By CAMILLE KENNY

4 UNlON CITY—Aiter yeara of relative ot seurity, ¥ 47
“thé Cuban exile community here has become the -
-object of media attention focusing on anti-Castro .

cameras- into the city. - -
LS Since September, three large newspapers. 'me
"Néw York Times, The Village Volce, and- the.”

"Philadelphia Inquirer,” and.New.York Magazine L

Washmgton D.C., and the trial and conviction thre
_years later of three Unlon City Cuban exiles for
¢ the ‘crime, the Cuban communities here and in the
Miaml area had received little natlonal attentton

‘Media.
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But w1th this new flurry of rnedia attentlon the
“activities and bringing reporters and television’ - Cuban " exile, movement_has been.given a new..
* prominence and: wider recognition.. The CBS pro-
+4, gram, with close to. 40 million _viewers, :should’
catapult the exile movement and some locaI Cuban’

thave published articles about the Cuban community_»3* leaders to national recognition. No arr date has been.
“and anti-Castro terrorism here. The CBS television
‘newsmagazine, 60 Minutes, is also plannlng 1o air
a‘ segment on the topic

o ‘Most of the articles-we
~.in anti-Castro terrorism’in the New York ared -
:between the Jbombing of :theSoviet Mission to. the
w... United Nations in December and the blast last wee
t the. Angolan- Mission.- Omega 7 clatmed credit- o
'-ior both mcndents -’

i shift in the- terrorist group s focus from’ Miami
<the New York metropolitan area, In the New :York.;
b ist |

monthlv basts in the past year i 1979 1o mcidents- ‘zz;never really: solicited it," .
oi terrorism were claimed by. Omega 7 in Miami..;
— down from 25 lncldents in 1975 , according to FBI~' #

cords .
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S terrorist activ|ty in this aréa and the subsequent
“'media “attention. was- “partially ‘a result of Cuban
President Fidel Castro's visit to the United Nations
in October. Thomas Locke, supervisor of the FBI's .~
:{Criminal: Terrorist. and -Fugitive. Squad in_ New

ks York;';satd the media attentxon is"a “backlas
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re published during a'lu n

-exiles

“We re. not ""n %] posttton of . no'comment any-

more,’,’ ¢ _Locke aid :

\ have occurred on an aimos

gl St . . .(.onlmm 1| frum I’uge l
o oy e ot

“movement to
prosecution” of suspected terrorists. SR

# Santana, who has granted several mtervrews’ recent-_"
ly. said at a press conference several months ago he

does not really like the media spotlight but must give
Interviews in the absence of Guillermo Novo, head of
the CNM here before Santana. Novo is serving a double-
life sentence for the murder of Leteller and hlS alde
Ronm Moffit,. - -

i1 Two weeks ago Custavo Marin president of Abdala.-

called a press conference to deny allegatipns in The
Village Voice that he is a suspected member of Omega

7and that his group is “right-wing" and “reactlonary "f

‘. Manuel Santana, a spokesman. for Abdala, said the'
.media attention could hurt his group’s reputation. by:

iocusmg on anti Castro terrorism which he sald Abdala
opposes. :; C T et S pet gl s ¢

Armando Santana “leadet of the' CNM northern'
"oiilce located in Umon City, said Friday night the FBI-
is giving information to the media about the anti-Castro
“gather public -sympathy- tor future'

. “There Is’ only’ ofié parttcuiar pomt of vlew 'n the,'
media — that all groups are right-wing — and that is -
not true,” Santana said.- ““That_could. probably: hurt. ".__=

'} Santana:-said ‘one -of: the : réasons “for the” media °
‘attention is that the United States government ‘‘sees -
1t in Its interest to criticize.Castro ...; So in‘ Y way,l-
the government is behind the medlas attentlon "

“’ “But the Interest in Cuban exile affatrs has actuall
helped Abdala’s membership, bringing the group-anoth-;
er 100 to 150 new members nationally and “many ‘more.:

sympathizers" m the last year Santana Said. ,. z

5:1' Julla’ Vaidlvia 4 Union Cify ‘mayoral ‘aide whg wasj P

med as a Cuban community spokeswoman inthe New-
York Magaziné article, said the number of mterviewst

‘she has had smce_ then is mcreasmg and becoming

repetitrous 2 i

“it's the same thing all the tlme = the reporter
wants to know about life in’ Union City and he wants:
"to be fair;’ 1 Valdivia said. *'But after all the information’
1 Eive, they all come up ‘with the same question Who

iis Omega 77 I'm getting tlred “of it.”

I

il Yet Valdivra said the media attentlon eould help the l
fexile movement by *‘opening the | eyes of the country"y

:s well as “lettmg Castro lmow whnts happenmg
ere.” ",

But both Valdivla and Marm sald the medla has
rportrayed Union City In an. inaccurate and unhealthy,
‘light. and Is giving the, Impression that, the Cuban
commumty here lives.. in: fear’ of ‘the terronsts l-. b

- “They:write about Umon City: hke there's a bomb
every day’ like it’s’a terrorist: town and- everyone is.
.Scared,” said; Valdma "This is a peaceful town,” i

“people in whatever way we can to solicit thelr help
In- the last three or four months, there has been

the most: interest in tallung to us. although we ve

: ‘Locke sard he has been’ intervlewed by the three
. : major televrsron networks and 'l‘he New _York

ia attention wiil
“help: them craék the Omega .7 case, local Cuban
_exiles who have been- Interviewed recently by the
medla are not sure the artlcles wﬂl belp thetr cause

Z* White, the FBI hopes the med

N Two groups Abdala compnsed mamly of young
"and:;the ; Cuban” Nationalist * - Movement
3 (CNM), some of whose members are believed by
"the FBI to be part of .Omega 7, have called press
- conferences. to deny recent published reports thatf
'members belong'to ‘the; terrorlst group.




