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DATE : January 4. 1961 

TO : THOMAS J. KELLY, l-1etropoli tan Sheriff 

FOOM I LT. FRANK KAPPEL, Supervisor, Criminal Int elligence 

SUBJECT , M. R. P. (PEOPLES RE~TIONARY MOVEMENT) 

On Tuesday, January ) , 1961, this Unit was contacted by Southern Dist rict 
Officer B. WHEAT who stated a group of Cubans had moved i nto a secluded 
area in South Dade and set up a camp . 

At ).00 PM on t he same date , t his inf or mation was checked out by the 
writer and Ag~ LEONARD who f ound the pr emises to be the old location 
of "C,¥(;! Ha.~" , an abandoned ol d peopl e 's home consisting of a large 
frame c ub 1din g and six small frame bunk buildings . 

"Camp Happylt is located approximately t mile south of Bauer Drive on t he 
ast side of Roberts Road. The camp i s r eached by an overgrown dirt 

road and is approximately i mile or f Roberts Road and is partially obscured 
f rom view by trees and overgrowth of vegetation. 

On our arrival, a group of sixteen men were being l ed in close order dril l 
behind the l arge bui l ding which i~ being used as t he mess hall. 

ON CARLOS BARQUIN CANTERO emer ged f rom one of the bunk houses and 
upon identifying oursel ves , he s tated he spoke English and volunteered 
the fo11owhul information . 

is group has occupied the camp for about one week and its present 
strength i s 21 men, all of which are Cuban r efugees whose names are as 
f ollows. 

1. JOSE PtRli.Z ALAMO ./ 
2. CARlOS RINALDO ALVAREZ RODIll CUEZ 

). RQ,LANDO MOrl.ALl!.S NAVARftETE i 


4. wrs CHAVIANO REYES 
5. JOSE RAMON GARCIA MACIAs "/ 
6. RAMON CARLOS BARQUIN CANTEtio 
7. ENRIQUE FERNANDEZ aUI Z DE LA TORBE , 
8. FRANCISCO MAUEL CAMAROO SAAVEDRA ;;/ 
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9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
IS. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

DIONISIO SUAREZ ESQUIVEL and RAUL BARANDELA were among t he thir teen 
persons who recently escaped f rom Morro Castle Prison in Havana, O~ba . 

CANTERO, called "ROY" by the group, further stated four more men are 
expected to join th~ camp l at er this week making a total of twenty- five 
which is full st r enllth for this camo . 

"ROY" showed us through t he l arge building am when questioned about 
, he showed us t wo U. S. Army 30 cal. Ml. rifles, two U. S. Army 

30 cal. Sprin~eld rifl es and a blue steel U. s. Artay 45 cal . automatic. 
He advised t hese weapons were being used t o t each the nomenclature of 
each t o the group . 

A good stock of food was observed in the mess hall as well as a l arge 
stock of cigarettes in cartons . The premises were clean as were the 
occupants of' the camp who were dressed in new G. I . fatigue uniforms and 
combat boot s. 

The group has t wo cars at t heir diBl>osal, one i s a 1947 Ford Convertibl e, 
color red, which bears 1960 Florida Lioense #1-158988 . This vehicle is 

registered to Fe FIKAFF~ 1776 S. w. 2Jrd Ter r ace, Miami , Flor ida. The 

other vehicle was not at the camp. 


The ¢amp property consisting of 12 acres i s owned by MRS . DONALD J , 

HOL~N of 10795 s. W. 95th Street, Miami, Florida~~ Phone # i s MOl-1419. 

~he property i s r ented in the name of a MR. JOHN WINTHROP who negotiated 

the transaction through Modern Age ~Realtl, 6979 Coral Way, Phone CAl-18)1. 
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The people backinF t his group of the M. R.P. are paying Mrs. HOWEN 
,400. 00 mont hly rental f or tho property . 

CANTERO was advised to keep his people off the roads and to try not 
to cause any incidents t hat woul d Five any of the local resident s 
reason t o complain. 

her inves tigation will . th additional reports fo rthcoming. 

