
STATEMENT O F  ALEJANDRO JOSE GONZZiLEZ 
TAKEN BY NATHANIEL L. BARONE, JR. 
AT TEIE DADE COUNTY J A I L ,  TUESDAY, 

>FEBRUARY 28, 1978 AT 1:05 O'CLOCK P.I*l= 

IESENT: ALEJANDRO JOSE GONZALEZ 
VALENTIN HERNANDE Z 
NATHANIEL L. BARONE, J R .  (Nar ra to r )  
Attorney a t  Law r e p r e s e n t i n g  

Va len t in  Hernandez 
777 N , E .  79th  S t r e e t  
Miami, Florida 33138'8 

BARONE: S i r ,  would you please identify yourse l f .  

GONZALEZ: M y  name is Alejandro ~ o s e  Gonzalez, Jr., 
.I 

ate of birth, January 28, 1954. 

HERNANDEZ: M y  name i s  Valent in  H e r n a n d e z ,  I a m  i n  the 

ade County J a i l ,  6 th  Floor, 6A2 C e l l .  My date  of b i r t h  i s  

'oveinber 8, 1942. 

BARONE: M r .  Alejandro, i s  Valent in  Hernandez present h e r e  

tit5 your consent and permission? 

GONZALEZ : Yes. 

BARONE: Do you w i s h  t o  make t h i s  s t a t ement  i n  h i s  presenc 

2xcluded from t h e  room and it is not  necessary that he be here? 

GONZALEZ: Nah (phone t i c ) ,  he can s tay  here- 

BARONE: Do you have any objection t o  being placed under 

oa th  t o  give this staternent':to m e ,  sir? 

GONZALEZ: No, I don ' t ,  

BARONE: A l l r i g h t ,  please r a i s e  you r  r i g h t  ,hand. 

DG YOU solemly swear t.o tell t h e  whole truth and notlling but t h e  

t r u t h ,  so he lp  you God? 

GONZALEZ: I do. 

BARONE: Now for t h e  record, please s t a t e  your name 

again .  

GONZALEZ: Ale2andro Jose Gonzalez, Jr. 

BARONE: Allright, sir, are you presently incLlr-ccratt?d 

in the Dade County J a i l  anci, i f  so ,  f o r  what-- charge? 
- .,.. 



GONZALEZ: For 1st degree murder. One count. 

BARONE: Could you give me the case number and the  Judge 

 at is currently handling this matter. 

GONZALEZ: Police Case Number is 26747-T and I w a s  ar- 

ested under Warrant Number 77-198,Violation of the Florida 

tatutes 8782.04 and my judge is Paul Baker. 

BARONE: Do you know the case number in front of Judge 

aker? 

GONZALEZ: No, I don't, 

BARONE: Mr. Alejandro, you have an attorney representing 

*OU in +is matter. Could you give me his name.'and address, if 

vou know it;' sir?. 

GONZhLEZ: His name is Allen Berman, I don't know his 

.<dress but his phone number is 665-1900. 

BARONE: Sir, you realize that if you want you certainly 

lzve the right to that attorney or any other attorney being 

?resent for this statement. Do you wish to have him present or 

10 you waive such a right, 

GONZALEZ: I waive the right, 

BARONE: And it is my understanding that you are agreeable 

to not having an attorney here--is that correct, sir? 

GONZALEZ: That is correct. 

BARONE: Sir, could you please clarify exact ly  your. 

attorney's name.. Is it Berrnan or Beckrnan? 

GONZALEZ: Beckman. B-E-C-K-M-A-N. 

BARONE: Does your attorney know that you are giving 

this statement here today? 

GONZALEZ: N o ,  sir. 

BARONE: When d i d  you first becoxe acquainted with 

Valentin Hernandez. 

GONZALEZ: Uh, approxi.nately ~-2,p,-2,  i n  t h e  s i x t h  f l o o r ,  

he was placed in the 6A3 Cell and I was i n  6 ~ 2  a n d  it was 03 a 

Monday night. I was fixing to go to B i b l e  s tudy .  I was accident 

met h i m  due to the fact that he is Spanish speak ing  like I am and 



11 here in the Dade County Jail and you did not know him prior to 
L 

ll GONZALEZ: That's correct. 

I 

we j u s t  started conversation. A regular conversa t ion .  

BARONE: So, it's then my understanding that you met him 

Il BARONE: At any tine while you and he have been in- 

11 carcerated at the Dade County Jail, has h e  discussed the case or 
I/ the charges currently pending against him, outside of the f a c t  thaJ 

I/ he too is charged with First Degree Murder? 
GONZALEZ: No, sir. N o t  at all. 

BARONE: A r e  you two currently physically in the same cell - or the 
which is 6A2 in the Dade County. Sheriff s, uh,/~ade County Jail. 

I/ GONZALEZ: Yes, we are. 

II BARONE: And how long have you been in the same cell? 

II GONZALEZ: Approximately, about four and one-half months. I I 
II . . 

BARONE: Did theke c o m e  a time when anyone came to see I I 
I/ you to discuss with you certain facts concerning Valentin \\I Hernandez, and if so, explain? I 1  

GONZALEZ: Yes. Approximately about four to five weeks' I I/ before Christmas, Detectives Riva, in charge in my case in company( 
t - 

with Pabio-Alenso.cme to advise me of the facts. There was a 
7--- I 11 present investigation concerning 2 more murders count against me l 

and then w e  just start talking and Detective Riva just mentioned I 
(1 the name of Valentin Hernandez and if I knew him: And I admitted I 

I1 that I knew him, .that w e  was in the same cell at the time. And,  

// then w e  begin to talk. As a matter of fact, he start talking I I /  concerning that if Lwilling to cooperate;at that point he just I 
didn'trnentioned what kind of cooperation he expect me to give. So, 

I see myself in the hard position due to the fact that he explain 

the situation and charges pending.  Like explaining 
I 

hat it was a hard charge that I was facing. Not easy to get a m y  I 

1 

F ith. That they had enough proof to send me to the chair and I I 

i 
hat I should help myself; that 1 was the o n l y  one that could help ' j 

(pself and that all my co-defendants is blaming the murder on me. 
i 



BARONE: Now, prior to Detective charles R i v a s  and Fabio 

-0nSO coming t o  see you at that time, uh, did your attorney 

l o w  t h a t  they w e r e  coming t o  see you t o  d i s c u s s  these  charges 

~ r r e n t l y  pending aga ins t  you and o the r  c h a r g e s ?  

