GENERAL TELEGRANS,

THE HORNET, OR CUBA.

e ————— et

The Lemal Procecedings gt Wilming-
ton, N. C.—A Posiponement Till Mon-
day-—e enve of Oflicers on Parole—
’robuble PBrispcerition of the Vessel—
Another Expedition.

WILMINGTON, N. (., Oct. 5.—This morning
-tho ease af the Cuban privateer Hornel was taken
boforo General ALikNy  Rutnenrronp, United
Atates Comnnissioner for the District of Capo
Fear. Judge PERSON and Mr. FRENCH appeared
for the Government, and Greorgr Davis and
Judge O.1". MEaxRs for the defendants. The parties

‘were arrnigned on the charge that they did ac--

coptand oxereise 2 commnssion to serve a forelgn
peoplo in war, to wit ; the people of Cuba against
thoe poople of Spain, a country with which the
Unlted Statos is at peace; and did fit out and
arm and did procure to be fitted out and armed,
within the limits of the United States, a certain
ahip or vessel calied the Cuba, with the intent
that said vessel shall be employed in the servico
of the people of Cuba, to cruise and commit
hostilitics against the people of Spain, a
country with which the Unlted States are
at poace; and did enlist and serve on
board of said wvessel, with intent to ecruise
and commit hostilities against the people
of Spam in violation of the statutes of the United
Statos, and of tho act of Congress of the 20th of
April, 1818. The Government not pressing the
matter the parties wero not required to give
bonds for their appearanco at the time gpecitied,
but were placed in the custody of United States
Marshal NEFP, who released them on parole on
their personal assurance that they would not
leave.

Counsel for the Government made the point
that tho vessel had been fitted out in the United

Btatos, a8 charged in the indictment; to eruiso
and comnyrit hostilities against a Govermment
with which the Umted States was at peace, and

to make it a prima fucie case they asked

for continuanco to allow time to sceure the pres- |

ence of witnesses for the Government from New-

York and Washington. Counsel for the defen- |

dants opposed the motion for continuance, con-
tending that the United States had no right to
Liold them as the vessel was commissioned by a
rogularly organized Government--the Republie
of Cuba ; the ship put in at Smathville in distress
and it was contrary to the law of nations to de-
tain hor. Commissioner RUTHERFORD tecided it
was a prima fueie ease, and granted the Qovern-
wment until Monday, the 11th inst., to produce
witnesses,

WASHINGTOYN, Oct, 5.—A Dr vate telegram from
Wilmington, N, C,, is to the effect that the United
Btates ofticers say that it 1s nov probadble that the
Hornet will be surrendered to the Cuban parties,
JAn official account of the seizure is expected to
veach here to-morrow, upon which the Govern-
ment will take action,

Inforiation has been received in Washington
of u Cuban expedition, consisting of 400 1men
with abundant war material, which witl leave
the vicinity of New-York.,

e
‘The Action of the Cabinet—"VThe Senti-
ment in @tliciai Circles—Conflicting
Opinions as 1o the Nintus of the Vessel.
Spocial Dispatch to the Neow-York Times.

WasHiNGTON, Oct. 5.—At the meeting of
the Cabinet to-day the case of the JHoraet was
cousidered, and after consultation it was agreed
to hold her, There appears to be no doubt what-
evor  that she 18 a Cuban privateer,
and as was iodicated In these (is-
patehes  last evening, the Administration
had no alternative, accordtug to precedent and
international law, butto detain her until her
aharacter shall have been defermined, Nearly
all the members of the Cabinot sympathize
with the canse of the Cubang as warmly and
sarnestly as did the late Secretary RawrLINS, but
in this ease the line of Aty was plain and could
oot be aveided., The whoele subject has attracted
a zreat deal of attention in diplomatie eireles,
and the probable course of the United States
Guvernment has been thoroughly canvassod,

The representative of one of the foreign Powers
heve received the following dispatelr this morn-
dvg from the Consul of his Government at ITali-
€1z, N. 8. “The consignees of the Ilornet are
WILKINsoON and Woob, The latter was fornerly
Aid-de-Camp to JEFFERSON DAVIS, aud wasafier-
ward Commander of the Tallahassee. The whole
schemo is run by Tx-Confederates, wio hope to
znn ke Cuba the basis of operations,”’

There is, of course, a great deal of discussion
on this subject in official circles. The opiniun
in the Cabmet to-day was unanimous that the
oflicers of the Horne! had become alarmed or
proved  unfaithful to the cause they had
espoused, and had, in ovder to escape from nn
rmupleasant position, run the ship into a United
States port. The law in the case must talke ity
course, and the future disposition of the fhp
will have to he decided by the Unitod Stuates
Commiasioner, It19 held by the friends of Cuba
that inasmuch as she eleared from a Lyitish port,
ghe will hiave to be released.




