
dubious concerning lhe uhimale prospccls o[ all 
agreemenl belween Nicaragua and lhe lJnited 
Slalcs. In a comnumicalion lO Cass. ahcr having 
been al his posl only a few IIlOluhs, Lunar SUIll­

marized lhe problems inherelll in his mission: 

The greal lrullhle wilh Nicaragua /IIay he easily ('x­
plained. She saw in lhe meloncholly [sic] resu\ts of 
Ihe Walker War. how near she was heing CO\HI\H'red 
by a handful of Filibuslers - and frum lhal day lo 
Ihe present momenl, she has been oppressed wilh a 
sense of insecurily, so long as an American is allowed 
lo Ireau her soi 1. 
This sense of insecurily has l1een greally allgllH'nll'd 
by lhe Cass and Irisarri Trealy; for Nicaragua helieves 
Ihal under the protection of lhal Trealy, combineu 
with the facilities of the Transil, lhe Americans will 
pOllr inlo her lerrilory in o\'('rwhdllling nIlmhers. alld 
by Iheir superior energy, knowledge, weallh and en­
terprise will soon possess lhemselves of all power and 
converl lhe counlry inlo an American RepIIhlic. TIJe 
uread of hl.'Íng Ihus dCllaliollalil.ed ami Ill'r people 
degraded, is the great and prubably sole impedirnenl 
lo a good I1nderslanding wilh IJ('r.~,9 

Despairing of any definile action on lhe lrcaly, 
Lamar announced his intended departure for Cosla 
Rica so Ihal Iw Hlighl pn'Sl'1l1 his CJr<!l'Blials lo 
tltal govenllllclll. Bdorc kavillg he presclllcd SO)ll(' 
claims on behalf of American citizens. a lask which 
had occlIpicd IlIllCh of his 1imc sincc anivillg in 
Managua. Then he was heartened by lhe recei pt of 
a lener from Presidenl Mora of Cosla Rica critical 
of lhe proposed French canal conlracl and empha­
sizing a wilJingness 10 hear lhe American view oC 
lhe case. In lhe interim lhe Cass-Irisarri lrealy, 
modified in sorne of its basic fealUres afler re­
ceiving President Martinez's sig-nalure was rejened 
by Secrelary of Slate Cass and relurned 10 Nicaragua 
for funher action. 60 

Arriving al San Jose, Cosla Rica, in Seplember, 
1858, Lamar found a cordial receplion. A banquel 
was len<.!crcd in his honor by Presidenl Mora and 
shortly lhereafler lhe American diplomal appraised 
lhe exisling silualion in a nole lo lhe Slale Deparl­
menl. He alJuded lo lhe genuine desire of Cosla 
Rica lo maimain friendly relalions wilh lhe lJniled 
Slales bul observed lhal, "lhe fears of being over­
mn by lhe filJibuslers, were so greal, lhal Cosla 
Rica would have lhrown herself as a colony, inlo 
lhe arms of any power lhal would prolecl her."61 
AIso, Lamar gave il as his opinion lhal any pro­
posed union of Cenlral American Slales along dem­
ocralÍc principIes, a policy once advocaled by lhe 
lJniled Slales, was ilJusory and wishful lhinking 
al besl. 

While Lamar occupied his lime in rouline dUlies 
al San Jose, affairs carne to a head concerning lhe 
transil lreaty in Nicaragua. Lale in January, 1859, 
a trealy was signed belween Nicaragua and lhe 
British Commissioner, WilJiam Gore Ousley, sanc­
lioning lhe use of Brilish lroops upon Nicaraguan 
soil lo repel filibuslering expedilions if il became 
necessary. When lhe Texan learned of lhis he re­
IlIrBcd qllickly lo Managua and was inforllled hy 
Sellior Pedro Zclnloll, Nicaraguan Minislcr of For­
eign Relalions, lhal since lhe Uniled Slales had 
failed lo ralify the original Cass-Irisarri negolia­
lion, Nicaragua feh free lo conclude an agreemenl 
wilh England. A ray of hope was held oul when 
Zrledon indicated his wilJingness lo negoliale lhe 
same kind of lrealy wilh lhe lJniled Slales, if Lamar 
feh lhal ralificalion could be accomplished in lhe 
American Congress. 62 

