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25 August 1976-

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

FROM: Gary M. Breneman
Assistant General Counsel

SUBJECT: Request for Agency Assistance in the Dezth of John Rosselli

1. Senator Gary W. Hart (D-Colo.) has involved the Jenate Select .
Committee on Intelligence in the investigation of the murder of John Rosselli
(Washir.zlon Post, 25 August 1976, p. .A25, copy attached). In addition, the
Director has met with Hart and stated that the Agency would cooperatie in the
investigation of Rosselli's death within the bounds of its charter and its .
stztutory charge to protect intelligence sources and methods from unauthorized
disclosure.

2. At the request of the Committee, Mr. Tom White, OLC, and the under';
signed met with two homicide detectives from the Dade County sheriff's office
2t 12: 30 p.m., 24 August, in the offices of the Committece in the Dirksen
Building. The two detectives were Julio O. Ojeda and Charles Zatrepalek.
Also present at the meeting were the following individuals: Paul Daly and
Carlton Burrell of the FBI and Mike Madigan, Rick Indexfurth and Mike Epstien
of the Commiitee Staff. Present for pa~ of the meeting were Bill Milles-, Staff
Director of the Committee, an*’ Charles Kirkow of the Committee Staff.
. 3. The Agency officers explained that they were there to determine how;
~within the Agency's charter, they could provide assistance to the detectives
in their investigation and to receive their questions znd then pursue the answers
within the Agency. The detectives asked for help in the following areas and
their questions break down into three basic categories. '
A. First, they would like to know whatever the Agency know -
about cextain Cuban nationals, some deceased and some still alive.
They are as follows: o

1. Ramon Don Eestevez Dominquez (deceased by shooting) - b01:n
- 2 May 1936 or 5 February 1936; reportecly a boat manufacturer
_who was able to go in and out of Cuba on a regular basis. -

-




ii. Rolando Masferrexr ROJas (decea2sed by bombing) ~ boxn
12 Januaxry 1918.

iii. Luciano Nieves (deceased by shooting).
iv. Jose De La Torriente (deceased by shooting).

v. Jose Quintana - born 3 October 1945; reportcdly a nCphew by
marriage to Rosselli.

vi. Jaoquin Antonio Cortizo - born 10 January 1945.

vii. Manola Arhmes (the dotachvcs spemﬁcally aslked where he is
novr).

viii. AM/LASH - his iden®ily and preser.l whereabouts.

ix. What are the names oi the three Cubans mentioned in the
Rosselli testimony? (Two of the three narnes 2re in the
9 December 1970 memorandum discussed in paranraph 4 of
this memorandum.)

B. 'Seconcily, they asked for whatever information the Agency' could
provide on the following individuals whose citizenship is unknown but who
are probably U.S. citizens.

i. Fred Black - identificd as a lobbyist involved with Bobby Baker;
he reportedly lives in the Watergate Aparimeants and i3 2 friend
of Maheu, Rosselli and Shimon. They wanted to know if he had
any connection with the Castro assassination plots,

ikttt aiisl ottt

Ay

- ii, Edward Morgan - a D.C. attorney who has .reportedly l‘eprcsenfc.(i

Black, Shimon, Rosselli and Maheu,

{ii. Joseph Shimon ~ identified in the Senzte Select Committee Report h
on Alleged Assassination Plots at page 81 as "a friend of Rosselli
and Giancana." They wanted to know if he had 2ny CIA rela-
tionship. : :

- C, Third, they ask a numbcr of general qucshons wmch are zs‘
. follov\ s:

i. Wheis the Cuban who provided the speedboat inentioned in the
Senate Sclect Committce Report? .




4. Rick Inderfurth presented the undersigned witn two classified yneino-
renda anad stated he thought they should be declasmﬁe:i and made available to
the detecBves. One is a 9 December 1970 memorandum to the DCI firom the

- Director of Secuxity, Subj: "ROSSELLI, Johnny." The second Is a blind memo-;
randum dated 9 August 1976, Subj: "John:ay Rosselli.® C0p1es of both are
attached. ' .

