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SPEECIH

HON. J. R. GIDDINGS, OF OHIO,

)]

" CUBAN ANNEXATION. . ..~

DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER I4, 1852,

The House being in Conmunitice of the Whole, and the motion
to refer the Annual Message of the President to the several
Commiitices under discussion, Mr. GIDDINGS rose and said:

Mr. CIIAIRMAN:

I have risen with no intention to participate in this discussion of
tho tariff. I abstain from it, for the reason that it has been dis-
cussed for moro than thirty yecars, by tho ablest men in tho na-
tion, and no new theory or thoughts are likely to be elicited at this
time. I abstain from 1t, for the reagon that there i3 now no party
which avows the protective policy. I also abstain from its discus-
sion for tho rcason that tho ablest ndvocates of protection have,
ginco the late Presidential clection, declared that policy to be
dead — that it how sleeps with its great advocate, Henry Clay.

Why, sir, during the recent campaign, & Whig missionary, for- -

merly o member of this body, was sent from New York city to
Olio, to inform us that unless tho tariff were increased, the coun-
try would be ruined; and here, sir, on the second day of the ses-
sion, his Whig successor, clected with tho aid of his voto and
influence, moved a resolution to redwce the tariff.  Now, it is quito
evident, that whether it be increased or diminished, the Whigs of
New York are to enjoy the victory, for they are on both sides of the
question. But I think there is an intention, on the part of the
majority of the House, to do ncither, and thereby disappoint both
factions of the New York Whigs. [Laughter.]

Its discussion at this time is unseasonable and out of place.
The short session will not afford sufficient opportunity to mature
& retidjustment of the duties on imports; and, sir, we are all con-
scious that the responsibility rests upon the majority of this body,
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who are evidently disinelined to enter upon it at present.  Our
country was never more prosperous; and never did the people feel
less desivous of a chango of tariff than at this time.  That indif-
ference was very apparent during the late political campaign. If
onr most popular spenkers aticinpted to dizeuss this subject, theiv
meclings would ¢ grow small by degrees, and heautifully less.”
So, too, during the three days this body has been occupied by it.
Members would not listen to the cloquent speeches presented by
their colleagues; and most of that time, our hall has been nearly
deserted.

The discussion has become ‘¢ flat, stale, and unprofitable.” And
whatever mny feclings may he, I cannot disguise the fact, that the
popular tendency in England, throughout lurope, and in this
country, is toward free trade. Experience is the only test which
can be applied to these theories. The truth of this remark is ex-
emplificd in the operation of tho present tarifl. At the time of its
adoption, we were told that it would not producc revenue sufflicient
to carry on the Government. Yet, although our expenditures
were nearly doubled by the Mexican war, we have now more reve-
nue than sufficient to meet all demands upon our Treasury. These
facts should teach us to be less tenacious of our theories, and
more willing to be guided by experience.

We aro all conscious that but one great interest in these United
States iz now protected by a prohibitory tariff, that is, the slave-
breeding interest of Virginia and the other Northern slave States.
We protect the slave-grower by visiting the penalty of death
upon thosc who imnport slaves, to the iujury of our own citizens,
who rear boys and girls for the market.  These facts stand prom-
inent uwpon the history of our times.  We have scenred to the
slave-dealers of this nation a monopoly of the erime of buying and
selling human flesh.

Now, sir, with all kindness, T will say to those advoeates for
protection to Noerthern labor, that while they make mevchandise of
the Sonthern laborer, of his wile and clildren, it will be in vain
for them to profess humaue sympathy for the free and independent
laborers of the North.  While yon profess an anxions solicitude
for the pecuniary iuterest of the laborer in the cotton milly and
at the swme time make merchandise of the houe and sinews, the
blood and muscle of him who cullivates the raw material, the
people will pronounce you hypocrites.

