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31 Men, 7 Autos 
And Yacht Taken 

By HAINES COLBERT 
llfporte. or Tile MJamJ Nt,.. 

Federal agent.a in the Florida Keys today seized 31 heavily 
armed men who were de~Cribed as members of an expeditionary 
force preparing tD embark for Cuba. 

The agent.a, with a Coast Guard cutter standing by, confiscated 
a yacht and seven automobiles loaded with arms, medical suppllea 
and uniforms. 

• 
Customs Agent W. B. Lankford, 

who led a raiding party drawn 
!rom three federal agencies, said 
the arrested men were revolu· 
tionaries who were to have sailed 
at daylight. 

Strike At 3 A.l'tf. 

"This is considered the largest 
expeditionary force apprehended 
or prevented since the revolution· 
ary activity began in Cuba after 
Fulgenclo Batista deposed Carlos 
Prio," said Lankford. 

The feder!ll agents struck at 3 
a.m., seizing the yacht Philomar 
III while the supplies were be
ing carried aboard from a dock 
at Piney Point on the southern 
Up of Big Pine Key. 

Lankford said three automo
biles and their occupants were 
seir.ed in the first rush. Four 
more cars filled wiUi armed men 
drew up after tha raid, and their 
occupant.a were arrested. 

Drtn From Miami 

The Cubans bad been in the 
process of loading the yacht 
since Friday, Lankford said. The 
Phllomar Ill waa brought around 
ftom_ T~()!l. and the members I 
of the expeditionary force drove 
the 118 milea to the jumpoff 
point from Miami. 

Many of the men In the cars 
wore .45 caliber pistols, Lank
ford said, and they carried 
crates of aub machineguns, army 
rifles, knives and machete&. 

The yacht, automobiles and 
prisoners were taken to Key 
West. Lankford said the men 
would be given a preliminary 
bearing later in the day before 
U. S. Commissioner William V. 
'Albury on charges of conspiracy 
to violate the neutrality act and 
the federal firearms acl 

Plana Known To Agents 
Charles E. Wyatt. supervising 

customs agent in Miami. said the ' 
plans for the descent on Cuba
presumably to reinforce the rev· 
olutionary force of Fidel castro 
- had been known for some 
time. 

The l65·foot Coast Guard Cut· 
ter Ariadne was moved up from 
Key West to block a possible at
<empt to escape aboard the yacht. 
The cutler lay off Ramrod Key, 
and its men did not take an ac· 
live part in the raid. 

The raiding party was made up 
of agenta · of the customs service, 
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border patrol and alcohollc and 
tobacco tu Uhit. 

Poi'DW' Sebure ~lied 

Wyatt said the expeditionary 
force was involved witJ'l revolu· 
tionary activity in Miami. He 
said agents of the Federal Bu~ 

reau of Investigation were work
ing on leads in the Miami area. 

r 
Only last month, federal agents 

seized a large supply of weapons 
In the possession of three Cuban 
nationals who make. their homes 
in Miami. 

• 

The agent! said the military 
· equipment was purchased from 
surplus dealers in th~ New York-

• 
Philadelphia area and brought 

• 

here in a house trailer. 
• • 

Agents in Key West . said .18 
of the men arrested in tbe keys 
.raid gave a non-existent address, 
2315 Pine Terrace Dr., Miami 
Beach. 

I 

tfnknowa At Address 
The operator of an apartment 

at .2315 Pine Tree Dr., said he 
did not know any of them. 

Arrested were Julio Oropesa, 
47: Israel Crespo, 28; Flavio 
Sanchez, 'Z7; Domingo Esteban, 
24; ~ndo Sanchez, 25 ;- Jesus 
Frandino, 'Z'l; Guillermo Gonzal
ez', 48; Ricardo Costa, 25; Nel
son ·Sanchez, 19; Julio Beroff, 
33; Alfredo G. Guerra, 30; Ariel 
Ajo, 17, and Carlos C. Pando, 44, 
all of the "Pine Terra,ce" ad· 
dress, and · 

Juan Calil, 29, of 940 SW 72nd 
Ave. : Humberto Nunez, 28, of 
1360 SW 3rd St.; Julio Garcia, 25, 
of the Bronx, N.Y.; Oswaldo 
Martinez, 18, of New York City; 
Cesar Vega, 32, of 740 SW 72nd 
Ave.; Jaime Diaz,-20, of 1918 SW 
3rd Ave. : Bernardo Paradello; 
17, of 1260 SW 44th St.; 

Fern~Uidq Garcia, 30, of New 
. York City; Rolando de Ia-Torre, 
.28, of New York City; Juan A. 
·Mil en, 33, of 54 NE 17th St. : Hec~ 
tor B. Hernandez, 25, Miami ad· 
dress unknown; Indalesio A. Este
ban, 25, of 448 NE 37th St.; Fran· 
cisco J. Martinez, 19, of New 
York City; Francisco Robaines, 
26, Francisco Varono, 35, Fernad'o 
~. Moreno, 32, and Gilbert I. Vis
tiaF at\d Ambrosia Diez, who eave 
no addresses. 
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