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produots. But tbe aot in question has not only deprived the ag­
rioulturll.Jists of the Routh of o. nml'ket, huI: it C()/lII"~ls thcm, to 
somo oxtCllt, to pay 1()J' thOloiC nrticlcloi, iJl allditioll 1,0 '.lIdr OI'iginal 
cost, aH the expense of importing them trom Northern cities. 
Florida gets her Cuba cotree, &c., from New York. 

Florida posscs¡.¡es extensiva nnd va/uahla fisl1Cl'icR, and g-rcat 
fncililicH for rltising cnU/c. Bol.h hl'lllleJlCs of tl':ule will hCCUlIIO 
highly profita1Jle to her, and to Alabama, Texas, and every other 
State slmilarly situated, ir Cuban vessels sbaU be encouraged to 
come to their ports to purchase. 

We have testcd for seventeen years thc aet of ]831 as a com­
mereial measurc, and have sacrificed to it important interests; 
and sound policy certainly dictates its repeal 01' modification. 
Should its repeal at this time be deemed inexpedient, its opera­
tion may be suspended for a definite period; but if neither mea­
8ure be adopted, it should certainly be so modified as to exempt 
Spanish vessels of less than eighty tous burden from its opera­
tion. Sucb vessels could not compete with American shipping 
now in the trade, ami they would limit their voyages to American 
ports eontiguous to Cuba where no such trade 1I0W exists. 
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A hill for the repeal of the net.s "eoneerning tonnage dnty on 
Spnnish vessels," passed the 13th oC July, 1832, and tbe 30th oC 
Junc. ]834, is now hcfore Congress; snd the object of this re­
port is to R.wnkf'n puhlic aftention to our trade and commercial 
rcg-ulation8 with Cuha. nnd tu point out, cspecially to the agri­
cultural and llIanufacturing interests of our countrJ, the blight­
il1g efrects thereon of t.he acts in question, amI the expediency of 
rescilHling thcrn. The attelltion of thei'c leading interests has,on 
Rr'w.,·al OI:cfl.l'iull!", lIecn callell to this sllhjcct, hut varions causes, 
aidl.¡f lIy n Sil 1I1J uppo~i/lg- illt.C"'~!lt, hm'c cornhincl1 to di "ert it; 
nnd it il'l bclie\'ed that this important branc1. of frade, Iying at 
onr very doors, is less accurately uOlIerstood than is our trade 
wilh ¡'~urope gCllernlly. 

In the year 1841), in compliance with a resolution passed by the 
Senate, cn\ling upon .. t.ho Secl'etary of t.he Trensurj' to commu­
lIil.all' 111 lh(1 ~(~nflle ~lIch inrol"lnation fl.l'l 1m I1my have in 1'c1at.ion 
10 .IIP m;l'cllil~II('y 111' l'I'III'alill~~ 11I' lIIullilYing" the act uf Jnllo :JO, 
18:l1, cOllcemillg 1.ounagc dllry on :-;l':tnish \'essel:;;," !\fr. Wl\lker, 
Sccl'(~tary of t.ho Treasur)', mnde a report, from which the follow­
íII~ cxlract.s am tal[{~n : 

.. J llave thc IWllor rexl'nclflllly to report l.1lat the law referred 
lo, as \\'cll as a fOI'llIl)(' law on 1.lIc saJllo subject, npprovcd 13th 
Jul)', 183~t wm'e passell, it is hclievcJ, under nn erroneous im­
l...cxsion at tlll: time rC~I)('c1.illg the trile IInture ano cfreet of the 
1I:l\-igat.ion ami eOlllmercial Jaws of Spnill, so far as thej' opemtcd 
UpOIl American l'lhippillg ano cornmerce. 

"H f;('cms to ha\'c hecn 811ppol'lcd that tite law of Spain made 
speeial Jiscl'irnination ngainst 1.he l1niled S1.ulcs vessels and car­
gll(~:\ huI. :"0 1';1.1' :1:" tllis IJqm,.lment ís mh'i8cd, it llpl'ears Ihat no 
slleh dil'CI'iminatilln exi~,:1.(~d, either nt the date of lh08e laws, or 
ha:> sínce heell estahlisheJ,opel'atillg exclusively upon the ship­
pinci li.lld cargues of the Unitcd States. Tite laws oC Spnin regu­
lal.in~ ClIlrIlJICI'cial relal.iolls witlt her enlonies, discriminate in 
fiwol' nI' hm' (1\\'11 "cssclx anll cargocs, as against the vesscls amI 
cargoes of al1 forcign nations. 
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"'rhc rigbt cxereised by Spain to fnv.vr her own vcssds In 
tra,lin~ wit.h her coloniel'l is conécdcd: nnd cannot with propricty 
bc c(llllplaincd of on our pltrt...AH trlnt the Ullitcd Statc.~ can 
asl{ or eXllcct., is 1.0 be plnceel on n pcrfect equality with thc ves­
seIs of 01. ler nations pal·tieipntillg in such tl"n<1e; nnd in this re­
spect il. is believed our vessels enjoy the same privileges ns those 
of 01.111:1" fnrcign nlll.iollS, 

