CUBAN CONSULAR REPORTS |
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Officlal Tales of the Starvation and

Sufferings of the Wretched
Concentrados.

AUTONOMY NOT SATISFACTORY

A e

Cumulative Evidence of Spanish IMis-
rule as Told in Communications to
the State Department—Spanish
Soldiery Hungry and Ill—
Thousands Beyond Hope
of Any Relief.

WASHINGTON, April 11.—The Consular
correspondence with regard to the situation
in Cuba which weasg transmitted to Congress
to-day with the message was prepared in
response to & resolution of inguiry adopted
by hoth the House and Senate. The cor-
respondence was prepared for transmission
to Congress just before the blowing up of
the Meaine, and having been held up since
now includes communications up to April
1. Tt covers the communications of Consul
General Les at Havana, Consul McGarr at
Cienfuegos, Consul Brice at Matanzas, CoDn~
sul Hyatt at Santlago de Cuba, and Con-
sul Barker at Sagua La Grande. The com-
munications make about 60,000 words. They
deal largely with the distress and suffering
which exist {n all the districts. But Gen.
Lee reports quite fully upon the decrees of
the Government with regard to autonomy
and other political phases of the situation.
In preparing the correspondence for trans-
mission to Congress, considerable portions
of the important communications, and es-
pecially those marked confidential, are
omitted. The resolutions to which they are
the response, in each instance asked only
for such correspondence as it was not
deemed incompatible with the public inter-
est to make public.

Gen. L.ee's correspondence runs over the
period from Nov, 17, 1897, to April 1, 1898.
Much of this is of a confidential nature, and
of some of the important communications
excerpts only are given. The period of the
correspondence after the blowing up of the
Maine contains no reference to that event.
such communications probably being deemed
irrelevant to the purpose of the resolutions
calling for the Consular correspondence in
the possession of the Government as to the
situaton of affairs in Cuba.

DBo Not Want Automomy.

The first dispatch of Gen. Lee contains
Gen. Blanco’s order, under date of Nov. 13,
repealing, or rather modifying, Gen. Wey-
ler’'s order of concentration, which has here-
I'tofors been published by the press. This

‘order was made, shortly after Gen. Lee re-
turned to Havana from the United States
last Fall. Gen. Lee in this communication
also inclosed the proclamation of J. M.
Rodriguez, Major General in charge of the
Western Department of the Cuban military
operations, addressed to the Cuban people,
end informing them of the * firm resolu-
tion”” of the insurgent army to continue
fighting wuntil the attainment of absolute
independence. It was on Nov. 23 that Con-
sul General Lee made his first report to
the Department of State on the condition of
effairs in Cuba. It is as follows:

United States Consulate General,
Havana, Nov. 23, 1897.

Sir: I have the honor to briefly submit a
statement of what appears to be the pres-
ent condition of affairs in this island:

First—The Ilnsurgents will not accept au-
torr>my.

Second—A large majority of the Spanish
subjects who have commercial and business
interests and own property here will not
accept autonomy, but prefer eannexation to
the United States rather than an independ-
ent republic or genuine awtonomy umder the
Spanish flag.

Third—The Spanish authorities are sin-
cere in doing all in their power to enocour-
age, protect, and promote the grinding of
sugar. The grinding season commences
in December.

Fourth—The insurgent leaders have given
instructions to prevent nding wherever
it can be done, because by diminishing the
export of sugar the Spanish Government
revenues are decreased. It will be very
difficult for the Spanish authorities to
prevent cane burning, because one man can
start a fire at night which will burn hun-
dreds of acres, just as a single inddvi'dual
can light a prairie by throwing a single
match into the drv grass.

Fifth—I am confident that Gens. Blanco
and Pando, his chief of staff, as well as Dr.
Congosto, the Secretary General, with all
of whom I have had conversations, are per-
fectly conscientious In their desire to relieve
the distress of those suffering from the
effects of Weyler's reconcentration order,
but unfortunately they have not the means
to carry out such benevolent purposes.

In this city matters are assuming better
shape under charitable committees, &&c.;
large numbers are now cared for and fed
by private subscriptions. I witnessed many
terrible scenes and saw some die. I am told
Ge-nci Blanco will give $100,0600 to the relief
fund.

THE HORRORS OF HAVANA.

Honéreds Starving in the Ditches of
the City—Soldiers in Hospitnls
and Unfitted for Service.

Nov. 27 Gen. Lee sent to the department
the communications of two gentlemen,
whose names he says are suppressed for
obvious reasons, but whom he knows per-
sonally as standing high in the community,
concerning the condition in los fosos (the
ditches) in Havana. The communication
says, among other things: * Four hundred
and €lxty women and children thrown on
the ground, heaped pell mell as animals,
some in a dying condition, others sick,
others dead, without the slightest cleanli-
ness or the least help, not even able to
give water to the thirsty, without either re-
ligious or social help, each one dying wher-

ever ohance laid him.”

The communication goes on to state that
the deaths among these reconcentrados av-
erage forty or fifty daily, and that on an
average there were but ten days of Iffe for
each person. It says that these unhappy
creatures recelved food only after having
been eight days in the fosos, during which
time they were obliged to subsist upon the
bad food which the dying had refused. Some
horrible instances of the distress witnessed
are given.

*“ Among the many deaths we saw,” says
the communication, ‘' there was seen one
tmpossible to forget. There is still alive the
only witness, a ¥young girl of eighteen,
whom we found seemingly lifeless on the
ground. On her right side was the body of
a young mother, cold and rigid, but with
her young child still alive, clinging to her
breast. On her left slde was the corpse of
a dead woman holding her son in a death’
embrace. A little further on a dying wo-
man having in her arms a daughter of four-

teen, crazy with pain, who after twelve or
fourteen days died in spite of the care she
received.”

Further along the communication says
that if any young girl came in who was
nice looking she was infallibly condemned
to the most abominable of traffics,

The communication also says that 1,700
persons had entered the fosos since August,
snd of those but 213 were then living. It
places the number of deaths among the re-
concentrados at 77 per cent.

Dangers to Americans,

On Dec. 8 Gen. Lee sent to the State De- (

partment a cofhmunication referring to a
cipher dispatch he had sent two days pre-
vious, in which he informed the departmen:t
that he had learned from the United States

Consul at Matanzas of an *‘ extensive and
dangerous conspiracy under the ex-Gov-
ernor of the province directed against Amer-
fcans, action agalnst them to be contingent

on the movement of the United States Gov--

ernment in favor of the independence of

Cyba.”
Gen. ILee stated that rumors had heen
more or less frequent regarding the riotous

S R e

Intention of some of the dissatisfied elements
against Amerjcan-citizens there.and:in other
ﬁﬁ ;io: tha “island.” “Stuch 'demonstratipns,

&

. , om §panish”honscom-
batants or from volunteéer forces. * He did

eh
, must comg*from™
not think there was 'any dZnger fram the
former, many of whom sepmed to favgr an-
nexation rather thai’ dufonoiny or the inde-
pendence of the Cuban Republic. “I1 am
inclined to think,” says he, * that if Gen.
Blanco can manage the yolunteers, as yes-
terday he sald he could, the trouble”from
that source is diminishing.
the mobs in this city in the past has always
been located in the ranks of the volunteers,
who alone have organization and arms.” 1In
consequence of the assurances that Ameri-
can lifé” and Pproperty. would be protected,
Gen. Lee ¢aid that he had declined to make
application for the presence of one or more
warships {fn Havana'' bor, and had ad-
vised Americans who had wives and chil-
i dren not to send them aweay, at least for
the present., ‘I still think,” continued Gen.
Lee, ‘“ that two warships at least gshould be
at Key West, prepared to move at short
notice, and that more of them should be at
Dry Tortugas, ‘and that a coaling" ‘station
should be_established there. "Such proceed-
ings would seem to be in line with that pru-
dence and foresight mnecessdary" to“-afford
safety to Americans residicg on the island

and to their properties.”

e

The origin of

What Senor Cansalejas Reported.

