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(or Ihe bener.t of Ihe 80ul.h, wnr iR the mORl flllnl.lllel thiR grrnt r¡urAt.ion he deci.!.,l unr!er Ihe light ¡'
For no one wllo IIlIH Ilny IOlowlc"~p.or lhe8puIliHh orllll lhe fHlrl'oullllitlf; cirr.1I1l1f3Iullr.Cfl. I nJÍghl SlOp .
eharncter, ita priue, oU~lillucy, anu revenge, cAn' here, uul "Heral hyrolhelical Cflsea mualue dia­ ,'. 
(or a momenllm!lge lhat Spain would slop ntnny 
sleps lo bluRI Ihe ite.qnisitilll1 in our 11Ilnds. 1'he 
¡:¡olicy of S';Ain is oUviollf.: she woulll e1ing to 
Cubn wilh Ihe lenncilY ofu dying convulsion, lInd 
when slle eould hold on no 101l1(er, she would 
decree universal emnncipalion. But, it may be 
8llid, we woulel reverse thia alnte of t.,ings in our 
terrllnry ofCul)1\. Bu'.• ¡"Al nl t.hiA jl1l1f~lIJrC, Ihe 
're0l'!e o( rilo Nol'lh, wh;, Il"ve lhe «:olltrol uf lll(' 
Feúeral Governmenl, wOllld, by u unnnimoua 

, voiee, bid us alay onr hallus; lhat non·intervenlion 
wns rheir doclrine; thal, by lhe Spnnish IrlW, t.here 
were no sll\\'ea in Cllhll. Tile resull wOllld he, 
lhat the Soulh, "rrer u\l her snerifi"cs, woul.l bave 
ncquired n free negro coluny, lhe grealest c~rse 
imaginnule. Thia result would be very nmusiug 
lo the Auolitionis(s, uut not to mc. 1 have,lhere. 
fore, no iden of blindly trl\Vrljng a road which 
lends nowhere uut over u precipice. 

Another molive whieh makea me 6till more ife­
termined not to go lO wor wilh Sptlin for Cubo, 
is, thut we. or the Soulh are uron the eve of a greal 
,strul(gle with a hoalile mnjorlty of the Norlh, Ilnd 
we will neeel ull our resourees, nollo mllkeforeign 
'conquests, buL Lo defend the ver y ground upon 
whieh we s~nnd. I am, thererore, ullwilling lo 
weaken our resources, or complicale our position 
by an aLlaek 01\ Cuba; olhers, 'Oho hear only the 
80ng8 of peaee in Ihe future, muy take a dilTerenL 
course. 

As to Ihe Lhird mode, lreaty wilh Cuhll, this 
impliea lllat Cubil hns lhown olT lhs Sr'aniah 
yoke, and eRlablished independence. Ir it were 
desirnllle to IIcq"ire CUhll, Lhi9 seellls lo me Lo he 
the only mude jI coultl be doue benefieiAlly lO lhe 
South. By lhia motle \Ve ",ould esenpe lhe ngiln­
lion of lhe slavel'y queslion in lhe lenitorial con­
dition of Cubo. Toe queslion would be '" a 
nut·shell, annexulion or no annexation? The \yil. 
moL proviso mighlpreeetle /lnd rrevenLannexnllon, 
it could not suceeell annext\lion nnd mar ,1. CulJll 
would hove organized her insLitutions. We would 
be enl\bled Lo judge, Wilh sorne degree of eonfidence, 

'!18 10 her r-npuuilily for self-gnvernment, and her 
reliauility upon tl,e slnvery iRRue. We wnnltl 
kuow whut we \Vere g(·tting, nnd nln leRs riAI< of 
gelLing \~hnt we llill ntlt wAnl. 'Ve woultl !,n"e 
gollen nd of lhe emunrrnsRlI1g quesllons nrlRln¡( 
Gut of lhe trenties, onlil1unces, ulld deere~s of 
Spail1. And Ihen, ~al.ionally spealting, shewould 
cosL us nOlhing, nelther men nor m(lney. 

It mny be sll"posed, from these eonsidernlionR, 
that I fuvor fillihuslering. Not so. An impassn­
ble gulf inlerl'e~es ber.wee~ me and tilia ~oli.e}'-:-
dUly. I eaneot mlerfere wllh lhe domeane II1sll­
lUlions.of oll,er people, for I wi.sh. other ,reople 
nollo 1I1terfere Vlllh r.he domestlc mslllullllns 01' 
our people .. O~ the olhe!' hnnd, 1 ennnot ShUl. my 
e.yes lO Lhe ,"evltnble fulure. I see Lhe wor/d le In 
n LrnnsiLjon slllte, nn,l-l feel thlll lhe independenee 

