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WASAINGTON, Dec, 20.—The President to-
day trapsmitted to the Senwte a voluminous
doeument in reply to the reaolution calling for
information witn regard to Cuba. Viee-Consul-
General HALL, in a letter to Secrotary SEWARD,
Nov. 18, 1868, quoted the vicws of a conservative
Cuban, namely: Tho news of the Spanish revo-
lution is8 enthusiastically received 1n Cuba, and
stating the views of the Cubans as to sinvery
a8 dtverse. Some desire immediato, and others
the gradual abolition of slavery, while not a tew

desire the continmuunce of the institution. The
insurrection in the Eastern and Central De-
partments is represented to be formidable,
Mr. HaLL adds, that good order prevaily
in his departmment. In another letter dated Dec.
17, 1868, he says that the insurreetion is gaimung
strength. 'T'he condition at Matanzas is gonaeral
distrust and paralysis. In February, 1869, he
transnuts a letter from the Consular Agent st
BaguajLa Grande. The state of things there is
mitch exaggorated and ho sends particulars, M.
HALL transmits to the Secretary of State, Mr.

WASHBURNE, March 11, 1869, what pur-
ports to be a decree of the -
surgent assembly, abolishing alavery. Mr.

HALL, March 27, 1869, transmits to tho Sec-
ond Assistant Secretary of Stato, Mr, HUNTER,
the decrec of the Captuin-General, dated March
24, authorizing captures on the high seas of ves-
sels carrying men, arms, munitiona or effects in
ald of the insurgents, and directing the execu-
tion as pirates of persons 8o capturcd. Becre-
tary Fisa informs Minister ROBERTS that
United Btates citizens have the right to
carry on tho high seas articles destined
for the enemies of Spain subject to seizure of
guch as may bo contraband of war, or to capture
for violation of a lawfully established blockade.
It is consequently hoped the proclamation will
be recalled, or such instructions given as will
prevent ita illegal application to citizens
of the TUnited States or their property.
A contrary course might endanger the friendly
and cordial relutions between the two Govern-
ments, which it is the aincero desive of the Pres-
1dent should be maintained. Mr. HALL, under
doto of April 2, 1869, transmits a letter from
Remedtos, and says the majority of American
merchants agree with the writer, who states
that Amvcerican born citizens were well treated
by the Spanish sathoritics,

VALMASEDA’S PROCLAMATION.

Mr. HALL to Secrotary FisH, April 30, trans-
mits Count VALMASEDA’S proclamation of April
¢, Lhat every man over fifteen found away from
home may be shot; that every unoccupied houase
wnd overy house not flying the white Hug may
he burncd, and that wemen living at hotue
or with their relations wmav be carried
forcibty to Jiguani or Bayamo; also informing
the Department that Count VALMASEDA was
moving ks forces into the country. Sec-
retary Fisn, May 10, 1849, protests in
the interest of civilization and humani-
ty againgt Count§VArmasgpA’s proclamation.
deeretary Fisu to Mr. HALL, May 11, directs him
Lo ke representations to the Spanish Govern-
mnent acainst Count VALMASEDA'S proclamna-
Lion.

GENERAL DULCE AND THE VOLUNTEERS,

Mr. PLuMp to HBecretary FIsSH, June 2, statea
that the voluntecrs have forced General DULCE
to resign. Mr. Haut informs Becrotary Fisll,
June 3, of the lawless conduct of the voi-
unteers at Matanzas. Mr. PLUMB, June
¢, acquaints Secretary Fisit of the depeo-
nition of the Captain-Genoral. The insurgents
Lo says, are mostly creoles, Tho Spanish resi-
dents, with the bualuess and prosperity identi-
tiad with the island, are dissatistled with the c¢on-
duet of the Government, They wish the war was
anded. Those who conduct the war and hold
the offices are sent out from Spain, and have no
intereast in the island. The 8Spanish resklents,
though disagreeing as to the future, have de-
poned General DULCE. They may do the same
with the new Captuin-General, if dissatiatlcd, 'The
volunteers number about 30,000 on the iklind.
Two thousand of them are in Havana., ‘Thoy are
unpalid and furnish their ewn armas. Tho Gov-
ernment depends uypon them to enforee its
decrees. The organization is officercd by men
of position ; the men o the ranks are reckless.
The volunteers are intensely loyal., At present
it 18 reported that negotigtions are pend-
g hetween the Captain-General and the
Cabans. Mr. PrumB speaks of the violence
of the volunteers aud the frequency of
collisions and insubordinations, and gives an ae-
count of the events that preceded the resigna-
Lion of General DULCE and hia speculitions npon
what may follow.

