STATEMENT OF ALEJANDRO JOSE GONZALEZ
TAKEN BY NATHANIEL L. BARONE, JR.
AT THE DADE COUNTY JAIL, TUESDAY,

<> FEBRUARY 28, 1978 AT 4:05 O'CLOCK P.M.

ALEJANDRO JOSE GONZALEZ
VALENTIN HERNANDEZ
NATHANIEL L. BARONE, JR. (Narrator)

Attorney at Law representing
Valentin Hernandez

777 N.E. 79th Street
Miami, Florida 33138"

BARONE: Sir, would you please identify yourself.

:§ONZALEZ: My name is Alejandro Jose Gonzalez, Jr.,
Date of birth, January 28, 1954.

HERNANDEZ: My name is Valentin Hernandez. I am in the

Dade County Jail, 6th Floor, 6A2 Cell. My date of birth is
November 8, 1942.

BARONE: Mr. Alejandro, is Valentin Hernandez present here

with your consent and permission?

GONZALEZ: Yes.

BARONE: Do you wish to make this statement in his presence

. GONZALEZ: Yes, I do. . ...

'BARONE: Do you realize that if you wish, I could have him

excluded from the room and it is not necessary that he be hgré?

GONZALEZ: Nah (phonetic), he can stay here.. 7

BARONE: Do you have ény objection to being placed under
oath to give this statement’to me, sir?

GONZALEZ: No, I don't.

BARONE: Allright, please raise your right hand.

Do you solemly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing but the

truth, so help you God?
GONZALEZ: I do.

BARONE: Now for the record, please state your name
again.

GONZALEZ: Alejandro Jose Gonzalez, Jr.
BARONE: Allright, sir, are you presently incarcerated

in the Dade County Jail and, if so, for what charge?

N
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GONZALEZ: For lst degree murder. One count.

BARONE: Could you give me the case number and the Judge

that is currently handling this matter.

T

GONZALEZ: Police Case Number is 26747-T and I was ar-
rested under Warrant Number 77-198,Violation of the Florida
Statutes §782.04 and my judge is Paul Baker.

BARCNE: Do yoﬁ know the case number in front of Judge
Baker?

GONZALEZ: No, I don't.

BARONE: Mr. Alejandro, you have an attorney representing

you in this matter. Could you give me his name’and address, if

you know it;, .sir?.
GONZALEZ: His name is Allen Berman, I don't know his

address but his phone number is 665-1900.

BARONE : Sir, you realize that if you want you certainly

have the right to that attorney or any other attorney being

present for this statement. Do you wish to have him present oxr

do you waive such a right.
GONZALEZ: I waive the right.

BARONE: And it is my understanding that you are agreeable
to not having an attorney here--is that correct, sir?

GONZALEZ: . That is correct.

BARONE: Sir, could you please clarify exactly your.

atto:ney's'name.- Is it Berman or Beckman?
GONZALEZ: Beckman. B-E-C-K-M-A-N.

BARONE: Does your attorney know that you are giving

this statement here today?
GONZALEZ: No, sir.

BARONE: When did you first become acquainted with

Valentin Hernandez.

GONZALEZ: Uh;approximatelyzszrz. in the sixth floor,

4

he was placed in the 6aA3 Cell and I was in 6A2 and it was on a

Monday night. I was fixing to go to Bible Study. I was accident.

met him due to the fact that he is Spanish speaking like I am and
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we just started conversation. A regular conversation.
BARONE: So, it's then my understanding that you met him

herxe in the Dade County Jail and you did not know him prior to

‘that?
GONZALEZ: That's correct.

BARONE: At any>time while you and he have been in-
carcerated at the Dade County Jail, has he discussed the case or
the charges currently peﬁding against him, outside of the fact tha’
he too is charged with First Degree Murder?

GONZALEZ: No, sir. Not at all.

BARONE: Are you two currently physically in the same cell
- or the .
which is 6A2 in the Dade County.Sheriff's, uh,/Dade County Jail.

GOMNZALEZ: Yes, we are.

