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ACQUISITION OF CUBA.

DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 19, 1850,

The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and
having under consideration the President’s Annual Message—Mr. KEITT said:

Mr. Caamuax: The expediency of acquiring Cuba has been brought promi-
neatly before us in the recent annual message of the President. For more than
thirty years, the instincts of the peog.l: of the United States have gathered
around that island, and have exacted from different Administrations assurances
of its conquest or purchase in certain politieal or social contingencies. That its
acquisition is surrounded with embarrassments, is true; but it would be strange
if any great object in life was attained without some risk ‘or sacrifice.

Is the importance of Cuba t0 us commensurate with the efforts necessary to
obtain and nld it! The answer to this inquiry will result from an examination
into its geographical poaition, its resources, and its political and commercial
connection with this country.

What is its geographical position! A glance at the map will show you that
Cuba is within easy reach of the coast of Florida—situated between that Stateand
the penivsula of Yucatan. It is the gate to the Gulf of Mexico, and commands
both it and the West India seas. It is so propizioual’y planted, that; in the
hands of a stroag naval Power, it would make the Gulf of Mexico a mare clausum.
Thus it keeps ward and paess over our commerce from New Orleans to New
York, and from New York and our other J)orh, through the Isthmus transit, to
our saions oo the Pacific coast. .And what is the value of that commerce?
It already reaches $50,000,000 annually, and is enluging with such rapid
strides that the resources of arithmetio will ultimately fail to compute it. °

qof the richest and fairest regions of the earth, too, uses the Gulf of Mexico as an .

outlet for its productions. The Gulf is the reservoir of the Missisaippi river
and all its magnificent tributaries; and hence it receives the almost fabulous
commerce of the region drained by these. The country thus drained, is equal
to half of Europe in extent, covering twenty-five degrees of latitude and thirty-
five of longitude on the great circles of the globe. It extends from the summit
of the Alleghany to the sammit of the Rocky Mountains, embracing climates of
every variety, and Eroductions of every kind. Already nearly ten millions of
people inhabit it. What intellect is audacious enough to predict how numerous
its population will yet be! The highwaya of commerce, too, are changing, and
the hoarded weaith of the East, now startled from the aleep of centuries, will,

Jin its trensit to the West, cover the waters of the Gulf of Mexico. You ma

unite the Atlantic aud Pacific shores with bands of iron, but this commerce wi
seek the Gulf; for water is the master of commerce. .

The geographical position of Cuba is also important to us in a military point
of view. Mr. Stevenson, in 1887, while Embassador at the Court of St. James,
in a letter to Mr. Forayth, Secretary of State, said that—

“ possession of a b time Power wou
mel;l;'::f a rotun:auoni‘:blhoynzﬁ‘ :rmzﬁ:iumluf pt, mmgmlﬂ?wl'ﬁh: a;!l:(e o?tiwa.ﬁbo

and Florida, and consequently the whole trade of the western Slates, besides deeply affectin
the interest 2nd u-.mquﬂny of the southern portion of the Union.” i &
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Mr. Buchanan, while Secretary of State, used the following language in his
instructions to Mr. Saunders, in 1848: ,

“Cuba, in the possession of Great Britain, or any strong naval Power, might prove rulnous
both to our foreign and d 1 , and even ger the uaion of the States.”

. John Forsyth said, in 1822, while at the Court of Madrid, that “the posees-
sion of Cuba gave the command of the Gulf of Mexico.” Mr. Adams, in 1823,
in bis instruction to Ar. Nelson, says: - i

* Its [Cuba] commanding position with reference to the Galf of Mexico and the West India
seas, Xc., gives it an importance in the sum of our nalional interests with which that of no
other forelgn territory can be compared.”

Lieutenant Dalilgren, an accomplished ofiicer of the Navy, in hijs report on
foriifications, says:

“ The true snd only key, however, to the defence of thess shores, and {0 the immense interest
there coilected, is the Havana, The island to which it belongs enters iis western extreme in
the Guif, leaving but two passa, for vessels, so narrow as o be commanded with the great-
est {acillty ; these are the great thoroughfares of trade and the mail steamers from New Orleans
to California and New York. Hence if the use of the Havana be eveu at the disposal of an
enemy while in the hands of 2 neutral Power, each and all ‘of these Interests could be wih
dificulty defended, even by a superior naval force, and never gasrantied agalust severe losses.
‘While from it, as & United States port, s squadron of moderaic size would cover the southeast
and Gulf coasts, protect the foreigan and {nshore truders, and secure the lines from New York
g: iey-grlun;m the Pacl,nle Btates by way of the Isthn its pauon wounld rily
Det ;.36]::-.3 o every- :xped tion, military or naval, preliminary to any attempt on the sonth-

The importance of the acquisitivn of Caba, in a military point of view, is
-somewhat disminished by the application of new motive power to vessels, and the
consequent -modification of the system of naval warfare. But still it is of great

.use 88 & muniment of protection to our southern coasts and pur inshore traders.

The expediency of acquiring Cuba is also eonnected with the question of her
resources, What are they? The Island of Cuba runs from east to west through
its main extent, and is computed to ba some seven hundred miles in length, with
a maximum breadth of seventy-nine miles, and a minimum one of twenty-three
miles. Its area is varionsly estimated between forty thousand three hundred
and eighty-eight and thirty-four thoussnd two hundred aund thirty-three square
miles. Of the thirty million aeven hundred and forty-one thousand acres in-
cluded in the superficies of the istand, there are not more than eight million
under caltivation. This comruhtion is founded upon the authority and figures
of Arboleya’s work on the Island of Cuba. ~ .

- The main agricultural productive energies of Cuba turn upoa the cultivation
of the suga-cane, coffec, tobacco, vegetables, and fruite, together with the breed-
ing of cattle, under our generic name of stock. The productions are the result
of the cultivation of sugar estates—in number, 1,485, of which 893 are worked
by steam; coffee plantations, 1,813 ; tobacco plantations, 1,102 ; fineas, or graz-
ing-farme, 9,950; estancies, or rural forms, 25,292, Arboleys, in his tables for

1852, ennmerates the productions of Cuba for that year as follows: .

Groas produce of sngar-house 24,000,089 78
GCoffee.......... easareenennas . iee. 2576,000 00
TODACCO. ccvtverrmvnnriasnssainssonsonsennn cee. 8,963,000 00
Other prodnets (of all kinds) frauita, ete... cees 4,850 000 00
Potatoes and beans. ............... . leﬁi.% 88

Other tnciden S
Sugar eanes (for market)..

548,000 00
16,200 60
Casava (sort of hominy). £6.0:0 00
g_mchdmd ------ ngg.%gg
o.n“ Ly t

Cotton ( ..... ) . £00,000 00
Cocoa 15.000 00
Rice.. 750,000 00
Bago. ... .......s 80,000 00
Palma Corista oil. | 40000 00
Exported wood and 800,000 00
der....... 60,000 00
Consnmption of .. 1,000,000 00
Wood for Tuel. ehsasiasee st taeaanar et e e aaan 1,000,000 00
Mineral coal... erenrreaneneiene 280,000 00
Strawhnts. . ...... .. .._....... S T T 11 160,000 00
Other products DOt CAICUEALEA. .. covueeveerennrarenssonnanorsanscans, sasnsansn 150,522 00
Total agricultural products of the Year......c.civesiveernecitessaccconcasntanes 53,014,000 78

<.

