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]:1851? Apr.? Lamar, Mirsbean Bnonaparte], 'Phuaqplphia,il{onn-
,sylvanuﬂ. to@aroisoo Lopes? lew Orleans, Louisianap ]

' Piladelfia.

My dear 3ir and friend:

Persecuted and outlawed [as you arg for your liberal
principles and patriotic love, I cannot bat feel some anxlety
for youwr safety and happiness. In tfuth. 1 am mach interested
in your welfare. J2erhaps you will think that it ie unbecoming
in me to interfere in the politiocal affaire of Duba, and even
more improper to interpose in your private affairs. lievertheless,
I sm resolved, at the rish of beins-oonmz;od impertinent, to
venture some observations & refleotions which have occurred to
me+0n contemplating the revolation which, it is aaidl is bound ¢
to oocur very soon in thet turbﬁlont Island. Pardon me if, my
geal, I express myself with too much boldness. Xour situation,
like that of your countryk is extremely oritioal, and every
consideration for the truth, for friendship %r homanity oblige
me to speak candidly and without dissimulating anything, I trust

"*c'ﬁzzshn&;yon will not take my frankness ill, and that my langusagey
atx;ohg though it may seem to you, will merit uou‘ indylgence
and find exoulpation in consideration of my sgnou'o desire to be
of service to yon and also to the noble cause to which you have
conseorated your@helf. I beg you, to remember that the good of
others, ‘;":gt my own interests, is the only motive whioh has
induced me to write this letter.

The liberation of Cuba from the heavy yoke of Spain is an

ander taking of great magnitude--one of the moat noble that &
petriot can undertake. What thing can be more sublime than break-

an d
ing the chains of despotisam § giving freedom and a good govern-

REPRODUCED FROM THE
HOLDINGS OF THE
A ZL o TEXAS STATE ARCHIVES



ment to half a million people? Bul such & work is not exempt
from great danger (for there are always dangers in revolutions)
and it cannot be effected without means proportionate and equiva-
lent to the greatness of the objeotive. In all attempts of
this nature two things are 1nuaponsablo to mm 8ucoens
first, money to defray the expense or war, and seoond, virtu
and example on the part of the inhabitants. Ouba does nmw
money, because there is abundant wealth in that Island--her re-
soarces are unlimited--but as regard'a the other regquisites--
to wit--the moral and intellectual quuitioa 8O mélispensdblo_ ¢o
success. I am not [:csortainj whether they exist there. On this
| point I bave some doubts. Vain would de her wealth if the Cubans
lacked the principles of evangelic morals and good sentiments of
honor &and patriotism. Without these good qualities nothing can
be done. |
The great udapoleon said, "the nation which wants to be free,
is free,"~-words full of meaning-~laconic anc clesr, and very
oharacteristic of the one who proffered them. However, I believe
it better to say that "the nation which determines to dbecome free,
sacoeeds, without doubt, because the mere deeire to attain
something and the fixed determination to obtain it at any ocost
are two distinot things.” “Give me the resdy hand rether than the
ready tongue.". Consequently, I bave adopted the unequalled maxim
that no nation can become enslaved that is determined to be free.
In order to be free, it suffioces that the nation be resolved
apon it. It is morally impossible by mere physical foroce to
held in slavery & people who are sufficiently enlightened to
anderstand their rights, and who have the strength to vindiocate
them. With the Will to be fres there will msver lack the means
of obtaining freedom. JMoral strength is always sui)erior to brute
strength. The bayonet 1s.bonnd to sacoumb to virtue, because
God is always on the side of the just and the downtrodden, and he
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never permits the tyrants of the world to oppress those whose
virtydes make them creditors to his goodness and protecotion.

That which enslaves man 1is stupidity and vice--not the force of
ams. It "10 easy %o break the chains of politiocal tyranny. Just
give & single blow md the bars will fall. It is not so with

the sdamantine ohains whiah ignoranocae, wiokodnau and superstition
throw‘ about the understanding and conscience of man. To shake
these a nation requires the experience of many ages dsdiocated

to the glow mcquisition of knowledge mntil it roeoﬁoe the stage
0f olucidation whioch is necessary for # free governmant.