I this morning read in one of our papers an accenut of a slave
wother, liaving four children, whom she fenderly loved.  Iler soul
yearned for their happiness ; but her master contracted to deliver
them to a slave-dealer.  She vaiuly implored him to desist from
his purpose.  Ie persisted; and as she saw her offipring aboul
to be torn from her cmbrace, she [ell nnable to weet such separ-
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ation, and, in order to save her loved ones 1frtcl)m the ls:ﬂ;?:;:c%ﬁ?ﬁ;
de iol i - law ig m, sh
eradation to which your laws consigned them, :
3(::;1'ivcd them of life. A few days a{tgrwutlzds, stl_\(; e\:ﬂiﬁ!;ggs:nf
i ; r thi ifestation of h ,
onsigned to the gallows, for this manifes . b
ﬁ.mll ﬁm whole I‘:mﬁl yof five persons wero placed bey ond the fur
or eruclly of your laws. ) R
ulbI:Tow Sil.)‘(, wlglc we continue in force laws which mﬂtllct ::‘(:11;
Suﬂ'cl‘in’ns upon one portion of our fcllmv:mortz_lls, and atf 1¢ ame
time p;"ofcss an anxicty for the pecumary interest 0 ’.ano her
portion, will not all candid men charge us with bypocrisy

falschood ?

Mr. Jounson, of Tennessce, said if he u!ndcrstood the gcntkt}-
man from Ohio, he was in favor of removing the pr‘otcctl.(t)‘;lt 'oﬁ
slave labor, by repealing the law which prohibits the importati
of slaves.

Mr. Grppinas — The gentleman is mistaken ; 1t \yasl th;a pr(())—f
tection of the slave-grower to which I Feferred. I('i is ;uz Ia\(v;on_
Congress, which authorises the domestic slave tra ciz tha con-
demn. That traffic is far more barbarous than the orelﬁn 8 e
trade, which we very properly characterize as piracy, an {Pup sl
with death.  Dealing in human flesh is, in & moral lmiilt Oﬂe:: lt,(:n i
a naked, undisguised piracy; it 1s 80 1'cgm:dcd l;;y a 'rcAf\-ic '3
men ; and those who traffic in human flegh, either here Nm-.—'{ﬂ;];
or clsewhere, and all who advisc, aid, counsel, or enggug%%g suc h
traflic, arc guilty, and deserve death upon the ggtllows. o 1¢ ilz_an
mer in which wo aid and encourage this crime 1s Immaterial. : 1“?
Jend that encouragement by passing Jaws to protect tllebglavq—t.ezj er,
or by Jending our influence o retaim such laws in force, we arc as

guilty as he who actually buys and sclls the vietims of this traflic,

and we, sir, deserve death as much as he does. I would not hang the

i i - 3 ‘chages men_and ,\von;cn
ignorant sailor_who_gocs (o A.'.:L‘%%,l‘.!lﬂl ,1)!;_xﬁ._~,s. 3 nenpnd women
there, and spare the meinher of Congress who cxerts Ins miliy e
to continue the same _erimes lere. IIad T the power to punish
‘these crimes, 1 would inflict the same penalty upon cvery »ma_il
who deals in luman flesh, or who authorizes or encourages such
traflic, *

T obscrved that the Tenorable gcntlc'm:m from_Pcnnsylva;lm
[Mr. Joxus] took occasion, while discussing the tariff, to snth- nt.
ihe Democracy of his State were in fzw?r of the .Fug!\twlc aw ;
Dut it is somewhat remarkable that_the President, in lis Message,
malkes no mention of that Law. It is gaid, that (lm-n'lg the }ust
three months, more fugitives have fo)und‘ their waf,' to Canada t laor;_
cver previously emigrated to that P'rovince in the same sp?c:: of
thme. They went singly, in pars, i companies of fw?,‘ (?”]c i
and gowctimes Lweuly or more travelled together.  Scaregly
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slave-catcher interposcd to prevent this tide of emigration: and
those who made attempts to stop them were unsuecesslul. 'i‘l
clnigrants were armed and ready for the combat, The lzltuvhcls
::‘t] zﬂ,t:()ﬁ:?sg:f::fu '{:;ll\:",( and Xid:;:ul(;(] th(;sc who enacted and who
aul 0 ils ¢ anee, 4 the President i ; ‘olive fi
oflice, he witnesses the conlempt into whicl:Lt'I?i:b‘l’:il; Lié:\:;nlnltlé 12“"'
sure, has fallen; yet he fails in his last Annua] Messa ¢ to not?gt;
thgse f:l.cts., nor docs he make even an effort to modify tghc opular
odium which has pronounced those Compromise mcasurcé cp /_m
mous. Il sces the country rapidly se arating into two Dn.rl:i::éxi