"lt is cOllfiflcnt.ly helicvll,l tlmt the opeml.iow; ,,1" 1.110 aets of 
1832 amI 1834 have had, nnd stilllmve, an injurious efleet on the 
fevenuc nml tra1e hetwcen the Unitcd States nnrl the islnnds of 
Cuha :1I111 POI'tO mco, CSI'CI'illlly al. slIch ports ,,1" l.llll 1lllill'll NI.ate!! 
as 1I:\\'c the most dil'ect and intcrmcdinte intercourse with snid 
islands. 

"In view of the foregoing circnmstances, nnd hcing fhmly im­
pressed with the importanee to the revcnue of the United States, 
that the trade with the islands l'efp.rred to should be I'elie"cll fl'om 
the existing restrictions nn<\ cmbnrrassments imposed by the law 
advertcd to, I would respcctfhlly recommend the repeal of the 
RCtS concerning tommge duty on Spnllish vessels, approved 13th 
July, 1832 amI 30th June, 183'1." 

Recent events l}f~yond our own coulltry, bearing directly upon 
Cuba and its trnde, with the pI'ospective and eertain trll.nsit of a 
commerce of houndless wealth over Ihe 'l'ehuantepec roufe. throw 
nJ'OImd this sul~iect nn illlpnrl.ance whid. it has III:vet' h"liH'o pos­
sessed; nlld withont illVIlSl.igatillg in dctu il thcir prulmIJle eJli:ets 
upon OUI' rclations with that island, the slightest politieal (orecnst 
wiII enable us to perecive the propriety and flxpediency uf' adopto 
ing any mensme which wiII shol'ten thc distance between its 
shores and ¡ts people and our own. 

Strict obscl'v:mcc (}f political justice in our intercourse with a 
foreign pcople-thc specinl and prospective impol't.ancc 01' c\llti­
vatiug cOl'dial rcla\.ious wil.h the inhabil.anl.s 01' Cuha--:lIl1l duo 
regal'd for the agricultural a\l(l manu(aCl.uring illtcl'esls of' our 
cou\ltl'y---combine to demonstrn.te the propriety anl1 cxpel!icncy of 
n.lloptill~ th~ IIIcasul'll ",hidl eil.lIl~I" of' \.llIlSC cO\lsil!llr:J.l.illlls wonld 
so lltall ililsl.I~· iIIsl.i r". 

'1'11I~ Ji ..!'l. l;o'lI¡.;idei'al.ion, (¡~il" clcali\l:.{ i\l 0\11' inlcl'eOmSI\ ",¡,it f¡lr­
eign nations, has cver IJccn tlle cstablisltcd ru le ul" OUI' Go\'ern­
ment, nnl! tite importnllcc of' gURl'lling it fl'om tite sli~h(csl; inno­
vatioll is 1.00 lnanili.lst l.o adlllit 111" a IIoulll. 0111' ComBe iu the 
mat1.er now IIl1dcr cousidel'lll.ioll has IIcitlwl' lJeclI just to ~I'a.in 
nor to ourseh'cs. tiut, by rnnny of our people, ami 01' those too 
whose i\llcrests are most invol\'ed, though as n people, tlle rnost 
inlelligcnt on cal,th, the scco\lll a\l(l thil'd cllusidcratiolls just ad­
vertcl1 to, mc eith(w misundel'Stood, or t.hey nl'e rcgRl'deu 1I0t in 
the Iight which t.heir importance deIDallds. 

