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¢ Senate having under consideration the bill to facilitate the acquisition of Cuba—
PIXON eaid:

(r. Presioent: I shall attempt to discuss the question now before
Senate with the utmost degree of: brevity and condensation to
ch I can attain.  1f I shall find it necessary to crave the indulgent
of the Senate for a longer tinre than has been my cugtom, 1 must
my apology in the great importance of the subjoct. '
or a period of more than three htundred and fifty ycars, accordin
e laws which are recognized by civilized nations, the Jgland of
- has belonged to Bpain. Ier ‘title was originally founded on
very, followed by long, uninterrupted, aud peaceable possession.
ing out, as she did, from her rocky peninsula; upon the Atlantic
p, the toremost nation of Europe in pogition as well as in power,
entforth Colunbus to search for that new world of ‘the oxisteide
hich he had convinced that, Goverfiment. The result of this great
prise, in which every other. leading nation of Europe refused to
cipate, was the acquisition of anempire, vicher, if"not more ex-
ve, than any which ever owned the sway of a single monarch.
portion of the muniments of her title, perhaps we should not
very much respect. By the bull of Pope Alexander VI, thie
e Now World was-granted to Spain; but she actually camiito
py and possess, not only the Island of Cuba, but the Floridas,
co, California, and the whele of the northern portion of the con-
t:of South Awerica; and afterwards, by cession ftom France,:
came info possession of tho whole of -the territory of Louisiana,
wding, as vas afterwards claimed, by uns, as far north ad 54° 40
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At the time of our revolution we found her in possession, not only of
the whole of the western side of the Mississippi, but also of the State
of Lonisiana on both sides of the Mississippi, as far north as that State
now cxtends, and about that time she actually nndertook to refuse to
us the right to navigate that viver.  She intimated to us that in order
to procure that advantage, the citizens of Kentueky would perhaps
be willing to come under the jurisdiction of Spain, and she claimed
that they would make very good Spanish suijecls a complirnent
which the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Tuosrvson,) the other day did
not scem disposed fo retnen. Te did not believe that Spanish subjects
would make good Awmerican citizens.

Unfil about the year 1820, with some slight inferruption in 1762,
when Great Dritain took a large portion of the Island of Cuba, (by
the expedition under Lord Albemarle,) which she very soon relin-
quighed, the title of Spain to this portion of her tervitory was undis-
turbed. T do not find, in any examination of the official or private
correspondence of any of our statesmen, that any very extensive re-
mark was inide upon that subject until about the year 1820, and sub-
sequently. Theu it became the subject of extensive private and ofli-
cial correspondence, to some portion of which I desire to call the
attention of the Senate.  The Senator from Wisconsin, (Mr. T_)oor.r'rrusg
and the Senator from Vermont, (Mr. CoLLayer,) have already allude
to a portion of this correspondence. I propose, a little more fully
than they have done, to examine it. I shall call attention to some
points in this connection, which, perhaps, may not have escaped their
notice, but which their time did not permit them to examine.

We have heard very much of the pretensions of [rance and Eng
land to the Island of Cuba.  Those nations have heen denounced by
the honarable Senator from Lonisiana, (Mr. Bexsaziw,) for presuming
o offer to us a project for a tripartite treaty, by which the three na-
tions should guaranty the title of Cuba to Spain. I find, on an exami-
nation of the correspondence to which I have alluded, that the project
of such a treaty came originally from this country. I find that it was
first. proposed by Mr. Jeflerson himself, in a letter written by him to
Mr. Monroe, in October, 1823.  In that Jetter he says: )

“The faothold which the nations of F,uropé had in either America is fast elipping fro‘m'
nnder them; =o that we roon shall Le'rid of their neighborhood.  Cuba alone seems to
hold up a speck of war to ug  Its possession by Great Britain would, indecd, be a great
enlamity to us.  Cowld we induce her to join us in guarantying its independrnce agoinst all
the world, exeept Spain, it world be nearly as valuable to us as if it were ovr vwn ; but, should
sha take it, T would not iinmediately go to war for it; because the first war, on other ac-
counts, will give it to us, or the island will give itself to us when able to do s0.”

In another letter, he says:

It is hetter, then, to lie still, in readincss to reccive that intevesting incorporation wlien
solicited by hersell.”

ere is a direct proposition from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Monroe, in
18923, that we should propese to Great Dritain a treaty guarantying
the title of Spain to the }sland of Cuba, and providing that neither
nation should nequire it.  That subject was not there dropped. I can-
not say whether the idea was originally suggested by Mr. Jeflerson
or uot.  Perhaps the idea wag not new with him.

Mr. Bexaasrn.  Will the Senator be. kind enough to repent the date-
of that letter? -~ .. ... . ... O L
‘Mr. Dixon.  October, 1823." This, probably,’ had been a subject of:
conversation ainong' oftidial- gentlemen: -Mr. Jefferson, we all kitow;s
took a deep iiiterest in'everytliing that was going'on under Mr. Mént
rde’s administiation. - ‘I'find this:idea hgain hlluded to, infa somewhat®
different shape, in a letter of Mr.-Forsyth to'the Becretary of Stato,"
on the 22d of Tebruary, 1822, ai ghort time beforo {the letter of:"Muﬁ
Jefferson.  In this letter Mr. Forsyth'says: 't .~ = v
“In & conversation with'oné of ‘the'méthbers of the political'commission of the Cbrﬁeﬁ?
I éxpressed & conviction. that Spain would procure, by an.immediate recognition ofi:Co+
lombin and Mexico, and the adoption of a liberal system of commerce, a guarantte o{‘,;lw,:
island from Colombia, Mezico, and Me' United Stales ;. the three Powers being equall ipf
terested to Keep it in Yhe hands'of Spaln, out Pf thie'hands of England, and of each other,”
At that time there prevailed a very exaggerated idea of the impor-
tance of Colombia and Mexico.* Mr. Clay scems 'to Navo' had 'thét
idea. e speaks in his correspondenceof tli¢ intinense armiies. of,
these two nations which would soon be deprived of employment; an
the impression then seeried to prévail that Colombia and Mexico could
unite with us, and, in that'Way guaranty the title of Spaih'by a tri-
pattite treaty; but that, of course, waé very soon abandoned. iy
I find that, on the 17th of December, 1822, Mr. Adams, as Se‘éy‘e-_“/
tary of State, in replying to Mr. Forsyth on this subject, says: . : e .
““Spain, thongh disinclined to such an arrangement, might resist it with more firmpess,
if, for & limited period of time, she should obtdin the joint guaranteé'of the United States
and France, seouring the islend to herself.” - o0 @ 7 e gl
On the 10th of July, 1823; Mr. Appleton writes to' Mr.' Adamg!!7
“Y have not darcd to siiggest any, though T ehould suppose that the United Statés) or
the United States and England jointy, might find one, fn a' guarantee of the isldnd- to,
Spain, while in the enjoyment of the provincial:govérnment lately decreed for it by‘the.
Cortes. The present is the monent when such an arrangement might be made with Spain.”
On the 13th of All)ril, 1826, Mr. . Clay, then Secretary of State, al+
Iudes to the same subject, in his detter to, M. Kverett. Ilc snys:it i
“If the ncquisition of Cuba <were'desirnble to the United States, there is-believedito be's
no reasonable prospect of affecting, at:this conjungture, that object s and, if there wergs
auy, the frankuess of their diplomacy, which has induced the President freely.and fl,xlf
to disclose our views, both to Ureat Britain and Fraute, forbids absolitely any mo\'emén{:
whatever, at this timne, with such-a purpose. This condition of ;the great marjtime Pow-
ors (the United States, Great Britain, and Irance) is alwost equivalent to an absolute.
guarantee of the island to Spain.” - ' . TR
Then he goes on to say that we cannot, in consequence of out
peculiar policy, (in regard to entangling alliauces,) ‘enter inte any,
such agreement; but he considers the thea “position of affairs, which.
he was not willing to alter, equivalent to a.guarantee. .At’thqt time
our statesmen were very tar trom,supposing. that such: a- ‘prepesition.
would have been anything like arrogance or.insolence; on the part.p
Great Dritain and France. . On the contrary, I think nobody can rea
the correspondence without believing that, 1f the proposition had then
been dicectly made to Mr. Adam’s administration, it wonld have been:
accepted; unless it had been prevented by the grc@t_upwjl‘iin(fqegﬁ“of‘
our conntry to form any alliance of jthis sort. It ‘was considered, ify
itself, as it would secan, a desirable proposition. i
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Now, pursuing this ofticial correspondence somesehat further, I
wigh to call the attention of the Senate to two or three other Angges-
tions which arise in reading 1t. 1 find, throughout the \\'l)glc ol‘ %hc
correspondence, not only a friendly, and entirely amicable disposition
manifested towards Spain, but also a continnal and constant repetition
of the idea that, so Jong as Spain shall hold the island; we shall be
contented.  ‘Ilic Senator- from Ilorida (Mr. Marrory) is very mucl
mistaken in supposing that this arose from our idea of the strength of
Spain.  1le told us this inorning, as he told ns in the jirst part of hie
speech a few days ago, that, although it is true that at that time, we
said to Spain we did not desire to interfere w‘nh her possesaion, it was
because she was strong, and was able to retainit. I find that no such
idea prevailed in the opinions of those official gentlemen who had this
snbject under their consideration at that time.  Mr. Clag, in his firgt
letser on this subject, enlarges on the weakness of Spain. Ile eays:

“The war npon the continent is, in fact, 4t an .cnd; and not a eolitary font of land, fromr
ithe western limit to Cape Ilorn, owns her‘}Spnm'a] swny; not n bnyonet in all that vast
cxtent remains to sustain her cause.”

You will find, in pursuing the correspondence, that the proposition
is often repeated ; but I do not wish to fatigue the Senate. 1t is re-
peatedly stated, that if Spain were not able to retain possession of the
Island of Cuba, we ourso}lves would gnaranty it to her against all tlle
world. She was considercd weak, feeble, unable of lerself to retain
it; and we assured her that there was no neeessity, in consequenee of
her feehle eondition, that shie should suppose herself nuder the neces-
sity of vielding it up to France, or any other Power; l:n‘m that we
would protect hier against the world in her possession. Thus it will
be perceived that our established policy was not t‘o.nnd(_?d, as the Sen-
ator from Jlorida has supposed, on any idea prevailing in this country
of the strength of Spain at that ti]ne. ] .

I desire, now, to call the attention of the Senate fo a few extracte
showing what was the cstablished policy of the GGovernment down to
the time of the Ostend manifésto. It was not confined fo any one
Administration. It was not confined to Mr. Adams, m'.Mr, Clay, or
Mr. Forayth, or Me. Webeter, but, Mr. Buchanan himselt’ participated
in it.  Mr. Forsyth writes, in 1823:

“To thia plain remark, 1 could only reply that, withoat instruetions, T could only speak
of what | enpposed to he the wishes of my Government, and ‘hoh?vnd to be the interest
of the United States; that we desired no other neighbor in Cuba but Spain; t.hfz_t, 1
felt confident the United States would do everything in ylwn: power, consiatent with
their oblizations, to prevent Cuba from being wrested from Spain; that he was no doubt
aware that there could he no nisunderstanding between the two (Governments on this
point without a reference to Washington.” .

This policy of our Government was surmined up hy Mr. Webster, in
the vear 1843, in his dispatch of January 14, while he held the office
of Sceretary of State.  1le says:

““The Spanish (iovernment has Jong been ~in' possession of the policy and wishes of this
Covernment in regard to Cubs, which have never been chung(-d, and his been rcp_enr,_c(]l
told that the United States never would permit the occupation of that island by British
agents or forees, upon any pretext whatsoever ; aund that, in the event qf :\n.y nl‘l'nnilpt, Lo
wrest il from her, she might surely vely upon L.hc whole nasal and nilitary resources of
this country to aid in preserving or recovering it."

