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opy •. New-'YOrk,.J~ary 10, 1895. 

ro the Honor;.ble 

The Seoretáry otthe Treasu¡r' 

Washington, D. C. 

be~ Sir: 
,

I ~ have very good grounds tor believing,that the yachts Lac;n~a & 

f.madi S' are on a fi11bustering expedit ion. They both 1eft New York 
I ~
 
~anuary 4th, and are to stop at e1ther ~vannah or Fernánd1na, p~e~
 
I 

ly for ar.ms and anrlln1tion. ~One oí them oarr1es a numberof fish
, . 

rme..n'. d6r1es arxt the on1y use they oan be put to 18 for'lil,nding a 

large number' or'men on the ooast. oí whateveroountry the exped1tion 1. 
i 
intended rore Again both yaehts have a supp1y'oí ooal on board for a 

~onL voyage and their movements and arrangements t¡ave been macie wi th¡ . • -_. '-._-.. 

\r.e greatest seerecy. They "ere both chartered by the one man, so 1 \ 
. . 

is no pleasure tripe 1 expect to get more info:tmation in a day or ta' 

two and -i11 give i t to you·,. and in the meantime.,ou1d respee t~lly 

ask that the1r movements be carefu11y watche4 and 1 be protected in 

'by 

... 

our Governmeni in -s~h cases.' 

1 wou1d al~ 
fI 

re'spectful'ly ask, that my name may be kep~_seoret foro 

my own pro. teo tion. 
/' " 

( 



..: .. ' 
....\ "" 

?'	 s. 
í" 

Have just got ',ord 
o', 

that': th'é 'yaó~t L2r;Onda has arr1v~d at Fernan:'~,· 

Una. 
" ' 

..	 Respeo't.fulfY,.1
• ". • ,1 

, .. 
, " "James BateWell~ I 



._----_..Copy. 
, \' . ' ,

TELEGRAM. 

Fernanáiria, Fla., Jan. ~lJ~895• 

• 
\

To Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, 

,Washington, D. C•. 

Steam Yacht Lagonda' arrived rro, Ne.. York ttound' oto soma port in 

South Amerioaunder suspicious olrcumstances havirig twenty casel 
: <\ 

=erchand1se on board which the agent refuses to allow 'examined. 

Please wire', 1nstruo tions. ' 

-;-- '.---y---- ... George L. Baltzell, 

, Collector o f Customs. 



!COpy.	 --,' 
.' :. ',- . 

,-. . 

-Ñ~'~ YorkJ .. JánU~y ..l~, 1895., 

:.. ;-- ' 

... 
., -. . , 

. .... . .:.,. ~ 
TQ the Honorab le 

:: . 

Washington, D. C~ .	 ..- ... : , 

Dear	 Sir: 

Pleaseinote. enqlosed 'cut: from the New York Worl:d oí to-day.ho~' 
._'.. -.	 ~ .;' 

. :. .,·-,1 .. . ".~ '. ,._' .:....:~;. '"'. . . . - . . 
finning my 1nformat.io~· ~o you"y.hder date 01 January 10, 1895~.·· r 1 

. .. . . ...... ,:~., . '. . i 

.. ....... ~... ~ 

would respectfully: again. ask that·, my olaim tor reward be recogniz~ 
. .' . ".. ' .. ". .	 ~--

i f .tr.e yachts or 'a.rmJ'án4"" amD.i·n1 tioll' oro other pr'óperty' oí the exped1- ...	 . , 

tion	 be confiscated.

1 reinain J..
,. 

ti,1 '. 
.~oUr. '9ped1ent /lerva~t'J 

'1' 

c. 
. . James Batewell J 

38 Broo~StreetJ 
, 

"' .....	 New York· ei ty•. 
, .. •. ': 

_ ":0 •. _ ... "'!"r . 



Copy.
 
.~ 

T.	 B. S. o)tflcc ot the .iecrd:u:U, 

UashtngtatÍ, ;y. ~., J 11 18. anuary ). 95. 

' 

TELEGRAM. 

The Segretary oí State: . 
• • J • 

, The fo11owing te1e~am has just been received from the Collector 

oí Customs at Fernand1na:. 
.- / 

'Ste~ yacht 'Lagonda' arrived from New York bound to soma port 
I in Sou th Amerioa under' susptoious c1rcUD;lStancea having twenty o~e.{· 

. .	 . . . J 
Imerchandise on board'which the acent refuses to a11ow'exanuned. 
'Please 'wire 1nstructions. 1 

- -. . 

Answer 18 de1ayed to awa1 t any suggestlon yuu may think proper to 

(Signed) S. Wike, 

Assistant Sec~etary. 

E. T. C. 

Charge Departmerit. 



¡opy.
 

TREASURY,,'DEPAftTMENr J .. . _..... . ~. 

-:. _._~.- .. 
(TELEGRAM~) ,,:' , 

t 
.. ..... 

I ' .. '.. 
'''';'''.",,-0~ 

wa.hideton~,,, D~ c." J:~. 12}:,is9S'.,,0 

r 

, , 

,'''''. 

• • jo • ~  ,J -:,
, '.' 

From(~~Pt. state.' 

To Hon.' Scqtt, Vlike •. 
" ',', ," ", " ,', , ',' :,0, ° ' , ',; '",\.;~;:~.,< .~ " : '" _',:,,', :,~:, , .... ,,' , 

Answer~ng telegr~ .yest~rdaY about yacht" Lágonda th11" Department 
, " , J :' .. o' 

has received n~ inro~tion; t~nd1ng te thrów ,11ght en the'nature ot ' 

the cargo. 
, , 

. .w. <1. Gresham. 



\. 

Copy. 
T.	 B. S.,' , @Ulce of the .§ccl:daqJ, 

&tnsl1lngton, ~: ~'.,-' January 12-) 1895. 

, TELEGRAM. 

