STEAMSHIP HORNET. |

Her Arrivai nt Nassnu—Experience on the
Passago=—Endeavors to Get Coal=Her
‘with the panish Core
vette and British Gunboat—Exchauge of
Visits with the Captain of the Lattcr—From
Naossau to Port-au-Prince. i

STEAUSHIP HORNET, }
PORT-AU-PEINCE, Dec. 18, 1870,

After leaving New York on the 8th fost. nothlag
ofinterest occarred until we arrived at Nassao. Our
experience on the passage s that the stcamer {8 not
as fest a3 we expected she would be, and she 13 &
great coal barner, consumiug tweaty-seven tons &
day, and more when draven hard.  We were off the
harbor of Nassau a$ six P. M. oa the 13th, but being
unable to zet & pilot did not eater the pors until the
mnextmorning. We had cleared for Nassau because
our supply of coal on learing New York was not
suficlent for wuws to rveach our destination,
and we depended wupon getting &ll we re-
guired at that porl, DLut In this we
were  disappointed. The caostom of the
placeis that oll steamers deswring coal muss first
make written application to the Governor, stating
the amount required: thed it goes through any
amount of red tape and circumlocution before the
requestis granted or refused. Qur applicaiion went
through the regular forms, but the reply wasare-
fusal, on the greund of our suspicious character.
‘Tne siip had been searchied by the Revenue Depart-
ment, bus nothing was found of a coatrabana
character—not a shadow that would tend to con.
1irm thelr suspicions. Our large complement of inen
‘wasthought to be qucer, but their being on board
‘wasexplained, Every one in the town had their
ownidea ofus. One s3ld we were golng toficasa
‘privateer, another that we had landed gunsana
men on.some one or me istands, and that as soon as
ed hould proceed 1o take them on

aard am, lnen for Cuba. Indeed oar entire
cruwse and desunauon was mapped ont; but, up.
parently, no i1wo wera of the samne W&y’o{ think-

’Ane captaln of a Spanish corvette—the Bazan—
sncceeded Iu throwing suds iuto the Governor's eyes
concermung us, and induenced b ‘so stroagly
azainst us that ‘the comwmander of herh!ascsty's Bun-
beat Phtlomel was ordered to Keep triclest
watch upon our movements, A boa 1 dgum-d
around us all night, and occa_slonmly ex.xmmcu 1he
ehackle that eecured our chamn to the mooring buoy
10 see ThAt We wWere not ready to sLp and 1i¢ off—
tbat onr captain was not endeavoring to play them
a Yankee trick,

We were obliged to have coal, and as 1t could nog
be obtaincd at Nassau we were compelied o 20
where we cculd getit, The authorities were very
particylar 1o making inquiries as 1o where we
desired _to clear for, ana ihe captam told
tbem Vera Cruz, via Port au Prince. This
=atisfed them and the clearance was granted.
‘Th panish  steamer in the meantime
bad lelt, an t  wag reperted that she
‘would lay for us ontstde; but we knew that she wonld
have 1o steam faster thaa ever before to be able
glve us trouble or m!ard our movements, By Ale
time we were ready to be off, the Plulomel also had
smeam up, and 1t Was cvmcnn that she Was going to

p2ny us, and everythung promisel a hvely
ume. Jn.st befure e were ready to leave, the cap-
taln Went on board the English steamer, where le
was well received. and we learn tbat he was in.
formed that we were to be seen clear of neatral
‘waters, that we did nothing of a contraband uature
on termiery over Which thte Britsha claimm conirol.
Capta.u Hudson also asked of tum his protection in
the absence of a United Biates sblp ef-war shou'd
the Spaniard interfere with him while 1n nentrul
waters; but, as the answer was not entirely satls.
factory he returned on board and we went outside.
Just as we were leaving the buoy the Enghsn captain
returned the visit, and sald w ourcommanger that he
came on a friendly call on! 0 give friendly advice,
wmcn was to deliver nlmselt TP to & Briuisk naval

r: that he would then be protected; that if we
Icll mw Spapish hands we should receive 0o mercy.
Captain Hudson thanked him, but smd ne would
gm: up the Ship to 00 one: that his papers were il
n"m, and that he tad & clearance from a British

g B the time we Were outside 1t was half-past sIx
o‘clock and qute dark. We we:e quite close to the

iishinan, and thinking It a good thne to show
our antagonst a clean pair of peels, we gave the
BDornes all the steam s8¢ could carry acd soon lefv
brer Majesty’s siip lar asiern, 8o tuat by mine £ M.
lus mast-head Izht was not visible, and since then®
we have seen neither of them.

‘They could not nnd the sligntesr fiaw about us at
Ka-san or they would have been delighted to have
made a se1zure. Laptaln Walker would like usto
have surrendered to him, hut he mistook his game
‘when he tricd his persuasive powers upon our cap-
fain, who did not see his argum

We are now £0ing up the harbor, and expect to

't 2il the coal we reqmire. e have but one day’s
suprly on board; but 11 we Go not l:et WAt We want
here it 1s underslood that arrapgeiments have been
made lor a supply of tiree or four hundred tons
elsewbere.
he who'e affpir at Nassau was scandalous. To
thiuk that an American ship can be trealedina
l.nmh port 10 such & shamefal manner! Darlng our
the authorlties there did not hes.rate to fit o
evcry ship that was calculated to injute our cause,
How: evcr. we bme gained one point, and that 1S o
cicarance m a Briush port. ~ We had a pilot from
Nassau here‘ S0 that in the event of our being
ticubjed we could at once run into neutral waters,
Al on beard are well and in high spirlis.

Further News of the Hornet.

‘The Hornet took on'board at Por au Prince about
3850 tons of coal, Which was purchased of M. Rivere,
2 merchant there, and left on the 224 inst. for Car-
ihagens to meet a carco of ammuntuon. Capiam
Hudson expects to have Hvely times on his cruse,
bt 13 very reticent as 1o what ke intends doing. He
BEAS SITORZIY L € XCIAG OVoats, Whien Wil only be
dnvexopeﬂ 13 they progress. Iiis cxew consists of
106 men, many of whom are Cudans, but none of
them wcn: alicwed on shore, and wmm at um an
FPrince great excitement urevalleﬂ inthe city as to
the ebject and equipment of the Hornet, but the;
&a},me 10 the concluslon thiat It Wwas a Cubsn expedi-

n.