Under the same date Gen. Lee ssnds an-
other communication, containing the state-
ments of Sefior Canalejas, the editor of the
Madrid El H_era.;dc:, Who'haﬂ, just I;e‘l:yméd
from Pinar del Rio Provincs, after the con-
flict betwsen the Spdnish forces under Gen.
Valasco and the Cuban forces under DiaZz,
{n which Canalejas weas quoted as saying
that the Spanish forces had displayed their
usual valor, but that the province was not
pacified; that out of 14,000 Spanish troops
only between 38,000 and 4,000 were able to
operate, the balance being sick at hospitals
or {n garrisons and towns; that he believed
autondmy premature and was inclined to

the adoption of energstic military action
for the purpose of pa £ the province;
| that the truth should be known in Spain,

where public opinion and the press had been
decelved regarding the termj- nation of the
war and the so-called pacification of the
‘western provinces.

Lack of Food Everywhere.

Under date of Dec. 7 Gen. Lee sent a
i commanication to the department regarding
. the measures for the relief of the recon-
: centrados, much of which is not made pub-
' lic. In the portion given out Gen. Lee says:
I see no effect of the Governmental dis-
tribution to the reconcentrados. I am in-
formed that only $12,500 in Spanish silver
has been dedicated to the Habana Province
out of the $100,000 said to have been set
aside for the purpose of relieving them on
the island, and that reports from all parts
of the province show that 50 per cent. have
already died, and that many of those left
will die, and most of these are women and
children. * ¢ * I am informed an order
has been issued in some parts of the island
suspending the distribution to reconcen-
trados. * * * The condition of these peo-
ple is simply terrible. I hear of much suf-
fering in the Spanish hospitals for want of
food. * * * I hear also that the Spanish
merchants in some parts of-the island are
placing their establishments in the name of
foreigners, to avoid having their provisions
purchased on credit by the military admin-
istration. 1n some paris of the island I am
told there is scarcely any food for soldiers
or citizens, and that even cats are used for
food purposes, selllng for 30 cents aplece,
It is a fair inference to draw from existing
conditions that it 4s not possible for the
Governor Gereral to relieve the present
situation with the means at his disposal.”

Dec. 13 came the following:

¢ Sir: L have the honor to make the fol-
lowing report: * * * The contest for and
against autonomy is most unequal. For it
there are five or six of the head officers at
the palace and twenty or thirty other per-
sons here in the city. * * * Against it
first, are the insurgents, with or without
ar: and the Cuban noncombatants. See-
ond, the great mass of the Spaniards bear-
ing or not bearing arms—the latter desir-
ing, if there must be a change, annexation
to the United States. Indeed, there is the
greatest apathy concerning autonomy in any
form. No one asks what it will be or when
or how it will come. I do not see how it
could ba even put into operation by force,
because as long as the insurgents decline to
accept it so long, the Spanish authorities
say, the war must continue.”

Deo. 14 Gen. Lee sends another communi-
cation, saying that the total number of re-
concentrados in Habana Province will reach
150,000, and that the death rate from starv-
ation alone would be over 50 per cent. For
the relief of these people he says $12,50Q in
gllver has been set aside, ‘“‘so that. if.
every dollar appropriated reaches them the
distribution will average about 17 cents to

rson, which, of course, will be rapidly
éxhausted, and as I can hear of no further
succor being afforded it is easy to perceive
what little dfracﬁcm relief has taken ;)lace
in the condition of these poor people.’

The New Plan for Autonomy,

Dec. 28 Gen. Lee makes the first communi-
cation about the new schems of autonomy.
He says that he has been informed that the
authorities are engaged in forming an au-
tonomistic cabinet, arranging for the mem-
bers to take the required oath on Jan. 1,
and * also for an election thirty days there-
after. * * * My present information is
that most of the Spaniards will refrain from
voting and nearly all the Cubans, * * =
The feeling in Havana, and I hear in other
parts of the 1sland, is strong against it,
the Cubans desiring an independent repub-
lic, and the Spaniards preferring annexation
to the United Stateg rather than autonomy.
On the night of the 24th inst. there seems to
have been a concerted plan over the island
to testify the disapprobation of the people
10 the proposed autonomistic plan of the
Spanish Government.” He goes on to de-
sceribe how it culminated about 2 o’clock
on the morning of the 25th, when a mob
assembled in the prinecipal square of the
city, with cries of ‘“ Death to Autonomy!”
and *Viva Weyler!” He says the men in the
mob had stones in their pockets and some
of them were armed with weapons. * They
made a demoustra:t;loni too, against the
office of the Diario de la Marina, a paper
published in this town favoring autonomy,
but were dispersed by the military police
and soldlers, * ¢ *

Of the Efforts for Relief.

The same day Gen. Lee acknowledges the
recelpt of President McKinley's proclama~
tion calling upon the people of the United
States to make charitable contributions for
the relief of the distress In Cuba. Other
telegrams follow during the next few days
as to the class of contributions which would
be most valuable in relleving the suffering.

Jan, 8 Gen.- Lee makes the following re-

port:

“ 8ir: I have the honor to state, as a mat-
ter of public interest, that the reconcen-
trado order of Gen. Weyler, formerly Gov-
ernor General of this island, transformed
about 400,000 seu-supportln?people, princi-
pally women and children, into & multitude
to be sustained by the contributions of oth-
ers, or to die of starvation or of fevers re-
sulting from a low physical condition and
being massed in large bodies,without change
of clothing and without foo Their homes
were burned, their flelds and plant beds de-
stroyed, and their Uve stock driven away or
killed. I estimate that probably.200,000 of
the rural population of 'the Provinces of
Pinar - del Rio, Habana, Matanzas, and
Santa Clara have died of starvation or from
resultant c¢auses; and the deaths of whole
families almost simultaneously or within a
few daye of each other, and ¢of mothers
praying for their children to be relieved of
their horrible suffering by death, are not
the least of the many pitiable Scenes which
were ever present. In the Provinces of.
Puerto Princlps and Santiago de Cuba,
where the reconcentrado order could not be
enforced, the great mass of the people are
self-sustaining. * * * A daily average of
10 cents worth of food to 200,000 people
would be an expenditure of $20,000 per
day. and of course the most humiane efforts
upon the part of our citizens cannot hope
to accomplish such a gigantic relief, and a
great portion of these people will have to
be abandoned to their fate. » *

Gen. Lee inclosed in this communication
an editorial from the Diario de la Marina
which vigorously denounced the * seditious
tumult *” of the day before as a victory for
Gomez and the enemies of Spain. .

Starvation in Santa Clara.

On the same day he also sent to the de-
partment some statistics about the mortal-
ity in Santa Cldra, showing that, while
there were 5,489 deaths in that town in the

seven previous years to 1897, which included
1,417 {n one year from an epidemic of yel-
low fever, there were in 1897, owing to the
concentration crder, 6,981 deaths out of/ a
total population of 14,000. The death rate
increased monthly from 78 in January, the
month before the concentration order werit
into effect, until December, when there were
1,011 deaths.