There is no Boubt buf th&t the Cabans have & vehement

desire to be free, happy end independent, because this is nataral
for all men, but the qeestion is whether they are or are not
prepared andi ready for a revolution. I ask, "Do they in reality
have the qualities, already indicated, of heart and knowledge--

1 wish to Bgy-~-the undefstanding necessary for such & contest?

Hes the desire for a revolution become genorai among them? Are
there no divisions or dissentions among them? Will they work with
one accord, in good faith, and with courage and npirit?“ It is
very neocessary that these qaestions be answered. Liberty is not
cheap. It cannot be bought at a low price. 1Its prioce is huméan
life and millions of the pudblic troasury. The stones of the
Temple of Liberty must be cemonted with the blood of its friends.
¥ho shall pay this price? 4o the Cubans want to do it? Are they
capable of saorifioing everytliang, ovon.].ifo. if necessary, for
the fame and glory of their country? I bdelieve not, and I shall
soon tclll Jou on what I base my belief.

Zhe Cubans bave very powerful motives for starting a revolation.

There 1s no people on the faoe of the earth whose rights and liberties
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arlo as trampled upon &8s theirs. The government of cudba is, with-
ont doubt, the most oruel and despotic in ﬂxe world. The neture

of mn cannot invent a more 1n:tornal and diadbolio ayut.n. It 19
the height of all that is wicked and atrocious. Gee the {nhabi tants
groanug\xdor uor-oua and onoroua uuttono. soo the pudlio ‘
otnoiuu eivimn u lunttry. lolling in uoo. d:lveruon ,
lnd lunry at the expomo or the pudlic misery. Bee tho poor con-
verted into beasts of burdon and drivea at the will-of tho ralers.
3ee the grandaes and high personages vaolating the lawu uith
impunity, lording it ovor'th.ev lower clasases. 3ee 8lso n oclergy,
more ferocious than all the others, living off the crednlity and
ignorance of thé people, deluding the populasoce, deceiving the
anwery, and robbing all of the bread whioch they earn with such
diffioculty and b, the eweat of their brows. In order to preserve
ﬂ?;é;: wgoﬂgg{ui?gtzzdﬂnoe their dwmna with impanity,
behold them poreecutingaall liberal 1nvaet.tgat10ps)ann taking
vengeance on those who do not wish to admit their fiotitious stories
and false theories anl submit to their enormous atrocitiesl . am
not surprised, then, that the people of Cuba, tired of that 3tate
of affairs, should wish to establish (if they knew how to do 1it)

a ;Lov;:"l{boral. Just and jumane, and less oruel, despotic

and ssnguinary. I am only surprised that they hate dragged the
chains of tyramny foi- 80 long a tiio without ariaing‘i‘on masse’

and hambling in the dust their haughty oppressors. Why have they
not done it ere now? Why do they not leap now, like so many lions, on

their enemies, and avenge themselves of their injuries and wrongs
-which their country has safforek for more than three oenturiest

I will tell you why. It is because the Cubans lack one thing--

to wit--gpirit. They do not have that nobls disintereatedness, that
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loftiness of spirit and that manly courage which always thar'gt;toruos
real fatr;ots and without whioch no people can acoquire liberty nor
be worthy of it wither. Liberty if the gift of God to the valiant
and the virtuous. lio nation oan receive it without first meriting
it, nnd a tinid and apathetic people can never hope to obtain it, 1f
it believes war a worse ovil than slavery, and prefers to live
ignominiounsly to 4ying gloriously. The Cubans have not yet manifest-
ed any inclination to unsheathe the nvord)»md antil they make some
demonetration of this nature it is futile to try to help them and
to give freedom to them as we wonld give rewards to ihndron.

4 already know that you are persuaded to the contrary of all
this. You believe that the people of Cuba are like a magasine,
full of combustible elements, capable of dbeing set on fire with
the least little spark and of causing & great explosion.