The announcemenl lhal Nicaragua had lurned 
lo British officials for SUPP0rl inlensified crilicisms 
againsl Lamar from mari lime interesls in lhe 
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United States anxious to see construction of an 
inter-ocea,nic canal. AIso abolitionist-inspired news­
papers, convinccd thal SOllthcrJ) filihuslcrin~ acliv­
ities were responsible for Nicaragua's anti-American 
posture, accused the American Minister, a South­
erncr, of failill~ lO adeqllalely re!,n'senl Ihe in(('I('sIS 
of his goverilment. Some 01 the more stridcllt of 
these papers auacked Lamar personally ami per­
haps the worst example of this type of jOllrna lism 
appeared in the Washington States, February 8, 
1859: 

In the present critical comlition of our Central Amer­
ican relations, moreover, it is liule short of mauness 
to leave the large interests we have at stake therc 
in such incompetcnt and faithless hands.... That 
under such circumstances the uefence of Ameri<'an 
honor and American interests against such odds 
should be intrusted lO a Minister habiluaHy uisableu 
by habits of intoxication fmm any atlention to p\lhlic 
business - so carelcss of his persollal di~lIily as lo 
be seen openly Iying in a public warehouse, withoul 
hat, coat, shoes 01' stockings - a subject of uerision 
to strangers, and of pity and shame lO his country­
men, - and so careless of the trust confided to him 
as to leave the most confidential papers of his mission 
scaurrcd \lpon the f100r ami open lo aH, is ,crlainly 
to be ueplorcu.6j 

Although Lamar was advised by friends in 
Washington that President Ruchanan ami Secrelary 
of State Cass had no fauh to find with the con­
duct of his office, he grew increasingly discour­
aged with the lack of any specific accomplishment 
and in March, 1859, notified the Nicaraguan gov­
ernment of his intention to return to the United 
States. Upon learning of the treaty that Nicaragua 
had signed with Creat Britain, Secretary Cass wrote 
to Lamar instructing him to demand his passports 

élml cOllcfude his mission, but acting before he was 
in receipt of that communication, Lamar made one 
filléll attcmpl lo wring SOlIlC degree of success out 
of his stay in Central America. 64 Upon his own 
volition, he concluded the Lamar-Zeledon treaty of 
rriendship. commerce. amI navigalion which gave 
lo Ihe lJniled StaH's cxaetly the same ri~tlls and 
privi1eges that Nicaragua had conferred upon Creat 
Britain in the earlier convention. However, this 
treaty also ultimately failed of ratification because 
of Nicaraguan' insistence that the United States 
"en force its own nClltrality laws" in supprcssing 
filibustering expeditions before they could be 
launched from American ports. 

Lamar's last official act before leaving Managua 
was to appear before the Nicaraguan Senate and 
urge the rejection of the Belly Canal Contract. He 
insisted that the effect of the negotiation was to 
rnake N icaragua a virtual protectorate of the French 
amI that Central American intcrests would be hctter 
served by seeking the good offices and friendship 
of the United States. Although the contract was 
eventually ratified, work on the 'proposed canal 
was never begun principal1y because of financial 
difficllhies amI the unspoken rcluctance of Nic­
araguan officia ts lo incur Ihe diplomatic hostility 
of the United States.65 

Weary of his duties and burdened with a sense 
of failure, Lamar probably we1comed the State 
Department's decision to terminate his mission. 
Finances had prevented his family from joining 
him at Managua and he was most anxious to 
return LO Texas. In August, his successor, Alex­
ander Dimitry, arrived, and by September, 1859, 
Lamar was back in Washington. Alter meeting with 
Secretary Cass and reporting on his experience in 
person, he feh compelled, before departing for 
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Texas, to sum up his view of what American pulicy 
should be toward the emerf.?;ing Central American 
nations. Perhaps the frustrations attenuant upon 
his unsuccessful mission account for the harsh 
tone of his comments: 