BARONE: And how long have you been in the same cell?
GONZALEZ: Approximately, about four and one-half months.
BARONE: .Did there come a time when anyone came to see

you to discuss with you certain facts concerning Valentin

Hernandez, and if so, explain?

GONZALEZ: Yes. Approximately about four to five weeks'

before Christmas, Detectives Riva, in charge in my case in company

—

| with Fabio_ Alonso.came to advise me of the facts. There was a
——————— _ .

present investigation concerning 2 more murders count against me
and then we just start talking and Detective Riva just mentioned

the name of Valentin Hernandez and if I knew him. ' And I admitted

that I knew him, .that we was in the same cell at the time. And,
then we begin to talk. As a matter of .fact, he start talking
concerning that if I. willing to cooperate;at that point he just

didn'tmentioned what kind of cooperation he expect me to give. So,

I see myself in the hard position due to the fact that he explain

to me the situation and charges pending. Like explaining to me

that it was a hard charge that I was facing.

with.

Not easy to get away
That they had enough proof to send me to the chair and I

that I should help myself; that I was the ohly one that could help
myself and that all my co-defendants is blaming the murder on me.

nd that I should, you know, cooperate for the benefit of myself.

to
o ;
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BARONE: Now, prior to Detective Charles Rivas and Fabio
Alonso coming to see you at that time, uh, did your attorney
know that they were coming to see you to discuss these charges
currently pending against you and other charges?

GONZALEZ: Well, at the time I could see that my attorney

was not aware of that unexpected visting and after we finish the
interview, right then I asked one of the jail guards to allow me
td make a phone call to my attorney, which he complained abouf but
he let me have it, so I called my attorney, Allen Beckﬁan and I

informed him that I had Charlie Rivas and Fabio Alonsd right in
front of me; thaE they c;;;\ISSEIﬁg—gi;\;;;;-zggg;;SEIZh and tried
to scare me a little bit with 2 other counts, murder, and I put
Charlie Rivas on the phoneband he talked to my attorney, Allen

Beckman and they agreed, Charlié Rivas. and Fabio Alonso, agreed to
pass by my attorney's office the same dayl' |

BARONE: Would that be to discuss your case?

GONZALEZ: I don't know. I belive that was to start

working on the cooperation.

BARONE: Approximately. how long did this first inter-

view with Rivas and Alonso take?

GONZALEZ: I would say between 45 minutes and 1 hour.

BARONE: Was there anyone else presenﬁ besides AlonsoA
and Rivas? |

GONZALEZ: No, we got to the point that when I first got
down, I started complaining because I did not want to speak to
any police without my attorney present and whatever; and they
calmed me down and they let me out in the room, in the front

lobby, and then just Fabio Alonso and Charlie Rivas, just us

three.

BARONE: Did they advise you at that time what Mr.

Hernandez was charged with?
GONZALEZ: Yes, Charlie Rivas told me after he mentioned
the name Hernandez, if I knew him, and I admit it, then he told

me that Hernandez was the one who killed Luciano Nieves in the

parking lot of the hospital. In Gables.




BARONE: At that first interviuw, did #abio Alonso make
any comment about his feelings or sentiment towards ir. Hernandez?

GONZALEZ: Wel;, first thing Fabio Alonso started talking
is that he start to explain to me what the benefits I will get
for my cooperation, he started to explain to me how much immunity
‘ge. So he éiva me the wholé explanation, like a new identity, a
salary, get me éut of town, police protection, and.everything
involving fuli immunity. And then, we continued the interview,
me and Rivas and at the end he told me that Valentin Hernandez--
to be carefﬁl of him because he was a son-of-a-bitch; and that he
was a cngapie. political, meaning that he like to keep brain-
washing to yohng people like me, to do whatever he please with.

BARONE: Then it's my understanding that they agreed to
give you complete immunity on the first degree murder charge which
is currently pending in front.of Judge Baker, is that correct?

GONZALEZ: Right. 1In my charge he has told me that

that the immunity called for the Valentin Hernandez charge,too.

BARONE: Did they mention .anything about the other two
cases of murder that they Ehought you were involved in--if ydu
would have immunity concerning that also?