. of Cuun is only n r¡ue~tion of lime. The final de: 
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C(slon of lhls grelll qu esLlon of Ullnexlltlon e ongs. I h ( . 
a.ppr'?rn~le ~.t('l l. e r1Itur.e. <.1 Sf\Y, t~l<~ no Blep 
now 111 llt\t ~ter.tl~r¡;lwnlhlnn WfH~I(~ lle' r.~lllr~e
01 evenl~, nnu prOlll lY l em. un n«)t WIR l lo 
ahnel"e lhe ultimale aetion of lhe counlry. W hen 
th~ fulure rolls round, and Cuunemerges independ­
ent froro its bosom, when the fruiL ia ril,e, lhen 

pORNI oflo mAnifesl myselftruly. 
11 mAY be "Aid, RUl'rose ¡':ogland nr ("mnce Re;l.e 

CuhA, what then' There Are SOllle lhin~R so im­
rrounllle lhey need hnr<lly be wusidered, 1\1)(1 thia 
IS olle. Afler Engh\lld nlld Frunce nre done with 
Russin, rhey will nol ue in a mood lo dislur\) any­
uody, mueh leRa will they wunllojur on Ihe Uniled 
~I.nlf~. Buf. t1t·ithrr EII:,{1ntlll nl)r Frllllr.e Wlllll 
ClJlll\j iJl Lhcir hllllclo il would he Illw'('~IHtlriry a 
free lIegro colollY, unó, t.hHefore, worlhle~a; bul if 
either of thom should wanl il, theír muluul jeal­
ousy wo"ltI prevenl eithel' from tAhill~ it. Ent if, l. 

iin vi,)I"li"n ,,1' nll po""ibilily, Iiley .hollhl IlIllhe 
\thc allempt., I sl\Y nI once I wuuh.l dl'llw lloe 9wonl 

nnd tlrive lhem inlo lhe sea. 
Agnin, it muy ue said, suprose Srain refuaea 

to aut.isfy our e1niBls ngninst her, whullhen? My 
answer ia tlireeL I would not mingle up these 
e1aims wilh lhe '1ueslioll of Cuuu. I would uet 
toworda Spain wnh extreme forbeurauee, for she 
is weak and we nre slrong. The truest greatnesa 
eonaists in greal idens. I would exhibit lhe eoun­
try in Ihis light lowards Spnin. I would aet 10­
wards her Wilh generosily and mngnanimily. I 
would urge our cluims in the most respectfnl 
mnnner. If, nfLer n rensonnLle Lime, tlley were 
still rlisreganJed, I would propose arbitrntion. If 
lhis fniled, lhen, nfter assuring mysrlf lhat our 
cluims ",ere w,,1I founded, ond afler suffieientund 
r.nal nOliee, I woulrl send oula Jleet of steamers, 
s(·i7.e sollle Sp"nish sllips, pay lhe eluiUls, untl 
give a rec~ipt in full. 
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But, it lTIu}' \le RAitl, suppose Spnin shouhl 1

nllempL lo AfrieAnize Cnun, whAt then I For my -
rart, 111m e1ellr lh/ll OUl' Govfl'nment ahoultl U6e 
every posoihle menns to prevenl Ihis. 1 \Vould 
stop at nOlhing, no! even wo.r. There is. how­
ever, 011 old aaying-, and n true one, thaL nn ounea 
of prevenlion is worlh o pound of cure. I would 
ncl upon lhia mo.xim. I would remove lhe cnuaes 

),leudin¡( Spain lo Lhis course. 1'hey Ilre t\Vo-lhe 
fenr of our deaigns upon CUbil, ontl lhe rressurs 
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of England. LeL us tal<e sueh a line of conduct 
liS wili remo"e the r.rRt cause; Ihe Russinns are 
relllnvin¡: IheMe.olllJ ..nll"e, in whid. '''.... rnlion our 
(;overnlllenl <:ould e.oi;pert\te ef1ieicnlly, by en­ ,ó-'
cOlll',,~illr. Sl'ain .. Thnt, il1 rny o/,in!on, IS Lhe 
true line of our l"l')omnc:y. 11 IS lle IlItereaL of 
Spuin to preserve shlVery ill Cubt\-her interest 
nnd our poliey COllellr 'Ve would be bunglers, 
intleed, if, under sueh circ.urns!unees, we eould not 
produce the desired re"ujl. The policy of tha 
Soulh is not sO mueh to llave more s¡"ves, IlS to 
hllve more people in!el'esLetl in sluver}'. Spain i. 
so illterested; we should ¡et her eontlnue thue. 

lam ¡(bd to be /lble lo forlify my orillions upon 
lhis eubiect uy lhe aUlhol'ily of I\-1r. C"lhoul1. As " Inte ns IVl11Y, IR4S, he said, in his sreeeh 'upon Lhe 
"p"'posed oecuplllion of Yucat"":" 

. . 
.H SO "",. 8. Vllho 'OlMIll" in lile hOll'!' or i'lp"", .8 

(rlcndl" l'owcr-n ¡'owcr or whlch Wft ha\'c no drel\¡I-ll
1 1; I I . h I II l' r '\11 ..