THE S8PEAKMAN AND WYETH EXFUOTIONS,

Mr. Prumn, June 24, incloses a0 letter to My,
Fisy from Mr, PHILLIVS, Acting Consul ot Nanii
ago de Cuba, giving information of - he siummary
execntion of CHARLES SPEAKMAN amwd ALprwr
WYETH, citizens of the United States, and their
dying declurations, Heeretary sy, Aug. 10, in-
ptructs Minister SICKLES to demand compensa-
tion for the families of SPEAKMAN and Wyskyit:
to require that eitizens of the Umited Btates
shall De invested with as broad rights
a8 those of other countries, and to protest in the
name of the President against louger carryiog
on the war in this barbarovs manner, Mimster
BICKLES Inelosos a copy of his note, Sept. 8, to
Mr. BERCEVIA, 88 to SPEAKMAN and WyrTH, &e.
Under the instructions in Secretary Fisie’s note,
a report has been called for in these cases and
reparation will be made it the tacts aro as al-
leged. Mr. SICGKLES incloses a copy ot My, 81i.-
vELAS' note and of his rejoinder. The Spanish
Minister says SPEAKMAN was executed in eou-

tormuty with law,
THE SEARCH OF AMERICAN VESSELS.

fSecretary FisH, July 16, addresses a commini-
ceavion to Minster ROBERTN, calilng attention to
the Captain-Generai’s proclamation of July 7 ax
to rights claimed over veasels of the United
,States on the high seas under treaty of 1796, &«¢.
It asstines power over the commerce of the
United States that can only be permitted in fune
.of war. The United Stutes will not yrold the
right to carry contraband of war in time of
Jpeace ;. wil not permit  their vessels to be
Anterfered with on the high seas except
in time of war., Tho treaty of 1795 confers no
righte over vessels of the United States in time
.of peace.  If Spain is ot war, it should be knewn,
in order that natice be immediately given of the
restrictions that such stite entails upon the
cowmerece of the United States. Mr. FIsH asks
whether Spain recognizes a stute of war an exist-
ing, and states that the continuance of the oo
croe, O an sttempt to enforce it, will be regand-
£d a8 4 recognition by Spmin of a state of war
with Cuba. Mr, PLuMB, to Secretary Fisy, July
21, tronsmits the modification of the Governor-
enernl’s decreea of . July 7, a8 to the search of
vesgoals on the high seas; also the generni order
of tho Captain-Genaral far the conduct of the
war with more humamty.

TUE RPANISH VIEW OF THE REVOLT.

Minister BICKLES, Aug. 12, to Secretary FIsH,
commmuireates his conversation with the Spanish
Minister, saying:

“The Mmister, interrupting me, as if he thonght 1
‘had gone quite far enough for tue present, at least,
acknowiedged the sincere and legal manner 1n
which the Government of the Unmnited States
nnd  fultilled its international duties in re-
_gard to the Cuban insurrection. In
“tormer days when the Pro-Slavery Party held the
1etng of power, there was some anxiety from time to
| e lost thoe recklessnoss 0f fillibusters shonid in-
volve the two mnations in dificulty; but sionce the

letory of the mpationsl cause the laboring é) le of
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the world in this Cuban conflict as opposed
to self-government and  resisting the aboli-
tton of slavery. Ife considered the insarrection
as & most deplorable misfortune and mistake, both
for Cuba aud Spain. If a way could be found to set-
tlo all thesa questions in such a manner as to do jus.
tico to Cuba without infringing upon the honor of
Hpain, the Government wonld be greatly grutiﬁed.
‘There i8 1o intention or desire amonf the Liberals of
Npain ever again to work the Island of Caba on the
old slavery system. It has been their constant wish
to grant to the Cubans the administration gf their own
affairs aud the full favor of their own liberty, pre-
serving their commercial connection and some shadow
of their political relations.”

GENERAL PRIM’S VIEWS,

Minister SICKLES to Seccretary FISil, Aug. 14,
incloses article 108 of the Spanish Constitution
about Cuba. Mr. SILVELA regards it as prevent-
ing action upon Cuba till Cuban Deputies arrive
at the Cortes. Minister SICKLEsS also communi-
eates, Aug. 20, & conversation he had with Gen-
eral PrRIM, in which the latter said, with great
earnestness and emphasis :

“ .ot the United States be assured of the good faith
and the go1d disposition of Spain. Formidable as the
insurrection may become, it has not yet reached the
proportions of any of those conflicts in which Govern-
ments have found themselves constrained to
treat during  hostilitiea, The Cuban insurgents
hold ne ity or tortress. They have no port
no ships. ‘They have no army. They do nof

resume to offer or accept battle, and now,

ore the period arrives for active operations, when
fpain will send the ample reinforcoments she holds in
readiness, it s only necossary for the Cubuans to ac-
cept tho assurance of the United States, given on tho
faith of Spain, that they may have their independence
by laying down their arms, electing their Deputy, and
declaring their right to be free by avote of ths people.”

