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Crime is. luring 
terrorists· from 

, 

':.anti-Fidel ranl{s 
Growing evidel1ce has linked many reputed anti· 

Castro terrorists to Mafia-like criminal gr~ups ~hat 
deal in drugs, extortion and murder, a Herald InvestIga
tion has found. 

Instead of fighting Castro. some terrorists have 
turned to 
crime. 

Recent 
c 0 u r t 
Statements 
and a 
wiretap 
transcript 
indicate 

coi!uptlon of, 
The Cause: 

Last of a series 
'By JIM McGEE , 
. Hercild Stati Writer ' 

If e Face of Terror 

members ,of the Omega 7 terrorist group served as 
strong-arm debt collectors for Miami-based drug smug-
glers..., , 

Miami authorities suspect that some violence pub
licly attributed to terrorism, including the murder of 
exile leader Rolando Masferrer, was actually the result 
of drug-related feuds or personal disputes, . , 

"I am unable to see a real meaningful difference In 

Please turn to TERROR / BA 

What Investigation Found 

r:~hiS report is the final 
installmen'\ in a series or.art~c1es 

I 
based on a Herald lnvestlgatlon 
of anti·C!tslro'terrorism, the 
activities of Cuban i~telligence 
agents ,in South Flonda and the 
response of American 
duthiJrities. 

Pr,, "'jous reports: 
• £: .. ':'1.11ned the Omega 7 

tt!?' I'O' .· ~;' {)~',p and identified its 
! ,\;ltgr:' ;, :.d~r. Eduardo Arocena, : L • r":'!'ci:)~~d previously secret 

evidence about the 1976 terroristut'il 

t~~~!~~ ~~~~~1li~;'~s 
• Detailed the activities of 

.pro-Castro spies in Miami. 

• Described the influence of 
anti-Castro terrorists on Miami 
'politicians. " 

• Reported the pasl fai/ur", of 
law enforcement to mount an 
effective campaign against 
terrorism. 

TERROR I From IA 

in the end result of 
'IOmega 7) and that of the Gambino 
[Mafia] family or the Genovese 
family." said FBI Deputy Assistant 
DIrector Kenneth ' Walton. "They 

\ spelJ their nameS differently." 
.. A year-long Herald inquiry 

found a continuing pattern of aI- ' 
leged involvement by reputed anti
Castro tet-rorists in the drug under
world, either through direet partici
pation in the drug business or solici
tation of funds from smuggling 
groups. 

The corruption of anti-Castro 
terrorists has tended to follow a 
pattern, according to Miami Police 
Major Emory Putman, who heads 
the department's criminal investiga
tion section. 

"The ones who 'wanted to per
vert the (anti-Castro cause} for 
their own personal gains, they took 
to extortion," be said, "Instead of 
asking people to 'contribute ... they 
demanded it. And they weren't be
yond using.foree. 

"That was the first thing and 
then, as a natural consequence, they" 
began to extort J money ' from] some ';, 
people who were very involved in • 
narcotics. The next step was to be- t~ ',' 
come involved in narcotics them- .' _ 
selves." , :' 

Allegations probed '" " 
In the current investigation into 

Omega 7, a group blamed for more 
than 30 bombings and murders, fed
eral officials say there is evidence 
that Omega 7 ha.C1 Significant deal
ings with drug smugglers in Miami . 

Court records and sources in
volved in the Omega 7 case indicate 
that a!leged Omega 7 lead~r ,~~~ 

,49~ 1.:r;~~1li used hiS heavIIy;armed 
, 'terrorist group to coIieet debts from 

the associates of drug dealers. ' ' 
W&lton acknowledged that FBI 

agents arc investigating allegations 
"that elements of Omega 7 are ac
cused of ripping off drug d~alers in Anti-Castro leader Armando 

SantaIia in 1979. 

South Florida. There is no allega
tion they actively engaged in "nar
cotics themselves." 
, "Federal·' oific~ls ' 'CSeciined to ' 
elaborate, but a Miami defense at
torneyinvolved in the Case said FBI 
agents explained their suspicions to 
him ,during a recent meeting in New 
York. 

"According to the government's 
theory, Omega 7, ,in "order to raise 
money for their anti~Castro actiVi
ties, was leanlng on, putting pres
sure on drug dealers for other drug 
dealers, acting as collectors." said 
attorney Stephen Glass. "That is 
what they claim to have evidence 
ot." 

" ... Their theory of it is they 
(Omega 7} were used solely as a 
collection arm," Glass said. "They " 
gof a portion of the money to con
tinue their anti-Castro activities." 

Court records show the FBI 
used wiretap. evidence and grand 
jury testimony to document one in
stance in which 'alleged Omega 7 
members confronted an acquaint
ance with ,a demand for money; 

Talking dealers 
Some of the drug dealers appear 

to have talked to the FBI. 
"We have received corrobora

tion of that from the other side of 
these type of transactions," Assist
ant U.S. Attorney Michael Tabak 

. said in court recently. "'And we're 
talking very large (dollar} num
bers." 

