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generals should meet in the shade of these palms at noon, accom-
anied by their staffs. The place of meeting was selected by
aceo, at the request of the Captain-General.

Maceo’s army was only a few miles away. The mulatto general
arrived beneath the palm trees at moon, with an escort of thirty
men. Raising his field glass he scanned the horizon, but could
see nobody. Surprised that Campos did not keep his word, he
dismounted and found the Captain-General seated and propped
. against one of the palms, fast asleep. Before this discovery Maceo
had seen a horse tethered in a clump of bushes 200 yards away.
It had borne Campos to the rendezvous, When the Spanish gen-
ez:é c%l’)ened his eyes, Maceo said: ‘“ Why, General, where is your
s ?

‘‘Between gentlemen, on occasions like this,” Campos gravely
replied, ‘* there is no need of witnesses.”

t is possible that the Captain-General did not desire the pres-
ence of hig staff, preferring that the conversation should be strictly
confidential. Strangers are not the only ones dogged by Spanish
spies. The Government itself maintains an espionage on all of
its officers. ‘ :

Describing the interview afterwards, Maceo said that never in
his life did he feel more ashamed than when Campos remarked
that gentlemen on occasions like this needed no witnesses. In re-
ply tigle patriot said: ‘‘ General, pardon me,” and turning to his
staff ordered them back several hundred yards. Among them was
the noted negro commander, Flor Crombet, whose inflexible pa-
triotism was sometimes sullied by atrocious acts. Maceo might
justly be termed the Toussaint 1'Ouverture of the insurrection
and Crombet its Desgalines. Saluting Maceo previous toretiring,
Crombet said: ** General, I hope you know your duty.”

’11‘0 lﬁhis remark Maceo responded: ‘‘Retire, and return at 3
O)c oc .” -

Crombet referred to a law enacted by the Cuban government
gimilar to the onenow inforce in Cuba. Itprovidedfor theshoot-
ing of any Spanish officer who approached a patriot general to
treat for a surrender. In telling the story afterwards, Maceo said
that he saw.the devil in Crombet’s eyes, and feared trouble.

At 3 o’clock the escort returned, but without Crombet. Quin-
tin Bandera, the well-known negro general of the present war,
came back with the escort and reported that onreaching the camp
Flor Crombet had mustered his forces and departed. This re-
duaced Maceo’s army at least one-third. Fearful that Crombet
meant mischief, and knowing his savage disposition, Maceo was
afraid that Camgo_s might be attacked on his return to his head-
quarters. He offered to escort him back to his staff, and the offer
was accepted. )

Crombet had really gone to ambuscade Campos and his escort.
He planted the ambuscade at a goint called Los Infiernos (Hell’s
Steps). - When Campos reached hisescort, Maceo shook hands with
him and departed. He warily followed the Captain-General, how-
ever, until ‘long after sunset. About 8 o'clock”at night Campos
was fiercely attacked by Crombet. - The attack was stoutly re-
sisted. Maceo closed up, on hearing the first shot, and vigorously
defended Campos, much to the astonishment of the latter. The
assault was repelled, and the Captain-General returned to Alto
Songo, Maceo accompanying him as far as Jarajuica. -

Fﬁ)r Crombet never rejoined Maceo. He afterwards disbanded
his forces, reached the southern coast, and escaped to Jamaica.
This story was told by Maceo to a friend while seated on a log on
the plain of Barragua, near the two royal palms where Martinez
Campos took his nap.

SPANISH TREACHERY.

Maceo had a second interview with Camnpos not long afterwards.
It was upon the estate of an English planter. Campos urged him
to follow the example of others and surrender on the promise of
autonomy., Maceo stoutly refused to accept such terms. He pro-
posed that he be allowed to secrete his arms and leave Cuba, feel-
ing perfectly free to return to the island whenever he pleased.
This proposal was finally accepted. Campos further guaranteed
the freedom of the slaves in Maceo'’s army, promising that they
should have the same rights in Cuba thereafter as Spanish citi-
zens. He also solemnly promised that Maceo and his staff should
be sent to Jamaica on a steamship furnished by Campos and there
released. These promises were madein the presence of the British
consul, who came to Songo with Maceo in a buggy.

