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7 An uneasy feelmgabout Cuba s

GUAMA, Cuba — You sit in
an isolated “Indian village”
vaecation retreat near this little
Cuban town, lunching on pork,
black beans and rice. You
watch the Cubans and their
American guests gulp down
anejo rum, dance the cha cha,
meringue and assorted un-
named gyrations to tunes from
a jukebox. And you admit one
thing to yourself:

There is no way to say or
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write anything about Cuba
after 17 years of Fidel Castro's
rule with certainty that it is
true. Surely not after eight
days here and perhaps not
after 80.

I

Some things are easy
enough to see. Aimost nobody
in Cuba enjoys the affluent
standard of living that is com-
mon to the great majority of
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U.S. citizens. Yet. even though
you see some shacks with
scrawny chickens and poorly
dressed children in the yards,
you are also aware that no-
where do you see the wretched
poverty commonplace in the
favelas of Brazil, the barrios
of Venezuela, the slums of
Jamaica. Cuba seems to have
no people starving, or without
shelter — a claim that not
even the U.S. can make.

“ .

...‘

A Cuban challenged me to
find a single beggar on- the
streets of Havana, a single
hooker in her nightclubs and
hotels. T saw none.

* % %

S0 you sit in Guama assess-
ing the pride of the Cubans
who are accompanying you,
eager to show you the apart-
ment buildings that have
sprung up everywhere, or the
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new schools, clinics, hospitals, .

factories that have been built
in the countryside.

You watch the Cuban offi-
cials carefully, wondering to
what extent they are living
lies. You question whether, for
all their pride in what Castro
has done to wipe out corrup-
tion, to dethrone the privileged
classes, to throw out “foreign
exploiters,” to battle racism,
these sophisticated Cubans
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ever question the price they
have paid for this advance—
ment.

You sense you may nevau
know, for Cuba is a police =
state which tolerates no dis~.::
sent, suffers nothing retnotely~j.~.
approaching a free press and
guarantees no ‘‘civil rights” b e
any individual. . -

Castro makes no apology
for this. He once said: “The’
revolution is the first to lament
that individual guarantees
cannot be granted . . . to con- -
cede those guarantees would
serve that powerful enemy -
who has tried to destroy the~"--
revolution and to drown it in-~°
the blood of the people.™

* o X ., -

So do the Cubans you are ~
watching believe in their silent
hearts that Castro and the
Communist Party betrayed-...
the revolution? Or is it possi-.
ble that all really feel that get- .
ting rid of “Yankee imperial-, -
ism” was worth even sur- -
render of press, politigal, so-
cial, economic and othel liber-, -
ties? T



"Chile. They are not yet certain,
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On the Trail Of a Murderer'

WASHINGTON — The man behind the mur-
der of Chilean exile leader Orlando Letelier, as
ederal investigators have pieced together the
stery, is probably Chile’s shadowy secret
ice chief, Manuel Contreras Sepulveda.

In one of the most complicated investiga-
tions since Watergate, FBI sleuths have traced
the man who ordered the killing to
Contreras’ office in Santiago,

however, whether Contreras him-
self gave the order or whether it
came from a top aide.

Most federal sources believe
the murder could not have been
carried out without Contreras’
direct approval. In fact, some
i t. sources speculate
that Chilean President Augusto
Pinochet himself personally sug-
gested the assassination.

No one working on the case will comment
directly. But we have learned that the FBI has
st up its activity among terrorists in Miami

to resolve the case in the near future,

complete with the names of the actual assassins.
telier was killed by a bomb, which was
attached beneath his Chevrolet. The bomb
exploded last Sept. 21 as he was driving down
Washington’s tranquil Embassy Row with two
‘American colleagues, Mike and Ronnie Moffitt.
The blast killed Letelier and Mrs. Moffitt but

. miraculously spared her husband. Afterward, an
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anguished Mike Moffitt ed us to investigate
the bombing. We have kept in close touch,
therefore, with the federal investi%ation.

Within a few weeks, we were able to identify
Chile’s notorious secret'B;)lIce, known \lﬁy the
dread initials DINA, as the probable culprits.
Now we can describe the murder pjot.