5. The undexslgncd made absolutely no commitments with respect to any
of the requests exccpt to the one relzting to mtervxewmg the current COS Miami
and I said no to it, The dectectives will be in town until Saturday and can be
reached at their motel, Tel. 521-1900, Room 610. Following that they can be
reached at the sh(:nff's office in Miami at (305) 547 7456.

Atts.

- 1v. Why was Rosselli approached instcad of Giancena or 5 o—naonc

\

v

ii. Whois " 2nd what is the name of the u% Castiro group
both of vwhich are mentioned on page 89 of the R(,port"

TR e e gt s
- . —

ii. Did Harvey actually pay Rosselli $2,700 to defrzy the Cuban
cxpenscs as menSoned on page 84 of the Repoxt?

vieveme s

else?

B R ar i A e
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v. .Did the Agency do a backgrouhd check on Rosselll or Giancana -
and, if so, .could they have access to it?

"
K]

vi. Why was all contact with Rosselll stopped 1r1 19652 . .- .

(s Aig
O, 8

vii. Would it be possible for them to talk to the man .or nen w‘bo
served =s Chief of Station in Miami during 1960 to 19657

oty Ty al,

AR

viii. Could they talk o the current Chief of Station i7n Miarpi?

TRV IR R
*

Y

ix, Would it be possible for the detectives to tall to Janies P.
O'Connell, a retired senior Office of Securlty»cmployea?

o AL 1

148)
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»x. Does CIA have any evidence that the Cuban Intelligence Sérvicc:
raay have been involved in Rosselli's death or that Cuban agents
were in the Miami are2 2t the ime of his death?

™~ : 2
Gary M., Bzeneénan : =l
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8 October 1976

| MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Security - APPROVED foanﬂ.mﬁm3 T &

FROM ' : (;‘urtis R. 'Rive'rs. ClA HlSTURlCM. REWEW PROGRAM " . '..

SUBJECT : Dade County Request for Agency Assistance )
' | Regarding the Death of Johnny Roselli e

“ .-

1. The following is provided for your information and -~ i
pertains to an assessment of the-information contained in . % o
Office of Security files relevant to the request from the |
Dade County Sheriff's Office pursuant to their 1nvest1gat10n :
of the death of Johnny Roselli.:

2. The Dade County Sheriff's representatives requested
all Agency information pertaining to several Cuban nationals.
A review of Office of Security indices in this regard dis- : i
closed the following: : o I

"a. Ramon Don Eestevez Dominquez--Office of T l;_
Security records were negative. : K

’ b. Rolando Masferrer Rojas--Coavert.(36.859)_ ’ -
. - and overt (352 772) security files were located
. regarding Rolando Arcadio Masferrer (Rojas), aka:
" Roland Rojas Masferrer, a Cuban citizen born
- 12 January 1918 in Holgu1n Cuba. Although N
limited national agency checks were conducted on -
Subject in January 19S50, there is no indication
that Masferrer was ever utilized by the Agency.
He is a former Cuban senator and Cuban Communist
~Party member- (expelled in 1945), a former com- '
mander for Batista's private army, and firmly :
anti-Castro. ' The two files contain numerous FBI
reports regarding his activities in connection
with an attempt to invade Cuba in 1960 and a
- subsequent effort to invade Haiti in 1967.
Masferrer and 75 of his followers were -arrested .
. in January 1967 in Marathon, Florida, while -.
- preparing for the invasion of Haiti. . ' Tt

- £
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plot was approved by the U. S. Governuent (vaxying
‘betwecn the CIA ahd the FBI as the approving
agency). While the CIA approval claim was untrue,
Agency concern, at the time, centercd around the
possibility of unfavorable pub11c1ty and the
conpromise of sources and methods if the Agency
was forced to disprove Masferrer's. charges in

“ court. A handvwritten note in Masferrer's-file
revealed that he died in 1975 when his car was

Masferrcexr claimed that h:s Haiti anasxon-

-blown apart by a bomb in Florida.

details regarding his death were

No further -
contained in

his subject files.

been "affiliated with the -Agency,

Since Masferrcr;has aecver .
despite his

clains,

it is believed that Dade County officials

_should be referred to the FBI for 1nfornat10n

regarding Masferrer.

