THE MILITARY SITUATION.
1FLOX OTR OWN COREESPONDENT.|

Tavana, Jan. 30.—~The campaign now carriad on
four montls iu the Eastan quarter will better sat-
fsfy 30u 2sadisplay, on however small ascale, of
the moral encrgies than 2s a matter of strategic curi-
osity. Yctitwill not be out of the way toreview
briefly the courses 6o far parsued by the Spaniards,
&nd ascertain what we know of tLis much perplexed
snd falsifiecd question of the Insurrection, At the
start Count Valmasoda was sent direct to the south-
eastern port of Manzanillo, whence be night oper-
ateon the inland district about Yars, in which the
losurrection took its rise with Ceepedes for
clief. As fucedulous, perbaps, as others, that
fle rising there wam general, or respeo-

who Lad just manuwiited bis slaves to take a frco
partinthe war. The Spaniards reached Nuevitas,
buming some plantations and other property belong-
ing to Culans. His little army having been de~
pleted, Valinascda mado a trip for Hfasana to confer
with Lersundi, and rturn with riEnforcements.
108 troops, strengthencd with anns and men, and
numbering between 4,000 and 5,00, perhaps even less,
took up their march across the country, carrying
their own waler aud sapplies in good part, and en-
countennga pminknt enemy all tho way. Itisthis
march which has given to Valmaseda all the credit
which Le has gained in the p

of the sdea that there can bo no treason while the
country is governed by an jnsurrection of which
Dulco is the instrument, that anthority has written
aletter as follows to the political Governor:

¥ huvo seen, with the grestest recret, the attacks
Jebien soma peflodicals dircot weainat the lutegity of tio

Tervitory, with of the Bpain,
It s impossible tlat such a mode of conducl mpta nda-
T8 inits manmer an piration,

o) an
€nuse which it is not jncdispensabla to dest u
liberty of the p"u, in :leunlnel an elﬂncn of rl\'lllln-
tion and progrees, ca i1 the Tsland of Cuba to b
fard pasions,

b i organ of frints njury. and ¢

=il renen arber 1h2¢ wistiogt exgtmg Injuey to sny
nno, lnd obeyfug s .»unmenz ot separation and of Jus-

t was 1l

asa
Lrave and pucling soldier. As fur as IJM Tlm:u
he scems to Liave encountered the men of Santa Lin-
cia; beyond that, and ncar Bayamo, small forces of
reconnoissanco Lelonging to Cespedes. As is gener-
ally believed, be found Day: amo iu ashes, proof of

the stubborn, and even eclf.

wlich the wealthy and pepular leaders of tho causo
of independence Lave carried Into thowar, What
may be called a handsome episode of this small cam-
rdism took place at Baire, whither came the Spanish
Commauder, Quiroz, from fantiago de Cuba, to en-
counter tho Xubels under Donato Marmol, and get
beaten by means of bayonet-hooks and machetes.
The actual prescut positions of the campaign arc not
vaderstood. It is mot certain that Valmuseda has
Ieft Bayamo; not certain that Cespedes bas fallen
Lach upou Guisy, near the mountains of the Sicrra
Macstra, in which 2re {he Cnban copper mines, and
which arc szid to favor along and bafiling campaign.
Neither can it be positively asserted that the city of
Tuerto-Principo bas been taken by the Rebel forces
of Quesada. That city was stoutly garrisoned. even
its churches having been put ina condition of de-
fense some time age. All tho facts which at present
seem to bear upon the standard rumor and report
Jjust stated, are that Quesada had marched toward
1he Puerto, and that families are leaving Villa Clara,
a town much nearer, to come to {he capital. Official
papers Liave it that 3000 persons, inclnding insurrec-
tiouists and their families, had como into Sautiago
do Cula, Palma, Celre, Baracoz, and other towns,
asking the pardon of the Government, The Spanish
paper at Manzanillo moralizes over tne feeding of 400
Lalf starving cLildren of rcbels by Valmaseda’s com-
missary, Tho Count kimwl!f writes homs that he
zavo the insurgents o Lad Leating on tho Cauto
River. Thismiver is, Ly tho way, the best in Cuba,

aud is navigalle up te Bayamo, which
would probably  bave furnirked e Span-
fards an  excdlent baso of supplies had