On his arrival at Songo the patriot general was sent in aspecial
train with the British consul to Santiago de Cuba. From thetrain
he went directly aboard the ship Thomas Brooks, chartered to
take him to Jamaica. Somewhat to his surprise, his staff was
placed aboard another steamer, called Los Angelos. In violation
of the promise of Martinez Campos, the staff were taken not to
Jamaica, but to Puerto Rico. There they were transferred to
Spanish war ships and taken toCeuta. It is probable that Maceo
would also have been sent there, despite the agreement of Campos,
were it not for the friendship shown him by the British consul,
Mr. Ramsden, who was the owner of the Thomas Brooks. Some

months later Campog became prime minister in Spain. He had
guaranteed home rule to Cuba, but the Spanish Cortes refused to
sanction the agreement. They were not, however, utterly lost to
shame, for they did pass Moret’s bill freeing the negroes. This,
however, looked like a sfroke of policy. It was evidently done to
curry favor with the negroes, whose bravery, devotion, and dis-
cipline were unguestioned. .
The same policy i8 being pursued by the Spaniards to-day.
Two negroes are serving as secretaries under the autonomist cab-
inet. month ago Blanco was forming a new negro regiment,
offerin®ocruits $20 a month in silver. Negro volunteers are to
be found in all the large cities. The white Cubans, however, are
not allowed to enter the volunteer regiments; they are invariably
incorporated into the regular Spanish army. The lieutenant-
colonel of the royal body guard of Captain-Gieneral Weyler was a
Spanish-French negro, born in New Orleans, and once a servant
o? ex-Senator P. B. S. Pinchback, of Louisiana. He was a distin-
guished chiropodist in Havana when he was made a lieutenant-
colonel. To- ﬁy he displays a dazzling array of diamonds and
decorations. o ig vicechairman of the Weyler junta in Havana
and chief of the colored fire brigade. He also owns a triweek!
newspaper, which invariably reprints from the American press aIvl
the accounts of lynchings of negroes in the Southern States. . sIn
his editorial columns he alludes to them as an argument against
annexation to the United States.
* Quintin Bandera means ‘‘fifteen flags.” The appellation was,

‘given to Bandera because he had captured fiftéen Spanish ensigns.

He is a coal-black negro, of remarkable military ability. He was
a slave of Quesada. ith others of Maceo’s staff, he was sent to
prison at Ceuta. While in prison the daughter of a Spanish staff
officer fell in love with him. Through her aid, he escapedin a
boat to Gibraltar. where he became a British subject, arid married
his preserver. She is of Spanish and Moorish blood, and is gaid
to be a lady of education and refinement. She taught her hus-
band to read and write, and takes great pride in his achievements.

José Maceo, the half brother of Antonio, escaped from Ceuta
with Quintin Bandera. :

_Antonio Maceo neither smoked tobacco nor drank spirituouns
liguor. When he felt unwell, he took copious drafts of orange
leaf tea. It is said that he was also in the habit of taking arsenic
in solution. He forbade all smoking in camp af nights, and no
one had the hardihood to smoke in his presence, as he had a
natural antipathy to the fumes of tobacco.

After the close of the ten years’ war he became a civil engineer,
-and spent some years in Central America. He was in communi-
cation with ‘Marti and Gomez, and received information of the
late insurrection at Port Limon. From there he went to Venezuela
and from Venezuela to Cuba. In concert with' Marti, Gomez,
Flor Crombet, Rabi, Bandera, and- others, he assisted in organiz-
ing the army and in developing a plan of ‘o&)‘eratidns. The final
meeting was held upon a plantation owned by a relative of the
Pope. It was Maceo who planned the attack upon Martinez
Campos on the way from Manzanillo to Bayamo. It was in this
attack that General Santocildés waskilled:: Campos instinctively
took an nunused road and escaﬁed to Bayamo. "He had previously
escaped death by strategy. © was carried in a litter from the
rear to the vanguard of his army. The Cubans, taking him for a
wounded soldier,-allowed him to pass without firing at him.