\ . -

\

c. .Luniann_Nicucs—jOfficé of Security files

contain [ information
regarding Luciano Njeves Mestre, date and place
of birth 6 October 1933, Santz Clara Cuba.

Nieves was
Florida.

:]on 4 February 1966 in
It was developed that he was a Cuban-

national who had been arrested,

tried, and

sentenced to 20 years in Cuba for allcgedly
being involved in an anti-Castro plot. He was .
released in March 1965 after serving approxi-
mately. 16 months of his sentence and went to
pain briefly ere he was of interest to the
r‘§ :fi In August 1565 he entered the

"Unitea ostates and 'in November 1965 was contacted

by Directorate of Operations (DDO) representatives.

From Novemberxr 1965 uvntil zpproximately January
1966 he was of operational interest .to the DDO.

It is noted that the DDO maintains a
201 file (201-788521) regarding Subject and it
is believed that the Office of Security would
have to ‘defer any decision regarding the release
of information concerning Nieves to the DDO.

¢ m— e A

e

B 4“

]
—— e et mmma s s aassmnam o b 4
e ama s

USC PALYIOVSE
‘COL1¢OnS

& lgst

- o
CCASRIPV *d=w Go@lAnna. sve ‘ A GiAA~Y -y

~

i

y
50h
v ﬁ)"". L7

el g
%,

e T
LSRR

}7:!{1’} .'2'.‘..'4};- K

fse

1!

sy
o
7

Sl

-
Al

X
S

R



d. Jose de La Torriente--Security records
contain only sparse information provided by the
Domestlc Contact Service in 1970 showing that
one Jose de La Torriente, not further identified,
claimed to have worked for the CIA for many
. years. _An attachment to a.1970 Domestic Contact
Service memorandum containing details of Torriente‘s
claimed association with the Agency was not con-
tained in Office of Security files. It 1is
believed that a decision to release information
‘regarding Torriente would. have to be deferred to
the DDO. . .

e. Jose Quintana--Office .of Security records
contain no 1nformat1on'1dent1f1ab1e with Jose
Quintana.:‘

f. Jaoquin Antonio Cortizo--0ffice of
Security records.are negative.

‘g. _Manola Artimes--Security records contain
overt (611 $23). and covert-(210 838)_files
regardlng Manuel Francisco Artime-Buesa. Artime-
Buesa is a former Agency operational asset
utilized by the DDO during the approximate
period 1959-1963. .Any decision regarding the
release of information regarding Artime-Buesa or
his present whereabouts should be deferred to the
DDO. - . .

h. AMLASH--Rolando Cubela (Secades), Agency
cryptonym--AMLASH,  is the subject of the Office
‘of Security covert file 101 080.:. Cubela is a
rather celebrated Cuban national and operational
contact of the DDO mentioned throughout both of
the Senate Select Committee assassination reports.
Although Cubela is identified in the assassina-~’
tion reports as AMLASH and his identity has never
been revealed by ‘the Agency, his true identity
has been surfaced in several recent news articles.
All information on Cubela in the possession of
the Office of Security would fall within the
.,.purv1ew of the DDO, and it is believed-that any
decis1on to release information pertaining to

T . 3
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Cubela should be deferred to the Latin America - oo
Division of the(DDO.) It should be.noted that .
during their investigation, Senate Select -
Committee staffers reviewed Cubela's raw files ‘.
from both the (DDG)and the Office of Security. :

i. Dade County Sheriff's Office repre- : o -
sentatives requested the '"names of the three -
Cubans mentioned in the Roselli -testimony."

