
he planned his offensive campaign. On the 21st of July, 1862, the move
ment of the Army of Mississippi from Tupelo was ordered. The infantry
moved by rail, the artillery and cavalry across the country. Headquarters
were established at Chattanooga on the 29th. On the 30th Major-General
Kirby Smith visited General Bragg at that point, and it was arranged that
Smith should move at once against the Federal forces under General George
W. Morgan in Cumberland Gap. In this interview General Bragg was very
certain that he would begin his forward move in ten (Yr fifteen days at
latest, and if Kirby Smith was successful in his operation against Morgan he
would be on his offensive against Buell. Kirby Smith took the field on the
13th of August, 1862. On the 28th, after some inevitable delays, Bragg
crossed the Tennessee, his right 'wing, under Polk, 13,537 strong; the left
wing, under Hardee, 13,763 strong,- total effective, 27,320 rank and file.

General Bragg by this time was deeply impressed with the magnitude of
his undertaking. He had lost faith somewhat in the stories that had been
told him of Kentucky's desire to join the South, but he proposed to give the
people a chance of so doing by the presence of Southern troops. At the same
time he was resolved to do nothing to imperil the safety of his army, whose
loss, he felt, would be a crushing blow to the Confederacy. He reached Car
thage on the 9th of September. On the 12th he was at Glasgow, Kentucky,
where he issued a proclamation to Kentuckians. About that time also the
corps of Polk and Hardee were ordered to unite. Buell was now moving
on Bowling Green from the south. On the 16th our army surrounded and
invested Munfordville, and General Wilder, with its garrison of four thou
sand men, was forced to capitulate. General Kirby Smith, having found
Morgan's position impregnable, detached a part of his forces to invest it,
and, advancing on Lexington, defeated the Federal forces encountered at
Richmond, Ky. He was relying on an early junction with General Bragg.

On the 17th of September Generals Polk and Hardee were called to a
council at Munfordville. With the map and the cavah-y dispatches out
spread before him, General Bragg placed General Buell and his army in our
rear, with Munfordville on the direct line of his march to Louisville, the

~ Bee a1IO articles by General Wheeler and General Buell, pp. 1 and 32.
800
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assumed objective point of his movement, General Bragg then explaining his
plan, which was discussed and approved by his lieutenants. OUf advance was
then resumed, leaving General Buell to pursue his march unmolested. This
action was subsequently severely criticised by military men, and at the time
it was greatly deplored by many officers of his command. At 1 o'clock on
the morning of the 18th of September, indeed, Bragg was on the point of
rescinding the order to continue the march, and of directing instead an
immediate offensive movement against Buell. The importance of recovering
Nashville induced the proposed change of operation. But, upon further con
sideration, he reverted to his previous plans, saying to me with emphasis, l--

"This campaign must be won by marching, not by fighting." He used sim
ilar language at subsequent stages of the campaign before the battle of
Perryville. At the moment· he evinced no regret at having allowed Buell to
pass on our left flank.

The success of the column under Kirby Smith in its combat at Rich
mond, Ky;, elated him. He was worried by the delays that retarded his
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junction with that officer, and was greatly relieved when all the Confederate
forces in Kentucky were united at Lexington.

Here a brilliant entertainment was given to the two generals by our old
comrade, General William Preston, in his delightful Kentucky home. But it
was here, also, that General Bragg fully realized that the reported desire of
Kentucky to cast her lot with the South had passed away, if indeed snch a
disposition had ever existed; for not only was Kentucky unprepared to enter
the Confederacy, but her people looked with dread at the prospect of their
State being made a battle-field. Under these circumstances he remarked to
me again and again, " The people here have too many fat cattle and are too well
off to fight." He was now aware that he had embarked in a campaign that
was to produce no favorable result, and that he had erred in departing from
his original plan of taking the offensive in the outset against Buell by an
operation on that general's communications. He was determined, however,
not to expose his army to disaster, nor to take any chances. The informa
tion we were receiving indicated that Buell was being heavily reenforced.

It was now the eve of the battle of Perryville, and Kirby Smith, at Salvisa,
twenty miles to the north-east, was calling for reenforcements, as he was con
fident that the feint was against Perryville, and that the main attack would
surely fall on him. Thus urged, General Bragg, against his own judgment,
yielded, and detached two of his best divisions (Withers's and Cheatham's) to
Smith's aid. The former division could not be recalled in time, and the latter
arrived the morning of the battle. Having placed General Polk in command
of the troops, Bragg had gone to Frankfort, the capital of the State of Kentucky,
t{) witness the inauguration of the secessionist governor, Hawes. The inaugu
ral was being read when the booming of cannon, shortly followed by dispatches
from our cavalry outposts, announced the near presence of the enemy. As
the hall was chiefly filled by the military, who hurried away to their respec
tive commands, the governor was obliged to cut short his inaugm'al address.

The field of Perryville was an open and beautiful rolling country, and the
battle presented a grand panorama. There was desperate fighting on both
sides. I saw a Federal battery, with the Union flag planted near its guns,
repulse six successive Confederate charges before retiring, saving all but one
gun, and eliciting praise for their bravery from their desperate foes.

About dark, Polk, convinced that some Confederate troops were firing into
each other, cantered up to the colonel of the regiment that was firing, and
asked him angrily what he meant by shooting his own friends. The colonel, in
a tone of surprise, said: "I don't think there can be any mistake about it. I
am sure they are the enemy." "Enemy! Why, I have just left them myself.
Cease firing, sir. What is your name t" rejoined the Confederate general.
" I am Colonel--of the -- Indiana. And pray, sir, who are you'" Thus
made aware that he was with a Federal regiment and that his only escape
was to brazen it out, his dark blouse and the increasing obscurity happily
befriending him, the Confederate general shook his fist in the Federal colonel's
face and promptly said: "I will show you who I am, sir. Cease firing at
once!" Then, cantering down the line again, he shouted authoritatively t.o
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the men, "Cease firing I" Then, reaching the cover of a small copse, he
spurred his horse and was soon back with his own corps, which he imme
diately ordered to open fire.

The battle of Perryville, a hard-fought fight against many odds, was merely
a favorable incident which decided nothing. Our army, however, was elated
and did not dream of a retreat, as we had held the field and bivouacked on it.
But the commanding general, full of care, summoned his lieutenant-generals
to a council in which both advised retreat.

The next day General Smith's army was called to Harrodsburg, where a
junction of the two forces was effected, and where a position was selected to
receive Buell's attack i-this, however, not being made, Bragg was enabled
to take measures for an immediate retrograde. Forrest was at once dis
patched by forced marches to take position at Murfreesboro', and prepare it
for occupancy by the retreating Confederates.

The conduct of the retreat was intrusted to Polk. Our army fell back first
tQ Camp Dick Robinson, whence the retreat began in earnest, a brigade
of cavalry leading. All the supplies which it was impossible to carry from
this depot were burned; the rest were hauled away in wagons, including
provisions, merchandise of all kinds, and captured muskets, while captured
cannon were drawn by oxen. Refugees, with their families, slaves, and a
great deal of household stuff; omnibuses, stages, and almost every other
description of vehicle were to be seen in this heterogeneous caravan. Thou
sands of beef cattle, sheep, and hogs were driven along.under the charge of
Texans as reckless as the affrighted cattle they were driving.

General Smith's army and Polk's and Hardee's corps followed the trains.
The Federal army promptly took up the pursuit and made an effort by a flank
movement to intercept our long unwieldly trains. General Wheeler with his
cavalry brought up the rear-fighting by day and obstructing the roads at
night. Before the pursuit was abandoned at Rock Castle, that officer wa~
engaged over twenty-six times. His vigilance was so well known by the
infantry that they never feared a surprise. Hard marching, stony roads,
and deep fords lay before us until we had crossed Cumberland Gap. But
at last almost all that had been taken out of Kentucky was safely conveyed
to Morristown, Tenn.

About the 31st of October, 1862, General Bragg, having made a short visit
to Richmond, there obtained the sanction of the Confederate Government for
a movement into middle Tennessee. Returning to Knoxville, General Bragg
made preparations with the utmost rapidity for the advance to Murfrees
boro', where General Breckinridge was already posted, and General Fon'est
was operating with a strong, active cavalry force. Our headquarters were
advanced to Tullahoma on the 14th of November, and on the 26th to Mur
freesboro'. Notwithstanding long marches and fighting, the condition of the
troops was very good; and had they been well clad, the Confederate army
would have presented a fine appearance.

On November 24th, 1862, the commands of Lieutenant-General Pemberton
at Vicksburg, and that of General Bragg in Tennessee, were placed under
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So well satisfied was General Bragg at having extricated bis army from its
perilous position in Kentucky, that he was not affected by the attacks upon
him by the press for the failure of the campaign. He was cheerful, and would
frequently join the staff about the camp-fire, and relate with zest incidents
of his services under General Taylor in Mexico.~ On the 26th General

t He told how on one occasion, when he was pieces, but without harming him. He told us alao
asleep, the men of hia battery had placed under his that at the battle of Buena Vista General Taylor
cot a shell, which exploded, tearing everything to did not use the words 80 frequently quoted. .. A
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Wheeler, commanding the cavalry outposts,! sent dispatches in quick suc
cession to headquarters reporting a general advance of Rosecrans's army.
Soon all was bustle and activity. General Hardee's corps at Triune was
ordered to Murfreesboro'. Camps were at once broken up and everything
was made ready for active service. On the 27th of December our army was
moving.

On Sunday, December 28th, Polk and Hardee met at General Bragg's
headquarters to learn the situation and his plans. Rosecrans was adva.ncing
from Nashville with his whole army. Wheeler with his cavalry was so dis
posed at the moment as to protect the flanks, and, when pressed, to fall back
toward the main army. Hardee's corp!,!, consisting of the divisions of
Breckinridge and Cleburne, with Jackson's brigade as a reserve, constituted
our right wing, with its right resting on the Lebanon Pike and its left on
the Nashville road. Polk's corps, composed of Withers's and Cheatham's
divisions, was to take post with its right touching Hardee on the Nashville
road, and its left resting on the Salem Pike; McCown's division was to form
the reserve and to occupy our center. Such was the position of the Confed
erate army on the 29th of December.

On Tuesday, December 30th, Rosecrans was in our front, a mile and a
half away. At 12 o'clock artillery on both sides was engaged. At 3 o'clock
the Federal infantry advanced and attacked our lines, but were repulsed
by the Louisiana and Alabama brigade, under Colonel Gibson, commanding
little more grape, Captain Bragg," but had ridden
up to him and exclaimed, "Captain, give them
hell 1" He also often related anecdotes of Buell,
Thomas, and Sherman. Thomas had been in his
old battery and he never could praise him too
much. While at Murfreesboro' flags of truce were
the order of the day, and almost always some kiud
message from old army friends was sent thereby
to General Hardee, usually accompanied by a
bottle of brandy.- D. U.

~ Wheeler had shortly before relieved our dash
ing cavalryman, John H. Morgan, who, since the
return from Kentucky, had commanded a brigade
picketing our front. As early as the 1st of De
eember Morgan had been ordered by Bragg to
operate on Rosecrans's lines of communication in
rear of Nashville, and to prevent him from forag
ing north of the Cumberland. Learning that the
Union force at Hartsville, at the crossing of the
Cumberland, was isolated [see map, p. 635], Mor
gan resolved to capture it, and while two brigades
of Cheatham's division, with Wheeler's cavalry,
made a demonstration before Nashville, he set out
on the 6th from Baird's Mills, with four regiments
and one battalion of cavalry under Colonel Basil
W. Duke, and two regiments of infantry and Cobb's
battery from Hanson's brigade, undel' Colonel T.
H. Hunt. The Union force at Hartsville consisted
of Colonel A. B. Moore's brigade of Dumont's di
vision aud numbered about two thousand men.
At Castalian Springs, nine miles distant, there
were two brigades numbering 5000, and at Gal
latin, other forces, all belonginr;t to Thomas's
aommand. Morgan crossed the Cumberland on

the night of the 6th, and disposed his forces so
as to cut off the retreat from Hartsville on the
roads to Lebanon, Gallatin, and Castalian Springs,
and, closing in, attacked the troops who were drawn
up to receive him. Morgan won a complete vic
tory after a stubborn fight of an hour and a halt,
and promptly retired with his prisoners and some
wagons, animals, and stores. While he was retir
ing, the advance of a brigade of rellnforcements
under Colonel John M. Harlan, coming up from
Castalian Springs, reached Hartsville and attacked
the Contederate rear-guard.

TheUnionlosswas: k,58j w,204; m,1834,
total, 2096. The Confederate loss was 139 in
all. Colonel Moore was taken prisoner and his
assistant adjutant-general, Captain W. G. Gholson,
was killed.- EDITORS.

I have been present in my life at many marriages,
religious and civil, but only once did I witnells one
purely military, and never one with which I was
so much impressed as that of John H. Morgan.
A few days before the battle of Stone's River his
marriage ceremony was performed at the house
of the bride. General Bragg and his staff, with a
few of Morgan's comrades, were gathered as wit
ne8ses in the front parlor. Genel'lL1 Polk, Bishop
of Louisiana, performed the ceremony and gave
the blessing. That evening Morgan and his com
mand left Murfreesboro' on a raid toward Ken
tucky. Bocial recreation at Murfreesboro' at this
time was at its zenith j Christmas was approach
ing. The young officers ot our army were all bent
ou fun and gayety. Invitations were out tor a ball
on the day after Christmas.- D. U.
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in the absence of General Daniel Adams. But night soon interposed, quiet
prevailed, and the two armies bivouacked opposite to each other. Gen
eral Bragg was on the field the entire day, but returned to his headquarters
that evening at Murfreesboro'. He called his corps commanders together and
informed t.hem that his advices convinced him that Rosecrans, under cover
of the day's attack, had been massing his troops for a move on our left flank.
It was then agreed that Hardee should at once move to the extreme left Cle
burne's division of his corps and the reserve (McCown), and that, next morn

ing, Hardee should take
lOmand in tha t.tuart r

and b gin 11 fi ht.
t da licyb n th l",t
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orO'aniz 'rl many If tb
m n 1) in till u ag d
in (. king their hI' ak
fasts, but they very soon VIEW OF IIVRFREE8BORO' FROII THE VICUlITY OF FOIlTJUUlll 1IOlI&Cll.U&

got under arms and in PROM A PHOTOORAPH T.\KJllI' Ul 18lK.

position, and resisted the attack with desperati.on. At this juncture Polk
advanced with Withers's and Cheatham's divisions, and after hard fighting
McCook's corps was driven back between three and four miles. Our attack
had pivoted the Federals on their center, bending back their line, as one half
shuts a knife-blade. At 12 o'clock we had a large part of the field, with
many prisoners, cannon, guns, ammunition, wagons, and the dead and
wounded of both armies.

Between 2 and 3 o'clock, however, Rosecrans massed artilll'ry on the favor
able rising ground to which his line had been forced back. On this ground
cedar-trees were so thick that his movements had not been perceived. Our
line .again advanced. Stewart's, Chalmers's, Donelson's, and Maney's bri
gades, supported by Slocomb's, Cobb's, and Byrne's batteries, were hurled
against the Federal line, but could not carry it. Rf'enforced by Gibson's and
Jackson's brigades, another charge was ordered, but the position was not
carried and many were killed and wounded on our side,
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A bitter cold night was now on us.
'Ve were masters of the field. The
sheen of a bright moon revealed the
sad carnage of the day, and the hor
rors of war became vividly distinct.
That night General Bragg again
made his headquarters at Murfrees
boro', whence he gave orders for
the care of the wounded. All the
chur(~hes and public buildings were
turned into hospitals. He announced
to Richmond by telegraph: "God
has granted us a happy New Year."

We had indeed routed the Federal
right wing, but the bloody work was
not over. During January 1st Rose
crans's army was intrenching itself,
but General Bragg was of the opinion
that their quiet meant a retreat.

During the morning of the 2d (Fri
day) quiet prevailed, except some
shelling on our right. At about noon
General Bragg determined to dislodge
the force on his right. Orders were
given to that end, and our best troops BBIGADIER-GBIfERAL JAMES iii. RAINS, C. S. A., KILLED

AT STONE'S RI\'IIiR. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.
were carefully selected. Hanson's,
Preston's, Gibson's, and Hunt's brigades, with Cobb's aud Wright's batter
ies, were placed under Major-General Breckinridge. A gun fired by one
of our batteries at 4 o'clock was the signal for the attack. After a fierce
fight we carried the hill. The orders were to take its crest, and there
remain intrenched. General Breckinridge endeavored to execute this order,
but the commanders of the brigades engaged could not restrain the ardor ~

of their men, who pushed on beyond support. The Federal batteries that
had been massed on the other side of the stream now opened on them and
drove the Confederates back with terrible slaughter, fully 2000 of our men ,
being killed and wounded in this attack. At 10 o'clock P. M. the news of this
disastrous charge, led by the elite of the Confederate army, cast a gloom
over all.

Saturday, January 3d, the two armies faced each other, with little fighting
on either side.

The miscarriage of the 2d determined General Bragg to begin to fall back
on Tullahoma; but all day of the 3d our forces maintained their line of
battle taken up early that morning. That night the evacuation of Murfrees
boro' was effected.

General Rosecrans entered Murfreesboro' on Sunday, the 4th of January,
1863. Meantime his adversary was in full retreat on Tullahoma, thirty-six
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miles distant. By this time General Bragg's corps commanders, 88 well as
their subordinates down to the regimental rank and file, scarcely concealed
their want of confidence in him as the commander of the army. On the
11th of January he invited from his corps, division, and brigade commanders
an expression of their opinion on that point, and their replies, while affirm
ing their admiration for his personal courage, devotion to duty, and ability as

an organizer, frankly confessed that his
army had lost confidence to such an ex
tent in his capacity for chief command
as wholly to impair his further useful
ness. On the 4th of February Gen
eral Polk went so far indeed as to write ./
direct to President Davis with regard
to the dissatisfaction felt, and the neces
sity for the immediate substitution of
another commander. ~

To vindicate himself, General Bragg
at once made an official report of the
battle of the 31st of December, espe
cially in relation to the miscarriage of
the effort to break the enemy's center.\

The feeling outside as well as inside
of his army, however, waxed so strong

BKIO,WIBR-GJ£NEBA.L R. W. HAN80N, c.~. A., KII.I.I-:D against Bragg that President Davis
n 8TONE'S BlVKR. FaOM A PHOTOGB4PU. ordered General Johnston, then near

Vicksburg, to go to Tennessee, with authority, if he thought it wise, to relieve
Bragg from command. Johnston's arrival was hailed with joy, for our army
specially wanted him as their commander. But after spending more than a
week looking into its condition, he decided that he would not relieve Bragg,
and thereupon returned toward Vicksburg with his staff. This result quieted
the bad feeling somewhat, but did not restore harmony between the corps

.11 Colonel Brent once showed me an order from
General Bragg to place General Polk under arrest.
Knowing what feeling against General Bragg such
a step would produce, I was deeply pained and
hastened to the latter's tent, where I besought, as
a personal favor to myself, that the order should
not be executed at present. After a short cou
versation General Bragg authorized me t{) direct
Colonel Brent to withhold the arrest. The next
morning, however, General Bragg, sentfor me, and
expressed his appreciation of what I had said,
and said that he realized the feeling it would
excite against himself, but that he felt that the
urgent exactions of discipline made General Polk's
arrest absolutely requisite. The arrest was there
fore made, but it was not sustained by the Rich
mond authorities, It is hardly necessary to say
that the incident deepened General Bragg's un
popularity with his army, while the feeling be
tween bis two cOrpll commauders and himself
grew from .. bad to worse," On the eve of the

battle of Chickamauga his relations with Gi:'ul'ral
Longstreet were no better than with the other
two.-D. U.

, In his report General Bragg says, in part:

"To meet our 8ncce88ful advance and retrieve hl8
10RIMlII In tl1e tront ot 1118 lett, the enemy early tranIt
torred a portion ot his reserve trum W8 lett to tba&
f1auk, and by 2 o'clock had 8n,'ceeded In concentnll1nlC
8uch a torce 011 L1entellant-Geueral Hardee's tront lUI

to chet'k W8 further progn.'tIII. Our two lines had. by
tbls tiwe, !Jecome a1m08t blended, 80 weaU: were they
by 108868, exhauatfou, llDd exten810n to rov..r the
enemy's whole tront. A8 early 1M 10 A. II. Hl\Ior-Gt"1l
eral Brecldnridge W88 called ou tor one brigade. and
ROOn after tor a 116('~)Qd, to rel'ntor'CfI or .et lUI a re....n-e
to General Hardee, HI8 reply to the f1nlt eall I'f'pre
800ted the enemy el"Ofl"1nl\' fltone'8 River In beavy tOrct!l
In his immediate tront; and on reeelvt~ the secon<J
order he Intormed me they had all'f'.ady el'OlllM"d ID
heavy torce and were advauclng on Wm In two 1InM.
He was Immediately ordered not to walt attae.k bnt to
advanee and meet them. Abont this 8aIIIe time a repon
reached me that a heavy torce ot the enemY'8 Infantry
WM oovanetng on the LebanonRoad about live muM bl
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commanders and their commanding general. Seldom did either of them visit
headquarters except officially. On the other hand, Bragg was on good terms
with the division and brigade commanders, namely, Wheeler, Cleburne, and
Withers, Patton Anderson, J. C. Brown, J. K. Jackson, Bate, and Walthall.

The certainty he felt that General Rosecrans would retire from his front
had led him to suffer the 1st to pass without advancing his right to cover
the rising ground, thus giving ample leisure to Rosecrans to intrench and to
restore order to his army after the fight of the 31st, when all the advantages
of battle had remained with us. But on Friday, the 2d of January, he was
convinced that Rosecrans was not going to retreat and that fighting must
soon be resumed. Mter riding over the ground early on the morning of the
2d, at 11 o'clock he had adopted the following plan: To seize and carry by a
vigorous assault that rising ground now occupied by the Federal forces,
allowing only one hour to intervene between the time of the attack and dark,
80 that night should stop the fighting and give us opportunity to fortify at
once. It was for that reason the hour of 4 P. M. was selected for the operation.
The failure of Friday to secure the heights on our right necessitated an
entire change of our lines, and Saturday his determination was to fall back
to Tullahoma and await General Rosecrans's advance. No such move, how
ever, having been made, our army went into winter quarters, undisturbed.

While the army was at Murfreesboro', no firing of guns being allowed, the
country remained full of rabbits, some of which during the battle, alarmed
by the din, rushed swiftly past one of our regiments, which at the time was
advancing under a heavy fire of musketry. One of our soldiers was heard
by a staff-officer to yell out, "Go it, cotton-tail; I'd run too if I hadn't a
reputation."

At Tupelo an order had been issued forbidding the men firing their mus
kets when in camp. One of the volunteers shooting at a chicken killed a
man; he was tried and shot, not, as unjustly stated, for disobedience of
orders, but for killing the man. During one of General Bragg's rides near
Tullahoma, he happened to meet a countryman dressed in his" butternut"
garb, one of those rough, independent citizens of the mountain district of
Tennessee, who, after intelligently giving all the information asked of him
about the roads we were looking for, was also asked by the general if he did
not" belong to Bragg's army." " Bragg's army'" was the l'eply. "He's got
none; he shot half of them in Kentucky, and the other got killed up at Mur
freesboro'." The general laughed and rode on.
BI"f'clrtnrldl\'8'8 front. Brigadier-General Pegram, who the fteld (whlcb, with proper precaution. could not have
had been .ent te that road to cover the flank of the I'xl8tedl wltbheld from active operatlon8 three tine brl
infantry wltb the c.avalry brigade (8ave two regiments. gadea until the enemy bad succeeded In checking our
detached witb Wbeeler and Wharton). waa ordered for- progrellll. bad reestabUsbed hla lIne8, o.nd had collected
ward ImmediatelY te develop such movement. The many of hla broken battalions."
"rden for the two brigades from Brecldnrldge were
oountennBDded, whilst dlsposltlon8 were made at hl8 ' . The orders referred to by Gene~l ~ragg as ha:v
requCllt te reenforce hIm. Betore they could be carried mg been sent to General Breckmndge were m
uut the movements ordered dlacloaed the tacts that no part written by me, and the receipts for their de
toree bad crolllled Btene's River; that the onlY enemy livery were given to and retained by me for some
In onr immediate front tbere were a small body of time. General Bragg cordially said to me after-
sl1ar)Hlhooten. and that tbere was no advance on the _.... h t' f th . -- h d
Lebanon Road. w...... t at my preserva Ion 0 ose recelp"" a

"Theeennfortunateml8apprebenalonson that part ot II&ved his reputs.tion.-D. U.
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iam E. Woodrulf: 26th Ill., Col. Tbomas D. WlllIame (k), Pro~oat-Guard:9th Mlcb., ('.01. John G. Park)uu"L
Capt. Weetord Taggart; 36th Ill., LIeut.-Col. William P. FIRST (LATE THUlD) DIVIllIOlll, M",.-uen. Lovell B. Ro....
Cbandler; S18t Ind., LIeut.-Col. Jobn Timberlake. 8C&U. BtaiI'alld CllOOrt 10llll: W, 2-
Brigade 1088: k, 32; W, 179; lIl, '7 = 268. Artillery: 2ft • FIrat (/'!lUe Nmtk) Brigade, Col. BeJUam1n F. ~"""r·
Minn. (24 Brigade), Capt. William A. Hotchkls8; 6th 38th Ind., Ueut.-eol. Daniel F. Grlmn; 2d Ohio, u.',l.·
WIll. (18t Brigade), COllt. OSCRr F. Plnney 1m w), Lieut. Col. John Kell Ik), Ml\I. Anson G. MrCook; D1llbj.,
Chat'le8 B. Humphre)'; 8th W18. (3d B,1gade), Copt. Copt. EphralmJ. Elll8; 94thOhio.CoL..J08t'pIIW.t'ru,·U
Btepben J. Carpenter (k), Bergt. ObadIah Gennnll, Lieut. (w), Licut.<JoI. Stephen A. Ba88tont; 10th WlIo., Col. \1
Henry E. BtUIlI!. Artillery 10118 embraced lu brigadee to fred R. Chapin. Brigade 10111l: k.33; w,I.; .... 57 =r".
which attached. Second (late Sew:nteenth) Brigade, Col ..John Brall) :
SECOlilD DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. Richard W. Jobll8cn. 4:1<1 Ind., Lleut.-eol. Jalnet! M. ShanltUn (C): lllltb lu.L.

Firat (laM BizUs) Brigadt, Brlg.-Gen. Auguet WlIllch Col. George HlllUphrey (W), Lleut.-<'ol. Cyrue Eo BrWll.
(c), Col. William Wallace, Col. William H. Glb80n: 89lh 16th Ky., Col. JaDlee B. Fonnlloll (k), Lleut.-C'oI. J_I,L
m., Lieut.-Col. Cbarles T. lIotchkl88; 32d Ind., Lleut.- R. Bnlder; SC1 Ohio, Lleut.-eoL Orr1ll A. ......_. Bn·
Col. FroukErdelmcy...r; 39th Iud., LIeut.-Col. Fieldel' A. Jmde lU88: k,li3; w,240; m,96=3811. 71Ilnf (tau rrnl~

Jone8; 16th Oblo, Col. William Wallace, Capt. A. R. Z. tighlh) B!'((ItUU. Col. John C. Starkweather: l6tb IlL. OIL
DawBOn, Col. William Wall....:c; 49th Ohio, Col. William Geza Mlbalotzy; 79th Po.. CoL Henry A. Hambrirbl:
H. GIbBOn, Llent.-Col. Levi Drake (lei, Capt. Bamuel F. let WI8., Lltlut.-eoL George B. Bingham; nal ..i-.
Gra)·. Brlgadeloes; 11,90; w.S73; 111,701 = 1164. &tolld LIeut.-Col. HalTlBOn C. Hollart.. Brigade 10M: k.~: ....
(late Fifth) Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Edward N. Kirk (w). 31; m, 113=148. FourtA Brlgack, Ueut.-<'ol. Oll,·~r 1.
Co\. Joeeph B. Dodge; 34th Ill., Llent.-C~l. Hiram W. 8be).herd: 1at BattalIon, 16th U. 8., lloJ. ..Jobn H. Kml
Bristol, M",. Alexander P. DY8llrt; 79th n\., Col. (W),Capt.JeeeeFnlmer; lstBattaUon, 16th t'.Il..andB.
Sberld"u P. Read (k), MI\I. Allen Buckncr; 29th Ind., 2d BattaUon, MaJ. Adam J. Slemmer (....1. Capt. ll. L!.
Lieut.-Col. Dovid M. Dunn (c). MaJ. JC>lCph P. ColUn8; Crofton; let BattalIou, aud A Dud D, 3d. Battalloll.l..rh
Botb Ind. Col. Joeellh B. Dodge, Lieut.-Col. Orrin D. U. S., MaJ. Jamee N. Caldwell; Id Bauauon. 8DCI B, I •

Hunt; 77th Pa., Lient.-Col. Peter B. Honsum (k), Capl. E, and F, 3d BattalIon, 18th U. B.• M~. Fnodrrl..k Tow...
Tborn.... E. Rose. Brigade 1018; k, 99: w, 384; m, send; 18tBattalion,19tbU.B•• MaJ.BtepbenD.ca...... ',·
376 = 868. TI.if'fl (lale Jo'ourlh) Brigack, Col. Pbllemon ter (II), Capt. Jamtlll B. MulUgan. Brlglld~ 10..... : k. "';
P. Baldwin: 6th Iud., Lient.-Cul. Hagennan Trilll'; 6th w, 497; m,I5O=841. ArlUletv, Capt. Cyrus 0. Looo".:
Ky.. LIeut.-Col. William W. Berry (W); let Oblo. MI\I. A, K)-. (3d. BrllflLde), Capt. David C.8toDe; .\,1.t 1I1rb.
Joab A. BtatfOl'd; 9Sd Ohio, Col. Cbarle8 Anderson (w). (~d Brigade), LIeut. George W. Van Pelt; B. stb l". -.
Brigade 1088: k, 69; W, 244; Ill, 209 = 612. Artillery: 6th (4th Rrlgade), Lieut. Francil L. Guenther. .ArtIDt'l1l
Ind. (ScI Brigade), Callt. Peter SImonIan; A, 1st OWo embraced In brlgadee to which attached. C.Nlry: ..:.I
(l8t BrlJmde), Lleut. Edmund R. Belding; E,18t Ohio Ky. (6 co'al, MaJ, Thomae P. Nlebolall. r-: .... s.
(2d BriICBde), Capt. Warren P. Edgarton (c). ArtUIery 8EooND (late EIGHTH) DIVJBlOlll, Brig.-GeD_ J_ <.
1088 cmhrnced In the brigades to which attached. Negley.
Oa~(Jlry: G, H, I, allli K, 3d Ind., MI\I. Robert Klein. nrat (tale Tv1eA&JrftflA) Bri{/atle, I BrJ«.~lL Ju-
La",,: k, 4; W, 6; m, 15 = 26. G. S)le/Ll'II: let Tenn., C~l. Robert K. BynI; 2d TPn.
THIRD (LATE ELEVENTH) DIl'I8ION, Brlg.-Gen. Philip H. Lieut.-Col. Jamee M. Melton; 8th Tenn., CoL J~b.\.

Bberldan. Cooper. Brigade 10llll: II, 6; w, tII=sa. Ilettortd (/fd'
ElIt:Ort: L, 2d K,v. Cav., Ueut. Joeepb T. FormBII. 7'rDmly-ninUs) Brigade, Col. Timothy R. 8taDI~r IJI.
Jo'iral (lale Thirt!/-aerenUs) Rrigadt, Brlj(.-Gen. Joehua Ill., Col. Jueeph R. Beatt (W), Lieut.-<'ol. AleSM4tr 11"

W. BUI (II), Co\. Nicbol.... Greueel; 36th Ill., Col. Nichol.... RaIfen; 11tb Millh., Col. Wlll1am L. 8toqllltoll: Illlb
Greueel, MI\I. SURI! Mlllcr (W aud c), COIlt. Pomr C. Ohic, Lieut.-Col. J081ah Given; 89th Ohio. Ool1i1W...
Olson; 88th m., Col. Francis T. Bbcnnan; 21at Mlcb. B. CB8IIllly lW), MaJ. Ell J. Hickcox, Capt. Darid Put
L1eut.-eo1. William R. McCreery; 24tb WI8., MaJ. man, Capt. Joeeph H. Brigham, Ueut.-eol~ r.
Elleha C. Hibbard. Brigade 108e: 11,106; w,~; m. EJliott. Brigade 10IIII: k,T8; w,33ll; m,l01=511. Pin/

I The 14th Mich., ~th m., aud t\\"o oectlOD8 lOth WII. Battery \emporarlJr attached J .... :!Id and Jd.
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(lale BnenIA) Brigade. Col. Johu F. Miller: 87th Ind., (k), Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill. Brigade 10811: k, 1111; w,
CoL Jamea B. HnU (w,) Lieut.-CuI. William D. Ward; 478: m,74=6159. ArliUn-y, Capt. Wm. E. Btandart: B,
21st Ohio, Lieut.·Col. Jamea M. NellJlIng: 74th Ohio, 1st Ohio, Capt. Wro. E. Btandart; F, 1st Ohio, Capt. D. T.
CoL Granville MoodJ' (w): 78th Pa., CoL William Sir- Cockerlll (w),Lieut. Norval Osbum: HandM,4thU.8.,
welL Brigade loss: k, 80; w, 471; m.97 = 648. ArliUn-y: Lieut. C. C. Pal'llOD8. Artillery loss: k,9: w, <10; m,ll=60.
B, KJ·., Lient. Alban A. Ellilworth; G, 1st Ohio, Lient. THlBD (LATE FIFTJJ) DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Horatio P. Van
Alexander Marshall; M, 1st Ohio (2d Brigade), Capt. Cleve (w), Col. Bamuel Beatty. Btatf 1088: w,l.
Frederick Elchultz. Artillery l08S I'mbraced In brlgadea Fir.t (lale Eleflellth) Brigade, Col. Samuel Belltty
to whleh attached. Col. Benjamin C. Grider: 79th Ind., Col. Frederick
THIRD (L.'TE 1l'1JlST) DlVI8ION. Kneller; 9tb Ky., Col. Benjamin C. Grider, Lleut.-

First Brigad~, :, Col. Mosea B. Walker: 82d Ind., Col. Col. George H. Cram; 11th Ky., MaJ. El'II.8mll8 L. Mot
Morlan C. Hnnter; 17th Ohio. Col. John M. Connell; tley; 19th Ohio, MaJ. Charlea F. Mande1'8on. Brigade
31st Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Frederick W. Lister: 38th Ohio, loss: k, 67; W, 371; w, 83 = 621. Second (lale Four
Col. Edward H. Phelps. Brigade loss: w,22. ArtUkry: 1eeIIth.) Brigad~, Col. Jam68 P. Fyffe: «th Ind., Col.
D. 1st Mich., Capt. J06lab W. Church. William C. WUllams (C), Lieut.-Col. Simeon C. Aldrich;

LEFT WING.-MaJ.-Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden. 86th Ind., Lieut.-CoL George F. Dick; 13th Ohio, CoL
Staft' 10fl8: W,l. J08eph G. Hawkins (k), MI\!. Dwight Jarvl8, JJ'.; lllIth
FIRST (LATE 8JXTII) DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. ThomM J. Wood Ohio. Lieut.-Col. William Howard. Brigade loss: k,78;

(WI, BrIg.-Gen. Milo B. Haacall. BtafflO8ll: w,l. w, 239; m,2<IO=667. Third (lale Twentll-lAird) Brigade,
Fint (lale Fi~mth.)Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Milo S. Hall- Col. Bamuel W. Price: 36th Ind., Col. Bernard F. Mul

"all, Col. George P. Buell: Iooth Ill., Col. Frederick A. len; 8th Ky., Lieut.-Col. Reuben May, MaJ. Green B.
Bartleson: 68th Ind., Col. George P. Buell, Lieut.-Col. Broaddna: 21st Ky., Lieut.-Col. James C. Evans; 51st
James T. Embree; 3d Kr., Col. Bamuel MeKl".e (k), MaJ. Ohio, Lieut.-CoL Richard W. McClain; 99th Ohio, Col.
Daniel R. Culller; 26th Ohio, Capt. Wll1lam H. SqUires. Peter T. Bwalne (W), Lieut.-Col. John E. Cumwln8. Brl
Brigade loolll: k, 50; w. 316; m, 34 = <100. Second (late g!lode 10l1li: k, 79; w, 361: m, 143 = 383. Ar/UIeI'II, Capt.
1'Jrero/y-jtf'.1) Brigad~, CoOl. George D. Wagner: 13th Ind., George R. Swallow: 7th Ind., Capt. George R. Bwallow ;
I..Icut.-Col. Gustavus A. Wood: <10th Ind., Col. John W. B, P&., Llent. Alul180n J. Btevens; 3d Wis., Lieut. Cort
Blak." Lieut.-Col. Ellas Nelf (WI, MaJ. Henry Leam1ng; land Livingston. Arttllery loss: k, 6; w,19=26.
57th Ind., Col. Cyrus C. Hines (w), Lieut.-CoL George W. CAVALRY, Brlg.-Gen. David S. Stanley.
Lennard (w), Capt. John B. McGraw; II'lth Ohio, Col. CAVllRY DIVISION, Col. John Kennett.
Jobn Q. Laue. Brigade loss: k, 57; W, 291: w. 32= 380. First BrigfUk, Col. Robert H. G. Minty: M, ~d Ind.,
Third (lale Twentlelh) B,·;gatfe. Col. Charles G. Hal'ker: Capt. J. A. B. Mitchell; 3d Ky., CoL Ell H. Murr~; 4th
61st Iud., Col. Abel D. Btrelght; 73dIud., Col. Gilbert Mich., Lient.-Col. William H. Dickinson; 7th Pa., MI\!.
Hatbaway; 13th Mich., Col. Michael Bhoemaker: Mth John E. Wynkoop. Bpgade 1088: k, 5; w, 24; m, 77 =
Ohio, Lleul.-CoL Alexander Ml"Ilvaln: 85th Ohio, Lieut.- 106. Second Briga~,CoL Lewis Z&hm: 1st Ohio, Col.
Col. Alexander Ca8K1I (w), MaJ. Horatio N. Whitbeck Minor Milliken (k), MaJ. Jamell Laughlin; 3d Ohio,
IwI. Brigade loss: k, 106: w, 330; m, 101 = 539. Ar/iI- Lieut.-Col. Douglas A. Murray; 4th Ohio, MI\!. Juhn L.
lery, MI\!. SeJ"mour Race: 8th Ind. (Firat Brigade), Lieut. Pugh. Brigade lou: k, 18: w,«; m, 69 = 121. Arlillerv:
Gwrge Estep; 10th Ind. (Second Brigade), Capt. Jerome D, let Ohio (lIeCtlon), Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell. Lou:
B. Cox; 6th Ohio (Third Brigade), Capt. Cullen Brad- k, 1.
ley. Artillery 1088 cmbl'al"ed In brigades to whicb RESERVE CAV~Y: ~ 18th Pa., MaJ. Adolph G. Roeen·
attached. garten (Jr.), Mild. Frank B. Ward (m W), Capt. AItred
SECOND (LATE FOURTH) DIVl810N, Brig.-Gen. John ?tl. Vezln: 1st Middle (5th) Tenn., Col. WlIllam B. 8tokea;

Palmer. Staff 10llll: W, I. 2d Tenn.. Col. Daniel M. Ray. Reeerve cavalry lou: k,
FirBl (la/e Twe"'lI-seeond) Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Charles 1~: w, 28; m, 87 = 104.

CI'l1ft: 31st Ind., Col. John Osborn; 1st Ky., Col. na,id UNATTACHED: 3d Tenn., Col. William C. Plekens; 4th
A. Enyart: 2d Ky., Col. Thowas D. Sedgewlck; 90th U. B., Capt. Elmer Otle. Loss: k, 3; w, 10; m, 1~= 23.
Ohio, Col IIIa8C N. R08II., Brigade loss: k, U; w, 227: MISCELLANEOUS.-PIONEEJl BJlIGADB, Capt. Jamea
m. 128 = 397. Second (late NinetemlA) BI-lgad~. Col. Bt. C. Morton: 1st Battallon, Capt. Lyman Bridges (wI;
WIlUam B. Hazen: l10th Ill.• Col. ThomM B. CBBey; Ilth 2d Battalion, Capt. Calvtn Hood; 3d Battalion, Capt.
Ind., Col. Wllllam H. Blake; 8th Ky., Col. Walter C. Robert Clements; Btokes's Ill. Battery, Capt. James H.
Whitaker; 41st Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Aquila Wiley. Brigade Stokea. Brigade l08S: k, 15; w, 38 = 48.
106lJ: k,45; w. 385; m, 29 = <109. Thi,'" (lale Ten/h) Bri- BNGINEERS AND MECHANIC8: 1st Mleh., Col. WllliamP.
gade, CoL William Gro8l': 84th TIL, Col. Louis H. Waters: Innes. Lou: k, ~; w, II; m, II = 16.
36th Ind.• MaJ. IeaM Kinley (W), Capt. PJ-rrbna Wood- Total 1088 of Union army (In the oampalgn): kllIed,
ward; 23d Ky.. MI\!. ThomBB H. Hamrick; 6th Ohio, Col. 1730: wounded, 7602; captured or miMing, 3717 =13,249.
Nlcholu L. Ander80n (w) ; 24th Ohio, Col. Frederick C. Elfectlve force December 31st, 1882, 43,<100. (See" Omcial
Jones (11.), MaJ. Henry Terry (k), Capt. Enoch Weller Records," Vol. XX., pt. I., p. 201.)

ot Thls1JrlgBlle and Church's hattery were the only troops ot this divlelon engagetlln Lhe hattie.
~ Under the Immediate commaUlI of General Stanley. chief of cavalry.

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY.
ARMY OF TE:SNEBBEE.- General Braxton Bragg.

POLK'8 CORPS. Lieut.-Gen. Leonidas Polk. gade 1088: k, 83; w. 384; m. ~ = 3911. ThW Brigade,
J'IMT DIV1810N, Maj.-Gen. B. F. Cheatham. Brlg.-Gen. George Maney: 1st and ~7th Tenn., Col. H.

Fin/ Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Daniel 8. Donel80n: 8th R. Feild: 4th Tenn. (Prov. army). CoL J, A. McMnrry;
Tenn., Col. W. L. Moore (kl, Lleot.-CoL J. H. Ande1'8On; 6th and 9th Tenn., Col. C. 8. Hurt; Tenn. BhaJ1Hlboot
16th Tenn., Col. John H. Savage; 38th Tenn., Col. John era, Capt. Frank Maney; MIM. Batt.ery (Smith's), Lieut.
C. carter; 81st Tenn., Col. John Chester; 84th Tenn., Wtlllam B. Turner. Brigade 10M: lc,ll2: W,l83; W, 8 =
Col. 8. 8. 8tanton; Tenn. Battery, Capt. W. W. CamM. 193. FourlA Brigade, Col. A. J. Vaughan, Jr. : 12th Tenn.•
Brigade 10118: k, 108: w, 576; m, 17=700. 8e«md. Bri- MI\!. J. N. Wyatt; 13th Tenn., Lient.-CoL W. E. Morgan
f/UIk, Brlg.-Gen. Alexander P. Btewart: 4th and 6th (m W), Capt. R. F. Lanier; 29th Tenn.. M~. J. B. John
Tenn., Col. Oscar F. 8trabl; 19th Tenn., Col. Fran- son; 47tb Tenn., Callt. W. M. Watktns; 164tb Tenn.,
elB JiI. Walker; !Hth Tenn., Col. H. L. W. Bratton Llellt.-Col. M. Magevney, Jr.; 9th Te.x., Col. W. H.
(m w). MI\!. B. E. 8bannon; 81st and 38d Tenn., Col. Yonnl{: Tenn. Bharp-t!hoote1'8 IAlUn's), Lieut. J. R. J,
E. E. Tanail: MIN. Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford. BrI- Crelgbton (w), Lieut. T. F. Pattl8on; Tenn. Battery
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Capt. W. L. Boott. Brigade 10ll8: k, lOG; w, 11M; OJ.

88=707.
8KCOND DIVIllION, M~.-Gen. Jon68 M. Withers.

Fi,..tBrigatk, Col. J. Q. Loomill (w), CoL J. G. Coltart:
Il1th Ala., --; 22d Ala., --; iOth Ala.. --: \16th
Ala., --; 89th Ala., --; 17th Ala. Battalion Bharp
shooters, Capt. B. C. Yancey; 1st La. (ReguIW'8I, Lleut.
Col. F. H. Farrar, Jr. (m w); Fla. Battery, Capt. Felix
H. Robertson. Brigade 1088: k, 58; w. 533; m, 5=5111.
&conrl Brigade, Brlg.-Oen. Jam68 R. Chalmers (w), Col.
T. W. White: 7th Mls8., --; 11th MI88., CoL T. W.
WhIte; 10th MI88., --; 41st Miss., --; 11th Mls8.
Battalion Bharp-shooters, Capt. O. F. West; Blythe'8
MIsa., --; Ala. Battery (Garrlty's), --. Brigade
1088: k, 67; w, ,~: m, 36 = 5'8. Third Brigade, Brlg.
Gen. J. Patton Anderson: 'M,h Ala" CoL Jamee G. Gil
christ: ~Uh Mise., Lieut.-Col. R. P. McKelvalne; !lith
Miss., Col. Thomas M. Jouee. Lleut.-Col. Jamea L. Autry
(k), Capt. E. R. Neilson (wI; ~th MIM., Col. W. F.
Bl'antly (WI, Lieut.-Col. J. B. MorKlln; 30th Mlllll., Lleut.
Col. J. I. Bealee; 89th N. C., Capt. A. W. Bell; Mo. Bat
tery, Capt. O. W. Barret. Brigade 1088: k, 130; w,620;
m, 13 = 763. Fourth B/'igade, Col. A. M. Manigault: ~'th

Al.... --; ~h Ala., --: lUth Ala., --: loth and
19th B. C., Col. A. J. Lythgoe (k); Ala. Battery, Copt. D.
D. Waten. Brigade loss: k, 73; W, '28; m,16=517.

HARDEE'S CORPB, Llent.-Gen. William J. Hardee.
FIRST DIV181ON, M~.-Gen. John C. Brecklnrldge.

F'r.t Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. Daniel W. Adams (W), Col.
Randall L. Gibson: 8~d Ala., Llent.-Col. Henry Manry
(w). Col. Alexander McKinstry; 13th and 20th LB.. Col.
RandaIl L. Gibson, M~. Cbarl68 Guillet; 16th and ~th

LB.. Col. S. W. Fisk (k), MoJ. F. C. Zllcharle; uth La.
Battalion, M~. J. E. Austin; 5th Battery Washington
(LB.) Art'y. Llent. W. C. D. Vaught. Brlgude I08S: k.
11~; w, ,~; m, 1'6=703. 8eeO'lld Brigade, Col. J. B.
Palmer, Brlg.-Gen. Gideon J. Pillow: 18th Tenn., Llent.
Col. W. R. Butler. Col. J. B. Palmer (w) ; 26th Tenn., Col.
John M. Lillard; 28th Tenn.• Col. P. D. Cunningham (k):
'11th Tenn•• Col. A. 8earcy; Oa. Battery (Mo868's), Lieut.
R. W. Ande1'l\On. Brigade loss: Jr, 'II; w, 82': m, 15~=

4~. Third Brigade, Brlg.-Oen. WlIJlam Preston: 1st
and 3d l''ls., CoL William Miller (w); 'th Fla., Col. Will
Iam L. L. Bowen; 60th N. C., Col. J. A. McDowell: ~h
Tenn.. Col. T. B. 8m1th (w), Lieut.-Col. F. M, Lavender,
MI\I. F. Claybrooke; Tenn. Battery, Capt. E. E. Wright
(k). Lleut. J. W. Phlllipe. Brll{ade 1088: k, 68; w,38f:
m,1I7=1l3IJ. Fourth Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. R. W. Haneon
(k). Col. R. P. Trabue: flet Ala•• Col. H. Talblrd, Lleut.
Col. M. L. Btaneel (wI; ~d Ky., MoJ. Jam68 W. Hewitt
(w). Capt. James W. Moss; 'th Ky., Col. R. P. Trahue,
Capt. T. W. Thompson; 6th Ky Col. Joseph H. Lew1e;
11th Ky.. Col. T. H. HIIDt; Ky. Batter)", Capt. Rohert
Cobb. Brigade 1088: k, '7: w, ~3; m, 81 = «11. Jaek
~n·. Brigade (temporarily attached), Brlg.-Gen. John
K. Jackson: 5th Ga.• Col. W. T. Black (kl. Maj. C. P.
Daniel; 2d Ga. Battalion 811arp-8hootere, Maj. J. J. Cox;
5th Miss.. Lieut.-CoL W. L. Sykes (W); 8th Miss., Col. J.
C. Wllklu"on (wand el, Lieut.-Col. A. MoNelll; Ga. Bat
tery (Pritchard's), --: Ala. Battery (Lumsden'S),
Lieut. H. H. Cribb". Brigade loes: k, H; w. ~~ = 3O:l.
UntJUae1led: Ky. Battery, (;apt. E. P. Byrne.
SECOND D1VI810N, MI\I.-Oen. P. R. Cleburne. Bta1l'I08S:

w,2.
F'r.t Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. L. E. Polk: 1st Ark., Col.

John W. Colquitt.; 13th Ark., -; 15th Ark., -; 15th
Confederate. Col. J. A. Smith: 2d Tenn•• Col. W. D.
Robison: 5th Tenn., Col. B. J. Hill; Ark. Battcry
(Helena Art·)-J. Lieut. T. J. Key. Brigade loss: k, 30;
w, 298; m. III = 347. 8eeond Brigade, Brig.-Gen. St. John

R. Liddell: 2d Ark., Col. D. C. Govan; 11th ArL. Lirat-·
CoL John E. Murray: 11th and nh Ark., CoL S. G.llnj::~

(w). Lieut.-Col. F. J. Cameron (w), MI\I. \\". F. Dood"... :
8th Ark.• Col. John H. Kelly (w). Ueut..{:oL G. F.
Baucum; MiBB. Battery (Swett·s). Lieut. H. 8bano""
Brigade 1088: k. 86; w,li03; m,18=lI07. TAinI Brigadl.
Brlg.-Gen. Bushrod R. JohneoD: 17th Tenn., CoL ..\. -.
Marke (wI, Lieut.-CoL W. W. Flo)'d; 23d Tenn.. LIr<1L·
Col. R. H. Keeble; 211 Tenn.. CoL J. M.. Hnglulllr). Lint.·
CoL Sanruel Davis: 3Ttlr Tenn., CoL M_ \\"1lJU 'W'.
M~. J. T. McReynold1l (kl, Capt. C. G. ~arIUIf[iD: "til
Tenn., Col. John B. Fulton: MI8B. Battery l.Jdf~N"

Art'y), Capt. Put. Darden. Brigade 1088: )[.1I1: y. , ... :

m. 57 = 6011. FourIA Brigade, Brll{.-Gen. 8. A. X_ ll'oocI:
16th Ala., Col. W. B. Wood (wI; 33d Ala.. CoL !laIollt"l
Adama: 3d Confederate. MI\I. J. F. cameron; 45tb )(1....

Lleut.-Col. R. Charlton; nth MiBa. BatlaUon 8barp
shooters. Capt. A. T. Hawkins; Ala. Batt"J')", Cap'
Henry C. 8emple. Brigade 10ll8: k, 112; W, J39; III.

113=_.
IIClCOW!l'8 DIVISION (of Kirby 8m1th's corll8. een-ID2: ..-JIb

Hardee), MI\I.-Gen. J. P. McCown.
F',..t Brigade (serving as InfantryI, BrI&--Gen D.

Ector: 10th Tex. Cav., Col. M. F. Locke: 11th T ..". e ..
Col. J. C. Burke (m wI, Lleut.oCol. J. M. Bound.; Ul.1l
Tex. Cav.• Col. J. L. Camp; 15th Tex. (:av., Col. J. A.
Andrews: Tex. Battery. Capt. J. P. Doug1lul. Brindt
108s: k,:llI; w,!lI6; m,48=352. S«ond Brigade, BrlI!'A;n.
Jamea E. Rains (k). Col. R. B. Vance: 3d Ga. Battalion.
Llent.-Col. M. A. Btovall; lith Ga. Battalion, MI\I. J'-loII
T.8mlt,h; ~thN.C.,Col.R.B. Vanee; 11thTenn•• CoI.G.
W. Gordon (w), Llent.-Col. WIlliam Thedford; Ala. Bat·
tery (Eufaula LIght Art'y), Lieut. W. A. McDn1ll... BrI·
gadll l08S: Jr. ~I; W. 161; m. 18 = 1911. f'Aini Bri!}/Jlk.
Brlg.-GeD. Evander McNair. Col. R. W. Harper; lot Art.
Mt'd RIII68 (d18mounted). CoL R. W. Harper, M"," L. 1IL
HaWMur (w); 2d Ark. Mt'd Rltlce (dismounted), LieuL·
Col. J. A. Williamson; tth Ark., CoL H. G. BODD: 3lIlll
Ark., MI\!. J. J. Fninklln (wand CI. capt. W. A. Cotter: till
Ark. Battalion, MI\I. J. A. R088; Ark. BaUery. c..pt. J. T.
Humphreys. Brigade 1088: k, 42; w. 330; W, 52 = m.

CAVALRY, BrlK.-Oen. Joeeph \\"hee1t'r.
Wheeler'. Brigade, Brig.-Gen. J086ph Wbeeler: tAt _\IA..

Col. W. W. Allen (WI; 3d Ala.. MI\!. F. Y. GaIn..... ea..L T.
H. Maudlin; 51st Ala.. Col. John T.Monpm; 8tb CODfl'd·
emte, Col. W. B. Wade; 1st Tenn.. Col• .Jamet! Eo Carkr;
TenB. Battalion, MI\I. DeWitt C. Douglao88; TenD. Bal
tallon, Maj. D. W. Holman; Ark. Rattery. Capt. J. R.
Wiggins. Brigade 10ll8: k, 22; W. 1I1; m, lH=ltr.. 1hr
ford'. Brigade. Brig.-Gen. Abrabam Bufon!: 3d 1'1.
Col. J. R. Butler: 5th Ky.• CoL D. H. Bmtth; alb Ky.
Col.J. W. Grlgshy. BrigadelOll8: k.l; W,l1:w.&=I8.
P~m'. Brigade, Brig.-Gen. John Pegram: let Gll.,
--; 1st LB.. --, BrI/CBde 10811, not reported. If...,..
ton·.Brlgad~. Brlg.-Gen. JohnA.Wharton: 14th Ala. Bat·
tallon. J.lent.-CoL Jame" C. Malone; 1st Con1rd~ralt.

Col. John T. Cox: 3d Confederate, Llent.-COL William
M, E"tes: ~d Ga., Lieut.-Col. J. Eo Dnnlop, lI~. F. )I,

laon; 3d Gs. (detaehment), MoJ. R. ThowpeoJl;~T~.oD..
Col. H. M. Ashby; 4th Tenn., Col. Baxter 8m1tb: TfolD.
Rattallon, Maj. John R. Dnl8; Bf,h Tex•• Col Thoro..
Harrison: Murray's TenD.. MI\!. W. 8. Ble~; E._rt
Co., Capt. Paul F. Anderson; McCown's ~ort Co..
Capt. L. T. Hardy; Tenn. Battery. Capt. B. F. Wbl~.Jr.
HriKade 10s8: k, 20; w, 131; m. 113 = 2M.

The total Confederate 1088 (Wlnns Pe~ram'. ea"alry
brigade, not reported) Wllll 1294 killed, 'llN5 ..oan.1fd.
and 10'J'1 captured or miII"lnj{=10.2M. The unmbo'r
preseut for duty on December 31st, 1862, .... n,n:.
(8ee "OWclal Records," Vol. XX., Pt. I., p. 1I'T1t.. )



THE BATILE OF STONE'S RIVER.

BY G. C. KNIFFIN, LIEUT.-eOLONEL, U. B. V., OF GENERAL CRITrENDEN'8 BTAFF.

ON the 26th of December, 1862, General W. S. Rosecrans, who on the 20th
of October had succeeded General Buell in the command of the Army

of the Cumberland, set out from Nashville with that army with the pur
pose of attacking the Confederate forces under General Braxton Bragg,
then concentrated in the neighborhood of Murfreesboro', on Stone's River,
Tenn.

The three corps into which the army was organized moved by the fol
lowing routes: General Crittenden by the Murfreesboro' turnpike, arriving
within two miles of Murfreesboro' on the night of the 29th; General Thomas's
corps by the Franklin and Wilkinson turnpikes, thence by cross-roads to the
Murfreesboro' pike, arriving a few hours later; and General McCook's corps,
marching by the Nolensville pike to Triune, and bivouacking at Overall's
Creek on the same night. The forward movement had not been accom
plished without some sharp fighting. The advance of Crittenden had a
spirited action at La Vergne, and again at the Stewart's Creek bridge.. Mc
Cook fought at Nolensville, and the cavalry, under General Stanley, found
the march a continuous skirmish; but the Confederate advance pickets had
fallen back upon the main line, where they rejoined their divisions.

The armies were about equally matched. Bragg's effective strength on
December 10th was 39,304 infantry, 10,070 cavalry, and 1758 artillery,-total,
51,132; while on December 15th General Rosecrans's returns showed a
present for duty of 51,822 infantry and artillery, and 4849 cavalry,-total,
56,671. In each army these figures were diminished by the usual details
for hospital and transportation service, train guards, and other purposes,
80 that Rosecrans reported his force actually engaged, December 31st, at
43,400, while Bragg placed his own force at 37,712.)

Rosecrans's left wing, under Crittenden, bivouacked on the night of the
29th within seven hundred yards of the Confederate lines in front of Mur
freesboro'. Crittenden's orders had been to go into Murfreesboro', and he
was inclined to obey them. Riding forward, he found the two advance
divisions arranged in line of battle, and, against the remonstrance of General
Wood, ordered a forward movement. Palmer united with Wood, however,
in a protest on the ground that an advance at night over unknown ground,
in the face of a force of unknown strength, was too hazardous to be under
taken.

General Crittenden finally suspended the execution of the order one
hour, and soon after it was countermanded by General Rosecrans, who

j ODe reallon for the unreliability of o:fll.cial re- old, thus leaving out of the account, all rendered
turns for historical purposes is that the absence by the brigade, division, or corps adjutant, the
of tn-monthly and monthly returns of numerous numerons C88ualties that have tended to diminillh
organizationll frequently require the nse of the the actual strength of tholle organizations Bince
returns" lallt on file," which may be three months laIlt reported.-G. C. K.
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61 4 THE BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER.

came up to Crittenden's headquarters at the toll-house on the Nashville
turnpike'.

Crittenden's line of battle was the base of a triangle of which Stone's River
on his left and the line of a dense cedar thicket on his right formed the other
sides. General Wood's division occupied the left, with his flank resting on
the river, General Palmer's the right, while General Van Cleve was in reserve
near a ford of Stone's River. Of Thomas's two divisions, Negley formed on
the right of Palmer, with his right on the Wilkinson pike, while Rousseau
was in reserve. \t

The soldiers lay down on the wet ground without fires, under a drenching
rain. The slumbers of the commanding general were disturbed at half-past
3 on the morning of the 30th by a call from General McCook, who had just
come up and who was instructed to rest the left of his corps upon Negley's
right. Of his divisions, Sheridan therefore, preceded by Stanley's cavalry,
moved on the Wilkinson turnpike, closely followed by R. W. Johnson and
Davis. Skirmishing into position, the line was formed by resting the left
of Sheridan's division on the Wilkinson pike, Davis taking position on
his right and Johnson in reserve.

The general course of the Nashville and Murfreesboro' turnpike, and of the
railroad where they crossed the line of battle, is south-east. On the left of
the turnpike, and opposite the toll-gate house, was a grove of trees of about
four acres in extent, crowning a slight elevation known as the "Round

~ An important cavalry raid by General Wheeler
around the Union army had engaged two of
Thoma8'8 brigade8, Starkweather'8 and Walker'8.
During the night of the 29th General Wheeler,
who had moved from the left to the right of Mur
free8boro', advancing by the Lebanon and Jeffer
SOil pike8, gained the rear of Rosecran8'8 army
and attacked Starkweather's brigade of Rou8
seau's divillion, at Jefferson, at daylight on the
30th. The head of hiB brigade train, consisting
of sixty-four wagon8, had just arrived in camp,
and was driving into park, when Wheeler dashed
down upon it with three thousand cavalry. But he
had encountered an antagoni8t 1108 vigilant &8 him
self. Wheeler'8 men, di8mounted, advanced gal
lantly to the charge, when they were as gallantly
met. After two hours' contest twenty wagons in the
rear of the train were taken and de8troyed, but the
aS8ault upon the brigade was hand80mely repulsed.
The Confederates fell back, followed by Stark
weather for mOl'e than a mile, when he returned
to camp. The Union 1088 iu killed, wounded, and
mi8sing was 122.

From Jefferson Wheeler proceeded towaTd La
Vergne, pickiug up stragglers and a small forage
train, arriving at La Vergne about noon of the
8ame day, where he captured the immeuse 8upply
train8 of McCook'8 COrp8, moving slowly forward
under in8ufficient guard.

Seven hundred prisoners and nearly a million
dollars' worth of property was the penalty paid by
the Government for not heeding the reque8t8 of
the commanding general for more cavalry. The

work of paroliug prisoners, burning wagoU8, ex
changing arm8 and horse8, and driving off mules
commenced at once and occupied the remainder of
the day and night. Earlyon the momingof the 31st
Colonel M. B. Walker'8 Union brigade (of Fry's di
vision, Thomas's corps), on its night march from
Nolensville to Stewartsboro', arrived within two
and a half miles of La Vergne, and advancetl at
once to the scene of devastation. The tumpike, as
far as the eye could reach, was filled with burning
wagons. The country was overspread with dia- ~

armed men, broken-down horses and mules. The
streets were eovered with empty valises and
trunks, knapsack8, broken guns, and all the in
describable d~bris of a captured and rifled army
train. A few shells, judicioUBly administered, suf
ficed to set Wheeler's stragglers scampering atter
the main body, now far on its way toward Rock
Spring. Walker recaptured eight hund~d men
and all the train animals, and saved some of the
st{)res. A train there, and another at ~olenB

ville, shared the fate of that a.t La Vergue, and
three hundred paroled prisoners were left to carry
the tidings back to Nashville. At 2 o'clock on the
moming of the 31st Wheeler came up bright and
smiling upon the left flank of the Confederate
army in front of Murfreesboro', having made the
entire circuit of Rosecrans's army in fort)'-eight
hours, leaving miles of road strewn with burning
wagons and army BUpplies, remounting .. portion
of hiB cavalry, and bringing back to eamp .. 11111&
cient number of minie-ri1les and aClCoutermente to
arm a brigade.-G. C. K.
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1. Jl05UKENT TO T1III: DEAD 01' T1III: RII:GUUR BB1GAD" 81'On's 1UVBR CBJlII:TBRY.
2. CANNON 1lI'BCRIBBD WITH THE NUKBBR BUllIBD IN STONE'S RIVBR CEMETERY.
3. STONE'S RIVER CEHBTBRT (S&B JlAP. P. 618) -THB NA8HVlLLB BAlLBOAD 1lI'
THE FOREGROUND. I'ROJI PHOTOGRAPHI JlADE 15 1884.
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Forest," in which Wagner's brigade was posted. The line of battle trending
irregularly southward, facing east and accommodating itself to the character
of the ground, was much nearer the Confederate line in front of McCook
than on the left, where the flanks of the contending armies were separated by
Stone's River. At 4 o'clock General McCook reported the alignment of the
right wing, together with the fact that two divisions of Polk's corps and two
of Hardee's were in his front, extending far to
hi right out th al ill pike. n ral R a-

t' n obj d to th di tion of 0 k's
lin ,and ai it h uld face tr naly uth,
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~ During the afternoon, General McCook being of Kirk's, and Baldwin was in reserve. The left
informed that his line was greatly overlapped by wing maintained substantially the same position
the enemy, Johnson's division was moved up on it had assumed the previous night. The pioneer
Davis's right. Kirk's brigade on the left was brigade. under Captain Morton. was posted on
formed on the right of Post, bnt was advanced Stone's River, in rear of Wood, to prepare fords.
slightly to obtain position in the front edge of Rousseau came up with Scribner's, Beatty's and
a woodland, commanding the gronnd in front. the Regular brigade, and took position in rear
Willich's line was refused to the right and rear of Negley.-G. C. K.
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THE BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER.

n-

valley, widening from left to right from 200 to 500 yards, beyond which, in a
dense cedar thicket, the enemy's lines were dimly visible. Confidence in the
strength and staying qualities of his troops, and reluctance to yield a fav
orable position without a struggle, together with the fact that the retire
ment of his line must be executed in the night, induced General McCook to
make the fatal mistake of leaving his position unchanged.

The plan of battle was as follows: General McCook was to occupy the most
advantageous position, refusing his right as much as was practicable and

necessary to secure
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1II0NUMENT TO THE DEAD OF BAZEN'8 BRIGADE, ON THE P081TION BELD BY
ford (covered and BI8 BRIGADE IN THE ANGLE BETWEEN THE PIKE AND THE IUILROAD,

supported by Mor- FROM'" PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN 18M.

ton's Pioneers, 1700 strong) and to advance on Breckinridge. Wood's divi
sion was to cross by brigades at the upper ford, and, moving on Van Cleve's
right, was to carry everything before it to Murfreesboro'. This move was
intended to dislodge Breckinridge, and to gain the high ground east of
Stone's River, so that Wood's batteries could enfilade the heavy body of
troops massed in front of Negley and Palmer. The center and left, using
Negley's right as a pivot, were to swing round through Murfreesboro' and ~

take the force confronting McCook in rear, driving it into the country toward
Salem. The successful execution of General Rosecrans's design depended
not more upon the spirit and gallantry of the assaulting column than upon
the courage and obstinacy with which the position held by the right wing
should be maintained. Having explained this fact to General McCook, the
commanding general asked him if, with a full knowledge of the ground,

VOL. III••0
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BBIGADIEH-GKSEHAL EDWAIlD S. KIRK. KILLKD AT
8ro~B'8 RIVBH. FROII A PHOTOGRAPH.

he could, if attacked, hold his position three hours,-again alluding to his
dissatisfaction with the direction which his line had assumed, but, as before,
leaving that to the corps commander,-to which McCook replied, "I think
I can."

Swift witnesses had borne to the ears of General Bragg the movements of
General Rosecrans. He had in his army about the same proportion of raw
troops to veterans as General Rosecrans, and the armies were equally well

armed. By a singular coinciden<'e
Bragg had formed a plan identi
cal with that of his antagonist....
If both could have been carried
out simultaneously the spectacle
would have been presented of two
large armies turning upon an axis
from left to right. Lieutellant
General Hardee was put in com
mand of the Confederate left wing,
consisting of McCown's and Cle
burne's divisions, and received orders
to attack at daylight. Hardee's at.
tack was to be taken up by Polk
with the divisions of Cheatham and
Withers, in succession to the right
flank, the move to be made by a
constant wheel to the right, on
Polk's right flank as a pivot. The

object of General Bragg was by an early and impetuous attack to force the
Union army back upon Stone's River, and, if practicable, by the aid of the cav
alry, cut it off from its base of operations and supplies by the Nashville pike.

As has been shown, the Union and Confederate lines were much nearer
together on the Union right than on the left. In point of fact the distanee
to be marched by Van Cleve to strike Breckinridge on Bragg's right, cross
ing Stone's River by the lower ford, was a mile and a half. To carry out the
order of General Bragg to charge upon Rosecrans's ri~ht, the Confederate
left wing, doubled, with McCown in the first line and Cleburne in support,
had only to follow at double-quick the advance of the skirmish line a ff'W

hundred paces, to find themselves in close conflict with McCook.
The Confederate movement began at daybreak. General Hardee moved

his two divisions with the precision that characterized that able commander.
McCown, deflecting to the west, as he advanced to the attack, left an opening
between his right and Withers's left, into which Cleburne's division fell, and
together the two divisions charged upon R. W. Johnson and Davis, while yet
the men of those divisions were preparing breakfast. There was no surprise.
The first movement in their front was observed by the Union skirmish line,
but that first movement was a rush as of a tornado. The skirmishers fell
back steadily, fighting, upon the main line, but the main line was overborne
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THE BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER.

by the fury of the assault. Far to the right, overlapping R. W. Johnson, the
Confederate line came sweeping on like the resistless tide, driving artillerists
from their guns and infantry from their encampments. Slowly the extreme
right fell backJ at first contesting every ineh of ground. In Kirk's brigade
500 men were killed or wounded in a few minutes. Willich lost nearly as
many. Goodspeed's battery, on Willich's right, lost three guns. The swing of
Bragg's left flank toward the right brought McCown's brigades upon the right
of Davis's division. Leaving the detachments in R. W. Johnson's division
to the attention of two of his brigades and Wheeler's cavalry, McCown turned
McNair to the light, where Cleburne was already heavily engaged. Driving
Davis's skirmishers before him, Cleburne advanced with difficulty in line of
battle, bearing to the right over rough ground cut up with numerous fences
and thickets, and came upon the main line at a distance of three-fourths of a
mile from his place of bivouac. It was not yet daylight when he began his
march, and he struck the Union line at 6 o'clock. General Davis now changed
the front of Colonel Post's brigade
nearly perpendicular to the rear. Pin
ney's battery was moved to the right,
and the 59th lllinois assigned to its
support. One-fourth of a mile to the
light of Post, Baldwin's brigade, with
Simonson's battery on its right, took
position behind a fence on the mar
gin of a wood. Carlin's, Woodrnff's,
and Sill's brigades were on the main
battle line. Against this force, about
seven thousand strong without works
of any kind, Hardee hurled the seven
brigades commanded by Manigault,
Loomis, Polk, BushrodJ ohnson,Wood,
Liddell, and McNair-lO,OOO men.
The engagement which followed
(being the second distinct stage of
the battle on the right) was one of
the fiercest of the day. Baldwin was llRIG.\D1EK-QENERAL J081lUA W. 8ILL. KILLED AT

the first to give way. After half an 8TONE'8 RIVER. FROM A 8TEEL ENGR4VING.

hour's spirited resistancE', finding the left of McCown's division, in pursuit
of the remnants of Willi('h's and Kirk's brigades, advancing far beyond his
right, Baldwin withdrew to the edge of the woods in rear of the front line,
and tried to make a stand, but was dliven back. The salient angle formed
by the junction of Post's brigade with Carlin's, which at this time formed
the right of the extreme Union line of battle, was in the meantime fiercely
assailed. In front of Post, the Confederates under McCown, in command
of MeNair's brigade of his own division, and Liddell of Cleburne's division,
received a decided repulse; and Cleburne was for a time equally unsuc
cessful in pushing back the main Union line.
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'. -......: ....

Three successive assaults were made upon this position. In the second,
Vaughan's and Maney's brigades of Cheatham's division relieved Loomis's and
Manigault's. In the third attack Post's brigade was enveloped by Hardee's
left, which, sweeping toward his rear, made withdrawal a necessity. Sill had
been killed in the first assault. Schaefer's Union brigade was brought for-

ward to the sup-
rt f h t

lin, Th d .
drfl'm
ill t hal' as
allantly b 't d,

and L
driv n
hi firs
.M niO'aul
van d a I

o 10 k an
tak t1

BRIDGE OVER OVERALL'S CREEK. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH ToUtlllll IIll 181M.

h" f1' [It bnt,
m 'tiuO' with h
sam l' J ti n
\Va . mp II <.l t
r til' . nd
a ta k l' 'ultC'd
lil: th 4 fi t' t.
Man y' l.n'ir...ad
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with Manigault's
supported by Vaughan's. Turner's Confederate battery took position Dear
the brick-kiln [see map, p. 616], and opened fire, under cover of which Mani
gault made an unsuccessful dash upon Houghtaling's Union battery. Colonel
Roberts was killed, and Colonel Bradley, of the 51st lllinois, succeeded to
the command of the brigade. Having completed the formation of his line,
Hardee gave the order for a general advance, and that portion of the
right wing, which up to this time had resisted every assault made upon it,
retreated in perfect order toward the left and rear, with empty cartridge
boxes, but with courage undaunted. Schaefer's brigade, being entirely out
of ammunition, obeyed Sheridan's order to fix bayonets and await the charge.
Roberts's brigade, having a few cartridges left, fell back, resisting the enemy.
With the country to the right and rear overrun by McCown's infantry and
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THE BATTLE OF STONE'S RiVER. •
Wheeler's cavalry in pursuit of R. W. Johnson's routed division, one-half of
which were either killed, wounded, or captured, and with a strong, determined
enemy pressing them upon front and flank, Davis and Sheridan now found
themselves menaced by another powerful auxiliary to defeat. Their ammu- 
nition was nearly exhausted, and there was none nearer than the Nashville
Murfreesboro' pike in the rear of Crittenden.. On the other hand, McCown,
in his report, refers to the necessity of replenishing his ammunition at this
juncture, Liddell's brigade having exhausted forty rounds per man.

