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opy •. New-'YOrk,.J~ary 10, 1895. 

ro the Honor;.ble 

The Seoretáry otthe Treasu¡r' 

Washington, D. C. 

be~ Sir: 
,

I ~ have very good grounds tor believing,that the yachts Lac;n~a & 

f.madi S' are on a fi11bustering expedit ion. They both 1eft New York 
I ~
 
~anuary 4th, and are to stop at e1ther ~vannah or Fernánd1na, p~e~
 
I 

ly for ar.ms and anrlln1tion. ~One oí them oarr1es a numberof fish­
, . 

rme..n'. d6r1es arxt the on1y use they oan be put to 18 for'lil,nding a 

large number' or'men on the ooast. oí whateveroountry the exped1tion 1. 
i 
intended rore Again both yaehts have a supp1y'oí ooal on board for a 

~onL voyage and their movements and arrangements t¡ave been macie wi th¡ . • -_. '-._-.. 

\r.e greatest seerecy. They "ere both chartered by the one man, so 1 \ 
. . 

is no pleasure tripe 1 expect to get more info:tmation in a day or ta' 

two and -i11 give i t to you·,. and in the meantime.,ou1d respee t~lly 

ask that the1r movements be carefu11y watche4 and 1 be protected in 

'by 

... 

our Governmeni in -s~h cases.' 

1 wou1d al~ 
fI 

re'spectful'ly ask, that my name may be kep~_seoret foro 

my own pro. teo tion. 
/' " 

( 



..: .. ' ­
....\ "" 

?'	 s. 
í" 

Have just got ',ord 
o', 

that': th'é 'yaó~t L2r;Onda has arr1v~d at Fernan:'~,· 

Una. 
" ' 

..	 Respeo't.fulfY,.1
• ". • ,1 

, .. 
, " "James BateWell~ I 



._----_..Copy. 
, \' . ' ,

TELEGRAM. 

Fernanáiria, Fla., Jan. ~lJ~895• 

• 
\­

To Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, 

,Washington, D. C•. 

Steam Yacht Lagonda' arrived rro, Ne.. York ttound' oto soma port in 

South Amerioaunder suspicious olrcumstances havirig twenty casel 
: <\ 

=erchand1se on board which the agent refuses to allow 'examined. 

Please wire', 1nstruo tions. ' 

-;-- '.---y---- ... George L. Baltzell, 

, Collector o f Customs. 



!COpy.	 --,' ­
.' :. ',- . 

,-. . 

-Ñ~'~ YorkJ .. JánU~y ..l~, 1895., 

:.. ;-- ' 

... 
., -. . , 

. .... . .:.,. ~ 
TQ the Honorab le 

:: . 

Washington, D. C~ .	 ..- ... : , 

Dear	 Sir: 

Pleaseinote. enqlosed 'cut: from the New York Worl:d oí to-day.ho~' 
._'.. -.	 ~ .;' 

. :. .,·-,1 .. . ".~ '. ,._' .:....:~;. '"'. . . . - . . 
finning my 1nformat.io~· ~o you"y.hder date 01 January 10, 1895~.·· r 1 

. .. . . ...... ,:~., . '. . i 

.. ....... ~... ~ 

would respectfully: again. ask that·, my olaim tor reward be recogniz~ 
. .' . ".. ' .. ". .	 ~--

i f .tr.e yachts or 'a.rmJ'án4"" amD.i·n1 tioll' oro other pr'óperty' oí the exped1- ...	 . , 

tion	 be confiscated.­

1 reinain J..
,. 

ti,1 '. 
.~oUr. '9ped1ent /lerva~t'J 

'1' 

c. 
. . James Batewell J 

38 Broo~StreetJ 
, 

"' .....	 New York· ei ty•. 
, .. •. ': 

_ ":0 •. _ ... "'!"r . 



Copy.
 
.~ 

T.	 B. S. o)tflcc ot the .iecrd:u:U, 

UashtngtatÍ, ;y. ~., J 11 18. anuary ). 95. 

' ­

TELEGRAM. 

The Segretary oí State: . 
• • J • 

, The fo11owing te1e~am has just been received from the Collector 

oí Customs at Fernand1na:. 
.- / 

'Ste~ yacht 'Lagonda' arrived from New York bound to soma port 
I in Sou th Amerioa under' susptoious c1rcUD;lStancea having twenty o~e.{· 

. .	 . . . J 
Imerchandise on board'which the acent refuses to a11ow'exanuned. 
'Please 'wire 1nstructions. 1 

- -. . 

