Detalls of the Fight Between Puerte Padre
and Las T of the P
Affairs on the Principe Railrcad=Pecuniary
Success of a Spanish Genernl-=Dissatisface
tion With Letoua=The Rio Planco Fight=—
Death of one of the “Perit” Filibustere—A
Gloomy Sitaation.

NCEVITAS, June 11, 1859.

The troops that let here onthe 25th wit., under

command of Brigadier General Ferrer to reinforce
ihe Fifth mobthzed volunteers, the Napoles regulars
and part of the “regunent Havana® at Puerto Padre,
returned on the Sth tnst. to this*clty on the steamer

They therr object,
which was to assistthe first named troops in con-
duciing a convoy of prisoners to Las Tunas, ‘They
return in & very deplorable condltion, having passed
throagh innumerable hardships. The cholera broke
out among them on their first day here. Out of nlne-
teen case seven proved fatal before night.

These troops, in coujunction with those already at
Puerto Padre, started from the latter place with a
€onvoy of thirty carts, each drawn by six oxen, on
tbe 26th ult, They encamped the first night at the
plantation Manuel. On the 2ith ult., at an early
hour, they resumed their march, and soon after
leaving the plantation they were hostelized by the
Insurgents, who kept up a runmng fire, which con-
tluued until they arrived at place called La srefiosa.
Here the patrfos attacked the centre of the Spanish
column guarding the convoy,and a hard struggle
ensued, they making use of their machetes to wrest
the convoy from the troops. They attacked three
successive times, but were repulsed on every occa-
sion. AsIam informed by a soldler, the insurgents
were at one time very near becoming masters of the
convoy, but the superiority of arms and discipline,
together with & piece of artillery placed in & favor.
able position, decided the victory in favor of the
Spanlards, the rebels retirtng tn good order. They
were without artillery, but conrinued hostilizing the
convoy until witbin six miles o Las Tunas. Generals
Marmol, Marcano, Vicente, Garcia and Rubalcava
were the chrefs in command.

Theloss of the jnsurgents I have heard estimated
by various Spanish oficers {rom eighty to 800, among
them Geueral Marmol; but this last 13 very doubtful.
As usual, 1t is very hard to get at the truth—a thing
which never flourished 1a Cuba, and has now been
entirely rooted out. The Spaniards confess to have
lost seventy-six in kiled and wonnded, among the
former a leutenant of artiilery, and Major Bonichi,
considered one of the best and most gallant oficers
in the Spanish army, dangeronsly wouaded. I have
conversed with several officers conceratng this ac-
tion, and they all agree that the insurgents fought
well and gave prool of much valor, & virtue generally
denied them by the Spaniarda.

Notning of any interest uas occurred recently be-
twreen hafh and Poerto Principe. The trata makes
about two trips weekly withoat any obatacles. The
line continues to be guarded by troops. The tele-
graph wires are cut occasionally, and attempts are
made 10 burn the bridges; but the latter are frus.
trated by the watchfuiness of the troops, The traln
arrived yesterday afternoon. A hand car, with four
soldiers belonging to the enginecr corps, ana which
was about two miles shead of the train to examine
the road, was cut off by a small party of rebels,

Don Fernando Betancourt, Don Domingo Mora,
Dr. Emelzo Marquez, Don Jose A. Reclo ana Doa
Carlos de Varonayla Torre, sll gentlemen of high
standing, are still in prison in Puerto Principe. No
proofs have been found against them, but they are
held, as the Spaniards say, for ‘‘preventive meas-
ures.”

1t 13 generally rumored here that Brigadier Mena,
1ate Governor of Puerto Principe, took the nice little
5um of $60,000 With htm. This demonstrates what
a Spanish general can make In a besieged city, A

great row is lmmument among the volunteers In
Princtpe. They are dissatisied with General Letona
and a commisston of four i8 going to Havana with
& view of having him relieved. Letona istoolenlent
for them.

The rebel account of the fight at Rio Blanco has
been confirmed by several Spanish officers, who con-
fess that their rear guard, consisting of 107 men
and seven officers, was entirely cut off and captured,
together with one cannon. The oficers sent to Las
Tunas for thelr clothing, Which was sent to them.
So 1t scems the insurgents do not shoot down their
prisoners 1n cold blood, a3 the Spantards frequentiy
havedone. The account of the fight referred to
#sras published in the HERALD of the 20in ult.

Guimaroand Cascorro, as 13 8a1d,have been burned
by the reels toprevent thelr being occupled by the
Spanish troops.

On tbe 1oth ult., a day after the engagement near
the Bay of Kipe, &8 German, giving his name &3
John Jager, presented jhimself or was taken by the
spamish gunboat Africlo, He stated that he em-
barked on the steamer Perit, Captain Fletcher; that
he saled from ¥New York on the Tt uit
with thirty-nine Americans, tweaty-nine Ger-
mans and 100 Cubans. Her cargo consisted
of 2,000 rifies, eighteen cannon and other articled
of war, with provisiona. The steamer arrived &t
Nipe on the 14th, and after landing ber passengers
and cargo salled away. He was shot in.the act of
Jumping overboard 10 make hig eicape, as say the
Spaniards. He wag a native of Guttendurg, Ger-
many, twenty-six years of 8ge, 8 cltizen of the
Tnited States, and served In the federal army dur-
1ng the late War.

In looking at the eltnation here, it 1s evident that
tha etrnggla will continue along tlme.. Ido notsea

any advantages on either slde which promise an
early restoration of peace. Many of the Spanish
officers are disheartened; they speak in very Ais-
terms of thelr commanders, seeming to
have no falth in them. As(an officer remarked to
roe not long since, * It {3 nothing but marching and
eountermarching, conducting a convoy from one
place to another, never stopping to Aght and route
theenemy. All we accomplish is to relieve Las
Tonas, Puerto Principe, or some other city from
_starving. Much hard work and no glory; & good
deal of notse and nothing more, Pompous and ex-
sggerated reports aré given by our colonels and
brigadlers to gratify theiwr ambition sad advauce
thelr caraer.”