Carlin's brigade retired and re-formed on the Murfreesboro' pike. Wood
ruff held out some time longer, but finally followed Carlin toward the left,
taking all the artillery with him, with the exception of one gun from
Pinney's battery. Captain Pinney, dangerously wounded, was left upon the
field. The withdrawal of the artillery was a matter of greater difficulty.
Nearly all the horses having been killed, the attempt was made to withdraw
the pieces by the use of prolonges. Lieutenant Taliaferro, commanding a
section of Hescock's battery, was killed,. and his sergeant brought off his two
guns by hand. The ground, however, was too rough, and the road to safety
too long, and in consequence the six guns of Houghtaling's battery were
abandoned. Dragging the remaining pieces of artillery with them, Sheri
dan's division at 11 o'clock emerged from the cedars on Palmer's right, passing
Rousseau on his way to the front. Cheatham's Confederates advanced in line
of battle over the ground vacated by the Union right wing, and came up with
Stewart's brigade hotly engaged with Negley, while Cleburne and McCown,
sweeping toward the Nashville pike, driving hundreds of fugitives before
them, encountered a new line improvised by Rosecrans to meet the emergency.

Thus far the plan of battle formed by Bragg had been earned out in strict
conformity with its requirements. It now remained for Withers and Cheat
ham to drive the Union center back on the Union left. The retirement of
Sheridan's division precipitated the entire command of Cheatham and a por
tion of Withers's upon Negley's two brigades and two brigades of Rousseau,
on the left of the Wilkinson pike, taking them in front, left flank, and rear.
The roar of artillery and the sharp rattle of musketry had aroused these bri
gades early, and they had stood in line, for hours, in momentary expectation
of an attack upon their front. This, it is possible, would have been repulsed;
but when it came in such a questionable shape, preceded by a cloud of
retreating troops, but one course appeared to present itself to the com
mander, and that was to fall back. Nevertheless, he faced Colonel T. R.
Stanley's brigade to the right, and ordered Colonel John F. Miller to hold
his position to the last extremity. Miller arranged his brigade in convex
order, with Schultz's battery on his right and Ellsworth's battery on his left.
Simultaneously with Cheatham's advance upon his right, Stewart's and An
derson's brigades attacked Miller in front. Miller's lines were barely formed
when a heavy musketry and artillery fire opened upon his men, who met the.
charge with a well-directed fire. On his right was Stanley, and the rapid dis
charge of Schultz's and Ellsworth's guns told with terrible precision upon the
ranks of the advancing Confederates who soon halted, but did not abate their
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GBNERAL BAIIUEL BEATTY'S BRIOADB (VAS CLEVE'S DIVISION) ADVANCING TO SUSTAIN THE UIII0. BlOST
NBAR THE NASHVILLB plU (8£E lUI', P. 616). nOli A LITHOGRAPH.

fire. The 29th and 30th Mississippi, of Anderson's brigade, made a dash upon
Schultz's battery, but were hurled back behind the friendly cover of a stone
wall, where Stewart passed them in his charge upon Miller. A bayonet
charge was met by the 21st Ohio, and repulsed with great gallantry. The
fighting at this point was terrific. All along the front the dead and wounded
lay in heaps, and over their bodies came the assaulting host, seemingly
strong and brave as when the first charge was made in the morning. But
the inevitable result of a successful flank movement, by which the ammuni
tion trains had been captured, came to Negley's strong fighting brigades as
it had come to those of Sheridan and Davis. Ammunition was nearly
exhausted, and it could only be replenished in rear of Crittenden, whose
lines still stood intact. Negley ordered Stanley to retire, which he did in
perfect order; and Miller's brigade, after holding its position until the
ammunition on the persons of the killed and wounded was all used, slowly
fell back to re-form in Palmer's rear.

Rosecrans, having arranged his plan of battle, had risen early to super
intend its execution. Crittenden, whose headquarters were a few paces
distant, mounted at 6 A. M., and with his staff rode to an eminen<>e, where
Rosecrans, surrounded by his staff-officers, was listening to the opening guns
on the right. The plan of Bragg was instantly divined, but no appre
hension of danger was felt. Suddenly the woods on the right in the rear of
Negley appeared to be alive with men wandering aimlessly in the direction
of the rear. The roar of artillery grew more distinct, mingled with the con·
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tinuous volleys of musketry. The rear of a line of battle always presents
the pitiable spectacle of a horde of skulkers, men who, when tried in the fierce
flame of battIe, find, often to their own disgust, that they are lacking in the
element of courage. But the spectacle of whole regiments of soldiers flying
in panic to the rear was a sight never seen by the Army of the Cumberland
except on that occasion. Captain Otis, from his position on the extreme
right, dispatched a messenger, who arrived breathless, to inform General
Rosecrans that the right wing was in rapid retreat. The astounding intelli
gence was confirmed a moment later by a staff-officer from McCook, calling
for reenforcements. "Tell General McCook," said Rosecrans, "to contest
every inch of ground. If he holds them we will swing into Murfreesboro' and
cut them off." Then Rousseau with his reserves was sent into the fight, and
Van Cleve, who, in the execution of the initial movement on the left, had
crossed Stone's River at 6 A. M. at the lower ford, and was marching in close
column up the hill beyond the river (preparatory to forming a line of battle
for a movement to the right, where Wood was to join him in an assault
upon Breckinridge), was arrested by an order to return and take position on
the turnpike facing toward the woods on the right. A few moments later
this gallant division came dashing across the fields, with water dripping from
their clothing, to take a hand in the fray. Harker's brigade was withdrawn
from the left and sent in on Rousseau's right, and Morton's Pioneers,
relieved at the ford by Price's brigade, were posted on Harker's right. The
remaining brigades of Van Cleve's division (Beatty's and Fyffe's) formed on
the extreme right, and thus an improvised line half a mile in extent presented
a new and unexpected front to the approaching enemy. It was a trying
position to these men to stand in line while the panic-stricken soldiers of
McCook's beaten regiments, flying in terror through the woods, rushed past
them. The Union lines could not fire, for their comrades were between them
and the enemy. Rosecrans seemed ubiquitous. All these dispositions had
been made under his personal supervision. While riding rapidly to the front,
Colonel Garesche, his chief-of-staff, was killed at his side by a cannon-ball.
Finding Sheridan coming out of the cedars into which Rousseau had just
entered, Rosecrans directed Sheridan to the ammunition train, with orders to
fill his cartridge-boxes and march to the support of Hazen's brigade, now
hotly engaged on the edge of the Round Forest. The left was now exposed
to attack by Breckinridge, and riding rapidly to the ford, Rosecrans inquired
who commanded the brigade. "I do, sir," said Colonel Price. "Will you
hold this ford'" "I will try, sir." "Will you hold this ford T" "I will die
right here." "Will you hold this ford T" for the third time thundered the
general. "Yes, sir," said the colonel. "That will do"; and away galloped
Rosecrans to Palmer, who was contending against long odds for the pos
session of the Round Forest.

At half-past 10 o'clock Rousseau's reserve division, shorn of one brigade,
under command of Major-General Lovell H. Rousseau, was ordered into
action on the right of General Negley. The two bligades commanded by
Colonels John Beatty and B. F. Scribner, known as the 17th and 9th of the
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BeENE OF TUE FIGIJTll"G OF P.\LlU.R'S AND OOU88t:AU'S DJ\·ll!IONS. FROII A LITHOGRAPH.

In the distance between the railroad on t.he left and whIch NegJe)"s division and the regu1ar8 of Ro~n's
the pike In the center was the lint position of Hazen, dlvlslon were 80 roughly handled. In the fO~UDd
of Palmer's dlvlslon. On the r!ght are the cedar8 In are seen the batt.erleAI of LoomIs BIId Guenther.

old Army of the Ohio, were the same that only three months before had hurled
back the strong fighting brigades of Hardee on the bloody slopes of Chaplin
Hills or Perryville. The regular brigade, composed of five battalions of the
15th, 16th, 18th, and 19th United States Infantry, commanded by Colonel
Oliver L. Shepherd, under perfect discipline, was placed on the extreme right.
The line was formed in a dense cedar brake, through which Cleburne's and
McCown's victorious columns were advancing, sweeping everything before
them. On the left the roar of battle in Negley's front showed that all was
not lost, and to his right Colonel John Beatty's brigade was formed. Scrib
ner was held in reserve. The shock of battle fell heaviest upon the regu
lars; over one-third of the command fell either killed or wounded. Major
Slemmer, of Fort Pickens fame, was wounded early. Steadily, as if on
drill, the trained battalions fired by file, mowing down the advancing Con
federate lines. Guenther's battery could not long check the fury of the
charge that bore down upon the flanks and was fast enveloping the entire
command.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kell, the commander of the 2d Ohio, was killed;
Colonel Forman, the boy Colonel of the 15th Kentucky, and Major Car
penter, of the 19th Infantry, fell mortally wounded. There was no resource
but to retreat upon support. At this moment Negley's division, with empty
cartridge-boxes, fell back, and Rousseau, finding his flanks exposed, after a
heroic fight of over two hours, fell back slowly and stubbornly to the open
field, where his flanks could be more secure. Captain Morton, with the
Pioneers and the Chicago Board of Trade battery, pushed into the cedars,
and disappeared from view on their way to the front simultaneously with
Harker. The general course of the tide of the stragglers t.owaro the rear
struck the Nashville turnpike at the point where Van Cleve stood impatiently
awaiting the order to advance. All along the line men were falling, struck
by the bullets of the enemy, who soon appeared at the edge of the woods on
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Morton's flank. At the order to charge, given by General Rosecrans in per
son, Van Cleve's division sprang forward, reserving their fire for close
quarters. It was the crisis in the battle. If this line should be broken
all would be lost. Steadily the line moved forward, sending a shower of
bullets to the front.

The brigades of Stanley and Miller having fallen back, as previously
described, and the entire strength of Cheatham and three brigades of
Withers and Cleburne having come upon Rousseau, the latter had fallen back
into the open field, where he found Van Cleve. Loomis's and Guenther's bat
teries, double-shotted with canister, were posted on a ridge, and as the Con
federate line advanced, opened upon it with terrific force. Men fell all along
the line, but it moved straight ahead. The field was covered with dead and
wounded men. The deep bass of the artillery was mingled with the higher
notes of the minie-rifles, while in the brief pauses could be distinguished the
quickly spoken orders of commanding officers and the groans of the wounded
It was the full orchestra of battle. But there is a limit to human endurance.
The Confederate brigades, now melted to three-fourths their original num
bers, wavered and fell back; again and again they re-formed in the woods
and advanced to the charge, only to meet with a bloody repulse. All along
the line from Harker's right to Wood's left, the space gradually narrowed
between the contending hosts. The weak had gone to the rear; there was no
room now for any but brave men, and no time given for new dispositions;
every man who had a stomach for fighting was engaged on the front line.
From a right angle the Confederate left had been pressed back by Van Cleve
and Harker and the Pioneers to an angle of 45 degrees. This advance
brought Van Cleve within view of Rousseau, who at once requested him to
form on his right.

General Harker, entering the woods on the left of Van Cleve, passed to
his right, and now closed up on his flank. The enemy had fallen back,
stubbornly fighting, and made a stand on the left of Cheatham. Brave old
Van Cleve, his white hair streaming in the wind, the blood flowing from
a wound in his foot, rode gallantly along the line to where Harker was
stiflly holding his position, with his right "in the air." Bidding him hold
fast to every inch of ground, he rode on to Swallow's battery, which was
working with great rapidity. He "then passed to the left, where General
Samuel Beatty's brigade were firing with their minie-rifles at a line of
men which seemed to be always on the point of advancing.

The advance of Bragg's left wing had brought it into a position at right
angles with the original line. The entire strength of the center, and most of the
left, was concentrated upon the angle formed by Rousseau and the right of
Palmer's division. Chalmers's Confederate brigade, which up to 10 o'clock had
lain concealed in the rifle-pits on the right of Withers's line, arose at the order,
and, under a terrific fire, dashed forward across the open field upon Palmer's
front. Finding that the time had come for a decisive blow, General Bragg
now directed General Breckinridge to send two brigades to the left to reenforce
Polk. General Pegram, who, with his cavalry, was posted on the Lebanon
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pike in advance of Breckinridge's right, had observed Van Cleve's movement,
and notified General Breckinridge that a heavy column of infantry and artil
lery had crossed Stone's River and was advancing along the river bank upon
the position occupied by Hanson's brigade. Interpreting this as the initial
movement in a plan which was intended to strike his division, Breckinridge
declined to obey Bragg's order, which in his report he terms a "suggestion."
At ten minutes after ten he replied, "The enemy is undoubtedly advancing
upon me." Soon after he wrote Bragg, "The Lebanon road is unprotected,
and I have no troops to fill out my line to it." At half-past eleven, upon
Bragg ordering him to move forward and attack the Union left, Breckinridge
replied, "I am obeying your order, but my left is now engaged with the
enemy, and if I advance my whole line farther forward, and still retain com
munication with my left, it will take me clear away from the Lebanon road,
and expose my right and that road to a heavy force of the enemy advan
cing from Black's." The withdrawal of Van Cleve appears to have passed
unnoticed by Breckinridge, and was undiscovered until too late to accomplish
any good by complying with Bragg's order. Thus, by simply thrusting for
ward the left flank of his army and at once withdrawing it, General Rosecrans
had held four Confederate brigades inactive at a time when their presence
in support of Chalmers might have administered the coup de grace to the
center of the Union line.

The movement of Crittenden's left and center divisions upon Bragg's right
wing having been arrested, Wood's division was in position to cross at the
upper ford. Wagner's brigade was at the river bank. Hascall was in reserve
some distance to the rear of the opening between Wagner's right and Hazen's
left. The withdrawal of Negley from Palmer's right precipitated the attack of
Donelson's and Chalmers's brigades against the right and Adams and Jackson
against the left. Chalmers's attack was made with great fury. His men had
been confined, without fires, in their rifle-pits for forty-eight hours, and when
finally the order came at 10 o'clock to" up and at 'em," they came forward
like a pack of hounds in full cry. Cruft recoiled from the attack in the open
field between the Round Forest and the wood in which Negley was engaged,
and, falling back, met the charge at the time that Negley moved to the rear.
Now Cruft's right was in the air and exposed to attack by Donelson follow
ing Negley. Cruft repulsed Chalmers in his front, but Donelson's brigade,
pouring to his rear, threatened to envelop him. Grose, from his position in
reserve, faced to the right, and soon after to the rear, and bore back the
charging columns, enabling Crnft to withdraw.

When Chalmers's assault first fell upon Palmer's right, Hazen faced his two
right regiments, the 6th Kentucky and 9th Indiana, to the rear, where the
impetus of Chalmers's assault upon Cruft had borne him, at the same tIm~

retiring the two left regiments, the 41st Ohio and llOth Illinois, some fifty
yards to the left of the pike and engaged to the front, the 40th Indiana having
fallen back. A burnt brick house [Cowan's] in the immediate front of the
Round Forest afforded cover for the enemy, and in the steady, persistent
effort to force back the front of Hazen's line the action became terrific. All
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of Hascall's brigade, "and two regiments of Wagner's, being engaged on the
right of the 6th Kentucky, and Wagner's remaining regiments being in
position at the ford. some distance to the left, the assault on the left was
borne by Hazen, whose brigade was thought by Polk to be the extreme left
of the Union line. Upon this point, as on a pivot, the entire army oscillated
from front to rear for hours. Hazen's horse fell shot square in the forehead.
Word came that the ammunition of the 41st Ohio was nearly exhausted.
"Fix bayonets and hold your ground I" was the order. To the llOth Illinois,
who had no bayonets, and whose cartridges were expended, the order was
given to club their muskets, but to hold the ground. The 9th Indiana now
dashed across the line of fire, from a battery in front, to the left, to relieve
the 41st Ohio. Cannon-balls tore through their ranks, but they were rapidly
closed up, and the men took their place in the front line, the 41st retiring
with thinned ranks, but in excellent order, to refill their empty cartridge
boxes. An ominous silence succeeded, soon followed by the charge of Donel
son's fresh Confederate brigade and the remains of Chalmers's. The time had
been occupied in the readjustment of Palmer's line. The 24th Ohio, com
manded by Colonel Fred. Jones, and the 36th Indiana, shorn of half its
strength in the previous assault, were sent to Hazen's support. Parsons's
battery was posted on the left. The 3d Kentucky, led by McKee, dashed
forward and took position on the right of the 9th Indiana across the turn
pike. The terrible slaughter in this regim~nt attests its courage.

While Hazen and Wagner were thus gallantly defending the left of the
line from 9 o'clock in the morning until 2 in the afternoon, the fight raged not
less furiously on their immediate right. Here a line was formed, composed of
two brigades of Palmer's division and Hascall of Wood's, filled out by the
remains of Sheridan's and Negley's divisions, who, after they had replenished
their ammunition, formed behind the railroad embankment at right angles
with Hazen's brigade, which alone retained its position upon the original line.
Farther to the right was Rousseau, with Van Cleve, Harker, and Morton on his
right. At this supreme moment the chances of victory were evenly balanced.
The undaunted soldiers of the left and center had swept past the crowd of
fugitives from the right wing, and now in strong array they stood like a rock
bound coast beating back the tide which threatened to engulf the rear.

Along this line rode Rosecrans; Thomas, calm, inflexible, from whose gaze
skulkers shrank abashed; Crittenden, cheerful and full of hope, compliment
ing his men as he rode along the lines; Rousseau, whose impetuosity no
disaster could quell; Palmer, with a stock of cool courage and" presence of
mind equal to any emergency ; Wood, suffering from a wound in his heel,
staid in the saddle, but had lost that jocularity which usually characterized
him. " Good-bye, General, we'll all meet at the hatter's, as one coon said to
another when the dogs were after them," he had said to Crittenden early in
the action. " ~<\.re we doing it about right now, General'" asked Morton, as
he glanced along the blazing line of muskets to where the Chicago battery
[Stokes's] was hard at work. "All right, fire low," said Rosecrans as he
dashed by. Colonel Grose, always in his place, had command of the Ammen
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brigade, of Shiloh memory, which, with Hazen's and Cruft's brigades, had
driven the right of Beauregard's victorious army off that field. After the for
mation of this line at noon it never receded j the right swung around until,
at 2 o'clock, considerable of the lost ground bad been retaken. The artillery,
more than fifty guns, was massed in tbe open ground behind the angle in the
line (twenty-eight Union guns had been captured), where they poured iron
missiles continuously upon the Confederate line. They could not fil'e amiss.
The fire from Cox's battery was directed upon Hanson's brigade across the
river, whence Cobb, with his Napoleons, returned the compliment with zeal
and precision. Schaefer's brigade, having received a new stock of cartridges,
formed on Palmer's right, where later its commander received his death
wound, the last of Sheridan's brigade commanders to fall during the day.
At 4 o'clock it became evident to the Confederate commander that his only
hope of success lay in a charge upon the Union left, which, by its overpow
ering weight, should carry everything before it. The movement of Cleburne
to the left in support of McCown had deprived him of reserves j but Breck
inridge had two brigades unemployed on the right, and these were peremp
torily ordered across the river to the support of General Polk.

The charge of Adams and Jackson, and the subsequent attack of Preston's
and Palmer's brigades, have been described. The error made by General
Polk in making an attack with the two brigades that first arrived upon the
field, instead of waiting the arrival of General Breckillridge with the remain
ing brigades, was so palpable as to render an excuse for failure necessary.
This was easily found in the tardy execution of Bragg's order by Breckin
ridge, and resulted in sharp criticism of the latter. The Union 3d Kentucky,
now nearly annihilated, was relieved by the 58th Indiana, Colonel George P.
Buell. The 6th Ohio, Colonel Nicholas L. Anderson at its head, took position
on the right of the 26th Ohio, with its right advanced so that its line of fire
would sweep the front of the regiments on its left. The 97th Ohio and 100th
lllinois came up and still further strengthened the position. They had not
long to wait for the Confederate attack. These dispositions had hardly been
made when a long line of infantry emerged from behind the hill. Adams's
and Jackson's brigades were on the right, and Donelson's and Chalmers's,
badly cut up but stout of heart, were on the left. On they came in splendid
style, full six thousand strong. Estep's case-shot tore through their ranks,
but the gaps closed up. Parsons sent volley after volley of grape-shot against
them, and the 6th and the 26th Ohio, taking up the refrain, added the sharp
rattle of miIiie-rifles to the unearthly din. Still the line pressed forward, firing
as they came, until met by a simultaneous and destructive volley of musketry.
They staggered, but quickly re-formed and, reenforced by Preston and the
Confederate Palmer, advanced again to the charge. The battle had hushed
on the extreme right, and the gallantry of this advance is indescribable. The
right was even with the left of the Union line, and the left stretched far past
the point of woods from which Negley had retired. It was such 8 charge as
this that at Shiloh broke the strong lines of W. H. L. Wallace and Hurlbut,
and enveloped Prentiss, The Confederates had no sooner moved into the open
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field from the cover of the river bank than they were received with a blast
from the artillery. Men plucked the cotton from the boles at their feet and
stuffed it in their ears. Huge gaps were torn in the Confederate line at every
discharge. The Confederate line staggered forward half the distance across
the fields, when the Union infantry lines added minie-balls to the fury of the
storm. Then the Confederates wavered and fell back, and the first day's
fight was over.

New Year's was a day of fair weather. During the night Rosecrans retired
his left to a more advantageous position, the extreme left resting on Stone's
River at the lower ford, where Van Cleve had crossed on the previous morn
ing, the line of battle extending to Stokes's battery, posted on a knoll on
Ros~crans's right. Walker's and Starkweather's brigades having come up,
the former bivouacked in close column in reserve in rear of McCook's left,
and the latter, posted on Sheridan's left, next morning relieved Van Cleve's
division, now commanded by Colonel Samuel Beatty, which crossed the river
and took position on the margin of a woodland that covered a gentle slope

.extending from the river to an open field in its front.
Across this field the Lebanon road, running nearly at right angles with

Beatty's line, was nearly in sight. In his front and right, an elevation still
held by Hanson's brigade of Breckinridge's division was crowned by Cobb's
battery of artillery. On the left and rear, Grose's brigade of Palmer's division
occupied a knoll in support of Livingston'S battery on the following day.

The Confederate line, formed by Polk and Breckinridge on the right
and Hardee on the left, extended from the point on Stone's River where

P081T1011 OJ' STARKWEATHER'8 AIID &CRIRIIER'8 BBIOADEII 011 JAIIUABr I, 2, AIID S. J'BOIi A LITHOGRAPH.
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Chalmers's brigade had bivouacked since the 25th, in a direction almost at
right angles with its original line.

At dawn on the 1st of January the right flank of General Polk was
advanced to occupy the ground vacated by the Union army on the west
bank of the river. Neither commander deemed it advisable to attack, but
each was watchful of every movement of the other. The picket lines on
either side were thrust forward within sight of the main lines of the oppos
ing force, on the alert to notify their commanders of any movement in their
front. Weaker in numbers, but more compact, and decidedly stronger in
morale, each awaited the order to advance and close in a final struggle.

General Bragg confidently expected to find the Union troops gone from
II'

his front on the morning of the 2d. His cavalry had reported the turnpike
full of troops and wagons moving toward Nashville, but the force east of
Stone's River soon attracted his attention. Reconnoissance by st&ff-officers
revealed Beatty's line, enfilading Polk in his new position. It was evident
that Polk must be withdrawn or Beatty dislodged. Bragg chose the latter
alternative, and Breckinridge, against his earnest protest, was directed to con-'
centrate his division and assault Beatty. Ten Napoleon guns were addpd
to his command, and the cavalry was ordered to cover his right. The line
was formed by placing Hanson's brigade of Kentuckians, who had thus far
borne no part in the engagement, on the extreme left, supported by Adams's
brigade, now commanded by Colonel Gibson. The Confederate Palmer's bri
gade, commanded by General Pillow, took the right of the line, with Preston
in reserve. The artillery was ordered to follow the attack and go into posi
tion on the summit of the slope when Beatty should be driven from it. ThE'
total strength of the assaulting column was estimated by Bragg at six thou
sand men. His cavalry took no part in the action.

In the assault that followed a brief cannonade, Hanson's left was thrown
forward close to the river bank, with orders to fire once, then charge with the
bayonet. On the right of Beatty was Colonel S. W. Price's brigade, and the
charge made by Hanson's 6th Kentucky was met by Price's 8th Kentucky
regiment, followed by Hanson and Pillow in successive strokes from right
to left of Beatty's line. Overborne by numerical strength, the Union brigades
of Price and Fyffe were forced back upon Grider, in reserve, the right of
whose brigade was rapidly being turned by Hanson, threatening to cut the
division off from the river. Beatty ordered retreat, and assailants and assailed
moved in a mass toward the river. The space between the river bank and the
ridge occupied by Grose now presented a scene of the wildest confusion. The
pursuit led the Confederate column to the right of Grose, and Lieutenant
Livingston opened upon it with his artillery, but he was quickly ordered across
the river. Crittenden, turning to his chief-of-artillery, said, "Mendenhall, you
must cover my men with your guns." Never was there a more effective response
to such a request; the batteries of Swallow, Parsons, Estep, Stokes, Stevens,
Standart, Bradley, and Livingston dashed forward, wheeled into position, and
opened fire. In all, fifty-eight pieces of artillery played upon the enemy. Not
less than one hundred shots per minute were fired. As the mass of men
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PO(lITJON 011' IIKIIDENHALL'S FIFTY·EIGHT GUliS (AS SEEll FIlOM TUE EAST BAliK ADOVE THE FORD) WIlICH
HEPELLI!:D THE CHARGE OF BRECKlllRIDOE. JANUARY 2, 1863. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN III 1ll8L

swarmed down the slope they were mowed down by the score. Confederates
were pinioned to the earth by falling branches. For a few minutes the brave
fellows held their ground, hoping to advance, but the west bank bristled with
bayonets.

Hanson was mortally wounded, and his brigade lost over 400 men; the
loss in the division was 1410. There was no thought now of attacking Grose,
but one general impulse to get out of the jaws of death. The Union infantry
was soon ordered to charge. Colonel John F. Miller with his brigade and
two regiments of Stanley's was the first to cross the river, on the extreme
left. He was quickly followed on the right by Davis and Morton and by
Hazen in the center. Beatty quickly re-formed his division and recrossed t/

the river and joined in the pursuit. The artillery ceased firing, dnd the Union
line with loud cheers dashed forward, firing volley after volley upon the fugi
tives, who rallied behind Robertson's battery and Anderson's brigade in the
narrow skirt of timber from which they had emerged to the assault. The
Union line advanced and took possession of the ground from which Beatty
had been driven an hour before, and both armies bivouacked upon the battle
field. General Spears, with a brigade guarding a much-needed supply train,
came up and took position on the right, relieving Rousseau on the following
morning.

General Bragg had been promptly notified by General Joseph Wheeler
of the arrival of this reenforcement to his antagonist, and says in his report:
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ADVANCE OF COLONEL M. B. WALK.ER'S UNION BRIGADE, AT STONE'S RlVl:R, ON THt; BV1:!'INU 01'
JANUARY 2, lllil8. .·ROK A LlTBOGRAPII.

Walker'8 po81t1on 18 In the cedan near the right or Rou8_u'8 Une (Bee map,~e 818). In the rl~htof the plc.-tlU'e
18 seen the (th Michigan Battery. The front line was compo8ed or the 318t and 11th

Ohio, and the second line of the 82d Iudlana and 38th Ohio.

" Common prudence and the safety of my army, upon which even the safety of our cause de
pended, left 110 doubt on my mind as to the necessity of my withdrawal from so unequal a contest."

Bragg acknowledged a loss of over 10,000 men, over 9000 of whom were
killed or wounded,-neurly 25 per cent. of the total force engaged. The
loss in the Union army was, in killed, 1533; wounded, 7245 = 8778; and in
prisoners, McCook, 2092; Thomas, 576; Crittenden, 821,-total, 3489. Appre
hending the possible success of a flank movemeut against his left, General
Bragg had cansed all the tents and baggage to be loaded on wagons and
sent to the real'. On the night of the 3d he began his retreat and continued
it south of Elk River, whence he was ordered back to Tullahoma by General
Johnston.

THE UNION LEFT AT STONE'S RIVER.

BY THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN, MAJOR-GENERAL, U. 8. V.

T HE battle of Stone's River, Tennessee, 'on the armies, as numerous and so nearly match('d in
31st of December, 1862, and the 2d of Janu- strength, ever mElt in battle.

ary, 1863, was one of the most fiercely contested I had the good fortune to command th(' l('ft winlt
and bloody con1licts of the war. The two armies of our =y, and, thanks to the skill and bravery of
tbat met in this conflict were made up of soldiers the officers and men of my eommand, the en('my
who, for the most part, had been disciplined by were not able to drive them from onr lin\t line of
capable inlltructors and hardened by service in battle. On the 31st of Decem~rmy extrE'me l('(t
the field, both having made many long marches, was strongly posted, but my right was in an opE'n
and neither having been strangers to the perils of field back from the stream. Still it was a fairly
the battle-field. Moreover, these armies were ably strong position by reason of the railroad and the
commanded by graduates of the Military Academy railroad cut aud the woods. Thomas's position in
at W('st Point - a military lIChool, I think, not sur· the center was not so strong as mine; of McCook'!!,
passed, if equaled, anywhere else. The duration onourright,Ilmewnothing; thatitwaslesssU'ong
of the battle, and the long list of the killed aud than ours, I presume from the fact that in spit.! of
wounded, show the stuff of which the two armies the most stubborn reslstanoe McCook was driv('n
were composed. I do not think that two better back two miles or more, the whole right of the
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lIol"IIIy hinging on its center, while the left held its
ground. Thomas, with Rousseau's division, in
cluding &brigade of regulars (Lieutenant-Colonel
O. L. t:Jhepherd's), undertook to support McCook,
but theywere all driven along. Every time the right
was driven in I thought (and I now think) that
nothing but &most extraordinary blunder on the
part of a soldier of the experience of Bragg hin
dered him from breaking Rosecrans's army in two
and leaving me standing with my troops looking
at Murfreesboro'. It is a pretty well-established
maxim in military tactics that you should always
press your advantage. Bragg had the advantage;
all that he had to do (it seems to me) was to pur
sue it, Rnd leave me &lone with my success. In
stead of that, he attempted to drive the left; but
he coald not drive us; and meanwhile our right
was reorganized. I did not know on the 31st when
they would come right upon OUI' l'ear. I was fac
ing MurfTeesboro'. My right division undel' Palmer
changed its place somewhat, to conform to our
movements on the right, but that line was main
tained by stubborn fighting. Thomas was then
not far back, and that helped me more. (McCook
was too far away fol' any protection to my Bank.)
&UlISe&U'S men were driven out of the woods, a
regular dense thicket, and Shepherd's regulars suf
fered femuny in thel'e. They moved in by the
head of column. There was no fighting of conse
quence on the 1st of January.

The last attack made by the enemy was upon my
extreme left, on the 2d of January, and it was
disastrous to them. Van Cleve's division, under
Colonel Bamuel Beatty, had crossed the river on the
1st, &nd Grose and Hazen had followed with theil'
brigades on the 2d. The fight opened on Colonel
Beatty's line and lasted about twenty minutes. Be
fore this battle I had been inclined to underrate the
importance of artillery in our war, but I never knew
that arm to render such important service as at
this point. The sound judgment, bravery, and
skill of Major John Mendenhall, who was my chief
of-artillery, enabled me to open 58 guns almost
simultaneously on Breckinridge's men and to turn
& dashing charge into a sudden retreat and rout,
in which the enemy lost 1700 or 1800 men in
a few moments. I witnessed the effect of this
cannonade upon the Confederate advl\nce. Men
denhall's guns wt>re about 100 yards back from
the river. Van Cleve's division of my command
was retiring down the opposite slope, before over
whelming numbers of the enemy, when the guns,
the fire of which had been held till our men should
no longer be exposed to it, opened upon the swarm
ing enemy. The very forest seemed to fall before
our fire, and not a Confederate reached the river. J

, General Brecldnrtdge says In hill report:

"It uow at-pearPll that the J.!ronnd wo bile!. won waa eom·
man,lrd IJy the enemy's lJatte,1e....Ithln el1SY raul!"'. on bet
~r J{TOllUd, UIJC1D tim ut1J~r 8ille of the river. I Ito Dot know
ho.. maDY !!UJI8 he had. He had enough to s ......p the ..lIole
_llIun from the front, the left, an,1 tile rlll'ht. &lid to render
It whuUy untenable by our force presont of artillery ami
Infantry." EDITORS.

;t The enemy WB8 repulsed and sent flying in con
hIldou before the terrific fire of Mendenhall's guns.

VOl. nI. U

Mendenhall did not receive adequate recognition
in the reports of General Rosecrans. ;t

As to our general's plan of battle, I don't remem
ber that I was ever advised of it. The battle was
fought according to the plan of General Bragg.
Indeed, our uniform experience was-at Perry
ville, at Stone's River, at Chickamauga - that
whenever we went to attack Bragg we were
attacked -by him, and so our plan had to be ex
temporized. I knew Bragg. His reputation was
that of a martinet. He was a severe disciplinarian,
a good soldier, and a hard fighter.

During the fight I had the experience of eating a
horse-steak, the only one I ever tasted; it was
simply because although we had supplies there we
couldn't get at them. I had to go to sleep with
out my wagon, and as I said something about being
hungry, one of the men said: "General, I will
get you a first-rate bee!steak." Next moming I
found that the steak hl\d been cut from a horse
that had been killed. I didn't know this at the
time I ate it.

On the night of the 31st a wagon-train arrived
from Nashville escorted by a thousand men, and
these men, I learned, were sent back. I won't
say whom they were under, but I know I felt and
thought it was unwise that a thousand men who
hadn't been in the fight at all should be sent away.
All the wagons in the world wouldn't have made
me send back a thousand fresh men. They could
have staid there and el\ten horse for a while nntil
they had won the fight.

I regard Rosecrans as of the first order of mili
tary mind. He was both brave and generous,
impnlsively so; in fact, in his impulsiveness lay
a military defect, which was to issue too many or
ders while his men were fighting. When I met him
on the field on the 31st I saw the stains of blood
on his breast, llnd exclaimed: ".A:te you wounded,
General'" "Oh, no," said he, "that is the blood
of poor Garesch6, who has just been killed." ~

After the fight on the night of the 31st a num
ber of general officers were assembled by Rose
crans's order, including McCook, Thomas, Stanley,
and myself. There was some talk of falling back.
I do not remember who started the subject,
but I do remembel' that I expressed the opinion
that my men would be very much discouraged
to have to abandon the field after their good
1Ight of the day, during which they had uniformly
bId their position. I spoke of the proposition
as resembling the suggestion of General Wool
to General Taylor at Buena Vista, when Tay
lor responded: "My wounded are behind me,
and I will never pass them alive." Rosecrans
called McCook to accompany him on a ride,

The pursuit WB8 made by Negley's men and Merton's
Pioneer Corps, with portions of my command under
Croft, Hazen, and Grolle. and a l'art of General Jelfer
son C. Davis's command.- T. L. C.

~ Lieutenant-Colonel .Jullus P. GarescM, B88ll1tant
a!Uutaut-general, U. 8. A., and since November 13th
chlef-of-stalfof the Army of the Cumberlnnd, was killed
on the afternoon of the 31st of Deoomber, by a shell
Which earned olf hili head after narrowly ml88ing Gen
eral Roseerans.- EDlTOR8.
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directing us to remain until their return. McCook
has since told me that the purpose of this ride was
to find a position beyond Overall's Creek to which
the army might retire. Upon approaching the
creek Rosecrans, perceiving mounted men moving
np and down with torches, said to McCook: "They
have got entirely in our rear and are forming
a line of battle by torchlight." They returned
then to where we were, and Rosecrans told us to

go to our commands and prepare to fi~l or
die. The explanation of the torehell il' .h;
the men were making fires, and the to",il...
were firing-brands being carried from "r'
point to another by cavalrymen. I bacJ ~
ceived an order from General Ro~ran& ~,:

to allow the men to make fire.; but ur.··'
looking out of my quarters I discol"en-d H.'

the flreB were already made from one ('D.l c,j

my line to the other. I sent Ro8ec!rans w," ,I

that as the men were cold and WE're not tof>;'"
disturbed by the enemy, and _ it would tH

all night to put out the fires, we had bt>tH
leave them. The men would have !IUtf~n-J

very much if they had Btaid there all lll>::"
without fire.

The battle was fought for the ~OD ..~

middle Tennessee. We went down to drin t L~

Confederstes out of MurfreElSboro', and .~

drove them out. They went off a few mile.- :<!.I,J
camped again. And we, although we wen; t~~

victors, virtually went into hospital for .u
months before we could mareh altt>r U'f'1:l
again. Whether we would take M~bo.)f'''

or go back to Nashville was doubtful uutL
the last moment. As in most of our battl.....
very meager fruits resulted to either side fl'Olll
such partial victories as were for the m•.,.r
part won. Yet it was a triumph. It 1Ibo.....J
that in the long run the big p1ll"8e and the tiz
battalions-both on our side-m1lllt win; &Dol
it proved that there were no better IIOldi~~

than ours.
The results of the battle were not what we h",j

hoped, and yet there W&8 a general feeling of
elation. One day, after we had gone into)(~
boro', I accompanied Gilneral Roeeerana in a riJ~

about our camp. We had come aerou eome t'f'gi
ment or brigade that was being drilled, and tb~y

raised a shout, and M he rode along he took
off his cap and said: "All rigbt, boys, all ~t:
Bragg's a good dog, but Hold Fast.'8 a ~tt6,

This well expreBBed my feeling as to the ki.ud of
victory we bad won.

MORGAN'S omo RAID.

I N the summer of 1863, tbe Confederate army Morgan set out from BurketlTilJe, on the ~d of
at Tullaboma having been weakened by detach- J oly, with 2460 men and 4 guns, ostensibly to

ments for the defense of Vicksburg, Bragg found execute Bragg's orders, but really bent on ~arry.

himself exposed to the risk of an attack by &ose- iug out his own plan. Although toen th_lld
crans from Murfreesboro' simultaneously with a Federal troops under Generals Hartsu1r and Judah
movement by Burnside from the Ohio to drive were watching the Cumberland at TariOUll points.
Buckner out of Knoxville. Bragg therefore deter- Morgan skillfn1ly effected the diJIlenlt ~It.
mined to fall back to Chattanooga. To cover the overcame Judah's opposition, and rode north. tol,
retreat he ordered Brigadier-General John H. lowed by all the Federal det.ehments within ft'a~b

Morgan with a picked force from his division of On the 4th he attacked the 25th Miehigan. Cc.!.
mounted infantry Jto ride into Kentucky, breaking Orlando H. Moore, in a strong position gaardin(
up the railroad, attacking Rosecrans's detaeh- the bridge over Greeu River, and drew otl ,...jIb

ments, and threatening Louisville. To gain more heavy 1088. On the 5th he defeatE'CI and e&ptnrN
time, Morgan wanted to extend the raid by a the garrison of Lebanon, and theoD marehed, b:r
wide sweep beyond the Ohio, but Bragg would Springfield and Bardstown, to Brandeonburg. Oil

not consent. the Ohio, where he arrived on the morning of tIte

JBrlg.-Gen. B. W. Duke oommanded the F1rBt Brtgade, aud Colonel Adam B. J01uulcm &he 8ecoD4.- Jl:Dft'OIIlL
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9th, and at ODoe began crossing on two captured steamboats. The
passage was disputed by a gun-boat, and by some home-guards
with a field-piece on the Indiana shore, but by midnight the whole
command was in Indiana. Twenty-four hours later General E. H.
Robson followed, leading the advaDce of Judah's forces in pur
suit. Bnt Indiana and Ohio were now in arms, and at every step
their militia had to be eluded or overcome; to do either caused delay.

SCA\.t OF" M I LI:S

10 20 lOotGJO

Turning to the east, Morgan rode through Corydon, Salem,
Vienna, Lexington, Paris, Vernon, Dupont, Sumansvil1e, and
Harrison, Ohio, detaching to burn bridges and confuse the
pursuit, impressing fresh horses, his men pillaging freely.
Under cover of a feint on Hamilton, Ohio, he marched by
night unmolested through the suburbs of Cincinnati, and at
last, after dark on the evening of July 18th, reached the bank
of the Ohio, near Bu1Jlngton Bar and BlennerhaBllett's Island,
where from the first he had planned to escape. Morning
found his pursuers closing in from all directions. Morgan,
with about half his men, eluded the net.. All the rest were
killed or captured. ~ After nearly reaching the West Vir
ginia shore Morgan himself returned, and with the remnant
made for Pennsylvania, hotly pursued, and 1inally surren-

ILU' 01' MOBOU'S omo lUI». dered on the 26th of July, near Beaver Creek, with 364
o1ll.cers and men. ~

Later on Morgan commanded in south-western Virginia. After another disastrous raid into Ken
tucky, he was killed at Greenville, TenneBBee, on the 4th of September, 1864.-EnIT,OR8.

:. Of th_ many were dl'oWDed, but about tbree bun· ~Morgan W&ll confined In the 8tate Pemtentiary at
dred _pad &01'0118 tbe river. Columbua, Obto, nnW November 27th, wben be madebbl

JAbont 120 were ktlled and wounded, and700 captured. ellCape by tunneling.

:MA.NCEUVRING BRAGG OUT OF TENNESSEE.

BY GILBERT C. KNlFFIN, LIEUTENABT-COLONEL, U. 8. V.

THE brief campaign which resulted in forcing
the Confederate army to evacuate their works

at Tullahoma and Shelbyville, Tenn., and retire
behind the Tennessee River, began on the 23d of
June, was prosecuted in the midst of drenching
rains, and terminated July 4th, 1863. Both
umies had occupied the time &iDee the battle of
Stone's River in recruiting their strength and iu
fortifying their respective positions. Murfreesboro'
W&ll Roseerans's secondary base of supplies, while
Tullahoma was Bragg's barrier against Rosecrans's
farther advance toward Chattanooga, the stra-

tegic importance of which, as controlling ConfedeJl
ate railroad communication between the East and
West, had rendered it the objective point of all the
campaigns of the armies of the Ohio and the Cum·
berland.

As the contending armies stood facing each other
on the 20th of June, 1863, General Bragg estima
ted the effective strength of his army at 30,449
infantry, 13,962 cavalry, and 2254 artillery.
Polk and Hardee commanded his two corps of
infantry, and Wheeler and Forrest the cavalry.

Deducting the garrisons of Nashville and point.
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north, and
L-_~:SJIW; J.;.:-_...I the Reserve

Corps, 12,575, to be used in emergency, Rose
crans had at the Bame date .. present for duty,
equipped," 40,746 infs.ntry, 6806 cavalry, and
3065 artillery, for s.n offensive campaign. Rav
ing received full and accurate descriptions of
the fortifications at Tullahoma, where a part of
Polk's corps was intrenched behind formidable
breastworks, protected by an abatis of fallen
trees six hundred yards in width, and at Shel
byville, where Hardee had fortified his position
with eql1&1 engineering skill, General Rosecrans
determined to force the Confederate army out of
its works, and if possible engage it in the open
1Ield, A glance at the map will show Shelbyville
directly south of Murfreesboro', and Tullahoma,
on the line of the Nashville s.nd Chattanooga. rail
road, eighteen miles south-east. The high state
of cultivntion of the country west of Shelbyville,
and the connection of the tOwnR by broad turn
pike roads, would naturally suggest the route of
march for the Union army; moreover, the region to
the east of the railroad consisted of sterile upls.nds
through which winding country roads offered con
tinuous obstacles to the rapid advance of s.n army.
Precisely for this reason Rosecrans chose the latter
route for one of his corps, while the other two
corps were directed against the center of the line
at Tullahoma. Sending his supply traius out on
the Shelbyville road, the cavalry under Stanley
was ordered tu Eagleville, twenty miles west, and
a little south of Murfreesboro', with orders to ad
vance ou Shelbyville on the 24th of June in bold
array, and at night to 1111 the country to their
rear with camp-fires extendinlt from Hardee's left
to the Shelbyville road s.nd beyond, indicating the
presence of a heavy infantry force in his sup-

~ A ranll'e of hills dlvtdinll: the watf'rB of Duck River
from the head-waterR of Btone'" River, about eleven
mllll8 from Murfreesboro' and runnlnlt Dearly eaat and
Wll8t, Is pierced by several gaps. Hoover's Oap, Dearly
north from Wartrace, Uberty, and Ouy"B Oaps, and

port. This ruse had the dt'sired effect, and held
Hardee at Shelbyville, while the real movement
was against his right.

This advance was made by Hoover's Gap J in
front of Tullahoma, s.nd to this end Colonel J. T.
Wilder, in command of his splendid brigsde of
mounted infantry, was ordered to "trot through
the gap," pushing the Confederate pickets before
him, while Thomas was directed to follow as
closely in his rear as possible. Wilder obeyed his
orders literally, paying no attention to the fre
quent stands made by the retiring pickets, hut,
driving them back upon their reserves,-who in
turn fell back upon Stewart's division, post-ed on
the Garrison Fork,- he pushed on to Elk River in
rear of Tullahoma. General Stewart sent Bush
rod Johnson's brigade forward, and a brisk fight
ensued. The head of Thomas's column was lIiI
miles in the rear, but Wilder's plucky regi
ments used their Spencer rifles to such good
purpose as to hold their ground until Reynolds's
division secured possession of the bridge, when
Stewart, finding that the movement was really
an advance in force, that the Gap he was postof'd
to guard was lost, and thAt a heavy infantry eol
umn was croBBing the bridge, fell back upon the
main line.

Thomas was followed closely by McCook with
the Twentieth Corps, Granger with the Reserve
Corps holding the ground in front of Murfreellboro'.
Meantime, Crittenden with the Twenty-first Corpe,
who had seventeen miles to march, over & road
that seemiugly had no bottom, was toiling through
tho mud between Woodbury and Manehester on
his way to his position before Br&ll8's right tlank
and rear. Colonel John F. Miller with his brigade
of Ne~ley'sdivision attacked Liberty Gap, and fell
in a fierce 1Ight there, badly wounded j but the

tbe Railroad Gap were all !"larded by beavy I'lck..tA.
Clehurne's divisIon Wall st.atloDed at Wartrace. and
BteWRrt'8 dlvtaton beld po_Ion of Hoover's Oap aDd
tbe bridge over the Garrf80D fork of Duck Blver five or
sfx mlle8 north of Tullahoma.- EDrroll&
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Gap was held by the brigade until relieved by the
Twentieth Corps, which then passed Thomas and
took the lead on the Manchester road, both corps
camping within two miles of Tullahoma. In front
of Stanley, Guy's Gap, held by a battery supported
by cavalry, was charged, driving the Confederates
towal'd Shelbyville, near which town they made a
stand; bnt Colonel Minty attacked them on the
left with the 4th Regular Cavalry of his brigade,
sabering the gunners and pursuing the remainder
through the town.

Bragg had ordered Hardee to the support of
Polk's threatened left Hank, leaving Shelbyville
with its elaborately planned fortifications to fall
before a cavalry charge after a brief struggle by
the rear-guard.

The unforeseen inclemency of the weather re
tarded Crittenden's adVlUlce to such an extent that,
notwithstanding the continued exertions of both
ofll.ce1'll and men, he was four days in marehing
seventeen miles. Horses and mules, Houndering
in the mnd, were unhitched, and artillery and am
munition wagons dragged through deep morasses
by the infantry. In some places mules perished
in the mud, unable to extricate themselves. But

} The Union 1088 aggregated B4 killed. '13 wonnded,
and 13 captured or ml8lllng = 510. The Confederate 1088
1$ oul.., parttally reported. In Liddell's, Bnllbrod John·

for the heavy rains Crittenden would have joined
McCook and Thomas two days earlier, and the
campaign might have had a different ending.
When he came up, line of battle was formed front
ing the works at Tullahoma, to mask a ftank move
ment through the woods to Elk River Bridge, four
miles in rear of Bragg's position. Between the
lin~s the treacherous soil was filled with quick.
sand, which only needed the soaking of the week's
rain to render it impassable. To advance against
the Confederate works over this ground, through
a dense abatis of tangled tree-tops, in the face of
a storm of grape-sbot and minie-balls, would have
been to doom one-balf the army to destruction.
Finding, when too late, that the advance against
Hardee wall only a feint to cover the real move
ment upon his left and rear, and alive to the pe.r
amount importance of protecting Chattanooga,
General Bragg again faced his army southward,
and crossed the Tennessee River at Bridgeport, the
mouth of Battle Creek, and at Kelley's Ferry. The
advance of the column against Elk River Bridge
arrived in time to witness the crossing of the rear
of BrBIQ(s army, and on the afternoon of the 3d of
July Sheridan's division oceupied Tullahoma.}

son's, and Bate's brigades the caanaltle. amonnted to 00
Idlled, 228 wounded, and 113 mI8Illng =~. The 1088 in
other commands fa not lndtcated.-EDITOIl8.

TJIB OLD "'»BIf BOil HOUSK AT a088VILLB-IIl8l\IOllAaT alDOK ON TBB BIGHT. (UK ILU', P. MS.)
I'BOII A WU-TlIIlI PBOTOGIU1'IL
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CHICKAMAUGA-THE GREAT BATTLE OF THE WEST.J

BY DANIEL H. HILL, LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, C. 8. A..

ON the 13th of July, 1863, while in charge of the defenses of Richmond
and Petersburg and the Department of North Carolina, I received an

unexpected order to go West. I was seated in a yard of a house in the suburbs
of Richmond (the house belonging to Mr. Poe, a relative of the poet), when
President Davis, dressed in a plain suit of gray and attended by a small escort
in brilliant uniform, galloped up and said: "Rosecrans is about to advance
upon Bragg; I have found it necessary to detail Hardee to defend Missis
sippi and Alabama. His corps is without a commander. I wish yon to
command it." "I cannot do that," I replied, "as General Stewart ranks me."
"I can cure that," answered Mr. Davis," by making yon a lieutenant-general
Your papers will be ready to-morrow. When can you start f" "In twenty
four hours," was the reply. Mr. Davis gave his views on the subject, some
directions in regard to matters at Chattanooga, and then left in seemingly
good spirits. ~

JAt the beginning of the Civil War I was asked saw would play an important pa.rt in the war. I
the question, "Who of the Fllderal officers are fought against McClellan from Yorktown to 8harpto
most to be feared'" I replied: "Sherman, Rose- burg (Antietam), I encountered~ at
crans, and McClellan. Sherman has genins and Chickamauga, and I surrendered to Sherman at
daring, aDd is full of resources. Rosecrans has Greensboro', N. C.- each of the three eOIDlDaDding
fine practical sense, and is of a tough, tenacious an arroy.-D. H. B.
fiber. McClellan is a man of talents, and his ~Hie cheerfulness was a mystery to me. Within
delight has always been in the study of military a fortnight the P8IIneylvania campaign had proved
history and the art and science of war." Grant abortive. V~kebUl'g and Port Budaou bad fallen,
was not once thought of. The light of subsequent and FedeJal gun-boats were now plying up and
events thrown upon the careers of these three· down tbe Mieeieeippi, cutting our eomm1U1ieationl
great soldiers has not changed my estimate of ~een the east lUld west. The Confedera.ey wu
them; but I acquiesce in the verdict which has cut in two, and the South could readily be beaten
given ~ater renown to some of their comrades. in detail by the concentration of Federal fOftE'!',
It was my lot to form a more intimate acquaint- first on one side of the Mi88illlrippi and then on the
ance with t·he three Uluetrioue olBcers who I fore- other. The end of our glorious dream eoald Dot

llSlI
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The conditiop. of our railroads even in 1863 was wretched, so bad that my
staff and myself concluded to leave our horses in Virginia and resupply
ourselves in Atlanta. On the 19th of July I reported to General Bragg at
Chattanooga. I had not seen him since I had been the junior lieutenant in
his battery of artillery at Corpus Christi, Texas, in 1845. The other two lieu
tenants were George H. Thomas and John F. Reynolds. We four had been
in the same mess there. Reynolds had been killed at Gettysburg twelve days
before my new assignment. Thomas, the strongest and most pronounced
Southerner of the four, was now Rosecrans's lieutenant. It was a strange
casting of lots that three messmates of Corpus Christi should meet under such
changed circumstances at Chickamauga.

My interview with General Bragg at Chattanooga was not satisfactory. He
was silent and reserved and seemed gloomy and despondent. He had grown
prematurely old since I saw him last, and showed much nervousness. His
relations with his next in command (General Polk) and with some others of
his subordinates were known not to be pleasant. His many retreats, too, had
alienated the rank and file from him, or at least had taken away that enthusiasm
which soldiers feel for the successful general, and which makes them obey his
orders without question, and thus wins for him other successes. The one
thing that a soldier never fails to understand is victory, and the commander
who leads him to victory will be adored by him whether that victory has been
won by skill or by blundering, by the masterly handling of a few troops
against great odds, or by the awkward use of overwhelming numbers. Long
before Stonewall Jackson had risen to the height of his great fame, he had
won the implicit confidence of his troops in all his movements. " Where are
you going f" one inquired of the "foot cavalry" as they were making the
usual stealthy march to the enemy's rear. " We don't know, but old Jack
does," was the laughing answer. This trust was the fruit of past victories,
and it led to other and greater achievements.

I was assigned to Hardee's old corps, consisting of Cleburne's and Stew
art's divisions, and made my headquarters at Tyner's Station, a few miles
east of Chattanooga on the Knoxville railroad. The Federals soon made
their appearance at Bridgeport, Alabama, and I made arrangements to guard
the crossings of the Tennessee north of Chattanooga. ~ On Fast Day,

be far oft'. But I was &8 cheerful at that interview
88 was Mr. D.vis himself. The bitterness of death
had passed with me before our great reverses on
the 4th of July. The Federals had been stunned
by the defeat at Chancellorsville, and probably
would not have made a forward movement for
months. A corps could have been sent to General
Joe Johnston, Graut could have been crushed, and
Vieksburg, "the heart of the Confederacy," eould
have been saved. The drums that beat for the
advance into Pennsylvania seemed to many of ns
to be beating the funeral march of the dead Con
federacy. Our thirty days of mourning were over
before the defeat of Lee and Pemberton. Duty,
however, was to be done faithfnllyand unftinch
ingly to the last. The calmness of our Confeder-

ate President may not have been the calmness of
despair, but it may have risen from the belief,
then very prevalent, that England and France
would recognize the Confederacy at its last ex
tremity, when the Northern and Southern bellig
erents were both exhausted. Should the North
triumph, France could not hope to retain her
hold upon Yexico. Besides, the English aristoc
racy, as is well known, were in full sympathy with
the South.-D. H. H.

~ A regiment was placed at Sivley's Ford, an
other at Blythe's Ferry, farther north, and B. A.
M. Wood's brigade was quartered at Harrison, in
supporting distance of either point. The railroad
npon which Rosecrans depended for his supplies
ran south of Chattanooga, and had he crossed the
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August 21st, while religious services were being held in town, the enemy
appeared on the opposite side of the river and began throwing shells into the
houses.» Rev. B. M. Palmer, D. D., of New Orleans, was in the act of prayer
when a shell came hissing near the church. He went on calmly with his peti
tion to the Great Being" who rules in the armies of heaven and among the
inhabitants of earth," but at its close, the preacher, opening his eyes, noticed
a perceptible diminution of his congregation. Some women and children
were killed and wounded by the shelling. Our pickets and scouts had given
no notice of the approach of the enemy. On Sunday, August 30th, we
learned through a citizen that McCook's corps had crossed at Caperton's
Ferry, some thirty-five miles below Chattanooga, the movement having
begun on the 29th. Thomas's corps was also crossing at or near the same
point.

The want of information at General Bragg's headquarters was in striking
contrast with the minute knowledge General Lee always had of every opera
tion in his front, and I was most painfully impress(.d with the feeling that it
was to be a hap-hazard campaign on our part. \ Rosecrans had effected the
crossing of the river (Thomas's corps) and had occupied Will's Valley, between
Sand and Lookout mountains, without opposition, and had established his

river above the town he would have been sep!U'8ted
many miles from his base and his depot. But he
probably contemplated throwing a column across
the Tennessee to the north of the town to cut off
Buckner at Knoxville from a junction with Bragg,
and inclose him between that column and the
forces of Bnrnside which were preBBing toward
Knoxville.-D. H. H.

Buckner's division was promptly withdrawn
Bouth of the Hi"wassee.-EDIToRS.

} Colonel J. T. Wilder, who led the reconnois
88Ilce, says: "The enemy opened fire upon the com-

mand from their batteries, which was replied to by
Captain Lilly's 18th Indiana battery."- EDITORs..

'My sympathies had all been with Brattg. I
knew of the carping criticisms of his subordi
nates and the cold looks of his soldiers, and knew
that these were the natural results of rever-.
whether the blame lay with the commander or
otherwise. I had felt, too, that this lack of eon
fidence or lack of enthnsiasm, whichever it might
be, was ominous of evil for the impending b&We.
But ignorance of the enemy's movementa I18emed
a still worse portent of calamity.-D. H. H.
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headquarters at Trenton. Lookout Mountain now interposed to screen all
the enemy's movements from our observation. -{:(

On the 7th of September Rosecrans sent McCook to cross Lookout Moun
tain at Winston's Gap, forty-six miles south of Chattanooga, and to occupy
Alpine, east of the mountains. Thomas was ordered to cross the mountain
at Stevens's and Cooper's gaps, some twenty-five miles from Chattanooga,
and to occupy McLemore's Cove on the east, a nalTOW valley between Look
out and Pigeon mountains. Pigeon Mountain is parallel to the former, not
so high and rugged, and does not extend so far north, ending eight miles south
of Chattanooga. Crittenden was left in Will's Valley to watch Chattanooga.

General Bragg had had some inclosed works constructed at Chattanooga,
and the place could have been held by a division against greatly superior
forces. By holding Chattanooga in that way, Crittenden's corps would have
been nentralized, and a union between Rosecrans and Burnside would have
been impossible. Moreover, the town was the objective point of the cam
paign, and to lose it was virtually to lose all east Tennessee south of Knox
ville. If Bragg knew at the time of the prospective help coming to him from
the Army of Northern Virginia, it was of still more importance to hold the
town, that he might be the more readily in communication with Long
street on his arrival. Under similar circumstances General Lee detached
Early's division to hold the heights of Fredericksburg, and neutralized Sedg
wick's corps, while he marched to attack Hooker at Chancellorsville. Bragg,
however, may have felt too weak to spare even one division from his com
mand. Whatever may have been his motive, he completely abandoned the
town by the 8th, and Crittenden took possession of it next day. My corps, J
consisting of Breckinridge's and Cleburne's divisions, had led in the with
drawal, and was halted at Lafayette, twenty-two miles from, and almost
south of, Chattanooga, and east of Pigeon Mountain, which separates it from
McLemore's Cove, into which the columns of ThomM began to pour on the 9th.
I placed Breckinridge in charge of t1e Reserve Artillery and the wagon-train
at Lafayette, while Cleburne was sent to hold the three gaps in Pigeon Moun
tain, Catlett's on the north, Dug in the center, and Blue Bird on the south.
Cleburne pitched his tent by the road leading to the center gap. Notwithstand
ing the occupation of Chattanooga, Rosecrans did not attempt to concentrate
his forces there, but persisted in pushing two of his corps to our left and rear.

.As the failure of Bragg to beat Rosecrans in detail has been the subject
of much criticism, it may be well to look into the causes of the failure. So
far as the commanding general was concerned, the trouble with him was:
first, lack of knowledge of the situation; second, lack of personal supervision
of the execution of his orders. No general ever won a permanent fame wbo was

'* General Bragg bad said petulantly a few days
before the crollsing into Will's Valley: .. It is said to
be easy to defend a mountainous country, but mouu
tains hide your foe from you, while they are full of
gap" through which he can pounce upon you at any
time. A mountain is like the wall of a house full of
rat-holes. The rat lies hidden at his hole, ready to

pop out wben no one is watching. who can tell what
lies hidden behind that wall '" said be, pointing to
the Cumberland range across the river.-D. H. H.

JBreckinridge's division of my corps had come
up from Mississippi and was substituted for
Stewart's, sent to Knoxvilltl to join Buckner.

D. H. H.
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wanting in these grand elements of success, knowledge of his own and his
enemy's condition, and personal superintendence of operations on the field.~

The failure to attack Negley's division in the cove on September 10tb~was
owing to Bragg's ignorance of the condition of the roads, the obstructions at
Dug Gap, and the position of the enemy. He attributed the failure to make
the attack on the same force on the 11th to the major-general [Hindman]
who had it in churge,-wbether justly or unjustly, I do not know.~ All day of
the 11th my signal corps and scouts at Blue Bird Gap reported the march of
a heavy column to our left and up the cove. These reports were forwarded
to the commanding general, but were not credited by him.

On the morning of the 13th I was notified that Polk was to attack Critten
den at Lee and Gordon's Mills, and the Reserve Artillery and baggage trains
were specially intrusted to my corps. Breckinridge guarded the roads leading
south from Lafayette, and Cleburne guarded the gaps in Pigeon Mountain.
The attack was not made at Lee and Gordon's Mills, and this was the second
of the lost opportunities. Bragg in his official report, speaking of this fail
ure, quotes his first order to Polk to attack, dated 6 P. M. September 12th,
Lafayette, Ga.:

"GENERAL: I inclose you a dispatch from General Pegram. This presents you a fine oppor
tunity of striking Crittenden in detail, and I hope you will avail yourself of it at daylight
to-morrow. This division crnshed, and the others are yours. We can then turn again on the
force in the cove. Wheeler's cavalry will move on Wilder so as to cover your right. I shall be
delighted to hear of your succcss."

This order was twice repeated at short intervals, the last dispatch being:
" The enemy is approaching from the south - and it is highly important that your attack in

the morning should be quick and decided. Let no time be lost."

The rest of the story is thus told by General Bragg:
"At 11 P. H. a dispatch was received from the general [Polk] stating that he had taken up

a strong position for defense, and requesting that he should be heavily reenforced. He '\\"as

~ Invidious critics have attributed many of
Stonewall Jackson's successes to lucky blunders,
or at best to happy inspirations at the moment of
striking. Never W&ll there a greater mistake.
He studied carefully (shall I add prayerfully f)
all his own and his adversary's movements. He
knew the situation perfectly, the geography and
the topography of the country, the character of
the officers opposed to him, the number and Ill&

terial of his troops. He never joined battle with
out a thorough personal reconnois8&nce of the
field. That duty be trusted to no engineer officer.
When the time came for him to act, be was in the
front to see that his orders were carried out, or
were modified to suit the ever-shifting scenes
of battle.- D. H. H.

~ Thomas's corps, after crosBing at Bridgeport,
Shell Mound, and Caperton's Ferry, arrived, Bep
tember 4th, near Trenton, in Will's VallElY (east
of Sand MountAin). On the 6th Negley'sdivision,
with Baird's snpporting, reached Johnson's Crook,
and on the 10th crossed Missionary Ridge into

McLemore's Cove. On the 11th Negley and Baird
retired to Stevens's Gap after feeling the enemy in
front of Dug Gap, in Pigeon Mountain. Me&ll
time Davis's and Jobnson's divisions of McCook's
corps crossing the Tennessee at Caperton's Ferry
passed over Sand Mountain and seized Winston's
Gap, while Sheridan's division, moving via Tren
ton, was close at hand. On the 10th McCook's
three divisions were at Alpine. Crittenden's
corps by Beptember 4th was aeroBS the TennellllOO
(at Bridgeport, Shell Mound, and Batt,le Creek).
On the 9th Wood's division occupied Chattanooga,
and Palmer and Van Cleve marched to RoSllviUe.
On the lOtb Crittenden, leaving Wagner's bri
gade to occupy Chattanooga, pursued the enemy
toward Dalton and Ringgold. Wood. reaehed Lee
and Gordon's Mills on the 11th, and CrittEtnden
was now ordered to close up his whole force on
Wood.-EDITOR8.

} The Comte de Paris states that Braa sent word
to Hindman, at 11 A. JI. September 11th, to retire
if he deemed it not prudent to attack.- EDrroBL
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promptly ordered not
to defer his attack,
his foree being al
ready numericallysu
perior to the enemy,
- and woo reminded

that his success de- ~'-d~~~
pended upon the (-
promptness and ra
pidity of his move
ments. He was fur
ther informed that
Buckner's corps
would be moved
within supporting
distance the next
morning. Early on
the 13th I proceeded
to the front, ahead of Buokn r
command, to find that no ndvanc
had been made upon th n my a.nd
that his forees [the en my ] had
formed a junction and r C1'O d the
Chickamauga. Again disappointen,
immediate measures w r tak n 0

place our traina and limited uppli
in safe positions, when 11 our f l' S W r c DC ntrnt d aloD th hick
amauga threatening the en my in front."

During the active operations of a campaign the post of
the commander-in-chief should be in the center of his march-
ing columns, that he may be able to give prompt and efficient aid to which
ever wing may be threatened. But whenever a great battle is to be fought,
the commander must be on the field to see that his orders are executed and
to take advantage of the ever-changing phases of the conflict. Jackson
leading a cavalry fight by night near Front Royal in the pursuit of Banks,
Jackson at the head of the column following McClellan in the retreat from
Richmond to Malvern Hill, presents a contrast to Bragg sending, from a
distance of ten miles, four consecutive orders for an attack at daylight,
which he was never to witness.

Surely in the annals of warfare there is no parallel to the coolness and
nonchalance with which General Crittenden marched and counter-marched
for a week with a delightful unconsciousness that he was in the presence of
a force of superior strength. On the 11th we find him with two divisions
(Van Cleve's and Palmer's) at Ringgold, twenty miles from Chattanooga,
and with his third (Thomas J. Wood's), ten miles from Ringgold, at Lee and
Gordon's Mills, where it remained alone and unsupported, until late in the
day of the 12th. Crittenden was at the mills with his whole corps on the
13th and morning of the 14th, moving back to Missionary Ridge during
the 14th all his divisions except Wood's, which remained all that day.
Crittenden seemed to think that so long as the bridge there was held,
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there was no danger of the rebels passing to his rear on the road toward
Chattanooga, though there were other bridges and several good fords over
the Chickamauga at other points. It was to the isolation of Wood that
Bragg refers in his order dated Lafayette, 6 P. M., on the 12th. Captain Polk
(in the Southern Historical Society papers) says:

"General Bragg, in his official report of the battle of Chickamauga, charges General Polk
with the failure to crush Crittenden·s forces in their isolated position at Ringgold. It will be
noted, however, that General Polk was ordered to take position at a particular spot,- Rock
Spring,-thence, if not attacked, to advance by daylight of the 13th of September, and &8811Dle
the offensive against the opposing forces, which were expected from the way of Ringgold.
But Crittenden was at Gordon's Mills behind the Chickamauga on the evening of the 12th.
The order was simply impracticable."

The concentration at Rock Spring, seven miles south-west from Ringgold
and four and a half miles south-east from Lee and Gordon's Mills, was appar
ently to interpose between Crittenden's columns, and to strike in detail which
ever should present itself. But General Crittenden, unaware, apparently,
of his danger, crossed the Chickamauga at the mills, and united with Wood
about nightfall on the 12th. General Polk discovered that there was a large
force in front of him on the night of the 12th, and not a single division, and
hence he thought only of a defensive attitude. It is probable that, from
his long experience of Bragg's ignorance of the situation, he was skeptical in
regard to the accuracy of the general's information on the present occasion.
Bragg certainly did not know of the union of Crittenden's forces in the
afternoon and night of the 12th. But, even with that knowledge, he would
have acted wisely in falling upon the combined forces on the 13th and 14th.
[See letter from Captain Polk, p. 662.]

The truth is, General Bragg was bewildered by "the popping out of the
rats from so many holes." The wide dispersion of the Federal forces, and
their confrontal of him at so many points, perplexed him, instead of being a
source of congratulation that such grand opportunities were offered for crush
ing them one by one. He seems to have had no well-organized system of inde
pendent scouts, such as Lee had, and such as proved of inestimable service
to the Germans in the Franco-Prussian war. For information in regard to
the enemy, apparently he trusted alone to his very efficient cavalry. But the
Federal cavalry moved with infantry supports, which could not be brushed.
aside by our cavalry. So General Bragg only learned that he was encircled
by foes, without knowing who they were, what was their strength, and what
were their plans. His enemy had a great advantage over him in this respect.
The negroes knew the country well, and by dividing the numbers given by
them by three, trustworthy information could be obtained. The waning for
tunes of the Confederacy were developing a vast amount of "latent unionism"
in the breasts of the original secessionists - those fiery zealots who in '61
proclaimed that "one Southerner could whip three Yankees." The negroes
and the fire-eaters with" changed hearts" were now most exC'cllent spies.

The 13th of September was a day of great anxiety to me at Lafayette, in
charge of the Reserve Artillery and the wagons trains, with only two weak
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divisions, less than nine thousand strong, to protect them. During the 11th
and 12th my signal corps on Pigeon Mountain had been constantly reporting
the march of a heavy column to our left and rear. These reports were com
municated by me to the commanding general, and were discredited by him.
At 8 A. M. on the 13th Lieutenant Baylor came to my camp with a note from
General Wharton, of the cavalry, vouching for the lieutenant's entire trust
worthiness. Lieutenant Baylor told me that McCook had encamped the
night before at Alpine, twenty miles from Lafayette, toward which his march
was directed. Our cavalry pickets had been driven in on the Alpine road the
afternoon before, and had been replaced by infantry. Soon after the report
by Lieutenant Baylor, a brisk fire opened upon the Alpine road, two miles
from Lafayette. I said to my staff, as we galloped toward the firing, "It is
to be South Mountain over again." This referred to the defense, on the 14th
of September, 1862, of the passes of that mountain by my gallant division,
reduced by fighting and marching to five thousand men. We learned, on
reaching the Alpine road, that General Daniel Adams's skirmishers had been
attacked by two regiments of cavalry, which were repulsed. General Adams
said to me, "The boldness of the cavalry advance convinces me that an
infantry column is not far off." Lucius Polk's brigade was brought down
from Pigeon Mountain, and every disposition was made to celebrate appro
priately the next day - the anniversary of South Mountain. But that was
not to be. General McCook (Federal) had been ordered to Summerville,
eleven miles south of Lafayette on the main road to Rome, Ga. But he had
become cautious after hearing that Bragg was not making the hot and hasty
retreat that Rosecrans had supposed. He therefore ordered his wagon-train
back to the top of Lookout Mountain, and remained all day of the 13th at
Alpine. His cavalry bad taken some prisoners from General Adams, and he
thus learned certainly that Bragg had been reenforced.· At midnight on the
13th McCook received the order to hurry back to join Thomas [in McLe
more's Cove]. Then began the race of life and death, the crossing back over
Lookout Mountain, the rapid exhausting march north through Lookout
Valley, and the junction at last at Stevens's Gap on the 17th. The contem
porary accounts represent McCook's march as one of fatigue and suffering.