~~-~ 

EDWARD R. CroDE 
Intelligence Agent 

~~~ 

LT . FRANK KAPPEL, Supervisor 
Criminal I ntelligence 

ERC/FK/vw 

t'.~ . ..othU t(/~ ~.f.;r. • ~~;. / 



The following is a report of a fire that Metro Dade County Fire Division 
responded to at 12:27 A.M., arriving on the scene at 12:37 A.M., Monday 
morning, January 23, 1961. 

Name of property owner: KE NNE TH LI NK 

Name of occupant: RUTH HOLLEN 

Address: NOOTH OF MOODY DRIVE, WEST OF. KR()E AVENUE 

Value: $1,200 

Damage: TOTAL LOSS 

Cause: Jose' Lopez Legon, W/M, 30 years of age, retl I led 
the kerosene tank when it exploded resulting in 
injuris to Jose l Legon with 60% of his body covered 
with 2nd and 3rd degree burns. Mr. Legon was taken 
to James Archer Smith Hospital and given emergency 
treatment, then transferred to Kendal Hospital. His 
condition is considered critical. 

The fire resulting from the kerosene stove exploding 
caused a total loss to the building which was in the 
center of a group of buildings which formerly was 
cal led "Camp HapPY", a home for the aged. This group 
of buildings housed 25 cuban male occupants. 

Patrol and Traffic personnel were on the scene and 
confiscated a weapon. See their report for additional 
information on the weapon. 
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DATE : February 9, 1961 

TO I THOMAS J. KELLY, Metropolitan Sheriff 

FRCM : LT. FRANK KAjIPEL, Supervisor, Criminal Intelligence 

SUBJECTs M.R.P. - ADDITI ONAL INFORMA TION 

Refer nee is made to the report under the sam case number dated January 4, 
1961. 

On ebruary 1, 1961 A ent A. L. TARABOCHIA s contacted by Col. RAMON 
J3A UIN mi.lltary coordi nator for the M. R. P. who revealed that t he groUp 
had r ecently en ged a milit ary instructor. 

Col. BARQUI N added that t he i nstructor WCD a U. S. citizen and 8 West Point 
gr du t e wh o h d jus t l eft the Army because of a s~e disability. The 
instruct or's name, according to BAaQU , was ~ PLATT. 

On February 2, 1961, Sgt. ij.AYMOND ,w LF of the 93rd C.l.D. contacted the 
writer and requested ase1st811ce in locat ing a 2nd Lieutenant who was AWOL 
f rom Fort !enning ani who was bellev 0 have joined one of t he Cuban 
counter-revolutionary group • 

The Sgt . added that .Mr. ROBBRT PLATT, Sr., the lieutenant's f ather, had 
been contacted bY' the Provost Mar shall of Fort Bennin who advised him 
tht Lt. ROBERT PLATT, JR. should give himself up at Fort Bennitlf. before 
midni dlt of February 5, 1961 in order to avoid being declared a deserter. 

After the above info tion was received, Agent TARABOCHIA a ccompanied 
by Agent A. E. LEONARD , proceeded to th M. R.P. camp to contact ROBERT 
PLAT'!' and make arrangelOOnte for his r e turn to Fort Benning. Aft r t wo 
atte.'llpts to lQcate PLAT wer unsuccessful, the writer eonts ctod Col. 
BARQUIN and advised him of Lt. R. PLATT 's precedents. 

Col. BARQUIN agreed to cooperate and at 7 :00 PM of February 3rd, accompanied 
Mr. PLATT, SR. to a meetin witil " son. 

At about 11.00 PM of February .Brd, e.gl. B UI N contacted the writer and ad
vised him that Lt . PLATT had 1 ft i n the c pany of his father for Fort 
Benn1n where be vas {pin to ren r to t he Provost hall. 
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sgt. 'WlF will advise of further developments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. L. TARAOOCHIA 
Intellir, EIloe Agent 

'U~~ 
LT. FRANK KAPPEL, Supervisor 
Cr~al Intelligence 

ALT/ vw 

c'~ . ~ ~tk.J~' 