A glance at thc map of the Mexican Gulf will show the re­
marl<ahlll position of Cuila ",i1.l. rnfilrnuee 10 thl1 tm.,le (Ir 'l'exas, 
1,ouisiana, Alalmma, Florilla, l.Iw l\1ississil'l'i, aul! Tellllalllcl'ce 
and 1'3ona111a routcs, This Gulf, Iikc tlle Mcl1itcrrancall sea, has 

tí 

hut onc onl.let; for, though a pa:o;.'inge may at somc particular 
limcs hc snecelisrlllly nmde l.hrough tIte Yucatnn channcl to the 
Cnrihhcan sen, nlld thcncc out through the Mond passngc to the 
windward isla\lds, s\lch a pa.'I8age is always considered hazard­
ou~, ir \lot impracticable, agaillst the violent and opposing Willds 
nnl1 Ill1rl'r.nl.R w1lir.h Rwecll over tite cnl.ire roul.c. P[\ssnges from 
lIte t: 111 l' Ollt 111I lllll ~mllh Sillll 111" C\lIIa, Iwn nt all Rca.'lClIIR l('cliollS 
n\ld Ullccl"tain; but thcy are dceme<1 by IInvigal.ors as nhnost ilu­
practicablo from Jnnual'Y to April, inclusive, nlld this is tite ,'ery 
sca.'!1I11 wlum I.II1J Mis.'lissippi, l.he great m'tcry of our commércial 
cnpital, with lhe 1'0I'l.s (1[' Texas, Flol'ÍlIa, Alabama, all,1 'Louis­
inlla. scnds ahrOlul tho cotton crop of the COUl1tl')', and whbn the 
immense agricultural wealth of the Great West is upon the ~ea, 
t.hre::uling its t1evious way between lhe Cuba aud Floril1a shores. 
From thc statistics of the )Iast, the value of American proJuce 
which wiII thus seel{ au outlet to the Atlantic highway of com­
mel'CC <1ul'ing the year 1852, canuot be estimated at Icss than 
$200,000,000; a\ld this estimate is irrespecti\'e of thc California 
anl1 1'acific trade over the routcs alIndell to, and which, in the 
course of twellty ycars, will excced aH our presellt Chilla and 
East India trade. Tite hills of Cuba overhang this passing 
w{1all.h, amI her pcople look down upon it as fi'om ~entry boxes. 
Thc right 1Jnlll< IIf tite l\-ii.'l.'li.'lsillpi is 1.1Ie 1100'I.b sirle of Cuha, as ¡ts 
lcl"t1J:lIIl< is I.II1l Florida J\I~YS, Hix .'!l.mlllll.l\'H l\Iay IlI'illge I.lw in­
termediate strait., and speak each otber cvel')' fifty minutes; alld 
hencn we may confidently predict that thc first naval contcst in 
which \Ve shalI ever he cngagt'd, will be here ncal' the Cnban 
shore:>,· whosc secure harbors amI abundant resources al'e open 
to alI belligerents. 

T1Icse facts speak for themsel\'es; and comment upon the 
mal.cltl<~ss gClIgraphical rosil.ioll of t!lis islmul, ntlll its illcdtaLlo 
conllec1.ioll with ollr fu1.ul'c eummel'cial alld lIaval lti.'ltUl·Y, is un­
necessn.ry; hut they are rcnl1erel1 more significant when regarded 
i\l ell\l\lcdiIHI wil.h I.he positillns nll'('.:I.II)' occupicd by Grcat Bri· 
l.ain 1111 Ihi.'l 1~lInl.Í1wllt. aJlllll1'l' apl'lI.l'ell1. 11isl'ositioll to "I'C-aIlIlCx" 
lClTillll'y al, tllll Rotll.h. 

Slw has, with l!tat rcrna\'kahle forecast wllÍch has c'-er distin­
g\lh:hcd her sl.lll.c:;me\l, sCl:url'd n1rnost evcr)' importal1t 01" salient 
poi 111. he:.wt'<~1I 1hll Coast 01' y IIcat.a n amI t.he (J.'illoco. :'lhe oc­
('.Ilpil's Iwery I'lIel< alld harlllll' of 1.11l) BallHlI\as wlll'l'O a glln can 
be pl:UlI.e.d 0\' l\ "hil' 1Il0()\'ct1; amI lIet, militar)' sl.lltio\ls, bel'naval 
rcfil.ling allll repllil'Íng I'csorts, cxtcnd 1'1'0111 'l'rinidlld, throllgh the 
Carillllenn sea amI l.he windward islands, to Cuba; and evcn at 
lhe lone anl1 l1istant llcl'nIlHla.~ sbe has a naval rendez\'ous. From 
lhese lIumerous points she 1001,s out upon our immense commercc 
<1efiling' l.hl'Ough thc Florida straits; alld \Verc shc possessed of 
Cllba, :11111 n Ilceidel1 \Iaval slIpcrinrit.y, sltc wouM ha"e her hand 
t11'0n 1I11~ glll.e or 1.11<\ M.is!<i!<.'lil'l'i, :ulIl wll.yfarer~ l.o fIl' fl'l)lI1 it 
wOllld cunsnl\. her. Shc has long becn nwnrc of tltc impol'tnllce 

