The Culan Question=—Spain, Tranco and
Rugland.

The press of Franee and England is very
much occupled with the Cuban question and
the conduct of the Unlted States with regard
toit, One day it admits that the only solution
is In accepting the mediation and offer of the
American government for the independenco of
Cuba; another day it calls upon Spain to de-

i nonnze the officiousness of America and claims
the right of French and Britlsh interference in
any rettlement that may be made of the Caban
difficulty. This hosiils attitule to the actloa
of the United states Is the last phase of senti-
taezt expreszed by the European press. Tbe
question naturally arises here, what Is tbe
cause of this clinoge of tone? Why this con-
demnation of America ‘“for lntermeddling”
with Cuba and call upon the Spanlsh govern-
ment to “resist the Interference?” We think
General Prim's presence in Paris accounts for
itall. We published yesterday a cable fele-
gram from Europe to the cffect that the Gene-
ral had & conference with the Spanish ambas-
sadors to England and France on the subject of

ications from Washi , and that
the disposition of the United States to inter-
fere in the affairs of" Cuba was denonnced at
this conference and the hope expressed that

“Spain would reply energetically to fhe
oficious ifestath of the Americans.”

True, there is another telegram from Parls of

tke same date contradicting the statement of

what took place at the conference, but this

bas all the marks of an aftertbought and of a

prudent political dodge, From the present

tone of the French prees it scems probable

{hat General Prim has seen Napoleon, or, at

least, thaf the Cuban question has been dls-

cussed, directly or indirectly, between them.

It bas been wurged, too, that Fraoce
(and England are deeply interested 1In
the destiny of Cuba, and that In any seftle-
ment which may be made of the present difs-
culty the United States shonld not alone be
consulted, and that these two Powers must
have a voice in the matter.

At the bottom of all this we see the old
Jenlousy of the progress and power of the
Unlted States revived. It is the same mo-

lical, arl: and  antl-republi
epirit which during our civil war led to the

Invasion of Mexico and the attempt to estab-

lish & monarchy on this Contlnent ; the same
that has influenced England throughout tho |
whole course of her inimical policy towards '

h{3 country. Yet one would think the French

might have learned the folly of hoetility to

Ameriean sentiment and progress In “their

faial Mexiean experiment, and that the Eng-

lish would bave been taught the fatillty of at-
tempiing to arvest our progress and deatiny.

But tho jealonsy and bostile feellngs of gove

ernments, as well 28 of people, make them blind.

They look at everpthing through a false me-

dlum, end see only what they wish.

i Ifthe Emperor Napoleon desires to compli-
cate the question of Cuba and fo create diffl-
culties between Spaln and the Unlted States
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might plangs that country into furiher trou-
ble aad en cnormous expense, but 1t would
uot change the policy of this country or the
destiny of Cuba. Indecd, the opposition or
hostility of France or England would hase tho
effect of aromalng tho American people and
government to prompt and declslve measares
for the Independence of Caba, And if Eng-
land Imagines that we shoold be deterred
from recogaleing the independence of Cuba or
from parlicipating In the expulsion of the
Spaniards from the island for fear of
doamagiog  our case in  the Alabama
clalms she s greally mistaken, Cuba
is & live queston—the quostion of the
day. 1t is no longer s0 with tho Alabama
claima, Not that wo abandon them; they are
simply lald aside for the present. We can
bring them up at somo future time, when it
sulla us and whea the best opportunity occurs,
Mr. Sumner may waat everything put aside for
that question fo gratify his vanity, bocause he
wade a flaming speech on the subject and be-
causo that Is his special hobby; but it lsnot
80 wilk the Amerlcan people, Congress or the
administration. With them the independence
of Cuba s the question of the day. The eola-
tion of that caunot be long deferred. The
Alabama claims wo can ectile at our con-
venlence, Desides, Cuba will bas worth far
morc to the United States than the amount of
thoeo claims. Should Eagland, France, or
even the Spanish Regency, suppose It can
ohange the policy and course of the United
States wlth regard to Cuba 1t I3 mistaken.
Or should General Prim, who was once o
liberal and the friend of Cuba, suppose he can
intrigue successfully for the interposition of
the European Powers'in the Cuban dificully
he will find that his labor will be ia valn.

The American people have determined—
and wo bave no doubt the government has re-
solved—that Cuba shall be free, and all the in-
triguos or cfforts (o prevent that will prove
unavaliling.



