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He is the confessed hit man in the violent' b~m. 
bine; assa~sil1ation of former Chilean Ambassador 
Orlando Letelier, a man described by a f"~el1d a~ a 
'Tomantic counter·revolutionary," .\n Americcll1 

youth, born in ,i\"aterloo. Iowa, he joined the dan
destine world of a foreign country's secret police 
giving it all' almost , ana tical commitment. ' 

He now has been linked, through his own court 
testimony or the statements 01 illvestigat(.'rs, to as
sas~tnation plots in four countries. to "eliminate" 
the'lD).ost prominent of exile leaders opp,)sing the 
eur?nt Chilean military, dictator, Augusto Pillochet. 

!iJ the same time, people who have known him for 
YCf' s recall his days as a youthful cilurch leader iil 
ell e, a talented 'boy who seemed destined, jJ' no t. 
for ."rE.:atucss, at le:lst fOl' a succescful uvpcr middle· 
cla:.s life. 

::;till, as the tangkd liie of Miwlad Vernon Town· 
ley :,l!ifolds in a U.S. court here, he seems like" 
hat·fillished painting: 'J.'he broad (\utlines (If his lii'e 

, are clear, but the finished portl'att is still a !f\ystery. 
Part sohlier of fOl't<lue for the ChilecH1 secret Po, 

lice, part anti-Communist fanatic Whose Nktzschcal.l 
etJ;.ics condone mUl'ct.:lr, part duty-bound fl)Jlower of 
ot'pers who ;ltill refers to the Chilean secret police 

".,..; "my service:t part concerned family man-all 
pllrases de-sc:dbp.'jfwnley. 

~rown1ey's appearance last week as the chief U.S. 
witness in the trial of three anti-Castro Cuban e~.· 
Hes charged in CODllt:ction with the L~telier murdel' 
has raised many quetioll'3: 

Is he or vias he tlver an agent for the CIA!' Wa.c; 
he a duuble agent, a "mole" planted by th~ CIA ill 
the Chilean secret police, once known as DIN,'\? I;~ 
J~C a pawn in a scheme to extricate Pinochct from .1 
crisis that has threatened to topple his regi1l1""~ .\m\ 
what. of the larger J..'~Jitical implications of the a~- ' 
83ssination along Washington's Embassy Row in 
September, 1976-the mostbraZCll act of interna· 
tional terrorism ever carried out here . 

.\. dozen year~ ago, onu might have felt comforta· 
'tIe ilitting nel:.t to Townley at a church service. U.S, 
District C'IUl1. Judge Barrington D. Parker poin>:
eLUy said last week th!)t someone would not ie~l at 
ea!'c in church with Townll"Y. 

Parkc~', a jury of I e\'en \'/Omen and fiv(! men and 
a transfixed, packed ccmtl'oom audiellce I'ad heard 
the 36·year·old DIN \ n.E,.cnt describe in e:·:cruciating 
detail how he had' Clll'1'ied out the assassination on 
the ordf·rs of DINA .. 

jt'rom Townley'!" Li;sUmony emel''5~!1 tlle lfgure of 
a mild-mannert.d, well-spoken electronics tech~lici'.ln 

Sp.e TOWNLEY, A7, C()I. 1 
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Key Lelelier Murder Trial Witness Remains'Mall oí ])Iystery 
'lOWNLEY, Fro~ Al Jleg .. il~ .. lo s~' ailout Ute \JÍIID, "Likea· lila modu. o¡¡erandl w<UÍ· simple: 

. hle," "genJUI," ffsincere," ... ·gave !he Use" cal' bomm, sa off b;> remoiA: con· 
-rt'll}."" spedalty happ~. to be remote ~mpr;e.s1on of a Mormon mls8lolllll'Y." troJ equlpment that he bulJt and modi, 
co,tr.!oJ bomb~ lo I11III. ,.,lnate ·l'iJ:¡och. "lia:rsli and eold" were some of the d ... · fled him~ TIle ·tol1: l"our de.m in 
~t S exU~d 1'0litlcaJ Qpponents. a m8IJ ilcri tiOllll heard. . . . . . 
who tr~~e)s wlUl .h1s .. ~'ife· (also a p . . ;. ear bombings. two . serlousIy wounded 
DIN.'\. agent¡ on his· lD~ons of deatb .Tcrwnley'p )'Outh was .. CO~lJOnaJbl" gWi . shots. Twd é:dle . kadt". GS·' 
and ~.ñd. 8Otn-entOM lo'hls ehiJdren. ~OQgh l1oubloo:!, H" was 14. When hI. ca edÚlihúr. 