The Rioting in Havana.

Jan. 12, 13, 14, and 15 Gen. Lee sent brief
cablegrams to the department with regard
to the rioting and the demonstrations
against autonomy, and Gen. Blanco and the
three newspaper offices.

Jan. 13 he sald some of the rioters threat-
ened to go to the United States Cansulate.
« Ships,” he said, ‘‘ are not needed, but may
be later. If Americand arve in dauger, ships

. patural channels.

1Condiﬁon of Recancentrados Near

should move promptly for Havana, Uncer-
tainty and excitement widespread.”! “The-

rioting ceased the next day, and Gen. Lee
reported all quiet. - o

‘On ‘the 18th Gen. Lee sent a dispatch.
marked * confidential* regarding the riot-
ing: It follows: - s .

“ Qir: The recent disorders in this city
are to be primarily-attributed ‘to & group of
Spanish officers who™ were intensed~at arti:
cles appearing in three of the newspapers of
Havena—E! Reconcentradd, La Discusion,
and ‘El Diario de la Marina. ‘The first was
very pronounced against Gen. Weyler and
his ‘methods. The Discusion had been sup-
pressed by Weyler, but its publication was
permitted to be resumed by Blanco, and the
last had been an ultra Spanish organ, but
had been converted by the present authori-
tigs to autonomy. It is probable that the
Spanish officers were first provoked by the
denunciations of Weyler in the columns of
orie of these papers, and determined to stop
it, and afterward, being gupported by the
mob, turned the demonstration into an anti-
autonomistic affair. ‘I send to-day an anal-
ysis of the autonomistic plan. The intense
opposition to it on the part of the Spaniard
arises from the fact that the first appoint-
ments of the officers’ to put into form its
proyisions were made generally outside ?f
their party in order to show the Cubans in
arms that autonomy waé instituted for thellr
benefit and protection. * * * The lntie -
ligent Spanjards * * * see no prosperity
in the future but rather other wars al}td
more confusion, in the same old attempis (3
make the waters of commerce flow in un

e lower Spaniah et
es have nothing in mind when autollo
mentioned lexcept. Cuba‘.n local rule; hence
their opposition. * &

Feb. go Gen. Lee telegraphed the Sta.;ei 122:
partment as follows: * Ca%)ta.ln—Gener ]
turned yesterday, met with no successdl
any sort. Spaniards everywhere unfrien yf;
Rumors of coming demonstration agains
him here. I think him alilt_excel-l'gggegl:g:
but in an unfortunate position. -
rious combats reported within a week, in
eich insurgents victorlous.

Havans.

The same day he sent to the State Depart-
ment a statement of the conditlon in the
towns in the neighbarhood of the City of
Havana made by a person he had sent to

those places for the purpose of inspecting-

the number and condition of the starving.
The statement covers four towns in the
neighborhood of Havana and is largely a
repetition of the awful tale of suffering
which came from the other portiong of the
island, At Melena Del Sur, the statement
says; it s impossible for the Mayor, owmg
to the unhealthy conditions prevailing an

the want of resources, to relieve the miser-
able people, * who e in great numbers
from starvation, fever, and smallpox. There
are other towns in the same condition, for
example, Guines, Catalina, and Nadruga,
whose situation could be in some degree re-
liaved if the country people were allowed to
leave the town freely In search of food. In
some towns this is entirely prohibited, in
others they are obliged to pay a tax. Not
having anything to eat, how can they pay a
tax? In every town the first thing noticed
{s the unhealthy condition of the men.and
their total lack of physical strength.”

At Cataline de Guines the statement re-
ports the condition of the reconcentrados as
sad and desperate. There are, it says, ‘“ no
zones of cultivation,” and the reconcentra-
dos are not allowed to leave the town in
search of work or food, even with a military
pass. ‘“Food i8 spo scarce that one must
walk four or five miles before finding a sweet
potato. In these districts the relief given
}o the reconcentrados by Gen. Blanco is a
arce.”

The land near the town comprised in the
zone for cultivation, the statement further
says, has been rented by- four Span-
iards who have wealth and influence, and
they employ the few reconcentrados who
are able to work at 30 or 40 cents per day,
but nobody can leave the town without a
pass good for a month, and which costg 20
cents. The workmen have to leave at 6 in
the morning, and, not being able to take
thelr meals with them, are obliged to work
until 6 in the evening without food. The
women who leave in search of vegetables
are sometimes deprived of them on their
way back by guerrillas. In fifteen days 200
reconcentrados have died in Guines from
starvation.

“ One of the few protectors of the-recon-
centrados, in fact, a heroic one,” says the
statement further along, ‘““is a young man
named José Amohedo, whose father and
mother died attending the suffering poor,
and who himsgelf has given up eight houses
belonging to him as dwelling places for the
reconcentrados, all the contents of a grocery
store which he possessed, and who is now
as destitute as they are, but always attend-
ing to those who suffer.”

Letter iro:,rn Gen. Gomez.

On Feb. 15 Gen. Lee transmitted to the
department a letter, with its translation,
signed by the insurgent Commander in Chief,
Gen. Gomez, addressed to President McKin-
ley. Gen. Lee says the letter was delivered
by a messenger, who at once departed be-
fore he saw or had any communication

with him. The letter 1s as follows:
T(Trvaé?lsﬁmoni)mmm ’
o am ey, Presiden
United States: 7 it of the

Sir: The heroic Cuban people possess, as a
characteristic quality of its moral being,
ard developed to a high degree, one of the
most noble sentiments, namely, gratitude;
whoever has done well for Cuba wins for
himself foreyer the lively recognition of
the sons of Cuban soil.

Your great peofle has given to the world
an example of lofty virtue, and, to the
shame and staln of Spain, not only has it
shown compassion before the great mis-
fortunes brought on Cuba by the ferocious
Spanish policy, but has extended a helping
hand to the unhappy victims of the warfare
carried on by the army of that nation.

The gratitude of this people must be on
a par with that great and generous impulse,
and if Cuba, by Iits geographical situation
and the necessity' of its commercial exist-
ence, 1s called to maintain, once that it is
free, and for the mutual benefit of both
countries. closer relations with your great
Repuhlic than with any other nation what-
ever, from this day forward Cuba will con-
sider herself bound by a closer tie in the
affection it bears for the mnoble .American
magnanimity.

However true and minute may be the re-
ports you have heard, never will you be able
to form a just conception of all the blood-
shed, the misery, the ruin, and the sorrow
caused to the afiloted Cubans, to obtain her
independence, and how the despotic spirit
of Spain, irritated to the last degree be-
fore the most just of all rebelllons, has
reveled in the mo%t implacable destruction
of everything, lives and property. The
nation which at one time adopted the In-
quisition and invented its tortures lastly
conceived the concentration scheme, the
most horrible of all means to martyrize and
then to annihilate an entire people, and if
it has stopped in the path of destruction it
is due in a great measure to the cry of in-
dignation which the knowledge of such hor-
rors ungnimously drew from the States over
which you govern.

The people who are saved from extinc-
tion and whose ills your gifts assuage is
the people for whase liberty we daily shed
our blood on the fields of battle; the country
whogse independence we now conquer at the

oint of the sword for them is also for us.