the supporters of slavery and the ad iberty.  ITe must

) ; vocates of
be conscious” that these partics w31 sogn swallow up all other or
ganizations. The free slave ;lgc.mocmccyl mli
soon characterize our political distinctions, and the Dcmoc;-‘:tfi
principle of man’s natural right to lecrty.-\,vill be vindicated ¢ (l:
sustained ; yet he remaius silent on the subject. -
. And here T wish to say to the friends of liberty, that our cause
is mlvnncm.g rapidly, and with firmer and suror p;wc than at an
former period. The old political organizations have lost til 4
moral power. The election of the great Western statesm i
Thomas IT. Benton, in opposition to hoth the Whig and De o,
cratic parties, shows the tendency of men to think and 'voLO '“t'»ll.ltﬂ-
ably to the dictates of their own judgment, and not accordir, Lf(;
cancus dictation or party rule. Ie, sir, was unconnceted \vithgnll
parties.  1le was the exponent of his own views: the eople a
p'rovcd his scntiments, and, sctting party dictation af déﬁnnclé-
]tloy elected him.  Nor was the eloction of the distinguished phi.
authropiat from New York, Gerrit Smith, less a triumph of ind
lpcm]enl, political thought and aetion. These distingniﬂlru-d "vn‘ng_
nen wer ] iti i “was clected
upon‘;.iscoa.or?l’n[(:glt‘;:;l;‘\\uth no political parties, but each was olected
I have not time to speak of the clection to thi

Free Dcmoc‘rn-tic members, and of Whig and ])cluoc?':llt)g!.l};lc(:gl)g;'z
clected by aid of the Iree Democracy.” Nor are these elections,
triumpliant as they are, even an indication of the cxtent of our
progress. - Qur principles are cherished by hundreds of thonsands
of the other partics, Who have hieretofore heen unable to se ;';nt;:
themselves from their leng-cherished political orgnnizntionlsl but
who now say they have acted with them for the last time.

_ Aguin, sir, we have cnlisted the literati of ouy country on the
side of truth, liberty, and Justice.  To my fuir country\);omcn I
(\)vrot{x‘l]d Zuy, tllmt a ]:u}y, ]with her pen, has done more for the cause

‘ccdom, during the la ar H avi 0
Dolitician ot un ,imd. ,st year, than any savant, statesman, or

. ol L That inimitable work, “UxcLr Ton’s
ABIN,” 18 mow carrying trnth o the winds of millions, who, to

this time, hiave been deal (o the eries of the down-trodden. It is
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arousing the sensibilitics of this country and of Europe. It gocs
where no other anti-slavery work ever found its way, and quictly
carrics conviction to the hcarts of its readers. It has been dra-
matized, and Doth in this country and in Europe, the play-going
public listen with intengo interest Lo the wrongs, tho revelting
crimes, of slavery. I'hus, the theatre, that ¢ schiool of vice,” hag
been subsidized to the promulgation of truth, and the hearts of
thousands have heen reached, who were approachable in ne eother
way.

The clergy of the North are awakening to duty, to the calls of
humanity. No longer are we called to listen to ¢ lower law ”
sermons, nor are the feelingg of onr Christian communitics shocked
by reading discourses from Doctors of Divinity, intended to sanc-
tify and cncouxago the most transcendent erimes which ever dis-
graced mankind.  Churches and ecclesiastical bodics are beginning
to move in bchalf of truth, of Christian principles. They are
purifying themselves from those who deal in God’s image; they
are withdrawing church fellowship from those pirates who deserve

. the gallows and halter, rather than a seat at the communion fable

of Clristian_churches.
TTiave glanced al tliese facts in answer to those who have svokcn
before me, and for tho encouragement of our friends, in order to
assure them, that while Whigs and Demoerats in this Ilall are
discussing the propricty of protecting ‘ cotlon cloth » and * cut
nails,” the advocates of frcedom have not forgotten the duty of
protecting the rights of our common humanity.

But, Mr. Chairman, my principal object, in rising, was to call
the attention of this body, and of the country, to the first in the
series of resolitions presented by the honorable Chairman of the
Comuittee of Ways and Means [ Mr. Ilouston]. It refers to our
“forcign relations.” 'The position we hold towards the Govern-
ments of Spain, Great Britain and France, is unusually important
at this time. The recent publication of the correspondence be-
tween our Joxccutive and the Spanish Ministry has excited a deep
and pervading interest throughout the country.