GONZALEZ: Well, a t  t h e  time I could see t ha t  my a t to rney  

ss not aware of t h a t  unexpected v i s t i n g  and a f t e r  we f i n i s h  the 

nterview, r i g h t  then I asked one of t h e  j a i l  guards t o  allow m e  

o make a phone c a l l  t o  my a t to rney ,  which he  complained about bud 

e let m e  have it, so I c a l l e d  m y  a t t o rney ,  A l l e n  Beckman and I 

nformed him t h a t  I had Char l ie  Rivas and Fabio Alonso r i g h t  in u- 
r o n t  of me; t h a t  they came looking f o r  some information and t r i e  

o scare h e  a l i t t l e  b i t  with 2 o the r  counts ,  murder, and I put  . 

:harlie Rivas on t h e  phone and he ta lked  t o  my a t to rney ,  Allen 

Ieckinan and they agreed, Char l ie  Rivas and Fabio- Alonso, agreed t 

bass by m y  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  t h e  same day. 

BARONE: Would t h a t - b e  t o  d i scuss  your case? 

GONZALEZ: I don ' t  know. I be l ive  t h a t  w a s  t o  s t a r t  

 ork king on t h e  cooperation. 

BARONE: Approximately. how long did t h i s  f i r s t  inter- 

view w i t h  Rivas and Alonso take? 

GONZALEZ: I would say between 4 5  minutes and 1 hour. 

BARONE: Was t h e r e  anyone e l s e  p re sen t  bes ides  Alonso 

and Rivas? 

GONZALEZ: No, w e  go t  t o  t h e  po in t  t h a t  when I f i r s t  got  

dowa, I started conplaining because I did not want t o  speak t o  

any po l i ce  without my at torney present  and whatever; and they 

calmed m e  down and they l e t  m e  ou t  i n  t h e  room, i n  t h e  front 

lobby, and then j u s t  Fabio Alonso and  C h a r l i e  Rivas, just u s  

three. 

BARONE: D i d  they advise  you a t  that t ime what M r .  

Hernandez w a s  charcjcd with? 

GONZALEZ: Yes, Charlie Rivas t o l d  me after he ment ioned  

t h e  name Hernandez, i f  I knew him, and I admit it, then he t o l d  

m e  t h a t  Wexnandez w a s  t h e  one who k i l l e d  Luc iano  Nicves i n  t h e  

parking lot of t h e  hosp i ta l .  I n  Gables. 



c a r e f u l  him because he was son-of-a-bitch; and that 

aga ins t  Valentin Hernandez .  

3s a cheapie p o l i t i c a l ,  meaning t h a t  he  l i k e  t o  keep brain-  

ashing to young people l i k e  me, t o  do whatever he please w i t h .  

BARONE: Then i t ' s  my understanding t h a t  they agreed to 

i v e  you complete immunity on t h e  first degree murder charge whic 

s c u r r e n t l y  pending i n  f r o n t . o f  Judge B a k e r , ' i s  t h a t  co r r ec t ?  

GONZALEZ: Right. I n  m y  charge he has t o l d  me t h a t  

,hat t h e  immunity c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  Valentin Hernandez charge, too 

BARONE: D i d  they rnention.anything about the other  two 

:ases of murder t h a t  they thought you were involved in-- if  you 

rould have immunity concerning that also?  

GONZALEZ: W e l l ,  he t o l d  me  t h a t  they w i l l  forget about 

BARONE: Was t h e r e  any mention made as  p a r t  of your 

i ~ m n i t y  con t r ac t  with t h e  Government, would a l s o  require you to 

t e s t i f y  aga ins t  co-defendants i n  t h e  case you axe c u r r e n t l y  

charged w i t h .  

GONZALEZ: Yes, t h a t  is  one of t h e  main points- - to  

t e s t i f y  aga ins t  both of my co-defendants and also t o  t e s t i f y  

Could g i v e  me t he  name t h e  co-d-ef e n d a n t s  

i n  the  case t h a t  you are current ly  i n  front of Judge Baker w i t h .  

GONZALEZ: O n e  is Diego Cabrera a n d  t h e  other one i s  

Senen Br i to s  (phonetic) . 
5. 



You did not  know Hernilr.cjcz before you c.lle to t]le ~ a d e  County 

t 

'ONZALEZ: \ Je l l ,  I explained a l m s t  t h e  5aii.e to Detect ive  

and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  I don't need no relation with him, t h a t  I w a s  

I 
Rivas  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have any close r e l a t i o n  w i t h  v a l e n t i n  Hernandez 

I 
p r e t t y  s m a r t  enough t o  g e t  i n  myhands whatever I want and t o  get 

t o g e t h e r  t h e  pieces t h a t  I need to cooperate and to help myself- 

So, I asked h i m  what he r e a l l y  mean about it and f r o m  m y  under- 

s t a n d i n g  and m y  p o i n t  of view, he means t o  g e t  like j u s t  a l i t t l e  

11 b i t  and to fabricate the rest so I can p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  s t a t emen t  1 
against f a l e n t i n  Hernandez. 

BARONE: Now, who w a s  making t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  you, 

Rivas ox Alonso? 

