THE CUBAN QUEBTION.
—— .
The State of Qur Relntions with Hpain—
The siekies Note, Fis Object g s

Result—Friendl IHelntione iiname-
puircd—The Present Attitude of O ur
Government,

WasninGgton, D. C., Oct. 12.~Thero have
been 8o many nunors in c¢cnuection with the
facts relative to the Cuban question, that the
real situation of afluirs scems generally to he
imperfectly understood. Butitis known that
ever since the present Administration camento
power, eflurts have been made in good faith to
Inforee the Neutrality lnws, both agalnst the
Bpanish Government aund the agents of the
Cubans 1n this couniry, on the presentation or
reception of such oflicial or other trustworthy
information, either fromm our own otficers or
those acting for the Spanish Goverunient, a8
justified proceedingz in the premises. Whila
sedulously endeavoring to =strietly obsgerve
our treaty (obhgations with Spain, the
Government has not been  ununndful  of
those due by Spain to the United
States. Our Governpent has frequently boen
approached by agents or alleged Minilstors nct-
fng i behalf of the Cubans, desiring the reeog
nition of belligerent rights; in other words, that
they may bo placed on the same national footing
with Spain. And the United States Governmemnt

hag also heen asked to follow.the oxample of
Moexico and Peru and other South Amencar Re-

publics, and thus officinlly encourage thio Cubatg
in their struggle against Spain. The reagons #ox
not acquiescing In such appeuls are based on the
law of nations; the condition of the island not
Justifying, in the opinion of the Administration,
the recognition of the Cuban flag, Nor has ang'
satisfactory evidence been produced to show
thatthercis ade facto Government of the Cubins,
possessing the powers csscutial to its nainte-
nance and character,

Tho sympathy of the Government haws always
been with the Cubans, hut this, under the peou-
liar eireumstances attending the question, could
not be distinetly manifested by offiolal nots in
connection with the movements {un the fleld; but
it is known that tline Government has recontly
sought to induce 8pain to consent to the mde-
pendence of the island and thus aveid further
bloodshed. There was not, a3 has been fre-
quently stated, any offer of mediation by Minie-
ter SICKLES, as the use of that word would im-
ply or suggest the exiitence of war hetween
equally recognized Powers, and was therefore
avoided in thoe correspondence and Interviews
with the Spanish Government. The “ good of
tiees ”? of tho United States have been tondered,
a8 they can always be employed between parties,
oue of whom is not acknowledged by the
other, without the impheiation of any recognition
of nationality or even belligereneyr., The tender
of * good offices” was superinduced by certain
parties who had visited the 8panish capital, in
order to effect an accommodation. Thoy revre-
sent to this Government that they had had in-

~terviews with some of the most inflauntial

~statesmen and soldicrs of the Regeney, who
were favorablo to the proposed plan of adjust-
ment, which contemplated the paymeont by the
Cubans of thoe cstimated value of the public
butldings, fortifications, &c., and the abolition of
slavery in the island. While there seoined to bg
an earnest and honest disposition to asquiosce in
such an arrangement, it was suggested that the
Cubuns must lay down their arms beforo negoti-
ations could be gommenced. But to this prelimis
nary the Cubans promptly refused to assent, forin
such an event they would be at the merey of the;
Spaniards, without a guurantee of securing their
object—namoly, their national indepondence.
Rendered powerless by the surrendor of their
means ofdefence, toeir only alternative would
be submisston. DBesides, some of those whao, it
was reprosented, favored the plan, did not feel,
at liberty to openly advoeate the surrender of
Cuba, as, in the‘zir opinion, it would be an admis-
sion that the Spanish Governinent was not suffi-
clently strong to deal with its rehollious sub-
jeets, and that such surrender wouild ilso serve
to complicate the troubles alvewdy oxisbing in
Bpain, )

The note of Minister SICKLRS tendering the
*good oflices’” of the United 8lates wae
courteous In it  terms., with due re-
gpeet to Bpanlsh pride. It gave no offence,
contrary to the assertions to that effect both in
Europe and the Umted Btates. Nor iy it true
that tho Spanish Government songht to influ-
eunce foreign Powers in its behalf for the reten-
tion of Cuba, The roply of the SpanishiGovern-
ment to the note of Minister SICKLES was equally
courteous. While it was deemed impolitie to an-
tertain the proposition for parting with Cuabe on
the terms suggested, the Regency, nevertholess,
expressed its thanks to the United States tor the
tender of their friendly oftices. The tonder hav-
ing becn declined, th~ note was withdrawn
in conformity with diplomatic wsage. The
question, a8 a consequence, now stands ex-
actly as it did before tho offer was made,
leaving no unkind feeling between the two coun-
tries, and nothing to regret on either side. Thus,
the sympathy of the Administretion was mani-
fested, not in assisting the Cubans by tacihitat-
ing remforcements of troops aud supplies of
arms—for thisa would have been in violation of
treaty obligations with Spain—but in g,way jus-
tifted by the lasw of nations aud in the ifiterest of
peace. '

This Government, notwithatanding the rejec-
tion of the tonder of good oflices, would doubt-
less renew 1t at a future time should ¢ircum-

stances justify the repetition. It will, ineantime,
pursue the course already indicated, namely,
enforce the Neutrality lawa and hold itself in
readiness to serve the eause of Cuban inde-
pendence in such mapner as may not violate
treaty obligations.  But it will not allow itself
to be drawn into complications with Spain or
any other European Power, preferring to follow
the path of peace as affording the best moana of
accommlishing all ihe ends desirable In republics
and assisting those who struggle for indapon-

dence,
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