GONZALEZ: Well, he told me that they will forget about
it. |

BARONE: Was there any mention made as part of your

irmunity contract with the Government, would also require you to

testify against co-defendants in the case you are currently

charged with.

GONZALEZ: Yes, that is one of the main points--to

testify against both of my co-defendants and also to testify

against Valentin Hernandez.
BARONE: Could you give me the names of the co-defendants
in the case that you are currently in front of Judge Baker with.

GONZALEZ: One is Diego Cabrera and the other one is

Senen Britos (phonetic).
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BARONE - Concerning zhe Valentzin vernandes Ccase, just

.o

“hat dld they expect You to tcf‘tity o !Ii[‘.cc YO\\ have told me

)

you did not know Hernandez before you cazme o the Dade County Jail1

3

GONZALEZ: Well, I explained almost the same to Detective
Rivas. that I didn't have any close relation Qith Valentin Hernandez
and he told me that I don't need no relation with him, that I was
pretty‘smart enough to get in myhands whatever I want and to get
_together-the piéces that I need to cooperate and to help myself.
So, I asked him what he really mean about it and from my under-—
standing and my point of view, he means to get like just a little

bit and to fabricate the rest so I can put together the statement
against Valentin Hernandez. .

BARONE: Now, who was making this explanation to you,
Rivas or'Alonso?

GONZALEZ: Charlie Rivas.

BARONE: Outside of the immunity, did they use any

other arqument or were you threatened in any other way other than

the other two murder charges.

. GONZALEZ: Well, yes in this case that I got pending now

they are, he told me that there is no way I could away, that it
is the chair, the Qegtfhfpér;alty,l; could get and-that I. will get- -
it if I was.found guilty.on this charge.

BARONE: Well, did he give you an indication that if you
didn't cooperate and that if you were convicted,* he would do all

that he could to see that you got the electric chair?

GONZALEZ: From my point of view, yes. As a matter of

fact, I got into the argument with him which I first state to him
that I don't want to get into my.case due to the fact that he
already fabricated.a statement against me which he say that I
made which is not true--that I can prove everything and I can

prove and I am willing to prove in the future in the court and I

mentioned to him thal -his: partner, - the one that went to get me

to get me to California for the extradition process, Peter Carradc
I read his deposition and he fabricate everything against me, like
in a statement that I made; that I made a statement, such things

that I had never said to him and T explained to him that situatior
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that I don't want no more tricks, that I don't want that I've been
tricked too many times and he told me that everthing that we talke.
there he keep it as long as I cooperate. So what I understand fro:

that point is that if I do not cooperate, he will continue to
fabricate or to do anything in his power to go against me,
BARONE: Outside of Mr. Alonso and Mr. .Rivas, is there
any other persons that have been involved in this effort to get
you to testify or to get information against Valentin Hernandez?
GONZALEZ: Well, from what I can see, I believe Bob Kaye,

the State Prosectitor wh6 happen to be the same prosecutor is takin
care of the charxrge of Valentin Hernandez, is taking care of my
charge too. My lawyer took the position in a situation iike a
contact person, I wasn't allowed to talk to Rivas or to Alonso
any more time.. As a matter of fact, a couple of time I asked to
my lawyer that I want to talk to Rivas again to see how.far these
people was willing to go against me if I did not cooperate and
he refused to give me contact with these people. All the time he
do and say, I'll call him, I'1l tell him, I'll ask him, so he was
like a third.pexson involved and then he just starting bringing
messages fFom.Bob Kaye to me and from me td him, I belieQe, and
because he say, Well, I talk to Bob Kaye today and he told me
such ana such and that's the people I believe is really involved
in this. j |

BARONE: Now, the messages that your attorney gave you
concefning Mr. Kayé, how many times have you talked to your
attorney concerning this irmunity proposition and if you can
remember, how many different conversations did you have with your
attorney concerning Mr. Kaye and what is Mr. Kaye'supposed to have

told your attorney.

