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,e‘ﬁwcns are pnt in terroifor t]\elr lives and property, and it is dﬂ'hwlt it not ‘impossxble, to secure s full
“and fuir enforcement of the law. Intormatmn Tias reached, and continues te reacly the E\emtf'i‘e,‘ﬁrur*
in the above Connties a state of feeling exists which is- totally incoinpatible with™ the free cxercige; by the
friends of the Government, of tlmtmdependmxt gxpression of opinion, and thiat freedom of action,’ which
is the birth.right of every American.” In Lenoir and Jones variuns thefts and murders have been cem-
—mitted ; jails have been forcibly opened and the prisoners taken theneé have been muordered ; an ofticer
of the law has been waylaid and slain on the public highway, and- another officer of the [aw lias been
sluin in the open day while engaged in his ordinary avoeations. : Private dwellings have been entered
and the occupants ter r:ﬁed and gomie of them whipped or murdered ; others have been shot or hanged or _
—a.c,x*uelly beaten ; and the resultis that thins far the civil law, though ﬁrmly asserted and majutained, lias
not been adequate to bring fhe msulordinate and the wicked to condign punishment. In Chathan the
jail has been forcibly opened dnd a prisioner, confined ‘under sentence of a Cum't of the United States,
has been liberated and is now at lartre In O ange the _jail has been foraibl y upened and ‘two prisoners
(colored men) taken out and shot, une of w hom has died of his wounds. Three other eolored men have
been. hanged until they were dead, ong “lias “been’ ‘erelly mutilated, and others have heen w happed
White citizens have been injured, insulted dnd terrified. The University of the State, sacred to the
canse of learning, has heen repeatedly invaded by bands‘of armed men in disgnise on_horse-back, and
acts of vioieneé have been there perpetrated on unoffunding citizens and officers of the law; Muny of -
_the colored peoplg in these Connties, and no inconsiderable portion-of the white people, though obedient
to the law and géod citizens, are living mider constant appl ehenaluns that tlwxma}. fall victims at any

momeut to the ialice of their enemies. - -
It is made my dyty under the Ounstttutlon “to call out the militia to e\et,um_ibe.jaw’snpl’n'@‘
~riots or insurectio 1o _repel invasion.” I deeply regret that” it seems jigcessary to resurt to the
mllxtary ower to. anforce the law and to protect the citizen. But the law must be maintsined. I have
waited in_vain, hoping that-a-returning-sense-of —reasoif and justice would arrest these nulanm;s of .the
law. But these.gnils, instead of dmmnshmw have increased, and no course is lett to ine bt to issue this
prodamation of admonitior and warning to all the pevple of this Counties mentioned, w hetherren‘ruced
in these flagrant violation. of law, or whether wdlﬁmens wf insensible to wlmt is oceurtiny fir their -
midst.. - Enesicall npon_every. citizen ‘in the Conitties. aforesaid to aid the civil power in a fearless
enforcement of thg laws. No et of men can. take the Taw uu;n theirown lmnda hvcry’r-xtwmx. however’
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lumthlo or w imtmvr his color, s n rwht to he at peace 1n Wi own Touke, AN Canmnt b8 Taken thenee —
wxeept Ly due process, and cannot be punished save by the law. It there be those who connsel resistance
tor established authority, such persons are traitors, sd showdd be punished accordingly ; if there be those
“who, dhumsed or masked, enter the dwellings of others by foree and cominit acts of violence, such per-
sons re guilty of felony, and should be panished by hard labor -in the peniteutiary 3 if there be these -
‘whe, without precept or order, hung, or shoot, or otherwise deprive any one of life, such persons are mur- .
“derers, s should be puvishied neeordingly. i
I ndw give notice in the most: solemn munner, that these violations of law and these outrages in the
“aforesitid Connties must cease ; otherwise, T will proclaim thase Counties in & ntatc of insurrection, and,
“will exert the whole power "ut' the State tognforee the law, to protect those who' are assailed or injar b
and-to bring eriminals to juét‘i{;cd In n matter like this there should be'no party fecling, It is iy fixed..
arpose fo protect every eitizen without regard to lis-antecedents, his color or his political opinions : by pud
to do thig the law ‘mnst be sacred, must be spread over all alike, and must b inflexibly maintained. -
Doné at our City .of Ra]eigh. this the 20th duy of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousai fin
Y eight hundred fing, ﬁmty-mmf and in thc ninety-fourth year of our Independemc ‘
' - : - W. W. IOLDEN, Gwvernor.
lh the (mvernm' : , -

— e B Rivnanoson, I'rowte Se crﬁéyy ‘ -

CHAPTER CCLXVIL

An Act M’rﬂmny the Act of Going Ji[askwl Disguised o
- Painted, «a Felony.

Skction 1. The Gleneral A; )m*mb?e y of North Carolina do enact, Auy person who shall disgnise v,
‘self by painting his face, or by wonring uny mask or any other devico for the condealiment o the face
person with intent to terrify or frighton any citizen or the connmunity, or part thereot, shall be guil'
a misdemennor, and be pmsmhed hy tmo or imprisonment in the Connty jail, at the diseretion e
Court.

— - Seo. 3.7 Any personor persons, either singly or in association with cach other, who, being disgnised
or musked, or otherwise concealed in the manner described in thie preceding section, shall commit any
‘trespass or dct by force or violence-which is now a misdemeanor by any statute of this State, or at com-
mon law, shall be deemed guilty of felony;and shall be’ unprtsmwd at hmd lahor in the Penitentiary for
A term of not less than ono year, or more than ten yours,

Ske. 3, This act shall go into effoet on its eatifiention, and the Governor shall eanse the same to be
puhhshul immediately, - -

Ratified the 12th day of April, A, D, 1869,




