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ble ,conle~ls arising out of thc French Revolütilln-schemcs which were defen,lcd,',in 
elaboralc Slale pal'crs, upon a highwayman's' pica, tliat he ro!>s you, beennse you have 
bcen, or will bc robbcd, by sorne one else. AII this,too, is with the things ihat'have ' 
bcen. And lbin!.: you, sir, tbat the limc wilt ever' reiurn,' wheIia Ihiid of the 'territorial 
extent of one of the Slales of this Unionwill'be ceded upon .úeh pretextS,:astbose 
whieh 'dismembered the Statc of Maine? Never, in rny opinion, "'as therel D. pliblie 
claim urge<! upon grounds,so utterIy in<1e(elisible as thar; but we yicldcd, nnrl DO'" let lis ' 
make the bcst of ,Í!, and aequiring resolulion as we aequire strength, let os do jnstwhat ' 
is right.,-and demand it (rom' otbers.That,is 'our truc poliey, and as it is right, tbatwe 
should exereise the same aUlhority, ,as the other Po"'era of the world, our coequftls on!y 
in ,position, in the declarnlion of great principieS of iolemationallaw; the true senliment' 
of'self-respect will tc:>cb us, ero long, toiDaintain its inviolability when tbrcatcned wilh 
dangerous innovalien.,' hostile to the freedom and Independence 'of nations, by thesame" 
sol.emn, and aulhoritalive proccdure, as that which announres its peri!. ff we choosc, 
that our Chief Magistrate should wcar a hal, and not a crown, we dc.lire jt to be onder­
8to.od, that we aro just 8.s jealous of our rights'andhollor, and 'hl\ve just'as much'óf 
both, as the gaudie~t monarch of theril alt. 

Wecommiucd a grCllt error, not a fatal'one, that it woold he (limcu!t lo do in onr 
condilion of elasticity, when, last session, 1'Ie refused to pnss a declaralioll dcnying to 
the Empcror o( Russia, tbe authority he had assumed, to ael the part o( univcrsállcgis­
lator, and to imprcss bis own will upon the co<le of the public law of mankind, prostrnt­
ing with his pen, preparalory to próstratiD~ wilh his sword, all the barriers; that protect 
the political righlll of nations; We1l, we shrunk also'from this higb duty. We got 
alarmod at the shadow of something-f do not kno\Y precisely ",hat, whether Rusüan 
uka8u, or "entangling alliance_, .. nnd left lbe Czar to pass his own law;lUld to enforce 
it too., And herenrter, whcn lIJe oCCl\Jlion'comes,-and it will cOUle, for power, lilce 'the 
daughlers of the horse.leeeh, always cries give, givo,-he wil! be ableto quote his own 
precedent, submilled lo in both' hemispheres, and seek to regulate the whole subjcet óf 
international'colDDlunicalion, lInd of nalional rights<by a ukase, as he regulateslbe liveS 
and, (ortunes of thc sixty mil1ions o( people, who cnll him 10ld and master. In Lrief 
lime w~ sbnll aujure nl1 this, as \Vell our olVn _ubsclvience, ns his prcsumptioD, and 
as_ume our placo in the great legislntive eoundl of nalionl. 

