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PLE : By Ceorge Crile 111

3 : . _ ;
4 J T IS ALL hut certain that Cuban exile terrorisis were . plosive into 4 hollowed-out copy of “British at the Gate”
"} 1 responstble for the bombing of an Air Cubana piane when it blew up in his hands.

‘4 last month and the resulting death of the 73 aboard. An- Crespo, believing himself dying, was rushed to.the
: other exile argapization is suspected in the assassination ,  'bospital shouting “Viva Cuba Libre.” The police, un-
~two months ago ;#Wﬂean Foreign Minister Or- nerved, shackled Crespo to his bed. The Miami papers

. lando Letelier. These were mm identified him and his partner in the venture, Humberto

' epidemic of bombings, killings and kidnappings carried - . Lopez Jr.; as members of the National Cuban Liberation

out by anti-Castro exiles based in Miami over the past * Front, a newly formed anti-Castro terrorist group. But

’l"

* three years. The frequency and rutblessness of these at- ,:'{ why this group bad formed, exactly who its members i

; tacks have reached the point where the possibility must ©- 1, were, ind why such seemingly rpright young menwere |
‘be considered that we are witnessing the coming of age =~ ' attempting such acts went unexplained. !
-of the first serious’ mﬁm ' 5 S might all have seemed less puzzling if the back- |

“An effort 1 under stmmo v ground had been examihed. Far from being suddenly '

. Rauge the danger they pose might well begin wlth a sm- i possessed of terrotist notions, both men were veterans f :
gle stark case history. " of guerrilla campaigns lgainst Castro backed in another " ‘| -

£ Luis Crespo seemed a most’ unnkely candndaie fot ter-' o ‘." era by the CIA. |~ {
. ror. He was a shy, 32-year-old father of two, 2 drug store ", “Lopez had participated in ﬂﬂ Agency: unanc\.d pro- .
% salesman, just another of the 450,000 or so Cubans in Mj-! ' Al . 8ram based in Nicaragua. Crespo had been a meraber of .
¢ ami. But there he was in March of 1874 assembling a o ; one of the CIA's elite commando teains operating from
. book bomb. Just atter mldnight he was fitting the C4 ex-" L ‘?ﬁmaml dur\tn_g__t_‘h_gjsm_e__dwa, He had been trained |-
S wf’ S 'g , I."»gin the use of explosives and sabotage techniques and & !} ¢
— - — b I L ¢ wis thén sent oh raids to Cuba. Like ali of the CIA’s full- St
ST ‘_ L . fledged agenits, he had signed 4 secrecy oath, submitted I
Crile is Washington editor of Harpers magazine and to polygraph tests, served under the command of an : S Rh i i
. author of & book to be published by Doubleday on the American case officer. . ;e o Mixm! Heraid = 1914
: CIA'sCuban operations. - . N , Sl T See CUBANS, Pagc C3 ! ‘ . Luis Crespo, manacled to a hosgital bed after a bomb he was assembling exploded. o
. ’ : . | - . : "













watching “Ben Hur” on television. His killer Jeft a note

identifying the assassination as the work

same group which claimed responsibility for the frighe

fon meshineguaning i Bame. A subsequent letter

threaiened other o!d-style leaders who had “misled” the

exiles jn thé past. Alarmed by thesc developments, the

FBI advised Senators Pell and Javils, w

identified in exile eyes with the effort to renew U.S. re-
- lations with Cuba, o vary their routes to and from work

m,;%e_c_aummm_css_e.-_
a oughthommmmuad umrmmmm

more m m ma! ﬂ lm And

RO ¢ ‘ mmammsety 1590
i m'emhtu.'mm managed to remaia aloof from Lit- -
" |tie Huvana's internecine infrigues. Until a year ago it
.| had been a fratornal omtnhauon But at its 14th auni-
975, 4 marked shift wag ap~.:
, _ % wm tnndm'f
ﬁ'y eRmpRIgR. i -\t b
'I‘welve yom ‘eariier the’ Bﬂgade had pmemed its
llag to President Kennedy. The President hailed the Bri-
. gade as the standard-bearer, of freedomn in the hemi-
_spuere and, before tens of ‘housands of cheering cxiles
in the Orange Bowl, pledged to return Mts ﬂag 10 the rree
soil of Cuba.

Now the Brigade veterans were makm 8 eeohes ac-,
cusing the United States ¢ ; ause, al se, and
théyaemanded that the Ken.gggy ijrarz relurn 0 the
flag, threatening Xt ibrary if refused. ( lwly,l
the urned.) The Brigade concluded ¥ cere-
" monies by awarding its' first Freedom A\'vard to Gen.