FZ lnll 11 ronl IltlC lo lr, :\!' tt :lR ICf"'n, Ir. po IC'Y (l. tU" 

lllilli"'!r11linWil c'v,'r ,:linr.(~ t t.UW! hl't'lI Cllllll('!ctcld wilh the 
(:OVl'rllllll~lll, tH It:ll:ldm r~~lllllin Ihl~H~." 

I a.sume \Vhlll he '''ys n. an Ilxiol1l. I deduce 
from il a corollnry, Ihal \ve are nol to buy Cubn, 
01' go to wur for it; becnuH, if Olll' policy Is fOf' 

Cubn to remnin \Vilh Srnin, it is IIgllinsl our 
pnlicy Lo ~hnn:.:c 'hnl p08sesaion, Wilh ur without 
t,he CI)IIHenl 01' S"nill. 

This disposea of e"ery mode of nequisilion, 
exeerl by Lreaty wilh Cuhn as nn independent 
Power. This is, f.·om ila very nalure, a queslion 
for the future. When the c.onliugeney ari.eR, 
then, snd nol til! then, we should renderll defiuiLe 
judgment. . 

MI'. Chairman, lhe acquiailion of Cuba will 
o'!'en o new volume in our history. Form... ae.qui­
f'ir.i()IlH Wfi're llu' nf'f'PRHifi("~ uf IOr"lllioll, ni' 01' f'.Í1·­
CHIllHlnnce. 'l'hia if4 1I0t. j;y thif:l fllf'(J we nre 
fnir/y lallnehed ill the (nret.r of con'l"oal, from 
which lhere ia no oullel but lo slorm lhe fUlure, 
sword in hAnd. From this cnreer we hllve nOlhing 
to hope, nllll everyLllill1,: to fenr; for our greaLeal 
sueeess would ue our greaLesl disneler. 

The history of nations has lleen the hialory of 
their imaginulions. The pomp of po'Oer, the thirsl 
(or dominion, the glare of glory, ha ve oeen the 
emply baubles for which tr,ey have exhntlaLed 
lheiO' energies, nnd 81uughLered eaeh oLher. The~e 
huve been the di," lighlS by whieh pOOl' humanity 
has hilherLo adv"nced. 'Vho elln eatimate the 
infinile miseries, the muiriludinousslaughLers, these 
bnrren vanities huye entailed upon the human raee. 
The book of lime is bloody on every poge wilh 
lhe horrid reeilal. Shnll we learn nOLhing from 
it? Shnll the raallurn ila sorrowing fealurea upon 
us in vain? Shall we be insensible lo the teurs 
and agoniesof history? or shall \Ve furnish another 
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inslance of slupen.louR f"lIy by en.bnrking in the 
"lime illRllne ellreer/ I Ln'8t "nI. I IruSL we ehllll 
turn wilh overaion from lhe deceilful aeduClione 
(>f folse glory, and be inslruer.d by Ihe disaelers 
o( universal humaniLy. 

We may eXlend our dominion over lhe \Vhole 
e.ontinent, our nnvies may ride Lriumphant on 
every sea, OUI' name mllY be the Lerror of Kings, 
our deerees Lhe desLinies of nations, but be asaured 
it wíll ue at lhe priee of ouO' rree instiLuLions. 1 
know not how it mAY be with otherA, hUL for my 
UWII pUI"L, I wOllltl nol P:lY f!lis I'rice for nll the 
!'ower nlld ull the glo,'y III"t ever e ""lered nrotlnd 
nll the banners and all the eugles embJuzonetl in 
lhe pantheon of histol'y, 

Lel us Lurn from the line of vulgar eonquerors 
Ln lhe futhers of lhe llepulllie; lei us leorn from 
them, thal the lrueat patriotism is the preservation 
of our instituLions, the trueat wisdom ;a modera­
tion. In ahort, lel our hislory be not lhe hislory 
of our imaginllLion, but lhe hislory of our eom­
mon aense. Oy lhis eourse \Ve Illay nOI vaunt so 
many alatuen, so muny Iril1mphal nrehes, so many 
Lrophies of vieLory, ond boundJe~s dominion, but 
we ahnll have what is more glorious Lhlln lheae, 
we sh,,1I have our inslilulioos preserved; we ehall 
have the eonquesLa of peace; the mighty march of 
eivilization; chrisli/lnity workillg out, unimpeded, 
her Divine mission; lhese will ue our atutues; 
lhese our triumphnl arehes; lhese the trophies of 
our vietories; and lhey \ViII be aueh aa no natíon 
uefore us ha ve ever haif. 

rrilltcll al lile Congreuionnl Globo OniCll, 