5 :

In the year 1848, on the 17th of June, Mr. Buchanan wrote to Mr.
Saunders ; aund at this timne he seems to have imbibed somewhat of the
spirit and to have copied: somewhat of -the. manner, of those great
masters of diplomacy who had preceded him.:: He saysuui 2= )

“Ry direction of thes President, T'now call youratteiition t the presdiit condition And
future prospects of Ouba.;; The fato of this island muss eyer bé deeply. 'interleatidg to the
people of the United States. ., Weiare content' that it shall gontinue 4o bp'a . colony 'o({
Spain.  Whilst in hét'poddéasion,:wwé havé nothing to apprehend. Besides, we are boun
to her by thé ties! df;Ancléht"friehdlship,mid 3 'éiﬂeerelly’ eslte w‘ﬂ&@é these perd

ER : I A e A FELE K ST

petual.” it v '
e then goés on'td say thiat we carn néver consent thitslie'slidll be-
come'a colony of anly Europeati Power; and-adds: = ' """

“Desirabilé, however, a8 the posséssion of this island may be io the Unitéd States, we
would riot acquire it exedpt by the frée will of Spaih. Any acqiiisition not danctioned by
justice and lionor would be too dearly purchased. * While auc’%' is the déterminatiou of

the President, it js supposed that the present relationg between Cuba and Spain- might in-
cliné the Spanish fio ernment to cede the island to'the United States, upon thé payment
of a'fair and full doitdfdération,” * 0 - o e Tivadn e
! Fo gt PRy G Y A N T P '
He then proceeds to give iristructions a8 to the manaer i.r;, ,}Vhlcll that.
negotiation shall be conducted. This E',gihcy'éénéi' pied down to theé
year 1854, wliet you will find, on examination, a sudden'atid ‘at entire
change. That was:'thé .period .of the Ostend. manifesto; when. three
gentlemen, clothed'in customiary suits; of diplomatio'black; made their-
i . i " s T T o ST .o e %
appearance at'Ostend, whénce they igsugd.thfs‘ ren{arkublg docutnent,.
and you will then see an éntirs change in the spirit of our.negotiations.
If Spain had been aware of the mission' ofthese sable-robed-diplomat~
ists, 'when they ‘flitted - from “Aix<a-Chapelle;iand dlightell at, Ostend,
she miglt have félt'as the Roman shepherd did, when the hoarse note
of -the sinister -raven, from the hollow oak on'the left, predicted the
loss of his posdessions. ' What is now’ the language used: towards’
Spain? I qudte froni the Osténd wmanifesto: ™7~ 1" 7

“Our past history forbids that we should acquire the Island of: Cuba: without the con-
sent of Spain, unléss, justified byr the great Jaw of self-prefervatioti: Wé'must; in any
event, preserve our own’conscious re¢titude, and our own self-respect, = :

“ Whilst pursuing this cdurse, wa can afford to dieregard the ¢éndures of the world; to
which we have do oftenr andiso 'unjne_tly'cxroacd." ; o B s

“Afier 'we shall have offersd Bpalu‘a prico for Cuba far'beyond its presént value, and
this shall have been refused, it'will:then be time to toneider the questioh, dbes Quba, in
the possession of Spaiun, seriously endanger our internal peace, and the existence: of our
cherisbed Unionf - =~ 7 . 7 . . s -

*‘Should thig question be answeted in the affirmative, then, w, hun
divine, we shall be justified in'wresting it from Spain, if* w'e:éoésesq"the' po¥er; and this
upon/the! vely same prindiple thod would justify an jbdividual in tearing down the burn-
ing house of his qeig);bpr‘,if there wereno other means. of preventing thq flames from
destroying his own home.” L ' o o ot et s )

The question win‘ch he says, must be answered in the affirmative in-
order to justify: us in wregﬁpg.Cuba from the possgssion of Spain is,
this: “does heripossession: seriously, endanger our internal; peace and .
the existence of ouricherished Union?”. That very questiop they there.
proceed to ansywer. in the:affirmative in another part of the pame docu-,
ment. I find, ina: pr,e,y,touqﬁrt:of',-'the'same . paper, this expression

of opinion-on the part of'its distinguished anthors: & ., '+ ..., ..

. *“Indeed-the Unibn :dah never cnjoycrepote, nor possess relinble sccurityj s long as’
Cuba-is not embraced. within, its, boundaries.” o o
?

Yy edoe, 78
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That answers the question which has been put by tlese gentlemen,
most emphatically in the affirmative. That scems to be a decisive
expression of opinion in regard to the necssity of our occupation of
Cuba as a matter of gelf-preservation.: : '

I do not see how the question could be answered more affirmatively
than Mr. Buchanan has Froceeded to answer it in this Ogtend letter.
Then, in his judgment, the time has ‘actually come when we shall be
justified in wresting Cuba from the possession. of Spain, on the same
principle that you would tear down the burning house of your neigh-
to protect your own. Here, then, is an entire and comnplete change’in
the policy of this Government in regard to the management ot this
negotiation. DBut the change is not confined to the po?icy of the ne-
gotiation, but also extends to the manner of conducting it. Up to
that time, there had been manifested the most conciliatory spirit to-
ward Spain; a careful avoidance of anything likely to wound her
sensitive honor had been manifested, even by Mr. Buchanan himself.
Look at his instructious to Mr. Saunders, in the first instance, to show
Low very carefully everything offensive was to be avoided: _

“The attempt should be made, in the first instance, in a confidential conversation with
the Spanish Minister for Foréign Aflairs; & written offer might produce an abgolute refu-
sal in writing. which would embarass’ us héreafter in the acquisition of thé island.  Be-
eides, from the incessant changes in the Spanish Cabinet and policy, ‘our desire to make
the purchase might thus be roade known in an official form to foreign Governments, and
arouse their jenlousy aud active oppoeition. Indeed, even if the present Cabiret should
think fnvorai)ly of the proposition, they might be greatly embarrassed by having it placed
on record; for in that évent it would almost certainly, through sonie chanuel, reach the
opposition, and become the subject of discussion in the Cortes. .Such delicate negotiations,
at least in their incipient stages, ought always to be conduected in conftdential conversa-
tion, and with the utmost secrecy and dispatch.” . .

“In order to convince him (the Spauvish -Minister of ForciEn ‘Affairs) of the good faith
and friendship towards Spain with which this Government has acted, you might read to
him the first part of my dispatch to General Campbell, and the order issued:by the Sec-
rotary of War to the commanding general in Mexico, and to the officer having charge
of the embarkation of our troops at Vera Cruz" ' '

“You may then touch lightly, delicately, upon the danger that Spain may lose Cifba
by a revolution in the island, or that it may be wrested from her by Great Britain, should
¢ rupture take place between the two countries arising’out of the dismissal of Sir Henry
Dulwer, and be retained to pay the Spanish debt due to the British bond-holders. You
might. assurce him that, whilst this Government is cntirely satisfied that Cuba should re-
tintn under the dominion of Spain, we should, in any event, resist its acquisition by any
other nation.” !

Such was the conciliatory and cauntious language of Mr. Buchanan
in his instructions to Romulus M. Saunders in 1848.
Mr. Saunders, in reply, informs Mr. Buchanan how strictly he had

followed his advice on this subject. He says he made the approaches.

in the most delicate and careful manner ; that in the first interview
the minister did not know that he actually was talking of cession;
that he supposed he:was talking of guaranty, so delicately did he
approach hiin; and lie says he ‘was satisfied, before the conversation
with him iwas finislied, that there was no hope of obtaining the island.
Such, at that tiine, Wid the kicd, the amicable manner in which the
negotiation was conducted. * Mr. Marcy was somewhat surprised when
Jie found that this amicable tone had been abandoned in the Ostend
manifesto, and administers to Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Soulé and Mr.
Mason a somewhat severe rebuke couched in apparently ironieal lan-
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gnage, for having presumed to say that the time might have come

when we should be justified in wresting the Island of Cuba from.,
Spain; and he expressly instructs Mr. Soulé to.inform the Spanish
h}inistry that our ancient policy does still continue to.exist, notwith-
standing the tone of the Ostend manifesto, might lead hiin to suppose,
that it had been abandoned by our Government. Now, what ig the .
resent mode of conducting this negotiation? Ihave shown you how ,
1t was formerly conducted, not. only as to it ultimate policy, but, also, .
as to the manner of negotiation.’ }I‘he change, I think, is as great in ,
the manner as in the nitimate policy. And, in the first place, look
at the President’s message. Instead of the conciliatory tone which
had been previously held, he begins by exaggerating pending difticul~ . .
ties. IIe informs us, in his message; that our relationswith Spain are
very unsatistactory. ‘He then goes on to state to Congress, in several "
portions of his message, what are the grievances now existing aguinst '
Spain ; and, aftor all; he only makes out that there is a debt of abont
onc hundred and twenty-seven thousand dollars which has not been .
paid ; and he intimates that Spain has a demand against us of a lar-
ger sum, including interest, in the celebrated Amistad case. In the.

ebate which took place in the upper House of the Cortes on this :
subject, the Minister of Foreign'Affaits 7tated that he was utterly as-,
tonished when he read this message, and found 'that the condition of
the negotiations botween the two countries was not in a satisfactory:
state. e said he was not aware of any cause of quarrel whatever;
that everything, as he supposed, had been settled. ~ Ile received this
message with astonishment. It was all new to the minister who had
the care of the matter in Spain. o

Then, how is the question treated in the.report of the honorable .
Senator who has reported this bill? In what manner does he attempt
to commence this negotiation with Spain? Does he follow out that .

conciliatory spirit which has heretofore been shown? He knows very .

well how to negotiate. When he holds the language he does towards
Spain, it is not because he is not well aware that it is not the way to
induce a reluctant nation to part with a yaluable possession. I beg
leave to read a few extracts from that report, to show how the Lionora-
ble Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Suiperr) thinks it proper to conduct .
this negotiation. This report will be carefully read in Spain. It will
be there as soon as it can be conveyed, if it is not there already. He
says, on the twelfth page of the report: '
“But even these arguments ‘will not bé pressed upon unwilling ears. Our Minister

will not broach the subject until he shall have gaod reason to believe that it will be fa-
vorably entertained. Such an opportuuity may occur. when least expected. Spain is the

country of coups d’etat nudvgronunciamie'nbo'i. The dll-powerful ‘minister of to-day may
be @ fugitive to-morrow.’ €

ith the forms.of & represehtalive government, it is, in fact] n
despotism sustained by the bayonet—a despotism tempered only by frequent, violent, and !
bloody revolutions. Her financial condition is ope of extreme embarrassment. A crisis
mny arise when evén the dynasty may be overthrown unless a large sum of money can
be raised forthwith. Srain will be in the position of thé needy possessor of labd he can-
not cultivate, having all the pride of one to whom it thas descended through a long line':
of ancestry, but his necessities ,are stronger than his will; he must have money. 'A "
thrifty neighbor whose domains it will round off {s'at hand to furnish it. He retains the
old mansion, but sells what will relieve him from immiediate ruin.” S '
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Now, it is perfectly evident that the hounorable Senator could not
have supposed this to be a conciliatory mode of condueting the nego-
tiation. e informs Spain that she is in the condition of a bankrupt
who has parted with the largest portion of his estate, and mnst now
sell the remainder in order to save the family mansion. This idea has
been followed up here in debate. The other Senator from Louisiana
(M. BDeniamin) Hms taken a somewhat siimilar course, The Senator
from Georgia (Mr. Toomss) who, I think, can condense about as much
contempt and scorn into his language, if he entertains such a senti-
ment, as any member on this floor, has used very estraordinay and
remarkable language.  Ilec says:

“Young, thriving, vigorous nations are purchasers; the weak, the feeble, the decrepit,
are sellers. Tt has always been s0; it always will be so. When nations begin to decay
they eell their territory, or it is taken from themn by conquest, or even sometimes beforo
decay.  With u prodigal Adwministration, improvident rulecs sell their territory, as Charles
IL of England sold Dunkirk.  Decayed nations always sell, and generally do a good thing
by it; beenuse what they do not sell is generally taken away from them for nothing.”

That will also go to Spain, with the report of the honorable Senator
from Louisiana, ;

We are told that all this is not insulting ; that Spain has no right
to complain of it. Now, sir, I have no idea that a proposition made
in diplomatic langnage to any nation to sell one of its possessions, is,
in itself, to be considered insulting or offensive, though it may not
always be in very good taste. It, perhaps, would not be insulting to
‘Great Britain it we should propose to her to buy Jamaica. DBut it we
go to a nation and tell her she is a bankrupt and must sell; that she
cannot retain lher possessions; that she shall never be permitted to
sell to any other people than to us; that if she does not sell to us, we
will then consider the question whether sclf-defence does not require
us to take forcible possession—if we tell her at the same tinc that we
have satisficd ourselves that we are bound, as a matter of sclf-preser-
vation, to wrest it from her possession—if we tell her furthermore, as
the Senator from Louisiana tells Spain, that if she will not part with
it to ug, wo will encourage a revolution which will subvert her juris-
diction ; I think that then, the negotiation may be considered offen-
sive and insnlting in the highest degree. 1 think it would be ro con-
sidered in a private transaction between man and man. It is not al-
ways in very good taste to say to a man, unless you know that he
wighes to sell his property, that you desire to buy it. 1If he has told
you that he considers the proposition offensive ; 1f he requests you not

to vepeat it, and you then persist; if yousay i)'ou will encourage some

litigant who will obtain the title, and yon will purchase of him if he
will not sell at your own price, I think that, in a private transaction,
would be considercd somewhat offensive.