And, siv, I here take pleasure in vindicating the President
agaiust the assaults made upon him, by some presses of the South,
for publishing this correspondence.  With its publication he had
no concern whatever.  We, sir, by resolution, called for the corre-
gpondence.  As the Representatives of the sovercign people, we
had a right to it. 1Ic had no right to withhold it. As hc was
bound by his oath and by the Constitutiox, he sent it to us. T
ordered it printed.  The people had a right to sce and understand

what their servants were doing on this, as well as on all other

subjeels.
Phis corregpondence is highly important.

It shiows to the count-
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}lla); '(1:1;(01 :g lthc ci\'ilti_zcd lworlld, that for thirty years, the Executive
rtcd our national influence to maintain slavery in C i
National q . 4 uba
(I)}'Sgtr dtlg,: the 113‘st1.tut1013 may be rendered more s);cure in ,t}llr(:
tllol\(v}lmklcn(fﬁi; oﬂl}lu.? policy sltn.nds out in bold relief; it pervades
| "CSHOTI eneey wnd was also incorporated into thoe ; -
itll;ixlgfllogsthof qurtUommlssioucrs to the Conllgrcss ofI ‘i’zu::ulnl':
gh those in i i ication
ab bgforc o5 structions are not embraced in the communication
olli?tl-l Wllug and Democratic Administrations have adopted this
{’hi y; and although I }mvc but little time to read extracts from
" s coSrrespondence, I will give one from the letter of Mr. Web-
toeg, eécrctaliy of State, marked “ Private and Confidential,”
authl:)r' oi{lsu at Havana, _da,ted January 14, 1843, in which tile
the. Bi- i tli: 1;31‘;{ i’;qs{epotrte(l_dlpten}i;lions of British Abolitionists and
X 8y to a1d in the abolition of slavery. and i
establishment of an indeperdent Government in Cuba:i’ Hel:a;:l?

I this schemo should suceeed i
L s ] 1 the influence of Dritain i i
‘&1}1:1 rgﬁx(zluel;;gi Lv‘llltlldbedutxlllnnitcé(ll., With six hundrz\lc; t::gligu;}gsb(}ggl::eiz
. ) ; red thousand in her West i will (i
18 8aid) strike a blow at the existence of slavery z'nB thiu%:itgslu:;gfc’ss’h’e i

These, sir, are the word

ese, s of & man who opposed all cxpression

1\?:’13';}51(1)85 t(;ggg;:gggg,sg({' tsoynﬁ)z}tlgy with oppressed Hungai'y; who
d 10 o T . "

Go‘w{;smn}ents 7 Pposed libert_lyn!el vention with the affairs of other

¢, sir, hold our own institutions b i i

) y the right of revolutio
s‘}ll(l)lccllle dhft ts}?e siofiverilﬁy tc;).rll)demnti:d. He nppeagrs to have ble;\’.
a ca that hberty should be cnjoyed in Cub
gi\.rotvlv;zdllﬁlrp‘zzllf Swﬂlmg to prostitute the nnva.l']ugld militm};r ;0:2(11'
el whi:: ° tates to uphold a system of oppression in that
viols o consigns to premature graves one-tenth part of its
rholo 8 aYc population anmially—a system by which cighty thou-
b:u.bl“.\iltuu‘.mlv;cl.nn.ﬂ are s:!.lt} Lo be sacriliced every year to Sp'mish
el‘lﬂa,lﬂedyi]‘:“e(u‘i J;;l]}sln (illll)ldlty. Sir, at this moment, the Senate are
gag Sing the statesman who has himgelf o hi
;ﬁontl:)n{)‘?{]sti ft,o Berpetuatc his own disgrace. They, sir, arcr:::(tlitflm:(}:llf
chgract;} ! i ]}:icl‘lcntor:;]itmheoé history ; t(()l cover up those stains upon his
an crase, and no effort of friends e i

They cah never separate his memory from the great errZ?sp(;lfn}?i;