- o -

Denmark....ecveieennnns 453

] . . 88,876 .
z:memnd’ ........... 69,023 5‘;% ' :75 72&
Bucsinen sad Normay.- .18 259, 659 238,
Austria, .. 188, 036 138,
Warekouse. .. . 457,010 . T,

5" o

The total animal prodacts of the same year, (185%,) he enumerates as fol-
Jows: For the bovine races, $20,652,732; for the equine races, $7,867,010; for
other aniinals, $5,247,350: total, 333,567,092 A

A more reliable expouent, however, of the wealth of Cubs, will be found in
su examination of the imports and exports of the island. The followisg is an
authentic tablé for the year 1853: :

$27,750,600 $531,210,405 959,000,

But large as these tables are, they do not represent the full commercial
transactions of the island. To prove that the actual value of the commerce of
the island reaches a higher figure than that stated above, it is sufficient to aay
that it does not include the amount represented by the introduction of slaves;
nor is allowance made for the system of bribery in universal use among the
fiseal agentsof the Government. Saco, the best informed Cuban whom I know,
sets down the number of slaves clandestinely introduced, at ten thousand a
year. These, at 3400° each, the minimum price, represent a commereial tran-
saction of $4,000,000 per annum. .

The general system of smuz?ling, which is notoriously known to exist in the

rts of .Cubs, and the equally notorious tendency to willful and convenient

lindpess on the part of the fiscal agents, warrant the best informed writers in

calculating the amount.cut off from the lawful revenue at one-fourth of the .

whole amount ; or, in round numbhers, at’$17,000,000. .

Now, the official returns give, for imports and exports, & basis of commereial
transactions, reaching the sum of §59,000,000, adding to wbich the probable
$21,000,000, represented by the trade in slaves, the process of emuggling, and
the briberies of cqntraband; we have a fair hypothesis of a total commerce,
amouunting to $80,000,000. Yet a large number of people go further, aud
maintain a still bolder opinion. Some think that the commercial transactions

of Cuba reach the bone fide amount of §100,000,000 per annun. ‘They aseert .

upon a esleulation on the duration of & slave’s life and labor in Cuba, and the
demauds of the plantations and smaller farms, that more than ten thousand
slaves are introduced every year. .

They also contend that the necessaries of life introduced b{ Spanish vessels
represest ninetcen and one-half per cent.; that the less nseful articles by the
same vehicle, represent tweuty-three acd one-half per cent. By foreign ves-
sels, that the former stand at twenty-seven and one-half per cent. and the latter
at thirty three and onehalf per cent. The productions of Spnin, under the
foreign flag, pay fourteen and one-half per cent., whilst the same articles, under
tlie natioual flag, pay but seven and onehalf per cent In addition to which
there is, in every case, a balanze or equilization duty of one per cent. They
consider the ad valorem duties of the tariff as exorbitant; especially as the
appraisemcnts of that tariff are frequently twice as high as the actual original

rice. The necessary consequence is, that many articles of merchandize are
geld to pay to the custom-house eighty, one hundred, or even one hundred and
twenty per cent. on its value under the color of entrance duty in the island.
Such abuse in the administration of the government, they maintain, compel tha
most honorable merchants to resort to amngling and fraud. There is not,
therefore, due accuracy in the returns of the Government. .

The resources of Cuba are daily incrcasing, too, under the impetus of
improved communications A web of railroads is spreading over the izland;
and, under their inspiration, highcr energies are awakened, new enter-
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Eﬁm stimulated, and vast accessions of wealth introduced. There are three
undred and eighty-six miles of railroad completed, or under contract, and
intercommunication is now easy thronghout the western department of Cuba.
The eastern and central departments are still almost inaccessible; but, they,
too, are now trembling under the march of events, and the almost impossibili-
ties of communication will soon yield to the spirit of civilizing improvements.
How great the wealth which will follow in the track of these facilitles, our
western regions attest. So great are the resources of Cuba now, and under the
double influence of increased commnnications, and the established. ascendency
of l1aw and order, their argumentation in the future is almost unlimited.

The political and commercial connection between Cuba aad the United States
is of great importance, and caunot be safely overlooked inthe caleulations of our
policy. The traditions of the Republic for almost half a century, and the lineal
and unbroken policy of each succeeding Administration, for more than thirty
years, attest the delicacy and importance of this connection. Thae leaders of
all parties and all Administrations of the United States, have agreed to the im-
portance of acquiring Cuba, and have declared that this Republic would pot
allow the transfer of the island from Spain to any other European power. So
highly did the Government value the political connection between Cuba and
the United States, that John Quiney Adams, in 1823, while-Secretary of State,
said, in his instructions to Mr. Nelson, then Minister to Madrid, that the island
'was necessary, even to preserve the Union.

Mr. Everett, in a confidential dispatch to the Secretary of State, in 1827, said
he had informed the Spanish Minister of State, “that it was with the United
States a settled principle that the island (Cuba) must in no event pass into the
possession or under the protection of any European Power other than Spain.”

Mr. Van Buren, in-1829, in his instructions to Mr. Van Ness, said :

“The Government of the United States has always iooked with the deepest interest upon
the fate of those islands, but particularly of Cuba. ~Ita geographical position, which piaces it
almost within sight of our southern shores, and, as it were, gives it the command of the Gulf
of Mexico and the West India seas, its safe aud eapacious harbors its rich prodactions, the
exchange of which, for onr surpius agricuitural products snd manunfactares, constitutes one of
the most extsnsive and vaiuabie branches of our foreign trade, render it of the utmost impor-

tanee to the United States that no change should take place in its condition which might in-
Juriously affect our political and commercial standing in that quarter.”

Mr. Stevenson, in 1887, in his letter to Mr. Forsyth, said that, in confidential
conversation with Lord Palmerston, he had reminged him of the declaration of
our Minister to the French Government, in 1826, *that the United States could
not see with indifference Porto Rico and Cuba pass from Spain into the pesses-
sion of any other Power.” :

In 1840, Mr. Foreyth, than Secretary of State, instructed Mr. Vail, our Minis-
ter to Spain, in these words:

“ The United States have long iooked with no siight degree of soiicitude to the poiitical con-
dition of the Island of Cuba. Iis proximity to our shores, the extent of its commerce with ns,
and the similarity of its d tic institati with those prevsiling in portions of our own
country, combine (o forbid that we shoanld iook with indifference upon any occurrences con-
nected with the fate of that island. The Spanish Government has often been apprised of the
wishes of the United States, that no otber than Spanisk domination should be exercised over
it, and scarcely need be toid that our policy, in that respect, has undergone no ¢change.”

In the same dispatch he says, in relation to the. oce?ation of Cuba by Greab

Britain, in either ¢f the two modes which he suggested as likely to be resorted
to by the latter Power:

“ Whether attempted to be brought about by one or the other of the meaus alluded to, or by
any other process, the United States can never permit it. The Spauish Government is to bear
in mind this fixed resointion on our part, and be giveu to understand that it is takea upon iong
and mature deliberation, and at ali costs, to govern the conduct of the United States.”
Again, he says upon this subject: -
“8hould you have reasom to suspect any design, on the part of Spain, to tranafer voluntarily
her title to the isiand, whether of ownership or possession, and whether permaueut or tempo=
rary, to Great Britain or any other Power, you will distinctly state (bat the [Jnited States will

prevs’m it at all hazards, as they will any foreign military pation for any pretext whatso-
ever.

