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Preface

In a very real sense, the history of Texas from
the Revolutionary era through secession was dom-
inated by Sam Houston. Conqueror of Santa Anna
at San Jacinto, dynamic President during the per-
iod of the Republic, and later friend of the Union
as a United States Senator and state Governor,
Houston has attracted many biographers. Yet, per-
haps, only Marquis James and Llerena Friend
have done their subject full justice.

By contrast, relatively litlde attention has been
focused upon Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar. Spe-
cialists in American literature have pointed to his
importance as a poet of the ante-bellum South,
but only two complete “life and times” biograph-
ical accounts have preceded this study. Lamar’s
accomplishments in the ficld of social legislation
while President of the Republic, his battlefield
heroism demonstrated at San Jacinto and during
the Mexican war, and his role as a (ledgling Amer-
ican diplomat in Central America, merit further
study. If this work prompts continued investiga-
tion into the Georgian’s life and carcer, the author
will count himsclf well satisficd.

As 1s customary, I wish to thank all those who
rendered assistance to me in the completion of
this project.

Houston, July 27, 1977 Stanley Siegel
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Early Lite

Mimb(';m Buonaparte Lamar was born on
August 16, 1798, near Louisville, then the capital
of Georgia. Of French descent, his father, John
Lamar, representing the fifth generation of his
family to settle in the New World, married Rebecca
L.amar, a first cousin. Four sons and five daughters
were born to this union and the demands of a
large family combined with the relocation of the
state capital at Millidgeville, compelled a move to
the western part of the state. Ilere at Eatonton,
along the banks of the Little John River, John
Lamar styled his new plantation estate, Fairfield,
and here young Mirabeau grew to manhood.!

Fond of rural life and a member of a closely-
knit family, Lamar’s boyhood verged on the idyllic.
The steady round of farming chores left some stolen
time for reading Gibbon and Scott, and a youthful
devotion to Byron foreshadowed Lamar’s own career
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as a poct. However, the deaision of his older nother,
Lucius, to journey north for study under Judge
Tapping Reeve at the famous Litchfield Law School
in Connecticut, prompted Lamar to consider hisown
formal educatonal [uture. Desultory attendance and
a non-disciplined approach to his studies at both
Millidgeville and Eatouton Academy did not augm
well for the future. Princeton was brielly considered,
but the expense of maintaiming Lucius in his law
studies and, shortly thereafter, Thomas in a pre-
medical program at the University ol Mississippi,
coupled with Lamar’s own lack of purpose miti-
gated against a university career.?

Adrift and still undecided as to a vocation in
life, Lamar eagerly accepted an opportunity in
1819 to accompany Willis Roberts, a long-time
friend of his father’s to Cahawba, Alabama, for
the purpose of opening a gencral store. Recently
admitted into the Union as a state, much of Ala-
bama was still rvaw frontier. Cahawba, just west of
the Georgia line and situated at the junction of
the Cahawba and Dallas Rivers, had been desig-
nated as the state capital and promised to be a
likely spot for commercial activity.® However, con-
trary to fond expectations, the business did not
thrive. Competition {rom other more well-estab-
lished firms, a devastating flood in 1825, and the
relocation of the seat of government at Tuscaloosa
in 1826, combined to persuade Lamar to dispose of
his interest in the venture. Looking back on the
experience, candor also compelled him to admit
that his romantic, somewhat drcamy temperament
was ill-fitted for the precise demands ol store-
keeping.

With what funds he could still command,
Lamar decided to remain in Cahawba, whose so-
cicty he found congenial, and put his literary skills

to some use. Accordingly, he purchased a hall
interest in the Cahawba Press, one of the two
weckly journals in town. In association with Wil-
liam. Allen, a wansplanted Bostonian, the co-
publishers struggled valiantly to make a financial
success ol their {ledgling paper. Seeking adver-
tising revenue and cultivating political influence,
I.amar travelled over much of the state, but ulti-
matcly 1o no avail. The loss of revenue and in-
fluence associated with the removal of the state
capital and consequently its share of the legis-
lative printing, forced the Press to suspend pub-
lication. With its demise, Lamar returned to his
family in Georgia.!

