
Susped's Action� 
In. Letelier Case� 

Disputed by Diary� 
By Jere.... O'Leary 
"."",len .lar Slall Wrlter 

A child'. diary saya Jose Dionisio 5uare" a 
Cuban .xile accused in the assassination of Chi· 
lean tiiplomat Orlando Letelier, was with his 
family iD New Jersey OR Sept. 19, 1976, ftot placln. 
a bomb bere as Lb. ,overnment contends. his wife 
in.ist•. 

The wite, Marta, 37, says a diary kept by her 14· 
year-old daughter, also named Marta, indica tes 
Lbat Suarez was in Ellzabeth. N.J., on that date. 
Mrs. Suarez, now a teacher in San Jose, Calíf.• 
said in a telepbone interview that she onl)' recently 
di.covered her dau¡bter kept a careful record ol 
events In 1176. 

"Sbe dOta Rot permlt me to read her diary," 
Mrs. 5uarez said. "But sbe has a record In the 
diar)' that on Sunday. Sept. 19, 1976. she enjoyed 
telllng her father about how she played the guitar 
at Sunday mal. tbat day. 

"And later, the diary record! that my husband 
atayed home that 5unday to make sorne repairs in 
the bathroom so we could seU the house. My 
daughter a110 wrot. titat we carne home from the 
movies, a double tuture, and tbat ,he also told her 
father aboat what movíe .....aw." 

THE MAS' "Al at 8t. Catherine's Catholic 
Chureh. The movies attended by Mrs. Suarez, 
Marta and a second child, Vlctor, 9, were, accerd· 
ing to the diary, "Murder on the Orient Expreu" 
and "Bi, Bus." . 

"1 han not told tite FBI about this," Mu. 
Sanezuid. 

"It my bU'Mnd wa. working here at home 011 
dlat el.y, U.tentng lo Marta t.lk about the g\litar 
mass and the movies, he could not have been in 
Washington as the pro.ecutor .ays," ahe said. 

Accordin, to the gran" jury indictments re· 
turned here, Suarez came to Washington on Sept. 
18, three day. before tbe explosion that killed Le· 
telier and a colleague, Ronni Morfitt. 

The FB! conteRAs that Suarez and other memo 
ben 01 the anti-Castro Cuban Nationalíst 
Movement joined lorce. with Michael V. rownley, 
35, an American in the lenice 01 Chile's DINA .e­
cret police, to asseaslnate Letelier. 

!'he indictments allege that Suarez, subject of a 
nationwicie FBI manhunt, and his Cuban-born as· 
sociatea, Guillermo Novo, Alvin Ross Diez and 
Vlrgilio Paz, joined in lbe conspiracy to kili Le· 
teUer. 

IT lB ALLEGED tbat the consfiracy was set 
into motion br Army Gen. Manue Contreras Se· 
plllveda, chie ef DINA; Col. Pedro Espinoza, his 
operatlons chiel; and Capto Armando Fernalldez. 

Townley and Fernandez carne to lhe United 
5tates to execllte the plot but Townley, an Amerl· 
can cltizen with a Chilean wife, is the govern· ,
ment', prlmary witness againlt the other consplr. 
ators, the ,overnment says. 
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'. An uneasy feeling about Cuba/s new society. • ••� 

GUAMA. Cuba - You sit in write anything about Cuba U.S. citizens. Yet, even though A Cuban challenged me lo new schools. clinics. hospitals. '� 
an isolated "Indian village" after 17 years of Fidel Castro's you see sorne shacks with find a single beggar on the factories that have been built� 
vacation retreat near this litUe rule with certainty that it is scrawny chickens and poorly streets of Ravana, a single in the countryside.�
Cuban lown, lunching on pork, true. Surely not after eight dressed children in the yards. hooker in her nightclubs and You watch the Cuban offi­�
black beans and rice. You days here and perhaps not you are also aware that no­ hotels. 1saw DOne. cials carefully. wondering to� ever question the price thrywatch the Cubans and their after lMI. where do you see the wretched what extent. they are living llave paid for this advanee- .'American guests gulp down *' o;: Ji: poverty commonplace in the * * * lies, You question whéther, for rnent. . . .•.•. 
anejo non, dance the cha chao favelas of Brazil, the barrios So you sit in Guama assesll­ all their pride in what Castro 
meríngue and assorted un­ Sorne things are easy of Venezuela, the slums of ing the pride of the Cubans bas done lo "ipe out corrup­ You sense yoti may nevel':".=·. 
named gyrations lo tunes froro enough lo see. Almost nobody Jamaica. Cuba seems lo have who are accompanying you, tion. 10 dethrone the prívileged know. for Cuba is apoüce.. :.. 
a jukebox. And you admit one in Cuba enjoys the. aff1uent no people starving, or without eager to show you the apart­ classes. 10 throw out "foreign state which tolerates ro dis-."': 
thing lo yourself: standardof living that is corn­ shelter - a c1aim that not rnent buildingS that have exploiters." to batUe racism, sent, suffers nothing remotely::--, 