Mr. Webster, in a confidential dispatch to General Campbell, United States
consul at Havana, in 1843, said:

&

eram hes of this Gov-
been in possession of the polioy and wls

orum“‘ The S - g g Cnb:n"dl:l:;]‘;‘:a never ohmg:l, and has beempenec'l'l);:gg ;;..: ptl;:

'l:h:ll:(;l étl:t: %‘orror would permit the occupation of that aland by British agen brees up

lvpretaxtvhnuouu.!’....,..“ e e e .

In 1844, Mr. Upshar, in his inetructions to Mr. Irving, said: —
w In the event that §patn shall 50 far yleld to l.h:&reunre upon ber, as to coucede to Gre

ver the
Britain any controi over Cuba, the fact will necessarily have an {mportaat influenes o
pollcy of this Government.” . .

Mr. Buchanan, in 1848, in- his instrictions to Mr. Saunders, thus defined the
poeition of the United States in respect to Cuba:

 But we can never oonsent that this island sball become & colony of any other Enropean

Pow trong naval Power, it might prove ruinous
bothet:; :rn ég:ng:ue l‘:gn‘otGreat ero. “n::ye:en 5 the union of the States. The
o

l fety ; and aotin;
ndentnation 18 to previde for its own se A
ke o mdx-i““lt ?: ‘zvz{:hv;x dtgg%‘rm lied to resist the acquiaition o&r 0:;); :Jy. :3; powerh&
nvommnut:‘l: Bu'tlec, grlt:h all the meana which Providence has p aood' at o KN

Mr. Marcey, the late Secretary of State, in his instructions to Mr. Buchanan

n-1853, said: , .

(Coba. They .
reaso feei deeply Interested in the destiny of
w;l.ll;%l‘v:-l;ynsent ;.it.:h t:i?::lfe‘:dg‘:me: of me?ligrveﬂnﬁmgs. ?‘l;. t: ::lz &th‘:: flodrilngél,
et to seo foreign Powers interfere 10.5! rv
md ;f;%vﬁ:'fe.'?ﬁm too rnrmisnble to be oa're‘r?)mo b{- .Spnm erselt. )
To Mr: Soulé, he says:- L ‘
- th Unlhd Blatea would resist, at every bazard, the mmn%r::;eertg'(i\:b’:rmy_
Ean'hlle e&l they. would exceedingly regret to see Spain reno_d Boul ! hyl B ot
Pro aph lgmh r n{la over it.- Suoh a dependence on foreign ai 'lntar'fere Boct Lves e,
hn“nuce el thechmaterpf a protector, and give it a.-pretext to ore L o e tha
e e e o o o ok A o, I o2, T
war WO
gﬁ‘f’ m“’é’:}:’:’é}’ ur:‘:'litngofﬁi £ it were the absolute possessor of it.”

I will only add the testimony of Mr. Jefferson. In & letter to Mr. Monroe, '
8ated 24th of October, 1823, he says:

additlon which

\ od on Cuba as the most Interestin

m:x‘dc:ﬁlg?ﬁ%'.}aﬁ"x:gwg:m p’I‘he am:huol Jg&h& ‘:'l:ld‘{:hm ::1%; rmlrl:;’gu::hn
F exico, and the

ti:,hl':dw‘a'ﬁunlg ::o‘:h%‘:twlsegudfo:fmnfo lt?o;ould Al up the measure of our political well

being.” .
Thus have the efforts of successive Administrations and the resources of

dfplomacy concurred to illnstrate the political importance of the acquisition ’

of, Cuba.

Our commercial connection with the island is no less suggestive and imposaing.

in 1853, amount.:ld, in r:md‘
i f the fiscal agents o
00,000, 88 derived h:om .tbe returns o . e
g;z:igeir: ttlfe glzfd. It has been steadily increasing since then ; and with

=)
®
B
2,
<
5
g
B
]
e
£
]
=]
g
g
B
!
=
Q
&
»

fotters struck from our commerce with ber, no one can caloulate the point to.

which it would ascend. Nor is this commerce limited to gnyt.porﬁon of the

Confederacy ; every interest and every State are embraced 1:!11 ldul of atidien
"There were imported into Cubs, in 18583, the following schedule

with their value according to the reveaue tariff:

PTW"".O"f- $2,6881,841 00
" 9"

78 DA WINES.....coosesssasonsnnenasaanrossrscrsonsnatod s

ng:g (salt, Jerkod, &o)..reoone %
roceries ... direaaanse

ts. ®

ralns.
TFisheries . . . - ... %

Manufactures.
Cotton shirtings and BEOME + o anseennsecorennnros@ensneares
T.inens and clotbs . . ..




comp———— e

cr e

‘ L  Miscellaneous. S
11 b‘ . B M .
Motalg oo Dolding materiale : 2 ae 0% 08,
. e . 3
Baiirocd maierisis. 1111 1 o7
Sugar-house and engl‘no MAlOTiRlS , ... .sonon s 291!6’.,1‘2; %
Artisies not I the precoding divisions ... ....ouee onrm oo, 6,063,876 60

“Thus Cabs imported ih 1863, provisious to the value of.8] 270 ; mann-
fué:res, 8’1.053,1§2i;‘ and other Erticles, 89.27’1,9%(‘)!: ue of 811'8?&270.
0 auy aneé look over this‘ schedule of imports aiid say that every i
aud every State in the Union is‘not' deeply: ihtl)ezeato; inﬂo i:‘:mieeY :r:{hl%\‘)m'
Hare the South-and West no interest:in the -twenty millions of provisions.and
uretals and lumber annuslly imported! Have the North no interest: ir the’

seven millions of mancfactures annually carried into the island? Of the whole -

importation, amountidg to-§27,789,800, the United Strtes ri :
or %vithin‘s fmction'-r:fgone fourth. 00’ ¢ mited cont.nbutesa,'lw,.’)'as,,
e are deeply interested, too, in.the exports from Cuba. These, i
;qinoll:l;lﬁeg in valne to $3l,2l'0:405; of :Yl?ch the United Stat:se,::c:isv?;i'
2, m.ﬁ?:m otli] l:?;}i;%.:n-" third. In that year‘the fn.)ll‘owing. wers the el:uef

Leaf tobacco
’m'es:e»arearﬁeié which cheer the homes of eve ade of populatio ithin '

the limits of the Republic. Smite’ Cuba from the ;yeo%mphy opl?l:he‘-‘wo:l;:a::‘

how much.of comfort wonld be abstracted from the people of every portion of

" our Confederacy ?

But it is not alone in the articles of export and import that" oncerns os
Weare -deeply interested in the mode in-‘xv'}::oich- commegce-is c;ng:;bt:g;"me&e‘:::ri?e
come the.vessels iu which these productions are carried from oms “port fo
auother? ';'he-ﬁolloylpg table gives a significant. answer, and tells the interest
we have in il: Brazilian 2; Italian 6; Russian 7; Austrian 8: Spapish Amerj- .
esn 13; Prassian 17; Sweedish and Norwegian 17 ; Danish 20 : Netherlands 24.;
Belgian 45; HanseaticTowns 57 ; French126 ; English 348 ; Spt'mish 901 ; United.
Sta.tes 2,307. Out of a.tot.al of 3,918 merchant vessels engaged in 185;!’ in cax
ing the exports and inports of Cuba, the United States contributed 2,307

e total amount of tonnage for that year was 718,330. The tonnage of the
Spannish vessels was 162,877 ; of foreign vessels 550,483. The proportion of .
the United States can only be approximated, as there are no complete data.
According to the returns'made to the Treasury Department, the commerce of
the United States with Cuba for 1851 and 1853 was carried on in shipping,
rated as follows: Cleared the United States, Americen vassels, 254,018 tons;
foreign, 20.105. " Eatered the United States, American vessels, 249,301, tons!

