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Mr. VANCE, from the Committee to Investigate the Causes which have
led to the Emigration of Negroes from the Southern to Northern
States, submitted the following

REPORT:

The Select Committee, appointed by the Senate to investigute the causes which
have led to the migration of the negroes from the Southern States to the
Northern States, having duly considered the same, beg leave to submit the
Jollowing report :

On the 1Sth day of December, 1879, the Senate passed the following
resolution :

Whereas large numbers of negroes from the Southern States are emigrating to the
Northern States ; and

Whereas it is currently alleged that they are induced to do so by the unjust and
cruel conduct of their white fellow-citizens towards them in the South, and by the
genial or abridgment of their personal and political rights and privileges: There
ore,

Be it resolvred, That a committee of five members of this body be appointed by its
presiding officer, whse duty it shall be to investigate the canses which have led to
the aforesaid emigration, and to report the same to the Senate; and said committee
shall have power to send for persons and papers, and to sit at any time.

In obedience to this resolution the committee proceeded to take testi-
mony on the 19th day of January, and continuing from time to time until
153 witnesses had been examined, embracing persons from the States
of North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas,
Missouri, Kansas, and Indiana. Much of this testimony is of such a
character as would not be received in a court of justice, being hearsay,
the opinions of witnesses, &c., but we received it with a view to ascer-
taining, if possible, the real state of facts in regard to the condition of
the Southern colored people, their opinions and teelings,and the feelings
and opinions of their white neighbors. We think it clearly established
from the testimony that the following may be said to be the causes
which have induced this migration of the colored people from various
portions of the South to Northern States, chiefly to Kansas and Indiana:
That from North Carolina, the State to which we first directed our at-
tention, was undoubtedly induced in a great degree by Northern politi-
cians, and by negro leaders in their employ, and in the employ of rail-
road lines.

Examining particularly into the condition of the colored men in that
State, it was disclosed Ly the testimony of whites and blacks, Repub-
licans and Democrats, that the causes of discontent among those people
conld not have arisen from any deprivation of their political rights or
any hardship in their condition. A minute examination into their
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situation shows that the average rate of wages, actording to the age
and strength of the hand for field labor, was from eight to fifteen dollars
per month, including board, and house to live in, garden and truck
patches around the house, fire-wood, and certain other privileges, all
rent free.

These, added to the extra labor which could be earned by hands dur-
ing the season of gathering turpentine and resin, or of picking cotton,
made the general average of compensation for labor in that State quite
equal to if not better than in any Northern State to which these people
were going, to say nothing of the climate of North Carolina, which was
infinitely better adapted to them.

The closest scrutiny could detect no outrage or violence inflicted upon
their political rights in North Carolina for many years past. They all
testified that they voted freely; that their votes were counted fairly;
that no improper influence whatsoever was exerted over them; and many
were acquiring real estate, and were enjoying the same privileges of
education for their children, precisely, that the whites were enjoying.

It was also disclosed Ly the testimony that there existed aid societies
in the city of Washington, in the city of Topeka, Kans., Indianapolis,
and elsewhere throughout the West, whose avowed ohject was to fur-
nish aid to colored men migrating to the West and North ; and notwith-
standing that the agents and members of these societies generally
disclaimed that it was their intention to induce any colored men to leave
their homes, but only to aid in taking care of them after they had ar-
rived, yet it was established undeniably, not only that the effect of these
societies and of the aid extended by them operated to cause the exodus
originally, but that they stimnulated it directly by publishing and dis-
tributing among the colored men circulars artfully designed and calecu-
lated to stir up discontent. Every single member, agent, friend, or sym-
pathizer with these societies and their purposes were ascertained to
belong to the Republican party, and generally to be active members
thereof. Some of the circulars contained the grossest misrepresenta-
tion of facts, and in almost all cases the immigrants expected large aid
from the government of clothes, or land, or money, or free transporta-
tion, or something of that kind. Hundreds of them, on given days at
various points in the South, crowded to the depots or to the steainboat
landings upon a rumor that free transportation was to be furnished to
all who would go. It was also disclosed by the testimony on the part of
some very caudid and intelligent witnesses that their object in pro-
moting this exodus of the colored people was purely political. They
thought it would be well to remove a sufticient number of blacks trom
the South, where their votes could not be made to tell, into close States
in the North, and thus turn the scale in favor of the Republican party.

Wages, rents, method of cropping on shares, &c., were inguired into
in all of the Southern States mentioned, and the fact ascertained that
the aggregate was about the same as in North Carolina. In most of
the Southern States where wages were higher than in North Carolina
expenses were also higher, so that the aggregate, as before stated, was
about the same.

One cause of complaint alleged as a reason for this exodus of the
colored people from the South was their mistreatment in the courts of
justice. Directing our attention to this the committee have ascertained
that in many of the districts of the South the courts were under entire
Republican control—judges, prosecuting attorueys, sheriffs, &c., and
that there were generally as many complaints from districts thus con-
trolled as there were from districts which were under the control of the
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Democratic officials ; and that the whole of the complaintstaken together
might be said to be such as are generally made by the ignorant who fail
to receive in courts what they think is justice.

Your committee found no State or county in the South, into which this
investigation extended, where colored men were excluded from juries
either in theory or in practice; they found no county or district in the
South where they were excluded, either in theory or practice, from their
share in the management of county affairs and of the control of county
government. On the contrary, whenever their votes were in a majority
we found that the officers were most generally divided among the black
people, or among white people of their choice. Frequently we found
the schools to be controlled by them, especially that portion of the school
fund which was allotted to their race, and the complaints which had
been so often made of excessive punishment of the blacks by the courts
a8 compared with the whites, upon investigation in nearly all cases,
proved to be either unfounded in fact or that if there was an apparent
excess of punishment of a black man the cause was ascertained to be in
the nature of the crime with which he was charged, or the attendant eir-
cumstances.

The educational advantages in the South, the committee regret to say,
were found to be insunfticient, and far inferior to those of most of the
States of the North, but such as they were we found in every case that
the blacks had preciscely the same advantages that the whites enjoyed;
that the school fund was divided among them according to numbers;
that their teachers were quite as good, and chosen with as much care ;
that their schools existed as many months in the year; in short, the
same facilities were afforded to the blacks as were to the whites in this
respect ; and that these schools were generally supported by the volun-
tary taxation imposed by the legislatures composed of white men, levied
upon their own property for the common benefit.

With regard to political outrages which have formed the staple of
complaint for many years against the people of the South, your com-
mittee diligently inquired, and have to report that they found nothing
or alinost nothing new. Many old stories were revived and dwelt upon
by zealous witnesses, but very few indeed ventured to say that any con-
siderable violence or outrage had been exhibited toward the colored
people of the South within the last few years, and still fewer of all those
who testitied upon this subject, and who were evidently anxious to make
the most of it, testified to anything as within their own knowledge. It
was all hearsay, and nothing but hearsay, with rare exeeptions.

Many of the witnesses before us were colored politicians, men who
make their living by politics, and whose business it was to stir up feeling
between the whites and blacks; keep alive the embers of political hatred ;
and were men of considerable intelligence, so that what they failed
to set forth of outrages perpetrated against their race may be safely
assumed not to exist. Many, on the contrary, were intelligent, sober,
industrious, and respectable men, who testified to their own condition,
the amount of property that they had accumulated since their eman-
cipation, the coinfort in which they lived, the respect with which they
were regarded by their white neighbors. These universally expressed
the opinion that all colored men who would practice equal industry and
sobriety could have fared equally well; and in fact their own condition
was ample proof of the treatment of the colored people by the whites
of the South, and of their opportunities to thrive, if they were so de-
termined. Some of these men owned so much as a thousand acres of
real estate in the best portions of the South; many of them had tenants
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of their own, white men, occupying their premises and paying them
rent; and your committee naturally arrived at the conclusion that if
one {Jlack man could attain to this degree of prosperity and respectable
citizenship, others counld, having the same capacity for business and
practicing the same sobriety and industry.

Your committee also directed their attention to the complaints fre-
quently made with regard to the laws passed in various States of the
South relating to landlord and tenant, and to the system adopted by
many planters for furnishing their tenants and laborers with supplies.
‘We found, upon investigation of these laws, and of the witnesses in re-
lation to their operation, that as a general rule they were urgently called
for by the circumstances in which the South found itself atter the war.’
The universal adoption of homestead and personal property exemption
laws deprived poor men of credit, and the landlord class, for its own
protection, procured the passage of these laws giving them a lien upon
the crop made by the tenant until his rents and hig supplies furnished
for the subsistence of the tenant and his family had been paid and dis-
charged; and while upon the surface these laws appeared to be hard
and in favor of the landlord, they were, as was actually testitied by many
intelligent witnesses, quite as much or more in favor of the tenant, as it
enabled him to obtain credit, to subsist himself and his family, and to
make a crop without any means whatsoever but his own labor. It was
alleged also that in many instances landlords, or if not landlords then
merchants, would establish country stores for furnishing supplies to
laborers and tenants, and the laborer, having no money to go elsewhere
or take the natural advantage of competition, was forced to buy at these
stores at exorbitant prices.

Your committee regret. to say that they found it to be frequently the
case that designing men, or bad and dishonest men, would take advan-
tage of the ignorance or necessiry of the negroes to obtain these exorbi-
tant prices; but at the saiwe time your comittee is not aware of any
spot on earth where the cunning and the unscrupulous do not take ad-
vantage of the ignorant; and cannot regard it as a suflicient cause for
these black people leaving their homes and going into distant States
and among strangers unless they had a proper assurance that the States
to which they were going contained no dishonest men, or men who would
take such advantage of them. Your committee feel bound to say, how-
ever, in justice to the planters of the South, that this abuse is not at all
general nor frequent; and that as a general rule while exorbitant prices
are exacted sometimes from men in the situation of the blacks, yet the
excuse for it is the risk which planter and merchant run. Should a bad
crop year come, should the Army wormn devour the cotton, or any other
calamity come upon the crop, the landlord is without his rent, the store-
keeper is without his pay, and worse than all the laborer is without any
means of subsistence for the next year. It is hoped and believed that
when the heretofore disturbed condition of the people of the South set-
tles down into regularity and order, the natural laws of trade and com-
petition will assert themselves and this evil will be to a great extent
remedied, whilst the diffusion of education among the colored people
will enable them to keep their own accounts and hold a check upon those
who would act dishonestly towards them.

On the whole, your committee express the positive opinion that the
condition of the colored people of the South is not only as good as
could have been reasonably expected, but is better than it large com-
munities were transferred to a colder and more inhospitable climate,
thrust into competition with a different system of labor, among strangers
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who are not accustomed to them, their ways, habits of thought and ac-
tion, their idiosyncrasies, and their feelings. While a gradual migra-
tion, such as circumstances dictate among the white races, might benefit-
the individual black man and his family as it does those of the whites, ,
we cannot but regard this wholesale attempt to transfer a people with--
out means and without intelligence, from the homes of their nativity in
this manner, as injurious to the people of the South, injurious to the
people and the labor-system of the State where they go, and, more than
all, injurious to the last degree to the black people themselves. That
there is much in their condition to be deplored in the South no one
will deny ; that that condition is gradually and steadily improving in
every respect is equally true. That there have been clashings of the
races in the South, socially and politically, is never to be denied nor to
be wondered at; but when we come to consider the method in which .
these people were freed, as the result of a bitter and desolating civil
war; and that for purposes of party politics these incompetent, ignorant,
landless, homeless people, without any qualitications of citizenship,
without any of the ties of property or the obligations of education,
were suddenly thrown into political ‘power, and the effort was made not
only to place them upon an equality with their late masters, but to ab-
solutely place them in front and hold them there by legislation, by mili-
tary violence, and by every other means that could possibly be resorted
to; when we consider these things, no philosophical mind can bLehold
their present condition, and the present comparative state of peace and
amity between the two races, without wonder that their condition is as
good as it is.

No man can behold this extraordinary spectacle of two people at-
tempting to reconcile themselves in spite of the interference of out-
siders, and to live in harmony, to promote each other’s prosperity in
spite of the bitter animosities which the sudden elevation of the one
has engendered, without the liveliest hope that if left to themselves the
condition of the former subject race will still more rapidly improve, and
that the best results may be reasonably and fairly expected.

Your committee is further of the opinion that all the attempts of legis-.
lation; that all the inflammatory appeals of politicians upon the stump
and through the newspapers; that the wild and misdirected philan-
thropy of certain classes of our citizens; that these-.aid societies, and
all other ot the influences which are so industriously brought to bear to-
disturb the equanimity of the colored people of the South and to make
them discontented with their position, are doing them a positive and
almost incalculable injury, to say nothing of pecuniary losses which
have thus been intlicted upon Southern communities.

Your committee is further of opinion that Congress having enacted
all the legislation for the Lenefit of the colored people of the South.
which under the Constitution it can enact, and having seen that all the.
States of the South have done the same; that by the Constitution of’
the United States and the constitutions of the various States these
people are placed upon a footing of perfect equality Lefore the law, and
given the chance to work out their own civilization and improvement,
any further attempts at legislation or agitation of the subject will but
excite in them hopes of exterior aid that will be disappointing to them,
and will prevent them from working out diligently and with care their
own salvation ; that the sooner they are taught to depend upon them-
selves, the sooner they will learn to take care of themselves; the sooner
they are taught to know that their true interest is promoted by culti-
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wating the friendship of their white neighbors instead of their enmity,
¢the sooner they will gain that friendship; and that friendship and har-
mmeny once fully attained, there is nothing to bar the way to their speedy
«ivilization and advancement in wealth and prosperity, except such as
tinder all people in that great work.

D. W. VOORHEES.

Z. B. VANCE.

GEO. H. PENDLETON.



Mr. WiINDOM, from the Committee to Investigate the Causes which have
led to the Emigration of Negroes from the Southern to the Northern
States, submitted the following

REPORT OF THE MINORITY.

The undersigned, a minority of the committee appointed under resolution of
the Senate of December 15, 1879, to investigate the causes wchich have led
to the emigration of negroes from the Southern to the Northern States,
submit the following report :

In the mounth of December last a few hundred colored men, women,
and children, discontented with their condition in North Carolina, and
hoping to improve it, were emigrating to Indiana. )

This movement, though utterly insigniticant in comparison with the
vastly greater numbers which were moving from other Southern States
into Kansas, seemed to be considered of very much more importance, in
certain quarters, on account of its alleged political purposes and bearing.
The theory upon which the investigation was asked was that the emi-
gration into the State of Indiana was the result of a counspiracy on the
part of Northern leaders of the Republican party to colonize that State
with negroes for political purposes. The utter absurdity of this theory
should have been apparent to everybody, for if the Republican party, or
its leaders, proposed to import negroes into Indiana for pelitical pur-
poses, why take them from North Carolina?  Why import them from a
State where the Republicans hope and expect to carry the election,
when there were thousands upon thousands ready and anxious to come
from States certainly Democratic. Why transport them by rail at heavy
expense half way across the continent when they could have taken them
from Kentucky without any expense, or brought them up the Mississippi
River by steamers at merely nominal cost! Why send twenty-five
thousand to Kansas to swell her 40,000 Republican majority, and only
seven or eight hundred to Indiana? These considerations brand with
falsehood and tolly the charge that the exodus was a political movement
induced by Northern partisan leaders. And yet to prove this absurd
proposition the committee devoted six months of hard and fruitless
labor, during which they examined one hundred and fifty-nine witnesses,
sciected from all parts of the country, mainly with reference to their
supposed readiness to prove said theory, expended over 830,000, and
filled three large volumes of testimony.

The undersigned feel themselves authorized to say that there is no
evidence whatever even tending to sustain the charge that the Repub-
lican party, or any of its leaders, have been instrumental, either directly
or indirectly, in aiding or encouraging these people to come from their
homes in the South to any of the Northern States. A good deal of com-
plaint was made that certain “aid societies” in the North had en-
couraged and aided this migration, and a futile attempt was made to
prove that these societies were acting in the interest of the Republican
party. Upon inquiry, however, it was ascertained that their purposes
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were purely charitable and had no connection whatever with any political
motive or movement. They were composed almost wholly of colored
people, and were brought into existence solely to afford temporary
relief to the destitute and suffering emigrants who had already come
into the Northern and Western States.

In the spring of 1879 thousands of colored people, unable longer to
endure the intolerable hardships, injustice, and suttering inflicted upon
them Dby a class of Democrats in the South, had, in utter despair, led
panic-stricken from their homes and sought protection among strangers
in a strange land. Homeless, penniless, and in rags, these poor people
were thronging the wharves of Saiut Louis, crowding the steamers on
the Mississippi River, and in pitiable destitution throwing themselves
upon the charity of Kansas. Thousands more were congrezating along
the banks of the Mississippi River, hailing the passing steamers, and
imploring them for a passage to the land of freedomn, where the rights
of citizens are respected and honest toil rewarded by honest compensa-
tion. The newspapers were filled with accounts of their destitution,
and the very air was burdened with the cry of distress from a class of
American citizens fiying from persecutions which they could no longer
endure. Their piteous tales of outrage, suftering and wrong touched
the hearts of the more fortunate members of their race in the North and
West, and aid societies, designed to afford temporary relief, and com-
posed largely, almost wholly, of colored people, were organized in Wash-
ington, Saint Louis, Topeka, and in various other places. That they were
organized to induce migration for political purposes, or to aid or encour-
age these people to leave their homes for any purpose. or that they
ever contributed one dollar to that end, is utterly untrue, and there is
absolutely nothing in the testimony to sustain such a charge. Their pur-
poses and objects were purely charitable. They found a race of wretched,
miserable people flying from oppression and wrong, and they sought to
relieve their distress. The refugees were hungry, and they fed them
in rags, and they clothed them; homeless and they sheltered them; des-
titute, and they found employment for them—only this and nothing
more.

The real origin of the exodus movement and the organizations at the
South which have promoted it are very clearly stated by the witnesses
who have been most active in regard to it.

Henry Adams, of Shreveport, Louisiana, an uneducated colored la-
borer, but a man of very unusual natural abilities, and, so far as the
comwittee could learn, entirely reliable and truthful, states that he en-
tered the United States Army in 1866 and remained in it until 1869;
that when he left the Army he returned to his former home at Shreve-
port, and, finding the condition of his race intolerable, he and a number
of other men who had aiso been in the Army set themselves to work to
better the condition of their people.

In 1870—
e says—

a parcel of us got together and said we would organize ourselves into a committee
and look into affairs and see the true condition of our race, to see whether it was pos-
sible we could stay under a people who held nus in bondage or not.

That committee increased until it numbered about five hundred, and
Mr. Adams says:

Some of the members of the committee was ordered by the committee to go into
every State in the South where we had been slaves, and post one another from time
to time about the true condition of our race, and nothing but the truth.
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In answer to the question whether they traveled over various States
he said :

Yes, sir; and we worked, some of us, worked our way from place to place, and went
from State to State and worked—some of them did—amongst our people, in the fields,
everywhere, to see what sort of a living our people lived—whether we could live in
the South amongst the people that held us as slaves or not. We continued that on
till 174,

Every one paid his own expenses, except the one we sent to Louisiana and Missis-
sippi.  We took money out of our pockets and seut him, and said to him you must now
go to work. You can’t find out anything till yon get amongst them. You can talk as
mnch as you please, but you have got to go right into the field and work with them
and sleep with them to know all about them.

I think about one handred or one hun-red and tifty went from one place or auother.

Q. What was the character of the information that they gave you!—A. Well, the
character of the infornation they brought to us was very bad, sir.

* - * * - * *

Q. Do you remember any of these reports that yon got from members of your com-
mittee f—A. Yes, sir; they said in several parts where they was that the land rent
was still higher there in that part of the country than it was where we first organized
it, and the people was still being whipped, some of them, by the old owners, the men
that had owned them as slaves, and some of them was being cheated out ot their
crops just the same as they was there,

Q. Was auything said about their personal and political rights in these reports as to
how they were treated —A. Yes; some of them stated that in some parts of the country
where they voted they would be shot.  SRome of them stated that if they voted the
D) mocratic ticket they wonld not be injnved.

Q. Now, let us understand more distinetly, before we go any further, the kind of peo-
ple who composed that association.  The committee, as 1 understand you, was com-
pesed entirely of laboring people >—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did it include any politicians of either color, white or black ?—A. No politicianers
didu’t belong to it, because we didn’t allow them to kunow nothing about it, because
we was afraid that if we allowed the colored politicianer to belong to it he would tell
it to the Republican poeliticianers, and from that the men that was doing all this to us
would get hold of it too, and then get after us.

» » * * »* » »

Q. Aboat what time did you lose all hope and contidence that your condicion could
be tolerable in the Southern States!—A. Well, we never lost all hopes in the world till
1~77.

Q. Why did you lose all hope in that year?—A. Well, we found ourselves in such
condition that we looked around and we seed that there was no way on earth, it seemed,
that we could better our condition there, and we discussed that thoroughly in our
organization in May. Wesaid that the whole South—every State in the South—had
got into the hands of the very men that held us slaves—from one thing to another—
and we thought that the men that held us slaves was holding the reins of government
over our heads in every respect almost, even the constable up to the governor. We
felt we had alinost as well be slaves under these men. In regard to the whole matter
that was discussed it came up in every council. Then we said there was no hope for
us and we had better go.

Q. You say, then, that in 1877 you lost all hore of being able to remain in the South,
and yon began to think of moving somewhere else !—A. Yes; we said we was going if
we had to run away and go into the woods.

Q. About how many did this committee consist of before you organized your coun-
cil? Give us the number as near as you can tell.—A. As many as five hundred in all.

Q. The committee, do you mean ?—A. Yes; the committee has been that large.

Q. What was the largest number reached by yonr colonization council, in your best
judgment !—A. Well, it is not exactly five hundred men belonging to the council that
we have in our council, but they all agreed to go with us and enroll their names with
us from time to time, so that they have now got at this time nincty-eight thonsand
vames enrolled.

Q. Theu through that council, as sort of subscribers to its purpose and acts and for
carrying out its objects, there were ninety-eight thousand names !—A. Ycs; ninety-
eizht thousand names enrolled.

Q. In what parts of the country were these ninety-eight thousand people scattered?
—A. Well, some in Louisiana—the majority of them in Lonisiana—and some in Texas,
and some in Arkansas. We joins Arkaunsas.

Q. Were there any in Mississippi 7—A. Yes, sir; a few in Mississippi.

Q. And a few in Alabama ?—A. Yes, sir; a few in Alabama, too.

Q. Did the organization extend at all into other States farther away ?—A. O, yes, sir.
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Q. Have you members in all the Southern States !—A. Notin every one, but in a
great many of the others.

Q. Are these members of that colonization council in communication as to the con-
iitign of your race, and as to the best thing to be done to alleviate their troubles 1—

. yes,

Q. 'What do you know abont inducements being held out from politicians of the
North, or from politicians anywhere else, to induce these people to leave their section
of country and go into the Northern or Western States !—A. There is nobody has writ-
ten letters of that kind, individnally—not no white persons, I know, not to me, to in-
duce anybody to come.

Q. Well, to any of the other members of your council #—A. No, I dov’t think to any
of the members. If they have, they haven’t said nothing to me about it.

It appears also from the evidence of Samuel L. Perry, of North Caro-
lina, a colored man, who accompanied most of the emigrants from that
State to Indiana, and who had more to do with the exodus from that
quarter than any other man, that the movement had its origin as far
back as 1872, as the following questions and answers will show :

Q. You have heard a good deal of this testimony with reference to this exodus from
North Carolina. Now begin at the beginning aud tell us all you know about it.—A.
Well, the beginning, I suppose, was in this way : The first idea or the first thing was,
we used to have little meetings to talk over these matters. In 18372 we first received
some circulars or pamphlets from O. F. Davis, of Omaha, Nebraska.

Q. In 1872 1—A. Yes, sir; in 137%2—giving a description of government lands and
railroads that could be got cheap; and we held little meetings then; that is, we would
meet and talk about it Sunday evenings—that is, the laboring class of our people—the
only ones I knew anything about: I had not much to do with the big professional ne-
groes, the rich men. I did not associate with them muceh, but I got among the work-
ingmen, and they would take these pamphlets and read them over.

Mr. Perry says that the feeling in favor of migrating subsided some-
what, but sprung up again in 1876. From that time down to 1879 there
were frequent consultations upon the subject, much dissatisfaction ex-
pressed respecting their condition, and a desire to emigrate to some part
of the West. Ie says about ¢ that time I was a subscriber to the New
York Herald, and from an article in that paper the report was that the
people were going to Kansas, and we thought we could go to Kansas too;
that we could get a colony to go West. That was last spring. We came
back and formed ourselves into a colony of some hundred men.” They
did not, however, begin their westward movements until the fall of 1879,
when it being ascertained by the railroad companies that a considerable
number of people were proposing to migrate from North Carolina to the
West, several railroad companies, notably the Baltimore and Ohio,
oftered to certain active and intluential colored men $1 per head for all
the passengers they could procure for the respective competing lines.

By reference to the evidence, part 3, page 136, it will be seen that the
emigration movement in Alabama originated as far back as the year 1871,
when an organization of colored people, called the State Labor Union,

*delegated Hon. George F. Marlow to visit Kansas, and other parts of
the West, for the purpose of examining that country and reporting back
to a future convention his views as to the expediency of removing thereto.
A convention of colored people was held again in 1872, at which Mr.
Marlow made the following glowing report of the condition of things in
Kansas and the inducements that State offered to the colored people.
He said:

In August, 1871, being delegated by your president for the purpose, I visited the
State of Kansas, and here give the results of my observations, briefly stated.

It is a new State, and as such possesses many advantages over the old.

It is much more productive than most other States. .

What is raised yields more profit than elsewhere, as it is raised at less expense.

The weather and roads enable you to do more work here than elsewhere.

The climate is mild and pleasant.
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‘Winters short and require little food for stock.

Fine grazing country; stock can be grazed all winter.

The population is enterprising, towns and villages spring np rapidly, and great
profits arise from all investments.

Climate dry, and land free from swamps.

The money paid to doctors in less healthy regions can here be used to build up a
house.

People quiet and orderly, schools and churehes to be found in every neighborhood,
and ample provision for free schools is made by the State.

Money plent{, and what you raise commands a good price.

Fruits of all kinds easily grown and sold at large profits.

Railroads are being built in every direction.

The country is well watered.

Salt and coal are plentiful.

It is within the reach of ¢very man, no matter how poor, to have a home in Kansas.
The best lands are to be had at from $2 to $10 an acre, on time. The different rail-
roads own large tracts of land, and offer liberal inducements to emigrants. You can

et }zmd land in some places for $1.25 an acre. The country is mostly open prairie,
evel, with deep, rich soil, producing from forty to one hundred bushels of corn and
wheat to the acre. The corn grows about eight or nine feet high, and I never saw
better fruit anywhere than there.

The report was adopted.

The feeling of the colored people in that State in 1872 was well ex-
pressed by Hon. Robert H. Kunox, of Montgomery, a prominent colored
citizen, who, in addressing the convention, spoke as follows:

I have listened with great attention to the report of the commissioner appointed by
authority of the State Labor Union to visit Kansas, and while I own the inducements
held ont to the laboring man in that far-off State are much greater than those enjoyed
by our State, I yet would say let us rest here awhile longer; let us trust in God, the
President, and Congress to give us what is most needed here, Eemonal security to the
laboring masses, the suppression of violence, disorder, and kukluxism, the protection
which the Constitution and laws of the United States guarantee, and to which as citi-
zens and men we are entitled. Failing in these, it is time then, I repeat, to desert the
State and seek homes elsewhere where there may be the fruition of hopes inaugunrated
when by the hand of Providence the shackles were stricken from the limbs ot four
million men, where there may be enjoyed in peace and happiness by your own tireside
the earnings of your daily toil.

Benjamin Singleton, an aged colored man, now residing in Kansas,
swears that he began the work of inducing his race to migrate to that
State as early as 1869, and that he has bronght mainly from Tennessee,
and located in two colonies—one in Cherokee County, and another in
Lyons County, Kansas—a total of 7,432 colored people. The old man
spoke in the most touching manner of the sufferings and wrongs of his
people in the South, and in the most glowing terms of their condition in
their new homes; and when asked as to who originated the movement,
he proudly asserted, “I am the father of the exodus.” He said that
during these years since he began the movement he has paid from his
own pocket over 8600 for circulars, which he has caused to be printed
and circulated all over the Soutbern States, advising all who can pay
their way to come to Kansas. In these circulars he advised the colored
people of the advantages of living in a free State, and told them how
well the emigrants whom he had taken there were getting on. He says
that the emigrants whom he has taken to Kansas are happy and doing
well. The old man insists with great enthusiasm that he is the ¢ whole
cause of the Kansas immigration,” and is very proud of his achievement.

Here, then, we have conclusive proof from the negroes themselves that
they have been preparing for this movement for many years. Organi-
zations to this end have existed in many States, and the agents of such
organizations have traveled throughout the South. One of these organi-
zations alone kept one hundred and fifty men in the field for years, trav-
eling among their brethren and secretly discussing this among other
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means of relief. As stated by Adams and Perry, politicians were ex-
cluded, and the movement was confined wholly to the working classes.

The movement has doubtless been somewhat stimulated by circulars
from railroad companies and State emigration societies which have found
their way into the South, but these have had comparatively little effect.
The following specimen of these emigration documents, which was gotten
up and circulated by Indiana Democrats, printed at a Democratic print-
ing office, and written by a Democrat, in our judgment appeals more
strongly to the imagination and wants of the negro than any we have
been able to find:

In every county of the State there is an asylum where those who are unable to work and hare
no means of support are cared for at the public expense.

Laborers who work by the month or by the year make their own contract with the
employer, and all disputes subsef}uent»ly arising are settled bv legal processes in the
Emper courts, everybody being equal before the law in Indiana. The price of turm labor

as varied considerably in the last twenty years. _dbout $16 per month may be assumed
as about the average per month, and this ix understood to include board and lodging at the
Sfarm-house. ‘'This amount i8 paid in current money at the end of each month, unless other-
wise stipulated in the contract. Occasionally a tenement house is fonnd on the larger
farws, where a laborer lives with his family, and cither rents a portion of the farm or
cultivates it on special contract with the landlord.  IIith us there is no cless of laborers
as such. The youny man who to-day may be a hired laborer at monthly wages, may in five

ears from now be himself a proprietor, owning the soil he cultivates and paying wages to

borers. The wpward road is open to all, and its highest clevation is attainable by in-
dustry, cconomy, and perseverance.

Sixteen dollars per month, with board! Everybody equal before the
law! No class of laborers as such! The hired man of to-day himself
the owner of a farm in five years! No cheating of tenants, but every-
thing paid in current money. And if all this will not attract the negro
he is told there is an ‘“asylum in every county” to which he can go when
unable to support himself. The document also promises to everybody
¢“free schools” in ¢ brick or stone school-houses,” and says they have
¢ 82,000,000 greater school fund than any State in the Union.” These
Democratic documents have been circulated by the thousand, and doubt-
less many of them have found their way into the negro cabins of North
Carolina. It is not surprising that the negro looks with longing eyes
to that great and noble State.

CAUSES OF THE EXODUS.

There is surely some adequate cause for such a movement. The ma-
jority of the committee have utterly failed to find it, or, if found, to rec-
ognize it. When it was found that any of their own witnesses were
ready to state causes which did not accord with their theory they were
dismissed without examination, as in the cases of Ruby and Stafford,
and a half dozen others who were brought from Kansas, but who on
their arrival here were found to entertain views not agreeable to the
majority.

We regret that a faithful and honest discussion of this subject com-
pels a reference to the darkest, bloodiest, and most shameful chapter of
our political history. Gladly would we avoid it, but candor compels us
to say that the volume which shall faithfully record the crimes which, in
the name of Democracy, have been committed against the citizenship,
the lives, and the personal rights of these people, and whichhave ﬁna]{;'
driven them in utter despair from their homes, will stand forever with-
out a parallel in the annals of Christian civilization. In discussing
these sad and shameful events, we wish it distinctly understood that we
do nbdt arraign the whole people nor even the entire Democratic party
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of the States in which they have occurred. The colored and other wit-
nesses all declare that the lawlessness from which they have suffered
does not meet the approval of the better class of Democrats at the
South. They are generally committed by the reckless, dissolnte classes
who unfortunately too often control and dominate the Democratic party
and dictate its policy. We have no doubt there are many Democrats
in the South who deeply regret this condition of things, and who would
gladly welcome a change, but they are in a helpless, and we fear a hope-
less, minority in many sections of that country.

The unfortunate and inexcusable feature of the case is that, however
much they may deplore such lawlessness, they have never, so far as we
can learn, declined to accept its fruits. They may regret the violence
and crimes by which American citizens are prevented from voting, but
they rejoice in the Democratic victories which result therefrom. So
long as they shall continue thus to accept the fruits of crime, the crimi-
nals will have but little fear of punishinent or restraint, and the law-
less conduet which is depopulating some sections of their laboring
classes will go on. There is another unfortunate feature of this mat-
ter. So long as crimes against American citizenship shall continne to
suppress Republican majorities, and to give a ¢ solid Sonth?” to the
Democracy, there will be found enough Democrats at the North who
will shut their eyes to the means by which it is accomplished, and seek
to cover up and excuse the conduct of their political partisans at the
South.

This is well illustrated by the report of the majority of the commit-
tee. In the presence of most diabolic outrages clearly proven; in the
tace of the declaration of thousands of refugees that they had fled be-
cause of the insecurity of their lives and property at the South, and
because the Democratic party of that section had, by means too shock-
ing and shameful to relate, deprived them of their rights as American
citizens; in the face of the fact that it has been clearly shown by the
evidence that organizations of colored laborevs, one of which numbered
ninety-eight thousand, have existed for many years and extending into
many States of the South, designed to improve their condition by emi-
gration—in the face of all these facts the majority of the committee
can see no cause for the exodus growing out of such wrongs, but en-
deavor to charge it to the Republicans of the North.

In view of this fact, it is our painful duty to point out some of the real
causes of this movement. It is, however, quite impossible to ennmerate
all or any considerable part of the causes of discontent and utter despair
which have finally culminated in this movement. To do so would be to
repeat a history of violence and crime which for fifteen years have red-
dened with the blood of innocent victims many of the fairest portions of
our country ; to do so would be to read the numberless volumes of sworn
testimony which have been carefully corded away in the crypt and base-
ment of this Capitol, reciting shocking instances of crime, erying from
the ground against the perpetrators of the deeds which they record.
The most which we can hope to do within the limits of this report is to
present a very few facts which shall be merely illustrative of the condi-
tions which have driven tfrom their homes and the graves of their fathers
an industrious, patient, and law-abiding people, whom we are bound by
every obligation of honor and patriotism to protect in their personal and
political rights and privileges.

We begin with the State of North Carolina because the migration from
that State has been comparatively insignificant, and also because the
conditions there are more favorable to the colored race than in any of
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the other cotton States of the South. Owing to the lack of funds, and
to the time employed in the examination of witnesses called by the ma-
jority, the Republican members of the committee summoned no witnesses
from the State of North Carolina, and were obliged to content themselves
with such facts as could be obtained from one or two persms who hap-
pened to be in this city, and such other facts as were brought out upon
cross-examination of the witnesses called by the other side. By the care-
ful selection of a few well-to-do and more fortunate colored men from that
State, the majority of the committee secured some evidence tending to
show that a portion of the negroes of North Carolina are exceptionally
well treated and contented, and yet upon cross-examination of their own
witnesses facts were disclosed which showed that, even there, conditions
exist which are ample to account for the migration of the entire colored
population.

There ave three things in that State which create great discontent
among the colored people: Iirst, the abridgment of their rights of self-
government; second, their disadvantages as to common schools; third,
discriminations against them in the courts; and, fourth, the memory of
Democratic outrages. Prior to Democraticrule the people of each county
elected five commissioners, who had supervision over the whole county,
and who chose the judges of elections. The Democrats changed the
constitution so as to take this power from the people, and gave to the
general assembly autherity to appoint these ofticers. This they regard
not only as practically depriving them of self-government, but, as stated
by one of the witnesses, Hon. R. C. Badger, as placing the elections,
even in Republican townships, wholly underthe control of the Democratxz,
who thereby ‘““have the power to count up the returns and throw out
the balance for any technicality, exactly as Garcelon & Co. did in Maine.”
This creates much dissatisfaction, because they believe they are cheated
out of their votes. The negro values the ballot more than anything
else, because he knows that it is his only means of defense and protection.
A law which places all the returning hoards in the hands of his political
opponents necessarily and justly produces discontent.

Next to the ballot the negro values the privileges of common schools,
for in them he sees the future elevation of s race. The prejudice
even in North Carolina against white teachers of colored schools seems
to have abated but little since the war. Mr. Badger, when cross-exam-
ined on this point, said :

Q. 18 there any prejndice still remaining there against white teachers of colored
schools '—A. I think there is.

Q. Will you explain it /—A. I cannot explain it, except by the prejudices between
the races,

Q. You mean, white persons teaching a colored school lose social status ?—A. Yes
BIT.

Q. Now, a white lady who comes from the North and teaches a colored school, to
what extent is she tabooed I—A. I don't think she would have any acquaintances in
white socicty.

Q. Would she be any quicker invited into white society than a colored woman !—A.
Just about the same.

This fact contains within itself a volume of testimony. It shows that
the negro is still regarded asa sort of social and political pariah, whom
no white person may teach without incurring social ostracism and being
degraded to the level of the social outcast he or she would elevate in
the scale of being. Is it surprising that the negro is dissatistied with
his condition and desires to emigrate to some country where his children
may hope for better things?

The most serious complaints, however, which are made against the
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treatment of colored citizens of North Carolina is that justice is not
fairly administered in the courts as between themselves and the whites.
On this point the evidence of Mr. R. C. Badger reveals a condition of
things to which no people can long submit. Here is his illustration of
the manner in which justice is usnally meted out as between the negroes
and the whites:

Q. How about the discrimination in the courts as between the whites and blacks #—
A. That is principally in matters of larcency. In such cases the presumption is
reversed as to the negro. A white man can’t be convicted withont the fullest proof,
and with the negroes, in matters between themselves, such as assault and battery,
they wet as fuir a trial as the whites, At the January term of our conrt Judge Avery
presided. A white man and a colored woman were indicted for an afiray. The wowman
was in her husband’s barn getting out corn; they were going to move, and the white
man came down there and said, ** You seem to have a good time lavghing here this
morning,” and she said, yes, she had a right to langh. He said, “ You are etting
that corn out, and you would have made more if you had stuck to your husband.”
She seemed to be a sort of terinagaut, and she said nobody said that about her unless
you told them. IHe made some insulting remark, and she made something in return to
him, and he took a billet of wood and struck her on the shoulder, and he pulled a
pistol and beat her with it, and she went for him to kill him. They found the man not
guilly and they found her guilty, but Judge Avery set the verdict aside and ordered the
case nolle prossed agaiunst her.

Q. Do you think that is a fair sample of the jostice they get 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think they will conviet a colored woman in order to get a chance to turn
loose a white man !—A. Yes, sir.

Mr. Badger was not our witness. He was called by the majority, but
he is a gentleman of high character, the son of an ex-member of this
body, and thoroughly acquainted with the condition of things in his
State. He puts the case just mentioned as a “fair sample” of North
Carolina justice toward the negro. It is true the judge set aside the
verdict, but this does not change the fact that before a North Carolina
jury the negro has but little hope of justice.

Back of all these things lies the distrust of Democraey which was in-
spired during the days when the ¢ Kuklux,” the “ White Brotherhood,”
the ¢ Universal Empire,” and the ¢ Stonewall Guard” spread terror and
desolation over the State in order to wrest it from Republicanism to
Democracy. The memory of those dark days and bloody deeds, the
prejudice which still forbids white ladies to teach colored schools, and
denies “even-handed justice” in the courts, and the usurpations which
place the returning boards all in the hands of Democrats, have inspired
a feeling of discontent which has found expression in the efforts of a few
to leave the State. These facts, taken in connection with the bonus of
one dollar per head offered by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com-
pany (a Democratic corporation represented by a Democratic agent) to
leading colored men who would secure passengers for their road, has
led to the emigration of some seven or eight hundred colored people
from that State, and the only wonder is that thousands instead of hun-
dreds have not gone.

LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI.

The States of Louisiana and Mississippi have furnished the larger por-
tion of the migration to Kansas, and as the conditions which caused
the exodus are the same in both of these States, we may speak of them
together. No single act of wrong has inspired this movement, but a
long series of oppression, injustice, and violence, extending over a period
of fifteen years. These people have been long-suffering and wonderfully
patient, but the time came when they could endure it no longer and they
resolved to go. We can convey no adequate idea of what they endured

S. Rep. 692 11
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before adopting this desperate resolve, but will mention a few facts drawn
from well authenticated history, from sworn public documents, and from
the evidence taken by the Exodus Investigating Committee. Writing
under date of January 10, 1875, General P. H. Sheridan, then in command
at New Orleans, says:

Since the year 15866 nearly thirty-five hundred persons, a great majority of whom
were colored men, have been killed and wounded in this State. In 1868 the official
record shows that cighteen hundred and eighty-four were killed and wonnded.  From
1268 to the present tiine no ofticial investigation has been nade, and the civil author-
ities in all but a few cases have been unable to arrest, convict, or punish the perpe-
trators.  Cousequently there are no correct records to he cousulted for information.
There is ample evidence, however, to show that more than tw-Ive handred persons
have been killed and wonnded during this time on account ot theiv political sentiments.
Frightful massacres have occurred in the parizhes ot Bossier, Caddo, Catahoula, Saint
Bernard, Saint Landry, Grant, and Orleans.

He then proceeds to enuierate the political murders of colored men
in the various parishes, and says:

Human life in this State is held so cheaply that when men are killed on acconnt of
olitical opinions, the'murderers are regarded rather as heroes than criminals in the
ocalities where they reside. .

This brief summary is not by a_politician, but by a distinguished
soldier, who recounts the events which have occurred within his own
military jurisdiction. Volumes of testimony have since been taken con-
firming in all respects General Sheridan’s statement, and giving in detail
the facts relating to such murders, and the times and circumstances of
their occurrence. The results of the elections which immediately followed
them disclose the motives and purposes of their perpetrators. These
reports show that in the year 18363 a reign of terror prevailed over alimost
the entire State. In the parish of Saint Landry there was a massacre
of colored people which began on the 28th of September, 1868, and lasted
from three to six days, during which between two and three hundred
colored men were killed. ¢ Thirteen captives were taken frowm the jail
and shot, and a pile of twenty-tive dead bodies were found burned in the
woods.” The result of this Democratic campaign in the parish was that
the registered Republican majority of 1,071 was wholly obliterated, and,
at the election which followed a few weeks later not a vote was cast for
General Grant, while Seymour and Blair received 4,787.

In the parish of Bossier a similar massacre occurred between the 20th
and 30th of September, 1868, which lasted from three to four days, dur-
ing which two hundred colored people were killed. By the official regis-
try of that year the Republican voters in Bossier Parish numbered 1,938,
but at the ensuing election only one Republican vote was cast.

In the parish of Caddo during the month of October, 1868, over forty
colored people were killed. The result of that wassacre was that out
of a Republican registered vote of 2,894 only one was cast for (General
Grant. Similar scenes were enacted throughout the State, varying in
extent and atrocity according to the magnitude of the Republican
majority to be overcome.

The total summing-up of murders, maimings, and whippings which
took place for political reasons in the months of September, October,
and November, 1863, as shown by official sources, is over one thousand.
The net political results achieved thereby may be succinctly stated as
follows: The official registration for that year in twenty-eight parishes
contained 47,923 names of Republican voters, but at the Presidential
ciection, held a few weeks after the occurrence of these events, but 5,360
Republican votes were cast, making the net Democratic gain from said
tiansactions 42,563,
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In nine of these parishes where the reign of terror was most preva-
lent, out of 11,604 registered Republican votes only 19 were cast for
General Grant. In seven of said parishes there were 7,253 registered
Republican votes but not one was cast at the ensuing election for the
Republican ticket,

In the years succeeding 1868, when some restraint was imposed upon
political Tawlessness and a compmatnve]v peaceful election was held,
these same Republican parishes cast from 33,000 to 37,000 Repubhcan
votes, thus demonstrating the purpose and the effects of the reign of
murder in 1863. In 1876 the spirit of violence and persecution which, in
parts of the State, had been partially restrained for a time, broke forth
again with renewed fury. It was deemed necessary to carry that State
for Tilden and Hendricks, and the policy which had proved so successful
in 1868 was again invoked and with like results. Onthe day of general
election in 1876 there were in the State of Lonisiana 92,996 registered
white voters and 115,310 colored, making a Republican luajorlt'\, of the
latter of 22,314, The number of wlnte Republicans was far in excess of
the number of colored Democrats. It was, therefore, well known that
if a fair election should be held the State would o Republican by from
twenty-five to forty thousand majority. The pollcs adopted this time
was to select a few of the largest Republican parishes and by terrorism
and violence not only obliterate their Republican majorities, but also
intimidate the negroes in the other parishes. The sworn testimony
found in our public documents and records shows that the same system
of assassinations, whippings, burnings, and other acts of political per-
secution of colored citizens which bad occurred in 1868 was again re-
peated in 1876 and with like results.

In fifteen parishes where 17,726 Republicans were registered in 1876
only 35,758 votes were cast for Hayes and Wheeler, and in one of them
East Feliciana) where there were 2,127 Republicans registered but 1

epublican vote was cast. By such methods the Republican majority of
the State was supposed to have been effectually suppressed and a Dem-
ocratic victory assured. And because the legally constituted authorities
of Louisiana, acting in conformity with law and justice, declined to count
some of the parishes thus carried by violence and blood the Democratic
party, both North and South, has ever since complained that it was
fraudulently deprived of the fruits of victory, and it now proposes to
make this grievance the principal plank in the party platform.

On the 6th of December, 1876, President Grant in a message to Con-
gress transmitted the evidence of these horrible crimes against the
colored race, committed in the name and in the interest of the Democracy.
They are not mere estimates nor conjectures, but the names of the per-
sons murdered, maimed, and whipped, and of the perpetrators of the
crimes, the places where they occurred, and the revolting circumstances
under which they were committed, are all set forth in detail. This
shocking record embraces a perlod of eight years, from 1868 to 1876,
inclusive, and covers ninety-eight pages of fine type, giving an average
of about one victim toeach line. We have not counted the list, but it is
safe to say that it numbers over four thousand.

These crimes did not end in 1876 with the accession of the Democracy
to control of the State administration. The witnesses examined by your
eommittee gave numerous instances of like character which occurred in
1878. Madison Parish may serve as an illustration. This parish, which
farnished perhaps the largest number of refugees to Kansas, had been
exceptionally free from bulldozing in former years. William Murrell,
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one of the witnesses called by the committee, states the reasons for the
exodus from that parish as follows:

You have not read of any exodus yet as there will be from that section this summer,
and the reason for it is that, for the first time since the war in Madison Parish, last
December we had bulldozing there. Armed bodics of men came into the parish—not
people who lived in the parish, but men from Ouachita Parish and Richland Darish;
and I can name the leader who commanded them. He was a gentleman by the name
of Captain Tibbals, of Ounachita Parish, who lives in Monroe, who was noted in the
celebrated massacre there in other times. His very name among the colored people is
sufficient to intimidate them almost. He came with a crowd of men on the 28th of
December into Madison Parish, when all was quiet and peaceable. There was no quar-
rel, no excitement. We had always elected our tickets in the parish, and we had put
Democrats on the ticket in mauy cases tosatisfy them. There were only 233 Wil:ite
voters and about 2,700 colored registered voters.

Mr. Murrell says that David Armstrong, who was president of the
third ward Republican club, a man who stood high in the community,
and against whom no charge was made except that of being a Repub-
lican, made the remark:

“What right have these white men to come here from Morehouse Parish, and Rich-
land Parish, and Franklin Parish to interfere with our election?” And some white
men heard of it and got a squad by themselves and said, “We’ll go down and give
that nigger a whippivg.” So Sunday night, about ten o’clock. they went to his house
to take him out and whip him. They saw him run out the back way and fired on
him. Oue in the crowd cried out, “* Don’t kill him!”  “It is too late, now,” they said,
“he’s dead.” The Carroll Conservative, a Democratic newspaper, published the
whole thing ; but the reason they did it was becanse we had one of their men on our
ticket as judge, and they got sore about it, and we beat him. They killed Armstrong
and took him three hundred yards to the river, in a sheet, threw him in the river,
and left the sheet in the bushes.

Proceeding with the account of that transaction, Mr. Murrell swears
that the colored people had heard that the bulldozers were coming from
the surrounding parishes, and that he and others called on some of the
leading Democrats in order to prevent it, but all in vain. He says:

We waited on Mr. Holmes, the clerk of the court, and we said to him, ¢“Mr. Holmnes,
it is not necessary to do any bulldozing here; yon have the counting machinery all
in your hands, and we would rather be counted out than bulldozed ; can't we arrange
this thing 7” T made a proposition to him and said, * You know I am renominated
on the RepubNcan ticket, but I will get out of the way for any moderate Democrat
you may name, to save the State and district ticket. Woe will not vote for your State
ticket; you cannot make the colored people vote the State ticket; but if yon will let
us have our State ticket we will give you the local offices.” We oftered them the
clerk of the court, not the sheriff, and the two representatives. We told him we
would not give them the senator, but the district judge and attorney. After this
interview Holines sent us to Dr. Askew, ex-chairman of the Democratic committee,
and he said to me, ‘“Now, Murrell, there is no nse talking, I advise you to stand from
undcr.  When these men get in here we can’t control them.  We like you well enough
aud would not like to see you hurt. I will sce you to-night at Mr. Holmes’s.” We
had an interview with Mr. Holines and made this proposition, and Holmes asked e
this question : ‘Murrell, you know damned well the niggers in this parish won’t vote
the Democratic ticket—there is no use to tell me you will give us the clerk of the
court, you know the niggers won’t do it. You can't trust the niggers in politics; all
your eloquence and all the speeches you can make won’t make these niggers vote this
ticket or what you suggest, even if we was to accept it. No, by God, Murrell, there’s
no use talking, we are going to carry this parish; we have found a way to carry it.
There ain’t no use talking any more about it. No, by GGod, we are going to carry it.
Why,” he said, ‘“there is more cloquence in double-barreled shot-guns to convince niggers
than there is in forty Ciceros.” I said to him, “Well, do you suppose the merchants
and planters will {mck you up,” and he said, “0, by Go&, they have got nothing to
do with it. We have charge of it. Ti'e three men, the Democratic commiltec, hare full
power to work.” .

The result of this ¢ work” was, as stated by the witness, and not dis-
puted by any one before the committee, that in this parish, containing
2,700 registered Republican voters, and only 238 Democrats, the Demo-
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crats returned a majority of 2,300. The witness, who was a candidate
on the Republican ticket, swears that not more than 360 votes were
cast. Democratic shot-gun eloqnence did its ¢ work,” as prophesied by
Mr. Askew, ex-chairman of the Democratic committee, but it also served
as a wonderful stiinulus to migration from Madison Parish.

We cite this case for two reasons : First, because it has been said that
the negroes have not emigrated from bulldozed parishes; and, secondly,
because it serves as an illustration of the many similar cases which were
given to the committee.

We desire also to invite attention to the evidence of Henry Adams,
a colored witness from Shreveport, La. Adams is a man of very re-
markable energy and native ability. Scores of witnesses were summoned
by the majority of the committee from Shreveport, but none of them
ventared to question his integrity or truthfulness. Though a common
laborer, he has devoted much of his time in traveling through Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Texas, working his way and taking notes of the crimes
committed against his race. Ilis notes, written in terse and simple lan-
gnage, embraced the names of six hundred and eighty-three colored
men who have been whipped, maimed, or murdered within the last eight
vears, and his statement of these crimes covers thirty-five pages of
closely printed matter in the report. We are sure no one can read it
without a conviction of its truthtulness and a feeling of horror at the
barbarous details he relates. Adams is the man who has organized a
colonization council, composed of laboring colored people, and rigidly
exclnding politicians, which numbers ninety-eight thonsand who have
enrolled themselves with a view to emigration from that country as
early as possible. He details the character and the purpose of the or-
ganization and the efforts it has made to obtain relief and protection
for its members. ¢ First,” he says, ‘“we appealed to the President of the
United States to help us out of our distress, to protect us in our rights
and privileges. Next, we appealed to Congress for a territory to which
we might go and live with our families. Failing in that,” says he, “our
other objerct was to ask for help to ship us all to Liberia, Africa, some-
where where we could live in peace and quiet. 1f that could not be
done,” he adds, “our idea was to appeal to other governments outside of the
United States to help us to get away from the United States and go and live
there under their flag” What a commentary upon our own boasted
equality and freedom! Finding no relief in any direction, they finally
resolved to emigrate to some of the Northern States. He says they had
some hope of securing better treatment at home until 1877, when ¢ we
lost all hopes and determined to go anywhere on God’s earth, we didn’t
care where; we said we was going if we had to run away and go to the
woodr.” Perhaps we can best summarize the condition of affairs in
Louisiana, and the causes of the exodus trom that State, as the negroes
themselves regarded them, by quoting a brief extract from the report
of the business committee to ' he colored State convention held in New
Orleans on the 21st of April, 1879:

NEW ORLEANS, dpril 21, 1%79.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your committee on husiness have the honor to submit this their
final report. Discussing the general and widespread alarm among the colored people
of Lonisiana, inclnding so potent a fear that in many parishes, and in others perhaps
largely to follow, there is an exodus of agricultural labor which indicates the prostra-
tion and destruction of the productive, and therefore essentially vital, interests of the
State. The Committee find that the primary cause of this lies in the absence of a republican
Jorm of gorernment fo the people of Lonisiana. Crime and larwlessness existing to an extent
that laughs at all restraint, and the misgovernment naturally induced from a State adminis-
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tration itself the product of violence, have created an absorbing and constantly increasing dis-
trust and alarm amony our people throughout the State. Al rights of freemen denied and
all claims to a just recompense for labor rendered or honorable dealings beticeen planter arnd
laborer disallowed, justice a mockery, and the laws a cheat, the very officers of the courts be-
ing themselres the mobocrats and riolators of law, the only remedy left the colored citizen in
many parishes of our State to-day is to emigrate. The fiat 1o go forth is irresistible. The
constantly recurring, nay, erer-present, fear which haunts the minds of these onr peoplc in
the turbulent parishes of the State is that slavery in the horrible form of peonage i ap-
proaching ; that the avowed disposition af the men 1n power to reduce the laborer and his in-
terest to the minimum of adrantages az frecmen and to absolutcly none as citizens has produced
80 absolute a fear that in many cases it has become a panic. It ix flight from present suffer-
ings and from 1wrongs to come.

Here are the reasons for the exodus as stated by the colored people
themselves. In view of the facts which we have stated, and of the ter-
rible history which we cannot here repeat, does any one believe their state-
ment of grievances is overdrawn? Is there any other race of freemen
on the face of the earth who would have endured and patiently suffered
as they have? Is there any other government among civilized nations
which would have permitted such acts to be perpertrated against its
citizens ¢

We will not dwell upon the conditions which have driven these people
fromt Mississippi. It would be but a repetition of the intolerance, per-
secutions, and violence which have prevailed in Louisiana. The same
Democratic “shot-gun eloquence” which wasso potent for the conver-
sion of colored Republicansin the one has proven equally powerful in
the other. The same ‘eloquence” which wrested Louisiana from Repuab-
licans also converted Mississippi. And in both the same results are
visible in the determination of the colored people to get away.

Nearly all the witnesses who were asked as to the causes of the ex-
odus answered that it was because of a feeling of insecurity for life and
property ; a denial of their political rights as citizens; long-continued
persecutions for political reasons; a system of cheating by landlords
and storekeepers which rendered it impossible for themn to make a living
no matter how hard they might work; the inadequacy of school advan-
tages, and a fear that they would be eventually reduced to a system of
peonage even worse then slavery itself.

On the latter point they quoted the laws of Mississippi, which author-
ize a justice’s court to inflict heavy fines for the most trival offenses, and
authorize the sherift to hire the convicts to planters and others for twenty-
five cents a day to work out the fine and cost, and which provide that
for every day lost from sickness he shall work another to pay for his
board while sick. Under these laws they allege that a colored man
may be fined $500 for some trifling misdemeanor, and be compelled to
work five or six years to pay the fine; and that it is not uncommon for
colored men thus hired out to be worked in a chain-gang upon the
plantations under overseers, with whip in hand, precisely as in the days
of slavery. And some of the witnesses declared that if an attempt be
made to escape they are pursued with blood-hounds, as before the war.

Henry Ruby, a witness sunmoned by the majority of the committee
swore that in Texas, under a law similar to that in Mississippi, a colore(i
man had bLeen arrested for carrying a ¢ six-shooter” and tined $653, in-
cluding costs, and that he had been at work nearly three years to pay
it. The laws of that State do not fix the rate for hiring, but “county
convicts” may be hired at any price the county judge may determine.
He mentioned the case of a colored woman who was hired out for a
quarter of a cent per day. Describing this process of hiring, he says :

They call these people county convicts, and if you have got a farm you can go and
hire them out of the jail. They have got that system, and the colored men object to
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it. I know some of these men who have State convicts that they hire and they work
them under shotguns. A faraer bives o many of the State, and they are under the
supervision of a sergeant with a gun and nigger-lounds, to run them with if they get
away. They hire them and put them in the same gang with the striped snit on, and,
if they want, the guard can bring them down with his shotgun. Then they have
these nigger-hounds, and if one of them gets oft and they can’t tind him they take the
hounds, and from a shoee, or anything of the kind belonging to the convict, they trail
him down.

Q. Are these the same sort of blood-hounds they used to have to run the negroes
with ¥—A. Yes, sir.

These things need no comment. To the negro they are painfully
suggestive of slavery. Is it a wonder that he has resolved to go where
peonage and blood-hounds are unknown

Several witnesses were called from Saint Louis and Kansas, who had
conversed with thousands of the refugees, and who swore that they all
told the same story of injustice, oppression, and wrong. Upon the
arrival of the first boat-loads at Saint Louis, in the early spring of 1879,
the people of that city were deeply moved by the evident destitution
and distress which they presented, and thonsands of them were inter-
viewed as to the causes which impelled them to leave their homes at
that inclement season of the year. In the presence of these people, and
with a full knowledge of their condition and of the canses of their flight,
a memorial to Congress was prepated, and signed by a large nnmber of
the most prominent and respectable citizens ot Saint Louis, embracing
such names as Mayor Overholtz (a Democrat), Hon. John I'. Dillon, judge
of the United States circuit court, ex- United States Senator J. B. Hen-
derson, and uvearly a hundred other leading citizens, in which the con-
dition and grievances of the refugees are stated as follows:

The undersigned, your memorialists, respectfully represent that within the last two
weeks there have come by steamboats up tl)v Mississippi River, from chiefly the States
of Lounisiana and Mississippi, and landed at Saint Lonis, Mo., a great number of colored
citizens of the United States, not less than twenty hundred, and composeid of men and
women, old and young, and with them many of their children.

Tais maltitude i3 eazer to proeeed to Kansas, and without exception, so far as we
have learued, refuse all overtures or inducements to return South, even if their
passage back is paid for them. .

The condition of th» great majority is absolute g:overty; they are clothed in thin
and ragged garments for the most part, and while here have been supported to some
extent by public, but mostly by private charity.

The older ones are the formerslaves of the South ; all now entitled to life and liberty.

The weather from the first advent of these people in this Northera city has been
unusnally cold, attended with ice and snow, 80 that their sutferings have been greatly
inereased, and if there was in their hearts a singls kind remembrance of their sunny
Sourthern homes they would naturally give it expression now.

We have taken occasion to examine into the causes they themselves assign for their
extraordinary and unexpected traunsit, and beg leave to submit herewith the written
statements of a number of individuals of the refugees, which were taken without any
effort to have one thing said more than another, and to express the sense of the wit-
ness in his own language as nearly as possible,

The story is about the same in each instance: great privation and want from exces-
sive rent exacted for land, connected with murder of colored neighbors and threats of
personal violence to themselves. The tone of each statement is that of suffering and
terror. Election days and Christmas, by the concurrent testimony, seem to have been
appropriated to killing the smart men, while robbery and persoual violence in one
form and another seem to have run the year round.

» - » * » »

We submit that the great migration of negroes from the Sonth is itself a fact that
overbears all contradiction, and proves conclusively that great causes must exist at
the South to account for it.

Here they are in multitudes, not men alone, but women and children, old, middle-
aged, and young, with common consent leaving their old homes in a natural climate
and facing storms and unknown dangers to go to Northern Kansas. Why? Among
them all there is little said of hope in the future; it is all of fear in the past. They
are not drawn by the attractions of Kansas; they are driven by the terrors of Missis-



XXI1V NEGRO EXGDLUS FLUM SOU!IIHILRN STATES.

sippi and Lonisiana. Whatever become:s of them, they are unanimous in their unal-
terable determination not to return.

There are others coming. Those who have come and gone on to Kansas must suffer
even unto death, we fear; at all events more than any body of people entitled to lib-
erty and law, the possession of property, the right to vote, and the pursuit of happiness,
should be compelled to suffer under a free government from terror inspired by robbery,
threats, assaults, and murders,

We protest against the dire necessities that have impelled this exodus, and agaiust
the violation of common right, natural aud constitutional, proven to be of most fre-
quent occurrence in places named ; and we ask such action at the hands of our repre-
gentatives and onr government as shall investigate the full extent of the causes lead-
ing to this unnatural state of aftairs and protect the people from its continuance, and
not only protect liberty and life, but enforce law and order.

It is intolerable to beliove that with the increascd representation of the Southern
States in Congress those shall not he allowed freely to cast their ballots upon whose
right to vote that representation has been enlarged. We believe no government can
prosper that will allow such a state of injustice to the body of its people to exist, any
more thau society can endure where robbery and murder go unchallenged.

The occasion is, we think, a fit one for us to protest against a state of aftfairs thus
exhibited in those parts of the Union from which these negroes come, which is not
only most harbarous toward the negro, but is destructive to the constitutional rights
of all citizens of our commmon country.

Accompanying this memorial are numerous aflfidavits of the refugees
fully confirming all its statements.

As to the future of the exodus we can only say that every witness,
whose opinion was asked upon this point, declared that it has only be-
gun, and that what we have seen in the past is nothing compared to
what is to come, unless there shall be a radical change on the part of
Democrats in the South. They say that the negro has no coufidence
in the Democratic party, and that if a Democratic President shall be
elected there will be a general stampede of the colored race.

There is but one remedy for the exodus—fair treatment of the negro.
If the better class of white men at the South would retain the colored
laborer they must recognize his manhood and his citizenship, and re-
strain the vicious and lawless elements in ther midst. If Northern Demo-
crats would check the threatened inundation of black labor into their
States, they must recognize the facts which have produced the exodus,
and unite with us in removing its causes.

We present in conclusion the following brief summary of the results
of the investigation:

First. This movement was not instigated, aided, or encouraged by
Republican leaders at the North. The only aid they have ever given
was purely as a matter of charity, to relieve the distress of the destitute
and suffering emigrants who had already come to the North.

Sccond. Not one dollar has ever been contributed by anybody at the
North to bring these people from their homes. On the contrary, the
only contributions shown to have been made for such purpose made were
by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, a Democratic corporation,
which employed agents to work up the emigration from North Carolina,
paying $1 per head therefor.

Third. It is not proven that the emigrants are disatisfied in their new
homes and wish to return to the South. On the contrary, a standing
offer to pay their expenses back to the South has not induced more than
about three hundred out of thirty thousand to return.

Fourth. It is not proven that there is no demand for their labor at
the North, for nearly all those who have come have found employment,
and even in Indiana hundreds of applications for them were presented
to the committee.

Fifth. It is not proven that there is any sufficient reason for the grave
political apprehensions entertained in some quarters, for it was shown
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by Mr. Dukehart, who sold all the tickets to those who came from North
Carolina, that not more than two hundred voters had gone to Indiana.

Sixth. The exodus movement originated entirely with the colored
people themselves, who for many years have been organizing for the
purpose of finding relief in that way, and the colored agents of such
organizations have traveled all over the South consulting with their
race on this subject.

Seventh. A long series of political persecutions, whippings, maimings,
and murders committed by Democrats and in the interest of the Dem-
ocratic party, extending over a period of fifteen years, has finally driven
;:]hehnegro to despair, and compelled him to seek peace and safety by

ight.

Eighth. In some States a system of convict hiring is authorized by
law, which reinstates the chain-gang, the overseer, and the blood-hound
substantially as in the days of slavery.

Ninth. A system of labor and renting has been adopted in some parts
of the South which reduces a negyo to a condition but little better than
that of peonage, and which renders it impossible for him to make a
comfortable living, no matter how hard he may work.

Tenth. The only remedy for the exodus is in the hands of Southern
Democrats themselves, and if they do not change their treatment of the
negro and recognize his rights as a man and a citizen, the movement
will go onilgreatly to the injury of the labor interests of the South, if

not the whole country.
WILLIAM WINDOM.
HENRY W. BLAIR.
S. Rep. 693—111
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE

TO INVESTIGATE THE CAUSES OF THE

REMOVAL OF THE NEGROES FROM THE SOUTHERN
STATES TO THE NORTHERN STATES.

Sessions held at Washington, beginning Monday, January 19, 1880,




EXODUS COMMITTEE.

FIRST DAY.
TESTIMONY OF THOMAS L. TULLOCK.
WASHINGTON, D. C., Monday, January 19, 1880.

THOMAS L. TULLOCK sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Please state your name and present residence.— Answer.
My name is Thomas L. Tullock ; my residence is Washington City.

Q. How long have you lived here2—A. I have lived here about four-
teen years.

Q. From what State did you come when you came here !—A. I came
here from New Hampshire.

Q. What official position do you hold under the government at this
time ?—A. I am at present assistant postmaster of the city of Wash-
ington ; I was formerly, for eight years, collector of internal revenue
for the District of Columbia.

Q. Mr. Tulloek, I find your nawme appended to a paper to which I de-
sire to call your attention, and to ask whether it is there by your au-
thority *—A. Yes, sir; thatis myname there; all I can say about it is, Mr.
Wall called npon me and informed me that I had been appointed one of
the auditors of a certain society, an emigrant society, it appeared; but I
have not attended any of the meetings of the society and know nothing of
its organization or management, any further than that I was told that it
was an organization for the purpose of helping needy colored emi-
grants ; but I bave never seen any of the emigrants, gnd know nothing
about the matter. I wasinformed that I was chosen auditor, and that
is all.

Q. Do I understand that you never saw this paper before?—A. I
have no recollection of ever having seen it.

Q. And were not apprised of its contents 7—A. I have not read it; I
did not sign it; I would not have signed my name by the designation
¢ honorable.” It may be that 1 inquired something in regard to the or-
ganization, but I bave not read the paper and did not know the tenor
of it.

Q. What was the position that you assumed on Mr. Wall’s recommen-
dation !—A. I do not know that I assumed any particular position; he
informed me that I was appointed a member of the board of auditors of
the Emigrant Aid Society.

Q. What were the duties of that office?—A. I presume that in any
expeunditure that might be made the auditor would have to examine the
accounts, and certify to their correctness.

Q. How long ago was this information conveyed to you by Mr. Wall,
that you had been appointed a member of the board of auditors t—A. It
was perhaps two or threee months ago—some little time before these

1 Ex
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people, these colored emigrants, came to this city. I could not speak
definitely as to the exact time.

Q. Did you perform any duties as member of the board of auditors ?
—A. 1 did not, with this exception : on two or three occasions Mr. Wall
brought me orders on the treasurer for me to sign—to authorize the
treasurer to advance some mouey for the purchase of tickets for certain
emigrants. Tbat is all the ofticial duty I have ever performed.

Q. To whom were these orders addressed I—A. To the treasurer of
the society.

Q. Who was the treasurer of the society !—A. The orders were ad-
dressed to Mr. A. M. Clapp; he was the treasurer.

Q. Do you remember the sums of mouey that you authorized him to
advance'—A. I could not state definitely; I think I have signed three
orders.

Q. Have vou an idea of the amount or the approximate amount of
each of these orders 7—A. I could not state definitely; I think perhaps
they amounted to £400 in all.

Q. At what time were these orders given ?¥—A. I could not state defi-
nitely ; within the last six weeks, I think.

Q. Have you ary knowledge as to what source that money was de-
rived from—that fund on which you drew ?—A. 1 have no knowledge
furtber than that a collection was taken up in the church with which 1
am connected to aid the emigrants. They received about thirty or forty
dollars from that source.

Q. What church is that >—A. The Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal
Church of this city. Probably there were collectious taken up in the
other churches; I have understood there were.

Q. Was that the time when there was a large party of these people
in the city *—A. Yes, sir. They were said to be here, and in a destitute
condition ; and I signed an order for the money to procure tickets for
their transportation.

Q. You yourself took no pains to ascertain their actual necessities, or
how they came to be here destitute?—A. No, sir.

Q. You acted upon the representation of others in whom you had con-
fidence?—A. Yes, sir. 1 cauationed the president and secretary to take
proper vouchers when they purchased the tickets. The emigrants were
bere, and had to leave that night; I had no time to investigate.

The chairman proposed to submit the paper to the committee as evi-
dence, but a member of the committee objected,and the chairman agreed
that it would be well first to identify the paper, and lay a proper founda-
tion for its introduction ; which was accordingly done by the following
brief examination of Mr. Wall:

TESTIMOXNY OF O. 8. B. WALL.

0. S. B. WALL sworn and examined,
By the CITAIRMAN:

Question. Mr. Wall, I wish you to identify this paper. State whether
you are familiar with this paper, and whether it is signed by authority
with your name and the names of others 7—Answer. Those are my sen-
timents, and it was at my instance that this was gotten up.

Q. You recognize it as genuine ?—A. Yes, sir; it is a good one—good
sense, and 1 am not ashamed of it.

Q. We are not asking as to whether you are ashamed of it or not;
only whether you identify it as being a genuine paper issued by you !—
A. Yes, sir; that is the paper. (See appendix, Exhibit A.)

A
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MR. TULLOCK RECALLED.

Q. Mr. Talloek, as I understand you, you did not sign this paper;
" you signed mo paper ¥—A. No, sir; except those three orders on the
treasurer. :

Q. I mean no paper approving the organization 3—A. No, sir,

Q. Aud all you bave ever bad to do with the matter was that Mr.
Wall asked you to act, in connection with others, as a member of the
board of audit, and you consented. That is the way your name comes
to stand authorized here. Then, in pursuance of your duties, you signed
upon the treasurer three warrants, amouuting in all to about 400, to
relieve these colored people that were stranded here for want of money
some six weeks ago.—A. That is the way, sir.

Q. Is this the first time you ever heard this paperread 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You had no knowledge of its couteuts before this #—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know of its being circulated 2—A. 1 had no knowledge
whatever concerning it.

Q. Then this is your first knowledge of this paper, and of your name
being appended to it 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q All you did was to sign these orders on the treasurer, amounting in
all to some 8400 2—A. Yes, sir; as to the amount, the orders will show
for themselves; I ounly approximate.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. I do not understand you to disclaim sympathy with the move-
ment, but ouly to disclaim any practical connection with it¥—A. No,
sir; I bave attended none of its meetings and know nothing concerning
its organization or its management; I only permitted my name to be
used as one of the auditors of the society.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. You do not affirm any knowledge of the facts stated in this paper—
of the facts on which it is based #—A. No, sir; as I have said, I bad
nolt’bing to do with the organization, and I have never discussed the
sabject.

TESTIMONY OF J. W. RANKIN.

J. W. RANKIN sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. State where you reside.—Auswer. In this city.

Q. How long have you lived here !—A. A little over teu years.

Q. What is your occupation 2—A., I am pastor of the First Congre-
gational Cburch.

Q. Have you been pastor of it for that length of time ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you looked at this paper 7—A. I have heard it read for th e
first time this morning.

Q. State bow your name comes to be attached to that paper.—A. I
was requested to act as auditor, and consented.

Q. Upoun whose apbplication #—A. Upon the application of Mr. Wall.

Q. How long ago?—A. Icannot tell exactly; it was some time in the
fall—carly last fall; a number of mouths ago, at least.

Q. Have you acted in the capacity of auditor?—A. I have signed
probably four or five orders, as Mr. Tullock has.

Q. Orders upon whom ?—A. Upon Mr. Clapp, as treasurer.
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Q. Have you familiarized your mind with this subject of the Emigrant
Aid Society I—A. No further than it has been a matter of discussion
in the papers. I have also seen some written letters from the South
and some from the North.

Q. I am speaking of the Emigrant Aid Society of this city; are you
acquainted with its operations —A. I am not.

- Q. Have you never read or heard this paper before?—A. I have not;
I knew what the general drift and import of it was.

Q. Do you know how widely circalated this was, or any circular like
this *—A. I do not; I know nothing about it; I should presume it was
printed for circulation, but I have never seen it in circulation.

TESTIMONY OF J. W. CROMWELL.

J. W. CROMWELL sworn and examined.
By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. State your name and residence.—Answer. My name isJ. W.
Cromwell, and I reside in the city of Washington.

Q. How long bhave you lived here 3—A. About nine years.

Q. In what business are you engaged '—A. I am a clerk in the
Treasury Department.

Q. In what branch —A. In the Sixth Auditor’s Office.

Q. How long have you been there—A. Since November 2, 1872,

Q. I find your name appended to this paper; please state to the com-
mittee how it comes to Le there—whether by your authority or not.—
A. It is there by my consent.

Q. To whom did you give that consent ¥—A. To Mr. Adams, the sec-
retgry of the society ; he request.ed me to act as one of the board of
audit

Q. Have you acted in that capaclty 1—A. I have.

Q. In what way ¥—A. In the way of signing drafts on the treasurer
of the society.

Q. Is that all you have done in this matter I—A. That is all I have
done in that capacity.

Q. Are you familiar with this paper 7—A. T have had a copy of it.

Q. Youhave read it ?—A. A portion of it; I have not read it from
beginning to end.

Q, Where were you born 2—A. In Virginia.

Q. How old were you when you lett Virginia !—A I was five years
old when I left it in the first instance.

Q. Where did you go from there ?—A. To the city of Philadelphia.

Q. Have you lived in the North ever since —A. No, s8ir; [ lived in
the North up to 1865, wken I returned to Virginia.

Q. Were you appointed to the Treasury from Virginia I—A. I was.

Q. From what part of Virginia ?—A. From the second Congressional
district—on competitive examination.

Q. Have you ever been in Indiana ¥—A. I have not.

Q. Have you ever been in North Carolina —A. I have bec1 hree;
four or five years ago I went on an excursion to Weldon ; that is all
I have ever been in North Carolina.

By Mr. BLAIR:
Q. You say you returned to Virginia in 1865 3—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And returned to Washington, in 1872 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what part of Virginia did you reside ?—A. In Portsmouth.

Q. Were you engaged in business there 3—A. I was engaged in teach-
ing in the public schools, and under some charitable associations from
the North.

Q. You say you became a clerk in the Treasury as the result of a com-
petitive examination I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many competitors did you have —A. Well, that day there
were forty-five.

hQ. To what position were you assigned !—A. To a first class clerk-
ship.

Q. Do you hold the same position now !—A. No, sir; I hold a third-
class clerkship now.

Q. You say you authorized your name to be affixed to this paper, and
consented to act in the capacity of auditor ¥—A. I did.

Q. Do you know anything more of the reasons for the organization
of this society than appear there in the paper itself?! What do you
know, anyway, about this exodus?—A. The first I knew about the
exodus was by the telegraphic dispatches in the newspapers last spriog.
In May a national conference of colored men was held in Nashville,
Teun., which I attended, and of which I was secretary. There were
men present there from South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and in fact
all the Southwestern States. 1 was surprised to find such a unanimity
of feeling oun the part of the conference in favor of emigration from the
Southwest. There was a positive furore about it; so much so that some
of the other business for which the conference \va.s called could not be
attended to.

Q. What were the leadmg objects of that conference!—A. To dis-
cuss the status of the colored people of the South, and the oppressions
to which they were subjected, and to devise remedies for the evils un-
der which they labored.

Q. Was it a convention of colored delegates exclusively I—A. It was
a conference of colored men exclusively.

Q. Well, go on and state what was done at that convention.—A.
A committee was appointed on the exodus, or on emigration, as it was
then termed. They considered the matter, and adopted a report which
counseled moderation on the part of the people. But from letters which
I have received from different portions of the South since then, and
from newspapers published in various parts of the South, I see thatthe
feeling has not abated at all, but merely held in abeyance

Q. You say there was a furore in that convention, or conference, on
the subject of emigration; what was the origin or cause of that furore ?
—A. Well, it had its origin in the complaints of the colored people.