General Bragg returned to Lafayette on the afternoon of the 13th, and I
communicated to him verbally that night the report of Lieutenant Baylor.
He replied excitedly, "Lieutenant Baylor lies. There is not an infantry
soldier of the enemy south of us." The next morning he called his four corps
commanders, Polk, Buckner, W. H. T. Walker, and myself, together, and told
us that McCook was at Alpine, Crittenden at Lee and Gordon's Mills, and
Thomas in McLemore's Cove. McCook was at that very time making that
famous march, estimated by Rosecrans at fifty-seven miles, to join Thomas
at Stevens's Gap. But the Confederate commander did not know of tbis with
drawal, and possibly the fear of an attack in his rear by McCook kept him
from falling upon Thomas and Crittenden in his front. The nightmare upon
Bragg for the next three days was due, doubtless, to his uncertainty about
the movements of his enemy, and to the certainty that there was not that
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LEE AlfD GORDON'S MILLS ON THE CJIICJLUUUGA. FROIl A WAR·TIIlE PBOTOOUPH.

mutual confidence between him and some of his subordinates that there
ought to be between a chief and his officers to insure victory. Bragg's want
of definite and precise infoflllation had led him more than once to issue
"impossible" orders, and therefore those intrusted with their execution got
in the way of disregarding them. Another more serious trouble with him
was the disposition to find a scapegoat for every failure and disaster. This
made his officers cautious about striking a blow when an opportunity pre
sented itself, unless they were protected by a positive order. \

In reference to the long intervals between battles in the West, I once said
to General Patton Anderson, "When two armies confront each other in the
East, they get to work very soon; but here you look at one another for days
and weeks at a time." He replied with a laugh, "Oh, we out here have to
crow and peck straws awhile before we use our spurs." The crowing and
pecking straws were now about over. On the 13th Rosecrans awoke from
his delusion that Bragg was making a disorderly retreat, a.nd issued his
orders for the concentration of his army in McLemore's Cove. Granger's
corps came up from Bridgeport, occupied Rossville on the 14th, and remained
there until the battle of the 20th. Rossville is at the gap in Missionary
Ridge through which runs the road from Chattanooga to Lafayette and
Rome, Ga. General Rosecrans had felt it to be of vital importance to hold
this gap at all hazards, in case of a disaster to his arms. On the 16th ROB&
crans had his forces well in hand, extending from Lee and Gordon's Mills to

\ General Lee sought for no vlcarloWl victim to repulse of the a88ault upon Cemetery Ridge at
atone for his OJI(I disaster. "I alone am to blame; Gettysburg. Lee and Bragg were e&Bt in dUrerent
the order for attack was mine," said he, after the molds. - D. H. H.
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Stevens's Gap, in a line running from east to south-west some eleven miles
long. On the same day Bragg, with headquarters still at Lafayette, held the
gaps in Pigeon Mountain, and the fords to Lee and Gordon's Mills. Each
commander was in position, on the 17th, to turn the left flank of his adver
sary,-Bragg by crossing the Chickamauga at points north of Lee and Gor
don's Mills; but by this he risked fighting with his back to the river,- a
hazardous situation in case of defeat. He risked too, to some extent, his
trains, which had yet to be moved toward Ringgold and Dalton. His gain,
in case of a decided victory, would be the cutting off of Rosecrans from Chat
tanooga, and possibly the recapture of that place. Rosecrans could have
flanked Bragg by crossing at the Mills and at the fords between that place
and Catlett's. This would have cut off Bragg from Rome certainly, and from
Dalton in case of his advance upon Chattanooga, or else would have com
pelled him to come out and fight upon ground selected by his antagonist.
The risk to Rosecrans was an insecure line of retreat in case of defeat, and
possibly the loss of Chattanooga. But he had Granger's corps to hold the fortifi
cations of Chattanooga, and he held also the gaps in Lookout Mountain. Bragg
showed superior boldness by taking the initiative. Rosecrans determined to act
upon the defensive. He says that he knew on the 17th that Bragg would try
to seize the Dry Valley and Rossville roads-the first on the west and the
second on the east of Missionary Ridge. He thus divined the plan of his
enemy twelve hours before Bragg's order was issued. Therefore Rosecrans,
on the afternoon of the 17th, ordered McCook to take the place of Thomas at
Pond Spring, Thomas to relieve the two divisions of Crittenden at Crawfish
Springs, and Crittenden to take these divisions and extend them to the left
of Wood at Lee and Gordon's, so as to protect the road to Chattanooga.
McCook's corps reached its position at dark, Crittenden's near midnight.
Thomas marched all night uninterruptedly, and the head of his columns
reached the Widow Glenn's (Rosecrans's headquarters) at daylight on the 19th.

On the 18th Bragg issued, from Leet's tan-yard, his order for battle:

"1. [Bushrod) Johnson's column (Hood's), on crossing at or near Reed's Bridge, will turn to the
left by the most practicable route, and sweep up the Chickamauga toward Lee and Gordon's Mills.

"2. Walker, crossing at Alexander's Bridge, will unite in this move and push vigorously on
the enemy's flank and rear in the same direction.

"3. Buckner, crossing at Tedford's Ford, will join in the movement to the left, and press the
enemy up the stream from Polk's front at Lee and Gordon's.

"4. Polk will preM his forces to the front of Lee and Gordon's Mills, and if met by too much
resistance to CroM will bear to the right and CroM at Dalton's Ford or at Tedford's, as may be
necessary, and join the attack wherever the enemy may be.

"5. Hill will cover our left flank from an advance of the enemy from the cove, and, by press
ing the cavalry in his front, ascertain if the enemy is reenforcing at Lee and Gordon's Mills, in
which event he will attack them in flank.

"6. Wheeler's cavalry will hold the gaps in Pigeon Mountain, and cover our rear and left,
and bring up stragglers.

"7. All teams, etc., not with troops should go toward Ringgold and Dalton beyond Taylor's
Ridge. All cooking should be done at the trains; rations when cooked will be forwarded to
the troops.

"8. The above movement will be executed with the utmost promptness, vigor, and persistence."
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Had this order been issued on any of the four preceding days, it would have
found Rosecrans wholly unprepared for it, with but a single infantry division
(Wood's) guarding the crossings of the Chickamauga, and that at one point
only, Lee and Gordon's - the fords north of it being watched by cavalry.
Even if the order had been given twenty-four hours earlier, it must have been
fatal to Rosecrans in the then huddled and confused grouping of his forces.

All that was effected on the 18th was the sending over of Walker's small
corps of a little more than 5000 men near Alexander's Bridge, and Bushrod
Johnson's division of 3600 men at Reed's Bridge, farther north. These troops
drove off Wilder's mounted infantry from the crossings immediately south
of them, so as to leave undisputed passage for Bragg's infantry, except in the
neighborhood of Lee and Gordon's. On the night of the 18th Bragg's troops
were substantially as follows: Hill's corps on the extreme left, with center at
Glass's Mill; Polk's at Lee and Gordon's; Buckner's at Byram's Ford; Hood's
at Tedford's Ford. ok During the night Cheatham's division of Polk's corps
was detached, moved down the Chickamauga, and crossed at Hunt's Ford
about 7 A. M. on the 19th. On that morning the Federal line of battle
ran, in the main, parallel to the Chattanooga road from Lee and Gordon's to
beyond Kelly's farm, and consisted of the divisions of Wood, Van Cleve, and
Palmer of Crittenden's corps, and Baird's and Brannan's of Thomas's corps,
in the order named from right to left. Negley and Reynolds, commanders
under Thomas, had not come up at the opening of the battle of the 19th.
The leading division (R. W. Johnson's) of McCook's corps reached Crawfish
Springs at an early hour that day, and the divisions of Davis and Sheridan
soon followed. It is about five miles from Crawfish Springs to Kelly'S farm.

Soon after getting into position at Kelly's after his night march, General
Thomas was told by Colonel Daniel McCook, commanding a brigade of the
Reserve Corps, that there were no rebel troops west of the Chickamauga,
except one brigade that had crossed at Reed's Bridge the afternoon before,
and which could easily be captured, as he (McCook) had burned the bridge
behind the rebels. Thomas ordered Brannan to take two brigades and make
a reconnoissance on the road to Reed's Bridge, and place a third brigade on
the road to Alexander's Bridge. This order took the initiative away from
Bragg, and put it in the hands of Thomas with his two divisions in line to
crush the small Confederate force west of the river, and then with his supports,
as they came, beat, in detail, the Confederate supports, delayed, as they must
be, by the crossings and the distances to march. Croxton's brigade, of Bran
nan's division, met Forrest's cavalry on the Reed's Bridge road, and drove it
back on the infantry- two small brigades under Ector and Wilson. These
advanced with the" rebel yell," pushed Croxton back, and ran over his bat
tery, but were in turn beaten back by Brannan's and Baird's forces. Baird
now began the readjustment of his lines, and during the confusion of the
movement Liddell's (Confederate) division, two thousand strong, struck the
brigades of Scribner and King, and drove them in disorder, capturing Loom
is's battery, commanded by Lieutenant Van Pelt. Bush's Indiana battery was

*Hood's division, about 5000, was the only part of LongstTeet'scorps in the action of the 19th.-D. H. H.
VOL. III.•2
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cap ur d at th am tim.
f a had b m a ani, and
and Brannan' m 11 w r g ing li
mell to the rear, when the victorious
Liddell found himself in the pres-
ence of a long line of Federal troops

overlapping both flanks of his little force. These were the troops of Bran
nan's reorg~nized division on his right, and of the freshly arrived division
of R. W. J obnson from McCook. Liddell extricated himself skillfully, losing
heavily, however, and being compelled to abandon his captured guns. It
was by Rosecrans's own order, at 10: 15 A. M., that R. W. Johnson had been
hurried forward five miles from Crawfish Springs, just in time to save the
Federal left from a grave disaster. At 11 A. M. Bragg ordered Cheatham to
the relief of Liddell, but he reached the ground after Johnson-too late to
drive Brannan as well as Baird off the field. Cheatham's veteran division
of seven thousand men advanced gallantly, drhing the enemy before it,
when it was in its turn hurled back by an attacking column which Thomas
had organized after the defeat of Liddell and the arrival of two fresh di
visions, viz., Palmer's of Crittenden's corps and Reynolds of his own corps.

Unfortunately for the Confederates, there was no general advance, as there
might have been along the whole line-an advance that must have given a
more decisive victory on the 19th than was gained on the 20th. It was desul
tory fighting from right to left, without concert, and at inopportune times.
It was the sparring of the amateur boxer, and not the crushing blows of the
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trained. pugilist. From daylight on the 19th until after midday, there was a
gap of two miles between Crittenden and Thomas, into which the Confederates
could have poured, turning to right or left, and attacking in flank whichever
commander was least prepared for the assault. As Cheatham was falling back,
A. P. Stewart's division of Buckner's corps, 3400 strong, attacked Palmer's
division of Crittenden's corps, which was flanking Cheatham, drove it back, .
and marching forward met Van Cleve's division of the same corps hastening
to the assistance of Thomas, and hurled it back also. Hood, with his own
division and Bushrod Johnson's, moved at 2: 30 P. M., and gained for a time a
most brilliant success, crushing the right center of the Federal army, capturing
artillery, and seizing the Chattanooga road. The three Confederate divisions,
after their first triumphs, had to encounter the four fresh divisions of Wood,
Davis, Sheridan, and Negley, and were in turn driven back to the east of the
road.

Stewart had recaptured the battery lost by Cheatham's division, twelve
pieces of Federal artillery, over two hundred prisoners, and several hundred.
rifles. Hood and Bushrod Johnson had met with a similar success at first,
but, of course, three divisions could not stand the combined attack of six.

On our extreme left a good deal of demonstrating had been done by the
Federals on the 17th and 18th; infantry had been crossed over at Owen's
Ford, and threats made at Glass's Mill. On the 19th I ordered an attack at
the latter place. Slocomb's battery had a bloody artillery duel with one on
the west of the river, and, under cover of the artillery fire, Helm's brigade of
Breckinridge's division was crossed over, and attacked Negley's infantry and
drove it off. Riding over the ground with Breckinridge, I counted eleven
dead hones at the Federal battery, and a number of dead infantrymen that
had not been removed. The clouds of dust rolling down the valley revealed.
the precipitate retirement of the foe, not on account of our pressure upon
him, but on account of the urgency of the order to hurry to their left. This
was the time to have relieved the strain upon our right by attacking the
Federal right at Lee and Gordon's. My veteran corps, under its heroic
division commanders, Breckinridge and Cleburne, would have flanked. the
enemy out of his fortifications at this point, and would by their brilliant
onset have confounded Rosecrans in his purpose of massing npon his left;
but Bragg had other plans. J

At 3 P. M. I received an order to report to the commander-in-chief at Ted
ford's Ford, to set Cleburne's division in motion to the same point, and to
relieve Hindman at Gordon's with Breckinridge's division. Cleburne had six
miles to march over a road much obstructed with wagons, artillery, and
details of soldiers. He got into position on the extreme right after sun
down. Thomas had, in the meanwhile, moved Brannan from his left to his
right, and was retiring Baird and R. W. Johnson to a better position, when

IThe great commander is he who makes hiB &8BUmeS that he is superior to his enemy, either
etagonist keep step with him. Thom&8, like the in numbers or in cOur&fte, and therefore cames
grand soldier he W&8, by attacking first, made Bragg with him to the &8I8u1t all the moral advantage of
keep step with him. He who begins the attack his &8Iumed 8UperiOrity.- D. H. H.
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Cleburne, with Cheatham upon his left, moved upon them" in the gloaming"
in magnificent style, capturing three pieces of artillery, a number of caissons,
two stand of colors, and three hundred prisoners. The contest was obsti
nate, for a time, on our left, where log breastworks were encountered; and
here that fine soldier, Brigadier-General Preston Smith, of Cheatham's divi
sion, lost his life. Discovering that our right extended beyond the enemy, I
threw two batteries in advance of our fighting line and almost abreast of
that of the enemy. These caused a hasty abandonment of the breastworks
and a falling back of some half a mile. This ended the contest for the day.

General Rosecrans made a very natural mistake about our overwhelming
numbers. But it 'was a big mistake. The South, from patriotic pride, still
kept up its old military organizations, for how could it merge together divi
sions and brigades around which clustered such glorious memories T But the
waste of war had reduced them to mere skeleton divisions and brigades. My
corps at Chickamauga was but little more than one-third of the size of my
division at Yorktown, and so it was through the whole Southern army. Cap
tain W. M. Polk, from data furnished him by General Marcus J. Wright, has
given an estimate of the numbers in the respective corps and divisions of the
two armies; he concludes that the Federals had 45,855 and the Confederates
33,897 in the battle of the 19th.

I witnessed some of the heaviest fighting on the afternoon of the 19th, and
never saw so little straggling from the field. I saw but one deserter from
Hood's ranks, and not one from Cleburne's. The divisions of Hindman,
Breckinridge, and Preston had not been put into the fight, and two brigades
of McLaws's (Kershaw's and Humphreys's) were expected next day. Rose
crans had put in all but two of his brigades. The outlook seemed hopeful
for the Confederates. Longstreet arrived at 11 P. M. on the 19th.t

Soon after, General Bragg called together some of his officers and ven
tured upon that hazardous experiment, a change of organization in face of
the enemy. He divided his army into two wings; he gave to Polk the right
wing, consisting of the corps of Hill and Walker, and the division of Cheat
ham,-comprising in all 18,794 infantry and artillery, with 3500 cavalry
under Forrest; to Longstreet he gave the left wing, consisting of the corps
of Buckner and Hood, and the division of Hindman,- 22,849 infantry and
artillery, with 4000 cavalry under Wheeler. That night Bragg announced his
purpose of adhering to his plan of the 19th for the 20th, viz., successive
attacks from right to left, and he gave his wing commanders orders to begin
at daylight. I left Cleburne, after his fight, at 11 P. M., and rode with Cap
tains Coleman and Reid five miles to Tedford's Ford, where the orders for tht:'

~While lying on the Rapidan in August, after must beat those people." (Lee always eallE'd the
that disastrous day at Gettysburg, Longstreet had Federals "those people.") Longstreet said, .. Gen
suggested to General Lee the rellnforcing of Bragg. eral, if you will give your orders that the enemy.
The general went to Richmond, and after a time when beaten, shall be destroyed, I will promise to
got the consent of the Confederate authorities to give you victory, if I live j but I would not give the
send Longstreet, without artillery or cavalry, with life of a single soldier of mine for a barren vico
the much reduced divisions of McLaws and Hood. tory." Lee replied, "The order haa been given and
Lee followed Longstreet to his horse to see him will be repeated."-D. H. H. [Bee p. 676 for
off, and as he was mounting said, "General, you strength of Longstreet's force.]
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day announced that Bragg's headquarters would be, that I might get instruc
tions for the next day. On the way I learned from some soldiers that Breckin
ridge was coming up from Lee and Gordon's.' I sent Captain Reid to him to
cond~cthim to Cleburne's right. General Polk, however, as wing commander,
gave General Breckinridge permission to rest his weary men, and took him
to his own headquarters. It was after 2 o'clock when General Breckinridge
moved off under the guidance of Captain Reid, and his division did not get
into position until after sunrise. Captain Coleman and myself reached the
ford after midnight, only to learn that Bragg was not there. Some time after
the unsuccessful search, my other staff-officers came up, and my chief-of-staff
gave me a message from General Polk that my corps had been put under his
command, and that he wished to see me at Alexander's Bridge. He said not
a word to any of them about an attack at daylight, nor did he to General
Breckinridge, who occupied the same room with him that night. I have by
me written statements from General Breckinridge and the whole of my staff
to that effect. General Polk had issued an order for an attack at daylight,
and had sent a courier with a copy, but he had failed to find me. I saw the
order for the first time nineteen years afterward in Captain Polk's letter to
the Southern Historical Society. At 3 A. M. on the 20th I went to Alexan
der's Bridge, but not finding the courier who was to be posted there to conduct
me to General Polk, I sent Lieutenant Morrison, aide-de-camp, to hunt him
up and tell him I could be found on the line of battle, which I reached just
after daylight, before Breckinridge had got into position. Neither of my
division commanders had heard anything of the early attack, and cooked
rations were being distributed to our men, many of whom had not eaten any
thing for twenty-four hours. At 7 : 25 an order was shown me from General
Polk, directed to my major-generals, to begin the attack. I sent a note to
him that I was adjusting my line, and that my men were getting their rations.
Polk soon after came up, and assented to the delay. Still nothing was said
of the daylight attack. Bragg rode up at 8 A. M. and inquired of me why I
had not begun the attack at daylight. I told him that I was hearing then for
the first time that such an order had been issued and had not known whether
we were to be the assailants or the assailed. He said angrily, "I found Polk
after sunrise sitting down reading a newspaper at Alexander's Bridge, two
miles from the line of battle, where he ought to have been fighting."

However, the essential preparations for battle had not been made up to
this hour and, in fact, could not be made without the presence of the com
mander-in-chief. The position of the enemy had not been reconnoitered, our
line of battle had not been adjusted, and part of it was at right angles with
the rest; there was no cavalry on our flanks, and no order had fixed the
strength or position of the reserves. My corps had been aligned north and
south, to be parallel to the position of the enemy. Cheatham's division was at
right angles to my line, and when adjusted was found to be exactly behind
Stewart's, and had therefore to be taken out after the battle was begun, and
placed in reserve. Kershaw's brigade of Longstreet's corps was also out of
place, and was put in reserve.
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GENEJU.L TBOJUII'II BIVOUAC .u-rBB THE nlUlT DAy'1I BJ.'lTLE.

Rosecrans in person made a careful alignment of his whole line in the
morning, alTanging it 80 as to cover the Rossville (Chattanooga) and the Dry
Valley roads. It began four hundred yards east of the Rossville road, on a
crest which was occupied from left to right by Baird's division (Thomas's
corps), R. W. Johnson's division (McCook's), Palmer's division (Crittenden's),
and Reynolds's division (Thomas's). These four divisions became isolated
during the day, and the interest of the battle centers largely in them. They
lay behind substantial breastworks of logs, ~ in a line running due south and
bending back toward the road at each wing. "Next on the right of Rey
nolds," says a Federal newspaper account, " was Brannan's division of Thom
as's corps, then Negley's of the same corps, its right making a crotchet to the
rear. The line across the Chattanooga road toward Missionary Ridge was
completed by Sheridan's and Davis's divisions of McCook's corps: Wood's
and Van Cleve's divisions of Crittenden's corps were in reserve at a proper
distance." The line from Reynolds extended in a south-westerly direction.
Minty's cavalry covered the left and rear at Missionary Mills; Mitchell's and

~ The ringing of axeII in our front could be heard
all night.-D. H. H.

These breastworks were dellcribed as follows by
William F. G. Shanks, war cOTrellpondent of the
"New York Herald":

.. General Thom.. bad wisely taken the precaution to

make rude worka about breallt-blgb along bla wbole
front, ull1DIf raUB and loge for the puJ'POll8. The 10gB aDd
raUB ran at right anlfles to each other, the 10gB fttoptng
paral1el to the propoaed liDe of battle and Iytnll: upon
the ralIB until the proper height WaR reacbro. The
Bpeooe betwlll!n th_ lop were ftned wltb ralJa. w!Urll
Berved to add to their eecurlty and Btrength. The Bpade
bad not been 1l8lld." EDt'l"OlLlI.
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Wilder's cavalry covered the extreme right. Rosecrans's headquarters were
at Widow Glenn's house.

The Confederate line ran at the outset from north to south, Hill's corps on
the right, next Stewart's division, Hood in reserve, then Bushrod Johnson's,
then Hindman's on the extreme left, Preston's in reserve. After the fight
ing had actually begun, Walker's and Cheatham's divisions and Kershaw's
brigade were taken out and put in reserve. Wheeler's cavalry covered our
left, and Forrest had been sent, at my request, to our right. The Confederates
were confronted with eight Federal divisions protected generally by breast
works. The battle can be described in a few words. The Confederate attack
on the right was mainly unsuccessful because of the breastworks, but was so
gallant and persistent that Thomas called loudly for reenforcements, which
were promptly sent, weakening the Federal right, until finally a gap was left.
rrhis gap Longstreet entered. Discovering, with the true instinct of a soldier,
that he could do more by turning to the right, he disregarded the order to
wheel to the left and wheeled the other way, striking the corps of Crittenden
and McCook in flank, driving them with their commanders and the com
manding general off the field. ~ Thomas, however, still held his ground, and,
though ordered to retreat, strongly refused to do so until nightfall, thus
saving the Federals from a great disaster. Longstreet, then, was the organ
izer of victory on the Confederate side, and Thomas the savior of the army
on the other side.

Longstreet did not advance until noon, nor did he attack the breastworks
on the Federal left (Thomas's position) at all, though Federal writers at the
time snpposed that he did. Those aBsaults were made first by the divisions of
Breckinridge and Cleburne of Hill's corps, and then by the brigades of Gist,
Walthall, Govan, and others sent to their assistance. Stewart began his
brilliant advance at 11 A. M., and before that time Thomas began his appeals
for help.

Breckinridge moved at 9:30 A. M., and Cleburne fifteen minutes later,
according to the order for attack. Forrest dismounted Armstrong's division
of cavalry to keep abreast of Breckinridge, and held Pegram's division in
reserve. Breckinridge's two right brigades, under Adams and Stovall, met
but little opposition, but the left of Helm's brigade encountered the left of
the breastworks, and was badly cut up. The heroic Helm was killed, and
his command repulsed. His brigade, now under the command of that able
officer, Colonel J. H. Lewis, was withdrawn. The simultaneous advance of
Cleburne's troops would have greatly relieved Helm, as he was exposed to a
flank aB well as a direct fire. General Breckinridge suggested, and I cordially
approved the suggestion, that he should wheel his two brigades to the left,
and get in rear of the breastworks. These brigades had reached the Chatta
nooga road, and their skirmishers had pressed past Cloud's house, where

1General Bushrod Johnson was the first to enter began the 1lank movement to the right. General
the gap with his division and, with the coolness Longstreet adopted the plan of his lieutenant, and
and judgment for which he was always distin- made his other troops conform to Bushrod John.
guiBhed, took in the situation at a glance and son's movement.- D. H. H.
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TIlE BDlIt-HOLB !fBA.H WIDOW GLENN'B HOUBH. PBOIl A BECB!lT PBOTOGR..U'H.

there was a Federal field-hospital. The wheeling movement enabled Stovall
to gain a point beyond the retired flank of the breastworks, and Breckin
ridge says in his report, "Adams had advanced still farther, bein~ actually
in rear of his intrenchments. A good supporting line to my division at this
moment would probably have produced decisive results." Federal reenforce
ments had, however, come up. Adams was badly wounded and fell into
the enemy's hands, and the two brigades were hurled back. Beatty's brigade

of Negley's division
had been the first
to come to Baird's
assistance. General
Thomas says:

"Beatty, meeting with
greatly superior numbers,
was compelled to fall back
until relieved by the fire
of several regiments of
Palmer's resen-e, which I
had ordered to the support
of the left, being placed
in position by General
Baird, and which, with the
cooperation of Van Der
veer's brigade \ of Bran
nan's division, and a por
tion of Stanley's brigade
of Negley's division, drove
the enemy entirely from
Baird's left and rear."

ThIB 8lnk-hole contaIned the only water to be had In the central part of the
battle-lleid. Colonel Wllder'8 brigade of mounted Infantry at one time ~ed
the pool after a hard contellt and quenched their thl1'8t. In the water were Here was quite a
lying dead mcn and hol'llell that had been wonnded and had died while drinking. sensation made by

Breckinridge's two thousand men. American troops cannot stand flank and
rear attacks. While Breckinridge was thus alarming Thomas for his left,
Cleburne was having a bloody fight with the forces behind the breastworks.
From want of alignment before the battle, Deshler's brigade had to be taken
out that it might not overlap Stewart. L. E. Polk's brigade soon encountered
the enemy behind his logs, and after an obstinate contest was driven back.
Wood's (Confederate) brigade on the left had almost reached Poe's house (the
burning house) on the Chattanooga road, when he was subjected to a heavy
enfilading and direct fire, and driven back with great loss. Cleburne with
drew his division four hundred yards behind the crest of a hill. The gallant
young brigadier Deshler was killed while executing the movement, and his
brigade then fell into the able hands of Colonel R. Q. Mills. The fierce fight
on our right lasted until 10: 30 A. M. It was an unequal contest of two small
divisions against four full ones behind fortifications. Surely, there were
never nobler leaders than Breckinridge and Cleburne, and surely never were
nobler troops led on a more desperate "forlorn-hope "-against odds in

\ General Adams was captured by Van Derveer's men.- D. H. H.
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numbers and superiority in position and equipment. But their unsurpassed
and unsurpassable valor was not thrown away. Before a single Confederate
soldier had come to their relief, Rosecrans ordered up other troops to the aid
of Thomas, in addition to those already mentioned. At 10:10 A. M. he ordered
McCook to be ready at 10:30; Sheridan's division to support Thomas.

General McCook says that he executed the order and marched the men at
double-quick. This weakening of his right by Rosecrans to support his left
was destined soon to be his ruin. 80 determined had been the assaults of
Breckinridge and Cleburne, that, though repulsed and badly punished, they
were not pursued by the enemy, who did not venture outside of his works.

At 11 A. M. Stewart's division advanced under an immediate order from
Bragg. His three brigades under Brown, Clayton, and Bate advanced with
Wood of Cleburne's division, and, as General Stewart says, "pressed on past
the corn-field in front of the burnt house, two or three hundred yards beyond
the Chattanooga road, driving the enemy within his line of intrenchments.
. . . Here they encountered a fresh artillery fire on front and flank, heavily
supported by infantry, and had to retire."

This was the celebrated attack upon Reynolds and Brannan which led
directly to the Federal disaster. In the meantime our right was preparing
to renew the attack. I proposed to the wing commander, Polk, to make a
second advance, provided fresh troops were sent forward, requesting that the
gap in Breckinridge's left, made by the withdrawal of Helm, should be filled
by another brigade. General J. K. Jackson's was sent for that purpose, but
unfortunately took its position too far in rear to engage the attention of the
enemy in front, and every advance on our right during the remainder of the
day was met with flank and cross fire from that quarter. Gist's brigade
and Liddell's division of Walker's corps reported to me. Gist immediately
attacked with great vigor the log-works which had repulsed Helm so disas
trously, and he in turn was driven back. Liddell might have made as great
an impression by moving on the Chattanooga road as Breckinridge had done,
but his strong brigade (Walthall's) was detached, and he advanced with
Govan's alone, seized the road for the second time that day, and was moving
behind the breastworks, when, a column of the enemy appearing on his flank
and rear, he was compelled to retreat.

This was simultaneous with the advance of Stewart. The heavy pressure
on Thomas caused Rosecrans to support him by sending the divisions of
Negley and Van Cleve and Brannan's reserve brigade. In the course of these
changes, an order to Wood, which Rosecrans claims was misinterpreted, led
to a gap being left into which Longstreet stepped with the eight brigades
(BushrodJohnson's original brigade and McNair's, Gregg's, Kershaw's, Law's,
Humphreys's, Benning's, and Robertson's) which he had arranged in three
lines to constitute his grand column of attack. Davis's two brigades, one of
Van Cleve's, and Sheridan's entire division were caught in front and flank
and driven from the field. Disregarding the order of the day, Longstreet now
gave the order to wheel to the right instead of the left, and thus take in reverse
the strong position of the enemy. Five of McCook's brigades were speedily
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driven off the field. He estimates their loss at forty per cent. Certainly that
flank march was a bloody one. I have never seen the Federal dead lie 80

thickly on the ground, save in front of the sunken wall at Fredericksburg.
But that indomitable Virginia soldier, George H. Thomas,* was there and

was destined to save the Union army from total rout and ruin, by confronting
with invincible pluck the forces of his friend and captain in the Mexican
war. Thomas had ridden to his right to hurry up reenforcements, when he
discovered a line advancing, which he thought at first was the expected succor
from Sheridan, but he soon heard that it was a rebel column marching upon
him. He chose a strong position on a spur of Missionary Ridge, running east

and west, placed upon it Brannan's division
with portions of two brigades of Negley's;
Wood's division (Crittenden's) was placed on
Brannan's left. These troops, with such as
could be rallied from the two broken corps,
were all he had to confront the forces of
Longstreet, until Steedman's division of
Granger's corps came to his relief about 3
P. M. Well and nobly did Thomas and his
gallant troops hold their own against fof's
flushed with past victory and confident of
future success. His new line was nearly at
right angles with the line of log-works on the

ODEIUL w. B. LYTLE, COXHAIIDiIIO THE
PIUT BBIOADJ:, IIHEJlW.u'1I DIVIIlION, west side of the Rossville road, his right be-

IULLBD IIEPTSHBBJl ~, 18l1S. ing an almost impregnable wall-like hill, his
left nearly an inclosed fortification. Our only hope of success was to get in
his rear by moving far to our right, which overlapped the Federal left.

Bushrod Johnson's three brigades in Longstreet's center were the first to
fill the gap left by Wood's withdrawal from the Fedel'8.1 right j but the other
five brigades under Hindman and Kershaw moved promptly into line as
soon as space could be found for them, wheeled to the right, and engaged in
the murderous flank attack. On they rushed, shouting, yelling, running over
batteries, capturing trains, taking prisoners, seizing the headquarters of the
Federal commander, at the Widow Glenn's, until they found themselves fac
ing the new Federal line on Snodgrass Hill. Hindman had advanced a little
later than the center, and had met great and immediate success. The brigades
of Deas and Manigault charged the breastworks at double-quick, rushed over
them, drove Laiboldt's Federal brigade of Sheridan's division off the field
down the Rossville road j then General Patton Anderson's brigade of Hind
man, having come into line, attacked and beat back the forces of Davis,
Sheridan, and Wilder Jill their front, killed the hero and poet General Lytle,

*Bragg had great respellt and a1fection for the
ftrBt lieutenant of his battery. The tones of ten
derness with which he spoke of .. Old Tom" are
still remembered by me.- D. H. H.

I James Burns, 39th Indiana Mounted Infantry,
writes to the editors from Harper, Kan8&8:

.. Wilder's brigade, with Colonel T. J. HarrlllOll'. 311tb
Indiana Monnted Infantry regiment., which waa ordered
to reJl(lrt to Colonel Wilder abont II o'clock A••. of
the ~h of 8eptemller. WM lltattoned on a hUl abont
one-thIrd of a mile In the rear of the line of battle-
the 3Ilth on the left of the brigade. A few mtllutell after
11 o'clock J.. H. the brigade WlIoIl ordered to Hvanee
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took 1100 prisoners, 27 pieces of artillery, commissary and ordnance trains,
etc. Finding no more resistance on his front and left, Hindman wheeled to
the right to assist the forces of the center. The divisions of Stewart, Hood,
Bushrod Johnson, and Hindman came together in front of the new strong
hold of the Federals. [See map, p. 648.]

It was now 2:30 P. M. Longstreet, with his staff, was lunching on sweet
potatoes. A message came just then that the commanding general wished
to see him. He found Bragg in rear of his lines, told him of the steady and
satisfactory progress of the battle, that sixty pieces of artillery had been
reported captured (though probably the number was over-estimated), that
many prisoners and stores had been taken, and that all was going well. He
then asked for additional troops to hold the ground gained, while he pursued
the two broken corps down the Dry. Valley road and cut off the retreat of
Thomas. Bragg replied that there was no more fight in the troops of Polk's
wing, that he could give Longstreet no reenforcements, and that his head
quarters would be at Reed's Bridge. He seems not to have known that
Cheatham's division and part of Liddell's had not been in action that day. t

Some of the severest fighting had yet to be done after 3 P. M. It probably
never happened before for a great battle to be fought to its bloody conclusion
with the commanders of each side away from the field of conflict. But the
Federals were in the hands of the indomitable Thomas, and the Confederates
were under their two heroic wing commanders Longstreet and Polk. In the
lull of the strife I went with a staff-officer to examine the ground on our left.
One of Helm's wounded men had been overlooked, and was lying alone in
the woods, his head partly supported by a tree. He was shockingly injured.!

aet'08lI the valleT where the ammunition traln Wallllta
Uoaed. and up the hill to the IInpport ot Captaln LIlIT'II
1Jat.teJT. and to hold the hill at all huardB untU the
train WII8 got out ot the W8T. 111' oompanT, • A.,' ll9th
IncUaDa, w.. lu advanoe. BDd on l'll8Oblng the brow ot
the hllllll\lor Evanll gave the commandll, •89th Indiana
on left blOO llne'; •Fire at wlll.' Ai a cll8taDce ot
leu than flttT Tania IIIx IIOUd Unell ot gray were COIDlug
wltb their hats down, their baTonets at a charge, and
tbe old famillar rebel Tell Our 1IrIIt volley did not cheok
their advanoe. bnt M volleT after valleT from our
8penoer r1fte11 followed. with IlClarClfl a lleoond'lI luter
millll1on. and mglment after regiment came on lett Into
Une on oar riA'ht, IU1d poured the I16me IlteadT, deadl:r
lire Into their taet-thlnnlng ranke, theT hroke and tied.

.. Colonel Wilder and Colonel HarrIeon rode along onr
1ln8ll, directing that It tbeT charged UII again, no Bllot
mut be fired nntll tbe word at command wae given.
10 a tew moments those Unet! ot graT once more emerged
from the IIhelterlnlr timber on the oppoalte Bide ot tbe
lIeld, and Bteadl1T, all It on p&l'Bde, theT advanced to tbe
charge tlll the llne had reached to the point at whlcb
they broke betore, when tbe command' Fire' Wall RIven,
and agaln they broke and tied lu wild contlllllon. Three
times more did thoae brave men advanoe at a cbarge,
and each time were tbeT burled back. A llentenant at
the I1tbIndianawentdown with a tewmen under cover
of tbe lire ot the brlgude, and bronll'bt In the flag ot an
Alabama regiment. We tben received ordera to move
olf, remount and guard tbe ammunition traln to Chat
tanooga, whicb we did lluece.tullT:'

t General Longstreet wrote to me in July, 1884:
.. It IB mT opInion tbat BrBlrIl' tbonght at 9 P. Il. tbat

the battle WM loat, tbough he did not BaT BO poBltlveIT.

I aIIked him at tbat time to ~nforce me with a tew
troops that bad not been 110 BeverelT enpgod M mine,
and to allow me to go down the Dry Valley road,lIOMto
Interpose behind Tbomae and cnt off biB retreat to Chat
tanooga, at the 8BIIle time ptll'llulng the tnIope that I had
beaten back from my front. HIB reply, M wellael can
remember, wae that he bad no trooJIB exeept III)' own that
had any ftghtlett In them, and that I Mould remaln lu
the poaltlOllln wblcb I tben wae. After telllng me th1ll,
he lett me, BaTing, •General. It au:rtblng happelUl, c0m
municate wltb me at Reed'B Bridge.' In readlnll' Bragg'B
report, I WM lItruck witb biB remark that tbe momlng
after the battle ' be tound the ever-vlll11ant General
Liddell teeUng h1II waT to lind the enemy: IJlBIIIIIocb M
every one In hiB army waB Bnpposed to know on the
nlIl'ht ot the battle tbat we had won a complete victory,
It _med to me qnlte Ind1croua that an oftlcer Bhould be
commended tor h18 vlgllance the next mornlug lu look
Ing for the enemT In biB Immediate presence. I know
that I WM then l8Tlng a plan by wblcb we mlgbt over
baul tbe enemy at Chattanooga or between that polut
and Naehvllle. It did not ooour to me OD the nlIl'ht of
tbe 20th to Bend Bl"aIl'lf word at our complete BnCC8118. I
thought that the loud buzzaa that Bpread over the field
tmt at darll: were a Buftlclent _uranoe and notice to
anT one wltbln five mils ot UII•••• BoaeeranB llpeake
particularly ot hlB apprehenalon that I would move
down tbe Dry ValleT road:' D. H. H.

-l He belonged to Von Zinken's regiment, of
New Orleans, eompolled of French, Germans, and
Irillh. I said to him: .. My poor tellow, yon are
badly hurt. What regiment do yon belong to,"
He replied: " The Fifth Contederit, and a dommed
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Hindman and Bushrod Johnson organized a column of attack upon the front
and rear of the stronghold of Thomas. It consisted of the brigades of De-a.~.

Manigault, Gregg, Patton Anderson, and McNair. Three of the brigade-s,
Johnson says, had each but five hundred men, and the other two were not
strong. Deas was on the north side of the gorge through which the Crawfish
road crosses, Manigault across the gorge and south, on the crest paralle-l to
the Snodgrass Hill, where Thomas was. The other three brigades extend<.o(}

along the crest with their faces north,
while the. first two faced east. Ker
shaw, with his own and Humphrey:-'s
brigade, was on the right of An
derson and was to cooperate in the
movement. It began at 3: 30 P. lI.

A terrific contest ensued. Thp
bayonet was used, and men W(,n'
killed and wounded with clubbe-d
muskets. A little after 4, the e-D
emy was reenforced, and advant·(>{l.
but was repulsed by Anderson and
Kershaw.

General Bushrod Johnson claim,,;
that his men were surely, if slowly.
gaining ground at all points, whieh

GEIlBRAL J. M. RIlAIlNAI'. must have made untenable tht:'
FROJ( ~ PROTOORAPR UKBN IN JUT, 1865. stronghold of Thomas. Relief was.

however, to come to our men, so hotly engaged on the left, by the advanet'
of the right. At 3 P. M. Forrest reported to me that a strong column
was approaching from Rossville, which he was delaying all he could.
From prisoners we soon learned that it was Granger's corps. 'Ve We-fl'
apprehensive that a flank attack, by fresh troops, upon our exhau.st~

and shattered ranks might prove fatal. Major-General Walker st.rongly
advised falling back to the position of Cleburne, but to this I would not
consent, believing that it would invite attack, as we were in full view.}
Cheatham's fine division was sent to myassistallce by the wing commsndf'r.
But Granger, who had gallantly marched without orders to the relief of
Thomas, moved on "to the sound of the firing, attacked with vigor and brokt'

good regiment it is." The answer, though almost
ludicrous, touched me as illustrating the esprit de
rorpa of the soldier - his pride in and his affection
for his command. Colonel Von Zinken told me af
terward that one of his desperately wounded Irish
men cried out to his comrades, .. Charge them, boys;
they have cha-ase (cheese) in their haversacks."
Poor Pat, he has fought courBReously in every land
in quarrels not his own.-D. H. H.

l Major-General Walker clailllJl that he pro
posed to me to make an advance movement with
his whole corps, and complains that his command
waa disintegrated by sending it in by brigades.

General Walker did propose, &8 he 8&'" to fall
back and align upon Cleburne, wben we lOa"

Granger's corps approaching on our ri¢1t, and I
did refuse to permit this, believing that a with
drawal in full view of Granger would invite aD

attack upon our 1hUlk, and this might be fatal to
troops more or less demoralize-d by the bloody
repulse which they had sustained. The proposal
to advance with his whole eorps wu nen'r
heard by me, and was, at best, impoesible. &!!

two of his five brigades had been deta.ehed, th..
one by Polk and the other by myaelf, to fill ga~
in the line.- D. H. H.

Digitized by Google
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our line."\ Rosecrans thus describes the timely help afforded by Granger to
the sorely beset Thomas:

"Arrived in sight, Granger discovered at once the peril and the point of danger - the
gap-and quick &8 thought he directed his advance brigade upon the enemy. General Steed
man, taking a regimental color, led the column. Swift was the charge and terrible the conflict,
but the enemy was broken. A thousand of our brave men killed and wounded paid for its
possession."

Longstreet was determined to send Preston with his division of three bri
gades under Gracie, Trigg, and Kelly, aided by Robertson's brigade of Hood's
division, to carry the heights-the main point of defense. His troops were
of the best material and had been in reserve all day; but brave, fresh, and
strong as they were, it was with them alternate advance and retreat, until
success was assured by a renewal of the fight on the right. At 3:30 P. M.

General Polk sent an order to me to assume command of the attacking forces
on the right and renew the assault. Owing to a delay in the adjustment of
our lines, the advance did not begin until 4 o'clock. The men sprang to their
arms with the utmost alacrity, though they had not heard of Longstreet's
success, and they showed by their cheerfulness that there was plenty of "fight
in them." Cleburne ran forward his batteries, some by hand, to within three
hundred yards of the enemy's breastworks, pushed forward his infantry, and
carried them. General J. K. Jackson, of Cheatham's division, had a bloody
struggle with the fortifications in his front, but had entered them when Cheat
ham with two more of his brigades, Maney's and Wright's, came up. Breck
inridge and Walker met with but little opposition until the Chattanooga road
was passed, when their right W8B unable to overcome the forces covering
the enemy's retreat. As we passed into the woods west of the road, it was
reported to me that a line was advancing at right angles to ours. I rode to
the left to ascertain whether they were foes or friends, and soon recognized
General Buckner. The cheers that went up when the two wings met were
such as I had never heard before, and shall never hear again.

Preston gained the heights a half hour later, capturing 1000 prisoners and
4500 stand of arms. But neither right nor left is entitled to the laurels of a
complete triumph. It was the combined attack which, by weakening the
enthusiasm of the brave warriors who had stood on the defense so long and
so obstinately, won the day.

Thomas had received orders after Granger's arrival to retreat to Rossville,
but, stout soldier as he was, he resolved to hold his ground until nightfall.
An hour more of daylight would have insured his capture. Thomas had
under him all the Federal army, except the six brigades which had been
driven off by the left wing. '*

, According to the official returns the entire loss
during the afternoon in Steedman's two brigades
[including 613 captured or missing] was 1787.
AFederal writer says that of the eight staff-officers
of Brig.-Gen. Whitaker" three were killed, three
wounded, and one killed or captured."- D. H. H.*In regard to the relative strength of the two

armies [see also p. 676], Colonel Archer Anderson
says:

.. From an examination ot the original retllrns in the
War Department, I reckon, In round numbel'l!, the
Federallntantl"y and artillery on the Il.eld at 59,000, and
the Confederate tntantl"y and art1llery at Illi,ooo. The
Federal cavalry, about 10,000 strong, was outnnm
bered by the Confederatel! by 1000 men. Tho speak I,
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Whatever blunders each of us in authority committed before the battles
of the 19th and 20th, and during their progress, the great blunder of all was
that of not pursuing the enemy on the 21st. The day was spent in burying
the dead and gathering up captured stores. Forrest, with his wmal prompt
ness, was early in the saddle, and saw that the retreat was a rout. Disorga
nized masses of men were hurrying to the rear; batteries of artillery .....ere
inextricably mixed with trains of wagons; disorder and confusion pen-aded
the broken ranks struggling to get on. Forrest sent back word to Bragg that
" every hour was worth a thousand men." But the commander-in-ehief did
not know of the victory until the morning of the 21st, and then he did not
order a pursuit. Rosecrans spent the day and the night of the 21st in hurry
ing his tmins out of town. A breathing-space was allowed him; the panic
amonghis troops subsided, and Chattanooga - the objective point of the cam
paign-was held. There was no more splendid fighting in '61, when the
flower of the Southern youth was in the field, than was displayed in those
bloody days of September, '63. But it seems to me that the e7an of the
Southern soldier was never seen after Chickamauga- that brilliant dash
which had distinguished him was gone forever. He was too intelligent not
to know that the cutting in two of Georgia meant death to all his hopes. He
knew that Longstreet's absence was imperiling Lee's safety, and that what had
to be done must be done quickly. The delay in striking was exasperating to
him; the failure to strike after the success was crushing to all his longin~

for an independent South. He fought stoutly to the last, but, after Chick
amauga, with the sullenness of despair and without the enthusiasm of hope.
That" barren victory" sealed the fate of the Southern Confederacy.

the retamL Perhap8 a declaetiOD of IICIIlO men from
&he reported Knmgth of each IU'III3' would IDOre Dearly
I'rprNent the actual atreDgtb of the oomt.tanta. But
In lIII7 _ It ta, I think, eertala that :a.-r- wu
IItroDger In Infantry aDd artillery than Bra«g by at le&llt
48llOme1L"

The Federal elltimate of their 10llll, in captured

or missing, is below the mark by 1000, if thE'
Confederate claim of the eapture of 6500 priIIon
en is eorrect. The Confederates also claim to
have taken 51 pieces of artillery, 15,000 stand of
arm., and a large amount of ordnanee~
eamp-equipage, ete.- D. H. H.

GENERAL POLK AT CHICKAlIAUGA.

BY HIS SON, CAPTAIN' W. x. POLK, 01' HIS STAPP'.

T IlE reason given by General Polk for the delay
in attack on the morning of September 20th,

1863, wu that General Hill's eorps WBIl not ready
for the _uIt. General Polk sent General Hill
an order at midnight to attack at daylight, but
General Hill could not be found (either on his line
of battle or at Tedford's Ford, where his head
quarters were reported to be). Upon learning this
fact General Polk i88Ued an order, dated 5: 30A.. x.,
direct to Hill's division commanden to attack as
soon as they could get into position. This second
order was delivered in the presence of General Hill
byCaptain WhelesslOOD after snnrise, about 6: 15.
To this General Hill replied that his men were get.
ting rations and that he would not be ready t.o
move for an hoUl' or more. General Polk reported
this reply to General Bragg, in a note dated 7 A. x.,'

and stated that the attack would be made .. 800U

as General Hill was ready. This, o(coul'ge, con1l.ietB
with the time given by General Hill for the ~p
tion of the second order, viz., 7: 25 A. x. These
facts are derived from the oflicial statements of
General Polk, Captain Wheless, and of J'ohn H.
Fisher, on file in the War Records ofliee.

As to the whereabouts of General Polk, on the
morning of the 20th: General Polk left his eamp
at Alexander's Bridge, 1200 yards in rea~ of his
line, between dayli,ht and sunrise, and, as is shown
by the statement of General Cheatham ("OIIlcial
Records"), was on the line of battle at 81IDriBe.
where he remained and where he finJt mE't GPn
eral Bragg (Captain Whelell8, "OfIl.eial Reecmb '").
These faets I state from my pertlODal lmowl~.

General Bragg's statement that General Polk
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wall away hom his line of battle at this time was
not derived from his own knowledge, but from a
statement of one of bis stalf-officers, as is shown in
the following extract from an unpublished private
letter from General Bragg, dated Mobile, February
8th, 1873:

.. The lltall'-oftlcer sent to General Polk (Jl(~or Lee, A-
I. G.) to nrge hl8 compUanoe with the orders ot the pre
vious night, reported to me that he tound him at a tarm
hou.&e, three mll611 trom the Une ot his troops, about one
hour after IJ1lIlrlse, sitting on the gallery reading a news
paper. and wa1tiDg &8 he (the general) said, tor his
breaktlUlt. ..

The facts of the records above quoted are suffi
cient answer to this absurd statement. But I can
add further that I saw Major Lee wben he delivered
General Bragg's message to General Polk, at his
(Polk's) camp in tbe woods, at Alexander's Bridge,
1200 yards from his line, before sunrise. General
Polk was then preparing to mount his horse.

I will also add of my own knowledge that General

Polk had ridden from one end of his line to the
other, and had met General Hill and each of the
division commanders before General Bragg came
upon his line of battle. They met on the line
about 7: 45 A. M.

As to the failure to attack on the 13th, the ob
ject of Polk's movement was to intercept Critten
den before he should cross to the west side of the
Chickamauga and unite with other portions of
Rosecrans's army. Polk was told that he would
find Crittenden east of the creek about Pea Vine
Cburch on the Graysville road, and was directed
to attack him there at daylight of the 13th. He
moved as ordered and found no enemy, Crittenden
having crossed to the west of the creek the even
ing before. General Bragg in his report neglects
to take this fact into account, and thus leaves the
impre88ion that Crittenden's escape was due to
Polk's tardiness in moving rather than to his own
tardiness in ordering the movement. It should
have been ordered for the morning of the 12th.

THE CRISIS AT CmCKAMAUGA.J

BY GATES P. THRUSTON, BREVET BRIGADIER-GlI:NERAL, u. S. v.

T HE furious initial attack on the Federal lett,
on the morning of the 20th. although repulsed,

unfortunately led to changes in Rosecrans's army
ma.terially aft'ecting the results of the general con
flict. Thomas, discovering his position turned
and his front a88aulted, hurried messengers to
Rosecrans for a88istance. Two aides, in rapid suc
cession, called for reenforcements. All was still
on the Federal right. The fight was raging with
grand fury on the left.

Rosecrans felt that his apprehensions of the
morning were to be realized. The Confederates
were donbtless massing on his left. They had
reached the much-coveted Chattanooga road.
McCook was at once notified that Thomaa was
heavily pressed, that the left must be held at all
hazards, and that he must be ready to reenforce
Thomas at a moment's warning. Five minutes
later came the order to hurry Sheridan's two bri
trades to the left. Negley's troops, replaced by
Wood, had started. Van Cleve, with two brigades,
WIUI also sent to aid Thomas. McCook was now
left with one of Sheridan's brigades and two of J ef
ferson C. Davis's, all depleted by Saturday's losses.
They were unable to form a connected hont, but
joined Wood on their left. Captain Kellogg, of
Thomaa's staff, hurrying along the line with orders,
unfortunately reported to Rosecrans tbat he had
noticed "Brannan was out of line, and Reynolds's
ri,zht exposed."

Turning to nn aide (Major Frank Bond), Rose
crans directed him to order Wood "to close np on
Reynolds as faat as po88ible and support him." In
fact, Reynolds was not needing belp, and Bran
nan waa in position on his right, but slightly in
rear. Wood, whose left connected with Brannan's
right, p&88ed to the rear of Brannan to reach Rey-

nolda's position; thus a wide gap was left in the
Union line. McCook had already called up Wilder
to strengthen his front, and sent for the main cav
alry to protect the right. The right had unex
pectedly become, &8 it were, the rear of the army.

Unhappily for the National army, Bragg waa
IIOt now massing his forces on oU!' left. He had
just been defeated and repulsed there. Bragg's
main plan had failed; but in tbe quiet fonst,
within almost a stone's-throw of our right, and in
the still overclouding mist, were Longstreet and
Buckner, with the left wiBg of the Confederate
army massed in battle array, impatiently awaiting
the signal for attack.

Longstreet's troops were placed in column of
brigades at hall distance,-a masterpiece 01 tac
tics. Hood, a soldier full of energy and dash, waa
to lead the colUWll, his own division being MaBBed
five brigades deep, with the brigades of :Kershaw
and Humph1'6Ys aa additional supports.

The order to advance came at lut. The deep
Confederate lines suddenly appeared. The woods
in our front seemed alive. On they came like an
angry fiood. They struck McCook's three remain
ing brigades, the remnants of the Federal rigbt.
Under the darinK personal exertions of McCook
and Davis, they made a gallant but vain resistance.
The massed lines of the enemy swarmed around
their fianks. Pouring throngh the opening made
by Wood's witbdrawal, they struck bislaat brigade
as it was leaving the line. It wu slammed back
like a door, and shattered. Brannan, on Wood's
left, wu struck in front and flank. His right was
flung back; his left stood fast. Sheridan, basten
ing to the left with two brigades, was called back,
and rushed to the rescue. His little force stayed
the storm for a time. Wave after wave of Con-

JCondenBed trom the" Southem Bivouac" tor December. 1886.- EDITOR!.
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federates came on; relliBtance only increased
the mnltitude. Brannan's artillery, attacked in
flank, rushed to the rear for clearer ground, and,
with the Confederates at their heels, suddenly
plunged into Van Cleve marching to the aid ot
Thomas. Disorder ensued; effective resistance
was lost. The Reserve Artillery of the center, well
posted in rear, unable to manffiuvre in the under
growth, hedged around by infantry a half hour
before, was now without immediate support. The
sudden rush of Longstreet's compact column
through the forest had foiled all plans. The as
tonished artillerists were swept from their guns.
General Negley, with one of his brigades isolated
in rear, shared the general fate of the right.

When Longstreet struck the right, Rosecrans
was near McCook and Crittenden. Seeing our line
swept back, he hurried to Sheridan's force for aid.
With staff and escort he reckleB8ly strove to stem
the tide. They attempted to pass to the left
through a storm of oanister and musketry, but
were driven back.

All became oonfusion. No order could be heard
above the tempest of battle. With a wild yell the
Confederates swept on far to their left. They
seemed everywhere victorious. Rosecrans was
borne back in the retreat. Fugitives, wounded,
oaissons, escort, ambulances, thronged the narrow
pathways. He concluded that our whole line had
given way, that the day was lost, that the next
stand must be made at Chattanooga. McCook and
Crittenden, caught in the same tide of retreat, see
ing only rout everywhere, shared the opinion of
Rosecrans, and reported to him for instructions
and collperation.

Briefly, this is the story of the disaster on our
right at Chickamauga: We were overwhelmed by
numbers; we were beaten in detail. Thirty
minutes earlier Longstreet would have met well
organized resistanoe. Thirty minutes later our
marching divisions could have formed beyond his
column of attack.

But Longstreet had now swept away all organ
ized opposition in his front. Four divisions only
of the Union army remained in their original posi
tion-Johnson, of McCook's corps; Palmer, of Crit
tenden's, and Baird and Reynolds, of Thomas's.
Three had been cut off and swept away. Long
street's force separated them. He says he urged
Bragg to send Wheeler's cavalryin pursuit. Strange
to report, no pursuit was ordered.

An incident of the battle perhaps contributed
to the delay. When Sheridan and others were
lent to the left, the writer haltened down toward
Crawfish Springs, instructed by McCook to order
the cavalry to the left to flll the gaps made by the
withdrawal of infantry. I was but fairly on the
run when Longstreet struck our right. The storm
of battle was sweeping over the ground I had jUlt
left. Hastily givinl{ the orders and retuming, I
found the 39th Indiana regiment coming from a
cross-road,-a full, fresh regiment, armed with
Spencer's repeating-rifles, the only mounted force
in our army corps. Calling upon Colonel T. J.
Harrison, its commander, to hurry to the left, we
led the regiment at a gallop to the Widow Glenn's.

The Bound of battle had lulled. No Union foree
was in sight. A Confederate line neal' by was ad
vancing against the position. Harrison, dismount
ing his men, dashed at the enemy in a most effect
ive charge. Wilder, coming up on our right, also
attacked. Wilder had two regiments armed with
the Bame repeating-rifles. They did IIplendid work.
Longstreet told Wilder after the war that the
steady and continued racket of these gunB led him
to think au army corps had attacked his left flank.
Bragg, cautious by nature, hesitated. By the time
he was ready to turn Longstreet's force against
Thomas, valuable time had elapsed.

Brannan, partly knocked out of line, had gath
ered his division on a hill at right angles to his
former position, and a half mile in rear of Rey
nolds. General Wood came up with Harker's bri
gade and part of George P. Buell's, and posted
them near Brannan's left. Bome of Van Cleve's
troops joinl."d them, and fragments of Negley's.

General Thomas, ignorant of theBe movements
and of the disaster to the right of the Union army,
had again been attacked by Breckinridge and For
rest. They were again in Baird's rear with increased
force. Thomas's reserve brigades, Willich, Grose,
and Van Derveer, hurried to meet the atta<,k. After
a fierce struggle the Confederates wl."re beaten
back. Thomas, expecting the promised assistance
of Sheridan, had sent Captain Kellogg t~ guide
him to the left. Kellogg, hurrying back, reported
that he had been fired on by a line of Confederates
advancing in the woods in rear of Reynold!!, who
held the center of our general line.

The men in gray were coming on the right in
stead of Sheridan! Wood and Harker hoped the
force advancing in the woods on their new front
was a. friendly one. The National flag was wa",ed;
a storm of bullets was the response. It was Stew
art and Bate coming with their TenncsS4."eans
They had finally forced their way across the raggE'd
edge of the Federal right, and were following
Hood. Fortunately Thomas had just repulsed
Breckinridge's attack on his left, and 8tanll"y,
Beatty, and Van Derveerhad double-quicked &ero8!l

the "horseshoe" to our new right. They did not
come a moment too soon. The improvised linl" of
Federals thus hastily formed on "Battery Hill"
now successfully withstood the al88ult of the
enemy. The Union line held the crest. Long
street was stayed at last. Gathering new fon-PlI,
he soon sent a flanking column around our right.
We could not extend our line to mel"t this attack.
They had reached the summit, and were coming
around still farther on through a protected ravine.
For a time the tate of the Union army hung in the
balance. All seemed lost, when unexpected help
came from Gordon Granger and the right was savl"C1.

When Longstreet first struck our right I was
hurrying toward Crawfish Springs, as stated above,
to order the cavalry to the left. I brought bftl"1r.
with me Harrison's regiment, which, with Wildl"r's
brigade, gallantly charged the Confedl."ratcs in
flank. Harrison captured some two hundred fiJi&.
oners and turned again upon the enemy. Finding
no Federal infantry in sight, I passed to the north
ward. taking with me Harrison's disarmed priaon-
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era, partly under charge of my small escort, to
prevent their recapture. We had a lively double
quick race, pushing our prisoners at the point of
sword and carbine to get them to a place of safety.
Only the predominance of the gray uniforms pre
vented the Confederates, three hundred yards
away, from riddling our little party in the chase.
We soon reached our retreating forces. Placing
the prisonen in safe custody, I turned and rode
over the Ridge toward the front, no enemy ap
pearing.

Riding on, I struck the Dry Valley road, running
&long the east slope of the Ridge. Near by, on
the left, I fouud Sheridan and Davis, with the rem
nants of their five brigades. General Phil Was
furious. Like the great Washington on several
occasions, he was BfDearing mad, and no wonder.
The devoted Lytle and the truest and bravest
had fallen in vain resistance around him. His
splendid fighting qualities and his fine soldiers had
not had half a chance. He had lost faith. Hearing
the lIOund of battle on our left, I offered to ascer
tain the situation with Thomas on the left, and
report as soon as possible. I harried off at a racing
gallop, directly through the open woodland, with my
few faithful soldien of the 2d Kentucky cavalry
(of the Headquarters escort), toward the incl'eas
ing BOund of musketry. As we neared the firing
we came suddenly upon a line of gray much too
close to be agreeable. Fortunately it was intent
on other game in its front, and we escaped with only
a few whizzing compliments. We were too far to
the right. We had struck the wrong side, and
were behind the Confederates. Circling to the
left we were BOon among the soldiers in blue in
rear of the Union lines.

Galloping through the wounded as best we could,
I checked my horse before the form of an officer
borne in the arms of his comrades to find that it
was an old home friend, Colonel Durbin Ward, a
moment before severely wounded.

I soon reached General Thomas. He was iu
tently watching the conflict near the crest, a few
steps in rear of the battle-line. General Wood
and other officen were near. I reported briefly
the situation on the right. Thanking me, he re
quested me to try to bring up Sheridan's and
Davis's troops to aid his right. In his official report
he states that I came with General Garfield. We
probably reached him about the same time, but
General GarfIeld had come out from ROBllville, by

the Lafayette road, and 1 had crossed almost di
rectly from the extreme right. We gave him the
first tidings from the troops cut off. Hurrying
back on my mission, full of hope that the day was
not lost, we soon reached the identical spot on the
Dry Valley road where we had left Sheridan and
Davis. Strange to say, 110 Confederate cavalry or
infantry appcared, and there seemed still no pur
suit. Forrest, Wheeler, Wharton, Hoddey,- half
the cavalry of the Confederacy,- were with Bragg,
yet no cavalry apparently came through tHe gap of
a mile or more to pursue or follow our retreatin~

forces on the right. At our recent fight at Murfrees
boro', Wheeler'e whole foree had been smashing
around in our rear. It had been about as un
comfortable for nervous recruits there as on the
battle-front.

Unfortunately Sheridan's and Davis's force had
drifttld down the road toward Rossville. Hasten
ing after them, we found they had already entered
the narrow road or defile at McFarland's Gap. I
tried to halt the rear of the column, but without
succeBll. The miseries of a mounted officer trying
to pass marching infantry on a narrow roadway
can be well imagined. Time was precious. I rode
furiously through the thicket, alongside, and ap
pealed to officers. "See Jeff, Colonel'" they
said. "See Phil'" Bome old trudger in the ranks
called out, "We'll talk to you, my son, when we
get to the Ohio River I "

A long half-hour was lost in scrsmbling along
this wretched defile before I reached the head of
the column. There I found Generals SheIirlan,
Davis, and Negley. We were about half-way be
tween the field and Rossville. We held a hasty
conference. Davis ordered a "right-about" at
once, and marched briskly to the front j Lieuten
ant-Colonel William M. Ward followed with the
10th Ohio. Sheridan was still without faith. He
may have thotl(ltht there was danger at Rossville,
or that his troops had not regained their flp;hting
spirit. He insisted on going to RoBllville. Dark
ness would catch him before he could reach the
field from that direction. Negley was vacillating:
he flnall v went to Rossville.

We s~on reached the battle-field with Davis's
",nd Ward's troops, but the night was then near.
They did not get into action, but it was a cheerful
sight to see at least BOme of the troops eut off in
the morning in line &gain on the right of General
Thomas, ready for an emergency.

RdNFORCING THOMAS AT CHICKAMAUGA.

BY 3. B. PULLBRTON, BREVET BRIOADIER-<JENnAL, U. 8. V. j AT CHICKAJlAUGA CHIEF-oP-STAPP
TO GBNERAL GORDON GRANGER.

ON the 19th day of September, 1863, the Re
serve Corps of the Army of the Cumberland,

General Gordon Granger in eommand, was dis
tributed over a long stretch of count,ry, its rear at
Murfreesboro' and its van on the battle-field of
Chickama~ TheRe troops had been pOtlted to
cover the rear and left flank of the army. During
September 19th, the first day of the battle, they
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were engaged in BOme skirmishing and "tood at
arms expflcting an attack. On the evening of the
] 9th every indication pointed to a renewal of the
battle early the next day. The night was cold for
that time of the year. Tell-tale fires were pro
hibited. The men slept on their arms. All was
quiet saVA in the field-hospitals in the rear. A
bright moon lighted up the fields and wood&.
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THE 8NODGIIASS FARM'HOUBE. FROIl A RECIINT PHOTOGRAPH.

General Thom&ll's headquBrte1'8 on t.he second dB)' were lu the ftt'ld thIs aide of the house. The h1lle ea1led
the" HOrBe-shoe." made famous by tho defense of Branuan aud B~mon. lle on the

oppo811e 81de of the houae, Bee map, p. M8.-EDITOBll.

Along the greater part ot a tront ot eight miles
the gronnd was strewn with the intermingled dead
of friend and foe. The morning of Snnday, the
20th, opened with a clondless sky, but a tog had
come up from the warm water of tbe Cbickamauga.
a.nd hung over the battle-field until 9 o'clock. A
silence of desertion was in the front. This quiet
continued till nearly 10 o'clock; then, as the
peaceful tones of the church-bells, rolling over the
land from the east, reached the meridian of
Chickamauga, they were made dissonant by the
murderous roar of the artillery of Bisbop Polk,
who was opening the battle on Thomas's tront.
Granger, who had been ordered at all hazards
to hold tast where he was, listened and grew im
patient. Sbortly before 10 o'clock, calling my
attention to a great column of dust moving trom
our tront toward the point from which came the
80nnd of battle, he said, "They are concentrating
over there. That is where we ought to be." The
corps flag marked his headquarters in an open
field near the Ringfl'old road. He walked np and
down in front of hill flag, nervously pulling his
beard. Once stopping, he said, "Why the-
does Rosecrans keep me here' There is nothing
in front of us now. There is the battle "-point
ing in the direction of Thomas. Every moment
the sounds of battle grew louder, while the many
columns of dust rolling together here mingled witb
the smoke that hun~ over tbe scene.

At 11 o'clock, with Granger, I climbed a hilth hay
rick near by. We sst there for ten minutes listen
ing a.nd watching. Then Granger jumped up, thrust
his glass into its case, and exclaimed with an oath:

.. I am going to Thomas, orders or no orders!"
"And if you go," I replied, "it may bring dill

astcr to the army and you to a court-martial."
"There's nothing in our front now bnt. ragtag,

bobtail cavalry," he replied. •• Don't you see
Bragg is piling his whole army on Thomas' I am
going to his assistance."

We quickly climbed down the rick. and, going
to Steedman, Granger ordered him to move biB
command "over there," pointing toward the place
from which came the sounds of battle. Colonel
Daniel McCook was directed to hold fast at Mc.'!Mee
Church, where his brigade covered the RintzgOld
road. Before halt-past 11 o'clock Steedman's
command was in motion. Granger, with his staff
and eacort, rode in advance. Steedman, &ftElr
accompanying them a short distance, rode back to
the head of his column.

Thomas was nearly tour miles away. The day
had now grown very warm, Yl't the troops marched
rapioly over the narrow road, which was covered
ankle-deep with dust that rose in Suft'OCllting
douds. Completely envelo:;ed in it, the moving
column swept along like a desert sandstorm. Two
miles from the point of starting, and three
qnarters of a mile to the left of the road, thl'
enemy's skirmishers and a se~tion of artillery
opened fire on us from au open wood. This foJ"('1'
had worked round Thomas's left, and Wl1S tht'n
partly in his rllar. Granger halted to feel them.
Soon becoming eonvinced that it wall only B large
party of observation. he ap:ain started his t'olumn
Rnd pnshed rapidlv forward. I was then "t'llt to
bring up Colonel McCook's brigade, and put it in
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poIlition to watch the movements of the enemy,
to keep open the Lafayette road, and to cover the
open fields between that point and the position
held by Thomas. This brigade remained there
the rest of the day. Our skirmishers had not gone
far when they came upon Thomas's field-hospital,
at Cloud's house, then swarming with the enemy.
They came from the same body of Forrest's cav
alry that had fired on us from the wood. They
were quickly driven out, and our men were warmly
welcomed with cheers from dying and wounded men.

A littl~ farther on we were met by a statt-officer
sent by General Thomas to discover whether we
were friends or enemies; he did not know whence
friends could be coming, and the enemy appeared
to be approaching from all directions. All of this
shattered Army of the Cumberland left on the field
was with Thomas; but not more than one-fourth
of the men of the army who went into battle at the
opening were there. Thomas's loss in killed ancl
wounded during the two days had been dreadful.
As his men dropped out his line was contracted
to half its length. Now its flanks were bent back,
conforming to ridges shaped like a horse-shoe.

On the part of Thomas and his men there was no
thonght but that of fighting. He was a soldier who
had never retreated, who had never been defeated.
He stood immovable, the" Rock of Chickamauga."
Never had soldiers greater love for a commander.
He imbued them with his spirit, and their confi.
denoe in him waR sublime.

To the right of Thomas's line was a gorge, then
a high ridge, nearly at right angles thereto, run
ning east and Wl"st. Confederates under Ker
shaw (McLaws's division of Hood's corps) were
passing through the gorge, together with BUl!hrod
Johnson's division, which Longstreetwas strength
ening with Hindman's division; divisions were
forming on this ridge for an assault; to their left
the guns of a battery were being unlimbered for
an enfilading fire. There was not a man to send
against the force on the ridge, none to oppose this
impending assault. The enemy saw the approach
ing colors of the Reserve Corps and hesitated.

.At 1 o'clock Granger shook hands with Thomas.
Something was said about forming to fight to the
right and rear.

"Those men must be driven back," said Granger,
pointinl{ to the gorge and ridge. "Can you do it '"
asked Thomas.

"Yes. My men are fresh, and they are jnst the
fellows for that work. They are raw troops, and
they don't knowanybetterthan to chargeup there."

Granl{er quickly sent Aleshire's battery of 3
inch rifie guns which he brought up to Thomas's
left to assist in repelling another assault about to
be made on the Kelly farm front. Whitakers and
Mitchell's brigades uuder Steedman were wheeled
into position and projeeted against the enemy iu
the gorge and on the ridge. With ringing cheers
they advanced in two lines by double-quick
over open fields, through weed" waist-high,
through a little valley, then up the rid~e. The
enemy opened on them first with artillery. then
with a murderous musketry fire. When well up
the ridge the men, almost exhausted, were halted

for breath. They lay on the ground two or three
minutes, then came the command, "Forward!"
Brave, bluff old Steedman, with a regimental
flag in his hand, led the way. On went the
lines, firing as they ran and bravely receiving a
deadly and continuous fire from the enemy on the
summit. The Confederates began to break and
in another minute were fiying down the southern
slope of the ridge. In twenty minutes from the
beginning of the charge the ridge had beeu carried.

Granger's hat had been tom by a fragment of
shell; Steedman had been wounded; Whitaker
had beeu wounded, and four of his five staff-officers
killed or mortally wounded. Of Steedman's two
brigades, numbering 3500, twenty per cent. had
been killl"d and wounded in that twenty minutes;
and the end was not yet.

The enemy massed a force to retake the ridge.
They came before our men had rested; twice they
assaulted and were driven back. During one
assault, as the first line came within range of our
muskets, it halted, apparently hesitating, when
we saw a colonel seize a flag, wave it over his
head, and rush forward. The whole line instantly
caught his enthusiasm, and with R. wild cheer fol
lowed, only to be hurled back again. Our men
ran down the ridge in pursuit. In the midst of a
group of Confederate dead and wounded they
found the brave colonel dead, the flag he carried
spread over him where he fell.

Soon after 5 o'clock Thomas rode to, the left of
his line, leaving Gmnger the ranking officer at
the center. The ammunition of both Thomas's and
Granger's commands was now about exhausted.
When Granger had come up he had given ammu
nition to Brannan and Wood, and that had ex
hausted his supply. The cartridge-boxes of both
our own and the enemy's dead within reach had
beeu emptied by our men. When it was not yet
6 o'clock, and Thomas was still 011 the left of his
line, Brannan rushed up to Granger, saying, "The
enemy are forming for another assault; we have
not another round of ammunition - what shall we
do'" "Fix bayonets and go for them," was the
reply. Along the whole line ran the order, "Fix
bayonets." On came the enemy-our men were
lying down. "Forward," was sounded. In one
instant they were on their feet. Forward they
went to meet the charge. The enemy fled. So im
petuous was this counter-charge that one regiment,
with empty muskets and empty cartridge-boxes,
broke through the enemy's line, which, closing in
their rear, carried them olI as in the undertow.

One more feeble assault was made by the enemy;
then the day closed, and the battle of Chickamanga
was over. Of the 3700 men of the Reserve Corps
who went into the battle that aftl"rnoon, 1175 were
killed and wounded j 613 were missin~, many of
whom WE\re of the regIment that broke through the
lines. Our total loss was 1788, nearly 50 per cent.

Gordon Granger was rough in manner, but he
had a tender heart. He was inclined to insub
ordination, especially when he knew his superior
to be wrong. Otherwise he was a splendid soldier.
Rosecrans named him well when he wrote of him,
"Granger, great in battle."
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NOTES ON THE CmCKAMAUGA CAMPAIGN.

BY EMERSON OPDYCKE, BREVET KAJOB-OENE&AL, U. So v.

CHATTANOOGA was the indispensable key to all positions, he certainly could have retained Chat.
the objects committed to the Army of the tanooga and assumed the offensive, for reenforce

Cumberland, and General Halleck planned two ments soon made his army larger than OW'll. It
witlely separated movements toward their accom- would have been rash for Rosecrans to move his
plishment. General Burnside, starting from the force on the theory that the enemy would not
Ohio River with one column, was to cross the defend at least some of the formidable positions
mountains of eastern Kentucky. To overcome the that now separated the two armies. He had to
great advantage of the enemy's position and works, assume that his adversary's conduet would be
and secure at one blow a decisive victory, General stubbornly defensive.
Rosecrans conceived a series of brilliant move- On the 16th of August he put his army in mo
ments from Murfreesboro' where his four corps tion, crossed the Cumberland mountains. and
were concentrated. On the 23d of June he began cansed his main columns to appear at 8E'vt'raJ

tlle formidable operations which sent the enemy points on the river, the extremes fifty milell apart.
out of middle Tennessee and left our army at the Thl'se movements so deceived Bragg that he Wall

western base of the Cumberland mOllntains. comparatively harmle88 where we really wished to
General Rosecrans halted there till the 16th of cross; and by the 4th of September the army, fol

A~t, and between him and Halleck the ques- lowed by its artillery, wagons, aud beeve•• safely
tion of delay was renewed with spirit. Rosecrans reached the south bank of the Tennes8E'6 River.
justly urged that, before crossing the Tenne88ee Then, throwing as much energy int() his move
River, his right and rear ought to be protected by ments as though he had approved them, RoaeClr&nS

the part of our army made idle by the surrender promptly marched upon Chattanooga.
of Vicklburx. because the enemy's superiority in With but slight opposition his col1lDlJl1 wound
cavalry forced him constantly to weaken his line through the defiles of Raccoon Mountain and
of battle, to protect the long line over which sup- came to the western baae ot the Lookout range.
plie!! were brought to him. This sound view. how- On ita highest point the enemy'l signal.Saga wt're
ever. did not prevail, and if General BI'8Itg had seen announcing to B~g in Chattanooaa tb('
perceived the advsntage to him of Halleck's error, presence of our arDlY. There ars only three routes
I am sure that the peremptory order by which by which armies can cross the range, J'('lIpediv(')y
Rosecrans was sent across the Tennesllf'e River 2 miles, 26 miles, and 42 miles south of Cbatt&
and into the mountains between Bridgeport and nooga. Unless Bragg should defend th_ p&UM.
Chattanooga would have proved dillastrous. he could remain in the town only to lI1IJ'reuder, be-

U Bragg had stubbornly defended hill several cause the two more distut routea would sin 111I
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readyaoceB8 to bis llne of supplies and enable us
to elOlle all avenues of retreat.