Walton said Ome~a 7 may have 
taken in as mUch as $100,000 from 
the collection of drug money. 

"I'm sure Arocena denies it .. 
said his attorney Frank Wahl. 
" ... They haven't charged him with 
It and to assert it through some kind 
of innuendo is a way of smea~;ng 
somebody." 

The Omega 7 Investigation, 

. which led 'to the indictment this 
week of Aroeena on 47 separate 
terrorism charges, is COntinuing: . 

The current Orilega7 case is not 
the first time the drug-terrOrist con
nection has surfaced in anti-Castro 
bombing investigations or been as
serted in intelligence reports. 

"As the years went .by, we 
, found more and more of the (terror
ists} ended up being involved In 
trafficking nllrcotics," said Metro 
Dade Police Sgt. Paul Janosky, Who 
heads the agency's terrorist squad. 

, There have been severa) anti-
Castro militants in Miami who were 
first publicly linked to terrorism 
and then were formally accused of 
drug dealing. 

, Rolando Otero was arrested 
after a 1975 series of nine bombings 
in Miami. Amorig the targets were 
the FBI office, Miami police head
quarters, a bank, the airport and the 
Metra-Dade Justice Building. 

As the case unfolded. Otero be-
came 'a "prominent figure in Little 

. Havana, embraced by such dignitar
. fes as Miami Mayor Maurice Ferre 
:'and hailed as an anti-Castro hero. 

In court, Otero was first acqUit
ted of federal bombing charges, 
then convicted on state charges in 
one bombing. lie remained free on 
appeal and then disappeared. 
, On May 7, 1982, Otero was ar
rested again near Riviera Beach 
aboard a 24-foot fishing boat that 
federal drug agents said was loaded 
with 311 pounds of marijuana. 

He was subsequently convicted 
in federal court in Fort Lauderdale 
of a drug charge and given a three
year sentence. That verdict is cur
rently on appeal. 

The most eJaborate POlice inves
tigation' to touch on these alleged 
relationships was nicknamed Oper. 
ation Tick Talks. The ill-fated 1981 



drug case was based initially on the 
testimony of controversial inform
ant Ricardo Mo)~a1es. himself a ter~ 
rorist bomber who Wei ac.cusecl. of 
drug dealing. ' 

As a criminal prosecUtion, Tick 
Talks was an embarrassing failure. 
An aggressive . defense "am shred
ded the government's cas~ during 
. pre-trial heann:". It was drop}Jed· 
after a judge thirew out the bulk of 
the state's evidence. . . 
. Among the defendanta·oamed in 

Tick Talks was Frank Castro· who. 
throughout the 1970'~ was identi
fied by ·oUlcials as a leading figure • 
in the terrorist war aaainet c.stro's 
Cuba. 

'Label unfair' 
"That label is very unfair to 

him," said Miami atto~ey Kirk 
Munroe, who represents Castro. 
", . . Oneman's terrorist II, aoother 
man's revolutioilUll'Y·" 

According to · FBI reports. the 
softspoken Miami exile headed .. the 
Front for the Uberation of Cuba 
(fLNC), once a:tleged by officials to 
be a significant anU-C&b11O terrorist 
group. 

The reports said he was &lISO ,a 
founding mem'bel' of the terrorist 
coalition knOW);l " ,CORV, [Coordi
nated Union of Revolutionary Orga
nizations}. whi'cb claimed responsi· 
bility for· aWl4ve of anti-castro 
bombings and mlu'ders in other 
countries, 

In the pa&tCastro denied . carry
ing out terrorist &l.ttQ~ inside the 
U.S. 

"Experienc,! has taught me . to 
treat FBI intelligenet reportS With 
caution." M.unroe said. ulf they 
have evldeaee that Fruak Castro is 
a terrOX'ist, t~y sho.uld .arrest him." 
. After tbe Tlc::k Talks 'prosecu

tion was drOppecl_ CUStfO'$ ftiend~ 
insisted tile dJ,.g a.lle~tions w~re 
unfair ana stellltned from hisnoto· 
fiety . . 

· ''There is no question in my 
mind people·aretrylng wdiscredit 
him," Munroe said. 

But earlier this year. castro was 
indicted a second time. on federal 

. drug charge3 In · BeaUIXlont, Tex. He 
has entered 8, plea of · not guilty. 
Munroe says the char8t!$ are based 
on flimsy evid'enee. . . .• 

"I've neVE;r seeD. or been pre
sented . with any tre~ble · evidence 
that he is a doper," Munroe said 
" ... If he was juSt Joe Smith. there 
would be sericJus questions whether 
be would hav'ebeen in Tick Talks 
and seriOUS (luestions whether be 
would bave been In tbe Beaumont 
case." 