It is believed that the response to this ques-

“tion should be deferred to the Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence since ‘the Office of

Security does not have access to the Roselli .
testimony. . - _
3. Additionally, the Dade County Sheriff's Office repre- °
sentatives ask for all Agency information pertaining to several
individuals of unknown citizenships, but believed to be U, S, - -
citizens. A review of the Office of Security indices in this
regard disclosed the following:

a. Fred Black--Office of Security records
] Tevealed only newspaper clippings contained in
. the Robert G. ‘Baker subject file (260 273)
/ showving that Fred B. Black, Jr., a consultant
with North American Aviation, was a close
f " friend and business associate of '"'Bobby' G.
Baker. Black was _mentioned repeatedly in the
news media coverage of Senate investigations
of Baker in the early 1960's. While Black's
citizenship is undetermined, it is probable.
that he is a U. S. citizen. ' -

T e ) et gy,

b. Edward Morgan--A covert security file
Morgan, date and place of .birth 28 May 1913,
_ St. Louis, Missouri. - Morgan, a U. S. citizen
-and former_ FBI agent from 1941-1945, was
granted af “Clearance on 2 Feb-
uary 1951 tor use as a "cut out' ‘in connection
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TheE zCIearance was amended and
approved in march 1951 to include Morgan's use
- inm providing covert legal support for opera-
tions in the form of a *'cut out', legal advice,
transmission of funds, and other assistance.of oL .
a legal nature in connection w1th(DDQ)pr03ects o
Since.Subject may have been utilized by the(DD

it is felt that any decision to release infor-

mation regardlng Morgan should be deferred to

the DDO. .

It is noted .that while only the afore-

mentioned subject file exists regarding Morgan,

! in his capacity.as Robert A._Maheu!s personal T~
attorney, Morgan is mentioned sporadically in °
the Maheu, Harvey, and Roselli files. In 1967
Maheu was interviewed and advised that he had
briefed Morgan regarding the details of his . -
involvement in the Agency-sponsored Castro
assassination plots. Morgan's current asso-
ciation with Maheu, professional and/or personal,
is unknown. Morgan is currently practicing law
in the District of Columbia law firm of Welch
and Morgan.

c. Joseph Shimon--No Office of Security
subject file exists regarding Joseph Shimon,
aka: Joseph Shiman. However, he is mentioned
in the Johnny Roselli file as a personal friend
of Roselli. It is further noted in the Roselli
file -that Shimon knew Maheu, but the nature and
extent of .theirx off1c1a1/soc1al relationship is
unknown. Shimon is described as a former
"District of Columbia Metropolitan Police Depart-

‘ment (MPD) inspector who was .discharged from the
‘D.C. MPD as a .result of a conviction- 1nvolv1ng
wiretapping activities.

4. To date, no decision has been made as ‘to the type and
form of response to be made to the Dade County Sheriff's Office -
*requqst;-ﬁdditionallyj,aij@um§U;1§gyp§;f;oi;@gf@f{@Qe of '

_:"‘f \"‘“’ '45-(‘-
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Security has not been received. Office of Security files have
been searched and pertinent information reviewed. Pending a
decision as to what form the response, if any, will take, it~
is recommended that the Office of Security files containing
information pertinent to the request be retained in a readily
available status and no further action be taken at this times.

Curtis R. Rivers

. . R
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Security
FRO}M : Curtis R. Rivers

_SUBJECT - : Dade County Request for Agency Assistance
: Regarding the Death of Johnny Roselll

1. The following is provided for your information and
pertains to an assessment of the information coantained 1in
Office of Security files relevant to the request from the
Dade County Sheriff's Office pursuant to their investigatilon
of the death of Johnny Roselli.: ' ' - .

