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Editor 
The Miami Herald 
One Herald Plaza 
Miami, Florida 

Dear Sir: 

No one with the faintest interest in current events has 
ever had any doubts as to the power of the press to mold, 
for better or for worse, public opinion. Rarely has there 
been a more flagrant abuse of this power than the campzign 
of distortion and out and out falsehood which the Knight- 
Ridcler newspapers have unleashed in opposition to the Petit- 
ion for Commutation of Sentence filed on behalf of Valentin 
Hernandez. 

This distortlon is best personifled by the Mizmi Herald 
editorial of 3ecember 2, entitled, "No Pardon!," a mean- 
spirited piece of yellow journalism reminiscent in ;attics, 
if not ideology, of the worst of the McCarthy Era. 

As %he Herald knew all too well, or should, with the Barest 
minimum of investigation, have known, Mr. Hernandez at no 
time requested a pardon. To the contrary, he requested a 
commutation of sentence. This woi~ld have removed the 25 year 
mandatory minimum provision of his sentence, and placed any 
possible release date squarely up to the discretion of tne 
Parole and Probation Commission. It would in no way have 
guaranteed his release, but would have allowed the Commission 
to consider this at some future date, evaluating all aspects 
of the case at that time, including the crime itself as well 
as any possible offsetting factors, such as rehabilitation. 

A S  The Herald also knew, a pardon would have had the effect 
of excusing Mr. Hernaneez frorn-any and all future consequences 
of his conviction. This was never Mr. Hernandez's intent. aga i r .  
' ~ l t h o u ~ h  serious questions as to the character of some witnesses/ 
him remain, he has accepted his conviction under the American 
system of justice, and applied for appropriate relief as pro- 
vided for under that same system. 



F a r d o n  w o u l d ,  i n d e e d ,  P i n : i p p ~ - o p r i : i  tt' ';I t h i s  case?. The 
H e r a l d ' s  d i s t o r t i o n  of t h t ?  t r u c  n : i t u ro  or' t h e  p e t i t i c 1 n  c a n  
o n l y  h a v e  b e c n  d e s i g ~ l e d  t o  o u t r a g e  p u b l i d  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h u s  
u n d u l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  d e : i s i o n .  

T h e r e  a r e  s o  many u n t F u t h r  a n d  i n a c c u r : 3 c i e s  i n  t h e  K n i g h t -  
R i d d e r  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a d d r e s s  them a 1 1  
i n  t h i . s  f o r m a t .  F o r  e x a m p l e :  J e s u s  L a z d ,  t h e  man named t y  
The  H e r a l d  a s  M r .  I i e r n a n d e z ' s  c o p ( > r p e t r a t o r ,  i s  s a i d  by The 
H e r a l d  t o  h a v e  b e c n ,  " c o n v  i c t,ct(l i 1 1  * ~ b s l ) n c  i a .  " T h c  f a c t  i s 
t h a t  Lazo  h a s  n e i t h e r  b e e n  c o n v ; c t c c !  nor. t r i e d ;  h e  i.la.: t-l~e:, 
c o n v i c t e d  t o  d a t e  by no o n e  ot,:ler t h a n  the Knight-Riclder .  
n e w s p a p e r s .  

Some o f  t h e  o t h e r  i n a c c u r a c i c : ;  ; i re  f a r  K A I - ~ ?  i:irn:igirlg, :,orlc ~ 3 1 ' 0  