Lamar’s journalistic experience, though frus-
trating, had given him some insight into southern
political life. Believing that he had a flair for the
science, Lamar was drawn to Georgia state poli-
tics through his acquaintance with Joel Crawford.

The latter, law partner to Lamar’s brother, Lucius, -

was one of the manipulators of George Troup's
risc in state politics and when Troup was elected
governor in 1823, Lamar was offered and accepted
the post of private secretary to the governor. Re-
lations between the chiel executive and lis secre-
tary werc always cordial and Lamar virtually be-
came a member of Troup’s private household.5
Troup came into office after a typical bitterly-
contested Georgia campaign. A Princeton grad-
uate and celebrated attorney before he turned to
politics, Troup gained much popularity through-
out the South because of his defiant stand against
the administration of John Quincy Adams. In
1825 the President ncgotiated a treaty with the
Creeks residing in Georgia to cede all of their
lands except a strip west of the Chattahoochee
River. Objecting on the basis of a prior agreement
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signed by the state in which the Indians gave up
all of their lands, the governor threatened to call
out the state militia if the federal government per-
sisted in its policy.® A proclamation 1o this effect
was drafted by Lamar, foreshadowing his stand
against the Cherokees in Texas in 1839, Finally,
the question was linked to state politics and the
national election of 1828 when Jacksoun's sup-
porters in Congress lauded ‘Troup’s conduct and
castigated Adams’ interference in “local matters.”

The year, 1825, was also marked for Lamar by
a sentimental visit of the Marquis de Lafayette
to the United States. Returning in triumph to the
nation he had befriended during the Revolution,
General Lafayette was received in Savannah by
Lamar, as the official emissary of the state, and
then conducted back to Millidgeville for the for-
mal welcome by Governor Troup and members
of his administration.” Proud of his French an-
cestry and stirred by the military pomp of the re-
ception, Lamar then acted as a guide as Lafayette
and his party toured the lands of the Creek Nation
in Georgia. Far removed from factional state poli-
tics and the abrasive conflict between Georgia and
the federal union over the Indian question, Lamar
later recalled Lafayette’s visit as the high point
of his tenure as private sccretary to Governor
Troup.

Not all of Lamar’s timie had been spent in the
performance of official duties. Indulging his bent
for poetry and his interest in the young belles of
the arca, he paid court 1o Olivia Roberts at Mobile,
Anna Cowles in Macon, and Sarah Rossetter at
Millidgeville.® Yet nothing came of these encoun-
ters and it appcared that at the age of twenty-seven
Lamar was slipping into conlirmed bachelorhood
when his marriage to Miss Tabitha B. Jordan was
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announced. They had met {or the first time when
Lamar resided in Cahawba and he had visited
her frequently at her home in Perry, Alabama,
just across the state line. Friendship ripened into
love and the appearance of a would-be rival deter-
mined Lamar to take a bold approach. On January
I, 1826, they were married at Perry and after a
brief honeymoon the couple returned to Georgia
to sct up housckeeping.

‘I'roup’s defeat at the polls in the gubernatorial
clection of 1828 dictated Lamar’s return to the
field of journalism. The townsite of Columbus,
astride the Chattahoochee River, had recently been
laid out and the chance to be first on the scene
was attractive.? Also the rural area was an appeal-
ing setting in which to raise a family. A daughter,
Rebecca Ann, had been born just prior to the move
to Columbus and additional children were cer-
tainly anticipated. Some apprehension over the
frail state of his wifc’s health, compounded by a
nasty fall from a carriage, marred these otherwise
busy and happy times.

The Columbus Enquirer commenced publi-
cation on May 29, 1828. So that his readers would
be under no misapprehensions, Lamar promised
to be guided by the “political principles of Thomas
Jefferson and Governor Troup.”’!® Subscription
rates were set at three dollars a year if paid in ad-
vance or four if paid at the end of the year. As was
true with most frontier editors of the period, Lamar
devoted most of his columns to political questions
and hewed, gencrally, (o a pro-slavery, states rights
doctrine. His stint as a journalist also gave the
aspiring writer an opportunity to review books
of poetry and to indulge his own beginning tastes
in that direction. Finally, the pages of the Enquirer
reveal Lamar as a tireless booster of Columbus
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and its potential for cconomic growth and devel-
opment.!!