It seems, therefore, that the whole mode of conducting this nego-

tiation has hcen as offensive as the ingenuity of able politicians and

diplomats counld possibly make it. I do not see how it could have .

been made more so; and I am compelled to believe that this has been
done by design, for I know these gentlemen do nothing by accident.
1 shall revert to this point again; but I wish here, in this place, bare-
ly to allude to one consideration that presents itself in the examina-

9

tion of these official papers regarding our négotiations with Siat
the Is]gnd of Cuba. " Is Spaingwillimgg to se]l% 'Intz?lTiI;?g;?go:ngz]%ﬁgf
i??e she has given us, in every instance, a decided refusal. Shg'told
r. Saunldpts? when he' was coniniissioned By Mr. Buchahan t6 thake
th_ehp1-opo§1tf_bn, that nnder 16 possible circnmstances would she part
“l'xt this island to any nation ; that she wolild rather ‘see ‘it sunk in
the ocean than do so.” e stated as a reason'why tlie people of 8pain
as well as the Governient, entertained 'this'feef;ng, ‘that" the peo Jo
had no confidence that, if it were sold, oné dollar of the'mone woiIl)ld
ever go into the possession of the Government; that it would ‘all be
taken by the ministers who might then be in power. He. said that
was the feeling of the people of Spain in regard to it, and that was
one reason why they did not wish to sell. At any rate, a, decided re-
f)Lfl'S:}l)hi? bt?ent 1g;llven to tll:le Qﬂ;\ar in every instance ; even 16 the extont
aying that they would rather se i igt-
(‘.nftc .nn(iz]osgi its ]?l’uce on t,ht g(l}:ﬂ?(?? M delgoeg Sh'UCk.O'ﬂﬁ of erSt-
. Abis very diflicult for me to. believe, when I exami
i which this negotiation is now condl;cted, that i: Ic);g?nfa};?l;ng: nifll:
tended to obtain the Island of Cuba. First, consider ' the ' publicit
which has been given to it. In 1848, Mr. Buchanan Wrote to Mly
Saunders that 1t was all important that the negotiation should be;pri:
vate. He said, if you make it public tliere wi be a discussion in the
Cortes. He has made it public in his last message, and 1t produced
the very effect which he imagined it wo‘uld'.produce., In 1848 he con-
sidered such a discussion very much to be'dreaded. It has happened
as he apprehended. 1 say, tg'erefore, it is difficult for me to belicve
‘the President of the United States, and the Senators who advocate
this bill, expect by this means to obtain the Island of Cuba. »I am
driven to the belief that they have some other object in view than
the acquisition of Cuba. I am driven to the helief that: thesolution
presented by the Senator from Michigan (Mr. .CHANDLER) wag correct
that some party object is intended to be ‘advanced by this measure.
It is difficult to helieve that gentlemen, having high official functions
to perform, could bo influenced, to so great an extent by party objects;
glnglt the); ShOl‘lt]l(zl dtqsil‘e b SUCIllx means to advance the. iri);ere']sts‘ of
r party, without regard to the inter Vs
chxchIisio rz”is}forced up%n ué.? the interests of the country? but the
t is said there is a political necessity for this m : i
there possibly may be a political necesZity, ag to th?sp‘:;ﬁiy iot\}x:”:]rf
power, but I can sec no political necessity for the country.: Tt may be
that what is wanted, is what we call here a new “isgue 5)”.and whgt is
called in England a new “cry.” I am not sure that the Senator from
Michigan is mistaken in regard to it. T apprehend you are not satis-
fied with. thg present issue befor¢ the courlltry" That has been.‘ found
somewhat disastrous. 'The Senator from Ohio '(Mr. Pucn) seems to
Intimate that it has been discovered, that whenever there was a disaster
in the Democratic party, there was a mode of healing it ; that a remed
may be soon provided ; and what is that remedy ? A’proposition ,t‘(y)'
annex some foreign territory. He intimates that, by “the blindness
of the Opposition™ o this measure, the Democratic party inay recover
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i / ineli o think
it any mistake, or defeat, or disaster. I am ‘mdmed to t. '
iil(:)tlt},ltl:f&:)is ]the poli,tical necessity which now prevails, m}ld tl{x.atg th[?;ﬁ
is 1o other. I am led to this conclusion also by the det{l:l ilof- 1c i
which the Lionorable Senator from Louisiana has rcpqhte] 1omlmor
Committee on Foreign Relations. The details of the bill, t 1e ma_ver
in which this money is to be raised, are such ag must surll'msg ie;1 th)(;
Scenator. Ilow is it proposed to raise $30,000,000 to be place
lLiands of the President? I read from the bill:

i 0 i ) fficient amount unappre-
“ i t if there should not be in the Treasury a su . 1
l\rin{;rl(}::\d:\f::c'f‘t‘lr:a demnands above ealled for, the Preaident of the United States be, and

arcby i lorized, at any tino within two years \
»I(;:v"lgl It.'}{e":::girtlz)ff the Un)it.ed States, & sumdnot el:;lccgdmg" igﬁ?:.{ot?éﬁ; ;ll(())rl;:ll:)(;];
i ein no
thercof as may be required for that purpose, receema Jeor e b o
Treasury be, and hereby is, authorized,
than twenty years, and the Secretary of the 1 ! Lo e
i tes of stock to be prepared, which s
the consent of the President, to cause certifica i bo e P T, e e the
: ; the Register, and sealed with the seal of the Treasury Deps s e
:'l%lgf\(li\(})got‘;:rrmged, in favor of the parties lending the same: Provided, That no certifi

cate shall be issued for a less sum than $1,000.” .

Ilas thore over been a loan bill of this kind which co'ntql(ixcd_ no re-
striction whatever on the President, whiclt did not plOle e in ]qu
manner for the amount of interest to be paid, for the mode in wihic
these sccuritics should be issued. . . .

Mr. Staprrr.  Will the Senator pardon me for mtorruptmlg 11111111"4;
The bill docs contain & restriction on ‘the interest; that 1t shall no
be a groater rate than five per cent. . .

Mr. Dixox. I have the bill before me, and it contains no such pro-
vision. o '

Mr. Suipewr.  There was a mistake in the printing, but it has been
corrected. '

Mr. Dixon. I am glad that has boeen lxl'f)v'!dc('l for; I}tllol}g;]lt 1%
a singular thing that the President was not limited az to lt) 10_.1;';.0 (it
interest, to be paid for the money he was a:utho?"lze to : Oml)'criltest
still appears tgat he is authorized by the bill, without the i.ltq tost
knowle]ﬂge on the part of anybody, at any time to issue cell[ l](‘,< o
of stock for §30,000,000 to any person, wn.hnut. I'(‘,(l!l}l ]'"'% -)'“ts, o
imposing an]y restriction whatever, except as to mteg in .flves it
the Senator has provided for that, he has certainly acte -‘f‘se'). B 0;
sir, the bill contains no provision for public notice of \110 -lsimnl‘b' ;
the loan; no restriction on the President cxcept as to the 1la eto ﬁ_n_ .
terest. 1le can, at any time, issue bonds to any )e:rso?.wnt. mru Ioueerr

ing for bids. Well, sir, with the money r- elved in this wa): fV ”y

mueh doubt whether it is the belief of wiv President, (;r auf o’ 1_‘?
distinguished gentlemen who have advocated this brll,' txatFtl 1e._)dacnto
acquire Cuba. In short, I understand the Senator 'fxoxlr} : 101 i o
say expressly, that it cannot be acquired for money. I .m\eﬂ A
misunderstood him, he has dircetly asserted it to be his opinion f.-m s
wnder no circumstances can we purchase the Island of Cuba from
Spain by money. o

Mr. Benaazin. I do not sce the-Scenator from F_londn in his sc:af,
bat T heard him very distinetly; and [ am sure his statement wasg,

from tho pnssage of this act, Lo hor-

-
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that any proposition for the purchase of thé Island of Cuba must be
accompanied with'a commercial treaty ; that money along would ‘not
buy the island ; but thatindney, conected with 4/Commereial ‘treat
satisfactory ‘to thepeople of ‘Spain, wouldtacquiré the dslant ‘i hig
judgihent.’ Soe e ie T e Of el Fro ont :{-,»f‘, i) Yo o § (1 fl'll-'r'.l
Mr. Dixon. ‘I tnderstood hitn as tlie Sénatot from Louisiaha “did:
T understood himi td-sdy that the money ‘was'a'very! trifling: ‘cdnsidet
ation ; and I understood hirh to say -that; by money, it could hot be
acquired, but that & commercial troaty must aléb be made.” I'furtlier
un%erst(vod him' to shy that thé monéy, if paid, Wwould'not inure/to the
advantage of the people or the Government'of Spain ;' but thatit would)
in transitw, pass into the hands ‘of persomnswho were not' &ntitled to
it; and that the commercial treaty was'the great object by ‘which the
acquisition of Cuba could be accomplishdd. i- '+ o il
%Vell, sir, if we place $30,000,000 in the hands 'of 'the 'Pl_xeeiden't"if
he cannot acquire Cuba ‘with it, he dan cértainly do 's'gmething.-“‘;Tﬂat
is a sum with which’ great ends and objecte"ma{-‘be accomplishéd,
though it may not purchase Cuba. Now:what will probably be those
ends'and objects ! “The Presidert of tha Unitéd ‘Statés the ofher'day,;
sent us a message whioh, I-think) was'the most remarkablé eomiuy
nication that ever was presented to-the 'Congrebsof the United Stetes,
by the Chief Executive-officer; In 'm%op(hion"it' has not"excitéd all
the surprise and all the attention which it ought to excite.”'I confess
that I heard it read, and I'have since read it'with ‘astonightietit:' ‘In'
that message the 'President of the United States-asks'Congress’to inl
vest him with certaih’ powers which" he doesl'n'ot» now pdss‘ébh’.—‘l"Hé,
8aYVS : LR e ; CET T SR T U CURCRRIE SN TN B CH LR D
Z It (the Executive) canndt leﬁipimhtély resort'to force "yvltl‘xiiut' the direct atthority of
Congress, except in resisting ‘and repelling. hostile ‘attacks.:' Ix would have no authdrity

to enter the territories of Nicaragua, even to prevent. the;destruction of the transit;and:

protect the lives and property of oyr own tiil.ize_'x_m on their passage.”, | ST
" . . i et b R U e 1 b T AL ¢ elipgl P
Again, he says on the next page: . ., .. . | : Ce e
“Without the authority of Congress, the Ex¢cutive . ¢an not lawfully direct any fotce,
however near it may.be to the scene of difficulty, to enter the territory of Mexico, Nica-
ragua, or New Granads, for the purpose of deferding the pérsord and property of Amérl-
cnu citizens, even though they mdy be violently assailed’ whilst'passing in pea¢eful tran-
sit over the Tehuadtepec, Nicaragua,.or Panama routes. !Hs cannot, without- transcend-|
ing his constitutional ﬁsower, direct a gun.to be fired intq a port, ‘or land a seamenor

marine to protect the lives of our countrymen on shore, of to obtain redress for a récent
outrage on their property.” i SR R A A O (i S R

/ . * i B S w

That is what 'he cannot now do, under the ,'Oénstitution_'. i Let us
see what he says he will do. ~ He first states what he has no power to
do; he has given you correctly thé limit which'the Constitution has
placed upon him.* Now, I ask the Senate to ‘give their. aftenlicn;
while I read to them what the President of the United States inforins’
them he will do, although 'the Constitution'docs mnot give hi’ni",'th'e:
power. Hereitis: =~ = 7 ot e oemo o
“It is true that, on a sudden emergency of this chardcter, the Presideat would direct
any armed force in the vicinity to march to their relief; but in'doing this he would aéi
upon his own responsibility.” IR T LT AR g w (e it
ITe has no power to redress'the’ wrongs'of in American citizen in’

a forcign coumry. The' Constitution does not confer on’ liim' that'

A T
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power. To do so would be to violate the Constitution ; to do so would
b to violate his official oath; and yet he informs us that whenever
the event occurs, whether or not we grant the power, he will take the
responsibility of exercising it. I do not know how that may have
fallon on the ears of the Senate of the United States, but I confess it
struck me with more surprise than any sentiment 1 have ever heard
avowed here or elsewhere; that the President of the United States
should come to Congress, and, while asking for potwer to redress in:
juries of citizens of this counutry; not for -self-defence—the’ Senator
from Vermont (Mr. CoLnamrr) showed us the other day that hio was
not asking power to prevent an injury, but to redress it—that he
should ask for power to take vengeance into his own hands; and, at
the same time, tell us that whether we give him that power or not,
lie will assuine the responsibility of exercising it, in violation, as he
acknowledges it to be, of his official oath! ‘

If this is not despotism, I confess I am entively ignorant of what
constitutes it. The Senator from 1llinois, (Mr. DotrcLas,) as I under-
stood him, advocated and sustained the whole of this message in its
entirety. 1le said that he would not only give the President the
power which he asked for, a limited power in certain instances and
in specified countries, to use the Army and Navy of this cotntry, but
that he would give it to him for all countries and for all time. I
liave not the Constitution of the United States before me, but I think
the language of it is, that  Congress shall have power to declare war.”
The war-making power is vested in Congress by the Constitution.
What, then, is the meaning of alaw of this kind#" Suppose you were
to add to the clause of the Constitution giving Congress the war-
making power, a proviso of this description: “except that the President
of the United States shall, at all times and in all conntrics, be author-
ized to use the land and naval force of the United States to redress
any injury which any citizen of the United States may have snffered:”
where would that leave the war-making power? It would be taking
it from Congress and vesiting it in the President of the United States;
or, if not taking it from us, it would Do sharing it with Tim. This I
understand to be the doctrine avowed by the Senator from Illinois;
but as he is not present, I will not dwell onit. Itisa doctrine wholly
subversive of the principles of our Government.

