CIGARS,

A Comparatively New Branch ¢t Indus.
try—Cuban Workmen-—-"The Impor-
tanceof the T'ronde—Effect of the Ameri-
can-Miade Cigars on the Caban

_ B_lurket—!low Old a Cigar Shounld Be.
** Best imported cigars,” on sign-board, on
painted card, in show windows on Broadway, in
the Bowery, in hotels, restaurants, bar-rooms,

and at the regular tobacconists. A snare and a

aelunsion! Evervbody knows that nine-tenths

of the cigars so ticketed and labeled are not im-

ported; that they never saw Havana; that

possibly even the leat they are made of grew in

Connecticut and not in Cuba.  And yet itiseo

much the custom for people to be humbugged,

that the word imported is understood to mean
some pleasing technical term, by which the
tobacco-seller can dispose of a ecigar for
fifteen to twenty-five cents, the real value
of which is from five to eight cents.

If the Edict ot Nantes 18 notable in the history

of trade for having been the main cause of

bringing to perfection certain crafts in England
brought there by expatriated Frenchmen, in the
same way the Umted States are indebted to

Cubans for a revolution made in the cigar trade.

Some five years ago the mosy of us, 1 we were

told by an honest vendor, ¢ that this cigar was

made here,” wounla have turned up our nvses at
it. Possibly we were right, for generally they
were execrable. Today, by the introduction of
skilled Cuban labor, and by the demand which
has arisen for their cigars, Cuban- cigars made
in New-York are gzreatly in demand, for if nos
superior to imported, they are, at least, on an
average, quite as good as those made in Havanas,
and why shounld they notbe$ Bome of the very
best of the Cuban workmen have left the island,
and the leaf used by them here I3 carefully se-
lected by the first makers from the cholicest
stock for sale in Havanat

The number of Cuban cigar-makers in the

United States we helieve, from a somewhat care-

ful examination, is full 5.000. These men have

founded small factories in Key West, Charles-
ton, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New-York and

Boston. Mostly they are working fair and free

togeitber. The largest factory is in New-York,

where some sixty find employment. The fast-
increasing importance ¢t the Cuban cigar trade
in the TUpilted B8tates is evident from
the effect 1t 18 producing in Cuba.
From the Dwario de la Marmna, a Bpano-
18h organ, we Ilearn tbat this year the
amount of tobacco exported to thia country was
gixty per cent. greater than in 1870, and that the
decrease in the shipment of cigars, though not
summed up, was very great. Aside from the
commercial question, it assumes somewhat of a
political mmportance. To a man, all Cuban cigar-
makers in the United States are patriots, and
bitterly opposed to Spain. From their wages
they contribute largely to the cause of Cuban
liberty. Every whiff, then, ot ¢cigar smoke blown
1n New-York from & Cuban cigar made here,
means 80 much powder and ball to be sent to the

18land for 1t8 emancipation. It is rather
difficult w0 explain in what lies the pre-
cise difference between a oigar made by
an American or German and a <cCuban.
As shown to the wnter, it seems that other na-
tiopalities than Cubanps, in making a cigar, gen-
erally pick up what rough tobacco constitutes a
bunch in a very helter-skelter way, whereas the
Cuban is careful to lay bhis pieces of leaf in the
bunch side by side, 80 a8 to assure tbe burning
of it eveuly. Then, ugain, the German uses &
binder, which the Cuban discards. In the ma-
nipulation, the Cuban makes the cigar, all but
putting on the wrapper. 1n his hand, while the
German continually rolis and molds his cigar
on his board. A Cuban cigar-maker general-
ly avouds wmaking a very close cigar at
the butt, and mostly wanages to make
his work so exact to the 81ze that very
Iittle trimwming of the square end of the cigar is
necessary. Nothing could exceed the skilt of
these workmen. Each fiuger had apparently a
tunction ot its own. The greatest nicety seemed
to e necessary to make the point of the cigar.
A moreo orderly, quiet set of workmen we never
gaw., One incident, which we are pleased to
note, was that while working, a mau was reaa-
ing aloud to them in Spanish. Oa inquiry, we
found hie read to them two or three hours every
day—that he was paid for his services. The
book he was reading was the history ot the
United 8States. After the cigar 18 made,
they are divided 1nto  firsts, seconds,
thirds apd fourths, according to eXxcel-
lence of shape and make, and are then
reassorted as to colors. The worikinan who
does this is called the escojedor, or selector.
Of course, between a Maduro and a Claro, the
difterence is apoareat, but a clever escojedor can
make neaily adozeun intermediate shades. The
price§ paid to goud workmen is quite hberal.
They work at 8o mmuch a thousand, according to
size. For Regalias, they g2t $30 ¢ 1AM ; for Cou-
chas, $20. About 250 Regalius is a very good
day’s work—about 175 to 20018 the average. The
assorter ot Colas can make $5 to $8 per diem.
Wages are from 24 to $6 higher than 1n Havaua.

Qr course the 8kill o the workmen has much to
do witth the proper smoking of the cigar. The
beast tobacco put in & cigar, requiring a plaster
to make 1t draw, wouid be worthleas. The great
improvement in the cigar business has avisen
from the fact that the Cuvauns, with their kuowl-
edge ot what tobacco crop or reqa on the sland
produced such and such a eigar, or the mixtares
ot certain tobaccos other brands, have been ena-
bled to make better selections of tobacco.

Some four years ago, before the Cuban revolu-
tion, but one-fittieth, perhaps, of the tobacco
sent here from the 18land was even of 1, 2. or
38 quality; today fully onpe-fourth 18 of good
grade, and the demand for the finest leaf
18 on the inmcreasc. The old adage id found
to be as applicable in cigars as to
the making of puddings: - Puat good
thiogs in and good things will come out.”
Gradually prejudice 18 being overcoms 1n regard
to Cuban cigars. Perhaps it would be petiter for
the trade it they discarded entirely the imita-
tion of the Havana brands. In regard to thia,
they assert their willingness to do so, but the
consumers ingist on Keeping up the iliusion. One
of the largest Cuban eigar manufacturers in
Water-atreat has emancipated himself from the
plan of copyinx with Chinese accuracy the Ha-
vana marks, aud braods of his own name find a
reafiy demsud io the marked,

The question of tow 0l & cigar should be be-
fore beiuyg smoked is often a disputed one. Cu-
bans like a green cigar., The workmen, who
ought to Know, smoke the cigars a8 they make
them. 1f you go to a certain well-Known cigar-
store in Nussau-street, already quite celebrated
torits Cuvban cigars made in the City, and buy a
cigar thero, before handing 1t to you the very
courtecous Cuban will with great deliberation
first apply the cigar to s ear. You ask, * What

is that fori” .
¢ 'I'g see, or rather hear, how a:v it :s, If too

dry it will anap very short. Y can hearit. A
green cigar 18 8oft, and makes no noise.”’ |
** How old ought a cigar to be ¢
‘‘ In two or three weeks in this climate a cigar

is dry enough-—longer than that does not im-
prove it.””