(sdi(l);l;ls:)i?nﬁm(t:lmlfc‘rcd, that posterity may avoid their erimes, and
bk v (':h el moral and political worth, Yet, sir, we were
o igf : @ recent canvass, that unless we voted for the Whig
o wmilcl bg% pern’uttod the Democratic candidate to e elected
tho Ul .mnc.\(id, :n.u]. slavery extended and strengthenced in

tted Btates.  Plausibility was given to this argument by a

T

certain distinguished Senator from the West, who travelled some-
what cxtensively, making speeches in favor of Cuban anncxation
and fillibustering expeditions to that island. I desire to say, very
distinctly, that, in my opinion, that gentleman ¢ ran before he
was sent.”’  1le nppeared anxious to obtain Southern favor, by
making himselt’ the advocate of what ho deemed Southern mea-
sures. I think, if he had waited a fow months, and consulted the
sober, refleeting statesmen of the South, they would have told him
to remain quict. But he hastencd to acquire Southern favor,
and, like some who have gone before him,?]e will find hereafter
that he has run his bark upon the same rock on which so many
Northern statesmen have made shipwreck of their political hopes.
Other Democratic candidates of the North have pursued the same
policy, and some Whigs have striven to keep pace in this race of
servility. Among others, I notice a Whig paper in New York,
of somewhat extensive circulation, avowing the policy of annexing
Cuba. Others have taunted the Free Democracy with having lent
our influence to that policy, by refusing to vote for the Whig can-
didate.

Now, sir, I would say to them, that the Free Democracy is not
altogether composed of boys and unfledged politicians ; nor is it
guided by men destituto of experience and forcthought. We, sir,
look not to the other parties for guidance; we do our own think-
ing and our own voting. We have our own views upon this
question, as well as on all others.

Gentlemen of the Democratic party, who have spoken here, have
alluded directly to this policy, but have carefully withheld all ex-
pression of their own/ views, or the views of their party, in refer-
ence toit. I had hoped to hear from gentlemen the designs of the
incoming President. At least, I hoped to hear what they them-
selves think of this policy. Are they, individually, in favor of it
or againgt it? No one has presumed to avow his own thoughts.
Now, [ would say to those members, You were sent here to repre-
sent the people.  Frauklin Pierce was clected to carry out and
execute the laws which we enact — not to represent the voice of
the people in cnacting laws. God has given to you the powers of
thought and reflection. 1Io has given to you judgment and con-
science. It is your duty to cxcrcise those judgments and obey
your own conscicuces — not to wait for General Pierce to tell you
how 1o act and what to do, nor to obtain instructions on these
subjects from the incoming President, or from the members of his
Cabinet. If you do this, you are not representatives of the
people, but of General Pierce, who will take care to represent
himself. If you do this, you will not deserve the name of free-
aen.  No, gentlemen, you and I were commissioned 1o avow the
popular will of the nation; and God forbid that we ghould wait to
receive instructions from any other human being !
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But, ag T have remarked, no Democrat has _yet intimated the
policy of tho incoming Adininigtration in regard to Cuba; and as
the country is desirous of understanding what that policy will be,
I will voluntcer to spenk for the President clect. [Laughter.]
As my colleagne in tho Scnate yesterday remarked, ¢“T am o
Demacrat, by the graco of God, free and qudependent ;7 and ag
X haye no doubt as to the policy of General Licrce, I will give my
opinion as to his conrsc on this subject. TIf he bo the man — the
statesman — that I take him to be, he will neither say nor do any
thing about it. 1lo will leave it in silence. 1o will not follow
the example of onc of his predccessors, who, in his Inaugural
Address, declarcd our title to the whole of Oregon to be clear
and unquestionable, and when the Dritish Jion began to growland
show his tecth, our President backed out of his position, and sur-
rendered one half to British rule. No; General Picrce will not
be likcly to follow such an example. He will look thoroughly
into this subject, before hic commits himself in regard to it.

It is certain that former Administrations, and a portion of the
people of the United States, have long coveted Cuba, and would
gladly now wrest it from the control of Spain, if they could do so
with safety. Tho objects for which they would do it I have
already adverted to. But an omniscicnt, all-wise I'rovidence has
thrown around the consummation of that great national crime such
difliculties, and embarrassinents, and positive dangers, that, in mny
opinion, it will never be perpetrated.

