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Chile Faces Demsmn on

By WILLIAM R. LONG .
Herald Latin America Staff

SANTIAGO, Chile — Chile is
waiting anxiously for a sealed
package of papers from the U.S.
Department of Justice.

The military government may
prefer that it never comes, but it
will be hand-delivered before Oct. 1
to the foreign minister. Without
breaking the seal, he will pass it on
to the Chilean Supreme Court.

The court then will- begin pro-
ceedings in the caj},o}ftetlred Gen.
Manuel Contrerag” and two other
Chilean officers charged in the
United States with the murder of
Orlando Letelier, a prominent
Marxist exile from Chile.

The outcome of the proceedings
is far from certain.

THE PAPERS will request extra-
dition of the three Chilean officers
for trial in Washington, D.C., where
Letelier was killed by a bomb in his
car on Sept. 21, 1976.

The Supreme Court is unlikely to
grant extradition. It may order a
trial in Chile.

In that case, the Chilean trial
probably would follow one in

Washington, for the same crime.
Three Cuphn exiles and Michael
Townlew/an American who worked.

for the Chilean secret police, were
arraigned in Washington Aug. 11.
Two other Cuban exiles charged in
the assassination are fugitives.
Contreras is the biggest fish in
the net. He was chief of the secret
police, known by the acronym
DINA, when Letelier was Killed.
According to the indictment, Contr-
eras “‘ordered the assassination.”
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Fernédndez Larios, also were DINA
men. Espinoza was chief of opera-

tions and Ferndndez was an opera-
tive who traveled to the United
States with Townley just before the
assassination.

The three officers were indicted
in Washington on Aug. 1. The Chil-
ean government was not visibly
shaken by the long-expected action,
but the political hazards for Presi-
dent Augusto Pinochet in the case
loom ever larger.

Some informed observers predict
that whatever course the proceed-
ings take, they ultimately will force
the resignation of Pinochet or pro-
voke a coup against him.

Others are betting that Pinochet
will ride it out. The tenacious army
general has held power since Sept.
11, 1973, when he led a bloody coup
against the late Marxist President
Salvador Allende. Letelier had been
Allende’s ambassador to Washing-
ton, then foreign minister and de-
fense minister.

AMERICAN OFFICIALS obvi-
ously are convinced that evidence in
the Letelier assassination against
Contreras and his subordinates
warrants a trial. It has been made
clear that any Chilean move to get
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them off the hook could resulf in,

the withdrawl of the U.S. ambassz-‘

dor here.

Diplomats predict that if the
United States makes that move,
several European governments will
follow, seriously affecting trade
with Chile. Pinochet’s government
would be critically wounded.

An open and impartial trial, on
the other hand, would risk putting
the regime in jeopardy:

Extradltlng 3 in Letelier Murder

@ Chileans at all levels would be '

exposed to detailed and formal
charges that a high and powerful
official in the military regime or-
dered the assassination of a Chilean
in the capital of the United States.

‘® Resentment would swell
among hard-line military officers
who feel that, in defending Chile
against Marxist subversion, it was
not only necessary but patriotic for
DINA to engage in a “dirty war.”
Even military men who do not con-
done DINA's tactics would see the
trial of fellow-officers for obeying
orders as an assault on the Chilean
military’s strong tradition of disci-
pline.

@ Contreras himself, if he felt
betrayed, might attempt in the trial
to lay blame for the assassination
on Pinochet.
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U.S. Denied Publlc Hearmgs in Chile

On Extradltlons in Leté ler’s Slaylng

By JOHN DINGES

| Special fo The Herald
i SANTIAGO, Chile — The United
|States has lost its legal battle here
\for public hearings on its request to
-extradite three former Chilean se-
cret police officials wanted for the
assassination of Orlando Letelier.

The Chilean Supreme Court Wed-
nesday denied a U.S. appeal against
a secrecy rule imposed by the the
judge in charge of the extradition
procedures. The judge, Supreme
Court President Israel Boérquez,

ruled that the U.S. extradition re-

quest, and 'evidence presented by
the U.S. Justice Department to
prove its case, required a “summa-
ry” investigation. In Chilean crimi-
nal law, that indicates a closed in-
-quiry of indefinite duration con-
ducted alone by the presiding judge,
who personally interrogates wit-
nesses.