GONZALEZ: C h a r l i e  Rivas, I 
BARONE: Outside o f  t he  immunity, d id  t h e y  use  any ! 

I 
o t h e r  argument o r  were you t h r e a t e n e d  i n  any o t h e r  way o t h e r  t h a n  

i 

t h e  o t h e r  two murder charges .  f 

GONZALEZ: W e l l ,  y e s  i n  this case t h a t  I g o t  pending now : 

t h e y  a r e ,  he t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no way I c o u l d  away, t h a t  it . 

i s  t h e  chair, t h e  teat-h-penalty-I could g e t  and t h a t  Z. wi-11 gat- - : 
p p p p p p p - - p - -  

it if I was found g u i l t y  on t h i s  charge. I 

BARONE: W e l l ,  d id  he  g i v e  you an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  if you 

didn't cooperate and t h a t  i f  you were convicted, .  he  would do a l l  

t h a t  he cou ld  t o  see t h a t  you got t h e  electric chair? 

GONZALEZ: From my p o i n t  of  view, yes ,  As a m a t t e r  of 

fact, I g o t  i n t o  t h e  argument w i t h  him which 1 f i rs t  s ta te  t o  him 

t h a t  I d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  i n t o  my case due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 

a l r e a d y  f a b r i c a t e d . a  s ta tement  a g a i n s t  m e  which he' say t h a t  I 

made which i s  not t r u e - - t h a t  I can  prove e v e r y t h i n g  and I can  

prove and I a m  willing t o  prove i n  t h e  future i n  t h e  c o u r t  and I 

mentioned t o  him t h a t  h i s  p a r t n e r , .  t h e  one  t h a t  went  to get m e  

t o  g e t  m e  t o  California f o r  t h e  extradition process, Peter C a r r a d c  

I read h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  and he f a b r i c a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  against me, l i k e  

i 
i n  a s t a t emen t  t h a t  I made; t h a t  I made a s t a t e m e n t ,  such t h i n g s  

/I t h a t  I had never s a i d  t o  him and I esplained t o  him t h a t  s i t u a t i o r  



/ /  that 1 dl Dn ' t w a n t  no nore t r i c k s ,  don' t w a n t  that I ' v e  b e e n  

11 there he keep it as long as I cooperate. So what  I understand fro:  

that p o i n t  i s  that i f  I do not cooperate, he w i l l  continue t o  II 

YOU to t e s t i f y  o r  t o  g e t  information against Valentin Hernandez? 

GONZALEZ: W e l l ,  fxom what I can see, I bel ieve  B o b  Kaye, 

, 

t h e  S t a t e  Prosectxtor who happen to be t h e  same prosecutor i s  takin~ 

care of the.charge of Valentin Hernandez, i s  taking care of my 

charge t60. My lawyer took t h e  pos i t ion  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  a 

fabricate o r  t o  do anything i n  his power t o  go against me.  

BARObTE: Outside of M r .  Alonso and M r .  .Rivas, i s  there 

any o the r  persons that have been involved in t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  

con tac t  person, I wasn't allowed t o  t a l k  t o  Rivas o r  t o  Alonso 

any more time. As a mat ter  of f a c t ,  a couple of time I asked to 

(/my lawyer t h a t  I want t o  t a l k  t o  Rivas again  t o  see how far these 

11 people was w i l l i n g  t o  go. against m e  if I did n o t  cooperate and 

he refused t o  g ive  m e  contact with these  people. All t h e  time he 

do and say,  1'11 c a l l  him, I 1 l l t e l l  him, I ' l l  ask him, so he was 

l i k e  a th i rd -pexson  involved and then he j u s t  s t a r t i n g  bringing 

messages from Bob Kaye t o  m e  and from m e  t o  him, I be l ieve ,  and 

because he say,  W e l l ,  I t a l k  t o  Bob Kaye today and he t o ld  me 

such and such and t h a t ' s  the people I believe i s  r e a l l y  involved 

i n  this. 

BARONE: Now, t h e  messages t h a t  your a t t o rney  gave you 

c o ~ c e r n i n g  M r .  Kaye, how many times have you t a lked  t o  your 

a t to rney  concerning t h i s  i m u n i t y  proposi t ion and i f  you can 

remember, how many d i f f e r e n t  conversations did you have w i t h  your  

a t to rney  concerning M r .  Kaye and what is Mr. Xaye supposed to have 

told your a t torney.  

GONZALEZ: O.K. First of a l l ,  t o  that day t h a t  I had t h e  

in terview w i t h  Char l ie  Rivas and Detective Alonso, the  n e x t  d a y  

1 called my lawyer and he told me that nlonso c a m e  by his office 

alone and t h a t  he  explained t o  him what h e  wanted me t o  do and 

then my lawyer ta lked  t o  Kaye, I bel ieve,  t o  seo what I w a s  goicg 

t o  be * Kaye w a s  refusing to go along.with ~ a b i o  Alo*so 



t h a t  tlme he was the Dlstrict Attorney in Dade and. they was w i l l =  

ing t o  do whatever t o  make Bob Kaye give m e  t h e  immunity because 

'hey really want m y  coopera t ion  against Valent in  Hernandez. 

BARONE: Were you t o l d  t h i s  on one occas ion  or  On 

~ u x r o u a  bccasions? 
I 

GONZALEZ r It was on numerous occas ions , 

BARONE: How many times would. you say t h a t  your lawyer 

as t a l k e d  t o  you concerning t h e  immunltfiand you t e s t i f y i n g  

ga ins t  M r .  &randez? 