, 38, ns, us dee impli i ith C ia
th:';hﬁrge and l'hl{cﬁasing brnnchpo¥' indgnltgyt.ed & our commerce with Guba i,

e geographical position, resources, sn litical and commerei i
of Cuba with the United States, thus unfoldpghe importance of a:c:}:li:ﬂ:gh :l:?:
island. That thereare drawbacks T readily acknowledge; butare they superior
to the advantagesi The character of these -drawbacks will be seen from au
éxamigation into the character of the population; the interior economy-of the
ialand, and the atfitue of foreign Powers. .- Cuba is divided into three depart- ’
ments; the western, oentral, and. sastern. The population .of. the western de- -
partment, according to the latest estimates, numgers: whites, 225,500; free
colored, 88,300; slaves, 320,500. The middle or centrsl departmen't: w,hifaee.
153,000; freg-colqyeg:l,_- 42,5005 slaves; - 50,500; and-the eastern departmeny: °
whites, 87,060; freg ¢olored, 74,770 ; slaves; 65,100, " These tables give an ag-
gregate of population : whites, 465 560; of . free colored, 205,570; of. slaves,
436,100. The-total population; 1,107,236; There are conflicting statementa

T

- the islan
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but they’do not vary very materially. The American Statistical Annual for -
1852 put the- population st 1;218,130; thus sub-divided: whites, (native and
European,) 605,560; free colored, 205,570; slaves; 486,100. o
-In 17175, the population of the United States, without the g.mde of ‘& census, -
wus'estimated at folly 8,000,000, In that year the population of Cuba wea:
170,870. Our 1ast census, in 1850, ehows our population to be-23,000,000; in °
round numbers, According ‘to the -indications of- bills of mortality, and the :
working of the principles on which the new sciepce of social etatistics is based—:-
sl of tgem eontmllgg by the laws of modern hygiene, as well as of political
economy—QCuba, with o deduction for the intrusive addition of our-emigrant
laws-to our own- population, and by the rule of proportion, should show, for the
period we have traversed, an increase of population smbunting to 1,803,333.
This populat.ion‘in distributed under three divisions, fenced roum} with strong
distinctions. Thé lowest division consists of the colored t_populu.lon, the large
majority of which are slaves. The second is made up of free men; but men
who represent the most motley ‘and heterogenous componnds imaginable in the
class ofp hybridism. . A score of antipodal castes; a score of conflicting human
elements; a scora of clashing, not blending characters, and types, de. facto con- -
stitute this Cuban social organization, in which the European Spaniard rudely -
taboos thie natives and owners of the soil, and claims and exercises precedence °
over the disinherited filius terre, and even over the foreigners, protected b
pretended treaty stipulations, and settled in the island, with their fnmilg -
mixtures -of ‘every dpe{reé of perentage. The third, and what they call the
“hierar¢hy "—the highest class of society in the order of rank and stat:on-—is .
composed of the large laudholders, the wealthiest merchants, and the principal
functionaries of the colonial government. Most of these—Creoles in a large -
number excepted-—move in perfect accord with, and due subserviance to, the
political views, intents, and interests, of Spain. ) o
It is objected that the number of free negroes in the island would make its
incorporation-into our Confederacy troublesome, if not-dangerous. Itis yet to
be revealed that the African ean withstand the domination of the anglo-Norman -
race; or that he will not readily lapse-into appropriate submissiveness. If Cuba >
were acquired, this popnlation would be tractable and safe, or its residence: in
qdit.erml'mmd. In no event could it oceasion serious social disturbance. -
No tenable objection can be derived from the laws which regulate slavery in -
Cuba. No matter how stringent, or even savage, they may be, they would im- *
mediately be relaxed, under the infloence of our system. It ie a distinetive °
peculiarity of the anglo-Norman race that it fixes ita impress upon every people 7
with whom it comes into contact: This is, in en eminent degree, the peculiarity
of ‘the people of the United States. Through the living entail of blood they !
have-inherited the essential elements of character which distinguished eaeh sub- °
division of the Caucasian race; and thus they assimilate others to them with -
greater-facility. Under the alchemy -of this influence, our system of slavery
would easily gesubstituted for that of the Spanish in Cuba. :
But is thesystem of slavery in the island es severe and barbarous as it is often -
represented tobe! In speaking of the servile population of Cuba, the Chevalier _
Ing:é, with the experience of twenty-five years residence in the island, says:
“The condition of the slave at the p t day is { p
years ago. Indeed, minor-inlaw ls positively better efad, fed, and treated [n the colony -
than he ever had been before. The obrious iiterest which the master feels In his preservation,
incressing in proportion with the difficuity of fraudulently introducing his brethren, has re-;
sulted in the fact, that the physicat condition of the alaveis infinitely more comfortable in Cuba, ,
more humane in fact, than that enjoyed by white men, so styled free, though they may be
crowded in the £ ing dungeons, st in motion by steam, over the civilized world.”

This. is the testimony of a European. a high public functionary in Cubs, and
one imbued with all the prejudices which m:ly be legitimately ascribed to one
of ‘his class, against the institution of negro slavery. .

The interior administration of the island interposes no difficulties to its acqui-
sition, but rather facilities for it. The administration of justice, even at the .
present day, is a miserable farce.  There are tribunals to inquire into the con-
cerns of those who have the exclusive right of resorting to them—such as the .
military, the provincial militia, the seamen, the officera of the fise, the post
office, the clergy, the nobles, and the individuals belopging, ad honorem, to the

bly better than it was s few

.
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royal household of Spain. Thus justice ia subservient to the titled'and wealthy,
while the obscure and indigent are the victims of oppression. The.power of

the Captain General also runs through all the interior sdministration of the .
island  During the period of his suthority he enjoys, from Spain, the rank of
field mershial, as well aa the dignity of the vice royalty. Consequently both -
the exchequer and the navy of the island are under hia control, althongh thera ;
are both an adwirsl and an‘intendant appointed nominally to manage under

The central anthority of the island is now but a modification of what was |
formerly the ancient oftice of the Captain General, whilst his secretaryship has .
been eonverted into a real government machins, which extends over t.i
of Cuba. In comsequence of this change, tlie civil sacretary genersl is the soul -
of the great administrative institution, whilst the military secretary, who was

‘formerly his superior in the official hierarchy, has de facto sunk below his con- "
frere, and takes cognizance of none but military affairs, or of such as are directly |
connected with his department. . -