GONZALEZ: O.K. First of all, to that day that I had the

interview with Charlie. Rivas and Detective Alonso, the next day

I called my lawyer and he told me that Alonso came by his office
alone and that he explained to him what he wanted me to do and
then my lawyer talked to Kaye, I believe, to see what I was going

to be * Kaye was refusing to go along-with Fabio Alonso

*unintelligable
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and Rlvas concerning the immunity ‘7 ™Y behalf and Alonso and |
Rivas told my lawyer that they will do anything they can to make
Kaye, Bob Kaye, give me the immunity, that as a matter of fact,
that they put together, I don't know, some kind of paper, might
be a motion or might be some petitlon or whatever, I don't know,
he Jjusttold me that they put some paper together as a request,
that they was going‘to take it to Attorney General Greskin, at
that time he was the District Attorney in Dade and they was will-
1né to do whatever to make Bob Kaye give me the immunity because
they réally want my cooperation against Valentin Hernandez.

BARONE:; Were you told this on one occasion or on

nunerous occcaslons?
‘ GONZALEZ: It was on numerous occasions,

BARONE: How many times would you say that your lawyer

has talked to you concerning the immunity and you testifying

against Mr, Hernandez?

GONZALEZ: Well,I can say from the first moment that

Alonso and Rivas came to see me, I used to speak to my lawyer

approximately twice or three times a week. Every week. And

every conversation 1s concerning the situation, if I was going to
cooperate or if I was ready or if I had an oral statement agalnst
Hernandez.v

BARONE: Did anybody ever indicate to you how you’
could obtain a statement from Mr, Hefnandez or make any recomﬁenda~
tion that you go through his personal papers to get information
so that you could make up a statement?

GONZALEZ: Yes, at one time my lawyer came with a deal
that Bob Kaye was willing to glve me the 1mmun1t§ that 1if I can
get some evldence to incriminate Valentin Hernandezj that he has
write, in his own handwriting; and as a matter of fact, I ex-
plained to my lawyer that Valentin Hernandez was a very stralght
person, in the cell, that he don't play around with other inmates;

that he don't go into other inmate's bunks, so he told me that

that was no problem at all, that he could arrange to have a search

done on the cell and have looking like, and make it look like the

8.
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iome other source of informatl
nARGNE; And what about ¢t

whlch would help you put together o statement against Mr,

PO

Hmrrardesz. Did anyone glve you any idea how you could obtain
that lnt;r:atlon or if they would supply it to you or if you were
to make Mr. Hernandez talk to you--just how was this supposed to
come about?

GONZALEZ: O0.K. First, they told me that I could make
Mr. Hernandez, like make a éonfesslon to me, and-I insist that
that wvmas impossibdle pecause ny relationship with Valentin Hernande
is . just concernlng, practlcally we can say 1s educational relatlor
ship be;ause we Just base as conversation in history and books
or movies, Just routine, nothing concerning any case that we are
involved this time, sd I explained all that over and over and over
and my lawyer once told me that it is hafd to bellieve that he,
Valentln. did not make a confession to me; that he hasn't played
the macho part, you know, making the confession, so thén I remenbe
that with the interview Rlvas tolﬁ me that I could obtain theln-
formation juét by it look like a helping him and read over his
statement or whatever papers ﬁe has so I can obkaih the general
????”9?9,§§;I9289t,aboutnthe,resﬁifbecanse”by”thé’tlhé’I’gét”ﬁb”””’”

Court to testify I wlll be prepared enough to cooperate to do the
things right. '
BARONE: In other words, you would be well prepared so
your statement would be bellevable, is that what you're sayling?
GONZALEZ. Yes. Exactly, that's what I mean.

BARONE: Now, during the time of your first interview
with Alonso and Rlvas, has any pressure been lncréqsed upon you
to give this statement or has 1t been just something that's been
qulet? Could you give me the benefit of that?

GONZALEZ: Well, I believe there has been a lot of
pressure due to the fact that any time I make a phone call to talk
to my lawyer, Jjust a routlne phone call, ﬁhat I can say, Jjust to
find out how my case is golng, whatever, the first thing to éome

up, do you got, have Valentin made the statement, do you got any-

thing yet, as soon as you got anything ready, let me know, I wlll
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put thls wheel golng on, and things l1ike that and recommendation

and my lawyer, he 1s very stralght person, I cannot say that he 1is

part}of this gang or this 1lnjustice gang, what I say, he Jjust
made the recommendatlon ﬁhat if I can really obtaln the informa-
tion from Valentin Hernandez, that I just go right ahead and do
the deal, that it would be a fair deal.

