


United States anxious to see construction of an
inter-oceanic canal. Also abolitionist-inspired news-
papers, convinced that Southern filibustering activ-
ities were responsible for Nicaragua’s anti-American
posture, accused the American Minister, a South-
erner, of failing 10 adequately represent the interests
of his government. Some of the more strident of
these papers attacked Lamar personally and per-
haps the worst example of this type of journalism
appeared in the Washington States, February 8,

1859:

In the present critical condition of our Central Amer-
ican relations, moreover, it is little short of madness
to leave the large interests we have at stake there
in such incompetent and faithless hands. . . . That
under such circumstances the defence of American
honor and American interests against such odds
should be intrusted to a Minister habitually disabled
by habits of intoxication from any attention to public
business — so careless of his personal dignity as (o
be seen openly lying in a public warehouse, without
hat, coat, shoes or stockings — a subject of derision
to strangers, and of pity and shame to his country-
men, — and so careless of the trust confided to him
as to leave the most confidential papers of his mission
scattered upon the floor and open to all, is certainly
to be deplored.®

Although Lamar was advised by friends in
Washington that President Buchanan and Secretary
of State Cass had no fault to find with the con-
duct of his office, he grew increasingly discour-
aged with the lack of any specific accomplishment
and in March, 1859, notified the Nicaraguan gov-
ernment of his intention to return to the United
States. Upon learning of the treaty that Nicaragua
had signed with Great Britain, Secretary Cass wrote
to Lamar instructing him to demand his passports

1h1

and (:()l.l('.llld(' his mission, but acting before he was
In receipt of that communication, Lamar made one
Inml.mlcmpl to wring some degree of success out
of !l!s stay in Central America.5* Upon his own
yqlmon, he concluded the Lamar-Zeledon treaty of
friecndship, commerce, and navigation which gave
to the United States exactly the same riths‘an(l
p1‘1.v1l’(’ge's that Nicaragua had conferred upbn Great
Britain in the earlier convention. However, this
treaty also ultimately failed of ratification because
9[ Nicaraguan insistence that the United States
‘enforce its own neutrality laws” in suppressing
filibustering expeditions before they could be
launched from American ports.

Lamar’s last official act before leaving Managua
was to appear before the Nicaraguan Senate and
urge the rejection of the Belly Canal Contract. He
insisted that the effect of the negotiation was to
make Nicaragua a virtual protectorate of the French
and that Central American interests would be better
served by seeking the good offices and friendship
of the United States. Although the contract was
eventually ratified, work on the proposed canal
was never begun principally because of financial
dl”l(‘ull,losﬂand the unspoken reluctance of Nic-
araguan officials to incur the di atic hostihi
asuan ol o ur the diplomatic hostility

Weary of his duties and burdened with a sense
ol [failure, Lamar probably welcomed the State
Department’s decision to terminate his mission
Finances had prevented his family from joining.
him at Managua and he was most anxious to
return to Texas. In August, his successor, Alex-
ander Dimitry, arrived, and by September, 1859
1‘4amar was back in Washington. After meeting witl;
Secretary Cass and reporting on his experience in
person, he felt compelled, before departing for
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Texas, to sum up his view of what American policy
should be toward the emerging Central American
nations. Perhaps the frustrations attendant upon
his unsuccessful mission account for the harsh
tone of his comments:

.Central America can never advance without the aid
of the United States. If these Republics are left to
themselves they will inevitably become little more
than French and British coloniés. They are now sigh-
ing for that condition; and will soon sink into it,
if we permit them to do so — I am not seeking the
annexation of those States; but I do desire their good;
and above all 1 do not wish to see our jealous rivals,
engraft their institutions upon this country and rear
up in our very front a mighty bulwark of power
against us. — And this they are now seeking to do.
— If we would arrest the work, there is but one
way to do it, and that is to unfurl Monroe Banner
on the mountain at once and defy the foe to strike
it down if he can. — If we are afraid to do this,
then let us revert back 10 om Colonial condition,
and pay the Tea Tax without further complaint.®¢

While Lamar’s diplomatic assignment had
proven inconclusive, the added compensation as
Minister to Nicaragua and Costa Rica had enabled
him to bring his lnancial affairs under some de-
gree of control and management. Rejecting nvi-
tations to visit old friends in Macon and New
Orleans, Lamar was back in Richmond in carly
October, anxious to enjoy the ease and repose he
had earned and to spend time with his wife and
daughter. In this spirit he graciously relused to
permit public dinners in his honor tendered by
the cities of Houston, Galveston, and his own
home town of Richmond. Privately, he indicated
that he had no interest in returning to politics
or official life of any kind, and wished only lor
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leisure time to pursue his oft-postponed work on
Texas history.57

Appropriate to the season, preparations were
under way at Lamar’s residence for the celebration
of the Christmas season. Friends and relatives had
already arrived when early in the morning on Mon-
day, December 19, Lamar complained ol [eeling
unwell. A doctor was summoned and while he
proceeded with his examination, L.amar remarked:
“I feel very queerly, I believe I am going to die.”
A moment later he was stricken with a severe
heart attack and died instantly. According to the
medical understanding of the day, death was at-
tributed to both a ‘“heart ailment” and ‘“‘apo-
plexy.’’68

“A worthy man has fallen; let his name be
remembered by the people.”’® In this fashion did
the editor of the Houston Telegraph and Texas
Register lament the passing of Lamar. Another
prominent journalist sadly observed that, “few of
the men of ’36 survive, they are fast passing away,
and soon none will be left to tell the tale.”’70 In
fact, of the men of great consequence of the Revo-
lutionary era, only David G. Burnet, a life-long
friecnd and supporter, and Sam Houston, an im-
placable enemy, survaved Lamar.

Appraisals of Lamar’s life and contributions
appeared in many newspapers in Texas and
throughout the South. Without fail he was praised
for his battlefield heroism at San Jacinto and for
his adamant desire to submit Santa Anna to the
mercies ol a Texas court. Celebrated as the [ounder
ol the Texas educational system, he was also ex-
tolled for the passage of the 1839 Homestead Act,
a statute which was at the time unique in the
southern states. The expulsion of the Cherokees
from the now choice lands in East Texas was
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gencerally delended and charitable amends were made
for his financial errors and the disastrous Santa
Fe expedition. Finally, some speculated that at some
future time Lamar might be best remembered for
his poetry and contributions to the Southern lit-
crary movement.

It may have been that ol all the memorials
and tributes to Lamar, that written by the editor
of the Galveston Weekly News most nearly cap-
tured the essence of the man:

Would that we had the space o0 speak of his private
virtues. Like Brutus, the elements were kindly mixed
in him, and gentleness was his prevailing mood, but
the flash of his eye was terrible when his justice
was roused. He loved home, country, and friends, his
attachments were strong, and he clung to old friends,
to old scenes, and old recollections. The world who
did not know him, will not miss him, but the chosen
few who had confidence and knew him as he was,
will ask themsclves:
“When shall we look upon his like again.”’ "
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