GONZALEZz Well.1 can say from t h e  first moment t h a t  

l o n s o  and Rivas came t o  see me, I used. t o  speak t o  my lawyer 

tpproxlmately twice  o r  three times A week. Every week. And 

:very conversat ion Is concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  I f  I was going to 

iooperate o r  if I was r eady  o r  I f  I had an  oral s ta tement  against  

Iernandez . 
BARONE: Dld anybody ever  i n d i c a t e  t o  you h o r  you' 

:auld ob ta in  a s ta tement  from M r .  Hernandez or make any re corn mend^ 

; ion  that you go through his personal papers t o  get information 

3 0  t h a t  you could make up a s ta tement?  

GONZALEZ: Yes, a t  one t ime my lawyer came wi th  a d e a l  

chat Bob Kaye was w i l l i n g  t o  g l v e  m e  t h e  immunity t h a t  if I can 

3ct some evidence t o  incriminate Valent in  Hernandez; t h a t  he has 

write, i n  h i s  own handwriting; and. n s  a r n ~ t t e r  of f a c t ,  1 ex-  

pla ined  t o  my lawyer t h a t  Valent in  Hernnndez w ~ s  n very s t r a i g h t  

Person,  i n  t h e  cell, that he don't p l n y  a r o u n d  wl th  6 t h e r  i n m t e s l  

t h a t  he don't, go Into o t h e r  inmate's bunks, s o  h e  t o l d  me t h a t  

problem a t  all, t h a t  he c o u l d  arrange t o  have a 

f - 

search  

done on t h e  ce l l  and hove looking l i k e ,  and m ~ k e  It look like t h e  ! ! 



o c -~ i te  Mr. Hernandez talk to you--just how was t h i s  supposed to 

one about? 

GoNZALEZ~ O.K, First, they t o l d  m e  that I could make 

r, Hernandezc l i k e  make a confession t o  m e ,  and I insist that 

h a t  was Impossible because my r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Valentin Hermndc 

s . just concerning, practically we can say is e d u c a t i ~ ~ l  relatior - 
h i p  because w e  just base as conversation in history and books 

r movies, Just rout lne ,  nothing  concerning any case that w e  are 

nvolved t h l s  time, so I explained a l l  that over and over and over 

nd my lawyer once t o l d  me that it is hard t o  b e l i e v e  that h e ,  

d e n t i n ,  d i d  not make a confesslon t o  m e ,  that he hasnvt played 

h e  macho part, you know, making the confession, s o  then I rerneqbe 

hat with the interview Rlvas t o l d  me t h a t  I, could obtain  the in -  

o r m t l o n  just by it look like a helplng him and read. over his 

taternent or whatever papers he has so I can obtain t h e  geneml  

BARONES In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  you would be w e l l  prepared so 

?our statement would be believable,  I s  that  what you're saying? 

GONZALEZ. Yes. Exactly, that's what I mean. 

BARONEt NOH, during the time of your first interview 

s i t h  Alonso and Rhas , has a n y  pressure been increased upon you 

:o give thLs statement or has It been just somethine; that's been 

lu l e t ?  Could you give m e  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h a t ?  

CONZALEZt Well, I believe t h e r e  hns  been a lot of 

pressure due t o  the fact that nny t i m e  1 make a phone -11 to t a l k  

to my lawyer, J u s t  a rout ine  phone ~ 1 1 ,  what I can s a y ,  j u s t  to 

rind out  how my c a s e  is going, whatever, t h e  first t h l n g  t o  come 

up, do you g o t ,  have ~ n l e n t i n  m ~ d e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  do you got any- 

thlng yet, as soon as you got anything ready ,  let me knnw, 1 will , 

- I- . I -  



Ut t h i s  ,.,heel going on, things 11ke t h s t  a n d  recomnendation 

nd my l a w y e r ,  he Is r e r y  s t r a i g h t  p e r s o n ,  I c a n n o t  say that he Is 

a r t  of t h i s  gang or t h i s  I n J u s t l c e  gang, what  I say,  he just  

ade t h e  recommendation t h a t  i f  I can r e a l l y  o b t a l n  t h e  Informa- 

Ion  from Valentln Hernandez, t h a t  I j u s t  go r i g h t  ahead and do  , 
! 

*he deal, that it would be a fair deal. 

BARONEt Then t o  your  unders tanding  If you were t o  

mke a statement agalns t  Mr. Hernandez, you would i n  fac t  then 

receive immunity. Have you been p r o m H  t h a t  cr Is Lt something 

:hat I's a supposition on your  p e r t ?  

GONZALEZr Well, first of  a l l  I t  was a prombe because 

they  made t h e  promise of t h e  immunlty w i t h  my f u l l  c o p e r a t i o n  whit 

c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  statement a g a i n s t  Valen t in  Hernandez, in format ion  

concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and l o c a t i o n  of Jesus Lazo and concerning 

t h e  case of Periyeros and Gonzalez Cartas, too.  

BARONEt In o t h e r  words, t h e y  w ~ n t e d  you t o  o b t a i n  ad- 

d 1 t i o n a l  Information o t h e r  than  Hernandez1 pass l b l e  involvement  

i n  t h e  Nieves case, such as a murder involving one Periyeros, 

one J o s e  Gonzalez Cartas, a l s o  some information concerning t h e  

p o s s i b l e  whereabouts of t h e  co-defendant i n  Hernandez case known 

as Jesus L a z ~ ,  is that correct? 

GONZALEZ; Yes, i t ' s  correct. As a matter offact ,  

t h e y  offerred me all t h e  h e l p  I could use t o  o b t a l n  t h a t  Inform- 

t i o n  from Jesus Laso. As a matter of f a c t ,  t h e y  iforned me that 

they knew t h a t  Jesus Lazo was under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of some o t h e r  

government and t h a t  h e  was h i d  ing around h e r e  some place i n  t h e  

D a d e  County area, from t h e  Amb~ssador from Chile, they Jwt want 

m e  t o  v e r i f y  I f  t h a t  was true s o  t h a t  they  can go and take him 

away from t h e r e .  A n d ,  r i g h t  now t o  this po ln t ,  I ' m  I n  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  everybody is waiting on me, Bob ECRye Is jus t  w a i t -  

i n g  on me, a l l  T have t o  do is j u s t  call my lrlwyer a n d  tell him 

t h a t  I've e;ot w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  nnd h e  be r l e ; h t  h e r e  q u i c k ,  Fast 

in a Hurry, to give me a l l  k l n d  of s u p p l i e s  or whatever I need 

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  informotlon, 

BAR ONE^ Well, whnt do you mean by s u p p l l e s  or 

whatever you need t o  obtain thc i n f o m n t l o n ?  