For some tiine Lamar had been contemplaing
a return to polites and 1829 he was clected 0
the Georgia senate, representing Muscogee County.
Financial considerations dictated a sale of one-
half interest in the Enquirer and for a tme Lamar
doubled as editor and state legislator. His initial
term in office was so snccessful that reelection ap-
peared a certainty when tragedy struck with devas-
tating effect. On August 20, 1830, his wife, Tab-
itha, passed away aflter a hngering sicge of tuber-
culosis and Lamar immediately withdrew from the
senatorial contest.!2 Widowed, the father of a young
daughter, and with his own health in a delicate
state, Lamar sought solace in his travel. Two po-
etic elegies dedicated to his wife’s memory, “Thou
Idol of My Soul,” and “At Evening on the Banks
of the Chattahoochee” date from this time of tur-
moil and grief.13

Returning to Georgia in 1832, Lamar announced
as a candidate for the United States House ol Rep-
resentatives. However, the party caucus meeting at
Millidgeville refused to endorse his candidacy and
running as an independent, I.amar was soundly de-
feated. Following this reversal, he becaune active
in the formation of the Georgia States Rights
Party.!'* Organized at Millidgeville in November,
1833, resolutions werc passed assailing Jackson’s
proclamation in connection with the threat of
nullification in South Carolina. The Force Bill
was bitterly denounced and in a subsequent ad-
dress, Lamar heaped praise upon the political
theories 1mplicit in the Kentucky and Virginia
Resolutions of 1798 which sustained the doctrine
ol nullilication.’™ Nevertheless, a second unsuc-
cessful race for Congress convinced Lamar to dis-

12

=

posc of his interest in the Enquirer and seemed
to mark an end of his political ambitions.

Beset by private sorrow and political disap-
pointiments, Lamar was shaken by still one more
blow. Though secmingly blessed with a successful
career at the bar and surrounded by an adoring
wife and children, his older brother, Lucius, took
his own life on July 4, 1834, apparently in a fit
of derangement.'® The death was perhaps even
harder 0 bear because of the persistent strain of
melancholia which Lamar, himself, labored under
and the thoughts of suicide which intruded upon
his own consciousness. Once again only travel and
a change of scenery could provide the necessary
balm. Intrigued by the ripening controversy in
Texas which dominated the columns ol Southern
newspapers and attracted by the Texas letters of
James W. Fannin, a former Georgia friend, Lamar
decided to cross the Sabine and see for himself.!?
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The Final Decade

Nine years of life remained o Lamar as the
last decade before the Civil War commienced. During
this span as repeated threats of secession were
voiced, questions of national consequence became
paramount. Lamar would render one final SCIVICe

in the field of diplomacy and at the time of his .

death the prospects for stability and harmony with-
in the Union appeared remote.

When the terms of the Compromise of 1850
were made public, Lamar was in Georgia attend-
ing to long-neglected family business. Critical of
the Omnibus Bill as a whole, he was particularly
bitter about the settlement of the Texas-New Mexico
boundary dispute favorable to the territory of New
Mexico. While he proclaimed himself content with
the assumption of Texas debts in exchange for
transfer of title to the state’s public lands to the
federal government, he lamented the fathue o in-
clude all of the lands west of the Rio Grande as
within the boundaries of Texas. Speaking in Ma-
con, Lamar reminded his audience that the purpose
of his Santa Fe expedition was to prove title to
that area and that a major causc of the Mexican
War had been to win the territory in dispute.
Perhaps slightly overcome with his own rhetoric,
Lamar concluded by expressing his fears for the
stability of the Union and likened the federal gov-
ernment to a “Russian Empire which makes a
Hungary of the South.”#!