Time had now become of pressing importance
to him, because heavyrellnforcementBwere advan
cing to hie aid: two divi&ions from MiB8i88ippi, one
from Knoxville, and a renowned corps under Long
Btreet from the army of General Lee. He '11'&8
in a few daye to feel the mistake of allowing U8 so
easily to come to the last barrier of Chattanooga.
Fortunately for our army, the Confederate gen
eral, while easily defending the pass nearest the
town, gave no attention to the other two. Thomas
W&ll directed to tbe 26 and McCook to the 42 mile
pa8lI, while Crittenden made demonstrations near
Chattanooga. These admirable movements en
dangered Bragg's communieations and forced him
to ehoose between immediate retreat and ultimate
IIUlTender. Ho retreated; and on the 9th of Sep
tember Crittenden entered Chattanooga. These
operations drew Buckner from Knoxville to tbe aid
of Br&gIt, and Burnside marched into Knoxville.

It is surprising that the events of the l&8t sixty
day8 did not sup:geBt to General Halleck concen
trations that must have ended the war in 1863.
By the 4th of July Meade had seriously defE'ated
and permanently weakened Lee at Gettysburg,
and Grant, by giving us Vicksburg and 30,000
prisoners, bad endE'd all important operations near
the MiB8issippi River. In the main, this left
Gmnt's army of 75,000 mE'n frl'e to be sent iu
whatever directions lay the best chanee of deci
&ive work. Is it 110t, therefore, clear, that Rose
craDS should have been beavily rellnforced and
made able to crush Bragg at Chickamauga' He
then eould have marched irresistibly through east
TenneB8ee, to the aid of Meade against Lee, whosl'
army could not have existed a ringle day if it had
held ita gronnd, before such a concE'ntration of
forcE'8. The order tbus to reenforce the Army of
the Cumberland could have been as easily made
and executed before as aftE'r Cbickamauga. I
am convinced that it would have saved us tbe
slaughter and tbe expense of 1864. But Halleck
only ordered Burnside to rellnforce Roseerans.
Bnrnside, thougb without an opposing force of
importance, failed utterly to obey the orders of
Halleck, all well 88 the plain suggestions of the
situation.

Up to tbe 11th of September-tbe day Rose
craus entered Chattanooga - his plans and move
IDt'nts, aside from the dplay in bt'ltinning opem
tions, had been brilliant and faultless. He bad
not achieved the hill'hest success - the deRtmetion
of hi8 adversary, but he had forced from the
enemy strategic advantages from whieh immense
rt'8ults wpre afterward gained by his successon.
But the moment he entered Cbattanooga be should
have concentrated his army there lon~ enough to
accumulate supplies, aseertain the position and
intentionll of bis adversary, and whether or not
Burnside would rt'l!nforce him. He was now :l::l7
miles from the Ohio River, 11)0 from Nashville,
and his prudence, not his impetuosity, should have
increased. Halleck, himself deceived, misled
Rosecrans, who judged that bis present work WBll
to p1U'll1le an alarmed adversary, and, aceordingly,

on the 10th of September, ordered Crittenden's
corps to seek the p.nem1 in the direction of Hing
gold,-thus 8till farther separating biB army.

General Wood's divillion, to whieh I belonged,
happened to be the tear of Crittenden's column,
and in the evening a simple negro informed Wood
of the position of Bragg's army. Instead of an
alarmed retreat, the enemy's movement had beeD
a leisurely march of thirty miles south to Lafay
ette. The divergent movements which had placed
Thomas near to and west of Lafayette, McCook
sixteen miles farther soutb, and was now placing
Crittenden farther north than McCook was soutb
of the Confederate army, made it convenient for
Bragg to overwhelm in Iluceession our sl.'parated
corps before any two of thl.'m could be united.
Wood hurried the momentous information to
Roseerans at Chattanooga; and, notwithstanding
the incredulity with which it was received, Har
ker's brigade of Wood's division was ordered to
countermarch at daybreak to the LRfarl.'tte road,
and to make a rl.'connoitlsance in the direction in
dicated by the negro. Soon meeting an opposing
force that was f('eling its way toward Chattanooga,
Harker slowly forced it baek across the Chieka
mauga Rivl.'r, at Lee and Gordon's Mills, only I.'ight
een miles from Lafayette. Crittenden was now
ordered to the mills, Thomas to Lafayette, and
McCook to Summerville, tWl.'nty-fl.ve miles south of
Lafayette; for Rosecrana did not yet believe that
the enemy's entire army was there, prl.'paring to a8
sume the offensive. Most happily, Bragg, although
eorrectly informed of the isolation of our corps,
took no decisive advantage of our helpll.'ssness.

McCook found that the t'nl.'my's eavalry, when
driven, always retreated in the direetion of Lafay
ette; and in advancing toward that place Thomas
met a rl.'sistanee that convinced him that he was
in the presence of the Confederate army, while
Crittendl.'n's reeonnoillsance south from the mills
sustained the opinion of Thomas.

On t,he 12th. howevl.'r, Rosecralls also bt'eame
at last convincl.'d that the enemy had faced about
at Lafayette, and orders were issued to attack
them at that plaee.

By the 1"tb he learned that thl.' I.'nE'my was rl.'
el.'iving heavyrelinforcE'ments. Doetor HalE', ehief
of-seoutll fol' GE'neral Thomas, found lar~e numbE'rB
of prisoners whom Grant had paroled at Vieks
burg. They spoke freely of the fact that th('y had
been ordE'red on duty, although not yct exchllngE'd,
and all 'WE're eonfident that the eoneE'ntration
then going on would rE'sult in our annihilation.
Atunned by the disasters to their cause at Gettys
burg and Vicksbur/o\', the Confedl.'ratE' chiE'fs WE're
se~retly hurrying rellnforcements to Bra!!,/>\" hoping
to neutralize the effects of those disasters by oVl.'r
whelmin~ Rosecrans. These well-planned movt'
ments were not., until too late, even RutlpectE'd by
Hallel'k, who sent us the report that Bragg was
relinfol'cing Lee!

As already indicated, if Rosecrans had opl.'ned
his eampaign whl'n the otber two I!rl.'at armies
were carrying forward 1.bl.' Gettysbnrg and Vieks
burg campaigns, his operations could not now have
been disturbed by these rellnforcements.

..
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If he should be defeated when so far from his
base, and with such obstacles to the rear, the de
struction of his army would be probable; while if
he should have the good fortune to defeat his ad
versary, it would not be possible, without surplus
supplies at Chattanooga, to pursue far enough to
gather the fruits of a victory. With 80 much to
lose and so little to gain, it is clear that the battle
of Chickamauga ought not to have been fought.

It has been said that this battle was necessary
to secure us Chattanooga. But the error of that
assertion may be seen in the fact that Rosecrans,
before the battle, Rtill had time to assume impreg
nable positions around that town. Three days
were enough for this, and it was seven days before
Bragg seriously interfered with the freedom of our
movements. Moreover, Chattanooga, won at the
cost of Chickamauga, became a peril instead of a
gain. But, deciding not to fall back, Rosecrans
slowly concentrated his corps on the north bank of
the Chickamauga River, at Lee and Gordon's Mills,
twelve miles south of Chattanooga. Bragg decided
to move down the valley up which he had retired
because, first, of all the routes open to him that one
was least obstructed; and, secondly, because it
would continue his army nea.r the railway of his
supplies, which was also bringing him Longstreet.

Rosecrans did not get his corps united and well
ill position, before the enemy, on the 19th, began
the battle of Chickamauga.

The country in which the next two days' opera
tions took place lies between the river and Mission
ary Ridge, and was covered by woods of varying
density. broken here and there by cleared fields.
The Chickamauga River, winding slowly through
the forest of the region, flows into the Tenne88ee
eight miles above Chattanooga. Bragg's aim was to
turn our left alld gain the road into Chattanooga,
now indispensable to the existence of our army.
Thomas commanded our left; and as Bragg sent
division after division against that winA', Rose
crans sent successive divisions to Thomas. The
fight~ was close and stubborn; batteries were
taken and l'etakl'n till the day closed, without ma.
terial advantage to either side. It wall clear. how
ever, that we wel'e outnumbered; for, while we
had put nearly every regiment into the action, the
enemy, meeting us with equal numbers in line of
battle, still had heavy resel'Ves.

In the night both commanders prepared for the
decisive contlict which all felt must come on the
20th. Still covering the Chattanooga road, Rose
crans placed his army in a somewhat better posi
tion, both flanks well refused. From left to right
his divisions were: Baird's, R. W. Johnson's,
Palmer's, Reynolds's, Brannan's, Negley's, Davis's,
Sheridan's; Wood's aud Van Cleve's were in re
sel'Ve; and three brigades of Gr&Ilger's corps were
near Rossville, four miles away. Thomas com
manded six divisions at the left, McCook two at the
right, and Crittenden the two in resel'Ve. Thomas
covered his front with a slight barricade of rails
and old loga found in the woods, and so greatly
aided his men.

Early in the morning Thomas discovered, and
reported to Rosecr&Il8, that another division was

needed to maintain our extreme left againllt the
enemy's longer line. Rosecrans, therefore, brought
Wood from reserve to relieve Negley, and ordered
Negley at once to report his division to Thomas ;
and Thomas was informedthat Negley would imme
diately join him at the left. But Negley, disappe&l'
ing from the line, drifted away from the field to
Rossville. Two of his brigades reached the left, but
so far apart, and 80 ill-timed, as to be of little
value. It i8 important to remember Negley's con
duct, because from it came the misapprehensions
that were soonto result in disaster to our right wing.

The Confederate plan was to tum and envelop
our left, and then to advance upon our divisions
in snccession, and involve the whole in one com
mon ruin. Their right wing was commanded by
Polk, and their left by Longstreet.

Polk was ordered to begin the battle at day
break, but the first shots were not heard before
8: 30; and, in an hour, the action at the left be
came furious. Polk's right division began to en
velop our left and to appear upon our rear; but
Thomas hurried some reserves against it and drove
it away in disorder. Having been able, in the
absence of Negley's division, to find the way to our
left and rear, the enemy would naturally reappear
there with decisive Dumbel'S. Thomas, thel'efore,
knowing nothing of Negley's conduct, and wishing
to add only a division to his left, sent again and
~in for the promised rellnforcements. The at
tack soon extended heavily to Johnson, Palmer,
and Reynolds; and, by 10:30, lightly to Bran
nan. Naturally supposing that Negley had already
reached Thomas, Rosecrans inferred, from the re
quests of Thomas and from other indications, that
Bra.gg was moving his left wing to the extreme
right of the Confederate line of battle. The con
flict had been raging against Thomas for two
hours, while Wood, Davis, and Sheridan were un
touched; and, not suspecting that Longstreet (a
reconnoissanee of ten minutes would have devel
oped it) was already formed for attack and about
to advance in full force against our right wing,
Rosecrans, in the short space of fifteen minntes,
10: 30 to 10: 45,-ordered to his left Van Cleve,
from the resel'Ve, and Sheridan, from the extreme
right; and, by the blunder of an aide in wording
an order, sent Wood ont of line to "close np on
Reynolds a.nd support him as soon as possible."
while McCook was to move Davis by the left flank
into the position vacated by Wood. These diseon
nected and fatal movements of Van Cleve, Wood,
Sheridan, and Davis were in prop:re88 when Lo~
street attacked them with six divisions of the Con
federate left wing. Disaster was the immediat4:'
and inevitable result.

Sheridan's routed division moved bR.ck to RollS
ville. Heroism could not save Davis; his division
was overwhelmed, and scattered in fragments that
were afterward coll~tedbehind Missionary Ridge.
Wood's movement uncovered Brannan's right, and,
in temporary confusion, that division hurried away
to a new position. This exposed Reynolds's right,
made it Dccessaryfor him to chanlte tront to therear
at right angles on his left; but t1lfffJ he held tlrm1y
to Palmer's right. The rush of disordered troopll
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and artillery, disintegrating Van Cleve's division,
destroyed its further usefulness in this battle.

Rosecrans, seeing this appalling demolition of
his right wing, and finding that the enemy had
interposed between him and Thomas, hastened
arounu to Rossville. Finding there men of Negley's
division, which he had supposed to be with Thomas,
Rosecraos thought the day lost, and deemed it his
duty to hllIIten to Chattanooga, there to prepare
for the reception and disposition of what seemed
to him his disordered and defeated army. Rose
crans and Garfield, his chief-of-staff, separated at
Rossville - Rosecrans riding to Chattanooga and
Garfield to Thomas at the front. Rosecrans says
that he sent Garfield to the front; while Garfield
had many times said that he himself insisted upon
going-that the sound of the battle proved that
Thomas was still holding the enemy in check.
McCook and Crittenden soon joined Rosecrans at
Chattanooga; but Thomas remained on the field.
Brannan brought his division to a good position,
but so far to the right of Reynolds that the space
of a division lay open between them. While Wood
was moving toward this gap, Longstreet. advancing
to complete the work, eamo within musket-range.

The moment was critical, because if Wood
should be unable to oecupy and hold the gap,
Longstreet would pass through, permanently cut
off Brannan, again turn, and then overwhelm
Reynolds, and attack the rear of Palmer, Johnson,
and Baird, who were still confronted by Polk.
Wood coolly changed front nnder fire, so as to face
south instead of' east, and caused one of his bri
gades to charge with fixed bayonets. The au
dacity of the charge probably made the enemy
believe that there was force enongh near to sus
tain it, for they soon bolted, and then Oed out of
range just before our bayonets reached their ranks.
The needed moments were snatched from the en
emy, and Wood brought his division into the gap
between Reynolds and Brannan.

Except some fragments from the broken divi
sions, our line was now Mmposed of Baird's, John
son's, Palmer's, Reynolds's, Wood's, and Brannan's
divisions, naming them from left to right. In front
stood the whole army of the enemy, eager to fall
upon us with the energy that comes from great
success and greater hopes. But close behind our
line rode a general whose judgment never erred,
whose calm, invincible will never bent; and around
him thirty thousand soldiers resolved to exhaust

_the IllIIt round of ammunition, and then to hold
their ground with their bayonets. Soldiers thus
inspired and commanded, are more ellllily killed
than defeated.

For five long hours the shocks and carnAge were
as close and deadly IlII men could make thcm.
Thomas often came within speaking distancc of
his mcn, and wherever the cnergy of the attaek
most endangered our line, he strengthened it with
cannon and relPments drawn from points in less
peril; and when the soldiers asked for more am
munition Thomas said: "Use your bayonets."
At about 3: 30 in the afternoon I saw General
Thomas looking in the direction of Chattanooga,

watching with anxious interest a column of dust
rising in the air. Our suspense Willi relieved when
Granger and Steedman emerged from the dust, and
Garfield dashed up to Thomas.

To prevent a turning movement on the road
from Ringgold, through Rossville to Chattanooga,
Granger, with three brigades, had been stationed
on the Ringgold road; and, by a sound, soldierly
judgment, leaving one brigade to do the work
assigned to the three, brought two brigades to
the field. Thomas himst'lf was then only a lit
tle way down the rear slope of the low ridge on
which Wood's division was fighting, with every
man in the line, and with no reserves. We were
hard pressed, and many muskets became so hot
that loading was difficult; but Thomas sent up
two cannon with the words: "The position must
be held." The reply was: "Tell General Thomas
that we will hold the position or go to heaven
from it."

At about 4 o'clock Longstreet drew back and
IlIIked for reenforcements, but was answered
that the right wing was already so shattered that
it could I10t aid him. He then brought forward
his reserves and re·formed his lines; and, extend
ing beyond our right, advanced in a final attack.

Thomas ordered Granger's reenforcements to
the right of Brannan, where the enemy had already
begun to appear. The contlict there, and on the
divisions of Brannan and Wood, was soon at its
fiercest. Our snort-range ammunition from the
cannon cut great gaps through the enemy's col
umns, and the steady volleys of musketry, aided
by our bayonets, did thtlir remorseless work for
",bout thirty minutes; and then the Confederate
left winp:, shattered, bleeding, defeated, withdrew
from sight. The battle was ended- Thomas had
saved the army.

The sun had not yet gone down, and there was
time enough to renew the action, but Bragg, if we
may trust his official report, had lost two-fifths of
his infantry; his army was incapable of making
another effort. What now would have been the
consequences if General Rosecrans had come upon
the field with ammunition and the few thousand
soldiers collected near Rossville'

On the 21st Bragg was too prudent to attack,
and on the 22d our army was placed in positions
around Chattanooga.

Of our men under fire, we had lost more than
one-third, and II. number of batteries in the woods
fell to the euemy by the disaster on the morning
of the 20th. About 30,000 men - both sides
were killed and wounded in this battle.

On the 23d and 24th the Confederates came
slowly into position on Missionary Ridge and Look·
out Mountain, conneeting the two by a line of
earth-works across Chattanooga Valley; and, by
sending a "force into Lookout Valley, they com
manded our 26-mile wagon route to Bridgeport for
supplies. This forced us to an almost impllIIsable
mountain route of sixty milell to the same point.
Knowing that it would be impossible long to sub
sist an army by this route, Bragg waited the proc
ess of starvation with some probability of succell80
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THE UNION ARMY.
ARMY OF THE CUIlrIBERLAND-Ml\!ol'-General WlWam 8. RotIecnma.

General Headquarter': 1st Battalion Ohio 8harp- Ind.• Col. Newell Gle&tlOn; 3d Minn., Col. J'ame. Geol'llr;
ahootel'll. Capt. Genhow M. Barber; 10th Ohio lutantry, 11th Ohio. Col GuelaVt'I Kamwerllng; lI5th Oldo. IMal_
Lieut.-Col. Wllllam M. Ward: 15th Pa. Cav., CoL W1ll- CoL Henry V. N. BoyntoD. Brigade 10M: !t.1M; .... BI.
lamJ.Palmer. Lo88: 11',2; m,'=6. 10,102=84,0. ArIUlerIl: D.1st Mich. (Firat; Bripdto••

FOURTEENTH ARMY CORP8, MI\I.-Gen. GeorgeH. Capt. Joaiah W. Chureh: C,lSC Ohio 18ecoDd Bripo1....
Thomas. 8talf 108s: m,l. Lieut. Marco B. Gary; I, 4th U. S. cTblnl ~el

EBCOrI: L, 1st Ohio Cav., Capt. John D. Barker. Lieut. Frank G. 8mith. Art1lIery 10M i_laded hi~
nRST DIV18ION. Brlg.-Gen. Abealom Baird. gadea to which attached.

Fir,' BrlgatU. Col. BenJawln F. Sl'rlbner: 38th Ind., POURTH DIVISIOll. MI\!.-Gen. Joeeph J. ReyuoJct.. st..
Lieut.-Col. Daniel F. Griftln; 2d Ohio, L1eut.-Col 01la- 10H: 11', 1: m. 1 =2-
dlah C. Maxwell (wI, MI\!. WUllam T. Beatty ('II' IWd 1'). Fir,' Brigade,J Col. John T. Wilder: JI'Jd IlL, OJL~
Capt. James Warnock; 33d Ohio, CoL Oaoar F.Moore: D.At1l:1na: ll8thm•• CoI.JohnJ. FuckhoWler'fW'.lMot_
NCh Ohio. MI\!. Rue P. Hutel.t1na; 10th Wla., Lieut.-Col. Col. Edward Kitchell: l28tb Ill., CoL Jameell_; 1':0
John H. Ely (m wand C), Capt. Jooob W. Roby. Bri- Ind.. MI\!. WUllam T.JODeII; 'J2d Ind., Col. AbramO. lID
~eIOH: k.M; 11',254; m. 423='132. Beeond Brigade. ler. BrlgRde 1088: k. 13: w, 114,: m. 18=12:5.. sa--tI
Brlg.-Gen. John C. Starkweather: 2Uh 1lI•• Col. Geza Brigade. Col. Edward A. Kiu[I: (11.1. CoL MUWD So~
Mlhulotzy (WI, Capt. August Maulf: 79th Pa., Col. Henry son: 68th Ind., Capt. Harvey J.Espy (WI; 75th 1Dd... ('01

A. H'lmbrlght; 1st Wis., Lieut.-Col. George B. Bingham; Milton B. Robinson, Lieut.-Col. Wlmam O'BMD; ]«_1
21st Wis.• LIeut.-Col. H'UTlIIOn C. Hobart (WI, Capt. Ind•• Lllmt.-Col. Thomas Doan; l05th Obto.~ C..-nfl;'l'
Cill1rles H. Walker. Brigade loss: 11..65; 11',286; m. T.l'erklns (WI. Brigudo 10118: 11.,50; w.353; m. 71=4>'4.
2611 =606. Third Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. John H. King: 1st Third Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. John B. Turchin: 18th Ky..
Battalion 15th U. 8., Capt. Albert B. Dod; 1st Battalion Lieut.-Col. H. Kavanaugh Milward ('WI, C'apt. .John B.
18th U. B., Ml\I. Sldne.v Coolidge (kl. Capt. Robert E. A. Heltemes; 11th Ohio. C.ol. PhilanderP. Lanp; 3&lh Olaln.
Crofton: 1st BattaHon 18th U. S., Capt. George W. Col. Wl11ialU O. Jones (kl, Lleut.-Col. Hiram F. Dun.ll;
Smith; 2d Battalion 18th U. S.• Capt. Heury HaYIDond: II2d Ohio. Col Benjamin D. J'eurlog (WI. Lh-Irt.-C'..l.
1st Battal10n 19th U. 8., MI\!. Samuel K. Dawson ('01"), Douglas Putman. Jr. (11'). Brigade lOiMl: k. 3lI; w. 22'i;
Capt. Edmund L. 8mith. Brigade loss: k, 61: w. 2M: 1J1.86=34.3. ArtUkrll: 18th Ind. (lo"1rtlt Brilf!lde'. (~P"
m, 523 = 839. ArliUery: 'th Jnd. (Seeond Brlnde), Lieut. Ell Lilly: 19th Ind. (Second Brigade•• CapL SeDlarl J.
David Flansburg ('II' and c). Lient. Henry J. WilHtB; A, HarrIs (11'), Lieut. Robert G. Lackey; 2lat Jod. (Third
1At Mich. (Firat Brigade), Lieut. George W. Vlln Pelt '11.1, Brigade). Capt. William W. Audrew. Ar1iUery I-.. lit
Lieut. Almerlek W. Wilber; H. 5th U. 8. (ThIrd BrlgadC). cluded in brigades to whiela attached.
Lieut. Howard M. Bnrnham (k). Lieut. Joshna A. Fell- TWENTJETH ARMY CORPS, Ml\I.-Gen. AlpslWdrr
Beuden 1'01"). Artillery loaaincluded In that of brigades. :MeD. MeCook.
SECOND DIVISION, Ml\I.-Gen. James S. Negley. Pro~at-Guard:H, 818t Ind.. Capt. WUl'm J'. Wphard....

Pi,." Brigade. Brl~.-Gen. John Beatty: l04.th m., Ereort: I, 2d Ky. Cav•• Lieut. Of'Orga W_ L. Batman.
L1eut.-Col. Dougillil Hapeman: 42d Ind.• Lleut.-CoI.Wlll- PIRflT DIVISION. Brlll'.-Gen. Jp1I'e1'llOn C. Dans.
lam T. B. McIntire; 88th Ind•• Col. George Humphrey; Buond Brigad~ Brlg.-Gen. Wllliam P. eart\.D:~-t

15th Ky., Col. Marlon C. T.lylor. BrIgade loaa: k, 11: m.. Col. John W. 8. Alexandpr (11:1, CapL~ K.
'11'.189; m,l04. =310. Second Brigade, Col. Timothy R. Knljfht; 38th nL, Lieut.-Col. Danicl H. GUmf'rtkJ.Capt.
Stanley (WI. CoL William L. Stoughton: 19th Dl., Lieut.- WIIlla G. Whitehunt; 81at Jnd., Capt. Nevil B. JIocme.
Col. Alexander W. Ralfen; 11th Mich., Col. William L. MI\!. James E. Calloway; 101at OhIo. Lieut.-eol .Jon
Stoughton. Lieut.-Col. Melvin Mod~ (11'): 18th Ohio. Measer (11'), Moj. Bedan B. MrDaoald (WI, Capt. I.eoaanl
Lieut.-Col. Charles H. Oro~veuor. Brlj{lUle1088: k, 20; w. D. Smith: 2d Mion. Batt'y,;t L1t'ut. Albert \\"oodbllry
146; 10. '11=215. Thl,." Brigade. Col. William Slrwell: 1m WI, Lient. Richard L. Dawley. BrI~e lou: k. ;;t:

37tb Ind., Lieut.-Co\' W\Illnm D. Ward: 21st Ohio, Lleut.- 11',2119: m,298=8h1. Third Bri~. Col. H_A e. n.·t:
Co\' DweUa M. 8tou!\,hton (m w), MuJ. An101d McMahan Ik). Col. John A. Martln: 25th m.. :Moj. :"amDel D. "'all
(w). Capt. Charlos n. Vnntlne; 76th Ohio. Capt. Joseph (11'), ('apt. WPRford Taggart: 35th m., Lleut.-CoL \111m...
Fisber: 78th Pa., Llp-ut.-Col. Archlbald Blakeley. BrI- P. Chaudler; 8th Kan8•• Col. John A. M.artin. Lkoat...(·oL
gade IOS8: 11.,29: 11',115: m, 142=266. ArUlle71l: Bridges'S James L. Abernethy; 15th Wis.• Lieut.-Col. OleC. J ..btl
III. Battery (First Brigade', Capt. LymDn BridjtCs; G. 800 (el: 8th WIll. Batt'y. Lieut. John D. Mruan. Rn
18t Ohio (Third Brigade), Capt. Alexandpr Mar8hall; M, l{Ild.e loaa; k. 70; w, 519: m, 10'1 = 696.
1at Ohio (Rerond Brtga<il'l, Cllpt. Frederick Schultz. SECOND 0I"'8IOlf, Brlj{.-Gen. Rlehan! W. .JohullOlL !'laII'
Artillery looa Ineluded 10 brl/C,ltlea to which Rttnchl'd. loss: k. 1: m, 2 = 3.
THIRD DIVISION. Brlg.-Gen. John M. Brannan. Stlllflollll: Pi,.,1 Brigade, Brlj{.-Gen. Angm.t WlIl1eh: !18th ITL.

'01",1. L1eut.-Col. Dnnean J. Hall (k). MI\!. WIllIAm n ...-i11-
Fi,..1 Brigade. Col. John M. Conuell: 82d Ind., Col. iam8; 32d Ind., L1put.-Col. Fl"IlDk ErdplmpYu; 19111

Morton C. Huuter; 17th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Durbin Ward Ind., J Col. Thomaa J. Horriatm; 15th Ohio, Upat•..('ol.

(WI; 31st Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Frederick W. Llater. Brlp;ooc Frank A8kew: 49th Oblo, MI\!. Samnel F. Gra..'· , ... 
loss: k. '9; w. 323: m, 70 = 4'2. Burmd Brigade. Co\' Callt. Luther M. Strong; A. lot Ohio ArI·y. Capt. \\"Dbar
John T. Croxton (wI, Col. Wllllam H. HaY8: 10th Ind., F. Goodspeed. Brll{Ild.l' 1088: k. 83; w. 3M: m. lIT = ;-1....
Col. WIlliam B. Carroll I1n '01"), Lieut.-Col. Mal'l'lh R. TRy- Seco1ld Brigad~ Col. Joseph B. Dodge: '19th m.• 0'1.
lor: 7Uh Ind., Col. Charles W. Chapman. Lieut.-Col. Allen Bnckner: 29t,b Ind., Lil'nt.-Col. David ]f. Dunn:
Myron Baker: Uh Ky., Lieut.-Col. P. BurjtCH Hnnt (w). 30th Ind., Lieut.-Col. Orrin D. Hord: nth PL., ('..1.
Moj. Robert M. Kelly; 10th Ky.. Col. W1I1iam H. Hay8, Thomas E. Rose (C). Capt. JOBf'ph.J. LawlIOn: _h 01110
MI\'. Gabriel C. Wharton: uth Ohio, Lieut.-CoL Henry Battery, Capt. Edward GroHkoptf. BriltIldel~:k. :r; ;
D. Kinl(8bnry. Brigade loa8: k. 131: 11',728; m, 'lll= 11'.200; m, 309=1i36. Third BrigtMl~ Col. Philem_ 1'.
938. Third Brigade, Col. Ferdinand Van Derveer: 87th Baldwin (k), CoL William W. Berry: 6th Iud.. UlIlllt.-C'ol

J Detachell aD11 sen'log WI mouDlP<llufnntry. ;t CaptalD WillIam A. Hotelhkt.... ellier or dlvJaIaD.~.
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L1ent.-CoJ. Simeon C. Aldrich: lIlIth rrrcl., Mil.!. Jacob C_
Dick: Jllth Ohio. Lleut.-Col. Elhaunon M. Mast tk), Capt.
Horatio G. Cosgrove; lI9th Ohio, Lleut.-<'ol. GrauvlUe A.
Frambell. BrigBdel088: 11:,18; 11',180: m,llS""279. TIlird
BrifPMle, Col. 81dney M. Barnes: lIIlth Ind., M"'. John P.
Domey; 8th Ky., Llent.-Col. Jamell D. Mayhew (el, M",.
John B. Clark; 1I18t Ohio, CoL Richard W. MeClaw (c),
Lieut.-CoL Charles H. Wood: 99th Ohio, Col. Peter T.
8walne. Brigade 1088: k, iO; 11', Il11l: m, U, = m. A,..
tUkry .. 17th Ind., Capt. George R. Bwallow; ilIth Pa.,
Capt. Alanaon J. Stevens (k), Lieut. Bamuel M. Mc
Dowell; 3d Wis., Llent. Cortland Llvlngllton. Artillery
IOIIIJ: k, ': 11', lIIl: m, 13 =Gi.

REBERYE CORPS, MII.!.-Gt'ln. Oordon W·anger. 8tall'
1088: Jr,I.
rlKST DIVI810J<, Brig.-Gen. JameA B. Steedman.

Fi,..t Brigade, BI1g.-Gen. Walter C. Whltall:er: lJ8tb
Ill., ('01. Thomas E. Champion; 1Il1th m., Col. Jeaae H.
Moore: 81th Ind.. CoL Nelson Trueler: 2id Mich., CoL
Heber Le Favour (el, Llent.-CoL William Sanborn (W),
Capt. Alonzo lb.. Keeler leI: Mlth Ohio, Lleur..-eol. Will
Iam Jone~; 89th Ohio, Col. Caleb H. Carlt~n (c), Capt.
18IlIle C. Nelson; 18th Ohio Battt'ry, Capt. Charles C.
Aleshire. Brigade loss: k, 1M: 11', lIM; m, 1118 = 1.S26.
See_d. B,.igade, CoL John G. Mitchell: 18th Ill., Lleut.
Col. Carter Van Vleoll: IW), Lieut. Oeo. Green; 98th Ohio,
Capt. M08CeJ.Urquhart (W), Cal't.ArmstrongJ.Thomas:
118th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Darius B. Warnl'r; 121et Ohio,
Lieut.-Col. Henry B. Bano1ng; M, 1st Ill. Art'y, Lleut.
ThB8, Burton. Brigade loss: k,lI8; W,lI08: m, 95=1111.
8gCOND DIVISiON.

8uond Briqad~,Col. Daniel MeCooJr: 8lIth m.,Col.Caleb
J. Dilworth; lJ8th m., Lleut.-Col. D. W. Mogel'; 1il1th Ill,
Col. Osear F. HarmBn; 1I2d Ohio, M"". J. T. Holmes; 61Ith
Ohio, Llent.-Col. J. H. Brigham; I, id 111. Art'y, Capt.
C. M. Barnett. Bril!'llde 1088: k. i: w, U; m, 18 = 81.

CAVALRY CORPB, Brig.-Gon. Robert B. Mltehell.
FIRST 1I1V1ll105, Col. Edward M. McCooII:.Fi,.., Briflad~, Col. Archibald P. Campbl'n: ill MII'Il.•
MI\!. Leonld08 8. 8eranton; 9tb Pa., Lll'ut.-Col. ROllwell
M. RUlISen: let Tenn., Lieut.-Col. Jamee P. Brownlow.
Brigade 10ll8: k, i; w, 6; 10, 1 = Ill. 8uond Brigade,
Col. Daniel M. Ray: id Ind., ]\(I\!. J08f'ph B. Preedee;
Ub Ind., Lient.-Col. Jolln T. Dewl'ese: ill Tenn., Lleut.
Col. WIlliam R. CoolI:; 1st Wis., Col. Oscar H. La Grange:
D, 1st Ohio Art'y (Seotlonl, Llent. Nathaniel M. Newell.
Brigade loss: 11:, 2; w, 10; m, 11=i3. TAlrd Brlgtule,
Col. Loo1s D. Watkins: 4th Ky., C~I. WleklUl'e Cooper;
11th Ky., Lleut.-Col. WllUam T. HOblltzell; 6th Ky., MI\!.
Loo1s A. Gratz. Bril!'l1de losll: k, i; w, 8; m, 238 = illl.
SEC05D IIn'ISION, BriK.-Oen. Georgl' Crook.Fi,." Blignde, Col. Robert H. G. Minty: ad Ind. (de
wbment), Llt'lnt.-Col. Robert Klein; 4th Mich., MI\!.
Horace Gray; '1th PIl.. Lieut.-Col. James J. Seibert; 'th
U. Roo Capt. Jaml'll B. Mclntyl'l". BriKBdeloM: k, 1; w,
33; 01.8=48. &umd Brlgatk, ('01. Ell Lo"I!': 2d Ky••
Col. TholllBS P. Nlchlllae; let Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Valen
tine Cupp (m 11'), MI\!. ThomlUlJ. Patton; 3d Ohio, Lleut.
Col. Charles B. Beldel; 'th Ohio. Lieut.-Col. Oliver P.
Roble. Brigadl\ 10M: k, 19: 11',79; m, 38 = 138. ArlUiery:
Chll'ago Board 01 Trude Bnttery, ('apt. Jaml's H. 8loke...

Total Union 10RR: lI:illed 1658. wounded 9749, raptured
or missing 4774 = 16,119.

EIl'l\etlvA strenKth (partly from oftlclal reports and
partly eAt1matedl :
Four1oontll Army C(lrp~ (esUmated). . .20,000
Twentieth AI'lDY Corps (eoUmated) 11,000
Twenty-lirst Army Corps (report). . . 12,OIlt
Reserve Corps (reportl...... 3,918
Cavalry Corps (estimated) , 10,000

1IaIlemUID Tltpp (W), Mill- Calvin D. Campbllll; lUI KT.,
CoL Wtillam W. Berr7, capt. John M. Huton; 1st Ohio,
L1eur..-CoL a-t1LaD/Cdon ; V3d Ohio,CoI. HIram 8trong
1m ",, Lleur..-('OL Wm. H. Martin; 11th Ind. Bat'y, Capt.
p.,cerSlwoJl8OD. Brlgudel08s: k,1I1; w,W: m,128=lI68.
TRIIlD DIYIBIlI5, M",.-Oen. Phllip H. 8heridan.

I'ir8I BrlfPde, Brig.-Gen. W1ll1am H. Lytle (k), Col.
811111l MlIler: 86th llL, Col. 811M MIDer, Lleut.-COL Por
ter C. Oltlon; 88th m., Lleut.-CoL AleIADder 8. Chad
bourne: i1st Mich., Col. WIlUaw B. McCreery (wand el,
JIlV. Reymonr Chase; i'UI Will., Llent.-CoL Theodore 8.
Wellt 'wand el, lK"'. Carl von B_mbach; 11th Ind. Bat
lery, capt. Arnold 8ntennelster. Brigade 1088: k, lIlI; W,
I'll; m, 81 =AIIO. s-md Bri(lGd~.CoL Bernard Lalbuldt:
lith m., Col. Wallaee W. Barrett (w/; 1ad m., Col. James
r. Jaqueaa: ill Mo., Llent.-Col. Arnold Beck; 1l1th Mo.,
CoL Joeel.h Conrad; G (Capt. H. Hescock, cblef of di
Tlslon artillery), 1st Mo. Art'y, Lleut. Gutavua 8ehueler.
Brl~e 1088: k,86: w.iA3: m, 108=3811. Third 1lr'igtuU,
CoL J.uthl'r P. Bradley (WI, CoL Natban H. Walworth:
2'Jd Ill, Llent.-Col. Francis 8wanwlek; ll'Tth Ill, Col.
Jouathan R. MlIes: '2d m., Col. N"than H. Walworth.
Lieut.-Col. John A. Hottenst1ne: 1I1st m., Lieut.-Col.
Bamnel B. Raymoud; C, 1st JIL Art'y, Capt. Mark H.
PreRoott. Brigade loss: k, 58: w, 3'l"; m,lH='ll8.

TWENTY-FIRST ARMY CORPS, MI\!.-Gen. Thomas
L. CrIttenden.

E.-o,.t .. K, 16th Ill. Cav., Capt. B. B. Bherer. Loss: W,3.
nRlIrDIVlIlIO'l, Bril\.-Gen. ThoR.J, Wood. Btaft'loss: w,l.

1\,..1 Brigade, CoL George P. Buell: l00th Ill., Col.
Frederiek A. Bartleson (W a"d C), MI\!. Charles M.
U:uUlnund; Il8th Ind., Lieut.-Col. James T. Embree;
13th Mich., Col. Joshua B. Culver (wI. Ma,l. Willard G.
Eaton; :16th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. WlIlIam H. Young. Bri
lI&de 1088: k, 19: w, 113; m, 129=6111. Third BrIgatU,
Col. CharleA O. Harker: 3d Ky., Col. Henry C. Dunlap;
BUh Ohio. Col. Alexander Men"aln; 65th Ohio, Llent.
CoL HoraUo N. Wbitbeck (W), M"'. flamnel C. Brown
(m WI, Capt. Thomas Powell; li!lth Ohio, CoL Emenon
Opdyell:e. Brigade 1088: k, 1!1: W, illS: m. llII = m. A,..
IUle,.,,: 8th Ind. (Finlt Brigade). Capt. George Estep (W);
8th Ohio IThlrd Brigade" Capt. Culll'lU Bradley. ArtIl
lery 10ll8: k, i: 11',11: m, 7 = ill.
SECOIID DIVISIO'l. Ml\I.-Gen. John M. Palmer. 8tal1'

I08S: k,l; 11',2: m,3=8.
1\,..t Brl:Jade. Brlg.-Gen. Char'leA Cruft: 31st Ind.•

Col. John T. flwlth; 1st Ky. (5 eo's', Lieut.-Col. Alva R.
Hadlock; 2d Ky.• Col. Thomas D. Be~ewkk; 90th Ohio,
Col. CharleA H. Rippey. Bri~elo88: k,24: w, i13; m.
63 = 290. Butmd Brigade, BrIg.-Gen. William B. Hazen:
fth Ind.• CoL IllBOO C. 8. Rnman; 6th Ky., Col. George T.
Shackelford IW), Lleut..-Col. Richard Rocll:lnghllln Ik),
11:\1. Richard T. Whitaker; 410t Ohio, Col. Aqulla Wllcy;
12tth Ohio, Col. Oliver H. Pl,yne (WI, Maj. James B.
Hampson. BriKBde loss: k, 46; w, 3'l'8; m, 16 = 500.
ThiNI Brigade. ('01. William Grose: !Wth m.• Col. Louis
H. W,.lo'l'8: 36th Ind., Lll'ut.-Cul. Ollvl'r H. P. Carey (w),
Maj. Gllhert Trusler; 23d Ky., Llent.-Col. James C. Foy;
Blh Ohio, Col. Nleholas L AndeT'llon (WI. Maj. Bamuel C.
Erwin: 24th Ohio. CoL David J. JIIj{g1IlK. Brigade luos:
11:,53; 11', 399: m, 65=517. A,.UU,ry, Capt. Wl!lIam E.
8tamlart: B, 1st Ohio (First Brij/;ude), Lieut. Nonnan
A. Baldwin: F, 1st Ohio (Second Brll;'llde). Llcut. Giles
J. ClX'kerlll; H, 4th U. B. (Third Rri,l(",le), Lieut. Harry
C. CuJlhlng; M, 4tll U. B. (Third Bri~e),Llent. Franeill
D. L RU88eIl. Artillery 10M: k. 10; 11', 39; m, 8 = 55.
naRD DlVllllOlf, Bril!'.-Gen.H.P.Yanell've. Stall'loss: m,l.

Fi,..t Brigade, Brll!'.-Gen. Bamuel Beatty: 19th Ind.,
CoL Frederick Kneftl'r; 9th Ky., Col. George H. Cram;
17th Ky.• Col. AlexaDller M. 8tollt; 19th Ohio, Lieut.-CoL
Benl')' G. Stratton. Brll!'llde loss: k, 16; w, W: m, 61 =
331. 8erond Brigade, Col. George F. Dlell:: lAth Ind., Total ............................... ll8,lI66

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY.
ARMY OF TENNEBAEE -General Braxtou Bragg.

RIGHT WING. Lleut.·Gen. L<>onldas PollI:. Jacklltm'B Brigade, Brig.·Gen. John K. Jackson: 1st
CBEATR..ur'8 DIV1810N [Polk's Corp8], M",.-Gen. B. F. Oil. ICon1ed.) and 2d Ga. Battalion, Maj. J. C. Gordon;

Cheatham. 11th Ga., Col. C. P. Daniel; id Gll. Bat.tallon Bha~
&/:ort .. G,2d Gil. Cav., Capt. T. M. Merritt. sbooters, M",. R. H. Whiteley; 11th MIH., Lleut.-Col. W.
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L. 8ykllll (k). MlI,J. J. B. Herring; 8th 1lO1UI., Col. J. C.
Wilkinson. Brbcade Ion: k, lilI; W. 430; m, 6='lJO.
JlGM1/', Brif/ath. Brlg.-Gen. Georlfll Maney: 1st and 2'l'th
Tenn., Col. H. R. FeUd; 'th Tenn. (Prov. ArmYI, Col. J.
A. McMurry (kl. Lient.-eol. R. N. LewlB (WI, MlI,J. O. A.
Bradshaw (w), Capt. J. Bostick; lith and 9th Tenn., Col.
Georltll C. Porter; :Hth Tenn. Battallon Sharp-llhooten.
MlI,J. Frank Maney. Brigade 101!ll: Ie, M; w. 317; Ill, 15 =
886. SmUh" Brigath, Brlll'.-Gen. Preston Smith (k). Col.
A. J. Vaughan. Jr.: 11th Tenn•• Col. G. W. Gurdon; 12th
and '7th Tenn., Col. W. M. Watkins; 13thandlMth Tenn.,
Col. A. J. Vangh..u, Jr., Lleut.-Col. R. W. Pitman: 29th
Tl'nn•• CoL Horaoo Rloo; Dawson's Battalion * Sharp
shooters, MlI,J. J. W. DawROn (WI. MI\I. Wlll1am Green.
Brlgude loss: k, 42; w, 284; D1. 38 = 862. Wright" Bri
gade, Brll{.-Gen. Marcus J. Wright: 8th Tenn., Col. Jobn
H. AnderllOn; 16th Tenn.. CuI. D. M. Donnell; 28th Tenn..
Col. 8. S. Stanton; 88th Tcnn. and Murray's (Tenn.)
Battalion. Col. J. C. Carter; 51st and 62d. Tl'nn.• Lieut.
Col. John G. Hall. Bri/tade 101!ll: k,"; w, 400; Ill. 48=
4.87. Strahl" Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. O. F. Rtrnhl: 4th and
6th Tenn., Col. J. J. Lamb; IDth Tl'nn.• Col. F. 1\1.
Walker; :Hth Tenn., Col. J. A. WIlBon; 31st Tenn., Cnl.
E. E. Tansll; 33d TellO•• --. Brll(ade 1088: k, 19; w.
208: III, 28=2110. Artillery, 1\11\1. Melancthon Smith:
Tenn. Battery. Capt. W. W. Carnes; Ga. Battery. Copt.
John Scogin; Teun. Battery (Scott's I. Lleut. J. H.
Marsh (wI. Lieut. A. T. Watson; 1\I1n. Battery (Smith's),
Lieut. W. B. Turner; Min. Bat'y. Capt. T. J. Stanford.

HILL'S CORPS. Lieut.-Gen. Daniel H. Hill.
CLEBunNB's DIVL810N, MI\I.-Gen. P. R. Clebnrne.

Wood', Brif/ade, B~.-Geu.S. A. M. Wood: 16th Ala.,
MI\!. J. H. McGaughy (k). Capt. F. A. Ashford: S3d Ala.•
Col Bnmnel Adams; 45th AI.... Col. E. B. Breedlove;
18th Ala. Batrollon. 1011\1. J. H. Gibson r-l. Col. Samnel
Adams: S2d and 45th MI..... Col. M. P. Luwrey; Sharp
IIhooters. MoJ. A. T. Hawkins (kl, Capt. Dantd Coleman.
Brigade lou: k."; w. 680 = 77l1. Polk', Brif/ade, Brlg.
Gen. Lucius E. Polk: 1st AIk.• Col. J. W. Colqnttt; 3d
and 5th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith: 2d Tenn., Col. W.
B. Robertson: 85th Teun.• Col. B. J. Hili: 48th TeJlu.,
C.ol. O. H. Nixon. Brlgndp loss: k, 68: w, &4.1; m, 6 =
003. Duhler', Brigade. Brlg.-Gt-n. Jamell Dellhler (kl,
Col. R. Q_ 1lO11s: 19th aud 24th Ark., Lient.-(,~I. A. 8.
Hutchlu80n; lith. loth. and 16th Tex., Col. R. Q. MIIla,
Lleut.·CoI. T. Bcott Andel'8On; 17th, 18th. 24th. and 2lIth
Tex.. ('01. F. C. W!lkl'S (WI, Lieut.-('ol. John T. Colt,
HI\I. W. A. Taylor. Brigade loss: k, 62; w,886=418.
ArtUle11/, HI\!. T. R. Hotchklu (WI. Cnpt. HenryC. Sem
pie: Ark. Battery (Calvert's). Lieut. Tholllas J. Key;
Tex. Rattery, Capt. J. P. DouglWl; Ala. Battery. Cnpt.
Henry C. Bempll', Llent. R. W. Goldthwalte
BRECKINRIDOE'S IJIVISION, MI\I.-Oen. J. C. Brecklnrldge.

Helm'. Brigade, BrIK.-Gen. nen.famln H. Helm (k).
Col. J. H. Lewis: 41st Ala., Col.l\I. L. ~huisel; 2d Ky.•
Col. J. W. Hewitt (kl. Llent.·Col. J. W. Moss; 4th Ky.•
Col. Joseph P. Nuckols. Jr. (WI. MI\I. T. W. Thompson;
lith Ky.. Col. J. H. Lewis. Lleut.·Col. M. H. Cofer; 9th
Ky.• CuI. J. W. Caldwell ("'1. Lieut.-Col. J. C. Wickliffe.
BrIl1:ade loss: k, G3; w. fOIl = 471. Adama', Brigade. Brlg.
Gen. Daniel W. Adnms (wand c), Col. R. L. Glb8on:
S2d Ala., MoJ. J. C. Kimbell; 13th and 20th Lu.., Col. R.
L. GIbBOn. Col. Leon vun Zinken, Capt. E. M. DubNX'a;
16tb and 25th La.. Col. D. Gober; 19th La., Lieut.-('ol. R.
W. Tunler (w), MI\I. L. But,ler (kl, Capt. H. A. Kenned)';
14th La. Battalion, MoJ. J. E. Austin. Brigade loss: k,
'\\' and m = 429. SlotlaU', Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. M. A.
Siovall: 18t and 3d Fla., Col. W. S. Dilworth; 4th Fla.,
Col. W. L. L. Bowen; 47th Ga., Capt. William S. Phllllpll
(W), Capt. Joseph S. Cone; lIOth N. C., Lieut.-Col. J. H.
Ray (wI. Capt. J. T. Weavpr. BrlKRde Ion: k, 87; w.
282: m, f6 = 315. ArtlUerp" MI\I. R. E. Gravee (k): Ky.
Battery, Capt. Robert Cobb: Tenn. Rattery, Capt. John
W. Mebane; La. Battery. Capt. C. H, Slocomb.

RESERVE CORPS. MI\I.-Gen. W. H. T. Walker.
W.lLKIUl'lI DIVISIOIf, Brlg.-Gen. S. R. Gist.

our, Brigade. Brlg.-Gen. S. R. GIBt, Col. P. H. Col-

qnttt (k), Lieut.-eol. L. Napier: flItb Ga.. ODL P. H.
Colqnttt, M",. A. H. Speer; 8th Ga. BattalIon, Lieut.-eoL
L. Napier; !Kth 8. C•• Col. C. H. SteveDII (w). Lieut.-eol
ElU80n Capers (w). Br!IJade )0118: k, '9; w.251; Ill,
38=836. .EcIDr', BrIgade, BrI/t.-Gen. M. D. Ector:
Ston,,'s Alo. Battallon. --; Pound'lI H.IIOII. Battalion.
--; 29th N. C••--; 9thTexaa,--; 10th. 14th, and
S2d Tex. Cav. cdlsmonntod), --. Brilgadel0B8: k,611:
w, 231/; m. 188 = fS6. Wilton', Brigatk, Col. C. C. WllllOn:
25th Ga.• Lieut.-Col. A. J. Williams ck); 29th Ga.,
Lleut. G. R. McRae; 30th G.... Lleut.-eol. Jame8 B..
Boynton; 1st Ga. Battallon Shatp-8booten, --; 4th
La. Battalion, --. Brigade Ion: k, t19; w. '26; m,
80=606. ArtUkrll: Hartln·s Battery. --.
LIDDELL'II DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. St. John R. Liddell.

Lidddl', Brigade, CuI. Daniel C. Govan: 2d and 15th
Ark., Lieut.-Col. R. T. Harvey; 5th and 18th Ark.• ('01.

L. Featbenton tk), Lieut.-Col. John E. Murray; 6th and
7th Ark., Col. D. A. GlIleeple (WI, Lient.-eol. P"ler
Snyder; 8th Ark. Dnd 1st La., Llent.-eol. George F.
Bancnm (WI, Mil.!. A. Watkins. Brigade lou: k. 73; w,
&02; m. 283 = 1lS8. WaUA.IlI·, Brif}ade. BrIg.-Gen. Eo C.
Walthall: !Kth MlsA., Lieut.-Col. R. P. McKelvatn.. (WI.
MI\!. W. C. Btaples (wI. Capt. B. F. Toomer, Capt. ;1. D.
Smith (w); 27th MI8&, Col. James A. Call1l,bell; 29th
MI8Il.• Col. William to'. Brantly; 80th Milia.• Col. Juntu
I. SCDlpAi (c), Lleut.-eol. Hugh A. Reynolds (k), 1ll1\J. J.
M. Johnson (w); 84th MI8&. HI\!. W. G. P~ (wI,
Capt. H. J. Bowen, Lieut.-eol. H. A. Beynolde (k).
Brigade loss; k. 61; w. &31; m, 1" = 788. ArlUhrJI,
Capt. Charlee Swett: Ala. Battery. Capt. W. H. Fowler
(WI; MIII8. Battery (Warren ~ht Art'y). Lieut. H.
Shannon. Artillery 10lltl Included In 10118 of brlgad..A

LEFT WING, Lleut.-Gt'u. James Longstreet.
HINDJlAN'1I DI\""I!lION (Polk'lI Corptlj, MlI,J.-Gen. T. C.

Hindman (W), Brlg.-Gen. J. Patton Andel'llOD. Stair
lou: w,l.

Audenlo,,', Brigade, BrIg.-Gen. J. Patton Andenon.
Col. J. H. Sharp: 7th HI8II.. Col. W. H. Billhop: 9tb 1'1188..
MI\!. T. H. Lynam; 10t.h Mlsll.. Lleut.-eol. Jaw... Ba.'"T;
'1st Miss., Col. W. F. Tucker; "th MINI., C.oI. J. H. flharp,
Lieut.-Col. R. G. Kelsey: 9th MII!ll. Batt. 8ho.rp-~hootl"n,
MoJ. W. C. Rlcbard8; Ala. Bnttery. Callt. J. Garnty.
Brlgadel08l1: k,BO: w.f6f; m,24=Ii68. Detu',Brigade.
Brlg.-Gen. Z. C. Dea8: IDth Ala., Col. 8amuel K. )1('.

Bpadden; 22d Ala.. Ueut.-Col. John WPCdon <k). Capt.
H. T. Toul.lllln; 25th Ala., C~l. George D. Johnllton;
39th Ala., Col. W. CL'Lrk; 50th Ala., Col.J. G. Coltan; 17th
Ala. Batt. SbRrp-ahooten, Capt. Jail. F. Nahen; Robl"rt
S0l1'8 Buttery, Lleut. S. R. Dent. Brigade 10Nl: k.123; ....
&'18; m. 28= 729. Manigault" Brigade, Brlg.-Ul"n. A. X.
Mnnlgault: 24th Ala., Col. N. N. DavlB; 28th Ala.. Col.
Johu C. Reid; 84th Ala.. MI\!. John N. Blaughtof'r; lCl'h
and 19th S. C.• Col. Jume" F. Prenley; AI... Battery
(Waters's). Lieut. Charles W. Watklnll. Brigade 1088: k,
llll; w, 426; m.4'1=589.

RUCKNER'R CORPS, MlI,J.-Gen. !limon B. RncknC"r.
STEWAIlT'S IIIVISION. MII.!.-Gen. Alexander P. fltewart.

Ataft'loss: w. 1: m, 1 =2.
John.all·, Brif/ade (/IttaC"hed to Johnson'A Pro"Ill

lonal DlvlAlonl. Brlg.oOen. Busbrod R. JohnAOn.
Col. J. R. Fulton: 17th Tenn. Lieut.-Col. Watt W.
Floyd; 2Sd Tenn.. Col. R. H. Kf'eble; 25th Tenn., Lient.
Co!. R. B. Bnowden; "th Tenn., Llent.·C.o1. J. L. HI'
Ewen, Jr. (w), MI\!. G. M. Crawford; GlL Battery. Lieut.
W. S. Everett. BrI~e 1088: k, 28; .... 2'l'1; m. U = 373.
BrotDfI', Brigade. BrljiIt.-Gen. John t. B1'Own (w). C..I.
Edmnnd C. Cook: 18th Tenn., Co), J. B. Palmer I"".
Lieut.-Col. W. R. Hullcr (WI. Capt. Gideon H. Lowe:
26th Tenn., Col. J. H. LUlard (lrl. MlI,J. R. H. Sdell; 33d
Tenn., Col. Edmund C. Cook. Capt. c. G. Tucker; 4.Iith
Tenn., Col. A. searcy; 2Sd Tenn. Batt.. MI\!. T. W. New
man (wl, Capt. W. P. SlmplIOn. Brigade 10118: lr, 110: w.
'26; lD. 4 = 4.80. Bale" Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. WlWaIn B.
Bate: G8th Ala.. Col. BUllhrod Jonee; 87th Ga., CoL A.
F. Rudler (w). Lient.-Col. Joseph T. Bmlth; 'th Ga.
Battallon llhal'p-llhooter8, Mild. T. D. euwell !WI, <::apt.

oft Compoeed of two compa.olea from tile IIt1. TenD., two from the lSU1 and 47th TeDD. (ooollOlldat.004l. &Dol
onll fl'ODl tbll IMth tlenlor Tenn.
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B. x. TonIer (W), Lieut. Joel Towel'll; 11th and 31th
TenD., 001. a c. Tyler (WI, Lleut.-<Jol. a D. FJ'ayeer (W),
capt. H. 1Il. Tankeeley; ~ Tenn., 001. T. B. 8mith
(WI, lII~. W. lII. 8hy. BrlKBde 10811: k, 63; w, 630; m,
11 =IICH. OkJIIUm'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. H. D. Clayton
(w): 18th Ala., Col. J. T. Holtzclaw (w), IJeut.-<JoI. R.
F. Inge (m WI, lIIl\I. P. F. Hunley; 88th Ala., 001. L. T.
Woodrulr; 88th Ala., IJeut.-eo1. A. R. Lankford. BrI
Kade 10118: k,llll; w, liS; m,16 =lI19. Artillertl,lII~.J. W.
Eldridge: 18t ArIL Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphrey8; Ga.
Battery (Dawson·81. IJeut. R. W. Anderson; Eufanla
Art'y, Capt. McD. Oliver. Artillery 1088 : k,'; w, 23=~.
PRESTON'S DIVllllON, Brlg.-Gen. WUUam Pre8ton.

Grat:ie'. Brigu,'e, Brlg.-tien. Archlbuld Gracie, Jr.:
&3d Ala., 001. Y. M. lIIoody; 18t Ala. Battnllon, ~ Lleut.
Col. J. H. Holt (WI. Capt. G. W. Huguley; 2d Ala.
Battallon. ~ Lieut.-Col. BolUn~ Rail, Jr. (WI, Capt. W.
D. Walden (WI; 3d AlII. Battalion, ~ M~. Joseph W. A_
8anford; 'th Ala., ~ lIIl\I. J. D. McLf>nnan; 63d Tenn.,
Lil.'ut.-Co\. A. Fulkenoll (WI, M~. John A. Aiken. Bri
gade 1088: k, 90; w, 171; m, 2= 868. Trigg'. Brigade.
Col. Robert C. Trigg: 1st Fla. Cav. (dismounted). Col.
G. T.lIIaxwell; 8th Fla.. Col. J. J. Finley; 7th Flo., Col.
a Bullock; Mtb Va., IJeut.-CoI. Jobn J. Wade. BrlKDde
10811: k, &8; w, 231; m, '=281. KeUII·. Bngade, Col. J.
H. K..lIy: 85th Ga., 001. R. H. Moore; 6th Ky., Col. H.
Hawll:lns; 68th N. C., Col. John B. Palmer (w); 83d Va.,
MI\!. J. lII. French. Brigade los8: k, 88; w, 2&1; m,
3 = 310. Artillertl Ba/lGlitm, lII~. A. Leyden: Ga.
Battery, Capt. A. M. Wollbln; Ga. Battery, Capt. T. M.
Peeples; Va. Battery, Capt. W. C. Jeft're8d; tia. Battery
(York·M). Artillery 1088: w,8.

RE..BBVB ARTILLBRY, MI\!. 8. C. Williams: Baxter's
(Tenn.) Battery; Darden's (MI88.) Battery; Kolb's
(Ala., Battery; McCant·s (Fla.) Battery. Artillery1088 :
k, 2; _,2='.
.I0HN80N'S DIVISION,} Brlg.-Gen. Bushrod R. John80n.

Gregg'. Brigad~, Brlg.-Gen. John Gre/{g (W), Co\. C. A.
Hn,,;/{: 3d Tenn., Col. C. H. Walker; lotb Tenn.. Col.
Wlillam Grace; 30tb Tenn.• --; '1st Tenn., IJent.
Col. Jamell D. Tillman (w); 60th Tenn•• Col. C. A. Bug,,;,
Lh·ut.-<Jol. T. W. Beaumont Ikl. MI\!. C. W. Robertson
(W). Col. C. H. Walker; 18t Tenn. Battalion. lIII\!. S. H.
Colms /w), MI\!. C. W. Robertson; 7th TexDB, Col. H.
B. Granbnry (W). MI\!. K. M. Vanzandt; Mo. Battery
(BledBOe'.), Lleut. a L. Wood. Brigade 10118: k, 109;
w. '7'; m,18=6Ol. MeNair'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. E.
McNair (w). Col. D. Coleman: 1st Ark. Monnted RUles,
Col. Robert W. Hurpe" (m W); 2d Ark. llonnted Rilles.
Col. James A. WIlUDmsoD; 2llt.h Ark., Llent.-Ool. Ell
Hnf5tedler (w); 'th nnd 31st Ark. and 'th Ark. Battru
ion, MI\!. J. A. Roe.; 3~th N. C•• Col. D. Coleman; 8. C.
Battery. Cspt. J. F. Culpeper. Brigade lo~s: k, 61; w,
336; m. M =&61.

LONGRTREET'S CORPS, , M~.-Gen. John B. Hood
IWI. 8ta11'loss: w.l.
.cLAWS'8 DIVIRION. Brlg.-Gl.'n. Joseph B. Kf\nohaw, MI\!.

Gen. LafDyette MeLnw•.
Kershaw'lI Brigade. Brig.-GeIl. Joseph B. Kershaw:

2d 8. C.• Llent.-Col. F. Gaillard; 3d S. C.• (',01. Jame8 D.
Nnnce: 7th S. C.• Llrnt.-Col. Elbert BIl\lld (It), MI\!. John
R. Hard Ik), Capt. E. J. Gol\'gaDA; 8th 8. C.. Col. Jobn
W. Hpnllflan; 16th B. C., Llent.-Col. Joseph F. Gist; 3d
II. C. Battalion. Capt. J. M. Townsend (It). Brlgnde 1088:
k. 68; w. &19; m. l='S8. WoJford'.Brigade,* Brlg.
Gpn. W. T. Wolford: 18th Ga., --; 18th Ga., __ ;
'lith Ga., --; 3d Ga. Battalion 8harp-ehooten,--;
Cobb's (Ga.) Leg1on,--; PhllUps'. 1GB.) I,eglon, --.
Humpllrer/a'. Brigah. Brll\'.-Gen. Benjamin G. Hum
phreys: lath Miss.. --; 17th MIII8., --; 18th MIII8.,
---; 218tllllll8.,~ BrlKBdel088: k,20: w,l32 =162.
Bf'JIlJn'lI Brigade.*Brl/{.-Gen. Goode Bryan: loth G....
--; seith Ga., --; 61.t Ga.. --; 83d Ga., --.

~ HlIllanl·. Legion.
II Pro\1slonal, embraclnll' J ohnllOn's MId. part of the time.

Ho()..rt..,n's brllllldllll, l1li well as Gmglr's and MoNaIr's.
s.pl. 19. attaclled to LonlUtreet's 0Cl1')IlI nnder Hood.

\
Orlr&llIUtlOD taken from ....tnrn of Lee's army far A1II'.

1I1. 1188. Plokett'l 41vllton willi len 10 Vlrll1JJla.

BooD'S DIVIRION, MI\!.-Geu. John B. Hood" BrIg.-Gen.
E. Molver Law.

Jmkiru'. Brigade, I Brlg.-Gen. Micah Jenll:lns; lat
8. C., --; 2d S. C. Rilles, --; 6th S. C., --; 6th
B. C., --; Hampton Legion, --; Palmetto (B. C.)
Sharp-sbooten. --. Latl'·. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. E.
McIver Law, Col. Jamee L. Sheftield: 'th Ala., --;
16th Ala.. CoL W. C. Oattl8; uth Ala•• --; '7th Ala.,
--; &8th Ala.,--. Brigade 1088: k, 61; w,929=
990. RoberI«m'1I Brigade, I Brlg.-Gen. J. B. Robert80n,
Col. Van. H. Manning: 3d Ark., Co\. Van H. Manning;
1st TexaR, Capt. R. J. Hardieg; 'th Texllll, Col. John P.
Bane (W), Capt. R. H. Bll88ett (w); ~th TexaR, J. C.
Rogen (w). Capt. J. S. Cleveland (w). Capt. T. T. Clay.
BrlKBde 1088: k,7S; w, &67; m, 36=670. A....ur.on·.
Brigade,"" Brlg.-Gen. George T. Anderson: 7th GB..
--; Sth Gn., --; 9th Ga., --; 11th Ga., --;
89th Ga.,~ .Benning'lI Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Henry L
Rennln/{: 2d Ga.. Lleut.-CoL William S. 8hepherd (w).
lIII\!. W. W. Charlton; 15th Ga•• Col. D. M. Du Bo..e (w).
MI\!. P. J. Shannon; 17th Ga., IJent.-Cul. Charle8 W.
Matthews (m W); 20th Ga., Col. J. D. Waddell. Brlgade
10M: k, &8; w, 'lI6: m. 6 = '88.

CORPS ABTILLBRy.1 Col. E. Porter Alexander: 8. C.
Battery (Flekllng'B); Va. Battery (Jordan's); La. Bat
tery (Moody's); Va. Battery (Parker'.); Va. Battery
(Taylor's); VB. Battery (Woolfolk'B).

RESERVE ARTILLERY. ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
MI\!. Felix H. Robertson: Barret'. (Mo.) Battery; Le
Gardel1r'8 (La.) Battery; Havls'B (Al... ) Battery; Luw..
den'8 (Ala.) Battery; MD8Benburg's (Ga.) Battery. Ar
tillery 108s: k. 2; w. 1= s.

CAVALRY, MI\!.-Gen. Joseph Wheeler.
WHARTON'S DIV1l!ION. BrI~.-Gf\n. John A. Wharton.

nr.t Brigade, Col. C. C. Crews: 7th Ala., --; 2d
Ga..--; 3d Ga.,--; 'th Ga.. CoL IllIllIC W. Avery.
Buorul Brigade, 001. ThoWM HarrlIlOD: 3d Confederate,
Col. W. N. E8teB; 1Bt Ky•• Llent..('ol. J. W. Grlftith; Uh
Tenn.• Col. Panl F. Andenon; 8tb Texa8, --; 11th
TexaB, --; Ga. ~attery (WLlte'8).
JlARTIN'S DIVISION, BrllI'.-Gen. WIlliam T. Martin.

Ftrllt Brigade. Col. J. T. Mor~n; 18t Ala., --; 3d
Ala., Llent.-Ool. T. H. Manldln; 61st Ala., --; 8th
Confederate, --. &eond Brigade. Col. A. A. RUARell:
'th Ala.. t --; 1st Confederate, Col. W. B. Wade;
Ark. Battery (WI~g1ns'sl. Roddey'll Brigade, Brlg.-Gen.
P. D. RolIdAY; 'th Ala., t Lieut.-Col. William A. John
8On; fith Ala•• --; Ii3d Ala., --; Tenn. Reg't(For
re6t·S); Ga. Battery (Newell·8). Loss of Wheeler's cav
alry (estlmnted). 311 kllll.'d. wounded, and ml88lng.

FORRE8T'R CORPS. Brl~.-Gen.N. B. Forreet.
AR."TROIIO·S DIVISION. Brlg.-Gen. Frank C. Armstrong.
A MnIl/rong'lI Brigade. Col. J. T. Wbeeler: 3d Ark.,--;

1st Tenn., --; 18th Tenn. Baltallon. Ma.!. Cbarlee
MrDonald. ForruI'1I Brigade, Col. G. G. Dlbn'll: 'th
Tenn.• Col. W. 8. lIIcLemore; 8th Tenn•• Capt. Hamilton
Me.Glnnls; 8t.h Tenn., Col. J. B. Biffle; loth Tenn., CoL
N. N. Oox; 11th Tenn.• Col. D. W. Holman; Bhaw's Bat
talion. Mllj. J. Elhaw; Tenu. Battery. Capt. A. L Hug
Klus ; Tenn. Battery, Capt. John W. Morton.
PEORAlI'S DlVl810N (eomp081t1on of dlvl810n uncertain).

Brlg.-Gen. John PeJ(I"Rm.
DaMdllon'. Brigade. Brl/{.-Gen. H. B. Davidson: 1st

Ga.. --; 8th Ga., Col. John R. Hart; lith N. C., --;
Rucker'" Lelt!on. --; Tenn. Battery (Huwald·sl.
Ikotfll Brigade, 001. J. S. Reott: loth Confederate, Co!.
C. T. Goode; Dl.'tachment of Morgan's C'OIDwand, Lient.
001. a M. Martin; 1At Ln., --; 2d Tl.'nn.•--; 6th
Tenn•• --; 12th Tenn. Battalion, --; 18th Tenn.
Battnllon, Ca)Jt. J. Q. Arnold (W) ; La. Battery (IIeOtlon).
--. Bri/{ade 10lI8: k. 10; 'v. 99 = '9.

Total Confederate 10811: lrllled. 23lIlI; wonnded. 13,'12;
eaptnredor mlssln,,;, 2003= 17.llOIo.

*LonjfltnM't's report. IndlC'atea that th_ brlplllll dId
not arrive In tIme to take part In the battle.

I Did nnt arrive In time to taIle part In ti,e battle.
.,., Served part of time In JohnlOn's Provioional Division.
t Two 1"t'glmenta of the I18me dllllllfTlatloo. Llent.-Col.

J'ohDlIOD oommu4ed that In 1lod4ey's brlp4e.
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All to tbe IItrength of the Confederate army at Cbto~
mauga, Ml\lor E. C. Dawclloontrlbuted to .. The Century "
magaztne, for April, 1888, the following note :

.. An cumlnatlon of the original retul1JsllI the War Depart
ment. whioh I ba\"~ IJ~rMJlIall.)· made, shuws U.I" folluwiuK re.
sui&.: Ol'lJer.. l Bragg'" l't't.unl,31Ht ut AUgUKt, 1863, ahows
nulter the headluK 'pl"8Rtmt fur tluty,' umC~ht amt wtm,
(8,998. Thts return tte)68 uuttuchute tll8 IUvtRluUM uf General
Brt'cktorhlg8 or Oeb~rlll PJ",M10ll. the In''ignlle" uf UeDel"als
On·gg and KoN'aJr, or tilt' reenfurcement llt'uught by HOllera!
Long.tl_t. The strength of "",ch la lIOOul·al.<>ly glveu til

CODfederate 011101&1 returns. The IoIA1 CODf..I &<> f .........
avallall1" for lIattle at ChlollamlU'/C& .... u f..n : General
B....lII'lI'·s anuT. :l1ot of Angnst. 1863, fm' dul,y. 48,998; 1.oDI!'
st"eet'. CODlDland (Hood'. and lIIcl.K\\"s'. dIvIBluu.). lIy "',
tlll'U of Arbl)' of Northnu Vlrglula. Sbt of AUIflI.1. 1863.
for duty, 11.716; Brt:oklurhll!'e'o .llvi.lolI.lly hi. ollloial , ....
»011. In •Confederate Re\.,rt. of Battl....• for dUl)". 8769;
PreHton's tllvlslllD, by !Jle clfflclal ""port io I Coutet1t"-rBt<f!
Reporta of BatUe." tor cluly. 41109; BrlJt1M\... ..r Ure""
aud McNair, lIy General Buslrrod JoJlU8C1U'IJ amellL] report
(Mo. HI.t. Sue. Papers. Vol. XIll.). for daty. 2669.- tDUlI.
71.b61."

THE LITTLE STEAMBOAT THAT OPENED THE "CRACKER LINE."

BY WILLlAK G. LE DUe, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL AND ASSISTANT QUABTERXA8TER, U. 8. V.

I N answer to the urgent demand of Roseerans for
rellnforcements, the Eleventh Corps (Howard's)

and the Twelfth Corps (Slocum's) were sent from
the east to his assistance under command of Gen
eral Hooker. Marching orders were received on
the 22d of September, and the movement was
commenced from the east side of the Rappahan
nock on the 24th j at Alexandria the troops and
artillery and officers' horses were put on cars, and
on the 27th started for Nashville. On the 2d of
October the advl!once reached Bridgeport, and on
the 3d Hooker established headquarters at Steven
son, and Howard the headquarters of the Eleventh
Corps at Bridgeport,) then the limit of railroad
travel, eight miles east of Stevl"nson.

The short reach of 26 miles of railroad, or 28
miles of road that ran nearly alongside the rail
road, was now all that was neoessary for the se
curityof the important position at Chattanooga.
But Rosecrans must first secure possession of the
route, and then rebuild the long truss-bridge across
the Tennessee River, and the trestle, one-quarter
of a mile long and 113 feet high, at Whiteside, or
Running Water, which would ta.ke longer than his
stock of provisions and fors.ge would last.

To supply an army of 40,000 or 50,000 men,
having several thousand animals, in Chattanooga,
by wagons, over country roads 28 miles long, in
winter, would be a most difficult, but not an im
possible task. Rosecraus determined to build some
small, fiat-bottomed steamers, that could navigate
the river from Bridgeport, and trausport supp}jps to
Kelley's Ferry or William's Island (either within
eSllyreach from Chattanooga), which would enable
him to supply his army with comfort, until the
railroad could be repaired. The enemy held Look
out Mountain, commanding both river and rail
road above William's Island. This position was
then deemed impregnable. The Confederates also
had an outpost on Raceoon Mountain, co=anding
the river completely and also overlooking a road
that skirted the river-bank on the nOl·th side for a

I General Grant lIays [Mee p. 6891: .. Hooller bad
brougbt wltb blm fmm tbe ell8t a fllJl SIII,pl)' of lImd
transllOrtatloD. BIs Mlmals blUl not been .ubjected
to hard work on bad roads wltbout forage. but were In
!lOod condition."