s o  t h a n  t h e  d e p i c t i o r l  o f  Luc ia l lo  N i e v e s  a s  a p a c i f i s t  who u a s  
e x e c u t e d  i n  c o l d  b l o o d  f o r  ! ' h o l d i n g  v i f , w s  t h a t  were  not,  viol^^.+^ 
e n o u g h u ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  he  " C a v o r c d  Americal l -Cuban d e t e n t e .  'I I n  
r e a l i t y ,  N i e v e s ,  a  f o r m e r  C a p t a i n  i l l  C a d t r o t s  a rmy who e n j o y e d  
c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  F i c i c l  h i m s e l f ,  was a b e l l i c o s e ,  a g r e s s i - ~ e  i r ? ( ! i v -  
i d u a l  w i t h  :i pr:nchnnt f o r  s t a r t i n , . :  l o u d  p o l i t i c a l  a r g u r n e n t r  i r l  
p u b l i c  p l a c e s .  Rather l,han b e i t l g  " ~ t a l k c c i ' ~  by " a  c o l d - b l o o d ( ? . _ !  
p o l i t i c a l  a s s s s s i r l l ' ,  h,: was s h o t  by a  t h i r d  p a r t y  after a  b r i e f  
s t r u g g l e  l l e a r  h i s  car. l ' h c  t h i r d  ~ \ - ~ r - t y  3 1  s o  wounded i1cri :sndez.  
I n s i d e  N i e v e s '  s c L ; i r  : t l ' t e r w a r d s ,  p o l i c e  f ' o u ~ d  s f u l l y  l o a d e d  ..LC, 
s u g g e s t i n g  t , h a t  t,he " l \ a  cai Y i  :; t,'! ri.3 ~ ~ ! i i ~ c i  h i c' l l : i r ,  i g h  t, b+> 
t h e  o n e  c u r r e n t l y  s e e k  ink ;  :.l elneP::.j . 

A S  t o  t h e  c.liarlac t e r i  ;..,a t ioli o L' V a l  , 211  t i f 1  llts1':1~rt1!e~ h s  ,-i 'I t e r r o r i s t  " 
" p o l i t i c a l  a s s a s s i l l " ,  e t  c .  , Mr. [ i e r ~ i n n d e z  h a s  s t e a d i ' a s ~ l y  d e n i e d  
a n y  s u c h  a l l e g a t i o n s  t , h l * o u g h o u t  t i le  y e a r s ,  n o r  h a s  n e  heen  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  a n y  suc l l  c r i m e s .  T n d e e d ,  t h o r t  who h a v e  t h u s  a c c u s e d  
him a r e  a n  u n s a v o r y  1 ,  i n c l u d i n g  two N i e v e s  a s s o c i ; r t e s  ( a n d  
w i t n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  H 2 r n a n d e z )  l a t e r  a r r e s t e d  by t h e  F B I  a s  C o m ~ u n -  
i - s t  a g e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a:; a n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a n a r c h i s t  a n d  ~ r s ~ n i s t  
whose  a rm was blown o f f  w h i l e  p l - a c i n g  a n  i n c e n d i a r y  d e v i c e .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  F a b i o  
A l o n s o ,  was l a t e r  t w i c e  c o n v i c t e d  o f  n a r c o t i c s  t r a f f i c k i n g  
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o n g o i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Mr. H e r n a n d e z  j '1.eely a d m i t s  b e i n g  a n  a n t i - i r s t r o  a c c i v i z t ,  w h i l e  
d e n y i n g  e v e r  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y  t , e r r o r i : : t  a c t i v i t i ? ~ .  O b v i c ~ i s -  
l y ,  many r e s p o n s i b l e  members o f  t h e  Cuban communit,y b e l i e v e  h i m .  
To impugn t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  by l a b e l i n g  them a s  
s u p p o r t , e r s  o f  t e r r o r i s n i ,  a s  t h e  K n i f y h t - R i d d e r  e d i t o r i a l s  h a v e  
d o n e  , i s  t , c ~  (:a;; t t ~ l i  ur1i 'o~~t,11113 I,(' :; l u  r up011 t i l e  e n t i r e  C u t a n  
communi ty  . 



i r 
+,P h o n o r ,  a n d  r i g h t i ' u ? l y  o a ,  t l ie  c o n c e p t  of' a f r e e  p r e s s  
in o u r  s o c i e t y .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  p r e s s  t o  be  t r u l y  f r e e ,  
i t ,  mus t  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e  news t a i l o r e d  i n  s u c h  a manr-er a s  
t o  reflect o n l y  t h e  vi?ws e s p o u s e d  by t , I i o s ~  w r i t i n g ,  o r  
a s s i g n i n g ,  t h e  s t o r y .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  