Another matter which claimed his attention was
the possibility of a rebellion in Guba. On numerous
occasions, Lamar had declared his sympathies for
the Cuban rebels in their struggle against Spain
and had compared them to the Texans who had
wrested their independence from Mexico. South
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of the 36°30" line, established by the Missouri
Compromise of 1820, Cuba, freed from Spain, was a
potential slave state in the American Union. The
fact that slavery already existed on the island and
that a sugar plantation economy reigned made
the sitwation all the more attractive. Tlowever, alter
some correspondence with leaders of a proposed
expedition outfitting in New Orleans, Lamar de-
clined o participate stressing the dangers involved
and the bleak prospects for success. Events bore
out his judgement, since the Lopez expedition was
g‘asily beaten back by Spanish troops and most of
its parucipants died before firing squads in Ha-
vana.*? ~

Although Lamar declined to follow Lopez, his
stay in New Orleans did prove fortuitous in one
respect. Visiting at the home of Mrs. John A. Sattle,
the daughter of an old Texas friend, Lamar was
introduced to Miss Henrietta Malffitt. One of three
Galveston sisters famed for their beauty, Flenrietta
was twenty-four years old to Lamar’s fifty-three at
the time of their acquaintance. In addition, she
had recently announced her engagement to a suitor
in Galveston. Nevertheless, the two people were
thrown increasingly together, probably at the de-
sign of their hostess, and romance flourished. Mar-
ried early in February, 1851, they travelled
throughout the South while maintaining a kind
ol base at Macon. There, carly in 1852, a daugh-
ter, Loretto Evalina, named for two of Lamér’s
sisters, was born. The birth of this second child,
in the same city where his first daughter, Rebecca
Ann, lay buried, was a particularly poignant ex-
perience for Lamar and his new wife.*3

The ex-President and his new family were back
in Texas in 1853. Professing no interest in lo-
cal politics, Lamar declined comment on Houston’s
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re-election o the United States Scnate, though it
must have revived painful memories of the unsuc-
cessful attempt in 1847 to deny Houston his scat.
A member of the state legislature then, lLamar
appeared interested now only in the publication
of a collection of his poems and the improvement
of his financial prospects. Encouraged by his wile
and friends, though fearful of the critical response,
Lamar [inally agreed o accept funds for publica-
tion from his nephew, Lucius Mnabcau Lamar,
in exchange for title to a portion of his Texas
lands. Entitled ‘“Verse Memorials” and brought
oul in September, 1857, the slim volume was mar-
keted by W. P. Fetridge and Company of New York.
However, shortly after the sale of the first printing,
the publishers were compelled to declare bank-
ruptcy. Financially, the results were disappointng
and the book appears to have met a tepid critical
response as well

The debts which burdened Lamar's Richmond
plantation and the uncertainty surrounding his
other land holdings combined to create a severe
financial strain. He viewed as a hopeful sign Bu-
chanan’s election .to the Presidency in 1856 on the
Democratic ticket and Southern influence in the
new administration was also an encouraging omen.
Friendly to the Pennsylvanian and anxious to ob-
tain some preferment for himsell, Lamar journeyed
to Washington, attended Buchanan's inauguration
and conferred with his choice for Secretary of State,
Lewis Cass.*®* Then he met with Senator Rusk and
Senator John A. Quitman ol Mississippi who
jointly drafted the following letter on Lamar’s be-
half to Governor Henry A. Wise of Virginia, a
power in Democratic party circles and advisor to
Buchanan on questions of patronage:
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Genl. Linnae is an applicant for the appointiment of
resident minister 1o some of the European or South
American Republics or would accept the Governor-
ship of a Terrttory and as we arc extremely desirous
that he should receive the appointment, we take the
liberty of invoking your assistance in his behall, be-
liecving that an expression of your wishes and opin-
ion in the matter will have grear weight with the
President. Should you think proper to tend us your
aid in procuring the appointment for our [riend, we
are satisfied that neither yourself nor the country will
have any cause to regret the act. It is hardly necessary
to say that Genl. Lamar has been through a long life
a true democrat, devoted to the Siate-right principles,
Ile is induced 10 make the present application from
pecuniary distress; and we know of no one more
entitled than himsell 1o the sympathies of his party,
as well as the conflidence of the nation.46

These overtures had their desired effect when in
the summer of 1857, Lamar received the appoint-
ment of Minister (o the Argentine Republic.t? How-
cver, the salary was less than the recipient had an-
ticipated and financial worries still lay heavy on
his mind. Writing to Howell Cobb, Treasury Sec-
retary in Buchanan’s cabinet and an old Georgia
friend, the Texan wondered if he might not have
additional time before taking up his new post in
order to settle his “tangled pecuniary affairs.’’18
At the same time he contacted his cousin, Gazaway,
now back in Savannah and proposed the exchange
of his most desirable ‘Texas lands in return for the
cancellation of his existing indebtedness. Proud and
conscious of his former position in Texas, it must
have pammed Lamar to write the following words:

As a matter of course, I have no right to require any
friend to incur risk or hazard of pecuniary loss on
my account; 1T do not mean to do it; but where a
favor can be extended which will relieve the recip-
ient from great embarassment and mental distress,
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without inflicting the slightest injumy 1o him who
grants it, I think there can be no impropriety in
soliciting it. 1 ask this favor because my whole hap-
piness is involved in it. — Tt may be a small affair
to you, but it is onc of vital importance o me. It
will relieve me from a mountain of miseries — restore
my peace of mind — and secure a liule repose for
me between this and the grave.®?

This personal appeal fell on deaf ears and Lamar
was forced to satisfy his indebtedness by pledging
$1,000.00 annually from his anticipated salary as
Minister to the Argentine Republic. That his cous-
in's conscience may have bothered him somewhat
may be inferred from the comment, “Of course, 1
expect you to go off angry with me, because I need
my monny [sic],”’*® at the conclusion of his letter,
demanding payment in cash and not in land.

On the eve of his intended departure for the
Argentine Republic, Buchanan offered Lamar an-
other diplomatic assignment, the final decision to
rest with the Texan. The post of Minister to Nic-
aragua became vacant and the opportunity was
made more attractive when the position of Minister
to Costa Rica was combined with it. The compen-
sation of $10,000.00 annually, substantially more
than Lamar would have received had he gone to
the Argentine, proved decisive. At the age of fifty-
nine, weary and in f{ragile health, Lamar began
preparations for his journcy to Central America.
Departing shortly after Christmas, 1857, he arrived
in Nicaragua in late January, 1858.%!

The major task facing Lamar was to sccure rat-
ification of a treaty of commerce, [riendship, and
navigation which had been negotiated at Wash-
ington by Secretary of State Cass and Jose de Irisarri,
Nicaraguan Minister at Washington. The purpose
of the Cass-Irisarri negotiation was 10 guavantee
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the transit route across the isthimus ol Nicaragua
which had been placed in jeopardy and closed
during the filibustering era of William Walker.
Signed at Washington, November 16, 1857, the
treaty sanctioned the employment of American
troops to protect the transit route, but only upon
a specific request from Nicaragua. Resentment over
Walker’s activities and fears that the United States
stood ready to grant covert aid to other filibustering
groups were obstacles which Lamar must iniliall‘y
surmount in order to guarantee some degree of
success for his mission.52

Lamar’s arrival in Central America signalled
the commencement of regular diplomatic relations
between Nicaragua, Costa' Rica, and the United
States. Prior to that the American government had
been served (on an irregular basis) by appointees
dispatched to resolve a crisis after it had devel-
oped. Shortly after he learned that Lamar had
been named to succeed him, William Cary Jones,
“Special Agent of the United States to Central
America,” in a letter to Secretary of State Cass,
lamented the difficulties of his position:

The newspaper accounts from the United States had
me o suppose that a functionary of ample powers
& unequivocal official position will soon be present
here. Whoever he may be, 1 hope that he will be a
man ol courage & will, & be backed by a stcamer of
war constantly on each coast. Short of this, American
citizens & their interests in this State may as well be

abandoned, and even an appearance of respect for the
government of the US55

Lamar presented his credentials to Nicaraguan
President, Tomas Martinez, an outspoken opponent
of the Cass-Irisarri treaty. However, the Minister
of Foreign Relations, Gregorio Juarez, was some-
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what more sympathetic and requested  that the
American Minister document arguments in favor of
ratification before the treaty was submitted to the
Nicaraguan Scnate for approval. Before marshalling
his points, Lamar felt impelled to point out the
difficulties inherent in his assignment in a letter
to Sccretary of State Cass:

Indeed 1 feel almost confident that the wreaty will
be ratificd by the next sieimer in spite ol the pre-
vailing fears that, instcad of its closing, it will only
open the door to Filibustering. This is the great dread
of the nation.

There is in all this country a deep scated terror, that
when the Americans are admiued into it, the natives
will be thrust aside — their nationality lost — their
religion destroyed — and the common classes be con-
verted into hewers of wood and drawers of water.?