Arll}-&ndoSantana . 
The case (If Armando Santana, a 

New Jersey-based exile who police 
say made fre,quent visits ~ Miami, 
is perhaps th.! most dramatic exam
ple of a high· profile reputed terror
ist whQ turned to drug dealing. . ' 
· Santana was identified by au

tborities aaall anti· Castro terrorist 
in 1976 atte·r a ' bOmbing in New 
York aUbe Academy of Music. The 
case led to his arrest. a ~lea of guil
ty on one charge and a priSon term. 
· After his :telease from jail. San· 

tana became a leader of the Cuban. 
Nationalist· Movement (CNM), a 
New Jersey~based . anti-castro 
group whose members w~realleged 
to have part.icipated In the 1976 
bomblng murder' o.f former Chilean 
Ambassador Orlando bLeUer. 
. "This nonsense o.f him being a 

terrorist is just that," defense attor
ney Ray Brown, Jr. said ill 1981,. ac
cording to press accQupU in New 
J~ntY:..~ '.1 

, "~,r. Santana has been clearly 
14entlflcd as a man prominent in the 
Cuban community. who does not 
act in surreptitious ways. He is a ' 
man who stands up and says, 'I be-
lieve this.' " . , 

. 'His impassioned 'public state~ 
ments .earned Santana a reputation 
in the Cuban exile commUnities of 
New Jersey as a dedlcated anti-Cas
tro leader. He was the subject ofa 
report on CBS' 60 Minutes and a.rti- " 
cies in New York publications.. .. 

Then, in October, '1981, FBI 
agents served a searcb warrant' on 
Santana's residence and discovered 
an estimated $40,000 worth of O1a. 
rijuana. He subsequently pled gui1'ty ~' 
to a drug charge, 

'·'Armarido Santarla, who was a 
hero, turned out to be a dope deal
er," said Walton, who directs an 
FBI-New York Police Department 
task force on terrorism. 

Raising money 
New Jersey and New York offi

cials said that some members of the 
Cuban Nationalist Movement used ' 
the group's public identification 
wi.th Omega 7 to rai~e money for 
the anti-Castro cause. . 

One · CNM fundraising tech· 
nique, officials said, was to sell 
Omega '7 decals to merchants 'for 
placement on doors or store win
dows . .. 

In a 1980 affidavit. a New Jer
sey pOlice lieutenant reported alle· 
gations "that the [group's] solicita~ 
tion techniques used with Cuban 
merchants. ; . iriclude subtle threats 
to bomb the stores of those who do 
not contribute to the cause. II - ',I 

There were no arrests for extor· 
tion. But FBI officials believe the 
fundi'alsing was suspiciously 
heavyhanded. 

"A lot of businesses iU Union 
City were being extorted. ostensi· 
blyfor ~nti·Castro reasons," Wal· 
ton said. "Subsequently there was 
evidence. that would · tend to indi
cate that some of the money [was 
invested in) narcotic!!." , 

The Cuban Nationalist Move
,ment has since been disbanded: In 
the past. the group's leaders insisted 
that donations from exile business
es were voluntary and enthusiastic, 
noting that $400.000 was raised for 
the legal defense of the group's 
members in the Letelier bombing 
case. ' 

Today in Miami. law enforce
ment officials say they are con- . 
vinced that Little Havana residents . are · still being Pressured to. give 
money in the name of the anti-Cas- ' 
tro movement. . ., . 

"I'm sUre there is a lot of extor
tion going On' in ~he coinmunity." 
Miami Police Mlljor PaUl Oboz says , 
flatly, But h~ adds that vic,Ums usu
ally do not . report the crimes and 

, generally refuse to cooperate with 
police. " . • .It's like. the "old Black-
hand Mafia." . . 

Metro-Dade Organized Crime. 
Bureau Chief Chief Arthur Nehrb
ass calls the . f1,lnd-raising efforts . 
"polite extortion" by activists who 
" ... encourage illegal activities uti
lizing 'The Cause'." · 

Little Havana is pressured by 
"psuedo anti·Castro Cubans," he 
said, "who utilize a·patriotic cover 
to. in many cases, extort contribu
tions for which there Is very little 
or no acco.untlng." , 

Said Mottro·Dade Sgt. Janosky: 
"Enough of it has gone ~ in this 
clty ovei' tbe y~atl> tbllt th.1 Seal' is 
implied." . 

The drug-terrorist connection 
makes . certain Miami homicide 
cases especially hard to unravel and 
leads officials · to suspect that some 
viol~nce attributed to. terrorism is 

actually rdatt:d to drugs. . 
"There were a lot (jf extortions 

kidnapings and murders that looked 
like terrorism," Police MJjor Put
man said. "But when Y9U got in
volved With it. you found out it's 
narcotics." 

