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!the claimants’ nationality. That the wmafority
' of the claimants are real bona fide oftisens-oi-
" the United States is undoubtedly true, but the
- ouestion ariges, Can citizens of the United
" Btates, naturahzed according to law, and who,
_ after obtaining their citizens’ papers, roturmed:
‘ to-Ciba with a Spanish passport, 1 which they
were styled Spanish suhjeots ; who landed here:
-gnd subscquently resided here assuch, gnd in
noinstance presented any claim to b insoribed
.a8 foreigners—can such persons be considered
citizerds of the United States?”’ There are éanes
where naturalized Cubans took out an Smerioan
passport,~which they kept quietly in their pock-
ets; and at-the same time took out a Spinish
‘passport, whereby they are' called Spaniskisub:
jeots, kept the- Amerioan passportin their desk,
_and at the cutbreak of the rebellion, mna or ten
~yents BUDCAABHT G0 theIT DATHrATNation. Pres
-asated themaelves at the United' Btagbe: Cotkn-
late, demaunding protection as Ameriesn' oity
%eny. Such cases were reported by the respédtivs-
Consuls to the State Department,. andthe hn-
swer was, “that such persons woald be con-
siderell’ American citizeus' whenever they Te-
turned’ to the United States, bat that the Con~.
sul cordd'not recognize them* as suoch¥’ Oitber
cases gocurred where the party, alter naturais-
zution, raturned under the same ciroumstaness.
asud 1o addition secepted some position of-homer
or profit udder tire Spanish Goveérnment—odiaces:
which no foreigner can fill. It wili be a very
delicate matter to sift this guestion ef citizen-
sbip, and these olatms may glve®risw to asome
nice points fortie Supreme Courtand: Congress
to discuss; but' the Diario’s assertion. that all
persons must have been citizens before the out-
.break of Yara, does: not hold good,-besause a.
- Caban may have wmade bis firat and sécord deo- «
laration previous: to the 10th of Octobex,1868,
'while the five years”residence after”his: first.
deckaration might not expire until 1840 or 1870.
Such persons, if they remained 1n the Umited
Blates and did not vake an active part in the
ravolution on the island, must undoubtédly be
considerea and treated' as American oifizens,
evon'if they have walked in half a dozen Cuban
processions or furnishedtunds to supply Quesa-
DA or CI3NEROS with meney. The walking about
the streets of New-York, with a rosette pinned
on the coat, or the giving -away of one’s money
iy no' offense against the laws of the Urited
States: The Diarw continues:

* The authorities of the island should be con-
sulted in each case, respecting the truth and Lthe-
Importance of the damages olaimed. The iufor--
mation is abgolotely indispensable, as othersvise
the damages would reach:labulous 2mounts..
The private interests tend alwavs to exaggerase’
the sums claimed, and the truth can only be
-found1in the data, which the Zpanish authoritiea
-can furdish.. It is unnecessary to say, that re~

sneciting the nationality question, the claimant:
. ought alsoto'be hearad in every:gase where any:
. doubt exists.”’

This iast sentence souuds well in Caba, or
before a dram-+beadiCourt-martial. jin the woods.
Does the Diare suppose that:a eominission

~ecomposed of-gentlemen—leaving- the question
. agide whether they are Americans ox not, and
' unbiagsed by political hatred or party tesiings—
does it think it'pessible that they wonldnot hear
and listen attentively to any testimony which
¢ould clear up mastters, whether 1t would be for
or against the claimant? Moderncommissions
investigate; Yo'el Rey does not exist with them,
and these three words don’t decide - cases in the
nineteenth century.”And now the Dsario flatters
the vanity of the Spaniards in Cuba;.and at the
. 8ame time expresses & very plain threat against
' the United States, brinming the fable of the
bullfrog and the ox vividly to mnd. . The Diario
' 8ayB: -
- *The Superior Government knows that the
Spaniards in Cuba are ready to sacrifice their
lives and property for the honor of S8pain,. which
18 their own honor.. Moderation is the 1msepera-
' ble companion of firmness, as braggmg 18 the
- companion of debilifty. Whoever pretends to
. infure 8pain in Cuba wiil find himsell faee to
- face with the Spaniards who inhabit 163: soidhers

" of the fatherland, wbko provoEke nobody;.but who
- do pot bend before the will of otbers.’”

Does:the Diario mean that it would.advocate

resistance to complianece with sucht arrange-

. ments as a Joint High Commission would. agree
~uponti 'The Voz de Quba says:

. “Why should not the claims of Spanish citi-
- zens&, who were injured during the war with- the
~ South, be troated as well as claims of Amerrean
' ¢citizens against Spain ¥’

' Here the guestion arises to what extent the
United States are respousible for damages
caused to Spsin by the fitting out and sailing of

' the various filibustering expeditions,.but the
Voz de Cuba draws & poor comparison : when 1t

" takes the Alabama guestion as s model,'becanse

' the Government of the United States invariably
attempted to stop filibustering expeditiens, the

' peaple of the United States having also afforded

 small aid to the Cubans in that respect, because
they are firmly convineed that whenever: they

' want Cubs they can havext without asking the

permission of the Spanish or Cuban Govern-

' ments. The people might murmuar a little at

- first and be dissatisfed, bui the history of
- Flovida, Lovisiana acd Texas wonld repeat it
- self, and in less than ten years no stronger
' American could be fornd than the sturdy son of
~ Asturias, the daring ‘Biscayan, the industrious
| Qatalan, or the intelligent Cuban, while the few
disgatisfied would be overruled by tbe immense
maiority, who love to learn, work and'live in
peace. QUASINODO.

CUBAN AFFAIRS.

The Claims of Americans Against Spain
—~Eress Discussion ot a Fossible Com-
massion of Setilement—'Fhe Chances ot
Annexntion.

Frcmm Our Own Correspondent,
HAVARA, Baturday, May 13, 1871,

The Havana Press is diseussing with much
warmtih a paragraph taken from the Waslhiington
correspondence of the TiIAMES, pubiished on the
24 1nst., and referring to the proposed Commis-
sion which is to settle the differences and claims
existing aganst 8pain, and growing out of the
present war in Cuba. The conclnding ssntence
of the paragraph reads: **'This Commission will
be unlike the Mexican Commission in thiz—that |
there are no counter claims to be brought.
against this Goveroment.” The Diario there- '|
upon saySs: , '

‘“ Y81t to be understood that this Commissior
will limit itself to treat the claims of American
citizens,without having the power to diseuss sucl
claims as with Spanish citizens may have beed
pending, in order to secure some indewnity § I8
1t to be understood that Spain has bound herself
to aceept as binding whatever the Commission-
ers may agree upont It is absolutely necessaly
that oniy the claims o! real American citizens,
publicly knowm as such betore the outhresk of
the revolution of Yara, be admitted, examioed
and discusged. Consequently, it 18 necessary to
ventilate sorupulously the pationality of the
claimaLt previous to entertaining his claim. If
the contrary were the case, 15 would give rise to

repugnant trickery, which cannot be aduntted

~or patrouized by the Government of o great

" nation, (the United States,) which is morally in-

- terested in justice being dove, and In seelng
that, under 1ts protection, no frauds be com-
wmitted.”

The Diario touches here a very senaitive point,
and is perfectly correct 11 demandiug proof of
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