This sbouhl bave beeu the fal1:. but unfortunately WaR
not. Hooker's command, wben orden>d wellt. had land
transportation or tbe mOllt eftlclent desllrlptlon. more
than 8000 mulee and bol'll8ll, s_ned to army work lu
marches made through Virginia clay and quleband.

short distance, thus making the long detour ovp.r
Waldron's Ridge necessary to communication be
tween Stevenson, BridgPport, and Chattanooga.
The river, where it pa88es throngh the llaecoon
Range, is very rapid aud nalTOW j the place is
known as the Suck, and in navigating up stream
the aid of windlass and shore-lines is necessary.
Kelley's Landing, below the Suek, is the debouch
ment of a low pass through Raccoon Mountain,
from Lookout VaIley, and is Vo"ithin eight or tEln
miles of Chattanooga.

At Bridgeport I found Captain Edwards, As
sistant Quartermaster, from Detroit, preparing to
build a steamboat to navigate the river, by mount
ing au engine, boiler, and stprn-wheel on a tlat
bottomed IlCOW, to be used in carrying and towing
up supplies until the completion of the railroad.

I quote from my Diary:
Oct. 5, IA63.-General Hooker was over yp&

terday. . and examined the little Sl'OW. Hp
appreciated the probable importance of the boat.
and ordered me to take it in hand peI'llonally
and see that work wall crowded on it Sll fast lLS

possible. We also looked over the grade
of the Jasper Bf'ltIlch Railroad, which is abo,'p
high-water mark, and must be used if supplies are
sent ou the north side of the river. He direl'tt'd
me to send him a report in writing, aud a copy
for General Rosecrans, of my observations and
suggestions, and to go ahead and do what I could
without waiting for writtt'!1 orders. I turnptl m~

attention to the boat. Captain Edwards has em
ployed a ship-builder from Lake Erie-Turnpr. au
exceIlent mechanic, who has built lake ,"e!ll'.. I"
and steamers, but who is not so familiar with the
construction of flat-bottomed, light-draught rivpr
steamers. He has a numbpr of ship and other car
penters engaged, with some dptailed wpn from our
own troops, making an efficient foree. Mpn who Clm

be serviceable Sll l'Ough carpenters are abundant;
not so with calkers, who will soon be needNl. I
hope. Thp frame of the boat is set on blOl'ks, and j,.

from Frodorll'ksburg t() Gettysburg and boL'k to tbC"
Rappabannol'k; but aRlllust proteAt they were "rd...!'Ed
to be tumed Into tbe corrals lOt All"xandrla aDd "'_b·
Ingtou. The8e cholco and efficleut trains, t.bat l.'Ould bt
relloo. on to do ell'ecttve work day n.nd nlgbt. weft' tbm.
broken np. and the want of tbem WIWI SOOD after moet
serlously folt on tbe Tenne88e6. Hooker's b'ooPII .....n
supplled from tbe corral at NaahvUle witb all eo".. of
anJmalll. young and old. broken and unbrokf!ll. IlIBD:Y
died OD tbe rolld before 1'8IMlbtng Brtdfltlport_ W. G, L
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only five or six feet above the present water of the
river. This mountain stream mU8t be subject to sud
.len tloods, which may make trouble with the boat.

Oct. 16.- . . . I found Turner, the master
mechanic, in trouble with the hull of the little
boat. The planking was nearly 0.11 on, and he was
getting ready to calk and pitch her bottom when
I went to Stevenson. The water had risen so rap
idly that it was witbin sixteen or eigbteen incbes
of her bott~m planks when I returned, and Turner
was loading her decks with pig-iron that the reb
els had left near the bridge-head. He thought he
would thus keep the bull down on the blocking,
and after the waters went down would tben go
on and finish.

"But," I said, "Turner. if the planking gets wet,
yon cannot calk and pitch until it dries." "That's
true; and it would take two weeks, and may befour,
to dry her after she was snbmerged, and who knows
how high it may rise and when it will abate f"
.. Then, Turner, what's the use of weighing it down
with pig-iron. RosecraIUl's army depends on this
little boat: he must have supplies before two
weeks. or quit Chattanooga. Can't you cro88-timber
your blocks, and raise tbe hull faster than the water
riees'" "No; I've thought of tbat, and believe it
would be usele88 to try it. Captain Edwards and I
concluded the only thing we could do was to weigh
it down with pig-iron, and try to hold it, but if the
water rises very high it will be swept away, pig
iron and all!" .•• I went rapidly over to Edwards's
tent ..• and found him in hi!! bunk, overcome by
constant work, anxiety, and despair•••. In an
Swer to my question if nothing better could be done
than weigh the hull down with pig-iron he said,
"No; I've done all I can. I don't know what the

water wants to rise for here. It never rose this way
where I was bronght up, and they're expecting this
boat to be done inside of two weeks, or they will
have to fall baek!" I turned from his tent, and
stood perplexed, staring vacantly toward the pon
toon-bridge. I saw a number of extra pontooIUl
tied to the shore-Hat-bottomed boats, 10 to 12
feet wide and 30 feet long, the sides 18 inches high.
I counted them, and then started double-quick for
the boat-yard, hallooingtoTumer, "Throw off that
iron, quick! Detail me three carpenters: one to
bore with a two-and-a-balf or three-inch anger, and
two to make plugs to fill the holes. Send some
laborers into all the camps to bring every bucket,
and find some careful men who are not afraid to go
under the boat and knock out blocks 8S fast as I
bring them down a pontoon."

Turner, who had been standing silent and
amazed at my excitement and rapid orders, ex
claimed, with a sudden burst of conviction,
"That's it! Tbat'll it! That'll do! Hurrah! We'll
save her yet. Come here with me under the boat,
and help knock out a row of blocks." And he
jumped into the water up to his arm-pits, leaving
me to execute my own orders. The pontoons were
dropped down the river, the holes were bored in the
end allowing them partly to fill, and they were then
pulled under the boat all fast as the blocks were
out. The holes were then plugged, and the water
was dipped until they begsn to lift' up on the bot
tom of the hull, and when all were under that
were necessary, then rapid work was rt'sumed with
the buckets, till. by 2 o'clock in the morning she
was safely ridinj( on the top of the rising waters.
They are now calking and pitcbing her as rapidly
all possible, and fixing beams for wheel and en-

.
Digitized by GoogIe
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gin.; as many men are at work as can get around
on her to do anything.

A,j'ternorm, 16ca.- General Howard rode out with
me to examine the bridge work on Jasper road,
let out to some citizenB living inside our lines.
They are dull to comprehend, slow to execute, and
need constant direction and supervision. Showed
General Howard the unfinished railroad grade to
Jasper, and my estimate of the time in which it
can be made passable for cars if we can get the
iron, and if not, of the time in which we can use
it for wagons.

On October 19th, under General Rosecrans's or
ders to General Hooker, I was charged with the
work on this road.

20th.-Commenced work on the Jasper branch.
22d.- General Grant and Quartermaster-Gen

eral Meigs arrived on their way to the front ldth
Hooker and staff. I accompanied them as far as
Jasper. During the ride I gave Grant what in
formation I had of the country, the streams, roads,
the work being done and required to be done on
the Jasper branch, also on the steamboat. He
saw the impossibility of supplying by the dirt
road, aud approved the building of the JB8per
branch, and extending it if practicable to Kelley's;
al80 appreciated the importance of t,he little steam
boat, which will be ready for launching to-morrow
or Saturday. General Meigs . . . approved of the
Jasper branch scheme and gave me a message
ordering the iron forwarded at once.

23d.- Steamboat ready to launch to-morrow.
Railroad work progres8ing.

24th.- Steamer launched safely.
26th.-Work on boat progressing favorably; a8

many men are at work on her as can be employed.
Extract from a letter dated Nov. 1st, 1863:
I had urged forward the construction of the little

steamer day and night, Bud started her with only
a skeleton of a pilot-house, without waiting for a
boiler-deck, which was put on afterward as she
was being loaded. Her cabin is now being covered
with canvas. On the 29th she made her first trip,
with two barges, 34,000 rations, to Rankin's
Ferry, and returned. I loaded two more barges dur
ing the night, and started at 4 o'elock A. M. on the
30th for Kelley's Ferry, forty-five miles distant by
river. The day was very stormy, with unfavorable
head-winds. We made slow progress against the
wind and the rapid current of this tortuous moun
tain stream. A hog-chain broke, and we floated
down the stl't'am while repairing it with help of
block and tackle. I ordered the engineer to give
only steam enough to overcome the current and
keep crawling up, fearful of breaking some steam
pipe connpction, or of starting a leak in the limber
half-braced boat. Had annther break, and again
floated helplessly down while repairing; straight
ened up once more, and moved on agRin-barely
moved up in some plBces where the current was
unnsually stron~; and so we kept on, trembling
and hoping, under the rpBponsibility of landinlo\'
safely this important cargo of rations. Night fell
npon us-the darkest night pos!!ible-with a driv
ing rain, in which, like a blind person, the little
boat was feeling her wll.y up an unknown riyer.

Captain Edwards bronght, as captain, a man named
Davis, from Detroit, who used to be a mate on B

Lake Erie vessel; but, ILB he was ignorant of river
boats or navigation, could not steer, and knew
nothing of wheel-house bells or signals, I could Dot
trust him on this important first trip. The only
soldier I could find who claimed auy knowledge of
the business of a river pilot WILB a man named
WiIliam8, who had steered on a steam-ferry run
ning between Cincinnati and Covington. Him I
put into the wheel-house, and a8 I had once owned
a folUth interest in a steamboat, and fooled away
considerable money andtime with her, I had learned
enough of the wheel to know which way to turn it,
and of the bell-pulls to 8ignlll Stop, Back, and Go
ahead. I went with Williams into the wheel-house,
and put Davis on the bows, to keep a lookout. AJI
the night grew dark, and finally black, Davis de
clared he could see nothing, and came back wring
ing his hands and 8aying we would .. surely be
wrecked if we did not land and tie up."

"There's a light ahead now, Davi8, on the north
shore."

" Ye8, and another on the 80uth, I think."
"One or both must be rebels' camp-fire8."
We tried to keep the middle of the river, which

is les8 than mU8ket-shot across in any part. After
a long 8truggle against wind and tide we got
abreast of the fir8t camp-fire, and 8aw the sentry
pacing back and forward before it, and hailed:

"Halloo! there. What troops are those'"
Backcame the an8wer in unmistakable Southern

patois: "Ninth Tennessee. Run your old ~a

kittle ashore here, and give U8 some hot whisky."
The answer was not comforting. I knew of no

Tennes8ee regiment in the Union service except
one, or part of one, commanded by Colonel St.okes.
and where that was I did not know. 80 we put
the boat over to the other shore as fast aI!l possible,
and to gain time I called out:

" Who's in command'"
" Old Stoke8, you bet."
"Never mind, William8, keep her in the middlf'.

WeTt' all right.-How far to Kelley's Ferry'"
" Rite over thar whar you see that fire. They 'rt"

8iUin' up for ye, I reekon."
"Steady, Williams. Kepp around the bend and

steer for the light."
And in due time we tied the steamboat and

barges 8afely to shorp, with 40,0(\0 rations and
3l:l,000 pounds of forage, within five miles of
General Hooker's men, who had half a brt'akfa,.-t
ration left in haver8acks; and within eight or t,'n
miles of Chattanooga,where tour cakesof hardb'rt'sd
and a qua,rter pound of pork made a three days'
ration. In Chattanooga thpre were but four boxp!"
of hard brpsd left in the commissary wart'housf'!'
on the morning of the 30th [OctobE'r]. About mid
nip:ht I started an orderly to rt'POrt to Gpneral
Hooker tht' safe arrival of the rations. The OT

derly returned about sunrise, and l'f'portt-d that
the news went throup:h the camp8 faster than bit<
horse, and the soldiers wpre jubilant, and ehf'pring
" The Cracker line open. Full rations, boYB! Three
cheers for the Cracker line," as if we had won aD

other victory; and we had.
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ot In an article in "The Century" magazine for
May, 1887, General Rosecrans says:

CHATTANOOGA.)

BY ULYSSES S. GRANT, GENERAL, U. S. A.

AFTER the fall of Vicksburg I urged strongly upon the Government the
.L":l.- propriety of a movement against Mobile. General Rosecrans had
been at Murfreesboro', Tennessee, with a large and well-equipped army from
early in the year 1863, with Bragg confronting him with a force quite equal
to his own at first, considering that it was on the defensive, But after the
investment of Vicksburg, Bragg's army was largely depleted to strengthen
Johnston, in Mississippi, who was being reenforced to raise the siege. I
frequently wrote to General Halleck suggesting that Rosecrans should move
against Bragg. By so doing he would either detain the latter's troops where
they were, or lay Chattanooga open to capture. General Halleck strongly
approved the suggestion, and finally wrote me that he had repeatedly ordered
Rosecrans to advance, but that the latter had constantly failed to comply
with the order, ~ and at last, after having held a council of war, replied, in
effect, that it was a military maxim "not to fight two decisive battles at the
same time." If true, the maxim was not applicable in this case. It would be
bad to be defeated in two decisive battles fought the same day, but it would
not be bad to win them. I, however, was fighting no battle, and the siege of
Vicksburg had drawn from Rosecrans's front so many of the enemy that his
chances of victory were much greater than they would be if he waited until
the siege was over, when these troops could be returned. Rosecrans was
ordered to move against the army that was detaching troops to raise the
siege. Finally, on the 24th of June, he did move, but ten days afterward
Vicksburg surrendered, and the troops sent from Bragg were free to return.~

It was at this time that I recommended to the general-in-chief the movement
against Mobile. I knew the peril the Army of the Cumberland was in, being
depleted continually not only by ordinary casualties, but also by having to
detach troops to hold its constantly extending line over which to draw sup
plies, while t1.le enemy in front was as constantly being strengthened. Mobile
was important to the enemy, and, in the absence of a threatening force, was
guarded by little else than artillery. If threatened by land and from the

coufleMlt1ve dayB. The roadB werl' BO hRd that It reqUired
four daYB for Crittenden's troops to nJarch seventeen
mlleB. Yet, on theUh of July, we bad pOl!Besslon of both
the euemy's Intrencbed eampB, and by the 7th, Bmgg'B
anny WaR In full retreat over the Cumberland MonntolnB

.. Since our forceB In rear of VlekBburg wonld bc en- Into Sequatchie vaHey, whence be procef'ded to Cbatta
dangered by General JOBepb E. JohnBton, If be Bbonld nooga,leavtng nB In full p0B8eRBIon of middle TenueBsoo
have enougb troopB, we must not drive Bragg ont of and of tbe damaged NaRbvllle and Chattanooga railway,
middle Tenne88ee nnt111t Bhall be too late for hlB com- with my headquortel"!l at WlncheRter.lIfty miles from our
mond to reenforce Jobnston'lI. Bragg's anny IR now, starting-point, MnrfreeRboro'. This mOVeUlf'nt wos 00
apparently, holding thla anny In cbeck. It Is t.bc m08t c.ompllBhed In flfteen daYB, and with a 10sB of only ll86
IJnportant service hec·au render to his ('RUBe. The Con- killed and wonnded." EDITORS.
federa.te authorities know it. They will uot order, nor ~ Late in AUW1st the divisions of Breckinridgl'
w1lllh'agl!i'ventnrctoaendawayanyaubatautlaldetach- and W. H. T. Walker were transferred from Mis
mentA. The news tbat VlckBburg could not hold out sissippi to Bragg's army, and the brigades of Gregg
over two or three weekB having reached u~, we be~an
om movementA to d1slodll'e Brll4;g from hla Intrenched and MoNair followed early in September. These
camp on the !Kth of June, 1863, It rained for Beventeen troops were engaged at Chickamauga.- EDITORS.

879
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water at the same time, the prize would fall easily, or troops would have to
be sent to its defen8e. Those troops would necessarily come from Bragg.

My judgment was overruled, however, and the troops under my command
were dissipated over other parts of the country where it was thought they
could render the most service. Four thousand were sent to Banks, at Kew
Orleans; five thousand to Schofield, to use against Price, in Arkansas; the
Ninth Corps back to Kentucky; and finally, in August, the whole of the
Thirteenth Corps to Banks. I also sent Ransom's brigade to Natchez, to
occupy that point, and to relieve Banks from guarding any part of the
river above what he had guarded before the fall of Port Hudson. Ransom
captured a large amount of ammunition and about five thousand beef cattle
that were crossing the river going east for the rebel armies. At this time the
country was full of deserters from Pemberton's army, and it was reported that
many had also left Johnston. These avowed they would never go b&-k to
fight against us again. Many whose homes were west of the river went there,
and others went North to remain until they' could return with security.

Soon it was discovered in Washington that Rosecrans was in trouble and
required assistance. The emergency was now too immediate to allow us to
give this assistance by making an att~ck in the rear of Bragg upon Mobile.
It was, therefore, necessary to reenforce directly, and troops were sent from
every available point. On the 13th of September Halleck te~graphedme to
send aU available forces to Memphis, and thence east along the Memphis and
Charleston railroad to cooperate with Rosecrans. This instruction was
repeated two days later, but I did not get even the first until the 23d of the
month. As fast as transports could be provided all the troops except a por
tion of the Seventeenth Corps were forwarded under Sherman, whose services
up to this time demonstrated his superior fitness for a separate command. ~ I
also moved McPherson, with most of the troops still about Vicksburg, east
ward, to compel the enemy to keep back a force to meet him. Meanwhile
Rosecrans had very skillfully manreuvred Bragg south of the Tennessee River,
and through and beyond Chattanooga. If he had stopped and intrenched,
and made himself strong there, all would have been right, and the mistake
of not moving earlier partially compensated: But he pushed on, with his
forces very much scattered, until Bragg's troops from Mississippi began
to join him. \ Then Bragg took the initiative. Rosecrans had to fall back
in turn, and was able to get his army together at Chickamauga, some miles
south-e88t of Chattanooga, before the. main battle was brought on. The

bIn hia "Personal Memoirs" (C. L. Webster &;
Co.) General Grant saya:

.. Soon after negotiations were opened with General
Pemberton for the surrender of the city. I notflled Sher
man, whoee troops estellded from HayneB's BllIft' on the
lett to the crOlllllnll' of the Vicksburg and Jackson road
over the Big Black on the right. and directed him to
hold hiB command In readlUl.'88 to advaoce and drive
the enemy from the State 88 800n 88 Vlcbburg sorren
dered. ••• JohnBton heard of the surrender of
Vlllubnrg almost 88 BOOD 88 It ooourred, and Immedl
.&ely fell baek on Jackson. On the 8th of Jnly Sherman
..... within ten mllea of Jackson, and on the 11th W88

clo86 up to the defl.'nll8ll of the city aDd lIhE'lliog the
town. The slege was kept up until the momtng of the
lTth, when It W88 found that the enemy had eVlIol"lIatEd
during the night. The weather "«'88 very hot. tlIE'~
daty. and the water bad. JohnBton delltroyed tile~
u he pa8lled. and had so mueh the atart that punndt
W88 uael6lls; but Bherman II6IIt one d1v1B1on. B~Jr' ..
to Brandon, fourteen mllea 688t of JlK'kBCIo. • • • 8Jler
man W88 orde/'fld haek to Vicksburg, and bIB t'rooJIB tnoIl
much the yme po8lt1on they had OClt'Uplt'C1 bE'fore - rr-
the B1R Black to Hayoea'B Blnfl'." EDITORS.

\ Braggwas also rellnforaed by LOllfllltreet, from
the A:rmy of Northem VirgiIlia.-BoITOBa.



CHATTANOOGA. 681

battle was fought on the 19th and 20th of September, and Rosecrans was
badly defeated, with a heavy loss in artillery, and some sixteen thousand
men killed, wounded, and captured. The corps under Major-General George
H. Thomas stOod its ground, while Rosecrans, with Crittenden and McCook,
returned to Chattanooga. Thomas returned also, but later, and with his
troops in good order. Bragg followed and took possession of Missionary
Ridge, overlooking Chattanooga. He also occupied Lookout Mountain, west
of the town, which Rosecrans had abandoned, and with it his control of the
river and river road as far back as Bridgeport. The National troops were
now strongly intrenched in Chattanooga Valley, with the Tennessee River
behind them, the enemy occupying commanding heights to the east and
west, with a strong line across the valley, from mountain to mountain, and
Chattanooga Creek for a large part of the way in front of their line.

On the 29th of September Halleck telegraphed me the above results, and
directed all the forces that could be spared from my department to be sent to
Rosecrans, suggesting that a good commander like Sherman or McPherson
should go with the troops; also that I should go in person to Nashville to
superintend the movement. Long before this dispatch was received Sherman
was already on his way, and McPherson also was moving east with most of the
garrison of Vicksburg. I at once sent a staff-officer to Cairo, to communi
cate, in my name, directly with the Government, and to forward me any and
all important dispatches without the delays that had attended the transmis
sion of previous ones. On the 3d of October a dispatch was received at Cairo
ordering me to move with my staff and headquarters to that city, and report
from there my arrival. This dispatch reached me on the 10th. I left Vicksburg
the same day, reached Columbus en route for Cairo on the 16th, and reported
my arrival at once. The reply to my telegram from Cairo, announcing my
arrival at that point, came on the morning of the 17th, directing me to pro
ceed immediately to the Galt House, Louisville, Kentucky, where I would
meet an officer of the War Department with my instructions. I left Cairo
within an hour after the receipt of this dispatch, going by rail by the way of
Indianapolis, Indiana. Just as the train I was on was starting out of the
depot at Indianapolis, a messenger came running up to stop it, saying the
Secretary of War was coming into the station and wanted to see me. I
had never met Mr. Stanton up to that time, though we had held frequent
conversations over the wires, the year before, when I was in Tennessee.
Occasionally, at night, he would order the wires between the War Depart
ment and my headquarters to be connected, and we would hold a conversa
tion for an hour or two. On this occasion the secretary was accompanied by
Governor Brough, of Ohio, whom I had never met, though he and my father
had been old acquaintances. Mr. Stanton dismissed the special train that
had brought him to Indianapolis and accompanied me to Louisville.

Up to this time no hint had been given me of what was wanted after I left
Vicksburg, except the suggestion in one of Halleck's dispatches that I had
better go to Nashville and superintend the operation of the troops sent to
relieve Rosecrans. Soon after we had started, the secretary handed me two
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orders, saying that I might take my choice of them. The two were identical
in all but one particular. Both created the Military Division of the Missis
sippi, giving me the command, composed of the Departments of the Ohio, the
Cumberland, and the Tennessee, and all the territory from the Alleghanies to
the Mississippi River, north of Banks's command in the south-west. One
order left the department commanders as they were, while the other relieved
Rosecrans and assigned Thomas to his place. I accepted the latter. We
reached Louisville after night, and, if I remember rightly, in a cold, drizzling
rain. The Secretary of War told me afterward that he caught a cold on that
occasion from which he never expected to recover.

A day was spent in Louisville, the secretary giving me the military news
at the capital, and talking about the disappointment at the results of some of
the campaigns. By the evening of the day after our arrival all matters of
discussion seemed exhausted, and I left the hotel to spend the evening away,
both Mrs. Grant (who was with me) and myself having relations living in
Louisville. In the course of the evening Mr. Stanton received a dispatch
lloom Mr. C. A. Dana [an officer of the War Department], then in Chatta
nooga, informing him that unless prevented Rosecrans would retreat, and
advising peremptory orders against his doing so. A retreat at that time
would have been a terrible disaster. It would not only have been the 108s
of a most important strategic position to us, but it would have been atteuded
with the loss of all the artillery still left with the Army of the Cumberland,
and the annihilation of that army itself, either by capture or demoralization.

All supplies for Rosecrans had to be brought from Nashville. The railroad
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between this base and the army was in possession of the Government up to
Bridgeport, the point at which the road crosses to the south side of the
Tennessee River; but Bragg, holding Lookout and Raccoon mountains west
of Chattanooga, commanded the railroad, the river, and the shortest and best
wagon roads both south and north of the Tennessee, between Chattanooga
and Bridgeport. The distance between these two places is but twenty-six
miles by rail; but owing to this position of Bragg all supplies for Rosecrans
had to be hauled by a circuitous route, north of the river, and over a moun
tainous country, increasing the distance to over sixty miles. This country
afforded but little food for his animals, nearly ten thousand of which had
already starved, and none were left to draw a single piece of artillery or even
the ambulances to convey the sick. The men had been on half rations of
hard. bread for a considerable time, with but few other supplies, except beef
driven from Nashville across the country. The region along the road became
80 exhausted of food for the cattle that by the time they reached Chattanooga
they were much in the condition of the few animals left alive there, "on the
lift." Indeed, the beef was so poor that the soldiers were in the habit of say
ing, with a faint facetiousness, that they were living on half rations of hard
bread and" beef dried on the hoof." Nothing could be transported but food,
and the troops were without sufficient shoes or other clothing suitable for the
advancing season. What they had was well worn. The fuel within the
Federal lines was exhausted, even to the stumps of trees. There were no
teams to draw it from the opposite bank, where it was abundant. The only
means for supplying fuel, for some time before my arrival, had been to cut
trees from the north bank of the river, at a considerable distance up the
stream, form raft~ of it, and float it down with the cun'ent, effecting a land
ing on the south side, within our lines, by the use of paddles or poles. It
would then be carried on the shoulders of the men to their camps. If a re
treat had occurred at this time it is not probable that any of the army would
have reached the railroad as an organized body, if followed by the enemy.

On the receipt of Mr. Dana's dispatch Mr. Stanton sent for me. Finding
that I WIlS out, he became nervous and excited, inquiring of every person he
met, including guests of the house, whether they knew where I was, and bid
ding them find me and send me to him at once. About 11 o'clock I returned
to the hotel, and on my way, when near the house, every person met was a
messenger from the secretary, apparently partaking of his impatience to see
me. I hastened to the room of the secretary and found him pacing the floor
rapidly, in a dressing-gown. Saying that the retreat must be prevented, he
showed me the dispatch. I immediately wrote an order assuming command
of the Military Division of the Mississippi, and telegraphed it to General
Rosecrans. I then telegraphed to him the order from Washington assigning
Thomas to the command of the Army of the Cumberland; and to Thomas
that he must hold Chattanooga at all hazards, informing him at the same
time that I would be at the front as soon as possible. A prompt reply was
received from Thomas, saying, "We will hold the town till we starve." I
appreciated the force of this dispatch later when I witnessed the condition of
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affairs which prompted it. It looked, indeed, as if but two courses were open:
one to starve, the other to surrender or be captured.

On the morning of the 20th of October I started by train with my staff,
and proceeded as far as Nashville. At that time it was not prudent to travel
beyond that point by night, so I remained in Nashville until the next morning.
Here I met for the first time Andrew Johnson, Military Governor of Tennes
see. He delivered a speech of welcome. His composure showed that it was
by no means his maiden effort. It was long, and I was in torture while he was
delivering it, fearing something would be expected from me in response. I
was relieved, however, the people assembled having apparently heard enough.
At all events they commenced a general hand-shaking, which, although trying
where there is so much of it, was a great relief to me in this emergency.

From Nashville I telegraphed to Burnside, who was then at Knoxville,-k that
important points in his department ought to be fortified, so that they could be
held with the least number of men; to Porter at Cairo, that Sherman's advance
had passed Eastport, Miss. [see p. 691], and that rations were probably on their
way from St.Louis by boat for supplying his army, and requesting him to send
a gun-boat to convoy them; and to Thomas, suggesting that large parties
should be put at work on the wagon road then in use back to Bridgeport.

On the morning of the 21st we took the train for the front, reaching Stev
enson, Alabama, after dark. Rosecrans was there on his way north. He
came into my car, and we held a brief interview in which he described yery
clearly the situation at Chattanooga, and made some excellent suggestions as
to what should be done. My only wonder was that he had not carried them
out. We then proceeded to Bridgeport, where we stopped for the night.
From here we took horses and made our way by Jasper and over Waldron's
Ridge to Chattanooga. There had been much rain and the roads were almost
impassable from mud knee-deep in places, and from washouts on the moun
tain-sides. I had been on crutches since the time of my fall in New Orleans,)
and had to be carried over places where it was not safe to cross on horseback.
The roads were strewn with the debris of broken wagons and the carcasses of
thousands of starved mules and horses. At Jasper, some ten or twelve miles
from Bridgeport, there was a halt. Howard had his headquarters there. From
this point I telegraphed Burnside to make every effort to secure 500 rounds
of ammunition for his artillery and small-arms. We stopped for the night at
a little hamlet some ten or twelve miles farther on. The next day we reachM
Chattanooga, a little before dark. I went directly to Thomas's headquarters,
and remained there a few days until I could establish my own.

During the evening most of the general officers called in to pay their
respects and to talk about the condition of affairs. They pointed out on the
maps the line marked with a red or blue pencil which Rosecrans had ('on
templated falling back upon. If any of them had approved the move, they

* General Burnside a88umed command of the
Department of the Ohio, succeeding General H. G.
Wright, on the 25th of Maroh, 1863.-EDITORS.

~ In August General Grant went to New Orleans

to confer with Banks about cooperating in mov~
ments that had been ordered west of the KiAIlis
sippi. During the visit his horse fell, severely
injuring him.-EDJTORB.
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did not say so to me. I found General W. F. Smith occupying the position
of chief engineer of the Army of the Cumberland. I had known Smith as a
cadet at West Point, but had no recollection of having met him after my
graduation, in 1843, up to this time. He explained the situation of the two
armies and the topography of the country so plainly that I could see it with
out an inspection. I found that he had established a saw-mill on the banks
of the river, by utilizing an old engine found in the neighborhood; and by
rafting logs from the north side of the river above had got out the lumber
and completed pontoons and roadway plank for a second bridge, one flying-
bridge being there already. He was also rapidly getting out the materials
for constructing the boats for a third bridge. In addition to this he had far
under way a steamer for plying between Chattanooga and Bridgeport when
ever he might get possession of the river. This boat consisted of a scow made
of the plank sawed out at the mill, housed in, with a stern-wheel attached
which was propelled by a second engine taken from some shop or factory.

I telegraphed to Washington this night, notifying Halleck of my arrival,
and asking to have Sherman assigned to the command of the Army of the
Tennessee, headquarters in the field. The request was at once complied with.

The next day, the 24th, I start-ed out to make a personal inspection, taking
Thomas and Smith with me, besides most of the members of my personal
staff. We crossed to the north side of the river, and, moving to the north of
detached spurs of hills, reached the Tennessee, at Brown's Ferry, some three
miles below Lookout Mountain, unobserved by the enemy. Here we left our
horses back from the river and approached the water on foot. There was a
picket station of the enemy, on the opposite side, of about twenty men, in
full view, and we were within easy range. They did not fire upon us nor
seem to be disturbed by our presence. They must have seen that we were
all commissioned officers. But, I suppose, they looked upon the garrison of
Chattanooga as prisoners of war, feeding or starving themselves, and thought
it would be inhuman to kill any of them except in self-defense. That night I
issued orders for opening the route to Bridgeport-a" cracker line," as the
soldiers appropriately termed it. [See p. 676.] They had been so long on short
rations that my first thought was the establishment of a line over which food
might reach them.

Chattanooga is on the sonth bank of the Tennessee, where that river runs
nearly due west. It is at the northern end of a valley five or six miles in
width through which runs Chattanooga Creek. To the east of the valley
is Missionary Ridge, rising from fiv.e to eight hundred feet above the creek,
and terminating somewhat abruptly a half-mile or more before reaching the
Tennessee. On the west of the valley is Lookout Mountain, 2200 feet above
tide-water. Just below the town, the Tennessee makes a turn to the south
and runs to the base of Lookout Mountain, leaving no level ground between
the mountain and river. The Memphis and Charleston railroad passes this
poiut, where the mountain stands nearly perpendicular. East of Missionary
Ridge flows the South Chickamauga River; west of Lookout Mountain is
Lookout Creek; and west of that, the Raccoon Mountain. Lookout Mountain
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at its northern end rises almost perpendicularly for some distance, then
breaks off in a gentle slope of cultivated fields to near the summit, where it
ends in a palisade thirty or more feet in height. On the gently sloping
ground., between the upper and lower palisades, there is a single farm-houS<',
which is reached by a wagon road from the valley to the east.

The intrenched line of the enemy commenced on the north end of Mission
ary Ridge and extended along the crest for some distan(~e south, thence
across Chattanooga Valley to Lookout Mountain. Lookout Mountain was
also fortified and held by the enemy, who also kept troops in Lookout Valley
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and on Raccoon Mountain, with pickets extending down the river so as
to command the road on the north bank and render it useless to us. In
addition to this there was an intrenched line in Chattanooga Valley extend
ing from the river east of the town to Lookout Mountain, to make the invest
ment complete. Besides the fortifications on Missionary Ridge there was a
line at the base of the hill, with occasional spurs of rifle-pits half-way up the
front. The enemy's pickets extended out into the valley toward the town,
so far that the pickets of the two armies could converse. At one point they
were separated only by the narrow creek wliich gives its name to the valley
and town, and from which both sides drew water. The Union lines were
shorter than those of the enemy.

Thus the enemy, with a vastly superior foree, was strongly fortified to the
east, sonth, and west, and commanded the river below. Practically the Army
of the Cumberland was besieged. The enemy, with his cavalry north of the
river, had stopped the passing of a train loaded with ammunition and medical
supplies. '1'he Union army was short of both, not having ammunition enough
for a day's fighting.

Long before my coming into this new field, General Halleck had ordered
parts of the Eleventh and Twelfth corps, commanded respectively by Generals
Howard and Slocum, Hooker in command of the whole, from the Army of
the Potomac, to reenforce Rosecrans. It would have been folly to have sent
them to Chattanooga to help eat up the few rations left there. They were
consequently left on the railroad, where supplies could be brought them.
Before my arrival Thomas ordered their concentration at Bridgeport.

General W. F. Smith had been so instrumental in preparing for the move
which I was now about to make, and so clear in his judgment about the
manner of making it, that I deemed it but just to him that he should have
command of the troops detailed to execute the design, although he was then
acting as a staff-officer, and was not in command of troops.

On the 24th of October, after my return to Chattanooga, the following
details were made: General Hooker, who was now at Bridgeport, was ordered
to cross to the south side of the Tennessee and march up by Whiteside's and
Wauhatchie to Brown's Ferry. General Palmer, with a division of the Four
teenth Corps, Army of the Cumberland, was ordered to move down the river
on the north side, by a back road, until opposite Whiteside's, then cross and
hold the road in Hooker's rear after he had passed. Four thousand men were
at the same time detailed to act under General Smith directly from Chatta
nooga. Eighteen hundred of them, under General Hazen, were to take sixty
pontoon-boats and, under cover of night, float by the pickets of the enemy at
the north base of Lookout, down to Brown's ]'erry, then land on the south
side and capture or drive away the pickets at that point. Smith was to
march with the remainder of the detail, also under cover of night, by the
north bank of the river, to Brown's Ferry, taking with him all the material
for laying the bridge, as soon as the crossing was secured.

On the 26th Hooker crossed the river at Bridgeport and commenced his
eastward march. At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 27th Hazen moved into
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the stream with his sixty pontoons and eighteen hundred brave and well
equipped men. Smith started enough in advance to be near the river when
Hazen should arrive. There are a number of detached spurs of hills north of
the river at Chattanooga, back of which is a good road parallel to the stream,
sheltered from view from the top of Lookout. It was over this road Smith
marched. At 5 o'clock Hazen landed at Brown's Ferry, surprised the picket
guard and captured most of it. By 7 o'clock the whole of Smith's force was
ferried over and in possession of a height commanding the ferry. This was
speedily fortified while a detail was laying the pontoon-bridge. By 10 o'clock
the bridge was laid, and our extreme right, now in Lookout Valley, was forti
fied and connected with the rest of the army. The two bridges over the
Tennessee River,- a flying one at Chattanooga and the new on~ at Brown's
Ferry,-with the road north of the river, covered from both the fire and the
view of the enemy, made the connection complete. Hooker found but slight
obstacles in his way, and on the afternoon of the 28th emerged into Lookout
Valley at Wauhatchie. Howard marched on to Brown's Ferry, while Geary,
who commanded a division in the Twelfth Corps, stopped three miles south.
The pickets of the enemy on the river below were cut off and soon came
in and surrendered.

The river was now open to us from Lookout Valley to Bridgeport. Between
Brown's Ferry and Kelley's Ferry the Tennessee runs through a narrow gorgo
in the mountains, which contracts the stream so much as to increase the
current beyond the capacity of an ordinary steamer to stem. To get up these
rapids, steamers must be cordelled, that is, pulled up by ropes from the shore.
But there is no difficulty in navigating the stream from Bridgeport to Kelley's
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Ferry. The latter point is only eight miles from Chattanooga, and connected
with it by a good wagon road, which runs through a low pass in the Raccoon
Mountain on the south side of the river to Brown's Ferry, thence on the
north side to the river opposite Chattanooga. There were several steamers
at Bridgeport, and abundance of forage, clothing, and provisions.

On the way to Chattanooga I had telegraphed back to Nashville for a good
supply of vegetables and small rations, which the troops had been so long
deprived of. Hooker had brought with him from the east a full supply of
land transportation. His animals had not been subjected to hard work on
bad roads without forage, but were in good condition. In five days from my
arrival at Chattanooga the way was open to Bridgeport, and, with the aid of
steamers and Hooker's teams, in a week the troops were receiving full
rations. It is hard for anyone not an eye-witness to realize the relief this
brought. The men were soon reclothed and well fed; an abundance of am
munition was brought up, and a cheerfulness prevailed not before enjoyed
in many weeks. Neither officers nor menlookad upon themselves any longer
as doomed. The weak and languid appearance of the troops, so visible before,
disappeared at once. I do not know what the effect was on the other side, but
assume it must have been correspondingly depressing. Mr. Davis had visited
Bragg but a short time before, and must have perceived our condition to be
about as Bragg described it in his subsequent report. "These dispositions," he
said, "faithfully sustained, insured the enemy's speedy evacuation of Chatta
nooga, for want of food and forage. Possessed of the shortest route to his depot
and the one bywhich reenforcements must reach him, we held him at our mercy,
and his destruction was only a question of time." But the dispositions were
not" faithfully sustained," and I doubt not that thousands of men engaged in
trying to "sustain" them now rejoice that they were not.

There was no time during the rebellion when I did not think, and often
say, that the South was more to be benefited by defeat than the North. The
latter had the people, the institutions, and the territory to make a great and
prosperous nation. The former was burdened with an institution abhorrent
to all civilized peoples not brought up under it, and one which degraded labor,
kept it in ignorance, and enervated the governing class. With the outside
world at war with this institution, they could not have extended their terri
tory. The labor of the country was not skilled, nor allowed to become so.
The whites could not toil without becoming degraded, and those who did
were denominated" poor white trash." The system of labor would have soon
exhausted the soil and left the people poor. The non-slaveholders would have
left the country, and the small slaveholder must have sold out to his more
fortunate neighbors. Soon the slaves would have outnumbered the masters,
and, not being in sympathy with them, would have risen in their might and
exterminated them. The war was expensive to the South as well as to the
North, both in blood and treasure; but it was worth all it cost.

The enemy was surprised by the movement which secured to us a line of
supplies. He appreciated its importance, and hastened to try to recover the
line from us. His strength on Lookout Mountain was not equal to Hooker's



~
>I
;;
Q»
~
0:
C

'"•...

CHATTANOOGA.

command in the valley below. From Mis
sionary Ridge he had to march twice the
distance we had from Chattanooga, in order
to reach Lookout Valley. But on the night
of the 28th-29th [of October] an attack was
made on Geary, at Wauhatchie, by Long
street!s corps. When the battle commenced,
Hooker ordered Howard up from Brown's
Ferry. He had three miles to march to
reach Geary. On his way he was fired
npon by rebel troops from a foot-hill to the
left of the road, and from which the road
was commanded. Howard turned to the
left, and charged up the hill, and captured
it before the enemy had time to intrench,
taking many prisoners. Leaving sufficient
men to hold this height, he pushed on to Te

enforce Geary. Before he got up, Geary
had...been engaged for about three hours
against a vastly superior force. The night
was so dark that the men could not distin
guish one another except by the light of the
flashes of their muskets. In the darkness and
uproar Hooker's teamsters became fright
ened, and deserted their teams. The mules
also became frightened, and, breaking loose
from their fastenings, stampeded directly
toward the enemy. The latter no doubt
took this for a charge, and stampeded in
turn. By 4 o'clock in the morning the
battle had entirely ceased, and our" craeker
line" was never afterward disturbed. t
~ Major J. L. Coker, 01 Darlington, South Carolina, says

of General Grant's description of this fighting in Lookout
Valley:

"The en~JUent of WauhatcbJe, or Lookout Valley, WIUl of
tlJl&or Importance; but It Is well to have erron corrected. (Ho.D

cral Geary's Federal dh1sloll W8Il not attacked by LonpU-t'.
oorpe, but by Jenll:lns'll Bouth Carolina brigade, commanded by
Colonel (lIIterward General, John Bratton. No other troops tired
a shot at Ueary's men that nl~ht. The battle 1JUIted about· 0_
bour I&Dd a halt, and W8Il broqht to a close on lIClOOUDt of <k-nera!
Howard's advance threat.enlng Brattou's rear, IlDd not by a Con
federate stampede call1lt'd by a 'm~,."e 'In the clark. WbeD
the order to retire w::e reoelved, the brigade _ wltbdralnl
In good ordet', The writer, ACting 8Il81lItant adJutant-general em.
Colonel Rratton's sta1f, was wouuded aDd takflu from &be arId at
the CI08ll of the battle, and did not ob8erve any disorder, General
Howard Wall opJlOlled by a lllDall force, and wade such progreea
that Jenll:lus'. brigade Wall In danger of beb,g eut off from the
CllOlIIdug over Lookout Creek. They were ordered out wllea they
BOOmed to be getting the better of General GNrY, who w...ar
prillCd by the night attack, and no doubt thought b.lmeeU •poratl3'
outnumbered,' IlDd reported bimaeU attacked by a eorpe lDatead
or a brigade." EDITOR8-
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In securing possession of Lookout Valley, Smith lost one man killed and
four or five wounded. The enemy lost most of his pickets at the ferry by
capture. In the night engagement of the 28th-29th Hooker lost 416 killed
and wounded. I never knew the loss of the enemy, but our troops buried
over 150 of his dead, and captured more than 100.

Having got the Army of the Cumberland in a comfortable position, I now
began to look after the remainder of my new command. Burnside was in
about as desperate a condition as the Army of the Cumberland had been, only
he was not yet besieged. He was a hundred miles from the nearest possible
base, Big South Fork of the Cumberland River, and much farther from any
railroad we had possession .of. The roads back were over mountains, and all
supplies along the line had long since been exhausted. His animals, too, had
been starved, and their carcasses lined the road from Cumberland Gap, and
far back toward Lexington, Kentucky. East Tennessee still furnished sup
plies of beef, bread, and forage, but it did not supply ammunition, clothing,
medical supplies, or small rations, such as coffee, sugar, salt, and rice.

Stopping to organize his new command, Sherman had started from Mem
phis for Corinth on the 11th of October. His instructions required him
to repair the road in his rear in order to bring up supplies. The dis
tance was about 330 miles through a hostile country. His entire command
eould not have maintained the road if it had been completed. The bridges
had all been destroyed by the enemy and much other damage done; a hostile
community lived along the road; guerrilla bands infested the country, and
more or less of the cavalry of the enemy was still in the west. Often Sher
man's work was destroyed as soon as completed, though he was only a short
distance away.

The Memphis and Charleston road strikes the Tennessee River at Eastport,
Mississippi. Knowing the difficulty Sherman would have to supply himself
from Memphis, I had previously ordered supplies sent from St. Louis on
small steamers, to be convoyed by the navy, to meet him at Eastport. These
he got. I now ordered him to discontinue his work of repairing roads, and
to move on with his whole force to Stevenson, Alabama, without delay. This
order was borne to Sherman by a messenger who paddled down the Tennes
see in a canoe, and float.ed over Muscle Shoals; it was delivered at Iuka on
the 27th. In this Sherman was notified that the rebels were moving a force
toward Cleveland, east Tennessee, and might be going to Nashville, in which
event his troops were in the best position to beat them there. Sherman,
with his characteristic promptness, abandoned the work he was engaged upon
and pushed on at once. On the 1st of November he crossed the Tennessee at
Eastport, and that day was in Florence, Alabama, with the head of column,
while his troops were still crossing at Eastport, with Blair bringing up the
rear.

Sherman's force made an additional army, with cavalry, artillery, and
trains, all to be supplied by the single-track road from Nashville. All
indications pointed also to the probable necessity of supplying Burn
side's command, in east Tennessee, 25,000 more, by the same road. A
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single track could not do this. I therefore gave an order to Sherman to
halt General G. M. Dodge's command of eight thousand men at Athens, and
subsequently directed the latter to arrange his troops along the railroad from
Decatur, north toward Nashville, and to rebuild that road. The road from
Nashville to Decatur passes over a broken country, cut up with innumerable
streams, many of them of considerable width, and with valleys far below the
road-bed. All the bridges over these had been destroyed and the rails
taken up and twisted by the enemy. .All the locomotives and cars not
carried off had been destroyed as effectually as they knew how to destroy
them. All bridges and culverts had been destroyed between Nash\"'ille and
Decatur, and thence to Stevenson, where the Memphis and Charleston and
the Nashville and Chattanooga roads unite. The rebuilding of this road
would give us two roads as far as Stevenson over which to supply the army.
From Bridgeport, a short distance farther east, the river supplements the
road.

General Dodge, besides being a most capable soldier, was an experienced
railroad builder. He had no tools to work with except those of the pio
neers-axes, picks, and spades. With these he was able to intrench his men
and protect them against surprises by small parties of the enemy. As he
had no base of supplies until the road could be completed back to Nashville,
the first matter to consider, after protecting his men, was the getting in of
food and forage from the surrounding country. He had his men and teams
bring in all the grain they could find, or all they needed, and all the cattle
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for beef, and such other food as could be found. Millers were detailed from
the ranks to run the mills along the line of the army; when these were not
near enough to the troops for protection, they were taken down and moved
up to the line of the road. Blacksmith shops, with all the iron and steel
found in them, were moved up in like manner. Blacksmiths were detailed
and set to work making the tools necessary in railroad and bridge building.
Axemen were put to work getting out timber for bridges, and cutting fuel for
the locomotives when the road should be completed; car-builders were set
to work repairing the locomotives and cars. Thus every branch of railroad
building, making tools to work with, and supplying the workingmen with
food, was all going on at once, and without the aid of a mechanic or. laborer
except what the command itself furnished. But rails and cars the men could
not make without material, and there was not enough rolling stock to keep
the road we already had worked to its full capacity. There were no rails
except those in use. To supply these deficiencies I ordered eight of the ten
engineers General McPherson had at Vicksburg to be sent to Nashville, and
all the cars he had, except ten. I also ordered the troops in west Tennessee
to points on the river and on the Memphis and Charleston road, and ordered
the cars, locomotives, and rails from all the railroads, except the Memphis
and Charleston, to Nashville. The military manager of railroads, also,
was directed to furnish more rolling stock, and, as far as he could, bridge
material. General Dodge had the work assigned him finished within forty
days after receiving his orders. The number of bridges to rebuild was 182,
many of them over deep and wide chasms. The length of road repaired
was 182 miles.

The enemy's troops, which it was thought were either moving against
Burnside or were going to Nashville, went no farther than Cleveland. Their
presence there, however, alarmed the authorities at Washington, and on
account of our helpless condition at Chattanooga caused me much uneasi
ness. Dispatches were constantly coming, urging me to do something for
Burnside's relief; calling attention to the importance of holding east Ten
nessee; saying the President was much concerned for the protection of the
loyal people in that section, etc. We had not at Chattanooga animals to pull
a single piece of artillery, much less a supply train. Reenforcements could
not help Burnside, because he had neither supplies nor ammunition sufficient
for them; hardly indeed bread and meat for the men he had. There was no
relief possible for him, except by expelling the enemy from Missionary
Ridge and about Chattanooga.

On the 4th of November Longstreet left our front with about 15,000 troops,
besides Wheeler's cavalry, 5000 more, to go against Burnside.! The situa
tion seemed desperate, and was more exasperating because nothing could
be done until Sherman should get up. The authorities at Washington

~ In the course or the preparation or this paper it was further presumed that Bragg doubtless
we asked General Grant, whether the detachment thought his poeition impregnable, the Victor of
or Longstreet for the attack on Knoxville was Chattanooga answered, with a shrewd look that
not, in his opinion, a great mistake on the part of accented the humor of his words: "Well, it tDGB

Bragg. He replied in the affirmative; and when impregnable."-EDlTORll.
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draw the enemy farther from his base, and to make it more difficult for him
~ get back to Chattanooga when the battle should begin. Longstreet had a
railroad as far as Loudon; but from there to Knoxville lie had to rely on
wagon trains. Burnside's suggestion, therefore, was a good one, and it was
adopted. On the 14th I telegraphed him:

"Sherman's advanoe has reaohed Bridgeport. His whole foroe will be ready to move from
there by Tuesday at furthest. If you can hold Longstreet in check until he gets up, or, by
skirmishing and falling baok, can avoid serious loss to yourself, and gain time, I will be able to
force the enemy back from here, and place a force between Longstreet and Bragg that must
inevitably make the former take to the mountain-passes by every available road, to get to his
supplies. Sherman would have been here before this but for the high wuter in Elk River driv
ing him some thirty miles up the river to oross.

Longstreet, for some reason or other, stopped at Loudon until the 13th.
That being the terminus of his railroad communications, it is probable he
was directed to remain there awaiting orders. ~ He was in a position threat
ening Knoxville, and at the same time where he could be brought back
speedily to Chattanooga. The day after Longstreet left Loudon, Sherman
reached Bridgeport in person, and proceeded on to see me that evening, the
14th, and reached Chattanooga the next day.

My orders for the battle were all prepared in advance of Sherman's arrival,
except the dates, which could not be fixed while troops to be engaged were
80 far away. The possession of Lookout Mountain was of no special advan
tage to us now. Hooker was instructed to send Howard's corps to the north
side of the Tennessee, thence up behind the hills on the north side, and to
go into camp opposite Chattanooga; with the remainder of the command
Hooker was, at a time to be afterward appointed, to ascend the western slope
between the upper and lower palisades, and so get into Chattanooga Valley.

The plan of battle was for Sherman to attack the enemy's right flank, form
a line across it, extend our left over South Chickamauga River, so as to
threaten or hold the railroad in Bragg's rear, \ and thus force him either to
weaken his lines elsewhere or lose his connection with his base at Chick
amauga Station. Hooker was to perform like service on our right. His
problem was to get from Lookout Valley to Chattanooga Valley in the most
expeditious way possible; cross the latter valley rapidly to Rossville, south
of Bragg's line on Missionary Ridge, form line there across the ridge, facing
north, with his right flank extended to Chickamauga Valley east of the ridge,
thus threatening the enemy's rear on that flank and compelling him to reen
force this also. Thomas, with the Army of the Cumberland, occupied the
center, and was to assault while the enemy was engaged with most of his
forces on his two flanks.

To carry out this plan, Sherman was to cross the Tennessee at Brown's
Ferry and move east of Chattanooga to a point opposite the north end of

} In his history, the Comte de Paris says Long
street was delayed .. by the necessity of collecting
provisions and organizing his trains."- EDITORS.

, A bridge was thrown across the South Chica
mauga Creek, at its mouth, and a brigade of cnv·

aIry was sent across it.. That brigade caused the
bridge across the Holston River to be burned
by the enemy and thus cut off General Long
street's forces from coming back to General
Bragg.- EDITORS.
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Missionary Ridge, and to place his command back of the foot-hills out of
sight of the enemy on the ridge. There are two streams called Chickamauga
emptying into the Tennessee River east of Chattanooga: North Chickamauga,
taking its rise in Tennessee, flowing south and emptying into the river some
seven or eight miles east; while the South Chickamauga, which takes its rise
in Georgia, flows northward, and empties into the Tennessee some three or
four miles above the town. There were now 116 pontoons in the North
Chickamanga River, their presence there being unknown to the enemy.

At night a division was to be marched up to that point, and at 2 o'clock in
the morning moved down with the current, thirty men in each boat. A few
were to land east of the mouth of the South Chickamauga, capture the pick
ets there, and then lay a bridge connecting the two banks of the river. The
rest were to land on the south side of the Tennessee, where Missionary
Ridge would strike it if prolonged, and a sufficient number of men to man
the boats were to push to the north side to ferry over the main body of Sher
man's command, while those left on the south side intrenched themselves.*
Thomas was to move out from his lines facing the ridge, leaving enough of
Palmer's corps to guard against an attack down the valley. Lookout Valley
being of no present value to us, and being untenable by the enemy if we
should secure Missionary Ridge, Hooker's orders were changed. His revised
orders brought him to Chattanooga by the established route north of the
Tennessee. He was then to move out to the right to Rossville. )

The next day after Sherman's arrival I took him, with Generals Thomas
and Smith and other officers, to the north side of the river and showed them
the ground over which Sherman had to march, and pointed out generally
what he was expected to do. I, as well as the authorities in Washington,
was still in a great state of anxiety for Burnside's safety. Burnside himself,
I believe, was the only one who did not share in this anxiety. Nothing could
be done for him, however, until Sherman's troops were up. As soon, the~
fore, as the inspection was over, Sherman started for Bridgeport to hasten

ok This was not, however, the original plan to
which Sherman assented, which was to march at
once for the north end of the ridge.- EDITORS.

JHooker's position in Lookout Valley W&8 abso
lutely essential to us so long &8 Chattanooga was
besieged. It was the key to our line for supplying
the army. But it was not essential after the en
emy was dispersed from our front, or even after
the battle for this purpose was begun. Hooker's
orders, therefore, were designed to get his force
past Lookout Mountain and Chattanooga Valley,
and up to Missionary Ridge. By crossing the
north face of Lookout the troops would come into
Chattanooga Valley in rear of the line held by the
enemy across the valley, and would necessarily
force its evacuation. Orders were accordingly
given to Hooker to march by this route. But
days before the battle began the advantages as
well &8 disadvantages of this plan of action were all
cOllllidered. The passage over the mountsin was a
difficult one to make in the face of an enemy. It
might consume so much time 8S to lose us the use

of the troops engaged in it at other points where
they were more wanted. After reaching Ch.at~

nooga Valley, the creek of the same name, quite a
formidable stream to get an army over, had to 00
crossed.

I was perfectly willing that the enemy Bhould
keep Lookout Mountain until we got through with
the troops on Missionary Ridge. By marching
Hooker to the north side of the river, thence up
the stream and recrossing at tbe town, he could
be got in position at any named time; when in this
new position be would have Chattanooga ~k
behind him; and the attack on Mi88ionary Ridge
would unquestionably have caused the evacuation
by the enemy of bis line across the valley Dnd on
Lookout Mountain. Hooker's order 11'88 changed
accordingly. As explained elsewhere, the original
order had to be reverted to because of a flood in
the river rendering the bridge at Brown's Ferry
uDsafe for the passage of troops at the exact junl"
ture when it was wanted to bring all the troopll

together against Missionary Ridlttl.-U. S. G.
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matters, rowing a boat himself, I believe, from Kelley's Ferry. Sherman had
left Bridgeport the night of the 14th, reached Chattanooga the evening of the
15th, made the above-described inspection the morning of the 16th, and
started back the same evening to hurry up his command, fully appreciating
the importance of time.

His march was conducted with as much expedition as the roads and season
would admit of. By the 20th he was himself at Brown's Ferry with head of
column, but many of his troops were far behind, and one division, Ewing's,
was at Trenton, sent that way to create the impression that Lookout was to
be taken from the south. Sherman received his orders at the ferry, and was
asked if he could not be ready for the assault the following morning. News
had been received that the battle had been commenced at Knoxville. Burn
side had been cut off from telegraphic communication. The President, the
Secretary of War, and General Halleck were in an agony of suspense. My
suspense was also great, but more endurable, because I was where I could
soon do something to relieve the situation. It was impossible to get Sher
man's troops up for the next day. I then asked him if they could not be got
up to make the assault on the morning of the 22d, and ordered Thomas to
move on that date. But the elements were against us. It rained all the 20th
and 21st. The river rose so rapidly that it was difficult to keep the pontoons
in place.

General Orlando B. Willcox, a division commander under Burnside, was at
this time occupying a position farther up the valley than Knoxville,-about
Maynardsville,-and was still in telegraphic communication with the North.
A dispatch was received from him, saying that he was threatened from the
east. The following was sent in reply:

" If yon can communicate with General Burnside, say to him that our attack on Bragg will
commence in the morning. If snccessful, snch a move will be made as, I think, will relieve east
Tenne8llee, if he can hold out. Longstreet passing through our lines to Kentucky need not
cause alarm. He would find the country so bare that he would lose his transportation and
artillery before reaching Kentncky, and would meet such a force before he got through that he
could not return." .

Meantime Sherman continued his crossing, without intermission, as fast as
his troops could be got up. The crossing had to be effected in full view of
the enemy on the top of Lookout Mountain. Once over, the troops soon dis
appeared behind the detached hills on the north side, and would not come to
view again, either to watchmen on Lookout Mountain or Missionary Ridge,
until they emerged between the hills to strike the bank of the river. But
when Sherman's advance reached a point opposite the town of Chattanooga,
Howard, who, it will be remembered, had been concealed behind the hills on
the north side, took up his line of march to join the troops on the south side.
His crossing was in full view both from Missionary Ridge and the top of
Lookout, and the enemy, of course, supposed these troops to be Sherman's.
This enabled Sherman to get to his assigned position without discovery.

On the 20th, when so much was occurring to discourage,-rains falling so
heavily as to delay the passage of troops over the river at Brown's Ferry,
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and threatening the entire breaking of the bridge; news coming of a battle
raging at Knoxville; of Willcox being threatened by a force from the east,
a letter was received from Bragg which contained these words:

" As there may still be some non-combatants in Chattanooga, I deem it proper to notify you
that prudence would dictate their early withdrawa!."

Of course I understood that this was a device intended to deceive; but
I did not know what the intended deception was. On the 22d, however,
a deserter came in who informed me that Bragg was leaving our front, and
on that day Buckner's division was sent to reenforce Longstreet, at Knox
ville, and another division started to follow, but was recalled. The object of
Bragg's letter no doubt was in some way to detain me until Knoxville could
be captured, and his troops there be returned to Chattanooga.

During the night of the 21st the rest of the pontoon-boats, completed, one
hundred and sixteen in all, were carried up to and placed in North Chicka
mauga. The material for the roadway over these was deposited out of view
of the enemy within a few hundred yards of the bank of the Tennessee
where the north end of the bridge was to rest.

Hearing nothing from Burnside, and hearing much of the distress in
Washington on his account, I could no longer defer operations for his relief.
I determined therefore to do on the 23d, with the Army of the Cumberland,
what had been intended to be done on the 24th.

The position occupied by the Army of the Cumberland had been made
very strong for defense during the months it had been besieged. The line
was about a mile from the town, and extended from Citico Creek, a small
stream running near the base of Missionary Ridge and emptying into the
Tennessee about two miles below the mouth of the South Chickamauga, on
the left, to Chattanooga Creek on the right. All commanding points on the
line were well fortified and well equipped with artillery. The important
elevations within the line had all been carefully fortified and supplied with
a proper armament. Among the elevations so fortified was one to the east
of the town, named Fort Wood. It owed its importance chiefly to the fact
that it lay between the town and Missionary Ridge, where most of the
strength of the enemy was. Fort Wood had in it twenty-two pieces of
artillery, most of which would reach the nearer points of the enemy's line.
On the morning of the 23d Thomas, according to instructions, moved
Granger's corps of two divisions, Sheridan and T. J. Wood commanding, to
the foot of Fort Wood, and formed them into line as if going on parade
Sheridan on the right, Wood to the left, extending to or near Citico Creek.
Palmer, commanding the Fourteenth Corps, held that part of our line fat'ing
south and south-west. He supported Sheridan with one division, Baird's,
while his other division, under [R. W.] Johnson, remained in the trenche8,
nnder arms, ready to be moved to any point. Howard's corps was moved in
rear of the center. The picket lines were within a few hundred yards of t>a<"h
other. At 2 o'clock in the afternoon all were ready to advance. By this
time the clouds had lifted so that the enemy could see from his elevat.ed
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position all that was going on. The signal fo!, advance was given by a
booming of cannon from Fort Wood and other points on the line. The
rebel pickets were soon driven back upon the main guards, which occupied
minor and detached heights between tho main ridge and our linos. These
too were carried before halting, and before the enemy had time to reenforce
their advance guards. But it was not without loss on both sides. This
movement secured to us a line fully a mile in advance of the one we occupied
in the morning, and one which the enemy had occupied up to this time.
The fortifications were rapidly turned to face the other way. During the
following night they were made strong. We lost in this preliminary action
about eleven hundred killed and wounded, while the enemy probably lost
quite as heavily, including the prisoners that were captured. With the
exception of the firing of artillery, kept up from Missionary Ridge and Fort
Wood until night closed in, this ended the fighting for the day.

The advantage was greatly on our side now, and if I could only have been
assured that Burnsid~ could hold out ten days longer I should have rested
more easy. But we were doing the best we could for him and the cause.

By the night of the 23d Sherman's command was in a position to move,
though one division (Osterhaus's) had not yet crossed the river at Brown's
Ferry. The continuous rise in the Tennessee had rendered it impossible to
keep the bridge at that point in condition for troops to cross; but I was deter
mined to move that night, even without this division. Accordingly, orders
were sent to Osterhaus to report to Hooker if he could not cross by 8 o'clock
on the morning of the 24th. Because of the break in the bridge, Hooker's
orders were again changed, but this time only back to those first given to him.

General W. F. Smith had been assigned to duty as chief engineer of the
military division. To him was given the general direction of moving troops
by the boats from North Chickamauga, laying the bridge after they reached
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Thill picture Ilhows the Union troope lIghtlnK In the
Woodll near the clift's of Point Lookout.

Early In October, 1863, Jeft'el'flOn Davia vJstted Look
ont Mountain with Oeneral Bragg. As they ap
proached the OOI{C of the clift', General Brugg, wltb a

wave of the band, allnded to "the tine ne.... ; ..b~
npon HlIJor Bobert W. Wooley...ho bad UUk- fai~
In the mllltary ontlook, exclaimed to a brother oGker.
bnt 80 that all could be..r: .. Yee. It'. a tIDe vIIe_. !Jut
a - bad Pl'08poot."-EDJTOIUl.

their position, and, generally, all the duties pertaining to his office of chief
engineer. During the night General Morgan L. Smith's division was marched
to the point where the pontoons were, and the brigade of Giles A. Smith was
selected for the delicate duty of manning the boats and surprising the
enemy's pickets on the south bank of the river. During this night, also,
General J. M. Brannan, chief of artillery, moved forty pieces of artillery
belonging to the Army of the Cumberland, and placed them on the north side
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of the river so as to command the ground opposite, to aid in protecting the
approach to the point where the south end of the bridge was to rest. He had
to use Sherman's artillery horses for this purpose, Thomas having none.

At 2 o'clock in the morning, November 24th, Giles A. Smith pushed out
from the North Chickamauga with his 116 boats, each loaded with 30 brave
and well-armed men. The boats, with their precious freight, dropped down
quietly with the current to avoid attracting the attention of anyone who
could convey information to the enemy, until arriving near the mouth of
South Chickamauga. Here a few boats were landed, the troops debarked,
and a rush was made upon the picket-guard known to be at that point. The
guard was surprised, and twenty of their number captured. The remainder
of the troops effected a landing at the point where the bridge was to start,
with equally good results. The work of ferrying over Sh~rman's command
from the north side of the Tennessee was at once commenced, using the pon
toons for the purpose. A steamer was also brought up from the town
to assist. The rest of M. L. Smith's division came first, then the division of
John E. Smith. The troops as they landed were put to work intrenching their
position. By daylight the two entire divisions were over, and well covered
by the works they had built.

The work of laying the bridge on which to cross the artillery and cavalry
was now begun. The ferrying over the infantry was continued with the
steamer and the pontoons, taking the pontoons, however, as fast as they were
wanted to put in their place in the bridge. By a little past noon the bridge was
completed, as well as one over the. South Chickamauga, connecting the troops
left on that side with their comrades below, and all the infantry and artillery
were Oll the south bank of the Tennessee.

Sherman at once formed his troops for assault on Missionary Ridge. By
1 o'clock he started, with M. L. Smith on his left, keeping nearly the course
of Chickamauga River; J. E. Smith next, to the right and a little in the rear;
then Ewing, still farther to the right, and also a little to the rear of J. E.
Smith's command, in column ready to deploy to the right if an enemy should
come from that direction. A good skirmish line preceded each of these
columns. Soon the foot of the hill was reached; the skirmishers pushed
directly up, followed closely by their supports. By half-past 3 Sherman was
in possession of the height, without having sustained much loss. A brigade
from each division was now brought up, and artillery was dragged to the top
of the hill by hand. The enemy did not seem to have been aware of this move
ment until the top of the hill was gained. There. had been a drizzling rain dur
ing the day, and the clouds were so low that Lookout Mountain and the top of
Missionary Ridge were obscured from the view of persons in the valley. But
now the enemy opened fire upon their assailants, and made several attempts
with their skirmishers to drive them away, but without avail. Later in the
day a more determined attack was made, but this, too, failed, and Sherman
was left to fortify what he had gained.

Sherman's cavalry took up its line of march soon after the bridge was com
pleted, and by half-past three the whole of it was over both bridges, and on its
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way to strike the enemy's communications at Chickamauga Station. All of
ShermanZs command was now south of the Tennessee. During the after
noon General Giles A. Smith was severely wounded and carried from the field.

Thomas having done on the 23d what was expected of him on the 24th,
there was nothing for him to do this day, except to strengthen his position.
Howard, however, effected a crossing of Citico Creek and a junction with
Sherman, and was directed to report to him. With two or three regiments
of his command, he moved in the morning along the banks of the Tenn~
and reached the point where the bridge was being laid. He went out on tht'
bridge as far as it was completed from the south end, and saw Sherman
superintending the work from the north side, moving himself south as fast as
an additional boat was put in and the roadway put upon it. Howard reported
to his new chief across the chasm between them, which was now narrow and
in a few minutes was closed.

While these operations were going on to the east of Chattanooga, Hookt'r
was engaged on the west. He had three divisions: Osterhaus's, of the Fif
teenth Corps, Army of the Tennessee; Geary's, Twelfth Corps, Army of tht>
Potomac; and Cruft's, Fourteenth Corps, Army of the Cumberland. Geary
was on the right at Wauhatchie, Cruft at the center, and Osterhaus near
Brown's Ferry. These troops were all west of Lookout Creek. The enemy
had the east bank of the creek strongly picketed and intrenched, and three
brigades of troops in the rear to reenforce them if attacked. These brigades
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occupied the summit of the mountain. General Carter L. Stevenson was in
command of the whole. Why any troops except artillery, with a small infan
try guard, were kept on the mountain-top, I do not see. A hundred men
could have held the summit-which is a palisade for more than thirty feet
down-against the assault of any number of men from the position Hooker
occupied.

The side of Lookout Mountain confronting Hooker's command was rugged,
heavily timbered, and full of chasms, making it difficult to advance with
troops, even in the absence of an opposing force. Farther up the ground
becomes more even and level, and was in cultivation. On the east side the
slope is much more gradual, and a good wagon road, zigzagging up it, con
nects the town of Chattanooga with the summit.

Early in the morning of the 24th Hooker moved Geary's division, supported
by a brigade of Cruft's, up Lookout Creek, to effect a crossing. The remainder
of Cruft's division was to seize the bridge over the creek, near the crossing of
the railroad. Osterhaus was to move up to the bridge and cross it. The
bridge was seized by Grose's brigade after a slight skirmish with the picket
guarding it. This attracted the enemy so that Geary's movement farther up
was not observed. A heavy mist obscured him from the view of the troops
on the top of the mountain. He crossed the creek almost unobserved, and
captured the picket of over forty men on guard near by. He then com
menced ascending the mountain directly in his front. By this time the
enemy was seen coming down from their camp on the mountain slope, and
filing into their rifle-pits to contest the crossing of the bridge. By 11 o'clock
the bridge was complete. Osterhaus was up, and after some sharp skir
mishing the enemy was driven away, with considerable loss in killed and
captured.

While the operations at the bridge were progressing, Geary was pushing
up the hill over great obstacles, resisted by the enemy directly in his front,
and in face of the guns on top of the mountain. The enemy, seeing their

. left flank and rear menaced, gave way and were followed by Cruft and Oster
haus. Soon these were up abreast of Geary, and the whole command pushed
up the hill, driving the "enemy in advance. By noon Geary had gained the
open ground on the north slope of the mountain with his right close up to
the base of the upper palisade, but there were strong fortifications in his
front. The rest of the command coming up, a line was formed from the
base of the upper palisade to the mouth of Chattanooga Creek.

Thomas and I were on the top of Orchard Knob. Hooker's advance now
made our line a continuous one. It was in full view extending from the
Tennessee River, where Sherman had crossed, up Chickamauga River to the
base of Missionary Ridge, over the top of the north end of the ridge, to
Chattanooga Valley, then along parallel to the ridge a mile or more, across
the valley to the mouth of Chattanooga Creek,- thence up the slope of Lookout
Mountain to the foot of the upper palisade. The day was hazy, so that
Hooker's operations were not visible to us except at moments when the
clouds would rise. But the sound of his artillery and musketry was heard
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incessantly. The enemy on his front was partially fortified, but was soon
driven out of his works. At 2 o'clock the clouds, which had so obscured the
top of Lookout all day as to hide whatever was going on from the view of
those below, settled down and made it so dark where Hooker was as to stop
operations for the time. At 4 o'clock Hooker reported his position as
impregnable. By a little after 5, direct communication was established, and
a brigade of troops was sent from Chattanooga to reenforce him. These
troops had to cross Chattanooga Creek, and met with some opposition, but
soon overcame it, and by night the commander, General Carlin, reported to
Hooker and was assigned to his left. I now telegraphed to Washington:

"The fight to-day progressed favorably. Sherman carried the end of Missionary Ridge,
and his right is now at the tunnel, and his left at Chickamauga Creek. Troops from Lookout
Valley carried the point of the mountain, and now hold the eastern slope and a point high np.
Hooker reports two thousa.nd prisoners taken, besides which a small number have fallen into
our hands, from Missionary Ridge."

The next day the President replied:
" Your dispatches as to fighting on Monday and Tuesday are here. Well done. Many thanks

to all. Remember Burnside."

Halleck also telegraphed:
"I congratulate you on the success thus far ot' your plans. I fear that Burnside is hard

pushed, and that any further delay may prove fatal. I know you will do all in your power to
relieve him."

The division of Jefferson C. Davis, Army of the Cumberland, had been sent
to the North Chickamauga to guard the pontoons as they were deposited in
the river, and to prevent all ingress or egress by citizens. On the night of
the 24th his division, having crossed with Sherman, occupied our extreme
left, from the upper bridge over the plain to the north base of Missionary
Ridge. Firing continued to a late hour in the night, but it was not COll

nected with an assault at any point.
At 12 o'clock at night, when all was quiet, I began to give orders for the.

next day, and sent a dispatch to Willcox to encourage Burnside. Sherman
was directed to attack at daylight. Hooker was ordered to move at the 8ame
hour, and endeavor to intercept the enemy's retreat, if he still remained; if
he had gone, then to move directly to Rossville and operate against the left
and rear of the force on Missionary Ridge. Thomas was not to move until
Hooker had reached Missionary Ridge. As I was with him on Orchard
Knob, he would not move without further orders from me.

The morning of the 25th opened clear and bright, and the whole field was
in full view from the top of Orchard Knob. It remained so all day. Bragg's
headquarters were in full view, and officers-presumably staff-officers-could
be seen coming and going constantly.

