CUBAN AFFAIRS,

ARRIVAL OF THE EUTERPE AND COLUMABIA,

Tho steamships Euterpe and Columbia, tho
former from Favana Oct. 27, and the lattor from
tho samo port Oet. 30, arrived here yesterday.
Tho pursers of both vessels are once moro en-
titled to thanks for the prompt delivery of our

correspondouco and flles.

LCondition of the Island—Bwelling Efopes
of the Bpaninrds— EFreedom of Wor-
ship—T'ho Promulgated Decree—-Views
of re ELoilns—Assnssinutions in Colon,

From Our Own Correspondent,
HavAuA, Saturday, Oct. 50, 1339,

Are tho Spaniards correct in claiming an
onrly finale for the revolution inaugurated at
Yara, or ia this mercly a lull beforo the storm?
The Spanish eloment is more ganguino of suc-
co3s than at any time within the past ten months;
not enly the authorities, but also the public at
largo aro counfldent of an early termination of
the war., Thocause of this poculiar confldenco
arigoa principally from the attitude taken by the
Uuaitod States Govornmont on the Cuban gues-
tion, tho soizuro of the IHoernet, and the hitherto
unianded cargo of thoe Lilian, have produced a
hundredfold greater effoct than any which might
ho socured by thoe winning of an oxtraordinary
bloosly Cuban battle—that is to say, o battle in
whiech, according to that parody on Don Quixote,
the Diario, about four soldiors were killed, The
nows from the soat of war,if that peculiar lo-
onlity, wherever it may be, should 1t at any time
recoivo a name, hiag, however, also excrcised a
certain inflnence. The insurrcction in the Cinco
Villas preaents no longor any alarming propor-
tions, tho Cuban forces amounting at the utmost
to 1,500 mnoen, of which number it fow aro na-
tives of foreign countrics, Tho bulk of the in-
surgents romains at Gunalmaro, and from Sancti
Espirita toward Cape Maisi and St Jago de
Cuba. But there are other causes which give
ri8e to this countidence, and which are self-cvi-
dent pronfs that the Cubans are not making
mteh heatway of late. Thoy have failed to ¢x-
tond their tleld of operations, and it i3 an unde-
niallo tact that insurgents in small bodieg, and
singly, aro presenting themselves daily to the
Ipanish commandersin the field solieiting pardon,
Tho number of these Cubianag is not very large,
vot sufliciontly so to produce a moral eftect,
and pave the way for others) to follow., 1f the
tnaneml gtatns of a country, or the value of
shares and stocks, bo taken as a eritorion, the
theory of the Spaniards that the rebeliion is de-
ereasing recoives another aceession. Buslness is
moto brisk, country and retail merehants in the
citiod aro Jigquidating their indebtedness to the
dnporters, paying cash  for uew wvurchases,
whits tho shares of the Spanish Bank, which in
June ond July could bs purechased at pay, and
ovolt it ong or two por cent, discount, sre held
aidd 20ld ot from fifteen to eiglhteen per cent,
promatttin, The shares of othier institutions have
alsv tnereased in value during thoe past four
mouths, and holders aro not very anxious to part
with them, as they all expect to soll them at a
much highor rate than at present, or else retain
thom na an investmont., Last of allis {he man-
ner tho Cubaus themsoelves—that is to say that
portion belonging to the ropublican faction and
opposidd to Spaln and Spaniards—have of ex-
pressing theoir opinion regarding thoe prohable
exit uf thoe war. They cousuder the ** game up,”
and think that the back bone of the revolution is
broksn; that thoe Cuban forees will not be able
to withatand the Spanish army unless the Unitoed
States should recognizoe thiem as belligerents and
enablo them to introduce arius and men. Tho
guefion of Congress and tho Sonato, on its asscem-
bling, 14 anxiously looked for, and if they will
not recognizo the Cubang, it would be an act of
humanity and charity to interposo it3 influence
on bohalf of the defeated Cubansg, ot so much
axainst the goneral government of the islaud as
gyainst tho lawlessness apd brutality of the
lower ¢lisses, who don the uniforin of the fa-
moua, anil, in 801me casces, infamous volunteers.

