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The Spnnish Flreet at Edovana—Nuamber,
Capacity and Armament of the Vennely
—Report of Admtrnl Poor 1o the Nonvy
Department,

WasHiNGTON, Nov, 11.—The following let-
ter explains itaelf -

NORTIH ATLANTIC FLEET, UUNITED STATER
JFLAGSHIP POWHATAN, IMTRST RATE,
Harpor orr HAvaxa, Nov, 3, 1869,

Hon., Q. M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy »

S1e; Incompliance with the Dopartinent’s ¢ir-
cular letter of Sept. 28, 1869, I have the honor to
state that the vessels of war in this harbor at
prosent are n poriion of the Spamish fleot, con-
gisting of onc large iron-elad screw frigate,
with projecting prow or ram, the Vulloria,
mounting thimy guns of heavy calibre—six
and  soven inch——ncarly all rifled; fuil ship
riggad ; plating 4} inehes thick; tonnage ahout
6,000 built in England, and is vory fast. Three
double-banked screw frigates, (wooden,) aver-
aging fort?r-alx guns, mostly of heavy calibre;
full ship rigged, and about equal to the Colorado
class, They are tho Gerona, about 4,000 tons,
and mounts thrty-two sixty-cight-pounders on
main deck, and sixteen thirty-two-pounders on
tho apar deck; the Almanzor and the Lealtad,
which are a trifie smaller than the tGerona. The
Almanzor has just nrrived from Malaga, and ap-
peirs to he fully manned, as also does the Leal-
fad. ‘Tho other two, judging trom the hammocks
they stow, ave very short-handed. A sidewhecl
gunboatsailed the day after the arrvival of the
LPowhatan. There is also a Spansh dlsimtch V8-
nol of the English blockade runner elass heve.
The Spanish ollicers here report that two heavy
ironelads—the Saragossa and another—and one
more frigate, are expected from Spain. I have
rarely secn finer specimons of naval architecture
than thesoe vosgels present. I understand, from
the 8panish Admiral Mar. Cumro, that it 18 the
intention to send the ironclad Vittoria to New-
York to be docked for the purpose of cleaning her
bottom. I lenrn that the mortality in the
Spanish fieet during the past SBummer months
wias very scverc—sevelal hundroed in mnnber,
A supply of water, and other assistance that
we may need, has beon oftered by tho Spanish
Admiral, Xer Britanniec Majesty’s gunboat
Philonel has just arrivoed froni Jamaica with
gickness on bhoard., Her comnmander dicd last
night, and one oflicer previous to.her arrival
here. The Philomel reports that the ILnglish
fleet is rocruiting at Halitax, Nova 8cotia,. Ican
learn nothing of the French fleet. As opportu-
nities occur I hope to furnish more definito in-
formation respecting the naval force upon this

station. Tam, 8ir, very respectiully, your obe-

dient servant, C. . POOR,

Rear Adwmiral commanding North Atlantie
Irloet,
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The Capture of the Lillian—The Vessel
Sunk and Broke in Two—IReport of
the Officer in Command at K¢y West.,
WASHINGTON, Nov. 11.—The following was
recoived at the Navy Departinent to-day .
UNITED STATES S8TEAMER TUBCARORA,
KeyYy WEST, Fla., Nov, 3, 1869, }
S Thasten to inform the Department (the
Admiral being absent in Havana, and thesteamer
for New-York about to leave) that an Iinglish
gchooner arrived to-day from Nassan with 120 of
tho men of the steamer Lillian, which left Cedar
Keys Oct. 6, The steamer rounded Cuba, going
east on the south side, but made no atterpt to

iand the men. 8he then went into Nassau on the
16th inat,, flying a Cuban flag, short of coal, hav-

g proviously landed 150 mon with two days’-

provisions near Nassau. She mado the attempt
to coal some miles at sea tho ncxt day, but tho

cowl schooners, of which thero were (wo, warg
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soizad by the Inglish gunboat Starling, which
nlso {lred into the steamor. Tho Lillian retwwrnod
to Nassau and wasg taken possession of by tho
English authoritics, Bhe sank some twelve
hours after, and lics across the recf with her
back broken, a wreck. These men left Nassinu
Iriday, the 20th ult. Thego aro ajl the particu-
lars, a8 nearly as can be gathered, from men be-
longlng to the crow of the Lillian, Ncarly all
brought here are Cubans,

Very rospectfully, your obedient servant,

(SBigmed,) W. W. QUEILN,

Commandcer and S8eruor Oficer present.
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