GONZALEZ; Well, whnt I memn Is they t o l d  m e  t h a t  if It w a s  

necesmry fo r  me to f a k e  Ilk? I w s :  q ~ ? t t l n ; r :  a i t t  on hgn4  



o to see if he g ive  m e  some information that 1 can get In con- 

act with some people,  t o  see i f  I can get to r i g h t  l o c a m  of 

azat that they was w i l l i n g  t o  get m e  out of here, from t h e  h d e  

lounty J a i l  and escort m e  t o  wherever Lazo was8 they go with me 

they can make the arrest and after  t h a t ,  that they won't bring 

le back t o  Ihde County J a i l ,  that they w i l l  put m e  i n  a Federal - 
' a c i l l t y  or some other place until the deal  Is worked over. 

BARONE: 1 assume t h a t  s ince  you're g i v i n g  m e  t h i s  

statement, that  you have d.eclined. t o  get involved on t h i s  Federal 

Protection Plan and t he  testlfylng against M r ,  Hernandez. 1s 

that correct? 

GONZALEZ: Well, that's correct, I played the game 

along with  these people, l i k e  l say before, because I want t o  

find out exactly what they want from m e  s o  after they i n s l s t  

from a l l  that information I keeping refusing and t e l l i n g  them 

the  truth t h a t  Valentin Hernand.ez hasntt  made any statement t o  

me t o  Incriminate himself  whatsoever8 he  hasn't t o l d  m e  than he 

is charged with the  same charge I am, F i r s t  Degree. H e  hasn't  

t o l d  me one word. concerning t he  Nieves c a s e  o r  the Periyeros 

case or Gonzalez Cartas or Lazot he hasntt  mentioned any of those  

people, We haven't talked about them s o  I t r i e d  t o  explain t o  

my lawyer that it Is hard for m e  t o g e t  that informationp that I 

d.id t h e  best I could, that  I couldn't get I t  and then n new deal 

came up, 

BARONEt Which was w h a t ?  

GONZALEZr Well, they told me t o  f o r g e t  abou t  the 

handwriting of Valentln Hr:rnnndez incriminat l n g  himself, t o  

forget  about t h e  location of h z o t  t h a t  e l l  I had t o  d o  w a s  3 

to m k e  that s ta tement  and t e s t i f y  against  Valentin Hernandez 

and I will get 18 months s e n t e n c e  on my charge, countlng t h e  



mde me understand that I only had 

d e a l  t h a t  t h e  Homicide Dept., whfch 
I 

ahd Alonse. want t o  talk t o  me about some o the r  
m s a  for r-='-c7cfr , 

o t h e r  cases. 

BARONEX Have you accepted that, l as t  proposit  Lon ,, 
50 you intend to d e c l i n e  t h a t ?  

GONZALEZs Well. I Intend. t o  dec l ine  t ha t  

there is no way I can commit the sarne;~ustlce t h e y  are doing but 

t o  t h l s  p o i n t ,  I'm s t i l l  playlng t h e  game along with them and .. 
t h e  lest t ime I talked. t o  my law*r, I told h i m  t h a t  I have ' t 

make up my mind yet; t h a t  I don' t  know, t h a t  I haven't  got 
n 
dhe 

in fo rmat ion  y e t ,  t h a t  I might get it, t h a t  as soon as I get it, 

1'11 let him know and he t o l d  m e  that t h a t  w o u l d  be fine1 t h a t  

I got h i s  phone number from home, tha t  as soon  as I g e t  i t  t o  

c a l l  him and l e t  him know s o  he  can ge t  t h l s  wheel going. 

BARONE; Has your case ever been continued or post- 

poned for any reason that you know of?  

. GONZALEZ: Well, my case has  been continued and 

postponed a number of times f o r  u n k n c w n ~ e a s o n s ,  like they play 

some games , l i k e  I be l l eve  my l a w y e r  t o l d  me t h a t  (u'?i?t$l&igabl 

t o  take t h e  t e s t ,  on t h i n g s  t h a t  I g o t  on t h i s  F l r s t  Degree 

Murder case which 1: agree on it because t h a t  I s  part of  my defen 

t o  prove my innocence in this case, and I went and took the lie 

detector test; from the beginning 

me t h a t  I w o u l d  be held for a bond, f o r  my defense and all that 

t h i n g ,  and a f t e r  all t h i s  has been going,  I have come t o  t h e  

conclus ion  t h a t  the o n l y  reason t h e y  s e n t  m e  t o  the lie detector 

test was to see if 1 was cambl-c t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  o r  nnybe  t o  

pass it s o  In case It was n c c e s s n r y  f o r  me to t a k e  a lle detector: 

t e s t  on t h e  Valentln Hernandez m s e ,  

BARONE: How d i d  t h e  p o l l c e  officers, or how d i d  

your n t t o r n e y  i nd i ca t e  t o  you t h a t  they plarmed t o  cake  your  

statement hold up i n  court. 

