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Lori1 1 2 ,  1973, 5:51 p.m. i 
Zudscn County P rosecu to r ' s  * 

O f f i c e ,  595 Newark Avenue, 
J . C . ,  N.J., Room 603 

I i T h i s  is  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  homicide of Luciano iiieves, 

'which t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e  2 l s t  day of February,  1975 a t  6125 South- 

! west Jlst  S t r e e t  (par~:ing lot of Chf1dr2n1s Var ie ty  Hospital). 
! 

Would you please state your full nzine? 

E f r a i n  Bemvides, . 

What i s  your  age? 

38- 

What i s  your  date of b i r t h ?  

May 22,  1940. 

Where do you l i v e ?  

1 2 1  Ogden Avenue, Jersey Ci ty ,  N . J .  

\-!hat s t a t e ?  

N e w  J e r s e y .  

D o  you see the forms t h a t  I have l a i d  be fo re  you? 

Y e s .  

These forms are s t a t i n g  your c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  rights. I am goin: 

t o  read them t o  you and as you u~derstznd them and read along 

w i t h  me. 1 want you t o  sign your i n i t i a l s  next t o  each of you1 

7 





Do you agree t h a t  you understand y o u r  r i g h t s  both i n  Eng l i sh  a n d .  
1 

kn Spanish? 
i 
i 

Would you p lease  s i g n  t he  forms? I 
Yes. 

Do you swear t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  whole t r u t h ,  and no th ing  I 
bu t  t h e  t r u t h ?  

Yes. 

Where do you work? 

Empire Meat Packaging Company. 

What is t he  address?  

1161 Eas t  Broad S t r e e t ,  El izabeth ,  New Jersey.  

Do you know th3 telephone nu?b'r? 

351-0500. 

How long  have you worked there?  

One year. 

Where d i d  your work befora  t h a t ?  

Newark Boneless Meat Co., 75 Stockton St. ,  Newark, N o J c  

To what grade did you go t o  school? 

I n  Cuba, I make f i r s t  year  i n  High School. 

What is your occupation? 

Butcher. 

Are you married? 

Yes. - 

How long? 

13 years .  

What i s  your wi fe ' s  name? 

k r t  ina E s  tella. 



: And she l i v e s  w i t h  you? 
i I 

f :  Ires. i 
I -  I 
Q: How many c h i l d r e n  do you have? ! 
: ,One. An& one died.  ; I 

: , How long  have you been l i v i n g  a t  your present  address? f 
i 

Over s i x  years  . , 
Where &d you l i v e  before  t h a t ?  

I l i v e d  f o r  seven mbnths i n  473 Walker S t r e e t  i n  Fairview,. N . J .  I 
I 

Where were you born? 

I n  Cuba. 

Where i n  Cuba? 

How long  d id jou  l i v e  i n  Cuba? 

A n  - ... my life before  'I came t o  t he  United S t a t e s  i n  1960. 

D i d  you know an ind iv idua l  by t he  name of Valentine Hernandez, 

a l s o  known as Tino i n  Cuba? 

Yes. 

How w e l l  did you know him, Valentine Hernandez, while you l i v e d  

i n  Cuba? 

H i s  f e t h e r  is  counselor  i n  Cuba. I knew him a l l  my life.,. 

I a m  p l ac ing  a photograph i n  f r o n t  of you. Is t h i s  t h e  same 

Valentine Hernandez t h a t  you have a l w a y s  known? 

Sure. 

Arc you abso lu t e ly  sure? 

Yes. 
4 

. Would you p l ea se  p lace  

of t h e  photograph? 

Yes. 

your i n i t i a l s  on t he  t o p  l e f t  hand 



Would you please place the date after your i n i t i a l s ?  

.Yes. 1 

i 
kiould you please place the time which is 5:59  p.m. on the photo-i 

graph? 

Yes. 

And I will place my initials on the right corner of the photo- 

graph. 

Do you know the individual in the photograph that I am now 

placing in front of you? 

No* 

You do not know the individual in the photograph? 

No 

Do you know an individual by the name of Jesus Lazo? 

xo. . - - - 
Have you ever heard the name Jesus Lazo? 

In the newspaper and later, he told me. 

Later on, who told you what? 

Valentine told me he go with him. 

You are speaking about Jesus Lazo being with Valentine Kernan- 

dez? 

Yes, but I never seen him. 

What year did you come to the US.? 

Fay 29, 1960. 

Where did you go when you first came to the U.S.? 

Pliami , Florida. 3 

How long did you live in Miami, Florida after coming to the U.S. 

I live in Mami till 1961. Then I go to Guatemala. 