.Central America can never advaJl(l' wilholll Ihe aid 
of the United Sta tes. If these Republics are leh 10 

themselves they will inevitably become liule more 
than French and British colonies. They are now sigh­
ing for that condition; and will soon sink into it, 
if we permit them to do so - 1 am nol seeking the 
annexation of those States; but 1 do desire Iheir good; 
and above all 1 do not wish to see OUT jealous rivals, 
engrah their institutions upon this country and rear 
up in our very front a mighty bulwark of power 
against uso - And this they are now seeking 10 do. 
_ If we would arresl the work, Ihere is bUI one 
way 10 do it, and thal is 10 unfurl Monroe Banner 
on the mountain at once and defy the foe to strike 
il down if he can. - If we are afraid lo do Ihis, 
Ih('n lel LIS I('verl ha(k lo 0111 <:olonial lontlilioll, 
and pay the Tea Tax without further complaint.66 

While Lamar's diplomatic assignment had 
proven inconclusive, the added compensation as 
Minister to Nicaragua and Costa Rica had enahled 
him to bring his financial affairs undcr SOlll(' d('­
gree of control and management. Rejecting invi­
tations 10 visit old friends in Macon and New 
Orleans, Lamar was hack in Richmond in carly 
October, anxious to enjoy the case anu repose he 
had earned and to spend time with his wife and 
daughter. In this spirit he graciously refuscd lo 

permit public dinners in his honor tendcred by 
the cities of Houston, Galveston, and his own 
home town of Richmond. Privately, he indicateu 
that he hau no interest in returning to politics 
or official life of any kinu, anu wished only fur 

lcisurc time to pursue his oft-postponcd work on 
Texas history. 67 

Appropriate to the season, preparations were 
under way at Lamar's residence for the celebration 
of the Christmas season. Friends and relatives had 
already arrived when early in Ihe morninf.?; on Mon­
day, Ikc(,lllber IY, Lunar cOlllplaincd of feeling 
unwell. A doctor was summoned and while he 
proceeded with his examination, Lamar remarked: 
"1 feel very queerly, 1 believe 1 am going to die." 
A moment later he was stricken with asevere 
heart attack and died instantly. According to the 
medical understanding of the day, death was at­
tributed to both a "heart ailment" and "apo­
plexy."68 

"A worthy man has fallen; let his name be 
remembered by the people. "69 In this fashion did 
the editor of the Houston Telegraph and Texas 
Register lament the passing- of Lamar. Another 
plolllilH'll1 journalisl sadly ohsnv('d Ihal, "few of 
the men of '36 survive, they are fast passing away, 
and soon none will be left to teH the tale."70 In 
fact, of the men of great consequence of the Revo­
lutionary era, only David G. Burnet, alife-long 
fri('nd amI supporlcr, amI Sam Houston, an im­
placable cnclllY, sllrvivcd Lamar. 

Appraisals of Lamar's life and contributions 
appcarcd in many newspapers in Texas amI 
throughout the South. Without fail he was praised 
for his battlefield heroism at San Jacinto and for 
his adamant desire to submit Santa Anna to the 
Illcrcics of a Texas court. Celebrated as the founder 
uf the Texas educational system, he was also ex­
tolled for the passage of the 1839 Homestead Act, 
a slatute which was at the time unique in the 
southern states. The expulsion of the Cherokees 
from the now choice lands in East Texas was 
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gencrally defendcd and charitablcalllcnus wcre IlIade 
fOf his financial errors and the disastrous Santa 
Fe expedition. FinalIy, sorne speculated that at sorne 
future time Lamar might be best remembered for 
his poetry and contributions to the Southern lit­
era ry JJloveJJlell t. 

It may have beell that of all the Illclllorials 
and tributes to Lamar, that wriuen by the editor 
of the Galveston Weekly News most nearIy cap­
tured the essence of the man: 

Would that we had the space lo speak of hís prívate 
virtues. Like Brutus, the elements were kindly míxed 
in him, and gentleness was his prevailing mooo, bUl 
the flash of his eye was terrible when his j uSlice 
was roused. He loved home, country, and friellds, his 
attachments were strong, and he clung tu old friends, 
to old scenes, and old recollections. The world who 
did not know him, will not miss him, bllt the chosen 
few who had confidence ano knew hím as he was, 
will ask lhcrnsdvcs: 

"When shall we look upon his like agaín. "71 
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