One more characteristic incident in the life of Gen. Antonio
Maceo. As the years roll by he will undoubtedly loom up as the
heroic fignre in the long and bitter struggle for Cuban freedom.
His patriotism was entirely untainted with selfishness. Hisheart
beat for Cuba and Cuba alone. His whole family perished in the
war. No cruoelty stains his record. Of unquestioned military
genius, his ceaseless energy was second only to his tact and fore-
cast, In resource he was boundless, in bravery unsurpassed, in

rudence a marvel. QObeying orders himself, he commanded obe-

ience from others. Outrages upon noncombatants were remorse-
lessly punished. The black soldiers of Flor Crombet quickl
learned to fear and respect him.. Twoof them were charged wi
assaulting defenseless Cuban women on the outskirts of a town

.garrisoned by Spaniards.

The evidence was clear and irrefutable. On the finding of a
court-martial they were sentenced to death. Invain did Crombet
and Quintin Bandera urge Maceo to pardon them, They were
brave soldiers, whose reputations were previously unstained.
The orders against such outrages were imperative. The strictest
discipline must be maintained, and it wasnot a case where justice
could be tempered with mercy. Both men were hanged in front
of the camp, and henceforth Maceo’s men were as orderly and
as obedient as_soldiers of Sparta. No one was excepted in camp
regulations. Even the newspaper correspondents were held to
asstrict account in the line of march or elsewhers as the humblest
soldier. Maceo was no respecter of persons when orders were
disobeyed. Grave and saturnine in disposition, he had few or no
favorites. Always thoughtful and wary, he never slept unless
he fancied himself in perfect security.
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. MACEO'S MILITARY ABILITY.

. Any story that sheds light apon the character and career of
this extraordinary man must prove of more than ordinary interest.
This incident occurred after the battle of Paralejo, where Santo-
cildes was killed, and Martinez Campos egcaped to Bayamo, leay-
ing his ronted army behind him. Flor Crombet had fallen in
battle several weeks before this fight, and Marti had been killed
in an insignificant fight at Dos Rios. Gomez had passed into
Camaguay to add fire to the insurrection, and Maceo had been
left in command in the province of Santiago. To him was Cam-
pos indebted for his defeat, He escaped capture as if Wy intui-
tion. A new snare had been spread for him by Maceo after the
death of Santocildes, and he was already within its meshes when,
intnitively divining the situation, he came to an about face and
fled to Bayamo by an ununsed road covered by an impassable
thicket in the rear of Maceo’s victorious troops.

The Spaniards were rapidly reenforced after the escape to Bay-
amo, and Maceo, with Quintin Bandera, began to fall back to his
jmpregnable mountain retreat at Jarahuica. This was in the
heart of Santiago de Cuba, over 100 miles east of Bayamo and 25
miles northeast of the port of Santiago. His war-worn army
needed rest, recruits, and supplies. Once in his mountain fast-
ness, he was perfectly secure, as no Spanish army wonld trust
itself in the rocky range. News of his movements had reached
Santiago, and a strenuous effort was being made to head him off
at San Luis, a railroad town 15 miles northwest of that city.
Nothing, however, escaped the observation of the Cuban general.
With wonderful prescience he anticipated the movements of the
Spaniards. His troopers were armed with machetes, and the in-
fantry with rifles and amomunition captured at Paralejo. Bandera
commeanded. this band of black foot soldiers.