, . ' . '.' .ather. Vemon T., .... nley. became head p . . -
", vm;lety. of persono "ha have 'spo- of Fóro Motor' ·Co. 'o¡ieratiolÍa in CJúie ' Investlga;.ors hlfVe Unke!i To9;de~ 

Len wLb h.m sll1ce lJs . !Test."! t!'e inlll5''¡ndmevedhiBfaml]yloSant!. lotheI974ca:tllombln¡;.tbatkilld'''' 
Letelier ~&.Se;· .aY tbathealso .. ccntlD· allo. . i1ed Gen. Cnl", Putr. and hI. W1f" i~ 

· ueo: 10 consiGer b1mioil1 a loyal DINA . Acti\.~ In tl¡e ' ~erí<Jll!l etJ!II!I\11IÚ- BuenO/! Alrt'lI and lo tbe pi .t~~ 'l.Uac~ 
offlcer and followel of Plnochet. . ty'i; ' Method.8t: Churcb louthgroup. ún C1in.l.l~n úemocratic. le~ .. p.r Bcr· 
, . A ,frlend who 1m;"" ToWlÜe)' abil hl&. but notpár1icvJ8r!.~ te4flous •. MichaeI nardo Lei!lhlon and his. wrle: m Romo 
filmÜl In the earl! l000s sa\~ he hn .•• . a teeu ... ger "'<lB c'oruiidered to i!e so- ln ll'1lll'. Leighton. an exile.eI t>roponenl 
~le conceivlng tbat toda: s Tow~ .C\¡;ble I\Dd 8 'nat1i~alleader, . of 11 unlied l"ttlst Cbr ... -tJaIi Dema-
!epstbe .ameperaon :hef!rst . met~n TheTuwnl ' 1lf.ty¡ ln6.fi u"atic íront ~galnllt PinOl!h~~. re 
~h~:Ulodla~ cburcb , youth group m' flected ' tlÍe.r e1'mu!11f,/' ... fllI 11/"':; " cóvered, fr'om "'ounda but bis wIfe lo 

, • . . sent 10 ·th.. rxcIUllive . st. George'a partJ~ .paraJ.yzed. 
, He demonstrated lo m~ tbe type oí ' . lUgh SchoóI, rim ·by . :tite' Americau "To,..,ley 1estlflef! I~st weell: t1t.rt l?-~ 

dI ...... ej.erl:,1Ics you >: .. oelate ",tb a . . Holy ero.. Ol'der '1'hougll ob>iously aIso undertook a mlB"on to ,MeYjf~ ID 
rugo.-acbievr'l'. .• very· peraonable .. lntelllll':n.t ,:be b.d fToul)le Witb &JNU!' 19'15 with bomb eql!¡~ .. ueu~ iatend ... ' 
yoUllf man. 1 ","ould have expected lsh at flr~t alld dropped out witbou< ,a lo kIll .Soclallst leader CarlOll 'Altaml-
hlm ',0 have become a la~er. perhaps hlglr "ch<io1 dlplOOtIL" . . raDO aud' Communll.t !¡l\Ider ,V.olodia 
' ,n 'l~ctroDic. i'uglneer •. the fr!end . A eóunseJor desCrlbel! Town1ey's Trttelhelm.·But he saicl 'be . ..",ved too 
aaid¡. . . .. home Ufe AS .teDSe aildimha¡iv.: undF late. 