?on are certain that a revolution is developing
ever ywvhero, and that if youn could land on the coant of Ouba at the

e ~ hosidrne A

head of $00 American Volunteors, the natives, inspired and animated
by such a demondtration in their favor, would gather about your
standard instantly and proclaim the independence of the country.
But as for me, 1 eannot see any r~ason for you to hardbor sauch an

RN o

opinion,. for what 1 consider 1 noompial

gosible is that so few

aold%era ocould produce such great resulta. It sometimes happens
2 f o |

that /Erys.ng;@ "Pog

me that if the appéaranoe and presance of five hundred men in arms

wato mach, nothing is proved. It seems to

{snd even these five hundred can not dbe organized in all of that
ieland) shonld be sufficient to start a revolution, what rational
dednotidn could be made from such & state of affaire except that the
fears of the people predominate over their oouruéo & patriotimm,
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and a8 a oconsequence, they do not want to become involved in war.

if this is not the case, if . 'ﬁ"'-'»" t right, why, then, did the

On'ban'q permit your ‘::m“ to pen;boouto you to &t}x%zg;tont of
foroing you to flee ¥ seok safety in the t+=ih? You hmve the
hono;r of being ﬁxo Zirst patriot who has openly and pnblioly
m“ to defend the freedom of your country. And how has your
patriotio seal been r.oompenaod?' Iour reyard has been exile, the
confiscation of yur proporty; and a high pr'ioo pat on your head
by the Government of Spain. If your oompatriots‘ | 11y possess
the virtues whioch you cono_sde to ssoribe to them, whyh;‘rs.a 12.3@:&@
they 41d not support yon when you took such a bdli':ai';'op m;—ravor
of théir rights? That was 8 very opportune ocoasion to begin the
war, hut instead of doing it and rushing to you defense, they
foraook you at the moment that you had great need of their assistance
~ and proteotion and left you to escape in the best way you could.

And now, #ir, permit me to ask you what motive or reason you have
t’ul:/oil.j.»vi.ng that the same people who abandoned you then wonld want
o support you now? Their weak conduot on that ooccasion should opén.‘

your eyes to the true state of affairs in that Island.
Believe me, my dear friand, you deceive yourself in this partionlar

if it were possible for you to take a sufficient foroe to Cuba
to liberate the country without compromising the safety of the inhab-
itants, or plaving their lives and fortunes in any danger, they would
in that oase, doubtless cover you with eulogies and honors. They
would greot you as & great ohgmpion of 1ibox-ty and as the bene-
factor of their oountry/ theyAwonld prilse you to the skies and
sing hosannas to you7 baut, on the omtz:ary. if yoa should land
$here with'a handful of foreign volunteers-~they would io weakw@mﬂ
insignificant to fight their Oppononta.[:nnd even oonnting. apon the
ooopo:/:tjon of the natives of the country, 1 am certain that yoar
rain & that of your valiant oompanions would be inevitable, be-
oause no ons would oome out to your assistance, nor even 1lift a
finger in defense of you or your cause. In the hour of danger
the terrified inhsbitants would seek their own safety, and deliver

you and your courageous army over to the government, and you, for-
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sal;an and degeived by the perfidy of puscil-animous friends,

would be hanged as 8 oriminal, and with you would porish the best
hopes of fho bountry. Hor wonld you even perish with the honor

of & n-*tyr. Condemned and ox‘ooutod as & traitof.’ yoa would
desoend to the grave without a single griend to enlogise you or
vindicate your fame, tormented in yoar last .no-onta; with the
bigter reflection that you have sacrififed you life for an ungrate-
fal ‘pmplo who are incapsble of eppreciating your v;rtuoa or of
evenging your death. Such is the destiny of all patriots who

have attempted to give liberty to & nation not prepared to receive
it. be who @erves an ignorant and weak people is rewarded with
bitter worrow and eternal shame.

Considering t:x: zuttar under disoassion in this light, I oannot
sivise my friends # compatriods to go with you to Caba until the
inhabitants have first proolaimed their independence. 4if the
Cobans wish the ameriocans to assiat them in a revolution, nothing
is necescary except for the War to beglin, and very soon the citisens

Utilef ST e
of the Y»—i« will be seen forming in battle array snd radiant with
Joy; btut in my opinion, it would be indisorset for them to go to
Uaba for the purpose of cormencing & revolution which the natives
do not themselves want to commence. The people of Ouba shonld re-
call the fable of Hercules and the wggon driver, who, finding .h‘i.m:-
self mired in & bog from w.ich it was difficult to esocape, boggod'
Heronles to help him, but that divinity emiled at the impertinent
petition and told the Ariver that before asking assistance of
someone else, he should firat try the efficacy of his own strength,
Agoordingly, the driver put his shoanldexr to the wheel of the cart,
and giving @ strong push forward, he, with the assistance of his
horses, pulled out the cart withont further diffioculty. 1f£f the