Q. What complaints 2—A. Principally that they did not have an
epportunity to get the results of their labor as they thought they should
bave; they had been struggling there ever since emancipation, and
found themselves at the close of every year as far behind, as deeply in
debt, as at the beginning of the year; they thought it necessary to
make some sort of a change, and they thought they might find some
change in emigration. They then seemed to be bound for Kansas.

Q. Was any other cause of complaint mentioned —A. Yes, sir; bull-
dozing.

Q. What do you mean by *bull-dozing”; what specific things?—A. In
the first place, they comp]amed of high land-rent, the exactions of the
country storekeepers, the unfairness of the merchauts to whom they
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sent their crops, and the political persecution to which they were sub-
jected. These were their principal complaints.

Q. How general were these complaints ; over how large an extent of
territory did these caunses of complaint exist, according to the statements
of the gentlemen present at the convention 2—A. There were complaints
there from Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.
There were some few men present who spoke against the exodus, but
that seemed to get for them considerable unpopularity at the time.

Q. The point to which I wish to direct your attention is this: Was
there any difference of opinion as to the question of fact, or was the
difference of opinion only with regard to the remedies; were these causes
universally conceded to be true, or were they denied by some ?—A. They
were universally conceded to be true; but there was a difference of
opinion as to the remedy.

Q. How large a convention was that ?—A. It had a membership of
about one hundred and forty, I should say, in round numbers.

Q. Wasthere anything said at that convention, or developed there, cal-
culated to show any connection between this teeling at the South and any
political party at the North ?—A. There was not. I can state in regard
to that very positively, for it was stated in the first instance that it was
not to be considered in any respect a political conference. I recollect
that one of the members present from Alabama offered a resolution in
regard to General Grant, and it was immediately tabled ; it wasreferred
to a committee, and no report ever made upon it.

Q. Was there manifested there any effort, open or secret, from any
Northern agency, to influence the action of the convention, either Re-
publican or Democratic >—.\. Not that I ever discovered.

Q. Do you know of anything tending to show that this exodus move-
ment originated in political motives on the part of any Northern peo-
ple *—A. I do not.

Q. You understand the ouly cause to be the complaints of the colored
people themselves ?—A. Yes, sir; and because they failed to receive
that recognition to which they think they are entitled.

Q. About what was the numerical proportion of those in that conven-
tion who favored the exodus, as compared with those who did not #—A.
At least two-thirds of the whole number were in favor of the exodus.

By Mr. WINDOM:

Q. What remedy did the other one-third propose, if any I—A. Some
thought that the colored people ought to wait a little longer, and appeal
to the local sentiment for more consideration; they thought that some-
thing might be secured in that way.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. You say that this was the first you knew of the exodus movement ?
—A. The first I knew of the movement was from what I read in the
newspapers last spring.

Q. You attended that convention ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you given in substance the proceedings of the convention +—
A. I think so. A report of the proceedings was made out and printed.
I can send a copy to every member of the committee, if they desire.

Q. You have known something of the progress of the exodus move-
ment since that time ?—A. Yes, sir; something.

Q. Go on and state what you know about it, as if you were telling a
friend ; for that is what you are doing. Nobody here is disposed to take
any technical advantage of anything you may say.—A. Siuce the ad-
journment of the conference, there have, I anderstand, been organiza-
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tions effected in some portions of the South. In Texas an orgamzatlon
has been effected with what they call emigration commissioners. To my
surprise, I got a letter from one of them on Saturday, stating what he
was doing.

Q. Is there anything private in that letter 7—A. Nothing whatever.

Q. Can we have it 7—A. Yes, sir. (See appendix, Exhibit B.) I might
state in this connection that I am publishing a paper here, and that
there have been communications in it from time to time from different
portions of the South in regard to the exodus.

Q. Go on and state what further you know about the exodus move-
ment.—A. Well, there has been an organized effort in Texas, of which
I have spoken. A good many have left Louisiana and Mississippi ; and
I bave seen it stated that quite a number more are likely to leave in the
spring.

Q. What do you mean by “quitea number”? That is quite indefi-
nite.—A. I could not state definitely. I would not be surprised if twice
as many left there next spring as left last spring.

Q. How many left last spring?—A. Ishould say that there went from
that section to Kansas about 8,000.

Q. And you understand that double that number intend going next
spring t—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is, from Mississippi and Louisiana#—A. From contiguous
aomons of those two States—from the counties along the Mississippi

iver.

Q. Have you any knowledge or information as to the probable migra-
tion from Texas ¥—A. None whatever.

Q. They are already migrating from there !—A. Yes, sir; I have seen
it stated in the newspapers that they are leaving there at the rate of
thonsands a week.

Q. To what point do these Mississippi and Louisiana emigrants go !—
A. Mostly to Kansas.

Q. You do not understand that any portion of them go to Indiana I—A.
No, sir. When Perry and Williams, the two men at the head of the
North Carolina exodus, first camwe here last fall, they were contemplating
going to Kansas too.

Q. Do you know anything farther with reference to this exodus move-
ment in other States where there are organizatious, or anything is being
done 2—A. In Teunessee they have an organization.

Q. How extensive an organization 3—A. I do not know how exten-
sive. There are two papers published there in the interest of this move-
ment. One of them advocates migration to Texas. I believe I have
one of these papers with me—jyes, here it is. This paper, called the
Co-operative Emigrant, was started, I understand, for that express pur-
pose; it is published at Clarksville, Tenn.

Q. Is that a portion of the State where the colored population is na-
merous '—A. I should presume so; I am not thoroughly informed on
that point. Here is another paper ' which advocates emigration, pub-
lished at Nashville, Tenn.; it is called the Emigration Herald and Pilot.

Q. Are the persons managing these papers colored gentlemen }—A.
Yes, sir; they are.

Q. Do you know of anybody’s money being invested in them except
that of colored people I—A. I do not; 1 suppose, however, that the Co-
operative Emigrant is influenced and possnbly pecuuiarily sustained to
some extent—I do not know to what extent—by an association in Bos-
ton called the National Farmers’ Association.

Q. Is that association devoted to the interests of the colored espe-
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cially, or of farming interests generally '—A. It is devoted to encourag-
%g the exodus, I understand—not to Kansas, but to certain portions of
exas.

Q. Does this Boston company own lands down there¥—A. I think
they bave an interest in some lands lying in that portion of Texas
Tv:'lhich is nearest the Indian Territory and Kansas, or between them and
Mexico.

Q. Inthat portion known as the ¢ pan-handle” !—A. I do not know
as to that.

Q. Do you know of any migration, on any general or extensive scale,
from Tennessee to any Northern State?—.A. I do not.

Q. Has that Boston orgauization been started recently !—A. It has
been in existence for over a year.

Q. Has it been in any sense a political organization 7—A. Not at all,
as I understand it.

Q. It is entirely an industrial and business organization I—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Is there anything else in the way of emigration being done in Ten-
nessee '—A, Not that 1 know of.

Q. In regard to these emigration organizations, what is the method
or plan upon which they are organized !—A. You will find the plan set
forth in the proceedings of the national congress or conference at Nash-
ville that I first spoke of.

Q. Are these secret societies in any sense *—A. O, no. I have seen
in some of the newspapers ‘hat there are secret societies in North Car-
olina, but they have nothing to do with these organizations. 1 know
nothing about them.

Q. Are you connected with any society for the promotion of the exo-
dus movement ?—A. No, sir, except this association here.

Q. Is that a secret society ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any secret society organized for the promotion of
the exodus movement !—A. I do not.

Q. Can you tell us any more in regard to the probable emigration from
Tennessee ’—A. I do not know that I can.

Q. AsI understand you, the emigration from Tennessee is directed, in
part at least, to Texas ?—A. No, I mean to say that that paper which
is published in Tennessee—the Co-operative Emigrant—is devoted to
the encouragemeut of migration to Texas. To what extent that paper
is exerting an influeuce I do not know.

Q. Do you know how large its circulation is?—A. 1 do not.

Q. Do you know anything about the circulation of the other paper }—
A. do not.

Q. Do you kuow anything regarding the migration from Alabama 1—
A. I know that quite a number have gone from Alabawma to Southern
Ilinois.

Q. About how many ¥—A. I have seeu a statement in a paper pub-
lisbed in Louisiana that at least 500 had secured homes in Southern Illi-
nois through the influence of a young man by the name of Gladden.
Where does be live 7—A. At Cairo, Il
Is he a white man or colored 7—A. He is a colored man.

What is his employment ?—A. Securing homes for these people.
How old is he 2—A. I do not know his age.

. Is he an educated man ?>—A. I presume he is.

. Before he went to securing homes for the colored people what was
his emplm ment ?—A. When he was at Mobile he was agent for a paper
published in New Orleans Ly the name nf the New Orleans Observer;
afterward he left and asked to be an agent for my paper.

‘cocere
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Q. You bave seen him, then ¥—A. No, sir; he asked by letter. I
wrote to him 1n answer to his letter, and it was quite a time before I
got a reply; then he wrote to me that he had moved to Illinois, and I
saw afterward in the Observer the statement that he had settled about
500 colored people in Southern Illinois.

Q. From what part of the South did they come ?—A. From Alabama,
I anderstood.

Q. From the southern portion of the State ?—A. I presume from the
sonthern portion ; he was from Mobile.

Q. Do you know over what route they came 3—A. No, sir.

Q. Nor whose means carried them there —A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about emigration from Georgial—A. No;
I don’t know anything about Georgia.

Q. Were there any delegates from Georgia in that convention 7—A.
There were.

Q. Did they make the same general complaint as to facts that the
others did *— A. Yes, sir.

Q. But you know nothing of any exodus from Georgia ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Nor any contemplated exodus !--A. No, sir.

Q. Nor methods or plans to secure one ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any papers published in Georgia devoted to the
advocacy of emigration from that State 7—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything of any such, movement in Florida $--A.
Yes, sir; to my surprise I received information of such a movement on
Saturday ; I know it lsecause of an appeal published in a paper called
the Key W est Dispatch, from Leon County I think.

Q. Have you a copy of that paper --A. I have not.

Q. What was the character of that appeal 3—A. It recited the same
general facts that have been stated with regard to those other States,
and expressed the opinion that the only way to secure relief was by emi-
gration to some part of the North.

Q. Was anybody from Florida present at that national convention ?—
A. There was not.

Q. Do you know anything more about the matter in Florida?—A. I
donot. I know one of the men whose names are attached to the appeal.

Q. What is his name —A. Pierce ; the Rev. Charles Pierce.

Q. Where does he reside ?—A. I do not know.

AQ. Will you ascertain his address, and furnish it to the chairmau 1—

. I will,

Q. Do you know of any other prominent colored men in Florida who
are engaged in this movement?—A. I do not.

Q. Can you tell us any more about the movement in Florida !—A. I
cannot.

Q. What about South Carolina ¥—A. I do not know anything about
South Carolina.

Q. What about Kentucky —A. I do not know anything about any
exodus from Kentncky. :

Q. Do you understand that there is any probability of an exodas
from that State ; have you heard any complaints from there 9—A. I
know of no general complaint from there.

Q. Do you know anything about Arkansas!—A. I do not.

Q. What about Virginia, your own State; do you know anything
a_\lzmllt an exodus movewment from that State 3—A. I do not think it very
.ikely.

Q. What about North Carolina?—A. I know notbing more than I
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-have said. I saw those two men from North Carolina, Williams and
Perry, when they first came here.

Q. You came in contact, I take it, more or less, with those people
who passed through Washington ¥—A. Only to a very slight extent. I
saw Williams and Perry. When the emigrants were here I went to the
church where they were staying only twice.

Q. How many passed through here?—A. I have no accurate idea. ¥
should suppose, perhaps, 300.

Q. Who were those people—families or usually only men 1—A. The
first batch, the one that passed through here on the 19th of November
(I think that was the date, because that was the day when the Thomas
statue was unveiled), consisted almost exclusively of men.

Q. How many were there in that company !—A. I think there were 51.

Q. ]How many of these were men !—A. Thirty-four, if I remember
rightly.

Q. Aud-the rest were women ?—A. Women and children.

Q. Then that first company of emigrants counsisted of 51 persons, of
whom 34 were men and the rest women and children ?!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were these men middle-aged, or yonng men mostly ¥—A. My im-
pression is that they were, in the main, middle-aged men. I think their
average age would be below torty.

Q. Where did they come from *—A. They came from the neighbor-
hood of Kingston, N. C.

Q. Were they from various portions ot the State, or from a single
locality 2— A. My understanding was that they 4id not come from va-
rious portions ot the State, but from the vicinity of Kingston.

Q. Where were they going?—A. To Indiana.

Q. Did they state to you why they left North Carolina, and why they
were going to Indiana !—A. They said an agent of theirs had been out
to Indiana, and bad returned; and they were going out in pursuance of
arrangements made by him.

Q. But why had they send out this agent? Why did they desire to
leave North Carolina ?!—A. On account of the disadvantages under
which they labored there.

Q. Of what disadvantages did they complain ?—A. They said they
could not get a sufficient amount of money for their work ; that was the
burden of their complaint.

Q. The tronble was not in getting work, but in getting pay for it —
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What pay did they get?—A. I am not certain as to that.

Q. Did they complain of any lack of political privileges, or of indas-
trialdnecessities chietly #—A. That was tbe chiet motive, as I under-
stood it.

Q. Did any of them state, or did you learn in any way, that any po-
litical party was endeavoring to induce them to leave for the purpose
of influencing the election in Indiana?—A. I did vot.

Q. Was there no suggestion or secret hint of any such thing ?—A.
Not that I heard of.

Q. That was the first company, of 51; how many companies have
gorlle through ?—A. I cannot state the exact number; I should say four
at least,.

Q. When did the next one arrive here !—A. I cannot state exactly;
I should say in the early part of December.

Q. How many were there in that company *—A. I do not know.

Q. Did you see them !—A. I did not.

Q. Did they make any stop in Washington >—A. I do not know; one
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of the batches made no stop; but whether it was this one or not I am
not certain.

Q. Where were these from—this second company #—A. From the same
general locality as the other, I understood.

Q. How many of them were there I—A. I do not know the exact num-
ber; between one and two hundred, I understood ; I did not make any
note of it.

Q. How was the party made up—of about the same proportion of men,
women, and children as the former f—A. I do not know ; I did not see
them, and I never heard anything about that.

Q. When did the next company come?—A. About a week later a
large number of them cawne, and reported here about the same time.

Q. How many were there in that lot !—A. I heard many different
reports ; I should conclude about 300, including the children.

Q. They were men with their families !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were they going ¥—A. To Indiana.

Q. Did you hear any of them say that they were going there to help
carry the State for the Republicans?—A. O, no; they said they were
going there to get work, and to get money in pay for their work, and
not orders on the stores,

Q. Where did the money come from that carried them there3—A.
Mach of it came from collections made in the colored churches.

Q. Where did the money come from that brought them here?—A. I
do not know.

Q. When they got bere they were stranded, were they —A. Yes, sir,

Q. You did not have to help the first lot 32—A., We did help them
some.

Q. The large lot was out of money, and you helped them on?!—A.

es, sir, :

Q. Did you raise enongh money to send them clear through to In-
diana '—A. Yes, sir. :

Q. Did you buy their tickets clear through !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was anything done to help take care of them after they got there?
—A. I .do not know. '

Q. Did they receive any help except from these churches of which you
have spoken 2—A. Not that I know of.

Q. You bave now spoken of three companies, I think; when did the
next lot come through here, and how many were there of them ?—A. I
heard of some—one lot—that came and went right on through. They
paid their own way ; I do not know how many there were of them.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. You say that when those two men, Perry and Williams, first came
bere Jast fall in connection with this matter, it was their purpose tolead
this emigration right through to Kansas '—A. It was.

Q. But they changed their purpose, and decided to settle their emi-
grants in Indiana !—A. They did.

_ Q. What was the reason of that change !—A. So far as I understood,
it was this : Kansas is a new State—

Q. Are you giving now your own reasons, or the reasons youn got
from Perry and Williams !—A. I am giving what was told them.

Q. Told them by whom !—A. By different members of the aid so-
ciety.

Q. Who were they that told Perry and Williams and the rest to go
to Indiana instead of Kansas!—A. I think the secretary of the asso-
tiation.
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Q. Who is he ?7—A. I think Mr. Adams.

Q. Who else 7—A. Well, I told them myself.

Q. Who else?—A. I do not know of any other person who told them.

Q. You think their original purpose was changed by this emigrant
aid society, of which you are a member *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What reason did Mr. Adams give for changing the tide of emigra-
tion to Indiana instead of Kansas?—A. That they could get work in
Indiana, and not in Kansas.

Q. Why could they get work in Indiana and not in Kansas 1—A. Be-
cause Kansas is a new Stdte; the people there are making their first
struggles. and are not in a condition to employ as largely as in an old
State like Indiana.

Q. Were you ever in Indiana ’—A. 1 was uot.

Q. Then you did not know whether they want any laborers in In-
diana in the winter-time or not?—A. I will give you my reason for
telling them to go to Indiana instead of Kansas.

Q. You have already given one reason.—A. Well, there was another
reason ; I had received a circular from Indiana.

Q. By whom was that circular issued !—A. By J. H. Walker, of Terre
Haute, Ind.

Q. What did Mr. Walker say in that circular —A. He stated that
there was a great demand in Indiana for laborers; he said he was born
in Virginia; he said it had been said that the climate of Indiana was
too cold for colored men, but that it was not too cold for him ; and that
as many people as would come there could find good homes, and be paid
for thleir work, and their children would have an opportunity to go to
school.

Q. Had you this circular when you talked with Perry and Williams!
—A. I had.

Q. Did you show it to them ?—A. 1 did.

Q. Had Mr. Adams received any circular from anybody in Indiana!
—A. I do not know.

Q. That is all the information you had from Indiana !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And in consequence of the representations of this circular issued
by J. H. Walker, of Terre Haute, Ind., the tide of emigration was stopped
in Indiana, instead of going on to Kansas 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did this cirenlar state that there was any call for colored laborers
in Vigo County ¥—A. I do not think it named any counties.

Q. Do you know how much money was raised for each passenger from
Washington to Indiana !—A. I think the railroad company charged $9
each.

Q. What railroad did they go on —A. The Baltimore and Ohio.

Q. That company took them at rednced rates *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was managing the matter for the road '—A. I do not know.

Q. Do you know Mr. Dukehart, passenger agent for that road 1—A.
I have seen him.

Q. Did you see him in connection with this matter —A. I did, once.

Q. Was le then making this arrangement to carry these negroes to
Indiana ?—A. I do not know whether he was or not.

Q. You understand that the road made reduced rates, and took them
at 89 a head ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that the money raised here was enough to comply with that
arrangement —A. Yes, sir; that was it.

Q. You have shown us a paper, called the Co-operative Emigrant, pub-
lished at Clarksville, Tenn.; I see that a Dr. A. Aray, is the editor; do
you know him persounally 2—A. I do not.
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Q. Is he a colored mman #—A. He is.

Q. I wish to read to you an article, copied into this paper, with the
manifest approval of the editor, from the Dallas (Tex.) Herald. (See
appendix, Exhibit C.) Had you read that article 7—A. I had not; I had
but just received the paper.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. Are agticles like this commonly published by colored men in their
papers, to encourage migration to the north ?

Apother member of the committee suggested that the Co-operative
Emigrant was publisbed for the purpose ot encouraging emigration from
Tennessee to Texas, and that is south. Some diseussion arose as to the
limitations of the investigation; resulting in a conclusion to give it the
widest latitude consistent with a fair and not a technical rendering of
the resolution directing the investigation, in order to get at the whole
truth.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. About this Nashville convention or conference, how was it called ?
\Who called it? From whom did you get invitations or notices to attend ¥
—A. The matter of calling a national conference of colored people bad
been discussed for a year or wore.

Q. Yoa mean in the colored newspapers I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. So there was nobody in authority as an organization that called
it!—A. O, no; they came together voluntarily at a time agreed upon;
aboat a hundred and fifty men were present at the time and place which
bad been previously appointed by some one.

Q. You don’t know who that ‘“some one” wasi—A. O, yes, sir; I
know who that some one was. Ex-Governor Piuchback and myself
drew up a circular letter, some time in January—just about a year ago
now—requesting a few men to meet us at a certain house in this city,
and there the plan of calling a national conference was discussed and
decided. That was before the colored people had begun to leave any
of the Southern States to any considerable extent.

Q. And when you got there you found about two-thirds ot those
present in favor of emigration as a remedy for the evils under which
they suffered, and about one-third opposed to it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. There was no division on the question of fact, as to whether these
evils existed #—A. None, whatever.

Q. This paper, published at Clarksville, Tenn., is published in the in-
terests of a land association in Boston, which owns land in Texas, and
wants to get laborers to go there and open it up #—A. That is the con-
clusion I have reached.

Q. And this paper is opposed to the northern exodus—to emigration
northward 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, Mr. Cromwell, you are an intelligent man of your race, and
have mingled cousiderably with others of your race; now please state
to the committee what is the scope and purpose of this emigration move-
ment ; does it embrace the entire colored population of the South, with
a design to transport them elsewhere, or does it embrace only a part, and,
if 80, how large a part —A. There is no movement, except in so far as
it is entered into by persons, independently of each other, in tbeir re-
spective localities. No colored man and no number of colored men
conld ever have orginated this movement. It was spontaneous, 80 far
as its origin was concerned.

Q. Bat it seems to have been easy to change it from Kansas to In-
diana1—A. I hope you wovld not call a movement of seven or eight
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hundred persons, from one or two counties in North Carolina, a change
in the emigration movement in general, when others are going to Kan-
sas, and others to Illinois.

Q. What counties in North Carolina is this movement from, do you
understand !—A. 1 dov’t know that I can name the counties; I think
the most of them are from the neighborhood of Kingston, Lenoir
County.

By Mr. BLAIR: ‘

Q. An article has been read from this paper, representing the suffer-
ing, the destitution, in some cases the starvation, to which emigrants
are subjected in going to Kansas; is this sort of thing pretty generally
reported throughout the South ? Is it well and widely known, through
those who have gone back, and through the papers of the South, that
there is a great deal of suftering and bardship attending this emigra-
tion >—A. I do not know that I understand your question.

Q. Are the reports that the emigrants suffer from hunger and cold
and bad treatment from the whites at the North—are these reports
carried back to the colored people of the South, or not ¥—A. Yes, sir;
they know of it, through the papers.

Q. You have no doubt that the colored people of Tennessee have ac-
cess to this information ¥—A. Certainly they have.

Q. And the colored people of Mississippi and of Louisiana, also I—
A. I presume so.

Q. And yet, notwithstanding that, I understand you to say that 16,000
colored people are intending to leave Louisiana and Mississippi, in place
of the 8,000 who left last year I—A. They discount those statements
somewhat ; they believe some portions of them.

Q. You have no doubt that the colored people of the South generally
understand that they must undergo some hardship and some ill-treat-
ment in making the change ¥—A. Certainly they do.

Q. And notwithstanding that, this emigration is on the increase 1—
A. It is largely on the increase.

Q. These people understand this, that they are coming north to get
a better living, to secure civil rights, and to educate their children 1—
A. That is it.

Q. What else are they coming north for ?—A I do not know of any-
thing else.

Q. I understood you to say that you have never heard that any politi-
cal party of any section of ‘the North was at the bottom of the move
ment ’—A. I never have.

By Mr. WINDOM :

Q. You mentioned, a while ago, that at the Nashville conventiou one
of the complaints that were made was in regard to political persecution
or proscription; what was the character ot that political persecution or
proscription ? I‘rom what party did it come ?—A. From tue Demo-
cratic party.

Q. What was the cbharacter of that persecution or proscription ; in
what did it consist I—A. In “iutimidating ” them, as it was geuerally
expressed ; in preventing thew from expressing their will at the elec-
tioun.

Q. By what means—was anything said as to that ; or was it not stated
specifically +—A. It wasstated in geueral terms ; the term ¢ bulldozing”
was quite generally used.

Q. The chairman bhas read an extract from this paper, the Co-opera-
tive Emigrant, which you say represents the interests of the ¢ Natioual
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Farmers’ Association,” having its headquarters in Boston. Now I wish
to read an extract from this paper. The extract is copied from the
Philadelphia Times, and is as follows. (See appendix, Exhibit D.) The
chairman has also suggested that the article read by himn from this
paper is indicative of the sentimments of the colored people. I wish to
read another article, quoted by this paper from the Indianapolis Leader,
a paper in Indiana, edited, I understand, by a colored gentleman, and
giving the cause of the exodus. I wish to see whether you agree with
him. (See appendix, Exhibit E.)
By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. Does that, leaving out the unfortunate and rather barsh expres-
gions, convey the general idea that the southern colored people have !—
A. I'think it does.

By Mr. VANCE:

Q. Iu that convention at Nashville, where colored men were com-
plaining of their treatment, one complaint that you mentioned was high
rent of land; did you hear any allegation that colored people were
charged any higher rent than white people were —A. O, no, sir; they
complained of relatively high rent, as compared with production.

Q. Did you hear any charge of discrimination against black men and
in favor of white men ? or were their complaints simply that the general
market value of land-rents was too high, and the general habit of store-
keepers was to charge too much ’—A. I do not know of any special ex-
pression upon that point.

Q. Do you know Williams and Perry 2—A. When I see them.

Q. Do you know where Williams came from 2—A. He came from
North Carolina, I understand.

Q. Do you know what organization he is the agent of 7—A. I do uot.

Q. He is some kind of an agent, is be not ?—A. I understand that he
i3 some kind of an agent,

Q. When he came here did he not represent himself to be the agent
of a number of colored people in North Carolina who were desirous of
emigrating 1—A. Yes, sir.

" Q. How is he supported while engaged in this work I—A. I do uot
now.

Q. Who pays his expenses —A. I do not know.

Q. Do you not know that he gets so much per head for every emigrant
he secures !—A. I do not.

Q. Do you not know that he gets a commission from the railroad for
every colored passenger he puts on the train 7—A. 1 do pot.

Q. He must be supported in some way.—A. I suppose so.

Q. I am glad to hear you say that none of the colored people from
North Carolina, at that Nasbville convention, complained of political
wrongs.—A. I said that was not the burden of their complaint. They
complained also of the laws relating to landlord and tenant, which pre-
vented them from selling anything they had raised before their rent was
paid ; if they raise anything for themselves, they are prohibited from
selling it without the consent of the owner of the land.

Q. Do you know anything, from your association with colored men
from North Carolina, or from anything published in the papers, as to
what has been the general condition of the colored people in that State
for the past four or five years ?—A. I should counclude, from what I can
learn, that their condition is improving in the larger towns and cities.

Q. Do you know Bishop Hood, the bishop of the Colored Methodist
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Church in that State ¥—A. I do not know him personally ; 1 know his
reputation.

Q. Did you ever read the proceedings of the conference of colored
men at Salisbury, in 1878 #—A. I might have done so; I do not now
remember anything particularly in reference to it.

Q. Do you not know that a Democratic legislature appointed colored
justices of the peace in various parts of the State —A. I think I have
s0 understood.

Q. Do you know that recently asylums have been built for the insane
and the blind and the deaf and dumb among the colored people, and
norwmal schools for the education of colored teachers I—A. I understand
that to be the case.

Q. Do you not know that we have military companies, armed and
equipped, composed of colored men —A. I understand 8o in towns and
cities.

Q. Do you not know that the colored people recently held a State
Industrial Ixhibition at Raleigh—the first ever held in the United
States by colored people !—A. O, no, sir; there were several held in
the United States before that; one in Tennessee, at Nashville; one at
Lexingtou, Ky.; and one at Wilmington, N. C.

Q. Those were not State fairs—A. No, sir; not State fairs.

Q. Then youjudge that the condition of the colored people in North
Carolina is improving ?—A. In the towns and cities, yes.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. I notice that you are careful to qualify your answer by sayiug,
“in the towns and cities.” How is it with regard to the rest of the
State 2—A. There has been less proper payment of labor in the country
districts than in the towns and cities; that is why I make the qualifi-
cation.

By Mr. VANCE:

Q. What do you mean by * proper payment of labor”? Do you mean
prices 1—A. I refer to both prices and manner. I understand that it
is the general custom (at least those men who came here from North
Carolina said so) to pay them in orders on the stores, and not in
money. The same thing is sometimes done, to a certain extent, in my
own State of Virginia.

Q. Wherein does that work any hardship I—A. When a laborer is
paid in orders on the stores he cannot divide his fund and say,* so
much I will use for this purpose” and *“so much for that” and *so
much for another.” All has to be taken up at once, in such goods as
are in the store, whether he wants them or not, and at such prices as
the storekeeper chooses to fix: and this practice affords a storekeeper
an opportunity to charge a high price for his goods.

Q. Is it to be understood that he embraces the opportunity !—A.
That is the impression prevalent ; it is very natural that he should de
50,
Q. You say the laborers are paid by orders ; the owner or the lessor
of the land, for whom the colored man works, gives him an order on the
store ; the man goes there with his order, and takes up the necessaries
ot life, which he is obliged to have. Does he take them up in advance
of the sale of his crops #—A. 1 do not know whether in advance or not;
I have simply been told by them that that is the method of payment.

Q. The gist of the complaint is, that there is very little ready money
paid them ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. You say they are not allowed to sell anything until the main crop
is barvested ; what do you mean by that #—A. Lam told that such is the
case.

Q. What are the principal crops they raise there 1—A. Cotton and
corn, and in certain portions of the State, peanuts; and in some sec-
tions—in the northern part, about Hendersonville, and Daunville, and
Greenshorough—tobacco.

Q. Dy you understand that they are prohibited from raising and using
vegetables and the ordinary necessaries of life that may be appropri-
ated by the tamily during the season 2—A. [ mean that they are pro-
hibited from selling, not from using.:

Q. They have the right to use whatever they can appropriate 1—A. I
understand so; but cannot sell anything, so as to getany income from it.

Q. You say that when the year ends, and the colored wmau comes to
settle up, there is nothing left ; how did you understand the ¢olored man
sappcrted his family during the season, while the crop was growing ¥—
A. That bas alwayx been a mystery to me,

Q. Do you know how they get such support as they have 7—A. Isuap-
pose that they get an advance trom the lessor.

YQ. That is, an order on the storekeceper is advanced to them ?—A.
es, sir.

Q. And that leaves them at the mercy ot the storekeeper !'—A. Yes,
§ir.

Q. You say tbat you heard no complaints of any discrimination in the
matter of rents as between the white population and the colured popu-
lation t—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you understand that the white laborer lived ou orders given
him in advance, upon his work, the same «s the colored laborer #—A. In
the Southwestern States there is no white laboring population, as a class,
like the colored population.

Q. How is it in North Carolina ?—A. It is different in different parts
of the State; in the western section of North Carolina it is quite ditfer-
ent from the east.

Q. Is this emigration from the eastern or the western section 1—A. [
shoald call it the eastern.

Q. Do youn understand that there is a white laboring population in
tgat section of North Carolina in competition with the negroes !—aA, T
think not.

Q. You understand that there is no discrimination between the white
and the colored population as regards the manner in which they are
paid for their labor 3—A. It is not easy to see how there could be, when
there is no white laboring population to discriminate in favor of or
against. Is it anything very extraordinary that there should be no dis-
crimination where there is only one kind of people ?

(Mr. Vance objected to witness inserting an argument into his testi-
mony.)

Mr. BLAIR. You asked a question, and he has answered it, that is all.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Was there anything in his circular to indicate whether that man
Walker, of Terre Haute, was a white man or a colored man?—A. He
was a colored man.

2 EX
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TESTIMONY OF A.B. CARLETON.

A. B. CARLETON sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. Where do you reside !—Answer. At Terre Haute, Ind.

. What is your profession ¥—A. I am a lawyer.

Q. Are you acquainted with J. I1. Walker t—A. I am, very well.

Q. Do you know what official capacity he holds under the general
government !—A. I do not know what is the name of it; it is con-
nected with the postal service; he carries the mail between the depot
and the post office ; he is an employ é of the general government.

Q. State what the negro population is in Vigo Couunty, of the old set-
tlers, who have been there as long as anybody else.—A. It is 1,500 or
2,000—upwards of 1,500 anyway.

Q. How many votes do they cast at the election in our county elec-
tion ¥—A. Between 300 and 400.

Q. Are you tolerably well acquainted with the colored people there?
—A. Pretty well.

Q. Have you, since this immigration movement into Vigo County
eommenced, bad any conversation with any of the colored men them-
selves, the old settlers, on this subject ?—A. I have, to some extent.

Q. State their opinions ot favor or disfavor toward the movement.—
A. I bave heard old colored residents express themselves in about this
way : they said there were enough poor negroes here now, without the
immigration of any more from North Caroliua.

Q. Is there any seutiment so far as you know in favor of this immi-
gration to our State, either in Vigo County, or any place else 3—A. 1
know of nobody who favors it, except J. H. Walker.

Q. In regard to farm labor, have you any knowledge of any demand
for farm laborers at this time of the year, in that part of our State *¥—
A. I have uo knowledge of it; and I am satisfied that there is no de-
mand ; I bave conversed with old residents there, and they do not know
of any demand for them.

Q. Are Walker’s opportunities aud position such as to enable him to
judge of such a demand, or to be the instrament of communicating the
wishes of the tarm community ¥—A. There is nothing in his calling to
indicate that, further than that he is a busy kind of a man—be is an
active Republican politician ; he might make inquiries.

Q. You acquaintance in that vicinity is pretty general ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. If there is any such demand, you are not aware of it 1—A. No,
8ir.

By Mr. WiNDOM :

Q. Have you talked much with farmers on this subject #—A. To some
extent. The fact is,eversince 1874 we have bad hard times in Indiana;
there is very little amelioration even now, when there is said to bea
*boom ” in business. I have known, from people coming to make in-
quiry where they could get employment, that thereis an oversupply of
labor. Of late, since there has been to some extent a revival in the
iron business, there has been some inquiry for foundery-men; but for
farm labor there is no demand in Indiana.

Q. Do you know whether these men who have recently migrated out
there have found employment 7—A I am unable to say. I know of one
colored man who got employment; I had a little conversation with him
on the train.
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Q. Do you know whether the colored people already residing there
bave exerted themselves to find employment for the new comers, and
to take care of them ?—A. Yes, sir; their efforts have been taxed to
the utmost to find employment for them.

Q. About how many colored men have you heard express opposition
to their coming ?—A.. I do not know; perbaps four or five.

Q. They all put it on the ground you have mentioned, that there was
not employment for them '—A. Yes, sir; they said there were too many
negroes here already.

Q. This Mr. Walker, you say, was employed iu carrying the mail from .
the depot to the post-oftice I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is not that work done under contract with the department 1—A.
My understanding is that it is an appointment ; be has had the place, 1
think, some six years or more.

Q. Do you know of any demonstrations of opposition on the part ot
the white people of Indiana to the colored emigrants stopping there $—
A. Noue to my knowledge.

Q. Do you kuow anything about the demoustration at Shelbyville ¥ —
A. Nothing, only what I saw about it in the newspapers.

Q. Do you know anything about their being refused to speak in a
court-house at auy place in Indiana ¥—A. 1 do not.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. There has been some white migration to Indiana from the North
and other points, has there not I—A. Not very largely.

Q. Bat there has been something of it—German, and Irish, and Scan-
dinavian, &c¢.2—A. We have no Scaudinavian population at all in In-
diana. 1 am not aware ot any immigration into Indiana that amounts
to anything, except colored,

Q. Then the growth of Indiana, the increase of the population, seems
to bave come to a stop, except as to the colored population 2—A. There
i3 no general wigration to Indiana from any State.

Q. There is some emigration tfrom the State, I presume}—A. I sup-
pose there is some, to the Southwest, Texas, &ec.

By Mr. WINDOM :

Q. Isit the general wish of the people of [ndiana, as you understand it,
ot to have any more people come there !—A. I think not.

Q. Is it the general wish not to have any more laborers there 3—A, I
do not think there is any such wish as that. ’

Q. Only they do pot want any more colored people to come there 1—
A. They do not desire to have an exodus of people of any colur come
there, unprovided for, in competition with the people already there.
Where large numbers of colored people come into a State, in a destitute
condition, it is not very agreeable in my judgment, to the people there,
especially when it is generally believed, and it is the pretty cornmon be-
lief, that they are brought there for the purpose of voting a particular
ticket.

Q. Is uot that, then, the only objection, the impression on the part of
the Democratic party that these colored people bave come there to vote ?
—A, That is it in part; but, besides that, there is a general feeling 1
think, without distinction of party, that it is not a good thing for a large
number of people to cowe into a community at once, and unprovided
tor,

Q. There has been no violent opposition to their coming that you are
aware of 7—A. They have been treated kindly, so far as I know.
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By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Has there been any violent opposition any where, except at Shelby-
ville 7—A. None that I am aware of.

Q. You say you talked with one of these men from North Carolina ;
did you talk with any more than one ¥—A. There was only one that I had
any lengthy conversation with,

Q. What employment did he get?—A. He was at Indianapolis. [
asked him where he was from, and he said from North Carolina ; he
named the county ; it was Monroe or Marion, I think. I learned from
him that he had been employed by a certain doctm whose name he gave,
who lived in Amo, Hendricks County, Indiana. He told me that there
were twenty-five families in the party that came from North Carolina
with him. They were at once quartered at Indianapolis, and this doctor
had employed him. After this conversation with the colored man, I
went back and teok my seat. Then this doctor, whose name I cannot
give, came and sat down by me and began to talk. He is a doctor who
lives at Amo, and bas a farm about two miles out of town. He wanted
to know if I belonged to the Voorhees investigating committee, and [
told Lim wo. I learned from him that he had employed this colored
man at Indianapolis, and was taking him home to give himn employment
during the winter.

Q. Did this colored man assign any reason for coming to Indiana,
or why Indiana was such an enticing place for colored people ?—A. Yes.
He said be had been told that in Indiana he could get work, and get
paid a dollar and a half a day. He said he was a Republican. I asked
him if he was coming out to Indiana to vote. By that time several per-
sons had gathered around and he bad become more on his gumd and
his reply was, ¢ The Democrats say so.”

Q. 1s farm labor in Indiana worth a dollar and a balf a day now ?—
A. O, no, sir.

Q. 1s it worth the palf of that?—A. No, sir. That same day [ saw
a Mr. Baird, who is running a wood-sawing machine on the railroad and
employs several hands. He said that more than twenty white men had
songht employment of him recently and were willing to work for fifty
cents a day, but he could not give them employment.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. Have you any information as to the number of colored men that
have come into Indiana during this exodus !—A. It would be a very
rough guess that I could make.

On motion the committee adjourned to meetat 10 a.m., January 21,
1880.

SECOND DAY.

WASHINGTON, D. C., Wednesday, January 21, 1880.
The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chairman
and all the members. The taking of testimony was resumed as follows:
O. S. B. WALL, recalled, sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. State your name, age, and residence.—Answer. My name is
0. 8. B. Wall; my residence is on the corner of Seventh and Boundary
streets, near the Howard University grounds. Did you ask me my age?

Q. Yes, sir—A. I am about fifty-two years old now.
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Q. Where were you born ¥—A. In Ricbhmond County, North Caro-
lina, vear the Peedee.

Q. How long have you lived here in Washington City I—A. I came
here in the fall of 1864 ; staid here till the spring of 1365; then I was
commissioned by President Lincoln to be a colonel, and went away and
staid on duty among the freedmen in South Carolina, in Charleston,
until early in 1866, when my regiment was mustered out and I was mus-
tered out also. Then I went back to Ohio, my home before coming
to Washington, and staid there awhile ; in 1867 I was sent as a delegate
to represent Northern Ohio in the national colored convention in that
State.

Q. When did you come from North Carolina to Obkio 3—A. In 1839;
I was sent there by my father to a Quaker school in Warren County,
about fifty miles above Cincinnati.

Q. Then you were appointed from Ohio, by President Lincoln, to what
position !—A. I was appointed to a captaincy by Secretary Stanton on
the 3d of March, 1865.

Q. Just about the termination of the war?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long were you in the Army ¥—A. I was in the Army a year,
because the organization to which I was attached was not disbanded.

Q. Did yon hold any position under the government after that 1—A.,
Yes, sir; as I said,whenIcameback here in 1867, General Howard sought
me and asked e to become an employé in the Pxeedmen s Bureau.

Q. And vou accepted the position I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long were you in the employment of the Freedmen’s Bureau ?
—A. Without the data at my bands, I could not say.

Q. You can state approximately —A. I should say some three or
four years.

Q. After you went out of that service, what other service were you
engagetl in !—A. I think that then Mr. Bowen and others petitioned
the Attorney-General to commission me justice of the peace. I suppose
they thought they would try the novelty of having a negro in the judi-
ciary service, and 1 was the first black fellow appointed to be a justice
of the peace in the District. After that the board of police commis-
sioners made e a police magistrate.

Q. How long did you serve as justice of the peace ?—A. About nine
years altogether

Q. Have you occupied any other official position since you were justice
of the peace !—A. No, sir.

Q. You are now engaged in the practice of the law }—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you engaged in any other business {—A. Noue, except that I
collect aud do everything that pertains to that sort of business.

Q. When did you become president of the Emigrant Aid Scciety 1—
A. I could not state exactly ; a year or a year and a half ago.

Q. Where was this Emigrant Aid Society organized of which you are
the president '—A. At the house of Mr. Adams, the secretdry.

Q. Where was that —A. Ou the coruner of Fourteenth and V streets.

Q. In this city ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is this the parent society, or are there branches of this Emigrant
Aid Society '—A. This is the parent society and the only one.

Q. You mean there are no branches —A. None that I know of; there
are no auxiliaries that I know of, excepting in this sense, that we were
organized first, and that others, which were organized afterward, showed
a defereuce to us, being the first organized, and being located at the na-
tional capital ; we have never given any authority to any other society
in any other State.
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Q. Are there any other similar.societies, to your knowledge, in the
United States¥—A. I learn by the papers and by hearsay that there
are a number of them.

Q. State where they are, so far as you know.—A. There are one or
two in Kansas, I bave heard.

Q. Whereabouts in Kansas!—A. I sail—what I am telling yon now
is only what I have heard said or have read in papers. I know I have
heard it said that there were two or three in Kansas, I think near the
Missouri line. Then [ have heard or have read, [ do not know which,
that there were some in Indiana, and some in Pennsylvania, New York,
and other places, which I cannot now recall. I have heard this in a
sort of general way.

Q. There are several in Indiana, you say !'—A. I have heard so or
read so, or both.

Q. Where are those located that are in Indiana?—A. I think I have
heard that there is an organization at Greencastle. I understand there
is one at Indianapolis. I think [ bave read of another at some other
place 1 Indiana, but as to that I will not undertake to be explicit.

Q. Have you correspouded with these other similar societies of which
you have spoken !—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you had no correspondence with them either by letter or
otherwise I—A. Do you mean as president of our organization ?

Q. I mean in any way—you or your society.—A. I have not; our sec-
retary has attended to the correspondence.

Q. My question was intended to embrace your society; has your
society had any such correspondence !—A. I think we have, but [ will
not be positive as to that. [ think Mr. Adams has spoken to me a
number of times about receiving commuuications from other societies
and answering them. I have not read the communications, though,

Q. Where is Mr. Adams now ’—A. He is away out West somewhere;
I do not know exactly where; the last I heard of him he was near Van-
couver’s Island, I think; at least, way up in Washington Territory.

Q. How long do you expect him to stay there ?>—A. [ cannot say. I
have understood that he means to make a permanent home somewhere
out there.

Q. Has yonr society filled his place as secretary I—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is your secretary now !—A. A young man by the name of
Fearing, a clerk in the Treasury Department.

Q. Is he white or colored ?—A. He is a very handsome mulatto.

Q. Has he therecords of your society ’—A. Yes, sir; so far as we have
any. The fact is, we have not much records about’it.

Q. So far as you have any, are they in his custody or yours?'—A. In
his, sir, as secretary of the society. I would state, as I said Lefore, that
we have very little in the way of records. We have been going on very
much as the English Government does, without any written constitu-
tion.

Q. Such letters as you have received, have you been in the habit of
keeping them or destroying them —A. I bave quite a number, mostly,
I should say, not official but personal.

Q. Have you ary from the society at Greencastle, ”Ind.?—A. I have
not.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the nawmes of any parties belonging to
that organization §-—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of a man there by the name of Langsdale ?'—A.

have heaid of him.

Q. Did you e¢ver bave any correspondence with him 2—A. I never did.
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Q. Have any copies of his paper been sent to you ?—A. Mr. Adams
may bave shown me some ; I will not be positive.

Q. Are you acquainted with the parties composing the organization
at Indianapolis '—A. No, sir. The Leader is sent me, a colored paper;
and trom my recollection, about the time the society was organized, the
pame of a man called Bagby or Bagley occurred among the officers.
That is about all the name I remember.

Q. Were you ever in Indiana ?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. At what point in Indiana 7—A. In the northern portion mostly. I
was raised ounly sixty miles east from Richmond County.

Q. Are you acquainted in Indianapolisf—A. No, sir; but I know
persons there with whom I was raised ; we were boys in the academy
together.

Q. Who are they ?—A. Dr. Harvey’s sons.

Q. Were there any others 2—A. I cannot think of any others.

Q. How long since you were at Indianapolis #—A. I never was at In-
dianapolis ; my acjuaintance was mostly in Northern Indiana.

Q. How loug since you were in Indiana at all?—A. Not for several
years,

Q. You say you have no written constitution 2-—A. Well, sir, that is
partly cortect and partly not. We have a sort of & coustitution, but
wehave not the regular machinery, such as people usually have to govern
literary or other organizations.

Q. What sort of macbinery have you?—A. Wesimply have so much
of a constitution, without any preamble to it, as sets forth that we are
to bave a president and vice president, and secretary, and a treasurer,
I'think ; but we do not go on with a number of ditferent articles defin-
ing just in what way the objects of our society shall be carried out.

Q. Is there a record of that constitation !—A. I cannot say; [ have
never seen anything of it since the evening when we adopted if, over &
year ago.

Q. What are the provisions regarding membership, or didn’t you have
any>—A. I doubt whether we ever had any.

Q. Is there a fee for joining #—A. I think not; I am not positive as
to that, but I think not. We simply wanted to work and get along
with as little organization to govern us as we could,

Q. Did the ofticers of this organization receive any pay for their serv-
ices !'—A. Not any.

Q. On what source do you rely for money to putinto your treasury ¥ —
A. On voluntary contributions from good pceople of the country whe
sympathize with us.’

Q. You simply solicit charity on this subject #—A. That is all; but I
do not call it charity exactly ; it is a contribution.
~ Q. You bave said that there are no branches; butis there any organ-
ization of this kind in North Carolina *—A. I do not know, gir.

Q. Have you had any conmunication with anybody in North Carolina
on the subject 2—A. I have had no commaunication with anybody in the
sense that there has been any correspondence between our society and
any society there. I bave received letters from North Carolina.

Q. From what point were they written I—A. Mostly, I think, from
Goldshorough. '

Q. Do you remember the name of the party writing them?*—A. I do—
);r. Evans and Mr. Scott. I think those two have written me from
there,

Q. Where are they now 3—A. [ do not know.
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Q. Bow long since you saw them in town here ¥—A. I saw them in
town here four or five dags ago.

Q. In what employment are they engaged I—A. I could not tell you.

Q. Do you not know that they are engaged in giving their entire time
and attention to this migration !—A. I do not know that; no, sir.

Q. Have you not met them in charge of companies of colored men on
their way from North Carolina to the West i —A. Yes, sir; I believe
they were.

Q. Did they not tell you they were —A. Yes, sir; they told me that
they were accompanying these people from North Carolina.

Q. What information have you of the demand for labor in Indiana ?—
A. Well, sir, now I don’t want to go beyond the bounds of the exact
trutb. I want to come to an understanding whether the Senator wishes
e to give my own knowledge personally, or simply my general knowl-
edge derived from various sources. .

Q. I want this either from your own knowledge or from information
that you may bave derived from othersin Indiana ; and if from informa-
tion derived from Indiapa, give us the names of those who informed
you.—A. My general knowledge is this: I was raised in a farming sec-
tion in Southern Ohio, in the same latitude as the interior portion of
Obio and Indiana ; and I know there are mauny thrifty farmers in Ohio
and Indiana, and that there is a demand for labor, in winter almost the
same as in summer, for such work as chopping wood, cutting logs, and
80 forth. Knowing this to be the case in Southern Ohio, I bave every
reason to believe it to be the same in Southern Indiana; it is the same
sort of a country, aud there must be a demand for the same sort of labor.
I know that the negro, from his docility, from his adaptiveness and teach-
ableness, will make a better laborer and give better satisfaction than
the tramp regency, or the Irish and the Germans; that they are more
desirable, especially with the Quakers of the country. Besides that
general information, 1 have bad a number of communications from gen-
tlemen who desire labor, and mention that they want ‘one good colored
man,” or ‘“‘or two good colored men,” as the case way be, or that they
¢ can locate fifty colored men.”

Q. Have you with you the names of persons who have written you
such letters *—A. I have not with me,

Q. Will you bring them here ¥—A. I will. They are from good, re-
sponsible people.

Q. Do you know them personally #—A., I know of them, as I know of
Senator Voorhees, or as I know of other men of whom I have frequently
heard and whose character and reliability are perfectly well known.

Q. Where do they live 7—A. In Indiana; I could not say exactly in
what part.

Q. What county do they live in 7—A. I could not state.

Q. Do you remember their post-office address 1I—A. I do not. I get
gatters from New York, from Ohio, from Pennsslvama, and from other

tates

Q. Are you willing to give us the benefit of them }—A. Certainly, sir.
A great many of them are turned over to Mr. Adams, the secretary of
our society, because the secretary was the proper person to have them ;
but whatever I have you can bave.

Q. Will you bring them with you to our vext meeting 2—A. I will.

Q. You say the demand for farm labor is about the same in Southern
Obio as in Southern Indiana; are you sending any of these people to
Ohio 1—A. Yes, sir; the last lot I sent out—there were eleven of them
—1I sent to Ohio.
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Q. To what part of Obio !—A. To Bellaire.

Q. Was tbere a demand for these men there ?—A. I do not know, ex-
cepting this: We have been informed heretofore that it was a good loca-
tion there for them ; then we have been written to by some colored men
there that it was a good location.

Q. Who has written to you to that effect !—A. Well, one of them is
Milton M. Holland, a good eugineering man in the last campaign. He
told us the state ot things there, and that good colored men and women
could get employment there; and at his instance these persons were di-
rected there, not having money enough to take them to Kansas.

Q. You say he was “ a good engineering man in the last campaign 7;
do you mean by that the last political campaign t—A. I do not know,’
except that he'is an active man in the interests of the colored men.

Q. To what other points in Ohio have you sent colored men ?—A.
Mostly to the river counties. The fact is, I have not had much to de
with forwarding wen to any other point except Bellaire. 1 think some
were sent to Gallia County, and perbaps to two or three other points.

Q. Have you the meaps of telling how many colored laborers you
have sent to Indiana?—A. No, sir; I could only approximate it in a
way that would be quite indefinite; we have sent a good many wowmen
and children out there; in all, I should not be surprised if we had sent
from 2,500 to 3,000 persouns to Indiana.

Q. How many to Ohio !—A. It would be a sheer guess that I could
make; ouly a few, as compared with the number sent to Indiana.

Q. Half as many ¥—A. No, sir, I think not ; perbaps four or five hun-
dred ; perbaps not that many ; they were sent out in little squads as
wanted and called for.

Q. Who has been in the habit of going to Indiana to make arrange-
ments for these people I—A. I do not know, except Ly hearsay.

Q. What do you know by hearsay ¥—A. I have understood that Will-
iams and Perry have done the most of the going out with them and lo-
cating them.

Q. Do you want this committee to understand that 2,500 to 3,000 men,
women, and children kave been sent from here to Indiana through the
instrumentality of your organization, and yet you have no more knowl-
edge of what has been going on at the other end of theline, in Indiana,
and of the people engaged in this business out there, than you have
given us here ! Can you furnish us uo names of persons connected with
this Emigrant Aid Society in Indianapolis, and no names of persons at
Greencastle, who are managing this mnatter I—A. With all deference to o
the Senator and the committee, and meaning no offense, allow me to
say that I want the committee to understand just whatethey choose
from the evidence I give; [ have nothing to do except to give it to you
as accurately and definitely as I can. I mean to say again that I have
no connectiou with any organization in Indiauna, nor in any other State;
that Ihave no further interest in the matter in the world than that [, as a
humanitarian, meet these people here, desire very much to do all I can
to help them go west, and get good homes there. I have no connection
with any organization or anybody, and hope and believe that the peo-
ple there are imbued with the same spirit that I am, and will welcome
them and take care of them, which I hear they do; but when it comes
to particulars, I cannot tell you definitely; I do not, know the number
that bhave been sent to Indiana with auy exactness; it would be the
merest guess-work for me to say how many I have sent or been instru-
mental in sending.

Q. You say that you are responsible for this paper here ; for its state-
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ments of fact and its sentiment —A. I did not mean to put it in just
thav shape. I had something to do with the composition of the paper;
Mr. Adams, our secretary, a young man of more or less literary ability,
got the thing up; but I was in sympathy with it, and agreed with it,
and approved it in the main ; there might be some words or sentences
that I would have had different it I had had the entire getting up of it.
What I meant to say was, that in the main I am in sympathy with its
sentiments.

Q. In this paper I find it stated that ¢« It is well known that ever since
the adoption by the people of the United States of those constitutional
measures which conferred upon the late slave the rights of citizenship
* and suffrage, there has existed throughout some of the Southern States
an incessant political and social strife.” [ wish to ask you. as a man of
intelligence belonging to your race, and of intormation regarding their
condition, whether there is *‘ an incessant political and social strife,” or
any political and social strife, between the white and the colored popula-
tion in Noith Carolina !—A. I do not know that there is.

Q. On the other hand, do you not know that North Carolina has been
more friendly toward the colored race ; has been more kind in its treat-
ment of them ; more liberal in its legislation in their behalf ; and bas
actually done more for their bepefit than any other State, North or
South !—.A. Now, Mr. Senator, that is a very nice little enlogy on North
Carolina. Governor Vance, there, himselt could not have done it up
any better. It is almost equal to Daniel Webster’s famouas eulogy on
Massachusetts, when he exclaimed, * There she stands.”  Aund, seriously,
Mr. Senator, I will agree with you that North Carolina has been one of
the mildest and most considerate slave States in the Union. She has
gone beyond even Maryland in that respect ; she has had more free ne-
groes and has treated them better and with more consideration, even in
the old times when slavery was still in existence, than any other South-
ern State; and since emancipation she bhas treated her colored popula-
tion as fuirly as could be expected of a master class toward their ex-
slaves. [t is not so much on account of the treatment the colored peo-
ple have received from the whites as from a poverty of the principal
material elements which constitute wealth and contribute to comfort
that makes North Carolina a grand good State to emigrate from. I do
not mean any reflection on the character ot the people; the trouble is
in the soil. 1 would not think of living there. If I were a white man
and were able to do so; that is, if 1 bad the wealth so that I could, and
the privilege of doing so, I would godown to North Carolina and would
educate and instruct those negroes, not with reference to politics or re-
ligion or soctal systems, but I would say to them, if you want to edu-
cate your children to be men, to imitate the white race, to own property,
to berome successful in life in any respect, you must leave this poor,
wretched, God-forsaken country, where the soil does not seem able to
sprout black-eyed peas, and go out into the broad, rich, fertile West,
where they can buy farms on those alluvial prairies at a less price per
acre than the rent that they pay every year down there. ltisnot from
any hostility to the white people, but for the good of the black people,
that I urge them to get up and get out from that State.

Q. Mr. Wall,; have you ever looked at the census returns of North
Carolina and noticed the productiveness ot that State? If you have, [
am sure you would not make any such sweeping assertions as you have,
that the soil i8 not capable of raising ¢ black-eyed pease.” Did you ever
examine the census returns of North Carolina as regards its product.
iveness 1—A. O, yes, sir; I certainly have; I love the State—
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Q. Have you looked at the census returns because you love the State?
—A. I jndge mainly from my own general knowledge of the State and
the condition of the people there. ’

Q. Aside from the barrenness of the soil of North Carolina, point out
some other evils that you think the people will be relieved of by going
to Indiana.—A. The next thing, and the most important thing to me, 18
the education and schooling of the children. I am told, notwithstand-
ing the statements that the State has been very liberal in the establish-
ment of schools, including normal schools, and did for a time seem to
make an effort in the direction of popular education, that, either becanse
they have not the disposition or becanse they have not the ability, they
have ceased to take that sort of interest in furnishing school privileges
that they started out with. At all events, [ am satisfied, from state-
ments received fromn reliable sources, that they do not, in the rural dis-
tricts, give the children more than about three month’s schooling in the
year; and 1 guess few of them have that. Aund from the fact that the
school privileges there are not 8o good as they are in the North gener-
ally, I would urge them to leave there and seek some place where their
children can find better opportunities for education.

Q. What is your understanding of the school laws of Indiana, in re-
ganl to colored people?—A. I understand that they have schools for
the colored children the same as for the white, except that where the
distance would be too great for colored children to go to their own
schools they and the white children ean go to school together. In other
words, they have separate schools where it is convenient and they can
afford it ; and otherwise the children all go to school together. At all
events, I understand that in some way the colored children can get
schooling for at least six or eight months in the year. ‘

Q. Are you not aware that practically it is not true in Indiana that
the two races go to school together ! (Here the chairman entered into
asomewhat detailed explanation of the law, the facts, and the decision
of the supreme court, in Indiana, and then continued):

Q. Now, I want to ask you whether you are aware that there is a law
in Indiana making a landlord’s lien on half a man's crop, so that he can
not move it or sell it until he has paid his rent! Are you and your
folks aware of that !—A. No, sir; and it would not make any difference
t(ﬂny purpose if it were so, if white and colored men were treated
alike,

'Q. I would like to have you point out the advantages of Indiana over
North Carolina as regards the treatment of your people.—A. [ am not
particularly conversant with the laws of either State ; but [ know some-
thing of the disposition of the people of Indiana, and their ability and
willinguess to help and aid ; their friendliness is about all the matter I
have cousidered.

Q. Theu Indiana is regarded as friendly in tone and temper toward
the settlement of negroes there 7—A. No, not entirely ; The southern
part of your state, your ¢ Egypt,” is to be more dreaded, I would say,
than even Kentncky. But in the interior there seems to be a very dif-
ferent seuntiment.

Q. What do you mean by “ Egypt”? Do you mean Evansville, and
the parts aronnd there, where they cast about 1,500 negro votes, by
colored men brought over from Kentucky }—A. No, sir; I mean the
portions where the Democrats have been in the habit of bringing white
Kentackians over Uy the thousand to help carry the State for the Dem-
ocratic ticket.

Q Please be explicit, and state the counties where they have been
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in the habit of bringing Kentuckians over to vote the Democratic
ticket.—A. As I said, Mr. Senator, you must not contine me to specific
details in these matters. I have read statements in the papers, and have
received information from gentlemen in whom I have every confidence,
as to your * Egypt,” and the method of carrying elections there.

Q. Are you aware that “ Egypt” is not in Indiana—that the term is
never applied to any portion of Indiana, but is applied exclusively to the
southern portion of Illinois #—A. I have heard it applied to tbe southern
portion of Indiana and Illinois both.

Q. Are you aware that Mr. Heilman, the Republican member of Con-
gress from the ftirst district of Indiana, was elected from the most
southern Congressional district in the State, embracing half a dozen
counties lying next to Kentucky ! Are you aware that more of the
counties along the river are Republican than Democratic *—A. I have
given no testimony on that point, for I have no knowledge regarding it.

Q. I wanted to see, Mr. Wall, whether you could give an intelligent
account of the difference between the legislation in favor of your race in
Indiana and in North Carolina; you say, however, that you do not
know of auy political or social strife in North Carolina since suffrage was
bestowed on the negro?—A. I did not want to be uuderstood as saying
that all the difficulties there were social or political, but that I knew of
no particular, exciting, special war or strife between the two races.

Q. Yousay in thispaper, ¢ The disposition to escape beyond thereach
of oppression has of course been greatest among the colored people re-
siding in those sections of the South wherein their oppouents have dis-
played the least regard for their rights to ¢ life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.”” What part ot North Carolina is this emigration from ?
—A. I think it is from the northeastern part.

Q. Do you know what counties 3—A. I think I have heard them men-
tioned, maybe, but I cannot name them now. The emigrants have been
mainly, I bave understood, from the neighborhood of Goldsborough.

Q. You have been among these people as they passed through !—A.
Considerably.

Q. Did they not tell you what counties they were from ?¥—A. Some of
them may have done so, but if they did I do not remember now.

Q. You are a North Carolinian yourself —A. Yes, sir; but I have
been away from there a long time. They did not come from any coun-
ties where I am acquainted. I think the name of one of the counties
I heard mentioned was Lenoir County.

Q. Do you understand that this tide of emigration is started in North
Carolina from those points where the white people oppress the colored
people the most !—A. Do you mean more than in other parts of the
South ? :

Q. No; more than in other parts of North Carolina. Does this emi-
gration come from parts of that State where the white people treat the
colored people more unjustly than in other parts of the State 1—A.
Well, now, I think they treat them quite unjustly there——

Q. Quite unjustly in what way ?!—A. I think they treat them un-
justly in the way they take advantage of them in paying them for their
labor.

Q. How do yon know they take advauntage of them I—A. I know it,
because I have it directly from the mouths of many intelligeut, honest-
appearing men who have come from there.

Q. How do they say the white peoplé take advantage of them 1—A.
Well,quite a number of them have told me that when they work out they
can get but about thirty cents a day for their labor. And when they
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rent little patches or portions of ground, on shares, or when they rent
and pay so much a year for the land, though they have worked there
now for twelve or fifteen years, ever since emancipation, they stand
just where they did before; they haven’t anything. Then they have
told me about the process of dealing with them—their being paid for
their work in the orders that were spoken of by Mr. Cromwell the other
day. After they have made four or five bags of cotton, and so much
corn, or whatever else they may be raising, at the end of the vear their
orders have accumulated and aggregated in amount so that their land-
lord or employer, the man from whom they rent, who has the measuring
and weighing of the crop, and the handling and calculating of these
orders, makes it out, somehow, so that they not only have nothing, but
are in debt, with a mortgage on them, as one might say, for the future.

Q. Have you sufficient knowledge of the world to know whether the
same thing is or is not true of large numbers of persons in other places,
every where, white as well as black ; or does everybody get rich outside
of North Carolina !—A. O, no, sir, not everybody ; but in most p’aces,
anybody that is hardworking and economical can manage to save up
sowmething. :

Q. Is it not true of the laboring class in all portions of the country,
to a large extent, that at the end of the year they are still behind ; is
not that a very common complaint everywhere !—A. Mr. Senator, I will
frankly give you my reasons for concluding that there is something
wrong abont this matter. I understand a little about human natuore.
The master class, who have for two or three hundred years held these
colored people in abject slavery, have not so soon lost all their feeling of
superiority and ownership and their determination to get and to keep
the upper band of them. Human nature does not change so suddenly
but that, if this class to a man remain right there, in the same locali-
ties, and in the same relation as servants, as abject hewers of wood
and drawers of water, the upper class, with their dislike of labor and
their contempt of laborers, are not likely to be so pure, so ilnmacnlate
as to treat these people fairly and as their fellow-mnen. This is not to be
expected ; and when I hear these statements of unfair and unjust and
oppressive treatment from dozens and hundreds of people, bearing upon
their countenances the seal of wretchedness and the impress of despair,
I bold wyself justified in believing it to be true. If it be a fact that
the white population of the South cannot do any better by the colored
people than they do—if, on account of the poverty of the soil, they
cannot do any better—that does not make it any the less their right to
leave such a country, nor any less their duty to move to some better
one, which will afford them greater advantages in life for themselves
and their children.

Q. In regard to this matter of a change of sentiment toward the col-
ored people, are you aware that within the past twenty-five or thirty
years the people ot Indiana have voted, by a majority of seventy-five or
eighty thousand, against permitting colored persons to come into the
State7—A. I was not aware of it ; I am very sorry if they ever did such
a thing.

Q. I find you stating, in this circular of yours, that ¢ he desires toes”
cape from the South in time to avoid the unpleasant experiences of a
Presidential campaign, and even before the census-taker sball have nsed
his name to swell the Congressional representation of that section”; is
it your purpose in that to advance the idea that this migration would
cat down the Congressional representation of the South generally 1—A.
That was not my primary understanding at all.
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Q. Why was it inserted there, then 7 —A. Because, while that was not
the primary object in view, still I think it would beright to do that very
thing.

Q. I am not asking you whether you thivk it would be right or not ;
I am asking in regard to the fact. This movewment, then, would have
some connection, would it not, with the basis of representation, North
or South #—A. I think that would be an incidental result, following in
the lead of this greatest of all considerations—that of getting them
away for their own good, for bumanity’s sake.

Q. Speaking of this transfer to the North you say: ¢ There, too, his
right of suffrage will not be contested or abridged; and if the ¢solid
North? is in reality to be arrayed in political contest against a ¢solid
South,” his vote, freely cast, inay one day prove a potent force in saving
the nation from the evil designs of his former persecutors.” You say
this in your circular; and yet you say that this migration, so far as your
society is concerned, has no politicalend in view—that there is nothing
political about it¥—A. Nothing whatever.

Q. This statement, too, is here in this spaper incidentally 2—A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. And the allusion to his casting his vote agaiust a * solid South ”
is also bere incidentally, or accidentally—which?—A. I dov’t know
whether it is incidental or accidental ; what 1 mmeant to say was this:
that in the North the colored man will not have to pass through those
scenes that he bhas to pass throngh in the South; there is no use in de-
nying these things, for these colored people have lived there and know
about these things ; in the North nothing occurs of this intimidating,
and white liners, and night-riders, and ku-klux.

Q. Do you mean that there are white-liners, and night-riders, and ku-
klux in North Carolina !—A. I do not know particalarly about North
Carolina.

Q. You speak of going North, where the right of suffrage is not
abridged ; is the right of suffrage abridged in North Carolina any more
than in Indianpa !—A. I think so.

Q. Do not misunderstand me, Mr. Wall; in my examination of you 1
am not trying to catch you in any way, or to get you to agree with me;
I simply want to get your explanation of things; I waut to find out
what you know with regard to this emigration movement. You say,
here in this appeal of yours, ‘Judging from the numerous petitions for
aid, and from other intelligence received from various sections of the
South, this migration movement is as yet in its incipiency ”; that is,
only in the beginning; is that your idea in regard to this movewment ?—
A. That is what I think, sir.

Q. Now, I want to know from you, one of the leading wmen in this
matter, and one of the most intelligent, your idea of the scope, of the
future, of this migration; to how great an extent you coutemplate or
anticipate a removal of the negro from the South to the North ; whether
you expect all the colored population to leave, or but a part of them ;
and if a part, what part; and where from, and where to; and within
what time; give us any facts that you may have bearing upon these
points.—A. Well, I have two or three theories. One is this: the col-
ored people have now got a knowledge of their right and privilege to
remove themselves from one part of this country to another; they have
learned that there is a vast domain in this country as yet unpeopled and
unsettled ; as they become more intelligent, the same laws which govern
any migration, which for the past century has governed the migration
of people from the oppressed countries of the old world to this country,
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will control this migration of the colored population from the South.
They will escape from that section, where they must bear a menial rela-
tion, it seems to me, 80 long as they remain there, to the Northern and
Western States, where at least a portion of the people are kindly dis-
posed toward them, and where they will possess the great advantage of
taking up the svil and becoming owners of land ; and encouraged by
the progress of these, and the improvement in their condition—which
will advance all the time—and the increased friendliness which will re-
sult from their proviug themselves to be honest, industrious, and worthy
people, others will follow them, in greater or less numbers, as they find
their conditions more or less unpleasant and unsatisfactory in the South,
In that great agricultaral portion of the country, where they need the
labor of the uegro, findiug him docile and diligent and trustworthy,
they will become attaclied to him, and will prefer bim, as the old mas-
ter class of the South does, to the foreign class of white labor. And as
he fiuds himself well received and well treated, as he finds work to do
and pay for his work, and as these facts are learned by those of his race
whom be has left behind in the South, the migration will increase in
double ratio. Iu regard to this matter of climate, I had a talk with
Senator Lamar the other day ; he said he had no fears of the negro not
doing well in the North ; he opposed the exodus on other grounds, but
not upon that; for the-other advantages he would have in the North
wonld more than counterbalauce any disadvantages that might arise
from the rigors of the climate.

Q. If I understand your explana‘ion, you expect this transfer of popu-
lation 10 become, in the course of time, quite general and extensive ¥—
A. Yes, sir; 1 would say that; but I do not expect the South to be de-
populated. I thiuk, if a great many of them were removed, it would be
better, both for those who leave, and for those who remain in the South.

Q. Ot cou:se it would not depopulate the South ?—A. I meant, of
course, 8o far as colored people are concerned.

Q. Your view is, then, that there is to be an extensive movement, to
continue for a good while in the future ?—A. Maybe I can make myself
clearer to the Senator by aup illustration like this: There has for many
years been an influx of immigration from Ireland; a certain percentage
every year—increasing when they have bard times in Ireland, and dimin-
ishing when there is less distress there. lu about the same way, this
exodus bhaving now commenced, will be apt to continue, serving as a
sort of outlet, where the colored people will go to benefit themselves, as
people come frowm other countries.

Q. Do you know to what extent this emigration is to go to Indiana 3—
A. No, sir; nothing definite.

Q. Do the negroes that are now going to Indiana intend to make that
State their permanent home ?—A. I think so.

Q. Have you not heard it stated, or suggested, that they would re-
main in Indiana until next fall, and then go on farther west, where there
were government lands—possibly to Kansas!—A. I have never heard
anything of that sort. I have said to them, go to Indiana, where you
can find good homes, and a bospitable people; and it may be that after
a few years, when you have accummulated something, if you want to you
can go farther west, where you can buy lands cheaper; but this has never
been a doctrine of mine.

Q. Have you ever seen any circulars stating to the colored people
that they must get to Indiana by the first of May next7—A. Never.

Q. Have you ever talked with Perry, or Williams, or Scott, upon that



32 NEGRO FXODUS FROM £OUTHERN STATES.

subject—that they ought to get there by that time, or ought to get there
next spring 1—A. No, sir.

Q. You have no particular reason, then, for hurrying them through
during this cold season of the year?—A. Yes, sir; to get where the
people are friendly to them, and to find good places to work.

Q. What arrangements have you made with the railroads for trans-
pﬁrting these people to Indiana ?—A. I have made no arrangements at
all.

Q. Did you ever talk with the officers of the railroads on the subject?
—A. Yes, sir.

. Did you see Mr. Foreman !—A. He was the priucipal man I saw.
. What position did he occupy >—A. He was the agent.

. Of what road !—A. Of the Baltimore and Ohio.

. Do you know Mr. Dukehart !'—A. Not especially.

Mr. Foreman is the passenger agent 3—A. Yes, sir.

. Did you go to see Mr. Foreman, or did he come to see you!—A.
He has been to see me several times, aud I have been to see him several
times.

Q. What has he been to see you about ?—A. To see it [ would send
these people by his road.

Q. Did you receive a proposition from Mr. Foreman for carrying those
people !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you receive a proposition from the Baltimore and Potomac
Road 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Through whom !—A. Through their agent, Mr. Janowitz,

Q. You mean a proposition for the transportation of these people to
Indiana '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Which made the best bid !—A. I can tell the Senator something
better than all this, for I went to see thé grand moguls of the railroads
themselves.

Q. Who were they i—A. Mr. Cole, of the Baltimore and Ohio Road,
and Mr. Young, of the Baltimore and Potomac Road.

Q. What arrangement could you make with Cole, of the Baitimore
and Ohio!—A. I went up in the interests of this organizatiou of ours,
feeling that every penny we could save these poor people it was our
duty to do it. I went up to see the very best that could be done. The
Baltimore and Ohio people received me nicely, and said they would
carry the emigrants from Washington to Indianapolis for $#9 a head. 1
said, “Could you do it for no less?” They said, ¢ No, but we will tell
you what we will do; we will give youa draw back of one dollar a head.”
I said, ¢ Is that )our very best ” They said, ¢ Yes, it is.” Then I went
to see what the other road would do. I went to see Young and he
treated us outrageously, because some days before fifty colored men,
with whom our society had nothing whatever to do, had been sent by
the Baltimore and Ohio Road, which they were trying to get; he swore
and cursed, and said he did not care about carrying any of them any-
how; he said that he had written to his subordinate Lere his best terms,
and that we could go to him and learn themn. He said we had had the
other 1oad carry the other lot, when they had been partly promised to
his road, and they might as well carry these too. I saw he was feeling
a little dyspeptic and not nice, and we came away. I had said to Cole
before that unless we could do better by the other road we would send
these men by his; that is, such men as we had on our hands to send.
Some came and went right through, without our having anything to do
with them. We were only wmanaging our own little matter here. When
I got Lack I said to the agent of the Baltimore and Potomac that I sup.

LLCOL0!
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posed he had stated his best terms to me. He said, “Yes, sir; I could
not do any better.,” So the terms of both roads were precisely the same.
So we went down and concluded the arrangement with the Baltimore
and Ohio Road, so far as our little organization was concerned ; that is,
wheunever we raised the money ourselves to send a lot out. When the
emigrants paid their own way, we never had anything to do with it in
any shape. Then they questioned us, the railroad men did, as to what
should be done with the drawback money—the dollar apiece on each
passenger. We said, ¢ You must not pay a cent of this money to any
of our men, but make a contribution of it to our orgaunization.” So this
drawback money was paid back into our treasury,to be used in the
purchase of titkets for other emigrauts. And we have our books and
tickets, with oaths, to show the same.

Q. Have you ever oftfered anybody a dollar a head for getting emi-
grants —A. Never.

Q. Or 75 cents a head ?'—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. W, C. Chase?!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever have any such conversation with him ?—A. No, sir;
Never in my life.

Q. Where did you get the money which you pay out forthe transpor-
tation of these colored people from here to Iudiana, over the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad—the $3 dollars a head, and the drawback ; do you
get that eutirely by contribution?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Those contributions are from Washington ¥—A.. Yes, sir.

Q. Have any been receiving any from outside of Washington ?—A.
We did get, through Mr. Douglass, $250 from Miss Elizabeth Thowmpson,
a philanthropic lady of New York.

Q. Can you tell who your principal subscribers to this fund are in
this city ¥—A. I do not know that I could. One reason why I do not
know is that from the very inception of ourorganization I have partic.
nlarly insisted that nobody, neither myself nor anybody else, should
touch a cent of those contributions.

Q. Have you canvassed for money yourself, or have others done that
for you 1—A. I do not know whether others have or not; I think noth-
ing of the sort has been done except at public meetings which have
been held.

Q. Do you know Mr. Dukehart, passenger agent of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad —A. I have met him.

Q. Where is he now ¥—A. I do not know; I suppose he is at work in
the interests of the road.

Q. Where is he at work 7—A. He seems to go from this city down
south.

Q. Are you not aware that he goes from this ¢city down to North Car-
olina to stir up this emigration business *—A. He goes down south, but
not, I think, to stir it up; I asked him particularly not to stir it up, but
to let it all be spontaneous.

Q. Your understanding is that he goes down into North Carolina to
look after this business !—A. Yes, sir; he said to me that he staid at
that end of the route attending to passengers and emigration; I asked if
hie had ever urged or encouraged the colored people to come north; he
said no, be had strict orders not to do that; then I told him that so far
as our society was concerned, we wished nothingof the kind ; we wished
the movement to be entirely voluntary.

Q. He attends to passengers and emigration?--A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you not know that he passed through here with a lot of col-
ored passengers three or four days since ¥—A. Yes, sir.

3 EX
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Q. Do you know where he is now ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know whether he is in North Carolina or Indiana 1—A. No,
sir; 1 only know that he is engaged in this business, and geuerally at
that end of the route, down there.