Emochet of the Chilean lgnta )
~ Dr.fasch, too, was apparently establishmg close links

with the Cgileans He had jumped parole, fleejng the
United States just after the Torriente killing. He was iri-
terviewed in Curacao by an exile newsman who re-
ported that Bosch was being escorted by a band of
armed Chileans and had access to all the money he néed-
ed. (The reporter also said Bosch was reading a biogra-

© phyof Yasit Arafat)

, State Department files indicate that the Chileans were
(0}

ffering safe haven, passports and even the uge of diplo-

matic pouches to some Cuban terrorists/ One govern-
ment investigator says that a remote control detonating

device, used in the assassination of the exile leader Ro-
lando Masferer in 1975, had been brought into the
United States in a Chilean diplomatic pouch.

—

. The Chilean connection is beyond dispute; the ques-
tion is just how far it goes. Max Leznik, the publisher of

Little Havana's largest newspaper, Heplica, says that
- some of the exile terrerists are pcrformmgstronn arm
- oser vleeuor DlNA ‘ 8 & !

ey wievicw b pad outhY;
Mmeed this te survive cs.

u m \fm American newsmen feel you don't need

Ky umy & gwm but think what it was like in the Old West.

‘ M‘ * ity ke tieag here. Everywhere I o, I tihe a man with a

pistol and other weapons. If the police take them away
from me, then I die.”
Leznik’s problem is particularly thorny because haisa.
and fought alongside Castfo in \he
Maestra. Some of the exiles, he says, cannot distin-
guish hetween socialism and communism and doubt his
loyalty to the anthCastro cause. However misguided
they may be about Leznik, it is undersiandable that

some exiles are confused about the loyaltics and even

i+ the identities of their comrades.

. Such suspicions were reinforced by the nature of the
violence in 1974-75. Although the terrorists did strike at
. -, SOTRe Cwnue tm-geu abroad they concentrated thenr\

cempaign % suspiciously counterproductive. It not only
spread fear and suspicion within the communny but

. also aliensted the U.S. govemmentandpubm
1/ That the exiles have been deepl etrated by agents
from Hg ha%‘l" E%wmmm ')“B}and
Tm&’% agencies. No one seriously questions the
k' ‘fanatital sincerity of most of the terrorists, but gome ex-.:
. ble leaders and U.S. officials have begun 1o theorize that

teurs were behind some of the inflamma-
l&eﬂgcr a fsion within the

ch observers cite the history of Carlos Rwero-CoIla-

' J Soln o! hl eﬂu, hewever,came to gee the terror -

+ -

. do, Brigade veteran, son of \a pre-Castro prime minister .

"' . and a leading member of the oldest and most funatica

S L‘Gﬁ‘_"’_ﬁ! exile terror group sﬁ'mf?ﬂ?ﬂh He was.
“'  sald To have been one of the N3

tigpalisis ost formida-
ble .members, with a personal*Tollowing among the .
. younger terrorists. Suddenly, in the fall of 1974, several

»"'months after Torriente’s’ assassination, Rivero-Collado
! [
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L o . . " o .~ United Press International
Radio commentator Lnulza leum had his legs blown off when a bomb exploded in this car.

defected to Cuba, publicly denouncmg the terrorists a

scists and — more significant — describing their mem
ership in detail.Their plans, he clalmed included assas
sination of U.S. officials,

‘he Offensive Begins

HE CIVIL war aspects of this supposedly anti-Cas

tro terror campaign grew in intensity after Rivero

\ Collado’s departure, culminating in December, 1975
with a sudden rash of bombings, including those agains

the I'BI and state’s attorney’s offices. Then the violence

in Mianli all butl stopped. And_a true offensive was

launched agmnst Cuban targets in Europe and th(

“Thieapparent explanation for this reversal i t.\rgets i
to he found in the sudden entry of the veterans of the
Bay of Pigs Brigade into the struggle. The decision was
reached at the Hah rewnion of the Brigade on Apr™ =
S yowr. The Buigde ! uu(‘_la clain- Lo have tieg
ail AEresueni v with the ulyg_x et roists to L;ul
wag ot_home; in u.lum the Brl"ade would 1 tdku
e ap 1(‘asuuw.ar T

This new coalition was apparently responsnble
following incidents:

. April 6 — two Cuban fishing vessels machine g

*_ one Cuban killed. April 22 — a bomb kills two Cut
bagsy officials in Lisbon. July 5 -— Cuban UN. !
bombed; July 9 -— homb explodes in luggage car
W3 before being loaded aboard Alr Cubana
July 10 — Cubun airlines office in Barhados In
Aug. 9 - two embassy ofiicials in Buenos Air
nappt,d Late August — one Cuban official killed i
1(‘0 &Lity, and an unsuccessful attempt made tg .
.mother in Yucatan.

In the midst of the canpaign mst summer, E
leaders met in the Dominican Republic with repr
“tives of Dr, Bosch and of several terrorist groups,
ing ilw ‘lny\ e, te A vow nnr,.nmenf wyg raue
Tbﬁn a united frun tto L.u ry out & coorﬂmuled cal
*of inicrnalional {error against argets wh
tTicy could ho reaclied. The new organization’s

"CONU Cojnutandos of United Revolutionary Or

‘tions), would not become known (0°thé Afmerical

unltil the group was implicated two months later
¢rash of the Air Cubana plane en route from Ba
to llavana.
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