-- --- -. ---_ ..-._-_._-­
• Commodore Rodgers, in 1824. 
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of commanding this strnit; and in 18l9, Mr. lIuskisson, wllOse
 
mind grasped every subject within thepolitical horizon of his eoun­


'I! try, called the at,tention of Parliament to the importance of tak­

ing p"s~cssi()n of I.he 1'OI'f;ugas TslaJlIls. 

'rhcsc brief observatioml, hints l'athCl', are malle to iIIustrnte in 
a menfllurCl thCl spClcial nnrl prnspcctivCl impol'lnnec or cnltivating 
corrlial rclll.t.ioml wit.h 1.110 IlllOpl" of Cllhn in its 1"'(':-:"111. p"litillal 
corlllitioll. To tiloso whn 00" fill'wal"! lo 01' SplllJllllttc 111'011 rhe 
probahili ties of its aC'llli~ition by purclmse or othcrwiRe, tho WiR­
<10m of conll('ctill~~ olll'~ch'cs, :1.1111 IlOllsCqll()lltly 0111' 1-{()\'cl'lIIl1cnt, 
11101'0 inlilJIalely wil.11 il, i~ app:\I'(lllt. IlI"l11 Otll' Illarlwl~ 1.0 its 
vcs!"cl~, im'ite her ~hiJl~, II()I' !-(':II1WII, and IlIll' t.l·a<1m's lo Otll' POlts, 
multiply intercommunieation with her people, educate her clli}­
dren, and let time pass on amI bring about thc rel'1t. But while 
We have sent I'1hips and prescnfH 1;0 M:l1Io;eat to illllncc il.:-: l'"oplo 
to come to trn<le with us-while \Ve have heen cnllcavOl'illg' tilr 
years to increasc our Irade with China-and while \VC are at lhis ,, . moment engaged in an atternpt to induce the Japanese to come 

1:" to our ports to trade-wc have cífectually elosed them to the ton­
nage of Cuba, by making it thc intcrest of jts shipping to keep 
away.

( 
1 ' Jt may be usefuI to recur lo tho treaties that have cxislcd, or 

nre now in {j,rcc, l'~f;wcell '''iR C:ovprnrnent HIHl that 01 ~pnin. 
Tllc fil'st tl'eaty Iwtwccll tlw Hllito!l Slatl.'R nnrl ~pain \Vas 111:1.1. 01' 
" San Lorenzo et Real," made on the 27tb of Octobcr, 17!J5, by 
MI'. Pinclmcy /11111 Godoy, "Pl'ince or Peace." lt will be fOllnd 
in thc 8th vol. U. S. Statutes at L:lI'ge, p. 138. 

The next Was a cOllvelltion of indemnincation bet\veell the Uni­
ted States and Spain, made August 11, 1802, by "Don Pcdm Cc­

¡h "allas" and Mr. Pinekney, raf.ificIl hy thc Unitc«1 Staf.~s J :tl1l1nry
I,r D, 1804, nnd by the King' of Spllin, July !J, 1818. (Seo 8th vol.

U. S. Stat. ut Large, 108.) 
The Florida treaty, made 22d Fehrual'y, 1810, by Mr. Adams 

nnr1 .. Do//. JAJIli,~ dc ()lIi.~," rati fiel1 hy the Kin~ 01' Spaill 2:l!.1I Oe­
~b tohnr, 1820, alld by lile U. Stales J!)th 1<'ehl'U:t.I'Y. IR:.!], ami linal 
i. ratiRcat.ions exchanged Febma,'y 22. (Sec 8 vol. U. S. Stat. at

Large, p. 252. 

