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" 'The Senate having resumed the conelderagion of the bill making appropria-
tion to facilitate the acquisition of the Island of Cuba by negotiation—Mr.
CRITTENDEN said: ST

Mr. Presioxnr: I will, as plainly and belefly ‘as I can, state the views which
I entertaia in relation to this important and interesting subject. The Island of
Cuba has always been a subject of no little-anxiety and interest to this country,
Lying immedintely upon the borders of our great continent, across the Gulf of
exico, and at the mouth of the Mississippl river, it cannot be otherwise, in
many points of view, than a matter of great consequence to us. It belongs,
however, to another. It is the property of Spain by every title that nations
recognize. It was among the first diecoverigs of her great navigator, Colum-
bug.  There he lived and there his remains ieg)ae. His life, his death, his his-
tory, is a monument of her title. Desirable as it has been regarded to the
country, our anxiety to possess it has never blinded us to herrights. We have
acknowledged, and we have declared, over:and over again, that, while it re-
mains hers, we never intend to question or disturb her in the ion. QOur
policy, in regard to it, has been as distinct as .any polic;{ which this Govern-
ment has avowed in relation to any eubject whatever. e acknowledge that
it is Spain’s; we acquiesce in her possession; but it is far more important and
desiragle to us than it is even to her; and we Jesire to acquire it; but this we
must insist upon, that she shall transfer it to no one but ourselves, and that we
cannot, with a due regard to our own n"ﬁ?ts'n'xd our own interests, suffer it to
go into the hands of another Power. at has been our policy. We have
avowed it fairly and frankly before the world;. Wehave made known to Spain
our wish to acquire its We have, perhaps, on.more than one oceasion, offered
to purchase the island. These offers haye all}ygn unavailing. With the pride
which characterized that proud people, who rémember their renown when they
have lost almost all those imperial possessions that Eave that renown to them,
they are loth to part with anything that carries with it the remembrance of tlie
ancient days of their empire and their glorg. They hold this island witlt Span-
ish tenacity, and we have not yet succeeded. ' -

The President now informs us that the time has come to renew our negotiations
for the purchase, He desires to obtain it * by honorable negotiation ;¥ and he
ezys, “we would not, if we could, acquire Cuba in any other manner.” With
this declaration, the Iresident proposes to.renew the negotiation. Sir, I have
no objection to that. The President will pursue on this subject that course