ASRASSINATION,

Thw news of the Colon assagsination is con-
firmeid. Tho Chapelgorris were commanded by
the Administrator of JULIAN ZULULTA’S planta-
tion, n minn who has been instrumental in send-
fng many a Cuban (and amoung them some who
wore ttempocent) to their last home., The Captain-
Genoral has removed the Governor of Coton and
Mr. ZuL.GETA ingists that his Administrator and
all persons concerned in this cowardly and con-
temptilio nssasaination should be tried, It now
romains to bo seen whether Ropas has the pow-
er tv bring these Dbloodthirsty brutes to justice,
or whether the power of the Chapelgorris is such
ad to defoat the ends of justice, reason and hu-
manity., Tho Chapelgorrid claim that they were
only sight 1n number to guard the 1minense num-
bor of nine prisoners tied together by cords;
that five of this nmmber escaped into the buah,
and that in self-defence they were compelled to
kill tho four who did not run away in order to
onable thom fto puvsue the five others, whom
they caught and shot., This escape story is an
ol and favorite one with Spaniards, and hun-
dreds have been shot thirough the back after re-
coiving a kindly pat on the shoulder from the
commanding officer, and the assurance that he
might vo in peacoe, or as the Spanish phrase has
it, Vaya vsted con Diwos amigo, Go with Gud, my
[riend, on which particular road thoy scnd him
with lightning spoed, through the angeney of a
Mintio ball,

RODAS’ OPINIONS,

Goneral Ropas continues his humane policy
and does hig best to coneiliite the people, an eu-
deavor in which he suececeds ouly partianlly, IHe
oxpressca the opinion that the revolution ison
its last legs and eannot last much longer, owing
to the continual and weakening deercaxe in
numbers, to the private guarrels among the m-
surgents and to the great Increase of Spaniards,
IIls optnions are conflrmed by the Havana Press
and lefters from the Interior. On Friday, the
Gaeneral pardoned Mr. MACQREGOR, an Amer-
ican,who had been sentenced to death for idleged
comnplicity with the rebels.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY,

Tho greatb evont of the day, although expected
for somo tiine, has been the promulgation of the
decreo establishing religious liberty in the is-
lands of Cuba and Porto Rico. General RoDAS
turned a deaf ear to the threats and entreaties of
tho priesthiood and to the whining of the Prensa,
Convineed that socouer or Liuter, that is to say
witlhiin o period of a few mouths, the privilege of
worahiping God without ths accompuniments
of bell, inconss and candle, would be denanded
of him and the Government he represents, he
took titno hy the forclock and promulgated the
decree voluntarily, without awaiting the epoch
when sueh a coneession wonld no Jongey appeay
as the enlightenod idea of @ nation struggling
to escape from the thriddom in which it had been
plunged by an ignoraint, arrogant and supersti-
tivus priesthood, but as a bribe thrown to the
discontented masses to keep them from revolu-
tiomizing. The question naturally ariscs, what
bencfit may and can be derived froin the couces-
gion just granted, and whether the nou- ‘athoiics
will embirace tho opportunity of establishing
Protestunt or other ehurches, or the Jews thit
of erecting i synagogue or temple, The number
of Proteatants in the island may he arrived ab
whon we take the number of Americaus and Ger-
mans mto consideration—about 1,600 in all—of
whoin about 150 are likely to attend divine ser-
vice. The remainder belong to the Cubau religion,
which is professed by ninefeen-twoenticths of the
Cubans, Spanfarda and other forcigners in the
island; also by the negroes, excepting somne few
in tho citica, and by 66,000 Chinese. This Cuban
religion consists simply n being baptised by
gone Catholie priest, and growing up a scotfer at
everything divine—in fact a thorough Atheist,
Auy stranger, visiting a church in Havana, (ex-
cepting on Good Friday,) will rarely mcet more
than from {ifty to 200 or 300 persons in the lavgest
piace of worship; as, for instauee, the Cathe-
dral. The asscmblage i8 composed prineipally
of decrepit old ladics, ¢ld maids whose spring of
life has passoed, a large numnber of aged persons
of color, and a few recently arrived Bpaniards,
fresh from their home, where habit alone, if
pothing else, compels people to go to chureh; it
{s sprinklcd Dbesides with Governnient oflicials
of the lower class, who expect to advance
thelr interests by enjoying the aid of the priest-
hood. In other ways the religious feelings of
tho peoplo arc vory strongly developed ; unearly
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ovory house has its woodon image of somg pa-
tron saint, or one of the many virgins, cither uni-
versal or peculiar to this island. Pictures of
gaints aro found in cvery dwelling, and if any
prayors aro offered, thoy must of nocesslly g0
through the medium of the particular saint

