e —

The Cubans—Letter from Gov. Palmer,
of Illinous.

QPRINGFIELD, 111., March 23, 1870,
Hon. . M. Ctay., New-York :

Duar Sik: I have the honor to acknowl-
edge the rocelpt of your favor of March 18, 15470,
in which you inform me that, at the insuance of
my fricnd, Gen. Joun A. Loaan, I have been
appointed Vice-President for Illinois of the an-
gociation organized to aid the Cnbans. Iam

obliged by this evidenco of the good-will and
confidenco of Gen. LoGAN and yoursolf; but
feol 1t to be my duty to decline the appointment,
Ido not think it consistont with the public
duty of the Governor of one of the United States
to aid msurgents ngaingt the authority of o Gov-
orunment with which the United States are at
peaco. The Federal Government is resaponsiblo
to the Btates for the manazement and proper
control of our relations wiil foreign pations, and
the Governor of Illinvis cuunot with propricty
act u8 the Vice-President of an assoclation over
wlhuse operations he hus no control, and that
may, for anything he can do to prevent it, vio-
late the acts of Congress enacted to preserve our
neutrality. ITam au old-fushion States’ Rights
man. I would not interfere with the proper
duties of the Fedoral Government, and resist all
encroachinents from that quarter upon tho
proper powoers and duties of the State
But if not, provented by the fore~, ne condi-
tions rrom Accepting thi i

. 3 PTuition, there are
b}hors that arc suflicienl (o prevent me froim
doing so.

I have no evidenoe that the so-called *“ Patriot-
1c Party’ in Cuba has decreed tho abolition of
sluvery, and the fact that their leader is Ggen,
JORDON, who was for vears in arms against our
troe Government, to porpetuate slavery, aflords
Ine 1o very satisfaotory evidence of such an in-
tention. The curse of 'Cuba 18 slavery—the po-
litical mlavery of ong class, and the personal
Burvitude of the black and mixed races. I have
o Rympiathy with slave-holders or the friends of
slavery ; and until the insurgent party of Cuba
openly and solemnnty denounce the institution of
human slavery, and make themselves respousi-
ble for its overthrow, I amn uuwilling to assist
them or ask othoers to do 8o,
1 buvo the henor to be, very respectfully,
JOIIN M. PALMER.
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