..~Collector Custoros,	 . ' .. 

Fernand~na )~. ,F1~ri da. 

Case yacht lLagondal 'stated to Máve on board suspicious cargo) 

reported to secret~ state)" and Department 1s awa1 ting reply. 

, (Signed) s. Wike) 

Ac ti ng Secretary. 
E. T~ c. 

Charge Department~' 



;opy.
 

TELEGRAM•
 

• 

- . 

To fiOn. Secretary o~f the Treasury, 

Washington) 
I 

D. C. 

\Vi lliam L. Mo·ore'. owner oí yacht Lagooda w1res me to deta1ri ves";' 
. . ...: '. ': :.. . '. . I .' . 

: sel. Ollotes seotions fifty-two'eibhty-nine and ninety revised ~tat-
1----· 

.. 
utes. He s~ysoharter 1s violated and oancelled. Sliall 1 do so 1. 

. .. ~ " ."... - . .~ ~.' . 

Col lector. 



Copy.	 <9fttce .ot the .icctdaqy, 
T. B. S. 

'Bllsltington, ~. Q!;., .. J .'. 
, anuary 12) 1895. 

TELEGRAM. 

Collector eustoms J 

Fernandina) Fla. 

Ir case yacht I Lagorida.1 " cover~ by	 Art1cle one-thirty-~1x) 

reeulations eighteen-ninet~t~o, take aoti~n according1y. Report 
.. 

fullyand immediately what further suspicious'c1rc~tancesattaoh 
~ 

te the ve"s'sel other than. that age.nt
,	 

refuses to allow inspection. 

(Signed) s. Wike).. 
Acting Secretary. 

E. T. '·C • 

. , 

Charge nepar~ent. 



, .. 
14425N~ ,
 

.. , . 
~r.easurn ~~ttrttttent," 

, . <9tticc ct tbc .icc:tctarg, 
, ,.-, , , 

-....' 

Copy. ftashtngtOli, ~. ~., 

T. B. S. 

" 

Collector oí Cust~sJ 

Fernandina, Fla. 

Sir: 
r· 

In reply to your telegram dated yesterday•. the fo11owing message,. . 

signed by myse1í, was ~e~t you to-day, viz: 
f. . 

IIí case yacht'Lagonda'" covered by Artiole. o'ne-th.ir~y-s1x, 

'reculations eighteen-ninety-.two, take aotion aC90rdingly. . Report 
·'fully and immediately what."further 'suspic1ous oircumstances attach 
• to the vessel other than that agent refusea to a110w 1nspeotio·n. ' 

,
The 

, 

Secretary oí State iníorms the Department under this' date
, . 

t~at his Department, has no information' tendine tOo throw light on the 

nature o f the' cargo •. 

Respectf~11y Y9urs, c. 

(Signed) S., W1ke, 
"'(

Aoting Seoretary. 
E. T ~ c. 



:opy. -. 1~5N•. ~ .t 

'~.~!~.~rn.~.epnrtnieut, 
T. B. S. 

Q)tttce ot thc.icttdatg, 

fitasht~lgton!~. ~·i . Janu-ary la) 1895. 

TELEGRAM. 

Collector Custo~) 

New York, N. Y•.. 

Please report regarding yaohts ;(Laeonda' and 'Amad1s' stated to 
, . 

have cleared fromyour pQrt~bbut fourth 1~stant) with suspicious 
o-

cargo. .. Lagondal 1s a t -Fernand1na• 
.

(Signad) s. W1ke J 

ActiPIT Secretary. 
. E. r: c. 

Charge Department. 



COpy •
 

- I 

Fernand1naj Fla., Jan 12,1895. 

. 

ro Han. seoretary', of-.the 
, 

Treasury, 
(" 

; 
- . 

1 have taken charge oí yacht Lagondaj examined cases aboard and 

found they 'co·ntainéd. ca.n"t~ens, knaps'aoks and be1t s which appear to' be 
.. .- ;: . . . 

second han~-!.., Havejust found in river thrown overboardírom yacht 
. . . 

.' I . 
. ' 

two ca.se·s "hiclí contain cutlassea and knapsaoks. Pr1vate telegr~ 

indicate the yacht'· has or 1s about to engage in sc;une kind oí suspi-
I 

e icu s traffl0. rlease advise.next step. 

G. L.~,Ba1 tze11, 

Collecto!J, 
'" 



tOPY.
 

TELEGRAM. 

Fernand1na, Fla.) Jan. 13, 1895. 

~o' the lIon. Seoretary oí the TreaSury I ( 
Washington, D. C. 

·Capt. oí ya~ht Lagonda voiuniari1Y iníorms me that he threw over
0# • 

oard several oases containing guns ;(nd cartridges before inspe~tor 

rri ved aboard. 1 have teleeraphed distriot attorney to be here 
. . 

omorro" • Norweg1a.n frui t steamer Baracoa arrived here thi s mor"tl1ng 

onsi bIled to sa.me a,eent.. as l,agonda' and i s r{port--ed 'to be suspicious. 

~de careful.examdnat1on oí this steamer. but found nothin~ susp~-

cious. Will watch her c1osely. 

- G'~ L. Baltze11) 

Co11ector. 



Copy. 
O)tttce t1t the .ic:ctdarg,

,.- : 

" " 'Rlnshington,~. ~., J~uary 14; 1895,\. ',--
~. 

\,

The Honorable-

The Attorney General. 
• 

e'Sir: 

1 have the honor to tranaRd't herew!th, copies oí papers relating 

to the yacht~ 'Laeonda', stated to have on board at,Fernandina) Flo~ 
~- .. ~ •• o •• _..... ••• •• 

ida) certain munitions oí war. The Colléotor 'oí CUstoms' at Fernan-
I 

dina¡ has been instructed by telegraph to report the case to the U. S. 
" , 

Attorney,andif you,perceive'no objeotion 1 Wl11 thank you to 1nstruo\ 
" , 

him to investigate and, report upon the matter w1th"a.-Víe"tY to such ao- 

tion on his part as tj.e ciroumstanoes ~l dema.nd~ 
~ ;;'. . 