_which his own diseretion and his own wisdom, and the res onsibility of his
. grent.oﬂi_ce, may dictate to him. I am coxitqnt that he_ghould, Indépendent
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indenendent of our legislation, the President has a right to negotiate for
:lt;i: s&r anypother object Witl;sthe Spanish Government. He has a right, founded
upon the Constitution, not derivable from us or 'cm.ltrolable by us, now to nea
gotiate ; and if he can obtain from her, by negotiation, & cession of the Islan
of Cuba, there are few here, I think, who will not be prepared to hail the acqui-
it ith pleasure. .
sltlS(;:, ‘I‘”d}asill)'e to take my whole responsibility on this great subject, and to ex-
ress my opinions thoroughly in regard to 1t. It is my dutg'to do so; a;ld
ere among my brother counselors to give my counsel freely and independently,
and on my responeibility, before our common countrymen. I eay, let the Presi-
dent go on, if his judgment so dictates, in an attempt to negotiate for the acqui-
sition of Cuba. He will distinguish hie administration if he can make a suita-
ble and satisfactory treaty for ita acqulsition; but for myself, T must confess I
do not look upon his success as probable. I look upon the time and the seuso(;l
in whieh he is making the attempt, as the most unpropitious that has occurred,
or that could easily occur, for hissuccess. Look, for amoment, at the condition
of Spain. Isshe in a mood, is she in cireumstances to afford ue any promise
that now is the time and the present Administration the Administration to
which she is willing to make the sale} When the annunaiation, to which I
have alluded, from the President, of his_intention to attempt the purchase ?f
Cuba went forth to the world in the early part of December in the President’s
annual message, what was the echo that returned from all the Spanish posses-
sions to us—} may say, almost, from all Europe—what was the response? In
Cuba even, in provincial, down-trodden Cuba, the province of a despotism,
Spanish pride was excited. The proposition in the message for the use of money
to accomplish it, and the declaration of the purpose to all the world, seemed to
them to contain something offensive. At least, accordmg to my information, it
had the effect of rallying almost every man in the Island of Cuba in O]IHO'Bltlin
to our purchase. They were not to be meted out and bought and sold in the
market. That idea was offensive even to them, humiliated, a8 they hu\fe been
by long subjection, to a heavy despotiem. We had not asked them “heth?l"
they would be willing to be sold; we had no information that they were wil-
ling to be sold. It is assuming a good deal, to suppose that a community ;o
long established, occupying such a delightful situation on the face of the earth,
rich, enlightened, I may say prosperous, are willing not only to be sold, but tﬁ
submit to it unasked and uninvited. This I presume to be_the reason whie
roduced such a concurrence there, in opposition to, and in denunciation of the
Y’resident‘s statement. DBut perhaps Cuba is of little consequence in such &
negotiation ; she has no voice; she is but a province; the despotism of tht;
mother country has left her no voice, has left her no connsel on the subject of
her own destiny. IHow, then, has the eame message and the annunciation o
our purpose been received in § aint The Government of the Queen of Spain
have declared that they consider it an offense. ~Her ministers went before the
Cortes, the great Congress of that country, and were there immediately quee-
tioned on the subject: *“How do you intend to answer the American propo:lci
tion to buy of us the Island of Cubal” and all agreed that it was to be regard
as an offense and an indignity. This information we have since the message
was delivered. We know, then, that Spain not oply has not bf.cn c?nclllated
4t all by our diplomacy, by olir manner o _?proachmg her on this subject; but,
on the contrary, ghe is prelpared to consider the President’s message as an in-
sult. If the President cou d have knpwn t.hat. his message woqld havg 13een
thus received, would he have thought it advisable to follow up this negotiation !
When some few years ago Mr. Marcy, hen our Secretary of State, was writing
to Mr. Soulé, our Minister to Spain, in reference to this subjeot, he sm'.dh :me
t proper lo autho ou
m‘::k.eh:n';'m‘go:l. e:tfg{ :II:: ;:rz‘ht:: Er'fi'.'rﬂm'i“ l'i‘(;:el"l:?::ul)vpnonpe. as he belleieln.
. {bat such a proposition would be favorabi recelved ; and the offer of it might, and probably
‘would, be attended with injurious effeots.

i tances existing before Mr, Marcy, and presented to his mind
inlli'sgt;e :vl;x‘:rlln:e penned the instructions to Mr. éoulé,_ ?ndlcated to him that
ianin would not sell, how mueh stronger are all the circumstances now from
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which we may presume the same thing? The President gives us no informa-
tion from which we can indulge the hope of success; he gives no information
but that which is common in the politics of the world; he gives no single fact,
no single particle of information; he simply says, we want Cuba; and the time
has come when he thinks the negotiation should be renewed. Why does he
think so? If there were any information presented to instruct our judgment ;
if the President had had any communication whatever with the Spanish Gov-
ernment that justified the belief, that she would sell or could give us any as-
surance from Spain, the case would be different ; butshe hasalways, heretofore,
refused. There exists every circumstance now that ever did exist at any former
time to suppose that she is not willing to part with the island. In addition to all
that formerly existed, we have now the positive known fact that Spain regnrdsas
an insult even the declaration made in the message of our President. I pre-
seme we are to regard this as authentic. We hear no coantradiction. It comes
by every channel of information from Europe, and there is none to doubt it.
Perhaps she has been too sensitive on this subject; perhaps there was no occa-
sion for her anger, or for treating this snbject in such an angry mood as she hias
done. I do not justify or vindicate that; I say nothing about it; but I state
the fact that, whether for good or ill, she did gecome irritated at the very an-
nunciation contained in the President’s message, and declared that she would
consider any intimation from us of a proposition to buy Cuba, if made hereaf-
ter, as an insult. This is, in substance, the declaration of the Spanish Govern-
ment; not simply of its ministry, but of its Cortes, the great national legisla-
tive and political power of the country.