Cubans would do likewise, the result would be eimilar.
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I have not yet seen any indication of resistanee on the part
of the inhabitants of Cub&. Thers is no disturbance in tha country.
3how me the any signs of an eruption. I oan disocover none. On
the odntrary. the country is as tranquil and serens as a sky without
clouds. The bare mention of war--the siightest indiocation of a
revolution--18 enough to strike fear and horrow into every heart
in Such 2 way that all fiee from him who has the courage ?}ﬁr-
lessness to speak on sach dangerous subjeots.
What hopes, then, can .you plece in such a people? And Low
can you expect the Amrioans to fight for them when they will not
fight for themselves? As I have suaid before, once the fight is
' Ugeledd SLale e
begun, the Cubans will f£ind in the H+—8. Many loysl ¥ valiant
" friends who will give them any aid that they might require. Raise
the standard of independence in that island and thougands will
flook there. The Horth-Americans, having been born free &nd
independant, have no fear of tyrants, and, being very prosperous
ander their happy institutions, their generosity is equal to their
valor. Their help has never been asked in vain, and not withstanding
the many vissioitudes which they have suffered-in spite of the
numbrous and heavy penalties and work which they have experienced
in vindioating the rights of others, until now they have never
failed to assist all who have asked their aid, and in nearly élory
0886 in whioch they have fbn.eht in defense of the oppressed, their
toil and sufferings have been rewarded by ingratitude. They
follwwed Miranda to Vcnomolt)fhnd woere unfortunate; they acoompanied
Mina to dexico and were destroyed; they sailed with Mexia to ’
Tampico and were inhumanly shot. They fought with Canales,
8igl ano and others in the wcr of the Federation beyond the Rio
Grande, and in the end they were sold to the enemy; and now, 8ir,

in case they went with yon to Ouba and should find, on their
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arrival there, that the natives do not want war, what could

8ave them from other misfortunes similar to those which their

unfortunate predecessors experiencsd? How could they hope to

exoape oomplete destruction? These misfortunes 4id not proosed

from laok of any talent sud virtus on the part of the aforesaid

ommanders, beocause,with few exceptions, sll of them were wise,

Jost and onsgsotic men, but the only reason for the failure

of their enterprises wus the cowardice and contemptiblensss of

the people whom these brave adventurers went to liberate. The samg,

pcrhaph. might happen with you. Who knows? In trath, I am furlly

convinced that you will not find in Cubs the enthusiasm and cooper-

ation which you have imagined, and that you will find yourself

surrounded by obstaocles which it will be impossible to overcone.

You should not infer from what I bhave said that I am disposed

to underrate and defame the inhabitants of Caba. Juch a thought

is far from me. I do not wish to say that there are no elements

of 1iberty in that ocouniry. Oubs oan with reasson be proved of

having many wise, valiant and patriotic sons who know how to ep-

preoiete liberty and who are quick to die for it, but these are

few and thay osnnot start a revolution by themselves. I only wish

to say that the greater part of the population does not possess the

virtues negessary to dbtainvlndopendnnoe and establish a good

govermment. I grapt that they have all the virtme compatible with
\%‘ﬁﬂéispplitioaihfnd 8ocisl condition, but it is undeniadble that &

despotic oruel & corrupt government is not the most adequate to

the perfsot amd vigorous production of the moral and intellectual

qualities required for attaining and oconserving socisl liberty.

In truth, the charuoter of a people is formed by the instituations of

its country. There is no clearer and better founded truth. If
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the latter are libersl and intellignet, the former will be
valisnt and virtuous, and if, on the other hand, they are des-
potic, oruel anmd superstitious, the peoplk will necessarily be that
also. It camot happen eny other way, because the govermment and
the pesople exoroisse & reciprooal influence over one another,
and, oconsequently, they cannot fail to have the same oharsoter end
matore. One cennot be good and the other bad. The nators of
tyraany is to enervate- and destroy all thet is grsnd end sublime.
The aou&!‘.ﬁ"ﬁ_oooma debased, the mental fasulties of men are dulled
and he.is-reduced to a;"i'a‘fg-_,,:paohine or sutomation.. %The inhabi-
tants of Cuba are not'ﬁxem\p“t from these mournful oconsequences.
The influende of despotism on its character is clearly menifésted *
in the fust that while they consider themselves the most oppressed
people in the whole world, they nevertheless suffer thoir}
grievances more peacefnlly than any other people while cheerfully
kissing the hand of their oppressor. The truth is that they havi
besn bLurdened with heavy chains for sach & long time that habit
has became with them second nature. The custom of obeying,
inhorited from thelr ancestors, hus made & law 8o inexorable
that no ones dares to dbreek it. Their religion &lso inculoates
the principles of pasusive obedience without obJjection. It tnaches
them tnat they were born to he bBlaves, that they were destined
by i%r&to a state of servitude? an‘ that to suffer the yoks is not
only a politiocal obligation bunt also a religious duty, and con-
sequently, that any attempt on their part to destroy theirs
chains and better their conditione would be as much 8 rebellion
against God as agsinst those who tyrannize them. What & besuti-
fol ocondition for 11bor1';yl A similar state affeots not only
the Oubans hut lalso the inhabitants of all nations in which the