Q. Mr.Cromwell said in bis testimony day before yesterday, that when
these colored people first came here they intended to go on to Kansas,
but that after they got here they changed their plans, and concluded to
go to Indiana; do you know anything about that I—A. A little; what
Mr. Cromwell said did not bhave any effect on me, because he was not
very clear about some things. In the beginning of the matter, two
agents, or men who claimed to be agents, came here with long petitions,
stating where they had held meetings down there, and had concluded
to go somewhere. Up tothattime, we had not had the slightest knowl-
edge or least idea of people coming here from North Corolina. Well,
these two young men came here and staid a few days, and while they
were stopping here and trying to get acquainted with our little organi-
zation, our society, their attention was directed to somebody, and that
somebody directed their attention to Indiana, stating that there were
opportunities and places there for labor, and very kind people, es-
pecially among the Quakers; but I did not see these young men then,
nor for a mouth or six weeks after they had come here, and had left
here, and made arrangements to have their people go to Indiana, till
they bad gone out there and canvassed the State, and been all over it
investigating the condition of things, and the feelings of the people,
and bad concluded to locate a number of emigrants there. I did not
see these persons myself till this emigration from North Carolina was
Sully inaugurated, and the people from there were already going to In-

jana.

Q. Did you show them any of those Indiana papers, encouraging im- -
migration to that State !—A. No, sir; I had no such relation with tbem.

Q. Yon made a remark in relation to Mr. Cromwell’s testimony. Did
you not regard his statement as reliable !—A. Yes, sir; but there were
some matters that I thought he did not make very clear. There was
one thing in particular that I thought be did not make very clear, al-
though I was sure that he knew all about it.

Q. State what it was.—A. It was this: When be was asked in regard
to paying off the colored people in orders, how they were affected un-
fairly by that mode of paywent, he did not explain the matter as
clearly as I thought he might. He has been present when these poor
people explained this, aud I thought he might have made the injustice
of it appear a great deal clearer.

Q. Will you explain that matter to us on Friday, when you come
here to bLring us those records }—A. Yes, sir; I cannot promise you
a great deal in the way of records; but I will look up what I have. As
I bave said before, I turned over the most of them to Mr. Adams.

TESTIMONY OF A. M. CLAPP.

A. M. CLAPP sworn and examined.

Question. Please state your name and residence.—Answer. My name
is A. M. Clapp; Ireside in the city of Washington.

Q. What is your occupation ¥—A. I am connected with the Daily
National Republican.

Q. In what capacity !-—A. As editor,
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Q. I find your name on this paper as treasurer of this organization—
the Emigrant Aid Society ; state how long you have occupied that posi-
tion in that society.—A. I think that some time last April I was called
opou by Mr. Wall, and asked if I would serve as their treasurer. At
first I declined, and said ¢ No”; that I did not care to have anything
to do with it. But be said that he had been requested by a great mmany
to ask me to consent, and finally I consented, and have since acted as
treasurer of the society.

Q. What have been your duties in your capacity of treasurer of this
society !—A. To receive contributions or money from whatever source
derived.

Q. What moneys have you received !—A. It was, I think, on the 6th
of May that the first contribution to the funds ot the society came into
my hands ; it was the proceeds of a public meeting held in behalf of
the emigrant aid project.

Q. What was the amount ¥—A. Thirty-nine dollars.

Q. What have you received since that time !'—A. I bave received, at
different times since, in contributions from individuals or churches and so-
cieties, [ conld not tell precisely how much, batIthink sixteen hundred and
odd dollars, all of which hasbeen paid out,and ninety-eight centsmore,
oo orders drawn by the president and secretary of the society, up to the
time that they resorted to an auditing committee. . Since then no money
bas been expended except on orders signed by that auditing committee.
The money was paid out on those, and delivered to the persons bring-
ing me the orders.

Q. Please state the objects of those expenditures for that amount.—
A. Some of the money has beert expended to defray the expense of halls
for meetings ; some of it ostensibly for printing; a small portion of it
for taking care of the emigrants while they were here in indigent cir-
cg:)nstances; some of it for transportation; all as set forth in the
orders. :

Q. The largest amouut was to pay for their transportation *—A. Yes,
8ir; the greatest amount was for transportation.

Q. Can you give the committee, from the amount of money you have
expended, about the numberof people that have been transported by this
fund from here to Indiana ¥—A. Well, I would not like to make any
statement without reference, and I have no data with me just now, be-
cause 1 did not know what the scope of your inquiries would be. I will
farnish the committee, if they desire it, a particular statement.

The CHAIRMAN. 1 wish you would do so, stating especially the amount
expended for transportation.

] ‘XI'T.\'ESS. Do you want a full and detailed report regarding the
un

The CoaIRMAN. No; simply a statement that so much has been re.

ceived, and that it has been expended as follows, so that we can see for
what it has been expended. And now please state whether you have
taken no other duties upon yon in connection with this emigration mat-
ter, besides acting as treasurer of this society, and disbarsing its fands.—
A. Not at all ; I bhave not had anything to do with it, beyond that.
Q. I suppose, from your acting as an officer of this society, that you
1o the main approve of its purpose ?—A. I approve of affording every
facility to every American citizen to g) anywhere that he chooses to go
within this country ; and if he is not satisfied where he is, and the public
thinks it is for its good to aid him, or any society thinks it is for his
good to aid him in his parpose to go elsewhere, I would not interfere
with their doing so.
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Q. In this instance, I conceive that you deem it to be for the publicin-
terest that this transfer should take place, or you would not be connected
with it ?—A. I do not kuow that it is for the public interest so much as
for the interest of the persons who are engaged in the migration.

Q. You were a citizen of New York before you came here !—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Havre you ever been in Indiang, to remain for any length of time 1—
A. I bave passed through there; I have never spent auy time there.

This witness, at the next meeting of the committee, sent in the fol-
lowing statement :

WasniNGrox, D. C., January 22, 1830.
Hon. D. W. VOORHEES, .
Chairman of Exodus Investigation (Committee :

Sir: In pursuance of your request I present the following abstract of my account,
as treasurer of the Emlgmnt Aid Society, and to correct my statement of yesterday,
made from recollection :

Received from all sources, from May 6, 1379, to January 10, 1880........... 42,021 08
Expended as follows :

Nov. 20. For transportation of emigrants, as per vouchers......... $170 00
Nov. 23. For transportation of emigrauts, as per vouchers......... 63 00
Dee. 9. For transportation of emigrants, as per vouchers......... 540 00
Dec. 10. For trausportation of emigrants, as per vouchers......... 270 00
Dec. 16. For transportation of emigrants, as per vouchers. ........ 468 00
Dec. 19. For transportation of emigrants, as per vouchers......... 170 00
Dec. 26. For transportation of emigrants, as per vouchers. ........ 20 00
On sundry vouchers for other expenses................... 315 06

—_— 2,023 71

Excessof receipts. ......ooi ittt it i i 2 63

Very respectfully,
A. M. CLAPP, Treasurer.

On motion the committee adjourned to January 23, 1880.

THIRD DAY.

WASHINGTON, D. C., Friday, January 23, 1880.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chairman
and all the members. The taking of testimony was resumed as follows

0. S. B. WALL recalled and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Mr. Wall, you stated the other day that, in your judgment,
some twenty-five hundred, perbaps more, colored persons had emigrated
from North Carolina to Indiana up to this time *—Auswer. Yes, sir;
but I do not wish to be understood as pretending to be accurate lll that;
I have not kept any account of numbers.

Q. We do not expect that; you say that is your approximate esti-
mate.—A. I think so; those that have passed through this way and in
other ways from North Carolina to Indiana.

Q. What proportion of them were able to and did pay their own way
from North Carclina to Iudiana?—A. I should say one-half at least;
more likely two-thirds.

Q. That would leave one-third to be provided fort—A. Yes,8ir; I
would qualify that in this way: We have never paid anybody’s way
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from North Carolina here, to my knowledge ; our assistance has been
from this city west. .

Q. Now, repeat your answer.—A. I mean to say this: To my ow
knowledge I think I can state positively there never has- gone a dollar
from us out of the city, or to help anybody to come to this city—to this
District; but that our assistance has been to persons passing through.

Q. To Indiana?—A. No; not to Indiana specially, but to persons
stopped here and unable to go further.

Q. Where did you help them to ?—A. To Kansas, some of them.

Q. Did you help anybody to Kansas ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many '—A. I cannot say now.

" Q. A dozen?—A. I cannot say ; perhaps more.

Q. Did you help as many as fifty 7—A. I cannot say, and I do not
care to be put on record as to the number. Ihave not attended so much
to the details of this matter as to having its general supervision.

Q. Very well ; that is an answer. You think there were more than a
dozen 1—A. Yes, sir; more.

Q. You stated to the committee that you had made a certain arrange-
ment with the railroad officials, namely, ¢ to Indiana $9 a head and $1
drawback ”; did you make a similar arrangement to Kansas 2—A. No,
sir; I think before I interposed with the railroads those going to Kan-
sas had gone on.

Q. Do you know on what terms the railroads took them to Kansas —
A. No, sir; I donot. : '

Q. Do you know what the fare of a colored emigrant to Kansas is
from here over any line of road #—A. I think that to any prominent
Flace there, such as Topeka or Lawrence, it is 819 or 820 for emigrant
are. .

Q. Did you ascertain that by talking with the railroad officials 2—A.
No, sir; but by looking at a chart I got from themn with the emigrant
rates printed on it.

Q. Did you go and make these arrangements yourself #—A. No, sir ;
not specially. I was at the office talking to Mr. Coleman, and I asked
him about it; not particularly as to Kansas, but what the contract
would be to all important points.

Q. Bat you state that the assistance, the pecuniary assistance, given
to these emigrants by your society has consisted in helping the people
to go to Indiana !*—A. No, sir; to Indiana and elsewhere.

Q. Where else?—A. We have assisted them to several places. I do
not understand all the places.

Q. We will get along faster, Mr. Wall, if you will give direct answers
to my questions.—A. I want to be explicit, Senator.

Q. Now where did you help them to 7—A. I think in several cases to
Kansas, and I know in several cases to Obio, and I know principally to
Indiana.

Q. Did you not state a while ago that you did not assist any of these
emigrants to Kansas, and that most of them who had gone through
here to that point weunt with individual assistance 2—A. I did not, and
if I did, 1 wish to correct it.

Q. Then you state that you assisted, or the members of your society
did, emigrants on their way to Kansas >—A. No, sir; I wish to be cor-
rect. That was before I made the arrangement with the railroads. I
mean now what the society has done. We had several cases, more than
a dozen perhaps, in which we assisted people to Kansas.

Q. I asked you in that counection how much it cost to take them to
Kansas, and you answered 19 or $20.
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Senator VANCE. I think it is $19 or $21.
The WIrNEss. Yes, sir; I think it is $21 now.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. You say about two-thirds of these people transported themselves
to Indiana 2—A. Yes, sir; that is my idea.

Q. That would leave you some eight hundred to be provided for !—A.
Yes, sir; about one-third, at $9.

Q. glow, how much did that call for *—A. The eight hundred, do you
mean

Q. Yes, sir; eight hundred, at 9 a head.—A. I could not state, and,
if you will permit me, I will tell you, Senator——

Q. No, no, Mr. Wall, just tell me how much eight huundred, at $9
a head, would amount to. Cannot you do that?—A. Yes, sir; when I
was a very small boy I could do that.

Q. That is what I ask, and I want you to answer.—.A. Yes, sir; but
we did not pay that amount. '

Q. I want you to give me the figures.—A. Yes, sir; but we did not
pay but 88 a head.

Q. Then how much would that be? I will give you a chance to ex-
plain afterwards.—A. That would be about $6,400.

Q. Now, if you want to explain that you did not pay that amount you
can do so.—A. Well, sir, we did not pay that amount from the fact tbat
a great proportion of those would go upon half-fare tickets, and others
were children who did not pay a cent.

Q. Did the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad carry a number of people to
Indiana for nothing 2—A. Yes, sir; a great many of them.

Q. By whose authority >—A. I do not know, sir.

Q. Did you see Mr. Garrett about it 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see Mr. Cole, the general passenger agent >—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he tell you they would take them for nothing ?—A. No, sir;
he certainly did not.

Q. Why, then, did tbey do it >—A. Because on all railroads babies
are not charged for, and between five and twelve years of age they go
on half fare, and I think that is the geueral rule not alone to negro em-
igrants.

Q. Of those eight hundred can yon tell how many were women and
children ?—A. No, sir; I cannot.

Q. Canyon tell us anything more than Mr. Clapp has as to how much
money was paid for the transportatioun of women dl](] children 2—A. No,
sir, I cannot.

Q. Now, Mr. Wall, at a former meeting I asked you if you would be
good enough to bring the reports of the society and what letters and
correspondence you had relating to this exodus movement; have youn
them with you this morning ?—A. I have not this morning, Senator.
There was a small sort of mishap by which I do not bave them. I asked
the secretary to let me bave them, Mr. Adams not being here. I asked
his brother-in-law, who is in the Treasury, to let me bave what Mr.
Adams bad; Lut by some mishap I did not get them until I started up
to the committee, and 1 did not have time to assort them. I will bring
them as soon as they are assorted over, and I find out what has to do
with the emigration society and what bas not.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Vance you may ask Mr. Wall any questions you
desire.

By Senator VANCE:
Q. Just a few. Mr. Wall how long is it since you have been in North
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Carolina '—A. I do not believe I bave been in the State—I guess it has
been sixteen years; it might have been more than that.

Q. You have not been there for some time then —A. Not for a good
while.

Q. Then you do not know anything, of your own knowledge, about
the condition of the colored people down there of course, not having
been in the State?!—A. I do not know, governor, of course, from being
in the State, but I know as to the condition of the colored people there.

Q. You do not know it from personal observation from seeing it your-
self ¥—A. No, sir, except from seeing people from there.

Q. From whom did you derive your information #—A. From perhaps
a dozen of those emigrauts, who were very intelligent men—candid,
sober men.

Q. That is from those emigrants passing through here leaving the
State ¥—A. A portion of it; yes, sir.

Q. Have you derived any of your information from intelligent white
men of the State ¥—A. I do not call to mind any time where I talked to
a white man from the State; but I have read the papers and talked
with intelligent colored men other than emigrants.

Q. In reply to a question of Senator Voorhees, in relation to the land-
lord and tenant act of Indiana, you stated that you did not care any-
thing about it, that it applied to all colors *—A. I said, if i1t did.

Q. Do yoa know anything to the contrary, that the laws of North
Carolina do not apply to all colors ?—A. No, sir; but I know of no law
passed that would benefit many white people that would benefit but
very few of the colored people. There are many laws passed in those
States where it is the meaning and intention of tie legislature to apply
them to the colored people.

Q. You place that on a supposition ; and in speaking of the landlord
and tenant act, you suppose that very few tenants are whites ?—A. I do
not know, sir, that I think-that; but there are a great many circnm-
stances that go to make up the facts of a man’s opinions. I know that
my father was a great slaveholder, and on his plantations there were
many poor whites. The number of poor whites was small compared
with the slaves, and I have thought that since the war there would not
be many poor whites without some land.

Q. You mean compared with the negroes ?—A. Yes, sir; it all re.
mained there as they were during the slave time.

Q. Yon also stated, Mr. Wall, that North Carolina did, for a while, .
seem to take an interest in the emigration of the negro, and that that
interest bad sort of died away !—A. I think I did say something to con-
vey that impression ; that last year, 1879, they were not dispensing so
much education to blacks as when the education law was passed.

Q. Have you seen the last report of the superintendent of education ¢
—A. No, sir; I wish I could see it.

Q. Do you know, as a fact, that the number of colored children at-
tending the schools has been increasing from year to year i—A. No,
sir; but I should not Le surprised if it were so.

Q. Do you know the amount of taxation authorized by the State for
common schools this year 2—A. No, sir; I have seen no report of it.

Q. Then you have no report from which to say that educationin the
State is not increasing ¥—A. I respectfully beg to differ from the Sena-
tor. I think I had information.

Q. Was it from documents, official reports, and things of that sort I—
A. T thiuk that would be the best evidence, but I do not consider there
is no other way of knowing the fact.
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Q. Well, you bave no information, I believe you said, that the colored
people had been subjected to any political persecution in North Caro-
lina #—A. No, sir; not as we understand it to be in Mississippi and
Louisiana, where they are treated very badly. There is not that sort of
treatment in North Carolina ; butI bave heard a number of these emi-
grants say that in various ways they have bad intimidation and things
of that sort. I have never made that question in the society giving aid
to emigrants.

Q. Did you ever hear of colored people bulldozing each other *—A.
No, sir; I have not; but I should not be surprised if they did do it.

Q. You should not be suprised if they did; do you know if a colored
man voted the Democratic ticket if his own people bulldozed him and
subjected his life to danger?—A. No, sir; I do not know as I ever
heard of an instance.

Q. Do you know that the laws in North Carolina make any difference
between colored people and others ?—A. No, sir; I know of no law that
does that.

Q. Do you know that in Kansas, to which yon bave been helping
these people, that the word ¢ white” is in the constitction, and that they
do not prevent colored people from voting '—A. No, sir; 1 know of no
differences there.

Q. Do you know that the word “white” is in the constitution?—A.
No, sir; I do not.

Q. Do you know that in 1866 the word * white” was in the constita-
tion, and the people objected to striking it out by a coustitutional
amendment ?—A. No, sir; I know that it was when Kansas was a Terri-
torial State, but I do not think there are any distinctions made there now;
but if you tell me that it is there I shall believe it.

Q. I said it because I was asking you if yon were sending people to
a State with the guaranty of all their rights where the word * white” is
in the constitution ?—A. I do not kuow, sir, as to that.

Q. And all this that you bave testified about the wages of laborers
and the paying of them in store-orders and their coming out at the end
of the year witbout money, you got all that from the colored emigrants?
—A. Principally; yes, sir.

Q. Do you know from farm operations generally that a farm is some-
times frem fifteen to twenty miles from town and that the colored
people frequently cannot go to town to make their purchases, and these
colored stores are established for the mutual convenience of the landlord
and tenants, and these advances are made to them for their own accom-
modation? That is not an unusual thing, is it, in such places where
farmincg is carried on *—A. No, sir; I believe not.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. Of what class is your society composed, white or colored !—A.
Colored people, sir.

Q. In what proportion !{—A. I do not know as we have a white mem-
ber, except Mr. Adams, and he is not here, and has not been here for
some time. I do not know whether Mr. Mendenhall considers himselfa
member. If be does, he is a white man.

Q. What was the motive and purpose of organizing this society I—
A, In the first place we thought ot the condition of the colored people
in the District of Columbia; that there was a great many of them here,
far more than had enough to do, and that Congress was making appro-
priations for their support from year to year, and they were the recipi-
ents of government charity. I think I sent a communication to Con-
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gress at one time that the colored people could not be made a good peo-
ple so long as they were the recipients of charity, and inasmuch as
they themselves would not like to raise their children in this way, in
that spirit of self-supporting independence I asked Congress to make
an appropriation to help us get them West and settle them, and bridge
them over for a year or 8o, taking a mortgage on their lands. I thought
it would be best for the country to do that instead of feeding them with
soup here in the city from year to year.

Q. Was this society organized before there was any movement of the
colored people from the States 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And principally to get these people—colored people—away from
{)l;e District 1—A. Yes, sir; it was organized long before the exodus

gan.

Q. Do you recollect when you first made this move ?—A. I believe it
wastwo and a half or may be three mouths before the movement. I
could see the exact date.

Q. When was this circular issuned; after the movement from the
States 1—A. Yes, sir; a long time after we organized.

Q. Senator Vance asked you as to North Carolina.—A. We had no
reference to North Carolina in that circular. We bad our eyes directed
to this great movement west of the Mississippi river, and to lllinois and
other States.

Q. Then the incessant strife to which you refer in this circular had no
reference to North Carolina 1—A. We should not have thought of that
State if the people down there had not come and told us and excited
our sympatby. We then thought the operations of our society might
as well apply to them as to any other people, for it was only giving aid
to hnman beings in distress. At the time of issuing the circular we had
?o knowledge of any other movement, and no reference to North Caro-

ina.

Q. I do not believe you stated where the contributions to your society
came from. Please state it.—A. They came from churches and indi-
vidoals. [ believe Colonel Ingersoll gave us a hundred dollars.

Q. Was that in a public hall1—A. Yes, sir; in a public meeting.
Then Mr. Douglass got for us $250 from Miss Elizabeth Thompson.

Q. Mr. Douglass is opposed to the exodus, is he not ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he get it solely as a charitable contribution ¥—A. Yes, sir; I
told him when I went to his office, and said to him that the people were
here, and that they needed it, and that I heard he had $250 to help
them. He said that, yes; as the people were here he would assist them.

Q. Do you remember at whose suggestion you made the arrangement
with the railroad authorities for the transportation of these people to
Indiana, and whether you knew of people sent out there by the sugges-
tion of their agents or otberwise ?—A. They had been sending people
by the railroads for some time, sending them in little lots, as I was told
by Mr. Adams and others. It was quite a while before I went to see
them, but I heard a great deal about their talk, but as it was vague
rumor I got over in the cars to see them. I knew there were many kind
people contributing funds to the society, and 1 thought it due to them
to see the condition of these people and get the best rates that I could
for them, 8o that I could speak to the society and tell them what we had
done. 8till, we never had any regular meeting about it, but I went for
that reason to Baltimore to see their general agents. Some persons
said we could get better rates over the Baltimore and Ohio, and some
said the Baltimore and Potomac, but I went to see them for myself.
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Q. What rate did you get; eight dollars with a dollar drawback to go
to Indiana 1—A. Yes, sir. ,

Q. And nineteen to twenty-one to Kansas $—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then it was cheaper to go to Indiana !—A. Yes, sir; and we were
glad when they went there on that account.

Q. What reports did you get as to their getting employment out
there?'—A. We had good reports. We said we did not want to send
them where they would not be provided for. Our object was to aid
them in securing good homes and employment and not to benefit any
particular person. We sent them out there, and I have letters that I
can bring to you showing that they are satisfied. It was our object, as
I say, to provide for them in that way.

Q. State again on what you base your estimate of 2,500 who bave
gone to Indiana, and whether all of them were from North Carolina{—
A. I think not all, but I think they are mostly from there. I may have
missed the figures one-half, for I made no note of it as they passed
throngh. 1 did no clerical daty about the organization, but from the
numbers who have passed through at the depot and information I got
in one way and another it just seemed so.

Q. If you have been mistaken in the figure, which way do you think
the mistake has been made ?—.\. I overestimated it, for I have been
thinking of it overnight.

Q. Does anybody here know the number?—A. I think Mr. Dukehart
would know. He was summoned as a wilness here.

d Q. You do not pretend to know the number yourself?—A. No, sir; I
0 not.

Q. You say that you might have heard of colored people bulldozing
each other? What is the extent of your information on that point —
A. As the Senator bas inquired, the great mass of them are opposed to
a colored man voting the Democratic ticket, and where one is inclined
that way they have been apt to think he was a renegade and to threaten
violence to him. I spoke of their bulldozing in that sense.

YQ. Do you think they would be likely to do that to one another ¥—A.,
es, sir.

Q. So far as you know the sentiments of the colored people in North
Carolina, what are they, Democrats or Republicans ¥—A. They are Re-
publicans.

Q. Then how do you account for a Democrat carrying a certain dis-
trict in North Carolina, Kitchen’s district ; how do you account for its
going Democratic when there is a large majority of colored voters in
that distriet ?

Senator VANCE. There were two Republican candidates, Senator.
The aggregate vote showed a large Republican majority, and Mr, O’Hara
got a large majority over his Republican opponents in the contest.

Senator BLAIR. He claims that he was counted out.

Senator VANCE. Yes, sir; counted out by the county returning boards.

Q. (By Senator WinDoM.) I will ask you as to your information about
the treatment of the colored people in North Carolina several years ago,
during the time of the Ku-Klux?—A. That I understood ouly, but I
understood it to be the same as in other States farther southwest where
my attention was called.

Q. How do you account for the exodus from the States of Louisiana
and Mississippi #—A. I think it is on acconut of the abuses the colored
people have received.

Q. What character of abuses 1—A. Almost every kind. They were
not only maltreated by those in whose employ they were, but greatly
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outraged as to their rights to vote, and intimidation ruled almost broad-
cast.

Q. State as to the effect this treatment in those localities has had on
the colored race.—A. It has had the effect to demoralize them and make
them discontented throughout the whole South.

Q. State if they have not a general apprehension of danger and mal-
treatment all through that section.— A’ Yes, sir; I think where they
are even treated best their treatment is such as to demoralize them and
frighten them.

Q. Would that bhave a tendency to make them wish to leave and go
somewhere else?—A. Yes, sir; I think so.

By Senator VANCE:

Q. You do not understand that the second district of North Carolina
was carried for the Democrats by any violence, intimnidation, or threats
on the part of the white people?—A.-No, sir; I understood that Mr.
O’Hara carried it fairly, but on account of the manipulations of those
in control, the Democrats, he was cheated out of it.

Q. Do you understand it was the Democrats who did that ¥—A. Yes,
sir; that some of the votes cast for him were thrown out unfairly, and
if be had had the benefit of them he would now have his seat.

Q. Do you understand that those large LRepublican counties, where
they bave three thousand Republican majority, thatthey are in the hands
of Democratic county officers 7—A. They are.

Q. How did they get in?—A. I think the same way as they get to
Congress.

Q. Well, they would have to have a start before they could get in to
do these things. How did they get in ¥—A. Well, sir, in this same way,
I suppose.

Q. Take the counties of Edgecombe, Halifax, and Warren. Do you
understand that they were actually in the hands of the Democratic
county officers'—A. No, sir; but I take the aggregated number of votes
in all the counties; those votes have to be aggregated, and my informa-
tion, I think, is reliable, though I may be mistaken, that in the aggre-
gate there was this deficiency ; that if there had been a proper aggregate
made of the votes Mr. O’Hara would bave been elected.

Q. I know that is true, that the aggregates are made up in that man-
ner; but 1 want to know whether you say the blame is on the Demo-
cratic officers?—A. I say that as far as I know the blame is on the
Democratic party and people.

Q. In that district}—A. I do not want to particularize specially.
The couuty officials in all those counties I named to you are all Re-
publicans.

Q. You say you do not know that as a fact ?*—A. No, sir.

Q. Have all the meu who have come here from North Carolina come
from that district ?2—A. I think so, mostly ; but I could not state posi-
tively, and I do not claim that their greatest trouble is interference with
their political rights.

Q. Now, the districts adjoining, the one to the southeast and the one
to the west, are close districts, are they not >—A. 1 understand so

Q. And there has been no emigration from the close districts, but
all of it has been from those large Republican districts, where the votes
could be spared !—A. I have had no particulars except as those people
landed here, and no particular data as to where they came from.

Q. Didn’t it strike you as a little more than an accident that the em-
igration nearly all came from that large Republican district and went
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to this large Democratic State ; didn’t it look a little more like design
than accident ¥—A. Governor, from your standpoint it may, bat I know
I bave no knowledge of any preconcerted plau or arrangement with
anybody in North Carolina to forward this movement ; but our only con-
nection with these people has been when they came here and told their
own simple story. There has been no arrangement made by us with
these people in North Carolina.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. Mr. Wall, I wish.you to state, from your entire knowledge of the
subject-matter derived as a member of the society or from public persons
or connection with colored men, and from all sources or any source of
knowledge whatever, whether this exodus originated in or is promoted
by any political arrangement outside of the States where these people
reside.—A. That is from the Northern States, you mean ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. I have no knowledge of the originating of this move-
ment by, through, or with the assistance of any political influence.

Q. My question is also whether it is being promoted by any influence
whatever ¥-—~A. No, sir; none whatever. I know of no money that has
been used to assist it that came from any political sources whatever.

Q. From your relation to and connection with the colored race of the
country, and your residence and opportunities for getting knowledge, if
there was any such influence promoting the exodus, do you think you
would know it 2—A. I think I should.

Q. Is there auy colored man in the Uuited States, you think, who
would know better than yourselt >—A. No, sir; I think 1 should be as
likely to know as anybody.

Q. Do you know of any business arrangement in the North that is
employing and stimulating this movement ?—A. No, sir; none.

Q. It has been suggested that some railroad companies have been
stimulating it for the purpose of increasing their railroad patronage.—
A, No, sir; I was asked that, and I would like to be allowed to correct
myself. I see in this miserable Post here it makes me say that Mr.
Dukebart had been down.there stirring them up ; but I wish tosay that he
has been down there the same as any other agent for a railroad seeking
patronage. I stated expressly that he was not stirring them up, to my
knowledge, and I suppose I was reported correctly.

Senator VANCE. 1t is in the record, and I have no doubt you are cor-
rectly reported.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. You state you know uothing of any political or business influence
which is at the bottom of this movement. Iwould like for you, in a few
words, to explain to the committee what you think is the philosophy of
the movement; what you think is the relative importance of the move-
ment in North Carolina, and whether it has any particular significance
or whether it is but an incident of a general movement.—A. I will say
to the latter part of your inquiry, that it may not be an extensive move-
ment in North Carolina, but as soon as the masses in North Carolina
and the people there generally learn of the success of their friends, I
think they will be influenced just as other people are, and that in time
it will become a general movement.

Q. Perhaps you do not understand me. I am not speaking of the
laboring classes, or asking about them ; but I ask you, judging from all
causes and influences which you know to be operating upon this move-
ment, is it likely to be as great from North Carolina as it is from other
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parts of the South *—A. Yes, sir; as I stated, I think it will be general,
growing greater as those who go before have succeeded.

Q. You bave stated some of the causes to be in the nature of abuses
put npon the colored people; do you think those abuses are as great in
North Carolina as they are in other Southern States ?—A. I do not.

Q. Then why will the movement assume such proportions in North
Carolina as it has in other States ?—A. Because I think this excitement
and disturbances about the time of elections will come on once in a while.
While these people are a laboring class of people, and live in rural dis-
tricts, they will not suffer so much from them in North Carolina as they
have elsewhere; but the advantages of the Northwest are so much
greater that they will become acquainted with them, and move right
along. [ think, because of the many advantages of the Northwest that
cannot be had in North Carolina, there will be a movement from the
one State to the others. For instance, the soil is not 8o good in North
Carolina as it is in the Northwest; and another great matter of im-
portance to them is their school advantages.

Q. Do you mean to say the school advantages in North Carolina are
less than they are in Mississippi and Lonisiana, or where this great per-
secution is of which we hear {—A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Many of the questions here seem to be particularly directed to
North Carolina, as though this is a North Carolina movement specially.
Do you so understand it '—A. No,sir; not at all. 1did not have North
Carolina in my mind when I interested myself about the exodus.

Q. I do not understand that your organization had anything to do
with the exodus 3—A. No, sir; not at first.

Q. Now, as to the North Carolina exodus, do you look on it as the
principal movement, or is the exodus from other States to be regarded
as the principal portion of the movemeut?—A. Yes, sir; I think the
exodus in the Southwestern States is the principal part of the move-
ment.

Q. And the North Carohina movement you regard as an incident of
it!—A, Yes, sir.

Q. You state that the soil in the Northwest' is better than in the
Southern States 2—A. Yes, sir,

Q. But I understand you that political proscription is less in North
Carolina than in those other Southern States 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And yet you think that other advantages in the Northwest and
persecutions in the South are the cause of this movement ?¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, then, will you please state your philosophy of the exodus?
—A. This would be my theory: Just after the war our people were in
good condition. From the wreck of matter and the crush of worlds that
passcd over us our people emerged into a condition where there seemed
to be a little sunlight, and into what was for a while a better state of
things, and, to use the language that Senator Vance used, our stars
seemed to be rising. We got along for several years very well until
there were séveral failures iu the law or failure to support the enforce-
ment act properly, when the men who had beenin the rebellion came into
power in those States, and they, as seemed to be natural with them, took
control of their State governmeunts which they had not had under the car-
pet-bag governmeunts, and then the things relapsed into pretty much
their old condition ; and since theun the pressure goes on as all other op-
pressions do until wehave gotintoastateof thingsso dark and oppressive
that there must be some ventilation. There must be something to make .
us free again. In order to do this and get into a better condition I be-
lieve the exodus began, I believe it was a spontaneous movement, and
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if anybody had any agency in it it was our Heavenly Father, the great
Creator of us all.

Q. Do you think it is possible for the controlling element in the South-
ern States—that is, for the Democratic party, by any change in its
policy towards the colored people, to gradually put an end to the exo-
dus?—A. I do think that.

Q. Do you think the negro wants to go away from there if he iy treated
well1—A. No, sir; I think it is his nature to be religious and contented
if he is treated well at home.

Q. Do you think any white population would be willing to reside long
at the North or at the South under the same counditions that the blacks
have been subjected to, and would the exodus have taken place —A.
From my knowledge of the East and observation of the white race,
I know they would not have remained.

Q. Is there any change of treatment possible from the dominant peo-
ple in the South, do you think?—A. I think the exodus will not cease
until these people get a change from that treatment which prevails
there. I think it would then, and that the colored people had better
stay there than in the North.

Q. Why ?¥—A. Because just after the war, and after this millenniuom
there was going on in the South, my father sent me to the South. I did
gravitate in that direction ; but the matter got to be so luminous pretty
soon that I stopped right here.

Q. Ominous you mean, instead of luminous ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you say that such was the fact, and that such was the condi-
tion at the South that the negro began to gravitate towards the South?
—A. Yes, sir; Ithink his old and familiar associations led him towards
the land of his home. His parents would like taking him there. I do
not think so much of this idea of a hot climate for the negro as others
do. But this land gave them a good climate, but a poor soil ; but I
thought they might overcome that,

Q. According to your explanation, I think, under the good teachings
of Senator Vaunce this State can be wmade the Indiana of the exodus ¥—
A. Yes, sir; I think so.

By Seuator VANCE: .

Q. You say you have got reports from these people in Indiana.
Who have made them to you?—A. The principal reports that I have
were made by a young man who seemed to have been employed by these
people to get them a place to settle in.

Q. Who were they —A. They were Perry and Williams; but I have
letters from others.

Q. The principal reports as to employment of these people here are
from Perry and Williams ?—A. Yes, sir: 8o far as 1 know.

Q. Perry and Williams don’t live in Indiana, do they !—A. No, sir;
not permanently.

Q. Did they ever live there at all I—A. No, sir; except to go there
on this business.

Q. Did they ever have a residence there ?—A. I douw’t know, sir; they
are strangers to me.

Q. Where do they live ?—A. I don’t know where Mr. Williams lives,
bat Mr. Perry lives here.

Q. What is he doing !—A. He is temporarily remaining here, meet-
ing the people coming from his State.

Q. What do you mean by that?—A. He is temporarily here, bat I
think, from wbat he said to me, that he is going West.
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Q. Where is he now 1—A. He is here with his family, living in a
house.

Q. Where at ? I have been looking for him, and should like very
much to know his whereabouts.—A. He is here with his wife and
children, I think in a house on University street.

Q. How long —A. I think he bas been there two months.

Q. Where did he come from !—A. I think he came from North
Carolina.

Q. How often has he been to Indiana ?—A. I think three or four
times.

Q. When ¥—A. Within the past two or three months.

Q. How old a man is he ?—A, I should think about thirty years old.

Q. Then he reports to you that there is a demand out there for these
people !—A. No, sir.

Q. I understood you to say so a little while ago }—A. I understood
vou to make a remark as to ready employment. He says there is ready
employment there for those he has carried out.

Q. How mauny has he carried out }—A. I do not know, sir; I cannot
answer.

Q. Who can !—A. Mr. Williams.

Q. Where did he carry them ?—A. I said the other day I thought to
Greencastle, and I thought about Indianapolis.

Q. I am just examining you, Mr. Wall, about as to what he says. You
are not respounsible, understand, for what he says.—A. I am not saying
anything about the means he employed, but simply what he told me.

Q. You have answered when you said that he took them in and about
Greencastle '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he say anything about Terre Haute or Rockvale !—A. Yes,

sir; I think so.

YQ. That they could get ready employwent on farms out there 1—A.
€8, sir.

Q. Aud get homes to move into on these farms at this time of the
vear!'—A. Yes, sir; I got that impression somewhere. I don’t know
that I heard it from him; but I got the impression that they were set-
tled on these places and conveniently situated.

Q. Where does Williams live ?—A. I could not tell you.

Q. Where did you see Lhim ?—A. I saw him in Washiogton City.

Q. When !—A. I should think six weeks or two months ago. The
poor fellow was shivering and I gave him one of my overcoats.

Q. Did he say there was ready employment to do there for these peo-
plet—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did it suggest itself to you to tell him to go out there and get some
of it when he was shivering and you bad to give him one of your over-
coats I—A. I don’t think it did. I thought he had been badly treated
by some people here, and thought I ought to obey the Bible injunction,
when | had two coats, to give my brother one.

'Q You did not think that Governor Vance’s constituents had stolen
bis coat, did you —A. No, sir; I did not. No, sir; but I thought the
poor fellow had been badly treated.

Q. He was connected with this exodus matter, was he not —A. Yes,
sir,

Q. Did he come accredited to you in any way ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. I was asking you whether he was aceredited to you by anybody
You knew, 8o that you would as a matter of business trust him —A.
No,sir; I do not know whether it was Williams or Perry who, when
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they came, showed me a certificate of good character signed by the
mayor or sheriff of Goldsborough.

Q. Youdo not know which it was?—A. No,sir; I do not know whether
it was Williams or Perry ; perhaps it was Perry, who said that he was a
preacher, and I got the iinpression that he was a good, honest, upright
man.

Q. You have not seen Williams since 7—A. No, sir.

Q. You have no trace of him ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did he tell you there was ready employment in Indiana for these
emigrants I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where?!—A. 1 do not remember the counties I think one was
Elkhart.

Q. What other county do you remember?—A. Ithink Wayne County;
perhaps at Richmond, Wayne County.

Q. Did you hear of any negroes who had gone in there ?>—A. I think
some have gone in there.

Q. I wish you would ascertain if any have, as you have better means
of information on that point than I. See whether any single car-load
has ever been left there. Do you know what the politics of that county
are?—A. Yes, sir; itisa large Republican county ; I think it is Repub-
lican.

Q. And these conv ersatlons, you say, with Perry and Williams were
your principal sources of iuformation, bat you said that you had letters
from there. Now, from whom have you letters; give me a single in-
stance of a letter assuring you of ready employment for colored people
in that State ?—A. I cannot state the name just now.

Q. Where are those letters —A. They are on my desk, as I stated
to the Senator, but I cannot remember whom they are from.

Q. You do not remember the names of the writers ?—A. No, sir ; they
are all strangers to me.

Q. Certainly, but do you remember what post-offices they came from?
—A. No, sir; 1 cannot remember.

Q. Can you remember the points contained in those letters —A. No,
sir; they will show for themselves,

(é. How many have you received assuring you of ready employment
for colored laborers in Indiana #—A. A few.

Q. Give their number as far as you can.—A. I cannot say.

Q. How many, a half dozen ?—A. Yes, sir; but I told you that I gave
the matter of the letters over to the secretary.

Q. Wasn’t it evolved more from an inner consciousness of your own
than any information you have ¥—A. No, 8ir; no, indeed.

Q. We want the facts, Mr. Wall, and I wmean to treat you with the
utmost courtesy.—A. You have, Senator.

Q. Of course I do; and I say to you that if it is not a belief evolved
from your inner consclou%nesi and you have facts about this matter upon
which to base your opiuion, I would Le obliged for you to give them to
us.—A. I will'hand you such statements from honorable, fair men. I
will be able to give the names of veritable men, and also statements
made in newspapers of the facts out there, all of which will show how I
make up my opiuion.

Q. Now, you say you have veritable letters from fair and honorable
men. Now, I say give me the name of one man such as you have de-
scribed.—A. Well, I say

Q. No, no, give me the name of one such man.—A. Well, sir, there

Mr. Mendenhball.
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Q. Does he live in. Indiana 1—A. No, sir; belives in Washington, and
he is in this room here now.

Q. That is all right. I will ask him about it.—A. I think I have a
letter by Mr. Walker, of Terre Haute.

Q. J. H. Walker, ot Terre Haute?—A. Yes, sir. I was accredited
with bringing his name up the other day in the matter.

TESTIMONY OF JAMES E. O'HARA, COLORED.

JAMES E. O’HARA sworn and examined.

By Senator VANCE:

Question. Where do you reside I—Answer. Near Enfield, Halifax
County, North Carolina.

Q. State what positions you have held in North Carolina.—A. I have
been five years chairman of the board of county commissioners of Hali-
fax County, engrossing clerk of the constitutional convention in 1868,
and member of the constitutional convention in 1875, and I was in the
last election nominated as elector on the Presidential ticket, and nomi-
nated for Congress from the second district.

Q. You were nominated as a member of Congress from the second
district, and you claim to have been elected 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you are here now contesting for your seat I—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Now, Mr. O’Hara, will you give us, first, your opinion as to the
general condition of the colored people of your country, and then I will
ask you some questions ¥—A. The general condition of the people would
not be considered flourishing when compared with that of the people in
more prosperous States. In fact, the general condition of all the people,
white and black, in the cotton-fields is not very prosperous. That, I
may say, is owing to our mode of farming in that region ; for instance,
all the farmers generally require advances from the commission mer-
chants in Baltimore and New York to make their crops. The result is
that the credit system, going on from the start, keeps up from year to
year, and keeps our people poor. If we have a short crop we get very
hard-up in the fall, and there is a general complaint of a want of money
among the people; but, regardless of that, I think the condition of the
people is pretty well in that section of country, but it will not compare
gell with the condition of the same class of people in more prosperous

tates.

Q. Well, now, considering the black people as a general rule as la-
borers without land, what is their condition as a class, and what propor-
tion of freedom do they enjoy with the white laborers 2—A. They are in
equally as good a condition. If the committee will allow me, I will show
how that thing is. A great dealof this talk about the negro is erroneous,
because his condition is largely a local matter. Not long ago we had a
State fair in North Carolina held by the colored people, and in speaking
I followed Governor Jarvis, who made the opening address, and I stated
in that address that the prosperity of the colored people could not be
very well seen at that fair, while it was one of the most creditable that
had ever been held, and was acknowledged to Le such by the press of
the country. 1 mentioned one factin my own county, where the colored
people have acquired 13,000 acres of land. That statement was doubted.
One of our papers, the Roanoke News, doubted this statement of wmine,
and in order to be more certain I went to the records of the county, and

4 EX
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referred back a year. I took the records for 1878 instead of 1879, and
the record showed that the colored people of that county had 16,601
acres in fee-simple title, and in proportion that is' equally true for the
counties of Warren, Nash, and Lenoir.

Q. You mean they have launds in the same proportion in each county ?
—A. Yes, sir; in each county. I suppose it would be no exaggeration
to say that in my county, which is the pext largest negro county in the
State—Edgecombe is the largest—the colored people own there in fee-
simple title 20,000 acres of land.

Q. Which is your county ; Edgecombe ¥—A. No, sir; Halifax.

Q. And you found 16,601 acres of land owned by negroes ?—A. Yes,
8ir ; on the tax book of 1878.

Q. What do you suppose is the amountowned in Edgecombe County ?
—A. Not so wmuch, but probably there are 6,000 acres in that county
owned by negroes, for the reason that the people there hold their lands
more intact, and there are larger farms in that connty than in ours.

Q. Then I suppose the white people are better off in your opinion in
that county than in yours }—A. Yes,sir ; but I will say that the colored
people over there do not seem to want to get up and acquire real estate
like they do in our county. The people over tbere like tine horses, and
I bave known some colored men to pay $300 and 8300 for a horse and
buggy in the fall, but in our county I have always advised them to get
a small home and pay for it, no matter how small it was.

Q. What is the condition of the land in your county ¥—A. Our land
is just as good as any other in the State. It is what we call swamp
lands and river-bottom.

Q. What could an industrious colored man down there with a mule
and so forth make in a year?—A. I do not know as I could answer that
-question definitely. I will say this, that they make as much there as
their white neighbors do, and I have been more surprised to notice this
fall where white men who own land have been compelled to sell every
lock of cotton to pay their debts, when I knew several instances where
-colored men have tuken their cotton to market and broughtit back home
before they would sell it.

Q. They were not compelled to sell their cotton #—A. No, sir; they
were not compelled to sell it.

Q. And they refused to sell it at the prices offered 1—A. Yes, sir; be-
cause they did not need the money.

Q. Will youexplain whatyou know of the renting system, and whether
there is any disadvantage to the colored people in renting land over the
same disadvantages experienced by the whites *—A. There can be no
disadvantage to the colored people that will not apply to the whites of
the same class.

Q. Are there any distinctions made by the landlords in renting 1—A.
None ; except that in some places the lands are held high, and 1 attrib-
ute much of that to the eagerness of parties to make contracts. There
is no difference made by the law between white and colored people; but
I will say that we have one law in North Carolina whieh I think bears
Ladly, both to the landlord and to the tenant.

Q. What law is that ?—A. The landlord and tenant act.

Q. T wish you would explain that act.—A. It gives the landlord a
lien not only for advaunces made to the tenant to help him make the
crops and so forth, but all debtsthatthecropper makes with him whether
made before the crop or by mortgage or not.

Q. That is to him +—A. Yes, sir; but it is not necessary that this
should be in writing.
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By Mr. VOORHEES :

Q. Does it allow the landlord all debts due from the cropper, or only
such asis assigned to him in person —A. I bave never seen that ques-
ticn brought up. In all the cases that 1 have seen it has been in con-
tract matters. The law operates as bad on the white man as on the col-
ored man. In fact I have been consulted by white men as to this same
law as an attorney, and I think as to all its operations it Lears alike on
white and colored.

Q. It has been suggested here that the law operates more harshly on
the black people than on the white.—A. I do not think that that can
be true, for the land-holders are in the minority and not the majority
among the whites.

Q. Then I understand you that the laws in North Carolina are indis-
criminate in their operations —A. Yes, sir; all of them.

Q. Much has been said here before this committee about paying them
up in orders on stores. Will you please tell the committee something
about that $—A. That is explained by the system I spoke of when I be-
gan. A har land which Le rents to a tenant; the tenant desires to run
his crop ; he comes to town and must make a mortgage, either directly
with the merchant or indirectly through his landlord, to have his sup-
plies furnisbed. Of course, under the operation of the law, he must
bave the word of his landlord in order to get his supplies. If the land-
lord gives him an order to the merchant, that gives him credit, and that
is all there isin that matter. I do not believe in any of this talk about
a percentage between the merchant and the landlord. What I mean is
that A in renting his land to you and giving you an order on his mer-
chant, does not divide with him. I haveinvestigated that subject, and
I did not find that to be the case at all.

Q. I will ask you if you bave been in the legislature of North Caro-
lina ¥—A. Yes, sir; I have.

Q. Do not you know that the reason for that law, the landlord and
tenant act, was on account of the homestead exemption laws —A. Yes,
sir; I was going to state that. It was thought that a man would take
his crop and sell it, and the landlord would not get his rent, and in
trying to get out of that extreme we got over into the other.

Mr. VANCE. That is so.

The WITNESS. The matter is being talked over very generally, and I
think the white people arc complaining the most abont the operation
of that act, and that the next legislature will modify it.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. It was an act of the last leglsla.ture §—A. No, sir; I think it was
three legislatures ago. I think it has been in operation from four to six
years.

Q. And you think there is a sentiment among both the whites and
blacks to secure its repeal or a proper modification of it?—A. Yes, sir.

By Senator VANCE:

Q. Your home is in the second district ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. From which this emigration mostly takes place !—A. From which
it is said to take place principally.

Q. Will you please give to the committee your oplmon of the causes
of this emigration —A. As to the causes, I do not know only from re-
port. There is hardly a day since this matter has been mooted, or these

Q. Whatcircular?—A. Thisonereferred tointhe committee. I readit
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only thismorning. I mean these pamphlets and circulars by the Kansas
Pacific road. Since then a number of people came to me from adjoining
counties and asked me what I thought of it. To answer them, I would
always take the inducements offered to white emigrants and contrast
the two. I said, here they give you different inducements. This pam-
phlet shows a difference. Here is what they offer white people to come
there and settle, and you can do that well in North Carolina, and it is
not necessary to go out there to better yourself. They tell me they
have been offered—I have never been able to locate who offered it, but
they tell me some colored men have done it—that they would get a dol-
lar a day in Indiana, and get a suit of clothes in Washington. They
have often told me that was the inducement held out to them, as com-
ing from the government, and when I told them the government had no
hand in the matter it would drop, and I would hear no more about it.
‘We have in our immediate section had none of it, unless it has taken
place since I left, and during the last two or three days. I will state
that,until recently, emigration meetings were advertised, in which it was
stated that I would be present to make speeches. Iknew nothing of it,
and parties would say to me, “I went to so and 8o to hear you speak.
Notice was brought that you were going to speak, and why were you
not there ¥” and I would tell them that I knew nothing about it. This
movement in my State has nothiug spontaneous about it, but is induced
by a class of persons who come and tell the people they will get better
wages by going to Indiana,and that when they get there they will be well
taken care of. So far as there is a political phase to it, I know nothing.
‘When I reached Washington I was informed that there was an emigra-
tion aid society here, and theysaid that it wasformed to aid these colored
people who had been sent from Mississippi and Louisiana to Saint
Louis. There was one gentleman connected with it when it was organ-
ized, who was a vice-president, who stated that Mr. Mendenhall, who is
a clerk in one of the departments, stated at the meeting that it would be
a good idea to take the negroes from North Carolina and send them to
Indiana, as North Carolina was an accessible State from this point. He
knowing this, and being a North Carolinian himself, severed his connec-
tion with the society, and that was at the first or second meeting.

Y.Q. You mean to say that since you came here you learned that t—A."

es, Sir.

Q. I wish you to state if drawing out of their intercourse with the
Army of the Union and their subsequent connection and eduacation in
the Republican party, the negroes of the South are not more ready to-
listen to people coming among them with philanthropic pretenses from
the North than to their own people at home?—A. I judge so, as the ne-
gro is of a very sympathetic nature, and will give credence to those
who profess friendship before he will to others. He is very credulous,
and, even though deceived from time to time, will still take to a man
who tells him a good story. That is the reason why I have taken par-
ticalar paius to look after these people in the counties where I practice.

Q. State in your own way to the committee if in your opinion this
exodus ‘is caused by any principles of persecution, political or other-
wise.—A. It could not be, as we have known all that sort of thing in

- that section of the country. I did think, at one time, in the counties
bordering on South Carolina, and not colored but white counties, that
there was a little bulldozing done there, but I thought it was princi-
pally by people from South Carolina. But in the negro belt I think
there is nothing of the kind. In our counties, I think, as a rule, we
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have had all our own officers until recently the election of county com-
missioners was taken away from us.

Q. You mean under the recent amended constitution t—A. Yes, sir;
and I will state for Governor Vauce that in his message, for which he
received the condemnation of some hot-headed men of his party, he
asked the legislature not to interfere with the suffrage of the people in
any way, and for that some of them said they would go back on him in
the Senatorial contest, and in consequence of it he was a little unpopu-
lar for a time.

Q. I will ask you if the asperities and harsh feelings between the two
races have not been disappearing notably since 1876, and gradually
giving away to a better feeling 3—A. I do not know of any State in the
American Union whbere there is a better feeling between the white and
the colored people than in North Carolina. It is a very usual thing to
see on the day of election the landlord and the tenant, the employer
and the employé, going to town in the same buggy and voting different
ways. I have even wondered why it was that the employer could in-
fluence his tenant or employé on every other subject except voting. I
think I ought to say with regard to Captain Wall’s testimony, as it will
all come before the House in due time, that in my defeat, or rather my
being counted out, the Republicans had more to do with it than the
Democrats, and I say that the colored Republicans of the South have
more to fear from the white Republicans than from the Democrats.
And there is always a combination between the white Republicans
against any intelligent colored Republican who seeks to aspire to office.

Q. You mean that they want to keep all the offices I—A. Yes, sir;
and when we say to them that they must dw:de, they say, hold on ; and
when we fight them they count us out. Now, in my own countv the
Republicans had the appointment of commissioners, and because I op-
posed a certain white man who ran for sheriff his friends made a com-
bination and counted me out. That was the reason why Mr. Kitchen
went on his bond, and the result was to give us a Democratic sheriff on
the Republican ticket and to count me out in consequence of this com-
bination.

Q. You are a man of intelligence and reading and have information
outside of your own locality, and I wish you to state what is the condi-
tion of the colored man as a laborer and with reference to some classes
of laborers that are not, that is to say, unskilled laborers in the United
States 7—A. [t is a good condition; in fact they are in a better condition
in North Carolina than in any other State in the Union, from the fact
for the next ten years at least they will not be thrown into contact with
the Irish and German laborers, and will not bave competition with that
character of labor. A tendency with the white people generally is,when
they require money to live and farm, to go to the towns and cities, not
that there is no contest or antagonism between the white and colored
people, but because the white man prefers to live off of the farm.

Q. Then you think there will be no trouble and ought not to be with
the negro laborers in the South until that class of white labor comes?—
A. Yes, sir; but I think it will not come, at least to that section, as that
land is affected with miasma, and the white people are subject to it
while the negro is not.

Q. What kind of land is it ¥—A. It is our very best land in North
Carolina, that properly drained, and it is desirable for them to own that
land and cultivate it, becanse of the impoverished condition generally
of the colored men of the State, and I know men there who have land
which cost them $10 an acre, and yet colored men have taken it out at
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$5 an acre. The way the colored man treats his land is this: he will buy
it, and the first year he will cut down a few trees and make a small
crop; the next year he will cut down more trees, dig a little ditch, and
go on this way for four or five years; afterwards, when you would know
how the property is which he has taken, he cannot tell you himself how
he happens to bring tbe land up, but at any rate he has doue so, and it
cost him nothing except his labor, and so they prosper notwithstanding
that wages are frequently low; they were last year, because the cotton
crop was bad and short.

Q. And we bad very destructive floods 3—A. Yes, sir, very; and
last year we had droughts also, so that the crops were very short, and
that caused labor to be very low; and, because of the feeling that exists
between the people in that State, I will relate this, that a few Satar-
days ago tlie people living in that section of the county called Scotland
Neck held an agricultural meeting. White people and black people
met together and had a talk about this subject. Richard H. Smith, a
white man and leader there, spoke, and I spoke too, and the result of
the meeting was that they thought on account of the increase of the
price of cotton they ought to increase the wages of the hands, and
they did so. As another remarkable fact connected with this, I will
state that there are some colored people who hire laborers in that sec-
tion and are interested in the price of labor. These whites they have
property, and bave to have labor to assist them in cultivating it, and
naturally they want the labor cheap.

Q. State the condition of the education for children in North Caro-
lina ¥—A. The condition of the children in North Carolina according to
our system at present is poor. I mean poor as to all classes; in our law
there can be no discrimination. Eight and one-third per cent. of the
property-tax and seventy-five per cent. of the poli-tax, I think, is used
for school purposes, each class getting its pro rata share, and if it had not
been for some oversight in the last legislation, an omission to sign the
bill, 1 think we would bhave had a very good system of public schools in
the State. Of course education is not there for the poor classes as it is in
the District of Columbia, where you have large taxes and have a Federal
Government to supply it, and in large cities like New York, but I think
it will compare favorable with that in any rural district in any section
of the country. 1 read the report of the Commissioner of Education and
see that the schools in the interior of nearly all the States in the rural
districts are as nothing compared with the schools in the towus and
cities, and I think ours will compare about as favorably as any. We
need, however, a great deal of improvement yet, and I think it will come
gradually.

Q. Have you seen the last report of the superintendent of education ?
—A. I have not.

Q. Do you know that the number of children attending school in
North Carolina is increasing from year to year?—A. Yes, sir; I know
they are increasing from year to year. I think, bowever, we have made
one mistake. I think we have made a sad mistake in the employing
of cheap teachers. Our people seem to have got the idea into their
heads that 820 a month is paying enough for a teacher, and the result
is you cannot get first-class teachers. First-class teachers will not work
for such a price as that; but wherever they ofter $20 for teachers, they
pay the same to white teachers and black teachers alike. I know a case
in point: My wife holds a first-class certificate; she receives $20 a
month, and teaches a colored school. The daughter of Col. David C.
Clark, one of the leading white gentlemen of the city, also holds a first-
class certificate; and she teaches a white school at $20 a month.

A
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By Mr. VANCE:

Q. This is done in order to inake the money spread over as much time
as possible’—A. Yes, sir; but there is another result. The best teachers
will not remain in such places, but will go where they can be better
paid. Only the poorer class of teachers and persons living there, who
are not compelled to rely on their teaching for a support—only persons
so situated will teach.

Q. Has not your State appropriated money for the establishment of a
normal school for the education of teachers!—A. We had a normal
school at one time. It was at fizst only temporary, but I think our leg-
islature has made it permanent. As we advance and get a little more
money we will have more schools of all kinds.

Q. Has not the State also provided asylums for the nnfortunate of
your race }—A. Yes, sir; the same facilities are offered the black and
white alike in that respect. We have a deaf and dumb school for
the colored people, under the same rules and government as that for
white people; they are taught, fed, and clothed ander the same system
as the whites. In fact, it is not very long ago since I went through both
institutions—the one on one side of our city, the other on the other.
They have the same kind of provision, meats, vegetables, and fruits;
the same hedding and furniture, carpets, pianos, &c., all the same in
both institntions, without any discrimination at all.

Q. What provision has been made for the insane I—A. Owingto the
crowded condition of our present insane asylum, it has been found nec-
essary to build two others; one for the whites at Morgantown, and one
at Greensboro’, in what is called the ¢ negrobelt,” exciusively for colored
people—an institution that will compare favorably with institutions of
the same kind in any part of that country; as good as the one they are
building for the whites at Morgantown.

Q. It is not a8 large¥—A. No, it is not as large ; it is not necessary
that it should be as large, because our percentage of insane is not as
large a8 it is among whites ; and the negro population is only oue-third
that of the whites.

Q. State, if you know, what is the character, as a general rule, of the
men who are leaving your State 1—A. As I said before, I cannot find
that any of the colored men who have any great desire to acquire a
home are leaving. ‘

Q. Are your most industrious colored men leaving there!—A. Not
that I can discover ; so far as I can learn, it is just the floating population
that are leaving. In theinterior, in the county of Greene, I do not know
how it is about this class of people ; but I think that in the other coun-
ties it is just the floating class who are leaving.

Q. Do you think they are leaving from a voluntary desire to leave, or
because efforts are being made and inducements held out for them to
leave 1—A. I think that if they were let alone they would remain there ;
I do not think that they are leaving for the same cause that people leave
Germany, Ireland, Scotland, England, &c.; I do not think they would
leave but for the agents that are going around through the country
making glowing representations and distribating highly-wrought de-
scriptive circulars, telling how easily houses and lands can be obtained
in the North. Of course the laborers, after reading these pamphlets show-
ing what can be done, and lhow cheaply they can get to these places,
and what provision will be made for them after they reach there, will
go; bat they do not leave from a voluntary desire to leave at all.

Q. Do you know of any migration of colored people at all outside of
your district ¥—A. I do not know of iny own knowledge ; I have heard,
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however, that some were leaving the county of Nash—that is outside of
my district ; it is the adjoining county to me; only the railroad divides
it from the county of Edgecombe. A person not knowing just how our
districts are divided might think it was in my district, but it is in the
Raleigh district—the fourth district. I hear that along the line of the
railway a few have left from Duplin and Sampson Counties ; they are
in the third district. The bulk of the migration has been from the coun-
ties of Lenoir, Jones, Craven, and Greene, which are in my district.
There has also been some from the county of Wayne.

Q. Do you know of any migration from that region to Florida?—A. I
have seen something about that in the newspapers, and I think I can
explain to you how that is. It has been for years—for ten years to my
own knowledge—the fact that in the spring of the year three or four
hundred colored men would go down to what i3 called the turpentine
country ; they go down every spring and return every fall. They go
down there to work, leaving their families in North Carolina. They
bave gone again this year, as has been a yearly occurrence for eight or ten
years past. I do not know of any emigration from North Carolina to
Florida outside of that. Before I left home I saw two car-loads of these
colored people passing throngh my place going to the turpentine
country.

Q. You said a while ago that there were 20,000 acres of land in your
county owned by colored people; please state among how many or
about how many persons this land is divided ; is it distributed among a
pretty large number of small holders, or in what way 1—A. I avoided
taking into consideration the small lots—half-acre lots, &c. The farms
will run from 20 or 25 acres up to 300 or 400. There is one thing peca-
liar about this matter; when a colored man possesses land you cannot
get him after he has paid for it to mortgage it; he will mortgage any-
thing else in the world ; he will cling to it under all circumnstances.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. They are anxious to retain the advantage of the homestead 1—A.
A Great many of them are beyond the homestead law. Just a few days
before I left home a couple of fellows came to me, who were trying to
protect their homesteads. I told them that they would have to pay up,
for they had more than the homestead law allowed them.

Q. You bave spoken mostly of your district or section of country ;
what knowledge have you of the condition of the colored men in other
parts of the State, relative to holding property —A. I have pretty much
the same knowledge; I have traveled through the State considerably,
and have had communication with white and colored people in all parts
of the State ; I have conversed as freely with Republicans as with Dem-
ocrats, and bave had the same facilities as anybody, regardless of any
race prejudice; I find that they make no distinction at all. I have the
same information from all over the State as from that particular locality;
I know that what I havesaid about my own district will hold good pretty
much the whole State over. '

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Where were you born #—A. In New York.

Q. How long have you lived in the South —A. Since about 1862 ; I
went to North Carolina in the fall of 1862, when I was about eighteen
years old.

Q. Did you come there in the service ?—A. No, sir, merely on a pleas-
ure trip, with some ¢ missionaries” that came from New York. After

A
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reaching North Carolina I engaged in teaching school; Iliked the place
very well, and so remained there, and have been there ever since. All
I bave got, and all the associations I have, are there. I now consider
it my home, and have for seventeen years. o

Q. Do you feel that you have suffered in your association with the
white people, on account of any race prejudice?—A. Well, no more than
the prejudice growing out of the peculiar institution of the government
as to the two classes of people; no more than 1 probably would have
soffered anywhere else. There is, of course, a feeling of prejudice, such
as one would naturally feel and expect.

Q. Would you not encounter that in New York #—A. I would en-
counter it in New York more than in North Carolina.

Q. Are the colored people in North Carolina excluded from places of
public amusement, for instance?—A. I do not know, because we have
very few places of public amusement in North Carolina; we have no
theaters in my vicinity ; I know thiy, that colored people do go to thea-
ters; I have gone to theaters in Raleigh, frequently; and I have seen
no exclusion on account of color. I suppose if a colored man should
attempt to take a principal seat in a theater in North Carolina he would
have the same difficulty as in New York.

Q. The reason I speak of it is because I see by the papers that a col-
ored man in New York has bronght suit for being excluded from a thea-
ter!—A. So far as my experience and observation goes, a colored man
suffers from such things no more in North Carolina than anywhere else.
These are matters that are, and must be, regulated purely by prejudice
and feeling, and that the law cannotregulate; I think it is not the prov-
ince of the law to interfere.

Q. Are you a planter yourselff—A. No, sir; I practice law.

Q. The two things go together in the South sometimes ?—A. My ex-
perience is that when a lawyer attempts to farm, it take his law prac-
tice to run his farm,

Q. You are a practicing lawyer ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You gain your living by that profession ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you fiud the question of race any obstacle to your receiving
fair treatment in the courts {—A. No, sir, none whatever; I would not
tolerate any, and I see no disposition to show any; the law gives e
the same privileges as it. does any member of the bar.

Q. And that is freely accorded ?—A. Yes, sir; I could give an illus-
tration ; once I had the misfortune to fly off the handle with a brother
practitioner, and both of us were placed in contempt; and every mem-
ber of the Lar said as much in my favor as in favor of the other party.

Q. I think it may be just to state in this connection that one of the
thiugs which some of the people complain of, one of the reasons which
causes your colored people to leave, is that they are not placed on ju-
ries!—A. That may be so in a few counties; but as a rule it is not so.
No such distinction can be made under the law, because our law requires
that the commissioners shall, at certain times, draw from the jury box
tbe names of persons of good moral character, without distinction of
color, to serve as jurors.

Q. Is it not the rule, in all States and countries, so far as you know,
that it is the better class of persons who are selected to go on juries —
A. Generally so. As a rule, persons who have the most at stake in a
community, the most responsible persons, are selected as jurors.
~ Q. T understood you to say that that class of people are not emigrat-
Ing from your State?—A. No, sir; they are not emigrating at all. I
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will not go so far as that: there may be some such, but they have not
fallen under my observation.

Q. Have you any observation of the facility with which a colored man
would get on to a jury in Indiana$—A. I do not know anything at all
about that; but I can tell you what I have found—I am not speaking
of the practical part of the thing, whatever the theory may be—but in
nine cases out of ten, if a colored man is put on trial, be don’t care about
having negroes ou the jury if he can get rid of it. I do not know what
theories these gentlemen may draw from it, but I find this to be the
fact.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. What objection have the colored men to having other colored men
on the jury !—A. They feel that they are more easily swayed ; if they
can get a white man on the jury who is friendly to them, they know that
it will take a great deal more evidence to sway him thau it would a
colored man. They think that a colored man is not tenacious enough
in holding on to a previous opinion. When arguments are presented,
or appeals to his feelings, or in case of a tie, he is more easy to give
over.

Q. Then they are rather prejudiced against their own race for
jurors ?—A. As a rule, I should say they are, in the circuit in which I
practice.

Q. Is it to accommodate that prejudice that they are not allowed on
juries so frequently as white men ¥—A. You misunderstand e, Sena-
tor; I did not say they were not * allowed ” on juries so frequently as
white men ; under the law there is no distinction.

Q. Well, then, in practice how is it ?—A. In practice a distinction is
made.

Q. You have a majority of colored men in your county f—A. We
have.

Q. Do you have a majority of colored men on your juries there I—A.
I do not know that we have; that comes a good deal as it may happen.
I have seen, in a case where all the litigants were white, nine colored
men on the jury.

Q. Do whites like to have colored men on the jury when their cases
are on trial I—A. Well, as to that I really do not know ; if he can get
one of his own employés on a jury, he would rather have him than a
white man.

Q. What proportion of colored men are generally on the juries there ?
—A. I do not know.

Q. What would be your judgment?—A. Generally, I should say,
about one-third or one-half; somewhere along there. I know this, the
law is, so far as the grand jury is concerned, no true bill can be found
without the conseut of a colored man; that is, there must be at least
oue colored wan on the grand jury who consents to the finding of the
bill. I have never known a grand jury in my own county, or Edge-
combe, or Warren, to consist of twelve white men—no grand jury of
eighteen.

Q. What is the proportion of colored men to white men in your
county —A. About two and a half to one.

Q. And they constitute from one-third to one-half the jury !—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. How are they appointed #—A. By drawing out of a jury-box; in
making out the jury list they place in the box only the names of such
persons as have paid their taxes the preceding year.



NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES. 59

Q. Then there is a tax-law that serves to reduce the proportion of col-
ored men on the jury!—A. I dou’t know that it affects them any more
than it does the whites.

Q. Then why do you give that as a reason why, in a county where
there are two and a half colored men to one white man, there are but
trom one-third to one-half colored men on the jury 1I—A. I did not give
that as a reason ; I merely mentioned it as a fact.

Q. You are giving it as one of the reasous, are you not —A. No, sir.

Q. Then what is the reason 1—A. I will say this: If I had no preju-
dice, and if I should draw the jury out of all the names in the box in
precisely the same way, the jury would be apt to consist of more white
men than colored men. Take a child, and let him draw from the box;
A’s name is drawn, for instance; the question is now asked, not whether
he is a white man or a black man, but is he competent for a juryman ?
Is be a man of good moral character? There is this fact to be taken
into consideration : owing to the ignorance of the colored men generally,
you will have to pick over a larger number of names of colored men
than you will of white men to find persons with the requisite moral
character for jurors.

Q. Then the tax-law has nothing to do with it?—A. It can not have,
for it applies to black and white alike.

Q. Is not a larger proportion of the whites than of the blacks able to
pay taxes ’—A. No, sir.

Q. Do not the whites own more property than the blacks 3—A. That
may be. I think they do.

Q. Then are not the whites better able to pay taxes than the colored
people are '—A. No, sir.

Q. Why not? I should like to have you explain that.—A. Because,
owing to our peculiar system of agricnlture, we are all pretty poor; so
wllllen the tax-gatherer comes along one is about as able to pay as the
other.

Mr. VANCE. In proportion to the amount of the tax in each case 1—
A. Yes, sir; I thought that was taken into consideration.

By Mr. WiNDOM:

Q. How is it in the other counties of the State t¥—A. I speak only of
the connties I have been over,

Q. You say there is a poll-tax, of which 73 per cent. goes to the sup-
port of the schools 7—A, Yes, sir; and the rest to the poor.

Q. Is there any other tax for schools ?—A. Yes, sir; 84 per cent. on
all property. Under our constitution, our taxes are limited, for all pur-
poses, to an amount not exceeding 66§ cents on $100.

Q. You have separate schools for white and black !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any schools for both ?—A. No, sir.

Q. During what proportion of time in each year are the schools now
kept #—A. About four months in the year ; sometimes longer. Thelaw
provides also that whewr there is not money enough to support the
schools for tour months in the year, a tax shall be levied to support
them; but it requires that first the levying of such tax shall be put toa
vote of the voters of the township; so if there is not four months
school in any township it i8 because the voters do not tax themselves.

Q. Is that tax on property !'—A. Yes, sir; it is purely a property tax.

Q. You said that the colored men had more to fear from white Repub-
lcans than from white Dewocrats; what did you mean by that?1—A,
I said, ‘iutelligent colored men”; men who desire to hold office and
to become popular, have more to fear from white Republicans than from
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white Democrats. For if you attempt to interfere and get ahead, these
white Repubhcans will say: ¢ Hold on! you will prejudice us; that
won’t do!” It is the same way, I presume here in Washington ; it you
want a negro appointed to any positiou there is a great deal of diffi-
culty; if it is a white man you want appointed, you can get him without
any great opposition.

Q. What is the proportion of colored and white population in the
State of North Carolina ?—A. I should say, about one-third black to
two-thirds white; we reason it out in that way, on general principles.

Q. What proportlon of the Republicans there are white ¥ —A. About
one-third.

Q. You mean the white Republicans cast about one-third the party
vote?—A. Yes, sir; that is what I mean; that would be the maximum.

Q. And what you mean by the colored men having more to fear from
the white Republicans than from the Democrats is, that the white one-
third of the Republican party will demand too many of the offices, and
give trouble, and split the party ¥—A. Yes, sir; they will form any kind
of combination that may be necessary.

Q. You mean with Democrats?—A. Yes, sir, or with Republicaus.

Q. You have nothing to fear in the way of persecution from the white
Republicans 1—A. O, no, sir.

Q. You refer only to the internal management of the partv 1—A. Yes,
gir; we have no fear of any persecution.

é Was your competitor—your Republican competitor, I mean—white
orhblack?—A There were two of them; one was colored and one was
white

Q. How was the vote divided between you and the other Republican
candidates?—A. I don’t know how much Mr. Thorne’s vote was; Mr.
Harris’s was only about 3,000.

Q. What was the Democratic vote —A. Captain Hitchin’s majority
over me was 1,022, I believe, as counted.

Q. Do you kuow anything about the colored people ¢ bulldozing” each
gi_:hgr in North Carolina #—A. No, sir; I do not know anything of that

ind.

Q. You say that the laws of that State do not discriminate, as between
the colored and the white ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is there any discrimination in the execution of those laws !—A.,
None that I know of. There is this, however: the same discrimination
is used there that is used everywhere; for instance, in the courts, it is
-well known that & poor man, or an ignorant man, in any community, is
at a disadvantage. For instance, it he brings a suit he may be unable
to give bonds or to employ the best legal talent; he is under some dis-
advantages—necessarily so—from these peculiar circumstances. That
is about the only inconvenience that colored men suffer from in North
Carolina ; and that is applicable to poor men and ignorant men the
country over.

Q. There is no discrimination in the executlon of the laws, either in
regard to serving on juries or in the securing of rights in the courts !—A.
None whatever.

Q. Are white men punished for crimes against colored men the same
as colored men are for crimes against white men?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Iam trying to find the paradise for the negro, and I think I have
found it at last. There is no race prejudice at all down there ?—A.
There is the same race prejudice that there is between white men and
colored men everywhere, but to a less extent than in some Northern
States.
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Q. How is it shown to a less extent than in the Northern States?—
A. In a social point of view. For instance, in the North you will seldom
see a white man and a colored man eating together ; in the South it is
nothing unusual to see that. It is nothing unusual in the South to see
a white man driving in a buggy and his servant sitting beside him ; it is
unusaal to see that in the North. That is owing to the peculiar circum-
stances of the two races. The Southern man knows the negro, the
Northern man does not.

Q. Have you been in the North within the last six or eight years?—
Yes, sir.

Q,. Have you met with any trouble in the North1—A. I have not; I
have avoided that. A colored man when traveling will avoid placing
bhimself in positions where there is any likelihood of his getting into
trouble. A colored man traveling with his wife will go by a good
many places.

Q. Have you ever suffered any political persecntion in the North —
A. O, no, sir. '

Q. Colored men vote freely wherever they want to 1—A. Yes, sir;
they vote freely in my State.

Q. Did you ever hear of any political persecution in your State!—A.
I said, I think, in my direct examination this morning, that at one time
during the reign of the ku-klux on the border of South Carolina we
had some bulldozing, but that was not in colored counties; we have
had no ku-klux in the negro portion of North Carolina at all.

Mr. VANCE. I will say of the ku-klux and their operations—which is
a matter that has all gone by—that they were not directed against the
blacks particularly, but against blacks and whites indiscriminately.

By Mr. WinDoM:

Q. Did you ever hear of any ku-klux anywhere else than in North
Carolina ¥—A. I have read of them in the papers.

Q. Did you ever hear of them in South Carolina ¥—A. 1 do not pro-
pose to speak of South Carolina.

Q. You will speak of whatever we ask you, sir—A. Pardon me, I
meant of my own knowledge.

Q. You have heard of them in South Carolina ¥—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. Did they not extend into North Carolina?—A. No, sir; only into
the border of the State, next to North Carolina, as I said.

Q. In what part of the State are these counties of which you speak—
the county in which you live and those adjacent ?—A. In the northeast
portion, in what we call Eastern North Carolina.

Q. It there bas been no political proscription in North Carolina, what
do you suppose Governor Vance meant by advising the ku-klux to in-
terfere as little as possible with the franchise; was it necessary to inter-
fere just a little ?

In answer the witness explained, and afterward Governor Vance ex-
plained more fully, that this advice had no reference to ku-klux out-
rares against Republicans or to any interference with the ballot-box or
with voters. Under the constitution of 1868 townships elected their
magistrates. 1n 1875 the constitution was amended. In this amended
constitution the clause bearing upon this subject was not changed, but a
section was added, that the legislature might change the mede of electing
magistrates and return to the old mode in practice prior to the war of
having them appointed by the clerk of the supreme court. Governor
Vance, in his message on the 1st of January, 1877, referring to this,
urged the legislature to allow the people of the townships to elect their
own magistrates—to interfere with the franchise as little as possible.
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Q. If that was all that Governor Vance meant. why did the hotheads
of the Demaocratic party feel offended with him, as you said¥—A. There
was quite an excitement in the Senatorial contest as between him and
Judge Merrimon; and the Merrimon men thought it was a good chance
to get up a point against Governor Vaunce, and published through the
State that he was catering to the negro element, and said a few words
against him. The only cause of it was simply the fight between him
and Judge Merrimon.

Q. Must not a considerable portion of the white people of North Car-
olina have believed in interfering, or they could not have made capital
against Governor Vance by representing that he was opposed to inter-
fering with the franchise 2—A. I don’t see how that could affect the black
people particularly, because it operated equally on every man in the
State.

Q. You say Governor Vance’s enemies wmade capital against him,
charging that he urged as little interference as possible with the col-
ored vote?!—A. You mistake, Senator. He did not say, with ¢ the col-
ored vote,” but with ¢ the right of suffrage.”

Q. Do you not think there must have been a sentiment in the State,
somewhere or other, to which they could appeal, else they would not
have quoted it against him #—A. They were unsuccessful, I am happy
to say, as you see by the fact that he is here.

Q. They were mistaken ?—A. Yes, sir; they were entirely mis-
taken.

Q. It is true that they did not succeed in beating Governor Vance ;
but those people who used this expression for the purpose of making
political capital against him must have thought that there was such a
sentiment in existence or they would not have used it?—A. We
had been agitating for a long time the question of going back to the
county government that we had prior to the war, and they thought
that a good chance to make prejudice against Governor Vance and
at the same time get back to the old system of county government.

Mr. VANCE. The proposition to amend the constitution allowed the
legislature to permit a county form of government if they thought
proper, and embraced the power to give the legislature the appoint-
ment of the magistracy, and the election by the magistracy of all the
county officers 80 as to take the right of voting away from the people
if they thought proper, and the allusion in my message was to advise
them to interfere with the election of county officers as little as pos-
sible. What I said was equally applicable to all withoat regard to
politics or color. The. county government, in old times, was fixed;
now it is entirely in the discretion of the legislature.