The x.-esult of this state of things is, that the civil secretary general is a sort .
of president of the Cuban csbinet, having nnder his control the heads of di- -
visions, ereoted into ministers for the various branches of the administration
confided to them. At the apex of this organization is the Captsin General, the
supreme head of the State, without whoee positive will nothing can be decided
and nothing performed in the colony. Like his sovereign, he has the right of -
pardon to felons, &c., condemned by the tribunals of the country, and of put- -
ting bis veto even on such royal ordinances 8s he may deem detrimental to pub--
lic interest. Indeed, he is so far and so thoronghbly the representative of the
sovereign power, that he is invested with the prerogative of the aiter ego, and, :

like her Catholic Majeslg, possesses the power of: estopping the action of the ;
a8

laws that control the Castillian monarohy whenever, in his wisdom, be. may -
deem it expedient temporarily to suspend fbeir course. And ye, if we happen
to bave the alightest difficulty with tie insular administration; if the innamer=
able abuses which daily grow out of its action or decisions should press upon -
our bonor or our interests, this mgrme representative of the supreme authorily .
of Spain has no power to abate the abuse, safegnard the honor, or indemnig
the interesta. '“We have nothing to do with this,” is the snswer given to :
American representatives; ‘“you must go to the mother Government” across..
the Atlaatic, through the intricacies, the delays, and the subterfuges of foreign
departments, the only resort left to us for the redress of now accumulated
wron, > . Yoo '

Thus, the administration of justice is econfined to the privileged, and the.,
hierarchy of power excludes the large majority of the natives from distinction .,
and authority. A moral phalanx of opposition, consisting of the planters and
traders of 1_:he secondary rank, and many of the inferior oﬂioe-holdl:ru, has thus”,
been constituted; powerful through its numbers, talents, and energy—an op- .
position, however unuttered and unspoken, from the fact that they cannot.;
command the voice of a dpress to comment on the doings of a superior authority,
s dark, remorseless, and irresponsible as ever was the tribunal of the dreaded
Ten within the limits of Venice. These, with the large body of the Creoles— :
the white cln:ldren of the soil, who are excluded by the iron policy aund the
- hoary .des;{otlsm of Spain; the white sons of the soil, who are goomed to live .
undistinguished, with a brand and mark of inferiority on their brow, “unless.
they bave learned to betray”—these are the progressives and revolutionists of
the island; who, in bitterness of heart and brokenness of apirit, await some day ’
of daliverauce. o )

But the administration of the island- illustrates its oppressiveness most sig-
nally in the expenditures of the public revenue. Authentic tables show that
t.he receipta into the treasury of the island for 1849, 1850, 1851, and 1852, consiste "
ing of the revenue and special deposits, amounted to the sum of 53,991,714, -

this sum, $3,219,804 was expended in the cost of collection; $1,271,187 in the
cost, of public worship; and $626,713 for the administration of justice; while *
$21,913,951 wers expended for the supgort of the army, and $7,122,9786 for that .
of the navy. Cau suy one look at this table of expenditures and aay that °
Egm holds Cuba otherwise than in the iron grasp of power! Her spies sre in

08t every household to catch the first whisperings of revolt, and she has
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tmore than thirty thonsand soldiers there to tread the people down into subjes-
tion. This is tZe administrative economy of the Island of Cuba. There is
nothing, then, in the population or Government machinery of the island to
seriously embarrass its acquisition, - . T

Have we anything to apprehend from Great Britsin aud France in our efforts
to acquire Cuba! We can acciuire it,only by ome of two modes: purchase or
conquest. If S%ain wounld sell the island, the great.Powers of Europe counld
not igterfere.. But will Spain sell Gubal There is no probability that she
will, becausa Cnba is one of her sources of revenue, especially for the mainte-
nanee of her navy, the support of her ¢olonisl defence, and the defrayal of her
diplomatic and consular service on the continent of Ameriea. The great fami-
lies of Spain, also, have large. estates in the island, and her beggared nobility
are eent there to repair their shattered fortunes You must remember, too, the
declaration of Luzuriaga, iu the Spanish Cortes, that “Spain can_never either
alieuate or sell Cuba under any conditions or terms, becanss sach sale wonld
be tantamount to the barter of her ionor.” Against eale, also, the traditions '
and the pride of Spain protest. Protest those traditions, still-instinet with the
grandeur of that period when the Spanish- empire was o world-wide that Ar-
gensola, in' dedicating his splended chronicles to the monarch, could with jus-
tice say: “I depose this work at the feet of your majesty, over whose domin-
ions the sun never sets.” Protests that pride, as haughty now as on the day
when Grimaldi told the minister of victorions France, urging Spain to sell Lou-
isiana to us: “The king, my wmaster, is accustomed to conquer and defend ter- -
ritories at the point of the sword, but to sell them, never.” No; Cuba will not
come to us by purchase. 7

Can we acquire it out.of the condition of purchass, without war with Great
Britain and Francei They have ompscted with Spain to guaranty and main-
tain her sovereignty ever the territory of the island; and the gathering of their
navies in the waters of the Gulf and West India seas, ‘indicats no disposition to
recede from the guarantee. ‘The proposition was made to us to enter into this
compact, but it was rejected by Mr. Fillmore's administration. In connection
with this question, we must slso recollect thia declaration made by a public
functionary of the Netherlands, Chevalier Lobé, in 18561 .

“In Europe, France and Eugland already stand forth ss visible instrnments of Providence ; V
for, united as one man, they have assigned bounds o the ambition of the Czar. In dmerica,

those Powers, aa they have declared in the face of the world, will also malntain the principies
of impartial and sevare justice, shielding the weak againsi the vi and the pla of i
iquitous invaders.” - ’ . - :

" As if in proof of this declaration, Lord Clarendon, about the same time, said
in the British Parliament, in substance, *‘that action should not be eircum-
seribed by Earope, but that snch protective action, resolved upon by England -
and France, by virtue of their elose and cordial alliance, should be extended .
over the whole globe.” In view of this declarstion of Lord Clarendon, Cheva-
lier Lobé furthersays: = .. . .0 . .- . . . :

“ We respectfuily be and Fran nations, which seo or .
publicly huonvzx lnguﬁ:rx l:::;tleseegce l?’d:‘oo:l'g ‘:‘uo"M timents, wcllzr:“' der -
the fato which the cabinets of 8t, Pelersburgh and Washington have in stara for the nations
of the Spanish race on the American continent” - i :

But there are mysteries of policy which liebehind the stipulations of tresties' .
and the declarations of ministers, and which shed light upon this inquiry’
Louia Napoleon is striving to create and establish a splendid colonial empire' -
by enslaving and binding together the Weet India Islauds. To do this, he must
hem in, or eripple the power of the United States; and this he hopes to accom-
plish through the cogperation of Great Britain. With a splendid tropical em- .
pire, he would be the rival of the United States in the markets of the world, -
and would clutch the sceptre now passing into our-hands. With his power

" congolidated, and every region tributar{to him, Ris arm would be invincible.
t

Moscow has already been avenged in
its day of retribution. : o
The policy of Great Britain in resisting our occnpation of Cuba, is only ex- .
plicable upon the theory of eubservieneg to France. In fifty years ber vast
colonial possessions in {{e East will be a‘-*ikgn from her grasp ; and she caunot |
redress the balance of her power by increasing ber empire on thia continent.

e Crimea; Waterloo would then find

'




A AT

2.0

e IR R

e A A o et i s P e 4 Sl oA

A i

12

. Her reatless and embroiling diplomacy, too, is fast. wrraying the world against -

her. During the last twenty years she eeems fo have even lost sight of the
end of: diplomagy, which is-to keep up the relations of peace and ward off the
chances of war.
press upon.them. Reconviling interests with honor, and in fairness its object
should ¢onstantly be to avoid, within human power, anything that may drive
Governments to resort to the ultima ratio—the ever dangerous logic of war--
fare. The mind of every ]
a resort to force is the penalty of national wrong; and that it becomes lawful

only when all peaceful efforts to vindicate the right and to secure redress have :

proved abortive. . .