 BARONE: Then to your understanding if you were to

make a statement against Mr, Hernandez, you would 1in fact then

recelve immunity. Have you been promised that or is it something

that is a supposition on your part?

| "

GONZALEZ: Well, first of all it was a promlse because
they made the promise of the immunity with my full coperation whic
consists in the statement against Vglentin Hernandez, 1nfqrmation |

concerning the situation and location of Jesus Lazo and concerning

the case of Periyeros and Gonzalez Cartas, too.

BARONE: In other words, they wanted you to obtaln ad-
ditional information other than Hernandez' possible involvement
in the Nieves case, such as a murder involving one Periyeros,
one Jose Gonzalez Cartas, also some informatlion concerning the
possible whereabouts of the co-defendant in Hernandez case known

as Jesus lazo, i1s that correct?

GONZALEZ: Yes, it'!s correct. As a matter offact,

they offerred me all the help I could use to obtaln that informa-

tion from Jesus lLaso. AS a matter of fact, they iformed me that

they knew that Jesus lazo was under the protectinn of some other
government and that he was hiding around here some place in the
Dade Coﬁnty area, from the Ambassador from Chile, they Just want
me to verify if that was true 50 that they can go and take him
away from there. And, right now to this polnt, I'm in the
positlﬁn that everybody is walting on me, Bob Kaye 1s just walt-

ing on me, all I have to do 1s Just call my lawyer and tell him

that I've got what they want and he be right here quick, Fast

in a Hurry, to glve me all kind of supplies or whatever I need

to obtain the information.

BARONE: Well, what do you mean by suppliss or

whatever you need to obtain the information?

GONZALEZ: Well, what I mean is they told me that if 1t was

necessary for me to fake llke 1 wa: getting ont on dond ar 1ike

[
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I was going to get another 1ie detector teas or I WAS 801n8 v
go to the eye doctor, or some kind of excuse I could make tO get

out of the cell for a day and Valentin Hernandez don't see me

like I look susplclious. They will be come and get me and get me

out to whatever the location; as a matter of fact, they told me
to work on, to talk to Valentin, that I was going to get a bond
so to see if he give me some information that I can get in con-
tact wlfh some people, to see If I can get to right locatimn of
Lazos that they was wllling to get me out of here, from the Dade
County Jall and escort me to wherever Lazo wasj; they go with me
so they can make the arrest and after that, that they won't bring
me back.to Dade County Jall, that they will put me in a Federal
faclility or some other place untll the deal 1s worked over.,
ﬁABONE: I assume that since you're giving me this

statement, that you have declined to get involved on this Federal

- Protection Plan and the testifying against Mr. Hernandez. 1Is

that correct?

GONZALEZ: Well, that's correcﬁ. I played the game
along with these people, like I say before, because I want to
find out exactly what they want from me so after they insist
from all that information I keeplng refusing and telling them
the truth that Valentin Hernandez hasntt made any statement to
me to 1ncr1m1nafe himself whatsoever; he hasn't told ne than he
is charged with the same charge I am, First Degree. He hasn't
told>me one word concerning the Nleves case or the Periyeros
case or Gonzalez Cartas or Lazo; he hasn't mentioned any of those
people. We haven't talked about them so I tried to explain to

my lawyer that it 1s hard for me to get that information; that I

did the best I could, that I couldnt*t get it and then a new deal

came up,

BARONE: Which was what?

GONZALEZ: Well, they told me to forget about the
handwriting of Valentin Hernandez incriminating himself, to
forget about the locatlion of Iazo; that all I had to do was Just

to make that statement and testify agalnst Valentin Hernandez

and I wlll get 18 months sentence on my charge, countlng.the

11.
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other cases,

BARONE: Have you accepted that last proposition or

do you intend to decline that?