There is no w~y lo say or mon lo the great majority of even the U.S. can rnake. spnmg up everywhere. or the these sophisücated Cub&ns approaching a free press ami 
guarantees no "civil rights" to":~  

any individual. .. ' .. 

Castro makes no apo!ottY·.'· : 
for this. He i>Dce said: "The' .. 
revolution isthe first lo lamerit 
that individual guarantees : 
cannot be granted . . . lo con- ­
cede tbose guarántees would 
serve that powerful enemy. ':~ 

who has tried lo destroy the':'··. 
revolution and to drownit in· - , 
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On the Trail Of a Murderer 
WASHINGTON - The man behind the mur­

der of Chilean exile leader Orlando Letelier, as 
ederal investigators have pieced together the 

stery, is probably Chile's shadowy secret 
,.. ice chief, Manuel Contreras Sepulveda. 

In one o, tbe most complicated investiga­=Uons since Watergate, FBI sleuths have traced 
tbe man who orOOred the killing to 
Contreras' office in Santiago,

, Chile. ,They are not yet certain,� 
however, whether Contreras him·� 
self gave the order or whether it� 

~ 	 came 'rom a top aiOO. 
~ Most federal sources believe� 

the murder couId not bave been� 
carried out without Contreras'� 
direct aPPl'Oval. In fact, sorne� 
Justice Dept. sources specuIate� 
that Chilean PresiOOnt Augusto� 
PiDochet himself personally sug·� 
gested the assassinatioD.� 

No one working on the case will comment 
directly. But we have learned that the FBI has 
stepped up its activity among terrorists in Miami 
and bopes lo resolve (he case in (he oear future, 
complete with the names of the actual assassins. 

Letelier was killed by a bomb, which was 
attached beneatb his Chevrolet. The bomb 
exploded last Sept. 21 as he was driving down 
Washington's tranquil Embassy Row with two 
,American colleagues, Mike and Ronnie Moffitt.� 

, The blast killed Letelier and Mrs. Moffitt but� 
. miraculously spared her busband. Afterward, an� 

: angu1shed Mike Moffitt begged us te investigate� 
· the bombing. We have iept in close touch,� 

therefore, witb the federal investigatlon. 
Within a few weeks, we were able to identify 

•� Chile's QOtorious secret.' pouce". knowil by tbe 
; ~.ad  lniu.ls DINA. as (he probable culprjts. 
~ow  W!calldescribe the, murOOr pJol 

-We are told that Pmochet expressed his 
•� displeasure witb I.etelier to the DINA chief. We 

bave reason lo believe that Contreras, in 
response lo (he Chilean president's wishes, 
disp~  a DINA officer to the United States to 
m~ with two leaders of Brigade 2506, an 
organization of Bay of Pigs veterans. 

Some members of the brigade, trained in 

violence by the CIA, allegedly bave become The FBI has traced the man 
right-wing terrorists. Tbe DINA agent was put in 
touch with them, according to our sources, by a who ordered the killing of 
Chilean diplomat in the United States, who CIailean Qrlando Leteller lo 
secretly works for D1NA.� ..tbe office of the emefofChile's We reacbed the diplornat who reported1y has 
been interrogated by U.S. authorities. At flnt, he seeret pollee. "" told lIS throuch an interpreter that the 8ffair was 
bis "pr1vate problem." Then he refused lo sources say itsdutiés simply have ~ latencornment; then his aide tDId us the char¡e was over by otber organizations. 
"ridicuIous."� , 

