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-©op¥.. - New.York, Jamary 10, 1895.

fo the Honor-ble
The Seoretary of the Treasury, -
Washington, D. C.
déar Sir: '

I have very good grounds for 'believing‘t,hat_ the ’yach'ts Lago/ﬁd.a &
fmadis are on a filibustering expedition. They both left New York
Lanuary 4th, and are to stop at either Savannah or ;ernéndina,.presunr
lBbly for arms and ammunition. ,One of them oarries a nunber of fish-

ermen’s dtries and the only use they can be put to is for: 1a.nd1ng a

large number of men on the coast of whatever country ‘the expedition is

intended for. Again both' yachts have a supply'of coal on board for a
Long voyage and their movements and arrangements have been made with
t*e greatest secrecy. They were both chartered by the one ma.n, so it
is no pleasure trip. I expeci. to get more infonnation in a day or t»
tw§ and will give it to you, and in the meant‘ime;ag‘ould respectfylly
ask that their- movements be carefully watched and I be pro'gected in
the proportion of the award J:n”ca'se or conriscation wiiieit ;s_'»glio\.. 2Q

~

:by our Govermnenf', in _s&och cases.,:

I would a.lso respectfully ask that my name may be kept_ seoret for.

my own pmtec tion.




_ Respec tflﬂ.ly 2. / o

- T - o Your obedient servalﬂ,

[ James Batewen

?.' S.
Have just got word that’the yacht Lagonda has arrived at Fernan-—..

lina,

-

Respeo tfully,/

' James Batewell. /-
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" TELEGRAM.

Fernandina, Fla,, Jan. 11,1895,

\.
To Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, : ~
Wé.shington, D. C.

Steam Yacht Lagonda arr:.ved fr09 New York b‘ound to some port in

South America under SuSpicious circumstances ha.vmg twenty cases
'y

merchandise on board which the agent refuses to allow »examined.
Please wiré‘.'i,nstr'uc tions. | | ‘ .

T * George L. Baltzell,

Collector of Customs.

A



'ICopy. T g — |
New’ York, January 11, 1895..

Tq the Honorable
The Secretary of the Treasu;y, B o .i/;‘
o Washlngton, D, C. |
iDear Sir: : i |
Please;note. e:ncl'o'sé'd 'éuti from the New York"WorId of to4day; hon- |
firming my information to you under date of January 10, 1895, ,I‘ |

/

would respectfully again ask that my'claim.for reward be recognized

if the yachts or arms and annunition or other property of the expedi- )

tion be confiscated

Cremin,

Your opedient/servant,
- James Batewell

. 38 BroomgtStréet,‘

.ﬁ;. '1 New York City.
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The Secretary of State:

. The following tele'gr'aﬁx has just been received from the Collector

of Customs. at Fernandina:. R Y, !
'Steam yacht ’Lagonda’ arrived from New York bound to some port
'in South America under suspfcious circumstances having twenty chses::

smerchandise on board which the agent refuses to allow examned
"Please wire instructions.

»

Answer is delayed to await any suggestlon you may think proper to
ake.
(Signed) S. Wike,

Assistant Secretary.
E. T. C.

Charge Department.






6
wurdred and saventy stand of érﬁs and'é lot of Colts Revolvars,
cartridges’and_o§hériarmy supplies, which. 1 found in ware houss—of
H.B.Bordon,Agent.for the vacht "Lagonda" and Ndrwegi$n<5teamship
"Earecoa”,‘a portion of this éonsignmenf on board vacht "Lagonda."
T™e supposition is that the goods in waréhqu35'are intended for the

orwaplian Steam ship "Baracoa", 1 am waiting advices from the

Depgrtment as to what 1 shéil do about ;ﬁe "é;racoa" please:Qire'.
juriﬂg this day the 14th 1 réceived severa; mecsages from thé Dis~
tyict Attormey és to his coﬁing hege, also the following relegram-
from e, Moore,'the owner of the Qacht."Can "Lagonda" he réleased m
mv personal applicatien if Vves, will staft Vednesday- and replied
on follow;ng da} py adviée of District Attqrnex who arrivgd-hefe
ontha evening of tﬁa 14th "Would like him to coﬁg to Fla. to con-
sult egfthe bsiease of the yacht.' ;'%eceiveé.on‘this date the foi
leving messaée from C. &, Hamliﬁ,Acting Secr-tary:"Report cases
vachts "iagonde"“eté' tQ—U. S; Attorney." District Attorney Clark
carme over from Jacksonville fhe evening of this date and took
svgrire of the case. On the 15f£rins£., 1 wired the District AttorneY
{who had returhed“toAJackSonville) at his request as follows:

"neve exsminsd Basracoa find nothingfdﬁ board." - Master has cancel-

led charter,vants to sail, shall I dstain him,could get notning

further from Master of “Lagonda*..On this date recsived following

despeteh from C.S5.Hamlin,Act.Secrstary "Report seizurs arms to



7.

inited States A;tornezj OnAﬁhe morning of the 16th ihstu 1 re-.
c2ived tho followlnp from the Distr1ct Atfo"ne""l do not carz t0f

nold "Bar: coa" "Lagonda" should remain at 1east until arrlval of.

