CONUERNING MASSACRE.

Ealy in February the Cuban leader Cespedes
nddressed the Government of the United States
manifesting, amoug other things, that in the
Lope of speedy recognition he had not adopted
the policy of reprisals against tbe constant
atrocitics of ,his foe. The Cuban Junta to-day
answer tho charge that the lato decree of mur-
der by Valmaseda a3 anticipated by one from
Cespedes equally mertiless. They show indi-
Jecl]y that Cespedes had paused, as he liwsclf
\s.'ml, Dbefore determining upen any measure
of general refaliation, His proclamation
to this eficet, of which we published
o trapslation, bears date of ,the 18th
Febraary, and is tho ono upon which the
Spanish agents rest their defenso of Valma-
seda’s bloody decreo of April. After recount-
ing tho cruelties committed on his captured
soldicrs, and instancing his own forbearance,
Cespedes feels pmokul to decree “reprisal
“ against tho encmy in its most anple terms;
“blood for blood; execution for execution; e
“termination for extermination.” 'l‘l;cgb are
derperate words, and uttered by 2. man of will.

We are inclined to bclieve the Junta when
they say that Count Valmaseda's order was
not funnediately excited by this decreo. With
or withont a coile, ho had, in all probability,
been pmnously excrcising  his talent of
assassination in  the mcighboihoods which
Lo had overawed. Valmaseda is said to pos-
cees a fat head and o erucl heart, and flike many
other provincial veterans of Spatn is Tat
“troubled with pitcous scruples. Ho must bave
practiced a great deal 3o the art of Lilling be-
fore he could find in his heart to decree the
death of all males over fiftecen years of age
found absent from home witkoat proper cause,
togetlier with the destruction of l.louscs. and
somethirg like violence of a suspicious sort
to defcnseless women. The order of Cespede:

1l hia i3 more
sinco it grants pardon to the Spanish soldier
and punishes the nativo traitor according to cir-
cumstances. Cespedes, it lere appears, has
shrewdly availed Limself of what he considers
a fierce necessity to direct & deadly threat
against such nalives as fight in the Spanish
ranks. He may have aimed at the mobilized ne-
groes and mulattoes of whom wo Lave lately

heard.

Tue Junta have not referred to the Spanish
proclamations of massacro antecedent to the
deeree of Cespedes, and we shall hero endeavor
to refreah theirs aud the general memory. The
first proclamation of Valmaseda, jssued at
Verticntes, was a decreo of death. On the 18th
of October, Gen. Mena, in Paerto Principe,
oflicially direeted all insurgents to be ghot, and
prescribed tho samo fate to their instigators
and concc;\lera. On the 12th of October, at

la, Col. Reguera imed that all
residents who did not show themselves in forty-
cight hours should be slot. On the 17th of
October Gen. Ravenct, at Santiago de Cula,
ordered all insurgents to bo tried by court~
mattial and shot. Worse still, at Manzavillo,
on the 10th November, Valmaseda attained the
climax of military barbarism and despotjsm.
1le ordered that after date insurgents or con-
spirators, tlhose who will edit, print, or circu-
late subversive writings or news, those who
may interrupt or destroy telegraphic commu-
nication, and those generally who may aid or
abet the encmy,—sbonld be shot. Weo
lave good reason to suspect (hat orders
such a8 these wero  subsequently issued
Ly Spaniards in other parts of tho country.
Wlio doubts that hundreds fell victims to these
butcheily 2nd cowardly decrees? Gen. Cespedes
has at Jeast the plea in his favor of having
 been most inteusely and savagely provoked to
reprisal. That his deeree is not an in-
discriminato  license  to  slanghter makes
it comparativcly moderate, but even its
'moderation must shock & public unused
“to the spectacle of n war fonglt ont on both
sides with all the tragedy of an incradicable
batred, Itisplain that wo Lave not yet hemm
to realize the savage earmest of the war in
Cuba, For the -uko of civilization and of the
future, we wish that we could aumcsstully
plead or protest againet its horro