Respectful1y yo~rs') 

í 

'. (Signed) c. S. lIaml1n)-. .
c. 

.', 

'"'~-' 
' 

,

Aoting Secretary. 
E. T. C'.- w. 

(3 enclosure~.) 



Copy.
 

Office oí 

Specia1 Aeent.Treasury Department).... 

Savánnah, Ga., January 14) 1895. 

Hoñ. John d. Car1is1e) 

Secre~ary ol the Treasury J 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir:
 

Dep~rUnert .te1egr~ oí the 12th 1nstant, in,reeard.steam y~cht.
 
, . I . . ,. 

•La.gpnda' aJ),di 'Amadi.·, was, reaeived on Saturday eveniuG, durinL; my 
I • 

¡Wsenoe,' and as per general instzuations, .w~s. opened by Special Employ~' 
¡ 

, ' 

Hara1son. . Mr. Hara1son imned1ately not1fied the CollJector ofCustoms 
~, . 

h .. \ : 
oí the contents Qí the telegram, also Capt. Rodger,s, , oí the Rev. etit 

ter 'Bou~~e11I, w1th the reques~ that the instruo~ions of, the'Depart

ment be complied..·w!th. 
, , 

From an'aoo,qunt pUbli~hed in IThe MoTI1\~g' Hewaa), oí t~e 13th in-, 

stant) it appears' the 'Lagonda' has been ,seized by the Co11eotor at 

Fernand1na. , . 

How the reporter could have seoured iníormation as to Depart

ment's instruot1ons, in this matter, 1 am at a loss to know) as Mr. 

Haralson only gave the 1nformation to the Colleator, Capt. Rodger.,· 



-2

and to Capt. Laird, the boardine of'fioer, on duty at the lJarce UIIJ.Cé, 

• and with the r~éiU)eli., to, eaO.h ,;0 ,keep the maiter cp1et. 
;. 

A oonstant, watoh has beenke'pt. at th1s port ,; for the ~~1s', 
1 

but so far, she ,hasnot 'been~s1ghted~ • I 

- Any 'fúr'ther 'development'a ,in this matter, oomine ~my attention, 
, I 

.,'
w111 'be reported prompt1y to the Department.' 

, " 
'," . 

¡' 

Very r~speotfu11y, 

c. A. ~catee, 

, ~. Spec ial Agent.·
 

One enolosure.
 



1442SN• 
~rCaSU'l1J ~cpn~tmcl1t, 

@t'ficc ot' thc .iccl:ctary, 

~nshl.ngtolt, p. ~., January 14, 1895. 

TELEGRAM. 

fhe Honorable 

The Secretary oí State. 

This Department 18 in receipt 'of the followinrr telecraffi 

fro~ the ~ollector oí Customs at Fernandina) Fla.: 

• 1 have taken ·charge of yacht 'LaC'onda ),. examined cases aboard 
Iand found they oontaine<L canteens, knapsacks and bel ts which appear 
Ite be second hand. Have just found in .. river thr"own overboard írom 
Iyacht two cases wh1ch conta1n cutlasses and knapsacks. Private tel
lecrams. indicate the yacht has or is about to engaee in sorne kind oí 
'suspicious traffio. Please advise next step.1 

Please state whether yau desire that the vessel be seized or 

lonGer de iained. 

(Signed) c. S. Hamlin J 

Actine Seé~etary. 

E. T. C. W. 



-- . . NCOPY· . . .. 1442.!) /. .' .. 
- ~easurlr-~tlJttrtmetlt, 

~_. ~ ... 

'iClashtnBton, ~~.. ~., . ~ariu~i-y 14; 1895. 
J 

. TELEGRAM~ 

Collector oí Cu~to~, 

(' Fernandina, F1~.e'
 

Report cases yac hts •Lacronda' etc. toO U. S~'At torney.
 

(Signed)' C. S. Hamlin,
 
. .. 
Aotíng Seoretary. 

E. T. C. W•., 

Charge ne~artment~ 



--~---l4425N • 
~easu~ ~l.cpnl:tn:lCllí;"' 

Q)ffiú~ of tl1c .iccrdaty,
.- .. ~ 

copy. Uashingtou, !J. ~., _January 14, 189~. 

C~llector oí Customs J 

Fernandina, Fla. 

Sir: 

In reply to your telegr~·of this date, the followine message 

siened by myself was sent you to-day)/Viz: 

-·'Report cases yá-ohts 'La~nda1 eto q to U. S.-Attorney.1 

Respectfully yours J 

(Signed) C. 
~ 

S. Hamlin,-

Aoting Secretary. 
E. T. C. W. 



opy. TELEGRAM.
 

Fernandtaa,_ Fla., Jan. 14, 1895
 

to !Ion. Seoretary oí the Treasu17- ..
('. Washington, D. C.
 

1 have just se1zed about one hundred and seventy stand oí arms
 
l.",-,'....,"'-"\f' I F ., 

and a lot oflColt's revolvers oartridges and other suppliel wh10h 1 

found in warehouse oí N. B. Borden) agent íor yacht LaE"onda and Nor. 

S. S. Baraooa.. A port1on oí this consignment was on board yaoh\ 
I 

Laeonda. !he suppo·si t10n 1s that \' the)' goods in warehou se are in

tended for Nor. S. S. Baracoa.- 1 3m wai ting advices írem the Depart

ment as to wha t 1 sha1l do about the Baracoa. 

Geo. L. Bal~zell, 
e 

Colleotor -<'J'f Cu stoms. 



Copy.
 

. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

( TELEGRAM. ) 

Washington, D. C. ~ 14 Jan .. , -1895. 