I 



II I g ive  concerning Va len t in  l le rnandez  case, b u t  probably t h a t  won't 

-- . --v -+- ......* 
*Cc 

? . .I..--%,, , . . . - ."- ."my_ 
* 

11 be necessary and he a l s o  t o l d  me t h a t  i f  I can g e t  him t o  t a l k  
, 

, 

11 abou t  t h e  case, t h a t  I could l e t  him know and I could be  wired 

GONZALEZ: W e l - 1 ,  my lawyer told mc that maybe,  maybe ,  

that I might take a l i e  d e t e c t o r  tes t  t o  pass whatever informatior  

11 and walk i n t o  my c e l l  w i th  a microphone on my c h e s t  s o  they  can 

II BARONE: Did anybody e v e r  give you an  i n c l i n a t i o n  o r  ever 

(1 make a  direct s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  if you needed a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  

I1 concern ing  V a l e n t i n  Hernandezv charge ,  t h a t  t h e y  would supply it  

I to you- 
* 

I1 GONZALEZ: W e l l ,  from my unders tanding ,  yes.  C h a r l i e  

(1 Rivas t o l d  m e  t h a t  i f  I nee6 any a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion ,  I can 

II go through h i s  paper and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a f t e r  1 p u t  t h e  s t a t e -  

11 r e n t  t o g e t h e r  by t h e  t i m e  1 g e t  t o  c o u r t ,  1 w i l l  be ready f o r  

I/ m y  s t a t e m e n t  t o  be good enough, and  my tes t imony t o  be good enoug; 

I/ t o  go a g a i n s t  Va len t in  Hernandez. 

BARONE: Has a l l  t h i s  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  you have been sub- 

11 j e c t e d  t o  . . . . end of tape. 

11 ALEJANDRO GONZALEZ, TAKEN ON FEBRUARY 2 8 ,  1978 BY NATHANIEL I. 

11 BARONE, W I T H  VALENTIN HERNANDEZ PRESENT. 

BARONE: A l l r i g h t ,  s o  would you p l e a s e  con t inue .  A l l r i g h  /I p l e a s e  s t a t e  your name again  a n d  cont inue  with t h e  i n s t  q u e s t i o n  

11 t h a t  w e  were on be fo re  the. t a p e  ended. 

I1 GONZALEZ: O.K. My name i s  Ale jandro  J o s e  Gonzalez, Jr. 

11 and w i l l  you repeat t h e  ques t ion .  

I I BARONE: Yes, do you feel t h a t  t h i s  p r c s s u r e  t h a t  you 

I/ you can say ,  t h a t  my lawyer  o n e  t ime hc even t o l d  m e  t o  c a l l  m y  

people  and have my people rcady to put my bond, that he was 

going to g e t  m e  a bond, t h a t  it eras  cnsy  to 80 ,  t h e y  throw t h e  g r a  

I 
j u r y  i n d i c t m e n t  away, t h a t  nilkersbxn~ld, d o n ' t  r r f u m  to 



le a bond and a l l  that 1 w a s ,  like we can say, d r c ? a m i n g .  nfter 

:his deal start ,  all hopes for bond and probably for trial, 

Eor a speedy trial has been over. 

BARONE: M r .  Gonzalez ,  w e  didn't include this on the 

beginning of this t ape  but I would like t o  verify again for you 

this tape, as you know, is a statement given by you un4er  oath. 

Any statement made by you, even to an attorney other than your 

own, could be admitted in court against you and could be in- 

criminating if you made any admissions or any s t a t e m e n t  concernin( 

case. Do you understand that? 

GONZALEZ: Yes,  I do u n d e r s t a n d ,  
I, 

BARONE: And we did discuss t h a t  priolr to this statement 

given, that not  correct? 

GONZALEZ: Yes, I do understand, That's correct. 

BARONE: NOW, did you make this statement freely and 

voluntarily and of your own free will and without out promise 

or without .any threats? 

GONZALEZ: Yes, thatls correct, 

BARONE: Who, in fact was it that advised Mr. Hernandez 

of the p r o p o s a l  t h a t  had been made to you about this immunity 
- - - - - - - -  - 

- - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -  

- - - - 
- - - - - - - -  - 

1 - - - - - - - - - - -  p~r~~osi-ton-and-;t~-l--thefa~ts~~~~ch you have tcstif i e d  to here.-now: 

Who advised Mr;..Hernandez of the immunity that you were offered? 

How did Mr. Hernandez find out? 

GONZALEZ: W e L 1 ,  first, I wait Ear as this go 

and I went ta Hernandez and I told him that I want t o  speak t o  

h i m  and his lawyer at the same t i m e ;  that I want' h i s  lawyer to be 

present, t h a t  I want both to be aware of some situation that has 

come up concerning some cooperation in his case i n v o l v i n g  me. 

BARONE: And is it not true that based on t h a t  request 

you t h a t  come that you did f a c t  come down in- 

terviewed by me with two other a t t o r n e y s ,  which would be Attorney 

John Rerk and B r u c e  Wagner. 

GONZALEZ: Yes, that's correct .  

BARONE: And i s  it n o t  a fact that you discusseS; w h a t  

you have testified hereto with those t w o  lawyers outside oi the 



resence of M r .  Hernandez and myself, 

GONZALEZ: Yes, that's c o r r e c t ,  

BARONE: And a f t e r ,  I d o n ' t  know what they  discussed w i t h  

*out  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  conver sa t ion ,  t h a t ' s  when you came into t h e  

mterv iew room and advised  myself and M r .  Hernandez as t o  t h e s e  

xomises of immunity and t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  you for t h e  e l e c t r i c  

:hair and p o s s i b l y  p r o s e c u t i o n  i n t o  o t h e r  homicides,  is  t h a t  

:orrect, s i r ?  

GONZALEZ: Y e s ,  that's correct. 

BARONE: Now, on t h e  case which you are c u r r e n t l y  standim 

t r i a l  on, o r  facing t r i a l  on,  in f r o n t  of Judge B a k e r ,  i s  there - 
any th ing  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  made t o  you by Alonso 

ld Rivas t h a t  you want t o  discuss or  t h a t  you would care t o  c a l l  

3 my attention? 