Turning then to the task at hand, Lamar began
the work of compiling a lengthy memorandum for
Juarez’s use in arguing for ratification. He stressed
the commercial advantages which would accrue to
Nicaragua in increased trade with the United States
and warned that the local administration should
not become too dependent on British favor and
influence. Also, he discounted the prospects of war
between the United States and England or France
over a guarantee of the transit route. Finally, he
insisted that American life and property would
be protected and the isthmus remain open even
if Nicaragua refused to cooperate.>®

The Cass-Irisarri treaty carried by onc vole in
the Nicaraguan Senate. llowever, President Mar-
tinez refused to complete the ratification procedure
by signing the treaty. Instead he drafted a vitriolic
statement addressed to all Central American na-
tions, attacking the intervention of the United States
in their domestic affairs.8 A new Minister of lor-
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cign Relations, Don Pedro Zelendon, was named
and in June, 1858, Senior Irisarri, wrote to Sec-
retary of State Cass and requested an extension of
time for the ratification of the treaty. Additional
time was necessary for the settlement of a dispute
involving the banks of the San Juan River, claimed
by both Nicaragua and Costa Rica. A successful
negotiation of this question, Irisarri insisted, would
clear the way for ratilication of the treaty, assurance
ol the integrity of the transit route, and possible
construction of a canal under American auspices.5’

In fact, Nicaragua was simply playing a delay-
ing game while carrying on talks with a French
corporation for the construction of a canal. A con-
dition precedent to this was the settlement of the
boundary dispute with Costa Rica and this was
accomplished after talks between Presidents Mar-
tinez of Nicaragua and Mora of Costa Rica. Early
in July, 1858, Felix Belly, agent {for Milland and
Company of Paris, announced the conclusion of a
convention for the opening of an inter-oceanic
canal through the St. John River and Lake Nicar-
agua. The Belly canal contract stipulated that con-
struction must begin within two years, that upon
completion the canal would be under French man-
agement, though available to the ships of all na-
tions upon the payment of a uniform toll. Also
the French government was given the right of sta-
tioning two warships on Lake Nicaragua while
the canal was under construction.’® The statement
concluded with an attack against filibustering ac-
tvities supposcedly encouraged by the American
government and the necessity of Nicaragua and
C()sla Rica seeking French protection against such
incursions.

Although he felt that a canal under French
guarantce would never be built, Lamar was also
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dubious concerning the ultimate prospects ol an
agreement between Nicaragua and the United
States. In a communication 1o Cass, after having
been at his post only a few months, Lamar sum-
marized the problems inherent in his mission:

The great trouble with Nicaragua may be casily ex-
plained. She saw in the meloncholly [sic] results ol
the Walker War, how near she was heing conquered
by a handful of Filibusters — and from that day 1o
the present moment, she has been oppressed with a
sense of insecurity, so long as an American is allowed
to tread her soil.

This sense of insecurity has been greatly augmented
by the Cass and Irisarri Treaty; for Nicaragua believes
that under the protection of that Treaty, combined
with the f[acilities of the Transit, the Americans will
pour into her territory in overwhelmimg numbers, and
by their superior energy, knowledge, wealth and en-
terprise will soon possess themselves of all power and
convert the country into an American Republic. The
dread of being thus denationalized and her people
degraded, is the great and probably sole nnpediment
to a good understanding with her.®

Despairing of any definite action on the treaty,
L.amar announced his intended departure for Costa
Rica so that he might present his credentials 1o
that government. Before leaving he presented some
claims on behalf of American ciuzens, a task which
had occupied much of his time since arrtving n
Managua. Then he was heartened by the receipt of
a letter from President Mora of Costa Rica critical
of the proposed French canal contract and empha-
sizing a willingness to hear the American view ol
the case. In the interim the Cass-Irisarn treaty,
modified in some of its basic features after re-
ceiving President Martinez’s signature was rejected
by Secretary of State Cass and returned to Nicaragua
for further action.%
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Arriving at San Jose, Costa Rica, in September,
1858, Lamar found a cordial reception. A banquet
was tendered in his honor by President Mora and
shortly thereafter the American diplomat appraised
the existing situation in a note to the State Depart-
ment. He alluded to the genuine desire of Costa
Rica to maintain friendly relations with the United
States but observed that, ““the fears of being over-
run by the fillibusters, were so great, that Costa
Rica would have thrown herself as a colony, into
the arms of any power that would protect her.”’6!
Also, L.amar gave it as his opinion that any pro-
posed union of Central American States along dem-
ocratic principles, a policy once advocated by the
United States, was illusory and wishful thinking
at best.