From Dept. State. 

To Hon. C. S. Haml1r1. 

This Department is without information that wou1d justify it in 

asking that the yacht Laeonda be longer detained. 

(Signed) w. Q . Gresham.. 

...
 



" .14425N• :'- .. 
~rtaS1trn ~.ep'nrtmellt," 

0ttlce of the .iectebqr, 
, . "."., . . ',. 

U1a.6htn~ton, ;~t ~.,. January 15,' ,1895.COpy. 
T. B. S. 

TElEGRAM. 

~ernandina) ..Fla~ 

Report .e1zure armsto United States Attorn"ey. 

(Signed) C. S. Haml1n, 

Aoting S~cretary•. 
E. T. C. W. , 

Charrre Department. 



copy. Orfice oí the Co11ector oi eustoms, 

Port of'New York, 

January 15, 1895. 

Hon. Jo~ G. Carlisle» 

Secretary oí the Treasury, 

Washington, D. C~ 

Sir: 

.~ep1ying to Department te~egram, dated!the 12th instatn, request-
i 

ing infornation concerning steam yachts 'Lagonda' ánd 'Amadis', 1 have 

to state that the 'La:gonda- haila from this'port and that her ORner, 

Rele. Wi11iam L. Moore, informed this ofrice, that he chartered 1:1is ves

sel according to law aro subsequently 1earned from tpe master thereof 

that the person who chartered her was not acting in good fai th and had 

at ter.lt..,te~ to take the vessel to Costa Rica. 

Mr. MOore thereupon, und~r advice oí, this oírice, telegraphed to 

t~.e Co llector oí Customs at Fernandina to detain the •Lagonda' under 

sections 5289 and 5290,. Revised statutes, as he had, revoked the abarte}"". 

The 'Amadi.- does not hail írom this -port and does not appear to 

be documente<! as a vessel oí the Uni ted States. 'It 1s sa1d, h6wever, 

that she was built at Castine, ,Maine, and that her engine was formerly 

in a liahthous~ tender that was wrecked. 

Respectfully yours, 

James' F. KilbNth, 
Colleotor. 



O>tttce at JlIe .icctdnq},
topy • 
T. B. S. W1nsI1tngtan, ~~ ~., Januar~ 15) ¡'8~5. 

~he Honorable 

The Attorney General. 

>ir: 

1 transmdt herew1th) for your information) a copy of a telegr~ 

received fr~ the Collector ofCust~s at Fernandina) dated to-day), 

relating to the seizur~·of certain arms, and·tó the steamer IBaracoa l • 

The Collector has been instruoted to report tiLe matter to the 

District Attorriey. 

Respectfully yours) 
".-. 

(Signed) c. S. Hamlin) 

Acting Secretary.
E.T¿. \V. 

One enclosure•. 



" 14425~~ 
~t.easurn ~tpa~mdti, '. . 

Copy. Q)tticc crt thc .icctdatg. 
T. B. S. 1--- I " " 

Uashingtan, ~. ~., January. 15) 1895. 

TELEGRAM. 

Colleetor Custaros) 

Char1eston) South Carolina. 

Report immediately to nepartment)!rrival yaeht IAmadis l
) stating 

fae ts. 

(Signed) 

Assistant Secretary. 
E. T. C"."· 

. 
Charge Department. 



----
-. Offiee of-'-

.. Speeíal Aesnt Treasury Departmenh. 

-~S8vannah;'-Ga., January 16, 1895. 

~ü~. Jo~n G. Car1isle, 

S ecre ta ry of the'- Tree sury , 

\'la~h_ington, D. C. 

As ir."dicated in my telegram of 1nst night, to nepartment, 

~he "Amadi,~-"ar}~ived at this, port at 7.'30 yesterday evening;was 

t~:ken charee or· by the Co11ector, who p1aced her in tha,,·custody of 

Cnpt. Ro~ers,; of the Revenue Cutter "Boutwell", with instructions 

~o "":old her until'furtner orders. 

The yacht.__lI~s sea~ched and nothine ~f a" con-traband na ture 

fO'l¡,d. She is cOrrrT,snded by Cap t. D. A. Vleed, of Rock1and Ma ine; 
f . . ' . 

W:-:o sta t es she i8 owned by' Mr. G. H. Kimba11 J of Cle v,.elar!d J Oh i o j
/' L-

t~ct she Was c~_rtered by N. B. Bordon, but did not know for what 
'~~ 

¡-"~!·pose,. 01" \vhere she was to' go,' but supposed it Was intended aS a 

plea~ur'3 cruise. His ordel:s at Bostqn,_ b~ine to 'run to Savannah, 
.. ---"0_. 

':"':e~'~ he_-\Yculd. be met 'by Bordon •. 

w~ have kept a constant lookout at Ü~e lIotels for the·Mass.
.- . 

tel and ~6rd6~, but so far they haya not beanfound. 



Capto Weed on -ª.rrival, found several t9legrams aW8'i ting him 

f!"am l.:r. Kimball,. all of which he willir.gly handedover to the 

Collector'. Among them was one dated Bostan, .TanUbry 15th,stati:-,~ 

"i~~arte~ forfeited,return immedietely", &:có No letters, 01' t'31e-. 

rra~s were hsr~ from Bordon, or the Mess. Mantel~ 

1 enclose a clippinC from "!he Mornin'e l~ews" which is a ve·r'J 

fUIl and accurate Qccount of the arl'ival and detention of the 

"A:r.adis. " / 

V.ry respectfu11'J, 

(Signed) C. A. Macates, 

.. 
Special ABent. 



'. 14425~·:. 
~r.easury -~.ep.nrtttlttlt, 

<9tftce of tlIe .§.cCl;ctaqJ, _ 

topy. Uashtngton, lJ. ~., . Janúary' 16, 1895, 

Coll{ector CustoDlS J 

R~port by telegraph facts regarding yacht IIAmadis·. 