GONZALEZ: W e l l ,  I feel t h a t  when they  f i r s t  g e t t i n g  t o  

y case i n  t h e  conversa t ion  concerning m y  c a s e ,  that I expla ined  

o D e t e c t i v e  Rivas concerning De tec t ive  P e t e r  Corrado about h i s  

alse  s t a t e m e n t  against myself and a l l  the evidence t h a t  h e  

a b r i c a t e .  H e  t o l d . m e  t h a t ,  d o n ' t  worry about  t h i s ,  t h a t  Peter 

orrado won't t e s t i f y ,  t h a t  he  i s  out  of the d e p a r t n e n t  and I 

lxplained to h i m  t h a t  and t o l d  him t h a t  d o n ' t  t r y  t o  make me 

~ f r a i d  about t h i s  electric c h a i r  because they  has make a l o t  of 

& s t a k e  i n  my case. Like, number one, before I was arrested, 

:he t w o  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  I g o t  a g a i n s t  myself, t h e y  positively 

.dentify another guy by t h e  name of Enrique Maures (phonet ic )  

i~hich Judge Ellen Morphonious let go and after t h a t  she ordered 

a new photograph l ineup ,  i n  t he  one my p i c t u r e  I assume was t h e r e ,  

and t h e  w i t n e s s  again once more i d e n t i f y  another person which 

happen t o  be m e ,  and I expla ined  t o  h i m  t h a t  t h e - w i t n e s s  has 

made s i x  d i f f e r e n t  statements conccr-ina - t h i s  case and they have 

sa id  d i f f e r e n t  situations concerning this case and concerning m e ;  

f o r  example, l i k e  a t  first t h e y  say that I shot- once, then i n  the 

second one t h e y  say, they  d o n ' t  know for s u r e  if I s h o t ,  then on 

t h e  other one,  they s a y  t h a t  I d id  n o t  s h o t ,  and s o  o n ,  and on 



tad on. And, t hey  both  took a l i e  detector test and they  f l u n k  

.t t o o ,  t h e y  didnt pass. I Pass mine. O n e  of m y  co-defendants 

) u t  on a $20,000 bond; I haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  g e t  a bond, ei ther  

:hat , amount o r  h i g h e r o r  lower o r  whatever,  they  h a v e n ' t  give me 

a bond and m y  o t h e r  co-defendant i s  here, he has. been g e t t i n g  in 

touch w i t h  m e  a t  leas t  maybe once a week or  once eve ry  two weeks 

and he i n s i s t s  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  m e ,  l i k e  t o  see what he can g e t  o u t  

of m e  some i n fo rmat ion  concexning family,  concern ing  mysel f ,  

concern ing  t h i s  case, he's t r y i n g  t o  keep m e  brain-washed o r ,  

I d o n ' t  know, I j u s t  feel sca red  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I d o n ' t  know who 

t o  t-mst, who t o  t a l k  t o ,  who t o  b e l i e v e ,  o r  who n o t  t o  b e l i e v e .  

BARONE: Were you ever g iven  any reason  why you were 

denied a bond by your  a t t o r n e y  o r  by t h e  c o u r t  i t s e l f ?  

GONZALEZ: Yes, he gave m e  a reason--a very poor reason .  

Uh, he said m y  co-defendant,  Diego Cabrer ra ,  t hey  g i v e  him a .bond 

because he had l o c a l  t i e s ,  which I ' m  n o t ,  and t h a t ' s  what h e  

b e l i e v e d  because .I was e x t r a d i t e d  from C a l i f o r n i a .  I t ' s  true 

t h a t  I was l i v i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  I live i n  t h e  

1 S t a t e  o f  California f o r  100 days; I have been i n  t h i s  coun t ry  

1 since 1968 and all t h a t  t i m e ,  7 p a r s  o r  more, I have been l i v i n g  

1 i n  t h e  S t a t e  of F l o r i d a ,  i n  Dade County, i n  Miami, and I do got 

I local ties. 
BARONE: Have you e v e r  jumped bond o r  f a i l e d  t o  show 

up i n  c o u r t  if you were on a bond before?  

GONZALEZ: Y e s ,  I was on a bond once. 1 jumped bond, 

I mean t h e y  p u t  it l i k e  I jumped bond. I went t o  t h e  State of 

C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  two week vaca t ion  and when I came back,  my 

bondsman revoked t h e  bond and I went back t o  Court  i n  f r o n t  of 

Judge Alfonso C..Sepe; I proved t o  him t h a t  I made several phone 

c a l l s  from t h e  S t a t e  of: C a l i f o r n i a  t o  my bondsman t o  aware him 

t h a t  I was i n  t h e  S t a t c  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ;  t h a t  1 w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  

coming back, t h a t  I was coming back i n  the week coming and d i d n ' t  

b e l i e v e  so and when I came back, I went t o  s t x a i g h t  t o  see h i m  
I 

I 
I 



l l to  let him know, t o  l e t  h i m  see m e  p h y s i c a l l y ,  t h a t  I was here in 
' i 

. i 
Dade County a g a i n  and j u s t  revoked my bond, but a f t e r  two weeks 

i n c a r c e r a t e d  Alfonso C. Sepe, he l e t  m e  go again. 
, 

BARONE: Let  m e  ask you t h i s  M r .  Gonzalez, you speak  - - -  

I 

a heavy accent. I assume t h a t  you are f o r e i g n  born ,  i s  t h a t  

correct? 

GONZALEZ: Yes, that's c o r r e c t ,  I'm born in Havana, 

Cuba. 

BARONE: And did you ever go to school  or attend school 

i n  the United States of America? 

GONZALEZ: Y e s ,  I got as far as two y e a r s  c o l l e g e .  