The question recurs, what can the President of the United States do
with this money? He has told us what he will do in his special mes-
sage. Well, sir, give him $30,000,000, and what will be the result?
Tle says he will violate the Constitution of the United States: he says
lie will avenge the wrongs which he claims are constantly committed
against citizens of this country, whether the power is given to him by
Congress or not. Ile requests us to give him the power, lest he should
be driven to take the responsibility of vielating the Constitution ; and
lie asks us in connection—for the two messages are to be taken to-
gether—to place in his hands £30,000,000, for the purpose of negotia-
ting with Spain for the acquisition of Cuba. Ilow the negotiation
will be conducted, I think I have shown you. I do not stand here
to bring any unfounded charges against the President. I have read
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his message. I have stated to you what he thergin, fnforms you hip

will do. . I think you.may ver, . fairly infer what he will |
ceives these $30,000,000, that ,ﬂef : kgfonfedﬁﬁg:fgﬁ%égb@ﬁf;h
e fhe act aythorizing im to, take the. cpursewhich he indicafes to
ylou.-_t w;dl}e will pnrsue. 1 say. here, qu. myroffigiali respansibilitz,
that, reading tiiese two instraments togethex, . shoy fmp.t(F e!;qpng,s,t
the President of the United Stategwith tha power;of using $30,000,00
in this mannér. Taking his own language, I shonl [erlz'peut, hmpp{)
volve the.copntry. injwar: . If, there|werang Qih@%l’&?@ﬂ% Kl won
mﬁplm? this monay. in his Iands,. 1/ 11 i giisgingoe o ol
uty:sir, leaving this branch of the argument; and.gupposing, now
for a single moment, that it were pogsible toparchase Cuba;;
ing itcould be purchased,for; $120,000,000,qr $200.00Q,000-—Jhe)ﬁ o
sident haﬁ mgwa,ted. fin oneef hig ﬂlﬁf&@he&l I think in, the |insirwa:
f}ons to Mr.Saundérs, what he wonld bewilling itg igiye; and,Liber
ieve, by pa!cqlauon, it was shown ,gf‘t,hat tindg, to, be:; '1420,30.0;0004
probably the sum now réquired weould be atileast $200,000,000 x)bnty
w.habe_ver.1.t';.may,/l,).e,.sup;j)ose,'rtlha, with the, money. now proposed
be placed in ‘thei,l,lan,d, of. the President;. qu Y "’uisiatioa:uo{w&bg
might be accomplished ;; what areiits advantages, asstated in thelms
guments prmcxpa“y(rehe on: in.the Senate !, %Zhelsen'a,ton from. Loul
siaha (Mr. Bmu.mum)\kas dl_SC;LlBSG{t that subjact with. great zibiiitybz‘;i
might say withimore thap his msualabitity ;' and he hag frankly stated
tohus what is thle‘objec(t to be gained by. tﬁe acquisition of Cuba ;i and
why it is that the peppls of ithe.free; States areiasked .tq contribyta.
their resources $200,000,000 dor, the acquisition, of this island. u-)f,'ws '
stat:}:‘xti in his own langqagq..,“He 8RB 3iy [oyrl ot qpienr - .‘,',_Jl”’.,'l "‘fi'irh"
. “The leading fact; which oughtith be'kept constantly iid vie il ofort
‘g:;g;r.::&g"g; e ‘ijf.“-??i?y; that .%hep galth a._,%?’mJ@ﬁ;ﬂk}'&g&?‘gﬁ%ﬁfﬁ
i e 410 thel SoplERAS @#s,ﬂ% be secirpdy b 8, shifem of sorpatisory
How is it to be' accolfiplishiéd { " How s 4 éystet 8t commphish
labor” tb be dontinued i,'r'lp‘Qlili__l?‘.',rl'ié' "ISe‘n"a.to'f'A h%a 'ﬁﬂd'i]ﬁh@p igég "
“ o Py R R L s TR LR T AT RS 1659
i o rossed b ale fgs vt ehase howaibis B 95 hit 1 Som ARy
“ ”;“}I‘le‘_ncttllt:ildihgr‘éh'e of 't elivei lrandly therel 1 /107t ok v (e i
5 in . ‘ g ) ‘ e i e
T it i i ok
# Téfnfan slava trade, whibh s the pr._egai;t,',rwﬁ,“ ol s i
Te also gives, in another place; ajfonrth, mode — cquisition: by, the
United States, and tl;q.ixxm'gguppiqg,ipg slayes.fro}r’xafl?is';i:ourﬁ:r??ggg
ofﬁllirs ave }s]ystem., N b totr b 1Y b, i 1ol o «Z",, [}
hese are his four modes of Gontinping com wlsory labor;in: Cinbd,
The first, by natural increase, he 8ays is%mpossra)le?j{ndqr t-ﬁe ,pggé:;
state of things.., Probably, it is,, . Ihé.séecond—the importation,af
coolies- and apprentices+he says, bas been. abaudoned Tor_ its finhel
manity. . The thirdi—the African, slaye trade—must at-some,'time
cgase. It cannot always go.oh. | It may be many.years-—it, may, can-
tinue for %eneratan to,come ; t}upiﬂz,e,‘tiifne,mpﬁt; arrive ;when, ﬁxqﬁ
traffic: will cease../'Thén;what remains?. There is but one mode. ,-Any

nexation to this country is the only mode of perpetuating slavery in
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Cuba. That, then, is the objeet of the bill; and in that point of view
I am very willing to present it to the northern people. It is to per-
petuate slavery in Cuba, that the people of the North arc requested
now to contribute of their means foi this acquisition. I think the
Senator from Louisiena will admit that I have stated his argument
fairly. There is no other object to be accomplished. This is the great
cardinal point that must be kept in view, {t is for this purpose—to
perpetuate slavery in Cuba—that we are asked to appropriate this
money. Why should we do it? : '

"In the first place, the honorable Senator has diawn a picture of the
cffect of emancipation in tho West Indics.  Ho has pamnted it with
tho matchless skill of an artist who excels in coloring as well as in
composition. I do not deny that he has shown a statc of things cx-
isting there very much to be regretted by all lovers of Innnanity.
That it has béen caused by the emancipation, I by no mecans admit.
But suppose you admit that the free negroes of the Island: of Jawmnaica
ave in a condition of distress nuparalleled by that of any people on
the face of the earth; what does that prove? It does not tend to
prove that we oughtto acquire Cuba. If it proves anything, it proves
that we ought to acquire Jaumaica, and right that wrong, if sucl it be.
Why do not the Senator from Louisiana and his distinguished colleague
propose that we should restore the, blessings of slavery by the acqui-
gition of Jamaica? Why not go to Great Britain, and say to her,
“You have Africanizéd the Island of Jamaica; you have imperiled
our institutions, and, therefore, from necessity, for the sake of self-
defence, we must obtain from you that island; if you do not sell it'to
us, you shall to no other nation; we will give you such a sum as we
think proper; your national debt is immense; you are bankrupt; secll
it to us or we will wrest it from you.” The reason why that is not
gaid, is obvious, and I need not state it. England may abolish slavery
in all her territories; and you will never hear either of the Senators
from Louisiana say to her, “ You are imperiling our institutions by so
doing!” No, sir; they will submit; they have submitted, either be-
cause they think it does not imperil their institutions, or for some other
reason satisfactory to themselves. Thero is no danger that this coun-
try will ever he involved in war because Great Britain has scen fit to
Africanize Jamaica. There is no danger that you will ever present
to her the considerations which you are presenting to Spain.  Such
langnage as has been used in this report, will never he used towards
Great Dritain, for reasons which I think are quite obvious.

Then, if this argument proves anything, it proves that we ought to
take the Island of Jamaica. It does not tend at all to prove that we
ought to take the Island of Cubaj because Cuba is not on the eve of
emancipation ; there is no projeet, as I understand, for the cmancipa-
tion of the slaves there. T,llc Senator fromn Louisiana informs us tlmt
the blacks of the Istand of Jamaica are in the miserable condition to
which T have alluded. If it were asubject that I wished to pnrsue, I
might show him that the blacks on that island, althongh in the condi-
fion deseribed by him, are not aloiie in misery ; that the whole race
are more or less in a suffering condition all over the world. Go to

cor
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Cuba, where slavery exisﬁs‘i,'whx/c‘ ‘the Senator has argued, is a great
blessing to the bldcks$ I'Have here a work which describes the' condi-
tion of the slaves on the Bugﬁ{ﬂ plaritations in Cuba. "I do not ppw wigh
to ‘detain the Séna,telwﬂ,li'1t_;',"6i_i'f,’1"1<':9uld'shp.w',that if emangipation
io Jamaica has‘'causéd” great distress anmong th',e.}bfacl,(s, slayery, dn

_ Cuba has overwhelmed the black race in distress indescribables ;.

M. Bensamin. I do'not désife to interrupt:the Senator’s gpeech;
but I will suggest that if 'he'prove that, he follows eut the ling. of my
digiment precisely. I'stated that thie negro slaves, under flgelgqh&n
gystem of slave labor, were éxtermirdted,in every generation. ' ..

Mr. Dixow. ~ I know, very ivell 'that the Senator argued lligit'lg;lé;ir

condition would bé improved by annexition to the United States, and

I shall attempt hereafter to. show that' that will not be  the case. ", I

was barély saying now, that'if tli’e,::fx"eé' blacks. of Jamaica arc great

sufferers, if* their condition ib 'sicH \aé hag been” described—I might

show' tlie sane thing as,regards the’ &laves in Ciba, and I dare gay,
if I were to follow it up, thie slaves. everywhere else in the world.
T think it could be shown tliat 8’ want of ventilation, and evex:y other
physical evil to which tHe' Sendtdt allidéd in”that connection; ¢xiate
in this very eity of ,Washington, and in many other portions of the
country ; ‘but I do Hot "wis}l‘ to ,'follﬁv({ ~out that line of re‘mark’,jp',fh(ijs
Shege o nty srgaont, T Hone. Q1L gt lne.of remark 1Py
ow, sir; how would yéu'imp¥ove the poﬁiitiqn"bf  the ;'sl'a"y'éq"ih
Cuba’ by annexation to' thil'countty ¢ . That, it. ig true, is -ore of the
objects Which the Sénator. frém’ Lonisiana told s v'{i'e' _Lad”i,nf,'i'j'éyfé'.“'
the dcquisition ; buthow will'hie'do it ? "I 'suppose the Senator wauld
say that, by increasing thé"'viltie 'of the'slaves which would result
from the abandonment of thé slave-trade, the interest of  the .owners
would require of them to afford to the slaves better tk‘éatrﬁcnt,",ﬁ'éh
they now, reccive, and that is probably shat he 'mieans when he says
the advantage of Ainerican institutions wpuld be. extended there,, .

suppose his idea is that slavery ‘would. exist there ‘as it docs lierq, and
that sclf-interest here induces;owhors to treat their slaves.well, in :99 -

......
.

sequence of the gredt value of ‘their property.  IHis great meang of

accomplishing therqb'é'c_t{__q{ the improvement of the condition of.the
slave is by affecting the intercst of thé owner. | This Is to be done hy
abolishing the slave-trade with' Cuba, by making the slave gnh(p
valuable, by introdacing our system of slavery. R e

I think, however, that the Sendtor fiom Veérmont was entirely ;;}g}i_'t,
when he drgued to the Senaté that the'acquisition of Cuba.would not
tend'to the abolition of the slgﬁvé‘-!ﬁ%ade.‘z"'(ih the first phi?_e', it wou Fl
scem very strange if increasing thie value. of the slaves, and tliiiiéh'n-
creasing the inducement to import them,,woild tend o suppress b e
Havé-trade.  We know' 'that it you raise the price of slaves iy Cinba
frord 8500 to $1,500, you" trable the ‘motivé which already leads; to
their ilie'oal.impo‘r,tatio}d_'ﬁt_’ev’o_nj._.'.Higzard.', T e e I'I'
* “But, sir, how 'will 'Fou, by the’ acquisition. of"Cubﬁi'é‘ﬁppr(({sé’ 16
slave-trade? What " dre you doing now? " The. British Government
have'a portion of thelr ficet on tlie coast of Cuba for tlle'supp}_‘b'é:?)():u
of the African slave-trade. Our ‘treaty with Qreat Britain requires
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us to keep somoﬂ)or.tion of our fleet on the coast of Africa, for the
same purpbs¢. 'There is, besides, in the island, a mixed commission,
partly British and partly Spanish, the object of which is to try offend-
ers against the laws prohibiting the slave-trade. Acquire Cuba, annex
it to this country, and the British fleet must leave; we will not brook
the presence of British men-of-war on that coast any more than we
would on the coast of Georgia or Florida. The British fleet must then
be removed. I take it to be an undeniable fact, that a very large
%ortion of the slave-trade is now carried on against the efforts of tﬁo

ritish and the American Qovernments, by tho abuso of tho Awmori-
can flag. I find that in 1838, ninctecn vessels laden with slaves
from Africa, came into Havana under the Ameriean flag. One, in
patticular, the Venus, attracted great attention, and landed its eargo
of ‘Africans under, this protection. When the mixed commission
notified omr consul, then Mr. Trist, of this transaction, and called
his attention to if, and requested him to use the authority of this
Government, what position did he take? Mr. Trist said it was
interference with the independence of our Government for that com-
‘mission to dare to call his attention to that subject. We had then
been independent some sixty years, and it does seem to me to be
about time for us to ccase our sensitiveness on the subject of our in-
dependence. I do not find that Great Britain and Irance, and other
nations, are scnsitive lest they should not be eonsidered independent
nations; but.our consul said we could not take notice of this call on us to
‘examine the subject, because it was a violation of our independence.
The American ship to which I allude, landed eight hundred and fifty
slaves in the face of our consul. She started from the eoast of Africa
with eleven hundred and fifty, and landed eight hundred and fifty
alive in Cuba. ‘