10od of our blood, and flesh of our flesh,
we must rejoice with them in their joys, as
we weep and sympathize with them in their
sorrows and griefs. Bé not surprised, then,
as the General in Chief of this Cuban Army,
Y am so deeply moved at the wave of com-
passion which agitates your noble country,
and that I accede to the request of the pa-
triots I command to appear before you, the
representative of the great Nation, as the
exponent of our immense gratitude.

-1 have, therefore, Sir, to fulfill a consclen-
tlous duty by, seiting forth a fact which I
beg you will please transmit to the knowl-
edge of the persons to whom 18 recom-
mended the philanthropic mission of succor-
ln% the unhappy, destitute Cubans, and in
order that ignorance of certain antecedents
may not deprive many needy ones of the en-
joyment of that noble American charity.

‘The revolution, as absolute master of the
couniry, has never proscribed any ¢itizen,
whatever his nationality, from earning his
living, and it has happened that as soon as
the barbarous concentration decree was der-
ogated, innumerable familles have left and
still leave the city for the fields, impelled by
hunger to wrest from the fruitful Cuban
vegetation the means of relieving the most
pressing needs of life. Those unhappy. be-
ings ignore the fact that, if the Spaniards
by steel and privation have shrouded their
hearths in mouraing, so also it may be said
that the flora of Cuba was in mourning,
devastated by the bullet and torch. Where-
fore, being in the same circumstances, these
unfortunates have the same moral right to
participate in the relief furnished to meedy

- Cubans by your generous people. Many a
widow, many a mother, many an orphan,

do we meet in our way who asks of us suc-~
cor that we are not able tp give but most
sparingly, and therefore upon pointing out
to them the charity awakened in their be-
alf in your noble Nation, I desire to honor
yself by offering my services to co-oper-
ate in the mnoble 'work with all the power
and means within the reach of the forces I
command. ) .
I am, Sir, with the most distinguished con-
sideration, M. GOMEZ.

Red Cross Relief Work.

March 1 Gen. Lee reports that the distri-
bution of food, medicines, and clothing to
the destitute is proceeding satisfactorily.
The work, he says, has been well organized
and systematized under the supervisidn, and
direction of Miss Clara Barton, President
of the Red Cross of the United States, and

. One Hundred Tons of Provisions =

u 3

her setive, sble, and experienced assiotapt.-
'He sdys ‘that- the ‘mimber: of the. poor<and

destitute is so Iarge ‘that it is lﬁpdSslbIe to
relieve large numbers in each locality, but
that he can state with confidénce that, un-
der ﬁw pr%s%r.l% qgggﬁgz of d.i.gmh%thn. thﬁ,-
supplies ars yo 3L Nor 'wasted, dut rede
those  for whom they are mtengaed. i

March 14 he incloseg g letter from Consul
Walter B. Barker of Sagua, who 'requests
him to transmit the following letter, which
is addressed to hlm, (Gen.' Lée:) '

¢ Dear Sir: I will thank you to communi-
cate to the departmeéent as quickly as possi- .
blo the fact that the military commander
and other military officern ,“ﬁpsltgve},sr'r tuse
to allow 'the reconcentrados to whom I ani
{ssuing food In its raw state to procure fuel
with which to cook the food. In addition
they have prohibited this ¢lass of people
am only giving food to about gne-fifth of the
destitute;' the authorities having quit-alto«
gether) from gathering vegetables cultivat-
ed within the protection of the forts, telling
them ‘The Americans * * * propose to .
feeg‘ yay, : d to the Americansg you must
00 il

March 17 Gen. Lee informs the depart-
ment that the Gavernor General, by decree
of March 5, prorogued in all parts to March
81, 1899, the decree of the General Govern-
ment of April 19, 1897, relatlve to the sus-
penslon ‘of legal proceedings eagainst agri-
cultural real estate, with the reservation
of what meay be agreed upon by the insular
chambers * in due season.”

March 28 Gen. Lee reports that * instruce
tiong have been glven by the civil Govern-
ment of Havana that the Alcaldes and
other authoritieg shall nat glve out any
facts about the reconcentrados, and if any
of the American relief ¢ommittees should
make inquiries concerning them, all such
inquiries must be referred to him.”

Gen. Lee's dispatches conclude with a dis-
patch under date of April 1, transmitting
the decree of the Governor (ieneral termi-
nating the concentration orden ’

THE SITUATION IN MATANZAS.

Over Ninety Thousand People in a
Starving Condition—Spanish Au=
thorities Give No Ade-
quate Relief,

The communications from Mr. Brice, Con-
sul at Matanzas, number only seven or
eight, and most of them are brief. The
correspondencg from him begins with the
17th of November last, and closes with the
8th of February, 1898. Probably the most
striking feature of Mr. Brice’s communica~
tions is an anticle written on the 18th of
January last, and devoted to Cuban desti-
tution, in response to a circular letter of
the State Department dated ten days before,
* This,” he says, *intimates that help is
to be extended by the United States to the
starving people of Cuba. The news of this

relief has en known for the past two
weeks and has extended all over the prov-
ince. This Consulate has been overwhelmed
with people of all classes asking to be re-
membered when this relief comes.”

Mr. Brice then gives a number of facts
illustrating the suffering in the province.
He says there are in Matanzas Proyince
alone 80,000 people who are in actual stary-
ing condition, and require food, clothing,
and medicines, Continuing, he says: “1In
addition to the above are thousands of
families of the better classes and formerly
well-to-do, who to-day are living on one
meal a day, and that very scant. They
have sold or pawned furniture, Jewelry,
clothing, &c:, to eke out an existence unfil
all is gone or nearly so. Too proud to beg,
they suffer in silence and many die of star-
vation. The daughter of a former Governor
of this province was seen (incognito) beg-

ing on the streets of this city. Many of
hese people call on me privately at my
residence asking and praying for God's sake
to be remembered when this rellief comes
from the United States. One has to be here,
know and mingle with these people, to ful-
1y realize the terrible destitution and misery
existing in Cuba. It is to be hoped that
this relief from the United Btates will come
quickly, for hundreds ware dying daily of
starvation. Conditions are dreadful, and
nio rellef is afforded by the Spanish authori-
ties.”

In his first communication of the serles,
dated Nov. 17, Mr, Brice stated that neither
the Spaniards nor the Cubang of that sec-
tion were in sympathy with!' the proposed
autonomy and reforms. He noted the issu-
ance of the order to municipal authorities
to Issue rations and clothing, but says that
no attention was paid to it.

In this commmunication he places the death
rate at over eighty persons daily, nearly
all of whom were dying for want of faod,
medl-cines‘ and clothing. ‘‘ As I write thig,”
he says, "“a dead nesro woman lies in _the
street within two hundred yards of this Con-
sulate, starved to death. She died some
time this morning, and will lie there, may
be, for days.”

Reconcentrados Not Allowed to Worlk,

Mr., Brice also notes the issuance of an
order allowing the reconcentrados to Te-
turn to the country, but he says the re-
strictions in 'the order are such as to prac-
tically prohibit this. * If they went,” he
says, “what can they do -without money,
food, or shelter?” adding, ‘' Only those
who can obtain employment on sugar plan-
tations can Uve, Insugents say no one will
be allowed to grind in the Pravince of Ma~
tanzas. The situation is indeed deplorable,
and I am free to say mo real help can be
expected from the Spanish Government, and
the fate of the remaining reconcentrados is
slow, lingering, death from starvation.”