On the night of Jan 7, 1977, 
Juan Jose Peruyero, formerpresi
'dent of the Brigade 2506. was at
tacked by two gunmen while stand
ing i~ front of his home. Hit by bul
lets 10 the back, he died soon after 
at Jackson Memorial Hospital. 

The Bay of Pigs veteran was a 
respected figure in the exile com
munity, an elder statesman of the · 
auti·castro . movement, and his 
death shocked Little'ltavana. " 

"Peruyero was · a very signifi
cant man in the community, a mat\. 
of ~reat ' powerand prestige." Put~ 
man said. " ... He V'{as the man you . 
went to see if you had a problem." 

From the beginning, Peruyero's 
murder was publicly linked to ter
rorism or blamed on pro-Castro 
agents. But after a lengthy investi. 
gation, aetectives found evidence of 
other motives. 

'Police learned that two mem
bers of the Pragmatista terrorist. 
cell. had sought Peruyero's help 
over an earlier murder and he had 
abruptly rejected their entreaties. 

. "They thought Peruyero was . 
,going to betray them and 1 believl~ 
they killed him," Putman said. "I 
thiak a~ tl)e time it was a personal 
:dispqte." . 

There were no indications Pt!
ruyero was · iqvolved in drugs. But 
pollee also learned tltat shortly t e
fore his d'eatb he served as a media· 
tor in ,a 4ispute betwe~n two ul
leged drug dealers and, in the proc
ess; angered one oUhe factions. 

.. "Among the dispute!i he was (e
'soMng ..• there may very ,vidt 
haVE: been narcotics dC.ll:ers Who 
were disputing over money," Put
man acknowledged. "1"l)e parties to 

Uhat disput" '.; had a ' very. very 
strong motive to re~ate · against 
him." 
, The angered drug dealer had 
close enough ties to the Pragmatis' 
tas, say police, that he could ar
range for members of the terrorist 
group to double as hitmen. . 
, No one was ever charged in the 
k,Ulirtg. 

M~sierrer's death 
Another case involved the death 

of Rolando Masferrer, a flamboyant 
adti-castro leader who was killed , 
one morning in 1975 when a pow
erful dynamite explosion erupted 
beneath his car. 
. Initially, his deatb was publicly 
blamed on pro-Castro agents or ter
rorism. There was even a communi- ' 
que issued by an anti-Castro group 
,callE'.ci Zero that too~ credit for the 
: bombing. . 
: But Miami authorities subse
'<[uenty decided that the most likely 
,motnve had little to do with anti-
Castro politics; . 
: Metro-Dade police concluded 
;that the killing was. probably car
.ried out in retaliation for a private 
extortion campaign that Masferrer 
allegedly conducted in Little Ha· 

. vana. 
"Masferrer's [death) was a mur· 

der. not the result of a terrorist 
act," said Janosky. " ... He had a lot 
.of enemies." 

An FBI .intelligence summilry 
offem, tbis funner insight: 
, "Some iltt.llRb~rs Qf Mi:".ff!ITpr ' ~, 
\family Ildmittecl bo had bt" lU , '\I . 
,gagQ<lln e1Ctortion of th~ Cubull 
Mafia and narcotics dealers in 
'Miami and that retaliation was 
taken against. him." 

No .one was ever arrested in the 
case. 



EI paso. del terrorismo a la droga 
&"h~~' 1';(;"',.30~··8'.3 

Por JIM McGEE ' rado y la tra .. 6 d . , ~-I 
i<e4Qclor de £1 Miami Herald secreta ind' nscnpCl ~ e una grabaClon "No yeo una diterencia significativa 

Aumentan las pruebas que vinculan a terrorista g~~ ~u; ~~~~:::rs ~el grup~ entre los resulta~?s fin!lles [de Omega 71 
muchos presuntosterroristas anticastris- bradores a la f:erza al servi~io 0:0 co y los de las fa~11Ibas ~ambino 0 Genove
tas ~ los grupos .de delincuentes estilo trabandistas de drog~s radlcados en ~~:: :~l'~~~ol~e~afOlat~' .aflrFma el subdirect~r 
mafla que se dedlcan al trAfico de dro- mi. . . a lema ederal de Investl-
gas, la extorsi6n ye1 asesinato, segun los Las autoridades de Miami sospechan r:clone~ (FBI), K:en.neth "Walton. "Solo 
r~~~lta~os de una investigaciondel He- que parte de 1a vl?lencia atribuida publi- , sU~~i;::S~~~~ilg~~i~!ad b d 
ra . camente al terrortsmo, incluido el asesi- r t ~ . a a ca o. u-