Very soon after, a French ship came in loaded with eight hundred
slaves, and the mixed commission called the attention of the French
.consul to the subject. Had he any fears in regard to the inde-

endence of France beipg violated by that notice being given to
ﬁim? Not at all. Ile called the attention of the Prince De foinv;lle,
who was there in command of one of the vessels of France, and a
serious and earnest attempt was made, which I am sorry to say was
nhsuccessful, to arrest the ownors of the slave ship. I say, then, that
this trade is carried on now under the Awerican.flag; and what are
we doing? We will not permit_any search of an American vessel.
There is no.subject upon which we are so sensitive as the right of
search. I confess that I think it has been carried to a gheat extreme.
T understand the doctrine to be that an avowed slaver, carrying at its
mast-head the American flag, is safe against the visitation and search
‘of a DBritish ship. .That, I believe, is the modern doctrine, and we
have driven Great Britain to accept it. Iam notin favor of it. I
think it is going too far; but that is the prevailing doctrine. Now,
I do not sappose the British Government would attempt to visit any
acknowledged, known slaver, or interfere with her in any manner
whatever, although loaded down with African slaves, if the Ameri-
can flag, without right, wrongfully desecrated and abused, was float-
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ing at her mast-head; angd if, to-day, information was to come to, us
;ﬁhgt' the British ﬁq&%}'ﬁm)'nt had, in);'errgsi with such a vessel, I {thjﬁx
Youwonld find soythern Senaters on thi floor ready to declar yrar
Outhainstant.” " LU L a0t gy 6]
.. If such is our fegling; if our flagjis desecrated in that manner;:if
it'is desecrated With'olur .consgnt and, connivance—for how else, can
you consider it?—how ean you expect the slave-trade to stop? Here
‘18 our flag, the most, Io,qxfops on the face: of the earth, which.is an
entire protection tq tpl(;e, slaye-tradg; phywhere on the brond ocean.
Asg I understand (;i,u" doctring in' regard to the right of search, (fih,e
American flag anywhere protects the slave-trader, and I do not wonder
‘that the trade goes, on. ;. I; do not see how. itj can he considered that
thi§ Government, t klng hid iground, is. desirous ,to, check the slave-
lt' ? ”tlz' v d B
trade. DBut it is sad:thc‘a trade. peverhps existed with any portion of
our own.country. I agree that it has mot, until gecently, and there
tite'several reasons for that. ;. The pegple of the South, do not takej the
ground that the;slaye-trade is/ against hpmanity;.J do not recollect
that'I have ever known, that argument to be,made jn the South.,~I
Dbelieve, as a geperal _ﬂl}ﬂg,w ¢, (ground taken by the South ig, that
the condjtion of the ha,ti-ve‘wy' " .fx,;icg.ps,,og the shores of Afriag, js
A
it

proved, by being brought into this country andsubjected to slavery.
: ’hieﬁ, if the s‘iav% tnglq'is to b,e‘gtloppe(nl ’,by the aequisition of! ,C}pbz,
Jit'is;not to be doné from _Huxx‘;age.qupj!deﬁatipps-. it is to be done be
.cpuse the interesyp’f the parties re uires, it. ., I thipk that is the prin-
.¢ipal reason why the trade has, yot&;eep carriéd on. with. our southe
States. But 1001);' at the recent cage:of the Wanderer, . You find theze
‘a car%o of slaves brought infe fher;squ,t,heynsconntpy; .You. find  that,
for a long time, one of the dt%inggjghgd judges of the Supreme;Goprt
_of the United States, sitting 1n the eircuit court, conld not Puccee;i- in

impanneling a grand jury who would find a true bill of mmdictment

for the offense. I think that, distinguighed judge would have'heen
very £ ad to bring, thes ,.'snﬁ efactors to justiegs;. but the grand,jury
-would not find aﬁil,t, j, nderstoad, recently, from the Senaton, from
South. Carolina, that, in, another, portlon of that State & bill hag begn.
found.  But wherg aré, {h'g Africaps 'who were jimported % . It 188aid
they cannot be 1qg'~ngl ;. they, cannoh ,be.-jﬂeﬂt,i,ﬁgd. . Suppose a.cargoof
fugitive slaves hgd bee ifepﬁqwga qunder the €1lgiﬁve..£gme,'lam,"tipd
&y

brought into 4 port in Geo ginor South Caroljna.:; do,youthink
“could not have bqgn,i:_ehﬁi&qﬁ]"ﬁ.: 3 there any’difﬁc;ﬂhyf?n'idéntjfy'
slaves, if thére is a desire t9,identify them . The. fact; 18, these 'A]gf-

‘cans were thrown iato the mpasses of | the, black population ; mingled
§rod 4 . . e, IRERS A A kit S ey 3 "
;up with thein; gn it seems to m >, by the consent;, and: the . copni-
‘vance, of the southern people. -.ﬁ:iis useless. to say. to ;nevthat,t_hey
.do not know where these gl .-.Y.e‘s,arfi-. “They do:kngw where they, ax¢;
they' can produce, them if, they  will. (Wh{.phey,ldp,ppt, ig for_ghem
't6 answer. " I have no donbt ,tge__y,‘,w 1 easily. identify, a cango of fiye
hundred fugitive slaves, and, visit.them with condjgn punishment.
They are well knoyn; hyt, they are:ngt 8o well marked, not half'so
distinguishable, as  Africans freshly imported from the coast-of Africa.

I say, then, that is a pretext. ’fﬁey can bé known ; they are known.




18

At this day, they are laboring on the ficlds of the southern. coun-
try, ]perfecﬂy well known to be imported slaves from Africa. The
southern people say it betters their condition; but if you desire to
to check the slave-trade, you can do it. It is a bare question for
the southern people to decide. I do not think the northern people
can check it; I do not see very well how we can prevent it. 1 think
the citizens of the South, of Georgia, of South Carolina, and Virginia,
must decide for themselves, if they desire to restore the slave-
trade. I do notsce how this Government can prevent it. At any
rate, it wonld test the powers of the Government to do it. 1 do not
believe the present Administration would make the attempt, though
I do not mean to say they are not doing their duty, so far as the pun-
ishinent of the persons connected witﬁ that ship are councerned. I
have Leen told they were. I have been told that process was now
being pursued. Iﬁave no doubt that the judge, to whom I have al-
luded, did his whole duty on the subject. .

It sccins you cannot identify the slaves brought in the Wandereor.
Now, suppose you annex Cuba to this country: I beg.to know how
you will identify the slaves brought into Cuba? I wish to know.if
you will desire to abolish the slave-trade there, more than in your
resent country?  Every possible motive you bave now to encourage
it, will exist in a tenfold stronger degree than at present. The price
of slaves will perhaps be doubled ; it will certainly Le increased to a
great extent, in consequence of the demand there existing to fill the
places of those slaves who, we are told, are no longer to be brought
from Africa to the Island of Cuba. If you stop the African trade,
then, of course, you must have it from this country. Iam free to say
that if the slave-trade must continue with the Island of Cuba, aud the
question is presented to me whether it shall be with this country or
with Africa, I should hesitate very much, before I should say that I
would prefer it to go on from this country. Senators say the slave-
trade will stop as relates to Africa, and commence as relates to this
country ; that you are to take your slaves from the United States into
the Island of Cuba. Now, without indulging in any incendiary re-
marks in regard to the right of the slaves of this country, I think I
may be justified in saying that they have some claim on us. They
are faithful, they are industrious, they are docile; they are now per-
forming their dutics all over your southern fields, knowing very little
of what is going on here. I undertake to say that if this black popula-
tion, now, cultivating your fields, knew that this proposition was here,
all their interests would be awakencd. It they supposed thic question
was whether the slave-trade should ccase from Africa and should
comnience from this country ; that the question was, whether Cuba
should be supplied with slaves from there or from here, they would
be listening with all the attention they could give; and if they found
that the Congress of the United States were about to pass a law, which
would lead to the transportation of themsclves, or their children, to
Cuba, I say to you that, from that whole black race, there would as-
cend to lleaven a more piteous cry than ever pierced the skies.

They have rights here, and we ought to consider them.  Will you
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supply the labor of Cuba by slaves born, not in, Africa, but in;this
country ¢ Shall they be subjected to that horror? "I will not attempt
to dederibe it. “Southern'Senators know better than I'do, how. these
Africans feel swhen they.are carried to.the.:Red river. -‘Thoy-know
what sort of punishment'it is for certain portions of the Africanirace,
now held as slaves in;this" coyintry,’ when they ‘are ‘transported from
the homes to which: they are as much: attached; as. we are.to our-own;
growing there, perhaps,-with a stronger root thanwé do, with stronger
social feelings, with warmet affections, with 'local'feelings ag'av'dent
as our. You know,. Senators. from .the South,, how. these slaves, feel
when .thoy are transported to another. country; and you kpow per-
fectly vvedy what 'a state bf_th'f{lgqMouldﬁqgiﬁ,'},f) they were liable to be
transported to Cuba. ' I _dg nqt wish to dw on it; ,bl_l_tI say, torday;
my preférence is, if Cu; P«'Is-}o-b"’. sup'EIie'd with gla,ges from any other
country than itself, that itshquld not be from this country.' I would
stand here and give ny voté and wmy voice, in support of .the. ¢laims
of the colored men of the South. The slave-trade is sufficiently hqr-
rible in Africa; but for that we are npt fyvhéﬂy.respoh.sfx,ble.;.’,'iét;.it
never be carried on from this country: ... .y c' L s e
I do'not believe; ther,that the §lave-trade would'be in: any’sensd
checkéd by the annexation _gf;'Cpba to this, country.. I aéknowledgd
that that lhas been in the minds of many; and it was, at one time,
in my own mind, an argument in favor, of the acquisition of Cu-
ba. DBefore I examined 1t, I bad a vague- idea that it might tend to
abolish the slave-trade; but, on examination, I think, on the contrgry,
it would rémove obstacles now:in the way of the trade. ... .1, .1
.. Bat, sir, the Senator from Louisiana informs us; that unless we can
perpetuate slavery in-the Island of Cuba, thé civilized world' iust
give up'the use of tropical',’_groductions to a great_extent. He :says
tropical productions-cannot be produced to an extent. commensurate
with the wants of the world, without compulsory labor in Cuba: I
think it can be shown .that the’ Senator is mistaken.” I haveé 1g,idea
that, if Cuba was to-day stricken from the:faceiof the globe;.if, she
was where the Spanish say they would rather-she should be, than'comeé
into our power—at the bottom'of the ocean—I lx_a._ve‘not.tiﬁe',fsli'gh_tééﬁ;
idea that the supplyléf‘trbi)iéal. productions, especially sugar, would.
be wanting to the world.: In the first place,;let us see whether:it be
true, that sugar i§ only raised by slave labot, and in slave countries,
"I upderstood, thé Senator. from Florida, this morning, to say. that it
could not be raised by white labor; but perhaps I misunderstood him.
I have before me a book of travels in Cuba-and Porto Rico; by David
Turnbull, published ‘in 1840, from which, I desire to read a' few ex-
tracts _oxft{lis subject, as to whether the world is dependent, on-com-
pulsorylabor in éuba, or 'on,?he existence of Cuba.at all, for itg sup-
ply of tropical ‘productions. ' He says: o gl " e 10 003
“The most remarkable fact counegted with the history and the present state of -Porto
Rico, is that the fields:are cultivated and sugar manufactured by-the hands.of white men:
under a tropical sun. It is very possible that this might never have occurred had not'the-
island been treated as a penal sattlement at an early period of its history.:. The convicts:
themselves were condemned to hard [labor as a part of their punishment; and when thé:
term of their sentence expired, they were compelled to continue it in-order to obtain.the:
means of subsistence.” g B B Py