With this knowledge on our part, ily the President, with or without this bill,
should proceed to propose to the Spanish Government, in the face of their dec-
laration that they will consider it an insult, how could they avoid considering
that as an insult—a premeditated insult; an offense committed against their
avowed feeling on the subject! The President will find the negotiation a difficult
task under these circumstances. There will be the more honor and the more glory
to him, if, from all these diffioulties, he can derive snccess. Let hin go on,
then; and I say God speed him in this negotiation; and if he can get it on satis-
factory terms, and save us from the posaigle feuds and possible wars of which
Cuba might otherwise become the cause hereafter, let him take to himself all
the honor and all the credit of it. ¥ do not believe that anything can be done,
I believe, as Mr. Marey eaid, in 1853, to make this proposition and have it re-
jected will be of injurious effect, and cast us further back from the object at
which we aim. Those instructions of his are full of wise and cautious lessons
to us. They show the prudence, the skill, and the address of a statesman.
“Our object is to obtain the island by negotiation. Proceed cautiously. If
you find it offensive, make no proposition ; and eo improbable does success ap-
pear to us now,” says he to Mr. Soulé, *‘that you are not authorized to make
any proposition, because evil conse?‘uences will follow from the proposition
made and rejected. Our diplomacy ha rather leave this subject open without
any barrier of that eort against our future attempts made at more propitious
timea. We will seek favorable occasions in the thousand vicissitudes and events
which affect the destiny and the fate of nations; we will find some opportunity
‘when Spain will be more easily conciliated—when circumstances will favor our
proposition ; and we do not wish now, by any premature and precipitate
effort, to create any difficulty hereafter.” )

These are my views; and I say again, I shall not be disappointed if the
President is deceived In his expectations. I do not believe that he can, at this
time, purchase Cuba. I think, therefore, it would be impolitic to give offense
by making a proPosition which we foreknow will be rejected. If we do fore-
kmow; if, in our judgment, we can reasonably anticipate it, and as surely an-
ticipate it as we can the future in any respect, would it not be an utter want. of
B.rudence. an utter want of wisdom, to give voluntary offense to Spain by

rusting an insnlting proposition, or what she considersan insuiting proposition,
upon her, and doing that in the face of the world! For it seems to be thought
best to depart from the quiet ways of diplomacy, and to make this subject of
negotiation one of public debate and public legielation. It gives a character of



4 )

more publicity, it gives a character of more point, to the conduct which Spain
has taken on this subject, and to that which we are to take. In the face of the
world, the Cortes and the ministry of a proud, ancient nation, have said it will
be an insult to ask them to gell this portion of their empire, and they will re-
sent it as an insult. Even if they said this not altogether in earnest, or if they
said this boastfully, can they, in the face of all Europe, and within a few
months, before the shoes they wore have grown old, come down and trample
on these declarations! No, eir; no man, no nation, can face that amount of
shame, self-contradiction, and self-degradation, before the world. We cannot
succeed now by honorable negotiation, because Spain is utterly opposed, ac-
cordi(;lg to all the calculations of human conduct that can be made, to sell this
island.

I think we have reason furthermore to consider this scheme is impracticable,
at gresent., from the foreign connections and alliances of Spain. We haveseen
and we know, the anxiety with which the Governments of both England an
France have regarded Cuba; how readily they have been disposed to go to ita
relief and protection and defence; how they have proposed to this Government
to enter into a tripartite treaty with them, renouncing forever all pretensions
to the Island of Cubs, and guarantying it forever to Spain. They have shown
a degree of solicitude that leaves us but little ground to hope that now, with
their present views of policy, they would encourage, or I might almost say per-
mit, Spain to sell to us this 1slan Sgdn is in the hands of mighty auxiliaries,
altogether beyond her power; and the actions of her Government are, to a