While Lamar occupied his time in routine duties
at San Jose, affairs came to a head concerning the
transit treaty in Nicaragua. Late in January, 1859,
a treaty was signed between Nicaragua and the
British Commissioner, William Gore Qusley, sanc-
tioning the use of British troops upon Nicaraguan
soil to repel filibustering expeditions if it became
necessary. When the Texan learned of this he re-
tnned quickly to Managua and was informed by
Sendor Pedro Zeledon, Nicaraguan Minister of For-
eign Relations, that since the United States had
failed to ratify the original Cass-Irisarri negotia-
tion, Nicaragua felt free to conclude an agreement
with England. A ray of hope was held out when
Zeledon indicated his willingness to negotiate the
same kind of treaty with the United States, if Lamar
felt that ratification could be accomplished in the
American Congress.52

The announcement that Nicaragua had turned
to British officials for support intensified criticisms
against Lamar from maritime interests in the
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United States anxious to see construction of an
inter-oceanic canal. Also abolitionist-inspired news-
papers, convinced that Southern filibustering activ-
ities were responsible for Nicaragua’s anti-American
posture, accused the American Minister, a South-
erner, of failing 10 adequately represent the interests
of his government. Some of the more strident of
these papers attacked Lamar personally and per-
haps the worst example of this type of journalism
appeared in the Washington States, February 8,

1859:

In the present critical condition of our Central Amer-
ican relations, moreover, it is little short of madness
to leave the large interests we have at stake there
in such incompetent and faithless hands. . . . That
under such circumstances the defence of American
honor and American interests against such odds
should be intrusted to a Minister habitually disabled
by habits of intoxication from any attention to public
business — so careless of his personal dignity as (o
be seen openly lying in a public warehouse, without
hat, coat, shoes or stockings — a subject of derision
to strangers, and of pity and shame to his country-
men, — and so careless of the trust confided to him
as to leave the most confidential papers of his mission
scattered upon the floor and open to all, is certainly
to be deplored.®

Although Lamar was advised by friends in
Washington that President Buchanan and Secretary
of State Cass had no fault to find with the con-
duct of his office, he grew increasingly discour-
aged with the lack of any specific accomplishment
and in March, 1859, notified the Nicaraguan gov-
ernment of his intention to return to the United
States. Upon learning of the treaty that Nicaragua
had signed with Great Britain, Secretary Cass wrote
to Lamar instructing him to demand his passports

1h1

and (:()l.l('.llld(' his mission, but acting before he was
In receipt of that communication, Lamar made one
Inml.mlcmpl to wring some degree of success out
of !l!s stay in Central America.5* Upon his own
yqlmon, he concluded the Lamar-Zeledon treaty of
friecndship, commerce, and navigation which gave
to the United States exactly the same riths‘an(l
p1‘1.v1l’(’ge's that Nicaragua had conferred upbn Great
Britain in the earlier convention. However, this
treaty also ultimately failed of ratification because
9[ Nicaraguan insistence that the United States
‘enforce its own neutrality laws” in suppressing
filibustering expeditions before they could be
launched from American ports.

Lamar’s last official act before leaving Managua
was to appear before the Nicaraguan Senate and
urge the rejection of the Belly Canal Contract. He
insisted that the effect of the negotiation was to
make Nicaragua a virtual protectorate of the French
and that Central American interests would be better
served by seeking the good offices and friendship
of the United States. Although the contract was
eventually ratified, work on the proposed canal
was never begun principally because of financial
dl”l(‘ull,losﬂand the unspoken reluctance of Nic-
araguan officials to incur the di atic hostihi
asuan ol o ur the diplomatic hostility