Writing on the 17th of December, Mr,
Brice says that the relief offered to recon-
centrados and other poor people by the Span-
ish authoritiés is ineffectual. * have,”” he
says, * personally visited the head masgters
of distributing statlons. Two thousand ra-
tions were given out for a few ‘days only
to 8§, persons. 'There are more than
12,000 starving people in this city to-day.
One out of four or six_ receive two ounces
of rice, ore and a half ounces of jerked
beef, and sometimes a small piece of bread
per diem. Even this ration of food has
been discontinued since the 11th inst.”

Mr. Brice mentions several instances of
distress, among others the following: Ina
family of seventeen, living in an old lime
kiln, all were found dead except three and
they barely alive. He says again that Gen.
Blanco's order allowing reconcentrados to
return and pultivate the crops is inoperative

| and of no avall. !

‘Writing on the 1T7th of January, b saysy |
“ The people are shut up in the cities and
towns like rats to starve. We have fifteen |
or elghfeen families of American reconcen- |
trados who own property in the country, ‘
and were they allowed to go to their homes |
could e a good living. All these have '
begged and pleaded with the authorities .
under Blanco’s order to go and were in
every case refuged.”’ ‘

IN SANTA CLARA PROVINCE.

Month Would Be Required to
Keep the Starving People
Alive in This Sec- |
tion. Alone, |

Consul Barker covers the conditions ex-
isting in Santa Clara Province in a number
of communications, beginning on the 20th
of November, 1897, and closing on the 24th

. of March last. His letters constitute one .

long story of sickness, destitution, and

' death.

Mr. Barker devoted comparatively ﬂittle:l
sbace to political questions, but one or two |
of his letters are along these lines. In ons, |

. written on Jan. 10, he volunteers some sug-

gestions to the Department of State. He
says: |
* When Spain will admit defeat no mortal

in my humble judgment dare predict. That

her plan of settlement—a.utpnomy\—is a fail-
ure, and that with this failure passes from
under her dominion the island, is not to be
questioned. Pending this admission on her '
part thousands of human beings, guiltiess :
of bringing on or having any part in the'
insurrection, are dying for want of suste-

nance. This condition must continue to in-
crease. The United States, in taking action
relative to Cuba—which seems irevitable—
desires to avoid a clash with S¥ain. Then
let Congress alter our cltizenship laws by
amending the statute relative to the decla-
ration required of persons ‘becoming citi-
zens by naturalization, so that the subjectg
or citizens of any government at present
residing at Cuba may go before any United
States Consul in that island and make dec-
laration of his inténtion of ‘becoming a
citizen of the United States, which shall
entitle them to recognition as citizens, un-
til the expiration of two years, when they
be required to reside in the United States
unfil five years shall haye elapseéd before
Being granted naturalization papers. With
such a privilega I am confident 80 per cent.
of the resident Spaniards, the hitherto dom-
inant party and taxpayers, will avail them-
selves of this opportunity of rebuking the
mother country for attempting to foist upon
them changes in the existing laws of the
island. Such a_step would cause the home
subjects as well as the Government to ac-
dquiesce 'without disturbance in ‘the loss of
the island.” R :
"Mr, Barker then suggests that the United .

States gpaii'qfﬂer hergqu offices to Spaln
A2

few' 'of decuring™ an grmistes of

with 3 d 1riy }
sb'ty' days’ duration 'for th,g"purpct_svs of

‘nj
digoiis'sliig terms of settlement between

Spain and the insurgents, the-United States
to be the umpire, ending negotiations he
"g%md have all traops quarfergd and held in
the'large fortified coast towns, in 'order that
the concentrados may return to the country
and to '¢émployment.”"Hq adds that the relief
from the United States must be ¢ontinued or
the people must starve sq long as there is
an armed Spanish“soldier in tlhie country,
“ since these people, for fear of being mur-
dered, do .not go to their country homes.”
the 15th of January Mn Barker says:
[n' this Congular district a ‘relgh of terror
and anarchy prevails, which the authoritles,
even if so disposed, are utterly powerless to
control or in any measurg subdue. Aside
from the suffering &nd desperation caused
by the unparalleled destitution, I regard the
situation  as rapidly” asstuming a~critical
stage. As stated herstofore, in no way have
the authorities departed m the policy
%'grsuad by the late, but not lamented, Gen.
eyler. Spanish ‘troops as well as the
guerrillas under the ecruel chiefs Carreraz,
Olavarrietta, and Lazo continue to despoil
the country and drench it with the blood of
non-combatants. Although the ‘bando’ of
the Captain Generil provides that laborers
may return to estates, it restricts their op-
erations to those having a garrison. Last
week @ number belonging to the * Sta, Ana’
estate, located within a league of Sagua,
and owned by Mr, George Thorndiks of
Newport, R. L, were driven off after return-
ing, and were refused permits as a protec-
tion by the military commander, Mayor

u?g

Laomo, one of the trusted officers under the

‘Weyler régime.”
Extent of the Starvation.

The latter part of Mr. Barker's corre-
spondence, beginning with the 12th of
March, is devoted to a statement of the
relief labors and an estimate of the funds
required to continue this work. He states
that from the 15th of February to the 12th
of March he cared for 1,200 persons, in-
creasing the number on the relief list efter
that date to 2,000. He then details the
work done by the Red Cross Society, the
various local committees, and others, t
each of whom he gives due credit. av-
ing done this, Mr, Barker states his opin-
jon to be that if provision could be made
to care for 25,000 persons in that province,
whatever might be left would manage to
survive. He thought that to keep 25,000
persons alive would require 80 tons of pro-
visions a month. He then stated that of

- the 5,000 utterly destitute in that ecity the

Mayor had in a manner relieved about one-
third of the number with rations of rice
and beans. In_ this communication M.
Barker indicated that the Spanish local au-
thorities were willing to accept ald from
the United States, and he added that while
he had been generally doubtful of the will-
ingness of the mlilitary authorities to re-
celve this assistance, he had accepted their
co-operation when convinced it was ten-

" dered with sincerity.

On the 24th of March Mr. Barker in-
creased his estimate as to the amount of
fooll necessary to keep life in the people of
that province. In the telegram of that date

the sald that fifty tons were needful for that
time and that the distress was far eater
than his former reports had shown. In the

letterof this date he reoounts the particulars
of a visit to Santa Clara, the seat ©of Gov-
ernment of the province of the same name,
where he learned from his own agents and
izlso from the Governor of the province that
he number of persons in actual want ex-
ceeded any estimate which he had previous-
1y sent to the Government and he had said

~only three days before that' he thought

, attention or medicine.”

twenty ‘tons per month should be added to
the eighty tons previously suggested. In
this communication Mr. Barker says. ‘ The
distress is simply heartrending. Whole

families without clothing to hide their na- ‘|

kedness are sleeping on the bare ground,
without bedding of any kind, without food,
save to such as we have been able to reach
with provisions sent by our own noble peo-

. pl(laj ‘and the most distressing feature is that

fully 60 per cent. are ill, without medical

Mr, Barker adds
that if §$5,000 could be telegraphed to Con-
sul General IL.ee blankets, cots, and medi-
oines could be purchased there In the seve-
ral towns adjacent, and thus sava thousands
who must
sending of these supplies from the United
States. ““I have,” he says, *found the
civil Governor willing to lend every aid in
his power, but he admits that he can do
nothing but assist with his civil officers in

! expediting relief sent by the United States.

The, military obstruct in every way pcssi-
ble. .