Cespedes not buined it, o himself being the prinei-
pxl sufferer in 1he lo~s of its property, aud if not Le.
Lis colleaguo Agwillera, whose wealth Las been
generally rematked. There are stories that Cespedes
and Aguiltera crossed tho Canto River with oaly €0
1nen; that great discoutent existed in the rebel army
Lecanso of waut of pay; that Cespedes had promiscd
Lasmenall the gold they could steal in Manzanillo;
that the rebels were treating of surrender. Probally
no part of the world is more surprisingly furtile in
thie kind of irresponsille Ising which tahes the shape
of rumor than the tropics; and one reason for it hero
i3 1hat Government has undertahen a monepoly in
all matters of intelligince. What is said of the
wholesalo surrender of ineurgents must be taken
with some grains of allowance. It is implied
by the Jangnage of the oflicial paper that three thou-
sand rebels had lately been asking pzrdon, whereas it
is probably nearer tko truth that thoso who sought
the Spanish authonties were the people of the burned
and wasted DBayamo ncighborhood, aud not, 1 any
remarhabls number, soldiers of the insurgent army.
Agaiu, tho Spaniards have a way of sbading all news
thatcan give the slightest comfort or inspiration to
the rebellion. It was lately saild officially that a
vessil, the American Asicite, had been taken bya
Spanish lancka eaiionera ou suspicion, but for the rest
we are in the dark. Wo kicard of a vesscl from Nas-
sau seized in whick there were an unusual number of
tiibulantcs, or ship hands, but the papers dare not,
or will not, ntter the suspicion that the tribu-
lantes wero brave joung Cubans who went
out to find tho flag of Cespedes. A paper
of Trinidad has been tilling the story that Cespedes
had pat the question of suriender with hberal terms
to bis council-of-war, and that a majority had gone
for surrender; but Irced hardly say that this tale,
though held of moro or less account o the side of the
newest guns and greatest mwunitions, is unwortly of
any credit. The rumor has not baen wanting at the
camtal, based peshaps upon the fancy just related,
that Cespedes has seut Lis proxy tothecamtalto
arranga a setilement, and that soon all will be over,
It willbe borne in mind, Lowever, that the latest
known act of Cespedes, the burniug of Bayamo, was
inits nature by no means an overturs for peace.
The men who entered upon the leading work
of the rcbellion staked property, wealih, life,
upon it. Agullera, Santa Lucia, Tiguercdo, Ces-
pedes, and others, have emaneipated their slaves,
and hovo imperiled all of the very cousideralle
quantity of estate they own. Fren now, somo of
them bave lost plantations and houses by the war,
Their friends boast that they ecan, 2t any time, have
an abundanco of men, and aver that their solo want
is in arms. In sbort, it is Lelieved Ly those who
favor thecauseof Cula earnestly, that it contains
too strong a moral and patriotic iuvestinent this
time to fail soon, or. rather, to fail at all. The Cubans
do not speak of failure, in fact. Tlus morning ap-
pears an amticlein the official organ stating thata
great, and, in some respects, a friendly pressuro has
een brought to bearwpon the insurgents to induce
them to accept the most Liberal terms of surrender
that can possibly bo oered. Cespedes, who is act-
ing for lLis causo very much as a Presidentand
Secretary of War combined, Lias a real influence
over the Jeaders of the revolt; and the case of Baya-
mo appears to have recorded lis opinion as
erms. The Spaniards would, of course,
felicitate thewselves greatly upon his surrender.
The worst I can perceive of the very meager news
‘which comes to hand respectiog the war is that on
on the 17th a steamer took to Manzanillo a battalion
of troopsand a piece of artillery. The Government
papers are not yet able to report auy of the insur-
gent neighborhoods as quieted ; there is trouble of a
kind around Santiago de Cuba; and the country to
an extent not reckoncd soems disposed for au insar-
rection, It is only the retnforcement of the guns
which can count in the summing up. You are awars
of the Cuban complaint that the United States are
giviog guns to Bpaio, but will send none, allow none
to como to Cuba, or give or lend their money; and
all this after four months of Cuban struggle prac-
tically fn the lntemt of the United States,
and of 1-ge
ment. You bave C\nba within lnns»length ‘which
is many mles nearer than Crete, and with an Amer-
canized and liberalized people, willing and anxions

