Tte Caban Question—Daty of the Admiales
tration.

“3us v ion passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives on Saturday last by the large vote
of 98 yeas to 2¢ naysis a clear and truthful
expositlon of the feeling entertained by the
people of the United States In regard to the
revolution now In progress in the Isfand of
Cuba. Its words are these :—

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, Thats
the people of the United States :Impntnju with the
Ci c efforts

Bave been in fact estavlished and he may deem it
expedlent to recognize the independenca and sove-"|
reianty of such repablican government,

Had time permitted in the short session of
Congress which has just closed that the reso-
lution should have been offered in the Senate
it would no doubt have been passed by an
oqually large vote in that body. The passage
of this resolution by the Senats would have”
strengthened its record beforo the people, but
could have added nothing to the strength of
the resolution nor to the daty incumbent
upon the administration to recognize the
wish ofthe country and to act in accordsnce
with it.

In all great questions of national polity the
instinct of tho people is always in advance of
the politicians and place men; and these are

in H ion ln proportl

only as they recoznize the ideas of their age
and act in accordance with them. The Caban
question is the touchstone of President Grant's
adminlstration. Ho will succeed or fail in
proportion as he exhibits capacity or {ncapacity
to grasp the problem now presented to him,
If he fail to prehend the truc grand,
snd power which attend the march of the
American ides, and waste In diplomatic parley
and inaction the precious moments, when
“from the nettle danger” he should “pluck
the flower safety,” he will forfeit the high con-
fidence which the country has reposed in him
and consign his administration from its very
start o the distrust and doubt of the people of
America and to the contempt of the statesmen
of the world. The resolution offered yester-
day by Asslstant Alderman Stephen Roberts,
and so promptly passed by the Common
Council of New York clty, is the true echo of
the popular voice to the House resolution we
have quoted above, and we hope, and the
whole country hopes, that the President will
listen to the call of duly and prove bimself
equal to the task of its requirements,

The frst step for him to take is to lay down
8 bold and national line of policy for his ad-
ninistration In this great question, and to re-
quire every member of bis Cablnettolive up to
it. When the fires of civil war were lighted
in this Unfon the cabineis of Western Europe
did not Liesitate to show their sympathy with
the rebellion, and England, France and Spain
in rapid succession proclaimed thelr neutrals
ity between the contending partles, which was
in fact & proclamation of their sympathy with
the rebellion, Upon the heels of thisannounce-
ment came the great fact that the harbors of
England and Spainin the lshn%g yof .t_!_ls Amerl-
can Mediterranean were onverled Intd Kests
for blockade rinaers, while France undertook
the still grander rile of establishing an empire
in Mexico. ¥From all these polats war was ac-
(ively made upon us, and the conflict was
greally prolonged, and our sacrifices of trea-
sureand of blood were enormously Increased in
consequence, \Vhen victory perched upon onr
banners our first atep was to drive the French
out of Mexico. This we did, not because the
contending parties in Mexico bad no right to
fnvite French {ntervention there, bat becaunse
France made that intervention a part of the
war of Western Europe agalnst the fategrity of
the American Union,

The march of cvents leaves us no choice in
taking the next step”in this truly Awmerican
policy. Spain convertd Cuba into a picket
post hostile to us during the late rebellion, and
now, that the natural development of Ameri-
can ideas and the love of froedom has led the
Cubans to proclaim their independence, we
owe itt lvesand tothe cause of 1 it
and civilization to throw the moral welght of
our sympathy and favor in their behalf. The
war which Spain Is to-day wagiog in Cuba is
much more a war against us than was French
intervention in Mexlco. Itis a war to per-
petuate African slavery, Itisa war to per-
petuate a hostile position on our coast, from
which to annoy and harass us whenever ocea- '
sion shall offer, It is 2 war to stay the march
of American preponderance in America, We
should accord to the Cubans at once the bel- |
ligerent rights which Spain hastened to accord |
to the rebels. When the Sumter ran out from
New Orleane to inaugurate the rebellion upon
the sea had she run info Havana she would
have been perfectly safe, and the llves of her :
crew secure under the proclamation of the
Spanish government. It was the activity of
our own cruisers in those waters only that
closed the ports of Cuba to Semmes. When a few
Cubans boldly captured a Spaunish steamer on
the high eeas, a few dayssince, had they taken
refuge in an American port they would bave
been subject to trial and execution as plrates;
and if the friends of fres Cuba now buy a few
srms from us to help the cause of freedom
they subject th lves to fine and Imp -
ment, while the sgents of Spain are allowed
free access to our workshops and private
arsepals and are liberally availing themselves
thereof to arm their troops and thelr mad
volanteers,

Lel an end be put to this anomalous atate of
things, and let us confer upon the patriots of
Cuba the rights of belligerenta by proclama-
tion. They have earned these rights by a
guccessful prosecation of war for six months;
by a conquest of more than one balf of the
territory of the island; by poaring out their
blood and treasure freely in behalt of free-
dom; and by their indomitable resolution in
burning thelr towns and the seat of their free
government, when Lhe tide of war bas swept
adversely to them. Let the administration be
bold and courageons enough to proclaim to
the world that it will not hold every man who
chooses to risk his life In freedom's battle to be
a robber and a pirate and entitled to nono of
the rights of honorable warfare, Let it be
true to the instincts and aspirations of the
American people, as 50 well announced by the
resolution of the House of Representatives,
and be It not afraid to let the whole world
know that it loves liberty and will hail with
satlsfaction the trlumph of American ideas
aad of freedom.