En vez de combatlr a Castro algunos nato del lider exiliado Rola d M f ~~ e un ano J?or el H~rald encontro un 
terroristas se han convertido ~n delin- rre'r. fue en realidad consecu~n~i~ :es r~: relt~ad~. patron en la sup~esta pa~tici
cuent~s. . . . validades relaciQnadas con las drogas 0 pacl n e presuntos ~erroflstas antlcas-

Reclentes testlm011l~ ante un gran ju- de disputas person ales. 50ntinua en 1a paginll 4 
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entre la 
bomba y 
Ia droga 
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en e1 bajo mundo de la droga, bien 
mediante la complicidad directa 
en e1 ne&oCio de las d.rogas o me
dj~te la solicitud de fODdQS " 
grupos de traficantEls. ' 

El proceso de corrupci6n de los 
terroristas anticastristas suele se· 
guir el mismo patron, segun el co. 
mandante de la policia de Miami 
Emory Putnam, jef.l de la secti6n 
de investigacl60 cr.iaunal del · de
partamento. 

"Los que quertan .corrorn~r [Ia 
causa anticastrista) en au benefi
cio personal, se dedncaban a la ex
torsi6n", explic6. "Env~z de 
pedir contribucionElS t ,. . I las, 
extgian. Y no exc1uiao el uso de la 
fuerza". 

"Eso fue 10 prim.:ro, y despues, 
COIPO consecueneia, natural. co
menzaron a sacarle (dinero) a al- . 
guna gente implicacla en el trAfico 
de narc6ticos. El pr6ximo paso 
era partiCipar en el trafico ellos' 
mismos". . 

En ' la actual investigaeion en 
torno a Omega 7. grupoacusado· 
de mas de 30 exploldones de .bom
bas y asesinatos, lill aut.oridades 
federa1es arirman que existen 
pruebas de que Oml!ga 7 mantuvo 
cont'actos de envargadura con , 

. contrabandistas dl~ droglJS de 
Miami. 

;Los arcbivos judiciales 'I fueD~ 
tt'A relaclonadas con elcaso de 
Omega 7 indican que el presunto 
llder de Omega 7. Eduardo Aroce- . 
~!,. utilizO a su grupo'lemmsta 
Tuertemente armado para cobrar 
deudas a personas "inculadas COD 
los trafleantes de drogas. 

Waltop recono(:io que sus 
agentes investigan las afirmacio
nes ude que elementos de Omega ' 
7 ban sido acusados de ex-torsia-, 
nar a traficantes de drogas del sur. 
de la Florida", No ~;e -les acpsade. 
haber participado aetivamente en 
el trafico. · ' 

Los . func'ionarlos federales ~ Be*'. 
neaaron.a 4", mas de.ta .... ~o , 

Este informe es la entrega final de un .. serie 'de articoios ba
sado~ e.n un~ investigac!0!lbecha por e~ Herald sobre el tert~rls

I rno antlcastnsta, las acttvldades de los agentes de inteHgenciacu
banos ~n el sur de la Florida y la reaccion de las autoridades nor
teamerlcanas. 

Los informes previos: 
. • Examinaron al grupo terrorista Omega 7 e identificaron a 

su presunto Uder. Ed1,lardo Arocena, 
• Revelaron pruebas hasta entoncessecretas sobre eJ aten

tado terrorista de 1976 contra el director de noticias de WQBA 
Emilio Milian, . . ' 
. ! Detallaron las actividades de' los espias procastrista5 en 
MiamI, 

• Describieron la influencia de los terroristas anticastristas 
sobre los politicoS de Miami. 

• Informaron sobre'anteriores (racasos policiates en sus in
tentos de organizar una campana antiterrorista efectiva. 

un abogado criminalista de Mia
mi, que participa en el caso, rna
nifest6 que agentes del FBI Ie ex
pusieron sus sospechas durante 
una reciente entrevista en Nueva 
York. 

"Segun la teoria del gobierno. 
Omega 7, " fin de recaudar dinero 
para sus actividades anticastris
taB, presionahaa algunostrafi
cantes de drogas a nombre de 
otros traficantes de drogas, ha~ 
ciendo las veces de cobradores", 
expres6 el abogado Stephen 
Glass. "De eso es de 10 que dicen 
tener pruebas". 

"Su teoria es que [Omega 71 era 
utilizada solamente como brazo 
cobrador", aiiadi6 Glass. "Y reci
bian una parte del dinero . para 
continuar sus actividades anticas
tristas". 

Los archivos judiciales mues
tI-an que el fBI se ,valiO de prue~ 
bas obtenidas mediante una gra
baci6n secreta para documentar 
un caso en que supuestos miem
bros de Omega 7 se dirigieron a 
un conocido exigiendole dinero. 

Al parecer, algunos traficantes 
de drogas bablaro.n ante el FBI. 