In the earlier portion of his correspond-
ence Mr. Barker indicates the reasons why
Gen. Blanco’s orders relleving the recon-
centrados must prove of no avail. He says
that while the first article of the order
grants permission to the starving class to
return to the country, the third articl
abrogates this permission in exacting tha
the places to which they go must be gar-
risoned. * This condition .alone, he says, will
preclude over half of these poor unforti-
nates, for their homes are In ruins, and the
sugar estates able to maintain a guard can
care for but a small percentage of ‘the
whole. Mr. Barker says that while he does
not question the good jintention of thos
in power, yet “ it is a self-evident fact tha
the authorities are utterl elpless to ex-
tend any rellef to those who ’ha.ve thus far
survived the pangs of hunger.” Mr, Barker
says his observation does not bear out the
statement made by the Captain General
through a letter to the Spanish Minister
hat * extension zones af cultivation have
been organized, thdt dally rations are pro-
vided by the State, and that work is fur-
nished.”

Mr. Barker alsa points out the impracti-
cability of grinding cane under the present
conditions. He says in a letter of the 20th
of November that he had interviewed most
of the large planters in his Consular district
and that they had stated that unless as-
sured of immunity from the insurgent Chief,
Gomez, they would not attempt to gring,
as by so doing they would ?eopard:ze their
propert¥. He adds that it is “ a fact that
the military are powerless to glve this
necessary protection.”

An Appaliing Death Roll.

Mr. Barker devotes much space to the
suffering and mortality of the people cf his
province, He places the mortality figures
for six of the prinecipal cities of his dis-
triet for the period beginning with Jan. 1
and ending Nov., 18, 1897, at 80,580, He
says this is the official record, and that
fully 25 per cent. should be added to gover
deaths o%) which no record was kept. n-
doubtedly,” he says, ‘' one-half the con-
centrated People have died, and to-day
Spanish soldiers are companion victims of
the surviving non-combatants. This ap-
palling death roll i3 mute yet convineing
proof of the terrible destruction of life as

i & result of the main policy pursued in at-

© trayal,

tempting to subjugate the island. With
me the conviction is firmly rooted that
within sixty days 90 per cent. of the popu-
lace will reach a state of craving hunger,
nor do I feel that I am speaking chimeri-
cally when I include the rank and file of
the Spanish Army. The true status as
viewed at present will bear out this opinion.
The suffering among the troops as well as
the reconcentrados simply beggars por-
while discontent ripens daily.”

In a communication dated Dec. 13, 1897,
Mr. Barker relates the particulars of a visit
he made to flve of the principal railroad
towns in his Consular district, which tour

. had been undertaken to verify previous

statements. This trip covered the towns of
Santa Clara, Cruces, Esperanza, Jicotea,
and Santa Domingo, and of it he says ‘ the
destitution is simply too harrowing to re-
¢ite and must become intensified each day.
The death rate for last month shows an in-
crease of about 25 per cent, In these towns
I got my information from the Mayors of
each. From them I learned that while there
there was an issue of food running from
threa to five days, beginning on the 8th ult.,

. eonsisting of ten ounces of bacon or jerked

beef and six ounces of rice for adults, with

i half this allowance for children under four-

teen years, the pittance given was sufficlent
only for one-fourth to one-tenth of the
starving. No further rellef has been given
up to date, and the Mayorsg of these towns
dre euthority for stating that the Captain
General had ordered the discontinuance of
food to the concentrados.” This order from
the Captain General was apparently given
because of the insufficlency of the food sup-
ply for the Spanish soldiers, The Mayor of
Santa Clara also _told Mr. Barker that the
military commander had informed him that
he was to give food to no ene having rela-
tives in the Ingurrection, which would ex-
clude 75 per ¢eént. of the destitute, From
this Mr. Barker concludes that ‘however
sincere may be the desire to help the recon-
centrados by the Spanish authorities, they
are powerless to do so for want of means.
He also states that all popular subscriptions
have proved a total failure ‘‘ because the
Cubans are poverty stricken and the Span-
fards will contribute nothing.”

Soldiers on Scant Rations.

Mr. Barker dwells In almost all of his com-~
munications upon the paucity of food of the
Spanish soldiers. In this of the 13th of De-
cember he says: “On my recent trip I
found the Spanish soldiers are not only suf-
fering for necessary food, but I was often
appealed to by these pitiable creatures for
medicine. One has only_to look upon them
to be assured of the needs complained of.”

In his letter of the 28th of December Mr.
Barker repeats his observation upon the
suffering and destitution among the recon-
centrados, saying ‘ how could the situation
be otherwise, since the island is producing
absolutely nothing save sormie growing cane,
and is at the same time campletely exhaust-
ed of all food. Rellef alone can be obtained
from the outer world in the way of charita-
ble contribution. To grind {he cane withs

die if compelled to await the -

‘out fnte

- omists were coming to the front,
i investigation, however, he was convinced

rruptionwoufd be the me uns-of save
ing the lives of thousands, who without this
O SRl Pl e over & motn
mus @ of actual hunger. X :
since the planters.were officlally adyised o
Spain’s’ fngbility to provide protection - in
order to operate tiits lmqlg’thTh%fa.rl\?iasvﬁ Eﬁg
sugar growers entirely in ihg ha

Cubans in revolt as %;o whether they will be
allowed to grind without hindrance or fear
of total destruction’of their propérty. I know
thg{: s%rlet Ordersé hav& lze{el%dgivgg é{)r ;ﬁg-
ordinate commanders tha er -
stances must mills.be permitted to grind

under penalty of violatlon of the order for

the destruction of property.””

In several places in Mr. Barker’'s letters
stars are inserted, showing that portions of
them have been omitted. These omissiong
are generally in places where 'he deals with
the condition of the reconcentrados.

CONSUL HYATT’S REPORTS.

Political Affairs in the Hastern End of
the: Island, Where the Insurgtﬂ}t&
Are Generally in Control.

The reports on the condition of - affairs
at Santlago are made by Consul Hyatt, be-
ginning on the 16th of November last. Mr.
Hyatt had then but recently returned to the
island, and he beginsg his reports with a
review of the conditlons of the insurgents
and of the autonomists, He had been dis-
posed, he says, to believe that the insur-
gents were weakening and that the auton-
After

that such was not the faot. * The change
of policy as expressed by Captain General
Blanco is,” he says, *“doubtless modify-
ing the feeling of resentment which for-
merly prevailed, and should the near future
prove discouraging to the insurgents would
doubtless smooth the way to pacification.”

In this same communication Mr. Hyatt
discusses the policy which the United States
should pursue. Among property holders,
whether Americans or citizens of other na-
tlonalities, he says there is but one senti-
ment. This sentiment is elther * hands
off,” or such active intervention as will
quickly terminate the struggle. ‘They, he
says, greatly deprecate constant agitation,
which makes the governing classes enemies
to American interests and brings no cor-
respondig advantages. In & letter dated
Nov. 26, Mr. Hyatt says: * The text of
the new autonomy, as published here, is
not meeting with favor by the most ardent
friends of Spain. There is, however, a feel-
Ing of relief and safety since the change
in the Captain Generalship.” A portion
of this dispatch is withheld by the State
Department.