The point of ground which Sherman had carried on the 24th was almost
disconnected from the main ridge occupipd by the enemy. A low pass, over
which there is a wagon road crossing the hill, and near which there is a rail
road tunnel, intervenes between the two hills. The problem now was to get
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to the latter. The enemy was fortified on the point, and back farther, where
the ground was still higher, was a second fortification commanding the first.
Sherman was out as soon as it was light enough to see, and by sunrise his
command was in motion. Three brigades held the hill already gained.
Morgan L. Smith moved along the east base of Missionary Ridge; Loomis
along the west base, supported by two brigades of John E. Smith's division;
and Corse with his brigade was between the two, moving directly toward
the hill to be captured. The ridge is steep and heavily wooded on the east
side, where M. L. Smith's troops were advancing, but cleared and with a
more gentle slope on the west side. The troops advanced rapidly and carried
the extreme end of the rebel works. Morgan L. Smith advanced to a poiut
which cut the enemy off from the railroad bridge and the meaus of bringing
up supplies by rail from Chickamauga Station, where the main depot was
located. The enemy made brave and strenuous efforts to drive our troops
from the position we had gained, but without success. The contest lasted
for two hours. Corse, a brave and efficient commander, was badly wounded
in this assault. Sherman now threatened both Bragg's flank and his stores,
and made it necessary for him to weaken other points of his line to
strengthen his right. From the position I occupied I could see column after
column of Bragg's forces moving against Sherman; every Confederate gun
that could be brought to bear upon the Union forces was concentrated upon
him. J. E. Smith, with two brigades, charged up the west side of the ridge
to the support of Corse's command, over open ground, and in the face of
a heavy fire of both artillery and musketry, and reached the very parapet of
the enemy. He lay here for a time, but the enemy coming with a heavy
force upon his right flank, he was compelled to fall back, followed by the
foe. A few hundred yards brought Smith's troops into a wood, where they
were speedily re-formed, when they charged and drove the attacking party
back to his intrenchments.

Seeing the advance, repulse, and second advance of J. E. Smith from the
position I occupied, I directed Thomas to send a division to reenforce him.
Baird's division was accordingly sent from the right of Orchard Knob. It
had to march a considerable distance, directly under the eyes of the enemy,
to reach its position.* Bragg at once commenced massing in the same direc
tion. This was what I wanted. But it had now got to be late in the after
noon, and I had expected before this to see Hooker crossing the ridge in the
neighborhood of Rossville, and compelling Bragg to mass in that direction also.

The enemy had evacuated Lookout Mountain during the night, as I expected
he would. In crossing the valley be burned the bridges over Chattanooga
Creek, and did all he could to obstruct the roads behind him. Hooker was
off bright and early, with no obstructions in his front but distance and the
destruction above named. He was detained four hours in crossing Chatta-
*Concerning this movement General Baird him, but I immediately received orders to return

writes as follows: "I was ordered to report to and form on the left of the line which was to as
General Sherman to reenforce his command. I sault Missionary Ridge. I reached there, and got
marched the distance, about two miles to the rear my troops in position, just as the gun WIlS fired
of his position, and sent an officer to report to directing the assault."-EDITORS.
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BAIRD'8 lJIVI8ION FIGHTllIO .·OR THE CUE8T 011' )I188IONABY nIDGE. FROII TilE CTCLOJtAIlA.

nooga Creek, and thus was lost the immediate advantages I expected from
his forces. His reaching Bragg's flank and extending across it was to be th('
signal for Thomas's assault of the ridge. But Sherman's condition was get
ting so critical that the assault for his relief could not be delayed any lon~er.

Sheridan's and Wood's divisions had been lying under arms from early in
the morning, ready to move the instant the signal was given. I now din"<'t~l

Thomas to order the charge at once. J I watched eagerly to see the eff(>(\t.
and became impatient at last that there was no indication of any charge lx>in~

made. The center of the line which was to make the char~e was near when·
Thomas and I stood together, but concealed from our view by the intervenin~

forest. Turning to Thomas to inquire what caused the delay, I was surpriSt>d.
to see General Thomas J. Wood, one of the division commanders who were to
make the charge, standing talking to him. I spoke to General W ood, askin~
him why he had not charged, as ordered an hour before. He replied wry
promptly that this was the first he had heard of it, but that he had hH.>n
ready all day to move at a moment's notice. I told him to make the chargt' at
once. He was off in a moment, and in an incredibly short time loud cheerin~

was heard, and he and Sheridan were driving the enemy's advance before
them toward Missionary Ridge. The Confederates were strongly intrenched

I In this order authority was ¢ven for the troops to re-fonn atter taking the dr8t line of ri1le-pita
prep"ratory to carrying the ridge.- U. B. G.
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on the crest of the ridge in front of us, and had a second line half-way down
and another at the base. Our men drove the troops in front of the lower line
of rifle-pits so rapidly, and followed them so closely, that rebel and Union
troops went over the first line of works almost at the same time. Many rebels
were captured and Bent to the rear under the fire of their own friends higher
up the hill. Those that were not captured retreated, and were pursued. The·
retreating hordes being between friends and pursuers, caused the enemy to
fire high, to avoid killing their own men. In fact, on that occasion the Union
soldier nearest the enemy was in the safest position. Without awaiting
further orders or stopping to re-form, on our troops went to the second line
of works; over that and on for the crest - thus effectually carrying out my
orders of the 18th for the battle and of the 24th for this charge. I watched
their progress with intense interest. The fire along the rebel line was terrific.
Cannon and musket balls filled the air; but the damage done was in small
proportion to the ammunition used. t The pursuit continued until the crest
was reached, and soon our men were seen climbing over the Confederate bar
rier at different points in front of both Sheridan's and Wood's divisions. The
retreat of the enemy along most of his line was precipitate, and the panic so
great that Bragg and his officers lost all control over their men. Many were
captured and thousands threw away their arms in their flight.

Sheridan pushed forward until he reached the Chickamauga River at
a point above where the enemy had crossed. He met some resistance
from troops occupying a second hill in rear of Missionary Ridge, prob
ably to cover the retreat of the main body and of the artillery and trains.
It was now getting dark, but Sheridan, without halting on that account,
pushed his men forward up this second hill slowly and without attracting
the attention of the men placed to defend it, while he detached to the right
and left to surround the position. The enemy discovered the movement
before these dispositions were complete, and beat a hasty retreat, leaving artil
lery, wagon trains, and many prisoners in our hands. To Sheridan's prompt
movement the Army of the Cumberland and the nation are indebted for the
bulk of the capture of prisoners, artillery, and small-arms that day. Except for
his prompt pursuit, so much in this way would not have been accomplished.

While the advance up Missionary Ridge was going forward, General
Thomas, with his staff, General Gordon Granger, commander of the corps,
making the assault, and myself and staff, occupied Orchard K'nob, from
which the entire field could be observed. The moment the troops were seen
going over the last line of rebel defenses I ordered Granger to join his com
mand, and mounting my horse I rode to the front. General Thomas left
about the same time. Sheridan, on the extreme right, was already in pur-

:'Captain Benjamin F. Hegler, of Attica, Indi
ana, who was second in command of the 15th
Indiana in the assault on Missionary Ridge,
writes to the edito1'll:

.. General Grant says of the &8sanlt on MI88lonary
Ridge that • the lire along the rebel Une was terrillc.
Cannon and mmket hall8 lI11ed the air; but the damage
done wuln emaIl proportion to the ammnntt10n moo.'

The Inference might be that the &8eauIt, thongh brlU
lant, wae after nU a rather h"rmles8 dlve1"ll10n. The
15th Indiana, of Sherldan'e division, I'tarted nil the ridge
jnst to the left of Bragg's headquarters with 837 ottice1"ll
and men. and lost 2O'J killed and wOlmded, In jnst forty
live minutes, the time taken to advance from the line of
works at thc foot of the ridge and to carry the crellt.
ThiB report I made officially to General Sheridan near
Chickamanga Creek the morning after the battle."
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TUX \:OlU'IWI'&.A.T1' LllCE OPl'OllEl> TO B.URD'8 DIVI8ION ON JlI88l0lCUr BIDOL J'JWK THB CrCLOUJU.

suit of the enemy east of the ridge. Wood, who commanded. the division to
the left of Sheridan, accompanied. his men on horseback, but did not join
Sheridan in the pursuit. To the left, in Baird's front, where Bragg'8 troops
had massed. against Sherman, the resistance was more stubborn, and the
conk-st lasted longer. I ordered Granger to follow the enemy with Wood's
division, but he was so much excited, and kept up such a roar of musketry,
in the direction the enemy had taken, that by the time I could stop the firing
the enemy had got well out of the way. The enemy confronting Sherman,
now seeing everything to their left giving away, fled also. Sherman, how
ever, was not aware of the extent of our success until after nightfall, when
he received orders to pursue at daylight in the morning.

Hooker, as stated, was detained at Chattanooga. Creek by the destruction
of the bridges at that point. He got his troops over, with the exception of
tho artillery, by fording the stream, at a little after 3 o'clock. Leaving his
artillery to follow when the bridges should be reconstructed, he pushed on
with the remainder of his command. At Rossville he came upon t.he flank
of a llivision of the enemy, which soon commenced a retreat along the ringe.
This threw them on Palmer. They could make but little resistance in the
position they were caught in, and as many of them as could do so escaped.

Digitized by GoogIe



CHATTANOOGA. 709

Many, however, were captured. Hooker's position during the night of the
25th was near Rossville, extending east of the ridge. Palmer was on his left,
on the road to Graysville.

During the night I telegraphed to Willcox that Bragg had been defeated,
and that immediate relief would be sent to Burnside if he could hold out j to
Halleck I sent an announcement of our victory, and informed him that forces
would be sent up the valley to relieve Burnside.

Before the battle of Chattanooga opened I had taken measures for the
relief of Burnside the moment the way should be clear. Thomas was directed
to have the little steamer that had been built at Chattanooga loaded to its
capacity with rations and ammunition. Granger's corps was to move by the
south bank of the Tennessee River to the mouth of the Holston, and up that
to Knoxville, accompanied by the boat. In addition to the supplies trans
ported by boat, the men were to carry forty rounds of ammunition in their
cartridge-boxes, and four days' rations in haversacks.

In the battle of Chattanooga, troops from the Army of the Potomac, from
the Army of the Tennessee, and from the Army of the Cumberland partici
pated. In fact, the accidents growing out of the heavy rains and the sudden
rise in the Tennessee River so mingled the troops that the organizations were
not kept together, under their respective commanders, during the battle.
Hooker, on the right, had Geary's division of the Twelfth Corps, Army of
the Potomac j Osterhaus's division of the Fifteenth Corps, Army of the
Tennessee; and Cruft's division of the Army of the Cumberland. Sherman
had three divisions of his own army, Howard's corps from the Army of the
Potomac, and Jeff. C. Davis's division of the Army of the Cumberland.
There was no jealousy- hardly rivalry. Indeed I doubt whether officers
or men took any note at the time of this intermingling of commands. All
saw a defiant foe surrounding them, and took it for granted that every move
was intended to dislodge him, and it made no difference where the troops
came from so that the end was accomplished.

The victory at Chattanooga was won against great odds, considering the
advantage the enemy had of position j and was accomplished more easily
than was expected by reason of Bragg's making several grave mistakes:
first, in sending away his ablest corps commander, with over 20,000 troops;
second, in sending away a division of troops on the eve of battle; third, in
placing 80 much of a force on the plain in front of his impregnable position.

It was known that Mr. Davis had visited Bragg on Missionary Ridge a
short time before my reaching Chattanooga. It was reported and believed
that he had come out to reconcile a serious difference between Bragg and
Longstreet, and finding this difficult to do planned the campaign against
Knoxville, to be conducted by the latter general. I had known both Bragg
and Longstreet before the war, the latter very well. We had been three
years at West Point together, and, after my graduation, for a time in the
same regiment. Then we served together in the Mexican war. I had known
Bragg in Mexico, and met him occasionally subsequently. I could well
understand how there might be an irreconcilable difference"between them.
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Bragg was a remarkably intelligent and well-informed man, professionally
and otherwise. He was also thoroughly upright. But he was possessed of
an irascible temper, and was naturally disputatious. A man of the highest
moral character and the most correct habits, yet in the old army he was in
frequent trouble. As a subordinate he was always on the lookout to catch
his commanding officer infringing upon his prerogatives; as a post com
mander he was equally vigilant to detect the slightest neglect, even of the
most trivial order.

I heard in the old army an anecdote characteristic of General Bragg. On
oue occasion, when stationed at a post of several companies, commanded by a
field-officer, he was himself commanding one of the companies and at the
same time acting post quartermaster and commissary. He was a first lieu
tenant at the time, but his captain was detached on other duty. .As com
mander of the company he made a requisition upon the quartermaster
himself-for something he wanted. As quartermaster he declined to fill the
requisition, and indorsed on the back of it his reason for so doing. As com
pany commander he responded to this, urging that his requisition called for
nothing but what he was entitled to, and that it was the duty of the quarter
master to fill it. As quartermaster he still persisted that he was right. In
this condition of affairs Bragg referred the whole matter to the commanding
officer of the post. The latter, when he saw the nature of the matter referred,
exclaimed: "My God, Mr. Bragg, you have quarreled with every officer in
the army, and now you are quarreling with yourself."

Longstreet was an entirely different man. He was brave, honest, intelli
gent, a very capable soldier, subordinate to his superiors, just and kind to
his subordinates, but jealous of his own rights, which he had the courage
to maintain. He was never on the lookout to detect a slight, but saw
one as soon as anybody when intentionally
giv 11.

It may u" that LOll • tr twa: u tnt
Kn xvill f r th r 'a on tat d, 1 ut h
Mr. avi. h,d all exalt ii orilli 11 f hi'

DBPABTURE OF THE FIRST 1I0SPITAL TRAIN PROII CHATTANOOO.l., JANUARY, 1lMU, AND Ill,TElUoa
01' A HOSPITAL CAR. FROJI A W A.B-TIJlE SKSTCH.
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military genius, and thought he saw a chance of " killing two birds with one
stone." On several occasions during the war he came to the relief of the
Union army by means of his superior military genius.

I speak advisedly when I say Mr. Davis prided himself on his military
capacity. He says so himself virtually, in his answer to the notice of his
nomination to the Confederate Presidency. Some of his generals have said
so in their writings since the downfall of the Confederacy. Whatever the
cause or whoever is to blame, grave mistakes were made at Chattanooga,
which. enabled us, with the undaunted courage of the troops engaged, to gain
a great victory, under the most trying circumstances presented during the
war, much more easily than could otherwise have been attained. If Chatta
nooga had been captured, east Tennessee would have followed without a
struggle. It would have been a victory to have got the army away from
Chattanooga safely. It was manifold greater to defeat, and nearly destroy,
the besieging army.

In this battle the Union army numbered in round figures about 60,000 men;
we lost 752 killed, and 4713 wounded and 350 captured or missing. The
rebel loss was much greater in the aggregate, as we captured, and sent North
to be rationed there, over 6100 prisoners. Forty pieces of artillery, over
seven thousand stand of small-arms, and many caissons, artillery wagons,
and baggage wagons fell into our hands. The probabilities are that our loss
in killed was the heavier, as we were the attacking party. The enemy reported
his loss in killed at 361; but as he reported his missing at 4146, while we held
over 6000 of them as prisoners, and there must have been hundreds, if not
thousands, who deserted, but little reliance can be placed in this report.
There was certainly great dissatisfaction with Bragg, ! on the part of the sol
diers, for his harsh treatment of them, and a disposition to get away if they
could. Then, too, Chattanooga following in the same half-year with Gettys
burg in the East, and Vicksburg in the West, there was much the same feel
ing in the South at this time that there had been in the North the fall and
winter before. If the same license had been allowed the people and the press
in the South that was allowed in the North, Chattanooga would probably
have been the last battle fought for the preservation of the Union.

Bragg's army now being in full retreat, the relief of Burnside's position at
Knoxville was a matter for immediate consideration. Sherman marched
with a portion of the Army of the Tennessee, and one corps of the Army of
the Cumberland, toward Knoxville; but his approach caused Longstreet to
abandon the siege long before these troops reached their destination. Knox
ville was now relieved; the anxiety of the President was removed, and the
loyal portion of the North rejoiced over the double victory: the raising of the
siege of Knoxville and the victory at Chattanooga.

~ General Bragg was sncceeded by Genl'rsl military operati01l8 in the armies of th~ Confederacy."
Hardee December 2d, 1863, and the latter by InNovember, 1864, he was placed in command of
General Polk December 23d. General Johnston the Department of North Carolina. In February,
assumed command December 27th. On February 1865, he came under General J. E. Johnston's
24th, 1864, General Bragg, "under the direction command again, and so remained till the surrender.
of the President, was charged with tM Clmduct of General Bragg died Sept. 27th, 1876.-EDITORS.



SHERMAN'S ATTACK AT THE TUNNEL.

BY S. H. K. BYERS, CAPTAIN, U. S. V.

I T was the eve of the battle of Chattanooga. I of us - we did not ask what for, we knew too welL
had lately returned to the Army of the Tenne8- Quietly the pontoon-boats had been slipped out of

see, after a very short furlough, from my home in the little creek to our left, and into the river, and
the West. How well I remember it-ten days of quietly we stepped down the bank, two by two,
furlough ont of four years of war! It was the only into the rude craft. "Be prompt as you can, boJs,
time in the whole four years that I slept in a bed. there's room for thirty in a boat," said a tall man
We had helped to capture Vicksburg after a hun- who stood on the bank near us, in the darkness.
dred days' siege, and felt entitled to a rest. My Few of us had ever before heard the voice of our be
regiment, the 5th Iowa, had already marched 2000 loved commander. Sherman's kind words, his per
miles in two years. But Rosecrans was in straits, sonal presence, his attention to every detaIl of the
Sherman was called for, and we made the forced dangerous adventure, waked confidence in every
march of four hundred miles from Memphis to one. He was with us, and sharing the dangt'r.
Chattanooga without a murmur. In a quarter of an hour a thousand of us were

Our camp was a concealed one in which no out in the middle of the river, afloat in the dark
fires or lights were permitted - no noises allowed. ness. Would they fire on us from the opposite
In the darkness of the previous night, the command shore' -was our constant thought. Those were
had left bright 1I.res burning in a wood, and had strange feelings, we soldiers had, out in the mid
secretly marched to this hidden position. Close dIe of the river that night. We were not aware
beside it, the broad and rapid waters of the Ten- that a boat-load of our comrades in blue had cro8SCd
nessee rolled off into the darkness. On the oppo- farther up the stream, just at midnight, and had
site bank, numbers of rebel pickets kept guard, captured the rebel pickets on the bank without, fir
ignorant of our presence. Behind these pickets ing a shot. We met a boat in the water, full of
were the high hills known as Missionary Ridge, men - the captured pickets being rowed over to
thoroughly intrenched and defended by a large our side of the river. It was a fine ruse that had
rebel army, just fresh from victory. In a little been played on them. The boys, crossing above.
creek close by lay secreted 116 pontoons. What had got in behind them, and then, calling out the
were they there for' The silence, the secrecy, "relief," deceived and captured all but one.
the mystery of the scene, convinced us that there In half an hour we were up the opposite bank
was work ahead - and that we had to do it. and creeping along throngh the t,hickets - a spade

Before sundown two great soldiers had quietly in one hand and a rifle in the other. What might
been inspecting the little camp and the banks of happen any moment, we knew not. Where W88

the river. They were Grant and Sherman. Other the picket that had escaped' Why was not the
officers, strangers to us, had come and looked at whole rebel camp alarmed and upon ns' Day
the pontoons in the creek, and a great wagon-load light came; bnt it found us two thousand &trong,
of boat-oars had been quietly placed beside them. intrenched with rifle-pits a mile in length. What
We were at supper when the order came to row a sight for Bragg! Hand about, we worked and
over the river and assault at midnight. I laid digged like beavers. An old Quaker came down to
down my knife and fork, and stopped eating. A expostulate with us for mining his farm b:r sueh
strange sensation came over me. Certainly I had digging. The scene was ludierous, and the boys
been in dangerous places before. The regiment gave a derisive little cheer for" Broad-brim."
had a record for gallantry. The names of 1I.ve The noise drew upon us the shells from a hiddE'D
battles were already inscribed upon its ban- battery, and cost us two wounded men. It very
ners. Within two years from enlistment, half the nearly cost our friend his life, as an exploding
men in the regiment had been killed, wounded, shell left a hole within a y&rd of him, twice as
or disabled. We already had our third colonel. broad as his big hat.
Numerous of our line officers had been promoted Still we dug on at onr rifle-pits. Other regiment8
to higher posts. My own red sash had been given were ferried across. By noon the pontoon-bridgt'
me under the guns of Vicksburg. Yes, we had was down behind us, and Boon the whole army
seen fighting, but I had always been a believer in corps was over.
presentiments, and, somehow, something told me All the afternoon we manmnvred and fought
that I was doomed - that some calamity was in for position. chasing the ('nemy off one high llill
sto1"e for me. spur only to find him better intrenehed behind

The critical situation and the vast consequences another. These were the outlying hills betwE'E'n
dependent on success or failure were known to us Missionary Ridge proper and the banks of the ri\""er.
all as we lay in the shadows that evening, waiting The real position was across fieldll and hollows, and
the order to move over the dark river and assault farther up on the mountain. Sullenly and slo~ly

the heights of Missionary Rid~. the enemy gave way, preparing in his high positioD
Midnight came-but we still lay quiet ; 2 o'clock, for the batt.1e of the morrow.

and we heard some gentle splashing in the water That night my regiment stood picket in the wood
Dear us, and the noise of muftiI'd oars. Every man at the front. All night long we eould hear the
seized his rifle. "Quiet, boys-fall in qnietly," rebel1l.eld-batteries taking position on Missionary
laid the captains. Spades were handed to many Ridge. For &. hundred hours we had Beaftely Ilept.
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SHERMAN'S ATTACK AT THE TUNNEL.

..

The 25th of November dawned clear and beauti
ful, and with the sunrise came the bugle-sound for
Corse's division at our center to advance on the ene
my. All the morning the hills and woods in front
of Missionary Ridge resounded with the crash of
musketry. The battle raged for over an hour for
th" possession of a single hill-crest. Once the hail
of bullets became so heavy that a. temporary halt
was made. The enemy had the advantage of posi
tion and numbers everywhere. So close were
they, and so protected behind rifle-pits, logs, and
bowlders, that they could throw stones on the
a.s8&ulting columu and do almost a.s much harm
with them a.s with bullets. More regiments were
sentin to Corse, and the hand-to-hand &llllB.ult was
renewed till Corse himself WDoS borne wounded from
the field. Btill his men fought on, retreating not
a foot. Around to our left, General J. E. Smith's
division was gradually gettiDK posBession of that
part of the enemy's line, and far off across Lookout
Valley, Hooker's men, in possession of the heights,
were driving in the left fiank of the rebel army.

It was 2 o'clock when our division, my own regi
ment with it, was ordered to fix bayonets and join
in the assanlt on the ridge. We had been concealed
from the enemy all the forenoon by the edge of a
wood i yet his constant shelling of this wood
showed that he knew we were there. As the
column came out upon the open ground, and in
Bight of the rebel batteries, their renewed Dond con
centrated fire knocked the limbs from the trees
about our heads. An awful cannonade had opened
on us. In front of us was a rail-fence. Its splinters
and fragments fiew in every direction. II Jump the
fence, boys," was the order, aud never WB.8 a fence
scalad more quickly. It was nearly half a mile to
the rebel position, and we started on the charge,
ruuning seross the open fields. I had heard the
roaring of heavy battle before, but never such a
shrioking of cannon-balls and bursting of shells
as met us on that run. We couJd see the rebels
working their guns, while in plain view other bat
teries galloped up, nnlimbered, and let loose upon
us. Behind us our own batteries were firing at
the enemy over our heads, till the storm and roar
became horrible. ThA line officers screamed at
the top of their voices, trying to repeat the orders
to the men. .. Steady, steady. Bear to the right!
Don't fire! Steady, steady," was yelled till every
one of us wa.s hoarse, and until the fearful thunder
of the cannonade made all commands unheard and
nBeless. In ten minutes the field was crossed, the
foot of the ascent wa.s reached, and now the Con
federates poured into our faces the reBerved fire of
their awful musketry. It helped little that we re
turned it from our own rifies, hidden as the enemy
were in rifie-pits, behind logs, and stumps, and
trees. Still we ohal"Ked, and olimbed a fenoe in
front of them, and oharged again. The order was
given to lie down and eontinue firing. Then some

JFor aeven monthe we olftcel'll lingered In LIbby
prlenn. and then for eIght. monthe more In MRt'on Bnd
Columhla. Hoet of the privatM dIed In Andel'llOnvllle.
When I llIMl&ped at Colambia, tltteen manthe afterward.
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one oried, "Look to the tunnel!" There, on the
right, pouring through a tunnel in the mountain,
and out of the railwa)' cut, came the gray-coats by
hundreds, fianking us completely. .. Stop them!"
cried our colonel to those of us at the right. .. Push
them back I " It was but the work of a few mo
ments to rise to our feet and run to the mouth of
the tunnel, firing as we ran. Too late! They
were through by hundreds, and 0. fatal enfilading
fire wa.s cutting our line to pieces. No wonder the
brigade temporarily faltered and gave way, when
a whole army of the enemy seemed concentrated
on a single point.

"Come out of that sword," shrieked a big Missis
sippian at me. "And give me that revolver," cried
another. " And get up the hill quicker than hell,"
cried l.Jth of them. It was time i for our own
batteries were now po'Uring a fearful fire on the
very spot where we stood. The rocks and the
earth fiew about us, and everything seemed to
smoke. Not only this, our brigade was rally
ing to charge again, and other brigades were
climbing with them to the hill-top. Still more,
Thomas was storming the oenter.

In a moment I refiected that I was a prisoner,
and horrible pictures of Libby and Andersonville
fia.shed through my mind - and with them the
presentiment of evil I had had the night before
the assault. I took a blanket from one of my dead
comrades lying near me, and at the point of the
bayonet I was hurried on up the mountain, the
fire from our own guns constantly increasing. I
passed numerous lines of the enemy standing or
lying in the rille-pits with which the whole moun
tain-side was honeycombed, both in front of Sher
man and in front of Thoma.s. Once I glanced
back and to the right. Glorious sight I The troops
of Thomas were storming up the 'slopes of Mission
ary Ridge. In a hollow, back of the lines, I was
mustered with others of my brigade who had been
captured. Three of that night's messmates were
among them. We were relieved of our watches,
our money, our knives, even our pocket-combs, by
a chivalrous young officer of the guard. J

"Why do your oaissons hurry so to the rear'" I
inquired of thiR gallant gentleman as I handed
him my pocket-book. "For ammunition, of course,"
wa.shis promptreply. "And the cannon," I ventured
further, notieing a dozen brass field-pieces being
galloped off with i "do they bring ammunition
too'" "Fall in," was the quick answer. "Guards,
fall in: quiek. quiek I" In five minutes, prisoners
and guards, infantry, artillery, and wagons were
on the rnn pell-mell to the rear. Missionary Ridge
had been taken.

Twenty-five miles they marched us down the
railroad that night without stopping. Whizzing
by us went trains loaded with wounded antI dying
Roldiers. Far behind us we heard our own vic
torious cannon in pursuit.

only elxte.-n of the sIxty of my relf\ment who were l'&PO
tl1red wIth me on that day were alive. Of the nine of
my own company \Bl wbo were taken, only aIle be81des
myself wBIIleft to tell the tale.- B. H. X. B.
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him not to give the order till he had heanl my
report of my examination of the day before and
had looked into a plan I had to propose for open
ing the river to our steamboatll, of which there
were two then partly disabled, but which bad not
been repaired by me lest they should eventually
serve the purpose of the enemy. Alter a discus
sion which I think 11'88 finished in two days, and by
the 22d of October, he gave his approval to the
plan, and I went to work at once, he giving the
neceu&ry orders for the colSperating movements
from Bridgeport, which were a vital part of the
operations. After that there was but one discwt
lion between General Thomas and myself, which
11'88 as to the relative time at which Hooker's col
umn 11'88 to move from Bridgeport. That took
place after the arrival of General Grant at Chat
tanooga, all others having been concluded before
General Grant made his appearance.

When Grant bad been but about twelve hours in
Chattanooga, and before he bad even started on
his trip to Brown's Ferry, Mr. nAna bad Bketchffi
to the Secretary of War the subetauce of the
whole movement.J That General Thomas bad,
after General Grant's arrival, to put before him
the plan which he bad determined upon, and that
General Grant's approval was neceuary, and that
it 11'88 proper for him to go to Brown's Ferry at once
to see the position before he gave his approval to
it, oannot be gainsaid, but there is not the slightest
reason for doubting that Thomas would have made
the same move with the same men and with the
same results, had General Grant been in LouisvillE',
from which place he had telegraphed the order put
ting Thomas in command of the Army of the Cum
berland. General Grant does not overstate the
importance of this movement to the army. It gave
at once to the army food and clothing, with forage
for the animals which were yet alive, and last, but
not least, ammunition, of which General Graut
says the Union army bad "not enough for a day'll
fighting." From being an army in a condition in
whioh it could not retreat, it became an army
which, so soon 88 it was reenforced by the troops
with Sherman, assumed the oll'ensive, and nnder
the leadership of General Grant helped to win the
battle of Missionary Ridge, intlicting a mortal blow
upon the army under Bragg. General Thomaa was
a man who observed strictly the proprieties and
oourtesies of military life; and bad the plan "for
opening the route to Bridgeport," and the orders
necessary for its execution, emanated from General
Grant, Thomas would h&rdly have noticed the sub
ject in the following words:

.. To Brlgadler-General W. F. Smith. cbJet en«tueer,
should be aooorded great praise tor the lnjrenulty wbleb
conceived, 8nd the ahlllty wbloh executed, the mo~
ment nt Brown's Ferry. The preparations ....l'n' all
lQooe In sooreoy, 88 W8S also the boat expedition which
PB88ed uDdor the overhanl!1ng a1111's ot Lookout, 80

bridge across the river at Chattanooga. I asked muoh so that when the bridge was throYU at BIoYU·.

1Telegrams ot Dana to Stanton, October~ and 24th, 10 4•••
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ON the 3d of Octo
ber, 1863, hav

ing reported to
General Rosecrans
at Chattanooga. I
was assigned the
duty of chief engi
neer of the Army
of the Cumberland,
and it devolved on
me as a part of my
duty, first, to layout
and construot the

.....IL....""".....,. 0' L.OO«OUT """"T.... fortifications so as
to enable a compar

atively small force to hold the place, and, secondly,
to look out for the communications by which the
army was supplied. In the performance of that duty
I was actively engaged in building boats and mate
rial for bridges, and was Iltndying earnestly to find
some way of restoring our short line of communi
cations lost by the giving up of Lookout Mountain
and Valley. I founl1a most exoellent company of
volunteers styled "Miohigan Engineers and Me
ohanics," commanded by Captain Perrin V. Fox.
Before my arrival they bad set up a saw-mill, and
were engaged in making boais and flooring, etc.,
for military bridges. In plll'lluance of the para
mount neoessity of finding some way of shorten
ing our distanoe to the railroad at Bridgeport, on
the 19th of October I started to make a personal
examination of the north side of the Tenneuee
River below Chattanooga. The object was to find
some point on the south side, the holding of which
would seoure to us the river from Bridgeport
through the Racooon Mountain, and the short
road in the valley from there to Chattanooga. On
returning unsuocessful in my sl'arch, to within
about five miles of Chattanooga, I saw before me
ou a bluff, washed by the river, an earth-work in
which was posted a field-battery commanding a
road through a break in the hills on the opposite
side, where had formerly been established a ferry,
known as Brown's Ferry. The place struck me as
worthy of examination, and learning from the com
manding officer of the battery that there was a
tacit agreement that the pickets should not fire on
each other, I left my horse in the battery and went
down to the water's edge. There I spent an honr,
studying the character of the bills, the roadway
through the go~e, and marking and estimating
the distances to the fires of the picket reserves of
the enemy. I then rode back to headquarters, to
find that during my absence General Rosecrans
had been relieved from duty there and General
George H. Thomas put in command of the army.

The next morning, October 20th, General
Thomas asked me what length of bridge material
I had not in use, aud direoted me to throw another

Digitized by GoogIe
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Fe1T;y, on the morning ot the 27th, the surpr18e was all

great to the army within Chattanooga all It WaH to the
anny beB1eg1ng It from without." [From the report ot
the Committee on the Conduct of the War.]

With some hesitation I will give a copy of a
letter from General Grant to the Secretary of War,
which, though speaking of me in possibly much
too high terms, is yet important in this connec
tion from its date. It was written two weeks
after the opening of the river, and two weeks be
fore the battie of Missionary Ridge. It could
hardly have been written from General Grant's
previous knowledge of me, for he aays he "had
no recollection of having met me, after my [his]
graduation, in 1843, up to this time,"- the night
of his arrival at Chattanooga, - October 23d,
1863. It could not have been written because I
had shown zeal in establishing a saw-mill, making
a steamboat or any amount of bridge material, DOl'

yet because I had commanded two brigades in a
surprise attack at Brown's Ferry. No other move
ment than the successful opening of the river had
been made from the time of General Grant's ar
rival to the date of this letter. Was it possible
that it rose from any other reason than that
General Grant, appreciating fully the great and
prompt change in the oondition of the army, aris
ing from the opening of the river, had perhaps
over-estimated the ability of the one who within
his own knowledge had planned the movement'
Circumstanoes afterward occurred to change the
relations between General Grant and myself, to
which it is not necessary to refer, and his opinion
of me may and probably did afterward undergo a
change, but at the time at which the letter was
written there was some striking reason which pro
duced it:
.. HEA.DQUARTBRS, MILlTA.JlY DIVI8ION 01' THE MIIl8.

.. CUA.rrA.Il000A., TENNESSBB, November 12th, 1883.
.. HON. E. M. BrA.NTON, secretary of War.

.. SIB: I would respoottnlly recommend that Brlga
dler-General William F. Bmlth be placed ftrIIt on the list
for promotion to the rank 01 ml\lol'-g8neral. He Is poll
sesaed of one of the cleareIIt military heads In the army
Is very practical and Industrlous- no man In the service
1lJ better qual11led than he for our largest commands.

.. I have the honor to be, very respoottnlly. your obe-
dient servant, " U. B. GRA.NT.

(Olllclal) .. Ml\lor-GeneraL
.. Signed, GBO. K. LEEr, A881lJtant AdJutant-GeneraL"

Not only is it due to the truth of history that
this evidence of General Grant's military apprecia
tion of the movement on Brown's Ferry should
appear, but it also establishes his generosity of
character in giving credit where he felt it to be due.

At some future time I may have an oppor
tunity of doing justice to the memory of General
George H. Thomas, whose comparatively early
death was so great a loss to the country. The
civil war developed no higher character than his,
viewed in all its aspects, either as soldier or civil
ian. There are no clouds on it to mar the bright
ness of his glory.

General Grant's narrative [see p. 679] is in
text and inference so unjust to the memory of the
late Major-General George H. Thomas that it is
proper to make a statement of facts taken in the
main from omcial papers.

In November, 1863, Mr. Charles A. Dana, Ali
sistant Seoretary of War, was at Chattanooga.
Under date of November 5th, 11 A. Jol., he tele
graphed to Mr. Btanton:

.. . . . Grant and ThomlUJ considering plan proposed
by W. F. Bmlth to advance our pickets on the lett to
Cltico Creek, about a mile In front of the positlou they
have occupied from the tlrBt, and to threaten the seizure
01 the north-west extremity of M1lJB1onary Ridge. This,
taken In connection with our present demonstration
In Lookout Valley, wlll compel them to concentrate and
come back trom Burnside to tight here."

It is perhaps well to explain here that at that
time no plan for future operations had been dis
cussed. On the supposition that Sherman's foroes
would be united with those of Thomas in front of
Chattanooga, more spaoe than we occupied was
neoessary for the proper encampments and prob
able developments for a battle. This made a
move to the front at that time for the acquisition
of more ground a proper one under all circum
stances. It will be seen that in the plan proposed
by me, as ohief engineer, only a threat to 8eize the
north-west end of Missionary Ridge was intended,
and with the idea that such a feint might force the
recall of Longstreet. I think I may safely state
that I did not propose at that time, in view of the
condition of the Army of the Cumberland, to sug
gest anything that would bring on a general battle
unless under the guns of our forts at Chattanooga.
The next telegram to Seoretary Btanton referring
to this move is dated November 7th at 10 A. M.,
and states:

.. Before receiving this Information [report ot a rebel
dllllCrter] Grant hlld ordered Thomas to execute the
movement on Clt1co Creek which I reported on the 6th
8S proposed by Bmlth. Thomas, who rather pre1erred
an attempt on Lookout Mountain, de8lred to postpone
the operation until Bherman should come up. but Grant
ho.s decided that for the sake 01 Burnside the attack
must be made at once, and I presume the advlUloo on
ClUeo will take place to-morrow evening, and that on
M1lJ81onary Ridge Immediately afterward. If successful,
this operation will dlvide Bragg'sforneR In Chattanooga
valley from those In the valley 01 the Chlckamanga,
and will compel him either to retreat, leaving the raH
road communication of Cheatham and Longstreet ex
posed. or else tight a hattle with b1lJ diminished fo1'OOs."

From General Grant's order of November 7th
the following extract is made:

.. . . . I deem the best movement to ath'tICt the
enemy to he an attack on the north end ot M1lJslonary
Ridge with all the fol'C"l you can bring to bear ~lnst
it, Bnd, when that 1lJ ea,.....,d. to threaten, and even attack
11 posslhle, the enemy's Une 01 communication between
Dalton and Cleveland. . . . The movement should not
be made one moment later than to-morrow morning."

It will be seen from this order that the plan
proposed by me had been entirely changed, for
while I had proposed only to threaten the seizure
of the north-west end of Missionary Ridge, Gen
eral Grant proposed "to attack the enemy" by
carrying the ridge, and then "to threaten, and
even attack if possible," the lines of communica
tion; that ill, to bring on II general ungagement.
When it is remembered that eighteen days after
this Sherman with six perfectly appointed divi
sions failed to carry this same point of Missionary
Ridge, at a time when Thomas with four divisions
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stood threatening Bragg's center, and Hooker
with nearly three divisions was driving in Bragg's
left flank (Bragg having no more strength than on
the 7th), it will not be a matter of surprise that
the order staggered Thomas. After the order had
been issued I sought a conversation with General
Grant for the purpose of inducing a modifil'ation,
and began by asking General Grant what was the
plan proposed by General Thomas for carrying out
the order. To this General Grant replied, " When
I haDe 8ufflcient confidence in a general to leave him
in command of an army, I have enough confidence in
him to ~ave his plana to hitn8f!lf!' This answer
seemed to cut off all discussion, and nothing more
was said on the snbject.

l::lbortly after that General Thomas sent for me,
and under the impression that the order related to
my piau, referred to in Mr. Dana's dispatch of No
vember 5th, said, "If I attempt to carry out the
order I have received, my army will be terribly
beaten. You must go and get the order revoked!'
Without replying to this I asked General Thomas
to go np the river with me, and we set ont directly,
going to a hill opposite the mouth of the South
Chickamauga Creek, where we spent an hour or
more. We looked carefully over the ground on
which Thomas would have to operate, noted the
extreme of Bragg's camp-fires on Missionary Ridge,
and then, becoming convinced that Thomas with
his force could not outflank Brag/(s right without
endangering our connection with Chattanooga, 011

our return I went directly to General Grant, and
reported to him that after a careful reconnoissance
of the ground I was of the decided opinion that no
movement could be m&de in that direction until
the arrival of Sherman's forces. That very even
ing the order for Thomas to move was counter
manded, and no further effort to aid Burnside was
attempted till the Army of the Tennessfle had
joined the army at Chattanooga. On the 8th of
November, at 11 A. M., Mr. Dana sent to the Sec
retary of War the following dispatch:

.. Reconnot~sance of Cltlco Creek and bead of MI8
elonsry Ridge made yesterday by ThoWB8, Smith, and
Brannsn from the belj!'bta ol'poelte on the north of the
Tenn68see proved Smltb's plan for attack impractica
ble. Tbe ('reek llnd country are wrongly laid down on
our maps, aDd DO operation tor tbe se~ureof Missionary
Rldl!'6 can be undertaken witb the force whicb Tbomae
can now command tor tbe purpose. That force canDOt
by any elrort be made to exceed eighteen tbousand
meD."

General Grant in his official report says:

.. Direetlona were ~ven for a movement against Mis
sionary Rldjfll, witb a view to c·nrryinj!' it, . • . • of
wblob linformlld BurnsIde on tbe 7tb of Novl'mber by
telegrapb. After a thorougb reconnolsslUlce of the
j!'rDuud. howe\'er, it WIU! deemed utterlll '".prtu"lkable
M make tbe move until Sberman could get np. because
of the inadequacy of our foreee and tbe condition of
the animals then at CbattBDooga."

The writer of an article entitled" General Grant, "
in "The Century" for May, 1885, says of Chat
tano0ltB: "Few battles in any war have ever been
fought so strictly according to the plan. This battle
was fought as nesrly acoording to the plan laid
down in advance as any reoorded in the schools."

Holding at the time the position of chief t'ngi
neer of the Army of the Cumberland under General
Thomas, and being at the same time chief engineer
of the Military Division of the MiB8issippi under
General Grant, it was absolntely necellll&l'Y that I
should know tho plan to be able to direct the
engineering operations. Let me compare the
original plan as "laid down in advance" with a
sketch of the battle as fought.

The original plan of the battle of Chattanooga
WIlS to turn Bragg's right flank on MiBBionary
Ridge, thereby throwing his army away from its
base and natural line of retreat. This, the first
thing to be done, was confided to Sherman, alld
the plan was not adopted till after Sherman had
carefully examined the situation and IlB8erted that
he could do the work assigned to him. Thomas
was to hold the center and right of our front, to
c06perate with I:lherman, and attack when the
proper time arrived.

The preliminary movements were simple. Sher
man was to effect a lodgment on the left bank of
the Tennessee River, just below the mouth of the
South Chickamauga Creek. This was to be done
by landing a brig&de of troops from the boats,
which were to be used in the bridge to be thrown
at that point acroS" the Tennessee for the crossing
of Sherman's army. One division of Sherman's
army was to march up the Lookout Valley, on the
extreme right of our operations,· and threaten a
pass in Lookout Mountain, ostensibly to turn
Bragg's ~ft flank. The march was to be made in
daylight, in llight of the enemy, and after dark the
division was to retrace its steps, crosa the Ten
nessee at Brown's Ferry, and join the main body
of Sherman's force, which W80ll to be massed dur
ing the night preceding the intended attack at the
point where the bridge was to be laid. Hooker
with his small force was to hold Lookout Valley
and threaten Lookout Monntain at the point where
it strikes the Tennessee. This general plan was
filled in with all necellsary details, embracing all
the initial movements of the whole force nnder
Graul.. At the very ontset began the changes in
this plan. The division which made the threat
against Bragg's left fiank on retnming fonnd the
bridge at Brown's Ferry impassable; and as it
conld not join Sberman, it was tnmed over to
Hooker, who was ordered, with his command
thus strengthened, to assault the works on his
front on Lookout Monntain. This was a most
decided change from the plan "laid down in ad
vance."

On the evening of the first day the results conld
be summed up as follows: Sherman had crossed.
the Tennessee River at the point selected. but had
not turned Braf«(s ri~ht flank. Thomas bad
drawn out the Army of the Cumberland facing
Missionary Ridge, had connected with Sherman,
but had had no fi~hting other than skirmishing
vllried by some artillery practice. Hooker had
carried Lookout Mountain after a fl~t whieb has
been celebrated in song 8S .. the battle above the
clouds!' This victory of Hooker's compelled Bragg
to witbdraw his troops from the Chattano~Val
ley, and retreat or concentrate for a battle OIl
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MiBBionary Ridge. On the morning of the second
day Hooker was ordered by Thomas to march for
and carry the RosBville Gap in Missionary Ridge,
and as soon as that was done to send an aide or
eouner to him, in order that he might then make
the assault of the " Ridge" with the Army of the
Cilmberland. Sherman with severe fighting con
tinued his efforts to reach the crest of Missionary
Ridge. As the day wore on, and no news came
from Hooker, Thomas grew anxious, but could
give no order to assault the works on his front
till one at least of the enemy's flanks had been
turned.

Finally, in the afternoon, General Grant sent
orders directly to the division commanders of the
Army of the Cumberland to move forward and
carry the rifle-pits in their front at the base of Mis
sionary Ridge. This was very easily done, and
after capturinK the rifte-pits the soldiers, seeing
that they could not remain there under the fire
from the crest of the ridge, and having no inten
tion of giving up any ground won by them, de
manded to be led np the hill to storm the works on
the crest, which was sllccessfully done, and Bragg's

headquarters were in their possession just before
the sun went down on the second day of the battle.
This assault was, of course, the crisis of the whole
battle, and the successful carrying of Missionary
Ridge was doubtless due in a measure to the posi
tion of Sherman and the threatening movement of
Hooker.

The battle was then ended and nothing left but a
retreat by one and a pursuit by the other opposing
general. A condensed statement of the history of
the original plan and the battle of Chattanooga. as
fought is this: The original plan contemplated
the turning of Bragg's right flank, which teas flot
done. The secondary plan of Thomas looked to
ward following up the success of Hooker at Look
out Mountain by turning the left flank of Bragg,
and then an attack by Thomas along his entire
front. The Rossville Gap was not carried in time
to be of more than secondary importanoe in the
battle.

The assault on the center before either flank was
turned was never seriously contemplated, and was
made without plan, without orders, and as above
stated.

II. BY HENRY K. mST, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. S. v.

GENERAL SKITH very clearly shows that the plan
for the movement was originated some time prior
to General Grant's arrival at Chattanooga, and that
the only part of the plan Grant was concerned in
was the approval he gave to it, on it being submitted
to him by General Thomas and General Smith. The
necessary orders for the execution of the plan and
the approval of the movement, however, had been
given even prior to the date at whioh General
Thomas assumed command of the Army of the
Cumberland, wbich was the 20th of October,1863.

After the battle ot Chickamauga and the return
~f the troops to Chattanooga, the first aim of Gen
eral Rosecrans was to secure hiB command bebind
earth-works and fortifications on the front, snffi
ciently strong to enable the army BUccessfully to
resist any attack that might be made upon it in
that quartel". This being accomplished, the next
impol"tant demand was that of rations and supplies
fOl" the troops. In the exeoution of all of this Gen
eral Rosecnns was ably seconded by the very effi
~ient servioes of his chief engineer, General Smith;
any plan of the lattel", however, could only be car
ried into execution upon the approval of the com
manding general.

The general plan for the fomfications, and also
for the relil'f of the army with supplies, were those
~f the offioer in command of tbe army. The pre
liminaries and details of these plans were, of
course, intrusted to the obillf executive officer of
his staff in that bMnob of his service-his chief
engineer. In the execution of his general plan,
General Rosecrans, prior to the date of the order
relieving him, had selected William's Island as a
depot of snpplies. He had also contracted for the
rebuilding of the railroad bridge across thE' Ten
nessee and over Running Water, and had ordered
the constrnction of four steamboats, for the use of

his army on the river. He had also directed that
a sutJicient number of pontoons should be built, by
which he could throw a bridge aoross the Tennessee
below the mouth of Lookont Cl"eek, on which to
march and take possession of Lookout Valley.

One of the lo.st subjects of conference between
Generals Rosecrans and Thomas after midnight of
October 19th, 1863, and after Rosecrans's order
relinquishing the command had been written and
signed, grew out of the request of General Thomas
to Rosecrans, "Now, General, I want you to be
kind enough to describe the exact plan for the tak
ing of Lookont Valley as you proposed it." Gen
eralRosecrans went over it again, explaining how
it was his purpose to cross the river and where;
how he intended to occnpy Lookout Valley, and to
secure the use of the road on the south side of the
river-the plan as afterward matured and car
ried out.

When General Smith was assigned to dnty the
plan for the fortifioations had been fully consid
ered, and tbat for the relief of the troops in regard
to rations was well nnder way. Under General
Rosecrans's orders General Smith gave hill atten
tion to the details of both plans, and broup;bt his
skill to bear upon the best method to ac('\omplish
the desired results. When General Thomas assumed
command of the Army of the Cumberland, General
Smith was retained as chief engineer, and Thomas
continlled the preparations for the plan afterward
so successfully carried out in the "Brown's Ferry
movement," under the supervision of the chief
engineer as to the details. As General Sm1th
says, "Thomas would have made the same move
with the same men, and with the same results,
had General Grant been in Louisville."

General Smith says that General Thomas is en
titled to the credit of the sucoessful consummation
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of these plans. Certainly he is as agaiJ1llt the
claim of General Grant. Bnt as to Rosecrans, let
us see what General Thomas himself says. In hiB
report, dated November 7th, 1863, of "The Bat
tle of Wauhatchie," he says:

.. PreUmlnary steps had already been taken to execute
tb18 vitally Important movement before the oommand
of the department devolved on me. The bridge whioh
It 11'88 necessary to throw aoroM the river at Brown's
Ferry to gain po_Ion of the northern end of Lookout
Valley and open communication with Bridgeport by
road and river WlUl nearly completed."

H all this had been accomplished by General
Rosecrans, the plan must have been under his
consideration with his approval for some weeks
prior to his removal.

On November 4th, 1863, in the report of the

part taken by the troops under him of the move
ment that actually opened up the road to Brown's
Ferry and Kelley's Ferry, General Smith saya :

.. On the 19th of OCtober I WlUl lustructed by General
RoIIecrans to reconnoiter the river in the vicinity' of
William's Island with a view ot making the Ulland a
cover tor a steamboat landing and store-hOUBe" etc."

I do not wiBh to appear as detracting from the
honor that belongs to General Smith, who exe
cuted the plan, to General Thomas, who ordered
the execution, to General Grant, who approved
the plan, but I think the truth of history calls for
& repetition of the statement as made by General
Thomas that he took up the work where his prede
cessor in command left it, and that he carried out
the plan of General Rosecrans in the 1I.nal move
ment.

III. POSTSCRIPT BY GENERAL W. 1'. SMITH.

GENERAL RoSECRANS never said anything to me
about a bridge into Lookout Valley, or a movement
by Hooker's command from Bridgeport, although
1 was his chief engineer and troops under my com
mand were making boats for bridges. Mr. Dana
telegraphed to Mr. Stanton early in October that
Rosecrans would throw a. bridge from Moccasin
Point into Lookout Valley. A bridge from Mocca.
sin Point could not have been thrown, for the nose
of Lookout Mountain was strongly held by the en
emy, and if the bridge had been thrown it could
not have been maintained, as it would have been
under close fire of a.rtillery.

Mr. Dana also telegraphed to Mr. Stanton that
Rosecrans had ordered Hooker to concentrate his
troops with a view to moving his force through
the Raccoon Mountain into Lookout Valley. H
that could have been done the operations at
Brown's Ferry were nseless, as it would have
been only necessary to throw a bridge after the
arrival of Hooker's troops in that Valley. With
Bragg's force, the p&lllles in the Raccoon Mountain
could have been held so as to make it impossible
for Hooker to get through them.

Shortly after my arrival at Chattanooga I told
General Rosecrans that he could not supply hill
army over the mountain roads as soon as the fall
rains began. He said I was mistaken, that he was
getting double the number of ratioJ1ll that he nsed.
I never said anything more on the subject. Seeing
that we were daily falling behind, even after the
troops had been put on half rations, I tried to
hurry on the defenses, and was &11 the time trying
to work out some plan for shortening the line of
supplies. It seemed to me that, by holding the
c.ountry between Bridgeport and tbe Raccoon
Mountain and the nose of Raccoon Mountain
where it struck the Tennessee River, we might use
William's Island as & depot of supplies, the trans
portation from Bridgeport being by water. Deter
mined to go and see if such a plan were practica
ble, I went to General Rosecrans on the evening
of the 18th of October and said, "Genl'ul, I wish
to 110 down the river to-morrow to see if we cannot
hold the river as far as William's Island, and nse
that for a depot." General Rosecrans said, II Go,

by all means, and I will go with you." We started
at an early hour the next morning, but after C!'0S8

ing tbe river General Rosecrans stopped to go
through the hospital and I pnshed on and made
the examination entirely alone. When I reached
camp Genilral Rosecrans had been relieved; he
left that night, I think, and I did not say a word
to him about what I had diBcovered and ",hat I
had to propose. It is impossible that Rosecrans
could have developed any plan for opening the
river to General Thomas which was satisfactory to
Thomas, for any plan would have required a bridge
to be thrown below Chattanooga, and General
Thomas directed me, when I went to report to
him the next day, to throw a bridge at the tOW'D.
That would have left nothing for another bridge,
and it took time to prepare boats and bridge
materials.

General Rosecrans could not have informed his
generals, with whom he was on confidential terms,
of any such plan, for when Thomas explained my
plan to tbem they opposed it strongly, and it took
two or three interviews to get General Thomas to
adopt the plan. Finally it was carried out exactly
as I had suggested it. General Thomas was a very
careful man about hiB statements and was very
particular in biB use of words. In his order he
was careful to give me credit for planninlt as well
as executing, and if he had had any such plan
given to him by General Rosecrans he would cer
tainly have not committed the injustice of giving
me the credit for the plan.

General Cist's quotation from my report refen
only to the William's Island project, which I gave
up as soon as I saw the ground, and that may hal'"El
been an idea of General Rosecrans, but he Cl'r
taiuly bad never taken any steps to find out if it
were practicable, which I found it was not. I
never heard of Brown's Ferry till I saw it. I did
not report on it to Rosecrans, and I do not beline
that Rosecrans had matured any scbeme for short
ening the liIlAl of communications. H he had, wby
did he 'bot execute it; for at the time he was re
lieved the Army of the Cumberland could not havt'
remained a week at Chattanool(&, under the t.hl'n
existing lines for obtaining supplies.
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BY .JOSEPH S. PULLJ:RTON, BREVET BRlG.-GEN., U. S. V., ASSISTANT ADJ.-GEN., 4TH ASHY CORPS.

APTER it became apparent tbat Bragg would not mighty fortress, lifted to tbe low hanging clouds
...i:1.. assault Rosecrans at Chattanooga, it was its threatening head crowned with siege-guns.
thougbt that be might crosll the river above, Tbe two lines of pickets were not more than three
threaten our linell of communication with the hundred yards apart j but, by common consent,
rear, and thus repeat, on the north side, the ma- there was no picket firing. On a still night, stand
nmuvre of Rosecrans. Longstreet advised such a ing on the picket line, one could hear the old negro
movement, but Bragg preferred to adopt the plan song" Dixie," adopted by the Confederates as
of starving us out. their national mnsic j while from our line came,

On September 24th a brigade that had held the in swelling response, "Hail Columbia" and" Tbe
point of Lookout Mountain was withdrawn. Bragg liI~pangled Banner." With a glass Bragg's
at once took posseasion, and sent Longstreet's headquarters on Mi88ionary Ridge, even the
corps over into Lookout Valley. He also extended movement of his o1Bcers and orderlies, could be
his pickets down the south bank of the river, nearly seen; while from the ridge or Lookout Mountain
to BrillReport, our base of supplies. This cut us off our whole camp was clearly in view. By daylight
from the river and the roads on its north and south our troops could be counted, our reveille heard,
banks, and left us but one open road to the rear. our roll-call noted, our scanty meals of half rations
Over tbill, for a time, we might haul supplies j but seen-the last without envy. And we were not
we were in a state of semi-siege. only heard and seen, but the enemy's signal-flag

The trees within our lines were soon cut down on Lookout talked, over our heads, with the sig
for use in the fortiftcations, or for fuel. There had nal-flag on Mi88ionary Ridge.
been but little rain since early in July. The earth The fall rains were beginning, and hauling was
was parched and blistered. Leaves had dried up becoming each day more difficult. Ten thousand
on the trees, and all the grass had withered and dead mules walled the sides of the road from
turned gray. The moving of men and animals Bridgeport to Chattanooga. In Chattanooga the
stirred up blinding clouds of dust which every men were on less than half rations. Guards stood
breeze sent whirling through the camps. With at the troughs of lU'tillery horses to keep the
the 8.rst week in October came the rains, and it soldiers from taking the scant supply of com
was a question whether the deep and sticky mud allowed these starving animals. Many horses died
was not more objectionable than the dust. of starvation, and most of those that survived grew

Our whole army was obliged to depend for every too weak for nee in pulling the lightest guns. Men
ration and every pound of fo~e on the mules followed the wagons as they eame over the river,
that hauled the army wagons over the sixty miles picking up the gBmS of eom and bits of craekers
of horrible road from Bridgeport. Some of the that fell to the ground. Yet there was no mnrmur
hills along this route were so steep that a heavy of discontent.
wagon was almost a load going up, and, now that Ever since Longstreet got into Lookout Valley,
the rains were falling, that part of it in the little Rosecrans had been making preparation to drive
valleys had become so soft and was so cut up that him out. A small stern-wheel steamboat was
a lightly loaded w&gOn would trink up to the axles. built lit Bridl{6portj a eaptured ferry-boat, recon-

In the third week of the occupation of Chatt&- structed, was made an available transport j and
noogs. no one, from commanding general down, material for boats and pontoons, or either, with
any longer expected or even thought of an attack. stringers and flooring for bridges, was prepared at
MiBBionary RillRe, summit, side, and base, was Chattanooga 88 rapidly as possible, at an impro
fnrrowell with rifle-pits and studded with batteries. vised saw-mill.· But the plan finally adopted Wall

The little valley of Chattanooga was dammed up conceived and worked out by General William F.
with earth-works j and Lookout Mountain, now a Smith, Chief Engineer of the Army of the Cumber-
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land. On the 20th of October, after having been
fully matured, it was submitted, and was warmly
approved by Thomas, who had then succeeded
Rosecrans, and who at once gave orders to General
Smith, General Hooker, and others to carry it into
execution with all possible expedition. General
Grant reached Chattanooga the evening of the 23d..
General Smith's plan was explained to him, and he
heartily approved it aud directed its execution.

Everything necessary for thE' movement being in
readiness, it was commenced with the greatest pos
sible haste and secrecy on the night of the 26th.
After midnight, fourteen hundred pickl'd men from
Hazen's and Turchin's brigades, under command
of Brigadier-General Hazen, quietly marched to
the river-bank at Chattanooga; the rest of the
troops of these two brigades, with three batteries
of artillery under Major John Mendenhall, crossed
the river aud marched over Moccasin Point to a
place near Brown's Ferry, where, under cover of
the woods, they awaited the arrival of General
Hazen's force. The success of this expedition de
pended on surprising the enemy at Brown's Ferry.
It was known that he had there 1000 infantry, 3
pieces of artillery, and a squadron of cavalry,
while Longstreet's corps was not far oft'. At 3
o'clook in the morning, 52 pontoons, filled with
Hazen's 1400 men, and under the direction of
Colonel T. R. Stanley, 18th Ohio Infantry, noise
lessly started down the river on the nine-mile
course to Brown's Ferry. There was a full moon,
but the light was dimmed by floating clouds and by
a fog rising from the water. Oars were used till
the tint picket fire of the enemy was approached;
then the boats were steered close to the right bank
and allowed to float with the current. On top of
Lookout a signal torch was seen flashing against
the sky, but not a gnn had yet been flred,-not an
alarm given. Brown's Ferry was reached at break
of dawn. Suddenly the oars were put into use,
Bnd before the enemy could make ont the sounds
the boats were rowed to the left bank. The pickets
on guard greeted them with a volley of musketry,
and then fell back on their reserves. The fourteen
hundred men quickly and in perfect order occu
pied the crest of the hill and began to throw up
light breastworks. But they had not proceeded
far in this work when the enemy appeared and
made B fruitless effort to drive them from the hill.
In the meantime the boats were bringing over the
river the rest of the two brigades that had mal"C'hed
to the north ferry landing. When the transfer had
been accomplished, the boats were used in the con
struction of a pontoon-bridge, which was finished
by 3 o'clock in the aftprnoon, and over which Men
denhall's artillery crossed.

At daylight on the mominK of October 28th Gen
eral Hooker crossed the river at Bridgeport with
the Elevpnth and Geary's division of the Twelfth
Corps, and moved along the direct road to Brown's
Ferry by the base of Raccoon Mountain. He
brushed Bway the enemy's pickets and light bodies
of skirmishers, and mored cautiously, all he knew
Longstreet was in Lookout Vallpy and might at
any moment appear to oppose his advance. At
15 o'clock in the aftemoon the head of his column

reached a point about one mile from the ferry,
up Lookout Valley; and here his command went
into camp, excepting Geary's division, which was
left three miles in the rear, in a position covering
the ferry. A short dista.nce from the ferry, up
the little valley of Lookout, was Longstreet, with
his troops. When Longstreet discovered Hook
er's object, he did not even wait the light of
day to repeat his old tactics. The night of the
28th was clear and the air crisp. The moon
shone bright from before midnight till moming.
Hooker's troops were sleeping soundly after their
hard march of nearl~' twenty-five miles, when
Longstreet's men came crowding down the valley.
Au hour past midniKht a terrifio onslaught was
made on Geary's division. It was aBBaulted on
three sides. Artillery in the valley and on Look
out opened a severe fire. Our men, who slept in
line of battle, sprang to their feet at the first shot
of a sentinel. The contest lasted for three hours,
till Longstreet's line was broken and his men
driven from the field. It was Longstreet's inten
tion to crush Geary; then, with IWo whole fONe,
to attack General Howard's Eleventh Corps,
nearly three miles away. Iu order to hold How
ard where he was, and to prevent bim from lend
ing assistance to Geary, he had sent a smaller
column to move round his camp, and, almost in
its rear, to oocupy a steep hill nearly two hundred
feet high. General Howard ordered Colonel 0r
land Smith, with his brigade, to carry the hill. In
gallant response a magnificent charge was made
up the steep side, and the enemy was driven from
the barricades on top at the point of the bayonet.
Longstreet, routed at every point, retreated up
the valley, leaving it at daybreak.. Four hundred
and twenty of our men, and many more of the
enemy, were killed and wounded. Hooker thus
gained Lookout Valley; the siege of Chattanooga
was raised; the "cracker line" WBB opened!

The credit of this result is chiefly dne to Genf'ral
W. F. Smith, Chief Engineer of the Army of the
Cumberland, who conceived the plan of opera.
tions, and under whose directions it was mOlltly
carried out. The raising of the siege of Chatta
nooga, by opening up the river and the road on ita
south bank, was determined upon by the com
manding officers of the Army of the Cumberland
soon after the oecupation, though the plan of
operations was adopted later, but before General
Grant eame to Chattanooga.

On November 15th General Shennan reached
Chattanooga in advance of his troops. Genf!1'8J.
Grant's plan, in briE'f, now was to tum Bragg's
right. He selected his old army-the Anny of
the TennesseE', under Shennan - to open the battle.
to make the grand attack, and to carry MissioDIlI'1
RidJite as far as Tunnel Hill. The Al'IIlY of the
Cumberland was simply to get into position and
eol>perate.

No battle-field in our war, probably none in
history, where large annies were engaged, was so
spectaeular or so well fitted for a displRy of sol
dierly courage and daring as the amphitheater of
Chattanooga. Late on the night of November 22d
a sentinel who had deserted from the enemy was
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brought to General Sheridan, and informed him
that Bragg's baggage was being reduced and that
he was about to fall back. On account of these in
dications and reports, General Grant decided not
to wait longer for General Sherman's troops to
come up, but to find out whethor Bragg was in fact
withdrawing, and, if so, to attack him at once.
Therefore, at 11 o'clock on the morning of the
23d, he directed General Thomas to "drive in the
enemy's pickets," and feel his lines for the purpose
of finding out whether he still held in force. Thus
Grant was about to change his ple-ns. He Wag

compelled to depart from his original purpose, and
was obliged to call on troops of the Army of the
Cu.mberland to make the first offensive movement.

General Thomas ordered General Granger, com
manding the Fourth Corps, to throw one division
forward in the direction of Orchard Knob, with a
second division in support, to discover if the
enemy still remained near his old camp.

Orchard Knob is a rongh, steep hill, one hundred
feet high, covered with a growth of small timber,
rising abruptly from the Chattanooga Valley, and
lying about half-way between our outer pits and
the breaBtworks of logs and stones. At its western
base, and extending for a mile beyond, both north
and sonth of the hill, were other rifle-pits, hid in
part by a heavy belt of timber that extended about
a quarter of a mile from the foot of the hill into
the p1Jlin. Between this belt of timber and our
lines were open fields, in which there was not a
tree, fence, or other obstruction, save the bed of
the East Tennessee Railroad. On the plain were
hundreds of little mounds, thrown up by onr own
and the enemy's pickets, giving it the appearance
of an overgrown prairie-dog village.

At noon Genl'ral Grant, A88istant Secretary of
War Dana, General Thomas, Generals Hooker,
Granger, Howard, and other distinguished officers
stood on the parapet of Fort Wood facing Orchard
Knob, waiting to see this initial movement,-the
overture to the battle of Chattanooga. At half
past twelve, Wood's division, supported by Sheri
dan, marched out on the plain in front of the fort.
It was an inBpiriting sight. Flags were Hying; the
qnick, earnest st.eps of thonsands beat eqnal time.
The sharp commands of hundreds of eompany offi
cera, the sound of the drums, the ringing notes of
the bugle, companil.'s wheeling and countermarch
ing and regiments getting into line, the bright sun
lightingnpten thousand polisbed bayonets till they
glistened and 1lashed like a flyinlt shower 'of electric
sparks.- all looked like preparations for a peaceful
pageant, rather than for the bloody work of deatb.

Groups of officers on Missionary Ridg'l looked
down through their glasses, and the enemy's pick
ets, bnt a few hundred yards away, came out of
their pits and stood idly looking on, unconcern
edlyviewin" what they supposed to be preparations
for a grand I'eview. But at half-past one o'clock
the advance was sounded. Instantly Wood's divi
sion, moving with the steadineRs of a macbine,
started forward. Not a straggleI' or 18ll1tBrd was
on the fil'ld, and, what was probably hardly ever
before speu, drummera were marching with their
companies, beating the charge. Now the enemy

realized, for the first time, that it waBnot a review.
His pickets fell back to their reserves. Thl' re
serves were quickly driven back to the main line.
Firing opened from the enemy's advanced rifle-pits,
followed by a tremendous roll of musketry and roar
of artilll'ry. Men were seen on the ground, dotting
the field over which the line of battle had passed.
Ambulances came hurrying back with the first
of the wounded. Columns of puffy smoke arose
from the Orchard Knob woods. A cheer, faint to
those on the parapet of Fort Wood, indicated that
the boys in bl ue were carrying the breastworks on
the Knob I A sharp, short struggle, and the hill
Wag ours.

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon of November
23d, when it became certain that Osterhaus, cut
off by the breaking of the pontoon-bridge at
Brown's Ferry, would be attached to Hooker's
command, General Thomas directed Hooker to
make a demonstration against Lookout Mountain
the next morning, and, if the demonstration showed
it could be carried, to proceed to take it. Later
in the day, ordel'!! to the same effect came to Gen
eral Hooker from General Grant. The suceess at
Orchard Knob, and the breaking of the bridge,
caused this radical ehange to be made in Grant's
plans. Yet he still held to the chief feature,
which was to turn Bragg's right.

The morning of November 24th opened with &

cold, drizzling rain. Thick clouds of mist were
settling on Lookout Mountain. At daybreak
Geary's division, and Whitaker's brigade of Crllft's
division, marched up to Wauhatehie, the nearest
point at which Lookont Creek, swelled by recent
rains, could be forded, and at 8 o'clock they
crossed. The beavy clouds of mist reaching down
the mountain-side hid the movement from tbe
enemy, who was expecting and was well pre
pared to resist a crossinK at the Chattanooga road
below. As soon as this movement WB·S discovered,
the enemy withdrew his troops from the summit of
the mountain, changed front, and formed a new
line to meet our advance, his left resting at the
palisade, and his right at tbe heavy works in the
valley, where the road crossed the creek. Having
crosBed at Wauhatehie, Whitaker's b~Rde, being
in tbe advance, drove back the enemy's pickets,
and quickly ascended the monntain till it reached
the foot of the palisade. Here, firmly attaching
its right, the brigade faced left in front, with its
left joined to Geary's division. Geary now moved
along the side of the mountain, and throu~h tbe
valley, thus covering tbe crossing of the rest of
Hooker's command. In the meantime Grose's bri
gsde was enga~nlt the enemy at the lower road
crossing, and Woods' brigade of Osterhaus's divi
sion was buildin~ n bridl!'e rathl'r more thsn half a
mile farther np tbe creek. Geary, moving down
the valle;v, relLCbed thiR point at 11 o'cloek, just
after the bridll(e was finished, and as Ost('rbaus's
division and Grose's brilt&rle were crossing. Hook
er's command, now nnited in the enemy's field,
was ready to advance and sweep aronnd the
mountain. Hie line, banlling at the hase of the
palisades like a weRt pendulum, reached down the
side of the mountain to the valley, where the force
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GBNBJU.L BoolitER .urn STAlIT ON THE BILL NORTB OF LOOKOUT CREBK, Faox WBlCH BB DUl&CTaD
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that had just crossed the creek was attached as its
weight. Now, as, at the command of Hooker, it
swung forward in its upward movement, the artil
lery of the Army of the Cumberland, on Moccasin
Point, opened fire, throwing a stream of shot and
shell into the enemy's ritie-pits at the foot of the
mountain, and into the works thickly planted on
the "White House" plateau. At the same time
the guns planted by Hooker on the west side of
the creek opened on the works which covered the
enemy's right. Then followed a gallant assault by
Osterhaus and Grose. After fighting for nearly
two hours, step by step up the steep mountain-side,
over and through deep gullies and ravines, over
great rocks and fallen trees, the earth-works on the
plateau were assaulted and carried, and the enemy
was driven out and forced to fall back. He did
so slowly and reluctantly, taking advantage of the
rough ground to continue the fight. It was now 2
o'clock. A halt all along the line was ordered by
General Hooker, as the clouds had grown so thick
that further advance was impracticable, and as his'
ammunition Wllo8 almost exhausted and more could
not well be brought up the mountain. But all the

;1; Colonel D. R. Hundley. ot Greenbrier, AlabamB. writ
Ing to the edltol'll, May 27th. 188'1, Ballt : .. The Impreaa10n
oonveyed In the above Is that Osterhaus and Grose were
oonlrontNl by at leut a I'l'.aeonably large force In their
tlIfht up the mountaln-elde and at the earth-works.
The tact Is. the only foree oppnsed to them on the Il1de
ot the mountaln were sklrmlshel'll from the weak bri
gade In ehargt'l of tile earth-works. and the only force to
confront them In the earth-worb wae the llBIIle weak
brigade. but Uttle over 1\ thonsand strong, commanded
by Geoeral Walthall. of MlsIl1lllllppl. Nearly halt of th1ll

enemy's works had been taken. Hooker had car
ried the mountain on tbe l'ast side, had opened
communication with Chattanooga, and he com
manded the Elnemy's line of defensive works in
Chattanooga Valley.t

At 2 o'clock Hooker reported to General Thomas
and informed him that he was out of ammnnition.
Thomas at once sent Carlin's brigade from the
valley, each soldier taking with him all the 1ID1&11
ammunition he could cBrry. At 5 o'clock Carlin
was on the mountain, and Hooker's skirmishers
were quickly supplied with tbe means ofc~
ou their work.

In the morning it bad not been known in Chat
tanooga, in Sherman's army, or in Bragg's camp.
that a battle was to be fought. Indeed, it was
not definitely known even to General Grant; for
Hookl.'r was only ordered to make a demonstration,
and, if this showed a good chance for sucel'SS, thl'n
to make an attack. Soon after breakfast, Sbl'r
man's men at the other end of the line, intt'nt on
tbe north end of Missionary Ridge, and Thomas's
men in the center, fretting to be let loose from
their intrenchmentll, were startled by the BOund of

weak force waa killed or captnred. bnt the I'l'fl foultbt
their way gallantly back to the Craven farm, where, for
the fil'llt time, they received reenfoM.'ementAl. I pel'
llOnally know that no lItep backward W88 taJl:en from
tbat hour, and that the conillet raged. turloualy for
BOme time on that ground before the Fl>derals Ct'aM'd
ftrln~. General Hooker bad no oceuIon to •oroor a
halt all along the Une' - the •boYlIln ll:l'8Y' In his tront.
conoealed In the mist and hid behlud _ ad ~1uJ,

had already moet e1l'ectuaI:y halted the gallant 'bora
In blne.'"
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artillery and musketry firing in Lookout Valley.
Surprise possessed the thousands who turned their
a.nxious eyes toward the mountain. The hours
slowly wore away; the roar of battle increased, as
it Cl&me rolling around the point of the mountain,
a.nd the anxiety grew. A battle was being fought
just before and above them. They could hear,
but could not see how it was going. Finally, the
wind, tossing about the clouds and mist, made a
rift that for a few minutes opened a view of White
House plateau. The enemy was seen to be in
flight, and Hooker's men were in pursuitl Then
went up a mighty cheer from the thirty thousand
in the valley that was helU-d above the battle by
their comrades on the mountain.

As the sun went down the clouds rolled away,
and the night came on clear and cool. A grand
sight was old Lookout that night. Not two miles
apart were the parallel camp-fires of the two
armies, extending from the summit of the moun
taiu to its base, looking like streams of burning
lava, while in between, the flashes from the skir
mishers' muskets glowed like giant fire-fiies.

The next morning there was silence in Hooker's
front. Before daylight eight adventurous, active
volunteers from the 8th Kentucky Infantry scaled
the palisades and ran up the Stars and Stripes.
The enemy had stolen away in the night.