Jnv~s!igators  teH us.>however._theJwo ..bri" 
gade leaGen contacted amon¡"ot~rs  a Cubao 
demólitíOn eXpért,. Guillermo Novo, in' New 
Jersey:7.t thallime~  be wal.on prObatj9ififter:'
eoavrettan· for1l1egalU5e -of exploaíves.JIe 
vlolated biS probatlon and is'now a fu¡itive, 

, "'1'heássassinatlon" pIot was worked out, our 
sources say, at a secret rendezvous oear 80010 
in tbe Dominican ~c.  It wu decided that a 
speciallbaped plastic charle was needed for (he 
bombing. , , 

The eX))losive was available on (he streets of 
Mlami. aod tbe bomb materials were bought and 
fashioaed in the Unlted States, most sources 
belíeve. 

However. one source lold us the bomb was 
actual1y COIIStIUCted in Chile. 

It waslaterdelivered lo (be Miami area by 1 
Cbilean military offieial carrying 1 diplomatie 
pauport and Oying in 1 mWtary airpfaoe, the 
80UfCe said. The OOvk:e WIa traDimltted to a 
member of Brigade 2506, we are toldo He then 
carried it lo New Jersey where the assassination 
team was waitina for it. They used tbe bombo 
accordinl lo our sourees, lo kíll Leteller. ' 

Tbe Justtce Dept. bad DO formal comment on 
the case. We have Jearned tbat proseculors, 
bowever, are trying lo figure haw to get 
teslimony from ChUeans with diplomatic immu­
nity and OOw to extradite poteatial defendants 
from Chile. 

Footnote: The Cbílean government has 
repeatedly denied any involvement witb (he 
assassination. Spokesmen for Brigade 2506 also 
have sworn that1heir members hao nothinj lo do 
with murdering Letelier. Incidentally,oGh4e'1t.1s 
announced tbe dissolution of D1NA. But Out 
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The·Cubans� 
Men oi Long-Held Political POI'ion, 

\ 

By Chriatoj)ber Dlckey 
WuhllllltCIII .., • ." Wrller 

They are veterana ol 1 lotrll, lollt� 
war, the flve Cubana lndl.cted yetter.� 
day In conneet1on wtth the 11••� 
01 , former ChUean amb&ll8dor.� 
Tboulh IIOme of lbem led outw8l'd1y� 
calm, mdustrioua Uve., tbey weN a1Io� 
famillar witb tbe darke&t lkIeI el lIfe� 
in tbe CubaD eommwúUea ,IÍ New� 
Jersey and Miami.� 

Among lbe mosto rldieal, ri¡ht·wln.� 
elements 01 tboee communiUet, con·� 
spiracy often blendl with lntenge pollo .� 
Ucal hatreds. the intense destre to� 
retum to a Cuba Purlecl 01 CaatroI� 
revoluUon, aud puslOllI 1MIm IIke� 
fuses.� 

It is also a world of seet't!Cy f'rom� 
whieh tbere eruptl occaslonal, iom.� 
times speetaeular, outbursta 01 vio­�
lence.� 

Some of tbe f1rtt natDea to eome to 
light in tbe invelt1l&tion 01 Orlando IGNACIO NOVQ U ..... 
Letelier'. murder were tbOle of the ••• wlllelJ·..... la -....., 
Novo.-lPlcio Novo 8&mPOl u lID' 
employed shoe and auto saleeman, 'By Aprll al laat year, dOtber mero­
and his YOUD,er brolber Guillermo ber of tU Cuban Natlonaua Mov. 
Novo Sampol. Tbey were ImpUeated metlt wa. drawn tato t1Ie InYelU¡a­
by anotber Cuban exüe leader who tioD. But, even thoqb he ....11 olferecl 
wae being held in Venezuela It tbe' immUDit)r tor bie testllllÓOy••year·
time in connection witb tlle bQmblDg old ulesman Joae DlooIaio· Silarez. ' 
of a ,Cuban eommereial elrUner in ElQwvel. of Elbabetll. N.J.~ ref1lHd 
which 73 penons died. te talt, and spent 11 mcmth8 in jaU. 