Bat, is this theory realized in British diplomacy? How often do we find her.
agents not quenching the flames, but applying the incendiary torcht How-
many questions have arisen which the finger of British diplomaey has touched,
for no other purpose, it wonld seem, but that of bristling it with difficulties?

There are exceptions, it is true, and the United States cheerfully testifies to one

i the person of the British Minister at* Washington. e connects the present

with the earlier past of British.diplomacy, when its character and spint were

widely different, and its"annals bore the record of high aad brilliant names.
But it is none the less true that Eagland for a quarter of a century, has set up
and pursued a system of armed diplomacy. Nor-is it less true that she is ar«
raying the world againsther, Weare her naturalally, and why should she resist
our occupation of Cuba at the hazard of war! The answer can only be found
in ber cordial alliance with France, and her subservience. to the latter Power. :
" And have we not causes of war with Spain sufficient to justify us in the judg-
ment:of history? Heve not our rights been invaded; our honor touched, and
our fleg insuited, while.all redress hagbeen denied? Our commercial relations
with the-island sre vital and complicated; and yet the system of its administra- -
tion is so adjusted as lo embarrass us at every point. Nor, while the present.
system of: administration contibues, is it poeaib?: to avoid difficultiea con-.
sequenee of our intimate relations with the island, and the special powers exer- -
" cised by the Captain General, it would seem that in general matters of business, -
and in particular cases of emergency, approach to him should be conceded to-
our consular-representative at Havana. And yet such is not his prerogative.
One of the long standing subjects of: the just complaints of our Government, .
is the obstinate refusal to allow our consul direot access, in official intereourse,
to the supreme authority of the colony. '

If this be ever done, it is done ex gratia, and not in deference to a right se-
cured to him by the comity of nations and our treaty compacts. I have said
that the position of the Captain General over the island, is tbat of & supreme *
ruler over any other Government. By asystem of inference, if not of parallel,
he seems to (hink, that as the representative of one Government, accredited o
another, does not directly address the chief of the State, but approaches him
throogh the chanuel of his minizter, so the consular agent of the United States
has no right immediately to commuuicate with him; but that he must do so
vicariously through the medinm of his colonial secretary. And yet there seems
to be a distinction made in behalf of the British consul, who, unless I greatly
err, 1enjoys the special privilege of a direct official intercourse with his vice
royaslty. .

But ot only in the form and right of communication is this distinction made
between our and other consular agents. It is likewise-and offensively. extend-
ed to the very title which our Government sees fit to invest its consular repre-
sentative at Havana. In order to understand the injustice of a course o strik-
ingly derogatory, both to the commercial importance and dignity of the United
States, we must refer back to the growth of foreiga commerce with the island
of Cuba. It ie barely thirty-four years since a public act of Ferdinand VII
opened that commerce to the world, in spite of the obstacles and intrigues of
tire commercial boards of the Peninsula. Previous to that period, the ports
and the territory of the island had been walled up against the commereial con-
tact of nations, under the unrelaxing rigors of a monopoly, solemnly as it was
shamefolly sanctioned by the congress of Utrecht. But with the prevalence
of the more liberal spirit, and sounder views of such functionaries as Aran
and Ramirez, Eogland aad France and the Netherlands, in 1824, and subse-

A}

Especially is it its duty to smooth asperities ;- at least, not to. .

ent should be thoroaghly imbued with theidea that -
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mﬁonmll general at Havana.

. in our ports. We Wi
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i f .2 com-
" quently, })reued.fomra to Ahis new avenue of trade, and by virtue of & 6of

paraﬁve reedonr of commerce, secnred the privilege of -sending md mnmtmn-
: ‘nation; and. parti -the United States, ’

is pri is to every: other nation, snd. psrucnlgrl):‘t ited ]

i« :I‘IPr;;‘Aeg:r;i’auntl ;)enied. . # We will,” says Spain, “allow )‘ou.t.o»tn\ig:

n our P IY jn- our colonial terirtories, -allow you -to &pp< t
tsand of the property of your.citizens; but this permission

‘ : ! i o‘ then. 0 - - - - - » M
" aust ll):n’.vouehmfod with such distinetions and discriminations as we meor

. twenty-four vessels, with au extravaga t
: ::3 hundred tons; whilst she contemptuously refuses it to

-to impose. Congress may creats thie office: of -consul genera
El:l::ed t:ulrmPreaidenl;,n;:ur the disehorgz of his.duty, ws eomnmsxonw : tfn?n o
ner,nlyforthe «gvenfaithfol’ city; but your sgent shall not con:;_t ithin &2
g:allz, he shall not receive his exequator underany otl}er l:at.l‘a th::l :ne plata
et Y- -ﬁtl:‘ ‘l:.nfd bm:f:ygli cousit:lv?f oﬁ:n:e,e;‘:lnglngd, and tbe
intended, . not for yo ut for o 1 )
;::hgrla'nda” ‘s;Z v‘;'lo ; #ic jubeo; stal pro ratione Wémf Sosin translated
Such, sir, would seem to be the import of the conduct of Sp i A
into words. This im&lied insult to our-importance .and dignity

island.

d i 000,000;
in one hundred and twenty-six vessels, contrived to halt up to §5,000,

fhr:::%r' l-:lf:e i]nit.ed States, 'MptZsented- by two tho.mnﬁ'l thret: l:::dred“rm:t:
soven vessels, awelled it to $19,000,000. Yet Spain sl owl:ic B o hocor
consul genernl, which may be an empty honor, but one for w. h,fe Esir" onor
thonghgit be, we ought to “cavil with her-on the glqt.hd pa'rtd-o S'l:e et
matter of right. She allows it to them, while to us it s eme.t R el
to the.Netherlands even, while to us it is denied. S}m dlo‘wis ld o e B o
hnds,‘the whole valne of whose annual commerce with the islan

* the actual cost of many a one of the fifteen hundred sugar plantations which

i i ibutive to her
i tivity, through our consumption, meke contri
treasom e::;rpr;l:a‘:l?o:s i'tl {o the Ngeh&herli.:;i‘s, lwnt:lhe; $lxuaa!;'po::-st.; :i :f:,fg&d ;gcyl
v - s to .0 3

her exports of $246,661, making up the pitifal total of §385,588, repren asard -

nt caloulation of twe e St;.tgs,

i 2 y fted to and fro

ith: thei 000 of imports and $12,000,000 of exports, wal

gﬁtv?:llxmmh:ee hundpr:d'and seven v-eluls.v!t.h their two bunfire‘d and

ﬁ{t .fonr thousand and eighteen tons of _merebant.ahxpp_mg. erely 1 dor & withe

Xnd how is this insulting diserim ’inih?: m?ide'th?e ;Z r:ae L :l:le o el

i f the comity of mations} .Is 1t undert .