From 1960 t o  1961 YOU lived in !;liami after which time you went 

to Guatemala to train for the Bay of Pigs Invasion, is that correct? 
I 

I 



A: Yes. 
, 

Q: What year did you r e t u r n ?  

A: Same year, 1961, in October. 

Q: 'YOU were a Prisoner of E a r ?  

A :  ' No. 

Q: Are you, or have you ever been a member of the 2506 Brigade? 
i 
A :  Yes. 
I 

18: Are you still an act ive  member? 

IA: No. 

iQ: Do you h o w  if Valentine Hernandez is or was a member of the 

1 2506 Brigad.*? 

'A: No. I don't know. 
I 

iQ: \!hen did you first meet Valentine Hernandez in Pliarni Florida? 

A: When --- I came back from Cuba in October. 
- - -\  

/Q: Of what year? 

I r : Under what conditions did you first meet? 

4 :  
He cry because I went to see his mother. I go to see his 

mother. Everybody go to my house that night ... 
: Did you re-establish your friendship with Valentine Hernandez 

and his family? 

A: Yes. 
I 

I 

i": What year did you move to New Jersey? 

3 :  1965.- 
I 
: Did you still maintain your friendship with Valentine Hqrnan- 
! 

I dez and his family during the tine you lived in Mew Jersey, 
i 
1 
1 after moving from Xiami? 
i 
I 

p: Yes, I would see them once in a while, not a lot, because I 
I 



, 
worked a l l  the tine, I not got t ine ,  

i ~ :  . During the period of 1975, were you l i v i n g  a t  the present 
! .  

loca t ion  where you a re  l i v i n g  now, which i s  1 2 1  Ogden Avenue, 

J m C e ?  

A :  . Yes. 
Jersey City? 

Yes. 

When d i d  you first hear of Luciano Nieves' death? 

I n  the  newspaper, on the radio, on T.V. 

When? 

The day they k i l l e d  him. 

That was the 21st day of February or one more day a f t e r  Feb. 

21, 1975? 

Y e s .  
-. 8 - * 

Possibly the 21st or  22nd day of February? 

Yes. 

When d i d  Valentine Hernandez contact you a f t e r  the Luciano 

Nieves ' death? 

A week, a week and a half .  

Under what conditions did he contact you? 

He ca l l ed  ma on the telephone; he wanted t o  come over m y  house. 

Did he c a l l  you a t  hone? 

Yes. 

How d id  he get your telephone number? 

He talked t o  me about a year and a half before. He maybs got  
4 

my telephone number from Florida. 

What d id  tha t  par t icular  conversation, which you s t a t e  took 
! place approximately one week a f t e r  the Luciano Nieves homicide,; 

cons is t  of? 



0a t he  phone? 

Yes. 

He wanted t o  see  me- 

D i d  he t e l l  you why? 

No. 

Did h e ' t e l l  you where he w ~ s  c a l l i n g  from? 

From New York. 

he say vihsre? 

No. 

D i d  he say t h a t  he wanted t o  see  you alone or t h a t  t he re  would 

be someone e l s e  with him? 

Did you ag$ee t o  see  him a t  your house? 

~ 6 % .  . 

When did he come t o  your house? 1 

The next  day. 

Do you r e c a l l  a t  approximately what time he a r r i v e d  a t  your hous 

Suppertime. About s i x  o r  s i x  t h i r t y .  Because I t o l d  him I 

would be home a f t e r  f i v e  o'clock. 

Do you r e c a l l  what he was wearing a t  that time? 

H e  had a coat  on. It was wintertime. 

Do you r e c a l l  i f  he was wearing glasses? 

No. I don' t  remember. 

What did you and Valentine Hernandez discuss  a t  your house + 
dur ing  t h e  time of your meeting? 

He s a i d  he came from M i a m i  because t he  FBI  was looking f o r  him 

and he wiinted t o  stay one night a t  my house because he had no 

place t o  s t a y  t h a t  n igh t ,  

Af te r  he t o l d  you he had no place t o  s t a y  t h a t  n igh t ,  did he 



I 

4 :  He t o l d  me the F8I looked f o r  him because the FBI sa id  he 

, k i l l e d  Luciano Kieves. 
i 

;Q:  Did you notice anything peculiar  about h i s  hands and fingers? 

I A :  yes. I saw he got p a r t  of h i s  f inger  missing. 
I 
!Q: , Do you r e c a l l  which f inger ,  on which hand? 

(Showing) That f inger ,  showing his r ight  index finger. 

Did ask Vzlentine Hernandez what happened t o  h i s  f inger? 

Yes. 

d i d  he rep ly?  

H e  say he got shot i n  the finger. 