IV 2, N

Ohurch and ‘govt. unite in their attempt to deceive and barbarise

REPRODUCED FROM THE
HOLDINGS OF THE
LTI/ B TEXAS STATE ARCHIVES



10

2ex K
the people by dominating them # robbing them of their pleasures.

1 80 not blame the inhabitants of Quba as much as 1 pity
then. It i3 her fate. Superstition has blinded her reason,
olonded hear mini and deprived har of the faculty of seeing things
in their true light aml as they really sre. 3Servile through
custom and edudation, they 4o not know the first brinoiplos of
liberty, nor have they the least ideay of what constituteas a
good and liberal govermment. 7They believe that the lawful and
80le purpose of the govermment is to impose taxes, onri&h the
favoritea, and punish the poor, and with respect to rel:lsioh. hhey
believe that it oonsite im obeying the priests, in naintaining
them in leisure axﬂ'#luury. and in kissing the ground they walk on.
The esteem 83 the most precious of all privilegesj/:iving , Iree
rein to the physical pleasures coumon to brates, and if they are

allowsd pleasures of this kxind, they consider themselves contented

and happy,Wphpbilbass,

Lk o N

n¥es’  Inured to their hard

fortane, they sOefonly xnow that a betts¥ one oxists, and as the
nightingale Ylits and sings in its cage withont desiring freedon,
80 they dance to the sound of chains, without oraving any change
in their condition, or at "1aaat. without wishing to run eny risk
to better their fate. 3uch i8 not the character of the entire
popunlation. I have gald before that Cube does not lack illustrious
men whose wisdom, integrity and vualor do them ronor, and 1 duly
appraise them for their virtues; mevortheless, it 1s my opinion
that if the Cubans in masse were asked the question whether theme
should be established in Cuba a religiocus tolerance, granting to
euch person the right and faculty of worshiping his (Oreator es his
conscienos dictates, the majority of them would certainly reply
in the negative. And why? 8imply bescause the priests have made
thenm belleve that the religion whioh they profess is the only
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true religion, and that the toleration of any other would bhe &
orime sgalnst the Z2ope and against the Godhead--2 grime too
enormouna for their redemption. ©The political emenocipation ia N
longed £ y'man{443?t none wé t66::~:2ﬁ§:4t§. eocloiiyzfizziL
yoke whioh is not only the most intolerable of all Oppreaiona.ﬂor
nearly all the evile which affliot that anfortanate oountry.
Without the help of the ochurch, with its tendsnoy to asell the
people, [thus]leading them toward evil, the desperts of drain could
hever have oppressed and enslaved that beautiful island. The
alergy rob the people in the name of God, and the govermment with
the sword and with chaians. And which is worse? As much &3 the
Cudbons profess to hate their politiosl tyranta, it is very evident
that they adore their religious oppressors, and that they wonld

be horrified at the mere idea of dicputing their suthority and
resisting them in anything. Thoase who lick the foot that tramples
them cannot bozat of having very high i1deas of liberty.