GONZALEZ: Well, I intend to decline that proposition;

there 1s no way I can commlt the samehuustlce they are doing but

I‘m"still playing the géme along with them and
the last time I talked to my lawyer, I told him that I haVe#'t
make up my mind yet; that I don't know, that I haven't got &he
information yet, that I might get it, that as soon as I get it,
I'1l let him know and he told me that thaﬁ would be fine; that
i got hls phone number from home, that as soon as I get it to

call him and let him know so he can get thls wheel going.

BARONE: Has your case ever been continued or post-

poned for any reason that you know of?

 GONZALEZ: Well, my case has been continued and

postponed a nﬁmber of times for unkncwn greasons, 1lilke tney play

some games, like I belleve my lawyer told me that (unintelligable

e

to take the test, on things that I got on thls Flrst Degree

Murder case which I agree on 1t because that 1s part of my defens

WV

to prove my innocence in this case, and I went and took the 1lie

detector test; I passed from the beginning to the end and he told
me that I would be held for a bond, for my defense and all that
thing, and‘after all this has been going, 1 have come to the
conclusion that the only reason they sent me to thé lle detector
test was to see If 1 was capable to tell ﬁhe truth or maybe to
pass 1t so 1n case 1t was necessary for me to take a lle detector
test on the Valentin Hernandez case,

BARONE: How did the polilce officers, or how did

your attorney indicate to you that they planned to make your

statement hold up in court.
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GONZALEZ: Well, my lawyer told me that maybé, maybe,
that I might take a lie detector test to pass whatever informatior
I give concerning Valentin Hernandez case, but probably that won't
be necessary and he also told me that if I can get him to talk
about the case, that I could let him know and I could be wired
and walk into my cell with a microphone on my chest so they can
record Valentin Hernandez conversation to incriminate himself.

BARONE: Did anybody ever give you an inclination or ever
make a direct statement that if you needed additional information

concerning Valentin Hernandez' charge, that they would supply it

to you.

-

GONZALEZ: Well, from my understanding, yes. Charlie

Rivas told me that if I need any additional information, I can
go through his paper and at the same time after I put the state-

ment together by the time I get to court, I will be ready for

my statement to be good enough, and my testimony to be good enoug:

to go against Valentin Hernandez.

BARONE: Has all this pressure that you have been sub-
jected to .... end of tape.

THIS IS A CONTINUATION OF THE STATMENT OF
ALEJANDRO GONZALEZ, TAKEN ON FEBRUARY 28, 1978 BY NATHANIEL L.

BARONE, WITH VALENTIN HERNANDEZ PRESENT.

BARONE: Allright, so would you please continue. Allrigh

please state your name again and continue with the last question

that we were on before the tape ended.

GONZALEZ: O0.K. My name is Alejandro Jose Gonzalez, Jr.

and will you repeat the question.

BARONE: Yes, do you feel that this pressure that you
have been subjected to has had any effect upon you mentally or
physically?

GONZALEZ: Yes. Yes, to the point that before all ﬁhis

cooperation deal came up, I was very allucinated (phonetic) like

you can say, that my lawyer one time he even told me to call ny

people and have my people rcady to put my bond, that he was

going to get me a bond, that itwas easy to do, they throw the gra

jury indictment away, that Bake: should, don't refuse to give



~your case. Do you understand that?

me a bond and all that I was, like we can say, dreaming. After

this deal start, all hopes for bond and probably for trial,

for a speedy trial has been over.

BARONE: Mr. Gonzalez, we didn't include this on the
beginning of this tape but I would like to verify again for you
this tape,’as you know, is a statement given by you under oath.
Any statement made by you, even to an attorney other than your

own, could be admitted in court against you and could be in-

criminating if you made any admissions or any statement concerning

GONZALEZ: Yes, I do understand.

BARONE: And we did discuss that prior to this statement

being given, is that not correct?

GONZALEZ: Yes, I do understand. That's correct.

BARONE: Now, did you make this statement freely and

voluntarily and of your own free will and without out promise

or without .any threats?
GONZALEZ: Yes, that's correct.

BARONE: Who, in fact was it that advised Mr. Hernandez

of the proposal that had been made to you about this immunity

”p;opositonfandfalifthe*fHCfS”Wﬁiéh”y6ﬁﬂﬁé§é7£é§£ified to here.now?