By Mr. WINDOM

Q. Were these hotheads, who you say took advantage of this ex-
pression in Governor Vance’s message to make political capital against
him, or to attempt to do so, were they opposed to white people vot-
ing?7—A. As much so as they were to colored people voting.

Q. On what grounds?—A. I cannot say on what grounds; but it
must have been 8o, because it applied just as much to white people as
to colored people; as much to the western part of the State, inhab-
ited almost entirely by white people, as to the central portion, what
is called the Piedmont section, where there are a very few white
people. .

Q. The poor whites are largely Republican, are they not —A. I
aever found that to be true.

Al
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A. Is it not true of the white farmers in the mountain districts 2—A.
I have always regarded the politics of the white farmers in Western
North Carolina, in the mountain districts, as floating capital ; which-
ever party will give the greatest advantages they will generally vote
for; whicbever offers them the most inducements will get their votes.

Q. They were men of strong Union sentiments during the war ?—A.
Generally so. ’

Q. You say you think the farmers of North Carolina are as pros-
perous as those of any part of the country, or more so?—A. I said
equally so.

Q. How do those fariners get along who have no law practice to sup-
port them *—A. About the same as farmers generally.

Q. bid you not gay that experience had shown that a man could not
carry on a farm in North Carolina unless he had a law practice to sup-
portit!—A. No; I said that when a lawyer attempted to carry on a
farm, his experience was that it took his practice to support his farm.
I meant by that, that if he had any practice at all, he would bave to
attend to it, and must, therefore, neglect his farm, when he ought to
be at work upon his farm ; he would be called away to the courts, and
to his office, just at the timne, perhaps, when farin work was most press-
ing, bat it would have to be left undone, and farming cannot be made
4 success in that way.

Q. Abont how many emigrants have left North Carolina, do you esti-
mate, during the past year —A. I should say, without pretending to be
exact, that there have been probably 2,500 or 3,000, including men,
women, and children.

Q. Within what time has that migration taken place !—A. Mostly
within the past six months.

Q. From what counties has this ewmigration principally been 1—A.
Mostly from Greene, Lenoir, Wayne, and Jones.

Q. What do the emigrants allege as the cause +—A. The cause they
bave told 1re is that they could have better wages in Indiana and Kan-
a8, better chances of living, and better educational facilities than in
North Carolina.

Q. Have you beard of any political reasons ¥—A. None until since I
came here.

Q. By whom, since you came here, have you been told that there
!'el;i political reasons for this migration —A. By a man named Otey —
C. M. Otey.

Q. What political reasons did he give you!—A. He did not give me
any ; bhe told me what reason he had heard given by another man.

Q. What other man ?—A. A gentleman named Mendenhall,

Q. Where does Mr. Otey live1—A. At present in this city.

Q. How many men have you heard of inducing this emigration from
North Carolina ¥—A. I have heard of several ; perhaps half a dozen or
more,

“Q. Give their names, please.—A. I do not know that I can name them
all,

Q. Give the names of some of them.—A. I have heard that Mr. Duke-
bart, for instance, was one of them.

Q. Who else *—A. Taylor Evaos.

Q. Is Taylor Evans a white or a black man !—A. He is a black man.

Q. Can you name any other person that you know of—A. I do not
know of any other. :

Q. Were there any others?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Wby ecan you not name them ?—A. Because in many cases the
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names were not given to me. A colored man would come to me and
say, ‘* Mr. ()’Hara, a man has been around through our section talking
thus and so; what do you say about it!” Perhaps Le might tell me
the man’s name, and I might forget it; perhaps he might not know the
man’s name himself.

Q. Were they your own people—colored people —A. Generally so;
the colored men would come to me and say, I heard a colored man, a
stranger to me, talking so and so”; or, ‘ they had a little meeting at
such a place the other night, and a man made a speech in which be said
80 and so.”

Q. Were you ever at any of those meetings ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you hear a report of the speeches!—A. Yes, sir; I bave heard
them reported by many.

Q. But you never heard anything said down there about any political
motives —A. No, sir; the first person to assngn a political motive is
the one heard of here—Mr. Mendenhall.

By Mr. BLAIR :

Q. What wages will a colored laborer receive per month in North
Carolina ¥—A. From $6 to $10 per month ; sometimes $12.

Q. And board bimself '—A. No, not board himself; our rule is mostly
payment with rations.

Q. A monthly payment of frsm $6 to $10, with rations?—A. Yes, sir;
and a cabin, besides, generally, a small piece of land for a garden.

Q. What are the daily wages in cases where the colored laborer
works and receives pay for his work at the close of the day in money ;
are there any such cases I—A. O, yes, sir; in the cotton chopping sea-
son, for instance.

Q. I mean the average—not when wages are especially high 7—A. I
was compelled, when I was burned out in April, to employ some labor,
and I then paid from 35 to 50 cents a day.

Q. Would that be about the average of wages per day ?—A. That is
what was told me.

Q. What was the work you had for them to do !—A. I had them cut
down some trees, and clear away the débris from the place where I bhad
been barned out.

Q. Ordinary rough, heavy work I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were going to speak of the employment of men at some other
work, at which wages were a little better; when was that ?—A. During
the cotton chopping season wages are 75 aud 30 cents a day.

Q. What do you mean by the ¢ cotton chopping season"?—A. After
cotton is planted and comes up, it always comes up too thickly, and it
is necessary to go over it with a hoe and cut out the surplus plants,
leaving only enough to thrive,

Q. Do you know what the wages of laborers are throughout the
North ¢—A. No, sir; but I know this, that the same class of uuskilled
laborers would not bave averaged more than $10 or £12 per mouth.

Q. Are you aware that negro labor, which gets 25 and 30 cents a day
in North Carolina, gets twice as much there as in the North !—A. I do
not know that it does.

Q. Do you know that that has been pretty geuerally stated to these
colored people I—A. No, sir; I have heard of it.

Q. You do not know that it is a fact I—A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. I understand you to disclaim that there is any political influence
at work in this exodus movement of North Carolina #—A. No, sir; 1
have not.

Al
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Q. Did you bave any information to give your colored friends as to
wages in the North 2—A. Ouly as I bave heard and learned of thew.

Q. What have yvou told them that a colored man, who could get 50
cents in Noith Carolina, could get in New York !—.\. I have given thens
no information on that subject.

Q. Was it not the tirst thing that one of these colored men, of the
class you represent, wouald ask wien he came to you for information ¥
Didu't they thiuk they could get higher wages, and save mouey enough,
in a short time, to l)ll\ them t(um 7—A. Yes, sir; a great many did.

Q. Yousay u great many expected to get farms. Did they expect to
get them withoit money !—aA. [ think scme of them did,

Q. You do not think that they are a race of tools, do you?! You are
a pretty good illustration, yourself, that they are not !—.\. No, sir.

Q. You think they bave a good deal of mother wit, do you not ’—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Well, Mr. O’Hara, if you are a fair vepresentative of their interests,
you will get their votes '—.\. Yes, sir: though sometimes their votes ara
bought from them.

Q. Dou’t you think that they can look out for number one about as
well a8 average native Americans —.X. Yes, sir.

Q. And the main portion ot them are pretty sharp 3—A. les, sir.

Q. You say they expected to get a dollar and a dollar and a halt a day
in Kansas and Indiana '—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, was this expectation of buying a farm—didu’t they expect to
get it by earning the money, the same as they would have to do iu the
South !—A. Yes, sir; that is correct. But you do not seem to get my
idea about their situatiou.

Q. I thiuk I do; and you will pardon me if I examine you after my
own fashion. Xou wanted to keep the colored voters at howe, didun’s
you, where you need them yourselt ’—.A. I do not so desire for the pur-
pose you refer to.

Q. You are a colored politician, are you not A Yes, sir.

Q. And you are quite a8 smart as the white ones geunerally +—A. Well,
sir, I do not know as to that. [ thought I was called here to answer
questions, and not to argue them. Bat if you desire, Senator, to argue
them with me, 1 shall try to accommodate you.

Q. You are a carpet-bagger, are you not 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A colored carpet-bagger from New York to North Carolina !—.\.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did you teach school dowu there ’—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. And you are now a leading lawyer there I—.A\. 1 dou’t know as to
how far I am a leading lawyer.

Q. You came here to Washiugtou as a contestaut for "a seat from
North Carolina in the House ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the jury to pass upon the case is composed of white men !—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Aud wostly Democrats !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think your testimouy is in the line of the general fecling
of the colored people of North Carolina !—A. Yes, »ir; I think it is.

Q. I do vot ask you now, Mr. O'Hara, if it is a fact; but, I say, do
you think you are talking the general views of the colored people of
North Curolina t—A. I think I do, Senator. I think,in fact, [ do repre-
sent their views,

Q. I want to ask you for the state of wind of these people who go
Notth. Do you thiuk that this movewent arises from a settled state of
mind ou their part !—A. No, sir; I do not.

3 EX
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The CHAIRMAN. You asked, Senator Blair, for a state of miund, and I
desire to have the witness answer without you doubling questions on
him,

" The WirNESS. You may double the questions as much as you please,
but I only ask you to allow me to apswer them when you do.

Senator BLALR. 1 do not thini the wWitness neeils protection.

The CHAIRMAN. It is an imputation which you have just cast in your
previous (1estions upou the motives of this wituess in testifying bafore
this committee that he was a carpet-bagger and a negro from the North
who was trying a contested clection case against a white man before a
white jury composed of Democrats.

The WirNess. 1 understand fully the imputation, that I was bringing
testimony here before this committee in order to affect my case in Con-

ress.

g Sevator BLAIR. Then 1 say distinetly that [ cast no such imputation
-upon your motives; I do not want to be so understood. And now let
us resume this examination.

Q. (By Mr. BLAIR.) Do you not lock at this matter from a different
standpoint from those colored men who ave emigrating to the North 1—
A. No, sir; 1 do not think so. ~

Q. Do you know the motive of these men who go to the North *—A.
I think 1 do.

Q. Will you state what motive or those motives may be.—A. The
principal motive, so far as 1 know, is that they will get larger wages
when they get to Indiana; that they will receive a bonus from the gov-
ernment ; and that they will get fuller protection in their property and
rights when they get there. My reason for stating these grounds is,
quite a number bave becn to me at my oftice to ask what the govern-
ment was going to do for them. They stated that they had been in-
formed that they were to receive new clothing when they got here to
Washington, and were to receive $1.50 a day for their labor in Indiana;
and I have invariably stated to them that the government could do
nothing for them. I bave stated that Congress will not and ought not
to give them anything, 1 am one ot those who think the American
negro ought to be left to work out his own destiny, and that he has
been a foundling and a ward too long already. .\t the same time, I be-
lieve that no man ought to bo made discontented in his condition sim -
ply in order that he may be cheated out of that which he has.

Q. And you claim, it I understand you, that false representatious are
made to these people '—A. So far as the governwment aiding them with
lands aud giving them clothes, they certainly have had false reprosenta-
tions made to them.

Q. Now, what do you know of the influence of that statement upon
these men 2—A. 1 suppose it bad an infirence and a favorable one, be-
cause they acted upon it. Had they not given credence to the reports
they would not have gone, I suppose.

Q. What man who went out in connection with the exodus to the
West has ever told you why he had gone *—A. I saw several who said
they were going there because of these statements.

Q. But you informed them properly at the time, did you not ?—A. I
do not remember, s8ir; 1 generally do. I have seen large numbers of
these negroes in transitu.

Q. Have you knownu any of those that went out to come backt—A.
Yes, sir; but 1 have not been down in that section of the country
where they went from much of late; in fact it is not yet time for many
of them to get back.
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Q. That was about six months ago, wasn't it, Mr. O’'Hara ¥—A. I be-
:ieve about it.

Q. It was six months ago, was it not, Mr. O’Hara, when this exodus
first begun 7—A. I believe it was.

YQ. ¥0u have known all the time that these things were frue $—A.
es, 8ir.

Q. Aund that these statements that you say were false and were mis-
;eﬁresentations had been circulated among these people?—A. I think
ave. .

Q. And you have contradicted them pretty generally }—A. Yes, sir,
so far as the government provisions were concerned, and as to what
they would receive when they got there, but not as to the wages, for I
did not know much about them. I have done this, however, with refer-
ence to that: I have shown them from the published reports that laborers
did not get a dollar and a half a day. The wages paid about the towns
and cities and by corporations might sometimmes be higher than that
paid to the average laborer for day work, but in that case I suppose it
i8 like it is everywhere else—the men are paid more than on the farms,
and sometimes paid more for their political influence than for their labor.

Q. Do you know whether these contradictions have been as universally
circulated as the statements themselves?—A. Not at all, sir.

Q. And the exodus is still going on’—A. I have heard of a number
who are still going.

Q. Do not you know that it is increasing !—A. No, sir; my under-
standing is that it is decreasing. I think most of it is from the counties
of Lenoir and Greene, where I have not been recently.

Q. Then your information is not sufficient for you to speak of those
counties I—A. No, sir.

Q. You do not mean or claim to give to the committee information
regarding the exodus outside of your own State I—A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Who was your competitor in your lust race for Congress 1—-A.
Judge William Throne.

Q. He was a white man, was he not i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And a rival candidate for the place1--A. Yes, sir; and a carpet-
bagger from Pennsylvania.

Q. Well, he was a carpet-bagger just as you were, from the North 1—
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. I used the term as it has been used pretty much throughout the
country, and only because I thought it remarkable to find a colored
man in the South who was a carpet-bagger.——A. I take no offense at
the application of it. I went there to live among my people. These
are not alone the views I have expressed here, and I have not expressed
them in view of my present contest in Congress, but I have expressed
them everywhere in private and in meetings of the colored people in
North Carolina. '

Q. Judge Throne was a white Republican, you say *--A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many did he poll in the election?--A. I do not know, sir,
and I cannot remember.

Q. It was a very trivial number, was it not?--A. Yes, sir; but the
reason of that was——

Q. Idid not ask for the reason; I asked if it was not a very trivial
nawmber of votes that be received.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And your other competitor was a colored man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many votes did he have ?—A. I think about 3,000.

Q. How many votes did you have as a fact and as you claim ?'—A.
About 17,000.
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Q. How many majority was there against you as counted —A.
thousand and some odd.

Q. Now, if the entire Republican vote for Throne and yourself aud
Harris had been cast for one man, he would have been elected by a very
handsome majority !—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. Out of that large nuwber of votes, how many do you suppose,were
white men !—A. I do not suppose there were a hundred. I see that a
couple of Quakers voted for me.

+Q. How man Democrats were coloted ’—A. I do not suppose thero
were more than 50 or 75. I have not learned of any colored men who
voted that way in wy section.

Q. How many Democratic voles were counted against you’'—A. I
believe Captam Kitchin’s vote was 1,022 majority.

Q. Now, will you give us the uumber of colored votes cast in your
district, and the way those votes were divided between the parties?
Your vote was about 17,000 ’—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your colored competitor 3,000 2—A, Yes, sir.

Q. And Throne’s how much !—A. Very few, sir.

Q. Less than a thousanud ’—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will 500 do for him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A reasonable aggregate for him would be 500, you say '—A. Yes,
sir,

Q. How many Democratic votes were polled *—.A. 10,500,

Q. The Republican votes, all but 200, are colored, aud that leaves
about 22,200 colored *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And all the Democratic votes were white, you think, except about
75 1—A. Well, say give them 200 who are colored.

Q. So it comes to this, that iu this district, where the right of suffrage
is free, and the colored people are substantially united, and for the Re-
publican party. a white Democrat is sent to Congress to represent the
district !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any idea that the same thing is done in the other States
as between the two parties ¥ —A. [ do not know, as I have not been
there to see.

Q. If you have any opinion ou the subject please give us that.—A. I
have not oue. I should ounly know about that from what I have read
and heard, but as to our own State I kuow just how it stands.

By the GHAIRMAN:

Q. On this question of wages, Mr. O’Hara, I wish to ask you a few
questious. Where the wages are 35 cts. or 50 cts. a day, do you meau
that that is where the man boards himself or where his employer boards
him %—A. I feed those whom I hire, and it is generally understood that
they are fed when hired by the day.

Q. You feed your hands and give them rations !'—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you have no understanding, you say, that the prices paid to
laborers are better or very much better in Indiana than in North Caro-
lina?—A. For that class of farm laborers I do not think so.

Q. In these circulars that you read to these people and that were
used by you to show the inducements offered to white emigrants, what
was the general rate set down there ¥—A. From $10 to 815 a month;
ranging between that.

Q. Aund you say as an average the rate was about $127—A. About
that.

Q. Well, that is not much different from what the colored laborer gets

“in North Carolina, is it #—A. No, sir; and then I took iuto considera-

N
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tion this other fact that in North Carolina he would never have to com-
pete with the German or other foreign labor, and besides, so far as I
know, no matter what the compensation for their labor is, there are
colored men who will not work. Then there are others who can always
cet work. Again, in the North white mechanics and skilled laborers
will not work at the same bench or on the same house with the colored
mechanic, but there in our State the colored mechanics, carpenters and
brick masons, have pretty much the monopoly of the work, and hence
it was that I stated to them to stay in North Carolina.

Q. The question was put to you by Mr. Blair as to whether you are
singular and alone in your views with reference to this emigration. I
ask you what is the fact as to the leading and the most intelligent men
of the country in the Republican party of your section ?—A. I think I
express their views, and if you will allow me, I think I bave a paper
here giving an account of a meeting held in Raleigh, which I will show
to the committee.

After searching for the paper the witness said:

I bave not the | paper here, but 1 will show it to the committee at some
other time.

Q. Mr. O'Hara, as I understand, your people, are publishing a good
many newspapers. Will you please tell us some of them ?—A. Well,
sir’; The Journal of Industry, at Raleigh, The Star of Zion, at Concord,
The Concord Pilot, The Raleigh Standard; I think about six in all.

Q. What proportion of those papers are supporting this movement ?
—A. Not one of them.

Q. You state that the entire colored press of North Carolina is oppos-
ing it*—A. Yes, sir: every one so far as I can hear.

Q. All of them withont a single exception are throwing obstacles in
the way of this emigration >—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Take Mr. Frederick Douglass, T believe he is regarded as a repre-
sentative man of your race ¥—A. I think he is. .

Q. I have been informed that e is opposed to it ?—A. I believe that
he is, and in fact nearly all of our prominent colored peopla are opposed
to it except these few men here abont Washington. I am in communi-
cation with a number of intelligent colored men, all of whom are op-
posed to this emigratioun.

Q. You think the w eight of influence of these mtelhgont colored men
iz all opposed to the movement?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you think of tbe influence of these colored men in this
city who are helping the movement —A. I cannot say, sir; I have not
conversed with any one of them upon it, and have been otherwise en-
gaged.

). There, is however, & wide diversity of opinion between them ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is, so far as you know ; and so far as you know, the press of
vour State is opposed to it I--A. Yes, sir; 1 may say the entire colored
and white press of the State.

By Senator WINDOIM :

Q. Yon say the leading colored men are all opposed to the exodus 11—
A. Yes, sir; I think so.

Q. Yon spoke awhile ago of theintelligent colored men of the coun-
try. Do you mean to confine the word ‘‘country ” to North Carolina 9—
A. No, sir; I did not mean to say that North Carolina was the entire
conntry. 1 said the entire press of North Carolina, and a large propor-
tion of the colored men whom I have conversed with are opposed to it.
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Q. Well, I understood you to make the remark as applying to the
country generally I--A. I do not know, sir, as I did.

Q. Well, now, what is the truth, Mr. O’lara, as to the intelligent
colored people of the country generally >—A. I do not know, sir.

Q. Do you know any of the intelligent colored people of the conutry
who are opposed to it !—A. I do not know, sir, that I could name any.
I am not busying myself to keep in communication with them on the
subject.

Q. Do you kuow anything of the action of the national colored cou-
vention last year at Nashville on this subject !—A. [ was invited, but
as I thought I saw the finger of two or three men in there whose pur-
poses I suspected, I did not go.

Q. You do not know, then, what its action was !—.A. No, sir.

Q. Nor the views of the colored men of Georgia, Alabama, and Mis-
sissippi and the other States, who were gathered together there 3—
A. No, sir; I do not. All I know relates to North Carolina, and 1
know a number of the prominent men of the State are opposed to the
exodus from there.

Q. Who are they —A. I do vot know that [ can particularize thew,
but 1 know the fact from speaking with them in social gatherings and
casually. )

Q. I wish you would repeat that remark reported to you by the geu-
tleman as having been made by Mr. Mendenball.—A. Mr. Otey, ot
this city, stated that the object of the association at tirst was to aid
those parties who bad emigrated from Mississippi, Louisiana, and other
places, and who were reported to be suffering in Saint Louis and de-
pending upon their cold charities. Mr. Otey became a member of the
society and thought that was the object of the society until Mr. Men-
denball suggested that Indiana was a doubttul State, and he thought
it would be a good idea to take the negroes out of Virginia and North
Carolina, as they were States of easy access, and remove them to lu-
diana to carry the State.

Q. Do you know the time when that was said or alleged to have oc-
curred 1—A. I think I do; it was at the first or second weeting of the
association. He had been elected vice-president of the society, and on
account of that he severed his connection with it.

Q. He i3 an editor, I believe !—A. Yes, sir; the editor of The
Argus.”

Q. Where is that paper published —A. Here in Washington City.

By Senator BLAIR :

Q. Do you know of any oue having beeu to North Carolina,jor of any-
thing having been done about this exodus until Perry and Williams cawe
from there last October with some of these people !—A. 1 do not know
anything about Williamns, and I do not think that Perry was out of the
State until some two months ago. I was down in La Grange at the
place where he lived, and asked about him, and then it was they tolid
me he was engaged iu this emigration business.

Q. They resided there in North Carolina, did they not ?—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. And did you know of any actual exodus until they came into it !—
A. Yes, sir. I knew it bad been worked up and excarsions had been
given to various points and speeches made in the interest ot the removal
of the colored people.

Q. Of course it was worked up, or these men would not have left the
State I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you knew nothing of it when it was being doue '—A. Ye-,
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sir; [ knew it only in a general way, and did not pay much attention to
it at first.

Q. And these men Perry and Williams you say were actual residents
of the State 2—A. Yes, sir; and I do not think that Perry left there vol-
antarily.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. What were the compelling motives, Mr. O'Hara !—A. I do not
state that. [ think the records of the State will show.

Q. You can tell it yourself, if you know, as this investigation is very
open and wants all the facts ?

Senator BLAIR. I do not think, Mr. Chairman, we ought to allow this
man to guess at it ?

Senator VANCE. [ would not like to guess at it myself.

On motion, the committee adjourned to Saturday, Janunary 24, at 11
o'elock a. m.

FOURTH DAY.

\WWASHINGTON, Saturday, January 24, 1830.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chairmaw
and all the members of the committee.

TESTIMONY OF MR. J. P. DUKEHART.
JOHN P. DUKEHART sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Mr. Dukehart, where dv you reside !—Answer. Baltimore.

Q. What 18 your full name?—A. John P. Dukehart.

Q. How long have you resided in Baltimore !—A. Fifty-tive years.

Q. [ take it it is your anative place !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what your business is at this time.—A. [ am Southern pas-
senger agent of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

Q. How long have you been passenger agent of Shat read !—A. Six
years,

Q. What were you before?—A. I was conductor on the road.

Q. Between what points3—A. Baltimore and Washington ; also
Wheeling, and in fact over the entire road.

Q. How long have you been in the service of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad *—A. Next April will be thirty years.

Q. You may state whether your road isengaged in carrying the colored
ewigrants from North Carolina ’—A. Yes, sir; we are carrying all that
I can sell tickets to.

Q. Have you the number of persons that you have been selling tickets
to!—A. I cannot tell how many tickets we have sold. I never took
any account of the children who went over the road. Of course we can
tell by an examination of the books huw mauny tickets have been sold,
both wholes and halves, but [ do not know the entire number ot people
who traveled over the road, men, women, and children.

Q. Above what age are children requived to have tickets ’—A. Ilive
years,

YQ. And all_children above that age have tickets to show for?—.\.

e, 8ir.
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Q. When did this movement commence '—A. The last Whitsun-
tide, which is the great holiday for negroes, I received orders from our
department to go to Weldon and look to this movement of the exodus,
which I did, and when 1 arrived there I found the Pennsylvania Rail-
road and the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad already interested in it.
The whole movement fell through at that time on account of a want of
confidence in the negroes: but about the 23th of October 1 received a
notice to go to a place called Le Grange, in North Carolina, and had
my attention called to two negroes named Perry and Williams. I was
to sce them at once. 1 was engaged at that time in securing a nnmber
of emigrants from Midland, in Virginia. .

Q. Were they white or colored I—A. White. You know, Senator,
there is a great deal of competition in this business. 1 received a tele-
gram from Baltimore saying that the Pennsylvania agents were there
at Le Grauge, and were trying to get this emigration. I went to see
Perry, and gave him the established rates over our line of road and left
him; and in ten days I received another order from our road to go to
Le Grange, as the party were about to leave and had money to pay their
way.

Q. Whkat month was that 2—A. That was in the mouth of November.
1 went there and found that there were forty ready to leave, and all of
them were going to Indianapolis.

Q. To Indianapolis?—A. Yes, sir. But I only got them to purchase
cighteen tickets, on account of their being told that when they reached
here they would receive their tickets here at Washington. Perry was at
the train at the time. 1 took them to the train. They were to raise me
270 to pay for their tickets, and they did not raise it for me at the
time; in fact 1 had to hold the train.

Q. Where was that 7—A. That was here in Washington that T am
speaking of ; after they got here.

Q. Who was to raise the money #—A. Thiscommittee of the emigrants’
society.

Q. Who was that committee composed of !—A. Of Wall and Adams.
Adams paid me the money himself.

Q. How much !—A. Two hundred and seventy dollars’

Q. Mr. Dukehart, was that tle first lot that went over your road 1—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they engage for that lot before they left North Carolina *—A.
Yes, sir. '

Q. And you brought them this far on {heir responsibility, or did they
have the money raised for you ?—A. It was raised for me. They paid
their way from North Carolina all the way through here, and then they
paid from Washington through to Iudianapolis.

Q). Aund before you would let them go from here they were made to
pay fo Indianapolis?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that movey, you say, was raised by this committee ’—A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. Tu a general way, let us know what plan you finally fell upon for
carrying these people to Indiana—what the arrangemeunts were in de-
tail.—A. The first arrangement was made on the Wilmington and Wel-
?ox;.llailroml, and they were to give a #15 rate from Goldshorough to

ndiana.

By Senator VANCE: ,
). That is, the Wilwington and Weldon was to prorate with the
other roads >—A. Yes, sir.

A
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By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad has no road south of here ?—A.
No, sir.

Q. And you went, vou say, as the Southern agent to get this busi-
ness *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And yon stated to them to make a rate of %13, and prorated
among themselves, that i is, the roads between here and Goldsborough,
%nd when they got liere your prorate would be 9 on to Indiana 1—A.

es, Sir.

Q. That was the first arrangement ?—A. Yes, sir. After forty-four
tickets had been sold the Wilmington and Weldon flew the track and
went back on us and demanded their second-class rate of £3.15 for each
ticket, and we could then issue no more through tickets. That left us
in the dark. We fished around there, however, bidding for rates. The
whole town was filled with people, and we had a great deal of trouble
telegraphing backwards and forwardc. and finally we got a rate of §16.60
to Indianapolis.

Q. There has been some tctumon\ here, Mr. Dukehart, of an alleged
drawback of one dollar. Tell us about that.—A. Well, sir, in working
for this business there is a commission allowed to the leader of all par-
ties. In that party at Midland I gave a dollar drawback. 1t is a thing
established by all the lines, I believe, and in Wilmington I agreed to
pay a dollar commission on every passenger that the agent got.

Q. Who was that agent 2—A. Z. Taylor Evans. 1 paid him a dollar
for every full ticket, and a half dollar for every half passenger.

Q. You say that was Z. Taylor Evans 7—A. Yes, sir.

; Q. Is he a black man himself 2—A. He is pretty black and has thick
PR,

Q. Was that mouney paid by him for these tickets?—A. No, sir; he
only got hisx own commission. [ have always paid every cent in Golds-
boro’ to Taylor Evaus.

Q. You say that Wall and Adams came to you and paid for forty of
these negroes !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you estimated that that eame to %270 ?—A. Yes, sir.

" Q). And on all moneys paid by this emigrant aid society, do [ under-
stand you they received back a dollar for each person !—A. Yes, sir.
“x; every ticket paid for by money furnished by them I paid them back
adollar.

Q. Have yon any means of stating to the committee how many pas-
sengers, half and whole. passed through this point >—A. Yes, sir; 1
can tell you all who passed from this Southern country through.

Q. Will yon please give to us the figures as near as you can !—A.
The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company has sold to these emigrants
i3 tickets, and out of that number there were 235 half tickets. That
was all the tickets sold by us going west. I take a little pride in the
tact that I sold to all that were sold to. | think that 1 was able to
captare all who went to Indiana, and the other roads got nothing. |

Q. Can yon tell us what the proportion ot the money that was paid
for the transportation of these emigrants was furnished by this commit-
tee from this point on 2—A. I cannot say, sir. All that T know about it
was the %270 paid me. There were a large number in North Carolina
who raised the money to pay their fare to Washington. There were
164, I thiuk. on the second trip. There were a very large number on
hoard the train who had no tickets. and the conductors came to me and
fid, “ What shall we do with them ?® I said that I did not propose
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to take charge of them and charge my company with the expense ¢f
bringing them bere, and they put off about 500.
3y Senator VANCE:

Q. Where was that !'—.\. At Goldsboro'.

(). But there were 164 who came through to Washington.—A. I toox
a sleeping-car and came through with them myself. On that train thery
were 6D who were ready to pay their fare, and I sent them through a:
$16.60 a head. The others were taken to a chureh here and kept there.

Q. That is the second party that you speak ot 7—A. Yes, siv; that
the second lot. 164. That is the largest lot that ever came over the rozu'..

Q. Did the committee pay you for it '—.\. No, xir.

Q. Whom did they pay it to ?—.\. To our ticket agent.

Q. Do you know how many were sent *—A. They went oftf in separate
lots as the committee raised the money. 1 think probably some of thew:
are here yet.

Q. Did the ticket agent pay the drawback to them ? -A. T do nes
know, sir. 1 was not There. There waaii arr angement I know to pux
the drawback, aud it might have been settled in Baltimore.

Q. You are the Southern passenger agent of the railroad 1—A. Yes,
sir.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. You are allowed to make arrangments with ditterent parties to ge:
up passengers for the road ?’—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the fare trom your depot down here to Indianapolis }—A.
Sixteen dollars, limited tickets, three days, tirst class.

Q. Are your emigrant tickets the same ’—.\. Yes, siv; they are the
same for emigrants.

Q. You make no distinction s to color 2—.\. Noue in the world.

Q. With what road did vou have your principal competition for this
business 1—A. The Penunsylvania and the Chesapeake and Obio Roads.

Q. And you beat them by bLidding bstter than they did 2—A. [ do nee
know, sir. They watched us as close as we watched them without get-
ting up a railroad war, which Garrett and Scott are both atraid of.

Q. You say that Taylor ivans was an active man in the business; do
you know where he lived !—A. At Goldsbore’.

Q. Do you know anything of his motives in recruiting crowds of em:-
grants to go to Indinna #—A. No, sir. [ do'not.

Q. Do you know trom what he has told you?—A. He tells me thas
he commenced this thing a year or eighteen months ago, speaking about
in the country and working up the movement.

Q. What did he tell you .llmu( secret societies for the purpose !—A.
Nothing at all.

Q. And you have never Ileard anything about that even from him —
A. No, sir; not even from him.  You would be surprised if you were in
my office in Lynchburg to see the proposals and letters sent to me say-
ing *“I bave tive hundred emigrants ready to go to Kansag,” and askiny
for rates of fare and all that, and if you go to the place you will prob.
ably find one or two men ready to go and neither oue ot them with
money enough.

Q. Mr., l)ukeh.nt you have beeu mixing with these people down there :
please state what their idea is as to llw wages they will receive and
what they will get when they go to Imli:mu. Have you seen any of
those clhiromnos of the homes they are to receive or any of the circulars
that have been distributed among them !—A. I have seen some of tie
circulars among them stating that good wages would be paid.
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Q. How much ?—A. Well, about a dollar, a dollar ten, and a dollar
and a half a day.

Q. Yor what sort of labor?—A. For farm hands.

Q. With or without board 7—A. 1 didn’t see as to that.

Q. Whom were they signed by’—A. These things emanated, I believe,
from ¢ The Greencastle Banner.”

Q. Is that a paper published in the town of Greencastle, Indianai—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they were published from that paper as editorials?—A. Yes,
sir; and also statements published in that paper made by negroes who
had gone out there.

Q. Were they not principally distributed about there by Perry, Will-
iams, and Scott >—A. 1 never saw Perry’s or Williams's names there ;
they did their business principally through mass meetings.

Q. You stated in the opening of your testimony, I believe, that Perry
left North Carolina suddenly. Have you any explanation of why he left * °
—A. They bad him indicted by the grand juary in La Grange for forg-
ing school certificates, and he left a bundred dollars which was raised
by his church people to make his bail, and he came away and has not
goue back.

Q. You stated something of the competition. State if you have any
information as to any other road moving for this business ; if so, please
state it.—A. The last party I brought through came last week—at least
I secured them, and the Chesapeake and Ohio were bidding for them
$2.50 less on the ticket, but [ held on to them. I have a telegram this
morning that they are, through their agents, about to establish an office
there to sell tickets to this business.

Q. Where is that *—A. At Goldsboro’.

Q. I will get you to give me the names of the parties connected with
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company who know these things —
A. Well, sir, there is Mr. J. C. Dane, the Sonthern passenger agent, resi-
dent at Richmond ; and Henry Washington, at Greensboro’, is also an
agent of that road.

Q. Mr. Dukehart, you have spoken of receiving a great number of
letters protfering crowds of emigrants to go west. Is it well understood
among these people that any person getting up a crowd will get a
dollar a head for them ¥—A. No, sir. -

Q. Then, between you and Evans it was a secret arrangement?—A\.
A. No, sir; everybody did not know of it, [ suppose, because those who
pay for a single ticket do not get any drawback, but this is a special
arrangement.

Q. Then the nuderstanding is that you, as agent of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad Company, have authority to ewmploy an agent where be
§ets a dollar on every ticket that he sells to one of these crowds !—A\.

es, sir.

Q. And you would feel authorized to employ anybody as an agent
who would furnish you a suflicient number to make it an object to get
them over your road #—A. I would employ thew for the time.

Q. That 18, you give the drawback when there is a party all going
together? Then if a party, by mass-meeting or by church excitement or
otherwise, were to get up fifty men and women to go over your road it
would be worth 350 to him ?—A. Yes, sir, after you had sold the tickets.

Q. Then there was that inducement bheld out to Perry and Williams
and all these people who were working in this business 7—.\. Yes, sir;
that is what all the trunk lines do.

Q. Aud these colored men understood that ?—A. Yes, sir: all of thom.
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Q. You spoke of a number of persons coming to the train to go away,
more than were provided with tickets. How many were there 7—A. I
cannot tell you, sir.

Q. Why didn’t they go?—A. Because they did not have money to
pay for their tickets.

Q. Do you know what representations were made to them as to tickets
_ being given to them by the government?—A. I do not know as to that;
but I think they were told that after they get to Washington they would -
have a new suit of clothes and free transportation to Kansas and Indiana.

Q. And Evans, who was acting as your agent, was telling those tales
to these people ?—A. I will correct you, Senator. It was Perry and Wil-
Jiams who circulated the report. Kvans did not have anything to do
with it.

Q. Then Perry and Williams told these people that after they got to
Washington they would be farnished a new suit of clothes and be given
a free ticket to lkansas or Indiana —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Perry was a preacher, was he not '—A. No, sir; he was a school
teacher.

Q. Was he not a preacher also?—A. No, sir; I never heard that he
was.

Q. Well, Williams was a preacher ?—A. Yes, sir; but he went to
Kansas Wlth the first party, and has never returned.

Q. You say that they operated by mass meetings ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They got up quite a great deal of excitement, did they not 7—A.
Yes, sir; ‘and they were sent out there by these people to prospect
and see that ev erything was favorable to their coming.

Q. And in these parties that you carried over the road there were no
dead-heads except the children 1—A. No, sir.

Q. And no dead-heads except those who were under five years of
age?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You cousider that a very great inducement to people who are emi-
arating, to carry children under five years free I—A. Y es, sir; that is
the rule.

Q. Did you carry other people’s children free ¥—A. Yes, sir.
~x Q. Did you hear of any politics being discussed in this matter 7—A.

o, 8ir.

Q. Did you hear anything of it from Perr_\ or Williams 7—A. No, sir.

Q. You did not discuss it with them $—A. No, sir; on the contrarv,
I bave not had anything todo withit. Isaid, ¢ Iam here to sell you these
tickets. It you dor’t want them I can get out.” I will say, with ref-
crence to the first party, that when I was trying to get rates every day
at Goldsboro it was dark wheu I got the rates, and the negroes were
all ot them quartered in a church at Little Washington. 1 was up-
stairs in the hotel, and I got my tickets out of my satchel, went down-
stairs into the back yard, kicked a Loard off the fence, and went
down to the church. 1 told them that our road was the only legitimate
line to the West, and was a good * air-line,” and all of that sort of thing.
So I sold them all tickets there in the church, and came Lack with my
pockets full of mouney to where the other agents were; and we had a
good deal of fuss in a friendly way over my beating them so nicely.

Q. Have you ever been to Indiana *—A. No, sir.

Q. Who hasgone with them from here,asarule?—A. Thisman Perry,
I believe, until the last two parties went.

Q. Do you know -who were with them ?—A. I think they went in
charge of the conductor. There was nobody went with them from here.
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There were only eighteen in the first party and twenty-five in the sec-
ond. .

Q. Where will you go when you leave here #—.\. Right back to Golds-
boro, unless somebody stops me.

Q. Are you going on this business >—A. Yes, sir, I am, unless the
other roads should reap the advauntages by my absence and scoop them
in.

Q. You have made yourself very popular among them, have you not,
Mr. Dukehart I—A. Yes, sir; [ am looked upon by thewm as a sort of
Moses. They are like sheep down there. When one leads off they all go
over the same rail. In the first instance I got them by going to the
charch and making this pathetic address to them. They think a great
deal of me on account of wmy securing this first party.

Q. You say they are like sheep, and that when one starts the balance
follow. XNow, from your general knowledge of this subject, what do you
think of the future of this ewmigration movement ! I8 it going to in-
crease or stand still —A. I thinkjust aslong as those people have mouey
or can get mouey to pay their fare they will keep going until they re-
ceive letters from those ahead telling them not to come, or some of them
are brought back to tell them the status of affuirs out there.

Q. Then you believe it will not stop unless it is checked from the
other end of the line #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. I suppose your road would not object to bringing them back if
they want to come ?—A. No, sir; if they want to come I will go over
there to Indianapolis and do as much work to secure them as [ did down
in North Carolina. I willsell them tickets either way. I will even go
down to the church and make another address to them.

Q. You have the only air-line, I believe you said I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much of a line have you !—A. I do not know its tull extent.

Q. There is a great deal of it, is there not, Mr. Dukehart ?—A. Yes,
sir.

The chairman here called upon Mr. George S. Koontz, one of. the
agents of the Baltimore and Obhio Railroad Company, to state the line
of railroad under the control of the Baltimore aud Ohio Railroad Cowm-
pany in the State of Indiana, which he did, and then presented to the
committee one of the railroad company’s circular maps.

Testimony of JOUN P. DUKEHARY resumed.

The WIrTNEsS. This is the regular map of the road, which shows the
only legitimate air-line route from this point to Indiana. I never give
up the Baltimore and Ohio.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Through what counties does your line run in Indiana !—A. I do
not know that 1 can give the counties. The map does not do so; but
it enters below Defiance and runs up to Seymour and Belle Union to
the Chicago Junction.

TESTIMONY OF SAYLES J. BOWEN,

SAYLES J. BOWEN sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :
Q. I simply find your name, Mr. Bowen, as one of a board of audit of
this councern, the Emigrant Aid Society. A paper has been presented
here showing the disbursements of that society in furtherance of this ewm-
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igration movement. I do not recollect the amount, but whether much
or not you can state whether it is your name that is signed to that
paper —A. ‘I never saw the paper until it was read here and knew
nothing of its existence.

Q. Do you mean by that to say that your name is there without your
autbority ¥—A. I mean to say that it is there without my knowledge or
authority any further than permitting my name to be used as a member
of the auditing committee.

Q. llave you acted in that capacity and allowed it to be used 1—A.
No, sir. There have been some accounts presented to me for passage-
mouey to Indianapolis for some of these emigrants. I have no recollec-
tion, bowever, of the particulars.

Q. When did you allow your name to be used 1—A. I think it was
two or three months since.

Q. By whom ?*—A. I think Mr. Wall and Mr. Adams came and asked
if I would allow my name to be used, and mentioning other parties who
had consented to act.

Q. And you consented !—A. Yes, sir, after being told what were the
duties of the committee.

Q. And you did not know until this paper was produced anything
in connection with the transactions of the society !—A. No, sir; I did
not.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the matter of this emigration except
what you have heard here !—A. No, sir; I merely acted on this paper,
and when I found the paper all right I pnt my name to it. I have had
no fartber business connected with this emigration movement. I have
been down in Tennessee most of the time.

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE S. KOONTZ.

GEORGE S. KooNTZ sworn and examined.

The WITNESS. Mr. Chairman, I will say that I know nothing of the
location of these roads controlled by the Baltimore and Ohio Company,
except what I get from the maps. 1 know nothing of the geography of
that country. Our line enters Ohio in the county of DeKalb, extend-
ing through the northern part of the State into Lake, and into Moran;
thence into DeKalb, Noble, Kosciusko, Elkhart, Marshall, Porter, and
Lake. Those are the counties shown by Rand & Mc¢Nally’s map.

Question. What other line of road does your company own or control
in Indiana ?—Answer. I do not know of any other. I have no knowl-
edge on that subject.

Q. You have a road from here to Indianapolis ¥—A. No, sir; not run-
ning into Indianapolis.

Q. How do you sell tickets there ?—A. We sell them by othexeroads.
We sell tickets by the C. C. and A. and other roads.

Q. That arrangement you had running in January ¥—A. This has
been the line running to Grafton and Parkersburg, and thence to Cin-
}:innat{’, and the Indianapolis Cincinnati and Lafayette Road rununing on

rom there.
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J. P. DUKEHART recalled.

By Senator WINDOM :

Question. Youw spoke a while ago of the Wilmington and Weldon
railroad Company flying the track in the matter of rates; do you know
the reason why they flew the track 7—Answer. No, sir. The first thing
shey did was to sell tickets through to Washington, and the next party
that came aloug they would not sell them tickets, except to the end of
their line.

Q. So that they have not sold any to Kaunsas and Indianapolis from
there 7—A, No, sir ; not since the first batch.

Q. What was the destination of the first batch 7—A. Indianapolis.

Q. Do you know of any efforts being mmade in Washington or else-
where to keep the railroad company from taking them to Indiana 7—A.
No, sir; I never heard of any.

Q. What political party do you belong to !—A. I am a Democrat.

Q. To what party does Mr. Koontz belong ?—A. I cannot speak for
4im,

]v.\lr. KooxTz (interrupting). ¥ will speak for wmyself; I am a Repub-
ican.

The WiITNEss. I began by voting against Henry Clay. Mr. Cole, the
general agent, is also a Republican. ‘

By Mr. WinNDpoOM:

Q. Do you kvow of anything political in this exodus movement, or is
-t purely a business trausaction ?—A. That was what it was with me.

Q. When did you first hear of this movement? What was the infor-
‘nation brought to you as to the character of it in that section of coun-
ay? Was it simply that a large number was going, and that it would
be desirable to secure them 2—A. When I first went into La Grange 1
had a talking with Ferry and Williams. It was necessary to learn the
number who were probably going, aud they stated it at from fifteen to
twenty thousaund. 1 laughed at them, and they said there was no use
0 laugbing, it was all right, and they were going.

Q. You stated, I believe, that 763 of thems went{—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Since that time ?—A. Yes, sir; from the 20th of November to this
Hme,

Q. You said, I believe, that 235 of the 763 were balf tickets. What
dass of people did they represent?—A. Children between five and
twelve years of age.

Q. Then the whole number of adult tickets, deducting that amount
frow the other, would be 428 —A. Yes, sir.

Q. What proportion of those would yousay were women ¥—A. Ishould
say a balf'; I am only speaking of them as I saw them in the train, and I
think balf of them were women.

Q. Was there any considerable number between 12 and 20 years of
age?—A. No, sir, not many; when a man would go out aund take his
family, he would come into the office and say to us, how much to In-
diana? I would tell him $16.60 a head, and ask bim if he bad any chil-
dren. I have bad them to answer yes, I have got 9 head. That fellow
had the largest family I ever knew to go among them. Out of that
family I think he had three children who would come within the age
described by our tariff.

Q. Then there would be six who would come within the ages of 12
and 201—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Can you give any estimate of the number, out of 264, who could
vote in Indiana next year !—A. [could not tell you, sir.

Q. Do you think that is a sufficient namber to create all this conster-
nation in the Democratic party in Indiana, and to alarm them as to the
Democratic status of that State !

The CHAIRMAN. There is no consternation, Senator Windom, but a
deal of indignation.

The WIrNEss. I could vot tell the number who will vote.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. Out of the 268 you say half were women ’—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think it is unreasonable to say that there are G4 between
the ages of 12 and 20 !—A. I should say not; although [ did not pay
any attention to thew.

Q. Then if that would not be upreasonable that would leave 200 who
could vote?’—A. I never looked to see after thew in that regard ; I
think, though, to assume that would not be uureasonable.

Q. That would leave 200 males over 20 years of age, or about that {—
A. Yes, sir.

- . »

TESTIMONY OF H. W. MENDENHALL.

H. W. MENDENIALL swort and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. Where is your residence !—Answer. Washington City.

Q. How long have you resided here !—A. Three years.

Q. Where did you live before you came here f—A. In [ndiana.

Q. Whereabouts /—A. The last four years I lived at Indianapolis.

Q. Where did you live Lefore then —A. In Richmond.

Q. Bent County #—.A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your.business in Indianapolis #—.\. Part of the time
keeping books for a wholesale house, and part of the time I was in the
insurance business.

Q. What are you doing now ¥—A. I am a clerk in the Treasury De-
partment.

Q. What department of it ¥—A. In the revenue marine department.

Q. In what grade I—A. First class clerkship.

Q. At what pay 7—A. Twelve hundred dollars.

Q. I saw your name attached here as s member of the board of audit
—did you hear it read '—A. I did not get in in time.

Q. It is a paper appealing to the people of the North for aid and sym-
pathy !—A. Yes, sir. I am knowing of it.

Q. You were familiar with it before it was brought out here '—.x.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did you read it f—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you read any part of it 7—A. No, sir.

Q. Who did ?—A. Mr. Adams.

Q. Did you see it before it was published ¥—A. No, sir; Mr. Adams
told me about it and asked me to read it, and Isaid I was busy at the
time and did not do it.

Q. Did he ask you to put your name to it —A. As a member of the
committee ?

Q. Did he in any capacity !—A. I dou't remember whether it w as-
Adams or Wall that asked, and I replied that I did not care.
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Q. Then you knew this paper was circulating with your name at-
tached to it, for sometime past ¥—A. I knew it when he handed me one.

Q. It is dated November 15, 1879, at 934 I street I—A. It was dated
then but was not printed until the 1st of December. Tbat is my im-
pression.

Q. Has the Emigrant Aid Society rooms at 934 F street I—A. No,
sir; it had one then up stairs, but has moved since.

Q. Where is it now 2—A. I don’t know.

Q. Did you go up to that room you had up theret—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who has the books and records of that society 7—A. I don’t know
anything about it.

Q. Did you know Mr. Fearing !—A. Yes, sir. Mr. Adams some two
or three weeks ago concluded to go to Washington Territory and re-
signed as secretary and Mr. Fearing was appointed as secretary in his
place.

Q. Have you ever seen the books and papers of the society I—A. No,
sir.

Q. Never seen any of them ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever seen any letters #—A. Yes, sir. 1 have seen two;
Mr. Adams showed me two from Mr. Langsdale.

Q. The editor of the Greencastle Banner 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the writing about ¥—A.. That he could provide employ-
ment for a large number of emigrants.

Q. Did he state the number ¥—A. Really I don’t recollect, but he said
he had a large number of places for hands upon the farms.

Q. You are an Indianian yourself, and Greencastle is in Putnam
Coanty, is it not ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How is that county there settled up and supplied as to laborers 1
—A. I was not there but once in my life, and I do not know anything
about the county.

Q. You belong to the old Mendenhall family in Wayne, do you not ¢
—A. Yes, sir; my father lived there.

Q. Do you know anything of how it is furnished with labor *--A. I
know nothing of its statistics at all.

Q. Did Mr. Lingsdale state anything as to other counties —A. I
do not think he said anything, except that if the emigrants were here to
send them there.

Q. What do you know of an emigration aid society there at Green-
castle 1—A. Nothing, whatever.

Q. What at Indianapolis I—A. Nothing, except what I saw in the
Jourunal a week ago, that the colored people had a meeting to establish
an aid society and help the people coming there to that State.

Q. That was the colored people?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know General Straight?—A. Yes, sir; but only l)\ reputa-
tion.

Q. ITe has the reputation of being a white man, has he not #—A. Yes,
sir; and has a very tine business, 1 believe.

Q Do yon know Mr. Dudley—is he a white mau ?—A. He is indeed
in a good many ways.

Q. And theeditorofthe Indianapolis Journal, Mr. Walker, boasts being
a white man, does be not 2—A. You speak of Mr. Martindale, do you
not?

Q. I speak of Mr. Walker, his writing man.—A. I donot know him.

Q. You do not know anything about their employing negroes on their
paper 1—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you take the Journal ?—A. I do.

6 EX
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Q. Do you read it —A. Occasionally.

Q. Have you seen Mr. Langsdale’s paper ¥—A. Yes, sir; I have seen
two copies of it, I think.

Q. Mr. Langsdale is the postmaster at Greencastle!—A. I do not
know that.

Q. He is a leading Republican, is he not ?—A. Yes, sir; I should
judge so from his paper.

Q. And from the remarks he made ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How often did this society meet with which you were connected —
A. I do not know, sir, but I think four times I have been there.

Q. Be good enough to tell us what was transacted !—A. I think
about a year ago, about the time of the first landing of emigrants in
Saint Louis, Mr. Adams came to me. I was in the Treasury at the
time, and he said he was going to have a meeting at his house to aid
the emigrants in Saint Louis, and asked me if I would meet with them,
and I said yes. I went there and met with nine or ten persons who
were there at the meeting. They were all strangers to me except Mr.
Wall and Mr. Adams, and Mr. Fearing, 1 think, was there too.

Q. Then the tirst meeting of your society was on the occasion of the
arrival of a large number of Southern negro emigrants at Saint Louis 1—
A. Yes, sir; that is the first meeting.

Q. Was Mr. Utey present at that meeting?-—A., Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. Otey!—A. No, sir; I didn’t kvow bim antil
after the meeting, when I learned his name,

Q. You know bhim now, don’t you?—A. Yes, sir; there was a gentle-
man here this morning that I took to be him.

Q. He was there at that meeting?—A. Yes, 8ir; he was there at that
meeting.

Q. When was the next meeting beld !—A. Really I do not recollect.

Q. Where was the next meeting ?—A. We were assembled at the same

lace.
P Q. Was that Adams’s house !—A. Yes, sir; at Adans’s house.

Q. About what time was this meeting held?—A. In point of date, I
think, about oune year ago, and about one week or ten days after the
emigrants arrived in Saint Louis; it was in cold weather, I think.

Q. You met afterwards, about bow long afterwards!—A. I cannot
tell.

Q. Caw’t you approximate it ?—A. Well, sir, it was three or four weeks.

Q. When did you have your last meeting !—A. The last meeting was
some time in the latter part of the summer.

Q. Did you ever meet Otey more than once at one of thése meetings?
—A. I think that was one only one he attended.

Q. You have been favorable to placing these people in Indianat—A.
I have been in favor of putting them in every State we could.

Q. I did not ask you that; I said Indiana.—A. Yes, sir; I have been
in favor of sending them to Indiaua if they could get employment there.

Q. You advocated that disposition of them?!—A. Yes, sir; in one
sense of the word, I did.

Q. You spoke in the meeting —A. I spoke that’ night.

Q). That was the first meeting, you say !—A. Yes, sir; I do not know
that I spoke at that meeting about Indiana, but some one asked my
opinion of the matter, and I said that the matter was a new one to me,
but I thought there was going to be a very extensive number of people
who were going to leave the Southern States and take up their residence
in the North and West.

Q. Have you ever been in the South*—A. No, sir.
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Q. And you knew nothing of the condition of the people there ?—A.
No, sir ; except what is a part of the history of the country.

Q. That is, what you have read in the newspapers?—A. I have read
something in the newapapers, and I generally read and believe what I
see in a newspaper, if it is a Republican newspaper.

Q. What kind of a newspaper did you read it in #—A. I only take
the best papers.

Q. Do you read any Democratic paper ¥—A. I do not know that I do
particularly, but [ have seen some things from the Southern Okalona
States.

Q. But you believe all that you read in a Republican paper 7—A.
Yes, «ir; I think I would.

Q. Then you read something in these newspapers to the effect that
the uegroes were in bad condition !—A. Yes, sir; I think the report I
read was in a Republican paper.

Q. Didn’t you state in your speech that the negroes would do better
Ly going to Indiana ?¥—A. No, sir.

Q. What inducement did you state would be held out to them in In-
diana '—A. None.

Q. Did you say anything on the subject I—A. I had never seen or
heard at that time anything abont people coming from the South to In-
diana.

Q. Did you say anything about it yourself in your speech ¥—A. Yes,
sir, I did.

Q. What did you say #—A. I will tell you exactly ; orrather give you
the substance, as I cannot tell the language precisely. I stated that
their persecution was as much as they could bear, and that it Indiana
could offer inducements to these people I felt like a great number of
them would go there; and I stick right there now.

Q. Didn’t you state in your speech that as these negroes were going
to emigrate you would like to have a large number of them come to In-
diana ¥—A. Yes, sir; I knew that a great number of them, if not all,
voted the Republican ticket, and I would like amazingly to see them
come there, just the same as youn to see the Irish coming in there be-
cause they generally vote the Democratic ticket.

Q. You were in favor of their going there to vote I—A. Yes, sir; I
was,

Q. Are you a Quaker !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And of anti-slavery antecedents !—A. No, sir; my father had two
or three brothers who owned slaves.

Q. Your father emigrated to North Carolina, did he not ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Well, you stated this thing in the meeting, and Otey was there;
have you talked with him since on that point ?—A. I do not know that
we have even met together, and certainly not talked over this matter.

Q. You are a pretty strong Republican and somewhat of a politician ?
—A. No, sir; [ am not a politician. 1 bhave talked over this matter fre-
quently, but our society in no case has done anything to further the
matter. | stated my opinion simply, but no action was taken on it,
When I said this the society was not organized, but we were staying
talking the matter over. Mr. Wall was then elected president, and Mr.
Adams secretary.

Q. You wish to be understood, then, that you expressed your inde-
pendent views 7—A. Yes, sir; those views are mine.

Q. Have you explained them to any of yoar friends in Indiana 1—A.
Not politically.

Q. Will you answer the questions 1—A. I have,
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Q. Will you tell us who they were, unless they are covered by private
reasons?—A. They were private matters. I have had nothing to say
about this emigrant matter in a particalarly public way.

Q. Have you received letters about it *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. From what points >—A. Indianapolis.

Q. Have you received them from any other points >—A. No, sir.

* Q. If you have no reasous for not doing so, give the names of your
cerrespondents.—A. There is United States marshal Dudley and Doc-
tor—I think a colored man—Dr. Elbert. I just had one postal card
from him.

Q. What degree of approval do you understand this emigrant move-
ment is meeting with from those prominent men like Dudley ?—A. I do
not know. I had no information from him on the subject.

Q. Well, what is your position on it, if you can tell it ?—A. He told
me, and I am sorry I did not preserve his letter, that as a political
movement the Republican party of Indiana didn’t approre of it.

Q. Did he seem to think he would like to have them there to vote us
down ?—A. Yes, sir; I think be did.

Q. Then he dlsclanned the act, but was willing to take the frultst—
A. Yes, sir; that is about it.

Q. Are those the ouly parties who have written to you from Indian-
apolis ¥—A. They are the ounly ones I recollect.

Q. Aund if I understood you, Mr. Dudley, who is United States
marshal, while disclaiming it as an act ot the Republican party, said
he would be glad to have them there as Republican voters?!—A. No,
sir; not exactly in that way.

Q. Define, then, what he said.—A. He said that if employment could
be got for them he would Le glad to see them come into the States, but
the Republicans as a party could have nothing to do with it.

Q. I want you to answer the question directly whether United States
Marshal Dudley approved or disapproved of this emigration to Indiana ?
—A. As I stated to you before, that is as near as I can get at the sub-
stance of the letter; that is, that he disclaimed the movement for the
Republican party, but if employment could be gotten for them he would
be glad to have them there. Indiana has millious of acres of land, and
I think her people would be glad to have them there.

Q. I thought you stated you were ignorant of the statistics of the
State !—A. I know enough to know that.

Q. Where is any of that million of acres that the people of Indiana
would be glad to bave these negroes settled on 7—A. There are some in
Stark County.

Q. Are you, as a member of this emigraut society, to send emigrauts
to Stark County f—A. No, sir; not particularly to Stark County; I
sent one there.

Q. You are a member of the auditing committee of that concern —A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Have you sent any of these people to Shelby County ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. Have you sent any to Marion ?—A. No, sir; thatisaround Indian-
apolis; a good many have gone around there; there is a good deal of
wild lands about there.

Q. What good will it do a negro to get him a bome around Indian-
apolis ¥—A. Why, sir, I see farms myself there most of them cut up and
included into the city limits.

Q. You say there are millions of acres of wild land in Indiana. Do
you know any government lands that are not taken up there at $1.25
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an acre ?—A. No, sir; and I do not mean wild lands altogether ; I mean
improved lands.

Q. Where do you know of any improved lands in Indiana that the
negroes can get !—A. I do not kuow.

Q. Have you been in Northern Indiana !—A. Only to pass over it in
going to Chicago.

Q. Were you ever in Lake County ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Saint Joe ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Marshall 2—A.. No, sir.

Q. Elkbart ¥—A. No, sir; but [ know that is a fine agricultural
region aud well settled up.

Q. Who else have you known to have anything to do with this emi-
grant movement !—A. I do not know of anybody specially. You appear
to make me out as though I was very active in this movement, which
is not the case. _

Q. No, sir, I have no point to make on you. I think you have testi-
fied quite candidly. I want the facts, and I advise you in advance that
those who are supporting this emigration will have to answer for it
hereafter when these people get their eyes opened to the great iniquity
that bas been practiced upon them; I want to know the facts simply
and pat them on record, and this committee is appointed to find out the
facts on this very important subject.

The WiTNESS. You know the charge has been made publicly that it
was a political movement. It has been made by Governor Hendricks
in his speech and by others.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. I know that. Now,then, tell me, Mr. Mendenhall, with whom you
bave talked or with whom you have communicated regarding this move-
ment I—A. I have communicated with those whom I have mentioned.
I never communicated directly with Elbert, but he wrote to me; he
wrote me a postal card.

Q. Go on, now, and tell us all you know about this emigration ; who
started it, and what caused it.—A. Well. sir, about the first of October
[ was called out of my room at the Treasury and introduced to Mr.
Perry and Mr. Williams. That was the first time that [ knew that any-
body was going from North Carolina to the West, They had with them
a paper containing one hundred and sixty names, most of whom were
beads of families who wanted to leave North Carolina and go svmewhere
where they could be in a better condition. They had come here in ad-
vance to get some information as to railroads and fares, and were going
to wait here a week or ten days for mouney. Their idea then was, I
believe, to go to Kansas. I said to them, % Gentlemen, there are a great
many colored people going to Kausas from Louisiana and Mississippi,
and my opinion is that some of them will suffer.” I said, ¢ There are
other States where you can get to much cheaper, and I believe fare bet-
ter.” I meutioned Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, all of which were nearer
to these people than Kansas, and that they could get there much cheaper,
and 1 thought fare better than they would do in Kansas where 8o many
bad preceded them. They said they had thought of going nowhere else
than to Kansas, and that that was where their company had sent them.
They reported that they were reduced to starvation down there in the
South, and some of them were paid only forty and sixty cents a day for
their labor in store orders and all that.

Q. This was Perry and Williams who told you thisi!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much did they say they got a month *—A. From four to six
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dollars a month. They said that was the best they could do, and as
they were starving they had determined to go where they could do bet-
ter if possible, and I suggested to them to go to Indiana. I said to them
that it was not out of their way, and while it may cost a little more to
stop there you may make money out of it. They said, after studying
over the matter, they thought they would do it, and I wrote to Judge
Martindale and asked if they could be furnished with employment if
they stopped there. I heard nothing from him, and these men were still
here a week or ten days after. Then I got a postal card signed by El-
bert, who stated that Judge Martindale had asked him to reply to me.
(1113 simply said to tell these gentlemen to come to Indianapolis, and I
id so.

Q. Repeat the substance of what Elbert wrote to vou.—A. He said
that Judge Martindale had meuntioned the matter to him and handed
him my letter, and asked him to reply to it; and he sent a postal card
telling me to send these two men to meet him in Indianapolis. They
went out there, and in a weck or ten days returned. I was absent at
the time, but I learned that they had been to Indiana and been to
Greencastle. They said that they had seen Langsdale and spoke with
him, and that several farmers had come and talked to them, and said
they wanted farmers on their farms. These were all farmers, I believe,
who went to Indiana, and I was informed that in about, well, a few

- days, they returned with about fifty emigrants. They went with them
to Indiana, and I understood they had got employment in the neighbor-
hood and around Greencastle.

Q. Then, that was the beginning of the tide that has struck Indi-
ana ?—A. Yes, sir; it begun as I have stated.

Q. And you were the directing agent for the movement }—A. It was
with me just as I have stated.

Q. How many men did Perry and Williams say they would deposit
in Indiana?—A. I do not recollect what they said. I have not seen
Williams, I do not think, since; certainly not since I came down to the
depot and saw these emngrants

Q. Are you acquainted with Judge Martindale ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see him ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you haveany conversation with him about these emigrants 1—
A. No, sir, I saw him just a little while in the Ebbitt House. I also
had a conversation with Mr. Cowgill.

Q. Have you had any conversation with any of the members of Con-
gress from Indiana this winter *—A. No, sir; I have had a conversation
with nobody but Dudley, I think.

Q. Did you gsee Dudley here —A. Yes, sir.

Q. When ?'—A. A few days ago.

Q. And bad talk with bim ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he say he still wanted these darkies, and that be was still of
the opinion that the Republican party should take no interest in it ?--
A. Yes, sir; he was of the same opinion, that it should take no interest
in it except as the friends of the colored man; he thought that, as a
party, it should take no interest in the cowming of these people except
as their friends to aid them when they got there.

By Senator BLAIR :

Q. What did he say about the condition of those who were there }—
A. He said they are suffering, and the citizens had raised money and
sent them on to Greencastle.
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By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Do you know the number of those who have gone to Greencastle ¥
—A. No, sir; I know that is the place they strike first after leaving
Indianapolis.

Q. Do you know that there has been great suffering there among
them !—A. Yes, sir; I read that in the Journal.

Q. Dou’t you know there has been a general appeal to the people to
help them +—A. Well, yes, sir. I am mistaken, though, about the Jour-
pal; it was in the Indianapolis Leader that I saw the statement of their
suffering.

Q. That is the colored people’s paper !—A. Yes, sir; it was appealing
to take provisons to them just as.done here in Washingtoun City.

Q. Have you only seen that oue appeal?—A. That is the only one I
recollect.

Q. Have you conversed with any members of Congress this winter
aboat this emigration?—A. I conversed with one or two, and got such
poor encouragement from them that I quit.

Q. Whom did you converse with *—A. I conversed with Mr. Cowgill,
but he said he knew nothing about it, and paid no attention to it.

Q. Didn’t be say he didn’t think it a good thing for the people, and
didn’t believe in it?—A. Yes, sir; I heard him say that; but he said
he believed ten thousand industrious people could find employment
there if they got there, and could support themselves.

Q. Then he seemed in favor of their going !—A. No, sir, [ think not;
I have not seen bim since the regular session commenced, however.

Q. Did you talk with General Brown ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did the General think #—A. He had nothing to say on the"
subject. : ‘

Q. He was non-committal, was he? He was ot anxious for it, and
not particularly against it ?—A. I think if he had been in favor of it
he would have said something.

Q. Whatdid he say !—A. He said it was a matter he bad not thought
anything about.

Q. What number did he thivk could get employment there ?'—A. He
didn’t state.

Q. Arethere any other members here that you have talked with ?—A.,
No, sir; not that I recollect.

Q. Have you seen Langsdale’s paper recently ?—A. I have seen copies
recently ; that is, withiu two wmonths.

Q. Did you see the articles-he wrote as to the use that could be made
of these negroes as voters #—A. No, sir; I never saw anything of the
kind in those two papers; one of the papers was sent to the secretary
of the society that had the statement iu it made by those colored people
as to bow they were doing, and that they would never go back to North
Carolina.

Q. In your opinion, from your knowledge and observation of this
matter, and as a member of this emigration society, how many negroes
do you think should be transported from the South to that State in
order to change it from a Democratic to a Republican State —A. I have
no idea at all to express on that subject. I know there are immense
coal mines undeveloped in that State where these people might be ewm-
ployed at good prices and become good citizens. As to the demand for
labor there 1 do not know whether it was satisfied or not. As to the
nambers needed in the event this were a political movement, that would
depend largely on circamstances.

Q. You have stated that with commendable frankness. Now, I want
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to ask you how far this emigration ought to extend for the benefit of
the colored race and the white race both —A. I do not know, sir, that
any distinction ought to be made. If there is any colored man in the
fSouth that does not like his place of residence he ought to go away
rom it.

Q. And you think if ten thousand colored men want to go to the
North and the railroads will help them, there is no objection to it 2—A.
Yes; I think there would be objections to that. There will always be
objectlons to people being put on the State as paupers.

Q. 1 mean is there any limit, in your opinion, where this emigration
ought to stop 1—A. Yes, sir; I think there would be a limit in Indiana
just as soon as they would be deprived of work. If they canuot live
in the North they should go somewhere else ; if they cannot live in the
South tbey should seek a better home. It they bave friends in the
South and are contented, they should remain.

Q. But you think they cannot get their rights and protection in the
South ¥—A. From what I bave seen in the newspapers I should think
they could not.

Q. But those who bave tried to better themselves are suffering and
have to be relieved by charity —A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have heard nothing from them, bave you, as to their doing
well, except what you bave seen from Perry and Williams ¥—A. No,
sir; not them aloue.

Q. Well, from any others !—A. No, sir; I think they told me some-
thing of it,and I read something in the newspapers. I think those who
bave gone will write home the truth about their condition and try to
induce their ¢ sisters and their cousins aud their aunts” to come out.

Q. You read those statements in the paper, you say. Was it the
Greencastle Banner !—A. Yes, sir; there were statements in there,
whether true or false I do not know, but one of them said he would not
go back to North Carolina for #5300, and another one of them said that
he had employment, a good howe, and a pig aud a cabin.

By Senator VANCE:

Q. You never read anything in that paper on the other side, did you!
—A. No, sir; sometimes I pick up a Democratic paper aud read some-
thing in there, but I do not waste money on them. I do not say that
all I read in a Republican paper is true; some things in the Republican
papers come from Democratic sources. "I read something ina paper of
what the Wilmington Post had copied, in Elizabeth City.

Q. The Wilmington Post, then, testitied on the subject 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see a report of a woman named Maria Bryan, who was
begging her way back, and what she said 2—A. No, sir.

Q. You will never see it either, if you do not read the Democratic
newspapers.—A. I think I would read the paper, governor, if you pub-
lished it.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. Are you the gentleman who was mentioved by Mr. O’Hara when
be stated that sowe one member of the society left it on account of the
political character which was sought to be given to this movement 1—
A. Mr. O’Hara said something about me, I believe.

Q. Had you and Mr. Otey any conversation in regard to this emigra-
tion movement and its political bearings ¥—A. I never spoke to him un-
til after the meeting of that night.

Senator VANCE. I understood it was a speech that you made there.
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The WITNEsSS. Ne, sir; there were no speeches made; some one
asked my opinion, and I gave it.

Q. (By Senator BLAIR.) Was Mr. Otey connected with that society *
—A. No, sir; he was there that night, but I never saw him any more,
and I understood he was opposed to the exodus all the time.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. You stated that you got your information from newspaper reports
about the bad treatwment of the cclored race in the South. Have you
ever read any of the Congressional reports on that subject ?—A. Yes,
sir; I bave read considerable. I have also read some of the Teller
report. ‘

Q. Did that assist you any in the way of information ¥—A. It con-
firmed what I knew and had heard before.

Q. You know there are a number of volumes of Congressional re-
ports upon that subject I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say you corresponded with Martindale and Elbert on this
subject 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you say anything to Martindale abtout any political motive
you bad in assisting these emigrants #—A, I think I wrote bhim as
short a note as possible, as I was in a hurry. I said that these men
were here and 1 thought Indiana was a better State for them to take
their people to than to Kansas, and I asked him how they could get to
Indiana, provided they could get employment; I asked himm what he
thought about it.

Q. And you say he never answered that note?—A. He paid no at-
tention to it.

Q. You heard from it afterwards, though ?—A. Yes, I heard from
Mr. Elbert; be said that Judge Martindale had given him my letter
and asked bim to reply.

Q. You say that Mr. Dudley said he would like to see them come to
the State, bat the Republican party could have vothing to do with it ?
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was the expression of this personal feeling *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Aud he meant to give you notice that the Republican party
would not participate in it !—A. Yes, sir; I so understood it.

Q. You spoke of the suffering ot the colored people who had arrived
in Indiava; what do you know about that !—A. I just say that I saw
the notice in the colored paper there at Indianapolis appealing for help
for these emigrants just as they did when they were here.

Q. That is to say, they had reached there without food or money #—
A. Yes, sir; and they were asking help, asking the colored people, I
think, and calling upon their churches to take care of them.

Q. Do you know of any movement on the part of active Republicans
to colonize these negroes for political purposes ?—A. No, sir; I never
beard of any.

On motion, committee adjoarned to Mounday, 10.30 o’clock a.m., Jan-
uary 26, 1880. .

. FIFTH DAY.

) WASHINTON, Monday, Junuary 26—10.30 a. m,
The committee met pursuant to its orderof adjournment and renewed
the taking of testimony. Present—the chairman and all members of
the committee.
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The taking of testimony was resumed, as follows :
LETTERS TO EMIGRANT AID SOCETY.

O. 8. B. WaALL appeared and presented to the ¢ommittes from the
files of the National Emigrant Aid Society, as per previous order of the
chairman, the following letters and correspondence :

L

DeaR SIR I would like some information in regard to obtaining :? colored man to
work for me. I want a young single man not under 20 or over 35 years A good
Horseman or groom active industrious & honest .

Please give me what light you can and amount of wages expected

I enclose Stamp. ’

Resp’t
C. J. PHILLIPS
- Sugar Grove Pennu

ALLEGENY Co. Ceres N. Y. Jan 5th 1880
JosHuA L. BalLEY Esq.

DEAR SIR: I s8aw your name in N. Y. Weekly Witness in connection with the* South-
ern Exodus” helpers I wish to know if we can get four or five good colored women
for %eneml housework. I want one and some of my neighbors want one each
Would give them good homes at good wages in steady places could arrange to pay
their fare here Want none but honest and steady ones. Will you. be so kind as to
inform me if you can help us in the matter.

I think Icould find good families who would take fifty or more for female help in
the line of general housework is scarce & unreliable here They appear to be anxious
to get away from the South and here is a good place for a large number. There are
a good many colored people around here but they are independent have homes of
their own & do not work out much. If you do not know of any such help & can
give me the address of some one who does please do so. Hoping to hear from you
soon I remain

Yours truly
- J. P. BROTHE M. D.

AtGusT 11877,

We the People of the Sesson Cong. jist nr hav a Strong desier to Emagrant to Kasas
Land where we can hav a home. Reason & why co

1 We hav not our rights in law

2. Labors the old formare masters do not alow us any thing for our labor only in or-
ders an the orders are Shave from 10 cts to 20 or 25 ots on the dollar

3 We hav, not our Right in the Election We are defrauded by onr formar masters

4 We have not no rug to make a honnis an homble living
R5 I:.hire is no use for the )Col( to go to law after thire Right not on out of 50 Git his

ights.

6. tbe KuCluck Rainges in the own ways an Rales.

v 7. We want to Git to aland Where we can Vote an it not be a Crime to the )Col.(
Joters.

8 Wages is very low wages is from $5 to 6 6 and &3 for men

9. Woman Wages is from $1.00 to $2 aud $3. the hist is $4.

10. An near all of the labors hav familys to tak cear of an many orther things we
could mention.’but by the help of God we intent to mak a efterd to mak our start to
Kansas land We had Rather Sufer an befree. than to sufer an be intangele by such
enfamious degrades that are Brought upon us

11. Wags per day is 25 cts an 30 cts a day an your Boad fouund.

12. Wags per day 45 cts to 50 an 60 ots per day an we Boad our Selfs

13. one Grate Reason why we want to get away so Soon we do not want our Census
taken no more in n. c. but in Kansas or in Som orther Places Where we will do as well

‘The Emagrants Reason
REV 8. HEATH

(chur Cham
MOSES HEATH
(Sect
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Delagate
Rev A W Heath man of hon an Good Morial.

Aug 1th 1879 at Kmstore
Cim Lencor Co. N. C.
an if any man wants to hear from A. W, Heath he will answer for him selfe by the
help of God. -

INDIANAPOLIS Dec the 1 1879
Capt. O. 8. B. WaLL

DaRe SiER I arived safte and finde the meny friendes of the Collard Emmergrantes
at worke trying to provide for them they heave all got Homes that are heare and
wall settesfide thay tel me that wood Not gon back to N. C. for the State Mr wall
I wrate Home for sum Money to Coum to wasington in your care please tolock oute
for it. I am very sherte I think I will bee in wasing in a few days the Committy
meates heare to night to tak actien in the good Coyes thaysay theare not going to
bil a fence a Rounde this State to Cape the Coleud people fram Coming

I am as everes yours Respec't truley

C A BCOTT

V.

INDIANAPOLIS Dec 14 1879
MrO.S. B WarLL

DeARE SIER I heave met a greate meny friendes sens I arive heare I heave bin
in Cuunty a lange wayes and meate with suckses I will bee in the Citty D. C.in a
few dayes please luck oute for my Male that will Coum in your care I heave so
match to tel you when I coum thane an a taking good Care of those Emmergrantes
tbat Coum the uther day

Yours truley

C A SCOTT.

*VIL

EGBERT U P. R R. Jan. 13th, 18230.

MrO.S.B WaLL

Washington D. (.

DEAR Sir: My wife wrote you not long since making inquiry for a colored servaut,
& in your reply of Dec. 27th your remark that while you have men & women that
wish homes in the west, vou have not a dollar iu your Treasurary to send any am. You
also suggest that we advance their fare & retain it from their wages. We want two
girls or middle aged women, What can they be sent to cheyenne for, Can they be
sent C. O. D. I suppose you have arrangements with R. R. companies which you can
get reduced rates We have no acquaintauce in Washington & would prefer to pay
their fare if it can Le done Ib the meautime I will see if there are more servants
wanted in the neighborhood An early reply is desired

Very Respectfully

A. MARTIN
VIIL.

FiNpLAY, Out10, Jan. Gth 1530,
Freedmans Rileaf Association Washington D. C. .
Please let me know the proper steps to be taken, in regard to employing Exodusts
Emigrating to Our Western States, what they can be hierd per mouth &c. We want
good farm hands both male & female Please let me know immmediately
ALEXANDER MORRISON
Address Findlay Hancock Co. Obio.

VIII.