Ministor S1cKLES again writes to Secretary

g, Aug. 21
* The President of the Counell said, * there i8 a vast
difterence between the present insurrection in Cuba
and the rovolutionary movoments by which the Re.
publics of the American Continont gained thelr inae-
pendence. Inthose days negotintions were resortedto,
alter campaigns had been foaght, and battlos lost and
ined. 'I'hey had armies in the tiold and or¥1uuze¢l
lovernments supporting them. We see nothing of
this in Cuba; only mere roving bands, who tiy when
they are pursued, and have never been found in num.
ber sufficient to give or accept battle. It is very pos-
gible that in the lapse of time the insurrection may be-
come more formidable. [t may raise armies, it may
take cities and fortiticd towny, it may demonstrate
whnt has not been before demonstratod—that it iy
supported by a majority of the population. In that
case Spain will have something tan&?ble to treat with.
But we hope to avoid ull this bloodshed, disorder and
ruin by making some amicable arrangements now."”

ANNEXATION AND INDEPENDENCH,

Minister SICKLES to Secretary FisH, Aug. 24,
BUYH

“ In general 1 find lesa sugceptibility to the idea of n
transfer of the island to the United States than to a
concession of the independenco of Cuba, ‘There 13 s
apprehension that the persous aml property of the

Sponiards in Cuba would_not be sufe under Cubarn
'Mhis impression I hear prevails in Catalonu.”

BELLIGERENT RIGHTS.

Mr. RORERTS to Mr. Fisi, Sopt. 18, submiits va-
rions congiderations and argunents  againsg
what he understands to be the settled purpose of
the United States to nccord belligerent rights 1o
Cuban insurgents, Mr. FisH replies under date
of Oct. 13, and, after stating that Mr. ROBERTR’
letter was not received until Sept. 25, when just
leaving Washington, says:

“ 1t might be suflicient answer to say that no inten-
tion to grant bellizerent rights has been anuounced;
it 18 & more perfect anawer to aay that no such inten.
tion has been reached by the United States. Mr. FISH
is plensed that Mr. ROBENTS draws hig authorities
from the history and the statesmen of the United
states, and reminds him that Spain couceded bellig-
erency to the South sixty-six days after the bloodless
assault on Sumter. The United states have frequently
remonstruted, in the interest of humanity, against the
mannerin which the Cuban contest in waged, The pres-
ont state of affairs cannot be indeficitely prolonged anil
the United States reserve the right of future action.

control.

Unlawful expeditions in aid of the Cuban insurgents

have been planned and one succeeded, but the United

Ntates has always been ready to act on information

furnished by Mr. ROBERTS, and has ncted on such in-
formation even waen it has proved erroncons,”

_ EVIDENCE OF A sTATE OF WAR.
Copies of a number of affidavits submitted by
Mosars, LOwRY and Evarrs to establish the ex-

istence of o state of war and an independent
Government in Cuba, are furnished with a let- .
ter dated Dee. 15. from Mr. LOWRY to Mr. FiIsH,

stating that the Attorney-General had declined
to congider snid affidavita good evidence, and
had eclearly expressed the purpose of the Gov-
arnment.

Arrival ot the Crew of the Lillian at
NMavannnh—An Appropriation by the
City 10 Send them Home,

SavannNalH, (a., Dece. 20.—The United
States flagship Serern Rear-Admiral PooR, of
the North Atlantic squadron, arrived off Tybee
Bay yesterday with the officers and crew of the
Cuban privateer Lilliun, who were captured by
the British authorities and released. They were
brought from Nassau, N. P., by the United States
steamer Powhatun to Key West, and there traus-
ferrod to the Serern, by which steamer they wero
brought to this point. The steam tug Uhristiuna
brought them to this city yesterday afterncon.
Thie morning the City Councll held & meeting,
and appropriated a suin of money to seud the
reiensed men home. Most of themn are from
Northern States,

CUBAN MAIL NEWS,

By the arrival of the steamship Bienville at
this port we were in receipt, last night, of late
mail intelligense from Cuba, Purser ALEXAN-
DER ORce more wided the prompt transmission
of the TIsks correspondence, prioted below,

The Blavery Plot—Rodas to the People-—
War News—Yore 'T'roops from NMpnin,
fFrom Our Own CorTrespondent.