reat extent, we may suppose, influenced by French and by English counsels.
%ndeed, it was intimated Ey the honorable gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Bex-
Jamn) in the remarks which he so eloquently and inetructively made a few
days since, that it might be even now that Spain held the island rather as a
trustee for the nse of England thanin herown right. If so, how can we expect
Spain to transfer it without the aseent of England! If France also has an in-
terest in it, and a control over the counsels of Spain, we must anticipate her
concurrence aleo before we can indulge a reasonable hope of the acquisition of
it at this time. Let the President, however, go on. He may understand all
these difficulties far better than I do; or, understanding them as I do, he ma
Lope for some powerful influence and agency by which he is to overcome all
these difficulties, and get the island. Be it so. I say to him, “go on; and if
you can acquire Cuba, do it, and I will not be hindermost in rendering you
praise and credit and honor for it; you will have done something for your
country.”

I think then, sir, that there never was a time, so far as regards Spain, more
unpropitious to our hopes of a succepsful negotiation. Now, let us look a little
at the question as it regards ourselves, and see whether, in that respect, the
time is peculiarly favorable to our acquisition of this island.

I have observed from all sides that it ia enticipated that we are to give a
great price in money. The learned and able report made by the honorable
Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. Stipxit,) as the organ of the Committee on For-
eign Relations, informs us that about ten years ago, or more, $100,000,000 was
offered, and Spain declined it. It is supposed, in the same report, that there
has been an increase of value since that time, which might make the real value
now one hundred and twentﬁv, or'one hundred and thirty, or one hundred and
forty million dollara  One hundred and forty million dollars is our bid here
among ourselves. What will we give Spain for it when we go to bidding and
get fairly engaged in makinE the bargain, with nothing to settle bnt the price!
In common conversation I have heard $200,000,000 familiarly stated as the
price to be given, and it is considered a good bargain at that. 1t maf be more;
not very probably less. Say $200,000,000 is to be the price she will exact and
we will give: when are we to pay it! Are we now in the most favorable
financial condition for paying it, or providing for it} On account of our own
little domestic difficulties, we have been obliged to go in debt to supply our
own household ; to supply market money. We have had to borrow, within a
year past, $40,000,000, and are now under imminent necessity for obtaining
more. So far as concerns our Treasary, then, it renders a mournful sound when
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you knock upon ’gland ask for $200,000,000. A funeral response comes forth ;
there is nothing there; it is all emptinesa,

Look at your revenue. Does that come in in any such way as to render you
at all hopeful that, besides paying the expenses of the Government, it will fill
up that vacaney! No, sir; not at all. Your Treasury is not only vacant, but

our revenue is deficient, and your expenditures are increasing and likely to
Increase. Last {ear the expenditures were more thaa eighty-one million dol-
lars; this year they will be $100,000,000, if we pay our debts honestly. That
is my estimate; that is what I learn from those who trouble themselves much
more about figures and financial caleulations than I do. I see that the Secre-
tary of the Treasury estimates for $74,000.000. I see that in that estimate the
probable deficiences in the Post Office Department—that vault which swallows
up, and seems otill to swallow and swallow and never be filled—are not in-
cluded. They may be estimated at $6,000,000. That, addition to the $74,000,000,
makes $80,000,000. Then suppose you pay the $20,000,000 of Treasury notes
which have been issned, and are Kayahle on or before the 30th of June next, and
you have $100,000,000 to pay this year, without including any appropriations
which Congress may make in excess of the estimates. If the ayment of these
$20,000,000 of Treasury notes be now postponed, they must fall on another year.
I do not, at present, sce when we can caleulate upon having in the Treasury a
surplug in order to make this purchase.
do not mean to say that in a proper cause, upon & proper oceasion, we
could not produce whatever any exigency our country might require, in money
orinmen. We could doit; but it is a little more convenient to do it at one
time than at another; and I am only inquiring to see whether this is the auspi-
cious and convenient time when we can most readily and conveniently make
preparation for the payment of $200,000,000, or whether we are to have it
fastened upon us, and fastened upon our posterity for an interminable period
of time, and to pay a stipend to Spain or her assignees of $10,000,000 a year
as the interest of this purchase money. I do not say it will become an everlast-
ing obligation, for nothing is so with us; but it will come to be a fastened debt
upon us of which no man can see the end. That is one point of view.