"La otra parte en ese tipo dli! 
. transaccionesnos 10 ha corrobo

rado", declar6 recientemente ante 
un tribunal el fiscal federal adjun
to Michael Tabak. "Y se trata de 
elevadisiinas sumas (de d6]are5I". 
W~lton afirma que Omeea 7 

' puede haber obt~nioo.: hasta 
. $100,000 del co.bro def4inero'Qi' 
lasdrogas . . 

, "Estoy seguro de que Arocena 
10 niega". declar6 su abogado, 

~ frJl:pit W.Ql:ll· ~'No 10 han acusado 
de eso, y nacerlo por medio de hl
directas es una forma de difama
ci6n". 

La in v('stigacion ~n torno a 
Omega 7, que condujo en dlas pa
sados al enc8usamiento de Aroce
na por 47 e.cusaciones distintas de 
terrorism0, prosigue. 

El caso actual de Omega 7 no 
constituye la primera vez que :>ale 
a relucir un yinculo entre la droga 
y. ,los terronstas en la investiga
cIon de atentados anticastristas 
n~ tam~oco es la primera vez qu~ 
dlCho VlDculo aparece en informes 
de inteligencia. 

"Con el correr de los aims 
vima,s que 'm~s y mas!terroristasi 
termmaban lDvolucrados en el 
trafico de narc6ticos", dedaro al . 
sargento de la policia metropoli
tana Paul Janosky. jefe del' escua
dr6n antiterrorista · de esa depen
dencia. 

Ha habido varios militantes an
ticastristas en Miami que estuvil:
ron al principio relacionados con 
el terrorismo y luego fueron acu
sados formalmente de narcotrAfi
co. 

Rolando Otero fUi! arrest ado 
despues de una serie de nueve ex
plosiones de bom bas ocurridas en 
1975 en Miami. Entre los blancos 
de dichos actos terroristas estu· 
vieron las dependencias de la Of i
dna Federal de Investigaciones 
(FBI), las estaciones dt; la policia 
de Miami, un banco, elaeropuerto 
y el edificio de Justitia de Metro-
Dade. . 

Al abrirse e1 caso, Otero se per
fi16 como figura prominente en 
La Pequeiia Habana abnuado por 
4ig~i!:tarios tales como t:ll alcalde 
de MilWl~ Maurice Ferre y vi tori:
ado come.> unh~roe anticastrista. 

En las cortes, Otero fue prime
ro absuelto de los cargos federa
les por las explosiones OJ' lucgo 
condenado bajo cargos estutales 
en relaCi6n con una explosi6n. 
Permaneci6 en libertad mientras 
ape1aba y luego desapareciO. 

El 7 de mayo de 1982, Otero 
fue arrestado nuevamente cerca 
de Riviera Beach a bordo de una 
embarcacion pesquera de 24 pies 
que agentes federales de la lucha 
contra las drogas djjeroR . estaba 
cargada con 311 Ubras de mari
huana. 



A.ssoQated Fr., 

Otrpra _ e!1~'~ .BI!'~ heroe, Ar~ando Santana 5e declaro culpable de car9;Os por drop. 

Otero fue posteriormente con· 
denado en una corte federal en 
Fort lauderdale por un cargo re
lacionado con drogas y se Ie im
puso una sentencia de.· tres ados 
de prlsi6n. Es~~ veredicto est6 ae-

. tualmente en iLpelacl6n. 
.................... _'" '"f;;a m.ts elaborada investigaci6n 

polieial que toe6 esas presuntas 
interrelaciones fue la llamada 
Operaci6n Tic:k Talks. £1 fallido 
caso de drogas de 1981 estuvo ba-, 
sado i:nicialmente en el testimonio 
del controversial informante Ri
cardo Moralles. terrorista el 
mismo que fue acusado de narco
tr6flco. 

Como caso criminal. Tick Talks 
fue un verg(lDzoso fracaso. Un 
agresivo equip<> a cargo de la de
fensa destruYIl el caso del gobier
no durante la.~ audiencias previas 
at jui"Cio. EI CILSO fue anulado des
pues que un juez prohibi6 et uso 
del grueso 6e las pruebas estata-. 
les. 

Entre los acusadoi nombrados 
en Tick Talks estaba Frank Cas
tro quien. durante los ai\os seten
ttr. lue icleDtW .. ' por .tficialtj 

como una importante figura en la 
guerra terrorista contra la Cuba 
de Castro. 

"Ese ealificativoes muy inj1:lsto 
para can ill", expres6 el. abogado 
de Miami Kirk, Munroe que repre
senta a Castro. "El hombre que 
para unos es un terrorista, para 
otros es un revolucionario". 

Segun informes del FBI. el· dis
creta exiliado de Miami dirigia el 
Frente para la Liberaci6n: de Cuba 
(FLNC). que en una ocasi6n rue 
catalogado por agentes como un 
importante grupo terrorista anti
castrista. 