Writing on the 6th of December, Mr.
Hyatt said: *The reconcentration order
is relaxed, but not removed, but many peo-

pPle have reached a point where it is a mat-
ter of entire indifference to them whether
it 1s removed or not, for they have lost
all interest in the problem of existence.
A oensus of the island taken to-day, as
compared with one taken three years ago,
would, I feel confident, show that two-
Egierdgp of ltzhe AI}‘esidentsl are missing, and
anis my wou

Showinam v d make no better

Deo. 14 Mr, Hyatt svrotet * The order of
reconcentration has now been. practically
wiped out, and, so far as the Spanish Gov-
ernment iS concerned, men go about nearly
as they please. The insurgents and their
sympathizers will unqueswonably take ad-
vantage of the revocation to get from the
towns and citles what they need and other-
wise strengthen their cause. The effects on
agrioultural pursuits will be disappointing,
because the great majority of those who
would or should take up the work joined
the insurgent forces when compelled to
leave their homes, and the portion which
came within the lines of reconcentration are
women, children, old and sickly people,
most of whom seem to have little interest
in the problem of life. There is no one to

PN

take thess people back to the flelds and

utilize their remaining strength. Their
houses are destroyed, the fields are over-
grown with weeds, they have ng seeds to
p'lant, and if they had, they could not live
s5ixty or eighty days until the crop matured,
which, when grown, would more than likely
be taken by one or the other of the con-
tending parties.” Closi.n; this communica-
tion, Mr. Hyatt says: “1I give it as my
opinlon, an opinion that 1s not biased in
favor of Cuba, that Spain will be compelled
to prosecute a far more vigorous war than
has yet been done if she conguers in Cuba.
I think I speak advisedly when I say that
in this end of the island at least there are
many thousand square miles where the foot
of the Spanish soldier has mnever trod.
Within this zone the insurgents have their
families, corral their horses and cattle, and
raise their crops. Why Spaln, with a iarge
body of as obedlent and brave goldiers as
ever shouldereu a gun, has not penetrated
these grounds and scattered to the four
winds the comparatively small body of men
who are thers is a question I wwill not at-
tempt to answer. As I write a man is dy-
ing In the street in front of iny doomn the
third in a comparatively short time."”

Death Rate in That Disirict.

Mr. Hyatt’s letter of the 21st of December
deals largely with the sickness and the
death rate on the island, which he charac~
terizes as appalling., Statistics, he says,
make a grievous showing, but come far

short of the truth. ‘The disease is generally
brought on by insufficlent food. © men-
tions some who are attacked who have
plenty, but these recover quickly, while oth-
ers die or make very slow recovery. The
revalling disease 13 sometimes called pa-
udal fever, and at other timeg la grippe,
and It 1s epldemic rather than contagious.
At the date of this letter from 80 to 40 per
cent. of the people wera afflicted with it.
He also reported smallpox and yellow fever
as prevailing, and said that out of a total
of 16,000 soldiers recently sent to Manzanillo
nearly 5,000 were in hospitals or quartered
on 'the people. Dr. Caminero, United States
Sanitary Inspector, had reported at that
time that there were over 12,000 persons sick
in bed, not counting those in military hos-
pitals. Thig is at least 35 per cent. of the
entire population. Mr, Hyatt adds that
quinine, the only remedy of awvail, is gold at
a price ten times higher than in the United
States, He says that steamers coming into
the port give out soup once a day to the
walting throngs, and that fresh meat sells
at from 650 cents to $1 per pound. .

Bribes for Auntomomists,

Mr, Hyatt dealt with the efforts to estab-
lish autonomy in a letter dated Jan. 1,
saying that the scheme had been pushed
with great vigor, * almost or quite to the
point of forcing men ito join the party when
they could not be hired by a minor office.
‘When here a few days since Gen. Pando
sent for a Mr. Lora and said: *You have
two actlve and influential brothers in the
rebel army. You must go at once to these
brothers and tell them to come in and join
the gutonomist party and they will be pro-
vided for by me.! Mr. Lora repled: ‘I
ran away from my home to escape joining
the Insurgents; my brotherw chose to join
them. I will obey your commands If you
desire to sacrifice my life. My brothers
would order me shot on the spot if I ap-

roached them with your proposition.’ Gen.

ando withdrew his command. Enrigque Ca-

' peiles, who was Governor of this province

" some four years ago, returned to

8 same
position about a2 month since. He has
worked with great emergy to build up the
autonomist party, but he resigned to-day
and took a solemn oath that he would never
agaln set foo(ti on Cuban soil. He declarsed
timgelf both discouraged and disgusted.”

Mr. Hyatt writes on Jan. 8 that ‘“ whole-
sale removals of Spanish officers from civil
positions are mmade sweeping orders with
instructions to fill their places with Cuban
autonomists. About a week since there
came gn order dismissing every employe of
the Custom House in this city, to take effect
as soon ag proper autonomists could be
found to fill their places. * * * In many
cases where Cubans are anticipating the
acceptance of an office they have sent to
the ficld to ask germnsswn from insurgent
officers. 1t will thus be seen that Cubans
are moving very slowly In accepting au-
tonomy, As yet only two employes of the
customs service have been named, the Col-
lector and Finst Deputy. Against these a
strong remonstrance was at once sent In,
so the entire old corpg are still In place
The newly appointed Provinctal Governor
Chavez has been here for Several days, but
as yet has not taken charge.” Apparently,
much of this communication had been elim-
inated before it was sent to Congress. Mr,
Hyatt closes it with a statement that * nu-
merous dead bodies at the cemetery are
carried over from day to day, because the
sexton is unable to bury them, with his
present corps of assistants, as fast as they
come.”

Insurgents PreventAgricultural Worlk

On the 12th of January Mr. Hyatt In-
closed a translation of an order issued by
Gen. Gomez forbidding the grinding of the
sugar crop for the years 1897 and 1898. He
adds that in that part of Cuba all idea of

making a sugar crop is entirely abandoned,
and he says that the stoppage of industries
will not halt with this, but that coffee and
other agricultural crops fall under the same
ban. Mr, Hyatt also says thdt he had had

hope that after the reygcation of the res .
concentration’ “order no’ difficulty would
be’found inreinstating ‘American industries,- .
but that it appears ‘‘ that all of the fbeneﬂtﬁ
that should have eccrued to our citizens are
thwarted by the action of the Insurgens,
who refuse to allow them to return fo thelp
sugar, coffee, and other estates.”” H¢ mens
tions the inhibition on operating the Pompo
mines of manganess ore; and instances seve
eral sugar estates which' are held up and
which, he says, are becoming more worthe
less than before.” This letter, like several
others of Mr. Hyatt, indicates that ime
portant parts are omitted. He closes by
saying: ‘“It ig beyond the power of my Den
t0 deéscribe the situation in Eastern Cubd,
Squalidity, starvation, sickness, and dea
meet one in all places. Beggars throng o
doors and stop us on the streets. The de
in large mumbers remaih over from day” to
day in the cemeteries unburied.”
Begging for Food.

In his communication of the 25th of Janux
ary, Mn Hyatt says: * The military situae
tion 1s completely overshadowed in impor=
tance by starving, struggling masses, whose

_ery i * Bread, or I perish.’ This Consulate
is besleged to an extent that blocks the gh=-
trance and greatly retards business. They
have heard that the people of the Unite
States are giving funds for their relief, and
have not thé patience to wait. I could nathe
three Americans here who contribute
monthy over $300 toward feeding the poor,
but it i as nothing compared with the peo-
ple's necessities. Men, women, and chil-
dren, homeless and almost naked, roam
the streets by day, begsging of every on
they meet, or at every door they pass, an
sleeping at night anywhere they can. da
place to lie down. If the present death rat
should continue there would nat be a s0
left in the city at the end of five years. Fo»
the masses it is speedy help or sure death.”