What is our condition in other respectsi Are there no other difficulties? I
admit that, if the only difficulties in our way were the want of money, and our
mere transient necessities about revenue, we could overcome them all. I do
not underrate our financial ability, or our spirit, or our enterprise. I know my
country, and I know that her energies are almost uulimited. I do not look,
however, with any comfort, at a debt which is to stand at $200,000,000,
Debt h_ns an attractive power. One debt of 200,000,000 will be a standing
tempation to more. It will become a national, interminable debt. But this is
not all; we have got troubles and difficulties all around. It was once the great,
policy of this Government to preserve amity and the kindest relations with all
the States of North and South America ; and we succeeded. A noble course of
policy it was. I was here when they were epringing into independence—
emerging from that Spanish despotism into which they had been immersed for
8o many ages. I remember the sensibility and the sympathy with which we
all regarded the struggles going on in South America; and, as & Kentuckian, [
remember with especial pride that it was the trumpet-toned voice of Henry
Clng that led on this great subject of American policy and American sympathy.
In South Ameries, at that early day, nothing was so much cherished; and the
speeches of Henry Clay in their behalf, proffering peace and friendship and
kindness to them, and encouragement in their efforta, were read at the head of
their armies, and hailed with shouts and enthusinsm. They came into the
world as free nations, as it were, under our auspices; hailed, cheered on, and
encouraged, by the voico of America, All their eyes were turned on us; we
were an exemplar to them. What has become of that feeling? Where is it,
you rulers of our people, where is it} or how is it that you have lost all thesa
good feelings on their part? The good will of a whole continent is a mighty
fund of national stren%th ; and we have lost it. The nations of South America
were striving to establish such liberty as we had established ; striving to cou-
nect themselves with us by all those bonds which unite Republics, to take our
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traordinary circumstance to distinguish it. So far from it, there cannot be, in
the mind of any gentleman, more than a slight probability that you can make
a bargain to purchase Cuba at all; and yet, in the mean time, before a treaty
is made, before the proposition is even made to the Spanish Government, from
the time instructions have been given to make the proposition, the President,
under the bill, may draw the money out of the Treasury, or borrow it in the
street, and take the safe keeping of it into his'own hands. .

Now, sir, it is not for me to p%ace, even in the hands of the President, such a
temptation. The Constitution does not contemplate it. The Constitution does
not put a dollar in his handa Do you not believe that the possession of
$30,000,000 might be liable to abuse or corruption? We are not here to flatter
the President by such complimentary evidences of our personal confidence. We
are here upon constitutional grounds. The Constitution does not trust him
with a dollar; and yet it gives him the power to negotiate treaties. He has to
come to Congress for every dollar. You intrusted $2,000,000 to a President be-
fore, under extraordinary circumstances. You are now called upon to trust
$30,000,000 without a eingle extraordinary ciroumstance. Sir, I cannot agree
to it. I will not eay it is out of any want of confidence in the personal integ-
rity of the President. It is, I trust, out of my respect and reverence for the
Constitution of the country. By assenting to it, I should not only be hazarding
the people’s money, but I should be doing more. By making one branch of the
Government a depository of that money to an enormous amount, I should be
augmenting the influence and the power of that particular branch of the Gov-
ernment, and destroying the balance of power which the Conatitution intended
to establish between the various departments of the Government. And I am
now to do it, to enable the President to do—what? To make a treaty with
Spain for the cession of Cuba, and with the positive understanding that, after
the treaty has been made, if we do not choose to ratif’y it, we lose our $30,000,000.