whose benign countonance beams forth from tho

gilded frameo in all the glory of the brightest
yellow, blue, greon and red. Ofton these saints,
when congidered derelict of their duty as guard-
ians of tho family, arc ignominiously removed
and roplaced by some other, who has heen very
generons to some neighbor's family. Your cor-
reapondent once saw an old lady friend in high
dudgeon wilth her favorite St. Francls under
her ari, in the act of giving him away to a poor
negro woman, romurking that this saint bad
cost half a dollar; that she had bummed a tapor
in his honor daily for the past twelve months;
thot she had said hundreds of aves and patornog-
ters hofore himn, and that she only expreased the
wish of winning ever so small a prize in the lot-
tery; this half-n-dollar saint had suffered insult
to be added to injury m her case, as her noigh-
bor, who owned only a 8t. Raphael with his faco
damagod, had just won $50. 8o now she would
no longor have the scurvy follow in tho house.
But let the religious element and inclinations he
of whatover naturo imaginabtoe, it will bo alto-
gethor impossible to spread or exerciso any oth-
cr religion than the Roman Cathiolic at prosent,
and even thon the ritos musat be adininistored by
Spaniards. The Governmeoent would vot inter-
fere, but the lowor classes, espocially such ns
are cousulerod the scum and disgruco of tho vol-
unteer forees, would,

Tho toxt of tho promulgatod docroo runs ad
follows :

REGENCY OF THE KINGDOM,

Tho most saered right of those who form tho
hwman fumily, andliberty of religion unanimous-
ly exacted by the different juntas, has at last
found its legitlmate sanction in tho democrat-
ieal Conatitution of Spain, which plainly says
that tho State could not penctrate into the
innermost of thoe spirit or impode manifestations

which are foreign to it. The natural
apheres of  religion and politics thus sep-
arated, the pious will no longer fear
& stvange  powor  which  would  dictato

perhaps usoful laws, but such agcarry with-theimn
the denial of religion which they pretond to aid,
thus leading us to beliove tacitly that said re-
ligion hug really no rcason to oxist, * + *
Spadn, ou the other hand, eannotremain soparnted
from the general movement 1n IJurope und the
wolld, 1t wonld bhe useless and unwise to
sustain artifleinlly as a universal bolief that
wilich would be unaceeptable to the intelligenco
of ull Bpaniards. ~ * * Thoese tacts are of still
more iwportauvco when applied to tho mhabi-
tauts of the Spanish Antilics. Closo Lo & contineny
where freedom of yoellgion is established to a pow:
erful Republie, whoso very Hberal constitution is
only resombled by that whichin Ettropeis onjoyed
by the Spawiards, the necessitics of emigrants
to populate 1te fertilo but abandonocd soll, its
iIsland position in contact with all nations, it
would bo unjust to refuse the forcigners, whoso
intelifzence, tubor and capital contribute to its
g-.m-'lml prospority, tho right of mamfesting their
wlief,

The document continues in the same sfrafn,

and c¢nds with the fullowlng law

AnTicrLE T. All inhahitants of the Bpanish An-
tilles aro guaranteed the fres oxereiss in public
aud private of the religion thoy profess, withoutb
other limitation than tho universal rules of mo-
raifty and right.

Anr, 11, I'he obtaining and holding of all pub-
lic ofll. es, as also the ncequlsition and exercise of
civil and political rights are indepondont of ro-
hygzious belief,

ART, ITL. The dovernment will, in duo timeo,
1nform thoe Cortes v tlus decrco.

Sizned by SLRRANO and DEYANO,

QUASIMODO,




