CUBA,

The Droposition for the Pmrchase of the
Island=C C

Intentlons of the Cubane if tke Propositien
s Rejected=Caba o be Tarned fnto o Wil
derness,
WASHINGTOX, Augast 25, 1800,
The Cubzn envoy, Mr. Lemus, 18 awalting here
with much anxiety intelligence concernlng tne
negotiations Luown to be in progresi between Minis
ter Sickles and the Spenish government. Mr, Lemus
18 Tully posted as to the nature of the proposition
which General Sickles, under instructions from bec-
retary I'ish, has made to Regent Serrano and his
Cabinet with regard to Cuba. This proposition was
communicated some weeks ago to the Cespedes gov-
ernment in Cubs, and Mr, Lemus was suthonzod to
approve it &8 the representative of the patriotic
Cubans, Upon recelpt of these {nstractions hs im.
mediately communicaled them to Mr. Fish, This
patan end 10 the movement on the part of the Caban
Junta 1o oppose the purchass of Coba from Spain,
and the protest which It was announced had
been prepared by the Junta w0 be forwarded
10 (ho [President sud  Secrclary of State
was withdrawa, At the last advices which
Mr, Lemus recelved, turongh Sccretary Fish of
conrse, Bpain had not rejected Sicklss proposition,
nor had 1t been accepted. The Spanish goveroment
bad asked time to consider it, and General Sickles
was hopefal of 1ts acceptance. Mr. Lemus does not
credit the cable despatch pnblmxed & few days ngo
the
Spain. If such had been the rnct hels ca:mdens
that Becrelary Iish would have been Informed of §t
quite as £00n a8 the agent of the Associated Press in
London. Mr. Lemus says if Spain does not agree to
Sickies! propositior within two or three months, 1t
wlitno longer be valuadle to the Cobaus. AL the
cnd of that time they expect tobe in & condition to
warrant tiem {n retuslog any propositton 1o pur-
chase the 1sland from Spain. If the negotiations fall
1t1s the purpose of the Cubau leaders 10 make the
1sland upluhinbitable, and thus drive st once tne
Spaniards and themselves from it They will de.
stroy everyihing calculated to sastainlife. Ratber
than see the struggle assume this shape Mr. Lemus
thinks the government of the Tnlted States will in.
terfere on the ground of humanity, in which course
1t 18 believed she would be sustzined by all the eivk
hized nations of the globe.