WasHINGTON D. C., Dec., 13th, 1379,
0. 8. B WaLL Esq. )
My DEAR SIr Can I bave the pleasure of an interview with you on Monday morn-
ing, please advise me and oblige
Yours Truly
D. W. JANOWITZ
Passr. Agt. B & P Depot.
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IX.

EMPIRR CiTY KaNsas Dec. 30th 1879.

DEAR SIR I have just come from Arkansas where I have been travelling the past
two years and have had an opportunity to see and learn the condition of affairs in
that State. I can assure the real State of the colored race cannot be described on
paper, the oppression and intimidation & deception practiced upon them in every
conceivable way that unscrupulous men can invent. I can give many instances time
and place if necessary

Yours Truly
A C KETCHMAN
Late Editer South Eastern Desoh Mo.

TERRE HAUTE IND.
Mr. ApaMms Esq.
8ec Emigrant aid Society Washington D, C.

DEAR 8SI1R. I am Informed that you are Directly Interested In furnishing To Emi-
grants all Facts necessary to enable them to Select Future homes Which will Prove to
them Both Satisfaction and Proflitable. In this connection therefore I Desier to Place
before you Some of the advantages offered by the State of Indiana and to do so Would
Properly Reqaier to much Space of a Simple Letter I can therefore Present only a
few of the main advantages, and add that I think no other State in the union offers
Greater or Better opportunities to Industrus Persons Seeking an Honst Livelihood then
this State We are Blessed with coal Land that cannot be Excelled by any which Is
known as the Block coal our miners Get from 90 cts. to one Dollar Per Ton and good
miners can make from §2.50 to $4,00 Per day and there Is a greater Demand for coal
then the miners are able to Supply within the last few days I have had applica-
tions for at Least 500 mines and at one mine alone 200 men can Get Work and whether
they have had any experiance or not if they are willing to work they can soon learn
all that Is Required agsin there never was Such a Demand for Fyrm Hands Farm-
ing is all the go In this State as we have Some of the Finest Lands In the World
Farmers do not confin themselves to Raising any one thing the Cheaf Products are
Wheat Corn oats Rye Barley and vegetablesof all kinds as for Rasing Stock of all
kinds never was Better and a great Deal of this Land can be Bonght on Long aud Easy
Terms or can be gotten at on the Shers and Farm hands Get from $15 to $20 Per
month and Board I will Repeat it again there never was such a Demand for farm
Hands and Laborers of all Clases and I will again Repeat it that Indiana offers as
good Inducements to colored emigrants from the South as any State In the union.

Agan I will say that there is no State In the Union that has a better School System
than Indiana we have a Sinkiog fuud of $7,000,000 for School purpos and the Col-
ored People are treated the Same as the whites In these Schools for want of Time I
will close I awm yours as Ever.

J. H. WALKER.

TEkRE HavTE IND Nov 10—79
If I only had a little aid I would Do Lots of good 1 am going to Saint Louis Mo
which Is 165 miles from here and make arrangemeunts there to Get Reefugees to come
.this way but this is a private matter v
w.

XL

TERRE HAUTE IND. Jan 5 1880

CaPT WaLL My Dear Sir I am Directed to write you councerning the colored Refu-
gees Leaving Washington for Indiana I was Directed by Mr Perry to write you
now what I want Is this the First Time you have any of those Peolp e on hand and
wanting to come to this State Please Send me about 15 Families I have Places for
them as Soon as they can Get here and if Such Should be the case Telagraph me
at my Expense What day they will leave Washington for Terre Haute Please oblige

yours &c
J. H. WALKER
Terre Haute Ind.
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TESTIMONY OF W. G. FEARRING.

W. G. FEARRING sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. Temporarily here in the
city.

Q. Where did you formerly reside 2—A. In North Carolina.

Q. What part of North Carolina ¥—A. In the eastern part, at Eliza.
beth. I was raised there.

Q. You are a native of that part of the State ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long siuce you left there to take up your residence here 1—
A. In December, 1877.

Q. What is your occupation at present !—A. I am’'a laborer in the
Treasury Departmeunt.

Q. How long have you been in the Treasury 2—A. Since July 14, 1875.

Q. You may state whether you are secretary of the Emigrant Aid So-
ciety of this city.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You succeeded Mr. Adams !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long since you were appointed secretary ¥—A. I was appoiunt-
ed the 29th of last month.

Q. What records have you of the acts and doings of that society *—
A. I have some of the letters and minutes of the meetings.

Q. Did you bring the records with you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You brought noue of the letters with you ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Where were the letters from principally —A. Some were from
North Carolina, some from Indiana, some from New York.

Q. Could you bring them here at the next meeting of this committee ?
—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And the records of the society *—A. You mean the minutes of the
last eetings ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. Yes, sir; Ican.

Q. I wish you would do so. What interest have you taken in the
emigration movement that caused you to be secretary of the society ;
have you actively engaged it 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what way!—A. In getting up funds to help my brethren to
get away from North Carolina.

Q. You solicit funds for that purpose t—A. Not personally.

Q. How do you do it?—A. I helped to raise them by a concert and
in other ways. A committee of 17 were appointed to get up a concert
and we realized a handsowme sum by that.
¢ Q. That was when these people were stuck here in the city 7—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Have you had occasion to raise any more since that ¥—A. No, sir;
not directly for emigrants. We also got up a lecture for the benefit of
tbhe colored fund.

Q. Do you keep yourself posted as to the number who pass through
here ¥—A. No, sir; for there are a good many who pass that I don’t
know anything about.

Q. You dov’t know anything about it until you hear of it #—.A. Yes,
sir.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. Yon are in the Treasury Department, you say *—A. Yes, sir.
Q. What State are you from ¥—A. North Carolina.
Q. What part of it 1—A. LEastern part of it.
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Q. Are you familiar with other parts of the State 7—A. No, sir.

Q. What is your age ¥—A. I am 27 years old.

Q. You are engaged in promoting the exodus, and you think, of course,
it is a worthy cause; what are your reasons for so thinking Y—A Well,
sir, I think as the people are about to move from the South to the North
to better their condition, it is to our advantage to help them along.

Q. I want to know wherein it is, if at all, to their advantage to move
from the South 7—A. They seem to think the) can better their condi-
tion, and which I thivk they can do.

Q. Give your reasons for so thinking.—A. One is the school facilities
which they will bave in the North. lu some counties in North Carolina
they bave only two months’ school in the year. The proportion of school
fund is about $50 for'some of the counties, and the teachers are com-
pelled to have $25 a month, and that makes only two months in the year.
Another reason is that the farm wages are too low. They get from 30
to 50 cents a day and board, and 60 and 70 cents when they board them-
selves ; servants in families cannot get more than $2 and $3 a month.
of course they have the right to vote, but to a certain extent they are
counted out of that.

Q. How do you understand it is in the localities where these people
go?—A. Do you mean Indiana?

Q. I mean any place. What is the condition there as to schools ?—
A. I think they have school all the year around, except in the summer
months, when there is & vacation.

Q. How is it as to wages !—A. \Wages are better.

Q. How much better —A. A farm hand in North Carolina, I think,
gets 86 and 87 a month ; and I uuderstand from these people who have
gone that they can get $15 and £20.

Q. Do you say you learned tbat from people who have gone there, or
from those who are indacing them to go!—A. I have received letters
from parties who have gone there.

Q. You say you have received letters from parties who have gone out
there, and who are getting that!—A. Well, I take back the statement
as to theletters. I have not received any of that kind, but I get it from
statements that [ saw in the newspapers.

Q. What kind of papers !—A. The Greencastle Banner and Indian-
apolis Leader, copied in the Wilmington Post, in North Carolina.

. Q. Are the Greencastle Banuner and Indianapolis Leader both edited
by colored men ?—A. No, sir; one is edited by a white man and one by
a colored man, I have also read statements in the Cincinnati Com-
mercial to the sawme effect.

Q. Who controls that 7—A. White men control it.

By Mr.BLAIR:

Q. I wish to ask you whether your knowledge of the status of your
people in North Carolina is obtained from personal contact with them
or from your observation at home, or from parties here in Washing-
ton I—A. It is from parties at home, friends of mine asking me to look
out for them. I say that their condition there is so low that they can
do nothing for themselves.

Q. Is there any prospect of any immediate improvement in wages or
the school facilities there in North Carolina }—A. I hardly think there
is.

Q. How has it been there during this period of reconstruction si.ice
the war as to wages?—A. Up to 1867 or 1868 farm . hands got from $1
to 81.25 a day, but that was under a Republican administration. Since



NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES. 95

then they have been going dowu, and now they are 30 and 40 cents a
day.

Q. How is it as to schools 1—A, We had schools six to eight mounths
in the year there. '

Q. And that you say was during the period of a Republican adminis-
tration T—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How bas it been since the Republicans lost control I—A. In some
counties we have schools for two months and in some four. In some of
the counties where there are towns there are six months school.

Q. You spoke of the manner of voting. How is it as to the exercise
of the franchise since the war! How has that privilege been accorded
to your people in practice 7—A. We have got the right to vote, I believe,
especially in the second Congressional district, where the vote does not
seem to do ns much good.

Q. How is that. ?—A. Because, with an 8,000 Republican majority,
we have a Democratic member representing us in the House.

Q. But if I understand you, you do not complain of any actual vio-
lence practiced upon your people in North Carolina ; how is that 1—A.
Well, sir, in my section of country they attempted to organize a band
of ku-klux, and the leader of it came down into my county and went out
to organize his band, and we told them that we were quiet and peace-
able, and we wanted them toatteund to their own business,and we would
attend to ours; and we said, if they organized the ku-klux, that the
first colored man or white Republican who was murdered in that section
we would burn down the town in revenge. That rather seared them
off, and we have bad no trouble there since.

Q. And you prevented the organization of the ku-klux by that
threat 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the ku-klux was not established in your section I—A. No,
8ir.

Q. How is itin other parts of the State?—A. The colored people vote
pretty freely, I believe, since 1869 and 1871.

Q. How has the franchise been exercised by your people since then ?
—A. Generally pretty freely in most parts ot the State, but not in all.
Q. Where 13 it different 2—A. Up in the western part of the State.

Q. What proportion of the colored population live in that part of the
State 1—A. I cannot say.

Q. Now, donot you think, Mr. Fearing, that consideringall the resources
of North Carolina, her climate, and the fact that your people have lived
there ever since the first settlement of the country, that it will be better
for them to stay there, and hope for an amelioration of their condition
through their own efforts and the friendship of the whites, rather than
seek homes further to the north and west, where they are unknown, and
the friendship for them is mostly of a sentimental character I—A. I do
not, sir.

Q. Do you think they have made sufficiently strenuous efforts to re-
move these prejudices, so that they are justified in incurring the dan-
gers and the bardships of emigration ?—A. I think so.

Q. Are they not acting hastily in your opinion ?—A. I think not.

Q. Is there uot a great deal of false information circalated among
them to stimulate this movement ¥—A. I bave not heard of any.

Q. Do you uot know, or have you not heard, of any false reports cir-
culated among them to stimulate a desire to emigrate 7—A. No, sir.

Q. Has your society or have you personally any information from
these men as to their condition now in Indiana?—A. I have heard from
some of them.
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Q. Will you give us the substance of their reports ¥—A. They say
they are getting along splendildly, and never had such a good time in
their lives ; and one man said that he would not go back to North Car-
olina for $500.

Q. What is his condition now, do you know !—A He isliving with a
gentleman out there, and doing well.

Q. In what capacity ?—A. As a farm band.

Q. Do you know what wages he is getting *—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know bow many men are situated out there with the farm-
ers 7—A. Most all of them, I believe.

Q. This man who would not go back for 8500, is he a man of family ¢
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has a wife and child '—A. Yes, sir.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. How long has it been since you lived in North Carolina 1—A.
Since November, 1870.

Q. How long since you have been back there t—A. I was back there
in the late Presidential election.

Q. You were down there then?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. You are in government employ —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you go home to vote ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long did you go before the last Presidential election ¥—A. I
think thirty days.

Q. And you have not been back since that time ¥—A. No, sir. I have
been back since then, but not home ; butI have been in Warrenton, my
wife’s home.

Q. How long did you remain 1—A. About two weeks.

Q. How much time did you spend in Indiana?—A. I never was in
the State.

Q. Nerver in the State at all 7—A. No, sir.

Q. You know nothing of the State t—A. No, sir; except what I read.

Q. Have you read her laws on the subject of public schools?—A. No,
8ir.

Q. Do you know anything of her laudlord and tenant act *¥—A. No,
8ir. :
Q. You know nothing about it whatever —A. No, sir.

Q. And you say you know of no false reports made to these emigrants
in order to make them go to Indiana ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know that they were told that they could get $1.50a day ?—
A. No,sir.

Q. What wages did you hear it stated they could .get I—A. Twelve
dollars to 15 a month.

Q. Twelve dollars to $15 a month and their board 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you see that--A. I saw it in the Greencastle Banuer,
copied into the Wilmington Post, in North Carolina.

Q. Did you ever see these reports in other papers except those you
bave mentioned ?—A. No, sir; except in this National Republican here
in Washington.

Q. What representations did the National Republican make 1—A.
They copied those articles from the Greencastle Banner.

Q. Did you hear it represented that they could get from %2 to $2.50 a
day as coal-miners #—A. No, sir.

Q. You never heard that #—A. No, sir.

Q. Yon say that this man in Indiana said he would not go back to
North Carolina for 3002 What is his name ?—A. I do not know, sgir.
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Q. Do you know where he lives 2—A. No, sit.

Q. Do you know what post-office he wrote from ?—A. I never saw the
letter; I only saw the statement in print.

Q. Do you know where he is living now #—A. I think somewhere near
Greencastle, in Putoam County.

Q. Was his name signed to the statement *—A. Yes, sir; his name
was signed to it as his statement.

Q. But you do not remember the name ?—A. No, sir.

Senator WINDOM. I have a statement here in the paper which seems
to have been made by a professor of mathematics in Indiana.

The CHAIRMAN. In what institution 3

Senator WINDOM. I do not remember.

The CHAIRMAN. This happens to be the portion of a letter from Pro-
fessor McNutt, who was a white man when I saw him last.

By Senator WiINDOM :

Q. You said you did not see the letter, and did not see the man who
wrote it ?
The WITNESS. No, sir. It was marked under the head of “Colored
" emigrants.” .
Q. Sois this letter in the paper this morning.—A. Well, sir, that let-
ter I take to be the letter of a white man.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Is that the letter you alluded to?—A. No, sir; I never saw that
before this morning. :

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. Will you not state to the committee what you want to say about
this colored man{—A. Well, sir, there was a statement published in
the Greencastle Banner in connection with others coming from colored
emigrants, that one of them said he would not go back to North Care-
lina for 8500, and the statement I refer to was under the head of ¢ Col-
ored emigrants.”

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. That letter in the Republican this morning is under the same
head ¥—A. Yes, sir; but that is the letter of a white man, and is not
the one I refer to.

Senator WINDOM (passing a paper to the witness). Do you remember
whether that report of that meeting which is marked there is the one
that you saw ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The substance of the statements published in the Greencastle Ban-
ner is there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Senator \WWINDOM. I will read this statement (reading):

LIFE IN INDIANA—HOW THE COLORED IMMIGRANTS ARE FARING.

CINCINNATI, December 29,

A meeting of negro immigrants from North Carolina was called for Saturday night
in the court-house in Greencastle, Indiana. The purpose of the meeting was to com-
pare experience and interchange views as to the propriety of encouraging the move-
ment. The Democratic sheriff, however, closed the doors of the court-house against
the colored men, and the meeting was not held. Pains were taken, however, by news-
paper correspoudents to gather from the colored men who havearrived since the move-
ment began a number of statements of their personal experience. Greencastle is the
home of Mr. Langsdale, who gnaranteed homes and employment to all who would
come, and the greater number of the new arrivals have naturally located in that vicin-
ity. Of a dozen or more intelligent negroes all oxpress themselves as greatly pleased

7 EX
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at the change they had made. 8aid Willis Statin, ‘I have a good plastered house to
live in, with fiverooms. Me and my family have plenty to eat,and we never had such
good times in our lives. I would not go back to North Carolina for 500. 1 get sixty
cents a cord for cutting wood, and cut from a cord to a cord and a half a day, besides
doing other'work. My wife worked for one of the neighbors yesterday and got seventy-
five cents in silver for it. I have already had more things given me since fcame here
than I bad lost in leaving North Carolina. My family is better satistied than they
ever were before in their lives. I never met as goud white friends in my life. I have
three children, and they will start for school on Monday. I want all my people in the
Soml,ly to leave there and come here. They can do so much better here, and be free-
men.

A dozon others interviewed, without exception, talked in the samestrain. About one
hundred and fifty men, women, and children have so far settled in Putnam Connty.
One thing that pleases them is receiving pay for their work in money instead of store
orders, as they did in North Carolina. Republicans say that plenty of work is still to
be had on the farms in that part of the State. Three men, who wantonly destroyed
clothes of immigrants arriving in Greencastle on Wednesday, were convicted yester-
day and fined, and one of them went to jail.

Q. Have you ever seen this statement ?—A. Yes, sir; I think I have
read the substance of it.

Q. Well, have you ever seen this statement of James A. Stokes in
regard to his coundition and experiences in Indiana !—A. Yes, sir; I
read that letter in the same newspaper.

Q. Did that belp you to make up your mind as to how these people
were getting on in that country ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you read the letter of Colonel Streight as to why he was help-
ing those people and taking care of them #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was another evidence to your mind as to their condition ?—
A. Yes, air.

Senator WINDOM. I will read this letter of Stokes (reading):

[From the Greencastle (Ind.) Banner, January 8, 1880.]
MORE EXODUS TESTIMONY.

LaGopa, (IND.), January 5, 1850.
GEORGE J. LANGSDALE, Esq.,
Editor of the Greencastle Banner :

DEeAR SIR: I read with delight your interviews with various colored men, published
in your issue of January 1, and desire to add my testimony to controvert the false-
hoods that are being constantly published in Democratic newspapers.

1 left Rocky Mount, North Carolina, on the 15th of December last to come to In-
diana, having been told that I could do better here than there. I had thought of going
somewhere to better my condition more than eight years ago, but did not know just
where to go. I could only get from five to seven dollars per month for labor, and was
paid in orders at the store, and had to pay from ten to fifteen per cent. above the regu-
lar prices for goods and groceries, because, a8 was said, the orders were * time orders’—
that is, not payable for some months, they being paid in the fall and spring.

By living with the most stringent economy, on the plainest fare, and working all
the time, I could hardly keep out of debt. Nearly all of the colored people find them-
selves involved in debt from year to year, and are not in coudition to come away,
though they greatly desire to do so; and they are not treated with that respect which
they know is due to them, but are constautly compelled to submit to insolence and
insult, besides being robbed of the just reward of their labor. )

There the color Jmople are not allowed to enjoy their political rights as citizens.
Three Democrats and two Republicans constitute the judges of election at each vot-
ing place, and the two Republicans are usually incompetent, uneducated colored men
who are appointed and forced to serve, though entirely ignorant of their duties and
unwilling to act. The three Democrats control and govern the election and compel
the two Republicans to do as they are bid. These are among the reasons that induced
me to leave North Carolina. )

The colored people having heard of Kansas and the lands there, and the chance to
get homes for ourselves and families, sent two agents to view that conntry and to make
a true report. They came to Indianapolis, and there learned that we could do very
well here, and reported that fact to us. At onoce large numbers of us determined to
leave that inhospitable conntry and seek homes in a land where we could enjoy those
rights which are justly ours. I paid my own and my wife’s fare, all the way, which
was thirty-two dollars, and came right on to Greencastle. I came direct from Green-

A
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castle to Ladoga, and am working for Mr. James H. Harrison, to whom I was cited by
Rev. J. H. Clay, of your city, who very kindly directed me where to go, as I was a
stranger in a straoge land.

Mr. Harrison pays me twelve dollars per month and board, for one year, and provides
myself and wife a good comnfortably furnished room at his house. He also pays Mr.
Ragyford Statin, a brother of Mr. Willis Statin, whose interview I read in your paper,
the same wages, and treats us with great kinduess, like men, and not like dogs, as it
was in North Carolina.

Both myself and Mr. Statin are perfectly satisfied, as are our wives, and I am quite
sure that this is the place that I wanted to find more than eight years ago, where I
can get a fair return for my labor. :

I believe truly that this country is the right one for the thousands of colored people,
living in darkness and under intolerable oppression in the South,to come to, and I
denounce the contrary pesition, as taken and declared by the Hon. Fred. Douglass. I
sincerely thank you for the very great interest you so kindly manifest in the welfare
of my benighted race, and bid you God-speed in your good work.

Yours, most sincerely, JAMES A, STO
. KES.

Senator WiINDOM. Here is another letter which I desire to read in
evidence, from General Streight (reading) :

STREIGHTENED UP—AN EXPLANATION THAT HITS THE BULL'S-EYE AT EVERY SHOT—A
LETTER THAT DOES HONOR TO ITS AUTHOR AND STRIKES HOME FOR THE OPPRESSED.

{Logansport Journal.]
The following letter clearly and sufficiently explains itself :

Hon. CHARLEs KanLs:

My ESTEEMED FRIEND: You have my thanks for sending the Pharos of the 18th
instant. It is surprising to see how a very ordinary transaction in our private busi-
ness affairs can be coustrued by blind political partisans intb a matter of great pablic
concern. The truth is that I sent two colored men and their families, consisting of
some twelve women and children, from this city to my farm in Newton County, where
I am needing some farm laborers. These people had just arrived here from North
Carolina. These are the people referred to by the editor of the Pharos when he says:
“Tell it to the laboring white men of Indianapolis that Colonel Streight i3 stocking
his farm in Newton County with North Carolina negroes.” Certainly, tell it to men
of Indianapolis, both white and black, that I sent these people to work on my farm.
Why not tell them? I have freqnently advertised for farm laborers to go to my New-
ton County farm, and have sent numbers of them there, gave them remunerative em-
ployment, and I still want more, and, so far as I know, there are no idle farm hands
in Newton County. Yes, tell it to the people that I sent two colored men, with their
families, to ny Newton County farm ; and I will add that they are poor and destitute,
but I believe honest and industrious.

Now, friend Kahlo, while I am writing I will add that I have a very kindly feeling
for these poor, destitute, persecuted people, who are endeavoring to escape from a coun-
dition worse than slavery. It will soon be sixteen years (in February next) since I
was making my way from the sume country. That class of people that are now per-
secuting the colored people was then called rebels; and those rebels had orders from
the commander of the prison from which I had escaped to capture me, but not to bring
me back. My life was at stake, but human enduraunce has a limit even when life is at
stake, and this limit was reached when I was on the south bank of the Rappahannock
River, near Tappahannock, after a terrible day of crossing difficult streams, marchin
and hiding from the enemy. My feet were sore; I was worn out for want of sleep anﬁ
starving for want of food. Escape seemed impossible. On the north was the Rap-
pabannock River (near three miles wide), on the east was a deep impassable creek, on
the west was another stream of water too wide and deep to cross without a boat, and
on the south side the rebels had established astrong picket line. It was known b
the rebels that I was somewhere within the space of country above described, whicﬁ
was not more than two miles wide and three or four miles loug. A cavalry regiment,
together with the people, both black and white, with their dogs, had turned out to
hunt all day for my place of concealment. It seems almost providential that I was
able to elude their vigilance through that terrible day. But darkness put an end to
the search and I was left to consider the situation. Up to this time my policy had
been to avoid trusting anybody, and to endeavor to get through the country undis-
covered. This mnst now be changed, for I was in great need of immediate friendly
assistance, and as I had no confidence in the white men of that section of the country,
the black men were my only choice. I started in the dark, through a drenching rain,
and soon found the negro quarters of a plantation,and on entering one of the cabins
I was welcomed by a good, honest Union man, and a friend, though a slave, who had
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been out all day with his master hunting for me. This man, at the risk of his life,
took me into his cabin, procured and cooked a bountifal supply of food, and permitted
me to rest while he joined his master the nexs day in a vigorous hunt for my place of
concealment. Night came again, and the negroes returned to tell of what had been
done, and of the fact that a certain boat, by chance, might be captured, which would
enable me to cross the Rappahannock, and thus escape from my pursuers. The negroes
of this plantation, at the risk of their lives, joined me in capturing the boat, and piloted
me through a difficult stream to the river, and returned to their houses to join in the
search for my whereabouts on the morrow. By their assistance I made my way out of
the reach of the enemy, and my life was spared.

The colored peoplenow fleeing from southern persecution are trying to escape from the
same evil spirit that plunged our country into war; that starved and tortured to death
over thirty thousand Union soldiers; that hunted escaping prisoners of war with blood-
bounds; that since the close of the war has murdered tens of thousands of men and
women for entertaining political opinions favorable to the Union; that has organized
rifle clubs and ku-klux bands to whip, scourge, and murder Union people. I say that
it is from this evil spirit that these poor people are trying to escape, and it was from
the same demon that I made my escape ; and now, remembering the fact, if any man
supposes that I have no sympathy for the refugees he is not acquainted with my dis-
position, for I do not intend to be guilty of tngratitude.

Hoping that the time will soon come when our National Government will protect the
constitutional rights of our citizens throughout the length and breadth of the land,

1 remain, most truly, yours,
A. D. STREIGHT.

The CHAIRMAN (to the witness). Do you know who General Streight
is?

A. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. I suppose, Senator Windom, you will allow it to ap-
pear as admitted that he was a Republican and a member of the State

senate of Indiana ?
Senator WINDOM. O, yes; and I also desire that this article in the
Republican of this morning shall appear as a part of the record (read-

ing):

COLORED EMIGRANTS IN INDIANA.

WasHINGTON, D. C., January 24, 1880.
To the Editor of the National Republican :

Sir: The following of a letter to a gentleman of Washington from Rev. Patterson
McNutt, A. M., professor of mathematics in Asbury University, at Greencastle, Ind.,
will no doubt be read with interest by those who so generously contributed money,
food, and clothing for the benefit of the colored emigrants from North Carolina to In-
diana.

L.

¢ Yours containing an article from the Alexandria Gazette on ‘ The North Carolina
negroes in Indiana,’ is received. In reply I will say I know nothiug, nor can I find
out from others anything in regard to the case referred to of the woman who, when
arriving in Indianapolis, was stationed in a church packed with emigrants of her own
color from her own section, and for three weeks received only one meal a day, and that
a poor one, and who says that the ‘ emigrants were treated like dogs;’ but from what
I do know personally of the treatment shown to emigrants to Putnam County, and
from what reliable colored persons and others who assisted in providing for the emi-
grants at Indianapolis have told me, I can but think that the story of that woman
must have been invented for other purposes than the good of the emigrant freedmen.

“ Before receiving your letter I had been aiding, as far as I was able, in looking up
homes for those unfortunate people. Since receiving yours I have taken pains to in-
quire of several of the emigrants in regard to their treatment since coming, a8 also
how they are pleased with their change, and, so far, I have not found a solitary one
who complains of his treatment, or who is dissatisfied with his new surroundings. On
the other hand I find them, without exception, enthusiastic over their new homes and
prospects. I will mention one example, from which you can jndge all. I took the
daughter of one of these North Carolinans to do the work in my family, and after a
few days the father and mother came around to advise her, and, in conversation with
¢ hese parents, I asked: ‘How do you like Indiana, and how do the people treat you ¥’
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They replied, ‘ We could not be hired to go back to Carolina; would not go back for
£500. The people here, though straugers, already treat us better than the Carolinians
did, with whom we bad spent all of our lives.’ )

“The class of negroes who have come to Putnam Couunty seem to be honest, industri-
ous, -and anxious to find employment, and I rejoice to say that, so far, all who have
come have found homes and employment, and yet the demand for farm laborers and
house servants is not tully supplied.

“I think the cry that these people have been influenced to come here for political
purposes is a base slander. My judgment is that the ‘exodus’is controlled by a
power greater and safer than that of politiciuns, and I only fear that a curse will come
upon our government for not aiding the helpless freedmen to homes.”

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES N. OTEY.

CHARLES N. OTEY (colored) sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Where do you reside, Mr. Otey 3—Answer. 2121 Twelfth
street, N. W, :

Q. How long have you lived in Washington ¥—A. I have been here
about eleven years.

Q. Where did you come from when you came here I—A. I came from
Oberlin, Ohio.

Q. How long had you been in Oberlin #—A. Two years and a half.

Q. Were you educated at Oberlin 7—A.. I entered the freshman class.
I was three months in it at Oberlin..

Q. Where were you born ?—A. Raleigh, North Carolina. Ilived there
until I was sixteen years old.

Q. You went from there to Oberlin 1—A. Yes, sir; I went from there
to Oberlin, and I came from Oberlin in November, 1369, to the Howard
University.

Q. Were you a teacher in the Howard University ?—A. Yes, sir; I
tanght awhile, educating myself the whole time I was in college.

Q. Are you a graduate of Howard University 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of what class?—A. The class of 1873, and the law class of 1876.

Q. Are you a member of the bar in this District I—A. Yes, sir; I am
a2 member, but I am not practicing.

Q. What are you doing now ¥—A. I am teaching and editing a news-
paper. I am teaching near the Howard University, one or two squares
from the boundary line, in a public county school, called the Howard
high school. I am also editing the Argus, which was established last
September.

Q. Is it a weekly paper ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. To what interest is your paper devoted —A. The interest of the
colored people.

Q. You are editing a paper which is advocating the interests of the
colored race1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is your own race, I take it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are a native of Raleigh, North Carolina?—A. Yes, sir; I
lived there 16 years, and I have Leen visiting there every year since—
spending wmy vacations there almost every year, with one or two excep-
tions.

Q. Were you back there last year ?—A. No, sir; but [ was there in
January—this present month.

Q. But you go there pretty much every year —A. Well, every year,
I might say. Some years I may not go; but I go twice a year, gene-



102 NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES

rally—Christmas sometimes, and holiday vacation; and I might say
that I go every year.

Q. Being an editor and a teacher, will you please state to the com-
mittee whether you have made something of a study the condition of
your people in North Carolina?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have been visiting in different portions of the State I—A. Yeg,
gir., When there in the summer I have gone over some sections of the
State, and particularly over this same section from which this exodus
takes place.

Q. Now, in your own way, I wish you would describe the general con-
dition of the laboring people in that part of the State, black and white,
and point out what distinctions, if any, are made between your peopleand
the white people.—A. Well, sir, I last night wrote-out the notes of what
I wanted to respond when called before this committee. I will therefore
give you my statement from my own notes. I was one of the six or
eight who first formed the national emigrant aid society. At the first
meeting I was elected vice-president, and myself alone drew up the con-
stitution. The object of the society, as I understood it, was to give aid
to those who were fleeing from oppression. '

Saint Louis was overcrowded with emigrants from the Sounthern States,
and appeals had been made to all lovers of humanity. The object of the
society was commendable, viz, to do all in its power to raise funds,
either by the personal efforts of its members or by lectures and sub-
scriptions. All the money collected was to be forwarded to those who
were fleeing from the persecution of Southern task-masters.

So far as I know, no member of the society appeared to hold any other
view until Mr. Mendenhall, at the second or perhaps the first meetiung,
made a speech in which he suggested the advisability’ of diverting the
emigrants from Kansas, which seemed to be the objective point of all of
them, and in his speech said that it would be a good thing to send about
five thousand into Indiana as that was a doubtful State in the coming
election. No one at the time objected to this suggestion save myself.

Now, while no man lives who is more devoted to the principles of the
Republican party than myself, yet I was compelled to object to this use
of my people.

I felt that we had been used long enough as tools. I knew that the
former use of us had not redounded to our advantage. In the South, as
one man, we had voted the Republican ticket, and our reward was buck-
shot from the ku-klux and no protection from the national government.
‘We had placed Mr. Hayes in the White House, and as soon as he took
his seat he withdrew from us all the protection we ever had. Hence I
was opposed to the longer use of my people by any political party, and
as soon as I saw that the exodus was to be used politically I withdrew
from the society.

There were others in the society who afterwards expressed the same
sentiments that I entertained, but they remained in the organization.

Captain Wall, Messrs. Holland and Adams told me repeatedly that
there was no political signiticance in the movement, and two of them
urged me to attend the meetings, but I refused.

I was willing with money, voice, and pen to aid the oppressed, but I
could not sanction the movement to send men to States for political par-
poses. In Kapsasthey might acquire homesteads; in Indiana and Ohio
they could not. To the first-named State they had received an invita-
tion, but to the two last named they had not been invited.

Of course all men have a right in this country to go where they please,
and when men know or think that they can better their condition by
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changing their places of residence it is their duty so todo. I am not and
never was opposed to colored emigration, but 1 am bitterly opposed to
the wholesale delusion which has been practiced upon my people. When
the exodus from North Carolina began I was astonished, and being a na-
tive of the State and the editor of a colored newspaper I immediately
wrote to the most prominent colored men in the State asking them to
give to me the cause of this sudden uprising. I could not understand
it. 1 was more than astonished ; I was bewildered. I received answer
from all of them that there was no cause for it ; that the more ignorant
class had been deluded by three men, named Perry, Williams, and Tay-
lor, who by some means unknown to them had been North and returned
with such glowing news that the people could not resist them. An in-
vestigation followed, and it was ascertained that these three men had
been among the most ignorant class of the country people and had told
them that the United States Government wanted thein to go to Indiana ;
that the government would give them money to begin with ; that they
would receive $1.50 per day during the winter, and from $2.00 to $2.50
per day during the spring, summer, and fall.

Some who hesitated were told that they would receive new suits of
clothes at Washington. These men registered the names of those who
consented to go, and charged them from twenty-five cents to two dollars,
according to their ability to pay. These men called meetings in the coun-
try churches, and, with closed doors, so the press in the eastern part of
North Carolina informs us, bound those whom they had deluded to se- .
crecy. ‘

Of course the first batch went, having sold all their worldly goods.
Being few in number they were well received and found immediate em-
ployment in some place designated by parties unknown to the deponent.

These wrote back to their friends and advised them to come, and hence
it is easy to understand the great exodus in North Carolina.

I have met Perry and charged him with everything I have stated, and
he did not deny a word of it. He only said in extenuation that the
money charged for registering their names was for the purpose of pay-
" ing his expenses to Indiana and back.

Now, it is trune that many who bave gone, left because of dissatisfac-
tion. Thelandlord and tenant act works greatly to their detriment, as it
does to poor white men, so I am informed. I havenotinvestigated that
subject. .

They are also dissatisfied with that section of the new constitution
which takes from them the privilege or right of voting for their county
magistrates, county commissioners, and school trustees.

But so0 far as injustice in the courts is concerned they have no rea-
sonable complaint. The colored solicitor in thedistrict from which these
people are emigrating told me not more than three weeks ago that
neither the judges, the officers of the court or juries, made any distinc-
tion on account of color.

It was my pleasure to deliver the oration at the celebration of the
seventeenth anuniversary of the emancipation of my race, at Raleiga, on
the 1st of January instant.

In that city I met people from all parts of the State. I talked freely
with them in regard to the exodus, and all of them were bitterly opposed
to it. Those to whom I talked were not oifice-holders dependent upon
the support of the colored vote—for you must know that only white Re-
publicans hold office in North Carolina—there may be here and there &
spittoon-cleaner or a messenger, bat nothing more, and yet they with
one accord opposed this exodus.
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James H. Harris, the most prominent colored man in the State, a man
who only one year ago went into every nook and corner of the counties
from which these people are fleeing, told me that there was not a parti-
cle of necessity for this exodus.

Osborne Hunter, jr., the editor of the Journal of Industry, who orig-
inated the idea of a colored State fair, and who made it a success une-
-qualed by any State fair in the South, told me that he traveled over
every road and by-path in that section, and he saw no occasion for it.

Hon. James E. O’Hara, who has testified before this committee, and
who lives in the section from which these people come, told me in North
<Carolina that it was a shame. W. V. Turner, who, as editor of the
North Carolina Republican, had been almost everywhere in that sec-
tion, in the interest of his paper, told me that though he had lived in
gany sections of this country he had never seen poor people doing

etter.

Governor Holden, Richard Badger, Col. Ike Young, all prominent
radical Republicans, say that the colored people have no such complaint
as would induce a reasonable person to leave his home.

I might mention a dozen prominent colored Republicans, none of
them office-holders, such as Hon. George Price, Colonel Wassom, who
has lived for years in Wayne County, a county from which so many
have gone, Hon. John S. Leary, Hon. George Mabson, and his brother
William, of Edgecourt, and others too numerous to mention, who are bit-

. terly opposed to this exodus. | In fact, every mtelhgent colored and
white man in the State is opposed to it. Our six colored newspapers
are all fighting it. Every week’s issue of these papers contains lead-
ing editorials on the subject, and I have not failed weekly to say what I
thought on the subject.

‘With malice toward none but with charity for all, I say that the exodus
from North Carolina is a FRAUD.

From some of the Southern States the exodus may be a blessing, but
from the Old North State it is a curse. In saying this we have not in
mind those intelligent men who think or know that they can better their
condition. To such men we would say God speed you and bless you;
but that is not the class which is leaving the State ; it is that ignorant
class which, after it is used, will ask for bread and be given a stone, beg
for a fish and receive a scorpion.

Ilived inthe West for two years and a half,and I never saw in Raleigh,
N. C,, such a poor, ignorant class of colored people as I saw in Oberlm,
Ohio, the paradise of colored people. There were many rich colored
men there; there were colored men doing good business, but the poor
people were poorer than any I ever saw in any town in North Carolina.
Now, this was in their heaven. My God! what will they do in Indiana,
which ap to within a few years had a law on her statute books that a
negro could not live in the State!

In Virginia, if a colored man marries a white woman, both are incar-
cerated in the penitentiary.

In Iudiava, if the same deplorable event takes place, not only the
couple but the officiating minister also suffers,

Now, I am opposed to the exodus from North Caroliva, for the reason
that there is no occasion for it.

Nine-tenths of those who have gone west could give no reason for
their going, and one-tenth said that they left because they were cheated
in their contracts. Is there any assuraunce that they will not be cheated
in Indiana? ' :

In North Carolina the most kindly relations exist between the white
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and colored people. At the last celebration of the day of the Emanci-

pation Proclamation, the whites, all of whom had owned slaves, paid

three fourths of the expenses necessary for making it a success. They

got only did this in Raleigh, but in other places where the day was cele-
rated.

The colored people as a mass are more intelligent than in any
other State in the South. They always had more opportunities for ac-
quiring an education. There are at least five schools in the State where
thgy (ian get a scholastic education, and almost every town has a graded
school.

They have what no other State in the South possesses—an asylum
for the deaf, dumb and blind. A Democratic legislature has appropri-
ated money for the erection of an insane asylum; at present the colored
insane are in the white asylum, than which there is no finer in this
country. ,

The free schools are open for all, and colored teachers are always
employed in preference to whites.

There are numbers of colored lawyers who have made a name at the
bar; doctors who have successful practice; farmers who own their
farms and carry their own cotton to market. Why, Raleigh, a city of
about 13,000 inhabitants, half whose population is colored, has grown
within the past five years to such extent that I could scarcely recognize
my native city. There are more colored people who own their own
houses than there are in the city of Washington. Their beautiful cot- -
tages are to be seen everywhere.

As I beheld this sight I said to myself, why does not the emigration
begin at Washington ?

In one word I say that the cause of the exodus from North Carolina
can be found in the purses of the men who furnished Perry and Will-
iamns with the means.

In my opinion, the time will come when those who have encouraged
this movement will repent in sackcloth and ashes.

Inmy humble judgment, in December, 1830, many colored men who
are now feasting on the lamb in Indiana will be begging for money to
pay their way back to old North Carolina.

And in connection with that, Mr. Chairman, I have two papers which
have been sent to me, and from which I desire to read some. These are
questions which were asked by the editor df the People’s Advocate.

By Mr. WINDOXM :

Q. What paper is that you read from ?—A. The Journal of Industry,
published in Raleigh. It is a paper published by colored people; and
now this is what the editor of the People’s Advocate published here
and said in his paper:

-

[Journal of Industry, Raleigh, January 17, 1830.] "
THE EXODUS.

The People’s Advocate says : :

“ Notwithstanding the protests made in the United States Ssnate and Ly some of the
press of this city and North Carolina, one hundred and seveuteen colored emigrauts
from Goldsborough, N. C., passed through here Tuesday, ¢n route to Indianapolis. Itisa
great pity that ‘these shiftless people’ are thus ¢ duped to leave their howmes for the inhos-
pitable West.” Just wait until the proposed conterence of colored men takes place ;
then it will stop; won’t it, Brother Hunter ?”

To this Mr. Huuter, the editor of the Journal, who has traveled over



106 NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES.

every section of that country in the interest of his paper, as Mr. O’Hara
knows, replies as follows :

In reply to our confrere’s interrogatory, we will state, that so far as the ability
of ‘;the proposed conference "’ to stay the tide of emigration is concerned, we know
nothing.

Having frankly answered his question, we respectfully ask of him a reply to the fol-
lowing, he being an advocate of the movement,and is, or should be, thoronghly ac-
quainted with all the facts connected with it: If any of our mechanics desire to emi-
grato to Indiana they can find plenty of employment on the same building or in the
same workshop with white men, as they can do here; can’t they, Brother‘éromwellf
Or if any of our farmers desire to go, they can become “ monarch of all they saurvey”
on as easy terms as they can and do here? Or if any of our teachers desire to go, they
can find as many schools to teach and as good salaries, ranging from twenty to
one hundred dollars per month, as they can and do here? Or ifany of our lawyers
desire to go, they can find plenty of clients, as they can and do here! Or if any of our
doctors desire to go they can find as lucrative a practice as they can and do here?
And last, but not least, if any of our politicians desire to go, they can find their way to
the legislature and halls of Congress as easily as they can and do here? If the colored
people are once convinced that these things can be done as easily in Indiana as they
can and are being done here they will emigrate en masse; but if the movement is to
be narrowed down to the idea that “I take the turkey and you take the buzzard. or
vou take the buzzard and I take the turkey,” it will continue to meet the oppusition of
the more intelligent colored people; ¢ won't it, Brother ” Cromwell ?

In the same connection, I read a portion of a speech delivered by
James H. Harris, the editor of the North Carolina Republican, prefacing
it by saying that there is a good deal in this which I do not agree with,
tl‘mlf in the main points, as they relate to this exodus, I agree with bim

ully :

IION. JAMES H. HARRIS ON THE EXODUS.

The conference of colored men held in this city last week sat in extra session on
Thuisday evening to consider the exodus movement. After the meeting was called to
order, Col. GGeorge T. Wassom arose and moved that the chairman, Hon. James H.
Harris, be invited to address the conference on the grave and momentous subject
which they bad met to discuss, and in relation to which it was highly necessary to
take wise and timely action. The motion was seconed, and prevailed. Mr. Harris
was then brought forward, though somewhat reluctlantly on his part, and procoeded to
deliver a powerful and convincing speech in opposition to the emigration of the colored
people from North Carolina at this time, and particularly nnder the auspices of those
who are controlling the preseut exodus movement. He did not, he said, wish to be
personal in bis allusions, nor would he be, further than was necessary in order to expose
the dishonesty and wickedness at the bottom of this whole exodus business. There
are in and about Washington City a class of colored men who may be very appropri-
ately described as political deadbeats and panpers. Those men are the self-styled
and self-appointed leadera of their race, and with unblushing effrontery assame it
as their peculiar prerogative to represent the colored people of the whole South.
These are the unprincipled impostors who, with lies on their tongues and base decep-
tion in their hearts, beguiled Senator Windom into offering a bill in the Senate to set
apart a definite portion of national territory for the colonization of the Southern ne-
groes. Then they went forward and organized a colonization society, and scoured
the North, through their agents, to collect money, professedly for the purpose of aiding
the poor, unfortunate negro to escape from the intolerable oppression of his Southern
home. The money raised for this philanthropic object, however, reached their own
pockets and stuck there. Professors Greener, Green, and one Wall, with their coadju-
tors in Washington, are the original promoters of the exodus movement, and vn them
our righteous indignation and censure should be unspariogly poured. Through their
machinations and misrepresentations the seeds of restlessness and discontent have been
sowed among our people,and the exodus is the fruit. These self-counstituted n
leaders, knowing as little about the real condition of the colored masses as a Hindoo
knows of the social status of Europe, have from the first ignored the representative
colored men of the South, and acted with a contemptuaous disregard of their views and
opinions. They apparently take it for granted that we are all an ignorant and creduo-
lous set of fools together, and can be herded and tolled like a drove of cattle whenever
they, in their superior wisdom, shall deem us it instruments to serve their individual
ends and interests. Like the debauched libertine and traitor, Cataline, they have gooe
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systematically to work, and plotted against their race and the good of their country
by seeking to entice from this SBouthern portion of the United States its colored pepu-
lation, merely to replenish their depleted purses, and to gain a doubtful prominence
before the public. ale spurn these men with their impudent and insulting pretensions.
We denounce them as the enemies of their people, and warn colored men throughout
the South against their baseness and falsehoods. We want no intermeddling from such
a source in their affairs. We are competent to take care of ourselves. Whenever our
condition shall become so hard as to be intolerable ; whenever we shall become per-
suaded of the inexpediency and impossibility of our remaining longer among the
Southern whites as free and recognized citizens, we will judge and act for ourselves,
and take charge of our own exodus. We say to Professors Greener, Green, Wall, and
to all others engaged in the nefarions work of deluding the negro by misrepresenta-
tion and falsehood—stop ; hands off ; let us alone. We indignantly resent your imper-
tient interference in our affairs, and ask that you will allow us to manage for ourselves
in ouar own way. You do not represent us, you have no constituency, you have nothing
but impudence, cheek, and cunning, and an inordinate greed for filthy lucre, for which
you would wickedly mislead and basely sell us into the hands of the Philistines. But we
will none of you. Itis war to the knife between you and us, and we will not sheath
our blade until we have forced you down and out from the position which yon have
usurped, and to which you have not the shadow of a claim, and until we have exposed
you to your race and to the country as the conspirators and swindlers that you are.

We readily concede the right of the colored people orof any people to migrate at any
time from one portion of the United Statestoanother. Thisis afreecountry,and the privi-
lege of locomotion from and to any point within the bounds of the Republic may be exer-
cised by our citizens at theiroption. We are opposed to the exodus from this State, not
that any colored man in North Carolina has not the sole and exclunsive right to decide for
himself in all matters concerning his welfare, to select his own home and settle in any

narter of this broad land, but we oppose it, we earnestly advise against it, because
nhose who have become imbued with the spirit of emigration are deluded. They know

ot what they do. They are acting upon a sndden impulse created by lying and

coundrelly agents, who have been, and are now, among them. It cannot be denied
that we have grievances here in North Carolina, the best of the Southern States, which
justify no little discontent and serious complaint. .

The people have Leen arbitrarily deprived in part of their sovereignty. An un-
scrupulous party, in order to entrench itself the more securely in power, has, through
its legislature, enacted odious laws and followed a line of policy destructive of our
long-established and cherished forms of popular government. Our county commis-
sioners, our magistrates, and school committeemen are no longer elective by the peo-
ple, and whatever may be the choice of the latter, they are not permitted to select and
vote for those whom they would have represent and serve them in these several capaci-
ties. These are wrongs which ought not to be borne by a free and liberty-loving peo-

le; nor will we bear them. Yet, we will not flee the State to escape these wrongs.

e will remain here and have them redressed. The honest and patriotic sentiment of
the State, irrespective of race, is opposed to the outrages of the Democratic party, and
there is a strong, determined, and confident spirit abroad amoung us which will make
itself felt at the ballot-box, and which promises our deliverance from Democratic rule
andtyranny. Whileitis very natural that the colored peoplein the eastern counties, who
have until recently chosen all their local officers, should chafe under the changed con-
dition of things, it is one of the wildest and most impolitic schemes for them to
abaodon their homes and emigrate en masse to Indiana as their temple of refuge.

Said the speaker: “I know something of Indiana. I lived there two years. I have
traveled from one end of the State to the other, and I am prepared to say, in all candor
and sincerity, that scarcely a comparison can be made between Indiana and North
Carolina that is not in favor of the latter. Our climate is more genial and health-
ful. Our soil can be made equally as fertile, and is adapted to a far greater variety of
Brodncts; while land, which in Indiana is $60 per acre and npwards, here in North

arolina is 85 per acre and upwards; in every way as desirable, and in some respects
more 80. Wages may be higher there than here, but in the same proportion the cost of
living is higher. In that State of higher latitude the winters are rigorous, and from
four to six months in duration, during which time labor is generally unemployed in
the rural sections, and wages are at & minimum. Here in North Carolina we enjoy, as
it were, perpetual summer; employment can be obtained the year round, aud no one
need suffer for the necessities of life. Who can hesitate in choosing between these two
States, and unalterably deciding in favor of his own upon learning that there are
more beggars in two cities of Indiana—Indianapolis and Terre Haute—than can be
found in the whole State of North Carolina? -

““The cclored people are far more prosperous here than they are or are likely to be-
come there. Here they are better treated, experience greater kindness at the hands
of the whites, enjoy more impartial educational facilities, and, which is more than can
be claimed for Indiana or any other State, have charitable institutious for the un-
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fortunute of their race, established and supported on an equal footing with similarin-
stitutions for the whites. In the face of these facts, to which others too numerous to
mention might be added, what intelligent colored North Carolinian can longer con-
template joining the ill-advised and pernicions exodus movement ? What the people
need is information, and that information the plain and unvarnished truth. They are
being imposed upon and misled. It is the imperative duty of prominent and repre-
sentative colored men everywhere through the State to post themselves thoroughly
by reading, by correspondence, and reflection, and seek by argument, exhortation, and
entreaty to stay the impetuous tide of emigration, which threatens misfortune, suffer-
ing, an’(’l ruin to the hundreds whom it is sweeping along, almost weekly, in its fatal
course.

Mr. Harris’s speech was very elaborate, and the above is only a synopsis. It was
well received, and created great enthusiasm.

By Senator WINDOM:

Q. What conference was this which Mr. Harris refers to ¥—A. The
conference held in -North Carolina, in Raleigh, on the 15th of this
month.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. For what purpope !—A. To consider this exodas.

Q. You say you approve of some of the things stated by Mr. Harris,
and some you do not I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You approve of all that he says about the condition of the colored
people and the folly of the exodus?—A. Yes, sir; I approve of this.
There are a good many things in here that I do not approve of, but
they are things like this, for instance, that he refers to Captain Wall,
that I do not approve of.

Q. Do you approve of what he says in regard to the loss of their
right of suffrage under the Democratic party —A. Yes, sir; I approve
of that, with refereuce to that particular point, the election of magis-
trates. .

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. You are and have always been considered as a straight-out Re-
publican, have you not¥—A. I was always a radical Republican and
am now. -

Q. And you do not consider it necessary to approve of this exodus in
order to maintain your standing in the party ¥—A. No, sir; because I
oppose it they call me a Democrat. If I approve it in Louisiana and
Mississippi then I am all right, and as I oppose this from North Caro-
lina, my own State, knowing that there is no necessity for it, of course
I amn a Democrat.

Q. As I understand you, there are some things, you say, to criticize
in North Carolina 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know of any political commonwealth on the face of the
globe where the same thing is not true?—A. I do not.

Q. Do you thiuk, despite the truth of these things,that it is better
for the colored people to remain there in North Carolina than to go to
Indiana or elsewhere ?—A.'1 think it is better for them to stop there. I
think North Carolina is a Republican State, and since Governor Vance
has come up here to the Senate I do not think there is any man in the
borders of that State that can carry it against the Republican party or
against Sam Phillips, who is its best representative.

Q. You think Governor Vance is a strong man, then !—A. Yes, sir;
he is the strongest man in the State.

Q. And Mr. Phillips is the strongest man with the Republicans1—A.
Yes, sir; he is the strongest man with the Republicans.

Q. What is the secret of Governor Yance's strength {—A. Governor
YVauce has treated the colored people better than any man who was
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ever Governor of the State. He gave them their normal school. I
know that when on the stump he told them not to vote for him, as he
was a Democrat of the very worst sort, and two days after he was elec-
ted he made a speech and promised them their school, and in a few
months afterwards they had it. He can carry the State against any-
body down there, Democrat or Republican, and I do not think anybody
else can carry it Democratic, now that he is here in the Senate.

Q. You think you have enough votes in the Republican party to carry
the State down there 3—A. We have more white and colored Republi-
cans there than there are in any other State South; we have 80,000 of
them.

Q. The composnlon of the Republican party is largely colored ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And they dictate the policy of the Republican party !—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And the Republican party, you think, being in perhaps a majority,
will be strong enough to enforce a liberal policy towards the colored
people I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, beyond that—of course I am a Democrat and I expect you
to speak from your own standpoint as a Republican—but I ask you to
take Governor Vance; has he not a following in his party favorable to
the colored people, and to giving them a fair chance with the white peo-
ple 1—A. Yes, sir; or else he would not have given us the normal school.
We also have an asylum for the deaf and dumb ; it is not as large as
the white asylum, but it is just as fine, and that was given to us by Gov-
ernor Vance.

Q. You edit a paper and take all the colored papers from all parts of
the United States, do you not? Do you know of any other State that
does as much for the colored people *—A. I do not know of all that has
been done by the States, but there is a school in Missouri at Lincoln
Institate, and that I believe is the only one outside of North Carolina
that I know of, provided by a Democratic legislature. '

Q. Isn’t it true that they have not such a school in Indiana #—A. Not -
that I know of; and that is given by a Democratic legislature.

Q. That school in North Carolina was given by a Democratic legisla-
ture I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And by and through the advice of a Democratic governor 3—A.
And the insane asyllrm was built, I think, since Governor Vance was
elected.

Q. That was done by a Democratic legislature ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And there is a provision made now to build a second insane asy-
lum !—A. Yes, sir; down at Goldsboro’.

Q. It is in process of erection 3—A. Yes, sir; I think it is. :

Q. The United States Government does not give the colored people a
separate insane asylum here, does it —A. No, sir.

Q. You say that you have a deat and dumb asylum in the course of
operation there *—A., Yes, 8ir; it is as fine a building as there is in the
United States, and the children and teachers are all there and doing
well.

Q. What party gave that to the colored people?—A. The Democratic
legislature.

Q. And taking all that into consideration, you think it would be
better for the colored people to stay in North Carolina than to go to
Indiana 3—A. Yes, sir; that is what I thought, and that is the reason
I opposed their going to Indiana.

On motion the committee adjourned to Friday, January 30, 1880, at
half past ten o’clock a. m.
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SIXTH DAY.

WASHINGTON, Friday, January 30, 1880.

The committee met, pursunant to its order of adjournment, at 10.30 a. m.
Present, the chairman and all the members of the committee.
The taking of testimony was resumed as follows :

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES N, OTEY.

CHARLES N. OTEY (colored) recalled.

By Senator VOORHEES :

Q. Before passing you, Mr. Otey, over to Mr. Blair for the purpose
of cross-examination, if there is anything that has occurred to you since
yvour examination in chief which you desire to offer in explanation of
vour testimony, you have the opportunity now to do so.—A. Yes, sir;
1 do desire to make an explanation. I read from the National Republi-
can of Wednesday morning, January 23, 1880 ; it is an editorial; itisa
very lengthy one and I read only that part that refers to me and my
testimony.

“ We notice that a colored citizen named Otie”—

Now, this man who wrote this article knows me as well as anybody
in this room, as well as I know myself or anybody else, and yet he
spells my name wrong, ¢ Otie”; he knows my name, for I have written
over fifty articles for that newspaper—

We notice that a colored citizen named Otie has given evidence which has made the
Democrats somewhat hilarious, but when Senator Blair shall have got through with
shaking his testimony up and cleaning the wheat of truth from the chaff of nonsense
and folly with which it is mixed, the yiedd of wheat will be too insignificant to be
worthy of consideration. Mr. Otie may be a very good-intentioned sort of person, bat
his testimony, so far as it has come to our notice, appears to be of the hack and coal
order, which is marketable at cheap rates. He undoubtedly intended to tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, but the reason given for changing position
on the exodus is a little too thin to bear with much weight upon the question. It
looks as if it had been made to order, and he had undertaken to peddle it out for
Democratic delectation. We may refer to this again when his wire is fully run from
the reel and Senator Blair shall have got through with straightening out his entangle-
ments under a close and rigid cross-examination.

I desire to answer that, for I prefer not to be misrepresented, and so
I answer it from my notes: ’

The National Republican intimates that I was coached for the occa-
sion when 1 testified before this committea, In answer to that, I say
under oath that I have not talked with a Democrat either on polities or
the exodus since the summer of 1872.

The same paper intimates that I was bought up. In answer to that
I will say that there is not enough money in the United States Treas-
ury to buy me. I know that Republicans very frequently sell oat, and
I doubt not that the editor of the Republican was honest and meant
no harm when he intimated that I had engaged in a business so com-
mon. :

The difference between my Republicanism and his is this, viz: he
has been well paid for all the service he has rendered the party, while I
have never made one cent out of politics, though I have worked hard
for the party all my life.

1 have never asked for governmental position and never held one.

I have great respect for Mr. Clapp, and will do him the justice to say
that had he known me better he would have insinuated less.
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His assistant, Col. E. P. Brooks, knows well that no more radical arti-
cles were ever written for his paper than those I have written.

I have never wavered in my devotion to the principles of the Repub-
lican party, but I love my race more than I do party. 1 bave no objec-
tion to Indiana going Republican in the coming election. I wish that
all the States in the Union would go that way.

I object to deluding the ignorant people of my race. I object to the
carrying them in the midst of the winter. like so many hogs or sheep to
a State that I have always considered the worst in the Union for col-
ored people.

Why, in the dags of slavery there was a law on the statute-books of
that State that forbade the entrance of a negro within its sacred pre-
cincts, and I believe that so far as action by the legislature is con-
cerned the law bas never been repealed.

‘Within the past two years a negro outraged a white prostitute in
some town in that State, and the whole white population arose as one
man and drove from the town every colored person that lived in it.
Governgr Williams had to call out the militia to put a stop to the whole-
sale persecution of my race. This information I got from the news-
papers of both political parties.

It may be well and good for men who make their living out of the
party, to abuse me because of my opposition to the use of my race. I
am a Republican because I believe in the principles of the party. I am
opposed to the exodus from North Carolina because I am a negro.

The National Republican also says that there was much nonsense in
my testimony. I ask this committee to summon from the old North
State J. H. Harris, Osborne Hunter, jr., B. J. Edwards, W. V. Turner,
and Stewart Ellison, of Raleigh, N. C.; Col. J. T. Wasson, of Golds-
borough ; George Price, jr., of Wilmington ; also, Col. George Mabson, of
the same city ; William Mabson, of Tarborough—all radical colored Re-
publicans—and if they do not corroborate every word I have said, then,
with Jim Aunderson, I am willing to go down in history as the greatest
liar of the age.

1 almost forgot to state that I did hold an office in North Carolina for
two years, during which time 1 was teaching school and studying law
here in Washington. It was not the office of Government Printer; nei-
ther was it any other sinecure. I was, in 1873, elected, while on a visit
to my native city, school trustee for the township of Raleigh—that was
only a fiduciary trust. I wish that all men would act as honestly as I
did during those two years. I never saw a dollar, for there was no dol-
lar to be seen. I appointed all the colored teachers, and they taught
faithfully, knowing that when old Wake was able they would be paid.
They were paid, but I was in Washington and could not get a percent-
age. 1 did, though, receive a good deal of abuse; for, unwittingly, in my
appointments, I appointed no denomination but Methodists and Episco-
palians. Now, I was a Methodist, and my oldest brother’s wife was a
member of the Episcopal church, and, consequently, all the other de-
nominations spared mng not for two years.

Now, God kuows that I made the appointments solely on account of
the merit of the applicants, as shown by the certificates presented to me
by the examiner. I have never desired a public office since.

Mr. Clapp seems angry because, as he says, the Democrats were hila-
rious over my testimony.

Now, I cannot help that. If the truth makes a man happy, I think
that the one who told it ought to be honored, not vilified.

In the last part of his editorial he seems to threaten me. That has
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been tried on me before and would not take. ILet me say to him that I
am as honest as he and as good a Republican as he, without expectation
of reward. He knows about as much of the condition of the colored
people in North Carolina as he does about the pearly gates of the New
Jerusalem.

Here before this committee he testified that he knew but little about
the exodus, having only acted as treasurer. I believe every word that
he said, because I believe him to be an honest and truthful man.

Why should he question me—a man identitied with the race, most in-
terested in this exodus? Three years ago, as associate editor of the
People’s Advocate, I wrote and published there editorials in opposition
to the Western emigration from the South of the people of my race. I
did this at a time when there was no stampede—when there was no ex-
citement and no exodus. Outside of my duties, I study nothing but the
interests of my race, and I think that I ought to be allowed to express
my views without being abused by anybody.

Avre colored men to be denied a privilege which all other races enjoy !
I consider that man a scoundrel or a fool who willfully traduces another
because of the honest expression of his opinions.

Free speech is guaranteed by the Coustitution of the United States,
and by the help of God I intend to take advantage of that amendment
80 long as I live. From the beginning I have opposed the exodus from
my native State. I have had no selfish motives, for the people who
have gone West went not from the section in which I live or expect to
live. I have consistently opposed it for what I consider the good of
my race and my party. '

1t this be Democracy then let my enemies make the most of it.

I also desire, in talking about what my testimony is based upon, to
read an article published December 9, 1879, in the Raleigh Republican,
taken from the Roanoke News:

ENFIELD, N. C., Dec. 15, 1879.
Editor Roanoke News :

Sir: In your issue of the 11th inst. I find the following paragraph: *‘ According to
James E. O’Hara’s speech at the industrial fair recently%wld at Raleigh, the colored
people in Halifax County own thirteen thousand acres of land, &c.”

Many persons question the assertion, and regard it as a mere ipse dixit of mine, upon
which it would be, to say the least, a great presumption to give credence.

Not desiring to startle those who can see no good in the colored man, nor make the
credulous uneasy, I told only of part of the colored man’s acquisition in this and ad-
joining counties, but now refer you to the list of the county for the year 1378, where
you will find the fact by townships to be as follows:

Acres
Brinkleyville township... oo oo e e, 2,609
Butterwood township. ... vmee caen i i iiee ittt iteciitctcenccaaae cane 22
Caledonia toWDShiP . oo veeme i i iie ciie i ciit e 1,186
Conocanarie townBhip ..o ooe oo ae it e e iii et iicer e et 628
Enfield township....ccioee ool haaanaas ceeteerntteeenn canaas 2, 006
Faucetts toOWnShIP . cee ceicae iiieae ieaeee ittt iecec e tcnccs e canans 216
HalifaX township .o e it it iiieitiiaaecee cen e 3,458
Littleton township . oo oo i e i et cee e 2,479
Roseneath towWnship .oe. cemeaecaee e it iiiie it vecece tecccnccnae cane
Palmyra towWnBhip .o oot et it et e it ceecerciitenen e 2,228
Weldon townsShip ..o caeen tiiit e ciemeiiiiiee ceee ceeiciacnen reea e . 769
0 Y o 16, 601

Nor is this the full amount with which the colored man is entitled to be accredited,
because, after a person arrives beyond the age to pay a poll tax, there are no means by
which you can tell from the tax list to which race he belongs, thus in collecting the
fact we are obliged to take those only who are not above the poll-tax age (tifty years),
unless it be those personally known to be colored, aud my memory of names being
quite deficient, but a few are added to those listing a poll.



NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES. 113

The above does not include the many acre and half-ucre lots owned by colored people
in the suburbe of Enfield, Halifax, Scotland, Neck, and Weldon, nor does it include
new town lots in Enfield, with' snbstantial, comfortable houses erected thereon, sur-
rounded by gardens showing taste and some culture, and a decided air of health and
contentment. Thirteen town lots in Halifax and at least twelve in Weldon, valued in
the aggregate thousands of dollars.

While spaakin,i of Enfield it is but just that I should state that the greater portion
of those owning lots with comfortable houses within the corporate limits are indebted
to the kindness of James H. Parker, es(., who, after selling them lots, provided work
whereby they might, in an easy manner, procure and pay for their homes.

Among his many kind and good deeds, silently yet timely administered to the
colored Ee’ople, none, I dare say, can give him more real pleasure than the conscious-
ness of knowing that, through his kindness, many worthy merchants are now able to
sit around their own fireside, and for his acts of kindness he has the love and respect
of the colored people that know him.

The colored people in acquiring land are not contented at this alone, and a day’s
ride among these people in the country would satisfy the most skeptical that their -
fariis ave in & good stato of cultivation, well stocked with horses, mules, cattle, and
the modern implemonts of agriculture, and the exhibition at the industrial fair has
at least taught maoy that not only in agricalture and mechanics, but also in the fine
arts, the negro’s sun in North Carolina is above the horizon and steadily advauocing,
regardless of dark clouds and rude storms, to a splendid meridian.

All that was said of the counties of Nash, Warren, and those adjacent, in the ad-
dress will easily Le verified in the same manner as the assertion about the lands owned
in the county of Halifax. .

I regret that newspapers often speak of the colored people as ¢ a shiftless, improvi-
deut class of our population,” when the above showing has no parallel in history,
added to the farther fact (painful though the admission may be te our white friepds)
that the colored people of the State are far ‘“ahead in the acquisition of property,
knowledge, and culture of that class known as poor whites” in ante-bellum days; and
it is no idle Loast when we say to our white brethren, look well to your laurels or
your boasted superiority backed by two thousand years of advautage, may vanish
like the mist before a bright summer’s sun ere this people shall celebrate its centen-
nial jubilee of liberty. Regardless of Emigration Aid Society, Kansas Pacific Rail-
way agents, county boards of canvassers, who subvert the will of the people and send
the defeated candidate to the national legislature, while they strain at a gnat and
swallow a camel; the bulk of the colored people will remain in North Carolina, shar-
ing in common with other citizens her weal or her woe, building up her waste places
and assisting her to take that rank among her sister States of the American Union
that she is eminently deserving to take.

A slight glanco backward at the past decade will show even to the most casual ob-
server that the negro in North Carolina and the majority of the Southern States will
not have to compete iu the race of life with the sturdy son of Erin’s isle, the keen-
witted S8cotchman, the money-saving German, nor in fact any of the European emi-
grants annunally throngiug our shores, for before the pleasant “ Westward ho” shall
have Jost talismanic sweetness to the ear and heart of the foreign emigrant, our waste
places shall have been bnilt up, and hill and dale smile as they acknowledge and pay
tribute to the colored man’s ownership. Another fact in this connection worthy of
potice is, that not even with the heirs to ancestral estates will the colored
man long have to coutend for its ownership or fight in his effurts to acquire
title to Lroad acres or fertile fields, for it cannot Le denied that a majority
of our white young men flee the farm as though pestilence aud death held
high carnival there; and, whether obtained by device, gift, or marriage, farms are
often deserted, their young owners acting in many instances as though they felt it
more honorable to be allowed to say small nothings to or smile at the belles of fashion
from behind a yard-stick, at a certain monthly stipend, or more profitable to deal out
liquid poixon to the thoughtless and unwary, than to be an independent farmer or me-
chanic, while huudreds seek professions and occupations leading to fortune and fame,
but pever reaching the goal, and lands thus abandoned must in the very nature of
thing~ fall in the possession of the colored man, who is desirous of obtaining it when
that desire is coupled with the means or other ability to pay for it.

And yet another cause why the colored man will remain bere and increase in wealth
and assist in building up the State as he builds himself up: In Eastern North Carolina
the most valuable and productive lands are the swamp lands and river bottows, which
to properly drain and ditch would impoverish their present owners, who must either
allow them to lie waste, taxed without yielding profit, or sell them on easy terms to
the colored man, who alone is not afraid of their miasmatic influence, and who, by his
own brain and sinew, will ditch, drain, cnltivate, and cause the same, now useless, but
fertile, land, after a few years, to smile beneath a golden harvest.

In face of the foregoing facts we must weld and strengthen the bond of sym-

8 EX
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gst.hy and kindness now existing between the white and colored people, and if possi-

le make it firmer and more durable. A higher reegect by both must be given to every
bargain and aﬁreement made, contract must be faithfully executed by both parties, an
earnest effort by all to make each other feel and realize that fact that we are, by no
act of our own, but by the decree of God himself, destined to inbabit together, whether
for good or evil, this fair land, and that whether it be good or ill we,and we only, are
the makers thereof.

Those who have accustcmed themselves to look at the negro only from the dark side
of the Picture, often say, * If the negro would only stop stealing I would tolerate him
better,” meaning by this pseudo sympathy not an individual, but the race. I will say,
that while I neither excase, justify, nor apologize for the colored man who steals or
commits crime, you cannot judge the entire race by these few, nor can you hold the
race responsible. Can you judge the entire race of Jews by a Fagan or Shylock?
Certainly not. Do you judge the white race by its Tweeds, its bank robbers, its de-
faulting presidents, treasurers, cashiers, its midnight burglars, and myriads of thieves
and rogues ! Certainly not. Then justice demands the samne measurement and judg-
ment for the colored race ; nothing more nor nothing less.

‘With all the parade and oblm}uy cast upon criwes committed by the colored people
in this and adjoining counties, I venture the assertion that there is no place in the
American Union, or elsewhere, where high crimes are less, in accordance with the pop-
ulation, than in Eastern North Carolina.

To the colored people 1 will say you have done well in the past ten years, bat you
can and must do better in the future. March manfully up the path of duty until you
reach the zenith ; work hard and untiring; hold and save fur old age all you acquire by
honest toil; educate your children; improve the morals of your societies; shun grog-
shops; and by the aid of God, who has helped us thus far, nothing can prevent us
from enjoying a bright and prosperous future. )

JAS. E. O'HARA.

By the CHAIRMAN

Q. Have you entertained other views than these1—A. I have not.

Q. You have always expressed the same sentiments with reference to
the exodus movement ¥—A. Yes, sir. I went into the Emigrant Aid
Society, as I thought, to aid those people who were fleeing from persecu-
tion in the South, and I said I would go into it for no other purpose.

Q. Have you any views of your own, expressed at any other time,
wbich you desire to put into the record ?—A. I have an article which I
published, and which was republished in every part of North Carolina.

Senator VANCE. I think it would be fair to the witness it he would
just say that he has held the same views all the time, and that on other
dates previous to this he bad written certain articles expressing those
views, and giving the dates. )

The WirNEsS. This article was written before there was any move-
ment made to investigate the exodus movement, December 13, 1879, I
wrote it myself, and it is headed ‘A Great Shame.” It was at the time
some of these men came to this city for the first timne. I did not con-
sult anybody about it, but I wrote the article of my own volition ; and
while I think a great deal of Mr. Wall and these other gentlemen per-
sonally I caunot agree with them about this movement.

By Mr. WINDOM :

Q. Are we to understand, Mr. Otey, that all that you have stated agd
read here is sworn to by you?—A. Yes, sir. )

Q. You make these extracts and all a part of your oath. Before I
come to the papers you have quoted I want to ask you a few general
questions. How Jlong bave you lived in North Carolina?—A. I lived
there until 1 was 16 or 17 years old.

Q. When did you leave there?—A. In 1867 I left there—in August.
1 was born in 1851.

Q. Where did you go from there?—A. To Oberlin, Obio, and staid
there until 1869. I entered a class there and staid in it three months.

Q. When have you been back to North Carolina !—A." Sometimes



NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES. 115

each year in vacation ; sometimes every two years in vacatious, and in
January, which would make it average every year. I generally go in
August and stay through the summer, and then go back at Christmas.

Q. When were you there last 2—A. The 31st of last December.

Q. At whose invitation did you go?—A. By the invitation of the
whole people of the county of Wake to deliver the address on the day
of the celebration of the emancipation proclamation. .

Q. What was the subject of your address}—A. What the colored
people had already achieved and what they ought to do for further
progress.

Q. Was the exodus the subject of it ?—A. No, sir; I spoke not a half
minate on it.

Q. You said you were invited by the whole people of the county ;
what do mean by it3—A. I mean that the colored people who came to
the court-house to a meeting elected me unanimously as the orator of
the day.

Q. Did they pay yvour expenses there —A. No, sir; I paid my own.

‘Q. Did you say anything in your address to discourage the exodas ?
—A. No, s8ir.

Q. Had you any letter from anybody on that subject 1—A. No. sir.

Q. Nothing of that kind was embodied in your address *—A. No, .
sir. This was the third time I had spoken there on a similar occasion,
aud while I was there I spoke to parties all the way through the State
from every part of it, not on this subject particularly.

Q. What you said on the subject of the exodus, I suppose, you wrote
after you got there I—A. Yes, sir; that morning before I made my ad-
dress.

Q. Did you oppose the exodus from North Carolina ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you favor it from elsewhere —A. Yes, sir; wherever they are
oppressed.

Q. Do you know that it is avery insigniticant affair in North Carolina
as compuared with what it is from other States?—A. No, sir. I know it
has not stopped there yet.

Q. Taking it up to the present time, how many do you think have
gone from North Carolina?—A. Well, sir, I think 3,000 people are a
pretty large number to pick up and leave a State without cause.

Q. Do you know that 3,000 have gone ?—A. Somebody said so here
the other day, that there had beeun 2,500 or 3,000.

Q. Do you know that Captain Wall said afterwnrds that he did uot.
know that that was trne I—A. Yes, sir; but that went into the news-
papers as the substance of his testunom

Q. Did you hear the railroad agent testify as to the number who
have gone from North Carolina +—A. I heard him testify when he said
he would take as many as wanted to go to Indiana, and then would go
out there and bring them back again.

Q. Did you read bis statement in which he said there were not 200
men that had gone !—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you bear him say he had sold all the tickets, and that the
whole number would not exceed 764 men, womwen, and children; and
when cross-examined he said 200 would cover the entire number of men
who had gone ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Where did you get your information that 3,000 had gone?—A.
From what Captain Wall said. I did not hear all of his statement, and I
only took it from what I saw in the newspapers.

Q. Well, from what this railroad agent said, do you think itis a
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startling political movement !—A. I have not given my opinion as to
that.

Q. Now, you say it is a great political movement, and that that fact '
drove you out of the Emigrant Aid Society ; now, this agent has testified
that he sold all the tickets, and that there are not 200 men who have
gone to Indiana, do you think that a very startling political matter +—
A. No; I do not think so.

Q. Do not you think thus far it is very insignificant as compared with
the movement from other States of the South, Mississippi and Louisi-
ana, forinstance ’—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do youknow that these colored people are not oppressed in North
Carolina 1—A. I know they are not, and if I had the money I would go
down there into every city and township and advise then not to leave
North Carolina.

Q. You stated in your testimony ¢ that it cannot be denied that we
have grievances ”; if that istrue, whatarethey *—A. Well, perhaps this
landlord and tenant act is one of the grievances. I do not know to
what extent it might become such, for I have not examined it, but the
colored people think it bears bard on them in sowe respects ; and imme- -
diately after Governor Vance was elected the constitution was changed
s0 as to give the legislature the right to appoint the magistrates in all
the counties; and here,in a county where there are 1,200 or 1,500 Re-
publican majority, all the courts are in the hands of the Democrats.
The legislature, being Democratic, appointed Democratic magistrates in
those counties, and they appoint county commissioners, and they select
the school commissioners in all the townships. The colored people,
having bhad the right Lefore that of electing their magistrates, felt -
aggrieved at this change. The colored people, baving had and ex-
ercised the right of suffrage for only a few years, felt aggrieved . at
baving it taken away. I have talked with them about it, and that
is their feeling. Now, a question was Lrought up here the other day
about the defeat of Mr. O’Hara for Congress and about votes being
thrown out; but, as I understand it, in most of the counties where that
was done, it was done by these Republican supervisors.

Q. Are these the only grievances you have heard ot?—A. No, sir; I
have met several men, some of them very intelligent colored men, in
Captain Wall’s office, who said they were cheated in their bargains.
Ogre of them said he had bought a farm and agreed to pay $2,000 for it,
and after paying 81,800 on it, he found that it did not belong to the
wan from whom he had bought it. 1 told him he ought to have gone
to the court of record and learned the facts, but that I thought he was
more likely to be cheated in Indiana than he was in North Carolina.

Q. You seem to have a poor opinion of Indiana 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. If these people do go to the Western States, where would you ad-
vise them to go ?—A. Where they can get lands from the government
at $1.25 an acre, and where they can live in peace and comfort on their
own property. If they could be directed to some such place as that, I
would work for it myself,

Q. Well, from youropinion of Indiana, I am afraid you think it is a
poor State, and your testimony would destroy the white emigration ¥—
A. No, sir; 1 hardly think it will. The colored people, you know, can-
not compete with the Germans and Irish as laborers.