1" 
The last was a eonvention for the settlement of claims, rmulc
 

17th February, 1831, by Mr. C. P. Van Ness amI Don .lose de Hé­

, /." redia, and ratificatiolls of which were exchangcd at Madl'iJ Au­


gust 14, 18,14. (See 8th vol. U. S. Stat. at Lai'ge, p. 450.) 
:. No provision in any of these trea1.ies touchcs thc ~mhjcct lluder 

consideral.ion, except pcrhnps the fiftcellth :tl'ticlc of thc P1ol'ida 
treaty, which is in these wOl'ds : 

"Tlle United States, lo give to his Catholic Mlljesty a pl'oof of 
their desire to eement the I'elations of amity subsistillg hetwecn 

L., ¡ 
the two /lations, alld to fa.vol· the cO/TImel'cc of t.he su~iecls uf IIis 
Calholic Majesty, agl'ee that Spltnish vessels coming I:ulen only 
wilh the productiolls of Spanish gl'Owth or manufactmes, dircctly 
from the Jlurts of Spain or of hel' colonies, slmll be admitted lor1 

1
 

the term of twclve ycara lo lile pOl-tS of Ponsl\co[¡\ nml Sto AlIglls­
tine, in the Floridas, without paying other or higher duties on 
their cargoes or of tonnage than will be paid by vessels of the 
UlIited States. During the sai<1 term no other nation shaH eojoy 
the same privUeges within the ceded Territories. The twelve 
yel\rs 8hl\11 commence three months aCter the exchange of the 
rll.tificatioll of lhil'l trol\ty." 

'l'hi8 tm'lII ol' twclvll YOl\r8 nxpirIJd on tito 2211 May, 18:13. 
'),he commercial policy of Spain hn..<l (",el' bcen restrictivo upon 

othcr nations, 1\0(1 espccially so with rcference to their trade with 
her colonica. 'l'he Ullitcd StatoR have mndo f"c<[uont nttcmpts to 
eflect a rell\xation of thcRe restrictions; nnd though with sorne 
success as to the trade with the mother country, thcy havc utter­
ly faUed to produce, to any imllortant extent, an amelioration of 
tbe onerollS rel'ltrictions upon the trl\(lo amI nl\vigl\tion with the 
latter. 'l'he publishcd documcnts of Congress show, it is holievcl1, 
aH the negotiation that has been had with Spain upon this sub­
ject. 1 refer to the most important of them in note A. 

The duties charged by Spain on American shipping entering her 
ports (not those of her colonies) was, for many years prior to 
1817, about five eents per ton; whUst at that very time, and for 
years I\Cterwards, the United States eharged upon Spanish ship­
ping fifty cent.s tonn.agc, and fifty cents light nwney per ton. 

Ollr eXl\ctim: uf litis Iwavy dllty cnusC'1 countorvailing regn1a­
tiona by Spain upon our vessels, which oporated 'luif.e ollerously ; 
I\nd in 1832, by the efforts of Mr. Van Ness, our Minister at Mad­
rid, the lloyal Or(ler of the 20th AprU, 1832, waa issued. This 
reduced. the tonnage duty on American vessels in the ports of 
Spain to that charged prior to 1817, which was five cents per 
ton; but the order \Vas not to talte efrect untU the tonnage dutr. 
on Spanish vcsscls in the United States should be equa11y reducCl . 
This order did not inchule the colonies. Wo had charged tonnagc 
duty on Spanish shipping under the act of 20th July, 1790, (Rev. 
law8 U. S., p. 8,) and light money under the aet of 27th March, 
1800, (Itcv. laws U. S. p. 1(i!),) and the discontinuance of these 
chnrges WI\S authorized by the act of July 13, lB32. (llev.laws 
U. S., p. 351.) Mr. Van Ness sought to induce the Spanish Gov­
ernment to emllrace within this royal order Cuba and Porto Rico, 
but it was rcfuse«1. The charges in both islands were, however, 
reduced on American shipping to some extent, al/d have since, 
without reference to this order, been modified at diíferent times. 

In applying a <1ifrerent !'Ule to her colonial trade from that 
which she was willing to fmmc for her home trade, Spaill but 
foHowed the lead of every commercial nation. The powers of 
Europe possessing colonies have ever claimed, that the carrying 
tra(le with them belongs exclusively to the mother country; amI 
general regulations respecting the trade of foreign nations with 
such mother country do not apply to the colonial trade, un1ess spe­
cially inclu(le«1. Souml policy, withont relerence to commerce, 
dictates that the carrying trade of such colonies should be in their 
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hands, 01' in tIlose of their colonies, and that the intercourse of 
foreignors with snch colonies Rhould he sl1bject in aH respccts to 
the immcdiate exercise of t.hcir restJ'ailling power. Spain, above 
aH other nations, contended for this policy. She ascribed the loss 
of her valuable possessions on this continent, in Sorne measure, to 
a departure from it. And this policy, thus maintained by the old 
nat.ions of Europe, is not dissimilar in principIo to, and can, por­
haps, be as wel1 sustained by argumenf" as fhat adopted by the 
United States and enforced up to this hour, excluding foreign Ves­
neIs from participating- in otll' coaRtiug trallo, 

"hey are hot.h hascd, as are aH cOlrnncrcial rcstrictiolIS, lIpon 
plll'c selfishness; and whenever t.his prinoiple lIlingles with legis­
lation, its results, lilre those of selfishness in private life, are fre­
quently worse than the evils sought to he averted. 