The march had been terrific, and horses and men were nearly

fagged. With s%arse supplies the gace had been kept up for
‘hours., The sun had gone down, and the moon was flooding the
.fronds of the palms with pale, silvery light. Maceo held a short
conference with Quintin Bandera, and not long afterwards the
blacks wheeled in column and disappeared. Meantime the Cuban
cavalry continued its course. By midnight it had reached Cem-
etery Hill, overlooking the town of San Luis. The moon was
halfway down the sky. Maceo sat upon his horse surveying the
sceno below him long and silently. The little town was aglow
with electric lights, and the whistle of locomotives resounded in
the valley. Over 3,000 Spanish trogss were quartered .in the
town, and their movements were plainly discernible.

Trains were arriving hourly from Santiago, bearing strong re-
enforcements. Through a field glass Maceo watched the stirring
scene. He turned the glass beyond the town, and gazed through
it patiently, betraying a tracé.of anxiety. Finallyhealighted and
conferred with Colonsl Miro, his chief of staff. A moment after-
wards cametheorder to dismount. Threehundred troopersobeyed,
and were about to tether their horses when they were called to
attention. A eecond order reached their ears. They were told to
stand motionless with both feet on the ground, and to await fur-
ther orders with their right hands on theirsaddles. In the moon-
lightbeneath thescattered palms they stood assilent as it petrified.

Among them was George Eugene Bryson, a newspaper cor-
respondent, who had known Maceo many years, and who had
parted with him at Port Limon, in Central America, & few months
before. He had joined the column just after the battle of Pa-
ralejo. In obedience to orders, he stood with his arm over the
back of his horse, blinking at the enlivening scene below him.
Exhausted by the day’s march, his eyes closed, and he found it
impossible to keep awake. A moment later he fastened-the bridle
to his foot, wrapped himself in his rubber coat, placed a satchel
under his head, and fell asleep in the wet grass.

The adjutant soon awoke him, telling him that he had better
get up, as they were going to have a fight. He thanked the adju-
tant, who told him there were over 3,000. Spanish scldiers in San
Luis, and that it was surrounded with fourteen blockhouses.
The correspondent soon curled himself on the grass a second
time and was in a sound slumber, when he was again aroused by
the adjutant, who told him he was in positive danger if he per-
gisted in disobeg'i.ng the order of General Maceo, A third time
his heavy eyealids cloged, and he was in a dead sleep, when startled
by a peremptory shake. Jesus Mascons, Maceo’s secretary, stood
over him. “Get up this instant,” said he. ‘‘ The general wants
to see you immediately.”

In a second Bryson was on his feet. The whistles were still
blowing and the electric lights still glowing in the valley and the
moon was on the horizon. He went forward in some trepidation,
fancying that the General was going to upbraid him for disobey-
ing his orders. He was surprised to find him very pleasant.
Maceo always spoke in a low tone, as he had been shot twice
through the lungs.

‘‘Are you not hungry?” he asked.

_“310,” the correspondent replied, wondering what was in the
wind,

“I thoughtpossibly you might want something to eat,”
Maceo said, with a smile. “I have a boiled eggghere, a:ndGIe ggnail;
todivide it with you.” As he uttered these words he drew out
his machete and cut the egg straight through the center. Pagsing
half of it to the correspondent he said: ‘‘Share it; it will do you
good.” The newsp%per man thanked the General and they ate
the egg in silence. He said afterwards that the incident reminded
him of General Marion’s breakfast with a British officer, He had
read the incident in Peter Parley’s History of the Revolantion!
when a school boy. Marion raked a baked sweet potato out of
the ashes of ‘'a camp fire, and divided it with his British guest,
The officer regretted the absence of salt, and the correspondent
said he experienced the same regret when he ate his portion of
General Maceo’s eg%; :

After munching the egg both men sat for some time observing
the stirring scene in the valley below them. The moon had gone
down, but in the glow of the electric lights they could see thaf the
activity among the Spaniards was as great as_ever. Suddenly
Maceo_turned to Bryson and said abruptly, “Were you aslesp
whe(r)thesus cglled you? ”1 a :

‘“QOh, no,” Bryson replied, ‘‘I was not asleep; I was o j
tired—that was all.” P nly just .