(Signed) S. Wike, 

- . I
Assistant Secr~~ary~ 

E. T. C., 

Charae Department. 



-14425N• 
~r.eU1!ur1J ~epartmcllt, 

@fflce ot the .icctdatij, 

topy. Uashington, !J. <t., January 16, 18~5. 

TBLEGRAM. 

Collector Cust~sJ 

Savannah J Ga • 
. 

Faots stated in your telegram do not demand special instruotions 

from Department for detentio~'yaoht 'Amadis ' • Act accordingly and 

report.' 

(Signed) c. S ••Haml1n J 

Acting Secretary. 
E. T. C. 

Charge Departmént. 



Copy • 

TELEGRAM.
 

Savannah) Ga., Jan. 16, 1895.
 

ro I 

Secretary of the	 Treasury, 

Washington) D. C. 

Ste~ yacñt Amadis arrived at this port of the "15th instant from 

Boston via Beaufort, N. c. Was boarded by me in eompany wi th Spl. 

Agt. Macabeej was thorough1y searched and nothine" found on board con

trary to law or that wou1d indicate a violation of the neutrality laws. 
,

Upon arrival here the master found telegram from owner awa1ting hvm 

stating that the charter had been cancelled and instructing him to re

turn to New York. . 1 questioned tt~ master.closely and do not be1íeve 

lr:e or the owner ha~ any knowledge that the yacht was to be u sed for 

ílleGal purposes. Ir such was ín~ndeá by the charterer) 1 hold 

yacht awaítíng instroctions. 

J.	 F. B. Beckwith, 

Collector. 



Copy. 

orrice oí the Collee tor' oí Customs) 

Port o f Sávannah) Ga.) 

Januar y 17) lSgs. 

Han. J. G. Carlisle) 

Secretary oí the Treasury) 

Washin~ton) D. C. 

Sir: 

1 have the 'honor to report) that in obedience to instructions con

tained in Department' s telegram oí the 16th instant; 1 have released 

the steam yacht I Ainad1 s' temporarily detained crt this port under sus

piclon Oí an intention tó violate the neutrali ty laws. 

Reppec tfully y.ours) 

J.	 F. B. I3ec~ith) 

Coll ecto r. 



Office of the· Col1ecto~ of'Cust9ms, 

Port of Fernandina, PIe., 

Janua.ry I9~. 1895.
""" . 

-~. 

Tu The Hon •..: 

Secretary of· the Treasury, 

)lia sh i116 ton, D. C. 
/ 

j),;a!~ Sir: 

OC:r the1 have tne honor' to l~~port my action in t he matter 

¡r9izUl·e of tITe steam .yacht ·Lagonds W of,·.New York and of the ammu

ni ~ ion of war found on board, and cases of fi re arma and ammuni

ti 0:'5 oi', wa ~,found' in the Ware hollse of Measrs. N. B. Bordon &: Co. , 

of t h i s por t a a fo 110 vi s: 

On January 7th 1 \fas advised by the World correspondent
" . at 

. ' 

tl~is place, 1.1r. T.-A. Hall, that he had received a dispatch to tha 
! 

eff'ect that th.ere w.ere two(2) vessels' Ieavinr; New York on Jar.uary 

4t11 the steam ~(acht "Lagonda" te ·Amadis-, that they were suspi

cious crafta,an~ to look out· for them. On the 9th inst. ths -1a
", 

[onda" came into port: 1 at once boapded her and found nothing 

~',lspicious. Mr.Bordon (N.B..). agent of the -Lagonda" ,who 1 found on 

board,stated, the Yacht·w~s 'too go up tte river(St.Mary's} to take 

(In St~PPIY' of fresh wa tel~ ,and to .ash out' the boiler's ,snd invi ted 
.. _... 

s-:veral ~en'tlemen-Mr~ T.-A. Hall, the, 'HorId co·rrespondent and m:,rseIi' 

on the t;ip, Mr~ Hall'nd' myself' accepted: a~out two hours aftsr her
, ,r' ', 

a 1'\' i val a t -Frenandina: on 'thetr~p Up the river we fotind nothing of 
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a f;uspicious nature: no.'.ons:'ori¡·.the Y,acht e'xeept erew- but M~.Bordon 

-, 

~'oi..,ng Mr.D. F..Mantel and ourselv~~. J'~T,.Ma.ntel WaR a s.on of tr.e old 

c~n tleman' 01' the same na~e, who l.1r. Bordon Rta ted.ha'd ehart8red 

t~~e yacht fo'r the purpoRe of visiting his plan-tation in Cent~'el 

i\':11~rica: On our'rsturn to .Fer-nandina, about G Po!.~. of the lOt~ , 

-

inst., we found 'an important telegram waitine for :\fr. Hal1',.from the 

. .. 

\';o!'ld, to Wa tch cBrefully the yacht, "Laeon'da", as she was Vfj~y 'sus

pieious. 1 immediately wired Captain' ,~OB9l"S of't~~s' 'Revenue éutter 

~outw~ll, as follows: "Come here at, once,important,report to me on., , 

a1':'i·,'al." (In the momil1(j of the 11th instant) 1 r-:ceived the fol

10wi1;[ answer: "Boutwell disabled,sue:c;e:.3t. you telegraph depar-tm'3nt 

fa:' Gutter "Herrill,Ror,érs, Captain". lmmediately upon ~eceiving 

his onswer 1 wired 'the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury as follo\vs: 

"~team yacht "L880nd8" erl:;-lvea.-rrom-'N.ew~York,. bound to sorne port 

ír~ SO'.1th I\me'rica,under suspicious éircurnstances,having on board 

t W9nt;' cases of merc}~andlseJwhich·the Asent refuses to al10w ex
" 

a~incd, pleasa wire ins~ructi6ns." This dispatch 1 ~hought neces

, , 

sar:.r to s~nd in co'nsequence as stated. 1 ha'd found t\venty(30) or
• 

more eases:of merchandise of su~picious netu~e,whidh Had beGn put 

on board the ~'acht .the night previous. l' should have made' an offi-

CÍal examinat~on at once, but hes'itated in doin¡-~ so,from the fact 

t!;a t th'3. Capta'in of the Captain of the yacht had vo1unta:ri_1:r de

, 
livered his papers to m~. 1 wished further eyidenca before pro~ 

cecdir:.g,ín' en Q~.t~J~J.al mán.ne,~, .1nthe meantimé,putti'nB a 



w~tch ovar th~ Ya~ht~.. no important develo~m~nts on the 11th insto-_.. 