Sir, can you conceive for yourself a treaty contalning a cession of the Island

of Cuba, that would not require many quite important stipulations in respect
to its people and future governmenti Is it expected that Spain is to cede 1t to
us absolutely and without conditioni Hardly. What are to be the conditions?
Are we to aXmit her as a State into the Union at once, to have Senators on this
floor, and to legislate for me who is to-day called upon to legislate for purchasing
her, and to legislate for my children and my countryi Is that to be it? If
such a treaty were made, and $30,000,000 were peid under it, and that treat{,
when it came here, showed me under an obligation to take Cuba immediately
into this Union on a footing of equality with old Kentucky, I would rejeet 1t
instantly ; I would care nothing for the $30,000,000 that might have been paid
upon it. What, sir, violate Govarnment at home, or any great principle, or any
great policy of it, to take in a naw State of alien people, not speaking our lan-
guage, not harmonizing with us in political opinion, of different political expe-
rience altogetherf No, sir.

I do not suppose, Mr. President, that Cuba would be in danger of any in-
justice, if she were ceded to us absolutely, and without condition or stipulation
in her behalf. But that is not the course of such cessions, Treaties of that
kind make careful provisions for the rights, private and political, of the people
of the ceded territory; and when we consider the dissimilarity that exists be-
tween the people of the United States and the people of Cubs, in language and
government, habits and manners, interests and institutions, we must be made
sensible how difficult it will be to settle satisfactorily with Spain, the terms of
uniting of the two, and of converting Cuba into a gependency of the United
States. It would be a most fortunate treaty that should accomplish that.
There are many chances that it would not, and if those terms did not prove
satisfactory to the Senate, the whole treaty would be rejected, and the thirty
millions o mone{ which the President now asks to be trusted with, for payment
to Spain, would be lost to the people of the United States.

I do not chioose needlessly to incur that hazard.

Mr. President, if Cuba was ours to-day, it would, with me, be a grave ques-
tion, whether it would not be our best policy to give her a qualified Indepen-
denee, to leave her to the trouble and expense of governing herself, and to say
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: “We have redeemed you from Colonial bondage to Spain—rescued you
;":o]::ryour Europenn connec{ion and dependency, and restored yotll to 1‘y;om'
natural relation and affiliation tothe American Oontmeqt and l:.ls eop e(i o (:w,
set np a free government of your own, under the protection of the Unite S a g;,
and upon such fundamenta?’ and irrevocable terms as will ally us together 1
peace and war, and as will establish and secure our comimercia mtercourse‘:. "

Views not dissimilar to these were entertained by Mr. Marey, as appiar; ro
his official correspondence, in 1858, with Mr. Soulé then our Minister of p;x'm.

I am strongly inclined to believe that such would be our best cours}f od_p:ulcb):
in disposing of Cuba, if it was ours, We should tbereby avoid all the distur
ing effects that would too probably result from its admission into the I:Im?n asg
State—all the troubles, costs, anddchnrge? of t!Bt.adg‘qvernment a8 a territory, an

nse of an army and navy for its defence. . .

th?l‘tz:av {ne(}; I;:her considern{ions ofa llyke character induce me to believe shnt it
would be our best interest to make Cuba, if it was at our _dlsposnl,lap in fepen:
dent State, under our protection, and bound to us by certain llbe;-a tl%s of tcom
mereial intercourse and of alliance, which are to be irrevocable. . y i l‘ﬁg
free ourselves from their government, and we leave to .them all lt 8 f1‘.1'ou °
and a)l the expenses of their own government; we relieve ourse ve;: rom 8/
inconveniences and dangers to which the possession of Cuba by a European
Power would expose us. We get all we want—peace and seeurity for our co;n-
merce in the Gulf of Mexgico. Then the islan will be held, if not by us, olr
us by friends; we shall have bought it, and paid for it, and made them ll:s vol;
untary rulers. In agreeing to grant this liberty, of course we should make :‘i)cl
stipulations as our own security required, and which would not be incompatible
with theirs. . . .