‘
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He says further:
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the patriots and philanthropists of Cuha, as to the necessity of employing negroes—cither
in a atate of slnvery or freedom—in the interior of the sugar-housca.  This matter is bet-
ter understood in the Jnglish islands, where the white man's chief danger is supposed to
consist in application to any active employment upder a vertical sun. .
“The prize essay of Don Pedro José Morillas, which was crowned by the Royval Patri-
otic Society with the patent of aocfo de merits, contains many interesting suggestions as to
the substitution of the labor of white freemensfor that of negro slaves,  lle contends that
the extreme cheapness of African labor is the sole cause why the white inhabitants of the
West Indies have, by the mere disuse and want of exercise, lost 2 large proportion of their
physical force. He'denies, however, that the debility, arising fror inaction, is eo geheral
a8 it is 80 commonly supposed to be. ,The young men, horn and bred in the interior dis-
tricts of the island, are so well formed and robuet as to be able to withstand the extreme
hent of the dog days and the cold of wintor, which is not nnknown in Cuba, with no othet
covering but the light linen vest which they wear ull the year vound. From sun t1 sun
these men will make a journey of twenty leagues, oh foot, without being worn out by the
heat, or impeded by the suddenly awollen riyers, gnd with no encouragement to procesd
but their cup of coffee ‘and their ¢lgar. Thejr fress is a linen shirt and pnnl.n&oons, a
etraw hat, and shoes of the nntanned leathor of the conntry. They earry, besides, a
hamuwock and n single change of dress, .which, with & sword and a fong koife at their
girdle, complete their equipment. When surprised by nightfall, they enter.:the nearest
thicket and hang their hammo/ oetween two trees, where, after smoking their cigar, the
sleep soundly till nwakened b che sonf of birds, the ery of wild anitrials, and other sounds
which serve, in a thinly Ee pled country, to'intimate the approach of day. ‘Yet thess
men ghow no signs of weankness, and live to a good old age. On such grounds, Sefior Mo-
rillas concludes that the (white) young men of the Havana need nothing but the habitual
exercise of their muscular powers to enable them to rival, it aclivity, the Peon de tietra
dentro. o : Cot N
“It is the presence of slavery which, in the Ialand of Cuba,:as in every other country
where it exists, throws every sort of personal exertion into discredit. Because labor 13
the lot. of slavery, the prideof the freceman is alarmed lest the line of demarkation should
not be broad enough between him and the slave; and he there‘ore abstaine from working
altogether. .
“If the sun of the tropics be less friendly to physical exertion than the climate of the
temperato zones, it nﬂ'orfs at least some compensation by fertilizing the eoil and muitiply-
ing the crops which may be reaped from it. It is, moreover, a well-known fact, that, in
the Island of Cuba, nien of color are véry rarely employed in the work'of cutting dowd
the timber; and yet it will readily be admitted that, to fell with a hatchet a full-grown
mahogany tree, is a task as arduous as most of those to which the crdinary field laboter
is opposed.  In some districts of the island, the Islefio from the Canarles, andthe Galleg:
from the north of Spain, may be seen bent down at this employment from the dawn.ofiday
till sunget, without experiencing any bad consequences from it. The smiths and thp car<
penters of the island are, in like mauner, almost all white men ; but although\it is not un-
common in Burope for a soldier to sink on the march, a similat failure, if' we may beligvé
the best inl'nrmmsJ inhabitants, is seldoin heard of, either among the troops'orithe’ white
tradesmen of Coba. S e e g
“Compare the lnbor of eutting down the enobas, the chicharrones, and the quiebra-hachas,
literally the break-hatchets of the country, or the less laborious employment of thé:ear-
penter at his beneb, or the smith at his anvil, with the planting and cutting down of' the
sugar-cane, and ?'ou will probably find that the balance is greatly in favor of an employ-
tient on which disgrace and diseredit have been thrown by the exclusive application to'it
of the labor of slaves. Sugar, it has been seen, can be cultivated successfully ‘by white
meti in Porto Rico; and there is pothing in the climate of Porto Rico to distinguish it
from that of the islands in its neighborhood.”

The truth is, that sugar and other tropical productions produced by
slave labor, arc produced at a very great waste. Scientific improve-
ments, new modes of manufacture, are introduced where ‘free white
labor prevails, as is ‘seen’in Trance and Germany, and ag alluded to'
in an article to which I desire soon to call attention. Now, sir, I say
that when you consider the sufferings of the black race, so powerfully’
and cloquently depicted by the Senator from Lounisiana, in Cuba, in
the manufacture o(1 sugar, almost any man of ordinary humanity would
say that if sugar conITd not ‘be produced in any other manner, the’
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human race had far better abandon its use; the Juxury and comfort
gained from sugar would not compensate, in the mind of any man of
umanity, not to speak of an American Senator, for the indeseribable
suffering which, the Senator from Louisiana informs us, in the conrse
of a few years, actually destroys the whole black race in Cuba., That
is too expensive. No man of humanity could desire to continue the
mannfacture of sugar in such a manner. Why, sir, there is, in the
manufacture of sugar, a process of filtration through animal carhon—
which is bone reduced to a carbonaceous substance by calcination in
a closed vessel. That process is found to be a very useful improve-
ment, but it could not for a while be carriod out, beeanse of the very
great expenee; tho ealeined bones being very soon rendered uscless;
until there was discovered what was called, technically, a mode of
revivification, by which the animal carbon could be restored to itg
former value. But when yon use the human sinew, and human mus-
cle, and human bone in this way, there is no revivification; you can-
not restore them; you destroy the whole race in less than one gene-
ration, and are obliged to supply the places of the dead from the coast
of Africa. Any man of ordinary humanity would say, the whole world
had better abandon the use of such a luxury than to attain it at such
a price. That, however, is not necessary ; our philanthropy is driven
to no such point. If the Island of Cuba were to-day annihilated, the
manufacture of sugar would scarcely be diminished after the lapse of
a few years. b
I have before me an article in De Bow’s Review, written, I think,
by the Senator from Louisiana. 1 judge so partly from its style, and
Fartly because it bears all the marks of his ability, and is signed with
iis initials—J. P. B. T have not asked the Senator whether he wrote
it; but I believe he did. [Mr. Brnsasmin assented.] In this article,
he inform us of the imporvements in the machinery and modes of
manufacture adopted in France, and resulting from free labor. The
Senator himself states enough to justify me in saying that, it Cuba
were out of existence, this country and”the world would have, from
other sources, a sufficient supply of sugar, and in a very short time.
He says:

*The extent to which the production of sugar can be earried in Louisiana is apprecia-
ted but by few; but those who reflect on the subjeet, and who feel an interest in nll that
concerns the prosperity of our State, foresce, with exultation, the day not far distant,
when boundless tracts, now covered by the primeval forest, shall tean with plenteous
harvests of the cane; when nearly every plantation shall be a manufactory of refined
sugar, supplying not only the wants of our oun country, but forming a large item in our
annual exports; when, in a word, the industry and enterprise of our population shall sue-
ceed in develo ing, to their full extent, the resources which a bounteous Providence has
lavished on this favored land.”— De Bow's Review, vol. 2, pages 344, 345.

Ought we, then, to perpetuate slavery in Cuba, under such a terrible
state of things, that, according to the Senator’s own showing, almost
the entire civilized world would rather abandon the use of sugar,
could it be produced in no other way, and when, too, he tells us that
ugar enough can he raised under the patriarchal system that prevails
in Louisiana? I will not speak now of white labor; I will not speak
of free labor; I will not speak of the manner in which sugar is raised
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other free countries; but the Senator informs us that the'insti-
itlllxti(c)m, as it now exists in Louisiana, can not only supply the wants
of Louisiana and of this'country, but supply a large annual export
to the rest of the world. 'Then, we may allow 'in?a to pursue its
own cowrse; we may allow'the cultivation of tropical products to
be abandoned there, if the world will not _suﬁ’gr in consgqueincf.
I find, also, in this article, that the Senator 1nt1matesﬁtllat 1t-niiglt
be advantageous to have some white people, who know a | 't&le
more than the blacks, to catry on the manufacturé of su %L'H’h
fact; the whole tenor'of liis argument ghows that’ for the (tiulnvu_, g{lr;
of ‘sugar, you require intelligent, cultivated, skillful, ma . migh
almost say free labor. 'It is very true, that it is claimed by ll'n{m()ir
there is a portion of: the wotk that cannot very well be accomp 1§h1e
by white labor; but when you take tho whole manufacture tog‘e‘it'v er,
find skill 'and ingenuity necessary. ) ) 5
yoflll‘llel'e are other n‘lgdeé in"ywhich sugar can be raised. Ilow is sugar
produced in I'rance?  You'wbuld suppose, from hearing the Sena]tf)r
-from Louisiana, that, if Cuba'ere out of the wa}wﬁ]_ W? should actually
suffer for wint of this luxuryeiThere was a'time, 'when, “n‘dersk%
colonial system of Greht Britain inder the systen: she Pu:ém_é.‘ .lo_
cutting off all trade with France, that ‘country was deprived entirely
of the use of sugar. Her trade with the sugar-growing comltr}% v;va:
entirely destroyed; and what resdurce did Napoleon adopt ? éa 4
dnce introduced the manufaéture: of ‘sugar from the.-l?'eet roo, an d"]‘t
has grown now to be 'one of the greatest interests }p’?f'ﬂmjope, .?‘;n, "1_?
pursued extensively in I'rance, Germany, Ru§s.1_xz.,“%nl<i-|_P l?ﬁnd?-“".é].
over Europe the people are ’suﬂahed with sugar, in“a ];gr§gt .n}ga{;nrer,
from their own labor. It would be so in a'short timg’here, if it! véte
not true that Louisianalis l:t:;bl'e to sl,'tg.)‘plyt l';hp 'ygorld isﬁgg m ha?’g‘?sﬂh
willing to give tliem all the protection ey have asked. it i 2t
It segems,gthen, that this argument addressed to'the phgsfcal '(EOt{;l‘t\ilft
of the people of thid country, that they need t‘%{ acquir Qu{lga- O'i the
sake of increasing their luxuries to this egtent{, is énfirely’ 'va_ll c-dugé
If you wish to cheapen su%ar, there is a direct'mode ’oﬁddmng‘t t
strike off your duty. Will the Sénator 'fl’OIrl.‘-LO.llfB}a!'la' pi:()poglf{l%d‘gg
that? I think he will fihd no very ‘great objections to 1t'on 't )ééij X
of the House. That is an effectual mode y  which’ sugar mdy b
cheapened ;- but'it-is entirely fallacious to argue that it is necessary,

in order to supply the people of this country with this luxury,that -

‘we should perpetuate compulsory labor in Cuba. There is no such
:1:cgssity g E1)f' tEere Wel'e;iogr'peo le would never consent that it BhQL;LYld
be done throughtheir 'responsib‘i ity. It is too high a price to ']ig'y}

Having attemptedito dispose of - that portion of the subject,' I now
come to another brahohulIiwill state'another obJe‘qtllomwhl'clzr l.t"éee‘%h
to me, may be ‘madel'with'great force to -the ‘present’ ggqu}sltg;pt’l,hf
Cuba, supposing that it'might be hequired in the manner p(lnntet}_o it
by this bill. I allude to the character, the habits, and the 'pecu. '13.r1§
ties of the people inhabiting that island. What do we pr«f}posefo”t?‘
We do not propose to take thém as a'colony, to be gdverned by & phq-
consul, by a viceroy. We do'not prapose to take them in any other
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manner than as one or more sovereign States of this Union; and,
when we do o, we must guaranty to them republican institutions, and,
for the first time in all our history, we shall find the duty of guaran-
tying republican institutions a very arduous work. Are these people
fit to come into our Government as equals? What makes a people
fit for free government? I take it that free institutions, such institu-
tions as ours, are not a cause, but an effect. They are produced by
the character of the people previously; they do not create the people.
Our people, with the character they already possess, created our in-
stitntions,.  Our institntions did not create the people.  They prac-
ticed selt-government long before those self-evident truths were pro-
nounced by Mr. Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence. That
was no new discovery. The State of Connceticut, the State of Mas-
sachusetts, and other States, were perfectly well prepared by lon
practice, which had continued from generation to generation, and haﬁ
become hereditary, for free institutions; and, at this very day, if you
ware to shatter this Union into its original elements, the State of Con-
necticut, the State of Massachusetts, apd, perhaps, every other State,
could go on with its government precisely as it now docs, becaunse
they are all practiced in self-government. The sovereignty which I,
in part, represent, went on for more than one hundred years before
the Revolution, and has now been practicing self-government for two
hundred years; and never had a Governor who was not chosen by
itself. We never had a royal Governor. Such were the pcople who
established our institutions. The people made the institntions, not
the institutions the people. Now, let us look at these people of Cnba.
What kind of institutions can they establish or sustain? Mr. Clay,
in his first letter on this subjeet, to which I allude, gives his opinion
inregard to their fitness for self-government. 1le says:

“The population of the islands is incompetent at present, from its composition and its
amount, to maintain self-government.”

“That was the opinion of Mr. Clay, in 1825. Have they improved
ginece? I doubtit. The difficulty 1s in the race. All southern Sena-
tors clnim that the black portion of that populntion arc unfit for sclf-

overnment, and they counstitute a large propovtion. 1low is it with
.the whites? They are not of our race. They are of a race which
has never yet succceded with self-government. In considering this
subject, a comparison has been rometimes made with the annexation
of Iflorida and Lonisiana. In Louisiana there werd scarcely any peo-
ple; in Florida there were not many ; and at this very day, they send
no Spaniards here to represent themn in the Senate. They send men
with good Anglo-Saxon names, and with good Saxon blood running
in their veins. Those people never were a foreign people. That was
not the annexation of a foreign country, althotigh it has been spoken
of sometimes as it it were. It was the annexation, for the most part,
of virgin soil, not peopled; and, therefore, from that no analogy can
be drawn.