And now, my friend, do you not see in these inconsistencies
or in similar irrationsl conduct on the part of your fellow-
citizens their total inaptitude for a free government, and the
impossibility of inciting them to the vindication of their
violated rights? The fuot that these &are tco blind to sees their
real situation, tied[@a they ere) 1ike tame oxen to ths cart of lhe
religious despot, "ie the best proof of their total incapacity to
create a revolution and gain their liberty by mesns of arms; " o

Would you, perchance, conpel them to be free, whe ther they want
to bs free or not? 7This 18 impossible alao. Wheres light is lacking,
force 1a vain. You ocennot 4o good to those who 40 not vent to re-
ceive it, nor is it possible for liberty to be conferred upon a
nation whose population lqoks the spirit and courage to strike the
first ¥low for it. I repeat that I have not the slightest hope
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that the psople of Cuba will sapport anc} sustain you in your

undertaking and labor, t bettsr their condition and promote
their happiness, and it is to be feared that yon will leann, when
1t i‘s‘-too late, that you have undertaken s task that camnot be
acoompliphed except by time and intelleotual devedopment. It is -
to be hoped that Zinally truth will f?uquuh this cloud, and
that the isy is not distent in which the inhabitants of Onba
will oome to reason and glimpse the truth.

I 40 not want yon to believe that ]I am destitute of sympathy

end f¥iendship for the Qubans. On the contrary. There is no one

more prompt and disposed than I to do anything that is lawful
and within the limits of possibility to promote their well
being, and when they wish to have their indspmdence proolo\‘gnd
and unsheath the sword in defenme of their rifx}f. I . shall be
ready at the first notice to draw mine azleo, £ I hope to find my-
86l1f smong the first on the battlefield. lHevertheless, I believe,
a3 1 have indioated, that unless they do something for themselves
by .taklng some mesgsures for their own allevistion, &ll of your
efforta in favor of thun would be futile, 1if not worse than
futile. Where ignoranoce thrives there can de no liberty, nor ean
it live for very long even wheres there 18 enlightenment without the
help of virtus. The life of liberty is in wisdom, purity of habits,
conrage, and the union of the people. These are its soul and sup-
rort. Does this beautiful state of affsirs exist in that down-
trodden island? Without the least doubt I replyho*. Well, sir,
on what :_f—gundation are your hopes for & happy outcome of your
aolioitqfi and your untiring lsbors based? 1 do not wish to
blame you for them. Ny purpose is none other than to oconvince

. you that you are not taking the beat route to accomplish your

noble end.
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In the majority of cases, and, acoording to the ordinary
\ conrse or annta. nationa sitn&ted like Ouba will have to do

many)nu.ma botarohana a.nd proparatory to tho reception of nborty.

R ot I

f_orus sre requisite to its scquisition, md in all of them
thqro“”‘ii "ﬂnm ss d1ffioult to effect a3 that Which oonoeras reli-
gion. 'zhu 10 aﬂu 1n¢uaponubl\nqund. Before & people,
a-suoa ’by eaperannon and hambled by tyrsuny oan shake the yoke
o! thur Opproesora and ostabluh thonulvon &8s & froe and inde-
pondon.t nation. it 1111 havo to abjure all preocounpations, renounce
auL 1n-ational pretentions, and follow the example of the most
htightuod nations, studying their institutions, adopting those
vmiph are good and disoarding those which are not. In & word,
4’! Iy hOpoa to obtain its freedom and support a form of govermment
/ &maiatont with the enlightemment of tho—;—%n%ﬁuod '
._{ﬁn;-o;:o, it is necessary that it acquire beforehand some of the

e -

,‘f virtuoa of those nations and place 1itself on & level with their

loarnixg anﬂ. customs. This oa.nnot be dons all at once, bus

i —

,;’1 grailually--it bas to be the work of time. The eradiocation of
\ any kind of error is always a ditficult task, .bat it is &oably
/ \ 80 when that error is stamped on the heart, considered a dauty,

' and hallowed by time. The habits of a people, their ocustoms, modes
of thinking, their supersituions and all the ills of a perniciouns
odnoation oannot be chagged and corrected in an instant as though by
magioc. They have to be eradicated slowly and graduslly, and sane
and healthful reforms in all’ dspartwents, in the government as
well as in the charch, have to be introdnood/ aj.moat imperceptidbly.
411l who for that reason wish to liberate their enslaved oonnizry.
shonld look first to the betterment of their sooial and moral condi-
tion, enlightening the mind of the people with nsw knowledges snd
| instilling in their hearts the etearnal prinociples of truth, justice
and urbanity. |
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P And should the Cubans continne in their present oppressed
condi tion until the day that they arrive at that stale of oiviliza-
tion and political instruction whioh so eminently fits the liorth
4periocans for a republican government§. They will never obtain
that bonof:lt while tyranny prevails in that oountry.
“ Bow ca they nnd.u-tah an illuptrious oarz_nr while the govern-
ment snd the olergy oppose svorything that tends to this end and
geverely punish thoss wvho dare tv undertake the thorny task of
making the pesople racognise their rights? 1Is there no éther |
means of ocbtaining liberty and indepsndence than by this slow and i
even imposaible system of advanoomonf of learning? I reply that
thers 18, and that means 1s the amnexation of Cuba to the Ameri can
Union. This measure would put a speedy termination to all her ills,
and-‘the Cubans can at once commenoce & oar’or of glory and happinoas.