On the 81st of January Mr. Hyatt detafls
some of the particulars of the visit of Capt.
Gen. Blanco to Santiago. He mentions ?
conversation he had had with Col. Marsh o
Gen. Blanco’s staff, and says that the latter,
upon leaving, said to him: “I shall ¢
at all times most happy to use whatever in-
fluence I may have with Gen. Blanco in se-
curing a favorable solution of any mamterg
that you may desirg to present to him.’
As a result of this interview, Mr, Hyatt see
cured the release from customs duties of a

., quantity of quinine then in the port and
order releasing all future consignments o
this medicine.

Atrocities by Insul:gents.

In this communication Mr., Hyatt men~

| tions the destruction of a railroad train by
dynamite bombs near Bantiago at the time

of Gen. Blanco’s visit, saying that it was

“believed that the insurgents were responsie
ble for the destruction, because they believed
Gen, Blanco to be on the train. Two cars

! were shivered in atoms, five passengers

were killed outright, and twenty-two badly,
| wounded.

Mr, Hyatt writes on the 1st of F¥ebruary
last as follows: ‘ The era of good feeling i:i
passing away, while bitter words and crue

"acts are again coming to the front., Thosgs

engaged in works of mercy are enouncgd
for keeping alive a tribe that ought to be
dead, but it cannot be said there is no ex-
cuse for harsh judgment. The stoppage of
all agricultural pursuits and the blowing up
of cars containing innocent people cannot
be Jjustified even under the guise of war,
Bxtremists of both sides seem able to domi-
nate the sentiments of their respective pare
ties, while a deep feeling of personal hatred
pervades their breasts,

‘“ Gen. Blanco’s mild and humane poliay
.meets with but a feeble response from his
own followers; while the urgents laugh
at the old man who throws sods and grass
instead of stones, Autonomy is already &
dead issue, while buying insurgent leaders
thus far is not a marked success, the in-
surgent Generals having already imprisoned
several officers suspected of venallity.” L%
Hyatt In this letter again quotes Col Marsh,
attributing to him the following sentimenti
*“ Spain falls to comprehend that Cuba has,
as it were, two mothers, a political one,
which is Spain; a commerclal one, which 18
the United States, and the political mother
fails to see that the commerci mother
has any ts, while the commercial moth-
er cannot shake off H&r respousibility, for
God hag made them mnext-door neighbors,”
Mr. Hyatt closes this letter as follows; *“
do not believe that the Western Continen
has ever witnessed death by starvation
%%11135.1,10 that which now exists in Bastern

a. ’

Arrival of American Relief Supplies.

On Beb. 15 Mr, Hyatt reports the first
arrivel of rellef from the United BStates,
which came in the shape of medicines
The people scemed especially pleased to
recelve gquinine, and he says that to nearly
gvery family this medicine was as acceptas

ble as gold. He says that all classes, in-
cluding the physicians, the church dignis
taries, and the ies of the clty, joined in
its distribution among the indigent sick. He
says that, with the free use of qQuinine the

death rate of the city fell 20 cent, the
first week, and he adds‘that becausa of
the good effeots of this medicine, American

regidents have recelved a decided boom. The
doctorg found after a little experience that
it only required about omne-fifth of the
amount of American medicine to break a
fever which was required of the quinine
received beforg it was used.

On Feb. 260 Mr, Hyatt reported the par-
ticulars of the four days’ distribution of
food supplies received from thq United
States, The rations weré issued in the
court attached to the Consulate, the people
being admitted by the police throuijhéa Cal=
riage driveway., *“ As 1 write” hg say
*“the street 1s blocked by the ~ hun ?
throng for nearly a square above end be-
low the entrance. I have requested the po-
lice to admit the most delicate and feebl
first, as many of them are unable to stan
very long in such & crowd.” He estimated
at that time that there were 18,000 peoplé
. in that city needing relief, He says that
' thirty of the best ladies of the city divided

the city into fifteen districts, issuing ration
' tickets according to the number of persons

in each house, a week’s rations being issued
to each person recelving a ticket, On the
first day rations were issued to 879 persons,
and for the entire four days under consid-
. eration to 3,068. He also gave moderate
" quanties of supplies to the oharitable instie
tutions of the city and towns near by,

In the last communication of the serles
from Mr. Hyatt, dated March 24 last, he
says: ‘‘ Property holders, without distinc~
tion of nationality, and with few exceptions,
strongly desire annexation, having but lit-
tle hope of a stable Government under
either of the contending forces, and they
view with regret the indifference, nay, the
repugnance of the American people to such
a union, and still hope that a combination
of circumstances will yet bring it about,
but such a move would not %e populazm
among the masses.” Referring to the pri-
mary election held on the previous Sunday
to elect officers to hold an election on the
27th of the same month, Mr. Hyatt says
that no ons seemed to know anything about
it until it was over, and theo Autonomlstz

won the election. *‘ A member of tha
perty,’” he says, “told me that they me
quietly and did their voting. There is no
evidence that the people in general intend to
take part in the coming election. Circulars
are now out urging the people to turn out
and sustain the Government to the end tha.;
peace and prasperity may speedily come.’
Mr, Hyatt also states that some of the
sugar estates are now making sugar on
small scale, but that there was no groun
for faith in their ability to go ahead.

Mr. Hyatt makes reference to tha mill-
tary operations in Eastern Cuba in many
places, but does_not attempt to go into
these In detall. In one portion of his cor-
respondence he refers to the effort of a Mn
Rigney, an American sugar planter, mear
Manzanillo, to prepare for cane grinding
during the coming season. *“ A few nights
since,”” he says, “ the Insurgents fired seven
cannon shots among his buildings, one ball
passing through the roof of his house,
‘Americans were hopeful that they would
be allowed to make their crop,_but_theé
action of the insurgents joward Mr. Rig=
ney gives the problem a doubtful aspect.
It may have been a personal matter against
Mpr. Rigney.”

AT SAGUA LA GRANDE.

Vice Consul Jova Sees No Hope for the
Plans of Autonomists.

John F. Jova, Vice Consul at Sagua la
Grande, under date of Nov. 11, 1897, gives
his views of the autonomist policy promised
by Spain. He takes strong grounds against
it, saying that an autonomist party in that
district could not exist. After giving his
reasons, he says: * Itishard to see in what
way Spain is going to establish this new
system. It will always be without a stable
foundation, without & basis and maintained
by a very infirm, insignificant auxiliary. In
the meantime the concentrados, the major=
{ty innocent persons ‘who had no more as-
pirations than to till their little farms, con-
tinue perishing. It is impossible to describe
the extent and intensity of such tremendous
suffering; of such iniquitous, unjust, and
sinful inquisition. to annihilate thousands
of women and children. If this Godless
combination could be accurately represented
it would seem an exaggeration induced by
stirred fellow feeling with sensibility of
heart. Moving among the unceasing crowd
of famished beggars, one can scarcely do

,more than commiserate the undeserved
" misfortunes. No ‘history in the world,
i ancient or modern, saw an instance of this
" frightful, dreadful suffering. Perhaps civi-
i lization has not seen its like. In conclusion
| I beg to state, in my humble judgment the
, efforts toward the enforcement of the re-
, form of autondomy will

prove altogether fu=
' tile."” ) .