The NoVOl were , ..dere 01 lbe Both the NovOl and 8u8I'eI testl· 
militant Cuban Natlonal1st Movement fIed under oatb that they !me" noth­
baeed In Unían CUY. N.J., ud their ing of LeteHer's murder. . 
names bad long been tamUlar lo the Accordlng to yesterday's indict­
federal agents who keep In eye on ment, however, Gulllermo Novo, Sua· 
the exiies' eounter·revolutionary UD' rez, and their compatriota, Virgilio 
derwórld. Pu Romero and Alvin ROll Diaz met 

It was lbe Novo brothers who were witb DINA agent Mlchael Vernon 
charged in 1964 wlth firing a bazooka Townley on Sept. 13, 1978, lo .plot the 
at lbe United NaUons building whDe murder of Orlando Letelier. 
Cuban revoluUonary Che' Guevara By Sept. 18 lbe eame four memo 
was- speaking tbere. tbougb tbe bers oí tbe Cuban Natlonalllt Move·
etíar;¿8S&ter were dropped. ment bad helped Townley ~ct 

Ten ear. Jater, Guillermo No\'O a bomb, aeeordtng t" tbe ind nt. 
was nvlcted of plottllll lo blow up On Sept. 21, Letelier died Ji a 
a e n ehip anchored in ~ontrea1. bomb blut destroyed bis e.r. . 

, 
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,TheWitness 
Townley: JIe Followed o.rders..... 

':~". 
" 

By TimothY S. Robinson 
• • Washln~ton Post lita!! Wrlter 

~Michael Vernon Townley, a soft·spo­
~n, lntense and .niculate 35-year-old 
inan who has made Chile his home for 
the pa!lt20 yeara alreadY ia starting to 
be'known in sorne circ1es a6 the "Joho 

~~an" 01 the Letelier alfair. 
, ' He is an unlikely figure to be found:¡.q bis current role~s the heavily 
M, .guarded informant ,who has calmly 

told FBI agents and prosecutors how 
he followed orders to plant an explo­
,.ive whose blast left its intended Vie­
~ so maugled' that hardened investi· 

~ :e,tors became sick at the scelle of the 
'IIII:ÜJDe. , 
:.:! -As be is described ~y people who 

know him, Townley ia a skilled elec· 
tronic technician capable of assem­
bUng devices to detonate bombs by re· 
1I10te control. He had 'bCen active in 
eómmando raid! againlt the late Chi·

,:tean PrCJiident Salvador Anen~e, 
"'»'hose Marxist regime was toppled ID 

... a, military coup by the current Chi· 
lean president, Gen. Augusto Pino­
chet: 

.. ' Townley, an American who grew Up 
lB Chile where bis father headed a 

~-1arge U.S. automobile operation,. had 
-become a familiar slght to AmerIcans 

. there by the early 19706. He was 
known as a poUtlcal activist who was 

, suspected of participating in miUtary 
activitles oí Patria y Libertad, a rlght­

" ..ing Chilean party. 
:;. ., Although he had been charged with 
~murder for his alleged participation 
1,p a Conception raid in which a night 

': ~atchman was killed, the ' charges 
.were dropped when Pinochet came to
powerin late 1973 and Townley be­
carne an agent oí DINA, the Chilean 

"lIeCret pollce a,9E'ncy. 
" Townley w,is expelled !rom Chile in 

~arlY AprH/after the U.S~ put intense 
pressure 6n the country to turn him 
Óver. In the U.S., hit attorneys, Sey· 

,MICRAEL VERNON TOWNLEY 
•.. unlikely figure hi current role ' 

mour Glanzer and Barry W. Levine, 
struck UP a deal by which he would 
enter a guilty pIea to one count of 
conspiracy to murder Letelier and 
would in retUrn cooperate in the Lete­
lier investigation, 

As a part of tbe deal, TownIey will 
only have té> cooperate with and pro­
vide information to U.S. authorities 
on his role in the Letelier murder. 
He,reportedly has additional informa· 
lion about terrorist activities in other 
countries, but is not require4 to give 
that information to the U.S., sources 
have said. 