1 present these two propositions, which I consider troe, - - - \f‘
without the least doubt. rirst that the Cubans are not even prc- |
pared for a revolution; and, ﬁ!eoond that, auppoung that they ;
could shako off the yoke of Spain, they do not yet .avo nnffiolgnt ’
experience to support themselves as a free and independent nationv
Bvery attempt. that is conducive to this end would be futile. 'Hor]
fate would be like that of Mexico, and perhaps worse beceuse of '
her gresater weakness. Let as turn onur attention to that ruined
republio. What & melancholy idea of poor nature--deplorable humen
condition of that nation! Mexico broke the burs of her ultrgu&rino
tyrasnts, bat she could not strike a single death blow to the.re-
ligious despotism which for so many centuries has held the humen
intelleot bound by the chains of ignorande &nd superstition. She
cttﬁinnd her politiocal 1naopendenoe,‘bux she d4id not insure her
mental liberty, and for laok of thie, she has not been &ble to-

make any perceptible advance in her dondition. She has done no
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more than change one colass of oppressors for ammother--she has
exchanged the repose of despotism for the turhulence and marder of
anerchy. Xor thirty years she has been a repoblio, and whati has
been her hiatory doring ﬁn period? Rspine, desolation and blood.
Instead of having been jlaoed on & par with other sivilised
nations from the beginning, she is still in her oradle launching -
d1sturbances of oivil tunnlt; and until now sanguinary oonflicts
of a moast ferodions oharacter are all thati have been seon in the
country, converting the moat?qooioua countries of the world

into a horrible pandemoniam. WO ‘ses that unfortunate nation divided
into sanguinary factions, fighting one against the other, not for
the sadred rights of man, but for the corrupt exaltatidn of ambi-
tious aspirants, soeking their glory and sggrandixement at &ny
price, even al the cost of ruining their country. And what is the
casuse of so many evils? The fault of religious liberty. The coun-
try hes not been ablo Vi anancipate itself from the adamantine
ochaina of & corrupt ahﬂtyrannioal oclergy whose device is "open and
eternal warfare against the liberty of the people--entire proteo-
tiOn of wrong-doing and ignoranoe". This has suspended and im-
peded the progress of underetanding, has restrained free investigation,
has inoreused and patronised the dsprivation of the public morals,
has kept the mation in a state of turpitude and superstition, and
has made the inhabitants the hc(;rrible victins of their oppressors.
What is there then that can prevent the On#)ans from falling into
the same error? What will they win by sutting the oable whioch ties
them to the throne of dpain, 1if thez\%ll'w Joined to the
triumphal Car of the King of Rome? Rven if they could shake the
yoke of the politiocal tyrants, they would still have fixed in their
hearts their ancisnt superatition and intolersnce, amd they wounld
continue being the nioerablo slavoes of the cioru. who wonld not
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fail to keep them in the same degraded condition of the people of
loiioo. for like dauses should produce lilzz resalts. i‘he na ture

of things cannot be changed b} dooreesd;«oonatniuone; time and
enlightenment is nesded for that. *

To these considerations naturally ocours the gueation o

what shall bevoms of the people of Cuba? 8hall they remain esernal-
ly in such & miserabls ocondition without making the lesast effort

to dqﬁmv,tho ohains of tyrenny? It is to be hoped not. I have
already indicated the only &nd true remedy of their 1118--to wit--
their annexation to the United dtates, & measure not only attaina-
ble, but one that can be offected without diffioll ’__g;&;- delay,

not in a filibustering way, because I have already a;id that the
Cuban people w fé:%é%d for thkt, bat rather by th§ 1hcer-
vention of the.-Bw—#. government. ifou tell ne thut the present
administration is opposed to the independence and snnexation of Cubap
I do not deny it, but thut does not matter. The people ure more
.powerful end ommipotent than the cabinet at Washington. I shoanld
sdvise you, for that reason, to appeal to those ssme people, be-
ocause 1 believe that thers exists & generul tendency on the pert

of the Ameriocan psople to vake this matter into their own hands,

and all that is necessary to létimalato them to immediate &gtion

is to present the guestion clearly to their sight. This can

easily be done by means of the press and by public discussion.