Although General Grant had twice changed his
original plan, first in the movement from the cen
ter, then in the reconnoi88ance and resulting
attack on Lookout Mountain, he still adhered to
his purpose of turning Bragg's right, and made no
change in the instructions given to General Sher
man, except as to the time of attack. Every
necessary preparation for crossing Sherman's
troops had been made secretly, under direction of
General W. F. Smith; 116 pontoons had been
placed in North Chickamauga Creek, and in ravines
near its mouth, and many wagon-loads of " balks"
(strin~ers) and chess (flooring) had been hid near
by. Sherman had his troops well massed on the
north side of the river. After dark, NO'l""ember
23d, Colonel James Harnett, the gallant and skill
ful Chief of Artillery, of the Army of the Cumber
land under Rosecrans, to whom was assigned the
duty of covering Sherman's crossing, and protect
ing the pontoon bridge, planted the guns of six
six-gun batteries on the low foot-hills, and a bat
tery of siege guns on the higher ground on the
north side of the river. At midnight General Giles
A. Smith's briltade entered the pontoons, floated
out of North Chickamauga Creek, and was rowed
to the south bank of the river. Landing quietly,
he surprised and captured the enemy's pickets,
and sooured a firm foothold. The pontoons were
sent acro88 the river, and with these and the small
steamboat brought up from Chattanooga General
Morgan L. Smith's and General John E. Smith's
divisions were ferried over the river. As soon as
theBe troops had been landed, work was com
menced on the pontoon-bridge, which was skill
fully laid under the supervision of General W. F.
Smith. The bridge was 1350 feet in length, and
was completed by IIo'clock in the morning, when
Gilneral Ewing's division and Sherman's artillery

croBBed. At 1 o'clock, just as Hooker was round
ing the front of Lookout Mountain, the roar of his
battle stirring the blood of the veterans of the
Army of the Tennessee, General Sherman gave the
command, "Forward!" At 3: 30 General Sher
man took the hill which was supposed to be the
north end of the ridge, and soon afterward took
another hill a little in advance, both separated by a
deep depression from the heavily fortified Tunnel
Hill, on which Bragg's right flank rested and which
was Sherman's objective point.

None of the men of the Army of the Cumber
land, who for nine weeks were buried in the
trenches at Chattanooga, can ever forget the glo
rious night of the 24th of November. As the sun
went down, the clouds rolled up the mountain, and
the mist was blown out of the valley. Night came
on clear, with the stars lighting up the heavens.
But there followed a sight to cheer their hearts and
thrill their 80u18. Away off to their riltht, and
reaching skyward, Lookout Mountain was ablaze
with the fires of Hooker's men, while off to their
left, and reaching far above the valley, the north
end of Missionary Ridge was aflame with the lights
of Sherman's army. The great iron crescent that
had, with threatening aspect, so long hung over
them, was disappearing. The only thought that
dampened their enthusiasm was that the enemy
was being destroyed on the flanks, while they were
tied down in the center, without a part in the vic
tories. But late that night General Grant, think
ing that General Sherman had carried Tunnel Hill,
and acting in that belief, gave orders for the next
da.y's battle. General Sherman was directed to
attack the enemy at early dawn, Thomas to co
operate with him, and Hooker, to be ready to
advance into Chattanooga Valley, to hold the road
that zigzagged from the valley to the summit.
Early the next moming, when General Grant
learned that the ridge had not been carried as tar
as Tunnel Hill, and that Lookout Mountain had
been evacuated by the enemy, he suspended his
orders, except those to Sherman, and directed
Hookerto come down from the mountain, to carry
the pass at Rossville, and then operate on Br&jlg's
left and rear. Bragg's army was DOW concentrated
on Missionary Ridge, and in the valley at the east
foot. Cheatha.m's and Stevenson's divisions had
been withdrawn from Lookout Mountain on the
night of the 24th, and, marching all night, were
seen at dawn the next morning moving alon~ the
summit of Missionary Ridge, on the way to relln
force Bragg's right. For several ho1I1'8 after day
light the flowing of this steady stream of troops
continued.

Early in the morning of the 25th General Grant
and General Thomas established their headquar
ters on Orchard Knob, a point from which the
best view of the movements of the whole army
could be had. At sunrise General Sherman com
menced his attack, but after repeated as~all1ts and
severe lilrhting, it appearing to be impossible for
General Sherman to takE' the enemy's works, operA
tions ceased early in the afU>rnoon.

Meanwhile Hooker was detained three hours
at Chattanooga Creek, while a bridge that the
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retreating enemy had burned was being rebuilt,
As 800n as he had taken R088ville, he moved
against the south end of Missionary Ridge. The
ridge was quickly carried, and, sweeping north
ward, Hooker soon came upon Stewart's division,
posted on the flummit, and behind the earth-works
which the Army of the Cumberland had thrown
up the day after Chickamau~a. Cruft's division
aBBaulted and carried the works, thus having the
good fortune of retaking the works they themsplves
had constructed. It Wll.ll by this time nearly sun
down, Hooker reached the south end of the ridge
too late in the day to relieve the pressure on Sher
man, who was at the north end six miles olIo
Bragg's right had not been turned. Success had
not foJlowed Sherman's movement. The battle a8
planned had not been won.

Late on this memorable a.fternoon there was an
accident-an accident like the charlte at Bala.
klava; though, unlike this theme for poetry, it
caned for greater daring, and was att.ended by
complete succesa, and yielded mOllt important re
sulta, for it led to the complete shattering of the
enemy's army, and drove him tram the field. On
Orchard Knob, and opposite the center of Mission
ary Ridge, were four divisions of the Army of the
Cumberland. On tbe left was BlUrd's division;
then Wood's and Sheridan'. divisions occupying

the lines which, two days Wfore, they had taken
in their magnifteent advance; ou the ri/{ht was
R. W, Jobnson's division,-aJl under the personal
command of Thomas. It was past 3 o'elock.
General Sherman had ceased operations. General
Hooker's advance had not yet been felt. The day
was dying, and Bragg stiJl held the ridge. If any
movement to dilllodge him was to be made that
day it mnst be made at once. At half-JlMt three
o'clock an attack was ordered by General Grant.
He had changed his plan of battle. At once orders
were issued that at the firing. in rapid succession.
of six gons on Onohard Knoh, Thomas's whole
line should instant.aneously move forward, Sheri
dan's and Wood's divisions in the centE'r, Sbpridan
to be supportE'd on the right by Johnson, and
Wood on the left by Baird. This demonstration
was to be made to relieve the pre88ure on Shel'
man. The only order given 11'8." to move forward
and take the rifie-pita at the foot of the ridge. In
Sheridan's division the order was. .. As soon &II the
signal is given, the whole line will IMlvanee, and
you will takA what ill bpfore you."

Between Onohard Knob and Mi88ion.ry Ridge
was a valley, partly covered with a smRlJ jllOwth
of timber. It was wooded in front of the right
of Baird's and of the whole of Wood's division.
In front of Sheridan's and Johnson's it had beeD
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almost entirely eleared. At the foot of the ridge
were heavy rifle-pitH, which could be seen from
Orchard Knob, and extending in front of them, for
four and Jive hundred yards, the ground was cov
ered with felled trees. There was a good plain for
both direct and enfilading fire from the rifie-pits,
and tbe approaches were commanded by the en
emy's artillery. At this point t1.Ie ridge is five or
six hundred feet high. Its side, scored with gul
lies and showing but little timber, had a rough
and bare appearance. Half-way up was another
line of rifle-pita, and the summit WI\8 furrowed
with additional lines and dotted over with epaule
menta, in which were placed fifty pieces of artil
lery. Directly in front of Orchard Knob, and on
the summit of. the ridge, in a smwl house, was
Bragg's headquarLers.

At twenty minutes before tour the aignw-gtJD8
were fired. Suddenly twenty thousand men rushed
forward, moving in line of battle by brigades, with
a double line of skirmishers in front, and closelyfol
lowed by the reserves in mass. The big siege-guns
in the Chattanooga forts roared above the light
artillery and musketry in the valley. The enemy's
no.e-pits were ablaze, and the whole ridge in our
front had broken out like another lEtna. Not
many minutes afterward our men were seen work
ing through the felled trees and other obstructions.
Though exposed to such a terrific fire, they neither
fell back nor halted. Bya bold and desperate push
they broke through the works in several places
and opened flank and reverse fires. Tbe enemy
was tbroWll into confusion, and took precipitate
flight up the ridge. Many prisoners and a large
number of small-arms were captured. The order
of the commanding general had now been fully
and most successfully carried out. But it did not
go far enough to satisfy these brave men, who
thought the time had come to finish the battle of
Chickamauga. There was a halt of but a few
minutes, to take breath and to re-form lines; then,
with a sudden impulse, and without orders, all
started up the ridge. omcers, catching their spirit,
first followed, then led. There was no thought of
supports or of protecting flanks, though the enemy's
line could be seen, stretching on either side. ~

As soon as tbis movement was seen from Orchard
Knob, Grant quickly turned to Thomas, who stood
by his side, and I heard bim say angrily: " Thomas,
who ordered those men up the ridge'" Thomas
replied, in his usual slow, quiet manner: "I don't
know; I did not!' Then, addressing General Gor
don Granger, he said, "Did you order them up,
Granger'" "No," said Granger; "they started
up without orders. When those fellows get started
all hell can't stoptbem." General Grant said some
thing to the effect that somebody would suiter if it
did not turn out well, and then, turning, stoically
watched the ridge. He gave no further orders.

As soon as GraniteI' had replied to Thoml\8, he
turned to me, his chief-of-staff, and said: "Ride

~ The Confederate Une from rI~ht to left on the ridge
WlUl &I!I follows: Hardee's corps on the right, Cleburne's
dlvtslon confrontln~ Shennan; Stevenson Ilnd Cheatham
came next, the latter joining ou BreckinrldgA's corps,
whIch occupied the slope of the ridge, w1th outposts in

at once to Wood, and then to Sheridan, and ask
them if they ordered their men up tho ridgl', and
tell them, if they can take it, to push abead." As
I was mounting, Granger added: "It is hot
over there, and you may not get through. I
shall send Captain Avery to ldheridan, and other
officers after both of you." As fast as my horse
could carry me, I rode first to General Wood, and
delivered the message. " I didn't order them up,"
said Wood; " they started up on their own account,
and they are going up, tool Tell Granger, if we
are supported, we will take and hold the ridge!"
As soon as I reached General Wood, Captain Avery
got to General Sberidan, and delivered bis mes
sage. .. I didn't order them up," said Sheridan;
.. but we are going to take the ridge I " He then
asked Avery for his flask and waved it at a group
of Confederate officers, standing just in front of
Bragg's headquarters, with the salutation, .. Here's
at youl" At once two guns-the "LadyBreckin
ridge" and the "Lady Buckner"-in front of
Bragg's headquarters were fired at Sheridan and
the group of officers about him. One shell struck
so near as to throw dirt over Sheridan and Avery.
" Ah !" said the general, ., that is ungenerous; I
shall take those guns for that I" Before Sheridan
received the message taken by Captain Avery,
he had sent 0. stsJf-officer to Granger, to inquire
whether "the order given to take the rifle-pits
meant tbe rifie-pits at the base, or those on the
top of the ridge." Granger told this officer that
,. tbe order given was to take those at the base."
Conceiving tbis to be an order to fan back, the
officer, on his way to Sheridan, gave it to General
Wagner, commanding the Second Brigade of the
division, wbich was then nearly half-way up the
ridge. Wagner ordered bis brigade back to the
rifle-pits at the base, but it ouly remained there till
Sheridan, seeing the mistake, ordered it forward.
It again advanced under a terrific fire.

The men, fighting and climbing up the steep
bill, sought the roads, ravines, and less rugged
parts. The ground was so broken that it was im
possible to keep a regular line of. battle. At times
their movements were in shape like the flight of
migratory birds - sometimes in line, sometimes in
ml\8s, mostly in V-shaped groups, with the points
toward the enemy. At these points regimental
flags were flying, sometimes drooping as the
bearel'll were shot, but never reaching the ground,
for other brave hands were there to seize them.
Sixty flags were advancing up the hill. Bragg was
hurrying la-rge bodies of men from bis right to the
center. They could be seen hastening along the
ridge. Chelltham's division was being withdrawn
from Shermw's front. Bragg and Hardee were
at the center, urging their men to stand firm
and drive back the advancing enemy, now so near
the summit-indeed, so near that the guns, wbich
could not be sufBciently depressed to reach them,
became useless. Artillerymen were lighting the

trenches at the foot of the slope. Breckinrldge's own
division, under General Bate, WaR in the center, in front
ot Truman's house, Bragg's headquartertl. [See map, p.
686.] Stewart's dh1aion, deployed, formed the lett of
the l1ne.- EDITORS.
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fuses of shells, and bowling them by hundreds
down the hill. The critical moment arrived when
the 8UIIlmit was just within reach. At six different
pointll, and almost simultaneously, Sheridan's and
Wood's divisions broke over the crest,-Sheridan's
first, near Bragg's headquarters; and in a few
minutes Sheridan was beside the guns that had
been fired at him, and claiming them as captures
of his division. Baird's division took the works
on Wood's left almost immediately afl;erward;
and then Johnson came up on Sheridan's right.
The enemy's guns were turned upon those who still
remained in the works, and soon all were in flight
down the eastern slope. Baird got on the ridge just
in time to change front and oppose a large body of
the enemy moving down from Bragg's right to at
tack our left. Aftera sharpengagement, that lasted
till dark, hll drove the enemy back beyond a high
point on the north, which he at once occupied. l

The sun had not yet gone down, Missionary
Ridge was ours, and Bragg's army was broken and
in flight I Dead and wounded comrades lay thickly
strewn on the ground: but thicker yet were the
dead and wounded men in gray. Then followed the
wildest confusion, as the victors gave vent to their
joy. Some madly shouted; some wept from very
excess of joy; some grotesquely danced out their
delight,-even our wounded forgot their pain, to
join in the general hurrah. But Sheridan did not
long stop to receive praise and congratulations.
With two brigades he started down the Mission
Mills road, and found, strongly posted on a second

l Governor Johu A. Martin, of Kansas, colonel of the
8th Kanll&ll Volunteers, of WIIUch's brigade, Wood's di
vision, In a letter to General Fullerton, dated November
16th, 1886, describes the charge as followa :

.. Wh~Jn the advance on M:lMlonary Rhlge was ordered. on
November :!Sth, my regiment wentout directly from Orchard
Knob. General Wllllch, In commnnlcatlng to me the ordera
received, dI.tlnctly stated that we were directed to take the
line of Confederate works at tbe foot of the hili. Wereaclled
thele workl without lerlonl dlmculty, U.e 1011"" being very
amall. 8hor1Jy after, we emerA'ed trom the woooa Into the
open lIeld, and were charging the Confederate workl on the
donble-qulok; the soldlerl there threw down their arml, and,
holding up their bandl, In token of aurrender, jumped to our
aide. I had ridden my horae to thla line, and, on reachlng It,
halted my regiment behind the enomy'slutrenchmentB. DIll
mounting, I ran forward to the little hnta that were built by
the Confederatll8, on tl.e plateau jnlt back of their line, with
a view of ascertaining what the altuatlon waa. I had IlllIn,
AI loon aa I reached the lIrat line of workl, DB did every sol.
dler tn the command, that It waa Impo8alble for the troops to
remain there long. The line waa wtlhln eaay range of the
muuetr,- on the lummlt of the ridge, and waa raked by the
artll1ery lIre on the projeetlng polnta of the rld/{e on eltber
aide. Reacblng the foot of the ridge eaot of the plateau, I
foond the po8ltion there fairly well protectecl,- that Is, not
an eaaily reached, either by the musketry or artillery of the
enemy,- &I1d I at once rau back to n~llr Where my regiment
had been halted. JOltaa I got there General Wllllch came np,
lUld I aald to him, 'We cau't live bere, and ought to go for.
ward.' He gave me directiona to move ahead, and I at onoo
ordered my regiment forward. By that time, or aboot tbat
time, It loomed to me that there 10.... a simoltaneous advance
of many of tbe reglmenta In different l'arta of the line, and I
got the Impreaalou that 1>088lbly ordeftl bad ~n communi·
cated for an advance on the ridge, which I bad not reoelved;
hence I horrled my regiment forwanl aa rapidly aa poBslble.
Wheo I reached tIle foot of the rldjfe &lI'Iln, with the regl.
ment, my orderly came op wltb my horle, aOlI I monnted It,
as my lI<\Jotant did hll. The IItlvance to the rI,llfe ..as as
rapid aa tbe nature of the ground would permit; and I think,
from tbe position I occupied. I had a falr upportunlty to _
what WM gelDg on, not only immediately above me, but to

hill, the enemy's rear. They mMe a stout rSBt
ance, but by a sudden flank movement he drove
them from the heights and oaptured two guns IUId
many prisoners. The day was succeeded by a clear
moonlight night. At 7 o'clock General Granger
sent word to General Thomas that by a bold dash
at Chickamauga Cros6ing he might cut 01f So la.rge
number of the enemy now supposed to be leaviDg
Sherman's front, and that he proposed to move in
that direction. It was midnight before guides
could be found, and then General Sheridan again
put his tired and well-worn men in motion. He
reached the creek just as the rear-guard of the
enemy was crossing, and pressed it so closely that
it burned the pontoon-bridge before all its troops
were over. Here Sheridan oaptured several hun
dred prisoners, a large number of quarlel'Dl&llters'
wagons, together with caissons, artillery, ammuni
tion, and many small-arms.

In this battle Sheridan's and Wood's divisions
-the two center assaulting divisions-took 31
pieces of artillery, several thouSand small-IU'IDII,
and 3800 prisoners. In that one hour of lUllJ&ult
they lost 2337 men in killed and wounded,-over
twenty per cent. of their whole force I On the
northern end of the ridge General Sherman l08t in
his two days' fighting 1697 in killed and wounded.
Of these, 1268 were in his own three divbrions.
During the night the last of Bragg's army was with
drawn from Missionary Ridge, and Chattanooga
from that time remained in undisputed possession
of the Union forces.

the rlgbt and left. I was Impreaaed with tl.e Idea. I 1m..,...
that a abarp rivalry ba,1 Iprung np between aeveral l1!lf1.
menta, Including my own, al to wbloh should reach the
sommit first. Another Idea, I remember distinctly, wblch
Impreased me, waa that the dl1rerent regimenta had ......nm t
the form of a triangle or wedgo - the aolvance polnUn u I1'
every CBae belog the regimental hattle-lIag. I have a1waya
believed that my own re«\ment made the 1I1'11t break In the
enemy's lines on the lommlt of MIIIlIIonary R1dK" ; but the d1f
ference between the break tllDl made by the 8th Ran... aDd
the prolllT6B8 made by one or two reglmeuts of Ha~'a brl.
gade on our right aud the 25tb IlIInol. of oor own brls-de.
waa exceedlnjfly brief.

.. But that tbe lIrst break In the enemy'lllnN was maile in
front of our division, I bave not the Illjfhtll8t doubt. After
we paaaed througb tbe Confederate work8, and While the
men were rushing with /!Teat enthullaam after the lleelu.
Confederatll8, WIIO were runnlng down the hili on the oth..r
Ilde, my attention waa directed to the right, where, at the
point of a knob. I aaw other troopa were st11l enlPllled In a
lIerce fttnlggle with the Confederates, who w..re yet In foree
behind their workft; and while tho•• for a moment.....t"hlDjf
the progress of the lIght to the right, a Confederate baUllly
on a point to the left of our poalUon waa awnng rooDd. aDd
poure,1 a fire ,Urectly down oor line. Immediately I ort1..nd
my bOll:ler to sonnd the recall, and began forming all the
troopa I could ~therat that point, wtth a view of movlnjf to
t./le left to clear the enemy's worka in that direction. I had
usembled probably a hnndred men, when andd~nly the
whole Confederate line, hoth to the right Rnd left. ll'B...e way
before the furlooa attacl< of our troops, and was BOOn In fuD
retr"at thron/{h the woooa anlt down the roarto to the I't'ar.

"I have atated haatlly 80me of my Impresslona of th" bat
tle, but !'he principal p<llnt, Which, In my jlldjrnlrnt, should
always be made prominent, la tl.e fact that M18810naryR1~
was foojfht wlthont orden from )'be command"r.In..,.W"f. I
remember. too. and thllonly oon1lrms what I ha'Vt' 1Ia!d, that
shortly afWr the ba).tle waa over General Gran..-r rode
along our lines, and 88ld, In a joklnK way, to tl.e troope, 'I
am jl'OlnR to have yoo all court-martialed I You w...... ord...-.d
to take the works at the foot of the hill, and yon have talten
those ou top I You have dlaobeyed onl".... all 01 YOU. aDd
you bow that 7011 ought to be cottn.marUa1ed I •"

EDJ'I'Ou.
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GENERAL BRAGG'S COMMENTS ON MISSIONARY RIDGE.

GENERAL BRAGG made a brief report on the Chat
tanooga campaign on November 30th, 1863, and
on the 2d of December was relieved of oommand.
Of the battle of Missionary Ridge, the report says:

.. About 11 A••. the enemy's fOrGes were being moved
In heavy DllUI8es from Lookout and beyond to our front,
whfle thOIle In front extended to our right. They fonned
their lines with great deliberation just beyond the range
of our gune and In plain view of our poBltlon. Tbough
greatly outnumbered. euoh WaR the strength of our
poaltlon that no doubt WaR entertained of our ability
to hold It, and every d18poBltlon W&8 made for that pur
poee. During th1B time they [the enemy] had made
86veral attempts on our extreme right, and had been
handsomely repulsed with very heavy loss by MaJor
General Cleburne's command, under the immediate di
rections of Lieutenant-General Hardee. • • • About
8: 30 P. Jr. the Immen88 force In the front of our left and
center advanced In three lines, preceded by heavy BkIr
m18here. Our batteries opened with ftne e1reot, and
mnch oontwdon waa prodnced before they reached
mU8ll:et-range. In a short time the roar of mueketry
became very heavy, and It W&8 soon apparent the enemy
had been repulsed In my Immediate front. WhIle riding
alonR the orest congratulattUIt the troops, IntelJ.lgenoe
reached me that our line W&8 brokeu on my right, and
the enemy had crowned the ridge. A..881Btance W&8
promptly d18patohed to that point under BrIgadier
General Bate, who had so euoCeBstnlly maintained the
ground In my front, and I proceeded to the rear of the
broken line to rally our retiring troops and return them
to the creet to drive the enemy baolL General Bate
found the d1IIaeter eo great that h1e emall force ooold
not repair It. About tble time I learned that our ex
treme left had alBo given way, and that my poeltlon W&8
almoet eurrounded. Bate W&8 Immediately directed to
fonn a secoud line In the rear, where, by the elforte of
my staff, a nucleWl of stragglers had been fonned upon
which to rally. Lleutenant-General Hardee, leaving
~or-GeneralCleburne In command on the extreme
right, moved toward the left when he heard the heavy
ftrIng In that dlreotlon. He reached the right of Ander
son's dlvlBlon juet In time to ftnd It had nearly all fallen

back, oommenolng on Its left, where the enemy had first
crowned the ridge. By a prompt and judlolous move
ment, he threw a portion of Cheatham's dlvlBlon directly
aeroM the ridge facing the enemy, who WDB now moving
a 8trong force Immediately on bl8 left lI.ank. By a de
olded stand here the enemy W&8 entirely checked, and
that portion of our force to the right remained Intact.
All to the left, however, exoept a portIon of Bate'8 dlvI·
Blon, was entIrely routed and In nptd flIght. • • . A
panlo wbloh I had never before wltneBBed seemed to
have eeized upon officers and men, and each eeemed to
be etruggllnlt for bIB per80nal safety, regardless of h1B
duty or bIB oharacter. In this d1BtreBB1ng and alarming
state of alfalr& Genenl Bate W&8 ordered to hold his
poe1t1on covering the road for the retreat of Breckln·
ridge's command, and orders were Immediately sent
to Genel'Bl8 Hardee and Brecklnrldge to retire their
forces upon the depot at ChIckamauga. • . • No sat1B
footory exolllle oan poselbly be given for the 8hamefol
condnct of ollr troops on the left In allowing their line
to be pene",ated. The po8Itlon was one wbloh ought to
have been held by a Une of sklrml.ohe1'll against any
aMaoltlng oolumn, and wherever re!dstance was made
the enfIIDY lied In disorder after sulferlng heavy 1088.
Tholle who reached the ridge did 80 In a condition of
exhaWltlon from the great phyBloal exertion In climb
Ing wbloh rendered them powerless, and the 8llghtest
elfort would have destroyed them. Having aooured
muoh of our artillery, they BOOn availed themselves of
our panic, and turning our gIlne upon WI enliladed the
lines, both right and left, rendering them entirely un
tenable. Had all parte of the line been maintained with
equal Kallantry and persl8tence, no enemy could ever
have d1810dged 1llI, and but one possible reason presents
Itself to my mind In explanation of tbl8 bad conduot In
veteran troops who never before failed In any duty
aMlgned them, however dlllloult and hazardous: They
had for two days confronted the enemy, mareballng bls
Immense forces In plain view, and exhibiting to their
BIght suoh .. superiority In numbert! Il8 may have Intimi
dated weak-minded and untried 801dle1'8. But our vet
erans had 80 otten encountered similar h08ta wht>n the
strength of poe1t1on W&8 agaIn8t 1llI, and with perfect
suooeBB, that not a doubt orossed my mind."

OPPOSING FORCES IN THE CHATTANOOGA CAMPAIGN.
November 23d-27th, 1863.

For much of the Information contained In tills list and In 81mllar lioto to follow, the ecUto1'8 are Indebted (In advance of tile
pUbllcatlon of the" Olllcial Recorda H) to Brigadier-General Richard C. Drum. AdJntant-General of the A.rmy. K stands
for killed; w for wounded; m w for mortally wounded; m for 08ptured or m1B8Ing; c for captured.

THE UNION ARMY: Maj.-Gen. IDysses S. Grant.
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND.-MI\1.-Gen. George 7'th m., CoL Jason MB.l'l!h; 88th Ill., Llent.-eol. George

H. Thomas. W. Cbandler: 22d Ind., Col. Michael Gooding; 2d Mo.,
Om.eral HMdquarter.: 1stOblo BhallHlhootert!, Capt. Col. Bernard Lalboldt, J Lieut.-COl. Arnold Beck; 16th

G. M. Barber; loth Oblo, Llent.-Col. W. M. Ward. Mo., Col. Joaoph CoDl'Bd (wI, Capt. Bamnel Rextnger;
FOURTH ARl\IY CORPB, MI\1.-Gen. Gordon Gl'BDger. 'l'th Wis., MI\1. CRrl von Baumbach. Brigade 1088: k.30;

FIB8T DIVI8ION, Brlg.-Gen. Charles Crutt. w, 268; m, 3 = SOl. But>nd Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. George
EMlDrt: E,9'.ld m, Capt. Matthew Van Buaklrk. D. Wagner: 100th m, MI\1. Ch&8. M. Hammond; 16th
Seeond Brlgade. BrIg.-Gen. Walter C. WhItaker: \16th Ind., Col. Gustavus A. Wood, J MaJ. Frank White (wI,

m, Col. Tbom&8 E. ChBmplon,MI\1. George Hicks; 86th Cal't. Benjamin F. Hegler: 'Oth Ind.• Lieut.-Col. Elias
Ind.. Col. Bernard F. Mullen; 8th Ky., Col. Bldney M. Nelr; 67th Ind., Lieut.-Col. George W. Lennard; 68th
Barnes; 'lith Oblo, CoL Jacob E. Taylor; 61st Oblo, Ind., LIeut.-Col. JOBeph Moore; 26th Ohio. LIeut.-CoL
Lieut.-Col. Charles H. Wood; \19th Oblo, Lieut.-Col. William H. Young; 97th Ohio, Lleut,-Col. 1\rtIton BanJe8.
John E. Cummins. Brigade 1088: k, 17; w, 63; m. 2 =82. Brigade 10s8: k, 70; w, 860= 730. Third Brigade, Col.
Third Brigade, Col. Wll1Iam Grose: 69th m., MI\1. Clay- Charles G. Harker: 22d m., Lieut.-Col. Francl8 Swan
ton Hale; 76th 111., Col. John E. Bennett; SUh m., CoL wlok; Zlth Ill., Col. Jonatban R. l\I1les; '2d m., CoL
Louis H. Waten; 9th Ind., Col. I8aac C. B. Buman; 36th Nathan H. Walworth, J Capt. EdKBr D. Bwaln; 618t
Ind., MI\1. GllbArt TrUBler; 24.th Ohio, Capt. George M. Ill., Ma.J. Charles W. Davl8 (w), Capt. .Albert M. Til-
Bacon. BrllfadeI08s:'k,'; w,60=6'. ton; 79th m., Col. Allen Bnokner; 3d Ky.. Col. Henry
SBCOND DIVISION, MI\1.-Gen. Philip H. Bherldan. C. Dunlap; 6'th Ohio, Col. Alexander Mcm'l"'aln; 85th

nrBt Brigade, CoL FranolB T. Bhermsn: 36th Ill., Col. Oblo. Lieut.-Col. William A. Bullitt; l~th Oblo,
BilaB Mlller, JLlent.-Col. Porter C. 018On; 4.4.th m., Col. Col. Eme1'8ou Opdyoke. J Capt. Edward P Bate8.
Wallace W. Barrett; 73d m, Col. James F. Jaqnes; Brigade 1088: k, :l8; w, :169=2117. Artillerll, Capt War-

JTemporarily In commRlld of a deml.brlllade.
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ren P. Edgarton: M, let m., Capt. George W. Bpencer:
10th Ind., Capt. WUllmn A. Na.rlor: G, 1st Mo.. LIeut.
G. Bchneler; I, let Ohio, Capt. H. DUger; G, 40th U. B.,
L1eut. C. F. Merkle; H, ftth U. B., Capt. F. L. Guenther.
THIRD DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. Thomll.8 J. Wood.

Ftrel Brigad~Brig.-Gen. Augnst Wllllch: 25th m., CoL
Richard H. Nodine; 36th Ill., Llellt.-Col. Wiillam P.
Cuandler; Llent.-Col. Wllllll.Jn D. Wllllame: 32d. Ind.,
Llent.-Cul. Frank Il.'rdelmeyer; 88th Ind., Lieut.-Col.
Harvey J. Espy: 8th Kane., Col. John A. Martin: 15th
Ohl.... Lieut.-CoL Frank Askew; 'lith Ohio, MoJ. 8amuel
F. Groy; lSth Wis•• Capt. John A. Gordon. Brigade
I08S: k. 4.0; w. 291; m, 1=313. Burmd Brl!/ade, Bril\'.•
Gen. Wiillam B. Hazen: 6th Ind.. MIi\J. Calvin D. Camp
bell; 5th Ky.. C...L William W. Berry (w), Llent.
Col. John L. TrlllWor; 6th Ky.. MIi\J. lUchard T.
Wbltaker: !I3d Ky., Lieut.-CoL JllmetO C. Foy: 1st Obio,
Llellt.-CoL Bll.8sett Langdon (W), MIi\J. Joab A. 8taft'ord;
6th Ohio, LIeut.-Col. Alex. C. Chrtstopher; 4.1Rt Obio,
Col. Aquilla Wlley (W), LIeut.-CoL Robert L. Kimberly;
IlSd Ohio, Maj. William Birch (k>, Capt. Daniel Bowman
(WI, Capt. 8amuel B. 8mith: llUth Ohio, Lleut.-CoL James
PickandB. BrigBde 1088 : k, 911: w, 4.30; m, 7 = 529. Third
Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Bamuel Beatty: 79th Ind., Col. Fred
erick Kneller; 86th Ind., Col. Georgo F. Dick; 9th Ky.,
Col. George H. Cram: 17th Ky.. Col. Alexander M. Btout;
13th Ohio, Col. DwlghtJlU'V1s, Jr.; 19tb Ohio, CoL Cbarlell
F. Mandel'llOn; 59th Ohio, MIi\J. Robert J. VanosdoL Bri
ltIUieloss: k. a; w,l00: m,l = 175. Artl.lkry, Capt. Cullen
Bradley: Ill., Battery, Capt. Lyman Bridgee; 6tb Ohio,
Lieut. Oliver H. P. Ayres; 20th Ohio, Capt. Edward
Groeskoptl'; B, Pa., Lieut. Hamuel M. McDowell.

ELEVENTH CORPS, \ MoJ.-Gen. O. O. Howard.
General Headquarl~re, Independent Co., 8th N. Y. In

fantry, Capt. Anton Bruhn.
SECOND DIVl8ION, Brig.-Gen. Adolph von Bte1nwehr.

Firet Ih;(IfIAU, Col. Adolphus BD.8chbeck: 3:Jd N. J.,
CoL George W. Mindll; 13Uh N. Y.. Col. Allen H. Jack
BOU; IMth N. Y., Col. Patrick H. Jonll8; 27th Pa., MIi\J.
Peter A. McAloon (m wI, Capt. Anguet Reidt; 73d Pa.,
LIeut.-Col. Josl'ph B. Taft (kl, Capt. Daniel I'" Kelly (c),
Lleut. 8amnel D. Miller. Brigade loee: k, 26; w, 14.8:
m. 108=284.. Seeo,ld Brigadi!, Col. Orland 8mith: 33d
M&8e., LI.mt.-CoI. Godfrey Rider, Jr.; 130th N. Y.. Col.
James Wood, Jr.; 56tb Ohio, Col. C. B. Gambee; 73dObio,
MIi\J. S. H. Hunt. Br1jl,'adlllo88: k,'; w, 21: m, ,= 29,
THIRD DIVI810N, lIfli\J.-Gen. Carl Bchurz.

Firat Brigade, Brlg.-Gell. Hector Tynd..le: 101et Ill.,
CoL ChW'leII H. Fox; '5th N. Y., Mo.l. Charlell Kocb: 14.3<1
N. Y.• Col. Horace Boughton; 61st Ohio, Col. 8tepben J.
McGroarty; 82d Ohio, Llent.-Col. David Tbomson. Bri
gade loss: k, 1; w, • = 5. Second BrigadlJ, Col. Wladimir
Krzyzanowek1: 58th N. Y., Capt. Michael Eeembanx;
l11lth N. Y., Col. John T. Lockman: lUst N. Y., Col Will
iam K. Lojl,'1e: 26th Wis., ("apt. Frederick C. Winkler.
Brigade 10!l8: w, 3. Third Brigade, Col. Frederick
Hecker: 80tb Ill., Capt. James Neville; 82d m., Lleut.
Col. Edward S. Salomon; 68th N. Y., Mo.!. Albert von
8telnhauaen; 75th Pa., MIi\J. August Ledlg. Brigude
10M: k, 1; w.9=10. Artillery. MIi\J. Thomas W, Os
born: I, let N. Y., Capt. Miebael Wledricb; 13th N. Y.,
Capt. W Wbeeler; K, 1st Ohio, Llent. NichollUJ 8ahm.

TWELFTH ARMY CORPS.
SECOND DIVISIOII, Bril\'.-Gen. John W. Geary.

~,.., Brigade, Col. ChlU'lc8 Candy, Col. WUliam R.
Crelltbton Ik), Col. Thomu J. Abl: 5th OhIo, Col. Jobn
H. Patrick: 7th Ohio. Col. Wllli"m R. Creighton. Llent.
Col. Orrin J. Crane (k', Capt. Ernest J. Kreiger: 29th
Ohio, Col. Wllliam F. FItch: 66th Ohio, Llent.-eol. En
gene POWell, Capt. ThOlUU McConnell; 28th Pa.• Col.
ThowlUl J. Abl, Capt. Jobn Flynn; u7th Pa., Lieut.-Col.
Arlo Pardee. Jr. Brlltadel088: k.25; w,1l7=H2. Bu
mad Brigade. Col. George A. Cobbam. Jr.: 29th Pa., Col.
William Rlckarde, Jr.: 1000h Pa., Capt. Frederick L.
G1ml>er: 11Uh Pa., Col. Tbomas M. Walker. Brlgade
I08S; k, '; w,18=22. Third BrigaIh, CoL David Ire-

, )r'll..Oeu. J.-ph Hoobr. cnmm"nll'nlt E1"venth ...11
Tw~ltth Ann,. COn'A. hall Duller hlA ImmNllftte cnmmanc! the
Flra' Di..1aloD, Fow1.b Corpa; U1e second D1vill1on, Tweltth

land: 60tb N. Y., Col. Abel Godard; 78th N. T., Col.
Herl'ert von Hammersteln; 10'ld N. Y., Col. JlWltlII C.
Lane; 137th N. Y., Capt. MUo B. Eldridge; l'Dth N. Y.,
Lieut.-Col. Charlell B. Randall. Hrigade 1088: k, ~; w,
151=177. ArliUerlf, Maj. J. A. Reynolds: E, Pa., LleuL
J. D. McGill; K, 5th U. S., Capt. E. C. Bainbridge..

FOURTEENTH CORPS, MIi\J.-Q('n. J. !\I. Palmer.
Eecort.· L,lst Ohio Cav., Capt. John D. Barker.

FIBIlT D[VISIOII, Brlg.-Gen. Richard W. Jobnllcm.
J.'irel BrlgtllU, Brig.-Gen. WUl1aw P. Carlln: UNth m ..

Llent.-CoL nouglu Hapeman: 38th Ind., Lieut.-Col.
Daolel I". Griffin; 4.2d Ind., Lleut.-eoL William T. B.
McIntire: 88th Ind., Col. Cyrus E. Brlaut; 2d Ohio. Col.
Anaon G. McCook:; 33d Ohio, Capt. James H. M. Mont
gomery; lI4.th Ohio, Maj. Rue P. Hutc-hlns; 10th WIa..
l;apt. Jacob W. Roby. Br1jl,'ade 10811: k, 26: w.IU=l69.
Suund Brigad4!, Col. Ma1'llhall F. Moore, CoL WillIam L.
8toughton: 19th Ill., Llent.-eol. Alexander W. Raft'en:
11th Micb., Capt. Patrir.k H. Keegan; 69th Ohio, l\fl\J.
Jamll8 J. Hanna; 1st Battalion, 15th U. 8., Capt. HMUy
Ketelt0.8: 2d Battalion, llitb U. 8., CKpt. William 8 . .Mc
Manus; 1st Battalion, 16th U. 8 .. Maj. Robert E. A.
CrofIon; 1Rt Battal1on, 18th U. B., Capt. George W.
8mltb: 2d Battalion, 18th U. B., CKpt. Henry Haymond;
1st Battalion, 19th U. 8.. Capt. Henry 8. Welton. BrI
gade loss: k, 23: w,lt9: m, 2=17... TAird Brigodr.
Brig.-Gen. Jobn C. Starkweather: ~th m. CoL Upza
Mlhalotzy; 37th Ind., CoL Jamell 8. Hull: 21st Ohio.
Capt. Charlllll H. V'lntlne; 7'th Oblo, Maj. J08eph
FIsher; 78th Pa., Maj. AngustU8 B. Bonnatl'on: 79th
Pa., MIi\J. Michael H. Locher: let Wla., Lleut.-Col.
George B. Bin~ham; ~lst Wle., capt. CharieR H.
Walker. ArlUlerv: C, 1st Ill., Capt. Mark H. Pre;o
cott: A, let Mich., Francie E. Hale.
SBCOND D1Y1.810li, Brig.-Gen. J. C. Davis. Btalflotlll: W, L

Fi,.,,' Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Jamell D. Morgan: loth III..
Col. John Tlll80lI: 16tb Ill., Llent.-eol. JalUN B. Cahlll:
60tb m., Col. William B. AndeI'llOn: ~lst Ky., Col. Sam
uel W. Price: 10th Mich., Llent.-eoL Chr18tophpr ~_

D1l'kenon. Brlgade 1088: w, 9. Suond Brigad4!, Brig.
Gen. John BeaUy: Utb In.. LIeut.-Col Otlcar Van T ......
sell; 78th 111., LIeut.-Col. Carter Van Vleck; lllltb Ohio.
MoJ. James M. Shane; l08th Ohio. Llent.-eol. Carlo
Piepbo; l13th Ohio, MoJ. L. 8tarltng 8ulllvant; 121st
Ohio, MIi\J. John Yajl,'er. Briltllde 1088: k, S: w, 17; m.
1 = 21. Third Brigade. Col. Daniel McCook: 85th Ill..
Col. Caleb J. Dllwortb; 86th m.. Lieut.-Col. Dln1d W.
Magee: HOtb III., Llent.-Col. E. Hibbard Topping: Wth
m., CoL Ol!Cl1r F. Hannon; 62d Ohio, Maj. ~am8ll T.
Hol1Jles. Brigade 1088: k.2; w,'; m,6=U. ArtiUery.
CIlPt. WIlllam A. Hotchldes: I, 2d m., Lleut. Hwry B.
Plant; 2d Minn., LIeut. Rlcbard L. Dawley: 5tb WIa.,
Capt. George Q. Gardner.
TllInD DIVIBlON, BrIg.-Gen. Absalom BaJrd.

Firet Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. John B. Tul't'bln: Iltd Iud_
Col. Morton C. Hunter: 11th OhIo, IJeut.-eoL O~pn

Street.; 17th Ohio, Maj. Daolel Bnlterlleld (w). Capt.
Benjamin H. 8bowe1'll; SlAt Obio, Llent.-Col. ~ri...k
W. Lleter; 36th Ohio, Lieut.-CoL R1ram F. Dunl; 81tb
Obio, Capt. Jobn H. Jolly; lI2d Ohio. Lleot.-{".ol Doo«i&R
Putman, ~r. (WI, Capt. Edward G1"lIlIvenor. Bri~e 1088 :
k, 150; w, 231; m, S =264.. SuoJld BritJruk, Col. FerdInand
Van DervPer: 75tb Iul!.. Col. Milton 8. Robln_; roth
Ind.. Col. Newell GICl8ICOn; 10011t Ind., Llellt.-(»1. 'IbGIDU
noan; 2d Minn., Llent.-(»1. Jndeon W. Bfllhop: 9th
Ohio, C.oL GnBtave Kammerlln«: Slith Ohio. Ueat.-Col_
Henry V. N. Boynton (WI, X,,: JMeph L. Budd; 1011th
Ohio, Llent.-eol. Wimam R. ToIlM. BrlR1lde 1Mll: k,I');
W. 14.2; lU. 2=163. TAlrd Brigade, Col. Edw.rd H.
Phelps lkl. Col. Wll1lam H. Havs: loth Iud.. Llf'lIt.-Col.
MII.1'IIh B. Taylor: 7fth Ind.. L1ent.-<::OI. M,.",n Bakpr:
.t.h Ky., Maj. Rohert M. Kelly: 10th K"v., Col. WU1lam
H. Hartl, Llent.-Col. Gabriel C. Wharton: 14.tb Obio,
Lieut.-Col. Hcn"':vD. Ktnll:8bnry: 38th Ohio, JlbJ. ("barl....
Greenwood. Brlltllde 1088: lr. 18: w, 100: m. 1=119. Ar
tUl6ll, Capt. Georjl,'e R. Swallow: 7th IncL. Liellt. Olbo

Col')lll: )lC'lrtlonR or the Foort....nth ("tIT')lA. anc! Ille Ftr'llt
Dlvt.tnn. Flnecmtlt Corps. Cn. K. 15tl. Ill. caT~ Capt.. 8amutll
B. 8berer. oerved as lllIC<Jrt 10 OeD. H ootCll'.
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B. Mor/(Wl; 19th Ind., Lieut. !Wbert G. Lackey; I, 4.th
U. 8., Lleut. Frank G. Smith.

ENGINEER TROOPS, BrIg.-Gen. William F. Smith.
Englnur... 1st Mich. Engineers (detachment), Capt.

Perrin V. Fox; 13th Mloh.. MoJ. Willard G. Eatou; 21st
Mich., Capt. LoomlB K. BiBhop ; 22d Mich. Inf., MoJ.
Henry S. Dean; 18th Ohio. Col. Timothy R. Stanley.
Plonur Brigwk, Col. George P. Buell: 1st Battalion,
Capt. CharIeR J. Stewart; 2d Battalion, Capt. Cornelius
Smith; 3d Battalion, Capt. Wllllam Clark.

ARTILLERY RESERVE, Brig.-Gen. J. M. Brannan.
r1B8T DIVISION, Col. James Barnett.

Fint Brigade, MoJ. Charles S. Cotter: B, 1st Ohio,
Lleut. Norman A.. Baldwin; C, 1st OWo, Capt. Marco B.
Gary; E, 1st Ohio, L1eut. Albert G. Ransom; F, 18t Ohio,
Llent. Glles J. Coc1cerUl. 8~ond Brigade .. G, 1st Ohio,
capt. Alexander Marshall; M, l ..t Ohio, Capt. Frederick
Schultz; 18th Ohio, Lleut. Joseph McCalferty.
8ECOND DIVISION.

Fint Brigade, Capt. Josiah W. Church: D, 1st Mich.,
capt. J08iah W. Church. A, 1st Tenn., Lleut. Albert F.
Beach: 3d Wis., Lieut. Hiram F. HUbbard; 8th Wis.,
Lieut. Obadiah German: lOth Wis., Capt. Yates V. Beebe.
Buond B,'1gruU, capt. Arnold Sutermelster: 40th Ind.,
Lieut. HllUry J. Wlilltll: 8th Ind., Lieut. George Estep;
lith Ind., Capt. Arnold Sutermelster. 21st Iud., Lieut.
W. E. CheBll: C, 1st WIll. Heavy, Capt. John R. Davies.

CAVALRY.-k
Bu1md Bri.gath (Second Divl8lon), Col. Eli Long: 98th

TIL, Lient.-Col. Edward Kitehell; 17th Ind., Lleut.-Col.
Henry Jordau; 2d Ky., Col. ThomasP. Nichol8ll; 40th
Mich., MoJ. Horace Gray: 1st Ohio, MoJ. Thomas J.
Patten; 3d Ohio, Lieut.-Col. C. B. 8eidel: 40th Ohio (bat
talion), MaJ. G. W. Dobb: 10th Ohio, Col. C. C. Smith.

POftT OF CHATT&Il000&, Col. John G. Parkhll1'llt: "th
Ind., Lleut.-Col. 8imeou C. Aldrioh; 15th Ky., MoJ. Wlll·
lam G. Halpin: 9th Mich., Lieut.-CoL WUllam WlIkinson.

ARMY OF THE TENNE88EE, MoJ•..Qen. WUllam T.
Bherman. ~

FIFTEENTH CORPS, MoJ.-Gen. Frank P. Blair, Jr.
:n~T DI\'ISION, Brig.-Gen. Peter J. OMterhaus.

FU-.t Brigade, Brig...Qen. CharIeR R. Woods: 13th m.,
Lleut.-Col. Frederick W. Partridge (W), Capt. Geo. P.
Browu; 3d Mo., Lleut.-Col. Theodore Meumaun. 12th
Jlo.. Col. Hugo WangelIn (W), Lieut.-Col. Jacob Kaercher;
17th Mo., Lleut.-Col. John F. C1'8mer; 27th Mo., Col.
Thomas Curiy: 29th Mo., Col. James Peckham (WI, MoJ.
Philip H. Murphy; 31st Mo., Lieut.-Col. Samuel P. 8imp
IOn; 32d Mo.• Lieut.-Col. Henry' C. Warmoth: 78th Ohio,
MaJ. Willard Warner. Brigade 1088: k, 33: w.~; m,
'1=277. 8eIJond Brigatk, Col. James A. W11IiamsOD:
40th Iowa, Lieut.-Col. George Burton; 9th lows, Col.
David C&rskaddon: 26th Iowa, Col. George A. 8tone:
lI8th Iowa, Col. Milo 8mith: 30th Iowa, Lieut.-Col. Aura
llna Roberts; 31st Iowa, Lieut~Col.Jeremiah W. Jenkins.
Brigade loy: k,19: w,l34: m,2=I511. A,.tUlery, Capt.
Henry H. Gri6tthll: 1st Iowa, Lleot. James M. WUUams:
F, 2d Mo., Capt. Clemens Landgraeber; 4.th Ohio, Capt.
George Froehllllh.
IBCOIm DIVI8101f, Brig.-Gen. Morgan L. 8mith.

Fi,..t Bri.gGde, Brig.-Gen. Giles A. 8mith (w), Col.
Nathan W. Tupper: lilIth lil., Col. Oscar Malmborg;
118th m., Col. Nathan W. Tupper, Lieut.-Col. James P.
!Wyd; 127th m., Lieut.-Col. Frank 8. Curtl88; 6th Mo.,
Lieut.-Col. Ira Boutell: 8th Mo., Lieut.-Col. David C.
Coleman: 57th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Bamuel R Mott; 1st
Battallon, 13th U. B., Capt. Charles C. Smith. Brigade
loss: w, 14.; m, 2 = 16. SecoRd Brigade, Brig.-Gen.
Joseph A. J. Lil{htbul'n: 83d Ind., Col. BenjamIn J.
Spooner; 30th Ohio. CoL Theodore Jones; 37th Ohio,
Lieut.-C01. LouiB Von Blessingh; '7th Ohio, Col. AUgDs
tus C. Parry; Mth Ohio, Ml\1. Robert Willlams, Jr.; 40th
W. Va., Col. James H. Dayton. Brigade IOS8: k. 10; w,
78=88. A,.tillery: A, 1st m., Capt. Peter P. Wood; B,
1st m.. Capt. Israel P. Rumsey; H, 1st liL, Lieut.
Francis DeGress. Artillery IOS8: w,l.
FOURTH DIVI810N, Brig...Qen. Hugh Ewing.

Fi,..t Brigade, Col. John Mason Loomis: 26th m,
Lieut. -Col. Robert A. Glllmore: 90th m., Col. Timothy
O'Meara (k), Lieut.-f'A11. Owen Stuart; 12th Ind., Col.
Reuben WUllams; lOOth Ind.. Lieut -Col. Albert Heath.
Brigade 108M: k, 37: w, 331: m,18 = 338. 8eIJoRd Bri.gadtJ,
Brig.-Gen. John M. Corse (W), Col. Charles C. Walcutt:
40th m., MoJ. Hiram W. Hall: 103d Ill.. Col. WIlllam A.
Dickerman; 8th Iowa, Lieut.-CoL Alexander J. Miller;
4.8th Ohio, Col. Charles C. Walcutt, Capt. Isaac N. Alex
ander. Brigade loss: k, 34.; w, 201; m, 2=237. Thlrd
BrigGde, Col. Joseph R. Coe.kerill: .sth Ill., Lieut.-Col.
Lucien GreathoU8e; 97th Ind.. Col. Robert F. Catterson:
99th Ind., Col. Alexander Fowler: 153d Ohio, Col. Wells
8. Jones: 70th Ohio. MoJ. William B. Brown. Brigade
1088: w,3. Arlilkr'll, Capt. Henry Richardson: F, 1st
Ill., Capt. John T. Cheney; I, 1st m., Lleut. Josiah H.
Burton: D, 1st Mo., Lleut. Byrou M. Callender. Artillery
10S8: w,2•.

8EVENTEENTH ARMY CORP8.
SBCOND DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. John E. Smith.

F£nt Brigwk, Col. Je888 I. Alexander: 8Sd lil•• Col.
Joseph B. McCown; 4.8th Ind., Lieut.-Col. Edward J.
Wood; 59th Ind., Capt. Wilford H. Welman; 40th Minn.,
Lieut.-Col. John E. Tourtellotte: 18th Wis., Col. Gabriel
Boullk. Brigade 1088: w, 4.. 8eIJond Brigwk, Col. Green
B. Raum (w), Col. Francis C. Deiml1ng, Col. Clark R.
Wever: 58th m., MoJ. PlnckneyJ. Welsh (W) : 17th Iowa,
Col. Clark R. Wever, MoJ. John F. Walden; 10th Mo.,
Col. Franels C. Delml1ug, Lieut.-Col. Christiau Hoppee,
Col. Francis C. Dehnllng: E, 24.th Mo., Capt. WlIUam
W. M"Cammon: 80th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Pren Metham.
Brigade I08S: k, 4.0; w, 14.0; m,24.=204.. TMrd Brigade,
BriK-..Qen. Charles 1.. Matthies (w), Col. Benjamin D.
Dean, Col. Jabez Banbury: lISd Ill., Col. Holden Put
nam ·k), Lient.-Col. NicholBll C. Buswell: 6th Iowa, Col.
Jabez Bl\Ilbnry, Lieut.-Col. Ezekiel 8. 8ampson: 10th
Iowa, Lieut.-Col. Parls P. Henderson. 28th Mo., Col.
Benjamin D. Dean. BrlRade 1088: k, '9; W, 14.5; m,
121 =316. A,./ilkry, capt. Henry Dillon: Ill. Battery,
Capt. WlIliam Cogswell: 8th Wis., Lieut. Samuel F.
Clark: 12th Wis., Capt. W1lliam Zickerick.

Total Union 1088: kllled, 762; wounded, '718: o",ptured
or mill81ng, 360 = 6816. Effective strength (est.), 80,000.

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY: General Braxton Bragg.

HARDEE'S CORPS, Lieut.-Gen. WtlUam J. Hardee.
CIIK&TR.UI'S DIVISION, Brig.-aen. John K. Jackson.

JaekMm'. Brigwk, Col. C. J. Wilkinson: 1st Ga. (Con
federate), MaJ. J. C. Gordon; 2d Battalion Ga. 8harp
shooters, Lieut.-Col. R. H. Whiteley; 6th Ga., Col. C. P.
Daniel: 4.7th Ga., Lieut.-CoL A. C. Edwards; 86th Ga.,
Lleut.-Col. J. W. Pearcy; 6th Mis8.. 1111\1. J. B. HerrinII';
8th HI88., MoJ. J. F. 8mlth. Brigade 1088 not reported.
WaltAall'. :Brit1cIde, Brig.-Gen. E. C. Walthall: Uth

* Corps heAdquariet'll aUl\ the First aud Second Brigadetl
aud 18ttl Ind. Battery, of the FirAt Dlvi.lon. at aud abont
Ale"an.lrl&, Tenn. : Thin! Brill&de at Caperton'. Ferry, Ten·
D""""" River. First and Third Brill'ade. and ChIcago Boan!
of Trade Battery, of the Second Dlvi81on, at May.v1lle, Ala.
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Mi88., Col. WllIiam F. Dowd; 27th Mi88., Col. J. A. Camp
bell: 29th Mlsll., CoL W. F. Brantley; llOth MiMs., M",. J.
M. Johntlon: 34.th MI88., Capt. H. J. Bowen. Brillade
1088: k, 8; w,l11; m, lI6S =972. MooN!. Brigade, BrIg.
Gen. John C. Moore: 37th Ala., Lleut.-Col. A. A. Green;
4.oth Ala., Col. J. H. Hil!'ley: '~Ala.,Lieut.-Col. Thomas
C. Lauter. Brigade 10SM: k, 9; w, 39; m, 208=2114..
Wright'. Bri.gwk, Brig.-Gen. Marcus J. Wright. Col.
John H. Anderson: 8th Tenn., Col. John H. Anderson,

JGeneral Sherman had nnder hi. Immediate command the
Eleventh Corpe, and the Becou.1 D1rl.lon, Fonrt8enth C..rpa
of the Army of the Cnmberlan.l; tbe SCC'.ond and Fourth
Dlvi8lon., FIfteenth Corps, and the Becond DIv1a1oD, BeTeD..
tB8nth Corp8.
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Liellt.-eol. Chris. c. McKtnney; 16th Tenn.. Col. D. M.
Donnell; 2Rth Tenn., Col. B. B. Btanton; 38th Tenn. (at
CharleMton, Tenn.I, Col. John C. Carter; 51st and Md
Tenn., Lieut.-Col. John G. Hall Brigade 108ll: k, 1; w,
11 = 12. A rtillerl/ BaUali<m, Maj. M. Bmlth: Ala. Bat
tery, Capt. W. H. Fowler; Fla. Battery, Capt. Robert P.
McCantB: Ga. Battery, Capt. John 8cogln; MI88. Bat
tery, Capt. W. B. Turner. Battal10n 1088: m, 7.
8TKVENBOS's DIVIsION, MoJ.-Gen. Carter L. Btevenson,

Brlg.-Gen. John C. Brown ,temporarUy/.
Brown'. Brigade, Brll(.-Gen. John C. Brown: Sd Tenn.,

Col. C. H. Walker; 18th aud I16th Tenn , Lleut.-Col. W.
R. Butler; 32d Tenn., Maj. J. P. McGuire; 45th 'fenn. oud
23d Tenn. Bllttallon, Col. A. Bearey. Brigade lo~s: k. 2;
w, 35; m, 13=50. PeUus'. Brigade. Brll\'.-Gen. E. W.
PettUB: 20tb Ala.. Capt. John W. Davis; 2Sd Ala., Lieut.
Col. J. B. Blhb; 30th Ala., Col. C. M. Bhelley; 318t Ala.,
Col. D. R. Hundley; 46th Ala., Capt. George E. Brewer.
BriltIldt' loss: k. 17; w, 93; m, 17=127. Gumming'.
Brigade, Blig.-Gen. Alfred Cumming: 84tb Ga., Col. J.
A. W. John.o:! (W), Lieut.-Col. J. W. Bradley: 36tb Ga.,
Lieut.-Col. Alexander M. W'Llloce (w), Capt. J. A. Grice;
89th Ga.. Col. J. T. McConnell (k) ; 56th Ga., Lleut.-Col.
J. T. !'laul\'lIter, Capt. J. L. Morgan. Brigade loss: k,
17; w, 156; m, 30=203. Rty,wltU'. Briyade (of Bnek
ner's divisIon), Brlg.-Gen. Alexander W. Reynolds: 58th
N. C., Col. J. B. Pnlmer: 60th N. C., M...l••Jowes T. Wea
ver; 54th Va., I.lent.-CoI. J. J. Wade; 63d Va., MoJ. J.
M. Frenl'h. Artillery: Ga. Battery, Capt. 11181. Van
Den Corput; Md. Battery, Capt. JohnB. Rowan: Tenn.
Bottery, Capt. W. W. Carnes; Tenn. Battery, Capt.
Edward B'lxter
CL&BURNE's UI\'ISION, Maj.-Gen. P. R. Clebnrne.

Lowrey'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Mark P. Lowrey: 16th
AIR., Maj. F. A. Ashford; sad Ala., Col. Bamuel Adams;
45tb Ala., LIeut.-Col. H. D. Lampley; 32d ond 45tb ~t188.,

Col. A. B. RItn1eBJItle; 15tb Battalion BhlLJ1Hlbooten,
Capt. T. M' Bte~r. Polk'. IJriqade, Brlg.-Gen. Lnclns
E. Pulk: 2d TeIIn .. Col. W. D. RobIson (w); 35tb ond
46tb Tenn.. Col. B. J. HlII; 1st Ark., Col. J. W. Culqnltt;
8d and ~tb Coufl',(\erote, Lleut.·Cul. J. C. Colt" 1m w),
Capt. W. A. Rrown, Capt. M. H. DIxon. Lidd~ll'. Bri
gade, Col. D. C. Govan: 2d, 16tb, and 24th Ark., LIeut.
Col. E. Warfteld; 5th and 15tb Ark.. Col. John E. MUJ~

my; 6th and nh Ark., Llent.-Col. Peter Snl'der; 8tb and
19tb Ark., Llent.-eol. A. S. Hutr.hlnson. S",Uh'. Brigad~,
Col. HIram A. Granburry: 7th Tex., Capt. C. E. Talley;
6tb, 10th, and 15th Tex.. Capt Jobn R. Kennard; 17tb,
16th, 24th. and 25th Tex. (dIsmounted c·avalry), MoJ. W,
A. Taylor. ArliUery BaUalit"., Capt. J. P. Douglll8:
Ala. Battery tBeml,le's), LIeut. R. W. Goldthwaite:
Ark. Battery (Calvert'sl, LIeut. T. J. Key; MIss. Hattery
IBwt"et'sl, Lll'ut. H. Bhannon, Battalion loss: k, 6; w,
16=22. DivIsion loss: k. 62; w. 867: m,12="1.
WALKER'S DlYISION, Brll\'.-Gen !'tatl'S R. Gist.

OUl'. Briqade: 8tb GIL. Battalion. LIeut.-CoL Z. L.
Walten; 46th Ga., Lleut.-eoJ. W. A. Daulel; 16th B. C.,
Col. James McCullollll'h; 24th 8. C., Col. C. H. Btevens.
WU4IOn'. Brigade, Brlg.-Gen. Claudius C. \\'l1son: 1st
Ga. Battalion 8harp-8bootcrs and 2.~th Ga., Mnl. A.
8hall1l': 26th Ga. Batb,UoD, Maj. J. W. NIsbet; 29th Bnd
soth Ga., MoJ. Thomas W. Mnnll'hnm; 66th Ga., Col. J.
C. Nisbet. Mane,!. Brigade, Brlll'.-Gen. George E.
Maney (WI: 4tb Confederate, Capt. Josepb Bostick; let
and 27th Tenn., Col. H. R. Feild: 6th nnd 9th Tenn., Col.
GOOI'jfC C. Porter; 41st Tenn., Col. R. Farqnhonoon: llOth
Tenn.. Col. C. A. Bnltl\'; 24th Tenn. Battnl10n IIl1a.,.
shooters. Mnj. Frank Maney. A,.til~ry Bollnlion, Mnj.
Ro""rt, MRrtln: Ga. Bnttery, Cal.t. E. P. Howell: Mo.
Batter.., Copt.. H. M. Bledsue; Ferll1180n'8 Bntter\', Cnpt.
T. B. FprJlUson. DlvlR10n loss: k. 14; W, 118; m. 100 = 822.

BRECKINRIDGE'S CORPS, MoJ.-Gen. Jobn C. Breck
1nr!,11CCo
BINDIIAS'S DIVI6ION. Brllt.-Gen J. Patton Anderson.

Antler.on'. B'''gad~, Col. W. F. Tucker: 7th and 9th

MI88., CoL W. H. BIshop; lothlLDd 44th KI8&, Col. Jamea
Barr; 41st M18s., --; lith Battalion MI... Sharp
shooten, KoJ. W. C. Richards. Mafllga,lll'. Brigade,
BrIg.-Gen. Arthur M. Manigault: 24th Ala., Col. 1'0. N.
Dam; 28th Ala., Lieut.-Col. W. L. Bntler; 84th Alo..
Callt. R. G. Welch; lotb and 19th S. C., Col James F.
Pressley. Duu·. Brigade, Brig.-Uen. Z. C. Deas: 19th
Ala.. Col. 8. K. Mc8paddl'n ; 22d Ala.; Llent.-eol. B_ K
Hart; 25th Alo., CoL U. D. Johnston: 3l!th Ala., LiNlt_
Col. W. C. ClItton; 60th Ala., Cui. J. G. ("oitart; 11th
Ala. Battallou Bbarp-ahooters, Capt. J. F. lS"lllX'l'8.
l"altUha,.,. Brigade, Brlg.-GeD. A. J. VaughoD: 11th
Tenu., LIeut.-Col. WtlUnm Thedford; 12th and utb
TenD., Col. W. M. Wntklns; 13th and 154th TenD., Lieut.
Col. R. W. Pltmnn ; 29th Tenu., Col. Horace Blce. ArlU
lery BaUalwn, Maj. A. R. Courtney: Ala. Battery, CllpL
James Ganity; Dent'sBattery, Capt. S. H. Dent; Tex.
Battery, Capt.• J. P. Douglas.. Dlvbllon 1088: k, 76; w.
476; m, 1124 =1676.
BJlECIUliIlIDGE'" DIVISION, Brlg•.Gf'n. WlIIlom B. Bate.

Bote'. Bri£ade, Col. R. C. Tyler (WI, Col. A. F. Hudler
(w), LIeut.-Col. Jnmes J. TlInler: 37tb Ga., Col. A. F.
Hudler, L1eut.-Col. J. T. IImlth; 10th Tt'nn., MlIJ. John
O'Neill; 16tb and S7tll Tenn.. Ltl'nt.-Col. R. D. Frayser;
20th Tenn., capt._ John F. Guthrie; 30th Tenn., L1ellc.
Col. JUIDC8 J. Turner; CIlswell'8 HattalloD. LIeut. Joel
Towl'1'8. LetDU'. Brigad~, Br1ll:.-Gen. Joseph H. JAowls:
2d Ky., Col. Jame8 W. Moss; 4tb Ky., Lieut.-Col. T. W.
ThompsoD; 5tb Ky., Col. H. Hawkills; 6th K"., J.Jeut.
Col. W. L. CllU'ke: 9th Ky., Llent.-Col. John C. WlekUft'e.
Flllky'. Brigade, BrIg.-Uen. Jt'e8e J. Finley: 1st ADd 3d
Fla., LIeut.-Col. E. Masbbnrn; 4th Fla., Lleut.-eo1. E.
Badger; 6th Fla., LIeut.-CoL A. D. McLean: 7th FIa.,
Lleut.-CoJ. T. Ingram; 1st Fla. CILV. (dillmonnted/, CoL
U. T. Maxwell. Artillery Bactalioll, Capt. Robert Cobb:
Ky. Bottery (Cobb'..), Llent. F. J. Gl'lLcle; La. Battery,
Capt. C. H. Slocomb: Tenn. Battery, Capt. J. W. JI&
bane. DIvision l""s: k, "; w, 244; m, 5P1=sroll.
STEWABT'S1JlVtsION, Mal.-Gen. Alexauder P. Stewart.

Sto"alr. Brigade. Br' g.-Gen. Moreellus A. "'tovall: 40lh
Oa.. Ueut..<Jol. R. M. Young; 41st Ga., Col. W. E. Curt18 ;
42d Gil., MoJ. W, H. Hulsey: 4Sd Ga., Lleut.-Col. H. C.
Kellogg; 62d Ga., Moj. Jolm J. Mool'l". Brlllnde
1088: k, 5; w, 32; m, .7=~. SIrallr. Brigad~. BrIg.
Gen. 08<'ar F. 8tra11l: .th Tenn.. Lieut.-Col. L W.
Finley; 51h Telln.. Col. J. J. Lamh; 19th Teun., ("oL
F. M. Wnllrer: 24tb Tenn.. Col. John A. Wilson; 31at
Tl'l111.. LIl'nt.-('ol. F. E. P. Bto1l'0rd; 33d TenD., Lieut.
Col. H. C. MeNelll. Bli~de loss: k,16; w.lI8: m, 1110 =
259. Olal/Ion'. Brigade, Col. J. T. Holtzelaw: 18th Ala..
Maj. Bhep. Rnffin; 8~d llnd 58th Ala., CoL BUllh. JOI1t'8;
30tll and 38tb Ala., Col. L. T. Woodru1I'. Brltl'ade lose:
k, 21 ; w, 100; m, 706 =8'J'l. Adam... Brigade, Col. H. L
GIbBon: 13tb and 20tb La.. M,~. F. I... Campbell: 19th
La., Maj. H. A. KenDedy; 16tb and 25th La., Col. D.
Gobl'r; Uth La. Battalion E1haJ;Hlbootel'll, KlIJ. J. Eo
Auatln; 4th La. BattalloD, Kaj. 8. L. Bishop. BrlRBde
losp: k. 21.1; "',96; m. iSS=357. Ar/UU:ry BaUoli-. Eu
fnula Bottery (Oliver's), LIeu!. WIlliam J. M'eKpDzIe;
La. Battery, Capt. Charles E. Fenner, MIl!&. Battery.
Capt. T. J. Stanford. Battalion 1088: k, 1; w, 6; m.
fi=12. E«orteompa"I/, loss: W,I; m,I=2.
RBllf:RVE ARTIJ.LBB\',

Robert_'. BaUaHm', ("'apt. Felix H. RohertllOn: AI&.
Battery 'Lllmsdl'D'Sl, Llent. H. H. Crlbha; 08. Batt('ry
(Hsvlp'p), Lleut. J. R. DUDpan ; Gll. Battery, Cart. R. W.
AndelBOn; Mo. Battery, Capt.Obl'rton W. BUl'f't. Bat
talion lOll.. : k. 1: w,.; m, 6 = 11. WiUiam.·. Bat&tJ/i.....
MII,I. !'. C. WllliamR: A1.'1. B8ttl'ry. Capt. R. Kulb;
Jefl"n>se's Battery, Capt, W. C. Jell're88; MIM. Battery
lDIU'den'.I, Lieut. H. W. BnlleD. Battalion 1_: w.3.

C n'ALRY: Part8 of tIle 8d. 8th, and 10t.h CoDh'derale"
Bntllst. 2<1. ,tb. and 11th Teun.

Totn I f'onfoof'mte 1088: k'l1ed, lIlI1; wlIUDded. 21m;
captured or ml88ing, 4146 = 6687.
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THE DEFENSE OF KNOXVILLE.

BY ORLANDO M. POE, BREVET BRIGADIER-GKliERAL, U. 8. A.

I T was determined by the Federal authorities to make strenuous efforts
during the summer of 1863 to effect permanent lodgments in east

Tennessee, both at Chattanooga and Knoxville, not only for the purpose or"
interrupting railway communication by that route, Jbut to afford relief to a
section where Union sentiments were known to exist to a very considerable
extent. It was accordingly alTanged that Rosecrans should move from
Murfreesboro' against Bragg, while a force should be organized in central
Kentucky to move toward Knoxville in cooperation. The latter movement
was intrusted to General Burnside, who occupied Knoxville on the 2d of
September, 1863, with part of the Twenty-third Corps, and on the 9th received
the surrender of the Confederate force under General John W. Frazer at
Cumberland Gap.

The greater portion of General Burnside's force was now expectoo to move
down the Valley of the Tennessee to a connection (possibly a junction) with
Rosecrans, then at Chattauooga or its vicinity. This involved leaving Knox
ville to be held by a small force, and rendered it necessary to fortify the place.
Accordingly, as chief engineer, I was instructed to arrange fot' a garrison of
600 men, intended only to hold the place against a cavalry" dash."

During the enemy's occupation of Knoxville, a very small beginning had
been made toward the erection of earth-works. An insignificant line had
been thrown up on the hill north-west of the college, and a slight epaulement

JAt the beginning of 1863 the Confederates southward or westward; the other by way of
had two lines of n&ilwl\Y communication between Lynchburgh, Knoxville, and Chattanooga, where
their eastern and western forces: one by the coast- it branohed toward Memphis and Atlanta. [Bee
wille system to Savannah or Augusta, and thenoe also p. 746.]~O. M. P.

m
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73 2 THB DBFBNSB OF KNOXVILLE.

on the bluff overlooking the railway station. Neither of these was of use in
the construction of our works. The plans for two works were submitted,
one, afterward known as Fort Sanders, on the site of the imperfect work
first mentioned; and the other, afterward known as Fort Huntington Smith,
on Temperance Hill in East Knoxville. These plans were approved by
General Burnside, and work was at once begun by the engineer battalion
of the Twenty-third Corps and a small force of negroes, but progressed slowly
on account of the difficulty of getting suitable materials. The forts were not
entirely completed until after the siege of Knoxville. Meanwhile our lines
were extended down the valley toward Chattanooga. By the 18th of
September, a battalion of cavalry in the extreme advance reached Cleve
land, and the prospect for a junction was good until Chickamauga put an end
to further movements in that direction, and Sweetwater became our outpost.

Early in October a force of the enemy under General John S. Williams,
coming from the eastward, moved down the railroad to the vicinity of Bull's
Gap, and pressed heavily upon our forces in that quarter. With such troops
as could readily be concentrated, General Burnside attacked them at Blue
Springs on the 10th and drove them well back toward Bristol.

On the 22d of October our outpost at Sweetwater and our reserve at
Philadelphia were attacked successfully. Subsequent operations and recon
noissances resulted in the determination to abandon temporarily the Valley
of the Tennessee south of Loudon. The troops were all withdrawn and the
pontoon-bridge was transferred from Loudon to Knoxville, where General

.Sanders's cavalry command crossed it to the south side of the river, on the
1st of November. The abandonment of Loudon had in view the occupa-
tion of a stronger position on the northern bank of the river from Kingston
to Lenoir's, where a pontoon-bridge was to be thrown across the Holston
and the line prolonged by the right bank of the Little Tennessee.

On the 13th of November it was ascertained that the enemy had con
structed a pontoon-bridge at Huff's Ferry, near Loudon, and were crossing
in force to the northern bank of the Tennessee. At the same time General
Wheeler, with nearly the whole of his four brigades of cavalry, made a rapid
night march and crossed the Little Tennessee with a view to cutting off
Sanders's command and occupying the heights opposite Knoxville; or, as
stated by Longstreet, "failing in this, to threaten the enemy at Knoxville so
as to prevent his concentrating against us before we reached Knoxville."
Wheeler was foiled in this attempt, and soon withdrew to the north bank of
the river, which he crossed at Louisville. He rejoined Longstreet on the
17th of November, after the latter had fought the battle of Campbell's Station.