The first, aud only mode, in which we can hope to obtain Cuba,
is by peaceful, quiet purchase. Supposc tho Spanish Crown
shoug([ consent to take $100,000,000, as proposed by Mr. Du-
chanan, for the transfer of Cuba to this Government, and our
President shonld stipulate to pay it, I would yet say to the Span-
ish Cortes, and to British and to French statesmen, that not onc
dollar of that amonnt can go Lo the possession of Spain, wintil this
ouse shall make tho appropriation. I wish them to understand
that the people here are the source of all politieal power, and
their Representatives control the Treasury of the country.

Now, sir, what benefit will the people of Ohio, or of any free
State, reccive by the annexation of Cuba, for which they are to be
taxed to such a Jarge amountT Mhe first cffect would be to bring
to this IXall eleven Spanish members, to enact laws to govern our,
people.  Those Spaniards will be ignorant of our language, bred
and educated under Spanish dcspotism,_gnacquuintvgﬁt with onr

institutions; men who never cxercised the right of suffinge, and
who have no just views of Irece Governments. I do not think the
influence of such men in_this Uall would he worth §100,000,000.
But the Spanish population of Cuba would not only he bronght
into full politieal association with ony people, but they would come
into the Union with greater advautages, influence and power, over

Y

heir influ-
. piehts and intcrests, than we ourselves possess. Their in
:Ilt:,v,' I|rl’udcr owr Constitution, will he pronortlonqd to ?Egl n%mbﬁfrr;
of thoir slaves, counting five of those nc\\flv-lmn(iltc L ul '(ti-
noarocs, fresh from the African coast, & ual in mora slm‘ Bot{ -
ol inlluenee to three of our froe cilizens of the Nort 1", B‘O“l:‘\;
e Totder of five of thogo slaves _\v!ll 'w-lel(l the s:uuo‘ in u(m:(.' 1'1
the VFederal Government which four of our .Nortlw:nhmlcn. f"\nc;l.:
cise.  Now, let those Representatives who really th;]n.\ tlcnl(.)"d
alitnents to he worthy of only one fourth part of the mon}t:lt.']
political inflnence to which those Cuban sl:v.vchpldcrs aro c"t,sl (," y
vote to give the $100,000,000 to degrado their é?HStitugl; o;he
posterity to the level of t.hlose Cuban_slaves. . ir, eny

right and the constitutional power Ol 9 :
dlggmde and disgrace the frecmen of Ohio. Will 1}1{ Dcmoo:r::lt;li(;
colleagues, or iy Whig colleagues, the x-ssauocwll)tt,l me n s
point?  Will cither of those partics lluscnbc uban mlm:lc 1 fon
upon their banner at the next cleetion? Yet, .su,h };3;,1 ho g()) -
ple consent thus to disgraco thct'nsclves and their children in o

ing time, this insult to our dignity cannot be coqsumm{;ggﬂ. o
not snch a proposition stir up agitation ? But, sir, \1vo ul].)ve. " o) 1)(’:
commenced wpon the dificultics which surround an ]om au[:ls(‘“.bm
purchase of Gubi. Tho cight |lu!uh'c(l thousand s_:mrcsdo '_[‘I] c.
were mostly born in Atrien, mn‘d imported to that is u.n1 f ];‘ O{‘
arc desperate, and lave Dub little rega}-d for lllu{:llmil ife. Xor
many years past, the military force required to hold t cl;l in o
jection has heen ostimated at twcnty.thousand men, orT hmcﬁnual
‘military force now maintained by this Government. W otu ual
cost of maintaining sneh an army in that island would 1'110 rpror;l—
bly fall short of $20,000,000; and the expenso of tt.mn ;Dﬁvlf; v
ment, inelnding light-houscs, local leglglatlon, p(:;,y o ll.lllcl:;l] crcv'
Congress, &e., wonld not he less than $53,000,000; wlile the v
omme, under onr laws heing assessord only upon nnports,.wou.(]
not exeeed $2,500,000. Ty there would be a net lcl.lllllf-l.
expenditure of moro than twenty millions of dollars over the ux}';v;
enues of the island, to hold their slaves 1n sub‘]eo::tlon.h a
amonnt workd he drawn mostly from our laboring men of tl c]‘fre?
States. Al now 1 ask, inall kindness, how long do you )(; |<l>V(é
the laboring people of Ulio would consent to pay troopls_la tlu\
vate to stand sentincl over the slavlf-d.m.r(‘vsq of Cuba, while they
ash these degraded minions into submission = ) )
: b a sL:m;—(’ling army of twenty thousand mcn'\‘vxll nf)ti bcl suﬂn--'
cient Lo mminiain this system of oppression. That is 'a‘lll( 11'0\‘\
imports some thirty thousand African slaves annually. T 10({ :nc
jenorant and stupid; they lhave no common language, and are
i:c:ll»:nhlu of any concerted movement for frecdom. B :l.mlc;(mr
Cuba to the United States, thiss foreign alave trade will e cut off,