Wo have evidenlly reaebed one of those epochs in the career of nations to whieh tho 
hislorian of their decline and falJ looks back, in his searching invesligation, into the 
the causes of their fate. Our duties are plajn, no1>le ¡ndecd, an" our po.iLion invite¡¡ us 
to fulfil them, lirrnly and fearlessly. The progress Ilnd improvement in all the great 
branchcs of human induslry, and espeeially in those, whieh relato to the intereommnni­
calion of nulions, and to the benefi!, that eaeh may derive from all by tbe interchange, 
as well of knowledge as of material produets, have brought tbe human family more 
closely into contaet, than at any former period, and have openOO interasts, whieh,if not 
ne\V, bave hecome mueh more powerful in their extent and operalion" and whieh give 
sorne degree uf unily lo the pubJic feeling of the \Vorld. Wo ennnot withdraw from 
lhis great nssoeinlion. We eannot isolale oursclves from the'common senli'meut of .Iho 
age, nor ought we to do so if we could. Our place is assigned to usby eventS'almost 
beyond our control, and ns we 011 it, worlhily or nnworlhily, the judgmeilt of the future 
will pronounce us the inherilor~ of ,tbe _pirit, as we have been 01' tbc labors and sacri­
fices, of the men of tho Revollllion,' or eraven descendanl.ll, false to their principies, as 
to our olVn honor. 1 am we1l aware, Mr. Presidént, that such views eXI'0se aman to a 
great deal of obloquy in tbis eountry. 1 have experieneed al1 tha!, in common \vith 
!Dany others. Dut ntitber tho advent, iJor the apprehension of it, hos deterrpd me,at 
mueh enrJier ['eriods of life, and"eertaialy will nol deter me now, ",hen that"life isfast 
drawing' ,lO a c1ose, from the expressioil of an 'carnest 'hope, that the American nnme and 
fame \ViII bo mointained by the American peoplc, \Vilh the brighlness of true glory~ 'un-' 
diminished by tho nesleet of a single deed, whieh national honor mny require we shonld 
do, or lenve undone. 

'rhere are men, American cili7.ens even, ",ho eannot appreeiatesenliments lilre these­
",ho disbelicve in thoir existcnee, and who deride and dMounee all those, ",ho a\'ow 
them as d<:magogucs-that is lhe term-and which, ",hen tnily Imnslateu (rom our pnrty 
voeabulary into old-fashioned En¡;lish, means all, who diner in grcat mcasurcs from 
these standord. of failh, and ndvoeate them; even though lhey are aC(;eprM/e lo t!le 
peop/e-a falal crror, indeed, in a eounlry like lhis. 1 saw Ihe olher .lay a "pecimell o( 
this exclusivepnlrjotism, whieh rails al all it does nol nccept, in a Dutrnlo paper, tho 

Commereial AdvNtiscr, whieh, (roro ils titar rel~:ion lo thc prescnt Administration, 1 
.hould havc thought would have tried lo e!evate itscl( aboye Ihis tone of atrectc<l modera­
lion, but o( real fiubservieoey, and which depreeates all thcse c/forta to resi.t European 

'eneroaehment, talk.s of the gllost of t!le MO>lroe doctrine, and of prrlpahk cb3Urdilie3 
introdueOO into the Senate ",ith ow/-/ike wisdom, and in a 8pirit (Jf dtmagogi3m, and 
of the equality oí lbe rights of European mon~rchs wilb Ihe Unilcd States upoo Ihis 
conlillent, anl! mueh more of the same sor!, liule suited to the hanks of tlJe Niagara, 
Lut whieh w,ou)d find it.s proper home opon the banks of the Tbames, as 'l\'ould be ",ho 
cherishes and uUers snch anti-American sentiments. Dllt time will bring its cure (or 
this Anglo mania, aod wheD the patient lmce recovers, he wonders how he ever eaugbt
lbe disorder., I 

I have sren a great deal of this political perversity, this unpatriotie predisposition, 
wbieh prompts many men to talte part against their country, whatever be the position, 
in ",hieh slte is pll\ee..l. I do not rccollect a single contr~versy, in which we have beeo 
in volved with a foreign Power, since 1 hue been on the ",age of aetioo, when the whoJe 
sentim.ent of the counlry was united in the cause of lbe eouDtry. I doubt i( lbere is 
unotber people on lbe (ace of the globe, wbose history presenta 80 maDy instanees of tni. 
want of troe national pride, patriolism rather, as our own. \\'ltether it re.sults from any 
peculiar political idiosyncracy f know not; or whether our party fcclings are 80 _trong, 
that we IIre blinded by t~em, lUld loo in their vehemence, to lhink that all i. wrong our 
opponentS do; or it may be, at any rate"so far as England is concerned, thal lome o( the 
old colonial leaven remains, wbieh leavens mueh of the lump,-be it one or the other, or 
"'hatever el_c, the deplorable consequence is certain, and the &cntiment of Decatur, nol 
leas Doble than jua!, .. Our colmtry rig4t O>' terong," which being truly understood, felt 

