
An excuse 

When somebody knocks of[ 

a couple of banks in town, the 
police usually do not wait for 
the English-speaking commu­
nity to decide to turn in the 
robbers. Instead, the various 
city, county, state and federa-[ 
police agencies dig in to try to 
track down the lawless gang 

:-: of toughs. 

That is the same attitude 
\Vith which law enforcement 
people should appraoch the 
detestable murders and at­
tempts at murder that have 
become epidemic within Mi­
ami's Cuban exile community. 
It is ridiculous to suppose, as 
some police officials apparent­
ly do, that the identity of the 
bombers is common knOWl­
edge among the generally law 
abiding half-million Dade resi­
dents of Cuban origins. The 
criminals are killers, and they 
will have to be tracked down 
like other killers. 

. There is a not-so-subtle rac­
:ism in the implication that 
four murders, dozens of bom­
bings and several attempts at 
killings are somehow a Cuban 
problem for which all local 
Cubans share the responsibili­
ty. . 

The explosion Friday night 
which nearly killed WQBA 
newscaster Emilio Milian was 
not an act of the Cuban com· 
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for inaction 

munity - "it was a vicious act 
by criminals who deserve at 
least as much attention as po­
lice gave to Patty Hearst. It is 
an insult to Dade's thousands 
of Cubans to imply that they 
do not want to see tbe terror­
ists brought to justice. 

Milian's employer is offer­
Inq a $25,000 reward for in­
formation on his assailants' 
and many leading local Latins 
have deplored the violence 
that terrorizes their neighbor­
hoods_ It is time for the po­
lice, and especially the federal 
agencies. to stop blaming their 
own failures on some alleged 
conspiracy of silence. 

There is good reason to be­
lieve that at least some of the 
bombings and killings are 
connected to each other, and 
that they may relate either to 
political activity or to organ­
ized extortion. In either case, 
there is justification for the 
FBI to bring its full weight 
into the matter as Miami 
Mayor Maurice Ferre request­
ed last year. 

The terrorism which makes 
Dade the nation's leading cen­
ter of such activity is not a 
Cuban problem, it is a Miami 
problem, and it is past time 
for the police to throw their 
fullest possible resources into 
the fight. 