"We are told that Pinochet expressed his
displeasure with Letelier to the DINA chief. We
have reason to believe that Contreras, in

res| to the Chilean president’s wishes,
dis a DINA officer to the United States to
m with two leaders of Brigade 2506, an

organization of Bay of Pigs veterans.
Some members of the brigade, trained in

violence by the CIA, allefedly have become
right-wing terrorists. The DINA agent was put in
touch with them, according to our sources, by a
Chilean diplomat in the United States, who
secretly works for DINA.

We reached the d%ylomat who reportedly has
been interrogated by U.S. authorities. At first, he
told us through an interpreter that the affair was
his “private problem.”” Then he refused to
comment; then his aide told us the charge was
“ridiculous.” ,

Investigators tell us, however, the twg bri-
ade leaders contacted among others a Cuban

molition expert, Guillermo Novo, in New
Jersey. At that time, he was on probation after.

convictivn - for “Mlegsl use of explosives. He
violated his probation and is now a fugitive,
The assassination plot was worked out, our
sources say, at a secret rendezvous near Bonao
in the Dominican ic. It was decided that a
special shaped plastic charge :vu needed for the

bombing. .

Thee ve was available on the streets of
Miami, the bomb materials were bought and
fashioned in the United States, most sources
believe.

However, one source told us the bomb was
actually constructed in Chile.

It was later delivered to the Miami area by a
Chilean military official carrying a dlr.l:;natic
passport and flying in a military airpiane, the
source said. The device was transmitted to a
member of Brigade 2506, we are told. He then
carried it to New Jersey where the assassination
team was waiting for it.
aceo! to our to Letelier.

The Justice Dept. had no formal comment on
the case. We have learned that prosecutors,
however, are trying to figure how to get
testimony from Chileans with diplomatic immu-
nity and how to extradite potential defendants
from Chile.

Footnote: The Chilean government has
repeatedly denied any involvement with the
assassination. kesmen for Brigade 2506 also
have sworn that their members had nothing to do
with murdering Letelier. Incidentally <Gt S
announced the dissolution of DINA. But our

used the bomb,

The FBI has traced the man
who ordered the killing of
Chilean Orlando Letelier to
the office of the chief of Chile’s
secret police. N

sources say its duties simply have W taken
over by other ox‘ganizations.
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~ The Cubans

Men of Long-Held Political Passions

By Christopher Dickey
Washington Post Btal! Writer
They are veterans of a long, lust
war, the five Cubans lndicted vester-
day in connection with the slaying
of & former Chilean ambassador.
Though some of them led outwardly
calm, industrious lives, they were also
familiar with the darkest sides of life
in the Cuban communmel of New
Jersey and Miami.
Among the most-radieal, right-wing
elements of those communities, con-
spiracy often blends with intense poli-

tical hatreds, the intense desire to

return to a Cuba purged of Castros
revolution, and passions burn like
fuses.

It is also a world of secrecy from
which there erupts occasional, some-
times spectacular, outbursts of vio-
lence.

" Some of the first names to come to
light in the Investigation of Orlando
Letelier's murder were those of the
Novos—Ignacio Novo Sampeol an un-
employed shoe and auto salesman,
and his younger brother Guillermo
Novo Sampol. They were implicated
by another Cuban exile leader who

was being held in Venezuela at the

time in connection with the bombing
of a ‘Cuban commercial airliner in
which 73 persons died.

The Novos were {eaders of the
militant Cuban Nationalist Movement
‘based in Union City, N.J., and their
names had long been familiar to the
federal agents who keep an eye on
the exiles' counter-revolutionary un-
derworld.

It was the Novo brothers who were
charged in 1864 with firing a bazooka
at the United Nations building while
Cuban revolutionary Che Guevara
was speaking there, though the
charges fater were dropped.

Ten /years later, Guillermo Novo
was obnvicted of plotting to blow up
a Cdban ship anchored in JMontreal.

IGNACIO NOVO BAMPOL
. « widely known in exfle community

‘By April of last year, another mem-
ber of the Cuban Nationalist Move-
ment was drawn into the investiga-
tion. But, even though he was offerad
immunity for his testimony, 38-year-
oid sslesman Jose Dionisio Suarez,
Esquivel, of Elizabetly, N.J., refused
to talk, and spent 11 monthl in jail.

