.+ CUBAN BELLIGERENCY. -
| Mass Mecting nt the Cooper Enstitute—
i. . Speeches of Hlornce Qrecley, Cassing
- ‘M. Olay and Othkcrs,

. Cooper Institute was filled last evening by
f3_}_.’{11;11Xf3(1 audienco drawn thither to Msten to
| speeches from Hon. JOHN A. LOGAN, of Ilinois;
{ Hon, THOMAS FITCH, of Novnda; Rev. HENRY
i WARD BEECHER, Rev. Dr. SMITH, and Hon. CAs-
. 5IU8 M. Cray, of Kentusky, who were advertised
' to speak in behalf of strugghing Cuba. Of these .
' only Mr. CLAY was present, IR

{ Hon, HORACE GREELEY ‘presided, and opened
« the meeting in & spocoh, Hefsnding the Mouroe
- Doctrine and doclaring that i shonld bo the
} policy of the Govertiment to carry it out to the
t fullest extont. Inreiation totheconfictin Cuba,

. he sald that no'reliance :could be placed in the
, reports wo raceive bf Bpanish victories, as they
were o tissueof liés.-~'That if the patriots of Cuba
could be vanquished by -square yards of lying
‘they.:would 'have,'been - long since annilated.
He: predliotet; "ther final success in achieving
their itidépendetce-of Bpanish power,

& Tho firat speaker introduced was Hon, CASSIUS
M./CLrY. He heganby defending himself from
tho'allegationsbrought against him of baving de-
gortted the countryinits hour of peril, and having
betaken himsell to ‘a toreign Court as the Minis-
ter of the American Government instead ot tak-
Jng the tield apgainst the Southern arumes, he be-
ing at the time commissioned as aMajor-General,
Hae alluded also to tlie fact that the Eucyclopaedia
-gpokeo of him as a politician; 1t would not give
him the title of statesman, and his' enemies
had chargell that he was no diplomatist oven
when acting as Minister to Russia. After he had
proceeded in this strain for fifteen minutes, the
audience, -ovidently under tho impression that
thio spealter was oceupying too much time in
narrating his personal relations with thoe Gov-
ernment, and was not discoursing on the subjeet
which brought the meeting together, interrupted
him with cries of “Cubal! Cubal” and with
allusions thereverse of comphwmentary, Heeding
thesoe intimations, Mr, CLAY procecded to speak
of the Cuban cause. He contended that the
according of belligzerent rights to Cuba. would
not impair the justice of the Alabama claims.
Ho held that before our difficutties growimg out
of the Alabama claims could be settled with
Great Britain the Ameriean Government would
have to haclk squarely down as to the matter of
holding England responsible for a declaration of
belligerency in regard to the Confed-
erata States. He held also that Gen-
eral GranTt, in his Message to Congross, was
in contlict with the opinions avowed by Benator
SUMNER, in declaring that thisnation, like every
other, has the right to decide for itself when it
is proper for it to declare a stato of war as exist-
ing between nations, or between a Government
and any poction of its people. Aftter several in-
terruptions on the part of the audionce, Mr.
CrLAY closed his remarks by offering the follow-
ing resolutions : :

Whereas, The Monros doctrine, that Europeaun
monarchies ought not to be allowed to extend their
acquisitions of territory and political power in the
American hemisphere, has become the fixed policy of
the Republic; and _

. Whereas, Thoe proximity in such possessions of those
m(%narchleg has proved dangerous to our peace and
safety; an - |

_Wh)e';'eas, We hold, with our’fathers of 1776, that
Governments aro instituted for the benefit of the gov-
erned, the role of tho people by the people, for tho
pooplo ; therefore,

" Resolved, By tho people of Now.York, without dis.
tinction of party, in mngs meeting ngsembled, that the
peoplo of the United States gaynmpathizo with the peo-
plo of Cubsa, who have been for more than a yeur car-
Tying on war against Spain in vindication of the in-
alienable 1‘1511“3 of sel{-government.

. Resolved, That the time has come, in the languago
05 Prosident GRANT'S Messago, to accord the right of
belligerency to a people struggling to free themselvoes
from a Government they believe to be opprossive,

Resolved, That our representatives, the President,

- tho Senate, and the House of Representutives of the

United States, bo requested to Proclnim,,in legal form,
the oxistence of o state of belligerency between the
Cuban patriots and the Spanisbh nation,

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, signed
by tho oficers of this meeting, bo sevt to tho Prosi.
dent and the Bpeakors of tho Senate and Houso of
Ropresentatives of the United States, and that their
publication in all the journals of the Republic be re-
spoctiully asked.

Addresses in support of these resolutions wero
then made by Messrs, Z. K. PANGBORN, Mr. LiD-
DY, of the Irish Repubdblic, and Hon. THEODORE
E. ToMILINSON, after which the resolutions were
adopted and the meeoting adjourned, Mr. GREE-
LEY having previously declared that at the next
meeting the leaders of the people would be pres-
ent, as they will have seen that the people have
been hero before them.