The deys of the presant administration &are numbered, and I do not doabt
that at the expiration of its term, the people, from one end of the
uanion to the other, will make the clamor for the annexation of Cuba
resound as they did for that of Texas. My advioce, thor.otore, re-
dnces itself to the establishwent of news papers in Washington &nd
in various othsr parts of the Union, especially im the Sonth, for

the purpose of pressanting the question botoro. the nation and

. \
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A

stimulating the people to think and take action upon it. In that
way I am of the opinion that it can i1dentify itself with the ooming
presidential elsotion, and the oandidate who manifests temdenoies
toward the popular willp eleoted with the same ease with whioh
Mr. Polk was eleoted when the question of Texas was raised as

an eqnivalent in his election. The annexation of Cuda is a
measure of great importance and should be postponed for a longer |
time. A8 & measure of self defense, the United 8tates shonld
possess the imland, either by foroe of l;y treaty (R 288), 1t

should teke g‘oeeossion of that island whether by means of purchase
or by force, and those who wish to facilitate the acoomplishment

of this measure, oamnot do 80 in a more effiolent way than by '
agitating the question thru the public press, [thus)instigating

the people to take part in the question. !hia‘ would be the course
which I ainonm pursue, 8nd the one which I should advise be ocarried
out as the moast convenient in the matter. '

I wish it to be underdtood that I am not attempting, by this
letter, to dishearten you in yoar noble enterprise of freeing your
country from the claws of despotiem. I would feel it deeply if
what I have s8id should make you sbandon the cause, or shonld have
the effeot of dampening your ardor or of decreasing your arfa;ﬁlu
Ho great and good objeot oan be effeoted without enthusiasm,
strength, and perseverance, three virtues (no less rare than
precious) which you possess in an eminent degree and which I have
no desire to weaksn or quench in your heart. It would be good for
Cuba 1f the majority of her inhabitants possessed these virtues.

I have no other motive in writing you this letter than to persuade
you not to work precipitately and fall into errors from which yomn
cannot esocape. We shonld be'ouoful not to take too rapid strides.
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The efforts of patriots, in order to assurs Rappy results, should
be guided amd directed by prudence as well as by valoxr. Palstaff
believed that dimoretion is the greater part of valor, but withoat
going as far as this famous gentleman in my appreciation of this
‘quality, I will yet forbear running to the other extreme and
_saying, a8 the ooursgeous General Lee says, that all prudence
| is nothing more than abject virtue. ZThe union of these two
qualities {prudence and valor) mske the real hero. A heroism
that is gigantic and not guided by the times nor by cirocumstances,
exposes him who possesses it to the imputation of Quixotism, and
many times it 18 the reason that many reformers do not realise

the good which has been proposed by them, and they have been con-
demned to see the failure of their projeots. In truth, my friend,
yoar plan to invade Cuba with a small party of “Anericans--a -
handful of men who 40 not know the la.nguase and u;{:;)re the oustona

of the country, has much the appearance of running after a chimera,
and I am almost oertain that you osnnot do anything worthy of your
character, or whioh would contribute to the most noble end to

which you have conseorated yourself.

'In conoluston, I will repeat what I said in the beginning,

Jhat is, that you must pardon me for the frankness with which I

have expressed nmyself, and also for having'oooupied so mach of ionr
time and attention with a letter of suoh great length. I have
extended my obsorvations beyond what I had planned in the beginning, ‘
and, doubtless the reading of this letter has caused you more troable "

than the writing has cost me, and that has been no little because of
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my limited knowledge of the Spanieh 1angqaso- It1 pavo not
attained the eand whioh I prOposod I bave done at least as much
as I was ablo. and I hope sincerely that my good. intentions w111:
make me merit the mdulgenoo o! hin for whom 1 feel sincere |
trnmuhip snd high eateen.
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