*

ownzr, nothing else newv. v On receipt of thls despatch I cleared

tria steamshipt"Baracoa" for New York. Og"t,e evenang cg thlS daxe'
i' - . N -
I wired ghé District Attormney as follows: "Do vou propose to take‘

srny furthar steps in seizure matter here, if so will narshall take

~

charge vacht and properi&.”v O% themorning of the 17th instant, 1
'zc2ived the follow1ng despatch fromthe Distriect Attorney. "Have

fully invesﬁigated law-end-unless vou 5ave further.evidence I will
not proueed afainst "Légendaf,and arms." 1 wes\adyised by Special
/rent ?éul, who_arriyed'on:the evening of the lﬁtﬁ t6>ee‘nofhimg_
1}?the? in thema%ter of the "Lagonda" and the afms—in~§ordon's
Warshouse.uhfii efter he had sesn the‘Districthttorney. Oe the -
svzring of this d;te.iﬁ company with Sbecial Agent Paul, wegtetou
Jzcksonville and heq copsultatigp with thet District Attorney,aléb

-

With Mooro, owrer of the yacht"Légonda , who. had just arrlved from

Vi

LY. Thn Dlstr1ct Attornej instructed me to reiease the "Lagonda

tut stlll hold the arms untll further advised\by him-«On my ar-
rival at To"nandina on the morninp of the 18th I immedlately
tirnad th= papers of the 'Lagonda ovnr to the Captaln-and remoyed

1T

ms Deputy IanoCtOF f"om the Yacht. - o _ B

Ilbég-to repor;.;?at 1 have employed“duning,the datee.etéted,



three Deputy Inspectors and have incurred several small items of

exp ange in 'confa ction with'_the se‘-izure,‘ 'which'i will at an eaflym

date estiméﬁé forl -
Trusting my.;;kiohs may méet ihé.approval of the Department
I vgve the honor';o_be, _ o
Yours very truly,
(Signed) -+ 6. L. -Ba'ltze‘ll_,

Collector of Customs.

Copy e



Copy o
Offlce of
Special Agent Treasury Depanﬂnent,

Tafipa, Florida, Jan'y 21, 1895.

Hon, John G. Carlisle,
Secretary of ‘the Treasury,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

Reférring to the Department’s telegram of the,12th, repeated to
Poft Tampa on-thea14thfiﬁ ;egard to the fiiliﬂuste:;ng expeditioh in
which the yachts Lagonda and Amadis were alleged to be engage& I beg
to report that at the request of the Collecto;mof Customs at Fernandin\
dﬁted the lsgh, IAproceeded tq”that port on ‘the follOW1ng day but on
,érriving thé?ébl.found that I could do buﬁhlittlé,'Special Inspeotor
Andgg§on,'thé District-Attorney haQiﬁg.been there. . |

I desire:in this connection fp‘call to»fhe;aiggqtion of the Be-
partment whai I cohsi&er 5'1nexcu§ab1e delay on thé part of the Col-
1ector in repcrting thls case and in V1ew of his acknOWIedged ignor;
ance oi—how to act:‘;n not seeking the aid ‘and- advice of the officer:
of the Govrrnment near hlm, OWing’to his failure to do this he“al—

1owed two of the prinoipals in ‘the: expedit1on to escapp thus shutting



-0
off about the only means of dlscoverlng against what country the expe-
dition was directed, The uolleetor 1nforms me tﬁ;t on Monday the 7th
his suspicions Wéfu first aroused but it was not until Thursday that
he made any move and then wired the Captaln of the Revenue Cutter
Boutwell at Savannah, vé§%;1 being'under repairs could not respond.-
Friday the capta;n.of the Lagonda went to the Collector and reported .
that a number of suspicious boxes had béén put on the yacht the night
before and asked if any suspicion had been directed towards the yacht.,
The Collector sent his Deputy on board with'the cabtain but owing to a
refusal to allow, on the part of the agent of the yacht, N. B. Borden,
nade no éxamination of-thg conuents‘of the boxeg, Sunday the captain
of the yacht féportud'that~arms had been thrown overboard from the
vessel, but it was only on Monday, after the arrival of Special In-
spector Andersun~that‘any!search vas made and then"140 uuxes of arms,
ammunitioujunu accoutrements were found in and seized at the warehouse
of N. B. Borden. The:matter is now in ihe:hands of”the Di;trictwéf-
torney for the Southern Déstrict of Florida. Whiie_in Fernandina I
found ‘that N. Bl‘"Bo;den., who appéafs ééhspicuously -in the?ﬁrangem‘?
of the details of the éxﬁbdition, wéS'acquainted with JoséﬁHarti, a
well known Cuban revolutlonist, and had entertained him at Fernandlna

> later than last Ootober and while ‘T doubt that this was a £u11~

fledged expedition against that island I think he-was interested in it




to the extent that . he desires to show to the QUbans in thls country
who had contributed to the revolutlonary fund that he had collected
that he was trylng to do somethlng. . | - ) (f

"I have dlrected the collector at fernandina to make a full report
tF the Department‘anq_vill pot.therefore.enter into the details.of his
movements, , | | T _/

Roépeotfully yours,
| S. W. Paul,

Special Agent.
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Lreasury Hepartment,

Copy. - . ®ffice of the .§ccrctarg,
T [ ] B ® S L
WWashington, 3. €,  January 22, 1895.

o
The lHonorable

The Attorney General p_f.thle United..siatés.
Sir: |

I have the honér to transmit Nerewith a copy éf a report dated
the 19th 1nstant from.the‘Collector of Customs at Fernandlna Florida
relative to the steam yacht *Lagondar found with minitions of war on

board.  Your attention is invited to the Collector’s statement that

the arms are still held.
Respec tfu'llly yéurs, 3

(Signed) C. S. Hamlih,

Acting Secretary.
E. T. C.

Enclosure.-



COpPYe.

Accordmg to the 1a.st reports from rehable source, it appear:

l

‘that the owner of the arms and amzmniuon selzed at Fernandina, is
Mr, Mantell, steg-son of Mr. Marti the Cuban agitator.,' The 'Amadis'

As expected.in Charleston. o

Muruago".