As was John Dean in the Watergate
8ffair, Townley was, by his own ac­
count, directly lnvolved in theexe· 
cution of crlmes and has ~ided to 
testify agaillst hit close soclates. 
And, as in Watergate, Town1 could, 
'as did Dean. play a central ole in 
questlonlng the activitles of a coun· 
try'S highest government offidals. 
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Dead Chilean 'exila� 
,� I ¡ : 

had link to Cuba� 
~ 

By ¡acle ~ ud LeI Wldtteu fit and hls ~Ife, Ronnl. Tbe bomb blast also murdered man's famUy. But tlnt, In­
WASHINGTON - Secret papera fOUDd kl~kw.I ROMI, but MIIIé mll'lCUlously .ur~ teJllsence agents copted lb. contenta for 

In Chflean extle Ieader Orludo Leteller'. vtVed. ' possible clues that miPt lead to tbe ...... 
attache' case alter bis uSUlmatlan lbowI He telepboMd \JI altenrard In IIlIUtIll IiM. 
be had been coUectlng a myster10us SI,.. and pIaded wlth 11I to investtpte tbt ... Tbey fOU8d lOme amnpected clues tblt 
month tbroup¡ a "HaYaDI CClIlDICt1oIl." lIIIIinatioll. Our prellmtnaty liad" la- were eYeII morefl8clnatbJI. Tbe brlefc:ue 

The papetJ, 1110 reveel tbat Letel.', dicated tbat ClUIe', dreId leC!'et pollee. contained papen 10 _itive tlJat LeteUer 
ottice bid beeIl in c10se COlItae:t, perbaplln- kaown as DlNA, probIbIy ... been beIItnd probably carried tbem to preveat tbeir 
nocently, wltllll topeur.. tu.u.,.. tbe IJomblftl. How our inNtipttoll .. theft by CIA hou8ebreaken. VI. llave DDW 
agent named JuJan Torres lUlO.' ~ tumed up aome UfteI'PICted deYelopmeaa seen lOIne of tbeIe 1auIIl..... papen. 

The r8llpe(:ted LeteUér, • tomaer' ~,!be bJalt tbat killed Letelter, we be" Tbey lIIow duat Leteller recetved '1,_
ChUean ~retp.tntlter, WI8 bIowr1 lO obU· learDId, reveaJed tbet be bad been leedllll a rnontb tbroup a "Bavafta eormectioD." 
vlon on t. U as be ... drivtq dowa a ·ltrlftle doubIe IHe. Tbe evtdeDee WII Bis c:ontKt 1'11 DOne otber ~ Beatrk:e 
Wasblng .ts trB1lqUil. tree-slulded Imbu- locUd In a 5amlOfttte Ittaelle' ene. wblell "Tatl" Allende, .daUlbterof 8aJvador 
.;Sy Row. . mpanyinS blm in bit btue bMstiptors "'v'" trom tbe wreckale. Allende. tbe CbUeu president no 1'as .J­
Chevrolet were two pusengen, Mllr. Mof· : Tbe brlefcMe wu retumed lO the Iln in 1973 by a mlUtary Junta. ratt DOW.. Uves In Havana "ldI .... bUlband. wbo Is I

1' .Cubtft officlal. 
In I Mly 8, 1915.1etter lO Letelier•• 

notified 111m Chat be wlU reeelve ••080. u 
advance payment "para apoye!' tu trIbIJo" " 
- "to support your work." 'Ibis w.. to be 
followed by tbe montbly .1,000 paymeats. 

.� !he rnoney would come, Ibe 88kt, from tbe 
ChUesn Socialist perty in exlle. The d1s­
bursement bid -been approved. lile 'ex­
plBined, by the party's leader. CulosThe letter Aanta Brlto I 

scholarJy mate~ái "recelved for 8«11I".� Altamlerano, wtJo 15 repOrted lO be 1lvtD¡ In 
exile ID Eut BerUn. .hands 01 Julian l.izo." Tbe wrlter ='1the 

to send olber academte I I ses !he Chilesa SoclaJlst Party bu offtces 
Bríro throuan "la MhJlon, ..n:.u0nu: East HlVlna andin Berlln, Rome. 