: i have occupied much more time than I mt.ended on this sub-
'echti..l' f:is;'d:gn:i'nl, I avm contsnt that the President of the United States shall gi)
Jon with negotiation and acquire, if he can, the Island of Cuba. I am not wik
ling to give this sum of $30,000,000. For !113 s'ake, I am not. Foy the con:;r 8
soke, and upon the principles of the Constitation, I am not. It is not go olli
him to have it. As certainly as the sum exists, there will be those who \lw
charge him with misapplying the money. What does he want with itf they
will say. There is no probability of negotiating a cession with Spain, and why
does the President want to keep $30,000,000 at his sole and arbitrary control in
the White House! Why does he want it Isit to be used for any purpose
of corruption, in order to get a treatyi or is the whole scheme a great general
magnificent delusion; the political fireworks of the Administration set blazing
now to give & new view and new complexion to its rather durkened prospectsi
If Spain will gell, we will pay, as socn as the bargain is ratified by both partiea.
That is soon enough, and Spain will be satisfied with it. Defore that time, I sce
no plausible reason, nor hasa plnusible pretext been assigned by an 'body who
has advoeated this bill, for taking the money out of the Treasury eforchand,
and placing it in the pocket of the President of the United States. Suppose
the propomtion was tﬁat we should take the money out of thg Treasury, and

lace it in the custody of the members of the Sen_ate, what would the country
think of it, and of the safety of their money{ Sir, f:he Treasury of the United
Qtates is the constitutional depository of the public money, made so by the
Constitution and by the law. It isnot fit that we should change that deposi-
tory without a reason; and if we do changq it, it is not fit that we sllot_]ld plgce
it in the hands of the President of thg DUnited States—the last hands in which
it should be p]aced, the very last. His hands, at least, ought to be preserved
ure: unsoiled by money; unsuspected. I would not expose him to that
unesc’apable suspicion. I would not, without a cause, hazayd the peopl‘e 8
money in any ;resident’s hands, Our Government is not built up on the in-
sacure foundation of personn] confidence. We rely u{alon institutions as secur!ty
for the public money and for the ublic rights. The Constitution did not in-
tend to trust the purse to the same hand that held the sword. )
Shall we, the Senate of the United States, QISPM:age ourselves in the exercise
of the treaty-making power§ The Constitution gives us the power of passing
upon the ratification of every treaty. The President, with the advantage of
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less do we want to bring into the bosom of our Republic an unprepared and
alien peogle. When we have had easion of Chihushua for a good long
while under & protectorate, to guard the borders of Arirona, it m.ﬁgrow into
au American provinee, for all yon and I know; and I.may have the honor of
addressing the gentleman from Chibuahua as one of my brother Senators; hut
I hope I ghall never sge that time. T do not want to see our American race
mingled up with that sort of evil communieation. I mean evil in a political
sense. They do not understand our rights; they do not think as we think;.
they do not speak as we do. : .

1 am not for universal expansion. Some little concentration, some little con-
densation, seems to me to be the mode of gathering together the greatest amount
of human or of intellectual power. Of late, it has been eaid that expanaion is
the true policy of the country, and that none but cowards and fools oppose it
Such is the declaration which the newspapers ascribe to the President of the
United States; I will not believe it to be authentic, though I have seen it in
the Union newspaper, and I am told the Intelligencer reports the same thing.
Isay I will not consider this as authentic, and I will not act upcn it as such.
J a Dresident: should ever b) found i say that in the ears of the Congress of
the United States, to say in a mesaage to Congress such words, then we should
koow how to repel such false policy and false na'Fenion. If that be the poliey
of the President, why has he not told us so! The Constitution makes it his
duty to recommend to Conﬁreu the policy which he thinks necessary and pro-
per for the country. If he had said such a thing to a petty erowd at midnight,
why ecould he not have said it to us here! It cannot A,

8ir, I want my country to go on wing greater an eater every day. I
do not know t.th thatt;yrentges- ingt:;ohe lih‘leved sim lyglll)y sdding Zxoreyund
more acres to our territory. There is a great deal to l‘:e done in the interior of
our country—a great deal of moral and of intellectual calture and of material
improvement. 1 want to eee that glorious country cultivated, improved, and
adorned by the hand of industry and of art; its people ¢ducated and enmlight-
ened; and union and liberty and publio virtue eugraved everywhere upon its

m.