Fhav ey, Thaesday, Dec. 16, 1869,

The project o) veviving the slave trade, of
whieh I made oo extended snention in my last,
had receivod a terrible hlow in its infancy, The
subjeet was too tempting o balt for the Liberals,
and the pamphlet was 8o palpably wicked that it
even talled to meet the ananimous approval of
the Diario party. ‘The Captain-Generas! appears
Lo have been titken in; he now explams himsel!
officially to convinee the people that he neither
approves or could ald such @& plan as that pro-
posed by the Sparrowgrass party.

‘the following iz his letter on this subject @

His Excollency the Captain-Gieneral having
learned that acertiin plan of Dr. ESPArRAGO In
cireulating in Havana, stating to have been ap-
proved by the authoriites, it is hercby pro-
clalined that said project has not the Goneral's
approhation even 1m thought or practice, and
that said Dr. Expaperato has only heen author-
izod to communicate his plan in o private man-
ner. CESARLO FLERNANDFEZ, Becretary.

1xit Faranrkaco and fellow slave tradoers;
may they soon bhe Christianized and clvilized,
and may the siguers born in Cuba remember that
they are not Cubaus, and not recognized by their
fellow countrymen as such, while the world at
Inrge wiil lJook on the whole slave trading crew
with the scorn and contempt they so i-whly

merit.
WAL SEWS,

A résiome of the vperations carried into elfeet
duaring the past week will show uo really de-
cisive results favorable ro either of the com-
batants, save 1 a hegistive sense, in which view
the ndvontages are undoubtedly in favor of the
Spaniards, President GRANT'S message, the re-

lease of the gunboats, the alwmost daily ar-

avide  of reinforeements from Spain, the
dry cool weather with the cousequeunt pros-
pect  of  an  active  campaign—all  these
causes tend to render bhuoyant the hopes of los
Peninsulares in Cuba. 1n tne Eustern Depart-
ment General VALMASEDA, after the difterent
actions on the banks of the Cauto River during
the last d:irys of November, continued scouring
the hlls and mountains adiacent, and captured
a repel partisan named ConiNA, among others of
minor iinportance. Colouel CAMARA assisted by
Colapels Hipaco and RABRoQUL, with some

2,000, took by storm the intrenched insurgent

camp ab Mogota, with, as they claim, but small
loss to their troops, while the rebel loss was
heavy. Cubans do not deny the main
faect, 1. e., the capture by the troops of the in-

trenchments and camp, nor that their loss was .

great, but say they yileded to superior force, and

not then tiil Spanish soldiers dead apd dying |

lald in heaps in frout of the ditches. General
VALMABEDA I8 making vigorous efforts at Santi-
ago de Cube to clean out once more the rebs that
won’t atay away Ifrom between that city and
Manzanillo. General PUELLO i8 heard of but
Jittla, Strong parties from his command have
plenty to do guarding the Nuevitas and Puerto
Principe Railroad, whie he with several
regments, of which 1,000 to 1,200 are sick in hos-
pitals, remains at Puerto Princips, subjoct to or-
deére from Genernl CARBG, the new commander of
the Central Department, At Encrucijada, on the
Sagua Railroad, the mounted rural police dig-
troyed spme huts inade of palm leaves that were
being ocempled by rebe) fainilies. ‘The ivsur.
wanle in Mhoir flug eane flolds hiave vouilicd

themselves moatly to the neighborhoods of Trin-
idad and Cienfuegos.
MOHRE TROOPS,
A Spanish transport landed to-day 1,133 volup-
teers trom the Province of Catalonia. This af-
ternoon they are running about the streets of

the eity like a parcel of half-crazy beings, 100k-
ing up countrymen smong the shopkeepers and
tradesmen of Havana, which is no difficult mat-
ter, for they arc a handy, patient, frugal, indus-
trious race, foremost in every trade and occupa-
tion iIn Cuba. Las Catalenes are kunown a8
the Yankees of Spain, though their habits
of economy and patient toill for years to
be enabled to then gather the npe fruit
of their industry, wovld put Yankees
to blush. Thoe Catalan Volunteers, with bure
feet half covered with hemgen sandals, panta-
Ioons of striped linen, with the buttoms {nclosed
tightly by russet-colored leather leggings fltting
to the ankles and reaching nearly to the kuees,
a red sash about their waists holding their shirts
down, and the whole attire finjshed off by « long
red woolen clownish-looking cap—such 18 theijr
unform—look comical enough.  UASIMODO.