Los informes expresaron que 
fue tam bien miembro fundador de 
la coalici6n terrorista conocida 
como CORU. quese responsabili~ 
z6 por una ola de explosiones y 
asesinatos anticastristas en otros 
pa.is.~s:· . .'. 

En el pasado, Frp.k Castro 
nego haber llevado acal)o accio
nes terroristas dentro de Estados 
Unidos. 

"La experiencia me ha ensena· 
do a tratar los informes de Inteli
gtmCia del FBI CQD precaucion", 

dijo Munroe .. "Si presentan prue
bas de que Frank Castro es terro
rista. deberian arrestarl.:>··. 

Despues que el caso de Tick 
Tl\lks fue cerrado, los amigos de 
Frank Castro insistier.on en que 
los alegatos de drogas. eran injOS
tos y habia,n sido originados por 
su notorledad. . 

"No existen dudas en mi'mente 
de que la gente estA iratando de 
desacteditarlo", dijo Munroe. 

Pera a principios de este ano, 
Castro fue encausado por segunda 
v·ez bajo cargos federales por drO
gas en' Beaumont, Texas. Elacu
sado se declar6 inocente. Munroe 
dljo que los cargosestan basados 
en pruebas de muy p~co peso. 
. "No he visto ni me hanmostra

do jam's pruebas fidedignas de 
que el sea un nar.cotrafieante"; 
comento Munroe. H[ ••• ) Si se hu
biera tratado de un simple Juan 
Perez. habrian surgido senas 
dudas sobre su participaci6n en 

. Tick Talks y en el caso Beau
mont". 

Elcaso de Armando Santana, 
ex.iliadQ ra4i~o M Nueva Jersey 



• 

que segun la policia hizo frecuen
tes visitas a Miami. es quizas el 
mas imponente ejemplo de un 
terrorista de altura que se paso aJ 
narcotrafico. 

Santana fue identificado en 
1976 por las autoridades como uri 
terrorista anticastrista despues de 
una explosion ocurrida en la Aca
demia de la Musica en Nueva 
York. EI caso condujo a.~u arres
to, su declaraciOn de culpabilidad 
sobre un cargo y una sentencia de 
dos alios de prision. 

Despue.s de salir de la carcel, 
Santanase convirtio en Ifder del 
Movimiento Nacionalista Cubano 
(MNC) •. gropo anticastrista radi
cado en Nueva Jersey cuyos 
miembros fuerOD considerados' 
presuntamente como participan· 
tes en la explosion . que causO la 
muerte en 1976 del ex embajador 
chileno Orlando Letelier. 

"Esta tontena de considerarlo 
un terrorista es s610 eso", mani· 
fest6 en 1981 el abogado defensor 

Continua en ta pagina 5 

EI narc.otniJico ha atrafdo a terrorislas 
VIENE DE LA' PAGINA 4· merciantes para" su colOcacion ea 

. ' las puertas y' vidrieras de sus es· 
Ray Brown, Jr" de acuerdo con tablecimientos. 
informes de prensa en Nueva Jer- En una declaration juradade 
sey. 1980. un teniente de la policia de 

"El Sr. Santana ha sido clara- Nueva Jer$ey inform6 de alegatos 
mente identificado como un hom- de "que las tecnicas de recauda
bre prominente en la comunidad cion [del grupo) usadas con co
cubana que no acrua en lormas . merciantes cubanos r .. ~ I inclu
subrepticias. Es un hombre de los yen amenazas sutiles de que se 
que se paran y dicen,. 'Yo creo en colocarlan bombas en los estable
esto' ". cimientos de aqtuHlos que no con-

Sus apasionadas' declaraciones tribuyen a la causa". 
ptiblicas Ie granjearon a Santana No se e'fectuaron arrestos por 
una fama dentro de las comunida-. extorsi6n perl) agentes del F.BI 
des del exilio cubano de Nueva consideran qQe la recaudaci6n de 
Jersey como dedicado Uder 'anti- fondos fueptesuntamente autori. 
castrista. Fue objeto· de un infot- tana. 
me del programa de CBS 60 ~i- "Gran cantidad de negocios en 
nutes y articulos en pu-blicaciones Union City fueron extorsionados 
de Nueva York. ostensiblemente por razones anti-

Fue entonces, en octubre de castristas", dijo Walton. "Paste. 
1981, que agentes del FBI se per- riormente~ se encontraron prue
sonaron con una orden de registro baS que tienden· a indicar que 
en la residencia de Santana y des- parte del dinero fue [invertido en] 
cubrieron aproximadamente narcoticos. 
$40,000 en marihuana. Santaha se El Movimiento Nacionalista 
declaro posteriormente culpable Cubano ha estado desde entonces 
de un cargo de drogas y ' fuesen- a la desbandada.· En el pasado, los 