'l:¡ the 12th1nsta'nt, 1 receiv"ed a communicat:\.on froro ActinB Secr'y 

":' Wike as follbws:"-Casa Yacht -Lagonda" stated to haya ('In boar~ 

::'.;.~piciotÍs.careo reported to :ecretary State and department i8 

'..;aitinr.; replY.-an-d about noon of this date 1 receiv'?d the following 

'U' L tI·o '" o"'n a ,1 f the yecht' -Deta,l'n·'. -Lagonda·t:: 1e Er a r!l f rom " • • fIlO r,:: n. ~ ~ o,, 

sections fifty-two eieht:,r-nine and ninety, aCGep t no bonds ,char'ter 

';iCJlat~d afld caneel1ed," and wir~d ~'ou as fo11ows:"Wm.L. Moore, 

o~~~~ of yacht "Lagonda" wires me to d9tain vessel, quotes sections 

ri~!y~two ei~hty-rtine and ninety revised statutes, he says chart1r 

i ~ ,!iol~ ted and cancelled' shall 1 hold ~~~." lrnmedia tely upon re-
I 

c~ipt ofll.r.Mool"a's te1egram 1 immediate1y sent Mr. Howel1,Deputy' 

Colle ctor J on' board the Ya eh t J wi th ins truc tions to make a thorough 

eX3:1ination: he l~eturned in about two hours, wi th the informa tion 
- .
 

ti~a t th e ca ses on boa rd, co-nta 1'no d ,K,napsack s, cante~n.s and be 1 f's ,
 

',,:':-.l'ch 1:8 supposed eou1d be usad for plantation purposes for which
 
. ' 

!.~a~,t~l, ci~imed we'ra too be used for th:1t purpose: About this time 1 

. . _. 

!'~c~ived the followine; te1eerams. from the Department: -lf case 

:'acht "Lagonda" eovered byarticle one thirty:...six,regulations 
. '. 

'1tr;hte-?:1 nihet'y~two" take action ac~ordine1y,r9port full"y and im

:;'8dic t~ly wha't furth '3~ suspicious circurnstances lattae~ to the ves
.
 

s~ll other than tha t 8e;ent. rafuses to s110" inspection. - ;¡is~---r--

"}'0110w" ~ns truc t'ions -.alre~dY telegraphed' ~departz¿'1~m t 18. a"a1 t1ng
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r~port from Collecto~ New York relativ9 to yachts d • S00n after'the 

fI~puty had r~turned, Mr. Lukenbill the A[ent of the R.R.Co. ,ca;::e 

i:-:to the office accompanied with two(2) neeroes, havint3 seve::"al 

- cut1esses, cante~ns and knapsacks; which the~' stated they had taken 

fr'orn two (2) ceses they had fished out of the river. l' at once 

info!'med the Captain of the yacht that 1 "iould detain h9~, and put 

en board a Deput~' !nspecto!", and wir9d YOU at once the follo\ying:: 

~1 ~avc taken cha~eo of the Y8cht Loconda, examined cases aboard 

a~d found they contained knapsacks, canteen~and .belts,which appear 

:0 h~ second-hend, haya jus t found in ri ver two (2) cases whi eh 

Y.'-;~'J thrown overboard fram Yacht . .cQn..taini.n:::.~l,ltle~~es a!ld knap

sacks. P~ivatg teleerams indicate the yacht has or is about to en

ra~~ in sorne kind Qf susp1cious trafflc, please advise next step.

1 t;'~!1 wired the tr~· s. District Attorrú~y,I would like too a':6 him 

at once. ()n th~ mornin{! of the 13th insto the Gaptai:: of._Jhe yacht 
~ 

ca::-.o; t,o me and ateted that he hact. a confe~:sion to make ar:d that 

~~ wished to make it iri presence of Mp. Bordon. 1 went with him to 

. 
:.:!~.?:or·don's room, and he stuted-which statement wes conf-irmed by 

:.>·.::c~·d(jn" that he with Mr.Bordon and Mr Mantel had examined the 

~8~~f; th':n on board on the 12th inst., before the arl·ival of the 

D-=put:, Collector;. and had:found severa1 of the ~.ases te contain 

C.,;r.s a~d cartridges, whi~lJ.. wera thrown overboard by the· dir~cti·on-. . .' 

O:' :.~~. t:antel. 1 immedia·tely wired the departm~nt as follows: 
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"'fhe Captain 01' Yacht -Lagonda· voluntarily informed me,that he._
threw overboapd severa1 cases corltaini:'l¿ bU~ nndfcaftridg'es, 1 

e 

have ~91eeraphed Dis trie t At torney to be here tomorrow: NOrWegian 
.. 

fruit steamer' Baracoa arrived herg' 7 o clock this mOry1ing consigned 
. . ' 

to sam,e-agent as Lagonda and i8 reportad to be 8uSpicio:us,I máde 

~arefulpersonalexaminationof this steam~r but 'found nothing sus

. ,--
pi.ci.ous, will watcp, her élosely. On, the morning of this date 1 

'wired Specía1 Agent· Paul to come he!"e at onca; my object in wirtne; 

to the attorney and spacial age!'!t, WaS for tIle purpose of consulta-

tiO!1, ~s 1 considered thesituation aS very importante ,on the same 

date the steame~ Baracoa carne into port which fact 1 sta ted in the 
I 

fO;":;go ing ·telegram. Speci al Inspec to~ Andersori· arri ved here on the 

evening....:of this date. and in consultation we decided to seize a 

number of Cases of the s'ame kind of goods, which we sUspee ted .•ere 

of the same ·'consigz:m1ent of goods tha t w.~re found on the 'Lagonda·. 
,.1.. " 

On the 11th i-rlstant, acting Upon th'~ 'advice and accompanied by, ~,' e 
Specia1 Inspector--Anderson 1 went 'to the ware hOUS7/0f Me~sr8. N.B. 