B it tay Gorimnrhpommaey o €10 s caits gt
ust such consular privileges as-it 8 - g . er noneof

i, ia Lhis i1 le whose rank in the hiererchy 8

these, sir, ia this insult offered to a people ¥ B ra D g aystematic
tions it is now too late to question.. _But it is-offere tematic

i th article of the treaty o

violation of treatgcompacw. The nineteen ricle of e e sdes for the

renzo, of the 27th of October, 1795, amply and ¢ y pro for th
' i i 1a shall be put on the-eame g

csse. That article stipulates that our consu > O B O e cats
with those uf the most favored Governments. But, p vider ¥ o oy
i ional obligations, Spéin had parted, ?nder e law o :
S b i g ong bt e privegs v sy and
England, France, and the Netherlands. They e B e marea in 1024
ive of o consul general, until the opening of the colonl . 24 ;
::155;‘::. :ixty yeﬁ%! reviously. in 1785, had '."‘P“wf;do{-o;u: i’:é‘.?;?‘l’;}.‘{“éﬂt
is now obstinately denied, not only to the requirements f e ot
i to the homor of our-public charscter. Trifling as thisq f
ghe:l;:iexs:nnk of a consul may bg in ;tlfm .ubatract,l ;t. ptl)ué: itgu‘;'l‘s u:ll:‘e;e;‘x:lgei}
tion with the pride and importance of our peops.. dlin vidue ey nd they
indication .of individual character and individual Tig  the;
f:‘:m ;t: srﬂ'ner(;':om the forbearance; but no people, especially that vg!nctixtm
en.li;d the Americsu people, dare overlook attempts at insnlt or indignity,
and hope that its influence and its honor can escape unscathed. disputes with
And if, for these indignities snd wrongs, we submitted our disputes - ith
Spain to "the arbitrament of the sword, and tore Cuba from her grasp, wha
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- nation eould rebuke us, or charge us with territorial spoliationt Could Eng’

- land do it} : Are the annals of the world defaced!?

lation and woes which have followed in her l-emogeli'e:';l et:::;y pasuor th; 3::-
from the memory of man! -Have the records of her own high courts of imy-
g:uhment. QOmg, at times, compulsory homage to justice, been destroyedt
ve the shrieks of millions of victims ceased to sppesl against the enormyitiee
of this h:'bltu_d violator of all sanctitiest’ Has t.l!:e blood of those millions of
;:;hmt:, ‘: ed in the prosecution of her fnsatiate and still insatiable ambition,
bee n t.hste:o a mreﬁtze\:t:g‘::;pmm, t.hn:h has 80 washed away her political Tep-

08y, A \ ave more than once foregone the in i
ll;li‘i: guih%‘:i;:t-;lzlheti :pdutl.g: the ?oast. of generoeitg——thnt to tuesg:llz :lfmol?;

b utations of unjnstifiable acts of spoliation

m:'lt.h ﬂ.ngngt orime!  We are the aubverJt.ex"s of rights; we t.llx)e oppress:l:o%rt:::
egl ; and England is the witness and judge of our guilt! She never robbed,
1u}5ged, ?:’d murdered in every quarter of the globe. She never carried deso-
t.:: on on both sides of the Atlantic and Pacific waters. She never burnt Car-
agens, sacked St. Jago, and pillaged St. Domingo, in time of peace. Her sea-

- robbers and land-pirates, under secret commissions, never seattered terror along

the coasts. They never, in their personality of free- i

race of marauders, which the .ignop;ant Spsgia.rds eo:;)::::z’ iﬁr&nﬁﬁ;‘:ﬁﬁ:
:’ n::‘:mh;:e:;:t n;:e—yvh::h;he nfonr 80 generously confers upon those of

ng is ave followed her su i

waters of Deptford never witnessed the congees and bgigvt;:;::f et.,l:"em ::kifsl:
and Drakes; touching with their red hands—red with the blood of despoiled
thousands—the dainty fingers of the vingin Queen, or laying at her feet the
crimson trophies o.f arson, murder, and theft. Oh, no; Americans alone ‘are
fillibusteros; Americans alone are tramplers of the rights of nations; alone

- agents of spoliation and perpetrators of crime. Heavens above! England mouth-

ing “*principles of justice between natiou and nation, scrupule ”
and her officials again inaugurated in the Ba Islands energ:]chl:;leynt? belg:;lefnld
imputing to us constructive spoliations, and g'er armaments crowding every sea
mh‘seuei_ of !POll and conquest? Is she oblivious, or mad, or botht Or, in
chirgmg us with the guilt of “spoliation and flagrant crime,” does she hereelf
[ - m a0 easement for her virtue, in the example of the harlot of Holy Writ,
who “eateth, wipeth her month, and saith, I have done no harmi” If England
would rebuke us, she must burn up the history of the last three hundred §ears,

stifle the cries of the pillaged East, and unloose the cincture with which she

has bound the empire of the earth. Then, when h

‘ ) . N er robes are cl fi
blood, her records unsullied by usurpation, and her fame ass:ill.zi:de?::;dat:??
she may rebuke us for guilty ambition and territorial wrong. ! )

But, it is not for the mere purpose of expansion that our hand must be laid

upon Cuba; it is & stepping-stone in the pathway of our progress: i
be ours, or we must stumble against it. pThe ci)ymmerce gf tghe \v’ox'-!l?idi;tb?.ll::stt-
ing old barriers and hunting new outlets. Great Britsin is binding the world
in a cineture of little Gibraltars, as citadels of her power and safeguards of her
commerce. Her hand is laid upon the rock of Perim; and she will raise it into
: h:mahtml-le Gibraltar to command the possible outlet of the Méditerranean
u::g the Red sea, as she now holds the huge Gibraltar to master the inlet
to the former waters. She is averse to the ¢ommingling of the blue waters of
the Mediterranean with the red waters of the Erythrean sea through the canal
of Suez; but her aversions do not extend to the commingling of the billows of
:.lhe Atlaptic with those of the Pacific through a like canal, joining $San Juan
el Norte with San Juan del Sur. By such an appliance she well knows our
:lolmmereul interests, our Pacific possessions, and our future enlargements, are
s to be affected. Instinct with this generous ides, she immediately modifies
er system of geodetic eurveys. Her geographical scruples are incontinent)
Temoved, and her Liydraulic theories as rapidly changed. On the bare su esy-
tion of & hnogry French adventurer—whose name smacks eloquently of lnsg in-
:_tmcta,r one Monsieur Belly—Lord Malmsbury finds no difeulty in the construe-
sxon of a Nicaraguan canal, though England strongly objects to the canal of
uez. Bnt, as such an spshance is decidedly to effect our Pacitic possessiohs,
our general commerce, and consequently our enlarging. prosperities, his lordshi;’:

equally found that the protectorate of the canal by France, England, and Sar-

* shall still more reduce the
banas, the “Ormus and‘Ind,” of which the instincts of the middle ages had
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*"dinia, i:;igbt not ungracefully ‘comé under the stipulations of the Clayton-Bil-

wer treaty—an instrument Which, under the sincerest respect to the memory of
the dead, I believe to be the best “u%ri:ie to cateh woodcocks” ever contrived
by vulpine cunning on the one, and blinked by overweening confidence on the

! other, side of an international negotistion, .

But, sir, I trust that both these splendid enterprises of science and ener

* will be accomplished in our age. I trust that this nineteenth century, whi
- hes inscribed the sunalsof Time with & record of gigantic fights among the

nations of the earth, will witness the triumph of the work of eivilization in the
darker places of the western &nd of the eastern hemispheres. The genius of
man, daily weaponed by new discoveries, is in our days & very conqueror, com-

- manding creative means, atu-uctinE continents, snd uniting seas. e Macedo-

nian, whose arms changed the channels of the commerce of the world, once

* eutertained the idea of restoring what, even in his days, had been the canal of

Pelusium, which had linked the Red sea to the Nile, and then of establishing a

* communication with his city of Alexandris, which he had reared at once into

8 seat of learning and an emporium of commerce. Death balked bim in his
giant purposes. : - . .