THE CHILEAN military govern-
ment, in a statement by Justice
Minister Mobnica Madariaga, an-
nounced — before the U.S. appeal
was heard — its agreement with
the decision to conduct the inquiry
secretly. Court officials have told
Chilean reporters that the extradi-
tion case is considered to be ex-
tremely complicated and could take
as long as a year.

The United States has asked for
extradition of retired Gen. Manuel
Contreras,/the former head of the
Chi }al n secret police, and two sub-

ordinate officers, Col. Pedro Espino-
nd Capt. Armando Fernandez.
They were indicted along with five
members of a Cuban exile group on
Aug. 2 by a U.S. district court on
charges of conspiring to murder
Letelier, an exile opponent of
Chile’s government, and his associ-
ate Ronni Moffitt.
Letelier was Chile’s ambassador
to the United States and a cabinet
‘minister in the government of Pres-

Gen. Contreras’
<.« ex-secret police chief

ident Salvador Allende, a Marxist
deposed by a coup in September
1973. He was killed by a car bomb
in Washington in September 1976.

THE SECRECY in the extradition
hearings means that a bulky packet

of hundreds of pages of sworn testi--

mony, photos and other documents
presented by the United States to
the court will be kept from the
press. The Chilean lawyer hired by
the United States will be barred
from some of the proceedings.

The lawyer, Alfredo Echeberry,

argued in his appeal that the U.S.
case will be hurt if he is kept from

/hearing the judge’s interrogation of

witnesses, and barred from cross-
examining them and challenging
their credibility.

A State Department spokesman
said last week he had been in-
formed that the barring of the U.S.
lawyer was “unprecedented” and
that the U.S. government was
watching the proceedings closely.

An editorial in the newspaper El

Mercurio, a major backer of the
military government, said the U.S.
statement was due to ignorance of
Chilean law. A Supreme Court offi-
cial subsequently showed reporters
a pile of about a dozen past extradi-
‘tion cases that he said also had a se-
‘éret inquiry stage and showed that
Judge Bérquez’ handling of the
‘Letelier extradition was not unprec-
edented.

Before the present military gov-

ernment came to power, however,.

the courts seemed to interpret the
secrecy of the mquu'y stage more
hberally.

THE CURRENT DISPUTE over
secrecy involves more than legal

technicalities and interrogation pro-

cedures.
The denial of public hearings

could delay for months the public

unraveling of the Letelier assassina-

Dionisio Sué.rez/and Virgilio 14.
are fugitives.

In its ruling denying the U.S. ap-
peal, the Chilean Supreme Court
upheld Bérquez' contention that
Echeberry has no legal right to de-
mand participation in the proceed-
ings until the judge declares the in-
quiry completed. However, the
court also said that the secrecy of
the inquiry “is not absolute” and “is
not as strict as insinuated by the
lawyer of the government of the

‘United States.”

The court said the presiding
judge will hear the lawyer’s request
and may decide to grant him “full
or partial” information about the
progress of the inquiry.

tion. The two-year investigation is ;

already known to have touched sev-

eral Latin American countries be-
sides Chile and uncovered evidence

on other terrorist activities involv-

ing Cuban exiles and the Chilean se-
<cret police.

The FBI considers the case |

solved, and sources in Washington
said its best evidence is included in |
the documents sent to Chile. How- |
ever, officials say they are forbid-
den by U.S. law from revealing the |

evidence before trial in the United
States. 3

THE TRIAL IS scheduled to
begin Jan. 8 in Washington. If, as it
now appears, the extradition pro-
ceedings here are not completed be-
fore then, the defendents af the trial
will include only three offthe eight
persons indicted for theé murder.
They\é'e Guillermo Novo and Alvin
Ross, who are in FBI custody, and
Ignacio Novo,/ who is free on
&BT ail. Two other Cuban ex-

iles accused of the murder, José
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