Who advised Mr. Hernandez of the immunity that you were offered?
How did Mr. Hernandez find out?
GONZALEZ: Well, first, I " wait far as this go
and I went to Hernandez and I told him that I want to speak to
him and his lawyer at the same time; that I want his lawyer to be
present, that I want both .to be aware of some situation that has
come up concerning some cooperation in his éase involving me.
BARONE: And is it not true thaﬁ based on tﬁat request

by vou that I come by, that you did in fact come down to be in-

terviewed by me with two other attornevs, which would be Attorney

John Berk and Bruce Wagner.
GONZALEZ: Yes, that's correct.

BARONE: And is it not a fact that you discussed what

you have testified hereto with those two lawyers outside of the

—
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presence of Mr. Hernandez and myself.

GONZALEZ: Yes, that's correct.

BARONE: And after, I don't know what they discussed with
you, but after that conversation, that's when you came into the
interview room and advised myself and Mr. Hernandez as to these
promises of immunity and threats against you for the electric
chair and possibly prosecution into other homicides, is that
correct, sir?

GONZALEZ: Yes, that's correct.

'BARONE: Now, on the case which you are currently standin
trial on, or facing trial on, in front of Judge Baker, is there

anything .in relation to the proposition made to you by Alonso

and Rivas that you want to discuss or that you would care to call

to my attention?

GONZALEZ: Well, I feel that when they first getting to

my case in the conversation concerning my case, that I explained

to Detective Rivas concerning Detective Peter Corrado about his

false statement against mysélf and all the evidence that he
fabricate. He told me that, don't worry“about thié, that Peter
Corrado woh't testify, that he is out bf‘the department and I
explained to him that and told him that don't try to make me
afraid about this electric chair because they has make a lot of
mistake in my case. Like, number one, before I was afrested,
thertwo witnesses that I got against myself, they positively
identify~another guy By the name oﬁ Enrigue Maures (phonetic)
which Judge Ellen Morphonious let go and after that she ordered

a new photograph lineup, in the one my picture: I assume was there,
and the witness again once more identify another person which
happen to be me, and I explained to him that the‘witness has

made six different statements concerning £hi5 case and they have
said different situations concerning this case and concerning mej;
for example, like at first they say that I shot once, then in the
second one they say, they don't know for.sure if I shot, then on

the other one, they say that I did not shdt, and so on, and on
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and on. And, they both took a lie detector test and they flunk
it too, they didnt pass. I Pass.mine. One of my co-defendants
out on a $20,000 bond; I haven't been able to get a bond, either
that amount or higher or lower or whatever, they hayen't give ne
a bord and my other co-defendant is here, he has been getting in
touch with me at least maybe once a week or once every two weeks
and he insists iﬁ talking to me, like to see what he can get out
of me some information Concerning family, concerning myself,
concerning this case, he's trying to keep me brain-washed or,
I don't know, I just feel scared to this point, I don't know who
to trust, who to talk to, who to believe, ox who not to believe.
BARONE: Were you ever given anj reason why you were
denied a bond by‘your attorney or by the court itself?

GONZALEZ: Yes, he gave me a reason--a very poor reason.

Uh, he said my co-defendant, Diego Cabrerra, they give him a -bond
because he had local ties, which I'm not, and that's what he
believed because I was extradited from California. It's true
that I was living in the State of Califofnia, I livé in the
State of California for 100 days; I have been in this country
since 1968 and all that time, 7 yars or more, I have been living
in the State of Florida, in Dade County, in Miami, and I do got

local ties.

BARONE: Have you ever jumped bond or failed to show

up in court if you were on a bond before?

GONZALEZ: Yes, I was on a bond once. I jumped bond,

I mean they put it like I jumped bond. I went to the State of
California for two week vacation and when I came back, my
bondsman revoked the bond and I went back to Court in front of
Judge Alfonso C.. Sepe; I proved to him that I made several phone
calls from the State of California to my bondsman to aware him
that I was in the State of California; that I was willing to

coming back, that I was coming back in the week coming and didn't

believe so and when I came back, I went to straight to see him

le6.
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to let him know, to let him see me physically, that I was here in
pade County again and just revoked my bond, but after two wzeks

incarcerated Alfonso C. Sepe, he let me go again.