Both the Novos and Suarex testi-
fied under oath that they knew noth-
ing of Letelier's murder.

According to yesterday's indict-
ment, however, Guillermo Novo, Sua-
rez, and their compatriots, Virgilio
Paz Romero and Alvin Ross Diaz met
with DINA agent Michael Vernon
Townley on Sept. 13, 1876, to plot the
murder of Orlando Letelier.

By Sept. 18 the same four mem-
bers of the Cuban Nationalist Move-
ment had helped Townley struct
a bomb, according to the ind nt.

On Sept. 21, Leételier died n a
bomb blast destroyed his car. -
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By Timothy S. Robinson
-t Washington Post Staff Writer
s *Michael Vernon Townley, a sott-spo-
n, intense and articulate 35-year-old
‘fman who has made Chile his home for
the past 20 years already is starting to
_be known in some circles as the “John
vean” of the Letelier affair.
'wu-He is an unlikely tigure to be found
his current role—asz the heavily
guarded informant who has calmly
told FBI agents and prosecutors how
-he followed orders to plant an explo-
sive whose blast left its intended vic-
.>3im so mangled that hardened investi-
. dggtors became sick at the scene ol the
rtﬂme.
~2%As he is described By people who
know him, Townley' is a skilled elec-
tronic technician capable of assem-
bling devices to detonate bombs by re-
piote control. He had been active in
commando raids against the late Chi-
»lean President Salvador Allende,
,whose Marxist regime was toppled in
a-military coup by the current Chi-
léan president, Gen. Augusto Pino-
chet

Townley, an American who grew up
in Chile where his father headed a
““large U.S. automobile operation, had
become a familiar sight to Americans
there by the early 1070s. He was
- known as a political activist who was
» suspected of participating in military
activitles of Patria y Libertad, a right-
;;wing Chilean party.
- » Although he had been charged with
~‘murder for his alleged participation
woih a Conception raid in which a night
'ﬂwatchman was killed, the .charges
were dropped when Pinochet came to
power ‘in late 1973 and Townley be-
came an agent of DINA, the Chilean
1.8ecret police a/slency
. Townley wéds expelled from Chile in
qarly Aprik
pressure n the country to turn him
gver. In the us., hls attorneys, Sey-

‘after the U.S. put intense

"The Witness

Townley: He Followed Orders

, .MICHAEL VERNON TOWNLEY
... unlikely figure in current role - -

mour Glanzer and Barry W. Levine,
struck up a deal by which he would
enter a guilty plea to one count of
conspiracy to murder Letelier and
would in return cooperate in the Lete-
lier investigation.

As a part of the deal, Townley will
only have to cooperate with and pro-
vide information to U.S. authorities
on his role in the Letelier murder.
He reportedly has additional informa-
tion about terrorist activities in other
countries, but is not required to give
that information to the U.S., sources
have said.

As was John Dean in the Watergate
affair, Townley was, by his own ac-
count, directly involved in the exe-

cution of crimes and has @ecided to
testify against his close associates.
And, as in Watergate, Townlky could,

“as did Dean, play a centralVyrole in

questioning the activities of a coun-
try’s highest government officials.
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By Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

WASHINGTON — Secret papers found
in Chilean exile leader Oriando Leteller's
attache’ case after his assassination shows
he had been cotlecting a mysterious $1,000 a
month through a ‘‘Havana connection.”

The papers. also reveal that Leteiler's
office had bee in close contact, perhaps in-
nocently, with 2 top Cuban intelligence
agent named Julian Rizo.

The respected Letelier, a former -

Chilean {oreign minister, was blown to obli-
vion on \ept. 2L as he was dri down
Washingtop's tranquil, tree-shaded Embas.