Q. Did you know of any discriminations in the administration of jus-
tice in the courts *—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of any *—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you cver hear of a case in Greensborough where a colored
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man stole 75 cents and was sent to the penitentiary for five years ?—A.
I do ot know ; it may be possible. They have a law in North Carolina
like they have in Virginia to punish petit larceny, but they have no
whipping-posts like they have in Delaware.

Q. Do you think a white man would be sent to the penitentiary for
five years for stealing that amount of money *—A. Yes, sir. I tell you
there was a man down there who stole a knife from another man ; it was
during the war; but it was after the war when he was brought up. He
was convicted and taken to the public whipping-post and whipped for it.

Q. What year was that I—A. I do not remember, sir, now.

By Senator VANCE:

Q. Who was governor at that time ¥—A. I think Governor Vance,
Senator. I say they whipped a white man so they could get a chance
to whip about five hundred negroes. They whipped many of them
afterwards.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. You think they took up and whipped a white man so as to justify
the whipping of about 500 negroes ¥—A. I think so.

Q. Do you think a State where they whip one white man so as to get
an excuse to whip 500 negroes is a good place for a colored man to live
in!—A. No, sir, I do not; but that was at another time. The State
was under martial law, and Colonel Mumford was there. He came out
with the troops, and demanded the stopping of this whipping. I said
they bad been doing it for some time, and he wanted an end put to it.
lJugg(.’akl“owl was judge of the court at that time, and that was in 1865,

think.

Q. Do you think that Republicans take delight in the whipping of
colored people —A. No, sir; I do not say that. ‘

Q. I read another statement here from a North Carolina paper again.
At the fall term of 1879 of the circuit superior court a colored man
pamed Crutchfield was put on trial for stealing an old spade. The evi-
dence was of such a character that the judge cbharged the jury in favor
of the prisoner, but in defiance of the charge they brought in a verdict
of guilty. The judge, who was anxious to be the Democratic candidate
for governor, though he had charged the jury in favor of the prisouer,
did not besitate a moment to sentence him to the penitentiary for two
years, Did you ever hear of that ?'—A. No, sir; I never heard of that.

Q. You never heard of any of this sort of thing, and yet I havea
large number of them cited here 7—A. No, sir; but I will say that 1
see the colored men who are in the penitentiary are treated the same as
the white men. I say for some classes of crimes they are all convicted
Just the same. Up North they do not send people to the penitentiary
for petit larceny, but they do down there. I believe myself, as a Re-
publican, that the law was made for the purpose of disfranching colored
wen. If a colored man steals a chicken he is pretty liable to be sent to
the penitentiary..

Q. You think the law is made to disfranchise the colored man 3—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that statement includes North Carolina ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are they disfranchised when they are sent to the penitentiaty >—
A. Yes, sir; it they are sent to the penitentiary, uuless they are par-
doned out, it takes away their right to vote; but the trouble is that
You can hardly tell one from the other, and they go off somewhere else
and vote all the sawe.

Q. Do you think that a State that passes such laws as that is a good
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place for the colored man to live ?—A. Yes, sir; they make no discrim-
ination in the execution of themw.

Q. Does it indicate a very kindly feeling and treatment on the part
of the whites towards the colored people ?—A. Well, Senator, I say
again that I never saw such kindly treatment accorded by white people
to black people as is the case in North Carolina. I will bring you upa
reminiscence to show you. When Fort Fisher was captured, I went to
take a dispatch to Governor Vance. I was a telegraph messenger. I
carried the dispatch to his house from general somebody, and when I
got to the house it was about twelve o’clock at night. I went into the
bouse and gave the governor the dispatch. I was a pretty sassy boy
about that time, and he said for me to wait for the dispatch in reply.
I said 1 was sleepy and wasn’t going to do it. He told me to wait. and
took me into his room and got a pillow and put me to sleep on the floor
-until he wrote his dispatch and got ready to send it back.

Q. How do you account for it that things are in so good a condition
for the colored people in North Carolina and not in other States I—A.
Because in most of the other States they have no white Republicans,
while down there in North Carolina we have 30,000 to 40,000 white
voters, who belong, some of them, to the most respectable classes.

Q. Do you think the white Republicans there are in a large measare
- responsible for the good condition of that State ?—A. Yes, sir; we
have plenty of them. I think the State itself is a Republican State,
and no man can carry it in a Presidential race against the Republican
candidates except it be Governor Vance, and I hope he will not go
down there this fall. I want the State to go Republican, and Indiana,
too, if we can get it.

Q. If you were a Radical Republican, would you vnot want the Repub-
licans to stay there in the State I—A. Yes, sir; because I think they
are doing well enough, and believing the State to be Republican, I
want to keep it so.

Q. Is your Republicanism of that order that you want to keep these
people in North Qarolina for their votes1—A. No, sir; not particularly.
You can take from 3,000 to 5,000 out of the State, and we still can
carry the State, unless Governor Vaunce is a candidate.

Q. Do not you think it is a very bad policy to take them from North
<Carolina and risk the loss of the State, when you can take them from
Kentucky much easier 1I— A. Yes, sir; I think it is very bad policy, es-
pecially while there are about 10,000 in this town that you can take up
and carry away without detriment to anybody.

Q. You think it bad policy for the Republicans to advise this emigra-
tion T—A. I do not say that anybody is taking the lead in this matter
as apolitical movement ; but I have heard men say so.

Q. What do you know about it ?—A. Ouly what I stated in my first
testimony. )

Q. Did you hear anybody mention it, except Mendenhall 1—A. Yes,
8ir. :
Q. Did you talk with any Republicans about it ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you written about it ?—A. Yes, sir; frequently.

Q. You say you only heard Mr. Mendenhall mention it #—A. No, sir;
I do not say that I only heard hiw.

Q. What others did you hear 2—A. That is another question.

Q. Do you remember any other person whom you heard advise it for
a political measure?!—A. No, sir; not by names. He is the only man
who said it in a public speech. Private conversation in which the mat-
ter has been mentioued is another thing. 1 do not think, Mr, Chair-
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wman, I am called upon to give away the private conversations of
friends.

Q. We would be glad to have any proof that the Republican party is
engaged in this movement—anybody that you have lieard advise it for
political purposes ; how many have you heard ¥—A. I do not remember
the number.

Q. Then you decline to name anybody ?—A. Yes, sir; because the
only man who said it publicly was Mendenhall. The rest of them said
it privately, and unless I am forced to do so by order of the committee,
I will not call their names.

Q. Then there might have been two or a hundred —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they prominent Republicans ¥—A. Yes, sir; they were, and
active.

Senator WINDOM. We insist,- Mr. Chairman, that he shall state the
names. Here is a charge brought against prominent Republicans who
advised this exodus for a political purpose, and we insist that he shall
give the names.

The CHAIRMAN. I would have no objection to his doing so myself,
but I think the witness has the right to withhold his private conversa-
tions.

Senator BLAIR. We iusist that he shall give us the names. We want
him to tell who they are, that we may call themn as witnesses to see
whether or not they have said any such thing to this witness. We do
not believe it.

The CHAIRMAN. I will state that we have gone along very loosely
with reference to this matter. We have sought a number of times to
get some information from the reports and minutes of this Emigrant
Aid Society, and Mr. Wall and Mr. Fearing have promised, both of
them, to bring those reports to the committee, and they have not done it.

Senator BLAIR. That is not the point, Mr. Chairman, here. If this
witness says he does not remember the names, that is the end of it.

The CHAIRMAN. This is an open investigation of this subject, but I
am not one of those kind of men who force private letters and conversa-
tions from witnesses.

The WiITNERS. I will say for the benefit of the committee that this
is the reason why I do not desire to give the names, while perfectly
able to do so: that men cannot speak their sentiments upon some sub-
jects here in Washington without being turned out of office and the
positions that they hold, and it is to protect my friends in that regard
that I decline to give the names.

By Mr. WiINDOM :

Q. What positions are they in ?—A. They are men who talked hon-
estly to me, and who might be forced out of their places on the first
opportunity for having given away their opinions on the political nature
of this movement.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. Then these were men who agreed with you in your opinion of it —
A. Yes, sir. ’

By Mr. WINDOM :

Q. I ask you for the naines of the men who mentioned to you that
this thing should be done for political purposes.—A. I never said but
one of them did; I also think, Mr. Senator, that you should cross-
examine me upon the examination of Saturday, and not go off into this
original matter.
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The CHAIRMAN. As I understand the witness, he speaks of persons
who have talked with him about this being a political movement, and
who, like him, are opposed to it, and he fails to mention their names
because they might be forced out of their positions in consequence of
these opinions.

Senator BLAIR. The point made by the witness was tbat this was a
movement urged forward by these prominent Republicans, and he tries
to fix this responsibility upon the Republican party, and mentions that
two or a hundred have stated to him that it was a political movement;
and we want the names of these men. We want to defend the Republi-
can party from this charge. This man refuses to give the names of the
persons by whom it can be proved one way or the other, or by whom
his testimony can be contradicted.

The WITNESS. In the first place I have not charged it on the Repub-
lican party. There is not a word of mine or a paper you can get to
prove it by. I simply said that I was in that society; that a man in
that society got up and made a statement that it would be a good thing
to divert this exodus from Kavsas to Indiana, as it was a doubtful
State, and he suggested taking them from North Carolina. I'have
never made any charge upon the Republican party in connection with it.

Q. You do not mean to be understood as making any charge on the
Republican party as a party #—A. No, sir.

Q. And you have no testimony to prove that it is interested in the
movement —A. No, sir; I simply said that I believed it from hearing
men talking about it. I do not believe that Captain Wall, Mr. Holland,
or the others have wade money out of it, but from that speech which
was made there that night I believed it was a political movement, and
I was tired of seeing my people hauled roun(l the conntry like so any
hogs for political purposes.

By Mr. WINDOM:

Q. Then I understand that the two or a hundred who talked to you
were prominent Republicans, and agreed with you that these people should
not be carried there for political purposes—A. I am going to answer
your question, and will say to you that we did not agree that they should
not be taken there for political purposes. e thought they should not
be induced to go there for any purpose, as they were better off in North
Carolina than they could possibly be in Iudmua but if they were going
we were ip tavor of their voting the Repubhmn ticket. I had no ob.
jections to their going there at all if they were to be cared ior when
they got there.

Q. Will you answer my question *—A. \What is the question?

Q. You stated that there were from two to a hundred people whom
you heard talk of the negroes going to Indiana for political purposes.
These were people opposed to their going for that purpose !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you mention the name ot one man only who advised it ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Have you heard others do it except him ?— A. Well, sir, he did
not advise it for political purposes, I do not think.

Q. What did he advise ?—A. I must state this in justice to Mr. Men-
denhall, that this was two months before the movement commenced
from North Carolina. Saint Louis was full of these colored people, and
Holland, Wall, and myself and one or two others started this society,
the purpose being to aid those who werc fleeing fron: oppression in the
South. Saint Louis was full of them, and the first money collected was.
sent te-Saint Louis. That was a month or two before emigration began
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from North Carolina. , I think the first or second night that there was
a meeting of the society Mr. Mendenhall got up and made a speech, and
said be thought it would be a good thing to divert some of this emigra-
tion from North Carolina to Indiana, because Indiana was a doubtful
State. Right then I said I would be opposed to it if it was to be a
political movement ; so did Professor Greener, and nearly all of them
said so.

Q. Nearly all of them—portions ot them said so >—A. Yes, sir; and
Captain Wall and the others denied that it was a political mnovement.

Q. Then, if I understand you. there was a society, and a half a dozen
or more of prominent persons who were discussing the means of relief”
of these people at Saint Louis were together, and one gentleman, Mr.
Mendenhall, suggested that the negroes be taken to Indiana for politi-
cal purposes, and all the rest opposed it >—A. No, sir ; some of them
said nothing. Very few of them said a word. I was the only one who
made a speech, and Professor Greener said to me privately that he
would not favor a political movement.

Q. All that was said then was said by you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And others of them afterwards expressed the same opiniou to you?
—A. Yes, sir; that was afterwards.

Q. Aud if an) of them agreed with Mr. Mendenhall they said. noth-
ing 9—A. Not publicly.

Q. Did you ever hear them say anything privately 3—A. No sir; not
that I remember.

Q. Did you attend another meeting of the society ?—A. Yes, sir; I
attended the third.

Q. And you heard it there again !—A. No, sir.

Q. The only time you heard it was when it was said by Mendeuhdll
and you opposed it and Greener opposed it ?—A. He said so that maht
bat he is in favor of it now. .

Q. Are you not in favor of it ?—A. Yes, sir; I am for those who can
do better by it.

Q. You do not kuow that Professor Greener is in favor of it for any,
political purpose *—A. No, sir.

Q. You lett because you were not in favor of it ; the others were op-
posing it, too, and yet you thought it was a political movement, because
Mendenhall so stated it 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is Mendenball a Republican *—A. Yes, sir; 1 do not know that
he is a very prominent oue, but he is a Republican.

Q. Do you know whether he was aunthorized to speak for the Repub-
lican party !—A. No, sir.

Q. You spoke of somebody replenishing their depleted funds by those
means +—A. No, sir; I did not say that.

Q. I thought [ took it from your statement?—A. You might have
taken it from the newspapers. [ think it was Jim Harris who stated it
in his speech.

Q. You do not know anything of it yourself >—A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Whbhat do you know of Jim Harris ?—A. I know he is the most
prominent colored Republican in thé State of North Carolina.

Q. You published his speech, did you not 3—A. No, sir; I read it
from his own paper.

Q. What is his character for honesty *—A. 1 know of ouly one thing
against it. While he was in the Republican legislature, where every-
body stole something, he is said to have taken $7,000. I do not know
whether he was guilty or not, as he was never tried, and never was.
brought up to testify even. It is a charge that was brought in the can-
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vass of 1871. I went down there and they brought this charge against
him of receiving $7,000 as a bribe about a railroad company or a rail-
road appropriation. He never was tried about it and has been in the
legislature since. He is the editor of the leading colored paper, and
was made editor by the white Republicans and others ot the State.

Q. You speak of the ‘“ wholesale delusion of iny people”; what do
you mean by that 3—A. I speak of the men who have gone down there
and stated to the ignorant colored people that the government wanted
them out in Indiana, that they would pay them a dollar and a half a
day for work in the winter, that they would get a suit of clothes in
Washington as they passed through, have their railroad fare paid, and
get two dollars and a halt a day in the summer time.

Q. How did yon hear all that 7—A. From North Carolina papers, and
from Jim Harris, who traveled over the whole district and who made a
speech in Wilmington. There were four or five thousand people there
who were opposed to this exodus, and Jim Harris went down and made
a speech, and so did Hunter, who traveled all through the State in the
interest of this colored people’s fair—a fair which was held by the col-
ored people of the State, and which the white men, Democrats and Re-
publicaus, say was the best ever held in the State.

Q.. What men do you refer to as baving made these false and delusive
statements *'—A. Sam Perry, Williams, and Taylor Evaus.

Q. Are those the only men who bave been engaged init 7—A. Yes,
sir; except the railroad agents.

Q. Those are the only colored men, however ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you not believe, and have you not heard also, that the railroad
company furnishes these men the wmoney to go there and work up
this movement 3—A. No, sir.

Q. You do not know that the Baltimore and Ohbio Railroad Company
does it 7—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you believe that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company
pays them a dollar a head ?—A. I believe it, but I do not know it.

Q. You do not know any others engaged in it?—A. No, sir.

Q. You believe there is a feeling ot dissatisfaction there from some
cause among those colored people, which the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road Company has taken advantage of, and is going round with these
men to work up the movement, and they pay the men a dollar a head
for all they get to go !—A. No, sir. You ask the question, Mr. Senator,
and you answer it yourself. The people were not dissatistied, but they
bhave bLeen made 8o by these men. These men go down there, and go
about them and tell them these great stories. If you go among igno-
rant wmen, white or black, gray or grizzly, who are getting only forty
cents a day, and tell them they can get a dollar and a half somewhere
else, they will want to go. It is these ignorant ones especially that
they play tor, and these men when they get here say that they are told
to vote the Republican ticket when they get to Indiana. I do not ob-
ject to that, and I wish, if they could be taken care of and would not
suffer, that a million of them could go.

Q. Who did you hear tells them these stories of good times in Indi-
ana !—A. I heard that Perry told them so.

Q. Is he in the employinent of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com-
pany !'—A. I do not know, sir, but I heard that he told them these
things.

Q. Do you know of anybody else who has doue that I—A. Yes, sir;
Williams and Taylor Evans. I say I do not know anything about the
connection of these men with the movement, but what I say is, that I
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have heard from all the people who have come here from North Carolina,
and newspapers, that they were told all these things were true, that
there was plenty of employment there, and that the prices were high.

Q. Of course everybody down there pretty much is opposed to their
leaving 9—A. Yes, sir. They are leaving a district, however, where we
could afford to lose thew, as it has 17,000 Republican wajority. We
caun lose enough frowm that to carry Indiana, aud still be able to carry
North Carolina ; and the reason that the people are opposed to it is be-
cause they think they are being used and duped.

Q. I mean do not the people of North Carolina want to keep them
there on account of their citizenship —A. No, sir; I do not think that
makes any difference. Unless Governor Vance gets out and carries it,
we can carry it for the Republicans the next time.

Q. Then they are opposed to the negro going away because they
want him there ?—A. Well, Senator, the people. from the North and
West do not understand the feeling. The people down there love the
negro.

Q. It is pure sympathy and love for the negro, then !¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think that the negro is better looked after and will be
better treated among tlie white people of North Carolina 3—A.. Yes, sir.

Q. When was this society organized of which you speak 3—A. I
think in August or September, but I do not remember which month.

Q. Of what year 2—A. Last year; 1879,

Q. Were you preseut at its organization 7—A. Yes, sir; at the first
meeting.

Q. In the first place you were in favor of the exodus from the other
States as a relief to the negrof—A. I am in favor of the exodus where
I think the people who are emigrating think or feel they can better their
condition. I am opposed to their being deluded into moving from com-
fortable homes to an inhospitable State where they will suffer.

Q. You are in favor of it coutinuing from Louisiana and Missis-
sippi 1—A. Wherever I think they are oppressed.

Q. Do you think they are oppressed there?—A. I do not know. I
have not bheen there.

Q I ask you, from the information you have from your race and your
papers, are you in favor of the exodus from Louisiana and Missis-
sippi 1—A. I am in favor of it when they are oppressed.

Q. Do you believe they are oppressed now ¥—A. I do not know. I
know they bhave been.

Q. ¥ou are ignorant. then, on this subject 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were in favor of it some time ago ¥—A. Yes, sir; very much.

Q. What has changed your opinions ¥—A. Because I have not heard
of anything of the kind since.

Q. ‘Have you not had any democratic associations that changed you
before you came to this committee ?—A. No, sir; I have not seen a
member of the committee or talked with them on political subjects, and
I have not talked very much politics, certainly not with Democrats,
since 1872,

Q. And you are balanced in your mind now as to whether you are in
favor of it from Mississippi and Louisiana, but you are opposed to it
from North Carolina?—A. I say I am in favor of it from other States
if they are oppressed there, and I am opposed to it from North Caro-
lina, because I know they are not oppressed.

Q. Well, you are opposed to it from North Carolina. Now bow is it
with respect to Louisiana?—A. I am in favor of it from there when
they are oppressed.
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Q. And you do not know that they are oppressed *—A. No, sir.

Q. Theu you are in doubt as to whether you are in favor of it or
not *—A. If they are oppressed in those States, I am in favor of it.

Q. Do you know whether you are opposed to it from those States ?—
A. I am opposed to it when they are not oppressed, andein favor of it
when they are.

Q. Do you know whether they are oppressed or not !—A. No, sir..

Q. Are you now in favor of it ?—A. 1 am when they are oppressed.

Senator WiNDOM. I shall not put the question any more, unless the
chairman would insist that the witness shall answer.

The WITNESS. 1 do not know anything about their oppressions there.

Q. Do you know whether you are opposed to it !—A. I am in favor
of it where they are oppressed, and not in favor of it where they are
not oppressed.

Mr. WINDOM insisted that the witness should answer the question in
some more specific form.

The CHAIRMAN. If you can think of any other form of answer please
do so.

The WiTNESS. I will try.

Q. Have you any opinion to give this committee at this time upon the
spbject of the exodus from other States than North Carolina ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. For what reason do you decline to express an opinion !—A. Be-
cause I have not seen or heard anything about the exodus from those
States for a length of time, and because [ am just from North Carolina,
where I am familiar with it.

Q. Then you have not any information on which to say that you are
or are not in favor of the exodus from Louisiana and Mississippi *—A.
No, so.

By Senator WiNDOM:

Q. Why could you not have answered me in that way !—A. [ did.

Q. Then you do not know anything of the facts ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Then you bave no opinion about it? When you joined the society
what did you know ’—A., It was to aid the fleeing negroes from Missis-
sippi and Louisiana.

Q. Why ’—A. Because they said they were being oppressed,

Q. For what were they leaving Mississippi !—A. They said they were
being shot and oppressed.

Q. When was that >—A. In August last, I think.

Q. If they were being done in that way at that time has there auy-
thing occurred to change the status of affairs?—A. [ thiok, sir, atter
the first exodus took place there have been no more outrages committed.

Q. Then you were in favor of it at that time !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And thought it was a good thing ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, the next point is you left the society organized to help them
because Mendenhall thought they should be sent from North Carolina
to Indiana >—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you knew no one else in the society who favored that but
him t—A. I thought that was giving the society a political purpose.

Q. And therefore you left it 3--A. I have stated that.

Q. I do not think you put it on that specific ground.—A. I think 1
did.

Q. Who else in this society favored it?--A. There were others in the
society in favor of it, [ suppose.

Q. What makes you think so?--A. By their speeches and conduct.

.
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. Q. Who made any speeches 1——A. That I do not propose to answer.
Q. Are the speeches secrets?—A. No, sir, not specially.

Q. Now what speeches did you hear ¥—A. I heard them speaking and
talking, but 1 left there after the third night.

Q. Is it not true that you and Mendenhall were the ouly ones who
spoke ?--A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then you left 3-——A. Yes, sir.

Q. And 1 suppose you know nothing of anything else that occurred
on that subject 2—A. No, sir. These other matters were private con-
versations.

Q. You oppoxed their going from North Carolina to Indiana because
vou thought they were better off-in North Carolina 1—A. Yes, sir. '

Q. You say s’ Democratic party in North Carolina is opposed to
their going on adcount of their love for them ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you not say so?-—A. No, sir.

QQ. Did you not say the people down there loved the negro?—A. Yes,
sir. M

Q. T say you did, too, and the mivutes will show it.—A. T stated
that they liked them better down there than they do in the North.

Q. Did you not. give that as a reasou why they opposed the negroes
leaving --A. Yes, sir; because they liked them, and think there is no
necessity for their moving away.

Q. And they think thdt the negro will not improve his condition, but
make it -worse !--A. I do not know how they all feel about that, but I
think so.

Q. I mean the white people.——A. I have not talked with many of
them about it. 1 know the white newspapers are all opposed to it.

‘Q. On what -ground ¥—A. Because they say they do not think there is
any necessity for the removal of the colored people, and they think
they are getting along very well in North Carolina. The negro has
livedtthere all bis life, and they need his labor. They have all those
thi stated in the papers, but I have not talked with any Democrats
aboht politics since 1872.

By Mr. BLAIR:

Q. You confine your statement to North Carolina !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have yon known of these misrepresentations by Perry,
Williams, and Evans ¥—A. 1 do not know anything about them. Of
course I learned what 1 know abcut them from others.” I get informa-
tion from the newspapers published by both white and colored people.
Reing an editor of one mysalf, I exchange with every paper in the
eastern part of the State.

Q. Did not the first load of emigrants from there go through here
last July?--A. I do not remember.-

Q. Well, the agitation must have been worked up before to get these
people to Iea\e —A. Yes, sir; it began last spring.

Q. Then these stories must have been circulated last spring 1--A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. And these three men were then engaged in it 1I——A. Yes, sir.

Q. Going round through the State working up the feeling 7—A. Yes,
SiT.

Q. How long have the newspapers, white and colored, been opposed
to it 1--A. Some time during the fall, when the papers begun to speak
of it.

(). Early in the fall ?—A. Yes, sir; in September or Uctober.
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Q. Very soon after the first company left, and after the misrepresen-
tations began to be found out ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And, so far as you know, the entire white and colored papers, Re-
publican and Democratic, are opposed to it *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you have been engaged in exploding these statements1—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And, so far as you know, all the means of public intelligence have
been engaged since August in in exploding these statements and giv-
ing proper information to the people t—A. Yes, sir; all of them.

Q. Speakers and others have gone among them for that purpose *—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And have opposed the exodus—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And these local sources of information are the sources to which
the colored people would be likely to look for the truth $—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they would believe what they saw coming trom their friends,
fromn the press and the clergy +—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That being the case, and hating been the case for some time, it

cannot be’possible that the delusion continnes, can it !—A. Well, right
there, Senator——

Q. Answer the question, and do not make a speech. I ask, with all
this information, with all the agencies of the State, all the avenues of
information engaged in exploding these stories, in dissipating the delu-
sion, have you any knowledge that it does still exist 7—A. I have not.

Q. We sympathize, I balieve, on political matters, Mr. Otey ; but I
want to kuoow, if the emigration continues after tbe delusion. is ex- .
ploded, does it not follow that it is based on accurate information *—A.
I can answer you, but you will not allow me.

Q. Your colored people down there are human beings !'—A. Yes, sir;
but they have false information.

Q. But the false information has been dissipate:d, and the emigration
continues ; if it has not stopped. is not that good proof that it is based
on accurate information ¥—A. The people who are emigrating do not
know avything of this; they are the most ignorant pesople iu the State.
There are not more than fifty intelligent men who have gone West out of
twenty-five hundred or three thousand people.

Q. Take the ignorant colored men of the South, and whom do they
most bLelieve in ; their friends who have a home inflnence with chem, or
these scalawags who lie to them under the guise of humamty 1—A.
They do not know that a lie has been told to them yet.

Q. You mean they do not know that all this talk about Indiana is a
lie3—A. No, sir. They bave just gone ahead like sheep; three-fifths
of them go because others have gone before them, becanse ‘their friends
have gone.

Q. They have gone because their friends have gone?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have they heard from their friends very generally f—A Most of
them have, I believe.

Q. Their friends have been out there and found it as represented, do
youmean 1—A. Yes, sir; I think that the first batch has generally had a
pretty fair time.

Q. Well, there have been several batches gone; how long does the
mail take to gv back from there 3—A. Several days.

Q. The last batch went in December, didn’tit #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Thep they have been there long enough to have been beard trom ;
there bas been opportunity for it, hasthere not 2—A. I do not know, sir,
whether they bave been heard from or not.

Q. If these people wercignorant of the truth, and after getting there
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could not get along any better than in North Carolina, and were abused
there even worse and were not actually doing befter, wounldn’t they write
back about it 3—A. Yes, sir; it is supposable that they would.

Q. Would they have any interest in deceiving their folks at home 1 —
A. No, sir.

Q. Wouldn’t it be reasonable for them to write home whether they
were better off or not ; and, if so, to tell their friends to come out there ¥
—A. Yes,sir; that is reasonable.

Q. If the exodus continnues—and you seem to be apprehensive that it
will—if it continues, isn’t it likely it will be upon information from these
people of the same class who have been out there and written home
aboat it *—A. It looks reasonable.

Q. If it be a fact that thesé men went there under a delusion, expect-
ing to find a paradise and findinga tophet, wouldn’t you think they
wounld write to their friends that all was not right, and they had Letter
stay where they were !—A. A good many of them have done so, but
very few of them can write.

Q. Don’t it follow that if a few do write home that they are worse
off than they were, wouldn’t a large number of them write that they are
better 1—A. Those letters are not proven yet. Istated that those who
went out with the first batch might do 80. So might some of them gotten
employment and written home.

Q. Can there be any doubt that if the exodus continues it is becaunse
those who have gone there write home to their friends that they are
better off than they were in North Caroiina #—A. All of them do not say
80 ; there may be exceptious.

Q. But doesn’t it follow that the exodus would not continue except
upon information that those who had already gone were better off than
they were down in North Carolina?—A. I do not know, sir, that it fol-
lows. I know one of the mostintelligent persons who went in the last
batch wrote a letter—my business manager had the paper—in which he
said that they were not well received, and were worse off than they
could possibly be in North Carolina; I went there.to ask for the paper
to bring it here to the committee, but he told me he had sent it to Sena-
tor Voorhees. That is a letter from one of the most intelligent men who
went out there. .

Q. You mean that is a letter written by one of those people back to -
North Carolina—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it got from North Carolina here —A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think it would have its effect as far as it could to refute
these misstatements 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think any other intelligent colored man would write the
same way !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think all of them would *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think they would have any interest in deceiving those of
their friends who remained at home ?—A. No, sir.

Q. But you think that if this exodus continues on such information
from these people it would be an argument that most of them write
home that they are doing better in Indiana than they were in North
Carolina !—A. No, sir. Let we have a chance to answer you.. I was -
going to talk to you of a womnan who was in the streets of Alexandria
begging money to get back home, and she was coming back from In-
diana.

Q. But I am now asking you about letters received from these people
inIndiana. If the exodus continnes upon the strength of letters received
from those who have gone before, don’t you consider it an argument
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that they are doing better in Indiana than they did in North Carolina!
—A. That I cannot say. )

Q. I ask you if it is not reasonable to say that most of the informa-
tion received is that their condition is better I—A. Will you let e have
a little time to answer you?

Q. No, sir; you can say ‘“Yes” or ¢ No”; you answer my questions.

[The witness objected to answering without opportunity for explain-
ing his answer.]

Q. (By Senator BLAIR.) I want toask you this question, and if you de-
sire to make an explanation after answering you have the right to do so:
If the exodus continues on the intormation of those who have been there
and seen the country, if it continues upon such information, isn’t it a
proof that the coudition of the colored man is better than in North
Carolina *—A. If they have received this information it would tend io
that direction. If it continues on such information it would seem to be
all right. My opinion is that these people have not received this infor-
wation, but are following each other like sheep. While you see these
statements made in newspapers about their condition, they are not all
of them true. I have been abused for talking about what I have read
in Democratic newspapers, but if you will look in those papers you will
find letters giving a different view of their condition there. Not more
than two weeks ago a colored woman was right here in Alexandria in
the streets who had been fooled away from home, and she had walked
back, and was seeking to borrow money to get back home. A good
many of them have gone out there and are going to be kept out there;
I do not know what for, but they will be kept there I am satisfied, and
will be induced to make good reports of their condition.

Q. Are you going to auswer my question ! I ask you if you thought
it was going to continue ¥—A. No, sir; not at all.

Q. You say the Democratic papers published these statements, and
that the Republican and colored papers in the South are doing the
same ’—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you state whether you were ever in Indiana? Just answer
4 yes” or ¢“no.”—A. I never was.

Q..Do you know what an ordinary hand, from your own personal
knowledge, can get for a day’s work in that State ?—A. I do not know
myself. .

Q. Do you know anything aboutit?!—A. I know there are more tramps
in Indiana than tbere are in all the South.

Q. How do you know it >—A. I know it from the newspapers.

Q. 1 am not asking you for defamatory articles against the State of
Indiana. Ido not want you to answer anything more than what I ask
you for. Do you know the amount of wages paid to laborers in Indi-
ana!'—A. | do not.

Q. How do you know they do not get a dollar or a dollar and a half
a day !—A. I do not know it.

Q. You do not know but that this information that these men bave
received is correct !—A. I do not know it; but I do not believe it.

Q. Don’t you believe that they can get from sixty cents to a dollar a
day for labor ?—A. Do you mean all of them ?

Q. I mean a good average hand.—A. Men?

Q. Yes; can’t men get from sixty cents to a dollar a day each !—A.
If they can get employment, I suppose they ean.

Q. Don’t you believe that they can do it 7—A. I have got no helief
about it.

Q. Then have you any information to the contrary ¥—A. No, sir.
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Q. Why, then, do you denounce this movement if yoa have no belief
abouat it, and don’t know but that they are better off in Indiana than in
North Carolina #—A. 1 do not think auy man ought to leave one place
and go to another when he is doing well aud caunot better himselt by
going.

Q. But you say you do not know that he is not bettericg himself.
You say you have no belief on it?—A. I said I bave no belief about
the wages they are receiving.+

Q. Then you do not know but that they are as well off generally, ex-
cept as to wages in Indigna, as in North Carolinat—A. Well, sir, if
they are not more than just as well off, I would oppose the movement.

Q. Do yon believe they have got as good a chance to go to school in
{)udiana as in North Carolinat—A. I do not believe they have got any

etter.

Q. You believe they can get six months’ schooling in Indiana; six
months is better than three, is it not 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. If they can get six months in Indiana and ouly get three in North
Carolina—if that is a fact, are they not better off I—A. Yes, sir; in that
regard, if that is a fact.

Q. You do not know but that is a fact I—A. I do.

Q. How do you know it?—A. I know in the country you have three

four months’ 8chooling, and in the cities six and eight months.

Q. How do you know it it you have never been in Indiana t—A. Be-
cause | lived in Ohio, right adjoining it, and I know something about it.

Q. Don’t you believe that the chance for schooling is better in In-
diana than it is in North Carolina?—A. I think the chances in North
Carolina are equaled but not surpassed in Indiana or elsewhere.

Q. You think, then, in the matter of schooling they are as well off in
Indiana as in North Carolina ¥—A. I believe they are at present.

Q. At present? What do you mean by that I—A. Yes, sir; I say at
present, because I believe they will have as good schools and as many of
them after a year or two in North Carolina as they would get anywhere
in the North.

Q. You do not know, you say, what wages they are getting?—A.
No, sir; I do not.

Q. Do you believe they are getting better wages than they do in
North Carolina?—A.. I do not know that they are at present.

Q. I take it the fact is that you do not know very much about
how they are situated in Indiana, and cannot give any better basis for
your opinion than your general guess-work and impression.—A. I
would not oppose it, except with good reason for it.

Q. This paper, the Argus, is your paper, is it '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In this issue of December 6th, 1879, I find the following :

“Capt. O. S. B. Wall deserves great credit for his untiring energy and
interest in behalf of the fleeing emigrants from the Southern States.
The captain has worked hard for the past three or four months, in get-
ting transportation for those who have come here from the Southern
States. We bave a high opinion of Captain Wall, and at some future
time we propose to bave more to say about him. He is a public bene-
factor.”

WITNESS. Well, I agree to that. He helped them after they got
here. I would have done the samne myself, if I had had any money.

Q. Have you anything to say against what bhas been actually done by
the Emigrant Aid Society !—A. I do not know anything against the
society.

9 EX
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Q. You believe the purpose for which it was organized to be a good
one?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it has adhered closely to the original purpose I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In short, you believe it is a good society I—A. So far as its object
is concerned. I drew up its constitution,and they only formed another
one last week. The object of the society was to help men fleeing from
oppression.

Q. I did not ask you its object, or who drew up its constitution, I
asked you if the acts of the society—what it has done—have not been
of a worthy character; non-political, and such as youn approve of 1—A.,
So far as I know, yes, sir.

By Mr. VANCE:

Q. Mr. Otey, as a North Carolinian, I have been gratified to hear how
you speak of that State. You have, however, made one statement that
you will perhaps correct when your attention is directed to it; you
made it laughingly, and probably did not mean exactly what youn said.
I refer to your statement that the law for confining men guilty of lar-
ceny in the penitentiary was made for the purpose of disfranchising
colored men. Now I ask you, was not the change in the old law, doing
away with the whipping-post and abolishing corporal punishment, made
in 1368 by the Republican party #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And was unot the constitution, abolishing all corporal punishment
and substituting immprisonment instead, made by the Republican party
when the State was readmitted to the Union?—A. Yes, sir. DBut the
law making felony out of a petty crime was made by the Democratic
party—by a Democratic legislature,

Q. It was always a felony in North Carolina, under the common law,
to steal, was it not #—A. I know that it was always a felony to steal ;
but it was not always the law to put them into the penitentiary for steal-
ing every little thing. In former times they would hang a man for
stealing a horse, or 2 mnle, and whip him for stealing a hog.

Q. Did not conviction of felony in old times disqualify a man for citi-
zenship 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And when a man was whlpped did not that disqualify a man for
citizenship ¥—A. Yes, sir; but they were never whipped; I mean, free
men, who had a right to \ote, were not ; of course slaves were. But a
man, if he stole a mule, was put in jail for so long a time; and if he
btole two mules, he was hung.

Q. Forthe second offense, you mean 7—A. Yes; for the second offense
he was hung. DBut now they send him to the penitentiary if he stealsa
chicken—the same as they do in Virginia. Aud I do houestly believe
that that law was made for the purpose of distranchising colored men.

Q. Do you think the men who legislated upon the subject, the men
who made that law, had that object in view ?—A. [ don’t know whether
they did or not, but it looks very much like it. I know I went through
the penitentiary, only a short time ago, and I saw a great many white
men there, and ouly a few colored men.

By Mr. BLAIR: )

Q. You say you went throngh the penitentiary !—A. Yes, sir; I was
not there as a convict.

Q. 1 did not mean to insinuate anything of the kind. You say you
saw a large number ot white men in the penitentiary, and but tew col-
ored men ¥—A. Yes, sir; and 1 was going on to explain how it hap-
pened. I saw wore white men in the penitentiary than colored men,
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not because there were not so many white men ther , but because the
colored men were hired out to the railroad compani: 8, e

Q. You say that, in your belief, this law was madeon purpose to dis-
franchise colored men I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Explaiu how it produces that result; what is done aunder it $—A.
Well, suppose « man steals a chicken ; heis broaght up before the police
court, and his case is sent to the grand jury ; he is there indicted ; he

- goes before the court and is tried and convicted to the penitentiary ; he
goes there, and serves his term out. If he serves his term out, and is
ot pardoned by the governor, he is disfranchiseld and cannot vote again
while he lives. Only, black men look so much alike that you can’t tell
the difference, so they do vote, any way.

Q. But you believe the law was passed for the purpose of distran-
chising the colored men *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What about the hiring out of colored men on the railroads 7—A. It
isthe same there that it is in Virginia; the colored men in the peniten-
tiary are hired out to work on the railroads, tlfe white men are not.
The white men stay in the shops, and make shoes, and do other indoor
work. The colored men, the few who are kept at the penitentiary, are
kept cutting stone to bnild the walls for their imprisonment, or some
woik of that sort. But the most of them are sent out to work for the
niilroad companies. A great many are sent out to the Western North
Carolina Railroad.

Q. [s not this also a fact, that the white convicts in the penitentiary
are there for very much more serious crimes, as a general rale, than the
colored ones '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A colored man, you say, is sent to prison for stealing a chicken ?—
A, Yes, sir. :

Q. They are sent there for very slight matters; is not that a pretty
common thing >—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How is it with white men? Would they be seut to the peniten-
tiary for stealing a chicken?—A. Yes, sir; if prosecuted. But they
generally don’t steal such small amounts. :

Q. They generally steal larger amounts I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the hardship comes in that way !—A. Yes, sir; that is it.

Q. The negro, as a race, is guilty of far less heinous offenses than
wlite men, and yet suffers the same severity of punishment #—A. Yes,
sir. If a colored man steals a chicken he is put in the pevitentiary for
a year; if a white man steals a horse, he goes to the penitentiary for
fiveorten years; it he steals two horses—that is, for the second oftense—
he is pat in there for life.

Q Do you know of any instance where white men have been disfran-
chised on account of having committed petty offenses’—A. I don
associate with ex-convicts, and don’t know anything about it.

Q. [ did not mean to intimate that you were a convict; but you
spoke a few minutes ago about going through a penitentiary and seeing
agood many white men there, and but few colored men. From what
you learned there, or in any other way, do you khow of any white men
ever being disfranchised for petty offenses !—A. I could not tell
whether those white men were disfranchised or not, for I didn’t know
anything about it.

Mr. Vaxce. The conviction of felony itself disfranchises the convict.

The Wrirness. Conviction to the peuitentiary disqualifies a man
from votiug, uuless he is pardoned out by the governor two days or a
month before the expiration of his term.

Mr. VANCE. But his right of franchise can Le restored.
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The W1iTNESS. Yes; by an act of the legislature.
By Mr. BLaIR:

Q. Do you know of any colored man who had been convicted to the

pevitentiary ¥—A. Noj; nor white man either,
By Mr. VANCE:

Q. Have you said anything yet toshow that the law of which we are
speaking was passed for the purpose of disfranchising colored men ?—
A. I still hold that the law was made to distranchise colored men.

Q. I do not see how you have yet made it appear I—A. It appears
clear enough to mwe. For instance—I hate to say it, and I say it to my
own shawme, and that ot my own people, but these laws against petty
larceny operates more hardly against colored people than white people
everywhere, and especially in the South. Many of the colored people
are very poor and bave nothing to live ou. They have been brought up
in such a way that they are almost taught to steal, as well as compelled
to by their poverty. .But if they do steal anything, however small,
they are sent to the penitentiary, and that disfranchises them. And I
believe—of course 1 do not know, but I beliece—that the law was
passed for the purpose of disfranchising us.

Q. Do you wvot think it may have been done also with an idea of ap-
propriating the avails of their labors, for very slight offences in some
cases I—A. I don’t know how that might be.

Q. Are these men a souice ot profit to the railroads #—A. No, sir.

Q. Do the railroads pay the State tor the labor of the men ¥—A. The
State is paid for their labor, but uot more than their support amouunts-to.

Q. Then the railroad gets the benefit of their labor{—A. I do not
know about that. 1 kuow the State has to pay for the guards who guard
them while working on the railroad.

By Mr. VANCE: v

Q. You intimated in your testimony that white men are not sent to
work on railroads I—A. I may have said that, but in fact I do not know;
T meant to say that I never saw any, and never knew of any being sent
out. I know they said there were three hundred and fifty colored men
in that penitentiary, and I did not see more than ten colored men there;
but I saw about a bhuudred white men there making shoes, clothing,
&c.; and the man who took me around said—and he was a white man
and a Democrat—he said that the reason of it was that the white men
were hiréd out to work on the railroads.

Q. Did you hear any complaints of ill-treatment of men on the rail-
roads or public works #—A. No, sir. On the 1st of Javuary I went on an
excursion, and saw people from all parts of the State, from Goldsboro
and Weldon and Greensboro and other places; I talked with the people
generally, and they made no complaint whatever. The only thing they
said to me was they begged me to come and live there; and I saw such
prosperity that I had a great desire to settle there, and it I hadn’t been
warried I think I would bave staid there.

Q. Do you not know that in the constitution, which provides that
convict labor may be hired out, there is also a provision that they shall
be superintended by a responsible State official and are under his con-
stant supervision, so that they are not in the hands of irresponsible
contractors #—A. I know that the men who guard them are paid by the
State government.

Q. They are simply working for the railroads under the supervision
of a State official !—A. Yes, sir.
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TESTIMONY OF JULIUS A. BONITZ.

JuLIius A. BoNITZ sworn and examined.

By Senator VANCE:

Question. State your residence and occupation #—Answer. I reside at
Goldsboro; I am editor and proprietor of the Goldsboro Messenger, and
have been for the past thirteen years.

Q. Goldsboro is about the center of this movement of the colored peo-
ple to the West }—A. Yes, sir; a large number of ‘exodusters’ have
left mv section.

Q. You are acquainted with the region from which they come, the
circamstances and condition of the people, &c.?-~A. Yes, sir; intimately.

Q. Be good enough to state to the committee your impressions, and
the facts upon which they are based, as to the reason of the exodus—
whether it arises from patural Jaws and causes of migration, or from
political oppression, or from the injustice of their white fellow-citizens,
or what 1—A. It is difficult to get at the reasons. I see no reason why
they should leave North Carolina. There is certainly no political op-
pression there. My paper, I believe, has the largest circulation of any
in the district; I may safely say it i8 considered the leading paper in
the district; in fact, the leading paper in East North Carolina—that is,
east of Raleigh. I have endeavored in vain to discover any reason why
the colored people should leave North Carolina. Fuarthermore, I find,
80 far as my acquaintance goes, that those who have left my section are
of a roving, migratory disposition. They look upon the prospect of a
jouruey North as a grand excursion. If the movement had continued
as it began, several thousands, perhaps, would have left, where only a
handred has gone now. It has had a very demoralizing effect upon the
laborer in our section. Just at present there is a lull in the exodus; han-
dreds, perhaps thousands, are uneasy, undecided, unsettled. A very
little would induce them to go. The return of a few who left to go to
Indiana has caused a lull, and it remains to be seen what the futare will be.

As I said, there is no apparent cause for their going. I think Mr.
Otey’s evidence i3 correct and Mr. O'Hara’s evidence is correct when
they say that, so far as the condition of the colored people are concerned,
there is no oppression in North Carolina. It is true that in my section,
and throughont the eastern portion of the State, only perhaps one-tenth
of the white population are Republicans, and the other nine-tenths are
Democrats, while the colored population are Republicaus, solid. At
the same time, the colored men are allowed to vote as they please, to
work for what wages they choose and for whom they please, and to do
as they please—of course always within the laws of the State.

The first intimation I had of this exodus, some meetings were got up
in our section and in Lenoir County, under the auspices of Sam Perry
and Williams—I do not remember Williams’ first name or initials. They
were holding meetings in that section for some months. These mcetings
began in the spring, and coutinued during the summer. At these meet-
ings incendiary speeches were made; the unpleasant features of life in
North Carolina were dwelt upon and exaggerated, while Indiana was
pictured as a perfect paradise for colored men. Letters were read from
Indiana, stating that the colored people there were treated just like
white men; that colored laborers were permitted to sit at the same table
with their white employers; that their children were allowed to go to
school with the children of white men. They were told that they conld
get from a A" - t, a dollar and a half a day for their labor. I have
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been informed that this was what was told the colored men at these -

meetings; I never attended one of them myself. 1speak from common
report. I have seen papers printed, and have myself printed circulars
upon the subject; I have printed notices for Taylor Evans, calling these
meetings; I did all his printing at one time. A number of societies
were organized in the interests of this exodus movement. There was
one organization at Stony Creek ; another at Bear Creck; and other
organizatious at other places in the county. 1 amn informed that the
Stony Creek organization had a membership of over a thousand.

I do not know so much about the organizatious in Lenoir County. I
know nothing of them except hy report.

It seems that these men, at least Perry, required the colored people to
pay a fee, and I think he visited Indiana ; at least he visited Washing-
ton ; whether he visited Indiana or not I do not kunow, but I know he
came here. On his return to La Grange, he of course did everything in
bis power to influence the colored people to go to ludiana. In one
township tbere was scarcely a colored man left in the township, or
womaun, or child, but what was talking about going, and anxious to go,
or at least contemplated going. I think that inducements were offered
them ; I was told they were promised that their fare would be paid ; at
any rate, that it was desirable that they should pay their fare as far as
Washington City, and on arriving here their expenses would be paid to
Indiana, and on arriving in Indiana they would be supplied with homes
and labor.

By Mr. VANCE:

- Q. Have you been present at any of these meetings, or conversed
with anybody in regard to what occurred at them #—A. 1 have not been
at any of the meetings, but 1 have seen colored wen who have been
there; I have seeu one colored man that quit the meetings, because he
did not agree with the spirit of the organization.

Q. Explain the condition of the colored people in your section, the
average price of labor,and the opportunities ot the colored men to do
well.—A. The condition of the colored population in our section has
greatly improved, both morally and otherwise. I will speak first of
educational facilities. They are as good as those of the whites. I speak
of their free schools ; of course the whites have better educational facili-
ties in the shape of colleges, though the colored people have a college
at Raleigh. I am chairman of the school committee in my own town
and township, baving in my charge both the white and colored schools,
and have beeun for several years. I have made arrangements with a
man named Jones, who represents a society of Friends in the North—I
thiuk it is called the Freedmen’s Aid Society—who supplies oune teacher.
I have employed three excellent teachers, all colored, and we have a
school in operation eight or ten months in the year, in which between
two huvdred and three huundred children are taught. I visited the
school last week, and then found that they had an average attendance
of two hundred and sixty six. There are four teachers, three of whom
are employed by my committee and paid by the State. The money that
i8 necessary to keep the school in. operation is raised by taxation. By
the counstitution of the State seventy-five per cent. of the poll-tax goes
to the school fund, and the schools are priocipally supported from the
poll-tax. For instance, in Wayne County last year $2,153.46 was raised
for school purposes. In my own county I have made an estimate that
about two thousand dollars in all are raised on taxes for school pur-
poses from the colored people, while the expense of the county for car-
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rying on the colored schools is about $3,300, thirteen hundred dollars of
which, therefore, must of course be paid from the taxes upon the white
people. The Democratic legislature has established a normal school at
Fayetteville, with an annual appropriation of two thousand dollars,
which receives assistance from the public fund aud other sonrces. The
object of this school is to qualify colored people to become teachers of
their race. This school will receive, I am contident, the best eucour-
agemeut from the white people of the State, the Dewocratic party in
particular.

I am also director of the asylum for the colored insane of the State ;
in fact, I am one of the building committee, and secretary of the board
of directors. We are now building at Goldsborough, and will have
ready for occupancy by the middle of March, the main part and one
wing of a building that, when built, will cost between sixty and seventy
thousand dollars. The appropriation was made at your suggestion,
governor [referring to Governor Vauce]. We have already expended,
inclading contracts oiven oift, about forty-three thousand dollars.
When this portion of the building is completed, there will be accommo-
dations for about a hundred and twenty-five insane persons—colored
insane, of course; no others are admitted. As soou as the legislature
meets again another appropriation of twenty thousand dollars wilt be
wade for the completion of the other wing. The building is a creditable
three story building. We have now completed, besides the offices, re-
ception rooms, &c., one hundred and twenty five rooms or wards for
patients. The building is supplied with all the modern improvements.
The beating apparatus, laundry, and water fixtures cost eleven thou-
sand dollars. We congratulate ourselves that we made our contract
when bLuilding material was remarkably cheap; the portion that we are
to have built for forty-three thousand dollars, if the contract were to be
made now, could not be built for less than sixty thousand dollars. It
is estimated that we have two hundred insane in the State.

So much for educational facilities and the comtort of the unfortu-
nate.

Q. Give the committee an idea of the average price of wages, what
colured people can make by cropping for themselves on shares, &e. I—
A. Well, goveruor, that, as you know, depends very wmuch on the in-
dustry and capacity of the laborer, among black men as we'l as white.
The wages for ordinary farm labor is from seven to ten dollars a montll ;
some ¢« xcellent hands receive twelve dollars a month.

Q. With rations found ¥—A. Yes; with rations found—snpplies for
a week's support—and a house aud fire wood furuished. 1 have a col-
ored man in my employ whom I have paid ten dollars a month for the
past twelve or thirteen years. Colored mechanics find no trouble in
getting employment ; and we bave some excellent mechanics among
the colored people—-carpenters, blacksmiths, shoemakers, bricklayers,
buggy-makers—in fact, almost every trade is represented.

Q. What are about the average wages of these mechanics 1—A.
Well, they can make from a dollar to a dollar and a half a day; good
hand find no difficulty in getting a dollar and a half a day I bave
paid that myself, again and again.

Q. Is there any discrimination shown in favor of whlte mechanics,
as against colored ones1—A. Not the least; it any discrimination is
shown it is the other way. Indeed, I have heard complaints on the
part of’ white mechanics that colored mechanics could get work when
they could not. A good deal of jealousy on this point has been man-
ifested ou the part of some. Being the editor of a newspaper, such
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things come to e more frequently than they would to the most of per-
sons. 1 have known white mechanics, who were Democrats, complain
because Democrats employed colored mechanics, who ‘did not vote the
Democratic ticket, in preference to them.

Q. Is there auny discrimination in the matter of renting lands 1—A.,
None whatever. I speak advisedly and knowingly when I say that the
wajority of planters prefer reliable colored tenants to the ordinary white
tenants. So far as there is any discrimination it is in favor of the col.
ored man and against the white man. Of course, colored men who are
known to be industrious and good managers are preferred to the lazy
and negligent ones; but the same thing is true of white men.

Q. What are the usual terms upon which land is rented 7—A. One-
fourth is the usual rent—the landlord gets one-fourth, I mean.

Q. Who turnishes supplies #—A. The landlord furnishes supplies,
and horses or mules, &ec., with which to put in the crop and carry oun
the work. The supplies are charged, and of course deducted from the
crop. If he has sufficient means to make his own crop, of course all
that he raises, except the one-fourth for rent, is his.

Q. And his profits depend not only upon his industry, but upon his
extravagance in the use of hissupplies while the crop is growing 1—A.
Yes, sir. 1 know a colored man living near Mount Olive, twelve iles
from Goldsborough, whoisthe ownerot three hundred and sixteen acresof
land. His nameis Calvin Simmons. He has, within the last year or two,
finished paying for the plantation. He bought it some years ago, on long
time, at the rate of ten dollars an acre. He paid for it himself—and
his boys—with what they raised off from it. More than that, I have got
it from his own mouth that Le cleared, within the last year, nearly five
hundred dollars on his crop. I dou’t remember the exact number of
years it has takeu him to pay for it. I know a number of instances iu
which colored men have bought lands upon the same terms, and paid
for them, and now have them for homes of their own.. In my own towa
there is a man named William Bernard, who owns a fine house and lot.
Not long ago I oftered him a thousand dollars for his place; but he re-
fused it, on the ground that he did not need the money. Itis well
located, a valuable piece, and increasing in value every yvear.

Q In your observation, and extensive acquaintance, is there anything
in the laws of the State, or in the business customs of the community,
ot iu the practices and methods of labor, or anything of that kind, to
prevent the colored men doing as well as the white men in North Caro-
lina 7—A. No discrimination has come within my knowledge. If there
is any discrimination it is in behalt of the colored people. '

Q. You say that the landlords as a geueral 1ule prefer good colored
tenants *—A. Yes, sir; there is no doubt of that,

Q. White men do not get auy bLetter terms than colored men P—A.
No, sir; none at all.

Q. And sometimes white mechanics have complained that colored
mechanics are given the preterence 1—A. Yes, sir.  Being editor of &
paper, and chairmau of the Democratic county central commitiee at
the same time, I have heard this complaint trequently. They Lave
come to me with reproaches, saying, * Why, I vote the Democratic
ticket, and here is a negro who votes the Republicaun ticket, and he can
get work of you Democrats when I cannot.”

Q. Is there any teeling of hostility on the part of white men toward
the colored men; any disposition to oppress or * bulldoze” them, as it
is sometimes called !—A. T have not heard of anything of the sovt. I
have been in political lite for fourteen years, and withiu that time I have
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not heard of any disturbance. There has been no social disturbance in
my section. [ have heard, of course, of some prejudice amongst the
lower classes—the same as you will fipd in the north., But so far as in-
telligent white men are concerned, they all teel kiudly toward the colored
man, and are disposed to help and encourage him. In saying this [
speak knowingly. So far as ¢ bulldozing” is concerned, I do not know
whether I apprehend your meaning.

Q. I mean, for instance, whether you know of landlords using their
power as landlords to compel their tenants to vote as they desire then
to; or white men in any way compelling or trying to compel colored
men to vote their ticket —A. If there is any bulldozing it is on the
part of colored men.

Q. In what way ?—A. I have known cases where colored men have
compelled other colored wen to vote the Republican ticket, contrary to
their wishes; that is, have brought compulsory influence to bear upon
them sufficient to accomplish that purpose. I have known instances
where colored men have said to me, voluntarily, that they were going
to vote the Democratic ticket ; but when election day came they turned
around aud voted the Republican ticket. Some of these men were in
my employ. They would come to me, unsolicited, and tell m « they were
going to vote the Democratic ticket, but on election day would vote the
Republican ticket. And the reason they would give was this: These
white Republicans have bad what they call their ¢ strikers” out, who
have said to these colored men who were about to vote the Democratic
ticket, you must not do =o; you must vote the Republican ticket. And
sometimes his colored associates would say that; or his preacher or his
wife. And those two agencies are frequently resorted to to keep the
colored men in the Republican party. Toe only Lulldozing I know is
of that sort. It a colored man were to vote the Democratic ticket he
would be ostracized among his race, if not actually mobbed ; he would
Le turned out of the church and divorced from his wife.

Q. Do you know of any unjuast discrimination against colored people
in the courts’—A. My observation has been considerable in that re-
spect, as in other matters. 1 have attended the courts ot diff ‘rent
couuties in my part of the State. In my-own county I know ot no in-
stance where a colored man has been imposed upon Ly a white man.
Of course, ordinary bar-roomn fracases and affrays have occurred; but
sach things occur among the trifling classes of Loth races evervwhere ;
and yet, we have not had many of these. In fact,in those thit we have
had, do not understand me to charge the blame up.n the colored people
any more than upon the white, and perbaps not so much. We have, I
am happy to say, a most excellent colored element in my section—peace-
able and industrious. To show that the colored pe.ople are not imposed
upon by the whites, I will relate these facts: We have had, within the
last thirteen years, eleven or twelve murders in my county. Five white
men and one white woman have been killed; the other murders have
been among the colored . people—that is, colured persons have been
killed by coiored persons. Iu those cases where white persons were
killed, the murderers were colored persons, or the evidence directly
pointed to the murderers being colored men ; but in no single instance
in thirteen years has a colored person been killed by a white persou.

Q. Five white men and one white woman have been killed by colored
men ?—A. Yes, sir; some of the murderers have been apprehended, and
some have made their escape; but it was known who they were.

Q. L wilt ask yon, while yon are upou that point, to relate briely the cir-
cumstances connected with the “Worley” mvrder.— A, Theonein connec-
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tion with whicb rape was supposed to be perpetrated—O, yes. The com”
munity is really under many obligations to the colored element for their
activity in bringing those murderers to justice. It was the most atrocious
murder ever committed in our State. The victims consisted of a father,
wother, and three infant children. They were tenants in a neighbor-
Lood known as ¢ The Islands,” that had previously been occupled and
inhabited altogether by colored people. The land is owned Ly a Mr.
Atkinson, who concluded that he would make a change and settle some
white tenants on some of his land, and did so. It seems that on that
account some jealousy or hostility arose among some of the colored ten-
ants toward these white tenants. That is one report of the origin of
the trouble. Another report is that one of these colored men had fre-
quently made remarks that this inan’s wife was a mighty pretty woman,
was too good for her husband, and that he certainly must become ac-
quainted with her. That was the evidence adduced ou trial. The mar-
der was committed some time in the night ; the tirst that was known of
the murder was that the busband and wife were found uext morning,
both murdered: The three children—one a chilil four years old, the
next not quite three, and the other an infant a few wonths old-——were
left during a cold February night, without any fire, in a lonely log

cabin, with the father outside and the mother right at the back x-.tepq,
both with their brains knocked out and their corpses terribly mangled;
there was none to guard the children except a faithful watch-dog. For
a loag time it was impossible to obtain any clue to the murderers; it
was a perfect mystery what could have been the inducement or provo-
cation to such a terrible crime. A post-mortemn examination showed
that Mrs. Worley had been outraged before she was killed. Of course
the entire community was terribly excited, and most Justly so. The
murdered persous had beeu peaceable, unoftending citizens, in the hum-
blest walks of life, as poor as they could possibly be; so the murder
could not have bwn committed for the purpose of obuumng any money
trom them. Every effort was made to ferret out the guilty parties.
The colored people, no doubt, felt their respousibility in the matter—
the better class in that section ; and they requested and urged permis-
sion’ to organize a jury of inquest. This was readily grauted by the
sherift'; they were permitted to deputize other sherifts, and to bave all
the tacilities that a regularly organized court of inquest could have had.
Atter working for a week or so they finally succeeded in getting a clue
to what they supposed would lead to the apprehbension of the guilty
ones. TbLe rest of the story was given in evidence when the case came
to trial. A colored man nawed Jerry Cox was arrested on suspicion.
At first be denied that he had had anything to do with it or knew any-
thing about it; but when he saw that the net of circumstantial evidence
which was woven around him seemed complete, these colored men
finally succeeded in getting a confession from him ; and the community
is very thankful to these colored men that the guilty parties, this Jerry
Cox. and three besides him, were finally brought to justice. They were
tried, convicted, and hanged.

Q. Through the instrumentality of these colored men 1—A. Yes, sir.
We never would bave succeeded in getting the evldence to conv ict the
murderers but for them.

So far as the courts of justice are concerned, I think Mr. O’Hara’s
statements are correct in most particulars. There is no discrimination
made between white men and colored men in our courts of justice.
The great trouble seems to be to get reliable evidence before the jury;
but that trouble arises without regard to the color of the party impli-

i
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cated or on trial. The majority of colored witnesses do not seem to
understand the nature of an oath; that is the great difficulty in our
courts. Of course that is the kind of witnesses that are more generally
put upon the stand Ly this class of criminals. Respectable colored men
seldom, if ever, have any business in the courts. But in regard to
color, I have known of no discrimination in our courts.

Q. Do you know of any discrimivation in the infliction of punishment
by judges?—A. 1 have not. If there is any discrimination, it is in
favor of the colored men. I remember one striking instance of thix,
Two white men, it seems, had left Greeunville to go home; they resided
some distance iu the country. They were evidently in liquor. Ou their
way howme they overtook or were overtaken by a couple of colored men.
They got into a cutting scrape, and had a terrible row. Both were in-
dicted for the affray. Ouar present governor, Mr. Jarvis, was attorney
for the colored men; while Major Latham was the attorney for the
white men. The white men were put on the stand, and swore that as
they were going howme, two colored men jumped out of an ambush and
assaulted them. The colored men were put on the stand and swore to
exactly the opposite ; that they were on their way howe, when the white
men came up bebind them and assaulted them. Both sides were ably
defended. When the case was given to the jury, the jury acquitted the
colored mmen and convicted the white men. Tie judge, a Democratic
judge, then ordered that an indictment be found against the white wmen
for perjury, on the testimony of the colored men.

1 could cite numbers of instances of that kind. There was the case
where William Bernard, a leading and inflaential Republican, who had
made himself obuoxious to leading Damocrats, but who had never been
molested. He was charged with highway robbery upon an old man;
the same old man died last week, seventy-nine years old. He was
seventv-six years old at the time of the robbery—that was three years
ay0 The evidence against Bornard was the strongest evidence I ever
heard. I published it at the time. Both white and black, that heard
the evidence, expected his conviction. The jury consisted of white
men; there was not a single colored man on the jury. I cite this to
show that no political considerations enter our courts; for he was a
leading obunoxious Republican; one of these ‘“strikers,” ready to do
any dirty work for the party that was needed. Yet, when the jury
rendered their verdict, he was acquitted. They had their doubts, and
they gave him the benefit of the doubt.

Another case was that where a colored man named Lewis Taylor was
charged with Killing Calvin Ethridge, a white man. There was no
doubt that he bad been hired to do the killing by two white meu; in
fact, the two white men employed couusel for him when his case came
to triul. Intelligent white men on the other side employed counsel to
prosecute Taylor. The case was removed from Wayne County to Duplin
Couuty—one of the strongest Democratic counties in the State. He was
tried Lefore a white jury, and the jury acquitted him. Here, again,
there was a doubt in the minds of the jury, and the accused, although
a colored man, was given the benefit of the doubt. Yet everybody to-
day believes him guilty. That case cost the gouuty more than twenty-
five hundred dollars.

My friend Otey, here, of course speaks only from report when he says
that white men who have been sentenced to the penitentiary are not
sent out to work ou the railroads. Now, [ know of white men who have
been sent to work on the railroads; I know of such a case in my own
county. A white man named Nuchin was sentenced to the penitentinry



140 NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES.

for five years, for stealing a pistol from a colored mau named Winn.
His wife was a very pitiable object, certainly deserving of charity ; and
I interested myselt in his behalf, and succeeded in getting up a strong
petition for his pardon; and the governor, with some reluctance, par-
doned him. While he was in the penitentiary he was sent out to work
on the Atkinson and Ralcigh Railroad. He-was the only white man
pardoned out of the penitentiary by our governor here [indicating
Governor Vance]; while three or more colored men were pardoned out
by him, before the expiration of their term. I think you pardoned ouly
oue white man, governor {

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir; and yet I think I was accused of being a little
too liberal.—A. Yes, sir; the principal complaint agaiust you on that
score was in the case of Stephen Darden, who was sentenced to be
hanged for burglary and attempt at rape, 'I'ne governor commuted his
pumshment to imprisonment for life.

I wish to express, with your permission, the feeling of our people
with regard to this exodus. Our white people, regardless of politics,
are opposed to it. It is resulting in great demoralization to our labor.
The colored man i8 the best laborer we can possibly tind on the face of
the earth.

Q. What is the opinion of the more intelligent and well-disposed col-
ored men 1— A. They, too, are opposed to it ; I do not know of a leading
colored man in my county that ic working in the interest of this ex-
odus movement. I cannot account for it. No intelligent man, ot either
race, can account for such a disposition to leave taking possession of
our people. Leading white men, whether Democrats or Republicaus,
are opposed to the movement. Some Democrats,’for pulitical reasous,
would be glad to have the colored people go; but those who are disin-
terested, of all parties, regard the exodus as a calamity to both whites
and blacks, and advise the colored people not to go.

Q. You mentioned that the exodus had a demoralizing effect upon
labor in your section ; explain in what way.—A. 1 will give you one
instance out of many that will show you. Needham Smith, a well-to do
farmer near Goldsboro’, had a contract or agreement with three ¢)lored
men to crop on his land this year. He supposed that he had succeeded
in getting reliable and industrious tenants for the year. To my own
knowledge he came to town and purchased a couple of mules for the
parties, and implements with which to work the farm ; for these they
were to pay him, on time ; he supposed that all was settled between him
and the parties; they seemed to be perfectly satisfied. But on Saturday
week, or Sunday week, I forget exactly which, they came and rather
surprised him by telling him that they had made up their minds to go
to Iodiana, and requesting him to take back his mules and other
things. Of course that caused him considerable expense and embarrass-
ment. If he engages other men to work his land, there is no knowing
when they will conclude to go to Indiana, too. That is an illustration
of the demoralized coondition into which our labor system has been
thrown by this exodus movement. Oar farmers don’t know what to
do—what preparations to make. There seeins to be a lull in the exodus
there—right in that vicin#ty—just now; but if it should receive a new
start—a fresh impetus —there is no telling to what extent it might go
before it would cease, or in what shape it might leave ns. And it seems
that no intelligent white men or colored men, Republicans or Dewmocrats,
have any means to stop it.

Q. Le! me ask you in relation to the credality of the colored people ;
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are.they not suspicions of white people, as to what they may say on
political subjects I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And is not that suspicion carried into all the business of life —
A. Yes, sir. I think the greatest mistake that has been made by the
Democrats of North Carohna in regard to the exodus has been this:
if we bad just advised themn to go they would not have been so willing
to go. We advised them not to go, and they at once suspected that we
bad some political purpose in view. Inasmoch as Democrats advised
against the exodus, the colored people concluded that there must be
something good in it. :

Q. Are they not credulously disposed and much more prone to listen
to a stranger, who comes to them talking philanthropy, than to Lelieve
wen with whown they are acquainted #—A. Yes, sir. I have seen some
of the papers circulated Ly this Taylor Evans. He lives in my town,
and, as 1 said before, I did his printing for him for awhile. He bas been
for years a leader of the colored Republicans in our town and neighbor-
bood. There are better men—a hundred times better men—imong our
colored people. Buu he is ratber intelligent, shrewd, active, a good
worker, and 80 manages to retain considerable influence over them.
Men who want to be nominated to some petty office give him a suit of
clothes or something, and he brings his men into line an'l does the work.
I believe he helped count out my colored friend, Mr. O’Hara, bere.

It seems that this man, Taylor Evaus, has succeeded in getting em-
ployment from what he calls an Emigrant Aid Society. I have printed
haudbills for him, calling upon the colored people to meet and consider
this exodus business. Meetings were held at various places in the
county. At these meetings the people were told that they must leave
North Carolina before May. They were told that if the Democrats
should elect the next President the colored people would all have to
leave North Carolina or go into slavery. All such rascally means were
resorted to in order to induce the colored people to leave.

Q. You have given us the opinion of a large majority of the Demo-
cratic party, and of the more intelligent class of the colored people ;
what i3 the opinion of the white leaders of the Republican party in our
State—such men as Governor Holden, and Governor Smith, and Colonel
Humphrey 1—A. Ihave conversed with Mr. Smith, and Mr. Humphrey,
aod Judge Stanton, and in fact with nearly all the Republican leaders
of the State, and they express themselves unequivocally as being em-
phatically opposed to the colored people leaving our State. They hold
that there is no occasion for their leaving; that the colored people have
it in their own haunds to elevate themselves where they are if they see
fit to do 80, and can make themselves as comfortable in North Carolina
asin Indiana or any other State. But somehow they seem to have lost
their influence over the class who are leaving. The other day, a short
time before starting from home, I met an old darky, sixty-three or sixty-
four years old, who was preparing to emigrate. He had been farming
on the lands of the Wootens, near La Grange. I asked him, % What
are you going to Indiana for, as old as you are!” He answered, “I
vant to better myself.” I replied, *“ Have you not been doing well
egough 17  Hesaid, “ I think I can do betterin Indiana.” Isaid, ¢ How
loog bave you been living on Wooten’sland 1” He said, “About seven
years.” [ said, ¢ How much land did you have there?” He said he
did not know, bat I knew, he bad about sixteen acres. Isaid, ¢ Wasn’t
it good land1” He said, “Yes.” “And with a good house on it$”
“Yes.,” * What rent did you pay 1” I asked. He said, * [ didn’t pay
any reut.” “You bave lived there seven years, and never paid any
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rent?” ¢ Yes.” ¢“And had your fire-wood free?” ¢ Yes.,” “And now
you want to go to Indiana to do better,” I said. About this tiine Mr.
Wooten came along; he had previously told me the terms upon which
the old man was living on his place, aud I said to him, * You ought to
have given the old man a mule and a wagon, and hired sowebody to
chop his wooul for him, and possibly he might have staid.”

The other day—I think last week, Wednesday—a crowd of people
left Goldsborough forthe North, and at the cars I met the old man. I said
to him, * You aresmaking a sad mistake; I think you will regret this
day’s work as long ax you live, for you are doing better here tban you
possibly can do in Indiana.” His wife spoke upthen and said, * That is
exactly what I think about it.” Then the old man said, ¢ What do they
want us to come for then . They wrote for us to come on. If we can-
not do better there than here, why do they tell us so?”

Q. It is stated in a circular issned by the Emigrant Aid Society of
this city that the colored people are not allowed to raise vegetables or
anything else upon which they can subsist during the season, but are
forced to procure their necessary supplies from their landlords at fancy
prices. Do you know whether such is the case or not in North Caro-
lina 1—A. 1 kuow that nothing of the sort is true in North Carolina. 1
bave no garden, as I live in the center of the city, where ground is val-
nable, and consequently almost entirely occupied by buildings. So [ am
of necessity compelled to buy vogctabl«q, and I buy my vegetables from
colored gardeners, who not only raise ali they need for theu own con-
sumption. but all they wish for sale.

Q. Is there any prohibition at all on colored people keeping vegetable
gardens 3—A. Noune at all.  Mr. Otey has spoken of the landlord and
tenant system of North Carolina. The law in relation to that wmatter
was first passed by a Republican legislature. It is simnilar to the labor-
er’s or mechanic’s lien. The laborer or mechanic is protected Ly his
lien. If I employ a mechanic, whether white or colored, to build me a
house, be can take a lien on the property. In a similar way the land-
16rd is protected Ly this landlord and tenant act. It does not affect
oppressively the honest man, either white or black. It protects one race
as wuch as the other. It mtex feres only with such as wish to cheat their

landlords. o

By Mr. WINDOM :

Q. You say you are the editor of a« Democratic paper I—A. Yes, sir,

Q. How long have you been engaged in that occupation 3—A. Thir-
teen years. .

Q. Are you pretty well acquainted with the colored people of your
district ?—A. Very well.

Q. What is the number of the Congressional district in whi:h you
live *—A. The second.

Q. Are the colored men in that district all Republicans 2—A. Yes,
sir; except some few; in my own connty there are, perhaps, not to
exceed fifty colored men who vote the Democratic ticket.

Q. What is the Republican majority 3—A. I think seven or eight
bundred, white and black.

Q. How long since it has been represented in Congress by a Repnb-
lican 2—A. It has always been represented by a Republican uutil the
present Congress.

Q. You mean commencing with the 4th of last March }—A. Yes, sir;
since the State was redistricted, and up to the 4th of last March, the
district bas always been represented by a Republican.

¢
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Q. Who is the Representative in the Forty-sixth Congress 7—A. Mr.
Kitchen.

Q. Was he not in the last Congress—the Forty-fifth 1—A.]No, sir;
Governor Brogden represented that district in the Forty-fifth Congress.

Q. You say the colored people have not much confidence in Demo-
crats 3—A. No, sir; I said not politically. Otherwise they come to
them freely for advice, or favors, or assistance.

Q. In matters of vusiness they look to them for .ulvlce ?'—A."Yes, sir;
in everything except politics.

Q. Ave they ready to take your advice in lmttcrs not poiitical I—A
Yex, sir.

Q. Then why do youadvance the theory that if the Democrats had ad-
vised them to go they would have staid I—A. I say now that they will
take our advice in everything except political matters.

Q. But this is not political ; it is industrial.—A. I think it has some-
thing of a political gloss to it.

Q. This, certainly, is & movement looking to their employment; aud
yet you have told us that if the Democrats had advised them to go they
would have been more likely to stay.—A. I bave said that they have
rot much faith in Demoerats, in political matters.

Q. Is there any politics in that 7—A. They look upon it in that light;
tbey were told that they were wanted in Indiana to vote the Republi-
can ticket.

Q. Who tells them that ?—A. Some of their ¢ strikers.” The evi-
dence we have is that the movement was first instigated by Republi-
cans—whether leading Republicans or not I am not prepared to say.

Q. What is your information on that subject ¥—A. The first informa-
tion I had was a paper that was placed in my hands, called the Green-
castle Banner, in which the editor proposed to find homes for ftifteen
hundred colored immigrants in this State.

Q. Did it make any political suggestion in connection with that prop-
osition 2—A. I do not know that be did.

Q. That proposition was purely industrial !—A. It appeared so.

Q. No other reason was stated *—A. No, sir.

Q. Only that if they would come they would be furmshed with homes ?
-—A. That was the proposition. .

Q. Was there any political suggestion there ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Where else did you obtain any information on this subject ?—A.
The correspondence these parties who are working up the exodus morve-
ment had with regard to it was with men who, I am informed, are Re-
publicans,

Q. Did you hear of their offering the colored people any political in-
ducements qr giving them any political reasons why they should come
to Indiana ?—A, No, sir. I saw that one colored man, named C. A.
Scott, was very cautious in hisreport; he said, *“ You can get a few dol-
lars more wages in Indiana, but you will have to work harder; no idle
time is allowed ; you will not be indulged as you are in North Carolina.”
He evidently had not the courage to advise them to go. He said, ¢ If
you do go, you had better not go till spring.”

Q. His report was, in substance, if you are industrious, and will go to
Indiana, you can do well; but the lazy had better stay in North Caro-
lina ; is there any political motive in that ?—A. Apparently not. But
when I asked him whom did he meet in Indianapolis, he meutioned sev-
eral persous: Dr. Abbot, a colored man, Mr. Thompson, a colored man,
and a white man who was one of the city ofticers. I asked him what
their politics were, and he said they were Republicans. I asked him
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how he came to seek these parties. He said he had letters of introduc-
tion to them, indorsed by representative colored men from North Car-
olina.

Q. Then, it is only because he had letters of introduction to and had
conversation with Republicans that you suppose this movement to have
a political purpose ? —A. I said that I had no knowledge of my own;
that I spoke only from common reports.

Q. Did he state that these Republicans whom he met in Indianapolis
gave any political reason for iuviting colored people to come into the
State 3—A. 1 do not know that he did.

Q. They better not come until spring, be said {—A. [ think that was
one thing he said.

(At this poiut some discussion arose as to the laws of Indiana in re-
gard to voting, which the chairman settled by stating that there was a
provision in the constitution of Indiana whereby a resideuce of six
months in the State makes a man a voter.)

By Mr. WINDOM:

Q. Would you not have supposed that, if they wanted these men
there for polmcal purposes, he would not have asked them to postpone
going there till spring 2—A. I have simply told you what was said to
me, or what I bave henrd from common report; you can draw your
own inferences.