During t h i s  period of time, who was present at your home? 

Ny wife,  my kid. 

Did your wife see h i s  f inger? 

N o .  

145% she present during any of the conversation between you and 

Velentine Hernandez? 

No. 

Where was she? 

She was i n  the  l i v ing  room and Valentine Hernandez and me were 

i n  the  kitchen. 

What d id  Valentine Hernandez ask  of you? 

H e  asked me t o  s t a y  one night i n  my house. He had no place t o  

-ge bhat-nirght. - - - - - - - 

Did he t e l l  you during the time of your conversation i n  the 

kitchen, did he re-emphasize tha t  the police were lookin- f o r  i> 
him and tha t  was the reason f o r  him wanting t o  stay a t  your 

house? 

He said he had no place t o  go because the pol ice was looking 

f o r  him. 



?-/here did he come from? 

Eiet.1 York. 

And p r io r  t o  Neru York? 

Miami . 
D i d  he t e l l  you how he cane t o  New York from Xiarni? 

No. - 
Did you not ice whether Hr, Hernandez had a vehicle a t  the t i ne  

he arr ived a t  your house? 

Yes. I think i t  was a Buick- 

During your conversation with Valentine, t ha t  evening, did he 

mention Jesus Lazo? 

Yes. 

What d id  he say i n  reference t o  Jesus Lazo? 
- .  
H; says he was a l s o  running with him away from the po l i ce .  

Did he t e l l  you that  he came from Mami with Jesus Lazo? 

Yes. 

During your conversation with Valentine, did  he t e l l  you how 

he had got his f inger  shot? 

NO. H e  t o ld  me a shooting somewhere but not exactly where. 

D i d  he say that he shot himself or  tha t  someone e lse  shot him? 

No, he no to ld  me who shot him. 

He didn ' t  t e l l  you under what circumstances he washot? 

10 . - l - - - - - - - - - -  - -  - - - 

Did he t e l l  you tha t  he k i l l ed  Luciano Nieves? 
+ 

No, he never t o ld  me. 

What did he t e l l  you i n  reference t o  Luciano Nieves' hoinicide? 

H e  t o ld  me he came from Miami because the 331 was looking fo r  

him and Lazo and the FBI said he k i l l e d  Luciano Nieves. 



Fron your conversation tiith ;<re Valentine Hernanciez, what dic 

you conclude? 

I think, myself, he never told me exactly what he did, he is 

a friend of mine, but I think he killed the guy myself. 

Frompur conversation with Valentine Hernandez, did you COE- 

clude that he killed, that he ancl Lazo killed Luciano Nieves? 

~ks. When I talk to somebody else, I know some people, I an 

scared myself, I told him, I don't want to 'give you a hand, 

because I have my boy, my conclusion at that time thzt he got 

a big problem, and I told him to go. But he never - told me tha 

he killed him. But I think myself that he killed him. 

>ihere did he sleep the night that he stayed at your house? 

In the basement of my house. 

Ts there anything else that you can recall during that meeting 

with Valentine Hernandez that would be beneficial to the in- 

vestigation? 

I told you that Valentine Hernandezt wife came into my house, 

she had problems, to feed the children, she had no money, and* 

I gave her money for the children to eat and the next time 

she called me I said this is dumb, don't call me no more. I 

don't want to get involved. 

On what did you base your decision to break away from these 

people? 

~ec&e I know the Fa1 was looking from him. 

What happened? 

I was scared for ny family. 

You say, you know what happened, what happened? 

The FBI was looking for him. 



Q: , Is there anythins e l s e  you can think of. Has either Valentine 

Hernandez or Jesus Lazo attempted to contact you since that 

last meeting with Valentine Xernandez? 

No. I no talk to him no more* Just the wife. , 

Are you familiar with an individual by the name of Lucy Luciano 

or Lucy Lazo? 

No. 

Euring tha tine of your association with Valentine iiernandez, 

have you at anytime known him to necessitate the wearing of 

glasses, eye glasses? 

No* 

Is it common for Valentine Hernandez to wear a mustache as far 

as you knox? 

N 0 .F' 

Have you ever kncvm Valentine Hernandez to wear a mustache before 

No. 

When Valentine Hernandez came to your residence, af ter  your 

telephone conversation with him, did he have a mustache? 

Yes. 

Have you known Valentine Hernandez to ever wear a toupee? 

No. 

A t  the tine he came to your residence, was he wearing a toupee? 

No* 
1 1  \ 

Q: I am ending this interview at 6:35 p.m. Thank you. After,this 
I1 11 statement is typed up, and after any corrections you deem 

11 necessary, would you be willing to sign this statement? 
1 1  

A,: Yes* 