2
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and the supply of victims will then be drawn from our slave-trad-
ing States. This, sir, 18 the great object for which annexation is
sought. It will enhance the price of human chattels in our North-
crn slave States. But here, again, God has thrown around this
gigantic crime, dangers which cannot be aveided. These sluves
will be more enlightened ; they will spcak the English language,
which is spoken 1n all the British islands. They will have somo
knowledge of their rights, and of tho aucans of obtaining them.
Nor will they want for leaders to guide them in the work of
achicving their liberty. The whole eight hundred thousand free
colored people in the neighboring islands will sympathize with
them. Some Douglass, some Remond, some Ward, or other hero,
will be found to plan and conduct insurrections, some Touissant
to lead them in battle. Your troops will find active cmployment.
Fire and sword will be called into service; devastation, rapine
and slaughter will be carried by the infuriated slaves over the
plantations and villages. Two hundred thonsand colored men,
rendered desperate by barbarous oppression, will constitute no
mean force, when fighting for life and liberty. In that struggle,
Mzr. Jefferson has assured us the Almighty possesses no attribute
which will permit him to take sides with the oppressors. No,
sir, our conscicnces and our gympathics must be with the op-
pressed. Our prayers will be that justice shall take place; and
if the oppressors be laid low in death, we shall view it with Chris-
tian submission. Then, sir, this Government will possess the
constitutional power to conclude a peace by the total abolition of
this accurscd system of oppression. And do you think that Con-
gress will long continuc such a war? Will they shoot down
thoso who thus strike for liberty? Or will they not rather con-
sent to return to them their God-given rights ?

And, sir, I would say to our Southern friends, that when this
apirit of Tiberty shall onee he aroused amonge the blacks of Culay,
they will be_very likely to Dring the war nto Flovida, Alabuna,
and other Southern States. Mv. Chairman, annex Cuba now, with
its present slave population, and you and I may live t
Alave States devastated by » servile war,  Indeed, Tam sueprised
that the colored population there have remained supinely active
so long. These States arc at this time suppressed voleanocs,
ready to burst forth whenever the elements shall become agitated.
The anncxation of Cuba will rock this Union to its centre, and
the hidden flanes will find vent, and the fire will extend until sla-
very be consumed. When that day of retributive justice shall
overtake our Southern friends, we, sir, will interpose, not by
shooting down the victim of oppression, by murdering those who
have been oppressed, wronged and outraged, but by making peace

with themn upou terms of justice, and admitting themn to the enjoy-
ment of thejr liherty.

corous. We cannot go to war for tho conquest of Cuba. AI:S _i
E’ir from What wo lcarn_by tho correspondence cfore us, as W
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But, Mr. Chairwan, I have spoken only of the pcla ccfu(l)dguirr-‘
chase of Cuba, and its consequences. It is tho on'y nélwcr
which we can obtain it. We can get it in no lother way. c‘r"icg’
gits like an incubus upon our nation, pnraly.zmg. all ](_)gr cnd t[)l‘l,ll-,
and rendering a war with any powerful nation 1mpo itic and da

1 3 » 1 it to us.
o (rom other sources, Span will not be likely to sell i 18,

Qlic has taken her position on this point:,‘and has long ma(llntta,mci(%
it. She will continuc to maintain it. .lh_c old Casmhlan ctcilrxilc-
nation of purpose will guido her councils in future. o tz:m, : leon -
{ore, very clearly of opinion t.ha.t we shall not l}avo ut.a, sto th%
as the friends of liberty continuc to call public attention
d crimes of slavery.