Intelltaenee eources eontend tllat moaeyCuban !'Ilnlon at tite Vlllted Nat~ 
couldn't llave beeD trllMmitted to LeteUerOfflcialfy, ltiJo WIS Usted 18 tite' ftrst 

secretary 01 the Cuben mllSlon B without the·Cubaft government's approvaJ.
Iy as March 1 1978 . ut 11 ear· Anotber letter In LeteJ/er's brtetcase 

o • , we identltied JUm as a was wrftten on Sept. 14, 1978, by one 01 bisspy In dlplomatlc cU~8e. "BII mbJeton atthe� young colleques. It teU. of a meetin& iDUnited Nattoas,' we "rote 1'11 todevelop coatlcts wtdl ....'-_1_' i.o ...1� Ravlna witll Emilio Brito, a Communtst 
country." . ._~ I~ _s Central Commlttee functionary. Acconlin& 

We uve omttted the INIrne ot LeteUer'. to:rnr Brito i. af.In elUlence IIOUrces. 
YOUDg coIleape, because be bu rece . flliated· lb the Cuben J)IaaniDI ~ dlat 

, an 8SsauJnation areat. But \!Pe q'..-.!..~ dir tlle lMIbvenlon 01 PuepÁ Rico ud 
hlm for an ftour. 1be m-­� the Ul1ited States. /,'.,
persuasively th8t be =.,811 ~	 --. 
the InteJligence ro1eI ot aritoY=ar:ot 

Leteller, at fht time ot hi des •� 
aftlliate<! Witb lile IJlstitutes for \rr~'
 
Studtes. Tbe Instltute'. director Merey�
Raskln, said hehad no kAOW~d u� 
Lete~¡er'l secret payrnents. "WIlat lee df?d'� 
for biS CbJlean c~~as I� 

. bis InstJtute 9O~Ukil1 =~.GUt8kJe
 
t •..~ .._ ._,,~., ....._ "'"_ ,,_, _ .......-'..._.~ _.."� 

.,� 



".ed., M",.e1t. S, 1978 ~ TBE WASHINGTON POST 
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\:'\ldirI~'''<!:-'' .•"' :, .1.,., ..~ , .. ')',.,.i .'- ~,,~\ t. , 

ArOUDd tire World 

'. Chifeán· in· Letelier Prohe� 
Lillked to Secret Police� 

.SANTIAGO, Chile-A militar)'� 
source here has Identll1ed th~ second� 
--~-.L....-a-_-- -'"'T7-.~_..=...;;.~....;..:.~~ 

..!!J._tw~~~n..~~,!g~!:!~.E~~~ 
. the death in Washington ol lormer . 
~~..b",SSád~-,_-O.~!-~I.l-~~-Le-te-U-er as Ar-: 
mando' Femandez Larios, Rn Árm! ' 1 

I ~ln' attáehec:ft;;' the Ch1lean : 
~"Poli~e;-s~ialC'OiTesPondent ' 
John Dinl!Lrepo~ .'" - ; 

..11l'!!-ªQurce, w~~id ~ehaaknown 

Fernandez.•!ince mUltan' schOOl,.said . 
~o.snized .theOff~frcmLRle- I 

tures prwt~.d .§aturda¡ in the Santi· 
..!G2..Eres!J. 

The Chileau' gonmment has re­
fused to comment on the Identity'of 
,the two meno TIte Washington Post re­
. ported Monday'that Chile has said tbe 
twó men sOUght by the United Statea 
':'-'identified initlally as juan Williams 
Rose and Alejandro Romeral Jara-do 
not exist in military or éLviIlan files. 

Williams' 'picture has been recol' 
J!~!!J!y.~ve!'.~Jl~rso!!~whg_ asid he ' 
~,jl..!LDm.~rlC~ Micll.l!~l V. T0!1!=. 
~ with a reputation for right.wing. 
activity in Chile. 

Another informed souree reveal 
thatthe !VJ~ pUbli~~.....p!loto~ 
...obDJIU:Q.J>.Y~!!t..tUI,-$.,..B_<!Y..!!rt!1!!.~~~ 
. Ollfiu!ª"t~.J!!._~aii!lay. TJ!e 80urce� 
said the two men -a Uétt10r 'O.S. vT­
-¡iiiIñi~ec te. a sé aocu-rñelüS:'� 

It has been re "rtelrtbá:ttwo me� 
usin¡ the name. o Williams and Ro .� 
eral traveled to th 'United States on� 
offielal Chilean passports with U.S. vi·,� 
sas.� 

,� 
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