. ~ 
::J • • " 
~oraon and Co., found the'following cases of goods: 

27 cases. rifles; '9, coxes ce,nt.er 1'ir'3 caps; 5 box~s revolvers; 

76 .Ce ses cartridges; '2 cases ca'nteens; 4 Cases rubbs}'9 blankáts; 1 

cese cartridees E~~.#2; 1 -case leather bel~s; 7 cases saeks and 

belts; 18 cases, sabers or'cutle~ses; in al1 140 ,cases. 1 irmtediatF3
. ~ . . . . 

1Y 7.'i !'"~d ··..t·o ~ 1 t f 
- - uep9r ment as ollows:"I have just ~eized aboul one 



~u~dred and s9venty stand of a~s and'a lot of Colta Revolvers. 

- ; 

cartridees an~, other-army supplies. which 1 fou:'J.l in ware hO'.1.Se of 

~.B.Bordon.Ag9nt for the yacht ·L~B~nd~" and NorWegian Steamship 

"~arbcoa·, a portion of this consígnment on board yacht "Laeonda.· 

The supposi tion 18 tha t the goods in wnrehou~e' ~re interidec\ for the 

~~orwgetan Steam ship "Baracoa", 1 am waiting advices fro.';I the 

D~pBrtment a8 to what 1 shall do ab6ut the "Baracoa" pleas~ wi::-e·. 

;~'J.l·ing this day the 14th 1 ~'eceived sevel'a1 me~~ages from the Dis-

t!'ict Attomey as to his coming her~. also th~ fo1,lowine ~91eeram 
/ 

fr'O~!'l ~l:·. Moore, the owner of the yacht. l/Can "Lae;onda" he !"sleased en 
, 

~~ personal application if yes. will start Wednesday- ando replied
 

or: fol1owine day by 'advice of District Attomey who a~rivedhe!'e
 
~ , 

on~he eve~i~~ of th~ 14th "Would like him to ~ome to F1a. to con-


t·o '
 l' received on 'this date the folsu1t as~ the r.elease of the Joacht.
 

lc~ing message from C"S. Hamlin,ActinB Secr~tary:"Report cases
 

~'achts "Lagoni:lelt--etc. tQ U. S. Atto!"ne~/." District Attorney Clark
 

ca:'":9 ov~r from Jacksonvil1a the evenine of tnis date and took
 
. 

c"'a:';:': of the· case. on th9 15th inst •• 1 wired th'J District AttorneY 

(w~o h3d l'etwned"toJacksonvi11e) at h~s request HS fol1ows: 

"~ev'J examined Raraeoa find nothing on board." Maste~ has cance1

l:?d charter.\lla!lts to sail. shal1 1 d9tain him,cou1d r;et nothine 

fUr-tr:SI' rfom Uast~r of 11 Lagonda " •. On this date rec9ived following 

d'Jspetch from C.S.Hamlin'.Act.Secr~ta·ry"Report 'seizur~ arms to 
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-

t'nited Sta tea A!-torne)~" On the morning oi" tha 16th fnst·.,1 re

, " 

thefollowi~· from 'the- Distri ctAtfom~y:"I.dopot .c~r3 .~o.-
.' i--

:;old "Ear.=coa","LaEjonda" shou~,~, rerrain at leas~'until erl'ivel. of 

UW~9~1 nothing else new.~ On-recéipt of this despatch.1~cleare~ 

" 

1 "n-i-red the Dfs tr ie t Attomey as' fo11ow s: "Do you propose to-·take 

o¡.~r ~'urthor stepa, inseizure rna tter he~''"?, ir so w111 r':ershall t-ake 
.u . '. . ,..... . 

'c'~~~'f:e yacht and property." O,n thrtn0rni.ne of the 17th inst 8 nt, 1 

~":;c~ived tte followjne despatch fromthe District Attorn~.y. "Have 

fully investigated law e~dunless you haya furth~~ evidence 1 will 

:'.ot p!'oueed aeainst "Laeonda" .and aMns." 1 WaS ,advtsed b:r Special 

!:',=:rt Paul, who arrived onthe evenin~ of the 16th t~ d<?nothir.fr 

f'~!"" th ~Ú~ in thema·t ter of the "Lagonda" and the a ~s- in, Bordon t s 

,. 

wa~;l;ouse urit-il after he had se~n the' District Attorney. On ,thp. 

. . 
s':~;i~r of this date .in company with Special !Il~ent P~ul, ws'nt to .. 

.'ecksonville a~d had consultation wit~ th~ Distriet Attorney,also 
. L' ._ _ 

-
',dt}; UCJOP8, owr:er of the yac'ht ··L8gonda·, who.ha_~,just arrived from 

::. Y. 111e District Attórney ins,tructed me to ralease the "Lago;da

Lu t
• still hold the arms until further advis:ed-.~y him.·On my.ar

:-b:al at }'srnand'ina-. on the momin~ of the 18th 1. immediatel,. 
- . . 

t1;~!1-=d the papars' of the-Lagonda- oV'er to' theGaptain,and remoyed 

t~5 Deput)'· lnspe'ctor :frOm' th9 .Yach't. 