‘vr'(i‘lﬁspa;iicy of the S u.nishyGovprnmcnt to sct the slavfcs 1()){ 81111111)2
free in case of formidable invasion, forbids al.l hopeo 10 I(j az ex?_
it by conquest. It is now well known that, prior to !;fu;l gplfnd -
pedition, the Governor General had express orders, i de Ot d it
necessary to defond the island, to abolish slavery, and put a

into the hands of the emancipated slaves. Now, sir, our fillibus-

toring politicians_will have no object in obtaining Cuba _un}cgs
Lhe§ can thereby obtain it with slavcr%. T CE fight for oppressio ]
not for frecdom. Tih theso facts belore the countrx1E wo sta
Tnve no more fillibustering expeditions,,  Uur po ltll(:a. \ 111 ll],.S f-f:
will now disappear. i’,ghcy_wﬂl cscape the garrote, but will be
itical suffocation. .
Scrl:fr(? %iuli)frlrt;n, I speak my own opinions. No other man 18 fe_:—
aponsible for what 1 say. I have given somch?itt.elitlondto t gés
subjeet, and havo satisficd my own mind, thn.tdw i (:;ht 10 o,tvl&:mle:
of liberty shall continue their cfforts for freedom, Iclr str tggl; c
for justice to all men, Cuba will not be anneged. 1 congra qtg c
ihe Triends of liberty and of humanity upon the important pos: 101{
they havo attained.  The very clforts which our opponents said
would sccurc the annexation of Cuba, have, under the <:1.rcum—f
atances to which I have referred, prevented tho perpetration o
that ontrage. Tt is the bold, unflinching agitation n.pd in'm;tc-
nanee of l;.rnth, by pofitical, n}(n'u.l and religion cﬂ(.n'lsl, t lt‘:ll’ tll.n-.
gaved us from that degradation. 1iad we, sir, llllllltC(d.Wbl ld (11(:
other political parties at the late clection ; had we t énb isbande :
there would have been danger of the annexation of { uda.,leven &
the price of war and bloodshed. DBut we have attained ¢ 11;0 })051-
tion which cnables us by our cfforts to command the rcsl)ccd (:1 ZEZ
opponents ; and more esfpccmllly has ou(:'f i?:;r?gv::;n;?ai?b eerty he
W urscelves — of good men — It
:;:Ecccotuﬁil; and in Burope, and, as I lmplblx trust, thlc applt(‘)vgrll
of God himsel(.  Slavery can ouly flourish, it can ouly exast, 1n
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the guiet repose of peace. Tt eannol continue manid the stovm of war
ot the rage of moral elements.  All history shows ns that slavery
cannot exist amidst the agitation of truth. Justice is the great moral
antagonism of oppression; they cannot exist together. I mdulge the
hope that slavery has reached ity limits; that it cannot pass heyoud
its present boundaries, if we remain true o our purpose and our
principles.  Its prond waves are already stayed.  Cuba must vemain

abached Lo the erown ol Spain, Vel L would say 1o British and to

I'rench statesinen, that il they wish o oblain it Tor the purpose of
cstablishing liberty there, of giving freedom to its down-trodden
people, let them satisfy Spain and take the island. We shall
submit, for the very ohvious reason, that, while we hold our own
slave population in subjection, we cannot enter into a war with
cither of those powers in order to maintain that institution in
Cuba. We, sir, would rather sce Cuba free, under DBritish or
French rule, than see our fellow-men oppressed, degraded, and
ruthlessly murdered, under either Spanish ov American authority.
But if it remains subject to Spanish Jaws, ita final redemption is
not go far distant as wo have been accustomed to think. The em-
ployment of Chinese laborers in that island has proved far more
profitable than that of slaves. Indeed, it is said that the expense
of carrying on their plantations by the Jabor of these free people
from China, is less than half that of slave labor. At this time,
there ave said to be six thousand Chinamen on their passage (o
Cuba, for the purpose of cugaging in the cnltivation of the soil.
The laws of Cuba arc also more favorable to emancipation than
thosc of our slave States.  These circunstances, under the guid-
ance of I'rovidence, amid the lights and intelligence of the present
age, are slowly but surely working out the vedemption ol Cuba,
cven under Spanish rule.  Yet ity anncxation to this Union wonld,
in my opinion, hasten the overthrow ol slavery, both there and in
our slaye Stales. .

The world i3 moving in favor of liberty. Redemption to the
African race upon this continent mugt soon come. [ trust it will
come in peace; but I will add, in the Janguage of onr departed
condjutor, Jonun Qurney Apang, © Let it come: il iL must come
mn blood, yot, I sy,

LET 1Y COME'™