Totwnle.\ lB tbe . bJl';gest emllJDl! 1Ii .the dollll/latJon of bis fatber. Before Accordlng to terms of. a 'ple,,·bar. 
the pllzzllng framework of intrigue . he ·..vas 20 In defian<:e oí hls parenta, gaining' agreemeot . betweeu . TownIe:> 
<\ll1lOuudlng the sept. 21, 1978 ..... assi· Townley ;"ari'led MÁnana . Callejas, a 'and tbe Justle< Departmeut, he l. not 
n~~n 01 Leteller a",'1 Ronnl K .. Mol: lwlce-dh"O.·ced~· "ilpubli,shedwriter 10 required lo testlfy ~bout crime~ Oti1.1 
fttt.,a eoij.eaguc o~ bis ·at .tbe Institute vears hit ' •• "iDr. Sh& .had two small than tbose r.ommltted ... I<hir, tl.e 
fo! J'ollcy StudieB .. JIis wiUi~es. \.o ' Cbndren. Town~ • . w!iobecame " ynlted 5tates Or a['~t Am"';can c' !' · describe \he "lil!le he comnutted a"ld ' .:ock • .ilesrd.n. began lo .~0Dsid(, hIm- lO, J .... _r~ .. , .... 'I'IIe w • ..",ot<" Po" lZel1S. He .. ,·entually "m be .ent<:1tcd 
im.,,~cate the tbi"l'eCut.~ilI .. w1ti1e re,!' ' ielf lis m"chCh.l1ei\n a. American. ~ Panl GohUoer .daes·lIIie.h.el T. ... Jé7¡ lÚlIp-BaniDgtoJl Partu ll.te..... t" a, t\í-t~I().:,.ea~ spnttllr~ for hit 
UB''' ... 10 auner a questio" about bi, For .. Zlumber of yeara in Chne he ey . PI' IJ.. role m the Leleller klllIng. 
aeUvlt!es ' ... ttb lbe Chile~ seeret po. :eamed a eomfol table liVing as ' a BUe- . ' . One Investigator la,;t year ;;;uve tÍlI ~ 
Ike }l"" become the princiPal; contra- céssfUl, " al~DUIl1 01 ,",utuaf ' 'fund Allende patrad'.o i tatiOI1S under state 'J.'OWnléY bragged lo frIends at tbe head of DlNA, tboo CoL Jual1 Manuel . er.planaf'.on lor Townle·¡'iJ . unwllli.,¡;· 
ver.;. y In the LefeUer trlál. as it. hea~ , stoe. ". from tIle .1~ter conU'Overaial control, .Townleya "Radio Llberatlon" time t1iat he. had CIA contacta. Contreras SepulVed. a, . provided the no" lo go be:/ond lile bBre ha .. nes 01 
Into ita. tblrd week. Jndge Parker 18 .' 1Jermt: CoI"IIfIo!C1 ttrm, In..-,~ Ove%' broadcast . vlrulent ant!government He f1ed ChUe Ir> crosslng tbe And~ ToWllle."" witb a SPr&,;oling. rundown hiJI . DlN:\ role' Towpll'!' jntc"d~ t<~ 
e,q..,cted lo rule tod.Jy wliether Town· .eao Se",,¡cea. To""DÜ!Y h~d a numo messages and 8ong;&-tlOIDe written by Mountalns oa foot. WIU1in a few manslon In the Locurro dIItrict of rd urn lo hls adopte:! COUUU7 aft3 
1<;Y' tU !"voke tbe .5th Ati1~dinent .. bered S .. Jas 'oank acéi< .. ini. Mariana TownIey. He evaded tbe ef· months tbe Ch1Ieau mIlltary answered Santit.go. The sourees aaid TownIey serving h1s sentence. 
rlght a~~~t self·!nCl.mln .. \.lunfOr ae: . Thfl: 'Prot siga al :ToWDIe,'s later farta by mIlltary Intelligence asaigned tbe pIeas ol the rI,itt·wlng groups and inBtalled a hl¡;h,pbwere~ VHF ~adio "To\<'nle)' wants to ~et til. painl 
tlOOL 1n,C:;bilp. ' . '. doubl~ lite .ppeal'fl,¡ afler he ,",oved 11) 'ADende lo locate tbe 'lIlegaJ,trans- overthrow the Allende gOvernm8nt In tran.~tter In the houe. usiDg It to> aero'l tbat he /llId hle ,.·.fe arm't talk' 
. Del~nse .ttorneys for tite three Cu· Ins,ism\l.v tcJ· MiaID'lD.IY67. 'there th" m!tt~. a bJood~ coup .011 Sept. 11. 1973. keep In CO.lltaet WlUl !!!, DIVA subor- ing about other .. case:.. and' ,tb. ,t hE 