Weary of his duties and burdened with a sense
ol [failure, Lamar probably welcomed the State
Department’s decision to terminate his mission
Finances had prevented his family from joining.
him at Managua and he was most anxious to
return to Texas. In August, his successor, Alex-
ander Dimitry, arrived, and by September, 1859
1‘4amar was back in Washington. After meeting witl;
Secretary Cass and reporting on his experience in
person, he felt compelled, before departing for
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Texas, to sum up his view of what American policy
should be toward the emerging Central American
nations. Perhaps the frustrations attendant upon
his unsuccessful mission account for the harsh
tone of his comments:

.Central America can never advance without the aid
of the United States. If these Republics are left to
themselves they will inevitably become little more
than French and British coloniés. They are now sigh-
ing for that condition; and will soon sink into it,
if we permit them to do so — I am not seeking the
annexation of those States; but I do desire their good;
and above all 1 do not wish to see our jealous rivals,
engraft their institutions upon this country and rear
up in our very front a mighty bulwark of power
against us. — And this they are now seeking to do.
— If we would arrest the work, there is but one
way to do it, and that is to unfurl Monroe Banner
on the mountain at once and defy the foe to strike
it down if he can. — If we are afraid to do this,
then let us revert back 10 om Colonial condition,
and pay the Tea Tax without further complaint.®¢

While Lamar’s diplomatic assignment had
proven inconclusive, the added compensation as
Minister to Nicaragua and Costa Rica had enabled
him to bring his lnancial affairs under some de-
gree of control and management. Rejecting nvi-
tations to visit old friends in Macon and New
Orleans, Lamar was back in Richmond in carly
October, anxious to enjoy the ease and repose he
had earned and to spend time with his wife and
daughter. In this spirit he graciously relused to
permit public dinners in his honor tendered by
the cities of Houston, Galveston, and his own
home town of Richmond. Privately, he indicated
that he had no interest in returning to politics
or official life of any kind, and wished only lor
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leisure time to pursue his oft-postponed work on
Texas history.57

Appropriate to the season, preparations were
under way at Lamar’s residence for the celebration
of the Christmas season. Friends and relatives had
already arrived when early in the morning on Mon-
day, December 19, Lamar complained ol [eeling
unwell. A doctor was summoned and while he
proceeded with his examination, L.amar remarked:
“I feel very queerly, I believe I am going to die.”
A moment later he was stricken with a severe
heart attack and died instantly. According to the
medical understanding of the day, death was at-
tributed to both a ‘“heart ailment” and ‘“‘apo-
plexy.’’68

“A worthy man has fallen; let his name be
remembered by the people.”’® In this fashion did
the editor of the Houston Telegraph and Texas
Register lament the passing of Lamar. Another
prominent journalist sadly observed that, “few of
the men of ’36 survive, they are fast passing away,
and soon none will be left to tell the tale.”’70 In
fact, of the men of great consequence of the Revo-
lutionary era, only David G. Burnet, a life-long
friecnd and supporter, and Sam Houston, an im-
placable enemy, survaved Lamar.

Appraisals of Lamar’s life and contributions
appeared in many newspapers in Texas and
throughout the South. Without fail he was praised
for his battlefield heroism at San Jacinto and for
his adamant desire to submit Santa Anna to the
mercies ol a Texas court. Celebrated as the [ounder
ol the Texas educational system, he was also ex-
tolled for the passage of the 1839 Homestead Act,
a statute which was at the time unique in the
southern states. The expulsion of the Cherokees
from the now choice lands in East Texas was
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gencerally delended and charitable amends were made
for his financial errors and the disastrous Santa
Fe expedition. Finally, some speculated that at some
future time Lamar might be best remembered for
his poetry and contributions to the Southern lit-
crary movement.

It may have been that ol all the memorials
and tributes to Lamar, that written by the editor
of the Galveston Weekly News most nearly cap-
tured the essence of the man:

Would that we had the space o0 speak of his private
virtues. Like Brutus, the elements were kindly mixed
in him, and gentleness was his prevailing mood, but
the flash of his eye was terrible when his justice
was roused. He loved home, country, and friends, his
attachments were strong, and he clung to old friends,
to old scenes, and old recollections. The world who
did not know him, will not miss him, but the chosen
few who had confidence and knew him as he was,
will ask themsclves:
“When shall we look upon his like again.”’ "
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