BARONE: Let me ask you this Mr. Gonzalez, you speak w. "~

a heavy accent. I assume that you are foreign born, is that

correct?

GONZALEZ: Yes, that's correct. I'm born in Havana,

Cuba.

BARONE: And did you ever go to school or attend school
in the United States of Aﬁerica?
GONZALEZ: Yes, I got as far as two years college.
BARONE: Do you feel that you ha&e not understood any of
the questions that I have asked you or do you feel that it was
necessary for you to have had an inferpreter present here today?
' GONZALEZ: No, I understand perfectly.every word you said
and I am capable to write and read in English, too, as well as
Spanish, and I feel that it is not necessary to have an interpreter
/ it's just my accent, my Spanish accent, in the English language.
BARONE: Do you have any objectionsAif this tape is played

by me to any third party other than those here present today,

GONZALEZ: No, I don't have no objection at all, you be
able to use this tape as.whatever you believe is correct to bring

justice in the Hernandez case and probably in my case, too.

BARONE: Mr. Gonzalez, in your talk with Detective Rivas
and Alonso, did they indicate to you that this type of situation
that you were going to become involvéd in had been used before?

GONZALEZ: No, they don't advise me that happen before,
but during to the period of time that i has -been incarcerated in
Dade County, I has been able to witness for nyself a similar
situation to the one I'm facing myself at this time.

B§RONE: Do you know who the officers were who were

involved in that case?

GONZALEZ: Well, in my cell, 6th floor, A~2, I happen

lsuch as a Judge, or some prosecutor, or some Federal investigator?

e i
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doing, I believe, was 10 Years for probation violation and had 2
murdex charge pending and one day 1 found out throuv M
the Officers Frank, an officer from the department that WOrK a2,
that Gary Mitz was testifying against Steve Stanley, that Steve
Stanley making a statement incriminating himself to this guy.
that he was his companion inmate in the ccll and he went to,throud
the Prosecutor or his lawyer, or whatever I don't know how, and
told the@ that Steve Stanley has make a confession. So one day
the guy walk into tha cell with a microphone hiding, nobody knew,
nobody was aware of that, into, after they moved the guy from the
cell, Steve Stanley vent to the court one day and when he come
back, they didn't let him into the cell, they just call me as a
House Man, to get his property ready, that he was going to be

moved to another cell. Amdthen I was informed of that happening
and right away I put a request to remove that inmate from my cell
so that way couldn't be no more trouble, couldn't be no more

involvement_on‘other things happening like that.

BARONE: This statement is now being concluded at 5:00
o'clock f.M. on February 28, 1978; Valentin Hernandez was present
during the entire taping of this statement by Mr. Gonzalez.

Mr. Gonzalez, since we have concluded the tape, you have called

to my attention one particular matter which you feel may be of
some importance and you would like to get that on the tape. Pleas:
bear in mind that you are still under oath and that this addi-
ticnal bit of information is subject to the same penalties of
perjury. Did Detective Rivas, Charlie Rivas, make any statement
to you about any other statement that had been obtained by otherx

persons against Mr. Hernandez while he was in the Dade County Jail’

GONZALEZ: Yes, he told that Jorge Gonzalez and Antonio

18.



de La Coba was in process to obtain scome information from Valentiné
Hernandez to do the same cooperation that I was going to do. ;

- l
BARONE: Did they give you any idea whether the statemznts

(were of any use to the Sheriff's office?
GONZALEZ: No.

. BARONE: Is there anything further that you wish to advise

me of prior to concluding this tape?

GONZALEZ: No, that's it.

BARONE: Allright, thank you, Mr. Gonzalez.

(CONCLUDED)

STATE OF FLORIDA)
SS:
COUNTY OF DADE)
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the foregoing oral statement of ALEJANDRO JOSE GONZALEZ taken
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+ if so, for what charge? , ’ |

41 tne pade County Jail and
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