But what are these people? I have here ashort description of their
character, to shew you that they are totally unfit to come into the
Union to-day as citizens of a republican government. They are more

o
|

25

unfit than any nation of Europe; far'more so than Spain at this mo-
ment. We suppose that certain notions’ of individual equality are:
necessary to prepare a people for self-government. They should ex-!
ist beforehand, as they did'exist here in the early settlement of our
country. Notions of individual liberty and personal freedom, existed
long before the Declaration of Independence. Is there anything of’
that kind in the Island of Cuba? Let us see what the state of society:
is there. I read from the same book to which I before referred, Turn-
bull’s Cuba, page 49: - fi n

“The distinetion of ranks among the various classés of socicty is as carefully kept up
in Cuba s in the most aristocratic countries in the Old World. The first includes the
resident grandees of Spain, :of whom there ara about thirty ; the Titulos of Castile, resf
sembling as nearly as possible the.anomalous rapk of Baronet of England; anod the Ha-
cendados, or landed gentry of this island. Next after them come the Empleados, or eivil -
functionaries in the public offices, of whom, at the Havana alone, there are eaid to bé oner
thousand; and on the same level. with these gentlemen may be placed the officers of the _
srmy and navy. The merchants, Spanish, creqlé, or foreign, hold only the third place in ;
the order of precedency. ~ After them, come their clerks, French, English, North American, ;
or German; such of them as come from Spain, being chiefly Gaditanos. Retail merchants
and shoﬁkeepera‘ hold a still.lower statitn.;, they, ,!'ljé‘.in.’g'enerai rom the Ganaries, Cat- .
alonia, Biscay, or North Amerita: ,The Ga 'gggﬁfikp’bur. own Itish laborers; pecupy. tha .
lowest place in the social scale; the colored jand..negro race being tabooed sltogether..,
The emigrants from old Spain and the Canaries, but pspecially the Catalans and Gallegos, |
with their descendants, may be considered a permanent addition to the population; but,
foreigners, who generally come; as clerks and depart, as merchants, take root; but, rarely.”.;

That is the state of society in Cuba at this day. Ranks,are as well
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settled and established there as they are in an% country, of, Europe.
There is no notion of personal equality there. The. gréat self-evident+
truth “that all men aje created 'équal® has neyerbedn digeovered?

there. Do you suppose you cap: f'c')fl??el,i!;‘!dn"ﬁht_%m)ﬁi’gﬁﬁ,“ E}ﬁg'théf#'ﬁr{‘ :
into this country? Surely'notiin. one:generation.:. Bat theiSenatora
from Louisiana, in his report, .give"s’lus'raft‘h(ﬁr adi rerfm*t{*‘fpidﬁqrg'?f_ﬂr 1
state of the island in that Tespect,” THERBYLT") L0 o 00t o dnide
“The feeling of caste or race is as marked.in Ouba:ag-in:the United Stdtes: The:whitea
creole is as free from all taint of African :blood 'asithq descendantof thedGoth/on.the2
plains of Castile. There is a numerods whithipeasantry; brave, ‘robust;éober,aind honqahﬂ
not yet, perhnps, prepared intelligently. toidiscHarge alli the dutiesfof the gitizen 4f:a free
re(ll)ublic, but who, from his-ofganization; phyeicaliapd mentgl s capible bfi.beitig elevisan
ted by culture to the sante level with theé'educatediGubans, who, as:4iblass, (are:ag refined;l?
well-informed, and fitted for self-govérnméns'éameh lof:any. dlass ofiany;nation danbas
who have not inhaled with their breath the at og‘pheye. of  freedom, WA, '
“Many of them, accompatiied by'their, fdmimb, ’ax;g\,f be’ rrig!;‘dit'ﬂf e£J\‘§' '!hn;‘_ﬁléi'?hb
ottr cities and. watering plaees, obsetvirgiand appretiating the workiingliof)our: formioft
governmenp;nnd its maryelpug gepplyq;,x‘nnr;y.a p‘kkqg,(-until the nxri\zal.oﬁ mpmp.ﬁsﬁpigu(_a
ays, an asyluin fr.bm‘thé oppression thaf has «;uye_q them from their homes; ,Iv ile hup-
dréds of their youths in 61“‘-)'93!_1’ ols-and Eollég’éf are tc uiting our langtidge, dnd fit Eln
themselves hereafter, it 1860 be!gbpbd ay no'distdnt d }?,t'o' ay & diatm'gﬂishﬁ part! 3T
their own legiglu_tiy;q.hg%[ngjn;;i;@re‘.mqppilg pf the nation.” i © (ii adlt i =tenirg
1 have had: the shbuorof sdeing! sontd:of. those  dibtinguished mus,”
and; no doubty: thégrmreorien wof vei?”high! chardotersy bliv|theysdre)
the thirty grindeesrwhq ardrdeserib d~iﬂ.thq book frmOwkicl Iiréddint
I'have seen themylatra réspectfal distance; at thé‘1Wété§‘ip‘g&pla‘bés”mfff
luded to by the'hqnorablei8énatory dnd while theii'behavior lisis eer-1
tainly been géhtlemaﬁljlana"c‘properyl could Hieverisee: thlit their wtter
dies were much oceupied in“Cobserving!and dppréciuting tive: Wbﬂ(ii_ﬁig L
of our form of governinent,? and stddyiny its’ prnéiplés and!'details’




20

incorder to reduce it to practice in their own ¢ountry: That picture
drawn by the Senator from Louisiana is, by far, too flattering to the
pco}})le of Cuba, as regards their fitness for self-government.

ow, I shall nssume that the people of Cuba are very similar to
the Spanish people. In point of fact they are of Spamish descent,
Spanish blood, and Spanish culture. They are no better than the
people of S,pain to-day. I have before e a book, written by a very
eminent scholar and gentleman, which is a standard work, I think,
upon the subject of the character of the people of Spain. I know it
was s0, gonie years ago, and I do not know of anything on the subject
that has been written better since. It is entitled, “A year in Spain,
by a young American, A. Slidell Mackenzic.” Ile gives us his views
on the subject of the fitness of the Spanish people for sclf-govern-

ment. e says:

“ Never have those much abused words, liberty and civilization, been so often invoked
in the cause of persecution and murder, as in the Spain of our day. The liberals bave
far outstripped the fanatics who preceded them, in the perpetration of iujustice and in-
humanity. They have been more fagatical than the fanatics themsclves, and fanatical
againet religion ; clemency is usually found to nc_c&mpnny power; but the Spanish liber-
qu have all the ferocity of weakness and vacillation. The sacredness of life, liberty, and
property, is equally disregarded by them. If they let the tougues of the multitude wag
more freely than before, still it is only after one fashion. It was the liberals of Spain
who first began the elanghter of prisoners in cold blood, and in the name of civilization ;
it was they who first denied to the geuntler gex its imniunities.”

He sums up in these words:

“The beauty of a Government is not wholly intrinsic. It consists of its adaptability
to the peculiar condition, habits, and manners of the people wholive nnder it.  Our form
of Governmeént is Leautiful, not merely iu itself, but because it has strong foundations in
our national character, in the love of order and sense of probity bequeathed to us by our
British avcestors, in the condition of property, in the habits of self-government, as old
a8 the era of our origin as.colonies, and in universal intelligence, fostering and fostcred b
the eystem under which we live. The same Government, excellent and beantiful, as it 18
admitted to be, witlhout other modification than occurred in translating the documnent
which embodied its precepts from one language intoanother, hasbeen adopted by Mexico
and other Spanish American States, prematurely severed by revelution frown their parent
State. -What have been the consequences! IHave they been order, security of life and

roperty, the supremacy of the law, the rapid development of the national resourcest
E’ot at all. They have been-anarchy one day, followed by military despotism the next,
and enarchy and military despotism again, antil the world has ceased to be attentive to
the oft-repeated intelligence of wars and revolutions. Aond so it would be with Spain,
with a form of government borrowed from England.”

.So it would be with.Cuba, with a form of government borrowed
from this country. The difliculty with Mexico and the nations of
South: America, who have tried this experiment, has been in the char-
acter of the race. T doubt whether the race jscapable of sclf-govern-

rent. You see what Mr. Clay thought of the:power of those Gov-
ernments in the first instance. He thought'Columbia and Mexico

were so powerful that we should make a treaty with:thém to guaranty
Cuba to Spain against all the world. Now they make a new govern-
ment in Mexico as often- as the Democratic party in this country

makes a new platform. A new constitution is made there quite as’

frequently. Suppose you attempt to establish a republican govern-
ment in .Cuba; what will Le the result? Both the Senators from
Louisiana, and others seem to think you have only to carry our insti-
tutions there, and that you will have a republican form of governi
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ment at onee. T eay to you you will find it necessary fo enforce it
youwill find it necessary to guaranty and defend it, and it will require
all the cflorts of your Govermment to do it.  You never can establish
it in spirit, though you may do it in form. The bribery and corrup-
tion that prevail there now will prevail in their clections.  You will
have worse than violent revolutions, you will have dee[l»scatod cor-
ruption at the foundation of all your attempts to establish republi-
canism, and in that way you may throw disgrace over the very name.
I do not think it best for us to force that people, in their present
condition, to come under our form of government. It would be no
blessing to them, and certainly would be none to us.

But, sir, there is another considers tion arising out of the enormons
cxpense proposed. 1 do not speak now of the £150,000,000, or nore,
to be paid for the island; because that would be a sinall proportion of
the ultimate expense.  Iut suppose it cost that sum: there is the in-
terest on that moucy ; then, tliere is the expense of sustaining and’
establishing a government in Cuaba. : The -Spaniards find it necessary,
to kecp twenty-five or thirty thousand troops there for some purpose..
It certainly is not to prevent the slave-trade. I doubt very much.
whether it is entirely to keep down the creoles. I am afraid that it.
is to keep down the blacks. There are some three or four hundred
tlugmsau({ free blacks there to-day ; and I am apprehensive that, if the
troops were removed, you would find repeated the scenes which have’
heen deseribed by the Senator from Florida this morning.  But, sup-
pose we could get along with ten thousand troops: if they should cost.
us as much as our troops in thig country do—and probably théy would
cost quite as much, if not more—there would be an expense of.
£10,000,000 a year. That, added to yoilr other expenses, would make.
over twenty million dollars a_year. If you follow this measure out,.
in all its ramifications, you will find that the expenses of the Govern-:
ment will be increased 1n every iinaginable degree. . When I say:this,.
1 do not speak merely of the Lare. expenditure of the money, = That'
is an cvil, but is comparatively a small consideration. You cannot,
pay out large sums of money from. the  Government. without proda-,
cing decp-seated corruption.” That is the great danger. You destroy;,
subvert, the whole character of your republican institutions. = There,
is no Senator here, who does.not know perfectly well that every pub-'
lic and private vice follows in the train of prodigality. I am sur-.
prised when I sce southern gentlemen, who are the advocates of:
ceonomy, not for the bare sake of money-saving, but because they;
wish to preserve our Government in its original purity ; Senators who
claim to have somciwhat of the feeling of the Madisonian. eia, of the
Jeffersonian era, and even'of the Washingtonian era, now willing to,
submit this Govetnment”to 'the’ tiial ‘bf such a vast increase of.its.
»atronage and its expenditure.' "If there is anything from whicl ‘we
}mve cause to fear, it is fromn the vastly-increasing amount ‘of .the pat-
ronage and expendituré of' the "General ,Governmeént. In extendin,
our lhwits at home within the two oceans, wg.inust necessarily extépﬁ
thesce expenses ; but, when wé go abroad to takein a foreign country, of
ditferent habits and different races, and attempt to force on them re-
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zlv'ufl)l‘uc.."m mstitutiong, we cannot but cause a vastly inereased expen-
ﬁ)lll‘y\i.’ and the consequences which I have named will nost certainly
It is said that the people of the North ought to be in favor of the
acqusition of Cuba, and the people of New England pnrticul:irly be-
cause it will extend their trade.” I have fo say for the people o'l"my
own State, that while they are desirons, so far as can properly be
done, of extending all those advantages, they wish to reap no advan-
tage by the extension of their trade, at the expense of the true prinei-
ples 0(" this Qovernment. . They elaim to be no more padriotic than
other States, l.m(. I do nof, think they can be influenced by llliS(ﬂl'Ojll-
ment that their trade is to be extended, and that they onght therefore
to- consent to a pro osition which violates the ]n'iné:ipl(;:\ of nigk (fov-
gl.nmcn.t. Ihey claim only to walk with cqual steps, with other
tates, in the path of patriotism, but they do not desire to advance
their material interests at the expense of principle.  If they had any
1such desire, I think they might possibly do well to inquire, it they
ook at it merely in respect to t]lle material advantage to ho eained
wl.]ethel.' the_y will receive any very great advantage by bringing into
this Umon_ four Senators, and eight tepresentatives af Jeast, who will
be, by position and by conneetion, opposed to all their dearest inte-
rests. I think they might very well consider that, if they were to
regard the mere question of advantage. ’ ’ l
The Senator from Tlorida closed his remarks by denying that it was
orshould be one of the great objects of onr pursuit, fo adorn and cultivate
what we have. _He argued that we ought, instead of that, to devote our-
selves to wsuing some further acquisitions. I confoss that I cannot
agree with him in this sentiment. ~ It is not lone since wo were fold
that we were to have an ocean-hound Repuh]ic;brlmt we were o ex-
tend from ocean to ocean. The Senator from Hlinois claimed to
be thc'father of that doctrine, but it was originated many years be-
fore his day. The Romans had the same sentiment,  /mperium
oceano, famam qui terminet astris ;7 which, it T were frecly fo trans-
late it, so as to avoid a translation hy my fricnd from Now Hanypshire
(Mr. 1TAre,) might be snfmposcd to mean “our empire is buumllc(l l);)r.
ffhe ocean, our glory by the stars”—and stripes added. Now you pro-
pose to go beyond this; to Jeave the idea of an ocean-hound Jifclmbli(;
and to go in search of foreign nations to he annexed to our own- -and
for what purpose? I have already indicated what seemed to me to
be the great objeet, as given by the Senator from Louisiana, (Mr.
Bensamin.) I have stated somewhat at length some of the ohjc::tions
which I have to the proposition to place thirty millions in the hands
of the President by this bill. All of them seem to me important;
but I will not conceal from you that the reason offered by the Sena-
tor from Louisiana for the present acquisition of Cuba, namely, the
perpetuation _ther:e of African slavery, is to me the most a.mpl'e’rea-
son for its rejection. I have no desire, and I believe the people I
represent have no desire, to interfere with the institutions of the States
of this Tnion. They will yield to them all their rights under the
Constitution. But when you ask them, in addition tgthis, not only
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to extend slavery into free territory, but to go beyond, and annex to
this Union forcign nations and foreign peopfe, for the purpose of per-
petuating compulsory labor, they object most emphatically.