Q. Then all the reason you have for supposing this movement to
bave a political purpose is because this man, when be went to Indian-
apolis, took ‘with hiin letters addressed to Republicans and while there
conversed with Republicans 7—A. No, sir; that is not all the reason I
have. 1 had observed that Scott was very unwilling to communicate
freely to me on the subject, suspecting that I intended to use any-
thing that I might learn from him for puablication. He is a mechanic,
a carpenter, a good workman, and finds no trouble in getting employ-
ment by the leading citizens. He is looked upon as a mwan of charac-
ter. Therefore he was very cautious what he said to me. So I bad a
gentleman, a friend of mine, who is a practicing pbysician, Dr. Cobb,
call upon him. The doctor said to him, ¢ I have read your interview in
the Messenger, and am highly pleased with it;” and they conversed for
some time in regard to it. Finally Dr. Cobb said, ¢ Do you think that
it is really the condition of the colored people in Tudiana that they can
earn morc wages and will be better off in all respects than they are
here ¥’ Then Scott said, ¢ I will tell you, doctor; I do not tell editors
everything I know; but I will tell yon that the real fact of the matter is
this: the colored people will not stay in Indiana more than a year; the
object is to get them to Indiana; and there they are now forming a land
and emigration association, and thev intend to carry the colored people
to a large tract of land in Kansae, and in a year from now they will be
taken from Indiana and carried to Kansas.”

Q. That is the statement which the doctor gave you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How do you account for these people going there -—~A. The only
way [ can account for it is that these agents, Evans and others, were
paid to work up the fever.

Q. Do you know how they were paid 3—A. No, sir; I have no idea.
I have seen the evidence of Mr. Dukehart, where he says he pays
Evans a dollar a head, and Evans has not denied it.

Q. You do not know of any other reason ?—A. I stated that since
that I had a letter placed in my bhand from Nathan Wade, in which he
asks for money to come home; and I read that letter to Taylor Evans,
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and I ggid, “If you have any conszience at all you would quit this busi-
ness, ling th se people there to starve;” and he said, “I am jast
empld by the Emigration Aid Society;” and he said to me, ¢ If you
were Moyed to do a certain work, wouldn’t youn do your duty #”

Q. He said he was employed by the Emigration Aid Society }—A.
Yes, sir; and he says, “ If you were employed to do a thing, wouldu’t
you do your duty ¥” I asked him if he knew of their condition theres
He =said he didvw’t know anything of their condition there. I saidy
“Why don’t you go there and see to it1” He said he had only money
enough to go to Washington and turn back.

Q. I see in this newspaper where Ex-Judge W. J. Clarke has started
a paper called The Signal, and where he states that a negro accused of -
a crime is convicted on half the evidence that it takes to couvict a white
man.—A. My answer is that there is no truth in the chirge; that it i3
false. My answer is here in this copy of my paper.

INFAMOUS DEFAMATIONS.

Our attention was recently directed to a paragraph taken from an article in ex-Jndge
W. J. Clarke’s paper, the Signal, in which the ex-judge charges that in many of onr
eastern counties * the colored man is excluded from the jury-box because of his color,”
and, tarther, that ‘“a negro accused of crime is convicted on bhalf the evidence which
i8 necessary to convict & white man.” This charge, coming whence it may, is simply
infamous, and the only excuse we can find for the false declaration is that the author
thereof may have reached the petulance of age that is the early blossom of senility,
and that his faculties are so abated that he may plead the infirmities of years for hav-
ing given utterance to so vile a slauder against our people. .

There is no truth in the charge, so far as the inferior courts of the cownties of WWayne
and Lenoir are concerned, which his ex-judgeship delights in pointing out so conspic-
uously in connection with what we have quoted from his article, and the reckless im-
putation, in manner aund in matter, is simply a fabrication, a piece of arrogauce, or, in
charity, let us hope, a thoughtless license of speech.

Oar Kinston contemporary has already spoken its protest as far as Lenoir County is
concerned, and the Messenger does so in behalf of Wayne County. Our inferior eourt
is presided over by three most honorable gentlemen, and its worthy solicitor is as geu-
erous as he is unbiased in the discharge of his unpleasant duties, alike to white
and black. All who know the presiding justice, old Maj. John C. Slocumb, know him
to be a high-toned, npright, Christian gentleman, as such respected by both white and
black, and what we here say of him we can also apply in the strictest sense to his as-
sociates upon the bench, Messrs. L. G. Pearsall and F. I. Becton. Mr.I. F. Dortch, the
able solicitor, has the confidence of our citizens, and discharges his duties with an eye
to mercy rather than bias towards colored offenders, and we could cite many instances
in evidence of this fact. Again, the charge that colored men are being excluded from
juries is not true, especially when applied to Wayne County inferior court. We are
officially assured that there has not been a jury empaneled for several terms but two
or more colored men were on it, except when set aside by the defendant in the case.
The State has hardly ever rejected one.

No, there is no oppression of the colored people in our courts of justice, and, lastly,
our readers will agree with us that such imrutatious come with peculiar bad grace
from the pen of ex-Juidge Clarke, his judicial record considered, no matter whether it
he intended as a * puft’ for show ” or a * field-bat ” for political ends.

Q. It is a fact, however, that it is claimed by papers in your own State
that such things exist 3—A. No, sir; it is not.

Q. Is not that one of your North Carolina papers 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Doesn’t the editor claim it 8o ¥—A. Yes, sir; he is a Republican,
and edits a Republican paper.

Q. Then you think a Republican cannot tell the truth —A. Yes, sir,
he can; bat this is not true. I was speaking awhile ago of the court
in one county, and I wish to say that I am not at all in favor of the in-
ferior courts, and I advocated that criminal courts should be established
in their place. Yet we have most excellent gentlemen, three highly-
esteemed gentlemen, on the bench, one who is an old Christian gentle

10 EX
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man, a Methodist of lifetime standing, who are on our bench, and they
are generally liked by both white and black.

Q. Isn’t there difterence of opinion in North Carolina as hether
the negroes have all their rights in the courts?—A. There 'WPe some
demagogues who want oftfice who make tbat charge, but intelligent Re-
publicans do not make that charge, and the ignorant portion of the
colored people are ready to believe that they have some grievances
when it is continually told to them by these men. They Lelieve they
are wronged in the courts, but those who kuow and understand the
situation do not think so. For those who do not get an attorney one is
appointed for him, and they generally take an appeal from the decision
if he is not fairly treated.

Q. Well, then, Mr. Bonitz, isn’t there a difference between the Repub-
lican demagogues and the Democratic patriots as to this fact !—A. Yes,
sir; but there are demagogues in both parties.

Q. Well, some of these Republicans do hold so I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The North State is a paper published in your State?—A. Yes, sir’
I am exchanging with it.

Q. What does it think about it?—A. I do not know, sir. I am not
very familiar with that section, as it is some distance from my place to
Greensborough.

Q. Do you know anything agaiust the editor of that paper?—A. I
think the editor is Mr. Keogh. .

Senator VANCE. No, it is not.

The WITNESS. I was under the impression it was Keogh; that is the
reason I stated what I did; but I look upon that paper as beinga good
paper. )

Q. (By Senator WINDoM.) If he says the negroes are not fairly treated
in the matter of juries, do you think that he does that from a false mo-
tive, or that he is simply mistaken as to his judgment¥—A. I think he
is doing wrong to single out rare cases and charge them as being the
rule. 1 might cite the case of Mechin, and say that was a hard sentence;
but the general character of the person is taken into account in the
courts in imposing sentences.

Q. I find that this gentleman of whom you spoke so well, and who
edits this paper, says:

In the year 1870 the Democrats obtained control of the legirlature for the firat time
since the war. It is well understood that their victory was won by the aid of the
ku-klux,and was the result of the bloody outrages committed by that order during
the two or three years preceding that election. This order and kindred organiza-
tions, which bad for their common object the snppreesion or control of the votes of
the colored people, were disbanded. Prosecutions against many members of these or-
ders bad already been instituted in the courts of the United States, and murderers of
colored people, and Republicans could no longer expect that immunity which had been
so generously and so invariably extended to them by the State courts. It was be-
lieved that the work so well begun could be accon:plished just as effectually and far
more safely through the legislature, many of whom were members of the different
secret orders organized to prevent negro supremacy, and many others elected by their
influence and heartily sympathizing with them. In other words, the Democrats, find-
ing that they could not deprive the colored people of the right to vote by violence
without great danger to themselves, determined to accomplish this ohject, so dear to
their hearts, by law. From that date the legislation of North Carolina, so far as it
affects the colored people and their interests, bears the unmistakable impress of the ka-
klux, and breathes the intalerant spirit of that bloody order. The first important step
which the Democrats took to carry out the programme which they had laid down
was to deprive the people of the right to elect their own county commissioners and
magistrates, and to give the legislature the right to appoint the latter. By this act
they placed the power of trying petty casesin the hands of a lot of their own ku-klux
followers, who have not failed to carry out the wishes of their masters. This was felt
to Le a heavy blow, but it was light in comparison with what was to come. The col-
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ored people might have borne, with some equanimity, the sight of a ku-klux govern-
or and secretary of state but when they are compelled to have their lives and their
liberty placed in the hands of ku-klax judges, they feel ‘that the limit of human for-
bearance has been reached. Oune, at least, of the judges of our superior court was an
active member of the ku-klux, and attained to rank and influence in the order in his
own county.

It is truc that he showed the white feather when the pinch came, but this very cow-

ardice makes him the more dangerous, becanse he would naturally be anxious to wipe
out this disgrace by more than common zeal in the service of the men whon in their
bour of danger he was ready to betray to save his own skin. It is his Brund boast
that he once shot a ‘‘nigger” in the back in SELF DEFENCE, and he never bas forgiven
the ‘‘nigger” for it to this day. There are others of our judges who, if not mem-
bers of the ku-klinx, were in full sympathy with them. Here, then, we have a view
of the whole system—a ku-klux legislature to make the laws, a ku-klux solicitor to
prosecute, a ku-klux jury to try the case, and a ku-klux judge to pass sentence; men
who have, all of them, taken a solemun oath to exert their power to keep down the
colored people. When we add to this the notorious fact that these 1aen and their
friends believe that ‘‘ niggers” have no right to vote, and that the placing of the
ballot in the hands of the colored people was an outrage on the entire South, and was
done on purpose to humiliate Southern men, we can see that this system is a far more
formidable engine of oppression than any open violence, because its work is done under
the forms of latw.
A. With your permission I would like to make an explanation. So
far as his statement about the taking of the right of suffrage from the
people—the right of electing their own officers, I will state that previ-
ous to the last constitution we had the most miserable and deplorable
state of county governwments. For instance, in our own county we had
a bad government; the county bouds were almost worthless, and the
county finances were in the hands of speculators and brokers in the
court-house, and the warrants were not worth forty ceunts on the dollar.
The jurors could not get a dollar for sitting on the juries, and not a
dollar of claim against the county could be collected. We had ignorant
people on the courts and for magistrates, and came frequently near
having difficulties growing out of these facts. Oune that I know of was
a colored magistrate who could not read and write. He was in a colored
township, where the population was largely colored, and he was a noto-
rious character. Yet the colored people elected him to any office that
he wanted, either to the legislature or any other office that he aspired
to. He abused his influence, and in several cases took bribes to decide
the cases before him—in two or three cases. He would order wild
yoang colored men to take their guns and go and arrest white men
without a warrant. And all this kind of thing caused the reorganiza-
tion of these county governments. The leading republicans desired it
in many instances, and preferred the legislature to appoint the magis-
trates. It was the desire to get back to the old system before the war,
because it was necessary to all who owned property to have it fairly
assessed and taxed, and the money applied to legitimate purposes.

Q. My desire is to ask you if there are not difterences of opinion be-
tween some people of the State on that subject 1—A. Yes, sir; there are.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. I observe that you stated there was no discrimination between the
races in the courts.—A. No, sir; there is no discrimination.

Q. You do understand that there is a very substantial difference be-
tween the penal laws of North Carolina and most Northern States in
regard to the punishment of offences ¥—A. I do not think so.

Q. Do you understand that in Indiana the stealing of seventy-five
cents is punished in the same way as in North Carolina !—A. It you
had such loose moral characters.

Q. No, no; I am simply asking if it is so.—A. No, sir; I think not.
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Q. Is it so that the penal laws of Indiana and the Northern States
generally are more favorable to petty offences than in North Carolina ?
—A. Yes, sir; I believe 8o, and yet our courts have as much to do as
they can in trying these cases.

Q. I am not asserting that your laws are not necessary there, but T
am speaking of the fact that there is a great difference between the
laws of your State and that of most Northern States.

Senator VOORHEES. I will save you the trouble, Mr. BLAIR, of ques-
tioning Mr. Bonitz with regard to the laws of Indiana. We have
plenty of evidence here at hand upon that subject, and I will save yon
the trouble of examining bim upon it.

Senator BLAIR. How many instances have you seen of men sent to
the penitentiary five years for stealing seventy five cents worth of prop-
erty ? What do you know of anything of that kind ?

Senator VOORHEES. I will prove that the same thing is dlone in In-
diana just as soon as you get through with the witness. I will prove
that petit larceny is punished with as severe penalties almost in the
State of Indiana as in North Carolina. There are plenty of witnesses
to prove it; two prosecuting attorneys will prove it.

Q. (By Senator BLAIR.) What was your understanding upon this sab-
ject before you got your understanding now from the chairman #—A. I
know nothing about the laws of the Northern States, except what in-
formation I received by reading reports in my exchanges of trials and
convictions there. Of course I admit there is a diversity of penalties
inflicted upon the same offences throughout the United States. I have
seen in the New York courts where a party has stolen thousands of
dollars and gotten off with one year in the penitentiary, bat in oar
courts where penalties are very severe they are generally penalties in-
flicted on old offenders. If they are first oftences probably they will be
let off on the payment of costs. If we had less severe penalties in our
State 1 do not see how we could get along with our courts.

Q. I was not asking you as to that. I am getting at the state of
mind of the people there. Isu’t it the understanding that the punish-
ments are less severe in the Northern States than in the Southern
States +—A. The colored people have been made to believe that, and
that is the reason some of them are going to the North.

Q. That would be a reason which would operate on white as well as
black, would it not $—A. Yes, sir; of course it would.

Q. Still you say there is no discrimination between the races '—A.
No, 8ir; there is np discrimination.

Q. But the belief is that the laws are more liberal in Indiana than in
North Carolina —A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And that accounts for the exodus to some extent +—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is all.

The WirTNEss. While I want to protest that I am not a Republican,
yet I also want to protest that when you speak of the disfranchisement
of the parties for larceny in my State as being a law that operates
harshly on the Republicans I want to say that the Republican party of
my State are not all rogues.

By Senator VANCE:
Q. Who was the prosecuting attorney in the second district 3—A. He
was a colored man named Collins. Nl
Q. Who is the prosecuting officer now ¥—A. Swift Calloway ; he is
the first prosecuting officer who is a Democrat that we had in our dis-
trict. '
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN E. LAMB.

JOHN E. LAMB sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN::

I Question. Where do you reside #—Answer. Terre Haute,Vigo County,
ndiana.

Q. You were born there, I believe ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your occupation {—A. Practicing law,

Q. How long have you been practicing law —A. About five years.

Q. State what official positions you have held in your profession 1—
A. I was prosecuting attorney in my district for three and a half years.
SQI What counties were embraced in your district —A. Vigo and

allivan,

Q. You were three and a half years prosecuting attorney ?—A. Yes,
8ir; once by appointment and ounce by election.

Q. That is of the circuit court 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State, Mr. Lamb, whether your acquaintance is very general in
the county in which you live, and especially in Sullivan County 1—A.
Yes, sir; I know them very well, perhaps as well as auybody in Salli-
van County, and especially do I know the people of my own county.

Q. State what ward you live in, in the city of Terre Haute ¥—A. In
the third ward.

Q. What proportion of the colored population of the city reside in that
ward !—A. Not quite one-half.

Q. There are more in that ward than in any other ward of the city ¥—
A. Yex, 8ir; twice as mauy.

Q. How many colored voters are there in Vigo County —A. Between
four and five hundred.

Q. Making the population about how many in that county 1—A.
Making, I bLelieve, five—to count but one voter, and a great many of
them are young men—I should say two thousaund colored people iu the
couunty.

Q. Mr. Lamb, the examination of the last witness closed on questions
concerning the penal laws of Indiana and North Carolina; state if you
are familiar with the peoal laws of Indinna ?—A, Yes, sir; I am.

Q. State what penalty can be intlicted in our courts for |)em larceny ?
—A. Waell,sir, petit larceny in our State is an offunce defined by statute,
and cousists of stealing any property of any value not exceeding 815,
and is panishable by tine unot exceeding $5)0 and confinement in the
penitentiary not more than three years, or in the common jail for any
time less than one year.

Q. How about disfranchisement?—A. They can be disfranchised for
any purpose not more thaun fourteen years.

Q. For petit larceny they can be imprisoned for three years and dis-
franchised fourteen ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State it you, as prosecuting attorney, have seen any cases of {hat
kind in your experience.—A. I sent a white man to the penitentiary
for two years for stealing a bottle of whisky and an old bat.

Q. The value of those articles was not equal to seventy-five cents,
was it '—A. No, sir; I doo’t think it was. Bat if you will allow me to
say it, 1 think the man went to the penitentiary on general principles.

Q. He was a bad man ¥—A. Yes, sir; everybody was ready to send
him there whenever they got a chance.

Q. There is no trouble, however, about sending anan to the peniten-
tiary for stealing seventy-five cents if he is convicted #—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there any disfranchisement ?—A. I think two years, the same
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as the term in the penitentiary. That was in Sullivan County, where
the Democratic majority is 1,300.

Q. The man was tried by a Democratic jury ¥—A. I cannot say as to
the composition of that jury, but I do not believe you can get a jury in
that county without two-thirds of themm being Democrats.

Q. He was a Democrat himself, wasn’t he 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it was a Democratic court +—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you yourself are a Democrat 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you sent him to the penitentiary for two years and disfran-
chised bim for two ?—A. Yes, sir. Mr, Kelley has corrected me as to
that ; it was for two years.

Q. So if these North Carolina people think they are going to a land
where there i8 a more lenient penal law than they bave in North Caro-
lina, they are mistaken3—A. Yes, sir; unless the peunalty can be in-
creased to five years down there, as one of the witnesses stated.

Q. Now, I want to know what vou kuow, if anything, on the subject
of these people coming into our county ; how many have been brought
there —A. Well, I should say, up to the time I left home, Mouday
afternoon, there had come into Vigo County between one hundred and
fifty and two hundred people, men, women, and children. Besides this
number, there have been perbaps forty or tifty come to Terre Haute,
and taken to Parke County and Rockville, twenty or tweunty-five wmiles
above there.

Q. Who took them up there !—A. I cannot say who took them. I
know who sent them. It was Mr. Walker, the mail agent at Terre
Haute, at the depot.

Q. Who is Mr. Walker 1—A. He is the mail agent at the depot.

Q. Is he a prominent colored politician !—A. He is the most promi-
nent man amoung them.

Q. Where are those people who bave been brought to Vigo County t
—A. A number of them are standing on the streets, young wen, and
there are a number of boys among them ; there are meu, women, and
children—men who are the hLusbands of women, I suppose—who are
quartered now in what is known as the new African Methodist Episco-
pal church, down in the third ward.

Q. How many of them are housed in that church 1—A. Well, I think
on that day there were forty or fifty.

Q. How were they being fed 7—A. By the charity of the people round
about there.

Q. What measures were taken to raise money for them to buy them
something to eat!—A. Ten days ago there was a meeting of the colored
people to do something about it. I do not kuow the purposes of the
meeting further than it all ended in a row in trying to raise a commit.
tee. They failed to do so. The better class of colored people in our
State are opposed to the movement. Nobody but Walker has taken any
promineuce iu it since they came there without food or means. 1 think
there is sowme sort of organization gotten up on Sunday, some sort of
relief society to help them. Sowe of them came there on Friday night
and some Saturday and Mounday. I saw some of them, with baskets on
their arms, looking for food; I saw several of them who stopped me and
asked me for money, Some of them were rather well dressed and well-
behaved looking people, but they had no money and nothing to eat.

Q. What proportlon of those who have reacbed Terre Hante bave re-
ceived employment 2—A. Very few. I know that some of them bave
been employed. Mr. Walker has interested in getting thewm employed ;.
I donot thiuk that otbers have. The wages for colured people are so
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low, and there are enough of our own people to fill all the positions, that
they cannot make more than ten to twelve dollars with board. You
know of cases, and so do I, where they have been paid in good families
that much, but never more. They cannot get work, and several of them
told me that they had been told they would have to wait until spring to
get work on the farms.

Q. I know your full acquaintance with nearly everybody in Vigo
County ; from that acquaintance with the farmers of Vigo County, will
you tell this committee whether there is any demand for these people
or for any laborers in that county at this time{—A. I am well ac-
qaainted with the farmers of the county and in our township, and I
never heard of any such demand, and I think if there was such a de-
mand I would know of it.

Q. What could a laboring man get to do starting out to get a day’s
work, white or colored, at this season of the year, especially in Vigo
County +—A. I do not see how he could work at all, unless he worked
for nothing ; of course he might work for his board; if there was any
work for him to do, maybe he would get fifty centx a day for a day’s
work. There are plenty of men, I believe, in Vigo County for $10 per
month, and glad to get it in the winter time.

Q. Did you bappen to talk to trustee Abbott before you left home 1—
A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. What is your information and knowledge of people wanting em-
ployment there and not being able to get it —A. I do not know as I
can say, except that men bave been coming to me for the last six
months asking for help and for work, and if they could not get work
they needed charity.

Q. Isn’t it a common and a constant thing 1—A.. Yes, sir.

Q. State in regard to our county, whetber it is an old, well-settled
and cultivated county, or a new county demanding labor to clear it up
and pat it under cultivation.—A. It is an old county, a good agricul-
tural county, and well populated, and I suppose in the seveuty or ninety
counties of our State there is not one as densely populated as it.

Q. It was settled in 1812, 1 believe 1—A. Yes, and has about 30,000
people in it.

Q. Do you know what became of those emlgrants who were taken up
into Parke County ?—A. No, sir; I dow’t think they got employment,
and for those I think they made arrangements up there in the Quaker
settlement, up near Annapolis.

YQ That is a heavy Republican county, is it not, Parke County 1—A.
es, 8ir.

Q. And you say they took fifty or sixty up there I—.A\. Yes, sir; but
they were not all voters.

Q. You stated that there were not more than fifty or sixty who had
gone to Vigo County !—A. I have heard of only a few; some may get a
day’s work, but I do not know as to that. I know there are six or seven
employed by Republican politicians there.

Q. Who are they !—A. There are two or three men and women em-
ployed by Mr. Beauchamp, a Republican politician, who was consul at
Aix-1a-Chapelle and Cologne. He has not been back long. Another
politician, Mr. Boudinot, I think has one.

Q. You may give such evidence as you have, that this is a political
movement, 8o far as the State is concerned, or any other facts that you
many have concerning the exodus.—A. I do not know what reasons
they have for immigration to other parts of the State; but it has im-
pressed me as a peliticel movemenrt f+ . s reason—that when the
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people came there they were not met by people regardless of politics, or
Ly the better classes of people, even of the colored people, but they
were met by these United States officials who bave been active in get-
ting them to come there, and getting places and taking care of them. I
heard of this man Walker sending a circular to the South some ten
«days ago.

Q. Did you see this circular '—A. No, sir; I did not read it. ButI
know that those Republicans who are going about in Terre Haute try-
ing to get employment for these people are favoring the movement;
and I know the further fact that a gentleman, a very prominent Repub-
lican from Terre Haute, told me last Saturday that Walker came to
him and said they should make room for a large number of them. Itis
a desideratum for them to come there. They are trying to get them in
Terre Haute, so located as to carry my ward at the spring elections.
From these facts, and others that 1 knew, and because 1 knew they
would not fare as wen tuere as they would in North Carolina, after they
told me that they were getting from ten to twelve dollars a month in
North Carolina, aud tua. they were well treated, and that none of them
bad any complaint against their treatment in North Carolina, I thought
they had better stay there than come to Indiana. I will state that I
never heard of any railroad company being interested in the movement
at all before 1 read the evidence before this committee the other day. I
did not know of any motive of that kind for the exodus.

By Senator BLAIR :

Q. You say you were a prosecuting officer for three and a half
vears I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For the entlic: . vty % -A. For two counties. We have a dis-
trict, and mine is the fourteenth Jjudicial district. '

Q. What county do you live in }—A. The county I live in is Vigo,
and has fifty thousand people.

Q. What of the other county !—A. I should say Sullivan County has
twenty thousand people. I should think there are seventy thousand
in the district.

Q. Your district comprises .some large places. What is the popula-
tion of Terre Haute?—A. We polled five thousand votes in Terre
Haute, and I suppose the population, according to the ratio allowed for
votes, would be about twenty-five thousaund people.

Q. Are there any other large places in your district I—A. No, sir;
Sullivan bas about two thousand to twenty-five hundred voters.

Q. T understood you to state the populdtlou at two thousand, for the
negroes, in Vigo County 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there as many there as in other counties I—A. No, sir; there
is not a hundred in Sullivan County.

Q. Was your practice very extensive while you were prosecuting at-
torney I—A. Yes, sir; we have a criminal court in our county, in Vigo
County, aud causes are tried in the criminal court Ly the criminal
prosecuting attorney ; so the bulk of my practice, as publlc prosecuting
attorvey, was in Sullivan County.

Q. You had a good knowledge, however, of the criminal practice in
the district I—A. Yes, sir; I suppose I had, for 1 was prosecating in
Sullivan County, but that did not prevent me from defending a man
before the criminal court at howe.

Q. You were appoiuted prosecuting attorney when !—A. When I was
twenty-one years of age. 1 am tweuty seven now ; that was six years
ago.
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Q. Your observation of affairs in that part of the State runs from
that time *—A. Yes, sir. .
Q. You have stated the law for the punishment of petit larceny, such

as stealing an amount under fiftecn dollars ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have said tbat it was punished by imprisonment for three
years —A. Three years; yes, sir.

Q. And disfranchisement for {two years —A. No, s8ir; I was mistaken
about that. Mr. Kelly has refreshed mny mind. It is disfranchisement
for the same time as the term of imprisonment.

Q. And a fine not exceeding three huudred dollars?—A. Five bun-
dred, sir.

Q. And that is the extreme of the penalty 3—A. That is the extreme
of the penalty.

Q. Bave you ever known, in the whole of your criminal practice or
observation, a man to be put into the State’s prison for stealing a chicken
in Iudianat—A. Yes, I think I do; 1 am sorry to say it, but I think I
do, Senator.

Q. You think you recollect a single instance, and you tbhink that in-
stance was a dishonor to the State ¥—A. Yes, sir. There was auother
case which exercised the people of Indiana, and that was where a col-
ored man was convicted of marrying a white woman.

Q. Do you know of any case of a wan’s being put into the penitentiary
for stealing property of a less value than a dollar 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. I mean with the exception of that man who stole a bottle of
whisky and an old hat¥—A. Yes, sir, I do. 1 know a man who was
' sent to the penitentiary for stealing an old coat.

Q. What was the proof as to the value of it #—A. I saw the coat, and
some 8aid it was worth sixty ceuts and sowe said it was worth a dollar.

Q. Was it a jury case 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there any particular circamstances about it to aggravate the
offense ?— A, No, sir; I think not; I think he was tried by a jury, and
Mr. Kelly prosecuted the case.

Q. What was the length of the sentence I—A. Oue year.

Q. Was there no fine?—A. Yes, sir; 1 think there was a fine, and
disfranchisement too; but that, Seuator, is only a formal thing; I will
say that, as to the laws of Indiana, if a fellow gets out of the peniten-
tiary he goes elsewhere and votes all the same.

YQ. You mean that he was imprisoned in a penitentiary or a jail 7—A.
€8, Sir.

Q. That is one case which you know of ; did he serve his term out ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there any others that you can give us ¥—A. I say, Senator, it
is not a common occurrence with us to have a mau convicted in that
way.

Q. But such cases occur, aud you think they are disgraceful to the
State I—A. Really, I do not like themn ; but the fact is where they are
sent to the penitentiary for offenses of that kind, it is generally because
the party is a bad man and the people want to get rid of him.

Q. That is because he is a hard, common character ¥—A. Yes, sir.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. You spoke of labor Leing hard to find; do you know of any
threats by Democrats against people employing these immigrants from
North Carolina 2—A. No, 8ir; I do not know of anything of the kind;
s0 far as my county is concerned nothing has been said to them; in my
county the Democrats are friendly to them ;. they vote the Democratic
ticket in my ward, I know.
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Q. You are in politics yourself !—A. Yes, sir, somewhat; but in
speaking of that fact I was not speaking of the people who came there ;
I am speaking of those in Terre Haute, who have lived there nearly all of
their lives ; I object as much as anybody to people being imported there
to take charge ot my State.

Q. Don’t you think that after a while they will fall in with the
others and be as prosperous as they are {—A. I think the only influ-
ence that they would fall in with now, in their coudition, is money, and
that-the Republicans have most of that.

Q. What is the Republican majority in your county I—A. Our county
is in rather a different position from what it has been; last fall the Re-
publicans were demoralized and they were beaten five buudred by the
Greenbackers, and we beat the Greenbackers six hundred aud the Re-
publicans eleven hundred.

Q. Where did these people who came tbere come frem !—A. They
came from North Carolina, from about Goldsborough, so far as I could
learn from those of whom I asked tbhe question.

Q. Did you know of any coming there from other places 1—A. The
first of them came fromn another place, but I cannot recollect the name.

Q. As a politician, do you not think tbat if the Republicans of the
State were trying to colonize it with negroes they would take them
from some nealer place than North Carolina 1—A. I think it is the big-
gest fool thing 1 ever knew any party to do. X

Q. Do you think, as a matter of expense, that they would take them
from Kentucky, for instance, before they would from North Carolina t—
a&. I think probably they would. It would be reasonable for them to

o it.

Q. Do you think there is any political movement in this exodus 1—A..
I cannot see any other reason for it, except it be a political one.

Q. You think the Republican party would go to North Carolina, at a
cost of $20, to get a voter, and have him briug his wife, children, and
all with him, when they could go to Kentucky and get voters at a much
less price I—A. Well, sir, I have heard Republicans state that it was a
very foolish thing, but that they were going to bring enough in there,
into Indiana, to carry the State.

Q. Who did you hear make that statement {—A. I think the Repub-
licans around Terre Haute have made it, and Mr. Langsdale, the editor
of the Greencastle Banner. [ think there are partics bere who have
heard him say that.

Q. Do you think that they would bring these men fromn North Caro-
lina merely for the purpose of making voters out of thein when they
could be gotten in Kentucky or Tennessee at a much less costi-—A. [
think so. The men who are doing this sort of thing might do very foolish
things in connection with it.

Q. Is’t it much easier to get men from across the river than it is to
come around by Washington and go to North Carolina for them?—A.
Of course it is easy enough to get them across the river and vote them
and let them go back, and I think they do it sometimes.

Q. You have tried it on yourself, haven’t you, with Democratic white
voters #—A. I have seen something of the kind stated in Republican
newspapers.

Q. Donw’t you know that that has been done ¥—A. I have not done
anything of that kind. I have bad it charged, but I never knew of any
such thing beiug done.

Q. You suy from one hundred and fifty to two hundred have come
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into Vigo County; how many of them were voters ?—A. I should say,
perhaps, forty or fifty.

Q. You think, in all, there are some forty or fifty voters }—A. Yes,
sir; a great many of them don’t seem to be voters. But the trouble
with colored men is, that you can’t tell anything about it. A great
many of them vote before they are twenty-one years of age. My judg-
ment is that there are forty or fifty who are over twenty-one years of age.

Q. Well, do that forty or fifty create any cousternation in the Demo-
cratic party out there 3—A. No, sir; but they create a great deal of dis-
cussion, because the people out there don’t agree that people should be
brought there in that condition.

Q. How do yow know they are brought there #—A. I know they were
brought there.

Q. You don’t think they came there of their own accord 1—A. Well,
sir, we can’t think so when they tell us that their fare was paid.

Q. You spoke of some governmeut officer of Terre Haute who was
assisting these people, a Mr. Walker; is he white or colored +—A. He
is a colored man.

Q. He was just looking after them and taking care of them, wasn’t
he?—A. I do not think he is doing much for them. When I left, the
most that was being done for them was by some colored buarbers, men
who belong to our own people.

Q. Who is this man Walker #—A. He carries the mail from the depot
to the post-office and back. He is appointed under the government,
and receives forty or tifty dollars a month.

Q. Did you ever talk with him about the exodus ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. What is his name ¥—A. James H. Walker.

Q. What other Republican bave you heard talk about this as a Re-
publican political movement #—A. I have given you the names of all
that I have heard.

Q. Just give them to us again.—A. As I stated, you asked me for
my reasons for believing this was a political movement. I stated, from
the first place, considering that there was no need of these people there,
aud they could do no better there than in North Carolina, and from
the fact that nobody took any iuterest in them, in our State at least, and
in my county, except the Republicans and oftice-holders, I thought it
was a Republican movement. These people were brought there, and
had no mouey to live on when they got there ; and I thought these facts
Jjustified the belief that they were induced to come there on account of
their votes.

Q. Who are these Republicaus and office-holders who have taken an
interest in them }—A. Well, sir, these things are done in such a way
and so much more secretly than anything else, that you cannot exactly
state who is doing it. What I have said, I suspect more than anything
else. I saw Walker and Beechum consulting about it, and I find that
men and women are down at Becchun’s working; and putting this and
that together, it looks very wuch to me like a scheme.

Q. Itis a sort of matter of imagination or suspicion, then ?—A. Well,
yes, sir. l.have given you all the facts that I have.

Q. And all your information is that the Repnbhcans and officials
tylu-re are the only people who have been taking an interest in it 1—A.

es, 8ir.

Q. Have they done anything more than to find places for them when
they got there1—A. Yes, sir; they bave done that for some of them;
but 8o far as supplying them now is concerned, there was none of that
being done when I left home.
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Q. Dou’t you know that it is generally considered that the Republi-
cans are more friendly to the negroes than the Democrats, and that
they naturally go to them for helpt'—A.‘l do not think it is true in
our State.

Q. Then the Democrats treat thew the same as the Republicans t—
A. Yes, sir; I think they are just as well treated by the Democrats as
by tbe Republicaus.

Q. Where do the complaints against the exodus come from wmostly ?
—A. From the Democrats; but I say I have yet to see & man—a
white man—either Democrat or a Republican—who favors this move-
ment.

Q. Isn’t it mostly favored among the colored people ?—A. No, sir;
the colored people do not like this man Walker. They are against him,
and don’t follow him, because they did not approve of his being ap-
pointed there.

Q. They had a meeting there, did they not, to take measures for get-
ting places for these people 7—A. Yes, sir; aud it broke up in a row,

Q. What grounds bave the Repubhcaus for being against them 1—A.
They say there is no employment, aud that it is8 a common aud thriftless
class of people who are comiug there.

TESTIMONY OF ALBERT J. KELLY.

ALBERT J. KELLY sworh and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Where do you reside '—Auswer. Terre Haute.

Q. What is your profession I—A. Practicing law.

Q. How long have you been a practicing lawyer I-—A. I was admitted
to the bar in 1869, and bave been practicing for ten years.

Q. State whbat official position you hold at this time in Indiana.—A.
1 am prosecuting attorney in the criminal court ot Vigo Countv.

Q. State how long you have been in that position.—A. Nearly six
‘ears.

’ Q. How often do you have the grand jury together within the year in
that county $—A. The first Monday in every month.

Q. How many times is the grand jury drawn ?—A. T'wice; at the
April and October terms—every six months.

Q. How much of the time every year is the criminal court in session
trying criminal cases 1—A. Perhaps two-thirds of the year.

Q. Your county has a large town—the city of Terre Haute—in it 1—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you have & large amount of business in your court ¥—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. State the average number of convictions in your court.—A. Well,
sir, about a year ago, when I was a candidate for re-election, I made
a statement of the average number of couvictions in our court, and it
averaged a hundred a year.

Q. Do you mean for felony ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what peunalty is in Indiana for felonies.—-A. For petit lar-
ceny it is fifteen years; it used to be five, but it has Deeun enlarged since
that time.

Q. State what you know of convictions for petit larceny.—A. I know
that I bave been criticised, and the court has also, for sending people to
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the penitentiary. Ve sometimes have a man up for grand larceny and
whomn the jury does not convict, so that he can be sent to the pen-
itentiary. Sometimes the State consents to a nolle for grand larceny,
and it takes a verdict for petit larceny, and the offender is sent to jail ;
but it is possible to send a man to jail or to the penitentiary for petit
larceny.

Q. Where the sentence is reduced from grand larceny to petit larceny
it is generally on account of the previous good character ot the defend-
ant?—A. Yes, sir; and sometimes the stealing is of something very triv-
ial ; but there are people whom the whole community are against, and
when they steal and are caught they are sent to the penitentiary.

Q. That not being their first offense, and it being to the interest of
good society to have them out of the way, they are sent to the peniten-
tiary !—A. Yes, sir; and in our State when they go on the witness
stand we put in evidence their moral character.

Q. And when they are men of bad character the jury are liable to
give them the full extent of the penalty?—A. Yes, sir; and in Vigo
Coanty especially.

Q. It has been attempted to be shown here that these people were
faring badly in the courts in North Carolina; that they wouald have an
easier time in Indiana; what do you think about that ¥—A. Well, sir, [ can
illustrate. There was a darky who lived in the sixth ward, kuown as
Bagdad, and wbo nobody could keep chickens for. You would buy
them one day and they would go the next mormng, but he was caught
with some chickens in a bag that he had just stolen, and was sent to
the penitentiary and disfranchised, I believe, for two years.

Q. That was for stealing one or two chickens?—A. I think there were
several in his bag.

Q. You do not think it was a disgrace to the State to send that man
to the penitentiary ?—A. No, sir; but I thought I should do my duty in
the case, and the Republican papers there in the town thought it was a
good idea to catch him and send him to the penitentiary. We got rid
of him in that wag, and I think everybody, white and Republican, were
glad of it.

Q. Can you give us any other instance of the same character?’—A.
Another instance was the sending of a fellow to the penitentiary for
stealing a coat. There were some difficulties in proving the value of
the coat, but I believe it was an old soldier or army coat.

Q. You sent him to the penitentiary *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For what length of time?—A. We sent him for a year.

Q. What was the value of the coat?—A. Ic was proven to be worth
about a dollar, I believe, °'

Q. Why did they send him to the pemtentnry for stealing a coat that
was only worth a dollar—A. Because he was a bad man, and everybody
thought he ought to go to the penitentiary.

Q. In the administration of the law there, Mr. Kelly, do the whites and
blacks get the same consideration —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Auvd these people from North Oarolina wnll have to take the same
penalties as other people1—A. Yes, sir; not only that, but the fact of
their being from North Carolina I think would be a little against them.

Q. Did you ever see a colored man on a jary m Vigo Countyi—A.,
No, sir.

Q. Did you ever see one on the graud juryt—A. No, sir.

Q. Did yoa ever see a colored justice of the peace in Vigo County —
A. No, sir; never.

Q. And Vlgo County is one of the counties in which for our State
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there is a large colored population 2—A. Yes, sir; and there are some
very good people among them.

Q. Are there tax-payers and men who own their own farms?—A.
Yes, sir; they are people who are respected by everybody, who attend
to their own business aund make their own living. I will say further
that there are four or five colored men in the peunitentiary for life for
murder, and I expect an equal number of white men. There have been
some sent from Vigo County in the last few years.

Q. What are the long terms of confinement, if any ¥—A. There was
one man, for manslaughter, sent for 18 years just last summer. There
was a fellow, a negro, charged by a woman whose character was brought
in question. He was tried and convicted and sent for seven years.

Q. That was for trying to commit a rape on a woman of his own race
ana of doubtful virtue?—A. Yes, sir; and I think he was sent to the
penitsniiary more on account of his bad cbaracter than on account of
the aggravated nature of his offense. If he Lad been a man of good
character I do not think he would have goue at all.

Q. You may state what you know, if anything, of a colored man being
sent to the penitentiary for marrying a white woman —A. I had five
colored men indicted for intermarrying with white women. One was
convicted. A woman, one of them, came in and said she had a little
negro blood in her. -Oune of them could not swear that she had any
negro blood in her veins; she bad red hair and that made it impossible
to be mistaken. Nobody who saw her would mistake that she was a
white woman. Our law says that any person with one-eighth negro blood
shall not be allowed to intermarry with whites. He was the only one
that we could convict.

Q. What was his namef—A. His name was Nelson.

Q. What about his pardon ¥—A. It has been favored and asked for.
There has been au effort to get him pardoned.

Q. What about myself?—A. Yes, sir; you went tn Governor Williams
and tried to get him pardoned.

Q. Governor Williams refused ¥—A. Yes, siv, .

Q. And he will not be pardoned?!—A. No, sir; I think not. There
was a good deal of difficulty in these cases. I think some physicians
came in there to examine these women and felt their shins and said they
were colored. That was done to save these men, and was approved of,
because the people generally felt that they ought not to go to the peni-
tentiary.

Q. Have you a very large acquaintance in Vigo Connty 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you canvassed it several times!—A. Yes, sir; I bave been
elected three times, and lrave been canvassing among the people a great
deal.

Q. Have you mixed with the people from the country ¥—A. Yes, sir;
I examiue many of them on the witness stand every month. '

Q. What do you say as to a demand for laborers at this time in Vigo
County ¥—A. I say there is none at all at this time.

Q. Did you ever hear of any out in the country I—A. No, sir; they
complain a great deal of the large number who come to their houses for
work, and who impose upon them for their charities.

Q. 'What township *—A. At Terre Haute, in Harrison County.

Q. Do you know the trustee ¥—A. Yes, sir; it is Benjamin Abbott.

Q. What are his politics ¥—A. He is a National.

Q. What are his duties 7—A. It is his daty to oversee the poor, keep
up the roads, public buildings, and bridges, and he is the general book-
keeper for the township, and attends to all their business.
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Q. What is his duty as to the poor 2—A. When be is satisfied that
persons are residents of the township and are in a destitute conditioo,
he has power to relieve them.

Q. State if you saw Mr. Abbott before you came on here, and give us
his statement, 8o that we need not send for him.—A. I had a conver-
sation with him one day, and it was not bad with the expectation of my
having to testify here. We were speaking about the weather, and he
said it was a good thing for our people that the winter was mild, and
that if it bad not been so the distress would have been very great in
Terre Haute. He spoke of one family in particular that was suffering,
that the man had been working at a dollar a day, that bhis wife was
sick angl his children also, and that he was aiding them ; that the man
bad a little piece of property, but was unable to make a living on ac-
eount of the lack of labor aud the poor wages paid, and that bis action
uad been assailed because be had been aiding them when they had
property.

Q. What did he say as to persons in the township being idle ?—A. I
will state this, that the street commissioner in working the streets has
8o many applications from idle men of our own town that he divides it
up, and lets one man work this week and lie off the next, 8o as to give
another man a chance for a week’s work.

Q. And that, you say, is done in bebalf of our own people 1—A. Yes,
8ir. )

Q. Tt was done before these people came there?—A. Yes, sir; we
have only two seasons in the year when we need a large supply of labor-
ers; that is the harvest and the corn-gathering season, and we have
plenty of labor from among our own people to supply that demand.

Q. You say we have plenty of our own people ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Please state any messages sent to you by any farmers of Vigo
County on this subject.—A. I talked to Mr. Stewart of Otter Creek
Township ; he is a large farmer.

Q. What did he say to you to tell me *—A. He said to tell you that
the county was overrun with laborers, and that there was not a day bat
that eight or ten came to his bouse and wanted work. I also talked
with Mr. Butts, in Sugar Creek Township, and Jawmes Bolton, in Fay-
ette Township, and they told me of the great number of people coming
to them demanding and seeking for work.

Q. Did you acquaint yourself with the condition of these emigrants
before you came on here —A. My information is not very great on that
subject. I talked to people about them, and I heard they were down
at the African Methodist Episcopal church. I heard a colored man
standing on the corner of Third and Obhio streets talking about it. This
colored man was a stranger, and I expect he came on with them. He
said they were all piled up in one room together, and it was not good
{lqr them ; tbat if they staid down there some of them were bound to

le- )

Q. Were they in the church then ¥—A. Yes, sir; eating and sleeping
there. Some of them, too, were well-dressed people, and looked as
tbhough they might do well if they had an opportunity.

Q. What proportion of them got work—employment ¥— A. I do not
know. Lawrence Heindle and Mr. Dickerson have taken two, and this
case of Mr. Beacham’s—that is all I know of.

Q. Do you know this colored man Walker1—A. Yes, sir; I do.

Q. Did you see the circular be had published in the city papers there
after Judge Car'eton came on here —A. Yes, sir,

_Q. Did you have the interview in which he acknowledged it ?—A. Yes,
8ir.



160 NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES.

Q. State what number of familes he advertised for.—A. Fifteen or
eighteen hundred.

Q. Do you not know that that is a frand of the greatest possible
character !—A. Yes, sir. [ do know it; and I know that the best col-
ored people of our State condemn it.

Q. You know that his course is condemned pretty generally by the
people in our section without respect to party —A. Yes, sir.

\IQ. Harve you seen any Republican paper that condemned it t—A.
No, sir.

Q. Did the Terre Haute Express condemn him or stand by him in
this frand ¥—A. No, sir; it rather supported him, and abused me and
everybody else who cawme here to testify. '

Q. And the Indianapolis Journal and all of them do that 1—A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. Aund none of them condemn this movement aund fraud on the col-
ored people I—A. No, sir ; but simply abuse this committee and all who
come here to testify. -

By Senator WINDOM:

Q. You don’tlike the Republican papers much, anyhow #—A. No, sir;
I am not particularly fond of them, and [ have reason for it.

Q. You read the Democratic papers !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you vote the Democratic ticket ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And vote it early and often ?—A. I generally vote it once every
election,

Q. And you are an ardent Democrat ¥—.\. Yes, sir.

Q. You think all the good in the country is centered in the Demo-
cratic party —A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Well, a larger part of it '—A. Yes, sir; I do.

Q. So far as the Republican newspapers are concerned, you do not
think they speak for their side of the house ¥—A. [ suppose they do.

Q. Have yon seen any of them encourage it as a Republican move-
ment ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of anybody who has?—A. No, sir; except what I
see of the matter and judge for myself. -

Q. What do you judge from ?—A. From the Republicans solely tak-
ing part in it; or defending those who have taken them out there.

Q. Do the Democratic papers denounce those who have been receiv-
ing them when they came there in a destitute condition 3—A. Yes, sir;
they have been denouncing the movement.

Q. Do the Republican papers approve of giving alms to the destitute ?
—A. Yes, 8ir.

Q. Don’t you think that is Christian conduct ¥—A. Yes, sir; I think
it is.

Q. Do tho Republican papers approve of the work of those people
who brought them there —A. They haveapproved of the acts of Walker
by defending and pot disapproving of them.

Q. Have yon seen where they condemned it 7—A. No, sir; I hear
that when some ot these people came here and testified, they have been
denounced, and the papers said they knew nothing of Vigo OCounty, or
of the State. That was said about one gentleman whom I know knew
a great deal about it.

Q. Have you heard anything of mobs to burn the houses that had
been rented to North Carolina negroes !—A. I have heard of threats of
that kind, but I do not know anything about them.

Q. Have you heard threats that they should not come there!—A. I
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have heard them say that they did not want them there, and that they
should ot continue to come.

Q. Don’t you think that would decrease the demand for these labor-
ers 2—A. I should think so, as a man would naturally take care of his
property.

Q. Well, anyhow, you heard of these threats being made by Demo-
crats 7—A. I did not say that. I heard that people had said that.

Q. You have talked to Republicans about this movement #—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And they ohjectefl to it.—A. Yes, sir; but they were colored Re-
publicans.

Q. Who is Stewart ? What are his politics I—A. He was a National-
ist.

Q. What was Butt’s politics ?—A. He was a Democrat.

Q. And Bolton’s 3—A. He was a Democrat.

Q. They were all Democrats who sent the messages to Senator Voor-
hees !—Ae’No, sir; I do not know of any messages sent to Senator
Voorhees by anybody except Stewart.

TESTIMONY OF ROBERT VAN VALZER.

ROBERT VAN VALZER sworn and examined.
By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. Where do you reside >—Answer. In Terre Haute.

Q. What is your profession ?—A. [ am a dentist.

Q. What position do ycu hold from Vigo County ?—A. A member of
the legislature.

Q. Are you at this time?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you elected in 1878 7—A. Yes, sir.

QQ. State if you have a general acquaintance with the people in that
county, being their representative in the legislature.—A. I have a large
acqnaintance in the county.

Q. State it there is any demand that you know of for labor there,
either from the inside or outside of the county.—A. None, sir. There
is no demand for labor there now.

Q. I will ask you if there isnot a surplus, and if people are not suffer-
ing for want of employment 2—A. There is no surplus of laborers.

Q 1 mean, Mr. Van Valzer, are there more laborers than can find em-
pioyment ?—A. O, yes, sir. I misunderstood yon. There are many
more laborers than can find employment ; and that includes persous who
have lived there, and are citizens of that town.

Q. And I understand you that many are saffering for the want of
cmployment 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q). Doctor, have you noticed this immigration that has been coming
in there '—A. I have.

Q. What is the condition they are in ?—A. There seem to me to be
a great many of them in want of something to eat. A great many of
them have been to my house begging. I live in the second ward, close
to the negro church where they are quartered ; and they came over
there frequeutlv to ask for somethm«r to eat. ’

Q. Have you been down to the church yourself #—A. No, sir; I have
not.

Q. Have you had any conversation with any of them about why they

11 EX



162 NEGRO EXODUS FROM SOUTHERN STATES.

came there 7—A. No, sir; not with the immigrants, but I have with our
own colored people.

Q. What is the general sentimeut about it among your own colored
people ?—A. One, Samuel Archer, told me these people are offered from
a dollar to two dollars and a half a day for their labor, if they would
come to Indiana. This promise, he said, could not be fulfilled, and he
was sorry they had come.

Q. What is the general price of laborers, per month, in that section ?
—A. Farm laborers get from ten to twelve dollars per month.

Q. What are day laborers paid !—A. From a dollar to a dollar and
a half.

Q. Not where they are boarded ; what, where they board themselves?
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They get from a dollar to a dollar and a half a day, and are
boarded ?—A. Well, sir, farm laborers get from ten to twelve dollars a
wonth. There is very little hiring by the day.

Q. What do you kuow of meetings being held to secure employment
and assistance for these people; did you attend any of the meetings?
—A. I did vot.

Q. All classes out there have given something to help them +—A. I
don’t know anything about that.

Q. Have there been any appeals made in the papers for help !—A. I
saw one appeal.

Q. Did you see this man Walker’s circular?—A. No, sir; I did not.
I saw him himself last Thursday night. He visited my office to bave
a tooth extracted, and he said that nineteen more of these negroes had
come. I said, ¢“ Are there any others expected ?” and he said that on
Saturday they expected one bundred.

Q. That was last Saturday !—A. Yes, sir; and he indicated to me
that he was the receiver of them. He said that some of those people
were very old and some were very young.

Q. Did you have any political talk with Walker }¥—A. I did not.

Q. State whether you had with any other colored people there 2—A.
I bad with another colored man. I wish I could call his name. Dat he
was advertising for a clothing house there; I cannot remember the
name; but he told me these people were brought there under misrenre-
sentations; that they were promised two and two dollars and a half a
day; and that nobody could get these wages there; that he had been
living there some time and could not get it himself. I said, ** Do you
think they are brought here to vote for the Republican ticket ?” and he
said he thought so.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. He said he thought so I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Not that it was so, but that he thought so ’—A. Yes, sir.

(). Have you expressed any opinion yourself upon that subject T—A.
No, sir; I have not.

Q. ‘He gave no reason for bis opinion *—A. No, sir; but that is the
way the.colloquy ran.

TESTIMONY OIF M. T. LEWMAN.
M. T. LEWMAN sworn and examined.
By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. Mr. Lewman, give your name and residence to the reporter
—Answer. M. T. Lewman, Greencastle, Putnam County, Indiana.
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Q. What is your occupation ¥ —A. I am at this time sheriff of the
county.

Q. How long have you been sheriff ?—A. I have been the sheriff for
three years last fall—October perbaps.

Q. You are serving your second term !{—A. I am in my fourth year,
yes, sir.

Q. To dispose of one point that has been made here before we’go
further, please state to the committee what you know of persons con-
victed of telony, aud sent to the penitentiary for petit larceny, and
give the amounts ’—A. Que case that was called to my mind was that
ot three parties, I think, or two of the parties were sent to the peniten-
tiary for stealing fifty ceuts, which they took out or a man’s pocket at
the fair grounds, making it a robbery that they were sent to the peui-
tentiary for.

Q. Tbe larceny consisted in taking fifty cents 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you took them to the penitentiary I—A. I am sure that I
have taken nobody to the penitentiary for that low amount myself.

Q. But that was the amoant in this case !—A. Yes, sir; it was fifty
cents.

Q. What did they say was done with them f—A. They were taken
to the penitentiary for two years.

Q. They were white people !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. There was no great outcry made about it as to any great injustice
done them in that, was there {—A. No, sir; they were taken as pick-
pockets in the community, and were caught slipping round the fair
ground.

Q. Was there any emigration of that class of people on account of
that conviction #—A. No, sir; not that I heard of. ’

Q. Now, I want youn to go on and tell what you know of this emigra-
tion of negroes from North Carolina to Putvam County. How long have
you lived in that county ?>—A. I have lived in the neighborhood four-
teen or fifteen years. 1 have been in Greencastle and the county off
and on for twenty-five years.

Q. Have you an extensive acquaintance in that county ¥—A. There
may be some people there who have more acquaintances than 1 bave,
but I believe I know every prominent man in the county.

Q. It is one of the rich and highly cultivated counties of the State,
is it not '—A. Yes, sir; it is what is called the center of the Llue-grass
region, and we raise a great deal of stock in the county, and a great
‘deal of it is in grass.

Q. State whether there is any demand amongst the farmers or any-
body else in that county for labor beyond what can be sapplied there
at bome.—A. The only demand that we have had there during the
winter at all was a demand for mechanics. We had a little demand
for house carpenters for a while, as there were several good buildings
being put up in the town, but in the country there is no demand for
labor now at all. During the planting and barvesting and gathering
of the grain there is some demand, but now we have idle men there in
large numbers who supply that and more than fill it. You can look out
on the street at any time in Greencastle and see there white and black
standing on the corners. There was a gentleman in my oftice not long
ago who came from North Carolina to take two negroes back who had
written for him to come after them. He asked me the same question,
and I told him just to look out of the window or door into the street,
and he, I think, counted six who were in sight, and who belonged there
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By Senator VANCE :

Q. What was his name, that gentleman from North Carolina?—A.
Fields, I believe ; I am pretty sure that was his name.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Do you know Mr. Langsdale, the editor of the Greencastle Ban-
ner ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what the politics of that paper is.—-A. It is a Republican

aper. .
P Q. What is Langsdale’s politics —A. Republican.

Q. What office does he hold under this administration ?—A. He is
postmaster.

Q. Where at ?—A. At Greencastle.

Q. What sized place is Greencastlet—A. Well, sir, they claim 6,000,
‘but I do not quite think there are that many, but I think there are
-5,000, probably.

Q. Itis the seat of the Indiana Asbury College, is it not 7—A. Yes,
.8ir ; we have the colleges there.

Q. And the Indianapolis and St. Louis and the Vandalia roads,
which are parallel roads, and the Louisville and New Albany roads
cross there 7—A. Yes, sir ; the two first are parallel lines and the other
crosses the two.

Q. Have you noticed any publications on this subject of the migra-
tion of negroes from North Carolina to Indiana in Langsdale’s paper,
-and if 8o state when it was !—A. I do not know as to the time of them.
The first I noticed on this subject I gave it at the time very little at.
tention. I just thought it was one of his foolish ideas, as Langsdale
was one of the extreme men in his party. We have extreme Democratic
editors and extreme Radical editors out there, and so I paid very
little attention to what he said. I cannot give the contents of the
article, but it was in reference to the Republicans carrying the State
-of Indiana, either that it could be or would be carried by the im-
portation of negroes from the South. It seems to me now that it was
something of that kind. I paid no attention to it at the time, and not
uutil some time afterwards. This first article was in italics, but I can
not give the contents of it.

Q. Have you any articles that appeared in his paper with you ¥—A.
I have a copy of a letter that was put up at his office, so I understand.
The party I got it from was a negro, who said that Mr. Perry or Mr.
Williams, colored gentlemen from North Carolina, gaveit to him. I
understand from a party who knows that it was put up in Langsdale’s
office. I know the party who put up the type.

Q. What is your information as to who was the party who wrote it?
—A. Mr. Langsdale.

Q. Whose name is signed to it?—A. Mr. Clay, the pastor of the
church, a colored church there in our town. (The witness here passed
the paper to the chairman). One of the gentlewmen stated that he helped
to set up the type and that it was written in Mr. Langsdale’s hand-
writing, and the name of Clay signed to it.

The CHAIRMAN. Just wait a moment, Mr. Lewman, until I ask Mr.
Warnock a few questions.
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TESTIMONY OF
Mr. WARNOCK sworn and examined.

WARNOCK.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. (Passing the paper to the witness.) State if you ever saw
that paper before —Answer. I did.

Q. Where at 9—A. In the Greencastle Banner office,while I was em-
ployed there.

Q. Are you a printer ¥—A. Yes, sir; I am.

Q. Did you help to set it up in that office -—A. No, sir. I saw the
young man set it up.

Q. Whose handwriting was it in !—A. The handwriting closely re-
sembled Mr. Langsdale’s.

Q. Would you have taken it for Langsdale’s handwriting ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. You think now that it was his hand\vntmg 7—A. Yes, sir.

By Senator WINDOM:
Q. You say it was in his bandwriting ?—A. No, sir; I say it looked
like it.
Q. Do you know the printer who set it up 7—A. Yes, sir; Mr. George
W. Moreland.
Q. Do you know that it is the custom of editors to frequently write
letters for their customers >—A. I do not know as to that.

By the CHAIRMAN:
Q. Mr. Langsdale had a very peculiar handwriting, had he not }—A.
Yes, sir; you could not mistake it.
Q. And you say it was his ?— A. Yes, sir.
By Mr. WINDOM:

Q. Who was your employer #—A. Mr. Langsdale.

Q. Are you there with Mr. Langsdale now !—A. No, sir.

Q. When did you leave there!—A. In September.

Q. What time did you say this was set up in that office? When did
you see it there 7—A. It was two wonths, I suppose, before I left—dur-
ing the excitement over the exodus to Kansas.

Q. Why did you leave Mr. Langsdale’s employment!—A. 1 was
offered more money at another place.

Q. Who by !—A. Mr. Arnold, of the Star office.

Q. What are the politics of the Starf—A. It is Independent Green-
back, I believe.

Q. Are yon still there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you state whether the paper is for or against the exodus ¥—
A. I suppose it is opposed to it, as most ot the people are.

\:Q. You have had no trouble with Editor Langsdale, have you ¥—A.
No, sir.

Q. You simply made an exodus to the Star office to better yourself I—

A. Yes, sir.

TESTIMONY OF M. T. LEWMAN RESUMED
M. T. LEWMAN recalled to the stand.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Do yon know Mr. Warner >—Answer. Yes, sir; I have
known him since I was a bog.
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Q. You may state what his standing and character are.—A. I never
heard anything against him in my life, and I do not think he had any
knowledge of being subpenaed here until he got the dispatch to come.

Q. You say you got this document from a negro '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember his name *—A. Mr. Mace, I believe.

Q. Where is he now ?—A. At Greencastle.

Q. Is he an agent of this emigrant business ?—A. No, sir; he is a
resident negro there, and has been there some time. A short time
after those letters were set up, perhaps a month afterwards, I got from
Mr. Arnold an inkling that there had been such articles as these dis-
tributed through the South, and that none of them were left there, so [
could not tell where to get one. I spoke to Mr. Mace after the first
Latch, I think of fifty-six negroes, came there with the first lot. They
were all men, I believe, and there were no women with them but one,
and I talked with Mr. Mace and asked him to get me one of these let-
ters, and he got that from Mingo Simmons. It came from him, and I
think be came from about La Grange, North Carolina.

The CHAIRMAN. (Senator Voorhees) then read the following to the
committee :

INDIANA,

This is a rich State of fertile lands, with abundant timber of every variety. The
climate is healthful, and is not too cold for me, although I was raised in Georgia. It
is just right.

Free schools are maintained from three to six months each year in every neigh-
borhood. The blacks are admitted to these schools on the same terms as the whites,
or, as is usually the case in cities, they have separate schools with good teachers.

Our people already have numerous churches, and more are being built every year
(l;y pht:]help of our white friends, so that our church privileges are all that can be

esired.

In Indiana all stand equal before the law—the black man being protected in his
contracts, property, and person the same as the white.

Those of our race who come from the South and locate here have greatly improved
their condition, especially those who have engaged in farming. Thousands of g
farin hauds and house servants can readily find employment at remunerative wages,
and when you have earned your money the law will compel payment, should it be
refused, which is not likely to be the case. What we want is honest, industrious men,
who know how and are willing to work on farms, and the same class of women to do
honsework. Loafers are not wanted.

Don’t sell your horses and wagons at half price to pay your fare on railroads and
steamboats, but hitch up your teams and come overland to Indiana, like the children
of Israel marched out of Egypt. It will only take a short time to do so. All who
intend coming should do so during the present summer and ensuing fall, so as to get located
in time to make their contracts with the farmers for next ycar. Such contracts are
best made before Christinas. Colored men already here will assist those who came in
obtaining work or situations. Persons who desire further information can obtain it
by addressing me. But don’t wait to write; gather up what you have and come at
once, 80 as to be safe when the fifteenth amendment is repealed, for the purpose of
returning you to a condition of slavery if you are found south of the Ohio river.

JOHN H. CLAY,
Pastor Bethel Chapel, M. E. Church, Greencastle, Ind.

Show this to our people in your neighborhood, and then keep it for future refer-
ence.

The WrrNEss. This is an article (producing a paper) that went with
that, I understood, and they were distributed together. I have under-
stood, from the negroes who came from North Carolina, that the two
were distributed together.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. This was all printed in the paper?—A. No, sir; that circular
sigued by Clay was not; it is a private circular.
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Q. When did this first one come inte your hands 2—A. Not more than
amonth ago. '

Q. Did you learn how long it bad been printed and put in circulation ¢
—A. Only from Mr. Williams.

Q. What did he say ?—A. He came to my office, perhaps two or three
weeks ago, and I wasin the auditor’s oftice at the time. My son brought
him in there and said there was a man who wanted to see me. I said to
him, ¢ What can I do for you ?” and be said, ‘I wanted to see you to get
the use of the court-house for to-night.” I said, *“ What for?” and he
said, ¢ Your people here do not seem to know why we have come up here
to Indiana ”; and he said they wanted to hold a meeting in the court-
house to explain their objects. I said to him that I did not think it was
of any use to do that, and asked him, ¢“Where do you live !” He says,
“1 live here,” and I said, ¢ Where did you come from, and how long
have you been here?” He said he came from North Carolina, and had
been here three or four days. I said to him, ¢“I do not think you are a
citizen enough to be treated as such,” and that the connty board did not
allow the court-house to go to the use of anybody but to citizens. I said,
“ What is your name !” and he said his name was Williams. I said,
¢“Are you P. C. Williams?” and he said, “Yes.” I said, ‘‘Are you the man
who sent these circulars out in the South among the negroes ?” and he
said, ¢ No.” I said, ¢ There is no use to deny it for I have the evidence,
and you are an intelligent man and a preacher, and I know you did do
it. You were here in September, and you and Perry took them ; they
went out of the office with you, and you took them to North Carolira.”
I was looking at Lim very straight; and then he said, ¢ No, sir; I did
not, but Perry took 400 of them.” That was admitted to me by him
in the presence -of Mr. Edwards.

Mr. WARNOCK was called to the stand for a question.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Mr. Warnock, do you remember when this circular was set up in
the Banuner office?—A. It must have been July, I think, but I cannot
remember exactly the time.

Testimony of M. T. LEWMAN resumed.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Go on, Mr. Lewman, with your statemeut.—A. I understood from
Williams that Perry took them from there about the 1st of Septewmber,
but I may be mistaken as to the time.

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Voorhees) then read to the committee the
following from the printed circular :

INDIANA AND THE EXODTUS.
| From the Greoncastle (Indiana) Banner, September 25.1

A party of colored refugees from Kentucky passed thtoth here Thursday on their
way to Kansas, under the care of N. R. Harper, of Louisville. They arrived{at 5 p. m.,
and remained until 11, when they took the western train. While here they were taken
in charge by Rev. J. H. Clay and his congregation and entertained in Bethel Chapel.
They presented an intelligent appearance, and realized in every particular the impor-
tance of the step they were taking. The ruling idea with them was to buy land, aud
this they think they can do more easily in Kansas, where lauds are cheap, than they
can in the older States. At the same time they concede the fact that it will be better
for those who baven’t money to buy land to stop in Indiana, Ohio, or Illinois, where
their labor on farms is in such demand at remunerative wages. They have an impres-
sion that they will be safe from persecution in Kansas,and they were both surprised
and pleased to learn that they would be equally secure in the more enlightened por-
tions of Indiana. They stated that all the negroes in Kentucky who are industrious
and have an ambition to better their condition will leave for the North during the
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present fall and winter, except the few who are led by deceptive promises from the
whites to remain.

We do not believe that they can do better than to come to Indiana. We need their
labor en our farms and in our hounseholds, and will pay them the cash for it. There
are no stores owned by the farmers here to cheat them out of their earnings. Here
they will have precisely the same opportunity and privilege that the whites have to
win fame and fortune, and they cannot do better than to settle among us. There
is scarcely a farm in Putnam County but that wounld be the better for their services.
In some parts of the county this year fields have been uncultivated for the waut of
workmen. If the colored exodus from the South brings those to us, it will be better
for all concerned.

- Three gentleman, living twenty miles away, came to town Thursday after colored
faniilies to live on their farms, under the impression that the colored people to arrive
that day were to remain. When they learned that Kansas was their destination, their
disappointment was very great. They each stated that they wonld be willing to far-
nish a man with a house to live in, a garden, a cow to milk, firewood, and pay bim
$15 a month cash. They further stated that the female members of colored far:iiies
could find constaut employment in the neighborhood at good wages.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Go on and state to the committee what you know of that kind of
literature being sent South —A. I understood from the man that these
circulars had both been distributed very generally down there. After
I got hold of this first one (I had to pay 87 for it) they told me they
both went together. I was anxious to get hold of it. It does not look
like it was worth the price ; but I wanted to see it and I bought it.
-Simmons said be took an oath never to part with it except to Mr. Langs-
dale or Mr. Clay. I do not know whether that is true or not; butl
have only his word for it. I will say here that, in reference to that 15
a month, I am pretty generally over the county from time to time, and
pretty well acquainted with the farmers. My business before I went
into oftice was building, and employing a good many people. I have
been following the building business all my life, and I know the prices
of labor, and I have talked to a number of farmers since this exodus
hias been coming into the county. It created quite a furor among not
only Democrats, but Republicans; but we have some extreme men in
our county, like Langsdale, who favor it. I have talked to farmers
about wages, and they toldjme that $10 would be the average price in
the county: but these negroes said they were promised $13 in the win-
ter and £20 in the summer.

Q. What do yon know about the truth of the statement that a party
employing one of these emigrants would give him a house to live in,
and a cow and a calf, and probably drive the cow up for him to milk,
and give him his food; what kind of a statement does that look like!
—A. That is very overrated, I think. I do notthink there is a laboring
wan in the county who is getting anything like that.

Q. That isa very greatly overdrawn picture, is it 2—A. Of course it is.

Q. What do you put the daily wages at which men get, ordinary
laborers, where they board themselves, and what are the monbthly
wages ’—A. With farmers, if they go to work on a farm, now, they get
50 cents a day, or €10 per month ; £12 is the pay for a very good hand.
Those negroes who came there—and there are a good nuamber of them
that bhave landed in the county—I have made some inquiries of asto
what they were getting. Dr. Stevenson is a gentleman living just east
of our place and bhaving 1,600 to 1,800 acres ot land.

hQ. He is a very rich man?—A. Yes, sir; worth half a million, I
think.

Q. He is a Republican, also?—A. Yes, sir.  Well, he had a lot of
them makingrails for him. I understood be had 24 on his place at one
time, and that he had displaced some white men to put them in, 1do
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not know as to the truth of that; but I heard it; and he got them to
go on his place and make rails at 25 cents a hundred. I heard a negro
say so himself. I overtook one of them on the road and asked him
what he was doing. He said he was making rails for Dr. Stevenson,
and making them out of hickory wood.

Q. How many rails can a man make a day out of hickory wood }—A.
I do not know, sir; I think not more than a hundred, anyhow. I also
heard them laughing about shucking corn for 20 cents a day.

Q. Then you think that they would be doing well there to make 25
cents a day !—A. I do not think those that are there have averaged 25
cents a day. ’

Q. How many do you estimnate have been landed there in the county?
—A. I have put it at the lowest estimate at 250. I kept an account of
them pretty well until they got so many that I lost the run of them.

Q. When did the last lot come to the county ¥—A. I think there
were a few of them last week. The last lots have been very small.

Q. Then the exodus seems tapering off !I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many of those who have come there do you think have got
employment !—A. I expect a balf of them have; I suppose not more
than that. I know I was down at the lndianapolis, Cincinnati and La-
fayette depot the other day, where I saw 21 of them in a room not
larger than this (about 18 by 20 feet).

Q. Where was that at !—A. Near the north depot. They were living
in there at the railroad crossing, and were mostly women and children.
There were some men about, L believe.

Q. Did you see any stove in there ?—A. I did not see any stove in
there. How 1 came up there, I received letters almost daily from par-
ties down in La Grange, North Carolina, asking me if I would buy them
tickets and see that they got on the road back to North Carolina; but I
know very little about that part ot the business, for I was busy, and I
told Mr. Allen, my deputy, to take out my letters and answer them and
attend to them for me. He knows all about it and can tell you.

Q. Was it in consequence of these letters that you were down there
at the depot !—A. Yes, sir; I was trying to see a woman that a gentle-
man wrote for, and as I was in that part of the town I just looked in
there to see if I could find her.

Q. Did you tind the woman !—A. Mr. Allen did. She was down
there, but out of the room at the time I called.

Q. Tell us about whether they waut to go back howe to North Caro-
lina.—A. I am fully satisfied that quite one-balf and possibly two-
thirds would gladly go back if they could get there. I have talked to
one or two, for they have been coming to my office to see about getting
letters written, but 1 turned it all over to Mr. Allen.

Q. Is he a deputy in your office !—A. Yes, sir. Mr. Fields took two
of the negroes back, and he told me that every one that he had seen
from his place wanted to go back with him.

Q. When did Mr. Fields come to Greencastle '—A. I cannot telk you;
it may have been three weeks ago, more or less.

hQ.kaere did he come from ?—A. La Grange, North Carolina, I
think,

Q. What are his politics !—A. He came into my office one evening and
said, ‘““Are you the sheriff of the county ?” And I said, “ Yes.” And he
said, ¢ I waut to ask you some questions with reference to those negroes
coming from our country up here,” and said he had been over to the
Banner office, and also said, ¢ I do not want to deceive you; I am a Re-
publican.” I feit a little suspicious about talking to him, and I simply
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told him the facts, as I understood them, that there was no demand in
our county for labor; that a great many of our people were out of em-
ployment, and a great many were just living from hand to mouth and
almost starving. I told him that I had frequently of an evening let 6,
8, or 10 men go into the jail to keep them from freezing ; that they were
traveling through the place, going about and looking for work. We
have not had so many this winter, as it has been quite mild. I gave
him the situation. He said he had seen several of his hands who had
left him, and he said they were anxious to go back, and said, ¢ [ have had
a mind to come and take every one of them back that left me.” He
seemed to have a plantation down there in North Carolina.

Q. Did he take any *—A. He took one. I went out to the plantation
with him after him.

Q. These were women or men ?>—A. They were men.

Q. Do you know whether he got reduced rates to bring them back $—
A. I do not know, sir. I got a letter from a party in Carolina, asking
just what amount of money it would take to bring them back. He told
me where he was to be found, and I knew him and where he was located.
I went to the railroad, and they said the lowest rate--I did not go my-
self, but I sent Mr. Allen—was 820 from Greencastle to this point. I
sald “ How is this; that it is only 16 from Indianapolis and $20 from
there? ?”  And thev said it was because of the local rate.

Ql.' How much did you pay coming here !—A. I paid £16 from Indian-
apolis.

Q. What was the rate from Greencastle?—A. Twenty dollars. I
could not get a low rate for them to the points where they wanted to
go.

Q. How many of these people have gone back ?—A. A number of
them from our county. There was oune from the uorthern part of the
county, in Russellville Township; he started to walk, and Mr. Allen
saw him pearly to Indianapolis.

Q. Did you receive a letter from Mr. Wootten or the Messrs. Woot-
ten Brothers ?—A. Yes, sir; but I do not know the conteunts of it.

Q. Were there auy of their employés who had left and gone up there
in that county +—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did any of them come back —A. I do not know.

Q. Did you see anybody about their coming back ?*—A. I do not know
myself about that. Mr. Allen saw them. I think.

Q. What do you know of their health ? Are they not all huddled up
there in very close quarters !—A. Well, sir, there have been four or five
deaths in our town among these people ; three children and one woman,
an]de heard there was a man at Dr. Crow’s who was likely to die when

* I left.

Q. You say that Dr. Stevenson, who was a prominent man in the
county, and at one time a candidate for lieutenant governor on the Re-
publican ticket, has employed some of these people; how many did be
have !—A. He had 24, as I understood it.

Q. How many did the Crows have !—A. They had several families, 5
or 6.

Q. Who was this—which one of the Crows 2—A. It was Joe.

Q. What are Joe’s politics 3—A. He is a ward politician.

Q. What are his politics ¥—A. Republican.

Q. Do you know of any person not a Republican who has taken any
of these people to their places?—A. I do not know, sir, of any. I have
the names of some 50 or 60, and every one is a Republican except
Bridges. He bas been a Democrat, and went off on this greenback idea,
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and is now, I think, up for nomination as trustee on the Republican
ticket in his township. He has been a Democrat, but I think has now
entirely left the Democratic party. He is inuch of a gentleman, never-
theless.

Q. What do you know of white men being discharged to make room
for these negroes !—A. Only this: On Dr. Stevenson’s place is a Mr.
Welcker, who is very much of a geuntleman, and who had been up to
Bainbridge and made an arrangement with Mr. O’'Hara for a house on
the gravel road to live in, and when he weunt after it to occupy it he
found that they had let two negroes have it.

Q. You thiok, taking the average, that these negroes have not made
more than 23 cents a day since they have been in Indiana *—A. No, sir,
I think not. Some of them may have made more, but I have had a good
deal of information about them, and I do not think that they have made
on an average 25 cents a day.

Q. Did you make the acquaintance of Heath when he was out there ?
—A. No, 8ir; but I met him when he came there.

q Q. Where at?—A. At the Vandalia depot; one night at the South
epot.

Q. At Greencastle?—A. At Greencastle,sir. General Manson, audi-
tor of the State, sent word to me that there would be a colored man
there that night or in the morning, who was the advaunce agent looking
out places to locate colored people, and I went down there to the depot
that night, and when he got off the train I had a talk with him. He
told me where he was from, and said he had been here to Washington
and stopped here awhile, I believe two weeks, with a gentleman of the
name of Adams, 1338 V street, northwest. He said he had been there
as much as two weeks, and bad been at Indianapolis three or four days ;
maybe more. I gave him to understand that I was in favor of the exo-
dus. I do not know that that was strictly right, but I did that. Iam
frank to say that I told bhim I was sympathizing with him very much.
He said they expected to have enough darkies in the State by the 1st
of May to carry the State for the Republican party. He said that one
of their objects was to get them from North Carolina before the 1st of
May to lessen the Republican vote there and increase it in our State.
He did not hesitate to talk about it, and to say that it was a political
movement.

Q. Why did they want them there by the 1st of May —A. His idea
was that it should be before the 1st of May, and before the census was
taken.

Q. Was anything said about its bearing on the vote in Indiana ?*—A.
He said that Adams and the parties-he had been with here said they
would bave enough to go to Indiana to carry the State, but that they
could not pay their way. I said, why is it that you do not pay your
own way! Cannot you get here without your way being paid? And
he said they could not ; that those who had horses would not leave them,
and did not wapnt to come away; that it was only those whose way
would be pgid that could be gotten to come. By the way he said, too,
that he went from here to Indianapolis in the mail car.