Answer 18 de1ayed to awa1 t any suggestlon yuu may think proper to 

(Signed) S. Wike, 

Assistant Sec~etary. 

E. T. C. 

Charge Departmerit. 



5.
 

"'fhe Captain 01' Yacht -Lagonda· voluntarily informed me,that he._­
threw overboapd severa1 cases corltaini:'l¿ bU~ nndfcaftridg'es, 1 

e 

have ~91eeraphed Dis trie t At torney to be here tomorrow: NOrWegian 
.. 

fruit steamer' Baracoa arrived herg' 7 o clock this mOry1ing consigned 
. . ' 

to sam,e-agent as Lagonda and i8 reportad to be 8uSpicio:us,I máde 

~arefulpersonalexaminationof this steam~r but 'found nothing sus­

. ,--­
pi.ci.ous, will watcp, her élosely. On, the morning of this date 1 

'wired Specía1 Agent· Paul to come he!"e at onca; my object in wirtne; 

to the attorney and spacial age!'!t, WaS for tIle purpose of consulta-

tiO!1, ~s 1 considered thesituation aS very importante ,on the same 

date the steame~ Baracoa carne into port which fact 1 sta ted in the 
I 

fO;":;go ing ·telegram. Speci al Inspec to~ Andersori· arri ved here on the 

evening....:of this date. and in consultation we decided to seize a 

number of Cases of the s'ame kind of goods, which we sUspee ted .•ere 

of the same ·'consigz:m1ent of goods tha t w.~re found on the 'Lagonda·. 
,.1.. " 

On the 11th i-rlstant, acting Upon th'~ 'advice and accompanied by, ~,' e 
Specia1 Inspector--Anderson 1 went 'to the ware hOUS7/0f Me~sr8. N.B. 

. ~ 
::J • • " 
~oraon and Co., found the'following cases of goods: 

27 cases. rifles; '9, coxes ce,nt.er 1'ir'3 caps; 5 box~s revolvers; 

76 .Ce ses cartridges; '2 cases ca'nteens; 4 Cases rubbs}'9 blankáts; 1 

cese cartridees E~~.#2; 1 -case leather bel~s; 7 cases saeks and 

belts; 18 cases, sabers or'cutle~ses; in al1 140 ,cases. 1 irmtediatF3­
. ~ . . . . 

1Y 7.'i !'"~d ··..t·o ~ 1 t f 
- - uep9r ment as ollows:"I have just ~eized aboul one 



~u~dred and s9venty stand of a~s and'a lot of Colta Revolvers. 

- ; 

cartridees an~, other-army supplies. which 1 fou:'J.l in ware hO'.1.Se of 

~.B.Bordon.Ag9nt for the yacht ·L~B~nd~" and NorWegian Steamship 

"~arbcoa·, a portion of this consígnment on board yacht "Laeonda.· 

The supposi tion 18 tha t the goods in wnrehou~e' ~re interidec\ for the 

~~orwgetan Steam ship "Baracoa", 1 am waiting advices fro.';I the 

D~pBrtment a8 to what 1 shall do ab6ut the "Baracoa" pleas~ wi::-e·. 

;~'J.l·ing this day the 14th 1 ~'eceived sevel'a1 me~~ages from the Dis-

t!'ict Attomey as to his coming her~. also th~ fo1,lowine ~91eeram 
/ 

fr'O~!'l ~l:·. Moore, the owner of the yacht. l/Can "Lae;onda" he !"sleased en 
, 

~~ personal application if yes. will start Wednesday- ando replied
 

or: fol1owine day by 'advice of District Attomey who a~rivedhe!'e
 
~ , 

on~he eve~i~~ of th~ 14th "Would like him to ~ome to F1a. to con-


t·o '
 l' received on 'this date the folsu1t as~ the r.elease of the Joacht.
 

lc~ing message from C"S. Hamlin,ActinB Secr~tary:"Report cases
 

~'achts "Lagoni:lelt--etc. tQ U. S. Atto!"ne~/." District Attorney Clark
 

ca:'":9 ov~r from Jacksonvil1a the evenine of tnis date and took
 
. 

c"'a:';:': of the· case. on th9 15th inst •• 1 wired th'J District AttorneY 

(w~o h3d l'etwned"toJacksonvi11e) at h~s request HS fol1ows: 

"~ev'J examined Raraeoa find nothing on board." Maste~ has cance1­

l:?d charter.\lla!lts to sail. shal1 1 d9tain him,cou1d r;et nothine 

fUr-tr:SI' rfom Uast~r of 11 Lagonda " •. On this date rec9ived following 

d'Jspetch from C.S.Hamlin'.Act.Secr~ta·ry"Report 'seizur~ arms to 



7.
 