" 2. The Dade County Sheriff's representatives requested
all Agency information pertaining to several Cuban nationals.
A review of Office of Security indices in this regard dis-
closed the following: ‘

“a. Ramon Don Eestevez Dominquez--Office of
Security records were negative.

b. Rolando Masferrer Rojas--Covert. (36 859)-
and overt (352 772) security files were located
regarding Rolando Arcadio Masferrer (Rojas), aka:
Roland Rojas Masferrer, a Cuban citizen born
12 January ‘1918 in Holgu1n, Cuba. Although
limited national agency checks were conducted on
Subject in January 1950, there is no indication-
that Masferrer was ever "utilized by the Agency.

He is a former Cuban senator and Cuban Comzunist
Party member (expelled in 1945), a former coam-
mander for Batista's private army, and firmly
anti-Castro. The two files contain numerous FBI
reports regarding his activities in connection
with an attempt to invade Cuba in 1960 and a
subsequent effort to invade Haiti in 1967.
Masferrer and 75 of his followers were arrested
in January 1967 in Marathon, Florida, while
preparing for the invasion of Haiti,
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Masferrer claimed that his Haiti invasion : . _

- plot was approved by the U. S. Government (varying =

‘between the CIA and the FBI as thec approving
agency). While the CIA approval claim was untrue,
Agency concern, at the time, centered around the
possibility of unfavorable publicity and the
conmpromise of sources and methods if the Agency
was forced to disprove Masferrer's charges in
"court. A handwritten note in Masferrer's file
revealed that he died in 1975 when his car was
-blown apart by a bomb in Florida. No further
details regarding his death were contained in

his subject files. Since Masferrer has never
been affiliated with the Agency, despite his
claims, 1t is believed that Dade County officials
should be referred to the FBI for information
regarding Masferrer. '

c. Luciana.Nieves--0Office Security files
contain information
regarding Luciano Nieves Mestre, date and place

of birth 6 October 1933, Santa Clara, Cuba.
Nieves was? on 4 February 1966 in
Florida. It was developed that he was a Cuban
national who had been arrested, tried, and
sentenced to 20 years in Cuba for allegedly
being involved in an anti-Castro plot. He was
released in March 1965 after serving approxi-

mately 16 months of his sentence and went to

Spain briefly where he was of interest to the
. In August 1565 he entered the

United States and in November 1965 was contacted
by Directorate of Operations (DDO) representatives,
From November 1965 until approximately January

1966 he was. of operational interest -to the DDO,.

It is noted that the DDO maintains a
201 file (201-788521) regarding Subject and it
is believed that the Office of Security would
have to defer any decision regarding the release
of information concerning Nieves to the DDO., = -




d. Jose de La Torriente--Security rccords . ... i o<esss

_. contain only sparse information provided by the =~~~ = %

Domestic Contact Service in 1970 showing that

one Jose de La Torriente, not further identified,

claimed to have worked for the CIA for many :
. years. An attachment to a 1970 Domestic Contact

Service memorandum containing details of Torriente's

claimed association with the Agency was not con-

tained in Office of Security files. It is

believed that a decision to release information
‘'regarding Torriente would have to be deferred to

the DDO.

e, Jose Quintana--0ffice of Security records
contain no information identifiable with Jose

Quintana.

f. Jaoquin Antonio Cortizo--0ffice of ~ L
Security records.are negative. :

g. _Manola Artimes--Security records contain

overt (611 523) and covert.(210 838). files
‘regarding Manuel Francisco Artime-Buesa. Artime-
Buesa is a former Agency operational asset
utilized by the DDO during the approximate

period 1959-1963. Any decision regarding the
release of information regarding Artime-Buesa or
his present whereabouts should be deferred to the

DDO.