1: beg ·"tO r.~por,~ t1'l!t j"havoemPloye'd-dur,ins th~ dates stated, 
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·thr~e Drputy lnspec·t.ara ª.nd have inc-ürred s~V{H-al sma_~l.. items of 
l' •• ._ 

l· , 

:eXll ~se -~n conl1l ct·i.on wt th .the .séizure, which 1 will at ~n early 

date estim3~e fo~ • 
. ' -.". 

Trus t ing my 8 C t tons may m-e'3 t the. app rov.al of th e Depa rtm ent. 

1 1- a \,':3 t~ honor to be, 

Yours very ~~ulY, 

(Signed) G. L"Baltz~llJ 

Collector of Custorns. 



Copy.
 

·,Oífice 01 

Special Agent Treasury'Dep~bnént, 

T:á.IDpa, F10rida~ Jan.'y 21') 189,5. 

llon. JohIi G. Carlisle, 

Secretary of-the Treasury, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Reférring to the Department J s te.legram oí the, 12th, repeated to 

Port Tamp~ on the ,·14th.- in regard to the fillit1ustering exped1tion -in 
I 

which~he y~hts ~agonda and Amadis weré alleged to be engaged, 1 be~ 

to report that ato the requ~st o'f the--Collector oí Customs at Fernandin' 

d~ted th~ 13~h, 1 _proceede(r·'t~. that port on 'the fo'l10wing day but on 

(árr1ving tll:e~e l. 1'ound that 1 c,oul~, do bu.t_li ttle, -Special Inspeotor 
....
 

Anderson) . the District'-Attorney having been there~·
 
---- - . . 

, 

1 desire ·in this connection .to call to the~ .él:~.~E!~tion oí the B~ 

partment what 1 consider a inexcusable delay on t~e part of the Col
, . 

. . . .... .-~ ~ 

lector in re'poTting.·this case and, in .view oí 1\i-S aoknowledged fgnor
'..' . ¡ 

. , , 

a.'1ce o-t--how to .act, in- not seek1ng the aid 'and'- advioe oí the officerl 

Ow1t~ifto h.1 s failure to·do this he -al

lowed tWQ 01' the priDo1p&ls 1n ·the· expedition to esc~~ too. shut.ting 
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off about ttie only means of discovering against what count~ the expe

dition wa.s directed. The Ce 1feetor informs me tha.t on Monday the 7th 

hl s suspicions were first arousedbut i t was not until Thursqay that 

he made any move ando then wired the Captain oi the Revenue Cut ter 
- .' . ~.~J...... . . 

Bou't-ell at sava.nna.h',..vessel being under rep'a1rs could not respond.· 
. 

Friday the c~ptain.of the Lagonda. went to the Collector and reported, 

t~at a nuneer of suspicious qox~s had been put on the yacht the night 
.... 

before and asked if any susp1cion had been directe~ towards the yacht. 

The Collector sent his Deputy on board with the captain but'oring to a 
-

refusal to allo\Y 7 on the part of the agent oí the y~ht; N. B. Borden, 

made no examdnation of-the contents'of the boxes. Sunday the captain.... 

of the yacht reported- thatarms had, been thrown overboard from the 

vessel, bu t i t was only on Monday 7 after the arri val of Spec ial 1n

spector AI1derso-n-that any search was macie and then 140 boxes of arms J 
. l 

arumuni tion and acooutrements were found in and se~zed at the warehouse 

of N. B. Borden. The matter is no" in tl'iehands o f- the District At- ' 
. 

torney for the Southern n1strict oí Florida. Wh11e in Fernandina~~ 
~ \. 

found -that N. B~~"Borden.J who appears conspicuously -1n the arrangemeet~ 

? f~, 
of the detail's of the expedi tiol:l J waS' acquainted wi th Jose

/ 

Harti
.

J a 
I 

\vell known Cuban revolutioU1.st) an:f. had entertained him at Fernandina 
. . . . ~ . : 

, . 

~ later than last OCt6ber 'and while '1 doubt that tMs was a full

fl,edged expedí tion·against that island I~ think he-"as 1nterested in it 
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te the extent that·he desires ~to"sho~ toO the~ba.n_. in. this country 

who' had contributed to, the revolutionary íund t~at he had 'C?oll:ected, 
":'"-	 .~ . _ .. ~ .. ~._. __ .

that he was trying to do sómething. ( 

1 have	 direct~d thecollect~r at Fernandina to make a. full report 
.	 . 

t~ the Department· and will not .therefore .ent.er into the detailS'. oí hil 

mevements. 

Respeotful.Iy yours, 

s.	 W.· Paul, 

Spec i al Aeent. 
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~reaSin:1J ªCllttrtment. 

Copy. - <Dfti.c.e of th~ .iect~t¡tt!:J. 
T. B. S. 

'6tnshington, ~. (!;., January 22, 1895 • 

. .../" 
Tt:é Honorabl.e 

The Attorney General oí the 
I 

United·States. 

Sir: 

1 have the honor to tran~it herewith a copy of a report dated 

the 19th instant; írom the~Col1ector of Custo~ at Fernandina; Florida) 

relative to the steam yacht I Lagondal found with mun1tions oí war on 

board. Your attention is invit~d to the Co11ector's statement that 

the anms are sti11 held. 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) C. S. Hamlio) 

A~tine Secretary. 
E. T. G. 

Ene lo sure. 



Copy.
 

According- to 'the.' i~s'\ 'reporta from re11able-, souree:) i t appe'arl 

,that the o"ner. oí, 'the ~,,-"a.n~ aúun';'i tions~ized at', FerIia.ndina~ 1s 

lJÍo. Mantell',,' s:te~~·8o~. o~ Mr.· ~t1J' the:~ CUb~, agi. tátOr., The ,'AiDad1s'... .. -. - . 

. ' 

r.,S expected .in Charl~ston. 

" 

Muruago. 