In our day, I trust that the spirit of humanity, which is an undying spirit,
will dare, in spite of all obstacles, through the triple power of science, wealth
and common sense, freely expressed, to restore Egypt to the civilizing arts of

. life which she once dispensed. There are holy crusedes to be carried on, in

peace, in behalf of human civilization, and they must have every facility and
every way for their workings over the world. I trust, therefore, that that
spirit, in very defiance of England’s obstacles, will open the Isthmus of Suez to
navigation, and shorten by one-half the way of the enlightened West to the
barbaric East. But especially do I trust that, by the opening and fostering
and the protecting at all hazards of the Isthmian highways, which the fi of
God, within our own hemisphere, has irrevosably marked ot for our ¢ we

Simnce that severs us from the Cathays and Tapro-

dreamed, and which our own hardy and indefatigable explorers have settled
into realities. . .

Still, I do not see how we may interveue in the quation of Suez, save in the
honest tribute of our wishes, and the investment of individual means.

But however wemay shelter the matter under the hints of a Monroe doctrine,

- the naked and obstinate fact is, that we do not want, and we cannot sllow, the

“European nations to come to this contineut to cat through, or regulate, or pro-
tect our isthmuses. The transection of the Isthmus of Suez hasbeen the aubi?ect
" of long and stormy Cabinet councils of all the Governmenta of Europe. For

" its execution, their unanimous consent had to be obtained. QOurs, on which of

them we may settle, are subject to no such condition. The same Providence,
which, in its unsearchable decrees brought the American race to this continent;
the same Providence which raised them from dépendence into self-sustaining
ability; the same Providence which had confirmed their political power, when
tl< original colouiats of this continent were compulsorily resigning theirs; that
same P'rovidence points out to us how we are to shape our system of devel-
opment and exhaust our destiny of greatness. It points to the obvious ways of
trapsit in o onward path, which nature and necessity, which the law of pro-
Fress, the demands omommerce, and’ the requirements of civilization have
forelaid for us upon the continuations of our own soil. It controls the convie~
tions of every mind, and stirs up the echoes of every heart, and each echo an-
swers in the words of the Lombard leader: *God has marked it out for me;
woe be to him who touches God's gift to mel” .
To achieve our destiny, the waters of the Gulf of Mexico must be mare nos-
trum. To this the traditions of the Republic—traditions that are the living
testimdny of the past, that can no longer spesk otherwise for itself—and the
necessities of progress, now conspire. The commerce of the world is breaking
through old barriers and seeking new channels. Up to the beginning of the
period within which we derived our colonial existence, and from which we
strugglingly, yet not ignobly, rose into the dignit of a people whose voice is
not unheeded in the councils of nations, Asiahad been the great sent of trade;
baut its 4ransactioes, bound to the delays of n tedicus and un:afe sea navigation



.jpnd land carriage combined, Were mostly yestrictadito the goytheast of Europe .
1 pod the waters of the Mediterranean. % irmdaf A4 $nernirst i e -l n '
* 1., But the,New World, thamore. obvious pasesge,tp,the cast, Iay jin the unex-
. plored trackways of the weat. .., From. the .westexn, ponst.of Eurppe: wes $hat
new world discovered, and froth the period of. t_hig.&in_qxg it has reactedjpn
the deptinies of both Asia and Europe:. .Fromthe dsys of Plignicis to those of
11 Vepice, at the time of the discovery of Awgrics, the Mediterranean sea, t.o%ether
. With the land routes which joined it.to.the Arabian, and Persion Gulf, had eon- .+
natityted the narrow speace which, limited the internationgl trade of ythe.world,of -
1.the'sixteenth century. - Within that space:.civilization had,for. thopsauds: of
. years before, .taken. its.roota . Mankiod, within the,measure of their rasources,
ind then-and there wrought wonders. which.the discovery of this coutiuent, the -

st ganr

. peop\inq of its wastes, the . lah_t.ini: of  its -colopies—especially. the colonies.of
+ the.Hollandish, French, and English.stocks—are. now, re-producing. in broader
. forme, in farther reaghes, and far; byighter promises.;. But especially bad Asia
 prercised ap ipfiuence on the destiny :of trade, which, with the discovery of our
. ‘pontinent, passed ,away, x;evgr‘.t.q.,.:_{q rotrieved., Thejeager hand .of Young
America isyevéu at the present day, réaching to- pluck the jeweled collarfrom
the-neqk of her whom-the pnrliest‘traditian:freetq as.the dowager of -tlie earth,
.and, t6-plant ypop her. youthful brew.the.diac em which, with thetﬁrimogenitme
*of b% ‘onee proclaimed Asia the:misiress of the commerce of .the Evorld. e
1 X688y with the exception ofjIngdis, galvanized into reéxistence by the cal-
1.enlating xio arie ?;lf gland, .and it.’pﬁ_,ayg,‘;betchinh,dnd‘ Japan,-lately startled
-sdnsaamrewiiie’ X e Intrusions.of tho four,most powerful nations of. the west,
Asia is; Garied int: est Jethargy, and:its participation, onee; 80 active, in the
.,.,operat.igwl, .'y.ghae,: as alqlost entirely: ceased.. .E_ven has the aoutheastern ex-
+-tremity P Fakope come within the j.nguence of :thit torpor, On the very.con-
* finesioffthie.tlivee known divisions:df;the..world,.which ,were..once the most °
- petive theaters of thrifty-trade;. thosd.very, confines were the highest develope-
..ment of .commerce had been witneesed, nnd where. it seemed destiped to go on
J in unmeasured extent,eijnorance, scantiness, and poverty, have beensubstituted
;-for the energy and wealth which. had{marked. them -for the dwelling Place.of
olitigalpower. - - With the discover? of this continent, sir, Italy, not aub;u ated
Py ﬁke;mkcfe,,hﬁﬁetéﬁ mother in all. tho useful arts of social and political life,
lost her preéminence.and her prosperity.in the commercial scale, :when, with
~the discovery of . Amerien, the principal sourcea of, that, prosperity were ‘sud-
..denly. closed. The very genius of lier eon was fatal -to her, whilst the discove-
. ries.of his daring spirit brought her down from the height of that commeraial
: preéminence. e Uer o 0 gy Lores
- * With tho mastery of commerce, (which she had held in her haunds.for nearly
* Bix centuries,) her other elements of greatness disappeared.. Yet thoy merely
. disappenred in a.change of ‘place. . Other fields for its resources were opening -
; at.t]];e;we_ time which marked her-decay as the .controller of the trade of. the
_- world, and heralded our advent into the family .of nations, together with .the
--history of our prosperity and commerce. ‘Other theaters for its action had been
: prepared in the future colonies and States of .the. American continent. The
;aceptre of modern commerce was resigned by the reluctaut hand-of Italy+ out
: resigned.to be greedily. snatched at by Portugal, Holland, and Spain, by which
- it was.alternately swayed, until intrinsic causes, of decidency, and.a fatal com-
« binatjon of circumstances, put it in- the hands of England; from which, with
--the declaration of 'our independenge, we have wres g ‘it for a perpetual heir-
-doom jn.the great family of American;States... . . . . CpeT. i



