Spatn and’ the Cabaa Cristi=Is Genoral
Gt Ready for Actlon? .
The friendly suggestions of General Sickles
to the Spanish government in reference to
 Cuba appear to have awakened a gencral out-
cry of wrath from all partles and factlons in
Spala agalast the United States, surpassing the
- warliko flare-up In England over Senator Sum-
ner's astounding expositions of the Alabama
claims. It is o shrewd trick on the part of the
Spanish regency to divert the attention of the
factlons at bome from their revolutionary
schemes o the danger which meaaces the
“Ever Falthful Island ;" but it s a trick which
will serve no practical purpose. Nor will the
rash resolve to add {weaty thousand Spanish
troops to the forces of tho Captaln General of
Cuba. The first Napoleon seat out a formida-
ble flieet and an army of twenty thousand men,
under his brother-in-law, General Le Clere, to
reduce the rebellious blacks of St Domingo,
but the expedition tarned out a dlsastrous fail-
ure. How, then, Is Spala to succeed againat
tho rebellious Cubans? It will be the old
slory of all the other Spanish-American colo-
nles from Mexico to Chile, Spain fought them
all to tho last ditch, and each in itslura. She
lost them all.

The absurdest of all the absurdities of Spaln
In this business, however, Is her recent at-
tempt at blastering after the fashion of John
Bull, This gamo of bluff i3 entirely preposter-
ous, notwithstanding the eacouragement given
toit through certain officlal or semi-ofictal
newspaper organs of England and France, Wo
are'satisfiod that Geaeral Grant understands
all this bluster and bravado, and that he
is not frightened by it in the least degreo.
We think we may sifely undertake to
say that ho dios not believe that
cither Spain, Franco or England enter-
tains any serious thoughts, in any event, of a
quarrel with the United States over Cuba; that
be carnestly dealres to maliatain friendly rela-
tions with each of thoso Powers; but that, If
necessary to meetit, he will not shrink from
the "l’,f’”r‘-' ratio regum—an negc:\l toatms. A
ruptare between the United Stafes and Spain
would scitle the Coban question in ten days;
the recognition of belligerent rights in behalf
of the Cubans by General Grant would, per-
haps, within twealy, certainly in thirty days,
establish the independence of tha {sland,

If it 13 from fear of tils rccogrition that
Spata Is threateninz war she I3 acting very
foolishly. Truly do we belicve that her only
cours of wisdom in regard to Cuba is through
the friendly ofices of General Graat, to get the
1sland off her handa on the good terms which
she may now command forths sake of peace.
TMumanity and clvilization call for the active
intervention of the Unlted States in Cuba in
behalf of peace. Spain has forfeited there all
clalms to consideration a3 a civilized power in
prosecutiog the war agalast the Cuban Insar-
gents according to the practices of savages.
Actlop, upon every coasideration of humanity,
Justice and sound policy, is demanded from the
administration to put an ead to thesa barbarous
atrocitiesof Spaia in Cuba; and we can assure
General Grant that the American people of
all sections and partles are becomiag Impatient
of longer delay, which many will understand
as resulting only from indifferonce, Ignorance
or fear. We hear that General Grant, how-
erer, I3 preparing for action; but the action
that will settle the Cuban questlon, to prepar-
ation, we think, isneeded. A simple declar-
ation will suffice. Tsthe President ready for
action? If not, we, in behalf of the American
people, would like to hnow the reasoa why?