h. AMLASH--Rolando- Cubela (Secades), Agency
cryptonym--AMLASH, - is the subject of the Oifice
‘of Security covert file 101 080..:.. Cubela 1is a
rather celebrated Cuban national and operational
contact of the DDO mentioned throughout both of
the Senate Select Committee assassination Teports.
Although Cubela is identified in the assassina-’
tion reports as AMLASH and his identity has never
been revealed by the Agency, his true iden:iity
has been surfaced in several recent news articles.
A1l information on Cubela in the possession of
the Office of Security would fall within the

.~ purview of the DDO, and it is believed-that any
‘'decision .to release information pertaining to
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Cubela should be deferred to the Latin America
..Division of the DDO. It should be.noted that - -
during their investigation, Senate Select - & & mor—msiedmse
Committee staffers rcviewed Cubela's raw files )
from both the DDO and the Office of Security.

i. Dade County Sheriff's Office repre-
sentatives requested the '"names of the three
Cubans mentioned in the Roselli testimony."

It is believed that the response to this ques-
‘tion should be deferred to the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence since the Office of
Security does not have access to the Rose111

testimony. -

3. Additionally, the Dade County Sheriff's Office repre-
sentatives ask for all Agency information pertaining to several
individuals of unknown citizenships, but believed to be U. S. _
citizens. A review of the Office of Security indices in this
regard disclosed the following:

a. Fred Black--Office of Security records
revealed only newspaper clippings contained in
the Robert G. Baker subject file (260 273)
showing that Fred B. Black, Jr., a consultant
with North American Aviation, was a close
friend and business associate of '"Bobby'" G.
Baker. Black was mentioned repeatedly 1in the
news media coverage of Senate investigations
of Baker in the early 1960's. While Black's
citizenship is undetermined, it is probable.
that he is a U. S. citizen. T :

b. Edward Morgan--A covert security file
- (46 394) wWas located regarding Edward Pierpont
Morgan, date and place of birth 28 May 1913,
~ St. Louis, Missouri., Morgan, a U. S. c1t12en
-and former FBI agent from 1941-1945, was
granted a Clearance on 2 Feb-
ruary 1951 for use as a ‘‘cut out' in connection




The Clearance was amended and
-.approved 1n March 1951 to include Morgan's usc - . .< ...
in providing covert legal support for opera- T

tions in the form of a "cut out'", legal advice,

transmission of funds, and other assistance of .

a legal nature in connection with DDO projects. :

Since Subject may have been utilized by the DDO,

it is felt that any decision to release infor-

mation rcgardlng Morgan should be deferred to

_the DDO.

It is noted that while only the afore- )
mentioned subject file exists regarding Morgan, '
in his capacity as Robert A._Maheu's personal
attorney, Morgan is mentioned sporadically in
the Maheu, Harvey, and Roselli files. In 1967
Maheu was interviewed and advised that he had
briefed Morgan regarding the details of his -
involvement in the Agency-sponsored Castro -
assassination plots. Morgan's current asso-
ciation with Maheu, professional and/or personal,
1s unknown. Morgan 1s currently practicing law
in the District of Columbia law firm of Welch

and Morgan,

c. Joseph Shimon--No Office of Security
subject file exists regarding Joseph Shimon,
aka: Joseph Shiman. However, he is mentioned °
in the Johnny Roselli file as a personal friend
of Roselli. It 1s further noted in the Roselll
file that Shimon knew Maheu, but the nature and
extent of their off1c1al/SOC1al relationship 1s
unknown, Shimon is described as a former
District of Columbia Metropolitan Police Depart-
‘ment (MPD) inspector who was discharged from the
D.C. MPD as a result of a conviction involving

wiretapping activities.

4. To date, no decision has been made as to the type and
form of response to be made to the Dade County Sheriff's Office -
Additionally, a formal request to the Office of ‘

Tequest.
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Security has not been received. Office of Security files have
been searched and pertinent information reviewed. Pending a .

decision as to what form the response, if any, will take, it—~¢

is recommended that the Office of Security files containing
information pertinent to the request be retained in a readily
available status and no further action be taken at this time,

2

_ Curtis R. Rivers
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