.rather, means, that when embarked in a controversy with a (oreign nation, it becomes 
every troe citizen, afier lbe eoulEe of bi_ country has been deeided by the constitutional 
aothority, to submit to that deeision and to support her cause, and oot the cause of her 
foes-tbis noble sentiment finds many, who repudiate it; many who posscss lbe char-.l<:-­
ter without posseosing' the feelings of American citizens. 

Mr. Presiden!, I trast our imperial neighbor' on the other oíde o( the Pncific, the 
mighty brother of the sun and moon, will set up no Chinese c1aims to our DeW posses­
sions upon tbat ocenn; (or i( he should, they might crente much embarras_ment, as f (ear 
thera woull! not be found wanling those among us rcady to voueh for !he validity o( the 
c1aim, and to impugn our title because it is onrs. . 

Dul, returnins from this digressit'n, if it can be called one, more immedial('ly to tbe 
subjcet, I "'ould observe thnt e07l.otTVati3m and pro¡:rU3, as th"y are enl/,'d, designare 
principIes, positions ralher, whieh nre use(ul in their moderale, !Jut injurious in tbeir 
extrcme application. Like all other antagonastic element., whieh \'I'or:' together, snd 
well and wi,;ely, in the worlds of mind and matler, these aldo m",. uscfully eo.operete, 
wilhout counleraeting e3eh other. 1t may be, that we may ron too fnst; but \Ve have 
not yet commiuOO tbat error, nor do I believe \Ve shall. When we do, thcn it wi/l be 
lime eoougb lo announce the danger and to propose the remedy. In tbe mennlime, we 
dceire.. that we may be left free in our eareer, rigbtfully free, unimpcded by tortuous Eu­
ropean policy or project of aggrandizemcnt upon tbis continent. And cvery American 
\Vho, participates in thi. sentiment, will be rcady to proclaim it, as these resolutions do 
and abide hy it, in safety and in dangers. We do not intcnd to he cireumserihed in ou~ 
expansion, nor do we intcnd to have this hemispherc ruled by maxims, suiled Dsither 
to ils po.ition, nor to ita inlcrests, and divided into political communilies, drpendeneies 
of European monarchies, or under their intluencc, and, tberefore, (jable to be iavo/ved 
in every war, breaking out in the Old World, and thus extending its dan<>ers and its 
dillieulties to the New, and by whieh means we should be exposed, in al/ ti~e to come 
lo have our lines of communicalion with our Padtie coast intcrrupted, our C01mncrce cut 
itl two, l\S Lord George 1Jentinck ~aid, IInd War entailed upon us, agrceably lO the 
moral codo of DlackwOO<!, that impersonalions of Engli_h Tory fcelingo, as a "bJessing 
to mankind," togetber with a1l the other vexatious annoyanees whieh sueh a stale o( 
of tbing,s cou.ld not faíl to bring wilh it. If ,this is not to b? our d~tiny, we must bo 
progressJ\'e, tdl th~ gr~at obJeet~ are ae,e?rllpl~shed, and then Just as amurvativt as mny 
!Je nccc3Sary to malDtalD our hlgh peSlllon ID the "'orld, our freo insri tutions nnd all 
those clements of individual and nalional prospetity whieh God hns gh'en to' us nnd 
\Vhich, f trust, man will never be able to-take away. This will be the truly Ame;ieall 
union of progTC3S and eon3crvali3m. 