Upon learning of Longstreet's movement, General Burnside took personal
command of the troops available to oppose him. The operations of our
forces during the next few days had for their object to delay the advance of
the enemy to enable 118 to get our trains into Knoxville, and to forward the
defensive works at that place, where it had been determined to make 8 stand.

Longstreet advanced from Loudon in two columns, McLaws's division
taking the left road, leading to Campbell's Station, and Hood's division (com-
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manded by Jenkins), the one to the right, following the line of the railroad to
Lenoir's. The latter soon came in contact with the Federal skirmishers and
drove them slowly back, but failed to reach Lenoir's that day. Every effort
was made during the night to ascertain Burnside's movements, but his bold
and vigilant rear-guard succeeded in completely concealing them. By day
break the whole force was on the road, and when the Confederates advanced
they found Lenoir's deserted.

The road upon which Burnside was moving, followed by Jenkins, inter
sects that along which McLaws was advancing, about a mile south-west
of Campbell's Station. It was therefore essential to the safety of his train,
if not of his entire command, that Burnside should reach the junction before
McLaws. Just before daylight on the 16th of November, Hartranft's division
took the advance of Burnside's column from Lenoir's and pushed forward
as rapidly as the roads permitted, followed by the trains and by the other
troops. McLaws, with full knowledge of the importance of seizing the
intersection of the roads, was making every endeavor to get possession before
the arrival of Burnside. He was opposed by a small force, but his march,
like Hartranft's, was impeded hy the mud resulting from heavy rains. It
thus became a race for the ppsition. Hartranft won by perhaps half an hour,
and, turning west on the Kingston road, quickly deployed his division in
such manner as to confront MeLaws, and at the same time cover the Lou
don road along which our trains were moving.

During the movement from Lenoir's, Burnside's rear-guard, composed of
Colonel William Humphrey'S brigade, had several sharp encounters with
Jenkins's advance, in which Humphrey handled his forces so well as to excite
the admiration of both friends and foes, always standing long enough, but
never too long.

Scarcely had Hartranft's dispositions been made when McLaws appeared
and attacked, but Hartranft steadfastly held his ground until the remainder of
our troops and all our trains had safely passed. The trains continued on the
road to Knoxville, while the troops were formed in line of battle about half a
mile beyond the junction, with Ferrero's division on the right, and White's
in prolongation to the left, whereupon Hartranft withdrew from his advanced
position and took his place in line on the left of White. A small cavalry
force scouted the roads on each flank of the line. About noon Longstreet
unsuccessfully attacked our right, and afterward our left center. Later,
taking advantage of a wooded ridge to conceal the march, he attempted
to turn our left flank with three brigades of Jenkins's division, but our
scouts soon discovered and reported the movement. Burnside had deter
mined to retire to a new position about two-thirds of a mile to his rear, and
this development but slightly hastened his withdrawal from the first line.
The difficult and hazardous undertaking was successfully accomplished in the
face of the enemy. All who saw it say that the troops moved with the great
est coolness, deliberation, and precision under a heavy and continuous fire.

McLaws's division promptly advanced to attack the new position, while
Jenkins continued his turning movement, but the difficulties of the ground
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delayed him until nightfall and stopped his further progress. McLaws
attacked and failed to make an impression, and at the close of the action
Burnside remained in possession of his own ground until after dark, and then
continued his movement to Knoxville, the head of his column appearing
there about daybreak next morning, November 17th. He had gained his
object and therefore was fairly entitled to claim a victory.

Burnside placed his whole loss in this important affair of Campbell's
Station at about 300. Jenkins reported his as 174. It is probable that the
losses on both sides, including McLaws's, were about equal.

During the fight Burnside had instructed me to select lines of defense
around Knoxville and have everything prepared to put the troops into
position as fast as they should arrive. I was well acquainted with the
ground, and but little further examination was necessary to enable me to
designate, in writing, the proposed location of each organization.

The topographical features of the vicinity of Knoxville give that place
decided strength as a military position. [See mQ.ps, pp. 636 and 736.] On the
northern or right bank of the Holston, a narrow table-land, or ridge, beginning
about two miles east of the town, extenus down the river to Lenoir's, some
24 miles. This ridge is generally elevated about 150 feet above the river, but
with many higher points. Its width at Knoxville is about 1300 yards, and
the valley bounding it on the north-west, parallel with the river, is perhaps
50 feet above that stream at the ordinary stage of water. The East Tennessee,
Virginia and Georgia railroad is located along the valley, which was almost
entirely clear of timber. At short intervals the ridge is cut through by
small streams emptying into the Holston, two of which, called First and
Second Creeks, run through the town at a distance apart of about one
thousand yards. The main portion of Knoxville, as it existed at the time of
the siege, occupied that portion of the table-land included between the two
creeks, the river and the valley. East Knoxville was situated next east of
First Creek, upon an elevation known as Temperance Hill. East of Tem
perance Hill, and separated from it by a depression in the ridge, is Mabry's
Hill, the highest ground on the north side of the Holston within cannon
range of the town. Beyond this the ground, with a few minor elevations,
gradually descends to the level of the valley. Flint Hill is immediately upon
the bank of the river, south of Temperance Hill. Third Creek, a little more
than a mile westward from Second Creek, forms the south-westerly limit of
another natural division of the ridge, including the hill north-west from the
college. North-westerly from the river are found successive ridges; the most
important was occupied by the Confederates, across the valley a mile from
our line. South of the Holston the ground rises in a series of prominent
points, or knobs, the highest of which is directly opposite Knoxville on the
prolongation of Gay street. These knobs form a range, the crest line of
which is parallel with the river at an average distance from it of about half
a mile, with a wide valley beyond.

On the Knoxville side of the Holston, our line rested upon the river about
a quarter of a mile below the mouth of Second Creek, extended. from there
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at an angle of .about 82° with the river for 900 yards to Battery Noble, ""'
then, bending about 50° to the northward, continued a little more than 600
yards to Fort Sanders, where it changed direction about 65° to the eastward,
and, overlooking the valley, followed the crest of the bluff, parallel with the
general course of the river for some 1600 yards to Battery Wiltsie, opposite
the railroad station, including, in this part of the line, Battery Zoellner,
between Fort Sanders and Second Creek, Battery Galpin, just east of Second
Creek, and Fort Comstock, between Battery Galpin and Battery Wiltsie.
From the last named, with a slight change of direction toward the river, the
line continued along the crest of the bluff, over Temperance Hill to Mabry's
Hill, a distance of 2400 yards, including Battery Billingsley just west of
First Creek, Fort Huntington Smith on Temperance Hill, Battery Clifton
Lee and Battery Stearman in the depression between Temperance Hill and
Mabry'S Hill, and Fort Hill on the extreme easterly point of Mabry's Hill.
From here it turned sharply to the southward for 1300 yards and reached the
river at a ravine about 1000 yards above the mouth of First Creek. A con
tinuous line of infantry cover connected all these positions, and dams were
built at the crossing of First and Second Creeks which, by backing the
water, formed considerable obstacles, especially in front of Temperanctl Hill,
where the line was parallel with the course of First Creek for 1200 yards, and
the pond impassable without bridges.

A short interior line was established from Fort Sanders to Second Creek,
near its mouth. This included Fort Byington, built around the college.
Another line extended from Temperance Hill to Flint Hill, terminating in
Battery Fearns.

On the south side of the river such of the heights (four in number) as
were necessary to the defense were occupied by detached works with exten
sions for infantry cover, insufficient, however, to make the line continuous,
or even approximately so. Fort Stanley was built on the hill directly
opposite Knoxville, and a line of ordinary rifle-trenches was carried eastward
from it across the Sevierville road and to the adjacent height. The hill
nearly opposite the mouth of Second Creek was occupied by Fort Dicker
son, and the next one to the westward by Fort Higley.

The arrangements for the defense of the position on the north side of the
Holston were necessarily made in the most hurried manner. The earth-works
known as Fort Sanders and Fort Huntington Smith, intended for a very dif
ferent condition of affairs, were so far advanced toward completion when
Longstreet appeared before Knoxville, that their use without modification
was compulsory. Neither of the plans was what it would have been had the
works been designed for parts of a continuous line. Especially was this the
case with respect to Fort Sanders, the trace of which was such that under the
stress of circumstances its north-western bastion became a prominent salient
of the main line, and notwithstanding the measures taken to remedy this objec-

~ The several positioIll! along the line were not after the siege was raised. All were nanied after
Darned until after the lines were eBtablished,-Fort officers who had been killed during the Biege or in
Sanden on the 18th of November, and the othen the operations preceding it.-O. M. P.
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tionable feature, its existence caused us great anxiety. The sector without
fire of the bastion referred to (the one attacked) would have been a sector
without fire for the line, but for the arrangements made on either side of it to
overcome the defect as far as possible. The fire thus obtained in front of this
bastion was not all that could have been desired, but the event proved that
it was sufficient. That Longstreet's renowned infantry failed to carry it by
assault demonstrated that there were no very serious defects unprovided for.

Digitized by GoogIe



THE DEFENSE OF KNOXVILLE. 737

.As already stated, the head of Burnside's column appeared at Knoxville at
daybreak on the 17th of November. It was met near Third Creek, and the
organizations were directed to their respective stations, formed upon the lines,
and told to dig, and to do it with all their might. By the middle of the fore
noon all were hard at work. The locations of but few of the organizations
were changed during the siege, and these but slightly.

Except the incomplete forts, Sanders and Huntington Smith, nothing
in the way of defensive works had been previously contemplated. Lines of
rifle-trenches soon appeared, only to grow rapidly into continuous infantry
parapets. Batteries for the artillery were ready in the shortest possible time.

During the night of the 16th of November Sanders had crossed his division
of cavalry to the north side of the river and moved out on the Loudon road
to cover our forces, approaching from Campbell's Station, until they could
get into position and make some progress in the construction of defensive
works. Slowly falling back as the enemy advanced on the 17th, he finally
made a stand with one brigade of about 700 men under his immediate com
mand, upon a hill just north of the Loudon road, a mile from Fort Sanders
and about 800 yards west from where that road crossed ThiJ.·d Creek;
while the other brigade (two regiments of mounted infantry), commanded by
Colonel C. D. Pennebaker, turned at bay where the Clinton road crossed the
ridge about a mile north-west from Fort Sanders.

For the remainder of the 17th these commands stubbornly held their
ground, in full view of our lines, the principal Confederate attacks being
directed upon the position of Sanders, who kept up a fierce and gallant contest
with Longstreet's infantry and Alexander's guns, ceasing only with the dark
ness. About 11 P. M. General Burnside sent for me, and upon reporting to
him at his headquarters at Crozier's house, I found him in conversation with
Sanders. He asked me how long it would take to make the works defensible,
and was informed that it could be done by noon of the next day, the 18th.
Turning to Sanders he asked him if he would maintain his position until that
time, and received an assuring promise. Sanders accompanied me to my
quarters, where we discussed the matter until after midnight, and then lay
down upon the same blanket to get some rest, but before daylight he was
called by the guard, and left to join his command.

As day dawned the attacks upon Sanders were renewed, with the evident
determination to dislodge him in the shortest possible time. As hour after
hoW" passed, and that cavalry continued to stand against the pressure, it ex
cited the wonder of the rest of our army. The contest was very unequal, and
occasionally a few of our men would leave their position behind the piles of
fence rails which constituted their only cover, with the apparent intention of
retreating. At such critical times Sanders would walk up to the rail piles and
stand there erect, with fully half his height exposed to a terrific fire at short
range, until every retreating man, as if ashamed of himself, would return to
his proper place. He held his ground until noon as he had promised, and then,
in accordance with an understanding with me, continued to hold it, intending
to do so until actually driven away. At about half-past two he fell, mortally
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wounded, and the screen which he had so stubbornly interposed between the
enemy and our hard-working troops was quickly rolled aside.

Every spadeful of earth turned while Sandel"S was fighting aided in making
our position secure, and he had determined to sacrifice himself if necessary for
the safety of the rest of the army. Hence he maintained his position so strenu
ously, and but for his fall it is possible he would have held it until night, as
I sincerely believe he meant to do. His fine presence, soldierly bearing,
extreme gallantry, and unvarying courtesy attached to him the incongruous
elements composing his command, and enabled him to handle it as he did on
this occasion, when its behavior was certainly worthy the commendation it
received. The fort in front of which he fell was immediately named after
him in commemoration of the service rendered.

Early on the 18th eight or ten of the enemy had established themselves in
the upper story of the tower of a brick house which stood about 750 yards
beyond Sanders's line, and from this advantageous position greatly annoyed
his command by their accurate fire. He sent a request to Benjamin, in Fort
Sanders, to try the effect upon these sharp-shooters of a few shots from his
20-pounder Parrotts. The distance was 2500 yards, but Benjamin'S gunner
put a shot directly through the compartment occupied by the sharp-shooters,
badly wrecking it (as was ascertained by examination after the siege), and
abating the nuisance. During the whole war I saw no prettier single shot.

By the night of the 18th our infantry trenches on the north side of the
river had been made neal'ly continuous, and our heavier works were w€'ll
advanced. The enemy's skirmishers pushed up in front of ours, and the siege
was fairly on. On the 19th he extended to his left, and during the day threw
shells into Knoxville from a battery posted on the Tazewell road, about a
mile and a half from our main line. On the 20th the enemy's offensive lines
began to appear, his right approaching the liver near Armstrong's house
just west of Third Creek. From there he extended toward the left across
the valley and along the ridge beyond on a line nearly concentric with ours.
The earth-works on each side seemed to grow like magic, but we were
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apparently doing more digging than they. Indeed, they never constructed
any works of consequence east of the Jacksboro' road.

A large brick house, with two log barns, stood within the enemy's skirmish
line in front of Fort Sanders, and served as cover for troublesome sha~
shooters. Why these buildings were not destroyed by us as we fell back I
do not know, but it soon became evident that it must be done now, and the
17th Michigan Infantrywas detailed for the purpose. At 9 P. M. the regi
ment, passing to the rear and left of Fort Sanders, advanced to our skirmish
line, where they halted
a few moments to ad~

just the line, and again
moved forward. The
enemy soon discovered
the movement and
opened fire, whereup
on our men charged
at a run, and quickly
gained possession of
the buildings; a baking
pan full of warm bis
cuits in the house indi
cating thecompleteness
of the surprise. A party
of five volunteers un
der charge of Major
F. W. Swift had been "." 0 .

formed to set fire to :as - - - l&oo

the buildings. These were effectually fired, and our men were half-way on
their return to our lines before the light of the burning buildings revealed
the party to the enemy, who then opened a cannonade upon them.

The siege and defensive operations pl'ogressed in the usual manner until
the 22d, when we roceived information~ that the enemy was constructing a
raft at Boyd's Ferry, on the Holston, about six miles above Knoxville by the
course of the river, intending to set it adrift in the hope that it would reach
our pontoon-bridge and carry it away, thus breaking our communication
with the south side. About dark we began stretching an iron cable boom
across the river above the bridge, with a view to catching the raft. The
cable was about a thousand feet long, formed by linking together all the iron
bars we could get, and was borne by wooden floats. Under my personal
supervision the boom was completed by 9 o'clock next morning.

On the evening of the 23d the enemy advanced upon our skirmishers in
front of Fort Comstock and drove them back, but not until they had set fire
to all the buildings in the immediate vicinity. We regained the position next

~ John C. Phillips, of Chicago, captain and chief sage in a bottle sent down the river by a Union
of artillery daring the siege, writes to the editors woman living near the point where the r&ft was
that this information came in the form of a me&- being constructed.
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morning. Nearly due west from Fort Sanders the enemy had advanced his
line to within about 600 yards of the fort, and had thrown up a continuous
line of infantry trench, with its right resting on the railroad and extending
about 300 yards to the left. Early in the morning of the 24th a detail of
169 men of the 2d Michigan Infantry attacked and carried this work. Aftt-'r
they had held it for some time without reenforcements, the enemy made a
counter-attack in largely increased force, with lamentable results to us, our

men being driven back with a loss of
nearly half their number.

Strange as it may seem, this sortit>
was made without my knowledge,
and although I made considerable
effort afterward to ascertain who was
responsible for it, I never succeeded.
It would be difficult to conceive a
more ill-advised movement. It would
have been proper if we had intended
to bring on a general engagement,
in which case the sortie should have
been supported with our whole force.
lf such was not the intention, the
sortie should not have been madE'
at all. Carried out in the manner it
was, the affair was simply murderous.

BJUGADI&B~ENEKAI.WII.LIUI )', 8ANDERII, KILLED A.T This is strong language, but every
KNOXVILLE, FKOII A PHOTOGRAPH.

word of it is justified by the unnecE'8-
sary loss of about eighty-three of our very best men. The notes which I
made at the time show that if I could have found anyone to stand sponsor
for the order, my condemnation of it would have then been quite as decided
as now.

About the same time the enemy crossed the Holston below his lines and
unsuccessfully attacked our forces on the south side of the river. He E'stab
lished batteries of rifled guns on the heights nearly opposite the mouth of
Third Creek (never occupied by us), distant about 2300 yards from Fort
Sanders, rendering it necessary to defilade this work against them.

The reports of a destructive raft being renewed, another boom, 1500 feet
long, and made of long timbers fastened together at the ends by fifth chains
from the wagon trains, was stretched across the river above the first one.

Prior to our occupation of Knoxville, the enemy had begun the erection of
an earth-work, called by them Fort Loudon, on the site afterward occupied
by Fort Sanders. A second growth of pines, averaging about five inches in
diameter, thickly covered the hillside in front, and were cut down by them,
leaving stumps perhaps eighteen inches high. The necessity for using every
possible means of obstructing the approach over the sector without fire in
front of the north-western bastion of Fort Sanders, included in the area
covered by these stumps, was evident to every one, and became more

Digitized by GoogIe



THE DEFENSE OF KNOXVILLE. 74 1

pressing as the probability of an assault at this point grew more apparent.
At this time Mr. Hoxie, in charge of the railroad property at Knoxville,
informed me that he had a lot of old telegraph wire at the depot which he
thought might be of service to us as an obstruction. Its use as a net-work
entanglement, by carrying it from stump to stump over the sector without
fire referred to, was so obvious that no time was lost in putting it in place.
The part it played in causing the repulse was much overrated. Owing to its
rusty color, nearly that of the pine litter just under it, and the imperfect light
of the foggy morning, it doubtless did have some effect in breaking up the
coherency of the assaulting column, and may possibly have detained it long
enough to permit the defense to deliver a couple of rounds more, a: matter of
some consequence.

The wet, foggy, and generally disagreeable weather of the preceding days
still continued, when, at about 11 o'clock on the night of the 28th, our picket
lines in front of Fort Sunders were attacked with such spirit as to indicate
an important movement, and after sharp skirmishing for some length of time
were finally carried. This was, in fact, the prelude to an assault upon the
main work, and had for its immediate effect to put us on the alert and keep
us in readiness for the serious business which we knew was close at hand.

The enemy's arrangements for the assault provided that it be made in
two columns, from McLaws's division, directed against the north-west angle
of Fort Sanders, the one on the left to be composed of Wofford's brigade,
in column of regiments, with the 16th Georgia leading; while the other,
formed in like order, was to consist of Humphreys's brigade, led by the 13th
Mississippi, a~d closely followed by three regiments of Bryan's brigade.
The attack was to be made with fixed bayonets, without cheering or firing
a shot, and the men were to be urged to rush forward with a determination
to succeed. The sharp-shooters were to keep up a continuous fire into
the embrasures of the fort and along the adjacent works, to prevent the
use of artillery against the assaulting force and to disturb the fire of all
arms. Anderson's brigade, following the main attack, was to carry the
works about a hundred yards to the left, and, in case the assault on Fort
Sanders should prove successful, was then to whMl to the left, and, fol
lowed by Benning's and Jenkins's brigades, sweep down our lines to the
eastward. But if the main attack should fail, Anderson was to wheel to
the right and endeavor to carry Fort Sanders from the rear. Kershaw's
brigade was to advance to the assault of the works on the right of the
fort as soon as it had fallen. The unassigned brigades of McLaws's and
Jenkins's divisions, together with the bri~ades of Bushrod Johnson and
Gracie, were to be held in readiness to follow up any success. Thus the
plan of assault had been well studied, carefully elaborated, and clearly
formulated. The preparations for resisting it were the wire entanglements
already described, a slight abatis, the strong profile of Fort Sanders, and
the arrangements for both a direct and a cross fire in front of the salient not
only from the garrison of the fort itself, but also from the troops occupying
the adjacent intrenchments.
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Fort Sanders was laid out in strict
accordance with the rules for con-

~~.~ -.,. structing bastioned earth-works, but
upon shorter exterior lines than were
desirable. It was built upon an ir
regular quadrilateral of which the
western side was 95 yards, the north
ern 125 yards, the eastern 85 yards,
and the southern 125 yards; the
north-western bastion being traced in
the right angle between the first two
sides. The western front was com
pleted, and the two adjoining ones had

THE NORTH-WESTERS RASTION OF FORT SANllEB8, b . d f h· h
VIEW&D FHOM THE 8OOTH-WE8TEBN BASTION. een carne a1" enoug to gIve us t e

FROX A PHOTOGRAPH. advantoge of their flanking arrange-
ments. The eastern front had been intentionally left open. Provision had
been made by pan-coupes for an artillery fire along the capitals of the two com
pleted bastions, and a 12-pounder gun had been placed in the one attaeked. The
trace of the interior crest was so located on the slopes of the hill that when a
parade of about forty feet in width had been formed, the undisturbed ground
behind it served some of the minor purposes of a traverse. The ditch was
made twelve feet wide at the bastion faces, and from six to eight feet in depth,
depending upon the accidents of the ground, the average being about seven
feet. The result of this location of the interior crest and depth of ditch, was
an unusually high relief to the work, especially at the north-western bastion.
The scarps were practically vertical, and the berme at the foot of the exterior
slope was cut away. The counterscarps were continued until they inter
sected, and all the material between them and the curtain excavated to the
general level of the bottom of the ditch, thus obviating all dead angle.s. A
banquette was formed in the counterscarp at the north-western salient, of
sufficient extent for the location of about forty men, whose fire could be
delivered in the direction of the capital. In addition to the ordinary flank
fire, three 12-pounders were so located in notches in the immediate east
ward extension of the northern front as to admit of theirfiriug into the left
flank of the assaulting column; and a fire, more or less efficient, could be
delivered over the same ground from our intrenchments as far eastward
as Battery Zoellner. A similar fire into their front and right flank was
obtained from our lines to the southward of Fort Sanders as far as Battery
Noble.

The garrison of Fort Sanders at the time of the assault, usually estimated
at about 500 men, consisted of Benjamin's and Buckley's batteries and one sec
tion of Roemer's (four 20-pounder Parrotts, six 12-pounder Napoleons, and two
3-inch rifled guns), and an infantry force made up of some 120 men of the
79th New York, 75 men of the 29th Massachusetts, 60 men of the 2d Michi
gan, and 80 men of the 20th Michigan. About forty men of the 2d Michigan,
under command of Captain Charles H. Hodskin, occupied the banquette
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in the oountersearp salient as long as the position was tenable, and then ran
through the ditch to the southward j they entered the fort around the south
eastern angle as they had been instructed to do, and took further part in the
defE"nse.

The number actually within the fort at the moment of the supreme struggle
and repulse probably did not exceed 440 men. The discrepancy arises from
the different ways of reckoning the limits of the fort, due to the open eastern
front. The smaller estimate includes only the troops that were within the
bastioned trace. Yat some very effective work was done against the assault
ing column by the fire coming from the intrenchments beyond the original
Fort Sanders, and it has always seemed to me only fair that troops deliver
ing this fire should be counted in estimating the strength of the garrison, in
which case the total would be increased to more than three times the number
given.

About 6 A. M. on Sunday, November 29th, the enemy opened a heavy artil
lery fire upon Fort Sanders, to which no reply was made, because our limited
supply of ammunition made it necessary to reserve it for use at a more crit
ical moment. The fire continued for about twenty minutes and then slack
ened, whereupon the columns moved to the assault, and were at once met by
all the fire that could be concentrated upon them from our lines. Encounter
ing the wire entanglements, their organization was somewhat disturbed, but
the movement was not seriously checked thereby, nor did the slight abatis
retard it. Although suffering from the terribly destructive fire to which they
were subjected, they soon reached the outer brink of the ditch. There could
be no pause at that point, and, leaping into the ditch in such numbers as nearly
to fill it, they endeavored to scale the walls. Having no scaling-ladders, a por
tion of the men, scrambling over the shoulders of their comrades, planted the
battle-flags of the 13th and 17th Mississippi and the 16th Georgia upon the
parapet, but every man who rallied to them was either killed or captured, and
the flags were taken.

Meanwhile those who remained in the ditch found themselves under a
deadly flank fire of musketry and canister, supplemented by shells thrown
as hand-grenades from inside the fort, without the slightest possibility of
returning a blow. Advance and retreat were about equally difficult, and
it needed but a very short exposure to convince them that if any were to
leave the ditch alive it could only be by the promptest surrender. Those
who were able to walk were brought through the ditch to the south-eastern
angle and there entered our lines 8·S prisoners. Such of the assaulting
forces as had not entered the ditch fell back, at first sullenly and slowly,
but flesh and blood could not stand the storm of shot and shell that was
poured upon them, and they soon broke in confusod retreat.

The assault had been ~aIl811tly made, but was repulsed in little more time
than is reqllired to describe it. When the result became apparent Longstreet
directed thfl withdrawal of the supportiug brigade, but the order did not
reach Anderson in time to prevent his troops from pushing on as though the
assault had been successful. They swerved, however, somewhat to their left,



744 THE DEFENSE OF KNOXVLLE.

BRIG4DIBR-GJUIBRAL B•• P. ALBXAlID£Jl, C. II. .L
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.

and attacked a short diE'tance to the eastward of the designated point., only
to meet with as decided, though not so bloody, a repulse.

The assaulting columns were rallied under partial cover some five or six
hundred yards from Fort Sanders and there reorganized, but no further
open attempt to carry our lines was made.

Many reasons have been assigned for the failure of this assault, and there is
some difference of opinion in regard to the matter. Some of those opposed
to us, of unquestioned ability and fairness, have attributed it to the warn
ing given us by taking our picket line the night before, the insufficient use
of their artillery, and the improper direction taken by two of the columns,

resulting in their intermingling
and consequent confusion. The
opinion has been confidently
expressed that a subsequent as
sault would have been success
ful. All this assumes, first, that
we were not already vigilant and
waiting for the attack; second,
that a heavy and continued ar
tillery fire would have greatly
damaged and demoralized us;
third, that the confusion arising
from the convergence of the
advancing columns would not
have occurred again; fourth,
that the works were" very faulty
in plan and very easy to take by
a properly managed assault";
and last, but not least, that the
troops of the enemy were better
than ours. The first of these
assumptions is erroneous; the
second greatly exaggerated; the

third might have been verified, but again might not; the fourth is correct
only within the limits and to the extent already explained; and the last has
no evidence to sustain it.

No one is more ready and willing than the writer to admit the excellence
of the troops that fought us at Knoxville. They had few equals, and I
believe no superiors. But in making this admission I do not abate one par
ticle of my confidence in the valor and persistency of those who opposed
them. They possessed those qualities in as high degree as General Long
street's men or any others, and the succession of events had only served to
improve their morale. It may fairly be doubted whether any disaster to our
arms was imminent.

Again, the repulse may have been due to the existence of fewer faults in the
works than supposed; to the measures adopted by us to remedy the faults
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which did exist; ~ to tho passive obstacles of wire entanglements, depth of
ditch and unusual relief of the parapet; to the enemy's error in deciding it to
be unnecessary to provide scaling-ladders for the storming party j and, finally
and emphatically, to a sufficient garrison of the coolest, bravest, and most
determined men. Each of these reasons seems to me to have contributed its:
share to the result, and some of them were surely of much graver moment
than any of those assigned by the other side.

The successful resistance of the 29th did not lead to any remission of labor
on our defenses. Work was continued by the troops with the energy that had
characterized their efforts thus far, but the enemy gave little indication of
a. purpose to do anything further upon their works of attack. On the 1st of
Deeember large trains belonging to the enemy were seen moving to the east
ward, and again on the 3d and 4th and on the night of the 4th his troops were
withdrawn and the siege was raised. We had not yet heard the result of
General Grant's operations at Chattanooga.

The signal defeat of Bragg at Missionary Ridge and the happy conclusion
of the siege of Knoxville confirmed our hold upon the direct line of com
munication between the enemy's forces east and west and achieved the per
manent relief of the friends of our cause in east Tennessee.

The conduct of the men who stood in the trenches at Knoxville cannot be
overpraised. Half starved, with clothing tattered and torn, they endured with
out a murmur every form of hardship and exposure that falls to the lot of the
soldier. The question with them was not whether they could withstand the
assaults of the enemy, but simply whether sufficient food could be obtained
to enable thom to keep their places in the line. That they were not reduced
to the last extremity in this regard is due to the supplies sent in by the loy
alists of the French Broad settlements, who took advantage of Longstreet's
inability to invest the place completely, and under cover of the night-fogs
1I0ated down to us such food and forage as they could collect.

} "On the morning of December 6th I rode they were nearly impregnable. We examined the
from Marysville into Knoxville, and met General redoubt named 'Sanders,' where on the Sunday
Bnrnsiue. • . • We examined his lines of forti- previous thret' brigades of the enemy had &8

:flcations, which were a wonderful production for saulted and met a. bloody repdse."- Extraet from
the short time allowed in their selection of lt1'Ound General Sherman's official report of December
and construction of work. It seemed to me that 19th, 1863.
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BY B. PORTER ALBXANDBR, BRIGADIER-GENERAL, C. 8. A.

All"l'BR the return of the Army of Northern Vir
..L1.. ginia from Gettysburll, it took position south
of the Rapidan River, in the vicinity of Orange
Courl House, to recuperate from the losses and
fatigue of the campaign. We settled ourselves in
comfortable camps among the wooded hillB, en
joyed better rations than we ever got &j{ain,
gradually collected hOrBes, recruits, conscripts,
and returning I!ick and wounded, and altogetht'r
we felt about &8 well satisfied with the situation
aDd prospect &8 we had ever done before. The
enjoyment of our pleasant camps and still pIeu-
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anter rt'st was suddenly broken, on September
9th, by orders for Hood's and McLaws's divisions
of Longstreet's corps, about 11,000 strong, with
my battalion of artillery, 23 guns, to go under the
peraonal command of General Longstreet to relln
force Bragg in Georgia.

Itwasclt'arthat our now, however, adversary, the
Army of the Potomae, could not resume the offen
sive for !lome months, and there would be ample
time to send thill force out to enable BraRg to
Cl'ush Rosecrans, and bring it back to Virginia b&
fore it would be needed there. It W&8 the only
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occ&Bion during the war, I believe, when the Con
federate8 availed them8elve8 of the po8se88ion of
the interior and 8horter lines, and transferred a
force of any magnitude rapidly from the eutern
to the we8tern army to meet an emergency, and
then to return.

The orders Wl're received September 9th, and the
troops were put in motion immediately for Peters
burg, wheuce we were to have railroad transporta
tion to the vicinityof Chattanooga via Wilmington,
N. C., and Augu8ta and Atlanta, Ga. This line at
the time wu the only one open from Virginia to
Georgia, the East Tennessee line, the only other
then exi8ting, being held by the enemy at Knox
ville. Cou8equently it was taxed with the entire
busine88 of the Confl'deracy between th08e States,
and that it managed to do it at all has always
seemed to me a feat in railroad management
de8erving grpat prai8e. The road8 had had but a
small bll8ines8 before the war, and their equipment
and motive power were light even for those day8.
The gauge8 were not uniform, and often the tracks
of connecting roads were joined through the cities
only by lincs of dray8, and there was no interchange
of care. There was no manufactory of locomotives
in the Bouth, and but one 8mall rolling-mill, at
Atlanta, that could make a rail. Yet, in spite of
all these drawbacks and the enormOU8 busines8
BUddenly thrown upon them, and frequent raids by
the enemy, de8troying bridge8, tearing up tracks,
burning tie8, and bending and twi8ting rai18, the
railroads always came up again BJDiling, and 8tuck
to the conte8t as faithfully as did the army.

My battalion brought up the rear, leaving Peters
burg September 17th, and arriving at Ringgold,
the railroad terminus near Chickamauga, on the
25th. Our artillery was distributed about our
line8, the station of my own battalion being on
Lookont Mountain, whence we threw 8hells over
the enemy's territory, and fought daily with a
vicioDB little battery in Moccasin Bend, almost
directly nnder us. Thi8 battery had nearly.buried
itself in the ground under high parapets, and fired
up at DB like a man 8hooting at a squirrel in a tree.
We propped our trail8 high up in the air to depreBB
the muzzles, and tried to mash our opponents into
the earth with solid 8hot and percuBBion-shell8j
but we never hurt them much, and when we left
the mountain they were still a8 lively a8 ever.

It was at la8t deci,led by General Bragg not to
attempt to manrenvre R08ecran8 out of Chatta.
nooga, but to detach I.ongstreet and send him up
to try to capture Bllrnl!ide, who was at Knoxville
with a force of about 12,000 effective men. On
the night of November 4th we withdrew from
Lookout Mountain, and the next day marched to
Tyner's Station, whence, with Longstreet's two
divisions of infantry, Hood's (under Jenkins) and
McLaws'8, about 10,000 infantry, I we were to be
taken by rail as far as Sweetwater. The infantry

I On p. 709 General Grant speaks of B~g's ~Vt"
mistakes In the Chattanooga campaljpl, .. lint, In !lend
Ing away his ableet oorps oommander. with over ~,OllO

troops; second, In sendlnll' away a ellviRion of troOT'S
on the eve of battle."' The force originally sent with
Longstreet Included, bMldee Hood and VcLaws, IIOOlI

were sent in advance, and the railroad was 110 taxed
to do this that we were detained at Tyner's until
the 10th, and meanwhile nearly starved, as ratioDB
had been provided for only half that time.

At length, about noon on the 10th, a train of
fiat ears came for us and the guns and men were
loaded, the horses being sent afoot. It was a eold
and windy night, and we su1fered a great deal on
the open cars. There was a very insufficient water
and wood supply on the road, and the troops had
to bail water and chop up fence rails for the en
gine. The journl'y of only sixty miles occupied
the whole afternoon and night. On the 13th we
moved from Sweetwater with the infantry and a
poutoon-train, and our artillery was reenforeed.
by Leyden's battalion of 12 guns, giving us in all
35. Owing to the scarcity of horses we were com
pelled to use oxen to haul the caissoDll.

We encamped near Sweetwater for two days,
while secret reconnoill8&nces were made of the
enemy's position &CrOBB the Tennell88e River at
Loudon, and commissary, quartermaster, and ord
nance trains were organized and equipped. On
the 13th, Friday, we marched to Huft's Ferry,
about two miles by land below Loudon, which
point had been selected for our crossing. Every
thing was kept out of sight of the enemy, and soon
after dark some pontoons were carried by hand to
the river, a half mile below the ferry, and a party of
infantry ferried over, to try to BUrround and cap
ture the Federal picket whieb was posted on their
side. Thi8 part of the programme, however, failed,
from the vigilance of the Federal sentries. They
all escaped, and probably carried the neWII to Burn
side that we were croBBing in foree, for early next
morning a strongreconnoisllanee was pushedonUII
by the enemy as the last of our troops were craBB

ing the pontoon which had been constructed dur
ing the night. We drove it back, and organizing
a strong advanee-guard under Lieutenant-Colonel
(afterward General) T. M. Logan, of Hampton's
Legion, with Parker's battery of my battalion, we
pushed forward vigorously in the effort to bring
Burnside to bay and defeat him before he could
get back and concentrete behind the fortifications
about Knoxville. This he had set out to do as
soon as he appreciatPd the situation, sending his
trains ahead and covering them with his whole
force. For three days there ensued a sort of run
ning skirmi8h covering the whole distance to
Knoxville, about thirty miles. It was not rapid
progre88, but the days were short, the roads axle
deep in mud, and a strong rear-guard of the enemy
8kirmished with us for every hill and wood and
8tream on the road. Twice - at Lenoir's the first
afternoon, the 15th, and at Campbell's Station the
next-we seemed to have brought him to bay, and
behind our advance-guard our whole force was
brought up and formed for attack. But the ap
proach of night prevented an action on both occa.-

of Wheeler's ('.avalry, and these commands were all
engaged In the Knoxville ('ampailtD. On the DI of
November, two hrll\'lldee of Buclmer's division (Gracle's
and Busbrod Johnson'sl were sent from Chattanoop
and reached Knoxville by the28tb, hutwere not aettveq
en~-EDrroll&
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THE NORTU-WEllTERN BASTION 01' "ORT SAImEB8, SHOWING THE GROUND OVER WHICH THE
CONFIWER.lTB8 CHARGED. FROlll A PHOTOGR.lPH.

sions, though on the latter we got in a sharp and
Pl'etty artillery duel over some niee open ground
UDusually favorable for it, duriug which one of
our guns, a 20-pounder Parrott, exploded, but for
tunately without killing any ont'. Here we found
out that we had opposite to us au old friend,
Benjamin's battery of 20-pounder Parrotts, whieh
had been our vis-A-vis at Fredericksburg, where it
had ponnded us from" Mary Scott's Hill."

The night of the third day, the 17th, Burnside
was safe in Knoxville, and we encamped at Ha
zen's. a short distance olIo The next day we began
reconnoitering for the best place to assault.

A Federal cavalry brigade, under General W. P.
Sanders, held a line of rail breastworks on a hill
near the Armstrong house, and interfered seriously
with our freedom of motion. Our skirmishers hav
ing vainly tried to move them, and artillery ammu
nition being too scarce for much of a cannonade
on a minor point, we got up two of Taylor's
Napoleons, so they could not be seen, behind a
hoW16 which stood about 250 yards from the
enemy's line, and asked for two regiments of infan
try to charge it as soon as we made an impression.
All being ready, the guns were run out from
behind the honse and opened vigorously with solid
shot, being helped also by Moody's 24-pounder
howitzers with shrapnel, a short distance to the
left. At the close range Taylor made the rails fly
at every shot, and the enemy began to desert them

<t Thls action was very sharp for Q small affair and was
weU fought on both sides. When our Infantry Hne halted
and Jay down, Captain B. Winthrop, of my sta1l', gaUoped
up to and through them 88 they rose,snd right UI' to the
bre&lltworks. A dozen mUflkctB could be seen blazing
at him. and he feU forward on his horse's neck wtt.h a
bullet through tbe collar-bone. He had been a captain
tu Her M~eety's 24th regiment, snd came to the Con·
tederaey·to get a taate of active service, and on other

rapidly and run back over the hill. Then the 2d
and 3d South Carolina regiments of Kershaw's
brigade rose from their cover and dashed at them.
Sanders and his officers rallied their men gallantly
and brought most of them back to the line, and
poured a heavy fire upon the Carolinians. The
latter Mvanced rapidly without returning it until
they reaehed two cedar-trees within thil'ty yards
of the enemy, when they halted, lay down, and
opened fire. This was from a misapprehension of
their orders, which were not to go farther forward
than the enemy's line near the eedar-trees. In
three minutes, however, the mistake was appre
ciated, and, rising with a yell, they dashed upon
and carried the rail breastwork, killing and cap
turing quite a number of the enemy. ~

On the 19th, the enemy being now pretty closely
eonfined to the town, we began preparations to
assault him. It was first neeessary to study his
lines and find the most favorable point.

The town had been partly fortified a year before
by the Confederates, and the topography being
generally favorable to defense, it was not easy to
tind a weak spot, ellpecially as we were all unfa
miliar with the locality, and without even maps of
the city.

It soon appeared that there was but one point
of the lines which it was possible to assault with
any hope of suceess. That was a fort whieh had
been started by the Confederates uuder the name

oocl\8lons than this al80 tully sustained the re):utatlon
of Britlsb pluck.

Tbe Federal genera!, Banders, was mortally wounded
In thts 8k1rmlsh. He was fmm MI88lse1ppl, and I believe
W88 a distant relative "r President Davis. We had been
Intimate at West Point, aod had met In Ban Frauclsco
10 1861, as I Willi about resigning to cast my fortuues
with my native Btate. We parted with uo antlclpatlous
of such a meetIDg,- E. P. A,
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of Fort Loudou, and bad been finished by the Fed
erals and by them called Fort Sanders. It WIUI

upon a hill that fell off to the north-west, 80 that a .
large force could be marched under cover and
approach within two hundred yard8 of the fort
without being exposed to view or to fire either
from the fort or the adjacent line8 on either 8ide,
which here made au obtu8e angle. [See p. 730.]

All of our artillery, thirty-four gun8, WIUI p08ted
in the m08t availablo p08ition8 to fire upon thi8 fort
and enfilade the adjacent line8, except four how
itzers, which were rigged a8 mortars to drop 8hell8
behind the parapet8 and to 8earch out 8pace8 shel
tered from direct fire. To accomplish this, 8kid8
were prepared inclined at an angle of forty-five
degrees, one end re8ting on the ground and the
other ou a horizoutal pole 8upported about six
feet from the ground by forked posts. The axle
of the howitzer was run up on the8e 8kids, raising
the wheel8 in the air on each side of the 8kids, and
leaving the trail on the ground betwl'en them, until
the piece had an elevalion of about 8ixty degree8.
I had experimented with the arrangement in Vir
ginia. and also at Chattanooga, and found it to work
nicely and to give very fair mortar practice. Of
course the range was regulated by the charge of
powder used. We al80 rigged up an old fiat-boat
and made a ferry with 80me telegrapli wire, by
which we carried Parker'8 rifle-gun8 to the 80uth
8ide of the river and e8tabli8hed a battery on a
commanding hill, from whioh we could enfilade the
we8temfront of the fort at a range of 2600 yard8.
All of our guUB were protectod by earth-works.

The8e arrangements occupied U8 cl08ely until
Tuesday, the 24th. The attack was ordered to
begin at 8unri8e on the 25th, and was to be made
a8 follow8: Fir8t, the mortars were to open and
jt6t the range by 810w and deliberate practice.
Next, the direct-fire guns were to do the same.
Next, a 8trong line of 8harp-shooters was to cap
ture and occupy the enemY'8 line of rille-pits in
which their piokets we'l'e posted, and from these
pits, an nverage di8tance of 200 yard8, maintain
a eoncentrated fire upon the parapet and embra
8ure8 of the fort. Next, all thirty of the guns and
mortars were to pour a rapid fire into the fort for
about a half hour, to dismount its gun8 and demor
alize its garri80n, and under cover of this fire and
the 8harp-shooters the 8torming column, previoUBly
mused under llhelter, WitS to advance. As it ap
proached, the guns would shift their fire to the
right and left, and the mortars would re8ume their
natural function8 a8 howitzers and limber up and
follow the storming colnmn.

Ou the nil{ht of the 24th we learned that BUBh
rod John80n's and Gracie's brigade"" about 2600
men, were on their way to reenforce UB, and would
arrive the next night. The attack was accordingly
postponed to await their arrival With them came
General LeadbeUer, chief engineer to Bragg, who
han been stationed at Knoxville and wall familiar
with it!! tortifil'l\tion8. Unnprhill advice Longstreet
altain postponed the attBl'k, and the next day went
in peJ'lllon with him to look at the enemy's Iine8
above the town, with a view to makin~ the attack
there. On their return Thursday night I W&II or-

dered to withdraw our guns from the BOuth Bide of
the river, as it was intended to move up above the
town and make the a8sault on Mabry's Hill.

On Friday 1 accompanied General8 Longstreet,
Leadbetter, and others ou a careful reconnoib8BnC6
of this locality with a force of cavalry uudt'r Gen
eral Wheeler, who drove in the enemy's pickets.
This reconnoissance convinced every one that an
attack iu that quarter was imp08sihle. 'fbI.' hill
was strongly fortified, the approaches inundated,
and there was no cover within a mile for the for
mation and advance of an assaulting column. It
WIUI unanimou81y deeided to go back to the plan
of assaulting Fort Banders, and I was ordered to
get tbe gun8 back upon tha hills across tb~ river
early Saturday morning. Thi8 W&ll done, but the
day turned out rainy and the _ult W&II again
postponed until Sunday, the 28th. So General
Leadbetter's advent cost U8 three as valuable day.
a8 the sun ever shono upon. Meanwhile a rumor
reached us that Bragg had had a severe battle at
Chattanooga, and had been defeated and driven
back to Dalt-on.

Late on Saturday afternoon General Longstreet
suddenly changed the plan of attack (1 believe
under advice of General Leadbetter) and ordered
that instead of beginning at sunri~e, and being
preceded by a crushing fire of artillery concen
trated on the fort and covered by an enveloping
swarm of shlU'p-8hooters, a surprise should be at
tempted just before dawn by the infantry alone.
This was a bitter disappointmeut to the art.illery,
after so many days spent in preparation. We be
lieve that ir. daylight, with our aid, the result would
have been diffprent.

About 11 o'clock that night our infantry skir
mishers were ordered to move forward and eaplure
the enemy's pickets, which wu 8uccessfully ac
complished with a little firing, and our sharp
shooters established themselvt's in the enemy's line
of rifle-pits within 160 yard8 of the fort. But it put
the enemy on the alert, and during the re8t of the
night they fired occasional rounds of canister over
Ollr ground. The troops were brought up as soon u
the rifle-pit8 were taken and formed in the sheltf'M
ground in the rear. Th08e asmgned to the storming
of the fort were Humphreys's MissisPippi brigade,
and Bryan's and Wofford's Georgia brigadl'll (the
latter under Colonel Ru1f), all of McLaws'a divi
sion. Anderson's GeOl'llia brigade, of Jf'Dlrlna's
diviBion, was to support their left flank. The bri
gades averaged about one thou8llnd men each.

The night was wretched, the tempersture frees
ing, and a fine mi8t falling. The trooP8 lny upon
their arms without fires and snffered greatly.

At the earliest indication of dawn three Jlignal
guns were fired in rnpid "ucce~fion from ditft'rent
batteries. Their 8hella were viPible like meteors in
the air and they t'xploded over the fort. Inlltontly
the recumbent rank8 of gray sprsng to tht'ir f('t't
and formed for a eha1'lf6, not !.'O famous in history
as Pickett's charge at Gettysbu~, and not BO in
spiritinp: a Bip;ht to see, for only the ftuhes of gnns
were visible in the dim li~ht, but a ehorgt' that
iIlustratpd 08 well as Pickett's or any other f'Tt'I'
made those splendid qualities of Longstref't'a in-
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fantry which made them at once an admiration
and 110 delight to their comrades in the artillery.

For a rew minutes about a dozen guns poured a
hot fire into the angle of tho lines back of the fort,
and thE' suooells with which they threw their shells
about it, even in the dim light, made it all t.he
harder to bear that the plan of attack had been
obanged and the artillery was not allowed to try
it.8 full strength. Then we oeased firing to leave
a clear fiE'ld for the stol'ming eolumn, except 11 few
shota from a battery that oould reacb the ground
in rear of the fort.

Meanwhile the lUlBaulting eolumn formed, ad
vsneed to the line of riHe.pits, and then swarmed
over thl'm and rushed for the fort. Almost im
mediately they found themselves in
an entanglement of t~legraph wires
etretchE'd a few inches above the
ground and fastE'ned to stumps and
stakes. This, however, was quiekly
broken up, and the men pressed for
wal'd rapidly to tbe ditch around the
fort, l'eceiving a severe musketry fire
from its parapet and two or three
disebargl's of canister from guns
which were able to reach a part of
the ground traversed. It was impos
sible, however, to maintain ranks in
this rapid advance, in darkness, ovcr
unknown ground with such obstacles,
aud nnder so close a fire. It resulted
that the thrl'e brigades oonv€lrged in
a mass and without ol'der around the
nortb-west bastion. It was here that
the ditch was supposed to be easily
p_ble.

On the western faile, indeed, it
provPd to be only about four-and-a-
ball feet deep, and ol'dinarily a diteh
of that depth would not be n serious obstacle.
But that morning the ground was frozen and very
slippery, and, in addition, Coloncl O. M. Poe,
General Burnside's ohief engineer, antieipating an
assault, had made a very important variation in
the ordinary profile of the ditch and parapet.
Ordinarily there is left a "'pace of about a foot be
tween the edge of the dit-eh and the foot of the
parapet, which space is elllled the "berme." [Bee
cut, p. 750.]

It will be readily seen that to a man attempting
to scale the parapet the berme is a great assist
ance, giving a foothold whence it is easy to rush
up the erterior slope, which cannot be made steeper
than forty-five degrees. Here the berme had beon
entirely cut away. To the right and left of the
western face of the bastion the ditch ~ew deeper
until it reached ten feet in place!!, and the parapet
was raised in places by cotton balE'S. The advance
was, of cour-e, checke(l by thE' ditch. and tho men
generally swarmed along the edge, uncE'rtIlin what

• Colonel 8. Z. Ruft'. 18th Geor,"ll. cODlmandlDg Wof·
!Onl'8 brlj(Dde; ColoDel H. P. Tb01naM. 0' tlle 16th
Gpor!dll; ODd Colonel Kennon M~F1my. 13th MIllRle
tJlJlpl. were limed. and Lleutenllnt-Colonel FIller, 17th
MlllRllIIIlpJlI. 1000t an lll'Dl upon the pnrapet. Ad,lutant
T. W. Cumming, of the tilth Georgia, penetrated the

to do, and firing into the embrasure8 and at snch
of the enemy a8 ventured t<l show their heads ot'er
the parapet. Thi8 soon silenced the direet fire
upon them from the parapet, except an occasional
musket raised overhead to the level of the interior
crest and fired without aim. The fort was IlO

nearly Eilenced that looking on from the guns we
thought it had 8urrenderE'd, though some fire con
tinued to come from the left.

Meanwhile many of the officers, color-bearers,
and men jumped into the ditch and attempted to
8cale the parapet. The slippery slopes and the
absence of a berme prevented their suecesll in 8uch
numbers as to nccomplillh any re8ult, and the gal
lant fellows going up one by one were shot down

FoaT STANLEY. lUlOXVlLLB. FaOJl A PHOTOGRAPH.

from the inside as fast all they crowned the para
pet. Nowhere in the war was individual example
more splendidly illustrated than on that fatal slope
and in that bloody ditch.

Bome of the battle-llags were planted on the ex
terior crest and maintained there for some time by
a 8uccession of color-bf<arers. ~ For lully twenty
minutes the men 8tood around the ditch unable to
get at their adversarie8, but unwilling to retreat.
Lieu~nant Benjamin, commanding the artmer,
within the fort, made hand-Itnmades of his shell8
and exploded 8everal within the ditch. Long
8treet, seeing the 1lalIh of their explosion8, and
thinking them to be our own shells falling 8hort,
ordered the ces8ation of the slight artillery fire
which we had continued to throw on the fianks aud
beyond the fort. [Bee note, p. 744.] At la8t, day
lijrht having 8ucceeded dawn, and furthE'r effort
being plainly hopeless, the men sulkily withdrew.
A8 t.he main force fell bar.k Anderson's brigade
of Jenkins'8 division, which was to take up the

10rt tbrollltb aD emhI'lUll1rE' and Wll8 ~aJltn"'it In~lde.

888ur1l1g bl8 ~.IIJltOrtl tbat t,hey wonld 811 h .. hl~ Jlrllloncrs
withIn B few mlDlltP8. lJeutel1llDt Ml1nlrpr. of the 9tb
Gpor!da. got Into anotber embl'1\lOUrfl, and. 1Indlnll: hlm
eel1 nlon... elll\.t1p,d "revolver at the gnJlDers and made
h1s escape.- E. P. A.
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attack upon the left of the assaulting column only
in case of its success, unwilling to see the assault
fail without trying it themselves, rushed forward
to the ditch. Longstreet endeavored to have them
stopped, but was too late. They repeated the scenes
of the first attaek, and after 10t1ing nearly two hun
dred men they likewise withdrew. The ranks were
re-formed, however, close behind the line of the

enemy's rifle-pits, which our sharp-shooters still
occupied. It had been a bloody repu18e, though
occupying but about forty minutes. ~

Soon after the repulse I heard, with great de
light, that Jenkins had asked and obtained per
miIlsion to make a fresh attempt, for I felt the
utmost confldence that a concentrated fire by day
lisht from our 34 guns and mortars, with 1000
sharp-shooters whom we could shelter within cl08e
range, could Bilence the fort entirely, enabling a
storming column to plant ladder8, fill the ditch
with fascines, and cut footholds in the scarp, so
that an overwhelming force might reach the in
terior. But before arrangements could be made
Longstreet received official intelligence of Bragg's
disaster and an order to abandon the siege of
Knoxville and to move promptly to join Bragg.
A renewal of the at.tack was, therefore, thought
inexpedient, and orders were at once given to
move all trains to the rear, in preparation for a
retreat southward that night.

Under cover of night it wall intended that we
should abandon the siege and get a good start on
our march to join Bragg, but before nightfall we
got news from Bragg himself that a large force
under Sherman was being moved to intercept us,
and that an early junction with him was impos
sible. Under these circumstances it was finally
decided to remain and threaten Knoxville as long
as possible, and draw Sherman off from the pursuit
of Bragg, and then to retreat northward into east
Tenne88ee. We remained before Knoxville until
the night of December 4th.

About noon the next day we encamped at Blain's
CrosB-roads, having made eighteen miles; that
was. I think, about the very worst night march I
ever went through. The roads were in fearful

lOur 1088e8 had been 129 Idlled, ~ wounded, and
2'J6 oaptnred,- total, S13. The enemy's 1088 lnalde the
fort WlWl, I believe, only abollt 20.- E. P. A.

\ Gral'le's brigade bad quite a sharp engagement here,
General Gracie being severely wounded, and Kershaw's
and Bushrod JohnllOn's brlgadel! and two ot my bat
teries were sliKhtly en/{aged: but darkness came on
betore we could get a snl'llclent torce Into position and
line, and nnder cover at It the enemy retreated. It had
been Intended to cut oW his retreat with a torce at cav
alry, but the plan mIscarried In BOrne way-as plans are
always liable to do. OUr 1088 was 290, more than halt ot

condition, and in the inky darlme88 and pouring
rain nt'ither men nor animalB could see. Fre
quently guns or wagons would be mired 80 that
the column behind would be blocked in the mud
until t'xtra teams and men at the wheels could
set the colnmn going for a few minutes. Strict
orders had been given that the men should not use
fence rails for fuel, but that night they wen.>
ignored, and milt's of fence were fired merely to
light up the road.

I recall some incidents illustrating how poorly
our al'my was provided with evt'n prime n_
ries, although we were in our own countl'y. 'Ye
were so ba.dly off for horse-shoes that on the ad
vance to Knoxville we stripped the shoes from all
the dead horses, and we killed for the purpose
all the wounded and broken-down animals, both
our own and those left behind by the ent'my.
During the siege the river brought down to us a
number of dead horses and mules, thrown in within
the town. We watched for them, took them out, and
got the shoes and nails from their feet. Our men
were nearly as badly off as the animals-perhaps
worse, as they did not have hoofs. I have myself
seen bloody stains on frozen ground, left by
the barefooted where our infantry had passed.
We of the artillery took the shoes off the drivers
and gave them to the cannoneers who had w
march.

Early in the advance Longstreet gave permi88ion
to the men to" swap" shoes with the prisoners
whenever any were taken, but each man was
strictly required to have something to .. swap,"
a.nd not leave the prisoner barefoot. It was qnit~

an amusing sight (to us) to see a ragged n.>bel with
his feet tied up in a sort of raw beef· hide mocca
sin, which the men learned to make, come up to a
squad of prisoners, inspect their leet, and select
the one he would" swap" with. Gt'nt'rally, how
ever, the prisoners took it all very good-humoredly,
guyed one another, and swapped jokes alBo with
the swappers. It looked a little rough, but, as one
of the victims said, "When a man is captured, his
shoes are captured too."

On Sunday the bth we marched fifteen miles
farther, to Rutledge; on the 8th seventeen mon.>,
to Mooresburg; and on the 9th nine more, in the
direction of Rogersville. Here we remained until
the 14th, when we marched back, hoping to be
able to surprise and capture a small force of the
enemy that had followed us to Bean'e Station and
had become separated from its eupport. \

We spent the winter between .RuBBeUville and
Greenville, living off the eountry,havingoceasional

it In Gracie's brigade. This virtually ended the lIl1;httn,r
of the campaign, In which our entire 1_ were 198
llllled,lIM wounded, ~~mlsll1ng,- total, 1296. Burnsides
IOBBeR were lI'J killed, 393 wounded, and 201 mlll8fng,
total, lm.- E. P.· A.

The Union toree at Bean's Station l'ons1Bted ot 4000
cavalry, under General Shackeltonl, wbo led the ad
vance ot a column commanded by Gf'neral Parke.
Parke, with the Intantry, was approaching, and 8t'Dt
a dh1.slon against Martlo's cavalry, preventing the
flank movement here referred to &8 having mtBtlar'
rled.- EDlTORS.
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expeditioDs, and alarms enough to destroy most of
the comfort of winter-quarters. '*

In the latter part of March we moved back to
Bristol, and in April General Lee sent for us to
rejoin him by rail. Reaching Gordonsville on the

* We had IIOme of Oul' foraging wagons captured and
wen Idlled by the "bDlhwhackers:' The latter were
IIUPpoeed to be guerrilla troopll In the Federal eervtce

22d of April, we were once more with the Army
of Northern Virginia, just twelve days before it
entered the Wilderness and began the death-grap
pie that was only to end, after eleven months of
daily fighting, at Appomattox.

reendted amonlf the people of that section wholle /lYDl
pathles were anu.('onfederate. They IIeldom fought, bnt
they cut ollsmall partlee and took no prilIOnere.-E. P•.A.

IU.OXY1u.& •• 1110. ,.. " .ATIJt-OOLOIt ...........

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT KNOXVILLE, TENN.
November 17th-December 4th, 1863.

For mucb of the luformatloD contained In this Uat and In atmllar Uata to follow. the editors are Indebted (In advance of ths
publlcaUon of the" Omclal Records ") to Brigadler.Generai Rlohard C. Drum, A~utant-Oeneralof the Army. K st8DdJI
fur ItWOld; w for wonnded; m w for mortally wounded; m for captured or JDIalIIng; c for captnred.

THE UNION ARMY.
ARMY OF THE OHIO-Ml\!or-General Ambrolle E. Burnside.

NINTH ARXY CORPS. Brlg.-Gen. Robert B. Potter. UNATTACHBD: E. 2d U. B. Art·y, L1eut. Bamuel N.
E_I: 4th Ind. cav. (I. OO'S), CoL Jamee Biddle. La88: Bell.lamln.

k, 1; w, 1; m, 1 = 3. TWENTY-THIRD ARMY CORPS, Brlg.-Gen.l\Jablon
PIUT DIVISION. Brllf.-Gen. Edward Ferrero. D. Man80n.

Pin' Brlgtuk, CoL David Morrison: 36th M_., Ml\!. OeMral Headquartff.: McLaughIJn's Ohio Squadron
WllliRlD F. Draper; 8tb Mlob., L1eut.-COl. Ralph Ely; Cav., Ml\!. Richard Rice; Eng. BattaIJon, Capt. O. 8.
10th N. Y., capt. WUIJam S. Montjfomery; '5th P&., McClure.
L1eut.-COl. Francis M. HUle. Brigade 1088: k, I.; W.19; SBCOND DIVISION, Brlg.-Gen. JuliUlI White, 8t8ft' 1088:
m,4=29. SUontl lJrigtuk, CoL Bell.lamln C. ChrIst: m.2.
29th !IIa8!I., Col. Ebenezer W. Peirce; 27th Mlcb., MI\I. 8uond BrIgade. Col. Marshall W. Chapin: 101th m.,
WIlUam B. Wright; '11th N. Y., Capt. Alphonll Berlerl; Lleut.-COl. Francis H. Lowry; 18th Ky., Col. William E.
IIOthPa.,~.EdwardOvertou,Jr.BrigadelO8ll: k,15; Hob80n; 23d M!t'h., 1IIl\!. WUlIam W. Wheeler; 11lth
w. 25; m. 2. = M. Third Brigtuk. Col. William Hum- Oblo, ~. Isaac B. Sberwood; m. Battery, Capt. Ed·
pbrey: 2d Mlch.,~. CornellUll B)'lngton (m w), Capt, ward C. Heushaw. Brigade 1088: w, IS; m, '=17.
Jobn C. Ruehl; 17th Mich•• L1eut.-COL Lorin L. Com- THIRD DIVl810N, Brlg.-Gen. 1111108. HlIllCall.
Iltock (k), Capt. Frederick W. Swift.; 20t.h Mich., Ml\I. Ft,.., Brigalh, Col. James W. Reilly: "tb Ohio, MI\I.
Byron M. Cutcheon; l00th Pa., Lleut.·CoI. Matthew M. AlpbeDl S. Moore; l00th Ohio, Col. Patrick B. Slevin;
Daw80n. Brigade 1088: k. 18; w, 102; m, loti =16tl. ArlU- 10Uh Oblo, Lieut.-Col. Oscar W. Starl; D,lstOhloArt'y,
In'//: lUtb N. Y.,capt. Jacob Roeml'r; D.lst R. I., Capt. L1eut. William H. Pl'llRe. Brlltllde 1088: k,2; w, 15: m,
Wllllam W. Buckley. ArUliery 1088: w.2. 7=2•• SUontl Brigtuk, Col. DanIel Cameron: 45tb m.,
IlECOND DIVl810N. Col. John F. Hartranft. Lieut.-CoL WIIIJam S. Stewart; 2'th Ky., CoL Jobu S.

Pir.f Brigade, Col. Joebua K. Blgtrled: 2d Md., Col. Hont; load Ohio, Capt. John T. Philpot; Ind. Battery,
Tbom.... B. Allard; 21st MII88.. Lleut.-col. Georl{c P. Capt. Hubbard T. Thomas. Brigade loss: k, 9; w, 97 ;
Hawkes; '8th Pa., ~. Joseph A. Gilmour. Brigade m,2=108.
10M: k. 5: w, 27; m, 82 =tl4o. 8uond BrIgade, Lleot.- JlR8ERVE ARTlLLERT, Capt. Andrew J. Konkle; 2'th
CoL Edwlu Behall: 85th MMS., M~I. Nathaniel Wail's; Ind., Capt. Joseph A. Sims; 19tb Ohio, Capt. Joseph C.
lltb N. H., capt. Leander W. Colf8well; 51st PL. MI\I. 8blelds.
William J. BoltoD. Brlpde loes: k. I.; w, 7; m, S= 140. ~ Brl(Jatk, CoL WWIam A. Hoskins: 12th
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ICy., .~• .I011eph X. Owenll: Mh Tenn., CoL P'ellx A.
Been. Tm~Brl(Jade, Col. Jobn 8. CuemenL

CAVALRY CORPS, BrIg.-Gen. Jamell X. Shac·kelford.
nllllr DIVI810Il, BrIg.-Gen. William P. 8ltnden ,10 11".

Col. P'mnk Wolford. 8tdlo... : 10 11'.1.
YrnI Brigade. Col. Frank Wolford. LienL-eoI. (111118

AdmDII : lilt ICy.. Lieut.-Col. 8l1OA1 AoLoroll: 11tb ICy.,
--: 12tb Ky., --; LaW'II Ho..-tt.zer BaUery.--.
Brt~ 10118: k. Ii: w, 9: 10.10=2'. 8utmd Brigade.
LleuL-eo1. Emery 8. Bond: K2th Dl. (mounted tnfllntry"
Ht\I. TrIJItrnm T. Dow: 8tb Mlell.• --: &lith Oblo
(mnnllU1l lufantrv). --; llitb Ind. Batter,·, --.
Brigudc lou: k. 21: w. G3: 10, 6& = 162. Tltirrl BritJade.

CoL ChArl"lI D. Peauebaker: 11th ICy.. CoL 8. Pa1:Iee
Love: 27th Ky•• Li"ut.-CoL Jobo H. WanI.. nrt,...de
10.... : k.4: 11'.12: 10.1=17.
IlKCOND DrVIl!J(JI(.

Fint BrifltJde. Co!. IuDeI Oarnu'll: 2d Ohio. Ut-at.
Col. Geol"ll" A. Parlngton; 7th 01110.--: 2111 1"ellO
l\ufantry), --. Brigade 10lIlI: 10, S. Total 1.:11100
10lIlI: killed 92. wOllUded 3M, captured or mIMIng.
207=693.

In WII oftlcial r.port GC'nl'l'll1 Bunudde uTII: U Our
force at tblll tilDe (eommene.etut'nt of the "ie,ceJ 10
ICnoxvllle w.... about 12,000 e"eMlve men, exc:1u&t,-e ot
the new recraltll of 10yll1 TcuueMee&DL"

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY.

IJent.-Gen. J amell Longlltreet. ~tafI' ION: W, L

••UW8·8 DIVl81Olf, H~.-Gen. LofayC'l;te McLawII.
Kenll4",.'. Bri.'lade, Brtg.-Gen. J_ph B, Ke",hnw: 2d

8. C., CoL Jobn D. Kennedy (WI, Llent.-eoL .... Galllanl:
8d 8. C. Col. Jame8 D. NWlCC: 7th 8. C.. Capt. E . .1.
Oogganll; 8tb R. C.• Col. J, W. Henngao, Capt. D. Mc
Intyre; 15th 8. C•• M~. William M, 0\8t (k •• Cupt. J. B.
D,wIH: 3d 8. C. BatlJLUon, Lleot...<JoL W. G. Rice. Brt·
lr'LdeloR8: k,19; 11',118; 10.3=133. Wolford'. BrigGlh.
Col. 8. Z. Rd lkl, Ltent.-eol. N. L. HutcWnR, Jr.: 16th
Ga.. Lleut.-eoL Henry P. Tbow.... (kl; 18t/;. Ga., Cnpt.
Joho A. Crawford; 2Ub Ga., C"pt. N. J. Dortch; Cobb'8
{0a.1 Legloo. :liIl\I. WIIUam D. Conyen: Phillillll (Ga.)
Legioo. M:U. JOIIeph Hamilton (w); 3d Oa. BattaUnn
8harp-tlhooten, L1ent.-Col. N. L. Hotchlns, Jr. Brigade
10IlA: 11:, 48; 11', 121; 10.81=2;0. Hump1r.rtII". BrllJade.
BrI/t.-GAD. Beujamln O. Homphreys: 13th HIll8.. CoL
Kennoo McElroy (11:), MlIJ. O. L. DooRld; 17th MI....
Llent.-Col. Joho C. Fl.aer (11'); 18th llIJ.... Col. ThomlUl
II. arlmn: 218t MI8a., CoL W. L. Braodon. Brt~e10lIlI:
lr,21: 11',108; 10,118=182. Br!Ian'. Br/,qade. Rrtg.-Gen.
Ooo,le Brvao: lOtb Oa.. Lient.-Col. WIII18 C. Holt; 50th
Ga.. ("All. P. McGlu.ahao; 518t Ga., Col. F. Ball: 88d Oa.,
Col. JaIDCIl P. 8I1ulD8(W). BrtRadelOllll:k.2'l': 11',121:
m,6&=212-
HOOD'8 DIVI.IO~. Hrtjt.-Gen. Hlcah Jenkln8.

Jen'rllU'. BrigGlh, CoL Joho Bratton: 18t B. C., Col. F.
W. Kilpatrick: 2d 8. C. RlfleA, Col. Thom.. Tbom80n;
Ith 8. C., CoL A. Coward; 8th 8. C. -- ; Hampton
(8. C.) Legion. Col. X. W. Gary; Palmetto (8. C.I 8harp
shootcn, Col. JOlleph Walker. Brt~c I()JIII: k, 22; W.
101; III, ~ = 138. Ihbe,.tII~n'. Bri'1ade, Rrtg.-Gen. Jerome
B. BobertAon: 8d ArIL, CoL Van H. Mllonlng: lat Tex.,
CoL A. T. BaIne,,; 'th Tex.. Col. J. C. O. Key: 5th Tex.,
Col. B. M. Powell BrtlflLde 10118: k.9; 11'.18: 10,6=88.
La",'. Bri.,ade. Brll\'.-Oen.E. McIver Law: 4th AllL..CoL
P. D, Rowlea: 15th Ala.. CoL W. C. OateR: "th Ala.•
Col. W. F. Perry; 47tb MIL., Cot M. J. Bulger: 48tb Ala..
Col• .lameR TAo 8hf'lmpld. Br!ll:ndll 10RR: k,15; w, 89; m.
8=92. Antler80n'. Br'i7Glh. Brtlf.-Clf'n. O. T. Anderson:
7th Gn., Cnl. W. W. White; 8th Gil., Col. .Tohn B. Towen:
etb Oa.. Col. Bel1.1amlo Beck; 11th Oa., Cnl. F. H. LlttI.... ;
IlItb 011..• Col. Jnck Brown. Brtll'Rdl't 10... : k, 38: W,IfIII;
m. 25..,. 247. &nul..".. BM7IJIfe, Brhl.-Geo. H"nry L.
Bennlnl\': 2d Ga.. Col. E. M. Bntt: l~th On... Col. D. M:.
Dn BOlle; 17th Oil., Col. WllMlev C. HMIfll8: 20th Oa.,
Col. J. D. Waddell Brtgade 1088: 11:, I; w. II = 8.

* JolDed November 28th-28tb.

AJlTILLKBT. Col. E. P. AloXILDder.
Lel/dD.·. BaItolwn. MlIJ. A. Leyden: Ga. Battery,

CapL Tyler llL PeeplCll; Ga. Battery. Capt. A. X. 'Woll
hiD; Oa. Battery, C8pL B. W. York. A~.:&IIr
l4tum, MlIJ. lo'rank Huger: La. Battery. Capt. G. V.
Hoody: Va. Battery,capt. W. W. F1ekUnll': Va. Battery.
Capt. Tyler C. Jonlaa: Va. Battery. Capt. Wl1IlDm W.
Parker; Va. Battf'ry. Capt. Ollmond B. Taylor: Va. Bat
ter>'. Capt. P1chlgrn Wooltolk. Jr. ArWlery 10fllI: k. 2 ;
11'.2=4.
BUCKNEB'8 DTV18101f.*Brtg.-Gen. Buabrod B. .Iob1ulon.

Oraek'. Brigeuk. Brtg.-Geo. Archibald Grac!l',.Jr. : 41st
Ala.• Ltent•.('oL T. O. Trtmmler: ad Ala.. CoL Y. 1IL
Moody: r9th Ala.. Lieut.-eoL J. D. McLeauan: ectb Ala..
Col. J. W. A. Bantord. Brtgade 10M: k. I: Y. 1=2.
Joh,LIIOfL'. lh-igade, CoL .lobo 8. Fulton: 17th ILIId 23d
Tenn., L1eut..('.oI. W. W. Floyd: 25th aud "th TeILD••
Llt'ut.-eol. J. L. MIIEwen. Jr.; £3d Teno., IbJ• .1. A.
Aiken. BrtjClLde 10M: k. 2: w. 19 = 21.
CAVALRY COBP8. HI\l.-Gen. JOIIeph Wheeler. ~

Gen. William T. Hartin.
Dlpukm commatlders: MlIJ.-Gen. Wffilam T. J(artfn.

Brtg.-Gen'1I F. C. Arm8trong ud Jolw T. J(01'RlUL
Brigade eotItmatider.: Colonelo ThOtuM Harrt8nD. A.
A. Rnaeell. c. c. Crewe, and George O. Dibrell. ~ ..
PartIl of 4th. 8th. 9th. and 11th Tenn.• lat, 2d, 3d. 4th. ILIId
8th Ga.. ltlt, 3d. ,th. 7th, and 5Ut Ala.. 3d .Ark., lI&h UNl
lltb TeL. and 18t and 8th CoufedenLtIl l'eldmenta,
and WiggIn8'8 Battery. Cavalry 1088 (eBUmated): k.
11' Dnd m, 200.
JlAlfBOJI'S OAVALRY. ~

JOfIU'. Brigade, BrIg.·Gen. Wffilam E. Jon8ll: 8th Va..
Col, Jamea 111. Com8; 21at Va..--: 27th Va. Bat
talion. --: Mth Va. BattaUon. Col. V. A. Witcher:
38thVu.B",ttaUCln.--; 27th Va. Battal1on.--. Oil'
fLt't". Brigade, Col. H. L. Giltner: 18th Gil. BatWIon.
IIInj. E, V. Clnrk: ,tb ICy•• MaJ. N. Parker: 10th ICy••
Lleut.·Col. Edwin Trimble: lRt Tenn•• Col• .JllmCll E.
Carter; Mth Va., CuI. Can:pbell 81emp: Va. Battery,
Capt. William N. LowI':f.

The total ConfC'dPrate 10.. {minos the eavalry. not re
ported' was 182 killed. ?88 woonded, Rnd 192 captnn>d
or miMing = 1142, The 1088 In the cavalry 18 8lltlmated
at 250. .

The e"ootlve Rtren/li;h of the f01'l'elI UDderLoDgatreet'~
eommand probnbly nnmben>d 20,000.

~ Joloed November 27tb-28th.

END OF VOLUMB Ill.