. The Greneral looked at him searchingly, and then said, *‘Don't
worry; itis all right, Woe are going through that town in a few
minutes. There may be a fierce fight, and you will need a clear
head. The egg will give you strength.”

‘Within twenty minutes the little column of 300 men was on
the move. They led their horses down the hill about an hour be-
fore daybreak with the General in the lead. Silently and stealth-
ily they entered the outskirts of the town. The column passed
two blockhouses without being observed, and at the break of day
was beyond the town on the main road to Banabacoa. Meantime
the Spaniards had discovered them. The town was aroused, and
150 Spanish cavalry headed the pursuit. The road wound through
fields of cane. A strong column of Spanish infantry followed the
cavalry. Maceo held his men in reserve and continued his march,
the Spanish troopers trailing after them like so many wild-cats.
Suddenly, to their astonishment, Quintin Bandera’s infantry arose
on either gide of the road and almost annihilated the pursuing
column. Those that escaped alarmed the columns of infantry,
who returned to San Linis and began to fortify themselves, o

Maceo and Bandera camped on the estate of Mejorana, about®
miles away. It was here that Marti, Gomez, the two Maceos;
Crombet, Ghuerra, and Rabi met notlong before this to inaugurate
the new revolution. Bandera and Maceo found plenfy of pro-
visions at the estate, but no bread. A small Cuban hoy was sent
to the Spanish commander at San Luis with a note fequesting :
him to be so kind as to_send some bread to visitors at'ths Mejo-
rang plantation. The boy delivered the note, and the Spanish. .-
commander asked who senthim. Withouta moment’s hesitation -
he replied, ‘“General Maceo.” The Spanish official laughed and
replied, ‘‘Very well, a supply of bread will-be sent. 1t will not
be necess: for Maceo to come after it.” What is more remark-
able is the fact that Maceo told the correspondent beforehand that
the bread would be sent, as the Spaniards had been so frightened
by Bandera on the previous day that they did not want to invits
another attack. That very evening the boy returned convoying
many bags of bread. The Spaniards remained withia the town
until Maceo had rested his army and departed for Jarahuica.

SPANIRH SOLDIERS. , &

Much has been said concerning Weyler's army. Igaw many .5
Spanish troops in Cuba. In nearly every case they were neatly . :
dressed, fairly drilled, and usually polite and obliging. Their arms
ard accouterments were always in good condition, and they
seemed to be in the best of spirits. They carried Mauser rifles and
wore & uniform of light material, something like the old-fashioned
check apron of our boyhood days. The coat resembled a Norfolk
jacket, and was usually held in place by a black belt. Their hats
were of & fine chip straw, with broad brims. The left side of the -
brim was pinred to the side of the crown with a rosette, carrying-~ |
the Spanish colors. The officers wore fine Panama hats, withthe . ¢
same rosettes and no plumes. Their uniforms were not of the
same material as those of the privates, but were of a steel-gray
color. The sleeves were richly braided in gold and similar braid
appeared uﬁon the coatcollar. Rank was designated by the quan-
tity of braid on each sleeve and collar. '

All the officers and many of the privates sported a profusion of
medals. These were decorations awarded either for length of serv-
ice or for gallantry. The most of these decorations carried in-
creased pay, but so infinitesimal as to be ludicrous. One soldier
exhibited a cross which brought in $1.72 a year in addition {o his
regular pay. In one case an officer exhibited an emblem granted
for service in the field which produced as high as $7.50 a year.
All who received lhoncrs were evidently very proud of them,
whether the remuneration was great or small. Generals carried
malacca canes aside from their swords. The cane is an indication
of their rank. The commanding officers carry them in drilling
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