Ex-Agent Sentenced in Chile Diplomat's Death

WASHINGTON (AP)—Michael Ver-
non Townley, a fermer Chilean agent,
was sentenced Friday to serve 40
months to 10 years in prison fur plant-
ing the car bomb that killed former
Chilean ambassador Orlando Letelier
and anaide. -

o~ U.S, District Judge Barrington D.

\)] s Parker stuck to a sentencing agree-
ment Tewnley made with pmsecuturs

;;I last Aug. 11, when he pleaded guiity to

29X ane count of conspiracy to murder a

E foreign official.

k‘i‘\ Parker said if Townley had not fui-
filled his part of the plea-bargaining
arrangement by testifying for the gov-

N ernment in the trial of Letelier’s assas-

" gins, he “‘would be a prime candidate

for the maximum penalty.”

Townley cculd have received a life
term, as did two anti-Castro Cubans
whe were convicted of having played
roles in an international conspiracy to
murder Letelier. A third anti-Castro
Cuban received an eighbyear pnson
term. All three defendants in the trie:

¢

Iy Times

3
3

Townley had admitted he recruited
the Cubans {0 help in the assassina-
tion, which was devised by Townley’s
Jormer employer, the Chilean seeret
police agency once called DINA.

Parker noted Townley testified he
had no regrets about killing Letelier—
& former Chilean ambassador to the
United States-~because both of them
were soldiers fighting for their belicfs,
“Today, do you have any regrets or
remorse?’’ Parker asked Townley.

Replying in a voice that was bavely
audible, Townley said, ‘I feel a great
sense of remorse’’ about the innocent
killing of Letelier’s aide, Ronnie Mof-
fitt, a passenger in Letelier's car when
the remote-control bomb ripped
through the floor board as it rounded
Sheridan Circle here on Sept. 21, 1976.

As for Letelier, Townley sald, “if I
could turn back the clock I would voice
my objections’ to DINA superiors and
“find a reason not to participate.”

Townley said he now feels *violence
is not the solution to a digpute.” Under
Townley’s plea-bargaining agree-

ment, prosecutors said they would rec-
ommend parole after the minimum
sentence is served.

Townley’s sentencing had been post-
posed earlier while the FBI investigat-

‘ed a mysterious phone call Townley

admitted making during the trial irom
aprosecutor’s

A tape of that cdll to afriend in Chile
had Townley calling Parker “badly
educated” and saying “I offer right
now to ask friends all over the world to
call him (Parker) and threaten him
and get him to withdraw from the
case.”

Townley told Parker on Friday he
did make derogatory remarks about
the judge, and he apologized. But
Townley added the recording was not
accurate in regard to the alleged
threat, because certain parts of the
conversation were not in the tape.

Parker said the phone call could
lead to further action against Townley.
But the call had no impact on the sen-
tencing Friday.

are appealing.






