Convicted Gun Salesman Cleared to Testify
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U.S. District Judge Barrington D.
Parker said yesterday that he would
allow a convicted submachine gun
salesman to testity about part of his
jailhouse conversations with omne ot
the Cubans charged with the 1976
bombing assissination of former Chi-
lean ambassador Orlando Letelier.
Parker ruled tbat Antonio Polytar-
ides can tell the seven-women. five-
man jury today about a late 1978 con-
versation he had with Guillermo Novo
Sampol in which Polytarides said that
Novo said he “was very angry.”
Novo, a leader of ine staunchly anti-
Castro Cuban Nationalist movement.

claimed in the conversation that mem-
bers of the Cuban exile group had
“been betrayed by certain people in
the (Letelier) case, but they will pay
them back.” Polylarides has testified
with the jury sequestered outside the
courtroom.

However. the judge ruled that Poly-
tarides cannot tell the jury about an
carlier conversation in which Novo al-

. legedly admitted that *“our group.”

meaning the Cuban Nationalists, “was
responsibie”™ for the Letelier assassi-
nation. Parker said that particular
conversation was initiated by Polytar-
ides, which was not the case with the
late 1978 dialogue.

Parker put off until today a ruling

on  whether convicted extortionist
Sherman Kaminsky could testify
about conversations he had with Alvin
Ross Diaz, another Cuban exile
charged with the Sept. 21, 1976. slay-
ing of Letelier.

Polytarides and possibly Kaminsky
are the last government wilhesses
against Novo. Ross and the third de-
fendant in the case, Novo’s brother ig-
nacio. The defense told Parker yester-
day that it would call Letelier's widow
Isabel as its first witness. She previ-
ously testified for the prosecution. but
the defense wanis to question her
about the contents of Letelier’s briet-
case found in the wreckage of his car
after it was bombed along \Vashing-
ton’s embassy row.