Do yon ask why we are unwilling to extend slavery, to add more
slave States to this Union? Not because we desire to gain, or to keep
political power. It is for a higher and nobler reason. Slavery,
wherever it exists, must, necessarily, disgrace and degrade free labor.
The opinions expressed at the last session of Congress by an honora-
ble Senator from South Carolina, on this floor, and by other Senators
on other oceasions, though severely animadverted upon . at the time,
are the logical result of the system of slave labor which prevails in
our southern States; and which the Senator from Louisiana proposes:
by this bill to perpetuate in Cuba. They are the legitimate conse~
quence of a policy permitting the existence of a servile class in a com-:
munity, subjected to the actnal ownership of those for whom they
labor.” In other words, a policy which permits capital to own the.
labor it employs, nccessarily degrades.all similar labor in which free-
men may be occupied. It 48 imd sti'b‘le for any manual labor to be
considercd honorable, While',i‘t' is 'altost exclusively performed by
slaves, and is thereby made a badge of slavery. This, sir, is one. of
the strongest objections. existing in the minds of .the people of the,
North to the extension of slavery into the Territories now free. The
humanitarian objection hag great weight with many, and, so far as it,
can be shown, that the cont i_tiqn of the slave \'vill_{.e' render ~1 more; -
intolerable by the extension of slayery, that objection alone Wo'ul,(}, be:
sufficient.  But aside from '_this,,leaJvirig out offviewlgll copsiderations;-
of humanity or justice, L‘tié a spfficignt objection to the introduction,,
of slavery into any Territory, and to the introduction into,our system-

of any forcign slaveholding Statd ; that free labor j‘Isidégrad,éd by con-,
tact with slavery. It is ih that point of view that I now wish to,con-
sider it. What is freé lahor in & community, where slgvery doesmnot;
exist, and’ what is the same 15bor in a slaveholding State? Look at:
the condition of free labor'in hiy. own State, and’ the. estimation in
which it is therc lield. ‘Thé population of that ancient.commonweglth,
lias not doubled in the eighty-tliree years which have passed since the.;
Declaration of Independénce.’ ‘fét‘, 'if the vast ‘mulfitude of her in-,
dustrious sons. and daughters’ whom she hés given to populate, dnd |
build up and enri¢li otHer States had remained within- her. borders,
her soil could scarcely ' havé sustained them. - Every Statein the great,
West owes her a debt of"‘lgatitudé}fo,i' the people-she has supplied,
them. Tllinois, Indiana, Michigan, dnd those, younger gisters, Iows,
Wisconsin, Mli&.ﬂ'ﬂzéom, ab;i,Oi‘s' o, .t‘iVith- Kansas, soi)_u.,dl ﬁrust, to be.,
a State, all cquptamong thelisbest citizens emigrants and the descend-
s, i amigeaaa o CSHRGiont. - THG Jmiiiae sewion oseumd”
by those States liad been :rx.iad"é‘.yghgt;livt.‘.hés,riq.',_b_', ¢ome, by the labor, ,
the free, voluntm‘.y,‘cpighg?nwéd dabor, of inen who have carried !wiﬁisf
them the principles of 'the éarly @ettlé_rs of New England, and tg‘gir%
habits of unrémitting {idustry,” ‘Tn 10 other. way ‘could that wilder,,
ness have been subd 1(1751‘, ‘and made to blossom as the rose. ‘The,sens
timents of our people. hayje‘fthfls,..bbi?}i scattered ,like.,s'ged;flji;éi;ﬂ ..
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Qicceminated far and wide, throughouf the western States; and thero
they have taken root, and e Mowrishing in their matnred wrowth,
What is felt there, with regard to the character of free Tahor, is only
the transplanted sentiment of the State from which they reecived so
large a proportion of their population.

Now, siv, to say that the people of New ngland, and their de-
ccendants in the West, have always Jooked upon Jabor as honorable,
is but feehly to express their sentiments.  They consider idleness dis-
araceful.  They know that fo he idle is to be vicious. They know
ow this earth was designed by its maker fo be subdued and enlti-
vated by human hands—whose labor should be guided by a freo
human intellect.  The vulgar, unphilosophical idea, that human labor,
in whatever useful occupation it may be employed, is dishonorable,
lias no place among their opinions. Wit them, « work is worship.”
This sentiment, sir, was at the foundation of their institutions.  The
idea of the dishonorable grade of manual Jabor—as compared with
such occupations as war, huntingi, marauding, and the like—-came
from the degradation of a class, in the ages when the masses of mankind
were subjected, by conquest, to the rule of the few. The monarch
and his companions were the masters; their subjects were menial
laborers. Useful labor was, therefore, considered degrading. Yet
this was not the result of education, or refinement, or high culture.
On the contrary, in all ages, the most cultivated and refined nations
have most respected labor. The name of the man who first wrought
in Drass and iron, was deemed worthy to be recorded in Iloly Writ.
The son of Jupiter is described by the Greek poets, toiling at the
anvil, and forging the shield of Hercules, and the armor of Achilles.
Not to the intelleets of those carly days—unsurpassed even yet in
exquisite taste and lofty sentiment—who looked on life and its dutics
willl\ the unclouded eyes of an age not yet corvupted by the aceumu-
lated follies and vices of thonsands of years of progress, could any such
idea present itself, as that the labor of the human hand, in any uscful
occupation is dishonorable. That notion was rescrved for a later time;
and had its origin, as it has and must have its support and advocacy,
in a system of slavery. It is idle, therefore, to denounce those who,
on this floor and clsewhere, have stigmatised manual Jaborers and
operatives as slaves, however indignant we may justly be. The idea
is not theirs: it is the idea of their system. Negro slavery does, in
truth, not only cnslave the African race, but, in every community
where it exists, it also includes, in the chains of its bondage, the labor
of the white man. For him I now speak. Let those Senators who
consider what they call hircling labor degrading, visit the North, and
a new vision will greet their eyes; intelligent, free-labor, with its
ample rewards, its happy firesides—the homes of education and refine-
ment; its hours of lcisure, for the studics which fit freemen for their
political dutics; its means of educating the children, wlo, while the
father bends in cheerful toil over the plow, the bench, or the anvil,
are laying the foundations of that learning, which is preparing them
to become your authors, your inventors, your teachers, your Govern-
ors, your Senators, and the P’residents of your Republic.
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Such are the people, and such is free-labor, where slavery is un-
known.  Now, sir, what would he the same people, and what their
labor, in o slaveholding State?

We, sir, object to the extension of slavery into any free territory.
Sputhcrn men can see no reason for this, but a desire to invade and
violate the rights of the South. It secms to them aggressive. Sir
t'lxcu' own pailosophy ought to furnish them with a satisfactory reason
for our opposition to the introduction of foreign slave States into our
Union, and to the extension of slavery over territory now free. We
do not need them to instruet us, that where slavery cxists freeo labor is
degraded, and dethroned from its natural, rightful position. Whero
a mechanic can be bonght in the market overt, mechanies will
1{;111)(&:13 chattels, and will not be very likely to be selected to govern
he State.

1\_[1:. Rem. I understand the Senator from Connecticut to take the
posifion that slave labor degrades frec labor in the States where
slavery exists. L ; '

0
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Mr. Dixon. Certainly-'I‘ do ;.tllaflig my position.

Mr. Rew. The Senator from Connecticut has certainly given to
me a piece of information that I did not expect to hear, for, so far. as
my observation extends in a State where slavery exists, it is not so
regarded there ; and I should think yéople of the region of the coun-'
try where slavery exists, would have a better opportunity of judging
of that fact than ‘gentlemen who reside where slavery does not exist.

Mr. Dixox. I founded mg remarks mainly on the opinions which’
have been cx\)ressedv on this floor and elsewhere by soutliern Senators, "
in regard to the Jabor of operatives what they call ‘hireling Jaborers
at the North. They have -been denounced in more than one place,
not to speak of the debates on' this floor, a8 virtually slaves. have!
seen that in more than onespeéch delivered at the South, from which, -
if T had time, I-might quote. -« Althoughthis excites indignation ini
the minds of the peoplé of: the Nortly, it is the legitimate result and
consequence of the institutions of> the South. A

[Mr. Re renewed his denial.]

Mr. Dixon. Ithink the Senator will adinit, that every specics of labor -
which is performed for the most part by slaves, a servile class held as *
property by those for whom they labor, must become the badge of slas"
very; and be degraded. It may be that certain higher classes of labor !
not performed by slaves, which require more intelligence and more in-
Eenmty, may be to a certnin-extent respected in that community;-

ut I say, that where labor for the most part is performed by slaves,
the ‘lcgitimate logical result’is that frec labor will ‘be held i the !
estimation in which -the Senator from South Carolina stated at'the'!
last session, that: heheld it.: *I" doubt very: much wliether ‘the"
Senator.from* North Carolina® would 'deny my ' assertion, ‘that"
where mechanies are advertised: for sallé ; where you can buy s’ me-"
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chaunic in the market overt, inechanics will be held (o be n subjoc(
and degraded class. Suppose you were to advertise a physician
a lawyer, or a minister, to be sold at the block, ag you advertise 4
faithful, honest, industrions, intelligent mechanic, will the Senato
say that the result, the tendency of that, would not be fo degradd
those professions? If a single instance would not do it, suppose if
was the habit, the custom, the law, in any State, that lawyers, and
ministers, and physicians should be held as property, and sold ad
personal chattels. [ think, then, lawycra, and ministers, and physi

cinns in that State wonld rank as chatiels. J
[Mr. Re repeated that in North Carolina Jabor was held in re
spect.]

Mr. Dixon. Tam very glad to hear that, in the State of North
Carolina, free labor is somewbat respected. 1 think it is very likely]
that it is more respected there, than in somne other States where slavery
is of a more malignant type. But I deny utterly—itis not true; every
man who knows anything about it knows it is not true; it cannot be
true—tiat free, intelligent labor stands on jts-rightful poeition, and,
occupies its true, natural ground’in a State where capital owns labor.
As a general rule, I pronounce it entirely impossible. It needs no
argument; a bare_s‘tatement of the fact is enough; and that is well
understood by the free people of the North. They know perfeetly
well what the cffect of. this system must be.

‘Can you wonder, then, that our laborers, who are joint owners with
you of ouf Territories, will not consent to their being subjected: to
slavary? *Their frédlabor is their wealth, in exchange for which they
intend ‘o tranisfer:gome considerable portion of that territory to' tHéfn-
selves.  But-what do'you demand % That capital should there, as in
your-owirslavehidlding -States, own -labor.  Can you expect labor to
agred to that? I beg leave to say that the frec labor of the Nortl' is
provérbially intelllgent.” » Iinclitie:to’ think that nowhere, on the face
of thig earth, can beéfound 4 more'intelligent race, than the free Jabor:
ing men of the North. They:know, very.well, what must be'the effdet
upon them -ot asystém of law by wlich capital shall be made the
owner of labor. They knotv that the.views to whicl I have alluded
arc the necessary result, the logical cqnsequence of the long-continued
existenee of slavery in the States represented by those who éntertain
them. -They know. that labor. must, 'in all ‘slave States, loseits
ennobling, its divine character; and that:in the perverted estimdtion
of men, whose judgment is clouded: by-a false system of education,
the cinning work ‘of that most wonderful -instrument, the human.
hand—the marvelous invention of a Divine artisan—will be despiged.
and degraded. Tharcfore, it is, that-never by their consent, neverif
they can by any lawfu):means:prevent it} nevet-throiglh fear of hoy
personal or any political consequenced; will their free, intelligent ldbor
be subjected, in the Territories -of this Governmerit, to a degrading:
competition with tho labor of *African slaves; hor'sir, avill they ever:
consent thnt their-treasure'shall be expénded in a forced purchase
from an unwilling.nation, ot slave tedritory, for the avowed purpose:
of perpeluating therein compulsory labor,