-

t'nited Sta tea A!-torne)~" On the morning oi" tha 16th fnst·.,1 re­

, " 

thefollowi~· from 'the- Distri ctAtfom~y:"I.dopot .c~r3 .~o.-
.' i--­

:;old "Ear.=coa","LaEjonda" shou~,~, rerrain at leas~'until erl'ivel. of 

UW~9~1 nothing else new.~ On-recéipt of this despatch.1~cleare~ 

" 

1 "n-i-red the Dfs tr ie t Attomey as' fo11ow s: "Do you propose to-·take 

o¡.~r ~'urthor stepa, inseizure rna tter he~''"?, ir so w111 r':ershall t-ake 
.u . '. . ,..... . 

'c'~~~'f:e yacht and property." O,n thrtn0rni.ne of the 17th inst 8 nt, 1 

~":;c~ived tte followjne despatch fromthe District Attorn~.y. "Have 

fully investigated law e~dunless you haya furth~~ evidence 1 will 

:'.ot p!'oueed aeainst "Laeonda" .and aMns." 1 WaS ,advtsed b:r Special 

!:',=:rt Paul, who arrived onthe evenin~ of the 16th t~ d<?nothir.fr 

f'~!"" th ~Ú~ in thema·t ter of the "Lagonda" and the a ~s- in, Bordon t s 

,. 

wa~;l;ouse urit-il after he had se~n the' District Attorney. On ,thp. ­

. . 
s':~;i~r of this date .in company with Special !Il~ent P~ul, ws'nt to .. 

.'ecksonville a~d had consultation wit~ th~ Distriet Attorney,also 
. L' ._ _ 

-
',dt}; UCJOP8, owr:er of the yac'ht ··L8gonda·, who.ha_~,just arrived from 

::. Y. 111e District Attórney ins,tructed me to ralease the "Lago;da­

Lu t
• still hold the arms until further advis:ed-.~y him.·On my.ar­

:-b:al at }'srnand'ina-. on the momin~ of the 18th 1. immediatel,. 
- . . 

t1;~!1-=d the papars' of the-Lagonda- oV'er to' theGaptain,and remoyed 

t~5 Deput)'· lnspe'ctor :frOm' th9 .Yach't. 

1: beg ·"tO r.~por,~ t1'l!t j"havoemPloye'd-dur,ins th~ dates stated, 



.' 8
 

·thr~e Drputy lnspec·t.ara ª.nd have inc-ürred s~V{H-al sma_~l.. items of 
l' •• ._ 

l· , 

:eXll ~se -~n conl1l ct·i.on wt th .the .séizure, which 1 will at ~n early 

date estim3~e fo~ • 
. ' -.". 

Trus t ing my 8 C t tons may m-e'3 t the. app rov.al of th e Depa rtm ent. 

1 1- a \,':3 t~ honor to be, 

Yours very ~~ulY, 

(Signed) G. L"Baltz~llJ 

Collector of Custorns. 



Copy.
 

·,Oífice 01 

Special Agent Treasury'Dep~bnént, 

T:á.IDpa, F10rida~ Jan.'y 21') 189,5. 

llon. JohIi G. Carlisle, 

Secretary of-the Treasury, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Reférring to the Department J s te.legram oí the, 12th, repeated to 

Port Tamp~ on the ,·14th.- in regard to the fillit1ustering exped1tion -in 
I 

which~he y~hts ~agonda and Amadis weré alleged to be engaged, 1 be~ 

to report that ato the requ~st o'f the--Collector oí Customs at Fernandin' 

d~ted th~ 13~h, 1 _proceede(r·'t~. that port on 'the fo'l10wing day but on 

(árr1ving tll:e~e l. 1'ound that 1 c,oul~, do bu.t_li ttle, -Special Inspeotor 
....
 

Anderson) . the District'-Attorney having been there~·
 
---- - . . 