table. Valmaseds very soon carried bis force
d byseato the coust-fown of
Lear that a more dangerous ontbreak was about lo
happen in the rich town of Puerto-Princips. He
smarched to this point, sat down by it, opened negoti-
ations with the citizens, and if Gov. Lereundi bo ro-
ported nght, wrote pastoral letters when he shounld
have been fighting. Valmaseda is s fat, hearty [sol-
dier, pever held to be brnlliant; but when command-
ant at the Puerto Le was not averse to social pleas-
ores, became a popular mnsmm.nnd hr.nce counted
npon ‘with a rood were
to secede from the existing form of things along
‘with the well-known Marquis of Santa Lucia. Valma-
seda’s negotiation had so far advanced that the
‘tirothers Aranga, chief Licutenantsof the Marquis,
wrere disposed 10 yield in conalderation of an ample
programme from Spain; bat tle firm and fervent
pativism of £anta Lucis carried the day, dnd it was
decided with s great deal of spirit to rebel. The
Bpaniards, after consuming & raonth to no parpose,
‘were miystified by the event. Valmasoda iz no good
tewper warchied on Nuevitas, opposcd by the Cama-
guesalios, as the people of the Pucrto region are
called, under Jead of tho Marquis of Bants Lucia,

to fescno out of the shadow of the tra-
ditions which bind them uawillingly to the forms of
Slavery. Yet the British are said to be helping the
islanders where the Yankees will not. Noone knows
tlat anytbing comes from the north. Against the
apathy of the United States the Cuban protest is
sitple, and may be reported thus: Attend to your
Alabams case if yon please, and win it; but do o't
deny ng the outright sympathy, and virtual aid and
comfort which you have given to Mexico, Ireland,
and Crete. Does Mr. Soward want to buy the island
from Spain for $100,000,0001 Perhaps we might et
him have it for tbirty times less. Only send ws
3,000,000 And 10,000 guos, and that is enongh. We
will trust tha rest.

The Captain-G: ! has Jiberally d him-
sclf as baviog come to offer the Cabans the good
fruits of the Revointion in Spain, but that is not to
sey he ean tolerats & rovolution in and for the now
wot Always-Faithful isle. Tn faet, he brings thean-
thority of 1nsurrection to put down insurrection, and
holds that tlere 13 =uch a thiug as treason, if not to
Quezn Isabella, certainly to Spain. A pumber of the

papers of the cavital kaving wade {hemselves organs

s first fo fro-

Frh Saving principlen of the rovolation of Seplem:

ber. Thioso priuc) e abo o stevdard, and [ wil perruit

none, by the u: mercenary Weapons, to abuse the

rleuge sacred aa that of tho {roe euussion of WRLie
though

The penalty marked out by the decree cLiho Provi-
sionnt Joverument ia e ato

1o Code, aud in defanlt of

m« bym uu,-um-cnon.nuuou of tho tribuuals,
charce Juil in the fultiiment of your dutics 19
emrgnuully Proscents and denounce
Jierpousible for IIQM oficusea 1o llle ﬂﬂl ]\|lt0 aro the
autliof oF director of (e periedicals } in o sccoud placo
rlneallh‘hln\helhlnn-lare tho p
s, then, ‘harge , finaily, m dieplay the createst
‘iwstructions of_your oftice,
OMINGO DLLCE.

zeal m e catrsiak oul of the
God EUARI o Aty years.

Tldtana, 1569,

Mere is to be scen tho temper of the Captain-Gen-
eral, never quite Lent out of its Spanisl shapo and
consistency by events through which ho has gone,
with a head groning grayer day by day. Gen. Dulce
married & fair Cabana, and there is, therefore, an
island side to his churacter; but of this no matter
now. e will, I fear, sweep away, some legitimate
freo speech with tho awful broom which he has juat
put 1 notion against what lic considers liceuse, but
which, afterall, perhaps ho oserrates, 1t fa but just
to say that qp.)in and tho § p:mi:mls havo not been
divilly treated infsome of tho minor presses; that
there is  mucdi  or little oflense in this
according to the skin of the vietlm; but it
is very truo that the swarmiug papersof Cuba have
cndeavored to express 2 hearty sympa‘hy for Cuba.
La Prensa to-day has an articlo in which it says that
it on tho nightof the last disturbance in tLe city
anyoune bad pronounced openly the Bamesof tho
intluential and wealthy familics mnplicated in the
Cuban mevement there would have becn scenes of
Dloodshed £nd horror to which the Jate massacres
would havo appeared mild. You will perceive that
this1s & plain confession of the merciless means ex-
ercised to do the wrongs committed not longazo on
e people of Ilavana,