ban. contend Townl .. ,. la not a 10y&1 st~ck • .Je.man'B ~un.eNoltive suits To .. ley wrs ri!Crulted by 'tbe mo.' TownIey opent several móntba baCk diniltes >N(,rk!n¡ aroun;} tb~· clly JD ¡'¡n'.i taJ.km.g .. bout IlJP.tteril of ' (Chi, 
rnr.:A·a'leDI at.n, but ~ ClA "mole" werertnlaced,by·'eanlt·ltDdboots ...... violenc ... prone of . the .0pp081t1on In tbe U.S. and then . was recruited cus. leo.n)natlonalspcurity.Hewas turnec 
who lnúltuted DINA aud carried out he begaD ti> wQrk ." an auto mechanÍP gl'Oups •. Fatherland and Liberty, for Into DmA '~ LIs ~~tum lo ChIle by· FrOra bis recrultment in 1974c to hb over 'by tbe ChJl~ah ¡;ovP~ .. ment and 
too LE",ller •• •• ssi'lation "s a ClA 011- In Mlaml·. Llttle Havaua.· . other ·operatloDS. lncluding one that Lt. Col. Pedro EsplnOta, tbe same mUo I,,,"pulslonlrom CltIle la.,( ~-e.I:. Town· lord te eo~perate aad he 1. coc.¡,,·,;t 
eration and th"" tramad Ule Cub~ Hls triends were' i1DU-CastI-o' ex.les resulted I!r a ",au'. death. Townle.' itary Intelligence officer who UIlSUe- . ley has llnli:ell hlJilself or hu been . ing \i1tb'lnformatión, btlt :~nJ;c (or th. 
The attorneys have n';'l= supplled llltY .. nd bell~ath· the bl.ue-collln eXter,or. ~a~ IdentifJed •• having particlpa~ "''>IIfulls Md 'oearched for TownJey's l~ by VIll"iOUI. in\' ... ti~ . ..tOr. 10 a matler he. was tlll'lled ovjlt· . f(1r (1h;e 
evidence lo support thi8 allegatlon. Ins ' l.nowledRe of. electronles grew . m lltat . operatlon and for tbe fir"t clandestlne traDllmitter ln October chilJing lIst of u" .. iDat!oDS as .. e11 Le".eller kWlnr.l • • 0\11 bf' ""ilnts .tu uO IS 

TIle myctery about TOwnley begini iDcrelllllngly lophi&t!eiifed. , ... time. In JlIDe ~. was labeled a I;:IA 1m. a. abortlve attt;m)lts ,lo ellmlnate exile lo be ab)" '.0' rtturn lo .Chile . .ame 
Wlth tbat fact tbat be ,..a. born iD To bis neigbbors, he .... 8 apolitlcaL ageat by a lef~ newspaper. In fact, AccordIn¡ to Informed IUII1'CeE, tbe opponents 01 Plllochét'. goverwnenL 'd~, ''the Inv~Etlgatlve liQlj1"('8 satd. 
Waterl!lQ, Iowa. How dId he turn up At • time whe!' the leftiBt govemment 
SO :Jear. later. as a IrUsted se.cret po- ' of '~l!ident Salvador Allende was 
\lcp. eleetl'onJcs expert In·Chlle7 el.,j,teif In ChIle in lino and inllltY CIli· 
. XoWnl,ey was on the Wllneas SWld lNn r1l1htl~ts emigrated lo flee what 
Ia~;t week . betaaae !aat Apr~ the \ u~ 8: wU seeD 88 • ~úrnin& soelal ré,ro],,,-
govemment tdentifled him as " 8IlS-. tióll, Towuley moved bis fam11y bacio. 
pect In the murd~r and •• keci-using tO CbUe. . . 
eonslderllble diplomatie arm·twJ.stlng Before he Iet'. Townley testified 
-:the Chileau government. lo eEpel last week, h. eontActeU .tbe CIA office 
lum. . iD Mlaml and . oUered bis services in 

Inexpllcably-If '¡'ownley really WdS Chile. Tbe CIA, wqUe once seeklng lo 
a Chilean agent and actiDg .on secret use Towuley In aa "operational capac· 

. pollee ord .. s IL kUlIn~ Letelier-tbe Ity," .¡Ys It. record. do notreflect 
Chlle.an autbontie. arrested T01"'lley, whether It e' er. u •. ed TownIeY a. an 
and . turned h1m o,,~r In haadcuff. to agent. Townley ".aid he aever .. orked 
FBI agentsaboard a 'Jet i1ight to tb~ for the CrA. 
Unlted States.· Doce in CbUe, Townley won bis 
F~om ' mtervle,,~ v.ith people. in ~ó:ript!ll 81' an anti,gwo¡tist "f-eedom 

ChUe'and the tr, S, "ho l<n€W ToW!" fi~.hter." whel! . J¡e built a clandestine 
ley...."oDÍe BlI frien"", ' inine <Ji COn>· mobUe 'ra<\tu .t¡;tlbn for anUoAlJeil.u. 
radeo in militant r1gbt-f.iDg gr~Up8, pl'fopa;; .... d'l br ·IT.~unting· a powerful 

· and one who v-ru; a fello .. DlN.~ .~eut traD<m1tte" In the rearof his Austin 
~ ... compI"" aru' eóntradlctory p!etnre :\'1lnl o r. · . 
em;:rlles. Durln3 Ji IS 'i2 trockel'8' strIke 
To~nleS"$ al •• ;:\U'intances had little .J~!¡ lDst tbe [ O'"E'l'Dr"1ent, durinp: which 