'tenciado a cinco aiios de prisi6n. Iideres delgrupO insistieron en 
"Armando Santana, otrora un que las donaciones de negocios 

beroe, se convirtio en un vende- del exillo fueron voluntarias y en
dor de marihuana", expres6 Wal- tu~iastas, destacando que 
ton, que wrige un equipo especial $400,000 fueron recogidos para 
contra el terrorismo integrado dedfcarlos al pago de las fianzas 
pOr miembros del FBI y del De- de los miembros · del g1'1lPO en el 
partamento de Policia de Nueva ca-so de la explosi6n de Letelier. 
York. Actualmente en MIami los 

Funcionarios· de Nueva Jersey agentes para elcumplintiento de 
v Nueva York diieron. Que alau· la lev diieron estarconvencidos 
nos miembros del·MNC utilizaion de que los residentes de La Pe
la identificati6n publica del gropo quena Habana estan siendo toda
con Omega 7 para recoger dinero via presionados para que den di. 
para la causa anticastrista. nero en l1-ombre . del moviniiento 

Una de las tecnicas de recqgida anticastrista. 
de fondos del MNC, seguq . ,los "Estoy seguro de que se est! 
funcionarios, fue la de vender cal- Hevando a cabo una gran cantidad 
comanias de Omega 7 a los co- de extorsion en la comunidad", 

expresO Ilanamente el mayor' de 
hI. politia de Miami Paul Oboz. 
Pero aiiadio que las victimas ge· 
neralmente no informan de dicho 
delito y generalmente se niegan a 
cooperar con la pOlicia. "Es como 
la vieja niafia de chantajlstas de la 
ManoNegra". 

EI jefe de la oficina metropoIi
tana contra el crimen organizado 
Arthur Nehrbass califica de "ex
torsi6n cortes" los esfuerzos para 
recaudar fondos que realizan acti
vistas que "[ ... I fomentan actl
\'idades ilegales utilizando 'La 
Causa'. [como frente)". 

"Hay cubanos seudoanticastris
taS" que estan presionando a La 
Pequei\a Habana, dijo, "utilizando 
una cobertura patri6tica para, en 
muchos casos, extorsionar a las 
personas a que les den contribu
ciones .para las que no hay mucha 
o ninguna explication". 

Dijo Janosky: "Las cosas que 
han ocurrido a traves de los aiios 
en esta ciudad hacen que el temor 
este impIicito". 

Debido a la conexi6n entre las 
drogas y el terrorismo, ciertos. 
casas de homicidio en Miami son 
especialmente dific;:iles de desci
frar. Es por ello que algunos fun
cionarios sospechan que ciertos 
aetos de violencia que se atrtbu
yen al terrorismo estan de hecho 
relacionados con las drogas. 

"Hubo muchos secuestros. ex
torsiones y asesinatos que pared
an set actos de terrorismo", de
clarO el comandante de ia poiida 
Putman. "Pero cuando unoinves
tigaba, descubria que se trataba 
de narc6ticos". . . 

En la noche del 7 de enero de 
1977. dos pistoleros atacaron.a 
Juan Jose Peruyero. ex presidente 
de la Brigada 2506, que estaba p~-

.~ 
• 

radofrente a su hogar. Murio en 
el hospital Jackson Memorial, 
poco despues de baber recibido 
balazos en la espalda. 

El veterano de Bahia de Cochi
nos era una figura respetada en la 
comunidad de . exiliados, uno de 
los estadistas mas viejos del movi
miento anticastrista. y su muerte 
dej6 constemada a La pequeiia 
Habana. 

. "Peruyero era un hombre muy 
importante en la comunidad, un 
hombre de gran podet y presti· 
gio", dijo Putman. "' .,. 1 Era el 
hombre al que uno iba aver cuan
do tenia alglln problema". 

Desde el principlo. el asesinato , 
de. Peruyero se lig6 publicamente • 
con el terrorismo, 0 con agentes 
procastristas. Pera tras una larga 
investigaci6n, detectives hallaron 
evidencia de que habia otros mo
tivos. 

La policia se enter6 de que dos 
miembros de la celula terrorista 
Pragmatista habian buscado la 
ayuda de Peruyero por. un asesi· 
nato anterior, y que 61 habia re
chazado abruptamente sus peti
ciones. 

"Ellas pensaroD que PeruyerO" 
los iba a traicionar; y en mi opi1 
ni6n. 10 mataron". expl1c6 Put·· 
man. "Yo creo que se trataba de 
una disputa personal". 

No habia lnwcaciones de que 
Peruyero estuvi~se i:lvc!ucrado 
con drogas. Pero ·la policia tam· 
bien seenter6de que poco antes 
de 8U muerte, sirvi6 como media
dor en una disput& entre dos su
puestos narcotraficantes, y que en 
el proceso provoco ta ira · de una 
de las fracciones. 