Finding that Spaill would not por'mit us to participato c<Jually 
withhorself in the carrying trade of her colonies, we adopted to­
wards her a coercive polioy, and passed the act 01' 13th July, 
J832, (" An act conccrmng tite t011110gC dllty on Spn.ni.vlt vCR.vcl.~,") 
the 2d section of which requires Spanish "essels coming from any 
of the colonies of Spain to pay in the ports of the United States 
the same tonnage duties that are levied on American vessels in 
such colonies; and it requires the Secretary of the Treasury to 
ascertain these rates, and to instruct the coHectors accordingly. 

This act failed to produce the desired eJfect, anel the act of 80th 
Juno, JR34, stiIJ more stringent in its character, was passed. Its 
provisions are remarkable. Spallish vesscls leaving the POl'ts of 
the Unitcd States are rcqui/'cd 1.0 filc wilh the col/cctor of the 
))OI·t fmlll wllCnce t,hey c1c1U', a bond with sureties in doullle the 
value of the vessel ar.d cargo, that no portion of the cargo shall 
be landed in Cuba 01' Porto Rico, If thcy faH t.o give the hond, 
(as Jnn:<:t. 1>0 tho cn.:<:() of n.lJ vm:l'ln!:<: .lf':<:lin(~.l to f)il,lll'" ¡,"!mul,) t1wn 
I."n .~o""d.1I' il! ,·.·.J1Ii,·,·" to c'ol/"er. 1"'011' IIl('llIl1.lllll,y which sllall he 
equal to thc diferential duty chargcahle in Cuba (01' Porto Hico) 
Upon tlle samc cargo in a toreign "essel j and this duty is called 
:tlHI rctnrnc,l hy thc collcctOl' as n t!i,vcl'imhwtiug tOll1l11gc tlllty, 
'1'0 pInce this in a LJroader Iight, 1 wiII st.ate the following exnm­
plc: Suppose a Spallish and an American vessel, each of 200 
tons burden, and laden with one thousand barreIs of flour, to 
clear from New York at thc sanHJ t.imc for ITavnnfl.. 011 ente­
I'ing at I1avana the chm'ges 01\ thc 8panish ship would be-

Two hundred tons, at 5 reals (fflli) 
$125 00 .. Ponton" duty, at 11 reals per ton 

43 75 

1G8 75On 1,000 barreIs oC flour, at $8 50 8,500 00 

Total duty on sLip and cargo _ 
8,OG8 75 
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On the American ship 200 tons, at $1 50 per ton $300 00 
I'er ton duty: 1f- reals 43 75 

343 75 
On 1,000 barreIs flour, at 81} 50 1},500 00 

0,84::1 75 

Difference between the tonnage and cargo duties - $1,175· 
AIHI the Am(wican collectol' in snch n. case wou1l1 exnct. from 

1hc ~)ln.nish ship, bcfore pcrmittillg ller to dcpart, tbis difrcrcnce 
of $1,175, which, as a tonnage duty on such a vessel, would be 
equivalent to 85 871 per ton. 

1 havo talcen the article of f10ur as an iIlustration, becallsc it 
is one of the fil'st neccssity, and because it is onc upon which the 
Govemment of Spain is powerless to rescind her protective dnty. 
A proposition in the Spanish cortes to admit foreign flour into 
thc colonics on an cquality with Spanish f10ur would be hem'd 
amI treated with about the same excitement and indignation as 
would be a proposition in Lowel 01' Boston to abolish a11 duties 
upon the manufactures of cotton. 

Castile and La Mancha are the great producers of wheat, 
and have been ca11ed the grallaries of the world, and in exchange 
for thcir f10ur they reccive ft'om Cuba ller sugar, corrce, amI man­
ufactured tobacco. 'I'he article of flonr too, strongIy ilIustrates 
thc ~l1icif'al errectll of tho aots in question. 