Row. mpanying him in his bive

5
(gxevrolet were two passengers, Mike Mof- '

Dead Cian exile
had link to Cuba

fit and his wife, Ronni. The bomb blast aiso
ﬂw Roani, but Mike miraculously sur-

He telephoned us afterward in anguish
and pleaded with us to investigate the as-
sassination. Our preliminary findings in-
dicated that Chile's dread secret police,
known as DINA, probably had been behind
the bombing. Now our investigation has
turned up some unexpected developments,
- The blast that killed Letelier, we have
learned, revealed that be had been leading
a strange double life. The evidence was
locked in a Samsonite attache’ case, which
investigators salvaged from the wreckage.
The briefcase was returned to the
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The letter j:‘anks Brito for soun.

scholarly mate
hands of Julian
to send other
gr{,t;) through
uban mission at the Uni

Otticially, ted Nations,

}tizo ‘Tr?:ce“.id from the
. e writer promi

academic informltlon'f:
“la Mision,” meaning the

Rizo was listed as the first

Secretary of the Cuban mission, -
ly as March 1, 1978, we identlﬂeg';ltl:n' :;

Spy in diplomatic df
develop contacts with

se. ‘‘His: misgion at

the United Nations,” we wrote, “ia to
radicals

country,”

in this

S
We have omitted the name of Letelier’
young colleague, because he mmm

‘  an assassinat|

him for an

lon threat. But we questioned

- The young man contended

persuasively that he was totaly unaware of

the intelligence
Letelier, at
affiliated with

. Studies. The
Raskin, said he hag

Letelier’s

roles of Brito and Rigo.

the time of his death, was
the Institute for Pelicy
Institute’s director, Marcy
no knowledge of

Secret payments. “What he did

for his Chilean °&”2$JV“ totally outside

b .
S

his Institute wor®="Raskin told ug.

e e s

murdered man's family. But first, in-
wlli?ence agents copied the contents for
possible clues that might lead to the assas-
sins.

They found some unexpected clues that
were even more fascinating. The briefcase
contained papers 30 sensitive that Letelier
probably carried them to ent their
theft by CIA housebreakers. We have now
seen some of these hush-hush papers,

They show that Letelier received §1,000
a month through a ‘‘Havana connection.”
His contact was none other than Beatrice
“Tati" Allende, daughter of Salvador
Allende, the Chilean president who was sl-
ain in 1073 by a military junta. Tati now
lives in Havana with her husband, who is a

- Cuban official.

In a May 8, 1975, letter to Letelier, she -
notitied him that he will receive $5,000 as an
advance payment ‘‘para apoyer tu trabajo’’ -
~— “to support your work,”” This was to be
followed by the monthly $1,000 payments.
The money would come, she said, from the
Chilean Socialist party in exile. The dis-
bursement had -been approved, she ex-
plained, by the party's leader, Carlos
Altamierano, who is reported to be living in
exile in East Berlin. ‘ .

The Chilean Socialist Party has offices

- in East Berlin, Havana and Rome.

Intelligence sources contend that money
couldn’t have been transmitted to Letelier
without the-Cuban government's approval.
Another letter in Letelier's briefcase
was written on Sept. 14, 1978, by one of his
{loung colleagues, It tells of a meeting in
avana with Emilio Brito, a Communist
Central Committee functionary. Accord

;?I ygl&mgwrcm Brito ism-
iated 7 ' pianning group that
dires(s the subversion of PuepZo Rico and
the United States. e
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Chilean in Letelier Probe
'Linked to Secret Police

'SANTIAGO, Chile—A  military °
source here has identified the second
of two men sought'in connection with,
the death in Washington of former -.
ambassador Orlando Letelier as Ar- °

captain _sttached to the Chilean
secret police, special correspondent
John Dinges reported. .

The source, who said he has knowﬂ
Fernandez since military school, said

e recoznized fne officer from picl '
tures printed Saturday m the Santi-

_BEO press.

The Chilean - government has re
| fused to comment on the identity of
the two men. The Washington Post re-

" ported Monday that Chile has said the
two men sought by the United States
_-identified initlally as Juan Williams
Rose and Alejandro Romeral Jara—do
not exist in military or divilian files.

Williams' picture has been recog-
nized by several persons who said he
Jas an_American, Michael V. Town:
| Jey, with a reputation for right-wing
activity in Chile. '

Another informed source reveal
that the two published photos were

-abtained by the U.S. government fromy .
onsulate in Paraguay. The sourcel !
| said the two men apphed for

e

.

i eral traveled to the\United Stafes on
I official Chilean passports with U.S. vi-.
8as. NP
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