, ­

1 desire ·in this connection .to call to the~ .él:~.~E!~tion oí the B~ 

partment what 1 consider a inexcusable delay on t~e part of the Col­
, . 

. . . .... .-~ ~ 

lector in re'poTting.·this case and, in .view oí 1\i-S aoknowledged fgnor­
'..' . ¡ 

. , , 

a.'1ce o-t--how to .act, in- not seek1ng the aid 'and'- advioe oí the officerl 

Ow1t~ifto h.1 s failure to·do this he -al­

lowed tWQ 01' the priDo1p&ls 1n ·the· expedition to esc~~ too. shut.ting 



-2­

off about ttie only means of discovering against what count~ the expe­

dition wa.s directed. The Ce 1feetor informs me tha.t on Monday the 7th 

hl s suspicions were first arousedbut i t was not until Thursqay that 

he made any move ando then wired the Captain oi the Revenue Cut ter 
- .' . ~.~J...... . . 

Bou't-ell at sava.nna.h',..vessel being under rep'a1rs could not respond.· 
. 

Friday the c~ptain.of the Lagonda. went to the Collector and reported, 

t~at a nuneer of suspicious qox~s had been put on the yacht the night 
.... 

before and asked if any susp1cion had been directe~ towards the yacht. 

The Collector sent his Deputy on board with the captain but'oring to a 
-

refusal to allo\Y 7 on the part of the agent oí the y~ht; N. B. Borden, 

made no examdnation of-the contents'of the boxes. Sunday the captain.... 

of the yacht reported- thatarms had, been thrown overboard from the 

vessel, bu t i t was only on Monday 7 after the arri val of Spec ial 1n­

spector AI1derso-n-that any search was macie and then 140 boxes of arms J 
. l 

arumuni tion and acooutrements were found in and se~zed at the warehouse 

of N. B. Borden. The matter is no" in tl'iehands o f- the District At- ' 
. 

torney for the Southern n1strict oí Florida. Wh11e in Fernandina~~ 
~ \. 

found -that N. B~~"Borden.J who appears conspicuously -1n the arrangemeet~ 

? f~, 
of the detail's of the expedi tiol:l J waS' acquainted wi th Jose

/ 

Harti
.

J a 
I 

\vell known Cuban revolutioU1.st) an:f. had entertained him at Fernandina 
. . . . ~ . : 

, . 

~ later than last OCt6ber 'and while '1 doubt that tMs was a full­

fl,edged expedí tion·against that island I~ think he-"as 1nterested in it 



·-~
 

te the extent that·he desires ~to"sho~ toO the~ba.n_. in. this country 

who' had contributed to, the revolutionary íund t~at he had 'C?oll:ected, 
":'"-	 .~ . _ .. ~ .. ~._. __ .­

that he was trying to do sómething. ( 

1 have	 direct~d thecollect~r at Fernandina to make a. full report 
.	 . 

t~ the Department· and will not .therefore .ent.er into the detailS'. oí hil 

mevements. 

Respeotful.Iy yours, 

s.	 W.· Paul, 

Spec i al Aeent. 



1442SN; 
~reaSin:1J ªCllttrtment. 

Copy. - <Dfti.c.e of th~ .iect~t¡tt!:J. 
T. B. S. 

'6tnshington, ~. (!;., January 22, 1895 • 

. .../" 
Tt:é Honorabl.e 

The Attorney General oí the 
I 

United·States. 

Sir: 

1 have the honor to tran~it herewith a copy of a report dated 

the 19th instant; írom the~Col1ector of Custo~ at Fernandina; Florida) 

relative to the steam yacht I Lagondal found with mun1tions oí war on 

board. Your attention is invit~d to the Co11ector's statement that 

the anms are sti11 held. 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) C. S. Hamlio) 

A~tine Secretary. 
E. T. G. 

Ene lo sure. ­



Copy.
 

According- to 'the.' i~s'\ 'reporta from re11able-, souree:) i t appe'arl 

,that the o"ner. oí, 'the ~,,-"a.n~ aúun';'i tions~ized at', FerIia.ndina~ 1s 

lJÍo. Mantell',,' s:te~~·8o~. o~ Mr.· ~t1J' the:~ CUb~, agi. tátOr., The ,'AiDad1s'... .. -. - . 

. ' 

r.,S expected .in Charl~ston. 

" 

Muruago. 