'],1111 returns of thc HavauR. cnstoms show that trom 1826 to 
1833, both inclusive, there were 522,136 barreIs of American 
flour entered there; oC which, 318,244 were earried in Spa.nish 
hottoms; n.nd t.hat from IA3c,! to 1813, (after these acts were 
PIlI'l:<:('f1.) hoth illn!n:<:ivl', 111('1'0 w,'m llllt. 'IfIG,!i:Jt 11n1'1'1' 1.01 of Anwri­
can l!our elltcrcd, only 135,J!l7 hunds of which "'CI'O cnl'l'icd in 
Spanish bottoms; amI that during the last year, 1843, there were 
hut 3JO harrcls thus carried. During the eight years previons to 
t.hc :tet. or 18M, t.here wero 55,(i02 more harrels than dnring the 
ten years subsequent to it. The annual average number of bar­
reIs carried {rom the United States in Spanish bottoms before the 
passflge of the act, was 39,780, whereas but 310 were thus cal'­
ricd in IR13, aflcl' it had bcon in (orce nine )'enrs, nnd it is be­
Iieved that none have been so carriod since that date, During 
the year 1849, as shown by La Balanza General del Comercio de 
la Isla de Ouba, the importation of flour into the Island was 
215,8371 barreIs, valued at 82,696,334¡. Of this, there carne 
from Spain, in Spanish vessels, 213,1300 barreis, worth 82,672,500; 
amI from the United States, in vessels other than Spanish, but 
797 hanels, worth $19,334¡. Not one barrel is shown to have 
been imported from the Ullited States in a Spanish vessel. 

• A Amall duty IIpon lhe vallle of Ihe fiollr, eslimaled al $12 5U per bnrrel, nna n bo­
lanza duly-i. e., a per cenlage on lhe duty, makes the duly on Americon f1our, in 
American bolloms, abonl $9 84i per barrel, 
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BUre us that our participation in this tl'ade would steadUy alHl 

-~ 
mensnrably inel'case with the populntion ntlfl resourees of Cuba; 
l1.11d sueh nmst inevitably have ucen tlle result unt 101' onr expe­
rilllent in retalintion. nut, in fact, our eXl'0I'ts Imvc almost stood 
sti11. Our OWIl '1'rensury statistics show the value of exports to 
Cuba for tIte year ending 30th June, 181H, to have boen $6,524,1 13, 
n A"nin ill snVIHlf.fllHl .Y(J:).I'R n/' $Hrtl,.I 1:1. (ll'"at Bl'il:aill 1I.IId t.lle 
(lollti'IIJlltal countl'iml tl'adillg witll Cuila, II.IIo)lted. 1111 l'ef,lI.litfll'Y 
measures to countervail her restrictiolls, and they have been 
grcntly hcnefltcfl hy 0111' ullwisc Iq~islat.inn, ns the following tahlo 
01' Culmn iml'orts 1()l' HH!I, will 1.0 solJle cxtollt, show: 

hnports in Spanislt ves,~cls. 
From Spain - $7,575,130 OG! 

United States 11,(H8 (lO
France 770,!l2U (lO
Great Britain 1!,:J45,2!l!l 00 
South America 1,(j70,74!l 00! 
Germany ­ 912,727 04 
Belgium ­ 323,2U'V 01 
Holland 17,104 00 
Denmark 320,2G(j Ol~ 

'1'otal valne 01' impOI'ts in f-:panish vessels - $1li,:WO,A11 OB.J. 
Deduet value of imports from ~pain _ 7,Uní, 1:30 ()B~· 

'1'he value brought in Spanish vesscls from coun­
tries other thall Spain _ _ _ $8,G!)1,7Jtt nI) 

Deduct imports in Spanish vessels from U. S. _ 11,048 (lO 

'1'otal imports in Spanish vessels from foreign 
countries othcr titan tlle United States - $A,6AO,66G 00 

From this it will be seell t.hnt t,he impOl'ts from tite United 
Sl.ntcs in Sprmish vesst:lR are hut $ll,O.IH, while they nHlfIllllt to 
$8,G80,(jGG in ~panislt vcsscls fi'olll other cuulltriel:l lill'oigll 1.0 
Spain. 