Q. Did he go from Indianapolis to Greeucastle in the mail car !—A.
I think be did.

Q. Did you see him get out of it ?—A. No, sir; I did not, but I think
he told me he had got out of it.

On motion, at this point the committee stood adjourned to Saturday,
Jaouary 31, 1880, at ten o’clock a. m.
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SEVENTH DAY.

WASHINGTON, Saturday, January 31, 1880.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present, the chairman and all the mnembers of the committee.

TESTIMONY OF M. T. LEWMAN, RESUMED.

M. T. LEWMAN, testimony of yesterday resumed.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. YWhen we adjourned yesterday you were speaking of an in-
terview with a colored man of the name of Heath, and I think you re-
marked that you thought he came there in-the mail car on the railroad 1
—A. I think so; he told me he did. I told you that I did not see him
get out of the mail car myself.

Q. Who is the mail agent on that road 2—A. I do not think I can an-
swer as to that road.

Q. What road was it on ?—A. The Vaudalia.

Q. Did he give you any reason why he traveled on the mail car 3—A.
I do not know that I can state that he did.

Q. How did be come to tell you about it ?—A. He was speaking of
how kind they were to him ; and speaking in the same connection, I
think he said he went over from here to Indianapolis in the mail car.

Q. Did he tell you whether he paid his tare while traveling in the
mail car >—A. He said he did not ; that is my impression.

Q. He was carried through as mail matter, then ?—A. He simply said
that he came over in the mail car.

Q. And traveled free —A. He toll me he traveled free.

Q. Did bhe not tell you that anybody franked him or deadheaded him
over the road !—A. He told ine he came free, but I do not remember his
exact language.

Q. Did be tell you that he came free from Washington?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And had the accommodations of the mail car >—A. I do not know
that he said anything of accommodations; he said he met a gentleman
in Indianapolis named Reynolds.

Q. That is a violation of law, is it not, to ride in the mail car ?—A. I
do not know, sir; I am not posted on that.

Q. Where is that man Heath, now #—A. I do not know, sir.

Q. How long did be stay in and about Greencastle?—A. I under-
stood until next morning at 9 o’clock ; I saw him no more that eveniung.

Q. Do you know where he went ’—A. The last I saw of him was at a
hotel in the north end of the town.

Q. Do you know where he went when he left Greencastle ?—A. My
impression is that be went to Kansas, from what a gentleman there
told me, a Mr. Goodrich.

Q. Do you know whether he came back '—A. I do not know.

Q. What do you know of his leaving a written statement on this sub-
ject at Indianapolis —A. I pever saw it. /

Q. Did be tell you he made it —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you understand that it is in existence from information +—A.
The gentleman with whom the paper was left, Mr. Baker, I understand,
has it yet.

Q. What Baker is that !—A. Mr. James E. Baker.

(). What was the appearance of this man Heath? Was he a full-
biooded colored man #—A. He was a dark mulatto, but not a coal-black
man.

A
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Q. What degree of intelligence did he manifest ?—A. Nothing extra.

Q. You may repeat, as you did last evening, what was said of the
purposes of this movement, so far as Indiana was concerned.—A. He
told me that his first object was to get to Kansas; it is a matter [ have
not thought much about since, as it was long before this committee was
in existence or thought of' ; but he said that his intention when he left
home was to go to Kansas, but said he was sent out by friends at home -
to look out homes for them, and he came to Washington and remained
onedor two weeks, and gave the names of the parties with whom he
stai

Q. One was the man named Adams?—A. Yes, sir; he said they
treated him kindly and asked him to stop at Indlanapolls and he said
he had letters to Mr. Martindale; I amnot positive asto w hether he said
he had any letters to Holloway but I am certain as to Martindale; he said
he staid there several days, aud they asked him to come to Green-
castle, and that he would hnd better accommodations down there in
Putnam County than be could find in Kansas ; he asked me about the
county and chances for their getting labor, and I asked bim why they
wanted to leave North Carolina; he said one reason was to Letter their
condition, and another, he said, was that their friends here, Adams and
others, desired as many as possible of them to get out of North Carolina
and into Indiana before the census was taken, so as to decrease the rep-
resentation in North Carolina, and increase it in Indiana; this was the
substance of his language.

Q. Did be tell you how many it was contemplated to transfer in this
way by the 1st of May *—A. I think he did, but I cdnuot say how many
it was,

Q. Give the best impression on your mind, if you have one?—A. I
think it was tully as much as 10,000, but I am not positive.

Q. He talked to you freely, supposing vou to be a Republican ?—A.
Yes, sir; that is true.

Q. Did he state who those letters were from recommending bim to
Martindale and Holloway ?—A. I think he only called one name here,
and that was Adams. If there was any other in Washington City, I do
not remember it.

Q. Were you aware at that time that Adams was secretary of the
Emigrant Aid Society?—.A\. No, sir; I was not.

Q. Did this man say anything at the time as to what Judge Martin-
dale and Holloway said to him abont going there to Indiana, and about
raising money for them ’—A. I am not certain whether the conversation
was as to Holloway or not, but he said they proposed to pay half of
their way. That was what he said in the couversation with me.

Q. This was all in the said conversation >—.A. I never had but one
wlth bhim.

). Judge Martindale is proprietor of the Indianapolis Journ.tl the
leaclmg Republican paper iu the State?>—A. Yes, sir. .
Q. And Holloway is postmaster at Indianapolis?—A. Yes, s1r; he is.

Q. Andis a leadmg and prominent Republican ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Lewman, have you ever seen any Republican newspaper pub-
lished in Indiana condemuing this emigration of North Carolina negroes
to oar State 7—A. I do not recollect of sceing one.

Q. Have you ever seen that they failed to condemn this committee
tor investigating the reasons why tbhey left North Carolina for Indiana ?
—A. I do not know that I have. I think they all of them go for you
and the committee.
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Q. What is the tone and position of the Greencastle Banner ou this
subject?—A. It has been opposing the investigation all the time.

Q). Now, sir, I want you to state the manuner in which that lot of 50
or 60 negroes came to Greencastle? \What citizens of the town went to
see them, to meet them, and marched ap to town with them —A. I did
not see them myself, but I understood that word was brought that they
were on the road. I bad it from Mr. Thomas Hanna, an attorney of our
town, and who is ex chairman of the-Republican county central com-
mittee. He was chairman some time, but has been succeeded by another
gentleman.

Q. What office is he a candidate for now on the Republican State
ticket 7—A. For the nomination of lieutenant-governor, I believe. In
conversation with him—and I beard others state it—he stated to me
this—that is, in speaking about the first batch; I stated yesterday that
it was 56; I believe it was sixty-odd—that batch of fifty-odd or sixty-
odd, Mr. Hanua telegraphed to Mr. Langsdale to come to Indianapolis
to make arrangements for them. Mr. Langsdale did not get the dis-
patch in time to go on the Vandalia train, and he took the northern
road, and when he got to Indianapolis I understood that arrangements
were already made to get them to Greencastle. I do not know what
amount was arranged for, but Mr. Hanna said the money was arranged
for, and Langsdale came down to Greencastle with them, and when they
got off at the south depot, as we call it, Mr. Langsdale and Mr. Clay,
pastor of the church there, marched them up to the church and quar-
tered them there.

. Q. You say they marched them up; do you mean that Langsdale
marched up with them ¥—A. As I understand from those who saw him,
he marched at the head of the procession.

Q. Were they on foot 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far is it from the depot to the church !—A. Fully half a
mile,

Q. Where is the church located ¥—A. It is near the college.

Q. And your understanding is that Langsdale marched up at the head
of them ?¥—A. I heard a number say so, but I did not see that.

Q. Were they put into the Methodist church ?—A. They were, sir.

Q). And remained there all the time, did they not I—A. Yes, sir.

(). Are there any of them there now ?—A. Not of the first squad, I
reckon.

Q. But any, I mean ?—A. No, I think not; I think there are none in
the church now, nor when I left home, but there were a good many about
town.

Q. You spoke of 20 of these emigratns being in a room not as large as
this ; do you know of any others in the same condition ?—A. Not to my
personal knowledge ; others know that better than I do. I have beard
of it, but don’t know it. :

By Senator WINDOM:

Q. Mr. Lewman, you say you are a resident of Greencastle ?—A. Yes,
sir. :

Q. How long have you been a resident there 2—A. Well, sir, I believe
I have been there 14 years, a little over that permanently.

Q. What is the population of that county >—A. What is the county ?

Q. Patnam. What is the population of Putnam County —A. The
last census was 23,000, I think, along there somewhere.

Q. Then it is about 23,000 ?—A. Yes, sir; about that.

Q. What is size of the county of Putnam ?—A. It is longer north and
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south than it is east and west; it is perhaps 30 miles long and about
17 or 18 wide. I do not know it exactly without making a calculation.
I may be mistaken about the width of it.

Q. How many square miles would that be ?—A. I never made a calcu-
lation of that, and without figuring it I would not say.

Q. That would be 510 square wmiles, if you haveitright ?—A. Yes, sir,
1 suppose so, but it is a matter I never figured over at all.

Q. That would be 326,400 acres; it is all good land ?—A. No, sir; not
all of it.

Q. What proportion is 2—A. I suppose three-fourths is what we call
good land; then there is some hilly land in the southeast and south-
western parts.

Q. Is that portion settled ?—A. The hilly portion, yes, sir; it is all
settled ; the best part of our county is the north northwestern, and west
and east portions.

Q. Is all the county settled 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is it all improved ?*—A, Well, sir, there are some lLodies of land
that are not under cultivation; there is a good deal that is in timber.

Q. What portion ot the county is under cultivation ?—A. I cannot
tell you exactly, but I should think one-fourth is under cultivation; a
great deal of the land there is in timber and in grass.

Q. What is the principal product of the county ?+A It is termed the
‘stock county ” more than anything else, but we raise corn, wheat,
grass, and hay.

Q. Do you require a great deal of corn for your stock !—A. Yes, sir;
but it is not unusunal to buy corn from Illinois, but that is not so this
year; there is a good deal of wheat sowu this year, two or three times
more than I ever saw before.

Q. You say there are four or five thousand population in Greencastle ?
—A. Yes, sir; inthat neighborhood; our men claim more than that, but
I don’t think there are more; I dou’t know what the last census of the
county was.

Q. Are there any other towns and villages in the county —A. Yes,
Sir.

Q. Please name them.—A. There is Bainbridge.

Q. What is its population 3—A. I suppose something from 1,000 to
500.

Q. Which would you say I—A. 500 to S00 I could say.

Q. Name the next.—A. Cioverdale.

Q. What is its population *—A. Not over 500.

Q. What is next -—A. Reelsville.

Q. How many are there ’—.A. A couple of hundred.

Q. Are there any others !—A. Fillmoie.

Q. How many are there !—A. The same number, about 200, maybe
300 and a few more.

Q. Arve there any other towns >—A. There are some small places, very
small post-oflices, &ec.

Q. What are the people in these towns mostly engaged in 2—A. They
are merchauts, blacksmiths, carpeunters, and l.tbormg meun.

Q. Are none of them farming?—A. Sowe of them live in town and
farmn outside.

Q. Are they mostly railroad towns?—A. Bainbridge, Reelsville,
Cloverdale, and Fillmore are.

Q. You are very much crowded there in your State and county I—
A. I don’t say it is crowded.

Q. You said there were a great many people without employment 1—
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;‘.\b But I stated we have three seasons when there is a demand for
abor.

Q. What are they ?—A. The planting, harvesting, and corn-gathering
seasons.

Q. That would take up nearly all the summer, would it not —A. No,
sir; we don’t take all the summer to raise a crop. of corn out there.

Q. What do they do in the spring time —A. They are planting corn.

Q. Then there is the tending of it ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Does not that take pretty much all the season !—A. The corn
planting and tending and harvesting run up to August; then October
and November they are gathering corn; thereis not so much demand
for labor after.

Q. Is there no demand for persons to take care of stock in winter ?
—A. Yes, sir; some.

Q. What do you mean by being overcrowded ¥—A. My judgment is
and I am confident that we have no demand, certainly no extra demand,
for labor at this time. .

Q. There is no demand for laboring people in your county !—A. No,
sir; I say we have enough permanent citizens who are able to do all the
work and still leave others idle. _

Q. You don’t want any more emigrants in your county ?—A. No, sir;
1 won’t say that, *

Q. If you are overcrowded and in a smothering condition we want to
advertise that to the world ¥—A. I say I don’t think we need any more
laboring emigrants there.

Q. Does the Democracy want emigrants to come there or do they want
to keep them away *—A. I don’t think that is the feeling of the Demo-
cratic party.

Q. Do they want them to come there?—A. I think they do if they
come as regular citizens.

Q). Then you want these colored people to come there if they comein
that way I—A. Let me explain to you; the trouble seems to be that
there are people—or at least a dissatisfaction seems to be because they
are shipping these people there by the car load, and dump them down
upen our people, when they are not able to support themselves, There
is no objections to negroes coming there from the Southern States if
they come as other people, with means to support themselves, and do
not become a public burden.

Q. It is this immense number that you object to >—A. Yes, sir; the
feeling has been excited by that,

Q. It is intense there, is it not 7—A. I cannot say it is.

Q. It iz strong then ¥—A. There is a good deal of it.

Q. When did this dumping begin ?—A. I think the latter part of Sep-
tember, or it may have been in October.

Q. October, November, December, and January, four months; now it
was October when it began; they have been dumping them in there by
the carload since October ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Then when did they dump them ?—A. The first lot that came there
were fifty or sixty; then there was forty, and they have been coming in
as low down as fiftcen.

Q. This immense number that bave been dumped in there, as you say,
by the car load is 250 all told 2—A. I think so.

Q. And this you think an immense number to come in there in four
mouths *—A. But it has created a good deal of excitement, and I think
it is a large number to come 1nto a county in so short a time.

Q. I see by the newspapers that a great number of Irish people are
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likely to come to this country in a destitute condition ; do you object to
them coming to Indiava ?—A. I think that would be like the others; if
they come there as others do I think we wonld not object to it, but if
they come as these negroes I think they would be treated the same as
thev are.

Q. Even if contributions taken up are used to help tbem ?'—A. No,
sir; I don’t think they are similar cases. I don’t think I would object
to them, as it is an act of charity.

Q. Theun it is an act of charity to the Irishman aud pot to the negro?
—A. Yes, sir; it is an act of charity to the negro, too.

Q. Then why do you make a distinction 3—A. Because I understand
they are not bettered by coming there to Indiana.

Q. Do you thiuk the lrishman would be bettered by coming there 1—
A. If they are starving over there in Ireland, it would be an act of
charity for thew to come to this country where they could get relief.

Q. But you have nothing tor them to do in your county..—A. No, sir;
we have nothing for them to do at this time.

Q. As [ understand you, vou hrave no work for them in Indiana ?—A.
No, sir: it they wish work thev should go somewhere else.

Q. Then you would say to them to keep out of Indianat—A. I think
there are better places tor them. I am candid when I say to this com-
mittee that 1 do vot think there is a demand for labor in Indiana at this
time.

By Senator BLAIR :

Q. You mean at this season of the year !—A. Yes, sir; principally.
I stated awhile ago that there was, during the winter, a fair demaad for
mechanics in our town.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. Then, Mr. Lewman, when we say that Americd is the land of the
free and the home of the brave, aud an asylum for the oppressed, we
must say with Indiana excepted I—A. No, sir; I do not say so.

Q. You say you have no work there for paople coming into the State ?
—A. No, 8ir; “thers is no work at this time.

Q. Wwill \ou then advise this committee to say to the world, to these
people cnmiug here from whatever point, that they should keep out of
Indiana?—A. No, sir; I would not think of advising this hooorable
committee a8 to what it should.-do. I do not state that we are over-
stocked in Indiana, but I do say that there is no demand for labor there
;now. I say there are times in the year when there is a demand for
abor,

Q. Do not you think that if there is no demaud for labor, and no
work for people to do going there, that they had better keep out of the
State 1—A. No, sir; but I do not know that I can explain it any better
than I bhave done.

Q. Your conclusion is that there is no demand for labor there, and
that people emigrating had better keep out of Indiana 3—A. I think 1
bave stated the tact that there is no demaund for labor there.

Q. Then you would say to people emigrating to the West that they
had better keep out of your State I—A. That is true, 8ir; if they want
work and are destitute in their condition now.

Q.- You said, I believe, that a great many of these people wanted to
2o back 7—A. I do not know that a great many of them want to get
back, but 1 said a number of them did, and I say 80 yet; there are a
number there who want to go back to North Carolina. This gentleman
fromn North Carolina, whom I spoke about awhile ago, stated that all he

12 EX
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had seen from his place wanted him to take them back; and all I have
talked to myself, probably two dozen, said they would be glad to go
back, or intended to go back as soon as they got the means to go oun.

Q. Bow many have you talked to on the subject !—A. I think prob-

ably two dozen. I do not recollect of one that I talked to who did not
want to go back.

Q. What reason did they assign tor wanting to go back '—A. They
said that they could do better in North Carolina than there.

Q. I suppose you have heard of no threats and mobs and violence to
keep people from hiring these emigrants—A. There was some talk of
that kind in the northwest corner of our connty.

Q. Was anything done of that kind !—A. There was something of
the sort, some talk, but I think no wore, except that two houses were
burned there in Russellville Township, one of the largest townships in
the county.

Q. Was there anybody in either one of those houses when they were
burned !—A. No, sir; not at the time. Oune of them was owned by Mr.
Wilsou, who is a Republican, and the township itself is a very strong
Republican township.

Q. Were there any negroes on his place —A. I think he had arranged
with them to come in there, and the house was burned several days af-
terwards.

Q. Was there any understanding as to whether that had anything to
do with the burning ’—A. I made some inquiry about it, and there are
facts in conuection with it that I would rather not state. I should not
like to say anything definite now about the burning of the house, as we
want to get at the fact ot who the house was burned by. I do not think,
though, there are any Democrats living within a mile or two of the
house.

Q. They were living near enough to get there if they wanted to, were
they not ?—A. Yes, sir; they might have burned it, I suppose. I was
not claiming that the Democrats out there in Indiana are saints.

Q. I bad no such impression.—A. We have as good Democrats as
Republicans, and as good Republicans as Democrats there.

Q. What were the politics of these people who were making the
threats to burn the houses? Did you hear of any Republicans engaged
in that?—A. Ounly through others. I have heard that the laboring
Republicans in that township threatened to do it.

Q. What about the otber house? Had that man anything to do with
hiring these negroes *—A. No, sir.

Q. Was he a Republican ¥—A. No, sir; he was a Democrat.

Q. Did he bave any connection with this emigrant business1—A.
No, sir; I have beard it said why the house was burned, but that is all.
I do not know anything about it.

Q. What was the nature ot the threats about which you testified —
A. Well, sir, we have men there who are reckless, Democrats and Repub-
licans alike, and I bave heard threats from both sides. They are men
of alow class generally, and I paid no attention to what they said.

Q. Did you ever read any Democratic newspapers in which such a
thing was binted at?—A. I think I bave, some little sketches.

Q. So it was not a low class of people that made these threats, but
sowe good people were concerned in them ‘!—A I think T have heard
of such a thing.

Q. How far is Shelbyville from Greencastle 7—A. It is 75 miles from
our place.

Q. What do you know of that mob that was reported down there I—
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A. I do not know anything except what was in the papers. I do not
know that I have talked with any gentlemen about it. :

Q. You said yesterday that you did not know of any person, save one,
who bad employed auy of these people who are not Repnblicans 1—A.,
Yes, sir; 1 mean the new ones. The resident colored men are em-
ployed there by our people indifferently.

Q. I understood you to say that that man was a Dewocrat, but is
pretty nearly a Republican now {—A. He nsed to be a Deuwocrat, and
he went oft with the Greenback party, and I understand is now a can-
didate for nomination as trustee on the Republican ticket.

Q. From the character of your people there, as you know them from
being their sheriff, what do you think would be the effect of threats of
violence and these bouse burnings and mobs on the demand generally
for colored labor 1—A. We have had no snch general tbhreats and mobs
in our couuty.

Q. It was understood, was it not, in the county that the bouse was
barved for that reason?—A. Yes, sir; and I will say that two or three
colored men left the county on that accouut.

Q. Would not such threats and the general anderstandiug that houses
were being burned that were prepared for colored emigrants have a
natural tendency among the people to discourage them from employing
these emigrants?—A. I thiuk probably it would.

Mr. WINDOM. It would in most countries, I think.

The WITNESS. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your opinion as to that now?—A. I think I assented to
your proposition. I think certainly it would have that tendency.

Q. And it would rather have a tendency to make some of these people
want to go back home?—A. Yes, sir; I think it would, but do not un-
derstand, Senator, that that u;mlmon of thmgs as you put it is the case
in our uoupu.

Q. You stated that they burnt one house a day or two after a man
rented it to a colored man; that was in your county was it not1—A,
Yes, sir: but all that excitement has subsided now.

Q. And you have seen the same sort of suggestions in the newspapers?
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And beard these threats from the lower classes 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think all these things would have a tendency to disconr-
age the demand for their labor t—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say that Williams wanted the court-lhouse to hold a meeting
8o that these people could state why they were coming to Indiana, and
you would not let themn have it because you did not think it was neces-
sary 1—A. That was one cause, sir. Then we have a county board of
three commissioners, and they bave instructed me only to let parties
have the use of it on public occasions, and then only to resideuts of the
county. I did not think that Williamg was a res‘dent of the county,
and be is not now.

Q. Certainly that was a public occasion, was not it, when they wanted
to hold a public meeting }—A. You might termn it a public occasion.
Another thing was that 1 did not know him any way. 1 told him it he
would see Mr. Langsdale and Mr. Clay, and they came round, and they
certified him as a citizen, he might get it.

Q. Did not Mr. Clay atterwards make appliultion for it :—A. I under-
stood he did.

Q. And to your deputy !—A. Yes, 8ir; to Mr. Allen.

Q. Did Mr. Langsdale join him in the lequest 1—A. I understood so.

Q. Do you know why they did not get it ?—A. No, sir.
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Q. What paper is it that you said you paid 87 for 3—A. For both of
them.

Q. You said that the paper that you had there and produced to the
committee did not look like it was worth what you paid for it T—A. I
do not know as it is.

Q. Theun you were cheated ’—A. No, sir; I do not know that I was,
I was trying to get at the secrets of this matter. I bad a cariosity to
know what these articles were.

Q. These secret articles here were all of them published in the news-
papers, were they not {—A. I think they were.

Q. Aud there was nothing secret about them ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. And you heard that these others were lying around loose in the
Greencastle Banner oftice ?—A. No, sir; [ never heard of it, if they
were. We never could get hold of them, if they were.

Q. And you paid 87 to get hold of this onet—A. Yes, sir.

Q. To gratify vour curiosity ¥—A. No, sir; I wanted to see what it
was. There bad been a great deal of excitement among our people over
the coming of these North Carolina negroes. I bhave vot been examined
before committees of this sort much, and I am in the babit of stating
facts while on the withess stand ; but I would say there has been a good
deal of excitement about the negroes coming into our county, and it is
pretty generally believed, especially among the Democrats, that it was
a political movement. 1 had heard about these papers or letters or cir-
culars, and [ felt a curiosity to see them, and thought that if it was a
fact that there was a political purpose in bringing these negroes there
it was important not only to the laboring meun ot our county but to the
laboring negroes of the South that they should know of it.

Q. You did what you did as a Democrat 7—A. Yes, sir; as a Demo-
crat and a citizen.

Q. Have you not been very active in this, Mr. Sheriff 1—A. I do not
kuow that I bave been overly active. I have baen active to get at the
facts.

Q. You have not been opposed to this exodus movement, have you 4—
A. Yes, sir, I have; aud have denounced it wherever I (,ould Laying
all politics aside, putting them entirely out of the question, I have de-
nounced it and called it a frand.

Q. It is not a very easy thing for you to do, is it, to lay youar politics
aside I—A. I suppose I wouald be in that matter like yourselt; I am a
Democrat.

Q. Well, I understand that you Democrats out there are opposed to
their coming 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now do you tind anything in that paper to interest you after pay-
ing &7 for it ?—A. I do not know, sir, that I did particularly.

Q. What is there in it except a little exaggeration #¥—A. I think there
is a great deal of exaggeration in that last article about the amount of
pay aud the inducements to be given to these people. I know all that
18 exaggeration.

Q. How about the sccret one signed by Clay 7—A. There is matter in
that about the fifteenth amendment being repealed; that is all exag-
geration. I do not think there is the least danger of that in the world.
I never have and do not think so now,

Q. Dv not you thiuk that in some localities it is possible to nullify it
quite a3 much as if you were to repeal it 2—A. I do not think, Senator,
it will ever be touched in the world.

Q. I think I have your objections to these two papers. You told us
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something about meeting a certain Mr. Heath ; what time in the day
did yon meet him *—A. 1t was in the night, I thivk vear one o'clock.

Q. Were you at the depot when the train arrived 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he alone 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the first thmg said between you and him 3—A. I spoke
to bim and said good evening.

Q. You were looking for him ?¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who told you to look for him I—A. A gentleman named Baker—
James Baker.

Q. He bad come down from Indianapolis?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who did he bring word from ?—A. John Manson.

Q. Who is he #—A. The aunditor of the State.

Q. Is he a Democrat {—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he tell you why he and the auditor bad been following this
colored man over the State 7—A. Yes, sir. He said that this man had
come on to make arrangements for locating these exodusters, and was
coming to our county for that purpose.

A. And you were requested to look after him? —A. Yes, sir; and
have an interview with him.

Q. You said gnod evening to him ?'—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did he say ¥—A. He asked if I could show him to the post-
oftice, and I said I was going right there.

Q. Did you go with him #—A. Yes, sir. _

Q. Yon took him to the post-oftice #—A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. Did he ask you to show him the postmaster ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Didn’t you tell him that you were the postmaster!—A. No, sir.

Q. Didn’t you tell him that you were a Republican?—A. No, sir; I
don’t know as L told him I was; but I asked bim it he was named
Heath, and be said, ¢ Yes ”; and I raid I was looking for him, and he
asked mme how I knew he was coming, and I said I heard it from Indian-
apolis.

Q. You said you led him to believe yon were a Republican ?—A. I
did, sir, fro\n my conversation.

Q. You deceived him about that?—A. Yes, sir; [ am compelled to
say, in trutb, that I did.

Q Did he bring any letters with him ?¥—A. No. sir; he had some
little slips of paper, on which were the pames of parties he was to see.

Q. Who were they ?—A. These are the papers; I have them here.
(The witness produ(-vd several slips of paper) '

Q. Did he give these to you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. At what point in conversation did he give you these papers?.—A.
I suppose we had been talking three qmrmrn of an hour when he gave
me those papers.

Q. You had been talking a half an hour at least 1—A. Yes, sir; three-
fourrhs, perhaps.

NQ. And he asked you to show him the way to the post-office 1—A.

0. Nir.

Q. Where did you take him ¥—A. I took him to a hotel after he left
my office.

Q. Did he suppose, at the time, that bhe was in the sherlﬂ’i office I—
A. | don’t know, sir; 1 don’t think he did.

Q. Did be talk to vou as though you were the postmaster !—A. No,
sir; I told him I bad Leen selected to meet Mm; that the postmaster
was not 1n at that time of night.

Q. You and him talked together freely 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was anybody else there ?—A. No, sir.
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Q. To what hotel did you take him?—A. To Sage’s, down at the
north end of the town.

Q. You say nohody saw yon and him when you were holding this con-
versation 3—A. No, sir; there were two or three parties at the depot.
The night porter, Mr. Floyd, aud two policemeun there, and a young
man named Richard=on.

Q. Did they hear the conversation !—A. No, sir. Mr. Baker was
there too. '

Q. Did he hear it ¥—A. Mr. Baker may have heard the first words
that were spoken. I don’t think either of the others did.

Q. At what time of night did you leave him at the hotel ¥ It must
have been between three and four o'clock in the morning !—A. Yes, sir;
but I am not sure as to the time. It might bhave been three or four
o’clock.

Q. You were with bim from the timne he got into town until three or
four o’clock in the morning +—A. Yes, sir; about two hours altogether.

Q. He was with you in your office, you say, one hourt—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you do with bim when you took him to tbe hotel ¥—A.
I told the proprietor to give him a room.

Q. Did you pay for it t—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know who did 1—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know whether it has been paid for !—A. 1 think I have
heard Mr. Sage say it has been paid.

Q. Do you know who paid it?—A. No, sir; I think it was paid by
gsome Democrats, but I don’t know that it was.

Q. What time did be leave ?—A. I think he left about nine o’clock
the next morning.

Q. Was not that the understanding between you, that he was to leave
the next morning ¥—A. No, sir; he was to see me the next morning.

Q. Did you see him ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anybody who did ?—A. I think I do.

Q. Who was it 2—A. Mr. Bridges.

Q. What is he, a Republican or a Democrat?—A. He is a Democrat.

Q. Didn’t you say to him that he had better get out of town pretty
quick or the ku-klux would get after him $—A. No, sir, I did not, for
1 promised to see him the next morning.

Q. Did you hear of anybody who did tell him that ?—A. No, sir; not
a word of it.

Q. He did leave pretty suddenly !—A. Yes, sir; he went away on the
nine o’clock train.

Q. You were to meet bim the next morning ~—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you hear of any intimidation of this man, or any intimation of
what frightened him off —A. Yes, sir; I heard that Mr. Bridges told
him he bad fallep into the hands of a Democrat instead of a Republican.

Q. Did you hear that Mr. Bridges said anything to him about ku-
klux *—A. No, sir; if be had done so I think he would bave told me.

Q. Didn’t you, as the Democratic sherift, get up a good deal of a con-
spiracy with him to tlood the State with these negro voters ¥—A. I told
hir they were needed by the Republican party, and asked him how we
were going to get them, and how many. [ told him how much we
needed. and he said there was no doubt about our getting them, if we
would pay half their expenses.

Q. You rather pledged the Republican party to bring them on there?
—A. No, sir; I think not; I asked him it they could not pay their own
way ; and he said that maybe some of them would. I think the lan-
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guage he nused was that those who had horses and places would not
come ; and that those who did not could not get the money to come on.

Q. You stated, I believe, that it would take about ten thousand voters
to turn the scale in Indiana ?—A. Yes, sir; but I wish to state, in order
to do him and myself justice, that he was tirst going to Kansas. ButI
think bhe said he was advised to stop there by people in Indianapolis.

Q. You don’t know who those Indianapolis parties were ?—A. No,
sir, except from him; and he only named one party.

Q. You are sure he said something of that sort, before you intimated
to bim that they needed colored people to secure the State for the Re-
publican party ¥—A. I think he did.

Q. Don’t you think that it was your suggestion that you could carry
the State that way 1—A. I think not.

Q. Was it you who mentioned the ten thousand voters to him 1—A.
I thivk it was him. I think he said that he could get any number that
was wanted ; and they wanted ten thousand.

Q. Dido’t you say that he suggested it I—A. No, sir, I don’t think he
did. He said he could get any number if you would pay half their fare.

Q. Yon communicated this conspiracy to Governor Hendricks, did
you not !—A. No, sir; I did not. :

Q. Do you know who it was that communicated it to him —A. No,
sir; 1 don’t think I have had any communication with him since then.

Q Do you know whether this interview between you and Heath
reached the governor’s ears at all —A. I cannot tell you.

Q. How long was it before be made his speech that there was a con-
spiracy between the Republicans to flood the State with colored voters
t:at you had this interview with Heath 1—A. I am not able to state
that. '

Q. Were you surprised when you learned that Heath had gone? And
did you go around there to see him ¥—A. No, sir. 1 learned he had
gone before I went down there.

Q. Who told you that he bad gone ¥—A. Mr. Bridges.

Q. What reason did Mr. Bridges give you for his going 1—A. I do
not know that I can state just what was said on that occasion.

Q. Can’t you remember it +—A. No, sir.

Q. Don’t you remember the substance of it}—A. He said he told him
be had fallen into the hands of a Democrat; and that he seemed
anxious to go away, and that he jumped on the train and left.

Q. Did he tell him that you was a wmember of the ku-klux $—A.
No, sir; Mr. Bridges did not say so.

Q. The fact that you were a Dewmocrat was enough to make him go ?
—A. Yes, sir; it seeiwns so.

Q. Have you seen bim since 1—A. No, sir.

Q. He was rather an ignorant man, was he not?—A. Yes, sir. He
¥as not a low nigger, but rather of a medium character.

Q. These are all the papers that he showed you 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Just these little slips ?—A. Yes, sir; that is all.

Q. State what he said as to his interviews with people in Washing-
ton {—A. I think he said his first intention was to go to Kaunsas; but
be stopped Lere, and, meeting this man Adams, he was persuaded to
8top at Indianapolis,and from Indianapolis he was sent to Greeucastle;
and that parties told him they wanted a certain number of negroes from
North Carolina in Indiana to lessen the number of Republican votes
out there and increase it in Indiana.

Q. You stated, I believe, that he did not tell you who they were who
8aid that 1—A. No, sir.

>
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Q. Have you ever heard anything since of this man Heath ¥—A.
I have seen an article in the Banner purporting to be trom him ; but 1
do not think it is from him.

Q. What is that >—.A. It purports to be a letter to the editor of the
Banner and the postinaster ; but I do not think it is from him, from the
language used in it.

Q. You haven’t got that, have yon 2-—A No, sir; there was only a
mention of it in the Banner.

Q. Has Mr. Bridges ever heard of him !—A. No, sir; I think not. If
he had, I think he would have told me.

Q. Did youn and Mr. Bridges think that was the right sort of way to
do, to meet an old darkey and frighten him out of yonr county in that
way ? Ave those the Democratic tactics in your county 2—A. Not a8 &
general thing; but this seemed to be a deepemte case,

Q. What was the character of that affidavit that he left at Indianap-
olis ?—A. I only heard of it, sir.

Q. You had nothing to do with the getting of it *—A. No, sir.

Q. You only heard of it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You don’t know where he is now !—A. No, sir.

Senator WINDOM. I do, and I want him snmmoned.

Senator VOORHEES. Where is he?

Senator WINDOM. In Saint Louis.

Senator VOORHEES. Then 1 will sammbn him \\Iwnever you desire.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. You stated that his object was first to go to Kansas?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that he was induced by Adams to stop at Indianapolis ?—A.
Yes, sir; by Adams and others,

Q. You went out of the conspiracy business with him. You have not
heard anything more of him ?—A. No, sir; except what 1 heard of him
in this article in the newspaper.

Q. Who had anything to do with this dreadful eonspiracy besides
yourselt?—A. I was not in any conspiracy. He was giving his object,
and I was agreeing with him for a purpose.

Q. But, so far as he understood it, yon and he were in a cpnspiracy
together ?—A. He may have so understood it.

Q. You were working up a conspiracy to flood Indiana with negro
voters !—A. No, sir; there was nothing ot the sort said in the conver-
sation I spoke of.

Q. What did he say that Mr. Martindale said to him?—A. I do not
know as I can give you any more than that he was one of the partles
who directed him to Greencastle.

Q. Who was the other party {—A. I think it was Mr. Holloway, but
T am not positive as to that.

Q. Did he say anything more about raising money, except what you
said to him ?—A. There was nothing of that sort said, except that he
said they would have to have half their way paid. He said they could
not be brought there without somebody paid half their fare.

Q. Did he, in this confidential conversation with you, mention any one
who was raising money for this purpose ?—A. No, sir; 1 do not think
that I could state that he did.

Q. Yon say vou talked together two hours #—A. Yes, sir; I was
trying to get this information.

Q. And you had his confidence, thoronghly 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he talked freely with you *¥—A. Yes, sir; I think he did.

4Q. And you, while trying to get this information, and having his con-
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fidence, did not get the names of any parties who were raising money
for this purpose !—A. No, sir; he mentioned the naines of parties here,
and said they would help; but I do not know that he mentioned any-
body who was raising money.

Q. Did he express any bope of getting it from any source '—A. Yes,
sir; he seemed to think they would help him.

Q. Where were those people?—A. Some were here, and some were
in Indianapolis.

. Q. Did he tell you who they were?—A. Yes, sir; I asked him about
Indianapolis, and my impression is that he spoke of Martindale and
Reynolds.

Q. Who is Reynolds ¥—A. He is the mail agent there.

Q. He did not mention these names as the names ot men who were
going to furnish money, did he *—A. No, sir; I don’t think he did.

Q. Did he seem to think those people could be bronght without money,
in this conspiraecy yon and him were raigsing 2—A. He said they could
not come without half of their way being paid.

Q. He looked to you to help him, did he not *—A. He looked to the
Republican party. .

Q. You did not understand that be had made any arrangement with
anybody to bring them !—A. No, sir; I do not think he had.

Q. But he expected you to help him ?—A. Yes, sir; I think from the
questions he asked that he expected help, because he said they could
not get there without we paid balt their way.

Q. From all he said, yvou inferred that he had no arrangement for
mouney to get them there ?—A. [ am inclined to think that he had none.

Q. Where is the gentleman who saw him after yon did 7—A. He lives
in our town,

Q. Have you had frequent conversation with bimn since?—A. I have
talked to him some since.

Q. Did you talk to him pretty freely, after this colored man left there
80 unceremonionsly *—A. Yes, gir.

Q. What did he say he told him in the conversation that frightened
him out of town?—A. I think it was a very short conversation he had
with bim,

Q. It was short, sharp, and decisive I—A. I don’t know, sir.

Q. Was he very much amused as to the ettect his conversation had
upon this man ¥—A. [ think be was a little amused.

Q. Did be mention or describe the effect that alarming statement,
that he had fallen into the hands of a Democrat, upon Heath ?—A. He
may bave doune so, but I do not remember.

" Q. You say that you do not recollect hearing any Republican news-
paper that denounced the exodus; how many do you read —A. I do
not read very many Republican newspapers. I read the journals occa-
sionally, and the Cinciunati Commercial, and our county papers; some-
times the Terre Haute papers, and sometimes the Saint Louis papers.

Q. You don't contine yourself very much to Republican intelligencers?
—A. No, sir; I don’t take but one Republican paper regularly.

Senator VANCE. You dou’t think you could stand two ot them *—A.
I do not know; but probably I could.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. You say, in the first batch, there were fifty or sixty who came 1—
A. Yes, xir; I think so.

Q. And you talked to Mr. Hauna as to how they came there?—A.
Yes, sir.

L]
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Q. He said that money was raised to take them to Greencastle, but
did he say where they found them #—A. He said to wme, in conversation,
that somebody bad telegraphed to Laugsdale to come there and wmeet
them in Indianapolis; but that they had started from there before he
had arrived.

Q. Langsdale, you say, was a radical man ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He held that the negro was not well treated in the South, and
ought to come to the North 3—A. Yes, sir; that is his idea.

Q. Then it was very natural, was it vot, to telegraph to so pronounced
a friend of the colored people to help them {—A. 1 don’t kuow, sir; bat
I know he had written a letter, which was published in the Indianapolis
Leader, stating that bhe would find homes for all who came.

Q. Then that is the reason, probably, that he was telegraphed to 13—
A. I dow’t know, sir; I know I read his letter.

Q. Do you know of any connection between Republicans and this
movement, except that which is of an industrial and charitable nature ?
—A. Not from what I know, except from my conversation with Heath.

Q. That is all the information you have !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You know of no direct connection of any prominent Repnblican
with it I—A. I do not know of it directly ; but it is the general talk.

Q. You mean that is the general suspicion in your party !—A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. But when you get down to the facts there is nothing in it I—A. I
bave given you all I think about it.

Q. You know of no money that has been raised for these immigrants,
except for temporary support ¥—A. I do not.

Q. And that money was for stranded people who were in need 1—A.
Yes, sir; I think there was some money raised by them for some who
wanted to start back home,.

Q. That was Democratic money, wasn’t it I—A. Yes, sir; I think so.

Q. Do you know anything of Democratic efforts to get women and
children to go back, 8o as to leave the impression that the Republicans
wanted to keep them there to vote ¥—A. I know that they are very des-
titute, and that our Republicans said that they would not raise money

to help them to get back.

- Q. Did you hear anything of a large number of Republicans who said
anything about there being no employment for these people 1—A. I ex-
pect I bave heard two hundred say that.

Q. Give us the names of as many as you can 1—A. It would be a hard
job to give you the names of a good many.

Q. Give us all you can ¥—A. There were two of the Williamses, Mr.
Welker, the maun I spoke of yesterday. I Dlelieve I have heard Mr.
Hanna, in his way, speak of there not being employment for them all.
There were two or three of the Orows who were not, 1 think, in favor of
the movement.

Q. Arethoseall 7—A. No, sir; Mr. Will Fipps [ bave heard speak of it
to a number of men down Ly the mill. I heard them also speak of it;
but I don’t know that I could give you the names in full.

Q. They were mostly people about town 3—A. Yes, sir; but some of
them lived in the country. I mentioned some who lived there.

Q. You say you saw a squad of twenty in a roomn no larger than this?
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they recent arrivals !—A. No, sir ; they bad been there some
time. ’

Q. Did they'tind employment ?—A. I think some of the men did.
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Q. What proportion of the two hundred and fifty who arrived there
were women and cbildren ¥—A. It would be difficult for me to state.

Q. Arn’t they people who generally have large families I—A. I think
the first lot of fifty or sixty were all men but one. Then of the balance
I think one hundred and twenty-five—well, probably not that many,
were men. :

l?. How wany of them have not found employment ¥—A. I could not
tell you.

Q. How many do you know have found employment t—A. I know
where probably fifty or sixty have been located.

Q. Do you think you know all who have been employed !—A. I think
I do. Those who are not employed are about town, and may get a day’s
job now and then. When I speak of employment, I mean steady em-
ployment for those out in the country. There are forty or fifty, per-
haps sixty, who are living with partiesin the country.

Q. You say that Heath talked about improving his condition by com-
ing to Indiana; what did he say *—A. He said that his idea was that
they could better their condition by coming West.

Q. Did he make any complaint as to bis treatment in North Caro-
lina —A. Yes, sir; he said they could not get money for their work,
and bad to take their pay in orders out of the stores.

Q. He complained about the order system 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he complain of any otber bad treatment, political or social 2—
A. I think, perhaps, he did.

Q. Did he complain of any discrimination between the whites and the
blacks in the administration of the laws!—A. If he did, I have forgot-
ten it.

Q. Did he say there was geuneral dissatisfaction among his people 1—
A. He stated that a large-portion of them would come if they could get
North ; and you may term it dissatisfaction or not. But I believe he
8aid nearly all would cotne if half their fare was paid, except those who
had teams and property.

Q. Wasn't it a fact that when 8o many of those people came a long
distance in such a condition, and with so many women and children, it
sort of wmollified your party in its ideas as to the political character of
the movement +—A. I don’t know, sir.

Q. Hasn'’t it occarred to you that if the Republican party was doing
this as a political movement, they would not go so long a distance and
bring such large families all the way from Indiana in order to get one
man to vote the Republican ticket?—A. I think I have argued that
out. The reason was to keep the men there, who would not stay there
without their families.

Q. Conldn’t they have brought them cheaper by the Mississippi river
and your Vandalia line1—A. I do not know, sir.

Q. Couldn’t they have brought them by the Vandalia line for five
dollars a head ¥—A. I don’t know as to that.

Q. Yon know there is a good deal of satisfaction down there in Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana among the colored people ?—A. That is the
newspaper report, and that is ail I have heard of it. .

Q. Don’t you think it is an unwise policy in the Republican party for
them to colonize the State by taking the people fromm North Carolina,
and not from Mississippi and Louisiana?—A. 1 don’t know, sir, as to
their objects.

Q. Assuming the idea of your party, that this movement has been
created for political purposes, do you not think it would be better pol-
icy to take them from Louisiana and Mississippi than from North Caro-
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ina?—A. Unless the reason is as has been stated here, is would be
better; but it has been said here by colored Republicans that North
Carolina is a safe Republican State, and they can spare them from
there.

Q. Couldn’t they spare them from Kentucky '—A. I don’t know.

Q. Don’t you know that Kentucky is a large Democratic State 1—A,
You know it has been going down some here of late,

Q. Don’t you think it is an ahsurd proposition that the Republican
party should go to North Carolina and do this thing to the disgust of its
own people in Indiana?—A. | do not think the Repuablicans are dis-
gusted with the negroes; but they are disgusted with this system of
bringing them ont there and putting them on the tax-payers without
anything to support them. We have to feed them and to shelter them,
and so they are objected to by Democrats and Republicans alike.

Q. Do you think their coming is likely to change the political aspects
of the State *—A. I do not think so.

Q. Your people have no fears on that point ?—A. Some of them
have; but I have not.

Senator BLAIR :

Q. You- said there is no demand for these people now !—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. There are three seasons, you say—plauting, harvesting, and corn-
gathering. When does the demand spring up?—A. Well, sir, they
commence plowing about the first of March, and sometimes not till
April. This winter bas been very open, and it it dries out they will be-
gin plowing in April and plant in May.

Q. From the time they commence planting up to the time the crop is
in they do not labor?—A. We have snch improvements in machinery
now that one man attends to as much of the crop as ten men used to
do. We use double plows, reapers, and binders, and it requires less
labor than you would suppose to run one of our farms,

Q. When is the most demand for labor ¥—A. In the snmmer.

Q. You need help most from spring time through to winter ?—A. Yes,
sir; we need most of them throngh the crop season.

Q. How long a time does it take to get those crops in?—A. I don’t -
know that L can say, as I am not a farmer.

Q. In our State we hire about the time you do and get through in
October. We hire up there for six months.—A. I don’t think they hire
that long io Indiana. They have large stock farms, and I know one
man who has a thousand head of three year-olds; it is a blue-grass re-
gion, and the best in the State, and the best stock county in the State.

Q. I suppose the portion of the year that an ordinapy laboring man
can get work in Indiana is about the same as in any other State Sonth
or North ?—A. I don’t know, sir. We have had a great_deal of idle-
ness in our State the last three or four vears.

Q. I am speaking of it as a general rule. Now here is a colored man
or an Irishman, and he proposes to emigrate to some State in the West;
won’t he get as much work in Indiana ax in Illinois or Missouri 2—A. 1
would hardly think so. [ would think that in Illinois, or in Missouri,
where they have more wooded land to clear, he would staml better than
in Indiana.

Q. You know that in nearly all parts of the world, agricultaral
people must for a while he unemployed 2—A. Yes, sir; that is so,

Q. So that immigrants to Indiana would find no more luck of employ-
ment there than elsewhere?—A. I am inclined to think he would. [
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kuow we have been overrun by idle men in our State for several years—
these people who are called tramps. Io fact, we have had an unusual
amount of idle men tmmpmg through the country.

Q. An emigraut, going from any quarter to a new country, would
expect, would he not, to undergo some bardships —A. Yes, sir; Isup-
pose so.

Q. Dou’t you think these people would rather prefer to go in a dull
season, and take advantage of any rise in the demand for labor in the
spring, thau otherwise I—A.. I don’t know, sir.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. Do you know whether this gentleman who saw Heath paid his
way where he went #—A. I think he did, but 1 do not know.

Q. If he did, he was contributing to the exodus to some other State?
—A. Yes, sir. .

By Senator VOORHEES:

Q. Now, you say these three pieces of paper Heath gave to you at
that mght, interview ; just read that one.

'The WITNESS read as follows :

¢ Postinaster Langsdale, and Mr. Clay, colored, at Greencastle,
Putnum County, on the Terre Haute railroad. Private. Tell these
geutlemen more are cowing.”

Q. Please state what is on the back of that paper.

The WITNESS. * Holloway. P.M.”

Q. Did you ever see Mr. Holloway’s handwriting 2—A. I do not know
that I kouow it.

Q. Look at this piece of brown paper, which you furnished on cross-
examination by Mr. Windom, and state what is on the face of it.—A.
(The Witness reading,) * Union depot, mail office, Reynolds.”

Q. State whether you have any means of identifying who Reynolds is,
by your informatiou or personal kuowledge.—A. I understand be is
the wail agent there.

Q. Where 1—A. At Indianapolis.

Q. At the Union depot I—A. Well, sir; I never made any inquiry
aboat him.

Q. This third paper; what is it ?—A. Tbat is ** J. M.” at the top, but
I take that to be **J. M. Adams, 1338 V. street, N. W.”

Q. And these are the papers he handed you when he was talking to
you, and supposed you were in sympatby with the movement —A.
That is true, sir,

Q. In your office, as sheriff, I will ask you whether it does not often
become necessary, to discover the purposes of parties, to appear to be for
the time in sympathy with them —A. We rarely ever succeed if we tell
the world what we are doing. I mean in pursning a criminal, or any-
thing of that kind; we cannot get at the facts, whether it be arson or
thett, successfully withont practicing some deception. ’

Q. Mr. Windom examined and cross-examined you in reference to the
feeling there on the subject of immigration. Now, take your own county,
and, if I understand you. there are objections to these people com-
ing; but it is on acconnt of their being paupers coming there without a
demand for their labor, and consequently becoming objects of charity ;
but there is no objection to imwmigration into the State of self-support-
ing laborers—A. I never heard of any.

Q. But there are objections to paupers coming there in large numbers?
—A. Yes, sir. Will you allow me to state right here that the greatest
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amount of dissatisfaction seems to be with the laboring classes of peo-
ple. They seem to be more dissatisfied with it than any others.

Q. You have heard some grumbling among them which amounted to
threats 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. There was some disturbance on account of it, was there not, over
in Hancock County?—A. I heard of it, but I do not know anything
about it. .

Q. These threats, you say, came generally from the laboring classes
of people 3—A. There was some from leading Democrats ; but the largest
portion of them came from the laboring people.

Q. These irrespective of party ¥—A. Yes, sir; I think there are some
few laboring men who are Republicans who are sympathizing with it.

By Senator WINDOM : -

Q. You say you rarely succeed in finding a eriminal without practicing
deception. Do you think it is criminal for a quiet citizen to come into
you county as this man Heath did *—A. Senator Voorhees asked me
about criminals.

Q. But you admit you took your criminal tactics in dealing with this
man '—A. Yes, sir; I did in this case.

Q. Why t—A. Because it was rather an unusual case.

Q. You say that house was burnt because of the man’s hiring a negro?

—A. Yes, 8ir. ,

Q. If they had let this mau hire the negro, he wonld have been self-
supporting, and found work enough to do?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now don’t yon want to correct this answer ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. I thought I would call your attention to it.

TESTIMONY OF MR. WARNOCK.

Mr. WARNOCK sworn and examined.

By SENATOR WINDOM :

Question. Did you see these circulars around the Bauner office (re-
ferring to circulars signed by Rev. J. H. Clay)?—Answer. No, sir;
as soon as they were done, they were put into packages and sent down-
stairs.

Q. Who did you first mention it to ¥—A. I said nothing abcut it at
all. I heard that Mr. Lewman had one, and there was going to be an
investigation of it.

Q. 1t is not usual, is it, for printers to tell about what is donein their
job offices 3—A. No, sir; not unless they are asked.

Q. It is not usual for them to tell all they know ¥—A. No, sir; but I
supposed the committee wanted all the facts.

Q. State whether it is considered honorable among printers to tell
things occurring in their offices, unless they are called upon regularly
to do so?—A. Well, sir, I supposed that I was.

Q. Did Mr. Lewman call upon you regularly !—A. No, sir; but Mr.
Warren asked me about it, and showed me a copy that Mr, Lewman had,
and I remembered it.

Ou motion, the committee adjourned until Monday, February 2, 1880.
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EIGHTHDAY.

W ASHINGTON, Monday, February 2, 1880.
The committee met pursnant to its order of adjournment and resnmed
the hearing of testimony. Present, the chairman, and all the members
of the committee.

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM B. TINNEY.

WiLLIAM B. TINNEY sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. Indianapolis, Ind.

Q. What is your occupation *—A. I am agent of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad, at Indianapolis.

Qf' lgow long have you been acting in that capacity '—A. At Indian-
apolis

Q. Anywhere ?—A. A little over five years I have been in the employ
of the company.

Q. How long since you have been at Indianapolis ¥—A. Ever since I
was emplyed by the company.

Q. Are you a native of Indiana?—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you from Maryland !—A. I am a Kentuckian.

OQ. Did you go from Kentacky to Indiana ¥—A. No, sir; I went from
hio.

Q. You are the agent of the Baltimore and Ohio Road, but there are
agencies for different purposes; what is yours#—A. I am passenger

_agent.
NQ. Did they ever have more than one passenger agent there 1—A.,

0, 8ir. :

Q. What porition does Louis C. Morrison hold?—A. He is general
passenger agent of the Vandalia line.

Q. Do you know him *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Tinney, tell the committee whether you know of any money
being raised in Indianapolis, as yon understand, for the purpose of car-
rying vegroes from this place to Indiana.—A. 1 don’t know.

Q. State all you know in regard to the telegram addressed to your-
self asking that money be raised to send negroes trom Washington to
Indiana.—A. Well, sir, I think some four or five weeks ago—I cannot
give you the exact date because I have not it with me—I was absent
fromn home when an open telegram was sent over the wire to me at In-
diavapolis instructing me to collect $625 to pay the transportation of
negroes from Washington to Indianapolis.

Q. What do you mean by an open message over the wire !—A. I call
it an open message hecause it came over the private wire of the rail-
roac, I presume over the I., C. and L. wire.

Q. What do you mean by an open message +—A. One not inclosed in
an envelope.

Q. Is that the babit of the company in telegraphing to its employés t
—A. Not generally so, unless, as in this case, they are not accessible to
any envelope.

Q. But it came here over the private wires and came into you oftice !
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And fell into the hands of another party 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who saw it and read it 3—A. I presume so; I did not see it for
two days after.
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Q. And that party handed it to you 3—A. When I came howme I think
I found it under the inkstaud on my desk.

Q. It had been placed there by somebody 1—A. Yes, sir; I presume
80. Mr. Morris made the remark that there was a telegram for me in
addition to my wail.

Q. What Morris was that 3—A. Levy C. Morris.

Q. Have you that telegram with you?—A. No, sir.

Q. What did you do with it¥—A. I destroyed it after atteudiug to
my business.

Q Is it in existence +—A. I presume the original could be got from
the oftice here.

Q. State the contents of it.—A. The substance of the message was
for me to go to certain parties there and collect $623, upon which being
doune, Lmnspm tation would be furnished to the negroes for the money
80 deposited with me; theu they would be given tickets.

Q. Be good enough. Mr. Tinney, to state whose name was signed to
this dispatch.—A. I think our agent here in Washington, whose last
name is Koontz. :

Q. Do you know Mr. Koontz #—A. I have met him twice since 1 have
been here. I asked him if he had the original telegram, and 1 said to
him that it might be called for. He said to me at anotber time that he
had found the original.

Q. In couversation with him did yon refresh your recollection that
the dispatch was from him 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is his position in the company #—A. He is general agent
at this place.

Q. Tell us the names of those parties he requaested you to see and
from whom to collect this money. —A. There were three colored men.

Q. Name them.—A. Message read, in substauce, collect (rom Profes-
sors Bagby, Broyles, and Elbert this mouey.

Q. Are these men of large weaus 1—A. I dov’t know, 8ir ; I never saw
but one of them.

Q. Did you collect the money from them ¥—A. I did not.

Q. Did you go to see them ?—A. I went where I expected to find
them

Q. Who did you see ¥—I saw the leaders of the negro church there.

Q. Did you see either of these three men ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Whatleaders did you see #—A. The minister’s name, I think, was
Trebine.

Q. Did you see either one of them afterwards —A. I saw Bagby.

Q. Did you get the money from him 3—A. Not a cent.

Q. What did you tell himt—A. I told bim I bad called to collect
8625, according to this telegram, and that it was two days old and [
did not know what had been done in the mean time. He remarked that
they did not have $625 there that night, and I said I do not wane
your money myself; 1 don’t propose to go about with $600 out of
that church and keep it over night at my house. I said to them that
you had better take the money to some bank and get them to telegraph
to Koontz to furnisb the tickets aud that the wovey is there subject to
a draft.

Q. Was that the course taken *—A. I don’t know, sir.

Q. That is, you went no further with it #—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know whether the money was raised ¥—A. I don’t know,
sir ; I presnme more than likely the money was sent or tickets would not
have been furnixhed.

Q. They were furnished, were they not ¥—A. I don’t know ; [ know
the negroes came to Indianapolis and we don’s haul people for nothing .
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Q. You haul some of them for half price, anyhow ¥—A. Yes, sir; and
white people too.

Q. Do you charge these people full price 7—A. You are right, we do.

Q. You saw Bagby when ¥—A.. It was between 9 and 10 o’clock.

Q. Aund he said the money was not raised I—A. I won’t be positive
he said that when I went into the church ; I asked him where I would
find these parties and they poiuted me to the executive committes
room, as they c«lled it, and I went in and found some 20 or 25 there. [
never bhad seen Mr. Bagby before that time, and I showed the message
and he read it the second time ; they took counsel about it; they came
to me, somebody did, and said they had not that amount to-night but
they would raise that amount to-morrow so0 as to let the negroes
come.

Q. You naturally supposed that they had raised it 1—A Yes, sir.

Q. And the negroes came over the road ¥—A. I met Mr. Bagby several
times atterwards, but I did not ask him about it., I told them who were
at the church that I did not want the money myself; their best course
was to deposit it in a bank.

Q. Did any one want you to wait until they raised the money ?—A.
Yes, sir; and I know I was positive about not taking it.

Q. You thought that some of them might be moved by pious zeal to
interview yon I—A. I don’t know, but I thought there might be some-

- body to do that.

hQ. This you say was five or six weeks ago?—A. Yes, sir; as long as

that.

Q. How soon after that was there heard the arrival of these people ?
—A. Two or three days.

Q. Do you remember how many came 3—A.. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Do you keep account of them at that end of the line f—A. No,
sir; nobody would know that fact probably, except the officers of the
Indianapolis, Cincinunati and Lafayette Road ; the general ticket agent
if be knows his business, ought-to know how many people go over his
road, for he gets one coupon for each fare.

Q. Do you remember how many car-loads came ¥—A. No, sir; I do
not.

Q. Did you see some of them when they eame there I—A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have not taken a very lively interest in it yourself I—A. No,
8ir.

Q. Did not carry anything into your pocket *—A. It does not add
anything to my salary at all.

Q. You have no politics to interest you in the matter —A.. No, sir;
we will carry them dead or alive either way.

Q. Do you know the political proninence of Mr. Bagby 1—A. I am
rather inclined to think that this genilemen spoken of in the dispatch
wust have been rather influential. I think Mr. Bagby is at the head
of one or two colored institutions there.

Q. Is he a prominent Republican ¥—A. I don’t know his politics, but
he is quite inguential among his people.

Q. Do you know Broyle’s politics #—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know Elbert’s 1—A. No, sir.

Q. You have not mixed in politics out there much ¥—A. I vote very
seldom.

Q. Do you know where thie money was deposited, what bankj!—A.
No, sir; I don’t know that it was raised.

Q. You told them the best way was to put it in a bank and telegraph

13 EX
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to Koontz to furnish tickets ¥—A. Yes, sir; to let tickets issue and then
the money could be drawn from the bank ; they did not know me and I
would have had to receipt to them, and probably had to go around and
get somebody to identify myself, which I did not propose to do that
night.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. You do not know whether it was raised or not 1—A. I do not.

Q. You donot know whether it was raised here or there —A. No, sir.

Q. The only reason you suppose it was raised was that the negroes
came there !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It might have been raised heret—A. No, sir; I don’t say that; nat-
urally on that telegram I thought it was to be raised there, or he would
not have telegraphed as he did. I take it that way as it was usual in
some cases to get us folks, and telegraph, as in that way we would save
the money, and we had the privilege of the wires.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. You necessarily would notice the arrival of colored people there 1
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you have seen a good many of these people arrive 1—A. Yes,
sir. . )
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Reynclds that is the mail
agent at the Indiana depot1—A. I bave seen him, but I am not ac-
quainted with bim,

Q. You would not be likely to know of his selling tickets in this busi-
ness I—A. I don’t think he was ever in the list to sell tickets from our
road ; we don’t recognize anybody whose name is not on our pay-roil.

TESTIMONY OF VIRLING K. MORRIS.

ViIRLING K. MORRIS sworn and examined,

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. You say you reside at Indianapolis ¥—Answer. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Williaws, a colored man, who
has been connected with this emigration movement1—A. Yes, sir; I
have met him a time or two.

Q. Where did you meet him *—A. I believe the first time was in my
office.

Q. Where is your office ?—A. Number 58 East Market street.

Q. What business are you engaged in —A. The real estate business;
and then we have been acting as agents for Western railroads bhaving
a land agency. I think there was the first place I saw him.

Q. Why did he call on you —A. .I think he called to see if he could
get transportation to Topeka, Kans.

Q. Are you agent of roads leading into that State ¥—A. I have been
of the Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fé Railroad, but not for several
years past. .

Q. Are you related to Levy C. Morris t—A. Yes, sir; he is a brother
of mine.

Q. Heis an agent of the Vandalia line, is he not ?—A. I will explain
that to you. We have an oftice up on Magket street, and one at 164
South Illinois street. He has charge of that while I am up at the
Market street office. That down there is our Western business; while
Mr. Mills is associated with me at iny office, which is up town.
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Q. Do you have the privileges of his office down town '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. At which one of your offices did Williams call on you ¥—A. The
uptown office.

I dQ. ’Do you know whether before that he had seen your brother 1—A.
on’t.

Q. You say he wanted transportation to Topeka, Kans.1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know how long he had been in the State when he called
on you I—A. No, sir; I did not know he was there until he cawme into
the office,

Q. At what time was that ¥—A. In the fore part of October.

Q. Did he get transportation to Kansas¥—A. I don’t know, sir.

Q. Did he get it trom you ¥—A.. No, sir.

Q. Do you know whether he went to Kansas #—A.. No, sir; not to my
koowledge.

Q. What did he say about remaining in Indiana ¥—A. I don’t remnem-
ber his saying anything particualar. He wanted to know what the fare
. would be to Kansas. He was in there but a little while.

Q. Could he not have found that easier down town than up at your
office 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How came he to come to you 3—A. I don’t know, sir. I think one
of these colored men came with him. You see we have been advertising
considerably over that country as land agents, particularly of the Iron
Moantain road; and persons visit our office in town to see what rates
they can get to various points.

Q. You don’t remember the man who came with him ?*—A. No, sir.

Q. Was it Perry ¥—A. I think Perry came to the office tirst, and in
a few minutes Williams came. 1 believe it was Perry that the other
gentleman was with. :

Q. Had Perry been to your oftice frequently 1—A. Several times.

Q. Is that him [pointing Perry out in the comuittee room]1—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. You say he came first with another gentleman, and then Williams
came in !—A. Yes, sir; in five or ten minutes.

Q. Did they state anything about settling in Indiana 3—A. No, sir.

Q. They said nothing to you about settling in Indiana?—A. 1 think
we had some little talk about it, but I don’t know whether it was at
that time or afterwards.

Q. Was he there afterwards }—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have any talk with him ?—A. Yes, sir.

q Q. Did he finally conclude to stay there!—A. Yes, sir; I think he
id.

Q. What did he say as to the others?—A. He said that others were
coming, :

Q. Did he give you an idea of how many ¥—A. No, sir; he didn’t
meution the numbers ; no, sir,

Q. Did he say about what tine they would come!—A. No, sir. I
think the next time there were some of them there at the Union depot,
and I went down to see them. The first time I don’t recollect. I don’t
remember how soon he told me any of themn were coming.

Q. I mean, did he say they were coming this winter, or next summer,
or when?! Did he indicate when they would come!—A. No, sir; he
didn’t indicate any particular timne.

Q. What reason did be give for their coming ¥—A. Well, he thonght
they didu’t have the privileges in North Carolina that they would have
in [ndiana and in Kansas.
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Q. How long had he been in Indiana at that time ¥—A. I cannot say.

Q. Do you know where he is now *—A. I don’t. .

Q. What do you know of his making a trip to Washington after-
wards !—A. I don’t know anything about it, except that he came, and
“there were some colored people with him at the Union depot. I think
there were two or three colored men with him when he came to the of-
fice. ’

Q. Do you mean when he was returning to Washington —A. No,
sir. He came here and then came back to Indianapolis.

Q. What did you do to help him purchase tickets —A. T assisted Mr.
Perry. ) '

Q. State what that assistance was?—A. He came in and wanted me
to assist him about getting tickets, and he gave me the money, and I
went down and gave it to my brother. I suppose he ticketed them
through. I returned to the office, as I was busy that day.

Q. You say Perry gave you the money !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could he not have gone and bought them himself*—A. Yes, sir;
I suppose so.

Q. Then why did you do it t—A. Because he asked. People very fre-
quently do it who are going west.

Q. Was he going west 3—A. He was going east.

Q. Why didn’t you tell him to go and buy the tickets for himself?
—A. Because we get a commission out of tickets we sell over some of
the roads, and that was the case in this instance. .

Q. How much commission did you get on these tickets ?—A. I think
two dollars in each case.

Q. Did you divide that with Perry —A. No, sir.

Q. You took two dollars commission on each ticket 3—A. Yes, sir;
but we don’t get it all; we report the tickets and the report is sent back
by the officers of the road.

Q. Am I to understand that if 1 were in Indianapolis to-day I could
give you the money to buy my ticket and you could buy and keep two
dollars of that money ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, I think I will help some of my friends out there the next
time I travel. But, Mr. Morris, do I pay no more than the regular rate
in such case 3—A. No, sir; and I wish, Senator, you would help us out.

Q. Suppose that I am a traveler and I met you atthe depot in Indianap-
olis and gave you the money for two tickets, you would buy the tickets
for me at the same price that I could buy them, but you would get two
dollars by that transactjon, and I would pay nothing more?—A. Yes,
sir; I will have to explain that to you. The laws of the city there are
very stringent, and have driven all the scalpers out, and we have to be
-very particular. When parties want. tickets we generally take them to
the Union depot ticket office and we help them in purchasing their tickets
as much as we can, and in that we manage to sell tickets east and
west.

Q. Did Perry have any beuevolent desire to help you by applying to
you to purchase his tickets I—A. No, sir.

Q. Could not he have gone and bought his tickets for himself quite
as well 2— A, Yes, sir.

Q. He is not an idiot, Mr. Morris ¥—A. No, sir; I should not take
him to be one.

Q. Is that the only ticket operation you had with these people 1—A.
Yes, sir; 1 bought two tickets only for him and Williams.

Q. How much money did be give you?—A. Twenty-five dollars, I
think. )
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Q. Was that to pay their fare from Indianapolis here I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did they get tickets for twelve dollars and a halft—A. It
was not first class fare, it was emigrant rates.

b Q. Do they have an emigrant rate coming east1—A. I believe they
ave.

Q. Who bought those tickets ¥—A. My brother took the money and
he went and bought them.

Q. Then you got four dollars out of them $—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Aud the road got twenty-one dollars actually I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was a pretty good commission, wasu't it, for waiting on a
couple of North Carolina emigrants ¥—A. Yes, sir; but it was the pay
that we were after.

Q. You had no other feeling in this matter except to make the money ?
You have no particular sympathy or charity for these folks —A. Yes,
sir; 1 had charity for them just as I have for other people who are in a
suffering condition.

Q. I dov’t waut to ask you an unpleasant question, Mr. Morris, but
isu’t it rather queer that you took four dollars from these people out ot
twenty-five when they were in a suffering condition ¥—A. I don’t con-
sider these two people in a suffering condition ; 1 don’t wish to be un-
derstoond as saying that these two people were suffering.

Q. Do you know Mr. Jorden, the register in bankruptcy !—A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. He is quite a leading Republican politician there 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was hein the office when this transaction took place I—A. I don’t
kpow that he was,

Q. What do you know about his giving this money to Perry and
Williams !—A. I don’t know anything, sir.

Q. Didv’t he say in your presence that he would guarantee more
money at the same rates ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Who was present when Perry came and gave you that twenty five
dollars to buy the two tickets for himselt and Williams back to Wash-
ington ?—A. Perry and myself, and I remewmber there was some two or
three other customers in the office, but I don’t recollect their names.

Q. Try and recollect; haven’t you told your brother, Levy Morris,
that Jorden gave this money to Perry and Williams and said he would
guarantee more in the same way ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Was Mr. Mills present at this transaction between you and Will-
iams and Perry?—A. 1 am not sure; he might have been.

Q. Did you ever have any conversation with Colonel Jorden on this
subject ¥—A. I think I did some days after.

Q. What was that 1— A. 1 was asking just as a matter of conversation
about this exodus business. I casually made the remark myself.

Q. What was the remark about it ¥—A. This exodus business, and
the people coming in there.

Q. What remark did you make to him? Did you tell him that you
were making a little out of it yourselves 1—A. We were reading some-
thing in the paper about it, and it bad then been a couple of weeks after
the first lot came in there.

Q. What did Jorden say —A. Well, sir, we were talking about what
Indiana could do for them in the way of lands, and 1 said there was
lands enough for them dowun among the hills in the southwest of Indian-
apolis.

Q. Where are there any lands that are available to these people in
Indiana?—A. In Morgan County, in the southwest part of the State;
there are sowe hilly lands down there.
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Q. Was that all that you talked about?—A. That was the principal
matter of talk. That, and our buriness transaction.

Q. Did you have some knobs down there to sell them$—A. Yes,sir, I
had some that I wanted to trade them so as to make a commission
thereto.

Q. What do you tbink you could sell them for per acre!—A. I thought
5 or 6 or 8 dollars,

Q. Did these immigrants seem to be in a condition to purchase those
lands when they arrived there'—A. I had some information—I don’t
know whether I got it from the newspapers or otherwise—that some of
them had some means laid up.

Q. Where have you got lands at 5 to 8 dollars per acre I—A. I have
several thousand acres in Mounroe County.

Q. You have none of those knobs and hills and ridges where anybody
cgn live?—A. Yes, sir; I think there is some pretty good lands down
there.

Ql. Monroe is an old county, is it not ¥—A. Yes, sir; and pretty well
settled. *

Q. And they have cut off most of the timber, have they not!—A. A
good deal of it, sir.

Q. And you thought if you could get some of those knobs off on these
North Carolina emigrants, it would be a good thing ¥—A. Yes, sir; but
I don’t kunow that I took any particular pains to do it. It was a busi-
ness matter as we talked of it.

Q. You thought it would relieve their condition and better them, as
they term it, to put them down there on those limestoue ridges, where
nobody else will venture to live 3—A. 1 dou’t know, sir, that there is
much limestone down there,

Q. Does not that county lie on a limestone bed alinost —A. I don't
know, sir. I think I have the advautage of you in a knowledge of In-
diana, although you are a real-estate agent.

Q. Yes, sir, yon may have. Do you now remember whether Mills
was present at the time of this conversation, or not ¥—A. I don’t know.

Q. You don’t know of Jorden raising any money other than this ?—
A. No, 8ir.

Q. You never raised any yourself I—A. No, sir.

Q. Nor contributed any ¥—A. No, sir.

By Senator WINDOM :

Q. Do you know whether many of those people have found employ-
ment whio stop at Indianapolis —A. I think some of them have.

Q. Do you know many who have found employment?!—A. T think
most of those who came in first have.

Q. Where ?—A. They are scattered about over different parts of the
State, I think some of them went over to Terre Haute or north of that,
to the county north of Vigo County.

Q. Did you hear much complaint of their not getting employment —
A. Ihha\e not heard a great deal, for I have not been among thew
much.

By Senator BLAIR :

Q. You are pretty well acquainted about Indiana, as to its soil and
all that ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have been in the real-estate business how fong ?—A. Since
1872,

Q. What proportion of the State are you pretty well acquainted
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with 7—A. Take it from the vicinity of Terre Haute, through Richmound,
and all of the north. ,

Q. Is it one-third or one-half of the State !—A. Yes, sir; from one-
third to one-balf.

Q. Do you consider Indiana full to the extent of her capacity to sup-
port people #—A. O, no, sir.

Q. It has about two million of population now ¥—A. Yes, sir; I think
in that vicinity.

Q. You think she has capacity to support five million, do you not 1—
A. I think the population could be easily double what iv is now.

Q. From your observations and knowledge of the resources and char-
acter of the State, and the employment for labor, present and prospect-
ive, what do you say would be the effect of an emigration to that State
of ten to twenty thousand colored people with their families, say five or
six thousand laborers—would it be a disadvantage to a State, or would
they just drift and be absorbed in the population 1—A. I think they
would find gmployment. I used to bea farmer wyself, and found it diffi-
cult sometimes to get good farm laborers.

Q. When were you a farmer ; just before going into this business —
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether the demand for farm laborers is as great
now as it was then ¥—A. I don’t know, sir.

Q. Do you think Indiana is as good a State to go to as any other
State where you have got no government land and a laborer has to de-
pend upon his muscle for his living3—A. Yes, sir; Ido.

Q. Is it vot a fact that such men do better in a State which has been
settled some time and where employers are to be found among men with
capital who want labor performed than a new State under the process
of settlement—is it not a fact that such a State is betterin a way to give
labor to the penniless poor man ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know anything, Mr. Moms, of this being in any sense
whatever a political inovement I—A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Do you know of any Republican or Democrat who bhas political
ends in engaging in $ld promoting this exodus 1—A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. You have hear®some expressions of that sort 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do the Republicans admit or disclaim that charge1—A. It is
pretty well disclaimed by Republicaus.

Q. Do you think that any Democrat is really afraid that the Republi-
caus are trying to colonize the States in order to carry the election t—
A. It would seem that there are some who do.

Q. Do you know of any yourself t—A, No, sir. I bave heard rnmors
to that effect and seen such statements in the newspapers.

Q. Do you belieye that is mere political twaddle, or do you think
these people really believe it —A. That is my impression.

Q. What is 7—A. That it is mere talk for the sake of political capital ;
that is what I think.

Q. Do you know of any fact going to show that Republicans are en-
gaging in this emigration in order to strengthen themselves politically ¥
—A. I don’t know of a single fact.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. You stated to Senator Blair that you thought ten to twenty thou-
sand people, with five to six thousand voters among them, emigrating
into Indiana would not incommode the people of that State.—A. No,
8ir ; not if they were scattered abont much.

d. You are a Republican?—A. Yes, sir
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Q. A square one ¥—A. 1 try to be a square one.

Q. Well, Mr. Morris, the Republicaus geuerally in Indiana are of the
opinion, are they not, that-fifteen or twenty thousand negroes brought
in the State would not hurt us{—A. I don’t know, sir; 1 am not a
politician, and I atteid to my own business.

Q. You are expressing your views here,and you have not heard any
people belonging to that party express themselves differently from that,
have you!—A. No, sir; I have not heard any different expressions.

Q. You have not seeu any statements in the Republican newspapers
condemning it ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Some of them rather encourage it 7—A. Yes, sir; I think so.

Q. They rather encourage the negroes to come than condemn their
coming *—A. I believe 8o, sir.

By Senator BLAIR:

Q. You don’t find the Republican party condemning the emigration
of the Irish there —A. No, sir.

Q. They rather encourage it?—A. Yes, sir; good Irish éarm labor is
desired. I have employed them myself.

Q. Did you do that for political purposes ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. But the Irish are pretty nearly all Democrats ¥—A. Yes, sir; I
think so.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Will yon say now, Mr. Morris, that yon know of no Republican
newspaper or speaker you have heard encouraging the Irish to come *
to Indiana 1—A. I am not speaking, Senator, of the politicians ; I am
speaking of farmers and what my experience was at the time I was a
farmer.

Q. Is there any expressions, or was there, among the farmers in favor
of it I—A. I was speaking, Senator, in reference to the character of the
labor; as far as my observation was before I left the farming, it was that
the farmers wanted good Irish laborers, as they were good hands; they
would employ good colored men, but it was ditticult to get them; but if
they could get Irishmen they always liked it.

Q. Where were you farming at?—A. At Six Points, twelve miles
west of this place.

Q. When was that ¥—A. Up to 1872,

Q. You cannot remember any newspaper, you say, that rather encour-
aged Irishmen to come to Indiana¥—A. No, sir; .1 cannot.

Q. Is it not true that your party is always condemmng the Democrats
for taking up the Irish and for adopting the present coustitution that
allowed a foreigner to vote after a residence of six months in the State ?
—A. Yes, gir; I believe they have.

By Senator BLAIR :

Q. Was that because he was a foreigner, or because they did not be-
lieve that was long enough residence ¥—A. I have heard objections on
all those accounts, some oun one account and some on another.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. What is your age?—A. I am forty-one; will be forty-two this
summer.
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TESTIMONY OF THOMAS P. MILLS.

TEOMAS P. MILLS sworn and examined. , S

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. Where do you reside I—Answer. Indianapolis.