BARONE: Do you feel t h a t  you have n o t  understood any o f  

t h e  questions t h a t  I have asked you or do you feel that it was 

necessary for you to have had an i n t e r p r e t e r  p r e s e n t  he re  today? 
I 

GONZALEZ: N o ,  I understand parfect ly  every word you s a i d  

and I am capable t o  w r i t e  and read i n  Engl i sh ,  t o o ,  as w e l l  a s  

Spanish,  and I f e e l  t h a t  it is  n o t  necessary t o  have an interpreter 

i t ' s  just  my accent, my Spanish accen t ,  i n  t h e  Eng l i sh  language. 

BARONE: D o  you have any o b j e c t i o n s  if this t a p e  is  played 

by me to any third party other than t hose  here present today,  
p p p p p p - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

suck a= a judge, p ~ ~ p s o m e p p r o s ~ c u t o r  , o r  some Federal i n v e s t i g a t o r ?  

I 

I GONZALEZ: N o ,  I d o n ' t  have no o b j e c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  you be 

liable to u s e  this t a p e  as-whatever you b e l i e v e  is correct t o  bring 

( j u s t i c e  i n  t he  Hernandez case and probably i n  my case, too.  

BARONE: M r .  Gonzalez, i n  you r  t a l k  wi th  D e t e c t i v e  R i v a s  

,and Alonso, did t hey  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  t h i s  type of situatim 

t h a t  you were going t o  become involved i n  had been used be fo re?  

GONZALEZ: No, they d o n ' t  a d v i s e  m e  t h a t  happen b e f o r e ,  

but during -to t h e  period of time t h a t  I has  -been incarcerated in 

' ~ a d e  County, I has been able t o  witness for  n y s e l f  a s i m i l a r  

'situation to t h e  one I'm f i i c i n g  mysrlf u t  this tine. 
I I 

BARONE: DO you know who thc of f i ce r s  w e r e  who were 

involved i n  t h a t  case? 

GONZALEZ: Well, i n  nny c e l l ,  6 t h  f loor ,  A-2, I happen 



I be t h e  IIouse na, 
Ot th, 

a n l e y  which was ch, 
-qed 

o w e  Man, to get his p r o p e r t y  rendy,  that he  w a s  going to be 

I I 
~oved to another  cell. A r d t h e n  1 was in fomed of that happening 

and r i g h t  away I p u t  a request t o  remove that innate  fro% my ce l l  

so that way couldn't be no more t r o u b l e ,  c o u l d n ' t  be no more 
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p e r s o n s  a g a i n s t  Plr. Hernandez whi1.r :  he  W A S  in t h e  Dade County  J a i l '  

GOXZALEZ: Y e s ,  he t o l d  t h a t  Jorge Gonznlez  a n d  A n t o n i o  

td w e  had a guy by the  tic) ~h i - c l '  W 3 5  

?at Gary Mitz was testifying against Steve S t a n l e y ,  t h a t  S t e v e  

tanley making a s t a t emen t  incriminating himse l f  t o  this g u y  , 

old thein that Steve Stanley has makc n confession. So o n e  day - 
h+ guy walk into th. cell with a microphone hiding, nobody knew, 

obody was aware of that, i n t o ,  a f t e r  t h e y  moved the guy from the 

ell, Steve Stanley .rSent t o  the court one day and when he come 

ack, they d i d n ' t  let him into the cell, they just call me as a 

1volvement.on o the r  things happening l i k e  t h a t .  

BARONE: This  statement i s  now being concluded at 5:03 

' c l o c k  P.M. on February  28 ,  1978. V a l e n t i n  ~ernandez w a s  present  

w i n g  the entire t a p i n g  of this statement by Mr. Gonzalez. 

r. ~ o n z a l e z ,  s i n c e  w e  have concluded the tape, you have called 

o m y  a t t e n t i o n  one particular m a t t e r  which you feel may be of 

@me importance and y o u  would like to g e t  t h a t  on t h e  tape. P l e a s i  

bear i n  mind that you are still u n d e r  o a t h  and that this addi- 

.icnal bit of information is subject to the same penal t ies  of 

) e r j u r y .  Did Detective Kivas  , C h a r l i e  Ki.vas, m a k c .  any statcnent 

:o you about any other statement t h a t  had been obtained by 0the-r 



de La  Coba was i n  p rocess  t o  obtain gome i n fo rn ; \ t i on  from V d e ? . = i n :  

kkrnandez t o  do t h e  same cooperation t h a t  I was going  to dos 
I 

I 

I 
BARONE: Did they  g i v e  you any idea  whether  t h e  s t a t e n ? n t s ,  

'were of any use t o  t h e  S h e r i f f ' s  office? 

GONZALEZ: No. 

4 BARONE: Is t h e r e  anything f u r t h e r  t h a t  you wish t o  advise 

11 m e  of p r i o r  t o  conc lud ing  t h i s  t ape?  

I I GONZALEZ: N o ,  t h a t ' s  'it. 

BARONE: Allright, t hank  you, M r .  Gonzalez.  

(CONCLUDED) * 

STATE OF FLORIDA) 
SS:  

COUNTY OF DADE) 

I/ I HEREBY CERTIFY and a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  I have t r a n s c r i b e d  

t h e  foregoing oral  s t a t emen t  of ALEJANDRO JOSE GONZALE~ t a k e n  

by NATHANIEL L. BARONE, J R .  from a t a p e  t h e r e o f  m a d s  on' Feb rua ry  

11 2 8 .  1 9 7 8 ,  to t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  and t h a t  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  is 

an a c c u r a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  

made by ALEJANDRO JOSE GONXALEZ. 

I/ Sworn and subscribed t o  

11 before me this 2nd day 
.T 

II A ~ L  m e  Uade County Jail and, i f  so, for what cha rge?  