Assuming that Groat Britain's exports <lnring' tIlO last fisenl 
year cflllnlJcd thoso of tIlO year IA·in, (unr last Spnnish ofliciaI 
retul'lls,) OUI' f~XI'0lts cxecofl Ilfll'S ollly by $7 J:1,01 t::; t.11fl vallJe 01' 
ours being $(j,524,U:J, nnd that 01' bCl'S $!'i,BIO,B70, while 1'rom 
France the Cuban imports wero (184U) $I,2ú2,4ú7, alld fmm 
South America, $2,107,(j30. 

Before the passage of the act of 1834, Cubn obtained her rice 
almost exclusi vc1y fi'om our Soutltern States. It is suhject to de­
tcrioration amI f1uctuntion in priee. In 1849, the Cuban import 
of rice was 21,820,lG7 lbs., wOl'th $1,092,597, of which the value 
of $700,5G3 only carne from the United States. She now gets rice 
fhml V nlnllcia., South AHII\riflH, EI1~IaI1t1, BI':l.7.iJ, Ilollal1fl, HJul, 
even 1'l'Om tite free port 01' Sto 'J'lwIlIas, whcl'C it is carricfl in Ame­
rican vcssels from tite Uuitcd States, and brought thcIJce to Cuba 

in Spanish vesscls. What a commentary this upon cOllllnercinl 
restrictious 1 '1'he Cuban imports of cotton manufactures for the 
same period amoullted to $~,487,205, of which the value of aH 
imported from the United States was but $73,D31. 

Every traveHer who lands from the United States in Cuba, a 
voyage whieh may be performed in eight hours, is sensible at 
f111f\n nI' 1.110 wOllfled'ul t.l·nIlHit.inll i nutl t.he ~ront fenturo of the 
t1'allsif.ioll iN, f.lltl nusfJlWO uf ovm'y IlIing Amoricnlll !UIlI 1m is Hllr­
prised, while English, French and German goods and manufac­
tures nre evcrywherc secn, to discover so few of those of his own 
cuulltry. 

In enaeting the laws of 1832 and 1834, we seem lo have been 
guided rather by the consideration of what Spain was gaining 
than of what we should lose. '1'hey were unjust and ill-timed, 
and experience has thl1y shown their utter insufficicllCY to attain 
the end proposed. We then engrossed more of Cubao trade than 
aH the rest of the world united, aod forbearance 00 our part with 
restrictions which Spain could not relax towards us without re­
laxing them equal1y with other natioos, would have dooe more to 
affect their amelioration thao 11.11 the aggressive acts we might 
have passed. We have driven her merchants and traders to seek 
in the ports of France, Englanl1, the Low Countries, and Uussia, 
for a large class of products and manufactures whieh they would 
othorwise have obl.aillct1 lhllll liS. But 101' t1lis mistnkcn puliey, 
the Northern and Eastcrn manufactures generaUy would lmvc 
found thcir way to Cuba in Spanish bottoros i and a market of 
great and progrcssive value would have been opened for a large 
class of products of the Middle, Westero, and Southern States, 
which are now but rarely carried there. Spanish restrictions 
upon our vessels have the effect of confining them to the carriage 
01' the ordinary staples of provisions, because they pay the best i 
alld our l'cstl'ictions upon Spanish vessels dcprivc them of nU 
chance 01' a profitable invcstment in any branches 01' the trnde. 
Our agricultural nml manllfacturing intcrests are thl1s made to 
bca.r a hcavy loss to 10stCl' a sllla.1ll'0rtiofl 0(' the Rhipl'ing intercst. 

One reason formerly given fuI' fostering this interest viz: that 
our packets enjoyed a large passenger trade, in which it was un­
wise to permit Spanish vessels to participate-if it ever possessed 
allY Wf~i~hl., ha~ Im:1. il:, I-lilloe thiR hranch or trntlo is now wllOl1y 
cugl'Ossed hy our stcarncrs, wlaieh will continuo tu cngl'OSS it undct· 
any circumstances. Previous to the acts in question, Cuba main­
tained a trade with the Southern Atlantic and Gulf States, mu­
tual1y beneficia1. Tite South has but few vessels; and lIIany of 
the agricultural l'roducts of her farmers, which would yieltl a 
handsome prufit if their Spanish customers were permitted tu 
come for them, will not pay for transportation under the present 
restrictive system-and a market for them is therefore lost. 
Rl'auish Vllssols f.hat lilrmerly cnA"ngctl in this trndc, tnldng from 
t.lte ~outla livc stock, Itullbcr, salt, salt.fltl lish, hremlst.u/ls, l'Íec, cot.­
ton, &c., brollght in exchangc their frllits, coffee, segars, and othcr 
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